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Election
time is
around
the corner
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—With less than
a week remaining until the November 3 gubernatorial election, political
polls show Republican Bob McDonnell with a comfortable 11-point lead
over his Democratic opponent Creigh
Deeds (55 to 44 percent with a threepoint margin of error). The lead jumps
to a commanding 20 points with voters
over 65.
Also, many polls predict that voter
dissatisfaction with big spending in
Washington and the growing national
debt will benefit Republicans in local
and national elections including Virginia.
In Lancaster County, voter registrar
Peggy Harding predicted a voter turnout of about 60 percent for the election among 8,724 registered voters.
An average voter turnout is expected
among the 9,203 registered voters in
Northumberland County, according to
registrar Kathy Goddard.

Keith Jett and Billy Robinson of Lewisetta circle the “rock” at sunrise, pulling their dredge with the workboat Wendy Lee.

Rappahannock River
oyster fleet conjures
up visions of the past

Other candidates

Candidates for Lieutenant Governor are Republican William T. “Bill”
Bolling of Richmond and Democrat
Jody M. Wagner of Virginia Beach.
Candidates for Attorney General are
Republican Ken T. Cuccinelli II of
Fairfax and Democrat Stephen C.
by Starke Jett
Shannon of Vienna.
In the campaign for the House of
RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER—Nearly 50 deadrise workboats from all
Delegates in District 99, Republiover Virginia have been busy dredging oysters from Temple Bay rock near
can Catherine T. Crabill of Irvington
Christchurch School on the Rappahannock River during the month of Octois challenging incumbent Democrat
ber.
Albert C. Pollard Jr. of Lively.
The “rock,” a term for an oyster bed, has been closed for over a decade,
In Lancaster, only one race is conaccording John Bull, a spokesman for the Virginia Marine Resource Commistested. Board of supervisor incumbent
sion.
Republican F. W. “Butch” Jenkins Jr.
Third-generation waterman Michael Croxton of Kilmarnock and his wife,
is challenged by Independent Richard
Tammy, said they have been pulling up 11 to 12 bushels of market-size oysL. Pleasants in District 1. Both reside
ters a day, which they are selling for $30 a bushel to local distributors.
in Lancaster.
Bull said the Rappahannock River has six public oyster harvest areas that
Unopposed candidates in Lanwere opened in 2007 on a rotational basis, with two areas opened for a month
caster include B. Wally Beauchamp
each per year. He said the rotational harvest is part of a long-term experiment
of Weems for board of supervisors in
to study whether native oysters can develop a disease resistant strain on their
District 5, Carl E. Failmezger of Lanown through selective evolution.
caster for school board in District 1
“The entire Rappahannock River was closed to harvesting for ten years,”
and Alexander M. Fleet of Irvington
said Bull. “Two years ago it was opened for rotational harvests. This particular area has not been mined for over a decade. The river was closed to see
Third-generation waterman Michael Croxton of Kilmarnock pulls a dredge for school board in District 5.
In Northumberland, none of the
full of oysters aboard his 1970 round stern workboat, Tammy C. He was
what would happen if the oysters were left alone. Would they develop a disculling the catch with his wife,Tammy. Croxton said he has been a waterman races are contested. Jane Blackwell
ease resistant strain? It takes a long time to gather the results.
for more than 30 years.
Wrightson of Heathsville is run“I’ve heard there are some nice oysters being caught,” Bull said.
ning for Commonwealth’s attorney.
Candidates for board of supervisors
are Richard F. Haynie of Heathsville
in District 2 and James M. Long of
Wicomico Church in District 3. Candidates for school board are Dean W.
Sumner of Callao in District 2 and
Myrtle L. Phillips of Heathsville in
by Starke Jett
District 3.
Voting
BLUFF POINT—”’Me-Me’ fell in
All absentee ballots by mail must
the water,” said 3½-year-old Christian
be received by Election Day, NovemRyan Smith of Emmerton. “’Me-Me’
ber 3. Absentee voting in person conscared me.”
tinues through Saturday, October 31,
The youngster was telling his side
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
of the story of what happened August
Harding’s office is at 8694 Mary
29 at the home of his grandparents,
Ball Road in Lancaster. She can be
Christine and William Voss, on Jarvis
reached at 462-5277.
Creek off Bluff Point Road near KilGoddard’s office is in the courthouse
marnock.
at 72 Monument Place in Heathsville.
Christian and “Me-Me” were walkShe can be reached at 580-4655.
ing on the dock behind her house lookOn Tuesday, polls open at 6 a.m.
ing for crabs about 1:30 p.m. Voss is
and close at 7 p.m. Voters are required
a diabetic and said she had not taken
to show identification at the polls,
her medicine that morning. Christian
such as a Virginia voter card or drivhad run ashore off the dock ahead of
er’s license, a federal, state or local
her when she started feeling dizzy, she
government identification card or an
said.
employer-issued identification card or
“All of a sudden I got lightheaded
social security card.
and walked straight off the dock,” said
There are no changes in voting
Voss. “A nor’easter was blowing that
procedures or polling places in either
day. I tried to swim to shore, but the
county, according to the registrars.
wind was blowing me the other way.
I yelled at Christian to get ‘Pop-Pop’
Lancaster precincts
(her husband, William Voss), but I
District 1 votes at the Ruritan Center
wasn’t sure what he would do. I went
at 3989 White Chapel Road in Landown and don’t remember nothing
caster. Pollworkers are judge Deborah
after that.”
Saunders, Roberta Lewis, Edna Bush,
Although Christian was crying
Faith McDermott and Jim Wight.
because his “Me-Me” was in the
District 2 votes at Trinity Episcopal
water, he ran up to the yard where From left are Christian “Buzz Lightyear” Smith and his grandmother, Christine “Me-Me” Voss, by the pier she fell Church at 8484 Mary Ball Road in
“Pop-Pop” was working. Voss ran off into Jarvis Creek. Christian’s quick action saved his grandmother’s life, according to all concerned.
Lancaster. Pollworkers are judge Dorback to the water where he found
ELECTION, continued on page A2
his wife floating under the dock, was taken to Rappahannock Gen- hero. He’s my angel.”
quick action was necessary to save
unconscious.
eral Hospital (RGH) where she was
“I’m Buzz Lightyear to the rescue,” Voss from brain damage and/or
“She was upside down in the water,” treated for hypothermia. She later said Christian as he leaped off the death. They told Christian’s mother
said Voss. “I went in and turned her contracted pneumonia and was kept couch where he had been sitting lis- that it only takes four minutes withover and pulled her to shore. She in the hospital for six days. But she tening to his grandparents and mother, out oxygen to cause brain damage.
wasn’t breathing. I gave her CPR and is fully recovered and has decided to Billie Jean Smith, tell the story. Buzz
“Probably if she had been in one
she started breathing. Then I called stay away from the dock and take her is his favorite action hero. There is more minute she would have been
911.”
medicine every day.
no question who Christian will be dead,” said Smith. “If he hadn’t gotten
Set clocks back an hour at
The Kilmarnock Rescue Squad
“He saved my life,” she said about dressed like for Halloween.
‘Pop-Pop,’ I don’t know what I would
2 a.m. Sunday, November 1.
arrived and stabilized “Me-Me.” She Christian. “We told him he was a little
The doctors at RGH agreed that have done. She is my best friend.”

Toddler’s quick response saves grandmother’s life
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THIS WEEK ONLINE:

Oyster fleet
A slide show featuring the oyster fleet working on
the Rappahannock River appears at RRecord.com.
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Council fields complaints
by Audrey Thomasson

Randy Moubray

Kilmarnock
businessman
appointed to
town council
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Northern Neck native Randy Moubray, 39, was appointed to
town council in a unanimous
vote of members at Monday
night’s meeting.
Moubray replaces Gary
Anderson who resigned after
moving out of town. Anderson
was also appointed; his term
expires on June 30, 2010.
“I’ve lived here for several
years and been involved in
the community with my wife.
I thought it was time to take
part,” said Moubray.
He said he and his wife
grew up in Northumberland
County. They reside at their
business site at South Main
Street and Tartan Village
Drive.
Moubray and his wife,
Roxy, own and operate Moubray and Company, a custom
metal work business, and Kilmarnock Lettering Company.
Previously, Moubray was a
police officer for the Town of
Kilmarnock.

R

KILMARNOCK—The town
council meeting Monday got off
to a hot start with separate neighborhood controversies raised
during the public comments sesssion. One issue involved mud
and silt run-off from construction on Black Stump Road and
a second involved music events
at Savannah Joe’s infringing on a
resident’s right to peace and quiet
in his home.
Roscoe Moody complained of
a rising mudhole in his backyard
created by new construction on
Black Stump Road mixed with
heavy summer rain.
“I don’t want to stop progress, but I have a concern,” he
said about the mud and silt spilling into his yard when it rains.
“I went to the courthouse, the
town and Virginia Department of
Transportation and they told me
it was caused by an ‘act of God.’”
But if the problem started with
the construction “it is an ‘act of
man,’” he said.
The concern stems from
excavating land in preparing a
28.46-acre site for Springwood
development, an affordable housing project of 40 houses on Black
Stump Road by Jones Felvey.
Town manager Tom Saunders
said it was a county issue and that
a stop work order was issued to
Felvey.
In a follow-up call to Brian
Barnes, county environmental
codes compliance officer, he
reported a compliance notice
was issued September 9 and
Felvey and the site work company, Callao Grading Inc., were
given 72 hours to make the site
safe. Barnes said within a week
they corrected seven violations
including obtaining an erosion
and sediment permit, fixing and
adding silt fences and correct-

ing improperly sized sediment
basins.
“We really don’t want them
to stop work. We want them to
continue and fix the problem,”
Barnes said. “From June 1 to
September 1, we had 30 inches
of rain in this area,” and the silt
basins were inadequate to handle
the run-off. Since the developer
did not have a current permit, the
county was not aware work was
in progress and did not inspect
the site. “Now I am out there
after every run-off producing
rainfall event.”
But Moody’s concerns were
with correcting the damage to
his property in terms of removing the mud and silt, reseeding
and laying straw as the developer
did on his neighbor’s property.
“As of today, nobody’s said a
word to me. They only care about
the property on the other side of
the road, not on my side,” Moody
said.
Mayor Curtis Smith assured
Moody the town would intercede
on his behalf.

Noise and more

A complaint involving Savannah Joe’s came from Jim Lane of
Roseneath Avenue. Lane said the
noise and intrusion coming from
events that have extended from
Fridays to Saturdays “and now
on Sunday nights looks to be an
ongoing night club-type of setting that is totally inappropriate
for a neighborhood setting.”
He said children were playing
in the car wash at the Quarles gas
station across from the restaurant
during the latest music event,
and that it was “an established
fact that there is drug dealing
going on” next to his business
on Church Street and tail-gating
activities in the parking lot.
Council member Rebecca
Nunn said, while she was not on
council at the time the ordinance

was changed, it was her understanding the request by Savannah
Joe’s to operate until 10:30 p.m.
was to accommodate events only
on Friday nights. However, as
written, she said functions were
not limited to one night.
Vice mayor Paul Jones said
he attends the concerts and they
always end on time. While owner
Rick Moss only asked for special
events, he was within his rights
to have numerous events, said
Jones.
“That’s completely outrageous,” Lane replied. “When I
moved here 10 years ago, it was
a quiet, peaceful neighborhood.”
Lane said there were numerous residents objecting to the
noise and talking of moving from
Kilmarnock.
“I’m not going to cringe in
my house on Friday and Saturday and Sundays forever,” he
said. “I’m not going to live in a
town that allows that to go on...
neighbors are not going to tolerate that kind of thing in their
neighborhood for private gain.
It’s an outrageous thing to expect
of any citizen to have their home
violated by this kind of noise.”
When Nunn and Jones tried to
assure him they would make certain the restaurant was in compliance with the 10:30 p.m. limit
on functions, Lane cut them off,
saying he wouldn’t tolerate the
noise from a neighbor’s house,
why should he tolerate it from a
business for profit.
“You’re creating a public nuisance,” Lane said.
Council did not take any
action on the issue. However,
Mayor Curtis Smith tasked the
town manager to address the
problems.
“You have your work cut out
for you,” Smith said.
“That’s alright. It’s job security,” Saunders replied.
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Backyard rally
Democratic gubernatorial hopeful R. Creigh Deeds
stepped into the Kilmarnock backyard of Larry and Marilyn
McClamory at 41 Claybrook Avenue last Wednesday and
told supporters he is the man to move the state forward in
a fiscally responsible manner and has a proven track record
in creating jobs. In the final days before Tuesday’s election, he
said “everything is at stake” and promised to “raise the bar
on teacher compensation...(and) be the governor who makes
college education affordable to every child.” The candidate’s
Northern Neck tour also stopped for a rally at the White
Stone Event Center. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Election
continued from page A1

othy Pagano, William Louis
Lee, Elsie Mae Ball, Sandra
Walker and Robert Hedges.
District 3, precinct 1 votes
at the White Stone firehouse
at 578 Chesapeake Drive in
White Stone. Pollworkers are
judge Catharine Ward, Robert
Gauthier, Loretta Borostovik,
Nancy Sanders and Marybeth
Sisson.
District 3, precinct 2 votes at
Grace Episcopal Church at 303
South Main Street in Kilmarnock. Pollworkers are judge
Michael Sutherland, Douglas
Small, Joann B. Fickling and
Irene Walker.
District 4 votes at the Kilmarnock rescue squad building
at 61 Harris Road in Kilmarnock. Pollworkers are judge
Lena Dixon, Mei Li Beane,
Laura Waddy, Albert Nunn,
Irving Brittingham and Robin
Payne.
District 5 votes at Irvington Baptist Church at 53 King
Carter Drive in Irvington. Pollworkers are judge Ann Gray
Wood, Anne McClintock, Richard Newlon, Lois Lane, William
Martin and Matthew Wood.
The Central Absentee precinct is in the Saunder’s building at 8694 Mary Ball Road in
Lancaster. Pollworkers are judge
Catharine Moore, Rachel Harding and Margaret Forrester.

Northumberland
precincts

District 1 votes at the Callao
firehouse at 314 NorthumThe two-car Merry Point ferry will be out of operation because of mechanical issues until a new berland Highway in Callao.
ferry is delivered.The new ferry is due by December 1 at the latest, according to transportation Pollworkers are judge Mary
residency administrator Sean Trapani.
Little, Bernice Smith, Judy
Julian, Cindy Marston, Veronica Michel, James Michel and

Merry Point Ferry will not be repaired
by Starke Jett
MERRY
POINT—The
existing two-car Merry Point
ferry crossing the Corrotoman
River remains out of service
with mechanical problems
and the service has been discontinued until a new ferry
arrives, according to Virginia
Department of Transportation
(VODT) residency administrator Sean Trapani.
The ferry has been out since
September 9, but with the new

ferry due by December 1,
VDOT decided it would be fiscally imprudent to spend any
money to repair the engine and
drive train on the old ferry.
“That decision is made,” said
Trapani on October 22. “But
we have not gotten a delivery
date on the new ferry. The contract end date is December 1,
but they don’t have to give us a
delivery date. It will be sometime before then.”
The new four-car ferry is
under construction in Del-

Extension to hold
planning session

taville at Miller Marine.
The Merry Point ferry is
one of two car ferries in the
Northern Neck. The other is at
Sunnybank near Reedville and
crosses the Little Wicomico
River. Both ferries are being
replaced with new four-car ferries this year.

Beach Creek

Consignment & Resale

Dawn Hughes
Wade Stevens
Owners/Operators

804-435-2255
Chinabull005@yahoo.com

The process will culminate in
WARSW–—Virginia Coop50 JW Cralle Court
erative Extension serving the early 2010 with development of a Kilmarnock, Virginia
Northern Neck will hold a five-year plan that sets priorities,
22482
planning session from 1:30 to goals and objectives to enhance
3:30 p.m. November 24 at the Extension’s relevance, viability
Northern Neck Electric Coop- and sustainability, he said.
erative Auditorium in Warsaw.
Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
Preregistration is required; call
and Small Employer Group (2-14) Call your local Authorized
Anthem agent today to
580-5694.
Insurance
learn more.
According to Extension
agent Matt Lewis, participants
For more information please call:
Michael B. Callis
will be asked to define critiYour Name Here
804-462-7631
cal economic, environmental,
123-456-7890
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
and quality-of-life issues and
Your Address Here
to identify the role Extension
Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com
should play in response.
The meeting also will disOur service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna, and the area east of State
cuss what Extension
should
Our service
area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. AnthemRoute
Blue123.
Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
continue doing, start
doing,
or
Anthem Bluelicensee
Cross and
ShieldCross
is theand
tradeBlue
name
of Anthem
Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent
of Blue
the Blue
Shield
Association.
®
independent
licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
Registered marks Blue Cross and
stop doing, said Lewis.
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ED: 12/02

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

Quality health
plans from a
company you
can count on.

Blue Shield Association.

John Huber.
District 2 votes at St. Stephen’s Church at 6538 Northumberland Highway. Pollworkers are judge Jim Peed,
James Webber, Sally Conley,
Irene Bunns, Patricia Harris,
Mary Curry, Marcia Hansen
and Ailene Brooks.
District 3-A votes at the
Northumberland Library at
7204 Northumberland Highway. Pollworkers are judge
Direthia Thornton, Marge
Rankin, Gayle Thompson, Jasmine Cross, Carol Davis, Mary
Wildy and Gene Davis.
District 3-B votes at Mt.
Olive Baptist Church at 6749
Jessie duPont Memorial Highway. Pollworkers are judge
Shirley Ritch, Linda LaRue,
Geraldine Carter, Carol Cook,
Florine Rice, Charles Butler
and Gordon Cook.
District 4 votes at Wicomico
Parish Church at 5191 Jessie
duPont Memorial Highway in
Wicomico Church. Pollworkers are judge Elaine Harrigan,
Larry Norris, Dorothy Roy,
Barbara Jones, James Coates,
Susan Melton, Nancy McMahon and reserves Willie Woods
and Mary Ellis.
District 5 votes at the Reedville firehouse at 119 Main
Street in Reedville. Pollworkers are judge Linda Jamison,
Jacqueline Armentrout, Ed
Johnson, Sandy Saxer, Judith
Burgess, Kathryn Creeth, Joan
Parker and Mary O’Keefe.
The Central Absentee Precinct will be in the Northumberland County courthouse.
Pollworkers are judge Marlene
Jackson, Rita Dixon and Joe
Schlatter.
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Historyland
Community Workshop

Greens

&

Gift Sale

Nov. 21 - 8:30am-12:30pm
Lancaster Middle School

Proceeds benefit Education & Scholarships
From left are Del. Albert Pollard Jr., contributor and land sponsor Suzanne Bellows, Partners
for Lancaster County Schools Foundation member Emerson Gravatt, school superintendent
Susan Sciabbarrasi and foundation president Bill Warren.

Foundation acquires town
parcel for affordable rentals
KILMARNOCK—Partners
for Lancaster County Schools
Foundation recently secured a
5.8-acre parcel in the Town of
Kilmarnock where it will build
an affordable rental housing
complex.
The parcel, formerly owned
by Suzanne Bellows, is on the
north side of Church Street,
adjacent to St. Andrews Presbyterian Church. Bellows, a
longtime area resident who
attended Lancaster public
schools, agreed to sell the
parcel to the foundation to help
the community establish the
project in an attractive, convenient, in-town location.
To express their appreciation,
Partners will name the project “Mercer Place” in honor
of Bellows father, E. Garnett
Mercer Jr., who for many years
was Commonwealth attorney
for Lancaster County. The road
entering Mercer Place will be
named “Bel-Mer Way” to commemorate the family names of
Bellows and Mercer.
“We are grateful that Mrs.
Bellows and her son, Todd, are
willing to help our community
by offering this ideally-suited
parcel for a very reasonable
cost. Their generosity ensures
that our teachers, nurses, and
other workforce residents can

Names matter:
H1N1 is not
swine flu says
state ag leaders
RICHMOND—The H1N1
influenza may have similarities to a strain of flu that can be
found among swine; however,
H1N1 and the “swine flu” are
not the same.
“In this instance there haven’t
been any documented human
deaths or illnesses from the
transmission of swine viruses
that swine can carry to humans,”
said Spencer Neale, a commodity marketing specialist for Virginia Farm Bureau Federation.
“Even if swine were to get a
virus or flu, there is no danger
of transmission to consumers
eating pork. You cannot get the
illness by eating products from
an animal that had it.”
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack has urged the
news media to stop using the
term “swine flu” in reference to
H1N1.
For most people, H1N1 is generally mild and can be treated
effectively with bed rest and
fluids, although the virus can
be serious for high-risk groups
such as children and pregnant
women.
At least two-thirds of children
with H1N1 have had underlying conditions that put them at
an increased risk for complications, said Dr. Nathan Litman,
chief of pediatric infectious diseases at Children’s Hospital at
Montefiore in New York.
Litman recently told Health
magazine that H1N1 will feel
like the seasonal flu for most
people. 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afford to live in town, be close
to its amenities and an integral
part of our community,” said
foundation president William
Warren.
“We appreciate Mrs. Bellows’ strong dedication to our
community and her desire to
help us locate our project on
such an ideal site within the
town,” said Rappahannock
General Hospital vice president
and foundation board member
Emerson Gravatt. “Being able
to offer new employees a convenient in-town residence will
enhance our ability to attract
and retain them. This is especially important since over
25 percent of our employees
live south of the Rappahannock River in Middlesex and
Gloucester counties and have
long commutes to Lancaster
County.”
“Mrs. Bellows stands out as
a remarkable person in a project that is full of remarkable
and generous people,” added
foundation board member Del.
Albert Pollard Jr. “Hopefully,
every time a teacher, nurse, or
deputy walks into their rental
housing they will understand
this community’s level of
appreciation. With her help in
securing a site for our project,
Partners will be able to provide
much-needed modern, attractive rental housing for workforce members of our community.”
The foundation’s mission
is to provide affordable rental
housing for public school and
Chesapeake Academy teachers and their staffs, nurses
and healthcare persons, law
enforcement, and municipal
and county employees by June
2011.
The housing complex will

include two buildings with
eight units each. Each unit will
have 1,000 square feet of living
space with two bedrooms, two
baths, a washer, dryer and
dishwasher. The target rent is
$625 per month. The 5.8-acre
site will include a pavilion, a
gazebo, and a recreation area.
The project will cost about
$1,900,000 including land
acquisition, building and site
design, construction and landscaping. The foundation is raising $660,000 through grants
and donations while limiting
its financing to a $1,200,000
low-interest loan with the Virginia Housing and Development Authority to achieve its
target monthly rent of $625.
The rental income will keep
the project self-sustaining and
it will not be necessary for
the foundation to raise funds
for lifetime operations. The
initiative will make Lancaster
County the first in Virginia to
achieve such an initiative.
The foundation has raised
over $470,000, including
grants from the Nettie Lokey
Wiley and Charles L. Wiley
Foundation, the T. Nash and
Gloria M. Broaddus Foundation, the Ben D. Conley Charitable and Educational Foundation, the Duffer Charitable
Trust, River Counties Community Foundation and the
Lancaster County Industrial
Development Authority, as
well as substantial donations
from individuals, businesses,
churches and civic organizations.
The foundation also will
submit grant requests totaling over $200,000 to several
foundations, funds and other
charitable and religious organizations.

Get an Early Start
on Your Holiday Shopping !
Specialty Shops, Antiques & Treasures
Secondhand Rose

Thrift, Antiques & Consignment
New Junk Daily
Wed to Sat 10-4

804-580-2084
1428 Hull Neck Rd. (Old Edwardsville Store)

Jean’s
Bargain
Center
“Why by New When Used Will Do”
Open Mon. thru Sat.

804-580-2850

Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

C&M Consignment

Clothing (Ladies, Men & Children),
Furniture, Jewelry, Shoes, Purses,
Linens, Accessories & Much More

You Bring It...We Sell It!

The Perfect Gift

Tues.-Sat. 11 to 6 • 804-580-4163
7072 Northumberland Hwy.
Heathsville, VA

Your ad will reach over 31,000 readers
of the Southside Sentinel &
Rappahannock Record!

Our gift to you:

FREE COLOR IN ALL ADS!

Flags, Collectibles & Home Decor

Holiday Open House

Fri., Nov. 6 thru Sun., Nov. 8
9 am to 6 pm

804-493-1320

Courthouse Square, Montross, VA

“Like New” Children’s & Maternity Consignment

“Like New” Children’s Clothing & Maternity Consignment

Sale
!!! Off
Clip“Spook”tacular
Ad & Bring For
10%
Newborn
- Children’s
Size7/31/09)
14
Next
Purchase
(Expires
Hours:
Sat.10:00-2:00
10:00-2:00
Hours:Tu-F
M-F10:00-5:00,
10:00-5:00, Sat
Burgess,
VA
804453-3115
Burgess, VA
453-3115

Burgess
House, Inc.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
Burgess, VA (804) 453-5900

Always a Sale! 10-30% off

Furniture, Home Decor, Nautical Items,
Jewelry and Collectables.
Old, New and In-between!

HOURS: MON. - SAT. 10:30-5 PM

Material Girl

Lilian Lumber
Home Center

(804) 453-6003

New Wood Pellets
Comfortable Heating For Home

Quilt Shop

The Christmas shopper’s go-to
catalog for the best local
shopping in the Middle
Peninsula and Northern Neck

Carrot Cottage

New Crocs, Jim Shore, Willow Tree,

Tues. - Sat. 10-5

$5.20 Per Bag (40lb) • $240 per pallet (50 Bags)

16658 Northumberland Hwy
Reedville, VA

Seniors Discount-10% OFF Every Wed.
Route 360, Burgess • 804-453-4911

Plum Summer™

Nice things for You and Your Home

Christmas Open House
Saturday, November 14 9-5
Sunday, November 15 12-5
Fall Accessories, Wreaths, Linens, & Clothing

Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-3 • Sun. 1-5
5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

T-Town Tack

New Fall Merchandise Arriving Daily

Men, Women & Children

FALL HOURS:
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10 to 4
Sun. 12 to 4
804-453-4553
Route 360 in Burgess

Ergoline state of
the art tanning
beds.
Skin Certified.

We Now Carry Eye Kandy

Come sign our Wish Book for X-mas Shopping.

Advertising Deadline: November 5
Publishes: November 19

Call the Rappahannock Record
at (804) 435-1701 or fax 435-2632
or email mail@rrecord.com

www.t-towntack.com

Tappahannock Town Center

Tappahannock, va • 804-443-4614

1388G Tappahannock Blvd.
Tappahannock, VA • 804-445-8182

Coming Soon

Warsaw Buy Rite

The Perfect Gift
Christmas Catalog

Deadline: November 5
Published: November 19
Call the Rappahannock Record
804-435-1701 • Fax 804-435-2632

West of Warsaw on Rt. 3
804-333-6362

Great Discounted Merchandise

Callao Buy Rite
Rt. 360, Callao
804-529-7505
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Recycling network forms
KILMARNOCK—Recycling Regional Network
recently formed to focus on
recycling in the Northern
Neck.
The volunteers discuss
recycling issues and develop
solutions to promote the
benefits of recycling for the
broader community, said volunteer Kristine Gibson. They
address how to recycle in
towns, implement recycling
and reuse behaviors in their
own lives, and how to make
recycling easier for all.
“The network seeks partners across the four Northern
Neck counties to enhance
and evolve recycling efforts
for the betterment of our
communities,” said Gibson.
“A consortium of state and
county agencies, environmental organizations and
volunteers sponsor programs
that raise awareness of recycling benefits for home,
school, work and nature.”
The programs educate the
public on recycling standards
and processes and help the
public adapt to a reuse and
recycle culture, she added.
The group is reviewing starter projects for the
remainder of 2009 and early

2010, which may include an
explanatory brochure and
improved signage at recycling sites. The network is
sponsoring a project led by
Sandy Henbest of “Too Good
To Throw Away,” a program
researching the ability to
locate nearby recycling and
waste management sites.
The network recently discussed educational options,
working
with
Scouting
groups, faith-based associations, greater diversity
within the network and its
audiences, and mapping
some recycling programs to
grade levels’ Standards of
Learning.
The network will gather
economic data on recycling
benefits for the four counties
and develop relationships
with waste management and

recycling vendors, school
districts and museums.
Recycling
Regional
Network is led by Faye
Andrashko. Members represent the Chesapeake Bay
Garden Club, Garden Club
of the Northern Neck, Virginia Cooperative Extension,
Northern Neck Soil & Water
Conservation District, Northern Neck Master Naturalists,
Northern Neck Master Gardners, Northern Neck Chapter of Virginia Native Plant
Society,
Northumberland
Association for Progressive
Stewardship, Mermaid Consulting Services and Northern Neck Electric.
The network invites anyone
interested to the next meeting at 9 a.m. November 9 at
the Northumberland Public
Library in Heathsville.

Saturday night dinner.

Now offering
Call for reservations.
Also available,

Sunday Champagne Brunch

804.435.0034 • Kilmarnock VA

The Agenda
Some 30 motorcyclists covered the 60-plus mile poker run. The ride started at the Kilmarnock
Farmers’ Market (above) and ventured to Burgess, Callao, Kinsale, Warsaw and back to
Kilmarnock. Photo by Starke Jett

Ride for the Red raises some $700
KILMARNOCK—A pack
of motorcyclists participated
in a charity poker run Saturday to benefit the River
Counties Chapter of the
American Red Cross.
Starting at the Kilmarnock
Farmers’ Market, the tour of
the Northern Neck passed
through Lancaster, Richmond
and Northumberland counties. The ride raised approximately $700 for the chapter.
“This was a real community effort,” said executive
director Julie Dudley,
“From
Xtreme
Power
Sports who was the major
sponsor to the Kilmarnock
Chamber of Commerce, who
organized the event, it was
a great way to spend a day
while raising much needed
money for the local area.”
After the ride, the cyclists
gathered at Savannah Joe’s
for lunch while being entertained by Open Road.
“We really appreciate Open
Road donating their time to
end the ride on a high note,”
said Dudley.
A number of businesses
contributed items or services
for door prizes. WIGO Country 104.9 broadcast from the
start and contributed money

From left, Julie Dudley presents Ernie Webb of Xtreme Power
Sports a Certificate of Appreciation.

for each ad placed in support
of the ride.
“It was an exciting day
at the Farmers’ Market,”
said Kilmarnock community development strategist
Susan Cockrell. “In addition

to the usual vendors, we had
a live radio broadcast, a classic car cruise-in, organized
by Jack Ashburn, the start of
the motorcycle ride and even
the Bay Tones showed up to
entertain.”

Precautionary measures will
keep the home warm and cozy
F

or many parts of the
country, the summer of
2009 proved rather agreeable. Prolonged heat waves
were an aberration rather
than the norm while late
summer seemed more like
early fall than in years past.
Though the weather made
summer enjoyable, there
is still a belief, be it warranted or not, that an agreeable summer will lead to a
harsh winter. Regardless of
what the weather will bring,
however, homeowners need
to prepare their homes for
winter before the temperatures dip. Readying a home
for winter can be done with
a few simple chores.
• Replace the furnace filters. Forced air heating systems can be especially taxing
on filters. Come the following winter, if those old filters haven’t been replaced,
homeowners can expect
heating costs to rise dramatically. But homeowners who
purchase new filters before
winter arrives can save
money on the cost of filters,
and the results of those new
filters will show up on the
bills once the colder weather
arrives.
• Seal the windows. Inspect
the windows throughout a
house before winter arrives.
This can be done easier in

fall than in the end of summer
because the colder air of
fall will make drafts from
leaky windows much more
noticeable. Kits for sealing
windows are inexpensive,
and sealing windows before
winter arrives can save substantial amounts of money
on the monthly heating bill.
When sealing the windows or inspecting them for
leaks, it’s also a good idea to
remove screens and replace
them with storm windows.
This can ensure cold air
stays out and the home stays
warm.
• Have the chimney thoroughly inspected. Homeowners with wood-burning
fireplaces should have their
chimneys inspected by a
professional chimney sweep
near the end of fall and
before winter begins. Creosote, a dark brown oil used
as a wood preservative, can
buid up in a chimney and
possibly lead to fires that
can spread to the house.
Chimney inspections can be
free or relatively inexpensive and, if a home fire is
avoided, are well worth the
minimal cost.
• Bring in the plants. Some
plants can thrive throughout
the winter if watered properly, so be sure to bring those
in when doing a pre-winter

property inspection. This
would also be a good time to
bring in any patio furniture or
childrens’ toys. Also be sure
to bring in the grill before
the winter season starts. For
homeowners who still grill
well into winter, consider a
thick cover that can protect
it from harsh winter storms.
• Fix any cracks in the
porch or sidewalk. Cracks in
the front steps or sidewalk
leading into the house can
potentially prove hazardous
once winter weather arrives.
The season’s first snowfall
can cover up those cracks,
but that doesn’t mean they’re
not still there. Such cracks
can result in trips or falls
that, when coupled with
winter ice, can potentially
result in serious injury.
Metro News Service

gift idea?
Rappahannock
Record Online
fast.
available.
easy.
804.435.1701 ex 19

Local Government News
LANCASTER—The
board of supervisors will
meet at 7 p.m. tonight
(October 29) at the courthouse in Lancaster.
Supervisors will select
an engineering inspector for the judicial center
construction project from
among five bids submitted.
On the public hearing
docket, Susan C. Massey
seeks authorization to place
an 80-foot communication
antenna on a 24.32-acre
parcel at 553 Clark Point
Drive in the Little Bay
area.
James and Cherri Seldon
seek authorization to
rezone 0.84 acres at 190
Twin Branch Road near
Brown’s Store from general
agricultural to general residential for a second home
to accommodate extended
family.
A special closed meeting of supervisors was held
last Tuesday to negotiate a
contract for a public boat
ramp and fishing pier with
David George on Antipoison Creek. However, as of
Monday, the issue was not
on tonight’s agenda.
According to supervisors, the negotiations are
still under way and any vote
on the contract is expected
to be taken before the
public at a regular monthly
meeting of the board.

JIA

JAMES INSURANCE AGENCY
O F V I R G I N I A, I N C.
Larry J. Dawson, LUTCF
Agent

P.O. Box 1210, 472 Chesapeake Drive
White Stone, Virginia 22578
Email: larry.jamesinsva@verizon.net

Phone: (804) 436-0145
Cell: (804) 436-3177
Fax: (804) 436-0182

“For all your insurance needs!”

Historyland Raffle
First Prize - $300

Great Deal for $1!
6 tickets for $5
1 ticket for $1

Prizes are:
2nd - Gayle Mandell Pastel
Gift Certificates:
3rd - $100 Credit-Farm & Home
4th - $75 - Seven Martini Bar
5th - $50 - KC’s Crabs & Cues
Other Prizes:
6th - Quilt - 70”x 90”
7th - Cross Stitch Map of NN
8th - Hand Painted Vase by Chris Young
9th - HCW Food Basket

Historyland Community Workshop Sale
Nov. 21 • 8:30am - 12:30pm

Kilmarnock • Virginia 								

SHERIFF’S REPORT
The
Northumberland
County Sheriff ’s Office has
received complaints of political signs being stolen and/or
damaged.
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins
reminds the public that such
activity is a criminal offense.
Anyone caught tampering with
any campaign signage will be
prosecuted, he said.
Sheriff Wilkins last week
brought charges against 14
individuals.

Felonies

Dominique Rashad Taylor,
19, of Lottsburg was charged
October 20 on a Maryland
fugitive warrant.
Ernest Lynwood White Jr.,
75, of Heathsville was charged
October 21 with possession of
child pornography.
Ernest James Polk Jr., 21,
of Heathsville was charged
October 22 with felony counts
of making a bomb threat and
assaulting a police officer. He
also was charged on misdemeanor counts of obstruction
of justice, destruction of property and appearing intoxicated
in public.
Troy Lamont Reed, 27, of
Dunnsville was charged October 23 on a grand jury indictment with distribution of
cocaine. He also was charged
on a warrant for possession
of a controlled substance with
intent to distribute.
Johnnie Jamal Ball, 24, of
Heathsville was charged October 24 with a Circuit Court probation violation.

Misdemeanors

A Heathsville male, 40, was
charged October 19 on a Lancaster County warrant with
writing a bad check in the
amount of $53 to a Kilmarnock
area business.
A Callao man was charged
October 19 on a Mathews
County warrant with petit larceny.
A Reedville man, 35, was
charged October 19 with telephone harassment.
A Heathsville woman, 25,
was charged October 22 with
failure to obey a court order
and possession of marijuana.

Social Services
seeks sponsors
for Christmas
charity programs
LANCASTER—Depar tments of Social Services annually identify needy families and
assist them with getting Christmas gifts for their children by
matching them with groups
who extend a helping hand to
children who might otherwise
go without.
“In the past, we have partnered with many organizations and programs, including
Deputy Santa and Toys for
Tots. This year, with the economy being the worst in recent
memory, we expect that the
requests will exceed last year’s
and that there will be fewer
donors,” said spokeswoman
Dawn Mahaffey.
“We must ensure that while
every effort is made to help
every child in need, that there
are also checks and balances in
place to make sure that children
or families receive help from
only one community sponsor. This will help ensure that
available help reaches as many
children as possible,” Mahaffey
said.
The
Lancaster
County
Department of Social Services is seeking sponsors for
its “Christmas Wishes” program. Businesses, organizations and individuals may
choose to adopt a family that
has requested assistance with
purchasing Christmas gifts for
their children. The department
is not accepting donations of
assorted gifts not earmarked
for a particular child, but will
help match sponsors and donations with specific families in
need.
If your organization is planning to sponsor children or a
family, the department requests
that even if you have not coordinated such giving with them in
the past, that you please contact
them and let them know what
you are offering, and whether
you would like to be matched
with a family, or whether you
have already selected children
to assist. This will enable the
department to check their list
for duplications and assist the
next needy family. To sponsor a family, call Mahaffey at
462-5141.

A Heathsville man, 28, was
charged October 22 with failure to appear in the General
District Court.
A Lottsburg man, 43, was
charged October 24 with
assault and battery of a family
or household member.
A Callao man, 81, was
charged October 24 with a probation violation.
A White Stone man, 36, was
charged October 25 with driving while intoxicated, driving
suspended, and assault and battery of a family or household
member.
A Heathsville woman, 33,
was charged October 25 with
assault and battery of a family
or household member.
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Fire department awards 20 prizes
T

White Stone volunteer fireman John Springs presents a
$10,000 check to grand prize winner Margaret Radcliffe.

he White Stone Volunteer Fire Department recently held a
drawing for its fourth annual raffle. The department sold 400
tickets at $100 each and awarded 20 cash prizes.
Margaret Radcliffe of Heathsville won the grand prize of
$10,000. Philip Peterson won the second-place prize of $2,500.
Ann Kramer, Ray Lewis and Jamie Fischer won third-, fourthand fifth-place prizes of $1,000 each.
Jack Kirkmyer, Noel Woolard, Mal Ransone, Amy Bradley and
Stephanie Hudson won sixth- through 10th-place prizes of $500
each.
Paul Somers, Don Serio, Linda Stepanian, William Vose,
Randall Kipp, Pat Crenshaw, Maggie Elbourn, Tom Armstrong,
Robert and Laura Lowery and Keith P. Carmell won 11ththrough 20th-place prizes of $250 each.
“The department would like to thank each person that purchased a ticket,” said member Carl Long. “The department greatly
appreciates the support of the community in making this another
successful fund-raiser and congratulates all of the winners.”
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These stamps were issued in early October for the 2009 holiday season.

U.S. Postal Service issues a blizzard of holiday stamps
NEW YORK—The Postal
Service recently released the
2009 Winter Holidays, Hanukkah and Kwanzaa stamps at
the American Stamp Dealers
Association Mega Stamp Show
in New York City.
“We hope Americans will use
these stamps to spread the joy of
the Holidays on cards and letters across the nation this holiday season,” said David Failor,
U.S. Postal Service executive
director of Stamp Services.

Winter Holidays

The Winter Holidays stamps
feature a reindeer, snowman,
gingerbread man and toy soldier. A merry reindeer dangles
a red bulb ornament from his
antler. Flurries of large flakes
dust a snowman sporting a top
hat, coal buttons and a carrot
nose. The gingerbread man is
decorated for the season with
green, red, and white icing.
The toy soldier smiles while
standing at attention. Borders
of evergreens, stars, wreaths,
and holly add another holiday
touch to the stamps.
These popular figures are
seen throughout the holidays,
decorating homes, schools, and
stores from Thanksgiving to
New Year’s. They also appear
in gift wrap designs and are
the subjects of several favorite
songs and stories. As stamp art,

they will add a festive touch to
letters and cards sent to friends
and family.
This is the first Postal Service stamp project for artist
Joseph Cudd. His company,
Brushworks Studio, in Greensboro, N.C., is primarily a gift
wrap and print design firm. To
create these stamps under the
direction of Richard Sheaff of
Scottsdale, Ariz,, Cudd first
sketched the designs by hand
and then finished them on the
computer using a graphics
tablet.
More than 1.5 billion 44-cent
First-Class stamps are available in booklets of 20 and ATM
booklets of 18.

Hanukkah

The new 2009 Hanukkah
design features a photograph of
a menorah with nine lit candles.
The menorah was designed by
Lisa Regan of the Garden Deva
Sculpture Company in Tulsa,
Okla., and photographed by Ira
Wexler of Braddock Heights,
Md. Carl T. Herrman of North
Las Vegas, Nev., was the art
director. Some 35 million 44
cent First-Class stamps are
available in sheets of 20.
The 2009 Hanukkah stamp
is the third U.S. issuance to
commemorate the holiday. The
Postal Service issued its first
Hanukkah stamp, which fea-

Virginia Farm Bureau
introduces ‘Real Dirt’
RICHMOND—As part of
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation’s effort to voice legislative
concerns, the state’s largest
farm organization has launched
its first-ever video blog.
Titled “The Real Dirt,” the
site went live October 20 on
YouTube and VaFarmBureau.
org. The weekly blog will contain one-minute video commentaries from some of Farm
Bureau’s 36,000 producer
members, as well as from staff
who work in relevant specialty
areas.
“The primary purpose is to
afford us quicker reaction time
to criticism or misinformation
about the agriculture industry, but it also will allow us to
be more proactive about many
other important issues,” said
communications director Greg
Hicks.
Topics will include state and
national legislation and proposed legislation, as well as
educational information.
The first segment explains
Farm Bureau’s stance on the
Cap and Trade issue. The U.S.
House of Representatives has
passed an energy tax bill commonly called “cap and trade”
because it sets federal limits
on carbon emissions and would
establish a trading system for
energy.
Farm Bureau members in Virginia and nationwide object to

the plan, believing it will harm
their businesses, increase the
cost of energy and food for all
Americans, and be ineffective
in influencing climate change.
The bill is being debated in
the Senate, and Farm Bureau
members are contacting members of Congress through the
“Don’t Cap our Future” campaign.
The next blog entry will
focus on the animal welfare
issue where critics of animal
agriculture believe farm animals should be treated more
like pets. Farm Bureau contends
that proven animal husbandry
practices and animal welfare
regulations already in place are
sufficient to keep farm animals
comfortable and healthy.
Later, the organization will
cover the financial problems
facing the dairy industry. Other
topics to be addressed include
proposed new Chesapeake Bay
regulations and the federal deficit.
“Farm Bureau is facing perhaps more critical issues than at
any time in our 83-year history,”
Hicks said. “We need to be out
there on all fronts, utilizing
blogs and social media as well
as the more traditional means
of communication like TV,
newspapers and magazines.”
To access the blog, go to
VaFarmBureau.org or YouTube
and type in therealdirtva.

Maggie’s
Fabulous
Consignments

ladies apparel, accessories & gifts

577 rappahannock drive
(804) 436-1701
open tuesday - saturday 10-5

tured a stylized illustration of
a menorah, in 1996. A design
featuring an ornate dreidel followed in 2004.

Kwanzaa

The U.S. Postal Service celebrates Kwanzaa, a non-religious holiday that takes place
over seven days from December 26 to January 1. Kwanzaa
draws on African traditions

and takes its name from the
phrase for “first fruits” in Swahili, a widely spoken African
language. Stamp artist Lloyd
McNeill of New York City,
under the direction of Herrman, created this new, festive,
highly symbolic design to celebrate the holiday.
The bold colors in the stamp
art are complemented in the

top right corner by the colors
of the Kwanzaa flag — green
for growth, red for blood, and
black for the African people
— which are the same colors
as the Pan-African flag. The
field of green around the borders symbolizes growth and
a bountiful harvest. In the
hoop that the girl holds in her
hands, as well as in the family

grouping of mother, father,
and child, McNeill symbolized unity.
This is the third stamp design
issued by the U.S. Postal Service in celebration of Kwanzaa. The first Kwanzaa commemorative stamp was issued
in 1997. Thirty million 44-cent
First-Class stamps are available in sheets of 20.
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“As you know, I do not involve myself in Board of Supervisors elections, but after reading
your opponents platform and positions, I find it necessary to change from that tradition.
You have my wholehearted support for your Re-election to the Board of Supervisors.”
Ronald D. Crockett - Sheriff, County of Lancaster
“I am happy to endorse Butch Jenkins for Supervisor. For the last 16 years he has served
as a Supervisor and has consistantly voted as a fiscal conservative. He is always careful
when spending the Lancaster County taxpayers money!”
Sonny Thomas - Commissioner of the Revenue
“I wholeheartedly support your re-election as the District 1 representative on the Lancaster
County Board of Supervisors. You bring 16 years of experience and capable, dedicated
leadership to our board.”
Wally Beauchamp - Supervisor, District 5
“ Butch Jenkins is a strong fiscal conservative and has the knowledge and ability to serve
Lancaster County well. It was my great pleasure to serve with him”
H. Howard Whay - Former member and Chairman Board of Supervisors
“ I strongly endorse and support Butch Jenkins for District 1 Supervisor. At this time of
upheaval and uncertainty, we need a person of his abilities. I trust him as my county
leader and I trust him as a life long friend”
Edward R. Pittman - Former Chairman Lancaster County School Board
Member of Lancaster County of Virginia Education Foundation
“ It is in our best interest to keep Butch Jenkins on the Board of Supervisors. I served
with him on the Social Services Board and worked with him while on the School Board.
His expertise is needed to give us the continuity necessary for sound government.”
Katherine H. Chase
“ I strongly urged my fellow voters in District 1 to re-elect Butch Jenkins to the Board
of Supervisors.”
Roberta H. Lewis - Former Clerk of the Circuit Court Lancaster County
“As a friend of Butch Jenkins for more than 20 years and a native of Lancaster County,
I wholeheartedly endorse his re-election to the Lancaster County Board of Supervisors.
James E.C. Norris, M.D.
The son of the late Dr. Morgan E. Norris and the author
of Fight On, My Soul, his father’s biography

A Capable Leader ....
.... A Trusted Friend

Authorized By F.W. “Butch” Jenkins, Jr.

November 3rd Re-Elect November 3rd Re-Elect November 3rd Re-Elect November 3rd Re-Elect November 3rd Re-Elect

CommunityForum
This Side
of 60

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Access for all

by Marie Snider
Years ago, my mother was
enamored with the unprecedented technology.
First, electricity came and we
had a single bulb hanging from
the ceiling in each of our 12
rooms.
After electricity, all kinds of
new-fangled appliances arrived.
Our old gasoline-powered washing machine was now run by
electricity. Our wood stove was
replaced by an electric stove.
My father no longer cut large
chunks of ice from our pond and
store them all summer in the ice
house – making sure that there
was plenty of sawdust between
the blocks. Our old ice box was
now replaced by a wonder-working refrigerator that made ice,
instead of requiring ice.
My mother discarded our old
ice cream freezer and began
freezing ice cream in the fridge.
She bought an ice cream mix
that came in Jello-like boxes and
mixed it with eggs, milk and
cream. After the mixture was
frozen, she beat it until smooth
with another up-to-date contraption – a Hamilton Beach mixer.
After it was frozen again, the
ice cream was good. But not
nearly as good as the old-fashioned kind.
My mother was very curious
about electricity. Wondering
whether she had the power to
stop the beaters in her Hamilton
Beach when they were running,
she tried it – with predictable
results. Cut fingers.
And later when we had a spindry washer, she did the same
thing – trying to stop the washer
when it was spinning. With similar results.
As we stood around the
kitchen looking at my mother’s
swollen hand, she said to me,
“Let that be a lesson to you.”
My father, with characteristic
humor, said, “Why should that be
a lesson to Marie?” I was thinking the same thing.
Like my mother, I’ve done
some unintelligent things that I
think other people should learn
lessons from. Such as the time I
almost set my office on fire.
For 25 years, I was communications director at a mental
health facility and often took pictures for publications. As a result,
I had a magnifying glass on my
desk to peruse the negatives.
I never went to my office
weekends, except one Saturday I
did. Imagine my disbelief when
I saw a 12- to 18-inch curl of
smoke coming from the magnifying glass. After closer inspection, I learned that my desk was
actually burning. How fortunate
that I had come!
So if you are this side of 60
and have trouble seeing, let
my mistake be a lesson to you.
Keep your magnifying glass
in a drawer, and never in direct
sunlight.
But the more important lesson
is: never worry. You always
worry about the wrong things
anyway.
What’s more important is
being in synchronicity and following your intuition.
I’ll never know why I went to
my office that particular Saturday
afternoon, but it doesn’t matter.
The important thing is that I
went.
Copyright 2009 Marie Snider
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If pumpkins grew on trees, they might look like these persimmons.

Photo by Robert Mason Jr.
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point.

Healthcare Reform:

A View From The Front Line
by James L. Wright, MD, PhD
(Final in a four-part series)

We’re all in this together, aren’t we?

I believe that most Americans agree universal
coverage is the right thing to do, so the level of
rancor and divisiveness over such an important
issue is disappointing.
I predict that most Americans will eventually
calm down and do what we usually do when faced
with a national crisis – roll up our sleeves and find
our balance again. What a wise person once said
still holds true: American politics comes down to
a balance between liberty and equality, political
parties differ only in the weight they give each. We
should all pray that those that march on Washington in the name of “liberty” can eventually find
common ground with those who are now trying to
legislate in the name of “equality.”
From a Christian viewpoint, universal healthcare is a no brainer. There is certainly room for
debate as to how to go about it, but it’s hard to
argue against the concept as a Christian, especially
after Jesus said that stuff about loving your neighbor as yourself.
Yes, it might cost us, but instead of rage at the
thought of new taxes, we should really be filled
with shame at the thought of tens of millions
of uninsured people in this amazingly wealthy
country. I might find it tempting to oppose reform
based on concerns over what it might cost me, but
since my financial advisor is a penniless Galilean

preacher, it’s tough to justify those concerns.
Regardless of how we solve the problem,
universal healthcare is a cause around which all
Christians should rally. For those of us who are
concerned about the decline of Christian values in
our country, universal healthcare embodies those
values that God finds most important—to care for
the sick, for the widow, the orphan, those caught
in cycles of poverty and sickness. For those of us
who see elective abortion as a tragedy, consider
universal healthcare as one more way to reduce the
cycle of illness and poverty that fuels our national
epidemic of unwanted pregnancies. There’s room
for all types of Christians in this issue, and none
of us should remain silent in support of universal
healthcare—it’s just the Christian thing to do.
I hope I’ve given you some food for thought.
I don’t expect this to make a bit of difference in
Washington, but maybe it will make a difference
in your mind or your heart. Thanks for lending
me your ear, I’d be happy to lend you mine at
jlwright64@gmail.com.
James L. Wright, MD, PhD is a physician specializing in long-term care as well as a candidate
for the Masters of Arts in Theological Studies at
Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond. He is
currently working on a book about identity change
in dementia entitled Love Endures.

In response to last week’s
negative letters concerning the
“public access” on Antipoison
Creek, I have found it necessary to reply.
Prior to last week’s letters
of concern I have appreciated
and respected the “freedom of
speech” exercised by so many
in our community; however,
this right does not allow publicly deceiving or falsifying
information.
The opposing letters were of
a great shock to me, as these
were well informed and very
supportive of the possibility of
a private boat ramp and fishing
pier, yet their personal selfish
interest has created a change
of heart and depicts their preference of who they believe
should or should not have the
right to enjoy public access to
“our” bay.
If this project is approved
by the Board of Supervisors, it
will provide amenities such as
a handicap-accessible fishing
pier, a beautifully landscaped
picnic and parking area, a boat
ramp to accommodate most
and will encourage family outings.
It appears the residents
opposing this project with their
letters are the fortunate homeowners who have their own private access to “our” bay. This
project would allow the rest of
the tax-paying citizens to also
enjoy these waterways.
I have lived my entire life
in Lancaster County and have
been respectfully referred to
as “David,” Capt. David, Cap.
Luke or Roland’s son and when
one I have known my entire
life referred to me last week as
“Mr. George” I realized though
this is hardly the letter Capt.
Luke would write, I needed to
step up to the plate and exercise
my “freedom of speech.”

David George,
White Stone

Don’t be fooled by
‘healthcare reform’
A recent letter writer decried
the use of the term “death panel”
as voiced by the former governor
of Alaska. While I deplore the
use of those two words, I hasten
to remind the writer and Americans the process whereby mature
individuals will be denied access
to medical miracles is hidden
within the 1,500 unread pages of
the monstrosity called the Baucus
bill.
This catastrophe is being
melded with another Senate
bill and when finalized will be

merged with hundreds more
unread pages from the House of
Representatives. The end result
will call for the appointment of
a person, not unlike the present
“health czar,” and a committee
of administrators who will be
empowered to tell doctors which
procedure/treatment/therapy is
appropriate for a given diagnosis. Age of patient will surely be
one determinant, as conventional
wisdom (proven wrong by a 2006
study from Emory University)
holds that millions of dollars are
spent on seniors in the last year
of life.
The party and the president
now in power condone no opposing views, mimicking the behavior of the majority party in 2005,
that gave us the disastrous Medicare Part D. That bill was not and
still is not paid for and this healthcare bill will drive this country
further into unheard of debt (the
president’s pledge to avoid deficit
spending not-withstanding).
This president also proposes
to eliminate $500,000,000,000
in waste, fraud and abuse in
Medicare and threatens to cut
$172,000,000,000 or so in payments to those private insurance
companies who manage Medicare Advantage programs.
Along with the restraints
the “Health Commission” will
impose on doctors (including
financial punishment of those
who spend “too much”), nothing less than healthcare rationing
for seniors and higher taxes on
those who work for a living (as
opposed to those who vote for a
living...H.L. Mencken) will be
the inevitable result.
If the party in power were truly
interested in reform it would start
with the following four issues:
• Tort Reform (there, I said it).
• Allow medical insurance to
be sold across state lines.
• Encourage personal responsibility by eliminating first dollar
coverage and institute Health
Savings Accounts.
• Leave those who are happy
with their health insurance alone.
These four actions would save
untold billions of dollars and
America would benefit for generations to come. The present
plans will cost billions of dollars
more than projected, will break
up doctor-patient relationships,
and will condemn our children
and grandchildren to higher taxes
and bigger, more intrusive government and undeniable loss of
liberty.
If there was ever a time to
call Senators Webb and Warner
and Congressman Wittman and
express your concern, it is now.

Edward A. Zakaib M.D.,
Irvington

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

O

n October 8, I met with a
group of folks and promised to see the real and continued effects of toxic Chinese
drywall in person and visited
the Hollymeade neighborhood
in Newport News October 20. I
was greeted by a large number
of people who had taken time
from work to meet with me.
Some carried homemade signs
pleading for help.
These particular homes are
three-story townhouses. As I
walked up the staircase to the
main floor, the pungent smell

of sulfur became stronger with
each step. That wasn’t the only
sign of the toxic Chinese drywall. Each home I visited was
also very cold. The heating
units were damaged and many
residents weren’t sure if turning them on would cause a fire
or further damage.
Where walls had been
removed you could see the
electrical copper wiring corroding. One woman had hung
jewelry on her wall and that
too was corroding. Additionally, TVs, coffee-makers,

computers, printers, virtually
any electronic device containing metal parts was either
nonfunctioning or extremely
damaged.
I spoke with many residents of Hollymeade, all
of them middle-class folks
who included service members, civil service employees,
school teachers, all types of
employees and small business owners. These are people
who are comfortable, but not
wealthy, and can’t afford to
move out of their homes and

pay their mortgages and rent a
temporary home. Some of the
homeowners had top-secret
clearances. If they allow their
homes to lapse into foreclosure, they could lose their
clearances, which could result
in the loss of their jobs and
further economic hardship.
Immediately
following
my visit, I sent a letter to the
chairman of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission to urge them to expeditiously complete their study
of the affected homes across

the country so that action can
be taken. The study was to be
completed at the end of October, but has been postponed
until sometime in November.
With winter fast approaching, Hollymeade residents and
others cannot wait another
minute for action. I will continue to do everything I possibly can to help these people in
this terrible situation.
If your home has been
affected by toxic Chinese drywall, call my Yorktown office
at 757-874-6687.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

E

arlier this month I had the opportunity
to tour the presentation of Thomas Jefferson’s library assembled by the Library of
Congress. As all of us learned in school, after
the British burned the Capitol and its library
in 1814, during the War of 1812, the following year former President Jefferson sold the
nation his own personal library, which then
was the largest private library in America.
In part his motivation was to get funds to
use toward the payment of his debts, but more
importantly to insure that the new nation for
which he had served as midwife could have
an informed body of elected officials at work
in its capital.
The purchase price was $23,950 and the
collection consisted of 6,487 volumes. Unfortunately, on Christmas Eve 1851 a second fire
came close to wiping out the collection, but a
third of the volumes survived. Those remaining books constitute the original nucleus of
the present collection, which today is the largest library in the world.
In 2000, under the direction of the Librarian of Congress, Dr. James H. Billington, the
library set out to reconstitute Thomas Jefferson’s original collection. In an ornate special
room, the original volumes have become once

again the essence of the restored library.
As I mentioned in a previous column, I
Today’s librarians decided to designate also re-visited Monticello this month, and
those books actually owned by Jefferson with although I have known the story of Jeffergreen ribbons. Gold ribbons denote books son and his books, this time, having left the
known to have been part of Jefferson’s collec- Library of Congress exhibit three days eartion that the library has been able to acquire lier, I wondered how Monticello might have
in the exact edition. Books
looked with so many
with no ribbons are ones
books. Jefferson must
from the library’s holdings On June 10, 1815, Jefferson
have had piles of books
which although later ediI do not
wrote his celebrated line, “I everywhere.
tions, represent the ones in
see how he could have
the Jeffersonian purchase. cannot live without books,”
done otherwise, unless
Lastly, book boxes with
the dome room had
titles and authors’ names perhaps his most quoted
been his repository.
on their spines are volI was interested to
umes signifying gaps that statement after the Declara- learn that the curators
the library has not yet been tion of Independence.
of the Thomas Jefferson
able to fill toward the goal
Foundation are striving
of a complete restoration
to put together a collecof the body of books as Jefferson knew it.
tion of volumes similar to that at the Library
The visitor has the awesome privilege of of Congress. Jefferson lived nine years after
wandering through the newly placed stacks the sale of his library, during which time he
where each volume is under glass and climate bought new books, thus the Monticello colleccontrol. The setting is appropriate and it spurs tion will try to encompass both what he sold
the realization that these volumes had as their and what he later purchased.
contents the ideas that formed Jefferson’s
I am sympathetic to Jefferson’s plight, being
mind, be they treatises on history, law, litera- a fellow bookworm; I dare not use the term
ture or mathematics.
“bibliophile” in speaking of myself. On June

10, 1815, Jefferson wrote his celebrated line,
“I cannot live without books,” perhaps his
most quoted statement after the Declaration
of Independence. He appears not to have gathered his books for historical reasons, in other
words, not because of antiquarian value, but
purely for the advancement of his own knowledge. In that effort he brought together books
that were old and venerable even in his lifetime.
I found great amusement in one of his
volumes, entitled, Collateral Bee-Boxes: or,
A New, Easy, and Advantageous Method of
Managing Bees, given our family experience
over the last two years of trying to establish
bees at our home. The publication date was
1744, the year after Jefferson’s birth. The
author, Stephen White, M.A. advised that part
of the honey could be taken away “in an easy
and pleasant manner.” Apparently, he never
had the pleasure of a bee sting.
With each passing generation we become
more informed about Jefferson and his world.
The Library of Congress has succeeded magnificently in producing in a single room the
record of his monumental intellectual pursuits.
Being there, one is equally as close to the Sage
of Monticello as in that hallowed hall itself.
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YOUR LETTERS
Candidate responds
to alleged rumor,
campaign materials,
newspaper ad
As a former member and
chairman of the Lancaster
County Social Services Board,
a member of the board of
supervisors, and, more importantly, as a person fortunate
enough to have her mom and
dad as trusted friends for over
59 years, I was shocked to read
Mrs. Richard Pleasants’ letter
to the editor last week alleging
that an unnamed supporter of
my re-election had canvassed
a District 1 neighborhood for
the purpose of spreading an
unfounded rumor of domestic
violence in her household.
Allow me to state very
clearly, I have never had any
reason to even consider that
the relationship in the Pleasants’ household was anything
but normal, healthy and loving.
If I had a suspicion that inappropriate and harmful behavior
occurred, I would not waste
time spreading rumors. As a
sworn official of this county, I
would have notified the proper
authorities immediately.
However, as a result of her
letter, and despite the fact that
I do not encourage door to
door canvassing by my supporters, I have spent hours
calling, meeting and visiting
supporters within the district to
determine how such a hurtful
rumor might have been spread.
I have learned in which neighborhoods the Pleasants and my
opponent’s campaign manager
canvassed the weekend before
last. I have learned the names
of a good number of the persons spoken to by the canvassing team. What I have not been
able to find is any individual
within those neighborhoods
who knew of any such rumor
before the Pleasants visited
them.
On Tuesday, October 20,
Artie Ransone, a supporter,
informed me that my opponent
had told him the previous night
of the alleged rumor. Artie
also said my opponent further
stated that if he found who
was responsible, there would
be another lawsuit. Even then,
there was no assertion on Mr.
Pleasants’ part that I or one of
my supporters was involved.
Other than that, neither I nor
anyone to whom I have spoken,
including supporters, nonsupporters and “fence-sitters,”
has heard a suggestion that
anything other than tranquility
exists in the Pleasants’ home.
I understand that Mrs. Pleasants, who has not been back in
the area for very many years,
may not know me that well. I
know and truly like her oldest
brother, Andy. I enjoy his
engaging smile every time we
meet and I appreciate his work
at our state park.
Her other brother, Cecil, I
have liked and respected since
many years ago when he was
the feistiest of younger players
on the Upper Lancaster Ruritan
midget league football team I
coached.
Mrs. Pleasants is Sis’s and
Francis’s youngest child; I had
already left to go back to college and a career before I had
the opportunity know her as
well.
I have spent 16 years in local
public service tackling problems and issues and have cast
thousands of public votes. I
am certain more people than I
would like believe some of my
votes were wrong. Having been

involved in six separate local
political races, I am sure many
may have questioned some
campaign strategies.
However, never before has
any opponent or a member
of the opponent’s campaign
inferred that my service or my
campaigns were anything other
than ethical, fair and straight
forward. That is possibly one of
the reasons my opponent in the
last District 1 Supervisor race
now supports my re-election.
I have no other evidence that
would question the veracity of
the assertions made by Mrs.
Pleasants and I do not desire
to cause any additional hurt,
if there is actually a malicious
rumor afoot. But I must call
attention to other inaccuracies
which have come from my
opponent’s camp during this
campaign.
On page three of Mr. Pleasants’ handout he says the
sheriff’s department does not
cover “community events
(ball games, festivals, parades,
etc. …)”. Sheriff Crockett led
the parade in Lively in which
my opponent and I both participated. There were deputies posted at the intersections
of Route 3 and White Chapel
Road, Alfonso Road and Courthouse Road to divert traffic
from the event. At the homecoming football game at Lancaster High School, which Mr.
Pleasants attended, I counted
no less than four deputies, in
uniform and on duty. The fact
is that the sheriff’s department
and individual deputies cover
these events well, sometimes
on their own time.
His campaign material states
that our volunteer fire departments (VFD) are totally selffunded and the county should
contribute at least 20 percent
of each unit’s operating budget.
The truth is the tax payers of
this county actually contribute $75,000 annually to each
of those three organizations.
Depending on the operations of
the individual VFD and special
needs within any operational
year, that amount has been
anywhere from 30 percent to
nearly 50 percent of the annual
operating budgets. That’s still
a bargain for the protection we
get. Nevertheless, his statement
is grossly inaccurate.
There are other inaccuracies
in Pleasants’ campaign materials, but let me move to my
personal favorite, because it
involves this newspaper.
The Rappahannock Record
accepted my opponent’s five
column advertisement with
the statement, “Challenged
Incumbent Supervisor and
He Declined to Debate Me.”
This was allowed although
I had forwarded both to the
editor and Audrey Thomasson, who covers local government, the documentation that
showed it to be a false assertion. It included Mr. Pleasants’
first hand-written “challenge”
posted on my porch door one
week from the date of his proposed debate. I provided the
paper my response, which indicated I was willing to debate,
but which essentially sought
a more even playing field and
a debate sponsored and organized by an impartial group or
organization.
The newspaper was given a
copy of the second proposal,
once again stuck to my porch
door, which started with the
statement “To keep this event
neutral, no group will be ‘hosting’ or ‘sponsoring’ the event.“
It proposed a debate for which
he pre-selected topics covered

and indicated he had picked
as the moderator an individual
who had been seen a good part
of the day at the ULVFD Labor
Day Festival wearing a “Pleasants for Supervisor” sticker on
his shirt. The editor, as well as
Ms Thomasson, even acknowledged to me that this could be
a set-up. Yet the paper allowed
this gross misstatement of fact
to be printed in Mr. Pleasants’
ad.
What disturbs me nearly the
most in this avoidable incident
is that my unfairly maligned
supporters will now have to
come up with additional funds
for an advertisement to repair
the damage to my campaign
and their efforts in it.
Finally, dear Editor, just a
personal aside that I would
like to share with your readers: I remember a discussion,
witnessed by others when you
were only a younger political
reporter and I, if not a freshman supervisor, was still in my
sophomoric stage.
I had told you that I would
never respond to a letter to the
editor other than to contact the
individual writer personally.
You replied that you “loved”
the letters to the editor because
they and the next week’s
responses sold newspapers.
You further suggested that the
time would come when I would
respond and you would sell
newspapers.
Well, you were right and I
was wrong. I have finally been
compelled to respond to a letter
to the editor. I hope the exercise meets your earlier expectations, but I genuinely fear
that neither I, the daughter of
my longtime friends, nor our
respective families which have
cared for and respected each
other so many years will find it
quite as rewarding.
Butch Jenkins, Lancaster
Lancaster County
District 1 Supervisor
and candidate for re-election

Chicken feed
When I first decided to
pursue public service, I knew
I would be falsely attacked
on a number of issues – faith,
patriotism and a gross misrepresentation of my votes
among them. Because I have
faith in voters, I normally
don’t respond to such distortions of my record.
However, I never expected
to be attacked for raising
backyard chickens.
For the record, I have never
advocated decreasing regulations on chicken litter. In
fact, I have specifically advocated and supported efforts to
strengthen regulation of poultry litter and other nutrients.
Any allegation to the contrary
is simply a lie.
As a former “Legislator
of the Year” from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and
with a 96 percent rating from
the League of Conservation
Voters, it is not a secret that
I take stewardship of God’s
gifts seriously.
If you have any questions
or comments about what I’ve
done in the past or what I plan
to do in the future, please
contact my office at 804-4625466.
Del. Albert Pollard
Lively

Remember veterans
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 7167 and the Ladies
Auxiliary would like to pay
tribute to our nation’s veterans—those soldiers who
fought and are still fighting,
for our country’s freedom.
Remember to fly your flag
on Veterans Day, November
11.
We also would like to
share the poem: “Freedom
is Not Free” by Major Kelly
Strong.
“I watched the flag pass
by one day, it fluttered in the
breeze. A young man in uniform saluted it, and then he
stood at ease.
“I looked at him in uniform—so young, so tall, so
proud. With hair cut square
and eyes alert, he’d stand out
in the crowd.
“I thought how many men
like him had fallen through
the years? How many died on
foreign soil?
“How many mothers’ tears?
How many pilots’ planes shot
down?
“How many died at sea?
How many foxholes were
soldiers’ graves?
“No, freedom is not free. I
heard the sound of taps one
night, when everything was
still.
“I listened to the bugler
play and felt a sudden chill.
I wondered just how many
times that taps had meant
“Amen.”
“When a flag had draped
a coffin of a brother or a
friend.
“Of fathers, sons and husbands, with interrupted lives.
I thought about a graveyard
at the bottom of the sea.
“Of unmarked graves in
Arlington. No, freedom is
not free.”

Gay M. Packett,
VFW Auxiliary 7167

Show some respect

driveway. My front lawn is
my drainfield area and not a
driveway.
I tried to catch up to you,
but you got away too fast.
I just wanted you to know,
whoever you are, that I didn’t

appreciate what you did and
you should have more respect
for other people’s property.
I am sure that my neighbor
feels the same way also.

Charles S. Cox,
Kilmarnock

Doug Walker & Sons, Inc.
804-453-3998

Fall is here & the oyster is King!

We are no longer having the
Crab & Rib Cruises...but there's still lots to do!

Tours of Carter's Creek
aboard Sunnyland with the leaves showing off

2009 Oyster Festival - Nov. 6th & 7th
Earth Angel will be running 2 trips a day
from The Tides Inn to Urbanna at 9am & 11am

Lights on the Creek
& Lights on the Docks
Judges & everyone else can view the
boat parade & the decorated docks from
Earth Angel - Evening tours until Christmas

Holiday Parties

Large or Small - Enclosed & Heated
After Decks & Cabins

Call Us Today!

631.477.2211

On Monday, October 19,
around noon or shortly thereafter, my wife and I saw
someone in a fairly new Ford
Pickup F-150, possibly light
tan or gray in color, drive up
my driveway.
After possibly deciding
not to come to my house or
probably at the wrong house,
instead of backing out of the
driveway you drove across
my front lawn, through a
portion of my neighbor’s
front lawn, and exited out her

Rappahannock
Record
Deadlines
Display Advertising:
Monday @5 p.m.
Classiﬁed Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON
News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

paid for and authorized by Lancaster County Republican Committee

Paid Political Advertisement

“I believe it has come time for us to consider a more civil
and balanced approach to representation in District 1.”





SATURDAY,
N OVEMBER 7, 2009
9 a.m. –1 p.m.
IRVINGTON COMMONS


PRODUCE, FLOWERS, MEAT, SEAFOOD, CHEESE, BAKED GOODS, CRAFTS, ARTWORK








On November 3rd, VOTE for the Candidate that takes You seriously:

VOTE for Richard Pleasants (Independent)
Lancaster County Board of Supervisors – District 1
P.O. Box 415, Lively, VA. 22507
(804) 462-0893
Paid for by Pleasants for Supervisor
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YESTERYEAR
in check and made moons of. Maybe the earth will take in Halley’s
Mrs. Geo. Steuart and brother, Wayman Blakemore, left Thursday
comet, if it comes near enough, and make a moon of it. Wouldn’t that for Norfolk, where the latter took the civil service examination Saturday.
The Halley comet, which is sort of a tramp among heavenly bodies, be great? We really need another moon.
is again approaching the earth. Its last appearance was in June 1861, at Kent’s Best Speech
White Stone
which time it caused considerable apprehension among the superstiBut what about alleged dispatch from Heathsville, which told of
Capt. A. R. McNamara has been unwell for some time, and was
tious, many believing that it had something to do with bringing about the crowd which gathered to hear Candidate Kent—how very large, forced to leave his boat last week.
the civil war. Since that time it has been rushing through space, lend- enthusiastic and representative it was, how it was composed of men all
Mrs. W. H. Longworth and family have moved into Mrs. R. H.
ing diversion or fright, as the case might be, to the inhabitants of other over the county and how Mr. Kent’s masterful speech made a profound Humphreys’ dwelling since their recent misfortune by fire. Mr. and
planets.
impression upon them? Upon what ground can this deliberate misrep- Mrs. Humphreys and little son are in Richmond.
According to calculations made by Frank E. Seagrave, of Provi- resentation be explained to people who have a regard for the truth and Weems
dence, and confirmed by George M. Searle, of New York, supervi- want the facts of the campaign as they are?
We are glad to say that the condition of Mrs. J. O. Dameron, who has
sor general of the Paulist Fathers, and widely known astronomer, the Afro-American Notes
been sick so long, is much improved. Her mother is still with her.
comet will be visible to the naked eye in the early spring, and will be
Mrs. Maggie Campbell, near Tombs, has returned from two weeks
Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Hughes visited the gentleman’s parents at Coan
nearest the earth at 6,235,000 miles.
visit to her brother, John Smith, in Baltimore.
Saturday and Sunday.
There has, however, always been some alarm about Halley’s comet
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Waddy, of Tombs, recently visited relatives at
A good many new scholars were admitted to the school here this
striking the earth. Halley himself believed that it might on some of its Pinckarkdsville.
week. Mr. Simmons expects in a short while now to have the school
visitations. Some of the old astronomers claimed that it might have
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse F. Parks, of Tombs, recently visited J.A. Kelly, completely graded and as soon as the new desks arrive and are put in,
brought on the flood in Noah’s time, and the opinion has been widely at Ottoman.
everything will be in good working order. Parents need have no fear
entertained that it would burn up the earth some day.
but that their children will be properly looked after.
Ottoman
But it is more than likely that comets have a good purpose and were
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball WashE. S. Dobyns, of Mollusk, was in Baltimore this week.
not made to strike other planets, and, we are told, were seized and held
ington Museum and Library)
(Reprints from the October 29, 1909, issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Halley’s Comet

Two aviation pioneers: Katherine Stinson vs. Amelia Earhart
Earhart

by Col. Gary L. Ellis
U.S. Army (Retired)
With the advent of the film
biography “Amelia” premiering
this week, “let us return to the
thrilling days of yesteryear,” as
the old Lone Ranger Radio Show
stated. Or more properly, let us
“jump back” into the golden age
of aviation when every flight, slipping the surly bonds of earth and
dancing among the clouds,
was a thrilling adventure.
To gain a perspective
of the era and be better
prepared to watch and
appreciate the film, let us
compare the flying capabilities
and records of Katherine Stinson
(1891-1977), the fourth woman
in the U.S. to gain a pilot license
in 1912 at the age of 21, with
Amelia Earhart (1897-1937),
who gained her pilot’s license
in 1922 when she was 25, the
16th woman to receive a pilot’s
license.

Amelia was six years younger
than Stinson. She first flew in
1920, eight years after Katherine. She began flying lessons
with Anita Snook flying a Curtiss
JN-4 “Canuck” in 1921.
By 1927, she had accumulated nearly 500 hours of solo
flying without a serious incident.
Amelia was the 16th woman to
be issued a pilot’s license. Amelia

Community
Comments

Stinson

Female aviators were a novelty
in 1913. The three aviatrixes who
preceded her were either dead
or had retired when Katherine
Stinson received her license.
Julia Clark fatally crashed, Harriet Quinby had fallen from her
Bleriot (a French single-seat
monoplane) and Matilda Moisant retired immediately after the
Quinby tragedy. Katherine was
the only woman still flying and
took flying lessons from Max
Lille in a Wright “B” Biplane
trainer.
Katherine and her mother
formed the StinsonAviation Company in 1913. Her brother, Eddie
Stinson, headed the company and
the Stinson Flying School where
Katherine was an instructor.
Stinson Aviation produced many
general aviation single- and multiple-engine aircraft used in commercial and airline service. Many
Stinson aircraft set records. The
Stinson Municipal Airport in
San Antonio, Texas, is the second
oldest general aviation airport in
the U.S.
Katherine was known as “the
flying schoolgirl.” She had many
firsts and set many records. She
was the first woman to carry U.S.
Mail nationally and internationally, including the key New York
City to Washington route. The
Aero Club of America awarded
her a point-to-point record of 601
miles.
She was the first pilot to fly at
night and the first to use flares to
spell CAL over Los Angeles.
She toured and “barnstormed”
in Canada in 1916, performing
for the Canadian military among
others. Her favorite stunt was the
“nosedive.”
In 1915, at Circero Field in
Chicago, she became the first
woman to perform the “loopedthe-loop” in a plane she built herself. She performed this feat 500
times without an accident. She
toured the Orient in 1916. Flying
her Laird “looper” in Tokyo, she
skywrote the letter “S” seen by
20,000 Japanese. She made 32
flights in China including a private exhibition for the head of
state.
She flew for the Red Cross fund
drive in 1917, was welcomed by
the mayor at Governor’s Island,
passed through Philadelphia and
Baltimore, circled the Washington Monument in Washington,
D.C., and landed at the polo
grounds, delivering $2 million in
pledges.
She volunteered to fly for
the Army during WWI but was
rejected twice.
She made a 9 hour and 10
minute, 610 mile nonstop flight
from San Diego to San Francisco
in 1917, setting a record.
She later broke the record
flying 783 miles from Chicago to
New York.

was known as Lady Lindy after
Charles Lindberg. By some critics, Amelia was considered one
of the best women pilots in the
U.S.
As a student pilot in 1922, she
climbed to 14,000, feet setting a
world record for female pilots.
In 1928, she became the first
woman to co-pilot a plane on a
trans-Atlantic flight.
She was one of the first aviators
to promote commercial air travel
and she was the first woman to
fly solo across the North American continent and back.
She came in third in the 1929
Santa
Monica-to-Cleveland
Women’s Air Derby (later named

the “Powder Puff Derby” by Will
Rodgers). She placed fifth in the
1935 Bendix Trophy Race.
In 1931, flying an autogiro,
she set a world altitude record of
18,415 feet.
She became the first president
of the Ninety-Nines, a female
pilot organization.
In 1932, she became the first
woman to fly non-stop across the
Atlantic. She received the Distinguished Flying Cross from Congress, the Cross of Knight of the
Legion of Honor from the French
government and the Gold Medal
of the National Geographic
Society from President Herbert
Hoover.
In 1935, she became the first
person to fly solo from Hawaii
to California and set a record in a
nonstop flight from Mexico City
to New York.
Her famous 1937 around-theworld flight ended in a tradegy
which is still unexplained today.

Summary

Both Katherine Stinson and
Amelia Earhart were aviation
pioneers and celebrities in their
time who set a number of aviation milestones and records separated by only a decade and the
rapid advancement in aviation
technology during the golden age

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Call Albert Pollard anti-family
and he denies it

of flight.
Both originally wanted to
pursue music and both fell in love
with flying. When you watch the
Amelia movie, think a bit about
the aviatrix who preceded her
and blazed the trail…Katherine,
“the flying schoolgirl.”

As a final note, as you enjoy
the movie you might also remember a famous local aviatrix and
aviation pioneer, Ann G.B. Carl
(1918-2008) of White Stone.
Ann was a member of the Women’s Air Service Pilots (WASP)
during WWII. She was the only

woman test pilot flying WWII
combat aircraft such as the P-38
Lightening, P-47 Thunderbolt
and the P-51 Mustang, and the
first woman to fly a jet.
Col. Ellis, a resident of White
Stone, is a member of the Virginia
Aeronautical Historical Society.

Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive
and

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.
Now with two repair locations
to serve you.
Burgess and Kilmarnock
Our new Kilmarnock location
(across from McDonalds)

Opening Monday, November 2
Call now in advance to schedule your service work.

804-435-6499
Start Saving NOW for Your Next Car from
Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

but what does his legislative record show?
Health Services for Minors – On Feb. 1, 2003, Pollard
voted NO on HB 1499 to require parental notification when
minors receive health services for sexually transmitted
diseases, illegal drug use, contraception, pregnancy and
contemplating suicide. Passed 59-39.

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi- bin/legp504.exe?031+vot+HV0654+HB1499

‘Morning After’ Pill – On Feb. 17, 2004, Pollard voted
NO on HB 1403 to require parental consent prior to minors
being prescribed “morning after” abortifacient pills. Passed
59-41.

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?ses=041&typ=bil&val=hb1403

‘Morning After’ Pill – On Feb. 17, 2004, Pollard voted
NO on HB 1414 to bar college and university health clinics
from giving “morning after” pills to minors without parental
consent. Passed 52-47.

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?ses=041&typ=bil&val=hb1414

Pre-Born Babies – On Feb. 3, 2005, Pollard voted YES to
amend HB 1524 by defining human fetuses as not homo
sapiens species from fertilization to birth. Failed 32-59.

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?051+vot+HV0425+HB1524

Abortion Clinics – On Feb. 2, 2005, Pollard voted NO on
HB 2347 to permit localities to require licenses for the
operation of abortion clinics. Passed 60-36.

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?051+vot+HV0389+HB2347

Marriage Amendment – On Feb. 8, 2005, Pollard voted
NO on HJ 586 to permit Virginia’s voters to consider a
constitutional amendment that marriage may exist only
between a man and a woman. Passed 78-18.

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?051+vot+HV0938+HJ0586

Marriage Amendment – On Feb. 26, 2005, Pollard voted
NO on final passage of SJ 337 to permit Virginia’s voters to
consider a constitutional amendment that marriage may exist
only between a man and a woman. Passed 80-17.

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?051+vot+HV1723+SJ0337

Pollard – anti-family – and out of step!
Vote

pro-family on Nov. 3

Vote for Catherine

Crabill for Delegate

Paid for and authorized by Catherine Crabill for Delegate

Paid for and authorized by the Lancaster County Democratic Committee
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Need
More
Reasons?
“Albert has always been the kind of individual
who speaks his mind, who is willing to
challenge the conventional wisdom, and
doesn’t worry all that much if he is off-kilter
with his own party on occasion.”
Political Scientist Bob Holsworth, May, 2009, writing about
Delegate Pollard being the only member of his party to vote
against Virginia’s budget.

“Albert has the dignity and the intellectual
horsepower to lay aside partisan difference
and work across the aisle to handle the
budget problems facing the
Northern Neck and Virginia today”
Former Republican State Senator John Chichester, October 2009,
in his endorsement of Albert Pollard as the best person to manage
Virginia’s budget woes.

This Tuesday, November 3

rd

Vote for Albert Pollard.
For information on how Albert’s been representing our Northern Neck values go to
www.albertpollard.com or call 462-5466
Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Albert Pollard

