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Main Street in Kilmarnock now 
glows after dark. 

The town held its annual tree 
lighting ceremony last Tuesday, 
which this year also included light-
ing the Christmas lights along Main 
Street. 

The festivities began at the Palmer 
Building near the corner of Church 
and Main streets with a dedica-
tion of the town’s holiday banners. 
Twenty-one banners were donated 
by local business owners and resi-
dents in honor and memory of loved 
ones. The banners hang on the light 
poles on Main Street. 

A memorial book listing the 
names of the donors and honorees 
was presented to the Kilmarnock 
Museum. 

The list of donors and honorees 
include Glenn Cockrell, in honor 
of Mr. and Mrs. John R. Cockrell; 
Patt Lawler, in honor of James and 
Rosalyn Nelson; Raymond Booth, 
in honor of Garland and Dorothy 
Lee Norris; Dr. Curtis H. Smith 
and Family, in honor of Marilyn B. 

Smith; Steve Bonner and Family, in 
honor of Bertha Bonner; and Nancy 
Hubbard Clark, in honor of C. Irwin 
Clark III and Charles W. Hubbard, 
Jr.

Also, Bettie Lee Gaskins, in 
honor of J. Emory Currell; Ann Gill, 
in honor of W. Francis Davis; Caro-
lyn Sanders-Smith, in honor of G.C. 
Dawson; Emerson Gravatt, in honor 
of Dr. Broaddus Gravatt and Mrs. 
Dimple Gravatt; Bert Lamberth, in 
honor of Dr. Melvin B. Lamberth 
Jr.; Lee’s Restaurant: Gerry, Bill 
and Steve, in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Foster Lee; Martha McLaughlin, in 
honor of Tucker McLaughlin; and 
Carolyn Delano, in honor of Charles 
H. Milton.

Also, Albert and Rebecca Nunn, 
in honor of Michael Tebbs Nunn; 
Helen L. Quillan, in honor of John 
“Sandy” Quillan; Cindy Schools 
Collins, in honor of L.P. Schools Sr.; 
Rebecca Nunn, in honor of Stuart 
and Laura Tebbs; Carol Fletcher, 
in honor of David Trent; Carol 
Fletcher, in honor of E.E. and Marie 
Trent, and Ken and Kylie Bransford, 
in honor of Ryan Wilcox.

From left, Carroll Lee Ashburn and Augusta Sellew of the Kilmarnock 
Museum accept a memorial book from town mayor Dr. Curtis H. Smith. 
The book lists the donors and honorees of the town’s holiday banners. 

The Kilmarnock town Christmas tree shines brightly on the front lawn of 
the Palmer Building. Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Kilmarnock conducts
illumination ceremony

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

KILMARNOCK—Registration 
for the Kilmarnock Holiday Lighting 
Contest has been extended to Decem-
ber 7, said community development 
strategist Susan Cockrell.

The ballot for the People’s Choice 
Award will be in the December 10 
edition of the Rappahannock Record, 
said Cockrell.

Judging by the Kilmarnock 
Garden Club will remain on Decem-
ber 13 and the People’s Choice bal-
lots are due at the town office by 

noon December 14, she said.
The contest is open to all residents 

and commercial businesses within 
Kilmarnock. Entry forms are at kil-
marnockva.com/community news.  

Participants are urged to have dis-
plays up by December 4 or sooner, 
said Cockrell. Participating locations 
must be visible from public roads. 

To vote for the People’s Choice 
award, get a ballot from the Decem-
ber 10 issue of the Rappahannock 
Record or kilmarnockva.com/com-

munity news. Complete the ballot 
and submit it to the town office by 
noon December 14.

Cash prizes for first, second, third 
place and honorable mention certifi-
cates will be awarded in residential 
and commercial categories by the 
garden club. There will be a single 
winner in the residential and com-
mercial catagories for the People’s 
Choice award.  A “bragging rights” 
sign will go to the winning front yard 
or commercial location. 

KILMARNOCK—Two early-
morning sexual assaults in the past 
week may be the work of a serial 
rapist, according to Kilmarnock chief 
of police Mike Bedell.  

Police received reports of break-
ins and sexual assaults at 7 a.m. Sat-
urday, November 28, and at 5:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, December 1, both in the 
area of Chase Street in Kilmarnock. 

Victims gave similar descriptions of 
the rapist and his method of entering 
their homes, Bedell reported. 

The suspect was described as a 
medium build black man, between 
5 feet 5 inches and 6 feet tall, and 
between 20 and 40 years of age. He 
was wearing a gray hoodie.

Police are asking residents to take 
appropriate precautions by keep-
ing their doors and windows locked, 
leave lights on, and be aware of their 

surroundings at all times.
“We believe the two incidents are 

connected,” Bedell said. “We don’t 
want it to happen again. Lock your 
doors, turn your lights on and if you 
hear a bump in the night, call 91l. We 
may get a lot of 911 calls, but that’s 
okay. We want people to be safe.”

The Lancaster and Northumber-
land county sheriff ’s departments are 
assisting in the ongoing investiga-
tions.

Police issue warning 
following sexual assaults

by Audrey Thomasson

Lighting contest deadline is extended

LANCASTER—Operation of the 
Merry Point ferry could resume in 
about two weeks, according to Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) residency administrator Sean 
Traponi.  

In a report to the board of supervi-
sors Monday, Traponi said the new 
ferry should be in the water December 
14 and will require on-site testing for 
stability prior to starting service. 

He attributed several delays in deliv-
ery of the vessel to new Coast Guard 
safety requirements which inter-
rupted production at Miller Marine 
in Deltaville. While waiting for the 
new Coast Guard standards, the boat 
builder took on other jobs, he said.

The delays also affected delivery 
of a new ferry at Sunnybank in Nor-
thumberland County, which Traponi 
estimated will be delivered in early 
January. Both ferries were expected to 
start service last July.

A VDOT crew is cleaning up and 
making repairs to the vehicle load-
ing areas damaged by the November 
12 nor’easter, he said. Ferry service 
was halted at Merry Point in Sep-
tember, however, when the old ferry 
broke down and needed an estimated 
$20,000 in repairs. VDOT elected not 
to repair the ferry due to state budget 
cuts and suspended service pending 
delivery of the new vessel.

Supervisors objected to VDOT cut-
ting back the hours of service in order 
to save money. The new schedule 
requires that service stop at 5 p.m. on 
weekdays, about the time most people 
leave work.

“Rather than cut back on hours of 
service, why don’t you cut back the 
schedule by one day?” asked supervi-
sor Butch Jenkins. 

Supervisor Wally Beauchamp sug-
gested cutting service on Mondays, 
since records indicate the ferry has 
the least amount of traffic that day. 

After the meeting, Traponi said he 
had 48 hours of service per week to 
work with for Merry Point and 44 
hours for Sunnybank and had author-
ity to adjust the ferry schedule to fit 
each community’s needs. However, 
he noted the ferries have never run 
after 5 p.m. during the winter months 
because they do not operate them in 
the dark. 

He and county administrator Bill 
Pennell agreed to work on an appro-
priate schedule of service prior to 
starting operations at Merry Point.

In other business, the sheriff ’s 
department reported numerous defi-
ciencies in the security system at the 
jail. According to jail sergeant Jeffery 
Haywood, the system was installed in 

LOTTSBURG—Despite the reces-
sion, the seeds of a new industry in 
the Northern Neck are sprouting near 
Lottsburg on the shores of the Coan 
River. The site is an old unused oyster 
shucking facility owned by Cowart’s 
Seafood Inc.

KCB Oyster Holdings is a triple 
partnership of the three largest 
oyster distributing companies in the 
Northern Neck: W.E. Kellum Inc. of 
Weems, Cowart’s Seafood of Lotts-
burg and Bevans Oyster Company in 
Kinsale. They have joined financial 
forces to initiate an oyster hatch-
ery under the watchful eyes of A.J. 
Erskine, an oyster expert who has 
worked with Bevans and Cowart’s for 
the last decade.

“A.J. has done an excellent job,” 
said Tommy Kellum, owner of W.E. 
Kellum Inc. “We’ve seen real good 
success so far. Obviously, we have 
spent a lot of money investing in this. 
But when you’ve got three friendly 
competitors, you can do a lot more 
than any of us could have done on our 
own.”  

Erskine has been instrumental in 
developing and managing new forms 
of oyster aquaculture for Cowart’s 
and Bevans, adding methods for 
growing oysters under controlled cir-
cumstances. He has installed a state-
of-the-industry up-weller system, 
which enables oysters to grow in a 
safe environment from seed to a size 
large enough to plant.

Many of the larger oysters planted 
are grown to market size in cages to 
safeguard them from predators like 
cow nosed rays, which have deci-
mated many open oyster beds planted 
in the traditional way. 

Cowart’s and Bevans still use a 
combination of aquaculture and tra-
ditional oyster harvesting methods 
because of higher costs associated 
with the cage method. Kellum sticks 
with the traditional spat on shell 
method of oysters planted on private 
beds in the Rappahannock, York and 
Corrotoman rivers.

As the next step in the development 
of oyster aquaculture, the company’s 
owners — Lake Cowart, Ronnie 
Bevans and Kellum — realized that 
they could use an oyster hatchery to 
supplement seed produced naturally. 
There are only a handful of oyster 
hatcheries in Virginia. Two are in 
the Middle Peninsula, two are on 
the Eastern Shore and now KCB’s in 
Lottsburg.

“We need oysters,” said Lake 
Cowart. “We think the key to all this 
is having the seed to supplement the 
natural resources. We are limited on 
the resource in the northeast United 
States.” 

“What you are seeing on the East 
Coast is a major transformation in 
how the industry operates,” said Mar-
garet Bevans, one of Ronnie’s daugh-
ters and a manager in her father’s 
business. “We have seen a good turn 
on the bay with the oyster beds. There 
are oysters out there. And it’s very 
encouraging to know we will have 
our own resources, too. You always 
want to know you can sustain your 
product.” 

Erskine estimates the new facil-
ity will produce 200 to 500 million 
larvae and 10 to 20 million seed per 
year. Those amounts are about a third 
of the number of larvae and seed 
that would have been produced by a 

A.J. Erskine is general manager of the Northern Neck’s new oyster hatchery 
near Cowart’s Seafood in Lottsburg. The hatchery will begin a full season of 
production in December. 

Northern Neck’s first
oyster hatchery evolves

by Starke Jett

Ferry service
is expected
to resume soon

by Audrey Thomasson

OYSTERS, continued on page A2

SUPERVISORS, continued on page A2
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facility proposed in an oyster 
hatchery study sponsored and 
presented last winter by the 
Northern Neck Planning Dis-
trict Commission (NNPDC). 

That facility was proposed to 
be a publicly-funded operation, 
but situated on land donated by 

1978 when the jail was built. 
Although it was refurbished in 
1999, technology has changed 
so much that when a part fails 
it takes weeks to replace and 
is expensive because the part 
must be custom manufactured, 
he said. Haywood also asked 
for additional cameras to cover 
areas not currently served. 

Supervisors gave approval 
to start a bid process to replace 
part of the system, but requested 
any new equipment be inte-
grated with the new courthouse 
building.

Supervisors also approved 
Pennell’s request for authority 
to sanction change orders of up 
to $4,000 during construction 
of the new judicial center in 
order to prevent delays.

Oysters
continued from page A1

Supervisors
continued from page A1

Cowart’s. That land was shown 
to have the best water quality of 
the sites studied by the NNPDC 
report. After the presentation of 
the study, which showed a need 
for the product in the market, the 
local industry leaders decided 
to go forward privately with a 
smaller version.

“They built a smaller hatch-
ery to meet their needs,” said 
Jerry Davis, NNPDC’s execu-
tive director. “We all felt good 
that the study served its purpose 
and that they built a hatchery on 
the site that was recommended. 
We accomplished what we set 
out to do. If the hatchery is suc-
cessful, it could be expanded in 
the future.” 

Erskine and his partner in run-
ning the hatchery, Liz Walker, 
are preparing for the fi rst full 
season starting in December. 
The oyster hatchery season runs 
from December to September.

Construction on the hatch-
ery was begun last January, but 
not completed until mid-sum-
mer, according to Erskine. The 
inside of the old cinder block 
oyster shucking house has been 
transformed into a sci-fi  array 
of large incubation and growing 
tanks and seemingly miles of 
pvc piping to spread the river’s 
water fl ow among them all.

Erskine and Walker started 
producing seed and larvae in 
July, but only had a couple of 
months of production until the 
end of the season. Erskine called 
last year a “learning experi-
ence.” All the systems installed 
were designed by him based on 
his experience in the fi eld and 
state-of-the-art systems in other 
parts of the country and the 
world. It is a work in progress, 
he said.

Oyster brood stock must be 
“conditioned” for several days 
before they are ready to spawn. 
Conditioning involves slowly 
warming up the water to a tem-
perature that will induce mating.

Once spawned, the micro-
scopic larvae are placed in grow 
tanks for at least 24 hours and 
up to several days. Once they 
are big enough to swim, the 
larvae are placed in other grow 
tanks until they are ready to be 
set on shell or placed in other 
grow tanks to mature into seed. 

It’s a labor-intensive process, 
not unlike a nursery in a hos-
pital, with Erskine, Walker and 
two other summer employees 
as the anxious nursemaids. The 
oyster “babies” are handled 
with care and fussed over as 
far as nourishment (algae pro-
duced on site in a special sterile 
room), water fl ow (constant and 
fi ltered), and growing environ-
ment (size graduated tanks).

“You can crush them if you’re 
not careful,” said Erskine of the 
miniscule seed oysters that are 
just 1 to 2 millimeters across 
at fi rst. “It is going to be excit-
ing to see what we can do this 
year. This has been a long time 
coming.”

KILMARNOCK—Old St. 
John’s Cemetery is being 
reclaimed after  years of 
neglect.

The cemetery is in the 
woods on abandoned Route 
649, a few hundred feet west 
of the intersection with Harris 
Road south of Kilmarnock.

There are scores of depres-
sions in the ground indicat-
ing graves with no markers 
or removal of graves to other 
cemeteries. The cemetery 
is in current use, but only 
gravesites nearest the road 
are maintained.

On October 5, an Old St. 
John’s Cemetery Restoration 
Committee met at Sharon 
Baptist Church, said orga-
nizer Sandra Gaskins-Smyre.

On October 12, members 
met at the site to see what 
could be done.

On November 2, another 
meeting was held at Sharon 
Baptist Church and it was 

Committee members from left are Lloyd Hill, Gus Dunaway, 
Claudette Henderson, Floyd Carter, Faith Waddy and Sandra 
Gaskins-Smyre.

Old St. John’s Cemetery to get a cleanup

A series of public forums 
will be held throughout Decem-
ber on the recently released 
draft strategy for restoring 
the Chesapeake Bay, a docu-
ment required by a Presiden-
tial Executive Order issued in 
May 2009 by President Barack 
Obama. 

The forums will feature offi -
cials from federal agencies 
including the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

Comments may be submit-
ted online at executiveorder.
chesapeakebay.net by click-
ing on “provide comments.” 
The public comment period 
runs through January 8, 2010. 
The draft strategy, also avail-
able on the website, will evolve 
through public comments, state 
consultations and agency revi-

Federal forum 
slated on bay
draft  strategy

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of super-
visors will hold three public 
hearings Thursday, December 
10, at 7 p.m. in the General 
District courtroom in the courts 
building at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville.

Among hearing topics, Ste-
phen and Carole Tevault seek 
authorization to complete 
construction of a dwelling on 
an existing foundation within 
the 100-foot Resource Protec-
tion Area buffer along Whay’s 
creek. The property is on Boil-
ing Point Road off Fox Point 
Road in Fairport.

Phillip Jackson, et al, owners, 
seek authorization to establish 
a wood-chipping operation at 
941 Newman’s Neck Road.

Baker Heating and Air Con-
ditioning Inc., owner, and 
Miles K.Baker, applicant, seek 
authorization to construct mul-
tifamily housing in Callao.

 The monthly board meeting 
starts at 5 p.m. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

JOIN US FOR OUR aNNUal CHRISTMaS CElEBRaTION

Saturday, December 12th

For dinner reservations please call 
804-493-8038 ext 1035 
or email adouglas@stratfordhall.org

Stratford Hall is located off Virginia Rt. 3 
on Rt. 214 in Westmoreland County

www.StratfordHall.org

New this year, from 12 to 4 p.m., Santa will be at the Visitor Center for photos with 
children, along with Christmas crafts and fun activities for kids to learn how the Lees 
celebrated Christmas. From 4:30 to 8 p.m., enjoy refreshments and entertainment in the 
Visitor Center before stepping back into Colonial times with a guided tour of the Great House. 
See how holiday food was prepared and served and enjoy the festivities in the Great Hall. 
Register in the Gift Shop for a drawing to win a Stratford Lantern. The restaurant will be 
serving a special holiday dinner by reservation only.

A d u l t s  - $10.00    •    C h i l d r e n  ( a g e s  6 -11)  - $5.00   •     5  &  U n d e r  - free 
T O U r  O n l Y  P r i C e  General Admission

A d u l t s  ( a g e s  12  a n d  u p )  - $50.00   
C h i l d r e n  ( a g e s  6 -11)  - $25.00 
Children five and under are free

s e a T i n g  T i m e s
12 noon, 2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.

d i n n e r  &  T O U r  P r i C e  includes dinner, tax, tip & tour

On Saturday, December 12th, the Visitor Center and Great House will open at noon.

SHP-5002 09 Christmas Ad_5.437x8_mech.indd   1 11/23/09   2:03:14 PM

so everyone is welcome to 
come and bring their equip-
ment to remove brush, said 
Gaskins-Smyre.

“The deceased deserve 
respectful treatment,” she 
said.

Other organizing commit-
tee members are the Rev. 
Dale Bunns, Faith Waddy, 
Geraldine Avery, Sam Rice, 
Rene Waddy, Pernell Waddy, 
Tyrone Davis, Horace Tiggle, 
Gus Dunaway, Monroe Peter-
son, Floyd Carter and Lloyd 
Hill.

decided the project would 
be pursued in phases, said 
Gaskins-Smyre. 

Meanwhile, the commit-
tee will solicit support from 
the community to help clean 
up the cemetery. Phase I will 
involve 50 feet from the road, 

said Gaskins-Smyre. 
The kickoff for the project 

will be held December 5 at 
the cemetery.

This is a community effort 

sions before the fi nal strategy is 
published in May 2010. 

The public also can submit 
questions about the draft strat-
egy by recording a 30-second 
or less video and uploading it 
to YouTube with a tag of “ches-
apeakebayeo.”  A selection of 
these video questions will be 
used at the public forums and 
for an online question-and-
answer session with federal 
offi cials in January. People also 
can join conversations about 
the draft strategy on Facebook 
by visiting the Chesapeake 
Bay Executive Order page and 
clicking on discussions. Addi-
tionally, updates on Execu-
tive Order news are available 
through Twitter by following 
@chesapeakebayeo. 

 A forum will be held from 7 
to 8 p.m. December 17 at Nau-
ticus National Maritime Center 
(Auditorium) at One Waterside 
Drive in Norfolk. 

WHY
ADVERTISE?
you ’ re  read ing  t h i s  a ren ’ t  you?
804 .435 .1701 ,  Mar i l yn  ex t .  11

Email your NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com
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OIL CHANGE
$17.95

20% OFF ANY 
MAINTENANCE/

REPAIR OVER 
$50.00

We welcome our new 
Technician Mike Botkin to our Staff.
Mike joins our staff with more than 

10 years of auto technician experience

Church & Earl St., Tappahannock
804-443-3500

www.barefordbuickpontiacgmc.com
Serving Tappahannock For Over 60 Years

All New Models from Buick & GMC

2010 Buick LaCrosse CX
Quick Silver Metallic

Standard 17”  Steel Wheels
w/Flush Cover

2010 GMC Terrain SLT
Onyx Black

w/19” Chrome Clad Wheels
Up to 32 MPG Hwy Fuel Economy

0.0% Financing Available
for up to 72 Months

on Select Models!!
Bring these coupons in for great savings

Including up to 5 quarts oil
(Synthetic Not Included)

Expires January 31, 2010 Expires January 31, 2010

Bareford~~ ~~BUICK    GMC TRUCK

Bareford~~ ~~BUICK    GMC TRUCK
TAPPAHANNOCK, VIRGINIA

COMING ADVENTURES 2010
Great ideas for Christmas Gifts

Feb. 14-26        Royal Caribbean's Explorer of the Seas
         12 night S. Caribbean cruise from Cape Liberty, NJ
Mar. 28        "Wicked" Matinee Richmond's Landmark
         Theater. Motorcoach from Kilmarnock
Apr. 21-23         Charles Town-Antietam-Harper's Ferry
         Slots, history & races
May 14-15        “Joseph” A Story Of Forgiveness & Integrity
          Lancaster, PA at the Sight & Sound Theatre
May 30-June 4 Carnival's Glory from Norfolk
         6 day cruise to Bahamas
June 5-16         Diamond Princess
         Vancouver to Fairbanks
June 13-20       Holland America's Oosterdam
         Alaska round trip from Seattle-Prices start at $999
Aug.2-15         Holland America's Ryndam
         Fairbanks to Vancouver-Special group prices & incentives
Aug.7-19         Holland America's Nieuw Amsterdam
         Mediterranean Tapestry-Barcelona to Venice  Escorted
Sept. 11-20      Spectacular Oberammergau-Passion Play 
         A powerful story of the life & death of Jesus
         Passion Play - Switzerland, Bavaria & Austria Escorted

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

REVERSE MORTGAGE
If you missed my classes, I am still 

available to meet for education on this 
subject for your civic organization, church, 

clubs or individually. 
DO NOT RELY ON HEARSAY. 

There is too much misinformation.

I would be glad to meet with you to discuss 
the Governement insured offering 

of Reverse Mortgages. 

Call me at (804) 436-3648 
or dvd_frly@yahoo.com to make arrangements.

Dave Farley

24 W. Church Street  • 435-2200
Mon.–Sat. 10-5

Resort • Casual • Special Occasion

B IG 

SALE

REEDVILLE—Omega Pro-
tein Corporation in Reedville 
is the target of illegal dumping 
allegations made by the South-
ern Environmental Law Center 
(SELC) in Charlottesville.

The SELC claims the com-
pany’s fishing trawlers have 
been dumping nitrogen-rich 
wastewater into the Chesa-
peake Bay in violation of their 
environmental permits.

In an October 20 letter from 
the SELC to the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA), 
the claim is made by attorney 
Rick Parrish and his associ-
ates. He said the issue was 
brought to his attention a year 
ago through documents filed in 
a worker’s compensation law-
suit against the company by a 
former employee. That lawsuit 
has been settled out of court 
and is subject to confidential-
ity laws.

“This claim is based on 
their own words,” said Parrish. 
“Some of the statements and 
expert reports from the law-
suit indicated that they were 
dumping wastewater illegally 
into the bay. But we realize 
that what we have may be an 
incomplete picture. That is why 
we felt we should turn it over 
to the EPA and Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
and have them investigate it.”

The claims made by the 
SELC accuse Omega of dump-
ing pollutants equivalent to 
those from a large wastewater 
treatment plant into the bay on 
a routine basis. 

“According to SELC’s 
review of various documents, 
it appears that Omega Pro-
tein Corporation in Reedville 
has been discharging 13,000 
pounds or more of organic 
waste into the middle of the 
bay every day during fishing 
season (May to December) for 
many years without specific 
authorization.  In excessive 
amounts, organic compounds 
such as those in fish waste, and 
other sources like agricultural 
runoff, use up oxygen in the 
bay and starve aquatic life,” 
stated the SELC in its letter. 

The letter continues to 
describe the company’s alleged 
offenses. 

“During menhaden season, 
Omega’s vessels use bay water 

to keep freshly caught fish 
cold while they are out on the 
bay.  Before returning to Reed-
ville, the crew discharges this 
‘refrigeration water,’ which 
contains some fish blood and 
waste, back into the bay. At 
the unloading dock, the boats 
use fresh water to pump the 
tons of fish off the boat and 
into the processing plant. This 
‘bailing water’ is reused until 
it becomes too thick with fish 
waste to facilitate the pump-
ing process. The vessels dump 
most of this bailing water in 
the bay on their way to the 
fishing grounds; occasionally 
they dump it further out in the 
ocean.

“Omega’s state water-
pollution permit allows the 
discharge of the refrigera-
tion water, but not the bailing 
water, which could be almost 
200 times more potent than 
raw sewage.  The company’s 
own samples from 1996, 
2007 and 2008 show the bail-
ing water ranged from 37,500 
milligrams per liter (roughly 
equivalent to parts per million) 
to 150,000 mg/L of organic 
matter. By comparison, the 
nutrient content in discharges 
from most sewage treatment 
plants is 30 mg/L, and for raw 
sewage is 200 mg/L.”

Omega plant manager Mont-
gomery Deihl said the allega-
tions are a misguided and mis-
informed attempt to smear the 
company’s reputation.

“Omega Protein’s Reedville 
operation is permitted and reg-
ularly monitored by DEQ for 
our waste stream emissions,” 
wrote Deihl in an e-mail on 
December 1.  “We do not and 
would not violate these per-
mits and have spent consider-
able capital over the years to 
reduce our emissions beyond 
DEQ allowable limits.”

Omega spokesperson Ben 
Landry said the dumping 
claim is completely false and 
he thinks it is a combination 
of “somebody that has an ax to 
grind,” a “lack of understand-
ing” of the processes and that 
there may be some “bias” on 
the part of the SELC.

“It’s a greatly exaggerated 
claim,” said Landry. “We send 
samples of the water dumped 
into the bay twice a month to 
DEQ and have never had a 
problem.”

Landry said the refrigeration 
and bailing water referred to in 
the SELC letter is the same 
water, contrary to the SELC’s 
understanding of the process. 
According to Landry, the 
refrigeration water taken on to 
keep the fish fresh while under-
way is used to bail out the fish 
at the plant and then screened 
before it is taken back out to be 
dumped as the trawlers return 
to the fishing grounds.

Omega environmental man-
ager William Purcell was the 
director of the water compli-
ance office with DEQ for 33 
years before he retired in 2007 
to start working at Omega. He 
said Omega’s permits allow 
them to dump the refrigera-
tion water in the bay and that 
for 20 years, the company has 
been monitoring the discharge, 
never recording anything above 
“background levels.” He said 
the allegations are not based 
in fact and that Omega was 
not approached by the SELC 
before the letter was sent to the 
EPA.

“Facts are not really impor-
tant to them,” said Purcell. 
“They took the worst case sce-
nario and extrapolated from 
that.”

Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC) spokes-
person John Bull said Omega 
is a fully compliant environ-
mental participant. VMRC is 
charged with the day-to-day 
monitoring of all the fisheries 
in Virginia.

“We monitor them very 
closely,” said Bull. “As far as 
we know, they have been in 
full compliance with all the 
water quality permits and reg-
ulations.”

DEQ Piedmont District 
deputy regional director Kyle 
Winter said the agency will be 
“expeditiously” investigating 
the charges and hopes to have 
a formal response within “a 
few weeks.”

He said the investigation 
will focus on two primary 
issues. They will try to deter-
mine “exactly what water is 
being discharged” and “what 
is the nutrient content of that 
water.”

EPA spokesperson David 
Sternberg said the agency is 
looking into the matter, but 
could not say if or when any 
action would be taken.

Omega trawlers are the subject of an investigation as to whether they have been dumping nitrogen-rich wastewater illegally 
into the Chesapeake Bay.

Omega officials respond
to illegal dumping allegations

“We are taking these alle-
gations very seriously,” said 
Sternberg. “We will be review-
ing the company’s permits and 
procedures and taking any 
action necessary to protect the 
water quality of the bay. Clean-
ing up and protecting the bay 
is certainly one of our highest 
priorities right now.”   

Omega is the last menhaden 
reduction plant on the East 
Coast and landed 400 million 
pounds of the small oily fish 
last year, according to Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Com-
mission records. The company 
claims to be the world’s largest 
producer of the heart healthy 
Omega 3 fish oil and is also 
one the largest employers in 
Northumberland County.

by Starke Jett

K I L M A R N O C K — A 
request to rezone 5.8 acres for 
the development of an apart-
ment complex for teachers and 
citizens in other service-ori-
ented occupations will come 
before the Kilmarnock plan-
ning commission Tuesday, 
December 8, at 7 p.m. in the 
town hall.

The rezoning application by 
landowner Suzanne M. Bel-
lows would take the property 
from agricultural to medium 
density residential in order to 
accommodate two buildings 
of eight apartments each. The 
16 rental units are proposed 
by the Partners for Lancaster 
County Schools Foundation, 
which plans to purchase the 
property.

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will hear monthly and 
year-to-date financial reports 
and discuss the White Stone’s 
annual Christmas house-deco-
rating contest when it meets at 
7 p.m in the town hall tonight, 
December 3.

The budget and finance, 
public safety and patrol and 
building and external envi-
ronment committees also will 
report to council.

The Agenda
Local Government News

The request requires the 
approval of town council 
before the sale can become 
final, said foundation presi-
dent Bill Warren. 

The land is off East Church 
Street and north of St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church.

Planners also will consider a 
rezoning request and applica-
tion for conditional use permit 
(CUP) from White Stone Land 
Partners LLC for a 10-acre 
parcel north of Harris Road 
and south of Technology Park 
Drive. 

David Jones submitted the 
request to rezone the prop-
erty from limited commercial 
industrial. The CUP applica-
tion is for the establishment of 
a petroleum storage site.

WHY
ADVERTISE?
you ’ re  read ing  t h i s  a ren ’ t  you?

804 .435 .1701 ,  Sa ra  ex t .  13
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Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett brought charges against eight indi-
viduals last week.
Felonies

Christopher J. Kane, 46, of Lovers Lane was 
charged November 25 with the manufacture/
sale/possession of a controlled substance.

 Quinton J. Henderson, 19, of Chestnut Grove 
Lane was charged November 29 with shooting/
throwing a missile into an occupied vehicle and 
assault and battery. 
Misdemeanors

A Light Street man, 26, was charged Novem-
ber 24 with nonsupport.

A Hampton man, 31, was charged November 
24 with violation of probation.

A Heathsville man, 37, was charged Novem-
ber 28 with public drunkenness.

A Lancaster man, 37, was charged November 
30 with assault and battery.

 A Morattico Road man, 40, was charged 
November 30 with violation of the community 
corrections program. 

A Farnham man, 25, was charged December 
1 with failure to appear in Richmond County 
court. 
Activity report

November 23: Staff received an obscene/
annoying telephone calls complaint from a 
Lancaster area resident and an attempted resi-
dential burglary report on McSwain Lane ($230 
property damage estimate). Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance (grandparent/adult grand-
child) on Regina Road and with the Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) to a disturbance call 
in the 100 block of Irvington Road. 

November 24:  Staff responded to a domes-
tic disturbance on Woods Drive, with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle accident 
on River Road and to a mental health emer-
gency at the Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge. Staff 
received a residential burglary report on Poplar 
Neck Road ($6,645 estimated property loss: 
three chain saws, weed eater, generator, welder, 
laser level, sander, clothing, computer equip-
ment, camera, hand tools), and a felony fraud 
report from Rappahannock Drive. Staff inter-
cepted a reported reckless driver in the Kilmar-
nock-River Road corridor  and checked on the 
well-being of a Keep Safe Program participant 
after prearranged telephone contact could not 
be made (no emergency services needed). 

November 25:   Staff responded twice to 
E911 disconnect calls on Kellum Drive (no 
emergency services needed; telephone line 
problems), to an E911 disconnect call on Avis 
Trail (no emergency services needed), to a 
traffic accident (private property) in Lively 
and to a trespass complaint on Scott Road. 
Staff  received a report of the theft of motor oil 
from Seafood Lane ($305 property loss, 30+ 
gallons of motor oil).

November 26:  Staff responded to a domestic 
disturbance (grandparent/adult grandchild) on 
Regina Road and to a shots fired call in the area 
of Kathy Drive. Staff investigated a suspicious 
person complaint in the 1100 block of White 
Chapel Road. 

November 27:  Staff responded to a trespass-
ing complaint at a White Stone convenience 
store, with KPD to a domestic disturbance 
(husband/wife) on James B. Jones Memorial 
Highway, and notified the Virginia Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries of a canoeist in 
distress off of Mosquito Point. 

November 28:   Staff responded with KPD 
to a reported fight on North Main Street, with 
KPD to the local emergency room on a report 
of two injured persons seeking medical care, 
with VSP to a single-vehicle accident on 
Regina Road, with KPD to a robbery on Heath-
erfield Court (KPD investigating agency), with 
VSP to a fight call on Greentown Road, to an 
attempted burglary on James Wharf Road, to a 
disturbance/trepass call on Twin Branch Road, 
and to an assault on Christ Church Road. Staff 
received a walk-in report of an assault in the 
Weems area.  

November 29:  Staff responded to a domes-
tic disturbance on Woods Drive, to a fight call 
on Lara Road, with KPD to a complaint of a 
man with a gun and shots fired on Campbell 
Road, to an assault on Merry Point Road, to 
a trespass complaint at a Lively convenience 
store, and with VSP to a fight/assault call on 
Buzzards Neck Road. The School Resource 
Officer reported taking a disorderly student 
into custody at Lancaster High School. 

November 30:  Staff checked on the well-
being of a Corrotoman Drive resident at the 
request of a concerned neighbor (no emer-
gency services needed). Staff responded with 
VSP to a two-vehicle accident in Lively, to 
an E911 disconnect call on Kellum Drive (no 
emergency services needed, telephone line 
problems), to an assault by threat (text mes-
saging) involving juveniles, to an E911 discon-
nect call on Greentown Road (no emergency 
services needed, telephone line problems) and 
received a hit-and-run complaint from a Beach 
Road resident.

December 1:  Staff responded with KPD to 
a sexual assault call on Chase Street shortly 
before 6 a.m.  The victim was transported to 
a Richmond area hospital for treatment and a 
forensic examination.  Middlesex authorities 
provided a tracking dog in an effort to locate 
the assailant.  Staff received a larceny report 
on Deep Water Drive, intercepted a reported 
reckless driver in the area of Lancaster High 
School and responded to an E911 disconnect 
call on Carters Creek Drive (no emergency 
services needed, telephone line problems).

Staff also conducted 39 traffic stops, issued 
16 summonses, assisted eight motorists, 
reported seven deer strikes, performed traf-
fic control once, investigated two building 

alarms, processed three mental health orders, 
transported four prisoners and responded to 
two calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

The White Stone, Kilmarnock and Upper Lan-
caster Volunteer Fire Departments responded 
last week to a structure fire on Windmill Point 
Road.

The ULVFD also responded to a fire alarm at 
Lancaster High school and to traffic accidents 
on River Road, Regina Road and Mary Ball and 
Old Orchard roads. 

Northumberland County Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins brought charges against 11 individuals 
last week.
Felonies

Alan Joseph Peterson, 51, of Wicomico 
Church was charged November 23 with fail-
ure to appear in the General District Court on 
a felony charge.

Dennis Salmon, 21, of Amissville was 
charged November 24 on a grand jury indict-
ment with use of a firearm in commission of a 
felony.
Misdemeanors

A Georgia woman, 44, was charged Novem-
ber 24 with assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Burgess woman, 32, was charged Novem-
ber 25 with assault and battery of a family or 
household member.

A Burgess woman, 45, was charged Novem-
ber 25 with assault and battery of a family or 
household member.

A Wicomico Church man, 42, was charged 
November 25 on a Richmond County warrant 
with stalking another individual.

A Callao man, 25, was charged November 25 
on a Westmoreland County warrant with failure 
to appear in the General District Court.

A Callao man, 30, was charged November 
26 with assault and battery of a family member 
and telephone harassment.

A Heathsville woman, 20, was charged 
November 27 with assault and battery of a 
family member.

A Lancaster man, 22, was charged November 
27 with reckless driving.

A Heathsville man, 20, was charged Novem-
ber 28 with possession of alcohol under the 
legal age of 21 and refusal to submit to a breath 
alcohol test.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

RICHMOND – While overall traffic fatali-
ties are on the decline compared to last year, 
fatal crashes were high during the Thanksgiving 
holiday, according to the Virginia State Police.

Preliminary totals indicate 13 people were 
killed in 13 crashes during the five-day period. 
There were 12 fatalities last year during the  
holiday period.

Among those who died, three of the victims 
were pedestrians and one was a motorcyclist. 
Alcohol was a factor in at least four of the 
crashes.

Prior to the holiday weekend, Virginia State 
Police participated in a “Click It or Ticket” 
enforcement wave. Despite the safety initiative, 
four of the 13 killed were not wearing a safety 
belt. State police cited 886 safety belt viola-
tions and 239 child restraint violations across 
the Commonwealth. 

13 holiday traffic
fatalities reported

 Shop Local • Kilmarnock Holiday Silent Auction
see page A8
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The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

 ... we’re in lovely uptown Lively on Route 3
Tuesday-Saturday 11 - 5                 462-6260

                                            Interior Design

                                        Home Accessories

                  Home Furnishings

                                Gourmet Food & Gifts

the

Friday, December 4, 2009
Lighting of the Trees Party featuring Tastes of the Northern Neck   $40.00
  and Special Silent Auction Items Available only this Evening
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
                                   
Saturday, December 5, 2009
Entries Open to the Public      Free/Silent Auction
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.                                          
Music by Local Bands, Choral Groups and other Musicians              Free
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.       
Face Painting         Free
10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
An Afternoon with Santa      $3.00
(Under 4 Must be Accompanied by Adult)
  Cookies and Milk
  1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.     
  Christmas Movie        
  2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.                   

Sunday, December 6, 2009
Entries Open to the Public        Free/Silent Auction
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Pictures/Holiday Cards with Santa by Picture Me     By Appointment Only
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Music by Local Bands, Choral Groups and other Musicians                Free
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.                        

Child Watch Hours
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

 Festival of the Trees   Northern Neck Family YMCA   P.O. Box 44   Kilmarnock, VA  22482

NEWPORT NEWS—In an his-
toric action to take more than 75,000 
crab pots out of the water, the Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Commission 
(VMRC) will buy back 359 commer-
cial crab licenses as part of a multi-year 
species rebuilding effort.

The licenses will be retired perma-
nently. The removal of 75,441 licensed 
crab pots represents an almost 20 per-
cent reduction in the number of pots 
permitted for use in Virginia waters.

“This far surpassed our expectations,’’ 
said VMRC Commissioner Steven G. 
Bowman. “This is a great long-term 
benefit for this environmentally and eco-
nomically important species.”

The license buyback program closed 
November 1. A total of 664 bids were 
received in the first ever so-called 
reverse auction in which crabbers sub-
mitted non-negotiable bids and gave 

the lowest offer they would accept for 
the purchase of their licenses.

The bids were analyzed and matched 
to the harvest histories of each bidder. 
Purchase priority was given for the 
licenses used most often and number of 
pots permitted for each license in order 
to reduce the fishing effort in the most 
cost-efficient manner.

Acceptance letters to the holders of the 
359 licenses accepted for the buyback 
were mailed November 20. Checks will 
be written within the next few weeks.

Payments will be made from a pool of 
$6.7 million appropriated by the federal 
government as part of a blue crab disas-
ter designation by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) last year. The 
VMRC’s license buyback program was 
enthusiastically approved by NMFS.

License buyback offers were 
accepted from 59 full-time commercial 

crabbers, 131 part-time crabbers and 
169 crabbers who had not used their 
licenses since 2004 and had been put 
on a waiting list until the crab popu-
lation rebounds and stabilizes at high 
levels for three consecutive years.

Those full-time crabbers held licenses 
that permitted the use of 14,299 crab 
pots; 27,733 pots for part-timers; and 
33,409 for those on the waiting list.

“It is especially important to ensure 
the long-term viability of our rebuild-
ing efforts to retire licenses held by 
those on the waiting list. When the 
overall crab population returns to abun-
dance, those licenses could significantly 
undermine the stability of the stock if 
they were put back in use,’’ said VMRC 
Fisheries Chief Jack Travelstead. “This 
is money well spent for the future of 
this fishery.”

Removing 75,441 crab pots from 

circulation is a reduction of 18 percent 
of the 423,000 crab pots that had been 
licensed for use in Virginia waters. 

Retiring 359 crab licenses from the 
books will leave 1,649 licenses in cir-
culation, including 314 licenses that 
cannot currently be used because they 
are on a waiting list. The number of crab 
licenses issued was capped in 1998.

The bids received varied widely. Full-
time crabber bids ranged from $5,000 
to $600,000; part-timer bids ranged 
from $500 to $634,000; and bids from 
those on the waiting list ranged from 
$500 to $300,000.

The accepted bids ranged from $500 
to $175,000.

Last year, VMRC and Maryland 
officials confronted a dangerously low 
crab population and enacted a bay-wide 
34 percent harvest reduction strategy in 
an effort to rebuild a stock in danger of 

crashing in the event of a single poor 
year of reproduction.

At that point, the Chesapeake Bay 
Blue Crab population had plummeted 
70 percent since 1993.

The VMRC banned the winter 
dredging of crabs last year and this 
year, shortened the season for harvest 
of female crabs, required larger escape 
rings on crab pots, and enacted a wait-
ing list for inactive licenses.

Within a year, the bay-wide adult 
crab population doubled, according to 
a scientific crab population survey that 
has proven over decades to be highly 
accurate. Results of this winter’s survey 
will guide the VMRC in future crab 
management decisions.

“We are stewards of our marine 
resources and we take our jobs seri-
ously,” said Bowman. “We will do what 
is necessary.”

License buyback program drydocks 75,441 crabpots

As persons age, many 
understand there are cer-

tain things that are changing 
and need to be accepted.

Someone who was once 
a night owl might now real-
ize they work better on a full 
night’s rest. Those who tended 
to spend long days at the office 
might realize they now need to 
head home at quitting time to 
better preserve their energy.

While both of those real-
izations manifest themselves 
physically, another more trou-
bling problem occurs mentally. 
Alzheimer’s disease affects as 
many as 5.3 million people in 
the U.S. and Alzheimer’s and 
dementia triple healthcare costs 
for Americans age 65 and older 

Recognize the warning signs of Alzheimer’s
according to the 2009 Alzheim-
er’s Disease Facts and Figures 
report from the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

Part of the fear associated 
with Alzheimer’s disease is 
the uncertainty surrounding it. 
While seniors might be will-
ing to admit they can’t burn the 
midnight oil like they once did, 
few can accept or are willing 
to admit they might be suffer-
ing some mental side effects of 
aging as well.

Therefore, it’s often up to 
friends and family to look for 
the warning signs of Alzheim-
er’s. If one sees or suspects 
any of the following signs in 
a friend or relative, consult a 
physician immediately.

• Disruptive changes in 
memory. The Alzheimer’s 
Association notes that one of 
most common, particularly 
in its early stages, indicators 
of Alzheimer’s is forgetting 
recently learned information. 
Other memory disruptions that 
could indicate Alzheimer’s are 
forgetting important dates or 
events, routinely using memory 
aides such as notes or asking for 
information more than once.

• Difficulty planning or solv-
ing problems. Some people 
begin to struggle with planning, 
both developing a plan for a 
given task or following anoth-
er’s plan. This can include dif-
ficulty with daily responsibili-
ties such as following recipes 

or monthly tasks like making 
sure the bills get paid. Tasks 
that once took a few moments 
might now take a lot longer as 
well.

• Difficulty performing famil-
iar tasks. Familiar tasks often 
seem foreign to people with 
Alzheimer’s. This can include 
driving a car, understanding a 
favorite game or cleaning the 
house.

• Losing track of time or place. 
Seniors who begin to lose track 
of time, forget what season it is 
or where they are might be suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s. Many 
times, people with Alzheimer’s 
only understand things that are 
happening immediately.

• Problems with vision and 
spatial relationships. While 
many people are quick to 
assume vision loss is a standard 
sign of aging, such loss could 
also be indicative of a larger 
problem such as Alzheimer’s, 
which can make it difficult for 
seniors to read, judge distance 
or distinguish between colors. 
In addition, someone with 
Alzheimer’s might walk past 
a mirror and think someone 
else is in the room, unaware 
the person in the mirror is their 
own reflection.

• Difficulty with conversa-
tion. Sometimes, people with 
Alzheimer’s have trouble 
maintaining or joining a con-
versation. Some people might 
struggle with vocabulary, such 

as calling things by the wrong 
name, while others might stop 
in the middle of a conversation 
and not be able to continue. 
Most typical is when a person 
cannot find the right word to 
express a given idea.

• Misplacing items and being 
unable to retrace steps. Nearly 
everyone misplaces an item 
from time to time. However, 
this is more common among 
those with Alzheimer’s, who 
might put their car keys in the 

refrigerator or routinely lose 
items such as the remote control 
or their eyeglasses. When such 
items are misplaced, a person 
who could have Alzheimer’s 
will find it nearly impossible to 
retrace their steps.

• Poor judgement. People 
with Alzheimer’s can suffer 
from poor judgement as well. 
This includes making poor 
financial decisions or paying 
less attention to grooming and 
appearance. 

Who founded Virginia’s 
colleges?

Although the College of 
William and Mary had been 
chartered in 1693, it was com-
petition among the Protestant 
churches in the 18th and 19th 
centuries that contributed to 
advances in higher education 
in Virginia.

Each denomination had to 
have a college, primarily for 
the instruction of its minis-
ters. Following the lead of the 
Presbyterians, who founded 
Washington and Hampden-
Sydney colleges, Methodists 
established Randolph-Macon 
and Emory and Henry; Bap-

tists founded a seminary that 
later became Richmond Col-
lege; Lutherans had Roanoke 
College; and the Disciples of 
Christ founded Bethany Col-
lege.

Churches also established 
three female institutes for 
women before 1861, two of 
which were the predecessors 
of Hollins and Mary Baldwin 
colleges.

Yet the preeminent institu-
tion of higher learning in the 
state was the deliberately non-
sectarian University of Vir-
ginia, chartered by the assem-
bly in 1819 at the behest of its 
founder, Thomas Jefferson, to 

VIRGINIA VIGNETTE

whom it owed everything: its 
setting, architecture, library, 
curriculum, and professors.

The assembly created another 
public institution in 1839: Vir-
ginia Military Institute, the first 
state military college in the 
country.

(This Vignette provided by 
William Shade, Old Dominion, 
New Commonwealth: The His-
tory of Virginia, 1607-2007. 
Brought to you by the Virginia 
Foundation for the Humani-
ties)
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Not your ordinary fish hawk
This bald eagle recently invaded an abandoned osprey nest on Indian Creek.

Photo by John Cardwell 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For those who read the Rappahannock 
Record 35 years ago, one of the most 

interesting features was the column entitled 
“Animals Are Smart.” The author was Stanley 
Stewart, who lived near White Stone with his 
wife, Marian, on a few acres, which comprised 
an animal heaven.  

Each week he poured forth the condensa-
tion of his wisdom in the realm of animal 
husbandry, all of it based on firsthand knowl-
edge, rather than research or scientific study, 
although he had read extensively as well. 
His observations were pithy and interesting, 
regardless of whether one raised animals or 
not.

His place was a genuine, free-range menag-
erie with one of every species that he could 
fit into his allotted space. The Stewarts were 
devout Christian Scientists and their operation 
reflected their religion’s tenets on cleanliness 
and proper diet. His little stable was more 
neatly kept than some homes. Each animal 
truly lived like a king or queen with delecta-
ble-looking food served in immaculate con-
tainers and each resident had his or her own 
story to tell. Stanley saw his duty as making 
sure that all visitors went away with at least 

one to remember.
Ducks were a particular emphasis in the 

Stewart barnyard and Muscovys were his 
breed. When he stepped through the gate, 
they all came running to receive his handouts 
and to chat with him. Many of those conver-
sations found their way into the Rappahan-
nock Record, perhaps a 
bit embellished, but based 
upon real happenings. The 
Stewarts were also very 
practical folks, who did 
not hesitate to pack their 
freezer with some ducks 
for winter eating.

As a young man I 
learned on one visit to the 
Stewarts what a hinny was, 
namely a cross between a male horse and a 
female donkey. He made sure that I should not 
leave the premises with the mistaken notion 
that it was a jackass. Of all of their animals, 
the hinny was my favorite, coming to greet 
visitors and enjoying being scratched and 
petted. To paraphrase a trite expression, “no 
animals ever had it so good,” except perhaps 
for the frozen ducks.

Stanley was a gifted innovator, who knew 
the size of his yard, and what he reasonably 
could fit into its confines. He insisted that he 
was not running an animal shelter in that he 
was giving the animals permanent lodging as 
pets, again, not to be redundant, but save for 
the frozen ducks. Both he and Marian were 

strong supporters of 
the Animal Welfare 
League and all groups 
that promoted care for 
wanting animals.  

They also urged 
owners to have their 
pets spayed or neutered 
as a means of lessening 
the burgeoning popula-
tion of unwanted cats 

and dogs being abandoned or killed along the 
roadways.

That topic appeared frequently in his 
column. He never failed to put the animals 
first, both in deed and in word.

Gradually, as age began creeping up on 
Stanley, he started lessening his animal popu-
lation. He tried to keep each pet until it died, 
but he had to recognize that finding other 

homes was better than his being unable to give 
the little creatures the comforts that were his 
standard. When he died the entire community 
reacted as loosing a neighbor. Marian lived on 
for a few more years, but she did not attempt 
to carry on Stanley’s column. With her death 
the Stewart animal mystique passed into the 
lore of local history.

I have been an animal owner all of my life, 
but knowing Stanley at an early age taught me 
a deeper meaning to the relationship between 
humans and animals. He put into words the 
importance of humane treatment of all crea-
tures and the recognition of their own rights 
by the very fact of their existence. “Animals 
Are Smart” passed into history long before 
“Excerpts” came into being, but in writing 
about our mutual love of animals, I like to 
think that in a small way I am carrying on the 
task he found so rewarding all of his life.

If you too love animals and wish to carry on 
the ideals of Stanley and Marian Stewart, two 
options are available: one, to have pets spayed 
or neutered; and two, to make a donation 
towards that end for homeless animals. The 
essence of this last sentence comes straight 
from the lines of “Animals Are Smart.”

As a young man I learned 
on one visit to the Stewarts 
what a hinny was, namely a 
cross between a male horse 
and a female donkey. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

When I was first elected to the General 
Assembly, my predecessor was The Hon. W. 

Tayloe Murphy Jr.  I worked for Del. Murphy for a 
number of years and learned much from him.

Tayloe, as he is known to his family and friends, 
is renowned for his bow tie, his commitment to the 
Chesapeake Bay and his genteel manner.  Tayloe 
is also known for his keen intellect and his willing-
ness to explain problems and solutions to all who 
ask.

 Aside from policy issues, I learned from Tayloe 
to distrust the slogan “if you are explaining you are 
losing.”  Indeed, I learned from Tayloe that good 
leadership comes through the art of laying out the 
facts and options to solutions. 

Despite his landmark environmental work, I 
increasingly believe Tayloe’s biggest contribu-
tion to the Commonwealth is outside the realm of 
environmental stewardship. This is because Tayloe 
was the author of the law which created Virginia’s 
“Rainy Day Fund.”  The Revenue Stabilization 
Fund, its official name, is Virginia’s solution to 
slow economic times.

Upon a recommendation by the General Assem-
bly’s “watchdog” group, then-Del. Murphy carried 
a constitutional provision which mandated that 
state dollars are locked away in good times and can 
be taken during times of budget shortfalls. 

Indeed, the condensed version of the deposit 
formula states that the General Assembly shall 
make deposits to equal at least 50  percent of the 
product of the certified tax revenue times the differ-
ence between increased tax revenues collected for 

the most recently ended fiscal year and the average 
annual percentage increase in the certified tax rev-
enues collected in the six fiscal years immediately 
preceding the most recently ended fiscal year. The 
withdrawal formula is not light reading either.

The short translation for both?  Put money away 
for good years so we can have it for bad times.

What is remarkable about the current recession 
is that the bad years are so bad that they skew the 
formula and require mandatory deposits even when 
we have a much lower baseline.  For instance, in 
fiscal year 2007, Virginia had approximately $14 
billion in revenue.  In 2012, it is entirely possible 
we will have less revenue, but (because of the 
Rainy Day Fund) we will make mandatory depos-
its of over $200 million.

From a policy standpoint, this is a good 
thing.  Good years like 2007 are increasingly look-
ing like an aberration, not a trend, and Virginia 
needs to adjust to the new reality.

It will be hard to put money away for the future 
at the same time we may be cutting police, nurs-
ing homes, Meals on Wheels, education and bay 
protection.

In the spirit of believing that “explaining is win-
ning,” I have placed the formula for the Rainy Day 
Fund on an interactive spread sheet at albertpollard.
com. It’s actually fun to play with, just beware that 
certified revenue is only comprised of sales and 
income tax. You can envision a number for state 
revenue growth and then see what the mandated 
deposit would be.

Just don’t expect a bow tie.

Recently, we all have learned Attorney 
General Eric Holder has planned to 

bring several of the 9/11 attack master-
minds to New York City for trial.

I’ve been a voice from the beginning 
against bringing the terrorists to the Com-
monwealth for trial or detention. I am 
against bringing them to any location 
in the U.S. Many of us in Washington, 
including the chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, Ike Skelton, 
have deep concerns and objections to 
bringing these enemy combatants to be 
tried in civilian courts on U.S. soil.

While some would say we’ve pros-
ecuted many dangerous criminals here, 

these individuals bring a distinctive set of 
issues and security considerations. That is 
why we have constructed a state-of-the-art 
facility at Guantanamo Bay to effectively 
handle and prosecute detainees, ensure 
the safety of the participants, and limit the 
effects on any citizens at home.

Already, New York Sen. Chuck 
Schumer has requested $75 million in 
new security funds to adequately protect 
the area surrounding the trials. In a time of 
record breaking deficits, how many more 
costs can we expect from this decision?

In addition, I’m concerned that Con-
gress’ and the Administration’s previous 
approval of the Military Commissions Act 

has been side-stepped. Those terrorists 
who attacked the USS Cole, U.S. embas-
sies, and other military targets around 
the world should be prosecuted using the 
Military Commissions. Any attack by 
foreign nationals upon the U.S. is an act of 
war and all should be prosecuted equally 
using the approved Military Commis-
sions, not civilian courts that are designed 
to adjudicate violations of United States 
criminal and civil laws. We risk not only 
the handing over of sensitive intelligence 
as we saw in the 1993 prosecutions of 
the first World Trade Center attacks, but 
also providing a forum for these terrorists 
to act as their own attorneys and make a 

mockery of our justice system.
In response, I joined over 40 of my col-

leagues in the House of Representatives 
in co-sponsoring H.R. 4127 to amend the 
Military Commissions Act of 2009. This 
would make it mandatory that all foreign 
terrorists stand trial before the previously 
established Military Commissions rather 
than a civilian court. We must act imme-
diately to close this loophole and keep 
terrorists from our shores. This is not a 
decision to be made in haste, and we must 
fully consider the ramifications of holding 
terror trials just steps away from Ground 
Zero, Wall Street, and the homes of mil-
lions of citizens.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

I responded to an article in 
the Rappahanock Record that 
featured the Holiday Stamps 
the U.S. Postal Service is sell-
ing this year.

There were pictures of sev-
eral stamps, none of which 
spoke to the real reason of 
Christmas.  From the article 
and pictures I “assumed” (most 
of you know what that word 
means) the Post Office was not 
including a Madonna and Child 
stamp this year.

This prompted me to write 
a letter in protest which was 
printed in the Rappahannock 
Record.

I now find myself sending 
a letter of apology to the Post 
Office and to anyone who may 
have admonished them due to 
my letter.

There is a beautiful Madonna 
stamp this year, which I discov-
ered at a Post Office here in 
Florida where we are spending 
the winter.

I am sorry for any problems 
this article may have caused. 
May the Reason of the Season 
bring Peace and Blessings to 
all.

Ellen Gowans, 
Kilmarnock and Lady Lake, Fla.

There really is
a Madonna and
Christchild stamp

With a respectful nod to 
the First Parents of us all in 
the Garden of Eden, I like to 
remember my more current 
heritage here in America. 

Thanksgiving season is spe-
cial to me as it is really the 
beginning of the Holy Season 
and we prepare our hearts 
with an attitude of gratitude.  
It seems from our “correct” 
and more “enlightened” view 
of history that America was  
really invaded and occupied by 
another nation with a political 
agenda to suppress the minori-
ties and plunder their natural 
resources.  We were founded 
by two peoples with opposing 
dreams.  

 If that is true, then my heri-
tage is the result of both “from 
heres” and “come heres.” I am 
both the  European sailor arriv-
ing in a foreign port and the 
Native girl waiting for him on 
the shore.  I am both the Chris-
tian missionary and the Barbar-

Pilgrim and Indian

ian mission-field. 
I wear the black cassock of 

the Pilgrim while dressing my 
long dark hair with feathers.  
I tote a big 1611 King James 
Bible while walking barefoot.  
I love to roam the woods while 
practicing my sermons of the 
Gospel to Unbelievers.  I know 
the name of the Great Spirit of 
my ancestors is the same Holy 
One who was born across the 
sea in Bethlehem. 

I am both the Pilgrim and 
the Indian and so very thank-
ful that two seemingly oppo-
sites were attracted and real-
ized their dreams together.  The 
little Dutch boy who found his 
Cherokee squaw brought all 
these wonderful blessings into 
my heritage.  

Perhaps their dreams were 
not so opposite after all.  In 
retrospect, the Pilgrims and the 
Indians held the same dream: a 
Land  for the Free and a Home 
for the Brave...and the Squaw. 

Celebrate the differences in 
your heritage this Holy Season.  
Worship the Great Spirit, 
the Heavenly Father, and the 
Only Begotten Son Jesus. Our 
dreams are not so very differ-
ent when closely examined 
with the heart. 

So, stick a feather in your 
hair and be a visionary Pilgrim 
on the road of Life.  And give 
thanks unto the Lord for He is 
Good!

Grace Harley,
White Stone

I am compelled as the 
son of a former columnist 
to point out the error on the 
lead article, top half of  the 
November 19 issue.

Your article on the 
nor’easter refers to wind 
speed measurements made 
at “Oceana Air Force Base.” 
My father, retired U.S. Navy 
Captain William A. Schroeder 
Jr., who wrote a “Persnickety 
Perspectives” column for the 
Record for some years, would 
be quick to point out that his 
command of “Oceana Naval 
Air Station” was the high-
light of his 30-year career 
with the United States Navy.

No offense to the USAF, 
but I’m sure dad would 
gently chide you to get the 
facts right.

Jeff Schroeder,
Irvington 

For the Record

Fiction
or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
I got a call from the commit-

tee last week. The call.
They wanted me for my 

beard and long hair.
I’m thinking shepherd, 

maybe even a wise man.
Why don’t I ever land a wise 

man role? I was a fill-in once 
for a wise man who got sick. 
And you know there’re always 
more shepherds and sheep than 
you need.

But people looked at me 
funny. Like you know you’re 
not really a wise man. You’re 
really just a shepherd who 
wants to be a wise man.

We don’t always get what we 
want. Just be thankful, there is 
a role for you.

Wrong call.
They want me to play Santa.
No way.
That’s like playing God.
Not me.
They want someone with a 

naturally white beard.
Sorry, I trimmed my beard. 

It got rid of most of the white. 
I even trimmed my hair and it 
wasn’t white enough.

Oh, they can take care of 
that.

No. I’m not a Santa kind of 
guy.

Sure, I like kids. And single 
moms. 

See, that’s part of the prob-
lem. I don’t have the Santa 
personality.

Ho, ho, ho. No, no, no.
You say Santa and most 

people picture some big, round 
fellow in a red suit, white hair, 
white beard.

Not me. I fast forward to 
single moms. It’s a motivational 
disorder of some sorts. Not the 
kind of character trait you look 
for in a guy portraying Santa.

Thanks for thinking of me, 
but I’m just not Santa material.

Any single moms on the 
committee? Single grand-
moms?

I don’t even have a red suit.
Oh, they have one. It’s a one-

size-fits-all, plush polyester. It 
comes with a big black belt and 
a removable pillow.

Believe me, one-size-fits-all 
does not even come close. I 
remember my cow costume.
That’s a one-size-fits-all. It 
hasn’t fit in four years, and it 
was always a little snug. I won’t 
be needing the pillow.

And plush polyester has 
flammable written all over it.

Oh, it’s a no smoking venue.
How nice. There’s nothing 

any more disgusting than a 
Santa who smokes, or drinks in 
excess.

Sure, I believe in Santa. 
Where do you think the GPS 
came from?

Everybody knows one of his 
elves invented it to make the 
worldwide Christmas Eve toy 
delivery detail more efficient.

And if you ask me, the elf 
got a raw deal. He did all the 
work and Santa’s got the patent.

No, I’m not your Santa. I 
don’t even own a GPS.
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Lazy Days Pools & Spas
Route  200N • Kilmarnock

(804) 435-2136
Mon - Fri 10-3 • Sat 10-1

Hot Tub

2 Left!  Selling at cost!
Great Gift for Christmas
Clearance SALE

Antique Glassware Roadshow

Bring in your favorite 
Antique Glassware

(Plates, Bowls, Pitchers, etc) 
for a FREE Appraisal 
by Orva Heissenbuttel.
Let Orva tell you the 

value of your treasured pieces.
(Limit 2 Items per customer)

25 Sandy Street at the light in Callao  •  Open 7 days  •  804-529-5478

Fine Things
Saturday, December 5 • 11-4

YOUR LETTERS

Please read the provisions 
of the Cap and Trade Bill that 
passed the House of Represen-
tatives and is being considered 
by the Senate. If one is thinking 
about selling one’s house, take 
a look at H.R. 2454, the Cap 
and Trade Bill.  It’s unbelieve-
able.

A year after enactment of 
the act,  no one will  be able 
to sell  a home unless  it is 
retrofitted to comply with the 
energy and water efficiency 
standards passed by the House 
of Representatives. If it is also 
passed by the Senate, it will be 
the largest tax increase any of 
us has ever experienced.

The Congressional Budget 
Office estimates that in a few 
years the average cost to every 
family of four will be $6,800 
per year. No one is excluded.   

This awful bill has many 
more surprises in it. Prob-
ably the worst one is this:  a 
year from now  no one will be 
able to sell  his/her house. The 
caveat is that if  one has enough 
money to make required major 
upgrades to  the home, then  one 
can sell it. But, if not, forget it. 
Even pre-fabricated homes  are 
included.

In effect, this bill prevents 
anyone from selling  a home 
without the permission of the 
EPA administrator. To get this 
permission,  the energy effi-
ciency of the home  to be sold  
must be measured. Then the 
government will determine the 
new energy efficiency require-
ment and  the homeowner  will 
be forced to make modifications 
to  the home under the retrofit 
provisions of this act to comply 
with the new energy and water 
efficiency requirements.

Then the home will have to 
be remeasured and a license, 
or “label” according to the act, 
must be posted on  the property 
to show what  the efficiency 
rating is.  If the house does not 
receive a high enough rating,  it 
can’t be sold.

Additionally, the EPA admin-
istrator is authorized to raise 
the standards every year, even 
above the automatic energy 
efficiency increases built into 
the act. The EPA administrator, 
appointed by the president, will 
run the Cap and Trade program, 
the “American Clean Energy 
and Security Act of 2009,” 
and is authorized to make any 
future changes to the regula-
tions and standards  he alone 
determines to be in the govern-
ment’s best interest. Require-
ments are set low initially so 
the bill will pass Congress, but 
then the administrator can set 
much tougher new standards 
every year.  

Within  five years, 90 per-
cent of all residential homes 
in the U.S. must be measured 
and labeled. The label must 
be  displayed in a conspicu-
ous place on the house similar 
to a car license plate.  Each 
EPA measurement will cost 
the homeowner approximately 
$200 - at least at first, but just 
like emission control tests that 
started out at $15, this fee will 
no doubt escalate.

 If passed, this bill will not 
only cost each one of us a sig-
nificant amount of money, but 
will further deteriorate our 
rights and freedoms.  I hope 
all of you are enjoying the 
“change!” 

Rebecca Nunn,
Kilmarnock

Act imposes a
home license

I am amazed at how many 
people do not know what is 
going on with our government 
in this country today. Currently 
the Senate has voted to move 
forward with the healthcare 
bill; it has not passed yet, but 
it is well on its way. This is a 
2,000-page bill that they have 
not even read. How can we 
expect them to read a 2,000-
page bill when they obviously 
have not read the Constitution? 

A majority of the people are 
happy with the healthcare that 
they have. Most people do not 
know what is in this healthcare 
bill. This is not an optional 
thing; it is mandatory that you 
have healthcare. If you do not 
have healthcare, you face up to 
five years in jail and a $25,000  
fine.

The people in Washington 
are ramming this bill through 
against the will of the people. 
Washington has not seen pro-
tests like those today since 
Viet Nam, yet they are acting 
like they are due to a few dis-
gruntled people. Tea Parties 

Getting the
government
back on track

are forming everywhere and 
growing in numbers by the 
day. Right here in the Northern 
Neck the Tea Party has gone 
from eight people in the living 
room of my house to over 100 
at the firehouse in Lively twice 
a month in a few months.

The healthcare bill will put 
more people out of work as 
more small businesses go under 
due to the burdens this govern-
ment is putting on them. Take 
a look around your community. 
Businesses are going under on 
a regular basis. Do you see new 
businesses taking their place? 
It is as if this administration’s 
goal is to put small businesses 
out of business, while saving 
big businesses and promoting 
unions. The president has sur-
rounded himself with Czars in 
the White House, some who 
are self-avowed communists, 
which does not get any press 
coverage, even in local papers.

I encourage anyone who is 
concerned with what is going 
on in this country to come to a 
Tea Party meeting and see what 
we are about. We are not racist 
right-wing radicals; we are 
mostly church-going moms, 
dads, grandmothers, grandfa-
thers, business owners, employ-
ees, the unemployed, preachers, 
teachers, military, and retired 
military. We are your neighbors 
and your friends. 

I am surprised that I have 
not seen any African Ameri-
cans show up at our meetings. 
I know that there are unhappy 
African Americans who don’t 
know who we are, so I am 
inviting them to come to our 
next meeting. I am inviting 
everyone who cares to come 
and join us and help get this 
great country of ours back on 
the right track. 

 Jim Spiess,
Lancaster

“The banks need more regu-
lation. Look at the mess they 
got us into!” seems to be the 
mantra today. 

I was ill at home last week 
and made the mistake of watch-
ing the news. The story opened 
with a graphic showing “Wall 
Street” and the red pitchfork 
of the devil. The announcer 
immediately went into a dia-
tribe about the arrogance and 
greed of banks. Needless to 
say, there was no discernment 
between the handful of money-
center banks and the 8,200 
other banks in the country.

If you sense I’m a tad bit sen-
sitive about this topic, you’re 
right. The community banks of 
this country did not precipitate 
this calamity. The whole situa-
tion reminds me of a line from 
an Indigo Girls song, “Now I’m 
serving time for mistakes made 
by another in another lifetime.”  
Community banks like Chesa-
peake Bank have continued to 
lend in this economic recession 
and be supportive of the econo-
mies of the communities they 
serve.

The clarion call from Wash-
ington for greater regulation 
will unduly penalize the com-
munity banks of America, the 
ones who have continued to 
“play ball” over the past year. 
The disparate impact these pro-
posed regulations will have on 
the industry is to drive smaller 
banks out of the market and 
further exacerbate “the big are 
getting bigger” and too-big-to-
fail problem.

So, the next time you hear 
or read a report about the need 
to get the banks under con-
trol, think critically about your 
banks down the street and what 
they’ve done for your commu-
nity. If you think we need to be 
tarred with the same brush, so 
be it.  If not, please speak out.

Jeffrey M. Szyperski, President 
and Chief Executive Officer, 

Chesapeake Bank, Kilmarnock

Regulatory reform

When the Storm of 1933 vis-
ited this area, conditions were 
already depressed by what was 
called “The Great Depression.”

Wharfs had been built along 
the shores and steamboats car-
ried cattle, fowl and vegetables 
to Baltimore to be sold by ship-
ping companies. When the storm 
of 1933 destroyed these wharfs, 
life was made more difficult 
for people living in the North-
ern Neck area. Trucking slowly 
replaced shipping by steam-
boats.

My late husband, Warren 
Johnson, grew up in Morattico. 
The storm of 1933 destroyed the 
wharf there along with wharfs at 
Westland, Sharps and other areas. 
Because of the time of year, the 

Heavy rains 
remind some 
of 1933 storm

residents lost their produce from 
vegetable gardens and fruit trees. 
Both of these were sold overseas 
and were sources of food.

Some of the Lancaster county 
natives sold these products in 
Baltimore; eggs, watermelons, 
cantaloupes and other products 
as well. The river was a source 
of food—fish, oysters and crabs. 
Neighbors shared with each 
other. City relatives helped their 
country relatives through these 
difficult times.

According to Warren, water 
came up to the second floor of 
some homes in Morattico. It only 
got up to the door of the kitchen 
of his home.

In other areas of the county 
destruction was extensive. The 
boyhood home of the late Bill 
Lee in Foxwell was destroyed. 
Remains of broken dishes and 
chimneys can still be seen there 
and at other places in the county.

As many people want to locate 
on the water, Warren never 
wanted to live on the water. His 
reason was that he experienced 
the August Storm of 1933 and he 
had seen several people drown.

Many people often think of 
the August Storm of 1933 when 
we have heavy rainy weather as 
we have had recently.

Mary Lee Johnson,
Kilmarnock

The Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee will 
hold a caucus at noon Decem-
ber 12 to elect a chair and 
vice chair for finance and 
administration, vice chair for 
precinct operation, secretary 
and treasurer.

The caucus will be held at 
the Lancaster Woman’s Club 
on Route 3 in Lancaster.

Rules require the caucus site 
to open at 11 a.m. and close at 
noon. If an attendee is in line 
at closing time, they will be 
permitted into the caucus.

The caucus is open to all 
voters registered in Lancaster 
County.

Lancaster
Democrats 
to elect officers

SHOP LOCAL THIS CHRISTMAS!

A phone number erroneously 
appeared with a letter of thanks 
published last week. Apologies 
to Bonnie Abbott.

Correction
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(Reprints from the Novem-
ber 26, 1909, issue of the Vir-
ginia Citizen)
Fish and Oyster Notes

“It is unlawful to ship or to 
sell to interstate commerce oys-
ters or other shellfish taken from 
unsanitary or polluted beds.”

“It is unlawful to ship or to 
sell interstate commerce oys-
ters or other shellfish which 
have become polluted because 
of packing under unsanitary 
conditions or being placed in 
unclean receptacles.
Oysters Galore

First season in our history 
that a dozen eggs will buy a 
bushel of oysters. There was 
a time when oysters were 
considered a luxury and only 
the well-to-do could feast on 
them, but that time has gone, 
and one dozen eggs will buy 
today a bushel of oysters that 
will open one gallon of plump 
oysters, or one bushel of corn 
will buy two bushels that will 
open two gallons, and few 

things in the eating line are so 
good, so cheap and go so far 
today as oysters.
Caught on the Fly

Governor Swanson has 
appointed Wayland Doggett, 
Kilmarnock, a notary public.

The next stated communica-
tion of Heathsville Lodge, No. 
109, A.F.& A.M., will be held 
December 24.

A.  G. Headley, who has 
been living in Boston and Bal-
timore for some time, expects 
to visit his parental home in 
Northumberland county early 
next month.
Notice These

Good printer wanted.
Clerk wanted at Irvington.
Store and stock of merchan-

dise for sale.
Up to date fish factory and 

steamers for sale.
Chincoteague ponies for sale 

at Citizen office (Irvington).
Store and dwelling in White 

Stone village for sale.
Cabbage plants for sale in 

small or large quantities.
Chesapeake & Ohio Rail-

road trains between Old Point 
and St. Louis.

J. W. Clarkson of Sharps, 
Va., leading merchant on the 
Rappahannock, has new ad 
this week. For bargains in mer-
chandise his store is the leader; 
try him.
Boat News

What are the characteris-
tics of the schooner, bugeye, 
pungy and sloop? A schoo-
ner is a vessel of two or more 
masts, all rigged with fore and 
aft canvas; a pungy is a two-
masted vessel with no waist, 
fitted with raking masts and 
fore and aft canvas; a bugeye 
is a large type of the canoe 
decked over, rigged with two 
masts carrying leg of mutton 
sails; a sloop is a one masted 
craft with a mainsail and jib.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Washington, D.C.—Sen. Jim 
Webb recently announced the 
Senate healthcare bill is avail-
able at webb.senate.gov. for 
public review. Webb has repeat-
edly called for greater trans-
parency and public engage-
ment throughout the healthcare 
debate.

In mid-October, Webb and 
eight of his colleagues called 

on Majority Leader Harry Reid 
to post the text and complete 
budget scores of the healthcare 
bill on a public website at least 
72 hours prior to both the first 
vote and final passage.

“Reforming healthcare in 
our country is one of the most 
monumental undertakings by 
Congress in decades, and the 
American public’s participa-

tion in this process is critical,” 
said Webb. “After calling for 
the Senate bill to be posted on 
a public website, I am pleased 
that the healthcare legislation is 
now available online for Con-
gress and the American people 
to review in advance of the vote. 
I, along with my staff, will be 
closely reading and analyzing 
the bill in the days ahead.”

Here lies poor Mary Jane 
McGrisson,

A devoted mother and wife,
Who suffered an attack of a 

“prexisting condition”
Which threatened the poor 

woman’s life.
But her healthcare insurer 

said no way
For any treatment would they 

pay,
So sadly this victim of “for 

profit” health insurance
Like thousands of others, 

needlessly passed away.
This little “tombstone” lim-

erick dramatizes a real problem 
in this nation which hopefully 
our new healthcare legislation 
will help ease.

With our privatized “for 
profit” system, too many are 
at the mercy of some corpo-
rate insurance bureaucrat who 
makes life and death decisions 
based on his firm’s profit margin 
rather than the client’s benefit. 
Search “healthcare insurance 
horror stories” on the internet 
to get an idea of what I mean. 
No wonder one of the most 
common causes of personal 
bankruptcy is medical cost.

As the debate over healthcare 
goes on, we are exposed to an 
endless array of TV ads attack-
ing healthcare reform. Not sur-
prising, the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce sponsors some of 
these ads which is understand-

How did the drive to enact health reform veer 
off course and, more importantly, how can it get 
back on track? These are the critical questions 
facing American policy makers today.

The fact that health reform has lost its 
momentum is indisputable and not contradicted 
by the House’s passage of reform legislation, an 
inevitability given the large Democratic major-
ity in that body and House rules that prevent the 
minority from having any 
meaningful ability to stop 
or even slow a controversial 
bill.

It’s more instructive to 
compare where we are 
today with the state of play at the beginning of 
the year when the president and both political 
parties in Congress were working constructively 
on a health reform effort that had strong support 
from the American people. President Obama’s 
plan to have a bill passed by August seemed an 
easy request to fulfill.

Today, by contrast, the most recent Rasmus-
sen poll shows only 45 percent of the public 
supporting current health reform legislation 
with 52 percent opposed, and majorities believ-
ing reform will raise the cost and lower the qual-
ity of healthcare. Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid has dispensed with the idea of deadlines 
altogether and Capitol Hill publications are 
reporting that it’s increasingly likely no health 
reform bill will pass this year.

So what happened? It’s become clear over 
these past few months that Congress has taken 
its eyes off the real health reform prize. We don’t 
hear debate and discussion in Washington, D.C., 
over how to improve healthcare delivery or how 
to reform our payment systems so that dollars are 
paying for quality and better patient outcomes. 
Rather, all discourse seems to be focused on the 
so-called public plan option, which has become 
nothing less than a holy crusade for those who 
want government more involved in healthcare, 
and insurance company bashing.

That’s no way to move legislation that will 
affect every American and one-fifth of our 
economy. The declining polls reflect the fact 
that the bills moving forward do too little in 
terms of developing a high quality, innovative 
and affordable healthcare system.

It’s not too late, though, to get this effort back 
on track. Here are some steps that congressio-
nal leaders should take to regain a health reform 
approach that can earn the public’s confidence.

• Get serious about a fully insured America. 
Right now, the Senate’s health reform bills do 
one very good thing. They require that every-
one have access to health insurance regardless 

of pre-existing medical health conditions. But, 
the Senate doesn’t take the next necessary step, 
requiring everyone to accept the responsibility 
to have coverage. The bills’ penalties for not 
having insurance are so minor that many healthy 
Americans will wait until they’re injured or sick 
before purchasing coverage. That will drive 
costs higher for everyone who does have insur-
ance.

Then, Congress needs to use tax incentives 
and subsidies to give low-income Americans 

a ticket into the system. 
The House bill wants 
to accomplish this goal 
through an historic expan-
sion of Medicaid. That’s 
potential catastrophe for 

states already unable to afford coverage for 
their current Medicaid recipients, as well as for 
physicians and hospitals that are reimbursed by 
Medicaid at rates far below the actual cost of 
providing care.

• End the public plan option controversy once 
and for all. I don’t need to write more about 
this than has already be written. It’s devi-
sive. It’s unnecessary. It can’t get 60 votes 
in the Senate. Let’s get it off the table now 
and focus on the important issues of health 
reform.

• Make payment and delivery reform vis-
ible priorities. Too little attention has been 
devoted to these core issues of health reform. 
Yes, the current reform bills include impor-
tant pilot programs and demonstration proj-
ects, but lawmakers need to spell out a vision 
of how we can ensure that our healthcare 
dollars are paying for better health outcomes 
and not just greater volume of services.

• Stop ignoring the medical liability issue. 
To make this bill truly bipartisan, medical 
liability reform needs to be more than just a 
passage in a presidential speech. The Con-
gressional Budget Office has found $50 bil-
lion in liability-related unnecessary spend-
ing, in federal programs alone, because of 
doctors practicing defensive medicine to 
avoid litigation. It’s a glaring omission to 
leave this out of health reform legislation.

Too much progress has been made to allow 
health reform to fail. At the same time, it 
would be a tragedy to squander this unique, 
once-in-a-generation opportunity on legisla-
tion that falls short of health reform’s origi-
nal objectives and may even do more harm 
than good. It’s not too late to get this job 
done right, but time is running short.

Mary R. Grealy is president of the Health-
care Leadership Council, a coalition of chief 
executives of the nation’s leading healthcare 
companies and organizations.

River Counties Chapter 
of the American Red Cross 
thanks all our dedicated vol-
unteers for the continued work 
they perform throughout the 
year in disaster, armed forces, 
blood drives, financial devel-
opment and health and safety 
courses. 

Although our services are 
free to those who need us, 
without the financial support 
of our donors and of local busi-
nesses through their donations, 
this could not be achieved.

And last but not least, to the 
newspapers and radio stations 
who dedicate their resources, 
not only to us but to all orga-
nizations in the community 
through public relations. 

Thank you to all, for the gift 
that saves the day and happy 
holidays to all our community.

Julie Dudley, executive director
American Red Cross River 

Counties Chapter, Kilmarnock

Editor’s note: This letter of 
thanks arrived after last week’s 
paper went to press.

Hitting the reset button 
on healthcare reform

by Mary R. Grealy

COMMENTARY

Senate Healthcare Bill now available online
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YOUR LETTERS

Need is real for
healthcare reform

able because the very wealthy 
insurance companies are big 
contributors to the Chamber. 
Some sponsor ads that make 
negative claims that are pre-
posterous, the enemies of this 
administration are not about to 
let the truth get in their way.

In any case, the need for 
reform is very real. The 2008 
American College of Physi-
cians State of the Nation’s 

Healthcare Briefing, compar-
ing the U.S. with other nations, 
concluded that “in 2008 we 
spend more on health care 
than any other industrialized 
country and get less in return.” 
Let’s hope, for the good of the 
nation and our 46 million unin-
sured people, we can turn this 
shameful situation around.

Frank Mann,
Lancaster

A time to say Thanks

The Rappahannock Record 
will continue a long-standing 
holiday tradition by publishing 
letters to Santa in the Decem-
ber 23 issue.

Letters must be in the 
Record office by Wednesday, 
December 16, in order to 
appear in the special section. 
If letters are written as a class 
project, teachers are urged 
to submit them by Friday, 
December 11.

Letters should be writ-
ten with a dark pencil or ink 
and include the child’s name, 
age and hometown. Parents, 
teachers and others are asked 
to make certain the letters are 
legible. Teachers are reminded 
to include their first and last 
names with the class submis-
sion (Miss, Mrs. and Mr. are 
not first names).

The Rappahannock Record 
mailing address is P.O. Box 

400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482. 
Letters also may be faxed to 
804-435-2632, emailed to 
mail@rrecord.com, or dropped 
through the front door slot at 
27 North Main Street in Kil-
marnock.

The December 23 issue also 
will include holiday greet-
ings from area merchants 
and others. The deadline for 
these advertising messages is 
December 17.

Santa letters due by December 16

Your Holiday Shopping Starts Here
www.rrecord.com ➠ classified

Email your
NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com


