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Money issues
adding up for
Northumberland
County schools

Town seeks
grant to cover
comprehensive
plan expenses

by Starke Jett

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—The town council met a November 7 deadline for
applying for a block grant to help
fund an update of its comprehensive
plan.
Town manager Patrick Frere told
the council at last Thursday’s regular monthly meeting the paperwork
had been completed and several letters of support from area politicians
and boards of supervisors had been
secured.
According to Frere, comprehensive plans should be updated every
five years. White Stone’s plan was
last updated in November 2000.
The Virginia Department of Mines,
Minerals and Energy will be receiving $9.17 million in block grants from
the Federal Department of Energy as
part of the American Recovery Act.
Development of a comprehensive
plan is an acceptable use of those
grant funds as long as the plan contains an energy efficiency element,
said Frere.
The council is requesting $40,000
to be spread over two fiscal years.
The plan should be completed by the
fall of 2010.

Catalog for
Philanthropy
included today

S

unday, November 15, is
National Philanthropy Day,
celebrated around the world as a
day to recognize the work of charities and remember the extraordinary achievements that philanthropy—giving, volunteering and
social engagement—has made in
all aspects of life.
On National Philanthropy Day,
donors and volunteers are recognized for their philanthropic work
and the public is encouraged to
get involved with charities in their
communities.
Locally, The River Counties Community Foundation has updated
its Catalog for Philanthropy, listing nonprofit groups in Lancaster,
Northumberland and Middlesex
counties that use volunteers and
philanthropic donations to serve
the community. A copy of the catalog is included in this issue of the
Rappahannock Record.

This aerial view shows the bridge repair crane barge and span as workers replace steel sections.

Norris Bridge repair project
is running ahead of schedule
by Starke Jett
RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER—The
$42.5 million multi-phase Robert
O. Norris Jr. Bridge repair project is
ahead of schedule and nearing completion of its first phase, steel repairs.
January 10, 2010, is the scheduled
date for 65 tons of steel to be in
place.
The repairs were started in the
spring of 2009.
Annette Adams is the structural
bridge engineer in the Saluda office
of the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) directing the project. She said the steel is replacing
four struts, 11 cross braces and one
wind brace that have “deteriorated
from exposure to salt air.”
All the sections are below the deck
level and there is no danger to the
public. Additional braces are installed
before any section is removed.
“That is why it is expensive and
time consuming,” said Adams. “You
can’t just unbolt a brace and put a new
one in. Extra supports are installed
before a brace is taken out.”

The steel repair phase accounts
for $2.57 million of the whole repair
contract. Corman Construction from
Colonial Heights is the contractor for
this phase.
The majority of the repair cost
is for painting the entire bridge, all
1,193,626 square feet of it. Atsalis
Bros. from Clinton, Mich., has the
contract for the $22.3 million first
phase of the painting project, which
is under way concurrently with the
steel replacement.
The company will use 15,000 gallons to paint all the bridge sections,
except the channel span, and is due to
be finished in late 2012. Atsalis Bros.
superintendent David Schroeder said
they are about a year ahead of schedule.
The $12 million painting of the
channel span is scheduled to start as
soon as the first phase is completed,
but Adams said only about 10 percent of that money has been allocated
so far. The contract has not been
awarded yet.
The total cost for both painting
phases is $34.3 million.

The painting of the bridge involves
the removal of toxic lead paint used
the last time the bridge was painted
more than 30 years ago. Specially
trained and equipped workers trap
paint being removed, which is transferred to a hazardous waste facility
for disposal.
“The containment is total,” said
Adams. “No lead chips or dust are
allowed into the air or waterway.”

Final phase

The last phase of the whole project is re-decking the roadway on the
bridge. Adams said a new type of
asphalt, which hasn’t been used in
Virginia yet, will be installed. It has
gotten good reviews in other states
where it has been employed, she
said.
A $400,000 contract will be advertised in early November for a company
to lay the first test section, consisting
of one span on the lower part of the
bridge. Once the test is complete, the
rest of the $6.7 million decking contract will be advertised and awarded,

LOTTSBURG—The
Northumberland school board received more
bad news this week regarding school
budgeting. It followed last month’s
notice of a $160,000 shortfall because
of falling sales tax revenue and lower
than anticipated enrollment.
“We are still not getting any good
news on the budget,” said school
superintendent Clint Stables.
He told the board members the state
has reconfigured the county’s composite index, a “complex formula” as
described by Stables that is used to
determine a county’s “ability to pay.”
“We have reached the top,” said
Stables with irony, referring to the
fact that Northumberland County now
has a composite index rating of .80,
the highest possible.
The designation means the county
is considered by the state to be as
wealthy as Lancaster County, which
also has a rating of .80, and Alexandria in the overall ability to raise funds
for the school budget.
Stables said the higher index rating
could result in the loss of $375,000 in
state revenue for next year’s budget.
The budget committee starts working
in January.
“Well, the good news is it will never
get any worse,” said board member
Dean Sumner.
Stables pointed out that the relatively low property tax rate in the
county is one factor that determines
the composite index. Northumberland’s 40 cents per $100 of value is
less than half the rates in some Virginia counties.
“They just want to make us raise
our tax rate,” said board chairman Lee
Scripture.
Stables said he doesn’t anticipate
any personnel changes to address
the possible shortfall in the current
budget. He said the administration
will continue to monitor the sales tax
revenue information provided by the
governor’s office.
MONEY, continued on page A2

Correction

In the front page story last week
regarding the H1N1 vaccine, a quote
attributed to Janet Lewis, from her
husband’s practice in Burgess, actually should have been attributed to
Janet Crowther, Dr. Lewis’s office
manager for more than 30 years, By
coincidence, Dr. Lewis’ wife and
office manager have the same first
NORRIS, continued on page A2 name.

Hospital earns outstanding performance award
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—When Phillip
Purrington felt short of breath and
pain in his ribcage several weeks after
being treated in a Norfolk hospital
for broken ribs in a car accident, he
thought it best to go to the emergency
room at Rappahannock General Hospital and have it checked out.
Emergency room physicians quickly
diagnosed Purrington with congestive
heart failure and cleared a build up of
congestion in his lungs resulting from
the earlier accident.
“They spotted it right away,” said the
former Lancaster Commonwealth’s
attorney, who has a family and personal history of heart problems. Purrington spent the next few days in the
hospital and became one of the 580
cases since 2005 involved in an RGH
program set up by the American Heart
Association (AHA).
Purrington considers himself a
better judge of hospital cardiac care
than most, having had quadruple
bypass heart surgery at Sentara Hospital in Norfolk.
“I was in one of the best hospitals
for cardiac care,” he said. The selfproclaimed expert had only high praise
for RGH and its medical personnel.
“For a general hospital, I thought they
were just outstanding.”
He was worked up and treated as a
cardiac patient, said Purrington’s wife,
Connie. “They were quite comprehensive and the discharge procedure was
extensive.”
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of time. It’s a very good program.”

Silver award

According to the AHA, the medical
staff at RHG has done an excellent job
of adhering to the best practices of the
heart association in following guidelines for the identification, treatment
and monitoring of patients prone to
heart failure, the heart’s inability to
effectively pump blood through the
body. Recently, AHA’s vice president
of quality, Eric Walker, presented the
hospital a silver award as the first and
only hospital in Virginia with outstanding performance.
Looking out from his back porch,
There are 1,450 hospitals nationretired attorney Phillip Purrington wide participating in the AHA’s three
called his cardiac care at RGH guideline programs for stroke, heart
“outstanding.”
failure and coronary artery disease,
She referred to the education said RGH director of performance
patients and their families receive in improvement Jane Mitchell. Only one
order to effectively understand and other Virginia hospital was recognized
monitor their health after leaving the for outstanding performance and that
hospital. The areas recommended by was in the category of strokes, she
the AHA include: activity level and noted.
Basically, the guideline is a checkability; diet, especially fluid and salt
intake; weight; clear understanding of list of best practices set by the heart
proper medications and their usage; association, Mitchell explained. The
and knowing the warning signs of purpose of a hospital’s participation
heart failure. Also, a follow-up visit is to improve patient care and plug
is scheduled before the patient is dis- shortfalls as well as reduce medical
charged to prevent it from slipping costs.
“It’s a big accomplishment for us.
through the cracks.
Our
numbers weren’t great when we
“Comprehensive to the point of
boredom,” Purrington noted. “But I started out. You think you’re doing a
stuck with it. I’ve been in this busi- great job. but when you look at the
ness of taking care of my health and list and see where you are and where
heart for a long time. But, yes, I fol- you need to go, you realize how much
lowed the instructions. It’s not a waste better you can do,” she said.
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Rappahannock General Hospital was recognized by the American Heart
Association (AHA) as the first and only Virginia hospital with outstanding
performance in treating heart failure. From left are RGH chief executive
officer James Holmes, AHA regional vice president Eric Walker and RGH
board chairman B.H.B. Hubbard III.

Participation affects 12 departments at the hospital including ER
medical personnel, radiologists, lab
and cardiopulmonary technicians,
nurses and doctors, therapists, educators, hospitalists, case workers, pharmacists, home health nurses and LPN
Liz Cheatham, who captures and
enters information into the system
and monitors those that don’t, Mitchell said.
“The guidelines help to make sure
our patients receive the best evidencebased care we can provide,” she said.
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“It helps us not waste time, diagnose
quickly and treat effectively.”
While the hospital started following the guidelines in 2005 as part of
efforts to improve overall care, it took
time to get everyone onboard and
keep up expectations on monitoring,
Mitchell said.
“We embrace and applaud innovations that improve our collective
health,” said James Carter Jr., president of the RGH Foundation. “We are
committed to keeping abreast of new
discoveries and scientific insights.”

THIS WEEK ONLINE:

Norris Bridge repair projet
View work in progress on the Norris Bridge
through the lens of Record reporter and photographer Starke Jett at RRecord.com.
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Vote count extends into Friday, outcome remains unchanged
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Breakdowns of 15-year-old voting
machines in last week’s election
delayed final results for Lancaster precincts 301, 401 and
101 where poll workers had to
count ballots by hand, according
to voter registrar Peggy Harding.
All the previously announced
winners maintained their leads
following the counting.
Harding said the county
electoral board had to wait
for permission from the State
Board of Elections to open the
malfunctioning vote-counting
machines. Other delays resulted
when trying to reassemble poll
workers at each precinct to do
the counting.

Precinct 101

While many of the ballots
at the Ruritan Center in Lively
were initially counted, the
machine failed to count more
than 200 of them, forcing a
hand recount last Wednesday,
said Harding.
Butch Jenkins remained the
winner in the race for board
of supervisors with 644 votes
to 391 for Richard Pleasants.
School board incumbent Carl
Failmezger’s numbers jumped
to 718 in the uncontested category.
Adjusted numbers released
by Harding in the governor’s
race were Republican Bob
McDonnell 640 and Democrat
Creigh Deeds 337. In the lieutenant governor’s race, Republican Bill Bolling had 572
votes to Democrat Jody Wagner’s 361. For attorney general,
Republican Ken Cuccinelli had
457 votes to Democrat Stephen
Shannon’s 203.
In the District 99 delegate’s
race, incumbent Democrat
Albert Pollard increased his
lead with 605 votes to Republican Catherine Crabill’s 353.
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Precinct 301

After receiving state authorization, the White Stone fire
house ballots were counted
Wednesday night.
In the governor’s race,
McDonnell garnered 459 to
Deeds’ 208. In the lieutenant
governor’s column, Bolling
topped Wagner 572 to 361. And
for attorney general, Cuccinelli
won with 618 votes to Shannon’s 332.
In the District 99 contest, Pollard had 363 votes and Crabill
289.

Precinct 401

The ballots at the Kilmarnock
rescue squad building were not
counted until Friday.
In the governor’s race,
McDonnell had 394 votes to
Deeds’ 365. The results for lieutenant governor were tight with
Bolling receiving 373 votes to
Wagner’s 370. For attorney general, Cuccinelli received 389
votes to Shannon’s 358.
Results for the District 99 delegate race showed Pollard with
464 votes to Crabill’s 283.

Totals

Adjusted final tallies for Lancaster County show for governor, McDonnell at 3,051 to
Deeds at 1,661. Lieutenant governor results increased Bolling’s
lead to 2,845 to Wagner’s 1,758.
Final votes for attorney general
gave Cuccinelli 2,964 to Shannon’s 1,665.
And in the District 99 vote
for delegate, Pollard’s win was
solidified at 2,700 to Crabill’s
1,931 votes.

THE LOCAL VOTE: Lancaster County Precincts - 2009
1. Ruritan Center

McDonnell
Deeds
Bolling
Wagner
Cuccinelli
Shannon
Pollard
Crabill

640
337
572
361
618
332
605
353

by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Problems
with Lancaster County’s
vote-counting machines have
produced more questions than
answers in the days since last
week’s election.
“We have had minor problems in the past, but never
this kind of trouble,” said
voter registrar Peggy Harding. “I just don’t know what’s
causing it, whether it’s the
age of the machines or other
issues. Three machines were
recently sent out for cleaning and general maintenance.
One of those failed” on Tuesday, she said.
There are eight machines

members about a new mentoring program started this year
by Northumberland Middle
School teacher Gayle Sterrett.
Aimed for “at risk” students, it
seeks to address a higher than
average drop-out rate in the
county system.
Stables quoted a rate of
17.5 percent, or 22 students,
last year. He said that figure is
misleading, however, because
seven of the 22 have gotten
their graduation equivalency
degree, but were not counted
as graduates because the GED
program is not run through the
high school.
Stables said the GED testing
office is being moved to Rappahannock Community College’s
Workforce Development office
and will be open for business
within a week. The location
is more central for the whole
Northern Neck.

Norris Bridge
continued from page A1

Adams said.
While under repair, one lane
of the bridge has been closed
as needed, but only between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. There have
been no significant traffic
delays reported.
VDOT project manager Rob
Shackelford in the Fredericksburg office said that once all
repair phases are completed by
2013 or 2014, the bridge will
be considered viable for at least
another 30 years, although that
expectancy is subject to routine
inspections. Schroeder said the
service life of the painting job
is 25 years.
Some local citizens have lobbied the transportation department and other state officials
for the last several years to
replace the aging bridge, which

459
208
441
210
457
203
363
289

3-2. Grace

262
80
247
94
252
89
176
163

4. Rescue Squad 5. Irvington

394
365
373
370
389
358
464
283

738
272
688
311
708
287
535
460

Absentee

249
112
234
120
244
110
174
178

TOTAL

3,051
1,661
2,845
1,758
2,964
1,665
2,700
1,931

Lancaster’s voting machines on the fritz

continued from page A1

High school guidance counselor Hutt Williams informed
the board that the Bank of Lancaster will start a student bank
in Northumberland like the one
started in Lancaster Middle
School last year. It will begin
in January and will be open
one day a week for a couple of
hours.
The Bank of Lancaster
will give each student in the
school a dollar to start an
account, a total of over $400.
The bank also will provide
all the equipment needed and
train the students who will
run the bank.
“The program is designed
to encourage students to save
money,” said Williams. “They
don’t have to have their parent’s
signatures to have an account
any longer.”
Williams also told the board

309
287
290
292
296
286
383
205

3-1. White Stone

WRITE INS: Governor, 12; lieutenant governor, 9; attorney general, 11; delegate, 13; District 1 supervisor, 4; District 1
school board, 27; District 5 supervisor, 17; District 5 school board, 23.

Money issues
Student banking

2. Trinity

in Lancaster, one for each
precinct and one backup, according to Lancaster
County Electoral Board
chair Barbara Breeden. Three
machines
malfunctioned
during the vote-counting
stage of Tuesday’s election.
Harding said the process
of counting votes involves
feeding ballots through the
$6,000 machine. Once the
vote registers, the paper
ballot drops into a box
below. Poll workers remove
the counted ballots, seal
them in cardboard boxes
and deliver them to Harding’s office. However, when
the judges and at least one
candidate noticed discrep-

ancies between the number
of counted ballots to the
number of people voting,
they alerted Harding.
At that point the electoral
board called the State Board
of Elections for permission
to open the sealed boxes and
hand count ballots, Harding
reported. That prompted the
state board to contact Election Systems & Software of
Texas, the company responsible for servicing voting
machines.
A service technician arrived
in Lancaster on Thursday to
consult with the local programmer. They compared
the alignment of the printed
ballots but could find no vis-

ible errors by the printer, Ben
Franklin in Richmond.
The technician was unable
to check the machines for
other problems because Virginia code requires them to
be sealed and quarantined
for 30 days after an election
in case a recount is necessary.
“Until they can actually
get into the machines, we
won’t know what’s wrong
with them,” Harding noted.
She expects the technician to
return in January.
“It’s the first time we’ve
had this issue,” said Breeden.
“We’ll have to get to the
bottom of it and work it out
before the next election.”

Parent protests trespass
citations issued to students
KILMARNOCK—The
parent of a Lancaster High
School student wanted answers
from the school board Monday
about why students are issued
trespass citations when they
are waiting after school for
parents to pick them up.
Kim Buzzell told board
members the punishment is
not listed in the student handbook issued to students at the
beginning of the school year.
She said the citation “freaked
out my son when he got it”
and worried her because it had
a Virginia code on it declaring
trespassing as a misdemeanor
crime punishable by one year
in prison or up to a $2,500
fine.
“I’ve had four children at the
high school...and I’ve never
had this problem before,” she
said. “To be issued a trespassing notice for a minor
infraction is using no discretion. Throwing something so
harsh for something so minor
against a student if, as a mom,
I’m 10 minutes late to pick
up my child. How can I guarantee that I will be on time?
In fact, I know I will be late
sometimes.”
According to Buzzell, her
son was issued the citation
restricting him from school
grounds before 8 a.m. and
after 3:30 p.m. for the entire
school year. She likened the
practice to a “police state” and

enjoyed its 50th anniversary in
2008. It is the same type as
the bridge which collapsed in
Minnesota in 2007.
Many people think the bridge
is too old and too narrow and
dangerous for motorists, especially in inclement weather
conditions. There have been
major changes in bridge design
and safety in the last several
decades.
But the estimated $350 million price tag for a new span
has found few supporters in
the middle of a deep recession. And the fact that most
of the funds for the repairs
to the old bridge had already
been appropriated, effectively
NEWPORT NEWS—The
precluded any serious consid- Virginia Marine Resources
eration to build a new bridge Commission on October
now.
27 rejected a request from
Ron Edwards for after-thefact authorization to retain
a 115‑foot replacement pier
which was widened from
and 25 quantities mean we’re three feet to five feet and an
offering what our customers are adjacent, new, 30‑foot-long
looking for.”
by 6‑foot-wide open‑pile
“Our tree nurseries cultivate, commercial pier at his respack and ship some of the best taurant and marina facility at
species available—something the confluence of Greenvale
we’ve been doing for the citi- Creek and the Rappahannock
zens of the Commonwealth for River in Lancaster County.
92 years,” said state forester Carl
By a vote of 8-1, the comGarrison.
mission directed the removal
Those interested in purchasing of all of the unpermitted and
tree seedlings can log onto dof. unauthorized structures.
virginia.gov and order from the
The
commission
also
more than 40 species available. rejected a request from VirThe online store also includes ginia Waterman’s Associainformation to help landowners tion president Ken Smith to
with pricing and shipping details declare an emergency and
and choosing the right species. A open large sections of the
seedling price guide, with a mail- Great Wicomico River to
in order form, is also available at commercial oystering. Howany VDOF office.
ever, a section near the mouth
To place an order over the of the river will remain
phone, call the Augusta Forestry open for public oystering as
Center at 540-363-7000.
planned.

referenced a parents’ movement called “No tolerance for
Zero Tolerance,” saying she
now understood what the title
meant.
Students should not be punished because of their parents’
actions, she said, and asked the
board to look at the policy to
determine what is reasonable.
School superintendent Susan
Sciabbarrasi suggested the
school’s leadership committee
look into the issue and asked
Buzzell to offer the committee
some suggestions for improvement.
The school board met with
Buzzell in closed session,
but took no action when they
returned.
While school officials would
not comment on Buzzell’s situation, high school principal

Lori Watrous denied students
are issued trespass violations
when they are waiting to be
picked up after school.
She spoke to Buzzell after
the meeting and invited her
to offer suggestions for consideration prior to her staff ’s
November 16 leadership committee meeting.
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VMRC rejects
local requests

Tree seedling store now online
CHARLOTTESVILLE—
Virginians looking to plant trees
on their land in the spring can go
to their computer and find The
Virginia Department of Forestry
(VDOF) tree seedling store.
VDOF has expanded the quantities of its offerings. Seedlings
are now available in bundles of
10 and 25; previously, the smallest quantity of bare root seedlings
available was 50.
“Adding smaller quantities
allows us to meet the needs of
some of our customers,” said
nursery forester Josh McLaughlin. “Not every customer is planting 100 trees or more. Some
landowners want to add trees
to their property, and since they
have a smaller area to plant, they
want to make a purchase without
buying large numbers of seedlings that they can’t use. The 10
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COMING ADVENTURES
2010

Local Government News
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland Board of Supervisors will hold two public hearings at 7 p.m. today (November
12) at the courts building in Heathsville.
The board will begin its regular monthly business session at
5 p.m.
The first hearing will address a request for special exception
from Frederick and Deborah Marl to allow “Farming with Livestock,” including horses and goats, on their property at 2398
Fairport Road.
The second hearing will consider a request from the Greater
Reedville Association for a conditional use permit to place a
classroom trailer on property on Old Bethany Road to be used
for storage.
All persons interested in speaking about these issues are urged
to attend the meeting and/or contact the county administrator,
Kenny Eades, at 580-7666. Written inquiries or comments can
be e-mailed to keades@co.northumberland.va.us.
IRVINGTON—The town council will hold a public hearing
tonight (November 12) on a proposed ordinance for the operation of golf carts and utility vehicles on town streets.
The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the town hall on
Steamboat Road.
A second hearing will address a request for a conditional use
permit for Donald Elbourn to open an electrical business office
and storage at 4525 Irvington Road, previously occupied by
Lighthouse Towing.
In a special session two weeks ago, council approved a $250
donation to the Boys & Girls Club. As a result, several members requested creation of a discretionary fund category for the
annual budget which will be discussed under new business.
Zoning administrator Bob Hardesty will report on the cleanup
at Irvington Marina, street lighting on Chesapeake Drive and a
reappointment to the town planning commission.
KILMARNOCK—The town council will conduct two
public hearings Monday, November 16. The meeting will begin
at 7 p.m. in the town hall at 514 North Main Street.
The first hearing will address proposed changes to the nuisance ordinance to get tough on residents who leave debris in
their yards.
Amendments to the nuisance ordinance address the removal
of trash, garbage and other debris from private property by
allowing the town to have the debris removed at the owner’s
expense and levy stiff fines against offenders who do not comply
within 15 days of notification by town officials.
The second hearing will address a rezoning request for a
Planned Unit Development (PUD) in town.
The request from Northern Neck LLC seeks to rezone 112
acres behind homes north of Irvington Road and behind establishments west of School Street in order to build a PUD subdivision. The property is now zoned low-density residential and
general commercial.
The proposed development of Kilmarnock Glen would
establish a neighborhood mix of some 450 single-family and
multi-family housing units, two-and-a-half acres of commercial
development, and 40 percent open land with parks and walking
trails. It would be developed over a 20-year span.
The main entrance would be on Irvington Road with a second
entrance on School Street north of The Lancashire nursing
home.

Feb. 14-26

Holiday Book Sale under way
The Holiday Book Sale at Lancaster Community Library will
be held today, Thursday, November 12, and Friday, November
13, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday, November 14, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The books cover many subjects and are like
new. From left, Luci York and Rose Marie Smallwood sort the
stock.

Nut sale orders still accepted
The Women of Grace Episcopal Church in Kilmarnock
are still taking orders for nuts,
to be available for pick-up
November 18 through 22.
They offer salted and unsalted
Hub’s peanuts in a 20-ounce tin
for $12 and a 40-ounce tin for

$17; a 20-ounce tin of chocolate covered peanuts for $14;
a 20-ounce tin of Calhoun’s
chocolate-covered pecans for
$17; and a 16-ounce bag of
shelled pecan halves for $10
To place an order, call Kinnet
Ehring at 438-9320.

Historyland Raffle
First Prize - $300

Great Deal for $1!
6 tickets for $5
1 ticket for $1

Royal Caribbean's Explorer of the Seas
12 night S. Caribbean cruise from Cape Liberty, NJ
Mar. 28
"Wicked" Matinee Richmond's Landmark
Theater. Motorcoach from Kilmarnock
May 30-June 4 Carnival's Glory from Norfolk
6 day cruise to Bahamas
June 5-16
Diamond Princess
Vancouver to Fairbanks
June 13-20 Holland America's Oosterdam
Alaska round trip from Seattle-Prices start at $999
Aug.2-15
Holland America's Ryndam
Fairbanks to Vancouver-Special group prices & incentives
Aug.7-19
Holland America's Nieuw Amsterdam Escorted Cruise
Mediterranean Tapestry-Barcelona to Venice
Sept. 11-20 Spectacular Oberammergau-Passion Play Escorted Tour
A powerful story of the life & death of Jesus

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”
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Prizes are:
2nd - Gayle Mandell Pastel
Gift Certificates:
3rd - $100 Credit-Farm & Home
4th - $75 - Seven Martini Bar
5th - $50 - KC’s Crabs & Cues
Other Prizes:
6th - Quilt - 70”x 90”
7th - Cross Stitch Map of NN
8th - Hand Painted Vase by Chris Young
9th - HCW Food Basket
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Historyland Community Workshop Sale
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DO NOT MISS THIS EVENT !
Purchase Pieces to be Signed or
Personalized - A Perfect Way to
Make A Special Gift More Special
s #ORPORATE 'IFTS
s (OLIDAY 0RESENTS
s 7EDDING 'IFTS

Join SPECIALS
in Celebrating
Thursday, November 19th
11 AM- 3 PM
Artisan/Founder Event
Featuring Susan Gravely
and
Alessandro Taddei
Alessandro is a Master Painter
visiting from Tuscany.
He is the Creator of many
Vietri Tableware Creations
including Old St. Nick and
La Fenice.
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The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—The
planning
commission
will conduct two public
hearings
Thursday,
November 19. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
in the General District
courtroom at the county
courthouse.
The first hearing will
address proposed changes
to the indAustrial limited
( M-1) zoning district.
Proposed
amendments
will update language to
meet current standards.
Planners also are proposing changes to eliminate
duplication of usage with
other zoning districts.
The second hearing will
address a proposed zoning
Alan Welch’s combine cuts through a cornfield in Northumberland County.
change from general agricultural (A-2 ) to commercial (C-1) requested
by Mary Nivin Blundon
Stover and Turner and
Associates Realty, Inc.
The 0.76-acre parcel is
in the village of Lively off
Route 3 behind the Horsley Real Estate office.
The change is required to
complete a sale by Stover
grain
truck.
A
long
arm
rotated
show
an
average
128
bushels
an
by Starke Jett
out to fill the truck with a golden acre harvest of corn compared to to Turner and Associates
BURGESS—Alan Welch was shower of abundance and grain 20 bushels less last year, accord- Realty.
stirring up a rare dust, consider- dust.
ing to Lewis.
ing all the recent rainfall, as he
“It was an excellent corn year,”
“I think local growers are
harvested corn from 60 acres of said Matt Lewis, the Virginia going to beat that,” he said.
land near Surprise Hill in Nor- Cooperative Extension agent
He said a U.S. Department
thumberland November 4.
serving Northumberland and Agriculture 2007 farmer survey
Once the hulking machine had Lancaster counties. “We had so counted 129 farms of all types in
clipped its fill, Welch lumbered much rainfall at the right times.” Northumberland County and 64
it over to a waiting tractor-trailer
Statewide statistics this year in Lancaster County.

Autumn harvest:

Bumper crops expected
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Yields are up for most crops
Farmers who grow corn, soybeans, cotton, hay and peanuts
are expecting a successful fall
harvest. And that’s good news for
producers who have been dealing with lower commodity prices
and higher input costs.
Based on the latest forecast
from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s National Agriculture Statistics Service
(NASS), as of October 1 corn,
soybean, hay, cotton, burley
tobacco and peanut yields are
all expected to be higher this
fall than in 2008.

“Yields are higher because
we’ve had much better growing
conditions than last year,” said
David Coleman, grain manager
for the Virginia Farm Bureau
Federation.
And that’s helpful, because
prices paid to farmers for corn
and soybeans have dropped from
their record-high last year,
Alfalfa hay production is
expected to yield 3.4 tons per
acre, up 26 percent from last
year. Corn yields are forecast at
an average 128 bushels per acres,
up 20 bushels from 2008.

Soybeans are anticipated at 37
bushels per acre, 5 bushels per
acre greater than last year.
According to NASS, cotton
producers expect to harvest
64,000 acres with an average
yield of 900 pounds per acre, up
6 percent from last year. Peanut
yields are forecasted at 3,400
pounds per acre, 50 pounds more
per acre then in 2008.
Along with the increases in
yield are slight decreases in
inputs, which have been on the
rise the past few growing seasons, Coleman said.

Six-year-old driver’s mom sentenced
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
mother of a 6-year-old child
who took his parents’ car last
January 5 and drove more than
10 miles in an attempt to get to
Northumberland Elementary
School for breakfast pleaded
guilty this week to two counts of
contributing the the delinquency
of a minor.
In the Northumberland
County Circuit Court on November 10, Jacqueline Waltman also
pleaded guilty to one count of
contempt of court.
“This is in many ways a perplexing case,” said Judge Harry
Taliaferro III before he sentenced Waltman to 30 months in
jail with 15 months suspended
for the three offenses. “You have
a long history of erratic behavior. It is apparent that there are
very serious issues with regard
to you parenting your children.”
In addition to the jail time,
which will be amended for the
time served of about six months,
Taliaferro ordered Waltman
to have no contact with her
estranged husband, David
Dodson, or their two children.
She will also undergo treatment
for bipolar disorder, including
medication and psychotherapy,
through the Community Service
Board.
She will be under probation for
an “indefinite amount of time”
according to Taliaferro and under
supervision of the Community
Correction Program during and
after her release from jail. He also
ordered her to seek employment
and maintain a job while serving
her sentence and under probation

and pay all court costs.
King George County Commonwealth’s attorney Matt Britton prosecuted the case because
Northumberland
Commonwealth’s attorney Jane Wrightson declared a conflict of interest. She had been representing
Dodson as a defense attorney
before she became the Commonwealth’s attorney.
Dodson also pleaded guilty
to misdemeanor contributing to
the delinquency of a minor and
in August was sentenced to one
year, all suspended. He testified
against his wife.
Dodson had left the children
under his wife’s care that morning because he had to go to work,
despite a standing court order
forbidding her to be left alone
with the boys. The 6-year-old
youth’s journey ended when he
struck a telephone pole within
sight of the school.
Their children are now under
the supervision of the child protective services and have been
placed in an emergency foster
home
After summarizing the facts
of the case, Britton asked the
court to take into account the
serious nature of this particular case. He reminded the court
that Waltman has a long list of
misdemeanor offenses for writing bad checks and failure to
appear in court. There was also
an assault charge on Dodson,
which occurred while she was
free on bond after her arrest for
the driving incident.
“It is obvious that she will
snub her nose at any court

From Richard Haynie.....

Thank you for your support on Tuesday.
It is truly my pleasure and honor to serve
District 2 in Northumberland County. I
will endeavor to look after the well being
of the citizens of District 2 as well as all
Northumberlanders. As always, I request
your opinions on issues to help me make
the correct decisions on your behalf.
Paid for and authorized by Richard F. Haynie.

Richard F. Haynie Inc.

1938 Walnut Point Road, Heathsville, VA 22473

(804) 580-6821

order,” said Britton.
Waltman was represented by
attorney James Cupp. He pointed
out to the court that Waltman
also has a long history of mental
illness and was not complying
with her prescribed treatment
program. Cupp asked that the
court take her mental illness into
consideration and pleaded for
leniency.

Visit these fine merchants for fantastic items,
bidding will end and winners announced Saturday Dec. 12th
The Pedestal

The Doll House

One Hour Decorating Consultation $80 Value

Adora Doll - Blonde/ Blue eyes $90 Value

Animal Welfare League

Moubray & Company

Rappahannock Record

Rappahannock Tractor

Gunther’s Gourmet Salsa Gift Basket $50 Value
2 paper subscriptions

RE/MAX

2 rod riggers $100 value

Precision model John Deere toy tractor $139 value
Home Town Lighting

Gift Certificate to Crabs and Cues $50 value

Antique Brass 52” ceiling fan (5 blades) $90 Value

Display Doll “Eula” $300 value

"Chesapeake Reflections” by J. H. Hall $10 value

Foxy’s

Twice Told Tales

Roses Crab House or Steak House

Highlander Studios

Burke’s Jewelers

Tri Star Supermarket

Lady of the Bay Treasure Basket $250 Value

10-12 Pound Country Ham $20 value

The Kilmarnock Inn

Canvas Back Duck Lamp $205 value

Family Portrait Session and Canvas Oil

Four course meal for 6 with 2 bottles of wine

One night stay in any suite with breakfast $250 value
Buenos Nachos

W. F. Booth & Sons

Kilmarnock Furniture Store

Marble Top Table $495 value

Three-course dinner for 4 $100 value

Lipscombe Furniture
Metal “Trout” Table Lamp $40 value

Flowering Fields B&B

One Night Stay $125 value

Specials

Italian Crystal & Pewter Quart Wine Decanter$180 value
Farm Bureau

Silver Troll Bead Bracelet w/ 2 glass beads $150 value
WalMart Thank you for the contribution $100

Opening
Nov. 17
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13
5 - 8 PM
&
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
10 AM - 1 PM
Located at 26 West Church Street in
downtown Kilmarnock

(804) 435-7477

www.dancekilmarnock.com
dance@dancekilmarnock.com

BALLET • JAZZ • HIP-HOP • IMPROVISATION
LYRICAL • LINE DANCE • BALLROOM
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POLICE REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett reported
charges against nine individuals
last week.

Felonies

Jerry E. Morris Jr., 30, of
Ditchley Road was charged
November 3 with aggravated
malicious wounding (felony).
Centrix B. Palmer, 20, of
Harris Road was charged
November 3 with violation of
probation (felony).

Misdemeanors

A River Road man, 50, was
charged November 3 with
domestic assault and battery.
An Orlando, Fla., man, 30,
was charged November 3 with
domestic assault and battery.
A Kathy Drive woman, 31,
was charged November 3 with
contempt of court.
A Carlsons Road woman, 50,
was charged November 4 with
profane/threatening language
over the public airway.
A Twin Branch Road man, 43,
was charged November 5 with
public drunkenness.
A Twin Branch Road woman,
47, was charged November 5
with public drunkenness.
A Dandelion Drive man, 20,
was charged November 5 with
assault and battery.

Activity report

Nov. 2: Staff responded to a
disturbance call on Carters Creek
Road and received a report of the
theft of license plates ($35 value)
from a vehicle parked on Buzzards Neck Road.
Nov. 3: Staff responded to an
E911 disconnect call on Richtown Road (no emergency services needed), to a landlord-tenant dispute in the 10100 block of
River Road, with Virginia State
Police (VSP) to a reckless driving complaint between Regina
Road and Brookvale (the driver
ran off the road and into a barn
on Beane’s Farm property), to a
trespass complaint in the 10100
block of River Road, and to an
E911 disconnect call on Braden
Lane (no emergency services
needed).
Nov. 4: Staff received a walk-

in report of identity theft and
credit card fraud ($13,800 bank
loss), investigated a suspicious
persons complaint in the 2000
block of Crawfords Corner Road
(subjects had an appointment to
meet with a resident), responded
to an assault and battery complaint on Dandelion Drive and
responded to a curse and abuse
complaint on Twin Branch
Road.
Nov. 5: Staff received a bad
check complaint from a Lively
business. Staff responded to a
domestic disturbance on Sullavans Road (boyfriend/girlfriend),
with assistance from VSP to a
shots fired call in the 100 block
of Twin Branch Road (firearm
recovered), and to a possible
mental health emergency on
Mosquito Point Road.
Nov. 6: Staff responded to an
E911 disconnect call on Third
Street (no emergency services
needed, telephone line repair
ordered) and to an unusual noise
complaint in the 5000 block of
Mary Ball Road.
Nov. 7: Staff responded to a
motorist’s report of a reckless
motorcyclist on Windmill Point
Road and to a drunk in public
complaint at the Carters Creek
bridge.  
Nov. 8: Staff responded to
the Palestine Lodge on Goodluck Road to clear the parking
lot after a private event and
to a trespass/disturbance call
at Lancaster Landing. Staff
discovered an open door to a
Kilmarnock business while
making routine business checks
after 2 a.m. (no burglary, no
theft, owner contacted to secure
premises).
Nov. 9: Staff responded to an
E911 disconnect call on Carters Creek Road (no emergency
services needed; telephone line
problem) and to a domestic disturbance on Beach Road (husband/wife).
Nov. 10: Staff received a larceny report (theft of tools and
a motor) from Rappahannock
Road and received a complaint
of a hit and run (minor damages)
on Newtown Road.

The sheriff’s office also conducted 15 traffic stops, issued
seven summonses, assisted nine
motorists, recorded 16 deer
strikes, performed traffic control
once, investigated nine building
alarms, processed three mental
health orders and transported
three prisoners.

Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a traffic accident in the 10000
block of Mary Ball Road, with
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire
Department to an appliance fire
on Gill Road, to a smoke alarm
on Gill Road, to a vehicle fire in
the 11000 block of Mary Ball
Road and to an animal rescue
from swamp call on Yankee
Point Road.
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department also responded
to a fire alarm in the 400 block
of Harris Road and to a smoke
alarm in the 500 block of Southport Lane.
Northumberland County
Sheriff
Chuck
Wilkins
reported charges against 11 individuals last week.

indictment with a third offense
of assault.
Kenneth Wayne Horton Jr.,
19, of Weems was charged
November 4 with shooting into
an occupied building and misdemeanor counts of telephone
harassment, assault and battery,
attempting to enter property
to damage and destruction of
property.
Terri Nell Davis, 49, of Kilmarnock was charged November 6 with forgery of a public
record.
Martha Janet Hunton, 44, of
Lottsburg was charged November 8 with destruction of property
valued at more than $1,000 and
misdemeanor charges of carrying a concealed weapon, giving a
false report to police, and assault
and battery of a family or household member.

Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock man, 21, was
charged November 2 with possession of marijuana.
A Heathsville man, 27, was
charged November 3 with possession of marijuana.

A Lottsburg man, 44, was
charged November 8 with assault
and battery of a family or household member.
White Stone Police Chief
William Webb reported the
town police department (WSPD)
responded to the following calls
for service during October.
Oct. 1: WSPD investigated
a traffic accident at Rappahannock and Chesapeake drives
and determined a vehicle failed
to stop at the traffic light and
crashed into the other vehicle
traveling through the intersection. A report was filed and a
summons was issued to one of
the drivers.
Oct. 2: WSPD was notified of
a motorcycle traveling at a high
rate of speed toward the town
from Windmill Point.
Oct: 5: WSPD assisted the
Lancaster sheriff’s office with
a burglary alarm call at 5953
Windmill Point Road (residence
was found secure).
Oct. 9: WSPD checked on an
open door at 383 Bluff Road
(property owner said every-

thing was intact), investigated
a deer strike near the 100 block
of Rappahannock Drive and
offered driver insurance advice,
investigated a suspicious person
complaint near 572 Rappahannock Drive and responded to a
noise complaint at Ice House
Field (advised residents to turn
their music volume down).
Oct: 12: WSPD investigated
a break-in and grand larceny at
Lamberth’s Building Materials where entrance was gained
through metal siding and rolls
of copper were taken from the
premises. The investigation continues.
Oct. 13: WSPD was notified
of a driver traveling the wrong
way on the four-lane highway
toward White Stone.
Oct. 28: WSPD assisted with
traffic control for a disabled tractor-trailer on top of the Robert
O. Norris Jr. Bridge. A tire company was called and the truck
was removed from the bridge.
Oct. 30: WSPD was notified
of a wanted person who may be
traveling through White Stone.

Felonies

Trent Antonio Green, 38,
of Heathsville was charged on
grand jury indictments with
two counts of distribution of a
controlled substance as well as
three counts of distribution of
cocaine.
Vincent O’Neal Noel, 27, of
Heathsville was charged October 30 on grand jury indictments
with extortion and three counts
of grand larceny.
Casey Samuels, 29, of Heathsville was charged October 30
on grand jury indictments with
distribution of a controlled substance and possession of a firearm after being convicted of a
felony.
John H. Staples, 33, of Heathsville was charged October 30 on
a grand jury indictment with
distribution of cocaine, and also
charged with failure to appear in
the Circuit Court.
Glenda Bromley Palmer,
50, of Heathsville was charged
October 31 on a grand jury

®

Nice things for you and your home…
Visit our showroom today to learn
how you make your home wonderful.

Plantation Shutters
Blinds, Shades and Solar Shades
Protective Outdoor Hurricane Shutters
Custom Corninces, Valances, Drapes and Curtains
Pergo® Laminate and Hardwood Flooring

We make it easy & ensure perfect results; we measure & install at no charge.
Invest in your home with quality products & a great selection to suit your needs.
Reliable & quick service and great savings that will delight you!
To Schedule Appointments & Information ask for
In-Home Products Manager, Tom at (804) 484-4221
Visit our Showroom at 15170 Northumberland Highway
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SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE LOG
Smith Point Sea Rescue
assisted the following boaters
during October, according to
Andy Kauders. Smith Point Sea
Rescue can be reached 24/7 by
calling channel 16 or 911.
Rescue I and Rescue II based
on the Great Wicomico River
responded to 5 boats experiencing problems on the water.
On October 6, a 26-foot boat
with one aboard ran aground
and spun its prop. The boat was
towed to Jennings Boatyard,
said Kauders. Also on October

CONSUMER
SAFETY TIP
FDIC Email
Notification Scam

A fraudulent consumer alert
email, claiming to be from the
FDIC, is in circulation. The
email states that you have
received the message because
you are a holder of an FDIC
insured bank account.
It continues to say, “Recently
FDIC has officially named the
bank you have opened your
account with as a failed bank,
thus, taking control of its
assets.”
The email instructs the
recipient to access the website
listed within the email.
If you receive one of these
fraudulent emails, do not
follow the bullet instructions
at the bottom of the email. By
doing so, you could compromise your identity.
The FDIC would never use
this approach in handling such
a serious and delicate situation
as bank failure. Please educate your family, friends, and
neighbors as to the fraudulent
nature of this email.
The more we educate, the
less consumers are victimized.
This consumer safety tip
advisory is presented by Bank
of Lancaster Security officer
Dixon Foster.

6, a 22-foot boat with engine
failure was towed to Ingram
Bay Marina for haul out, he
said.
On October 8, under 4- to
5-foot seas, a 26-foot sailboat
could not raise anchor. The
rescue crew ran a line to the
anchor to free it, said Kauders.
On October 11, an 18-foot
boat lost its engine and ran up
on the beach. A kayak was
used to ferry the towline in
and the boat was refloated and
towed to Smith Point Marina,
said Kauders.
On October 16, in thick fog,
rain and 2-foot seas, a 28-foot

boat had a dead battery. The
rescue crew used a battery
pack to restart the stranded
boater and directed him to his
home dock, said Kauders.
Smith Point Sea Rescue, a
volunteer rescue unit, serves
boaters from Ragged Point
to the mouth of the Potomac
River, south to the Rappahannock River and across to the
Eastern Shore. The organization receives no governmental
monetary support and depends
solely on the proceeds of its
annual Reedville Fishing
Derby and donations to fund
their operation for the year.

FREE CLASS : REVERSE MORTGAGES
Date: November 17, 2009
Time: 10:00AM – 11:30AM
Place: Lancaster Community Library
235 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA
Please call Dave Farley at (804) 436-3648 or
email dvd_frly@yahoo.com to reserve a seat.
This will be the LAST class this year. This is
a good time to learn the facts and discuss
them with family members….

How Much Are You Worth?

Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?
Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist
By Appointment
Thursday, November 19, 2009
10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS
 3OUTH -AIN 3TREET s +ILMARNOCK 6!
   s    "52+%3

“Making Memories since 1969”
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CommunityForum

Fiction
or Fact

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Honor veterans

from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
I received a press release this
week from the well-meaning
folks at Turkey Hill Dairy.
How nice of them to go to
all that trouble so I could notify
the Record readership that their
favorite seasonal premium ice
cream flavors are now available.
Try as I might, I just don’t
see egg nog or ginger snap
replacing good old chocolate,
strawberry or vanilla. And
when it comes to Hershey’s
raspberry, there’s just no comparison.
As part of my responsibilities
as an obese American male,
I’ve tried hundreds of varieties
of ice cream.
I’m partial to the traditional
flavors, with an occasional
scoop of butter pecan or any
fruit, other than banana.
I’ve even tried the Frosty
Paws frozen dessert for dogs
and it sounds more appealing
than egg nog or ginger snap.
A little chocolate syrup cuts
the grainy overtones.
However, I’ve been told dogs
love a big bowl of egg nog ice
cream.
And when I think of “favorite
seasonal flavors,” egg nog and
ginger snap don’t even make
my list.
With today’s technology they
can take most any flavor and
turn it into a frozen confection.
Seasonal favorite flavors
would have to include:
• pumpkin pie.
• apple cider.
• Brunswick stew.
• turkey and giblet gravy.
• Merlot.
• chili.
• cornbread.
• beef stew.
• sauerkraut.
• roasted oysters.
• rockfish.
• beet-pickled eggs.
• cranberries.
• steamed crabs.
• Smithfield ham.
• vegetable soup.
• hot pepper jelly.
• sweet potatoes.
• wild fowl.
• turnips.
• beer.
• peppermint candy canes.
• venison.
• red velvet cake.
• grits.
• coconut cake.
• collard greens.
• fruitcake.
• pecan pie.
• sausage gravy and biscuits.
Any of these flavors—gosh,
any combination of these
flavors—might make a good
seasonal ice cream.

Rappahannock Record
Deadlines
Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.
Classiﬁed Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON
News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

Cool weather blossoms

Photo by Kathy Powell
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

S

ince my autumn hiatus from writing columns, one thing is clear—Virginia continues to have a good news/bad news situation.
The good news is Virginia is in far better
shape. We have and will continue to have a
balanced budget and, unlike California or
New Jersey, have not been overly reliant on
debt.
The bad news is that we still have a significant shortfall in the present budget year.
Numbers for the September revenue have
come in – indeed October numbers are due
soon – and total general fund revenue collections fell 7.5 percent in September compared with September 2008 which was below
September 2007. All major sources (except
payroll withholding) fell from last September while individual refunds continued to run
ahead of expectations.
With revenue down for the fourth consecutive year, it is no surprise that Governor-elect
McDonnell is going to have his hands full.
In my mind, the new governor’s predicament is made worse by the way Virginia’s
budget is shaped.
You see, Virginia is one of 20 states that
has a two-year budget, but one of nine that
has a two-year budget heavily amended in the
second year.
This means in the late fall, the governor
and his cabinet secretaries work together to
prepare a proposed budget which reflects the
present administration’s priorities.
The governor submits a budget bill to the
General Assembly on or before December 20.
This is a legal document and lists appropria-

tions at a detailed line-item level.
Thus, Kaine is writing a document to reflect
Virginia’s priorities for the first two years of
the McDonnell administration. McDonnell,
similarly, after enacting only one budget of
his own, will write the budget for the administration which follows his.
It is for these reasons, and more, that in
January I will again file a bill to move Virginia to an annual budget. Fiscal transparency and accountability are the other major
motivators in this effort.
To me, other reasons for these needed
changes are obvious. The two-year budget
creates a muddy picture of the state’s true
finances. For instance, when a headline
screams about a billion-dollar shortfall, is
it a billion-dollar annual shortfall, or is that
spread over two years? When a leader talks
about a $500 million cut, is it an annual cut
or a biennial?
Since almost everybody thinks in an annual
budget cycle—people’s personal budgets,
church budgets, and business budgets are
almost all annual—a two-year budget cycle
can create considerable confusion even
among policymakers. As members of the legislature, we see annual and biennial numbers
interchanged in a way that—purposely or
not—obfuscates the truth.
Obviously, without the prudent fiscal practices Virginia has, it doesn’t matter how you
budget your money. But Virginia has been
tight with the dollar – now we just need to get
wiser about the process by which we allocate
those dollars.

‘Tis the time for Thanks giving
Thanksgiving is a time
to count one’s blessings
and give thanks to friends,
neighbors or special groups
who have made a difference
in one’s life.
In this spirit, the Rappahannock Record will print,
at no charge, “thank-you”
letters from Lancaster and
Northumberland residents
and visitors in its Thanksgiving issue of November
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25.
The letters should be
brief and to the point, and
the letter writer’s name,
community of residence
and phone number must
accompany each letter. The
phone number will not be
published.
The thank-you letters
must be brief (300 words or
less). Longer letters will be
subject to editing.

If the Record receives
more letters than it can publish, a sampling of the letters will be published.
You may email letters to
editor@rrecord.com,
fax
them to 804-435-2632, or
drop them off at the Record
office at 27 North Main
Street in Kilmarnock.
The deadline for submitting letters is next Friday,
November 20, at noon.

At noon, November 6,
President Obama ordered the
flag flown at half-mast until
Veterans Day in honor of
the fallen at Ft. Hood. The
next morning the courthouse
flags remained at full-mast.
That evening the flags had
still not been lowered. I went
home and called the sheriffs
office to see if someone could
walk over and lower them. They
said it wasn’t their responsibility; someone from the county
would lower them Monday.
I thanked them and called
friends to see if they’d call to
ask for the flags to be lowered
that evening. After a few calls,
the flags were lowered.  
It is saddening that for more
than a day, no one thought the
matter important enough to warrant their time. It’s as if we’ve
forgotten the significance of
the symbols of our freedom.
I desperately hope this isn’t
so, but my own actions speak
louder than any words.
Saturday night I did not stop
my truck and walk across
the courthouse lawn to lower
the flag to its proper station.
I drove home, got on the phone
and asked why someone else
hadn’t done it. For this I’m
sorry.
I will relate one other incident
from that evening, though. One
of my friends I called that night
was a U.S. Marine combat veteran. After I talked with him,
he and his wife drove 20 miles
to the courthouse to make sure
the flag was flown in a manner
which not only honored the
fallen at Fort Hood, but honored all those who have fought
and died for our country. Not
everyone has forgotten.
Wednesday
was
Veterans Day. Having given so
much, our veterans do not
forget easily. I pray that the significance of their sacrifice will
not be forgotten either.

Daniel Bowen,
Alfonso

Blueberry Point
battle rambles on
What an ideal Sunday afternoon. The birds are singing, the
sun filters through the trees onto
the water and a gentle breeze
blows with just the hint of fall in
the air.
All my necessary items have
been assembled, the book, glass of
wine, the cordless phone (so as to
avoid the mad rush to answer the
inevitable call) on the screened
porch to enjoy the ambiance
which is the Northern Neck.
As I settle in, a gun battle
breaks out on Blueberry Point,
about a half mile away. So much
for a relaxing afternoon of reading and snoozing.
This is not an infrequent interruption in the peace and tranquility of an area encompassing half
of White Stone and Irvington.
The reports coming from gunfire
at the firing range regularly disturb the enjoyment of a good portion of the population on a very
regular basis.
I am quite sure that the
rebuttal(s) will include references
to motherhood, apple pie, freedom, right to bear arms and use
of private property, all of which I
freely support. One’s freedom to

extend one’s arm ends at the point
of another’s nose, I am taught.
The unwillingness of the members of the gun club to contain
the noise resulting from gun fire
shows their disregard of their
neighbors. It would seem appropriate for the club to build a structure that would capture most of
the significant noise generated
and at the same time create a
much more comfortable environment from which to practice their
art.
As the extension of my arm
must be restrained, so should the
noise at the property line of the
shooting range.

Roy Cameron,
White Stone

Congratulations to
Catherine Crabill
I was really impressed and
heartened by the campaign Mrs.
Crabill ran in her quest for delegate representing Virginia’s 99th
District, earning 10,541 votes of
the 21,932 cast, or 48.06 percent
of the total.
Mrs. Crabill ran as a strong
Constitutional conservative, prolife, Christian, with the message
to take back our country from the
radical, anti-Constitution, antifreedom, pro-government control
politicians.
Her message was accepted and
embraced by a significant percentage of 99th District residents,
a percentage that will grow as
time passes during these dangerous times. I believe residents of
the 99th District are beginning to
realize the urgency of returning to
our traditional American values,
conservative policies, the Constitution, and the belief that America
is the greatest and kindest country
in the world.
The magnitude of this accomplishment becomes clear when
one realizes her opponent, Mr.
Albert Pollard, is an entrenched
politician who presents a moderate facade, but when called upon,
votes the hard liberal line, which
today can be extremely dangerous.

F. C. Dugan III,
Hague

Holding out for the
Christmas stamp

I am extremely upset with the
U.S. Post Office selection of, as
they call them, holiday stamps
this year. Were they told to take
Christ out of Christmas this year?
I have always enjoyed the beautiful Christmas stamps in the past.
They depicted one of the beautiful Madonnas holding the Christ
Child, from the many paintings
from artists of old.
I will not buy any of these holiday stamps. The holiday is not
snowman’s day, or Santa Claus
day.
It is Christmas, the day we celebrate the birth of Christ. I ask
all that agree with me to not buy
the holiday stamps offered by the
Post Office this year and tell them
why.

Ellen Gowans,
Kilmarnock

Editors note: The Postal Service
began delivering the 2009 Winter
Holidays stamps October 10. The
Winter Holidays series was not
intended to replace the traditional
Christmas theme stamp. The
Christmas: Madonna and Sleeping Child by Sassoferato special
stamp was issued October 20.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

W

hen speaking in terms of history, the
Commonwealth of Virginia takes second
place to no other state, but the same is not true
when addressing the issue of historical markers. Our sisters to the north and south, Maryland and North Carolina, have outdistanced us
in placing public markers at critical locations in
their past, thereby calling the attention of visitors to the history that occurred in places both
prominent and obscure.
In addition to documenting the importance of
past people, places and events, historical markers are significant sources of interest for tourists. Inasmuch as the Commonwealth considers tourism to be a major industry, the need for
markers is all the more apparent. What follows
is but a part of my suggestions for the placement of historical markers along our Northern
Neck roadsides.
At Hyacinth, the northernmost village in
Northumberland County, the grave of Robert
H. Burgess in the Henderson Methodist Cemetery needs designation. He was the dean of all
scholars of the Chesapeake Bay, spending his
life of 89 years documenting the ships and ports
of the bay’s illustrious past. One cannot study
the Chesapeake Bay without coming across his
name at every turn.
In the town of Colonial Beach, most people
know of the summer residence of Alexander

Graham Bell, the inventor of the telephone, long before the beginnings of the Abolitionist
a building first owned by Union General Movement. The early marker on the roadside
Ambrose Burnside, but almost lost to history is inadequate in describing his accomplishment
is the Bell Children’s Home. The residence and screams for replacement.
is on The Front, but the other Bell home was
Here in Lancaster County the skirmishes
back on Monroe Bay Avenue, where Bell built in Dymer Creek and in other waters during
a summer vacation home
the War Between the
for deaf mute children, Inasmuch as the CommonStates should be noted
who came by steamboat
not only for the benefit
from Washington to enjoy wealth considers tourism to
of visiting Civil War
time at the beach.
buffs, but as a matter of
be
a
major
industry,
the
need
The buildings were
public record. Too often
frame and gradually dis- for markers is all the more
the Northern Neck’s
appeared in the 1940s
role in the conflict
and 1950s, but the site is apparent. What follows is
becomes overlooked as
important in that it manithe region’s earlier hisfests the profound humani- but a part of my suggestions
tory receives the lion’s
tarian interests of the great for the placement of historishare of attention.
inventor, who accidentally
In King George
discovered the telephone cal markers along our North- County, the birthplace
while trying to find new
of President James
ways for the deaf to com- ern Neck roadsides.
Madison, now threatmunicate. Although his
ened by proposed
buildings are gone, what he did there should mining operations on the site at Port Conway,
not be forgotten.
is another example of an outdated historical
In recent years, new attention has devolved marker in need of updating. Madison’s mother,
on the First Emancipator, Robert “Coun- who lived to be 98, was born a Conway, thus the
cilor” Carter of Nomini Hall in Westmoreland name of the port, all of which has vanished, but
County, the precursor of Abraham Lincoln, on the site is an antebellum mansion. To date,
who liberated his slaves as a matter of principle the archeology has been sparse, but perhaps by

focusing on replacing the marker with one with
a more copious description, the historical property might not fall to wanton exploitation.
Maryland has recorded the steps in the
escape of John Wilkes Booth following his
assassination of Lincoln more effectively than
has Virginia. At the King George terminus of
the Nice Bridge on Route 301, a marker should
reflect the history of Mathias Point, and trace
the assassin’s path through the Northern Neck
across King George County into Caroline
County where he met his ultimate fate.
In Warsaw, the home of Congressman William Atkinson Jones, who first proposed the
independence of the Philippines, sits unknown
to travelers passing through town along Route
360. The magnificent monument atop his grave
in Saint John’s Church Cemetery recently was
restored, but the home deserves attention in its
own right. Congressman Jones represents the
high point of 20th-century Northern Neck history, and was a figure of national significance,
as I have mentioned in a previous column.
Lastly, what goes before is but an initial list
of some of the sites we need to acknowledge
before the matrix of history, always remembering the words of George Santayana, so often
quoted by President Eisenhower, “Those who
do not remember the past are condemned to
relive it.”
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YOUR LETTERS
We want our
country back
Congratulations to Bob
McDonnell, Bill Bolling and
Ken Cuccinelli for a superb,
clean campaign and an overwhelming win in last Tuesday’s
election.
Anyone trying to make the
point that the election was not
a statement on the policies
and actions in Washington, the
Obama Administration and the
U.S. Congress … is wrong!
McDonnell ran his campaign
on job creation, a balanced
budget, lower taxes, private
enterprise, smaller government,
and the “right to work.”
“We the People” went to
Washington, D.C., September
12 and again Thursday, November 5, to tell these very things
to our representatives and the
president. We shouted both in
Washington and in the ballot
box, “Listen to your constituents! Stop spending beyond our
means! Stop creating a bigger
and bigger government! Stop
trying to take over every aspect
of our privacy in our lives! Slow
down! Stop! Stop! Stop!”
The two most significant
points which are out of focus in
the proposed Universal Healthcare Bills are:
Disguised as “Free Healthcare for all,” Congress will
steal our individual freedoms
and give them to the White
House. We will no longer have
freedom of healthcare choice.
Loss of freedoms will creep
into many things in the future;
the camel’s nose will be under
the tent.
Massive tax increases are
hidden in the “Washington
speak” promoting universal
healthcare bills. There is no
free lunch; with ever increasing
taxes throughout our economy
“We the People” will pay for
healthcare, the automobile bailout, the Troubled Asset Relief
Program (TARP), Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac, AIG, the
Stimulus program, Cap and
Trade and the ever growing
interest on our debt.
Congratulations to “We the
People” of Virginia for sending a loud and clear message.
It isn’t over! Our Congressmen
and Senators and Washington
must hear… “We want our
country back. Listen to us!”

Douglas D. Monroe Jr.,
Irvington

Back to work
Following a hard fought
and victorious campaign, Del.
Albert Pollard wasted no time
in submitting much needed
legislation. The election is over
and Del. Pollard is delving
into ways to make government
accountable and improve our
economy.
He has pre-filed a new bill to
help more aquaculture opportunity zones open in the Northern
Neck. He has also pre-filed a
new bill to switch to an annual
budget which would provide
more transparency and fiscal
discipline in the budgeting process, something all Virginians
want to see happen.

  Dr.Thomas L. Neuman,
Warsaw

Righting our
Ship of State

Watermen and sailors know
when a ship lists to port (left)
during winds of adversity
with squalls blowing hard on
the bow, making headway is
tough.
An Old Salt has the skill
to turn a ship around fairly
quickly, but it takes seamanship to do it well. It would be
better to set the storm jib, reef
the main, and constantly correct course with one eye on
the compass and another on
the chart. We best not turn our
stern to the storm, else we may
broach and founder. Then all
would be lost.
What’s needed is a “coming
about”: a tack to starboard
(right) for more favorable use
of those same stormy blasts.
Tacking decreases the threat of
an accidental jibe (wild maneuver in heavy winds) or danger
to the vessel. Heeling over too
far, either to port or starboard,
inhibits forward momentum.
But after a tack to the right
and a proper easing of the
sails, the ship and her crew will
experience a safer and more
comfortable ride. All souls on
board will remain in the ship
rested and ready for the long
haul. The ship will no longer
have its rudder out of the water,
thus turning a dangerous and
unpleasant flailing around into
a steadier cutting through the
heavy seas.
And this is precisely what we
experienced this past Election
Day, November 3. Our Ship
of State was too hard over to

port for safety and efficiency.
We heeled too far to the left.
A righting was needed; balance and centering was the
vote of the Citizen-Crew. With
Mr. Obama (D) in the Oval
Office, Congressman Wittman
(R) on Capitol Hill, Governor
McDonnell (R) in Richmond,
and Delegate Pollard (D) in
District 99, we should experience equipoise.
By working together, honorable and duty-conscious
elected Watch-Hands can safeguard the Ship of State: our
Commonwealth of Virginia.
May there never be need for
mutiny or scuttling, but instead
a patriotic “all hands on deck”
commitment to prosperity.
Let’s pray that together we
now chart a good course and
beseech the Heavenly Captain
to grant us fair winds and following seas!

Grace Harley-Leach,
White Stone

Cherish your
pets every day

their food. He feeds them
and cares for them in general. Thank God for Raymond
Gaddy. He brings a cat in a
cage box to see me at the Lancashire occasionally.
Taking care of animals in
Kilmarnock is not as difficult as it once was before we
had a veterinarian in Lancaster County. Heathsville and
Warsaw had the nearest vets. I
was always after Dr. Hundley
of Heathsville to bring his profession to Kilmarnock.
I remember meeting Dr.
James R. Hundley, one of the
best veterinarians and a fine
gentleman, one day in front of
the old Fairfax Theater when
he said, “Guess what, I just
bought a piece of land in Kilmarnock.” I had been encouraging him to move our way.
Thus attending to our pets
became more convenient and
more available. This service
is not only convenient to us
natives, but to all the newcomers to our area as well.

Mary Lee Johnson,
Kilmarnock

Several of our churches have
been celebrating Pet Sunday.
For those of us who have had
pets, we know what pets mean
to those who have them. They
are loved and cared for and can
demand expensive care.
Between my house and Terry
and Steve Smith’s, there was
a path made by a mother cat
that came each time she was
expecting. When she could
have her litter, she returned
by the same path and left her
litter behind. Finally I decided
to have her neutered. We had
named her “Little Mama.”
My husband, Warren Johnson, would return to Johnson
and Benson’s Garage after
closing time to pick up a stray
cat. He was afraid it would be
run over before dawn. They
seemed to hover around the
gas pumps. He was the real pet
lover. We had five Dalmation
dogs and a couple of stray ones
(not all at the same time). Pet
ownership can be very expensive if taken seriously—food,
visits to the vet and special
medications add up.
When rheumatoid arthritis forced me to leave home,
my right hand man, Raymond
Gaddy, took all my cats to his
home (six or seven). He knew
how much concern I had for
their welfare. I still furnish

Cut the fat
The present healthcare
reform bill is 2,000 pages of
bells and whistles wrapped
around nothing. True reform
must go to the heart of the
matter, cutting out the very fat
that makes American healthcare costs the world’s most
bloated.
Sure, some of this fat is
inefficiency, over-caution and
plain fraud, but by far the
greatest mass is to be found
among insurers and providers.
Their interests are protected
by the armies of lobbyists
who have cobbled together the
existing unwieldy and perhaps
even unmanageable bill.
Insurers know they would
be unable to compete with the
level of buying power a public
option would guarantee, and
providers would see a 20 to 30
percent drop in their revenues.
Their pact with the administration to cut $1 billion in
costs over 10 years is a good
indicator of just how much
profit they are determined to
preserve at our expense.
Too many of us have a hard
time dieting. Isn’t it long overdue for our healthcare industry
itself to set an example?

Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

The Congressional Report

V

eterans Day was yesterday and many
of us have a friend, neighbor or family
member who has answered the call to serve
our nation.
I’m fortunate to interact daily with veterans in my district, including those who serve
on my staff, my Veterans Advisory Council,
and those I meet in my role as a member
of the House Armed Services Committee.
These are men and women who firmly
believe in what makes this nation the greatest on earth and their dedication, even after
leaving uniformed service, is unparalleled.
Last Saturday I joined members of the
Essex County community to dedicate a
monument to honor over 1,000 native residents of that county who served our nation
in battle. From the French and Indian War,

by Rep. Rob Wittman
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812,
World Wars I and II, and the Korean and
Vietnam wars, these citizens have fanned
across the 13 colonies and the globe in
defense of freedom and liberty. It’s fitting
that as they spread across the globe in our
defense, the elements for this monument
came from several corners of our nation.
It is comprised of black granite from Pennsylvania, it was sculpted in Vermont, and
topped by a bronze eagle cast in California.
Today our soldiers, sailors, marines,
airmen, and coastguardsmen from across
the nation, and many from abroad who wish
to become citizens, are fighting in Iraq and
Afghanistan and are deployed elsewhere
around the globe. I’ve had the opportunity

to visit our service men and women during
two trips to the Middle East and plan to visit
and thank them again this coming holiday
season.
Since they are overseas defending our
freedom, it’s incumbent upon us at home
and in Washington to continue to provide
them the vital support they need both while
serving and once they’ve re-entered civilian
life. I remain committed to ensuring Tricare
for Life remains as such. I have sponsored
or cosponsored over 50 pieces of legislation
to aid our veterans and I will continue to be
an advocate for our military members and
installations throughout the First District
and nation. I hope you say “thank you” to
our veterans who have rightfully earned our
gratitude.

President Rounds Up His Trip

President Taft rounded up his 13,000
mile trip in Richmond Wednesday, having
visited a large section of the West and
South. All Richmond turned out to greet
him, with the warm hospitality for which
that city is noted. He was received by Gov-

White Stone

Mr. and Mrs. Jas. W. Gresham, of Baltimore, were guests at the home of the former’s father, Jas. R. Gresham, near here,
last week.
Mr. and Mrs. D. R. James Jr., have
returned from a trip to New York. Mr.

Catherine Crabill

THANK YOU

Mere words are hopelessly inadequate to express
my profound gratitude to the many thousands of
voters in Virginia’s 99th Legislative District who
cast their ballots for me in last week’s House of
Delegates election.
Yet I know that these two words – thank you – are
among the most important in our language, and I
offer them to each and every one of you in their
fullest sense and most heartfelt meaning.
While I did not prevail in this election, I want all
of you to know that my family and I will always
remember and cherish your support and many
kindnesses to me as I campaigned from one end of
the 99th District to the other over the last several
months.
May God, in all His glory and infinite wisdom,
continue to bless and protect you and yours, and our
beloved nation and state. Our cause continues.



Paid for and authorized by Catherine Crabill for Delegate
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YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the November 12, 1909, ernor Swanson, the Mayor of the city and
issue of the Virginia Citizen)
other notables, breakfasting at the gubernatorial mansion. His first address was to
Kilmarnock Fair
the Virginia State Press Association, which
The Chesapeake Agricultural Associa- was in session in the city, and the Times
tion held its 25th annual fair at Kilmar- Dispatch Correspondents’ Association. He
nock Wednesday, Thursday and Friday took in many of the sights of the city, and
of last week. The weather was bright and later in the day made another address at the
clear though a little windy on Thursday, Jefferson Hotel.
and everything worked for the enjoyment
In Wilmington, N.C., Tuesday the Presiof the pleasure seekers. The exhibits were dent spoke eloquently to the Confederate
about up to average in number, but a good Veterans saying: “I had the pleasure today
many excelling former years in quality. In of being received by the Confederate Vetaddition to the numerous home produc- erans of Wilmington, and I thank them for
tions, J. P. Caufield and Co.,of Baltimore, their kindly welcome. Silver haired, some
and H. Wallace Carner, of Fredericksburg, of them a little tottering, but all of them
representative of the Starr Piano Co., had full of good will, full of loyalty, cherishseveral instruments there and entertained ing traditions of a hour past and glad to
many; the Singer Sewing Machine Co. had welcome the representative of the united
several instruments there and entertained country.”
many; the Singer Sewing Machine Co. had
a number of machines from the Irvington Irvington
office on exhibit, and Palmer and Moore,
Our editor is in Richmond and Newport
of Reedville, displayed numerous Regal News this week.
engines. There were also on the grounds
Mrs. J. T. Rilee is visiting relatives in
as variety, the usual number of fakirs and King and Queen county.
small shows. The second day’s attendance
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Meekins moved into
was possibly larger than for several years. their new home this week.
There were horse races each day. At the
Miss Ruth Willing is visiting her brother,
shooting matches Jno. A. Palmer Jr., of Howard Willing, in Baltimore.
Reedville won the second day and Clifford
Dr. J. B. Hodgkins spent from Friday
Kirkmyer, of Irvington, won the third day. until Sunday with friends at Urbanna.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

James purchased his winter stock while
there.
Miss Margaret Hathaway is home again,
after an extended visit to relatives in Norfolk and Portsmouth. Her many friends
here are glad to have her back again.
Harry and Stanley McNamara have
rented Jas. McKenney’s house.
Bob Whaley has just completed a fine
corn house.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum
and Library)
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You make the

DIFFERENCE.
We make it
POSSIBLE.

River Counties Community Foundation awarded 17 competitive grants
this year in excess of $47,000 to nonprofit agencies in Lancaster, Middlesex
and Northumberland counties to support health, cultural, educational
and civic needs. RCCF also distributed $83,000 in grants through the 2009
Safety Net Fund to assist our neighbors most affected by the economic
recession with such basics as food, shelter and heating. RCCF endowment
funds, currently in excess of $5,000,000, benefit the community forever
and help create personal legacies.
Margaret M. Nost – Executive Director
804-438-9414
mnost@tcfrichmond.org
www.rivercountiescf.org
Chairman – John B. “Jay” Wallin, Vice Chairman – Paul T. Sciacchitano,
Treasurer – Richard T. Wilson, III, Directors: Ann B. Carpenter, Mary Elizabeth Hoinkes,
John H. Hunt II, Leland T. James, Ronald L. Mihills, Eleanor Morris, Deborah H. Newman,
Susan S. Pittman, Robert B. Powell, Richard L. Steelman, Gloria S. Wallace
River Counties Community Foundation is an affiliate of the Community Foundation
serving Richmond and Central Virginia

