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Seafood feast raises
funds for hunt club,
fire and rescue units

Planners
recommend
town approve
proposed
development

by Starke Jett
FLEETON—Saturday’s 14th annual Crab and Oyster Feast, sponsored by the Hack’s Neck Hunt Club and held at Cockrell’s Creek
Seafood Deli in Reedville, raised “several thousand” dollars for the
Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad, according to
deli owner and volunteer fireman Ronnie Jett.
The club reported that more than 350 tickets were sold for $30 each
despite the rainy, cold weather. Some visitors in the hungry crowd
came from as far away as Maryland and the Dismal Swamp.
Forty-nine bushels of crabs and 25 bushels of oysters were steamed
in the deli’s large pressure cooker mounted on a platform by the
water’s edge. It was manned by Jett and hunt club members Phillip
Marston and Ron Edwards.
Most of the money raised benefits the hunt club’s 42 members, its
many additional young hunters and their dogs. However, the club makes
a substantial annual donation to the fire and rescue departments as well.
“We’ve got a whole new generation of hunters coming up,” said
volunteer Don Gladden as he poured a “special blend” of spices over
trays of freshly cooked crabs being picked up by camouflaged clad
youngsters working the dinner.
Robbie Thrift was at his side pouring bushel after bushel of crabs
into the trays. Almost all the hunt club members were busy cooking or
carting crabs and oysters to eagerly awaiting diners.
Cooler fall weather signals the season for more local oyster and crab
feasts.
Upcoming feasts include the 52nd annual Urbanna Oyster Festival
from 9 a.m. to midnight November 6 and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. November
7 throughout the town. Oysters, seafood and other fare will be available from streetside vendors. There is a parking fee each day. For more
information, call 758-0368, or visit urbannaoysterfestival.com.
The Reedville Fishermen’s Museum 20th annual Oyster Roast is
from 2 to 5 p.m. November 14. Tickets are $30 in advance or $35 at
the roast. Proceeds benefit the museum. Call 453-6529 for advance
tickets.

by Audrey Thomasson

Robbie Thrift pours a bushel of crabs into serving trays.

Don’t be a stranger to breast cancer detection
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

M

y mother should have celebrated her 61st birthday last
week. But breast cancer took her
away from us too early.
She died four years ago at age
57, not quite two years after being
diagnosed.
My mother’s cancer was
advanced by the time she had a
mammogram. She underwent surgery, chemotherapy and radiation,

but one year after her initial diagnosis, the disease came back with
a vengeance, metastasizing to the
brain, lungs and liver.
My mother was 55 when she found
her lump. My aunt, a 12-year survivor, was 50 when she discovered a
pea-size lump that was removed and
treated.
I’m 42, not ashamed to tell my
age, and am acutely aware of what
my future may hold.
One in eight women will be diag-

nosed with breast cancer in their
lifetime. My risk is one in four.
And although breast cancer is the
leading cause of death for women
ages 35 to 50 – a woman dies of
breast cancer every 12 minutes –
there is hope. More than 1.6 million
breast cancer survivors are alive in
America today due in part to early
detection and the accessibility of
mammograms.
All women should perform
monthly breast self exams.

Women over 20 should have
annual clinical exams and women
over 40 should have annual mammograms. For women in highrisk groups, especially those with
family histories of breast cancer,
baseline mammograms are recommended at a younger age.
So, in honor of October as
Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
urge someone to have a mammogram...and celebrate many more
birthdays.

• Men can contract
breast cancer. In 2007,
over 2,000 cases of breast
cancer were diagnosed in
males in the U.S.
• Breast cancer is the
leading cause of death
among African-American women.
• Women of low socioeconomic status are more
likely to be diagnosed
with late stage breast
disease.

From left, driver Vernon Monroe and vice-president Carlton Revere display one of two pink propane delivery
trucks operated by Revere Gas. The company plans to have a third pink truck in service in December. Photo
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

• One in eight women will
be diagnosed with breast
cancer in their lifetime.

Gas delivery company takes breast cancer
awareness on the road throughout the year
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi
HARTFIELD—Real men wear
pink. And apparently, big, burly,
delivery men types also drive pink
trucks.
Vernon Monroe’s is hard to miss.
Monroe delivers propane for
Revere Gas & Appliance based in
Hartfield. The cab of his delivery
truck is bubble gum pink. Revere’s
logo, along with a large pink ribbon,
adorn the tank, calling attention to
its cause.
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and this month, Monroe
is driving one of the two pink trucks
in Revere’s fleet of 25 propane
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trucks. They were purchased specifically to promote breast cancer
awareness, not only in October but
throughout the year.
The company has partnered with
the American Breast Cancer Foundation (ABCF) and donates a portion of the money derived from
every gallon delivered by the trucks
and an additional amount each
year to the foundation, according
to Revere vice president Carlton
Revere.
Revere’s purchased its first pink
truck in 2006 when it updated its
fleet. The second came a year later.
According to Revere, the company
plans to acquire a third this year.
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“We have customers who say I
want my gas delivered by the pink
truck,” said Revere, whose grandfather founded Revere Gas in 1942.
He has family members who are
breast cancer survivors and so when
he saw the pink truck at a show, “it
was an easy decision,” said Revere.
“We said that’s a great idea. And
although I would have liked to be
the first one to have thought of it,
because it’s such a good cause, I
didn’t mind copying. Not only are
we offering monetary support but
we are also making people more
aware.”
The trucks, which turn heads and
evoke questions, rotate throughout
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the six Revere Gas operating districts in eastern Virginia’s Northern
Neck, Middle Peninsula and Tidewater regions. The eventual hope is
to have a truck in all six districts.
Revere’s initial fear that his company’s masculine drivers may dislike the idea of driving pink trucks
was soon dispelled.
“The drivers love to drive them,”
he said. “We worried about it at the
beginning, but the drivers found
that the good publicity outweighed
any concerns they had.
“The guys tell me that they’ll
drive it for a couple of days then
SPREADING, continued on page A2
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KILMARNOCK—The town’s first multiuse planned unit development (PUD) earned
praise from planning commissioners last week
when developer Mel Benhoff rolled out plans
to turn 112 acres behind establishments on
School Street into Kilmarnock Glen.
Planners voted 5-0 to recommend a zoning
change to town council that would take the
property from general commercial and general
residential to a PUD district.
Architect Tom Tingle introduced the development as a pedestrian-friendly, traditional
neighborhood within walking distance of Steptoe’s District. Amenities would include a swimming pool and club house and the potential for
a fitness center. He noted some 40 percent of
the property would be left as open green space
featuring walking trails with small parks sprinkled in denser neighborhoods.
Natural berms and ravines would be used
as buffers within clusters of single- and multifamily dwellings resulting in an average of 3.8
dwelling units per acre, according to Tingle.
The first phase of development is expected
to begin near the main entrance on Irvington
Road where dwellings will average 2.7 per
acre. A 100-foot buffer of trees and new plantings would shield existing homes on Irvington
Road from the development.
The development also would connect to
School Street by a footpath along the middle
school bus parking lot and by a road just north
of the Lancashire convalescent facility. A
2.5-acre commercial parcel is planned near the
School Street access road.
Benhoff estimated development of the 450
homes, townhomes and condos as well as the
commercial area would take place in several
stages over 20 years. He said he hopes to have
all approvals and permits in place to begin the
first phase in 2010.
A large portion of the dwellings would be
dedicated to senior living and empty-nesters looking to downsize. However, Benhoff
would not commit to a price range or starting
point on housing. He said it would depend on
market conditions during each phase of construction.
Planned unit developments allow larger scale
development and clusters of residential dwelling units. The zoning offers developers the
benefits of efficiency, economy and flexibility
by encouraging unified development of a site
while the town would benefit from improved
appearance and compatibility of uses and preservation of open space.
The only objections to the plan were voiced
by town council’s liaison to the commission,
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, who said the addition of
450 homes would increase the size of Kilmarnock by 50 percent.
“To me this would be a big change to the
quaintness of the town,” she said.
Nunn said the development could have a
serious impact on the town’s deteriorating
water and sewer infrastructure.
Benhoff indicated the additional revenue
from new residents would help fund replacement lines and boost the local economy.
Nunn said several area residents have
expressed concerns regarding the amount
of traffic the development would create on
Irvington Road and that the entrance could
add to drainage problems in the corridor. She
also questioned the wisdom of developers
and Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) in not adding turning lanes on Irvington Road to facilitate access. She asked if they
were aware of a new state law that requires
right hand turn lanes on routes 200 and 3 in
Lancaster County.
Benhoff’s team said they met all VDOT
requirements, but were not aware of any
changes in the law and would check into it.
Also, they noted their design called for a drainage system that would help alleviate current
problems with runoff.
Commission member Jane Ludwig defended
the developers, saying the commission has
been working closely with Benhoff and he has
accommodated all their concerns.
“We put this PUD on the books five or six
years ago,” said former planning commission member Virginia Henry. “The developer
should be applauded and the town should be
thrilled.”
Other citizens expressed their confidence
in the quality of Benhoff’s work, based on his
developments in Maryland.
“This is good for the economy here. We’ll
see a lot of people put to work,” said Lancashire director Jeff Marnien during the public
comments section. “I’m excited about the community coming to this town.”

THIS WEEK ONLINE:

Porsche Shine and Show Concours
The First Settlers’ Region of the Porsche Club of
America rendezvoused in Irvington last weekend.
Catch the sights and sounds at RRecord.com.
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volunteer of the year
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LANCASTER—The board
of directors of the Mary Ball
Washington (MBW) Museum
and Library recently named
Craig Kilby the 2009 Volunteer
of the Year in appreciation of
his work to broaden the horizons of the MBW Genealogy
and History Library.
Since joining the volunteer
staff four years ago, Kilby
has worked to maintain and
increase the library’s collection and has been a driving
force behind the expansion of
the library’s searchable online
card catalog, said executive
director Karen Hart.
As the coordinator of book
acquisitions, Kilby researches
and recommends new titles
and helps raise funds. When
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KILMARNOCK—Council
member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn’s
efforts to get tough on poorly
maintained properties received
mostly positive reviews from
citizens and won the unanimous endorsement of the planning commission last week following a public hearing.
Nunn said some residents
have complained for over 20
years about neglected properties littered with trash, disabled
vehicles, outboard motors,
rusty paint cans strewn across
yards and deteriorating structures that have become a fire
hazard. Additionally, she noted
properties where structures are
caving in and attracting rodents
and other pests that carry disease.
“The offenders are consis-
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K.C. Troise

Virginia’s environmental leaders will gather in the Northern
Neck for the second workshop of
the Virginia Natural Resources
Leadership Institute, November
4 through 6 in Kilmarnock, with
field trips to the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, the Omega Protein plant and Cowart Seafood’s
Oyster Aquaculture facility.
The institute has selected
the Northern Neck as a focus
because of the daunting work
required to restore the health of
the Chesapeake Bay.
Leaders will learn about President Barak Obama’s recent executive order that requires Virginia
and other bay states to work
together with federal departments and agencies to ensure the
Chesapeake Bay meets existing
state water quality standards and
the “fishable and swimmable”
goals of the Clean Water Act.
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The William & Mary Law
School Veterans Benefits Clinic
will co-sponsor a free information session for veterans and
their families interested in disability compensation from 6 to
8 p.m. November 5 at the Northern Neck Technical Center at
13946 Historyland Highway in
Warsaw.
Co-sponsors include the College of William & Mary’s New
Horizons Counseling Center and
Virginia Commonwealth University’s Center for Psychological Services and Development.
The first session begins at
6 p.m. to provide information
about benefits, post-traumatic
stress issues, and other mental
and emotional health concerns.
At 7:15 p.m., veterans and
their
families can speak with
From left, Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library
president Jeff Schmidt presents volunteer of the year Craig experts to get more information
on these topics, ask questions,
Kilby an engraved pewter cup.
and find resources.
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working Saturdays and other
times to assist patrons, he
brings an enthusiastic spirit
and a useful background in real
estate and legislative issues,
Hart said. He shows patrons
how to use land, tax and probate records for genealogical
research and helps the library
connect with other genealogical societies and libraries.
Kilby is a professional genealogist with more than 30 years
experience in genealogical and
historic research. He has a
bachelor’s in public administration from the University of
Missouri. He also is actively
involved in several state and
local historical and genealogical societies and the Sons of
the American Revolution.
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tently the same people,” she
said, and distributed pictures
of those properties to emphasize the point. The town spent
several million dollars to fix up
Main Street, she said, but the
situation caused by these residents could deter businesses
from locating here.
While the town has a nuisance ordinance, the proposed
changes would give officials
stronger enforcement abilities against residents who
endanger the health or safety
of other residents by refusing
to clean up and maintain their
property.
If approved by council, the
proposed amendments would
authorize the town to remove
debris at the owner’s expense
15 days after official notification. Failure to comply could
also result in a civil penalty of
up to $50 for the first violation.
A second and separate violation within 12 months could
result in a penalty of up to
$200 and would carry a fine for
each business day the problem
remained, up to a maximum of
$3,000. After a third violation
in a 24-month period, those
individuals could be charged
with a Class 3 misdemeanor.
The ordinance applies only
to debris and does not apply to
structures, said assistant town
manager Marshall Sebra in a
clarification after the meeting.
“Structures fall under Virginia’s uniform statewide building
code,” which is enforced by
the county building inspector,
he said.
“Neglect of property is a

learn more.
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whole neighborhood,” said
John Paul Hanbury. He noted
Rt. 3
that property next to the Chilin
Lovely
dren’s Learning Center has
uptown Lively
become a dumping ground, the
causing a safety hazard for
children. “I applaud you all for
moving forward on the ordinance.”
Betty Jones also thanked
officials for their efforts to
strengthen the law. Jones’s
property overlooks a huge pile
of rusting debris at the house
next door, according to Nunn.
Joan Sulenski was the only
citizen to object to the ordinance, citing the cost to people
who may not be able to afford it
and those who may be residing
in a nursing home and unable
Tuesday-Saturday 11 am - 5 pm• 462-6260
to take care of the problems.
“Do some of these people
need help?” she asked. “I was
offended by some of the wordReedville Fishermen’s Museum
ing (in the ordinance) like call20th Annual Oyster Roast
ing it ‘blight.’ You could feel
like the town police are coming
if you leave a kid’s toy out. It’s
Saturday, November 14th • 2 – 5 PM
America. This is how it is.”
On the Museum Grounds in Reedville
Dave Reedy’s motion to send
Cooked or raw oysters - clams
the amendments to town counhot dogs - barbeque
cil with a recommendation for
chicken wings
approval was seconded by Jane
soup - desserts - soft drinks.
Ludwig and passed on a 5-0
Beer and wine for purchase
vote. Member Steve Bonner
was not in attendance.
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Spreading the word
continued from page A1

have somebody ask them about
it and that’s really what it’s all
about,” he added.
When the trucks were purchased, Revere’s management had a brief educational
session with the drivers
and armed them with general knowledge about breast
cancer awareness along with
literature to dispense to customers.
“We wanted them to be a

little more engaged. Not just
to drive the truck but be able
to talk about the reasons we
have them,” said Revere.
ABCF not only promotes
breast cancer awareness, but
also helps those who otherwise cannot afford it to
receive mammograms.
“We have high hopes that
we’ll reach somebody,” said
Revere. “Even if it’s just one
person, it’s worth it.”

Screening is crucial in
breast cancer detection
Breast cancer screening
refers to the process of checking a woman’s breasts for
cancer before there are signs
or symptoms of the disease,
according to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Three main tests are used to
screen the breasts for cancer.
Women should talk to their
doctor about which tests are
right for them and when they
should have them.
• Mammogram: The most
effective means to detecting
breast cancer, a mammogram
is an X-ray of the breast. Mammograms can detect breast
cancer early, when it is easier
to treat and before it is big
enough to feel or cause symptoms. Having regular mammograms can lower the risk
of dying from breast cancer.
Women age 40 years or older,
should have a screening mammogram every one to two
years.
• Clinical breast exam: A
clinical breast exam is an
examination by a doctor or
nurse, who uses his or her

hands to feel for lumps or other
changes.
• Breast self-exam: A breast
self-exam is when a woman
checks her own breasts for
lumps, changes in size or
shape of the breast, or any
other changes in the breasts or
underarm (armpit).
Having a clinical breast
exam or a breast self-exam
does not decrease risk of dying
from breast cancer. If choosing
to have clinical breast exams
or breast self-exams, be sure
to also get regular mammograms.
Breast cancer screenings
are typically available at clinics, the local hospital or a doctor’s office. To be screened for
breast cancer, call the doctor’s office. The staff can help
schedule an appointment.
Most health insurance companies pay for the cost of breast
cancer screening tests.
For more information on
cancer prevention and control,
visit the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention at cdc.
gov/cancer.

Musical Entertainment

Only 1,000 tickets sold.
$30 in advance
$35 day of event (if any left).
Purchase tickets at museum 10:30-4:30 daily.
Mail/Phone orders (804) 453-6529
www.rfmuseum.org

Sat.
Nov. 21
8:30am - 12:30pm

LANCASTER
MIDDLE SCHOOL
HISTORYLAND
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Proposed recreational residential
zoning district review continues
by Starke Jett
HEATHSVILLE—Planners in Northumberland
County held a public hearing
last Thursday on a proposed
zoning ordinance amendment
to create a new recreational
residential zoning district.
Assistant county administrator Luttrell Tadlock, who
drafted the proposal, said the
new R-6 zone has been in
development over the last two
years. It is specifically geared
to residential developments
that are built around recreational facilities.
“The purpose of this district is to allow medium-density residential development
around golf courses, country
clubs and/or yacht clubs/marinas,” as defined in the purpose
statement of the draft.
The move was prompted
after members of the Indian
Creek Estates Homeowners
Association (ICEHA) came

to county officials, including their supervisor Thomas
Tomlin, asking for a new
zoning district to protect and
define communities such as
theirs, according to Tadlock.
“This kind of district fits
this community,” said ICEHA
past president Frank Lewis,
who attended the hearing with
current president Gary Swift
and vice president Bill Kelly.
Indian Creek Estates is next
to a golf course, country club
and marina.
“The only thing that would
change is that manufactured
homes, such as doublewides
or permanent trailers, would
be prohibited,” said Lewis.
“We feel like overnight our
community could become a
trailer park.”
Association covenants prohibiting trailers or manufactured homes were established
in the community when it was
first built in the mid 1950s,
but they expire this year,

opening the door for the possibility that a property owner
could set up one of them. This
possibility concerns the association’s members, according
to Lewis, Swift and Kelly,
because property values in
the development could be
affected.
Not everyone in the community, however, is happy
with the effort to add a new
zoning district. Peter Braatz is
a homeowner in Indian Creek
Estates and he expressed concerns at the hearing that the
proposed amendment is too
loose and undefined.
“This is a very good outline, but it is just an outline,”
said Braatz. “It lacks a lot of
definition. I think before it
gets to the supervisors, it has
got to have more meat on the
bones.”
If approved by the commission, the amendment would
be forwarded to the supervisors for consideration. Only if

adopted would any community
or future development be able
to apply for the zoning designation. Each step requires at
least one public hearing.
“It seems to me this is more
of a high-density development
than a medium-density one,”
said nearby resident Ida Hall.
The district allows building
lots to be as small as a halfacre if sewer and water are
available, three quarters of
an acre if not. The minimum
lot size now is one acre for
all other residential zones in
Northumberland County.
Ben Burton, a civil engineer
with Bay Design of White
Stone, said several aspects
of the amendment are poorly
defined or written.
There is a clause in the section on clustering that indicates “buildings shall contain
no more than eight dwelling
units,” indicating multi-family structures like apartments
or condominiums. But the use

Industrial zoning regs
ready for public hearing

Health fair draws a crowd
Families packed the Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck
clubhouse in Kilmarnock Saturday for the 2009 Northern
Neck Community Health Fair. Many were there to get seasonal
flu shots and free screenings for blood pressure, glucose,
cholesterol and bone density. Over 30 local organizations and
100 people participated in the morning educational event that
also offered door prizes and a silent auction. Photo by Audrey
Thomasson

LANCASTER—Planning
commission members last week
put the finishing touches on
proposed amendments to Lancaster County’s limited industrial zoning district (M-1) ordinance. The revised ordinance is
expected to go before a public
hearing at the November planning commission meeting.
Using color-coded maps,
planning and land use director
Don Gill showed planners the
industrial zoning districts, noting
that they are mostly surrounded
by residential and agricultural
zoning.
“In our county we’re going to
be hard pressed not to have M-1
next to residential communities,”
said planning chair David Jones.
There are 88 M-1 parcels in
the county, Gill noted. Some are
sparsely located in the Lively and

Lancaster schools to seek contract with
Honeywell for systems management
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board has agreed
to pursue an energy-saving
contract with Honeywell International to assess and implement systems that will make
district schools more energy
efficient.
The news couldn’t come
soon enough for the primary
school, which reported problems with an air conditioning
system that kept classrooms
at 58 degrees last Friday and
Monday and students dressed
in coats and sweaters.
Operations director Tim
Guill said the air conditioners were not running. He said
the problem was a result of the
system pulling in outside air.
Temperatures on Monday were
in the low 50s.
Board chair William Smith
asked primary school principal
Mary Catherine Jones to keep
parents informed when problems occur with the systems
so that parents can dress kids
appropriately.
Superintendent Susan Scia-

bbarrasi said Honeywell was
the only company to bid on the
the energy-saving contract.
“The company guarantees
the costs will be offset by the
energy savings,” she told the
board. She said Honeywell will
conduct a general technical
audit of each school’s systems
to determine if they can meet
their guarantee of producing a
savings of 85 to 115 percent of
the contract price.
Smith said the contract is for
$875,000 paid over 15 years.
He said changes implemented
by Honeywell are expected to
produce a savings of $70,000
per year, which would amount
to $1.05 million over 15 years.
The predicted savings are
based on today’s costs. As
energy prices rise, so will the
amount of the savings, Sciabbarrasi added. “However, if
the technical audit does not
show the predicted savings, we
don’t have to do the project,”
she said.
In other business, the superintendent reported all three
schools met state accreditation
standards again this year.

“Virginia is seen as one
of the top states for meeting
accreditation at 98 percent
because the state had accountability standards long before
it was required by the federal
government,” she said.
Sciabbarrasi
announced
more “belt tightening” due to
another round of state budget
cuts that will create a possible
$125,000 shortfall in school
funding during the current
fiscal year. She attributed the
shortfall to a decrease in sales
tax in a struggling economy.
Part of the loss is expected
to be offset by $40,000 in
additional state funds because
of an unexpected increase
in enrollment from 1,280 to
1,323 students. The schools
also are applying for stimulus funds in the amount of
$28,000. However, if the
school system qualifies, it
would still leave a $57,000
shortfall, she noted.
In another matter, the superintendent reported the overall
pupil/teacher ratio at the primary school is 18.5 pupils to
1 teacher.

Fuel Assistance application
deadline falls November 13
RICHMOND—Applications for Fuel Assistance
from the Virginia Department
of Social Services’ (VDSS)
Energy Assistance Program
will be accepted through
November 13. Families and
individuals must apply through
their local department of social
services.    
“This program helps offset
heating costs for many families
who truly need the help,” said
VDSS Commissioner Anthony
Conyers Jr. “We encourage
those who think they may qualify – including those who have
never sought assistance before
– to submit their applications
as soon as possible.”
Fuel Assistance is a supplemental program intended to

assist households in meeting
their home-heating energy
needs, said Conyers. To qualify for Fuel Assistance, a oneperson household’s maximum
gross monthly income cannot
exceed $1,174. For a household of four, the maximum
gross monthly income level
is $2,389. While called Fuel
Assistance, the program assists
with various types of energy
sources, including electricity,
natural and liquid propane gas,
oil, kerosene, coal and wood,
he said.
Those living in lower-income
households and members of atrisk groups, such as the elderly
and persons with disabilities,
may apply.
The Energy Assistance Pro-

gram is funded by the federal
Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
block grant. The federallyfunded LIHEAP provides
money to states to help lowincome households, the elderly
and disabled cope with the
financial strain of high heating
bills. The Fuel Assistance Program was created in 1979 and
each year serves approximately
122,000 households across the
Commonwealth.

WHY

ADVERTISE?
you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11

White Stone areas and in dense
pockets near Merry Point. Other
locations include the intersection
of Good Luck Road and Route
3, near Yankee Point marina, the
Chesapeake Boat Basin, and
Ampro Shipyard in Weems.
To protect adjacent neighborhoods, planners propose controls
on building height, heating, use
of flammable liquids or explosives, landscaping, number of
employees and emission of
fumes.
The commission accepted
David Chupp’s suggestion to
broaden the category “other
manufacturing usage” to include
“other activities with a special
exception permit,” giving officials the ability to accept or deny
a request after a public hearing.

For Display, Classified & Directory
Advertising, Call 435-1701

regulations in the draft only
specify single-family dwellings as a permitted use. Burton
thought that was inconsistent
and that some other clauses
could be confusing because of
the way they are written.
Some commissioners also
expressed concern that if the
Indian Creek community is
successful at being rezoned to
R-6, property owners would
lose the right they currently
have to place a manufactured
home on their property.
“So it is my understanding that if I’m a landowner in
Indian Creek and I don’t want
to go along with this zoning,
maybe I want to put a trailer
up there, I could have that right
taken away from me,” said commission chairman Al Fisher.
“There’s something not right
about that,” said commissioner
Kevin Elmore.
“Nobody has expressed
anything but total support for
this,” said Lewis of the other
homeowners in Indian Creek.
Braatz contradicted this statement saying that he didn’t go
along with the effort.
“I’d like to see staff answer
some of the questions raised
here,” said Fisher. “I don’t
want to be accused of procrastination, but I think we need to
take it one day at a time.”
The commission will review
any changes to the amendment at their next meeting on
November 12. If there are substantial changes, another public
hearing will be required.

Greenpoint Nursery
... an eclectic collection for
aesthetic reflection.
Route 3 in lovely uptown Lively

462-0220

marnock
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BeGINNING at 4 PM.
4 PM to 5:30 PM Kandy for Kids
(Treats on Main & Wal-Mart–ride the “Boo Bus”
(Kilmarnock Trolley) downtown to Wal-Mart)
5:30 PM Costume Contest
6 PM Pet Parade
6:30 PM Magic by Pittman
7 PM Lighting of the Pumpkin

Sponsored by Kilmarnock Chamber of Commerce
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NEWS BREAK
n Deadline extended

‘On Stage’ concert series opens
The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts “On Stage” concert series got off to a lively start
last Saturday night at the Lancaster Middle School Theater in Kilmarnock with the Paragon
Ragtime Orchestra from New York. Conductor Rick Benjamin and his musicians entertained
the audience with the turn-of-the century sounds of musical theater, silent cinema and vintage
ballroom dance numbers, including music popularized by the Sousa Band, Arthur Pryor
Orchestra and Scott Joplin. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

The Middle Peninsula
African-American
Historical and Genealogical Society
recently extended the deadline for submission of funeral
programs and family letters to
November 1.
This activity is a part of the
Middle Peninsula/Northern
Neck Funeral Programs project.
Folks are urged to lend
funeral programs to the project so that they may be copied
and made available to family
historians and other researchers.
Programs will be returned
to their owners. The society
also will accept donations of
programs. To participant, call
758-5163.

Interfaith needs financial help
to meet current commitments
KILMARNOCK—The goal of the
Lancaster/Northumberland Interfaith Service Council has been to never turn down
anyone with a legitimate need, according
to member Terence Cooper.
This could, however, be forced to come
to an end, he said.
The 2009 budget was established on
faith at $86,000. With three-quarters of
the year passed, Interfaith’s income has
only reached $38,982.87, or about 45
percent of its needs. A recent treasurer’s
report indicated that while there was
about $4,000 in the checking account,
there were outstanding bills totaling
some $6,000.
Interfaith Service Council is an all-volunteer organization with no paid personnel, said Cooper. The only portion of its
annual expenses that do not go directly to
needy service activities is about 3 percent
for telephone and electric costs.
The organization was formed almost
three decades ago by a coalition of local

churches of every denomination. The
driving force behind the organization
was the realization that individually these
churches were too small, and in many
cases were not full-time staffed, to handle
the many requests for assistance from the
needy in this area, explained Cooper.
There was also a realization that having
one source to receive and screen these
requests could reduce the likelihood of
scams where individuals would receive
identical assistance from several churches
simultaneously, he said.
Interfaith garners its support from contributions from churches, individuals,
civic organizations, clubs and foundations.
The funds support community service
activities for the needy such as: home
repairs to homes; emergency food boxes;
electricity and fuel and firewood assistance; household items; medical assistance; school supplies; and food bank
support.

To meet the current need, a considerable withdrawal would have to be made
from the reserve funds being retained to
cover extreme emergencies such as tornados, hurricanes and floods, said Cooper.
Should the contributions continue to lag
and the needs increase, there is a possibility that services could be restricted to only
the level of current contributions.
The community would be the one to
suffer from this drastic occurrence, he
said. This, of course is not unusual, but
in the past the Lord working the hearts
of the public, clubs and organizations has
brought Interfaith through.
“We pray that this will again be the
case, but we also believe that we need to
let the public know of our dilemma,” said
Cooper. “There is also a need for more
volunteers.”
To contribute time or money, contact
Interfaith.com., call 435-6050, or mail to
P. O. Box 868 Kilmarnock, VA 22482, or
visit interfaithservicecouncil.com.

Report shows proposed power
plant could be hazardous to bay
NORFOLK—A new report
commissioned by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF)
shows that a proposed coalfired power plant in Surry
County would add significant, illegal amounts of toxic
mercury and nitrogen to the
Chesapeake Bay and further
threaten some of Virginia’s
most unspoiled rivers.
Many of these waters are
already deemed “impaired,”
or polluted, by state and federal governments, and some
of them are so contaminated
by high levels of mercury they
carry Health Department fish
consumption warnings.
“Our report confirms that
the Old Dominion Electric
Co-operative (ODEC) plant in
Surry would add significantly
more pollution to Virginia’s
waterways,
compounding
existing water quality problems and posing further risks
to the environment, citizens,
and the economy,” said CBF
president William C. Baker.
“That is why we are calling
on state and federal authorities to prohibit this new pollution source.”
“The mercury from this
plant would be going to many
places that are conducive
to methylation, the process
whereby the mercury is con-

verted into a form that gets
into the food chain,” said Dr.
Michael C. Newman, marine
science professor at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science. “Once in the food chain,
the mercury biomagnifies,
increasing in concentrations
as it makes its way up to top
predators. Its magnification is
similar to the way compound
interest works in a savings
account—a small amount
deposited grows to become
very, very significant.”
Brian van Eerden, director
of The Nature Conservancy’s
Southern Rivers Program in
Virginia, said, “Some of Virginia’s most important natural
areas, such as the Chesapeake
Bay, Dragon Run, Blackwater
River, and Dismal Swamp,
fall within the pollutant deposition area characterized in the
report. We hope that CBF’s
study will help stakeholders
understand that though these
places seem remote and well
protected, emissions from
the proposed power station
will reach them. The soils
and water chemistry that
make these waterways and
wetlands so unique are also
the same features that make
them extremely vulnerable to
pollutants such as mercury.
The broad geographic scope

and potential irreversibility
of impacts underscores the
need for rigorous environmental review by the agencies
involved in the permitting
process.”
CBF’s report also found
that the proposed plant would
add significantly more illegal
nitrogen pollution to the bay
and Virginia rivers. The analysis found the plant would add
118.2 more tons of nitrogen
annually to the bay watershed
and, for example, 29 more
tons of nitrogen to the James
River basis each year. That is
comparable to adding another
new large sewage treatment
plant to the bay watershed.
Nitrogen pollution is a chief
cause of the massive algal
blooms and “dead zones” that
appear annually in Hampton
Roads and the Chesapeake
Bay, threatening fish, crabs
and oysters and crippling
the state’s seafood industry.
Reducing nitrogen pollution
has been a primary goal of the
federal-state bay cleanup for
decades, and Virginia alone
has appropriated nearly a billion tax dollars in recent years
to reduce nitrogen pollution
in state waters.
The CBF report also estimated the amount of sulfur
and particulate matter (soot)

from the proposed plant that
would fall annually onto the
bay watershed, onto Virginia,
and onto specific Virginia
river basins.
Sulfur pollution contributes
to hazy air, lung problems,
and acid rain that damages
streams and rivers. Particulate
matter from coal-fired power
plants is linked to asthma
attacks, strokes, heart attacks
and premature deaths.
“The Chesapeake Bay
Foundation’s expert analysis
provides yet another piece of
critical evidence demonstrating why building Virginia’s
largest coal-fired power plant
right in Hampton Roads is
such a bad idea,” said Cale
Jaffe, senior attorney with the
Southern Environmental Law
Center.
“Virginia, her partner bay
states and EPA have made it
a top priority to reduce pollution to the Chesapeake Bay
and our rivers,” Baker said.
“Sanctioning another new
pollution source such as the
ODEC plant not only is illogical but illegal. We call on
Virginia and EPA to deny all
environmental permits for the
proposed plant unless ODEC
can demonstrate the plant will
add no more pollution to the
Chesapeake Bay.”

The Agenda
Local Government News
KILMARNOCK—The
appointment of a new member
will be the focus of the Kilmarnock Town Council convening
at 7 p.m. Monday, October 26, in
the town hall.
Council intends to fill the
seat vacated last month by Gary
Anderson.
Four applications were received
by town manager Tom Saunders for the position which has
eight months remaining on the
four-year term, expiring June 30,
2010. In May, town elections will
be held with the winner taking
office on July 1.
Saunders said council will go
into closed session to discuss the
candidates before taking a vote
in open session. The names of
the applicants are being withheld
from the public because council
will treat the appointment as a
personnel issue, he said.

“There are some excellent
applicants,” Sanders noted. “In
fact, any of the four would do a
good job for council.”
Under previous administrations, applicants for appointment
to council have been made public
prior to the selection process.
According to Alan Gernhardt,
an attorney with Virginia’s Freedom of Information Advisory
Council in Richmond, state law
allows local governments to treat
the selection process as a personnel issue, although some would
argue the names should be made
public because they are being
appointed to fill an elected office.

courthouse.
Susan C. Massey is seeking authorization to place an
80-foot-tall
communication
antenna on a 24.32-acre parcel
at 553 Clark Point Drive. The
property is zoned general residential.
James and Cherri Seldon
are seeking a change in zoning
designation from general agriculture to general residential for a .84-acre parcel at
190 Twin Branch Road near
Brown’s Store. The purpose
of the proposed rezoning is to
take advantage of a smaller lot
size to accommodate a second
home for extended family. The
LANCASTER—The board area is mostly residential.
of supervisors will hold two
public hearings Thursday,
NEWPORT NEWS—The
October 29. The meeting will Virginia Marine Resources
begin at 7 p.m. in the General Commission will meet at 9:30
District courtroom at Lancaster a.m. Tuesday, October 27, at its

headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue, Newport News.
Habitat items are generally
considered during the morning
session and fisheries items are
addressed beginning at noon.
Habitat items set for public
hearing include an application
from Rob Edwards regarding
improvements at the Upper
Deck Crab & Rib House at
1947 Rocky Neck Road in
Mollusk.
Edwards is seeking afterthe-fact authorization to retain
a 115‑foot replacement pier
which was widened from three
feet to five feet and an adjacent, new, 30‑foot-long by
6‑foot-wide open‑pile commercial pier at his restaurant
and marina facility at the confluence of Greenvale Creek
and the Rappahannock River in
Lancaster County.
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Mediterranean Tapestry
August 7-19, 2010
Cruise the Mediterranean
on Holland America’s newest ship
the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Spain, Monaco, Italy,
Greece & Croatia.

Early Promotion Prices
Must be booked by December 30, 2009

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

BOAT SHOW
Saturday, October 24th
9am to 3pm
COME SEE
1953 38’ Chesapeake Bay Deadrise $47,000
2000 34’ Sea Ray Express $99,500
1985 33’ Bertram $88,000
2007 27’ Boston Whaler $110,000
1995 34’ ChrisCraft Crowne $52,000
1964 40’ Tiffany $58,000
PLUS MORE
Free Food & Drinks - Test Runs
Come Visit us at the Base of the
Great Wicomico River Bridge

Tiffany Yachts

www.tiffanyyachtsinc.com

Donate Your Boat
to

The Kiwanis Club of the
Northern Neck, Kids
Foundation, Inc.
•Great tax deduction benefit
•Free pick up
•Donations benefit area youth
• YMCA •Local Boy & Girl Scout Programs
•Lancaster H.S. Key Club
•March of Dimes •Boys & Girls Club
•Many other local youth programs

Call 1-804-435-2703 or
1-804-462-7018

The Perfect Gift
The Christmas shopper’s go-to
catalog for the best local
shopping in the Middle
Peninsula and Northern Neck
Your ad will reach over 31,000 readers
of the Southside Sentinel &
Rappahannock Record!

Our gift to you:

FREE COLOR IN ALL ADS!
Advertising Deadline: November 5
Publishes: November 19

Call the Rappahannock Record
at (804) 435-1701 or fax 435-2632
or email mail@rrecord.com
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SHERIFFS’ REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett brought
misdemeanor charges against
three individuals last week.
A Farnham man, 25, was
charged October 13 with contempt of Richmond County
court.
A Buzzards Neck Road
man, 33, was charged October
15 with threatening to harm
another.
A Kilmarnock man, 24, was
charged October 17 with contempt of court.

Activity report

October 12: Staff responded
to a domestic disturbance
(adult siblings) on Cherry
Hill Lane.
October 13: Staff responded
to a prowler complaint on Persimmon Lane, to the Rappahannock General Hosptial
emergency room to take a
domestic violence report
(injuries not related to domestic incident), and responded to
a trespass/suspicious person
complaint on Sycamore Lane
(unfounded). Staff received
a report of a runaway juvenile, a residential burglary
and destruction of property
report in the 100 block of Twin
Branch Road ($260 damages),
an assault by threat complaint
from a Gunther Lane resident
and a suspicious vehicle complaint on Haydon Lane.
October 14: Staff responded
to an assault in progress call
on Chesapeake Drive.
October 15: Staff responded
to an E911 disconnect call
on Townley Farm Road (no
emergency services needed)
and received a residential
burglary report in the 1000
block of White Chapel Road
($100 damages).

LANCASTER
COUNTY
CRIME
SOLVERS
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers is seeking information
regarding a break-in to Lamberts Building Supply.
On October 12, the White
Stone Police Department
and Lancater County Sheriff’s Office responded to
Lamberth’s Building Supply
in White Stone. Sometime
between closing on October
10 and opening October 12 a
person or persons entered the
building and removed several
rolls of copper wiring.
Northumberland and Richmond County Sheriff’s Offices
also report copper stolen in
their county during the past
couple of weeks.
Report related information to Lancaster County
Crime Solvers at 462-7463. If
your infomation is useful to
law enforcement, you could
receive a reward up to $1,000.
This is not a recorded line, and
you do not have to give your
name or appear in court.

Home invasion
suspect charged,
indictment pending
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland County Sheriff’s Office has made an arrest in the September 29 home
invasion robbery on Melrose Road in the Lottsburg area,
according to Sheriff Chuck Wilkins.
Angelica Maria Sanches-Gomez, 22, of Lottsburg was
charged October 14 with one count of accessory to armed
robbery, said Wilkins. Sanchez-Gomez was arraigned in
the Northumberland Juvenile and Domestic Relations
Court October 16 and was ordered to be held without
bond.
The sheriff’s office investigators are expected to
directly indict the primary suspect in the case October
21, said Sheriff Wilkins. Information gathered in the case
indicates that this suspect has fled to Mexico, he said.
The Hispanic community has been a great help in the
continuing investigation, said Sheriff Wilkins. Their cooperation was essential in this difficult case.

October
16:
Staff
responded with Virginia
State Police (VSP) to a traffic accident in the 2900 block
of Merry Point Road, to a
motorist’s report of a reckless driver in the Lancaster
area, with VSP to a traffic
accident in the 8600 block of
Mary Ball Road, with VSP
to a traffic accident on River
Road and
investigated a
suspicious person complaint
in the 500 block of Gaskins
Road.
October 17: Staff assisted
Northumberland
authorities responding to a domestic assault in the 8900 block
of Jessie Dupont Memorial
Highway. Staff responded
with assistance from the Kilmarnock Police Department
(KPD) to an E911 disconnect
call and possible domestic
disturbance in the 500 block
of Wilson Lane, to a traffic
accident on Oak Farm Road,
to the area of Russell Lane
on a shots fired call, to a single-vehicle accident on Hillcrest Lane and to a vehicle
overboard at Bertrand.
October
18:
Staff
responded to an animal control complaint on Carters
Cove Drive, to a suspicious
person complaint on Gaskins
Road and to a domestic disturbance in the 1900 block of
Morattico Road.
The sheriff ’s office also
conducted 15 traffic stops,
issued five summonses,
assisted three motorists,
reported five deer strikes,
performed traffic control
twice, investigated five
building alarms, processed
one mental health order and
transported four prisoners.

Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a carbon monoxide alarm
on Coxs Farm Road, a traffic
accident in the 100 block of
Irvington Road, and with the
Upper Lancaster Volunteer

Fire Department (ULVFD)
and U.S. Coast Guard to
a hazmat spill on Taylors
Creek.
The ULVFD also responded
to a hazmat spill in the 6000
block of Mary Ball Road,
unrelated traffic accidents in
the 8600 block of Mary Ball
Road and on River Road, and
a vehicle overboard in Bertrand.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins
brought charges against
seven individuals last week.

Felonies

Samuel Lester Owens,
23, of Burgess was charged
October 13 with grand larceny.
Richard James Parker
Jr., 18, of Heathsville was
charged October 14 with
unauthorized use of a vehicle, as well as misdemeanor
charges of driving suspended,
reckless driving, and possession of alcohol under the age
of 21.
Angelica Maria SanchezGomez, 22, of Lottsburg
was charged October 14 with
being an accessory before
the fact to robbery.
Donnell Devon Carter, 25,
of Lottsburg was charged
October 15 with malicious
wounding.
Brittany Loren Jones, 19,
of Lottsburg was charged
October 17 with assault and
battery of a family or household member. She has been
convicted twice prior to this
offense of assault and battery of a family member.
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Virginia State Police
encourage parents to
monitor teen drivers
R I C H M O N D — Vi rg i n i a
State Police are urging parents and teenagers to heed the
lessons learned and messages
associated with the national
teen driver safety initiatives.
Two new studies reveal that
teen crashes and risky behaviors such as cell phone use,
failure to wear seat belts,
and drinking and driving are
strongly linked with the ways
teens and parents communicate and approach rules about
safety.
The studies were conducted
by The Children’s Hospital
of Philadelphia (CHOP) and
State Farm, and recently published in the journal of Pediatrics. The studies, based on
the nationally-representative
National Young Driver Survey
of more than 5,500 teens,
show that teens who said their
parents set clear rules, paid
attention to where their children were going and whom
they were with, and did so in
a supportive way were half as
likely to crash, twice as likely
to wear seat belts, 71 percent
less likely to drive intoxicated
and 30 percent less likely to
use a cell phone while driving.
These findings were compared to teens who said their
parents were less involved.
A second study found that
teens who reported being the
main driver of a vehicle were
twice as likely to be involved
in a crash, compared with
teens who said they shared
a vehicle with other family
members. Nearly 75 percent
of the teens surveyed reported
being the main driver of a car.

RICHMOND—Kimberly
and Stephen Buzzell last week
filed an appeal with the Virginia Supreme Court to overturn Lancaster County Circuit
Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III’s dismissal of their
case against the town of Kilmarnock and allow the lawsuit
to go to a jury trial.
In their suit, the Buzzells
alleged the town “down-zoned
and eliminated property uses

The United States also has
worked to maintain its old
growth heritage. The United
States has 13.2 million acres of
old growth trees – trees 200 or
more years old. And over half
of that acreage, some eight million acres, is protected within
national parks, wilderness
areas, and other administrative
or legislative set-asides.
If combined, these old
growth trees would form a
band two miles wide stretching
from the Atlantic to the Pacific
Ocean. Most of the older trees,
like the redwoods and giant
Sequoias of the Pacific North-
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Misdemeanors

sAvE

A Kilmarnock woman, 22,
was charged October 12 with
failure to appear before the
multi-jurisdictional
grand
jury.
An Ohio woman, 40, was
charged October 16 with two
counts of failure to appear in
the General District Court.

Burleson, former zoning
administrator and current town
attorney P. Christian Stamm
Jr., council member Barbara
Robertson, former member
Les Spivey and planning commission member Jane Ludwig.
The Buzzells are seeking $5
million in compensatory damages plus punitive damages
against the town based on the
inability to complete the sale
of their commercial property
and its cascading effects on
their finances and other prop-

Forestry 101: Tree population continues to grow
Because trees live so long,
it is easy to think of them as
permanent. But they are not.
If natural threats like fires,
windstorms and insects don’t
kill them, trees eventually will
die of old age—to be replaced
by young trees, which eventually become old trees, explains
the Virginia Forestry Association.
In fact, there are more trees
today than there were 100
years ago, and more trees are
being planted each year. As a
result, the nation has added 58
billion cubic feet of trees to its
forests since 1977.
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affecting plantiff’s property
without opportunity to be
heard and without required
notice” to the public and property owners in the Steptoe’s
District. “The plaintiffs have
the right to challenge the procedurally defective adoption
of the Town of Kilmarnock’s
zoning ordinance and are entitled to restoration of injuries
caused by those violations,”
the suit states.
Named in the lawsuit are
former town manager Lara

Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

“When it comes to expectations and responsibilities
associated with safe driving,
clear communication between
parents and their children has
always played an important
role in guiding new, young
drivers,” said Virginia State
Police Superintendent Colonel W. Steven Flaherty. “We
strongly encourage parents to
take a few minutes and revisit
the ‘rules of the road’ with their
teenage sons and daughters.”
Virginia traffic deaths among
teens this year compared to
last year have decreased by
approximately 34 percent.
From January 1 through October 15, 2009, preliminary
numbers from the Virginia
Department of Motor Vehicle’s Highway Safety Office
indicate 47 teens between the
ages of 16 and 19 have been
killed statewide. Twentyseven of them were drivers.
Last year between this same
time, 72 teens were killed in
traffic crashes statewide; with
45 in the driver’s seat.
“Despite this year’s current
decrease in teenage traffic
fatalities, it is still disheartening and frustrating to see
such loss of life involving our
young people when they are
just starting to encounter the
privilege and responsibility of
driving a motor vehicle,” said
Colonel Flaherty. “We want
to remind young drivers and
their parents that buckling up,
complying with speed limits
and avoiding distractions save
lives.”
View the studies at chop.
edu/youngdrivers and statefarm.com/teendriving.

west, are protected.                                                                                        
Even in working forests,
as much as a quarter of the
remaining old growth is
located in areas where it will
never be logged. Where old
growth is being harvested, it
is being cut at a rate of only
1 percent a year. And as those
old forests are harvested, they
are replaced with new, vigorous forests.
The Virginia Forestry Association is committed to promoting a continuous improvement in the health of forests
throughout the Commonwealth.

29995*

$

With Mail-In Rebate

• Proven professional performance
with reduced emissions

Buzzells appeal decision in case against
Kilmarnock to Virginia Supreme Court
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Focal Point

Vote for a
woman of integrity

October leaf peeping in Heathsville

Photo by Audrey Thomasson
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point.

Healthcare Reform:

A View From The Front Line
by James L. Wright, MD, PhD

(Part three of a four-part series)
Athough government-run healthcare is an American tradition, there are better alternatives

It would also allow physicians to lower overWhat about the rest of us, the not yet elderly,
head by not having to hire another employee
the not yet dependent? Again, based on my
experience, I reject the claim that government just to collect money from some insurance
company in Omaha. Just imagine the price
has no role in healthcare – it does and will
of vegetables if grocers had to apply to Blue
continue to do so in the Medicare system (as
well as the Veteran’s Administration and Indian Cross/Blue Shield for payment after each purHealth Services) – but I also am not convinced chase, and receive that payment (heavily discounted) two weeks after the purchase.
the rest of us need a Medicare-like system.
If the government wants to offer a true alterFrom my perspective as a physician, I have
native to our current system, I believe the best
heard a few ideas that seem to make a lot of
alternative is robust support of health savings
sense.
accounts. These
First of all, we need
HSAs could be paid
a real alternative to
health insurance as we Just imagine the price of vegetables for by premiums
and encouraged by
know it. Our current
if grocers had to apply to Blue
tax credits for those
for-profit insurance
above a certain level
system fails for two
Cross/Blue Shield for payment
of income, but also
reasons: one is the
after each purchase, and receive
subsidized by tax
for-profit business
dollars for those
model and the other
that payment (heavily discounted) who have trouble
is the absence of the
affording coverage.
consumer in controltwo weeks after the purchase.
Bringing a cash
ling price.
exchange back into
In regards to the
healthcare transactions will exert pressure
business model: An ideal model for a private
to keep prices down, stimulate quality and
insurer would involve a large panel of healthy
decrease overhead for doctors. Can you imagpeople who pay into the insurance fund but
never use it, and a very small (preferably non- ine a doctor’s office without a billing department?
existent) panel of sick people who take the
I sure can.
money out. Pressures exerted by the market
These HSAs would also involve coverage
(stockholders who want a better return on their
for “catastrophic” care so that no American
investment) tend to expand the numbers of
will ever again go bankrupt from healthcare
healthy members and shrink the numbers of
costs. To encourage appropriate management
sick members – exactly the people who need
insurance the most. These unwanted members of chronic illness and preventive health screenings, the government could issue vouchers for
face various obstacles to obtaining insurance
in the form of high premiums and rejection for regular check-ups for those with diabetes and
hypertension, and for appropriate screening
previous conditions.
tests.
The other problem with our current insurI’m not under the impression that insurance system is how the consumer plays no
part in controlling costs. Since most insurance ance companies can be dismantled overnight,
but if HSAs could be made more attractive,
involves very little exchange of cash at the
for example if doctors were allowed to give
point of service, there are no real motivations
discounts for cash payments (we are prohibfor the consumer to demand lower prices.
ited from that now), you would see a slow,
Cost is decided through bargaining behind
but growing movement away from our curthe scenes, between insurance companies and
rent broken system of for-profit insurance and
providers (or the representatives of those protowards a system more responsive to consumer
viders).
The consumer takes no part in this. Imagine desires for low price and high quality.
Next, another bright idea for meaningful
if money were exchanged at the front desk of
the doctor’s office at the time of service instead healthcare reform.
James L. Wright, MD, PhD is a physician
of at the billing office two weeks later. It’s not
specializing in long-term care as well as a
hard to see how this would exert pressure on
physicians to decrease unnecessary testing. (If candidate for the Masters of Arts in Theological Studies at Union Presbyterian Seminary in
you’re going to treat for a presumptive pneuRichmond. He is currently working on a book
monia anyway, do you really need to check
about identity change in dementia entitled
that chest x-ray? You might not if Mrs. Johnson is going to be paying for it in 30 minutes!) Love Endures.

functioning septic system. Due to
the small parcel of land owned by
Mr. George, I do not know how
a septic system large enough for
public use could be installed without percolating into our creek.
It has come to my attention
that boat launching facilities will
be made available at Windmill
Point by contract with the board
of supervisors. The county owns
land at Windmill Point where a
fishing pier coupled with a ramp
would make use of land already
owned by the county. This would
be a more desirable location,
especially in regards to fishing.
Another suggested location is
near the Norris Bridge. This is a
fishing hotspot and again I understand that the county owns property there.
I am shocked and dismayed
that my supervisor would have
planned this project without
speaking to me and keeping me
and my neighbors, who he represents, informed and involved. If
he would have been more forthright and open, I am sure better
suggestions and ideas could have
been explored.
I suggest a board staffed by
citizens of the county investigate
the best possible locations for a
fishing pier and boat ramp. I also
suggest these facilities could be
paid for much like the YMCA,
through private donations. Maybe
with private donations and taxpayers’ monies the boat ramp and
fishing pier could be owned out
right by the citizens of Lancaster
County.

We are writing in support of
Catherine Crabill’s candidacy for
delegate from the 99th District.
We know Catherine Crabill to be
a woman of integrity. She has a
profound belief in, and a demonstrated knowledge of, our Constitution — a quality that is sorely
lacking in many of our elected
officials today.
We have heard what a “nice
guy” Albert Pollard is, and we
have no reason to believe otherwise, but isn’t it more important
to elect candidates based on how
well they represent the interests
and address the issues that are
important to the voters in their
district rather than how “nice”
they are? Too many politicians try
to be all things to all people and
“go along to get along.” Isn’t it
time to elect a candidate who is
courageous enough to stand by
her beliefs and who will work to
uphold the rights that are guaranteed to all of us under our Constitution?
It’s a shame that Mr. Pollard
has refused to debate Ms. Crabill.
Such a debate would have given
both candidates an opportunity
to speak directly to the voters
on issues that are important to
District 99 and an opportunity
for the voters to judge for themselves who is the better candidate.
Whether out of fear, or a lack
of respect for his opponent, this
refusal to debate does not reflect
well on Mr. Pollard’s candidacy.
Fred Baensch,
Now is the time to send a mesWindmill Point Road
sage to our elected officials that
we are tired of politics as usual,
and “career” politicians and vote Principal reason to
for a candidate of courage and vote for McDonnell
integrity. Please vote for Catherine Crabill for Delegate NovemSince we moved to the Northber 3.
ern Neck I have met several
Charles and Anne Anderson, people who have retired here from
Lancaster New York and New Jersey. When
I asked them why they had retired
Working together,
to the Northern Neck, they all
we could do better said they couldn’t afford the taxes
Imagine my surprise when I in New York and New Jersey.
found out a public boat ramp, fishA few weeks ago we drove to
ing pier and other possible marina Rhode Island for a wedding. We
businesses were to be built on a filled up in Virginia for $2.19 a
small parcel in the middle of my gallon and nine hours later filled
subdivision.
up in Rhode Island for $2.75 a
My supervisor, Mr. Geilich, gallon. The principal reason for
without my knowledge or input, this difference is state taxes.
had planned in secret over the
Now, what do New York, New
last year this development with Jersey and Rhode Island have in
Mr. George. This proposed devel- common?
opment site is completely surAll three states are totally conrounded by my property and is trolled by Democrats, they are all
only accessible by a right-of-way near bankruptcy and they all have
easement across my land.
incredibly high and rising taxes.
I support a public fishing pier
Thus, if you’d like to be forced
in Lancaster County. However, to out of living in Virginia, just keep
build a fishing pier on Antipoison voting for Democrats.
Norman F. Hammer Jr.,
Creek would be a cruel joke on
Ophelia
those who are looking forward to
catching dinner and having fun.
There have never been any fish Re-elect Pollard
I recently came across a letter
caught in the creek (aside from eel
and mud toads) except at the very in your newspaper talking about
mouth. Why was it so important what Catherine Crabill said about
to keep this public fishing pier a John McCain last year, and was
secret so that no one could give appalled to read such a thing. The
input about the fishing (or lack problem, as I see it, with politics
thereof) in Antipoison Creek?
and getting things done today, is
When I was authorized to build the amount of negativity spewing
a private dock to serve the hom- from both sides that stop civil diseowners in my subdivision, I was cussions from taking place.
not allowed to install a boat ramp
If what I was reading is correct,
due to the need to dredge the and I looked it up and it is, then
bottom of the creek. The proposed it seems to me that Crabill is disramp is adjacent to my property playing the same type of negativwhere I was denied a ramp on ity that has only hurt Virginia and
the grounds that dredging there its citizens. The negativity and
would be an environmental disas- divisiveness is the problem, and I
ter due to the commercial fishing don’t intend on voting for someplants and tomato cannery busi- one who only adds to it.
nesses built over the creek.
Because of this, I stand with
When proposing the dock for Del. Pollard and will be voting to
my subdivision, I was also told re-elect him this November.
Marybeth Sisson,
that to be eligible for public use
Irvington
it must be supported by a fully

Vote Republican
I watched the debate on television between McDonnell and
Deeds and was surprised at the
difficulty Deeds had in proposing plans for transportation, tax
breaks and school issues.
McDonnell has the most
varied background with military service, business experience and as an attorney general. The only thing Deeds
had to criticize was a 20-yearold thesis of McDonnell’s that
supported traditional values.
What is ironic is the fact that
50 percent of his attorney general’s office was comprised of
women and his daughters and
wife are working women (one
an Army officer).
Ideally, one parent should be
home with children. We have
seen what happens when children are left without supervision. After-school child care
will never take the place of
a loving parent when that is
possible. I think with the loss
of jobs and concerns about
making ends meet, we have
started thinking about the
basics, family, friends, church
and fellowship.
We have three wonderful,
experienced, family oriented
and common sense candidates
in Bob McDonnell for governor, Bill Bolling for lt. governor and Ken Cuccinelli for
attorney general.
Bolling runs the Senate
at Assembly meetings with
knowledge and skill. Cuccinelli knows what is expected
as an attorney general (which
is more than being a prosecutor) and he is consistent in his
values; he does not change
with the wind. We need to get
them into office and start Virginia around so we can pay our
own way, put our own people
to work and keep the Federal
Government in its place.
I hope you will vote for these
good people and also our local
representatives, Catherine Crabill for delegate, Butch Jenkins and Wally Beauchamp for
supervisor.

Joan Blackstone,
White Stone

Go Crabill
Before, I would use words like
hope and change throughout the
day, generally in an unremarkable way. But now, hearing
them provokes an immediately
sarcastic response. The anxiousness and fear come later when
I consider what appears to be a
fundamental dissection and remaking of our system.
This is scary stuff, folks. Even
if you tend to lean toward it, the
pace is unmanageable. There is
bound to be chaos.
Besides being eternally hopeful, why do we Americans want
change?    Because many of us
are tired of “politics as usual.”
We are tired of career politicians
harming our great nation—both
parties. And, many of us expect
our representatives to uphold
the Constitution. Imagine that.
So I’m supporting Catherine
Crabill for Delegate to represent
District 99. On a local level,
Catherine supports the interests of watermen and farmers.
Statewise, she supports exploring Virginia’s oil, gas, wind and
solar potential. Nationally, she
is a supporter of our military,
our religous freedoms, private
property rights and limited government.

Nicole Chambers,
Irvington

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

O

ver the years that I have written this
column, on several occasions I have mentioned my friend, the late Don Hall, who was a
wealth of wisdom whenever one spoke of the
English language. Don had served in the U.S.
Navy in World War II, alongside his friend,
Kilmarnock’s own Robert M. Lee Jr., and then
pursued a career of his choice in the newspaper business.
For many years Don was publisher of the
daily newspaper in Roanoke Rapids, N.C.,
during which time he contributed a column
every day that he was in town. Sometimes
they were very brief, but more often they were
longer insightful analyses of events in the contemporary scene. Sometimes he indulged his
appetite for language and described unique
usages and customs. After retiring, he kept
those habits until the end of his days.
Don enjoyed talking as much as writing and
for over 50 years his partner in life, as well
as in dialog, was his good wife, Carol, with
whom he committed matrimony after his wartime service.

Carol is a native of Maine and the possessor away in Carol’s native Maine. Her grandfather
of an enormous quantity of plain old New had bought a small cottage on Panther Pond
England common sense. She is a gifted musi- back in the 1930s, and it has remained a source
cian, following in the tradition of her mother, of family recreation now for four generations.
who was a music teacher for her career.
Carol and Don sold the house to their daughCarol’s instrument is the cello and to hear ter and son-in-law, Ruth Ann and Michael
her play is to imagine that
Sauter, and bought another
Pablo Casals has returned.
cottage across the pond, the
She was an early member Carol’s instrument is the latter of which became their
of the Northern Neck cello and to hear her play full-time summer home. It
Symphony and to this
sits in the woods up a long
day continues regularly is to imagine that Pablo
gravel road which contribto practice her manifold
utes to the aura of the presskills, whether for an audi- Casals has returned.
ence, indeed prevalence, of
ence, or for the pleasure of
nature.
hearing her own music by herself.
This summer on our annual jaunt to Maine,
After Don’s passing 10 years ago, Carol con- we called upon Carol, visiting her in her own
tinued to live the life they had shared together element where the two dominant themes are
since Don’s retirement from the news arena. nature and music. To say the setting and the
From visiting Robert M. and Ellen, known person blend in perfect harmony is the only
to readers of this space as “Auntie,” they had way I can describe the experience. Dining on
bought a beautiful site on the Great Wicomico the porch, relishing each morsel of Carol’s
River and built a home there in the 1980s.
sublime cuisine of lobster salad and homeIn the summers they retired to an idyllic get- made Maine blueberry muffins, caused me to

realize all the more that Maine is, and always
has been an integral part of Carol’s life, and
remains so to this day.
Her sister, Virginia, who is married to a gentleman with the most interesting last name of
“Beach,” lives nearby, and the two often meet
to perform musical duets. Their gifted mother,
whom I heard play many years ago, would be
well pleased that her talents continue to live
on in her progeny.
With Labor Day Carol has returned to
her winter abode on the shores of the Great
Wicomico, once again living her other life here
in the Old Dominion. Our visit this summer,
highlighted by Michael’s taking us on his boat
for a tour of the pond and the river that fills it,
completed a picture of Carol, one that I had
been composing for a long time.
Today is her birthday and for a person with
such classical tastes I think I should do best
by wishing her “Ad multos annos!” A large
segment of the Northern Neck is happy and
grateful that she spends the greater part of her
year here with us.
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No more corruption
Few people realize that when
Sarah Palin first became governor, the Democrats were happier
with her than the Republicans
because of her ethics reforms
that cleansed the Republican
administration of corruption.
She chose to do the moral
thing instead of follow the corrupt partisan thing. Honest
politicians like Palin scare
more Republican leaders than
most would think. Their strong
morals threaten to expose corruptness that exists in the party
and transform it back into a
party that stands for Christian
and Constitutional values.
The corrupt Republicans feel
it is their job to shoot down conservative politicians in order to
preserve their own power which
is void of morality. That’s why
some Republican leaders in
Virginia have turned their backs
on Catherine Crabill despite the
fact many nonpower wielding
Republicans have supported
her passionately.
Despite
the fact that Crabill has actually attracted new members
of the local Republican Party
to become involved, stand up
and speak out when they previously would have just shyly
sat watching and gone with the
flow. The Republicans refusing
to support Crabill are just afraid
to put their morals before their
political power.
It seems politicians now run
for office to gain power rather
than to represent the people. So,
one would imagine an honest
and trustworthy person would
be a candidate only dreamed
about.
I believe Catherine Crabill
is one of these “dream candidates.” She’s actually passionate about the issues, unlike
most politicians, and when her
opposition tries to paint her as
a “radical” for firmly and passionately stating her beliefs,
she stands firm with her statements. That is a true mark
of honesty. Even if you don’t
agree with her on everything, at
least you know she will never
lie to you. Pollard on the other
hand isn’t so clear. And while
Crabill is unafraid to speak her
mind, Pollard refuses to even
debate Crabill; despite the fact
that Crabill is ready and willing
to debate. If Pollard is afraid to
debate his opponent, then why
should anyone vote for him?
Crabill stands for Jesus and
family values. She’s passionate about issues, like protecting
marriage between a man and a
woman, and protecting unborn
babies.
Her opponent Pollard on the
other hand seems to be more
concerned with what Northern
Virginians think than what God
thinks (Pollard commented
that he feels it’s important
that people in Northern Virginia know that rural Virginians aren’t a bunch of knuckle
draggers, when referring to
his opponent).    He has even
fought against posting the Ten
Commandments and prayer in
school, as well as supporting
abortion.
On Election Day, are you
going to vote for the passionate candidate with the strongest
values and most integrity, who
stands up for God, or are you
going to vote for the candidate
who doesn’t seem to care about
the issues that are important to
you, likes to flip-flop, is overly
concerned with the opinions of
city people and is too afraid to
debate his opponent.?

Shannon Carpenter,
Hague

Say no
to McDonnell
Bob McDonnell has not
denied that he is part of Pat
Robertson’s strategy to “take
back America’s government
for God,” accepting Robertson’s personal definition of the
deity.
That definition is not the
God our founders wrote of in
our national documents; nor
is it the God many of us heard
about in Sunday school. At
least not when I grew up in the
Northern Neck, 1935-55, nor
at Christchurch School in Middlesex County, 1949-53.
I worked in the administration of CBN University (now
Regent U.) for five years,198287, and I left after I learned
about Robertson’s commitment
to his political agenda. It was
emerging then and was thereafter thwarted by his failing
to get the Republican party’s
nomination for president.
But his agenda and his
ambitions did not end there.
There’s more about Robert-

son’s agenda. Look it up, in the
reporting of Bill Sizemore in
the Virginian-Pilot of Norfolk
and in the spring 2008 Virginia
Quarterly Review from U.Va.,
and other reliable news sources
on the web. Use a search engine
such as Google, put in Pat Robertson, and choose among hundreds of entries.
A lot of people seem to think,
“Not even Pat Robertson would
have the audacity to want to
take over our government.”
Those who have been around
Pat, especially when he said he
was “hearing from God,” know
that his audacity and his reach
are boundless.
I believe in a two-party
system, and I have voted for
a few fine Americans in the
GOP: Dwight
Eisenhower
and George H. W. Bush come
to mind. However, a party that
takes its direction from Rush
Limbaugh and Pat Robertson
has jumped the tracks.
The NFL has said no to
Limbaugh; Virginia must say
no to Pat’s Proxy; say no to
Bob McDonnell.

Gerry Cooper,
Norfolk

For ‘God, County
and Constitution’
I am absolutely appalled at
what some of the ordinary citizens in our great state of Virginia, who normally exhibit
integrity and honesty, turn to
when endorsing a candidate for
office.
With all the corruption in
Washington and efforts to
usurp our individual rights, the
imposition of taxes and redistribution of wealth, one would
think that we should be looking
for politicians who would actually work to protect the electorate.
Instead we hear of endorsements praising the status
quo. When we want to hear
what candidates truly intend to
accomplish, we hear nothing
but talk about how terrible the
other candidate is. When we
should be looking for honest
representation honoring “God,
Country and our Constitution,”
we hear mis-representations of
what candidates say and character assassination along with a
belief that the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights are passe, that
the times have passed them by.
I, like many of my neighbors
and colleagues, have been thoroughly irritated by the type of
representation our elected representatives have provided over
the years. Fortunately, there is
now a candidate who will start
the process of honest and representative government; who
will work to protect our individual and property rights;
who will work for us and not
herself; who is honest and has
integrity; who will work to
reduce the size of government
and reduce our taxes; who actually believes the Constitution is
the law of the land that must be
upheld and defended; who says
what she means and means
what she says.
That candidate is Catherine
Crabill, Candidate for Delegate
of the 99th District.

Ray Dabney,
Lottsburg

Cuccinelli for
attorney general
Sen. Ken Cuccinelli is
the Republican nominee for
attorney general. He recently
debated his Democrat opponent, Steve Shannon, on a
Northern Virginia radio station.
Cuccinelli, with degrees in
mechanical engineering and
law and a master’s showed
his superior grasp of the legal
issues that confront the Commonwealth.
In his Senate career, he
fought to protect property
rights, sponsoring Senate Bill
781 to stop the government
from seizing private property
arbitrarily. He supports the
Second Amendment and has a
high rating from the NRA. He
is endorsed by the Fraternal
Order of Police.
He has a 100 percent rating
from the National Federation
of Independent Business.
Ken is 100 percent pro-life.
He is also the General Assembly’s expert on mental health
issues, working to reform that
system.
Alarmed by the Supreme
Court decision on June 25th
(the Melendez-Diaz decision,)
Cuccinelli asked Gov. Kaine to
call for a special session of the
Legislature to fix the problem.
The Melendez-Diaz decision
affected the prosecution of DUI
and drug cases, and its contin-

ued application would have
resulted in many cases being
lost. The very next day, Steve
Shannon publicly criticized the
idea as a “political stunt.”
But, the governor agreed, the
Assembly was convened and
Sen. Cuccinelli’s legislation
was passed and signed into law.
In the recent debate, Shannon
claimed he also advised the
governor to call a special session. He did not explain how
he could at the same time call
Cuccinelli’s position a “political stunt.”
Far from being a “stunt,”
Cuccinelli’s action is indicative of his concern for law
and order. Ken Cuccinelli is
the superior candidate for the
attorney general’s job.

Carol Dawson,
Morattico

Vote conservative

actions consistent with those
beliefs. She will fight for and
vote as she speaks. What a
refreshing practice. You can
count on her to keep her word.
The same is not true of Mr.
Albert Pollard. Mr. Pollard is
a warm and gentle individual
who speaks in moderate tones.
A really nice guy.
However, Mr. Pollard is a
dyed in the wool, true to form,
reliable liberal Democrat. He
has voted and will continue to
vote the liberal line. You can
count on that. And, unfortunately, today the liberal line
is extreme, and radical to the
core.
Just look at what is happening to our country today. Our
Constitution is being trampled
and ripped out of our lives. Mr.
Pollard repeatedly votes in an
anti-family, anti-child protective way. He votes against notification of parents of minors in
instances of morning after pills
and treatment for sexual and
drug issues, against amendments proclaiming marriage is
between a man and a woman,
and against abortion clinics
being required to be licensed.
In 2005, his Family Foundation Action score was 24 out
of 100. Pretty sad. It hasn’t
changed appreciably.
I know that the majority of
folks who voted for Pollard
don’t live their lives that way.
Who knows why they vote for
Pollard?
Come November 3, please
step up and thrust your support
for Catherine and the fight to
save our country and our freedom. Nothing less is at stake.

These are scary days we
Americans are living through
right now. The country that
we have loved and taken for
granted all our lives is disappearing and changing in ways
we could never have imagined.
Our government is taking
over private companies, Washington is imposing itself into
our most private lives by taking
over healthcare, and the list
goes on.
We the people are beginning
to wake up. Thank God for
that.
I believe we need to begin at
our local level of government
and put people in place that
will eventually turn our country back to the beliefs of our
founding fathers.
F. C. Dugan III,
We need candidates who
Hague
will ensure the Constitution of
the United States is respected Pollard and
and upheld by our elected officials. There is no time to waste; poultry pollution?
Two letters in last week’s
electing conservative candidates like Catherine Crabill Rappahannock Record queswill be an excellent beginning tioned why Albert Pollard
didn’t support legislation to
toward this end.
Helen M. Dillon, lessen poultry pollution. Could
Heathsville it be that, until recently, he
Crabill’s a
raised and sold free-range hens
on his property that overlooks
better choice
the Rappahannock and BelAfter some indecision, I mont Creek?
Beverly Hart,
believe that Catherine Crabill
White Stone
will be much better for the
people of the District 99 than Back on track
her opponent.
Mrs. Crabill has been roasted with Crabill
for many of her statements. But
I am writing to express my
when I read them, she is merely support for Catherine Crabill as
uttering the same sentiments candidate to represent our 99th
and principles the founding House of Delegates District.
fathers uttered. The people I
Her passion for the founding
worry about are the people who values of America are exactly
find that offensive. The fact what’s needed to begin to get
that she utters them forcefully our current political train wreck
is a far better thing than water- back on track.
Jason Hughes,
ing them down. Politicians
Heathsville
that cannot bring themselves
to clearly state a principle and
then stand by it are not the kind Bail out the bay
of leaders we need. Especially
I read in the Record that
now.
the Chesapeake Bay and her
Catherine Crabill’s approach tributaries urgently need
assistance.
to helping the Northern Neck environmental
economy makes a lot more Isn’t this priceless watershed,
sense than Del. Pollard’s. Her past mean low tide, owned by
very strong pro-family posi- three nearly bankrupt state
tion, in contrast to Mr. Pol- governments?
lard’s fairly anti-family voting
It may be an intrusion on
record, will be better for the state’s rights, but if only
community because the eco- President Obama could bail
nomic well-being of a com- out and make all state watermunity relates very closely to sheds his pet projects instead
the strength and well-being of of, say, spending trillions
its families. Her positions on on GM, Acorn, Olympics,
providing stakeholders, farm- healthcare, cap-and-trade, or
ers and watermen more say at least perceive the bay and
in any proposed regulation is her tributaries environmental
much better for the Northern importance and speedily push
Neck than Pollard’s support of through Congress that these
arbitrary regulation of farmers’ waters be cleaned up and kept
right to sell their produce and clean, the country would be a
his failure to face up to major better place.
polluters.
With vast overhaul and
Finally, her support of boot- reform of the watershed’s state
strap approaches to economic managements, God would
improvement such as her pro- smile, Mother Nature would
posed mentoring program to benefit and the bay’s many
help people develop businesses and once thriving industries,
here rather than leave to find economies and people could
work is far better than any vari- brighten and return to prosety of handouts.
perity. Now that’s change we
Edgar Doleman, can believe in.
Heathsville
After all, if we give a man
a fish, he won’t be hungry for
Cast a vote
a day. But if we teach a man
for freedom
to fish and grant him access
Thank God for Catherine to healthy fishing grounds,
Crabill. Here is a candidate that he, his family and neighbors
believes in the Constitution of won’t go hungry. So, bail out
the United States, state’s rights, the bay! Put taxpayer’s money
smaller government, lower into something that, more
taxes, and, obviously freedom than ever, wants to be corof the individual and the free rected and fixed properly.
Matt W. Johnston,
market.
Morattico
Catherine is not a slave to
those bad ideas that seem to
creep into the Republican Party Lacking wisdom
all too often. She is dedicated to
After reading the guest
these conservative principals, column on healthcare reform
and will speak out against the and being familiar with the
bad ideas whenever they arise. writer’s impressive academic
To her credit, she holds strong background, I am even more
Constitutional-based beliefs, a convinced that intelligence and
belief in God and a belief in the education do not always lead to
family.
wisdom.
Pete Kapitan,
Catherine
unflinchingly
Kilmarnock
champions the ideals and

Elect a patriot
Are you sick of the corruption in politics in both parties?
The Republicans are almost
as bad as the Democrats.
Promise you anything to get
elected, then do what they
want. The only one I know of
that hasn’t done that is Sarah
Palin.
She, as a Republican
accused the chairman of the
state Republican party with
doing party work on public
time and working for a company he was suppose to be
regulating and even some of
the Republicans rebuked her.
But she didn’t give up. She
joined with a Democrat, and
brought charges against the
Alaskan Attorney General.
Both he and the Republican chair resigned and paid
record high fines.
Even the people of her own
party fear her unless they
have nothing to hide.
She is a patriot, not a politician.
Remember reading about
Davy Crockett who became
a Congressman in Tennessee
in 1833. Crockett opposed
President Andrew Jackson’s
Indian Removal Act. He
made the statement:
“I bark at no man’s bid. I
will never come and go, and
fetch and carry, at the whistle
of the great man in the White
House no matter who he is.”
He later gave his “Not
Yours to Give” speech, too
long for here, criticizing his
colleagues who were too
willing to spend taxpayer
dollars.
He was a patriot, not a politician.
This is the same honesty,
integrity, loyalty, determination, and patriotism I see
in Republican candidate for
House of Delegates Catherine Carabill.
Even some people of her
own party fear her. Maybe

they have something to hide.
Ask yourself “What has
Pollard ever done good for
me?”
In case you don’t know, the
answer is nothing!
Vote for a patriot. Vote for
Catherine Crabill for delegate.

Wayne Lawson,
Callao

For Display, Classified & Directory
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ALBERT POLLARD
WAAAYY

out of step

on the Marriage Amendment
So why’s he smiling?
On Nov. 7, 2006, we voters went to the polls and – by a
majority of more than 57% – amended Virginia’s constitution to declare that marriage in our state may exist only
between a man and a woman.
In our 99th Legislative District – then, as it is today,
represented by Pollard in the Virginia House of Delegates
– the Marriage Amendment’s ballot majority was even
higher – almost 63%.
The Marriage Amendment won by substantial majorities
in all but three of the 99th District’s 33 voting precincts.
And the Marriage Amendment carried every precinct in
King George, Richmond and Westmoreland counties, as
well as in the 99th District’s two precincts in Caroline
County.
Earlier, however, in the Virginia House of Delegates,
Pollard voted “No” – not once, but twice – against placing
the Marriage Amendment on the 2006 ballot so that we
could decide the issue.
On Feb. 8, 2005, when the House of Delegates approved a
Marriage Amendment resolution, 78-18, Pollard voted
“No.”
Fourteen days later, Pollard again voted “No” on a
Marriage Amendment resolution, that time on final
passage. His House of Delegates colleagues approved it,
80-17.
What? You don’t believe Pollard would – or could –
vote that way?
Check ’em yourself on the Virginia General Assembly’s
official Legislative Information System. Here are the
Internet addresses:

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?051+vot+HV0938+HJ0586
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?051+vot+HV1723+SJ0337

Pollard was waaayy out of step on the Marriage
Amendment in the House of Delegates – and
those 2006 election returns prove beyond doubt
he was waaayy out of step with us, too.

Stop letting Pollard bamboozle you
Vote for Catherine Crabill for Delegate
in the General Election on Tuesday, Nov. 3
Catherine Crabill for Delegate
PO Box 345, White Stone, VA 22578
www.catherinecrabill.com
Paid for and authorized by Catherine Crabill for Delegate
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YOUR LETTERS
Families of collegiate shooting
victims find comments disturbing

Time for a
real leader

Catherine Crabill, Republican candidate for the Virginia House
of Delegates in District 99, owes family members of victims of
the shootings at the Applachian School of Law and Virginia Tech
an apology. In fact, she owes an apology to all the families of
victims of gun violence.
Her statement that if she cannot get what she wants at the election box, she will get it a “the bullet box,” is an appalling assertion. Her words give the green light to the mentally ill and those
prone to violence to take up arms whenever they don’t get what
they want. That is exactly what Peter Odighizuwa did in Grundy
and what Seun-Hui Cho did in Blacksburg. Ms. Crabill’s words
not only condone killing, but could encourage it.
Mrs. Crabill shows a lack of understanding and compassion in
a state that has suffered two of the worst school shootings in this
nation’s history. At a time when Richmond needs clear thinking
and intelligent politicians, Ms. Crabill’s words indicate that she
possesses neither of these qualities. Indeed, her words indicate
a person who shows poor judgment, is ignorant, and is prone to
emotional exaggerations.
Virginia is still wrestling to find ways to preserve the rights of
all law-abiding citizens to own guns, but keep weapons out of
the hands of the mentally ill and emotionally unstable–as well
as those ineligible to buy guns under current laws. Ms. Crabill
clearly has indicated she would be a hindrance to any process that
seeks to make our school grounds safer.
Before the Constitution and the Bill of Rights came the Declaration of Independence, drafted by Thomas Jefferson—a Virginian. In that document are the following words: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all Men are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness....”
The founding fathers put the right to life at the forefront of their
thoughts. Nowhere can I find a reference to the right to turn to the
“bullet box” if someone disagrees with you. To openly call for the
use of bullets, which will lead to the killing of human beings, is
an anathema and the antithesis of our nation’s family values.
We call on the electorate of District 99 to reject Ms. Crabill’s
irrational emotionalism and vote for Albert Pollard.

When will the public finally
tire of giving up their liberties,
bit by bit? We think all this
has happened in a mere nine
months. Oh how wrong we
are.
It has been a systematic process by Democrtats and their
liberal, spendthrift ways and
Republicans who have abandoned their conservative principles to just “get along.”
It is time to vote for a person
of principle...a person who
strongly believes in our constitution, a person who believes
in personal responsibility and
government accountability, a
person who wants to reduce
government taxation and interference in every way possible.
This person is Catherine
Crabill.

David Cariens, Kilmarnock,
on behalf of 15 families of victims of the
shootings at the Applachian School of Law and Virginia Tech.

Crabill’s response
As a mother of four children, my heart goes out to the signers of this letter. I can only imagine their pain over the senseless loss of their loved ones. Though time has passed since these
tragedies, I know their grief will never leave them. I pray that,
while their memories remain strong, their heartache lessens as
the years pass.
Unfortunately, as a person seeking public office, I am forced
to address the reason that has caused these good people to
become involved in this election campaign. I must set the record
straight.
The genesis of this situation is a deliberate partisan lie perpetrated by zealous political operatives of the Virginia Democratic Party seeking to damage my campaign for the benefit of
my opponent. That lie has misled the signers of this open letter
and many others into believing that I have said something I never
said and never would, and that I have taken a stand that is abhorrent to me.
The signers’ open letter contains this sentence: “Her statement
that if she cannot get what she wants at the election box, she will
get it at ‘the bullet box.’” This untruth began with a Democrat
“dirty trick.”
Several months ago, a political field operative on the payroll of
the Virginia Democratic Party recorded a speech I made at a rally
at the Northumberland County courthouse in Heathsville. In that
speech, I read a Patrick Henry quotation in which the 18th century American patriot lamented the fact that they had no election,
thus their only recourse was war. I responded that we are able to
fight our battle at the ballot box before we would have to refer to
the bullet box as our founders were forced to do.
The Democrats altered their recording of my speech, maliciously editing it to make it seem I had called for an armed insurrection if I did not win the November 3 election. Then they circulated it far and wide.
As a result, my family and I received an alarming number of
frightening hate mail and telephone calls, forcing me to remove
the names of my husband and children from my campaign’s website and literature. My opponent aided in creating this situation
by spreading the Democrat lie to his supporters and the media.
The signers of this open letter demand that I apologize to
them. That is difficult for something I never said or did. As a
Christian, though, I pray for their and others’ understanding that
I am innocent in this political subterfuge by the Democrats, and I
pray, too, for alleviation of the letter signers’ grief and pain.

Catherine Crabill,
District 99 Republican nominee for the Virginia House of Delegates

And a rebuttal
The Crabill Campaign’s response to the letter from the school
shooting victims and families wants us to believe the Democrats
are behind everything.
Crabill neglects to mention the Republican candidates for governor, Robert McDonnell, and for lieutenant governor, Bill Bolling, have both disassociated themselves from her words. Does
Crabill want us to believe that the two leading Republican candidates for state office are in league with the Democrats?
As a matter-of-fact, the Crabill response is a tour de force
through “la la land.” Crabill and her spin-doctors avoid mentioning that key Republicans do not support her words. She blames
her ills on Democrats. She manipulates and distorts her own
recorded words. And she fails to mention the critical issue facing
Virginians—the safety of our children and schools.
Indeed, the safety of our children and safety of our schools
are issues waiting for a politician to take up. The Review Panel
Report commissioned by Gov. Tim Kaine is fatally flawed with
inaccuracies and omissions—the report borders on being a coverup. What better cause of the mother of four to champion in her
campaign? What better cause for a woman whose party prides
itself in family values? But, Crabill turned her back on this issue
(was that a Democrat plot too?) and focused on tea bags.
The last thing the victims of the shootings of the Appalachian
School of Law and Virginia Tech shootings need is to be lectured
to about grief by Crabill and her cohorts. I would be happy to discuss grief with them—for example, how to deal with a 7-year-old
child who screams for four hours straight after being told someone chose the bullet box and gunned down her mother; or how to
help a father who was put in intensive care and nearly died three
times because someone chose the bullet box and killed his only
daughter. We have had enough grief. We know all about grief and
we know who is doing the intruding—it is the Catherine Crabills
of this world who divert attention from the critical problem of the
safety of our children and our schools.
After the mother of our oldest grandchild was murdered in the
Appalachian School of Law, Albert Pollard was the one Virginia
politician who helped us in our quest for answers. The electorate
needs to know about Pollard’s willingness to help the family of a
school shooting—a family suffering severe distress. Crabill can
cry all the crocodile tears she wants over the shootings, but she
cannot distort the fact of Pollard’s help to a family in crisis—she
cannot distort that fact no matter how hard she tries.

David Cariens Jr.,
Kilmarnock

Dee Meredith,
Callao

fishing pier where there is a
good chance to catch fish. I,
however, see no reason to build
a fishing pier on Antipoison
Creek where there is little to no
opportunity to do so.
As for a boat ramp, I strongly
recommend the board and
county residents put their
resources together before
embarking on this ill-fated and
very questionable public/private venture.
Alternative locations should
be considered and everyone
should have an equal opportunity to bid on this public boat
ramp and fishing pier.
If Mr. George’s site is the
best after all proposals have
been considered, then the board
should approve this development, and the citizens will
know they are getting something of value for what it will
cost them.

Victor Pickett,
Chesapeake

Community should
An unwarranted
help clean up marina personal attack
Not so long ago, a hurricane
did extensive damage to my old
friend Andy Wiley’s Irvington
Marina.
Andy’s, unlike some other
marinas, never gouged his tenants, therefore he told me that
he had not the funds to repair
the damage.
As if this was not enough bad
news, Andy, age 90, is being
afflicted with creeping senility,
perhaps Alzheimer’s. Last time
I saw him he needed assistance
to stand for a few moments and
he could not remember me.
Now he is being subjected to
a cleanup program the expense
of which will deprive him of
his very ability to exist.
Could we not subsidize this
cleanup or take up a collection
from the locals who would benefit from the cleanup?

Bernard Nadel,
White Stone

There’s something
fishy about pier
and ramp project
There is something fishy in
Denmark and it is not the fish
that will ever be caught from
a fishing pier on Antipoison
Creek.
Why is there a private/
public development for a boat
ramp and fishing pier and only
one developer was asked to
submit a proposal? No one
was informed of this proposed
project until a week before the
board of supervisors’ meeting
to approve.
How can Lancaster County,
without a clearly defined project with detailed plans and
specifications, offer a base
rent of $78,000 to Mr. George?
How was a 20-year lease term
negotiated with no options to
extend said lease contemplated
by the county?
How can the county promise to pay Mr. George rent for
20 years, as well as, pay for all
expenses towards the operation
of the boat ramp and fishing
pier which will include repairs
and maintenance, all utility
charges, insurance, security
and even the real estate taxes?
The county has promised to
pay additional rent each year
based on the annual increase
of the Consumer Price Index.
Inflation is around the corner
and the county has not set any
limitations on these future
annual increases.
How can the developer stipulate to the county that a familyrelated business will construct
all the capital improvements
to the site? The county further
guarantees a loan to Mr. George
for 100 percent of his costs, at
an interest rate of 5 percent for
10 years.
The contract for the construction work will not be offered to
the public for bid.
How can Mr. George give the
county the right to cancel the
proposed lease, without cause,
at anytime with 90 days notice?
However, if the lease is cancelled during the first 10 years
of the lease term, Mr. George
does not have to pay the loan
back.
Since 1984, my career has
been in commercial real estate
finance and I have arranged
financing on hundreds of commercial real estate properties
in the Hampton Roads Area.
I have reviewed many leases
in my 25 years in the business
and I have never seen a private/public venture get to this
point with as many unanswered
questions, irregularities, and
bad economics as this deal
presents.
I am all for public access.
I am also in favor of a public

My name is Holly Ransone Pleasants and many of
you know me as the owner of
Net Cruisers Café, the proud
daughter of Francis and Janet
“Sis” Ransone, or the wife of
Richard Pleasants, the man
currently challenging Butch
Jenkins for his seat on the Lancaster County Board of Supervisors.
Last weekend, Richard and
I caught wind of a rumor that
has been circulating around
District 1 and wanted to set the
record straight for anyone who
has been misled.
Apparently, someone believes
Richard physically beats me on
a regular basis. On top of being
completely untrue, this rumor
hurts Richard because it was
being spread by one of Jenkins’
volunteers going door-to-door
in their community.
We don’t know how wide
this rumor was spread, but we
do know that hateful speech
like this is a selfish and underhanded maneuver no matter
how many ears it reached. More
importantly, a rumor like that is
harmful to my family. Anyone
who knows me or my husband
understands that we live a

happy, loving life on Bewdley
Road with our two-year-old
son, Ketner Christian Pleasants. We would never think of
hurting each other, and even
if so, my family would never
stand for such behavior.
Richard and I have since visited the residents and assured
them that the rumor is not true.
Whether Richard wins or loses,
we will still be your neighbors
on Bewdley Road and plan on
raising our son surrounded by
family and friends.
You can always get in touch
with us at our home if you have
any concerns or questions of
us. Please do so before believing any more hateful rumors.

Holly Ransone Pleasants,
Lancaster

Claiming possession
may be a tad extreme
The economy certainly has
struck many areas of the boating industry; however, I question the tactics by some of the
marina owners to simply take
possession of someone’s boat
due to nonpayment of slip fees
or maintenance bills. Therefore,
I assume these harsh tactics are
used for severely damaged or
clearly a total abandonment of
a vessel.
Marina owners are highly
concerned of a new slip-renter’s
credibility. Many have imposed
tight rules and regulations and
are written in such manner that
give them total control of a
slip-renter’s property. I would
caution any boat owner today
to clearly understand the lease
terms and conditions.
Some leases are strict and
highly limit the boat owners
from working on their own
vessels. Some marina owners
talk about a depressed economy and, feeling justified,
have enforced that boat owners
cannot perform their own work
in the boat yards. It is a clear
effort to make the boat owners
use their business (marina services) or be penalized.
I consider this a “restriction
of trade.” Many boat owners
who rely on doing much of the
work themselves are retired
or have limited income. It is
important that marina owners,

particularly during this time of
economic un-ease, pay close
attention to their slip renters
and mutual needs.
Try to identify a payment
problem early. Some marina
owners are quick to create new
charges just to offset their deficit and those who pay their bills
are being punished by these
charges created in desperation of the downturn of business....... and sometimes there
comes a time you have to recognize you can’t get water from
a rock.

Charles John Sawicki,
Richmond

Our troops are
better protected
My wife and I work with
aerospace and defense companies to help write proposals for
government contracts.
I just returned from a proposal
for AM General, in Detroit, to
the U.S. Army for a mine clearing system. This system, MineWolf, was designed by the
Swiss firm MineWolf Systems,
and made in Germany.
Looking something like a
heavily armored farm combine,
they have a shaft with heavy
rotating chains on the front
where a combine’s rake would
be. The chains whirl around,
digging into the ground, and
exploding deadly anti-personnel and even powerful anti-tank
mines. To make old war sites
safe for people, these systems
have cleared over 7,400 acres
of these mines in Chile, Bosnia
and the Middle East with no
injuries to the operators.
AM General also makes
the HumVees that are used so
extensively in the Middle East.
These HumVees are nothing
like the ones first sent to Iraq
and Afghanistan: Media stories
of families who sent additional
armor to their loved ones in
Iraq and Afghanistan got the
Army’s (and Congress’s) attention. These new Hum Vees are
heavily armored. One I saw
was especially heavily armored,
with each door weighing 1,000
pounds. Our troops are much
better protected now. Have
hope.

Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

October is

American Pharmacists
Month
The Northern Neck Free Health Clinic

knows its pharmacists – and how vital they are in our efforts to provide medicines
to the area’s uninsured and under served. The Clinic Pharmacy can operate only
through the generous donation of time that our volunteer pharmacists contribute,
often after a long day behind the counter at their own businesses.

With their help over the past 16 years, the NNFHC has filled
272,741 prescriptions valued at $15,247,051.
We owe a debt of gratitude to the following pharmacists. If you see
them, thank them for their devotion to helping the less fortunate.
It’s a priceless contribution.
Nancy Chilton
Britney Dedmond
Bernard Dunlevy
Rosemarie Forcum
Kathy Gossett
Lisa Harlan
Jane Jones
Walt Klein
Fred Luxton

Maxine Luxton
Deanna Kiple
Debbie Newman
Susan Sanders
Curtis Smith
Betty Taliaferro
Beverly Thomas
Bill Walker

A special thanks
goes to our Pharmacist In Charge, Ken Thompson.
We couldn’t have made it to sixteen years without you!
We also thank these fine pharmacies:
Anchor Pharmacy, Kilmarnock
Rappahannock General Hospital Pharmacy
Heathsville Pharmacy, Heathsville
Mary Immaculate Hospital Pharmacy
White Stone Pharmacy, White Stone
Walgreens Pharmacy, Kilmarnock
Wal-Mart Pharmacy, Kilmarnock

During Pharmacy Month, and throughout the year,
please join us in thanking pharmacists for their
incredible contributions toward a healthy community.

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Kilmarnock • Virginia

October 22, 2009 • A9

YOUR LETTERS
Litter smells
Living at Holly Court, I like
to take walks all the way to the
end of Wiggins Avenue. I am
an outdoor person and especially try to enjoy this lovely
road. It is close by, a not too
long a walk made so beautiful
by our Creator.
In springtime, the mountain laurel is so pretty, flowers
spring up in the green grass
and sometimes newborn animals can be observed.
In summer, the breeze from
the trees gives one a welcome
relief from the heat. When I am
lucky, I can watch a baby bird
trying their wings.
In autumn on a crisp already
cool day and the leaves have
turned so colorful, it is a joy to
see some of those leaves flutter
against the blue sky.
Wintertime is another delight,
especially when it snows.
Sadly, the entire road I live
on is not all beautiful.
As I turn into Wiggins
Avenue from Main Street, I am
greeted with both roadsides
full of trash. It looks uninviting
and it smells.
A little further on the right,
one passes the very well-kept
retirement home. Across from
there is a grassy area; this too
is lined with debris. One can
see plastic shopping bags full
of trash—some filled with leftover food. That food is an invitation to raccoons, which have
been seen picking through it.
After passing the retirement
home, a lovely road to live on
opens up. The neighboring
homes and properties are kept
and cared for year around.
Nevertheless, passing the
last house on the right on Wiggins Avenue and where the road
makes a bend to the left, do not
look on the sides of the road
or in the bushes. There is trash
everywhere, from beer cans to
coke bottles, from McDonald’s
wrappers to shopping bags with
trash. Someone has dumped an
old refrigerator, as well as an
upholstered chair. It smells.
Some do not appreciate our
Lord’s creation. I know he did
not create the world to collect
trash. I kindly ask those who
have littered my road—you
know who you are—please unlitter it.
I and other residents of Wiggins Avenue also hope that the
town council might have some
ideas on how to stop the litter
in our neighborhood.

Ingelene de Boer,
Kilmarnock

For common
sense government
I want to let folks know why
Catherine Crabill deserves their
vote for the state legislature.
Simply put, she is soundly
committed to Christian principles and a conservative agenda.
She will not play politics as
usual.
If you want to de-emphasize
the role of government in our
lives then vote for her and
people like her. If you think the
states need to reclaim governing rights from “Big Brother,”
then vote for Catherine.
She is a strict Constitutionalist who will fight for states
rights and not allow the federal
government to run willy-nilly
over us.
Let’s get back to common
sense government. Vote for
Catherine Crabill.

L.D. Shubnell,
Lancaster

A side of memories
When I read in the recent
business section of the Rappahannock Record the account of
the long duration of Lee’s Restaurant, tears came in my eyes.
Much of Bill’s commitment
to Lee’s Restaurant resembles
Warren Johnson’s commitment to Johnson and Benson’s
Garage and Service Station.
Warren arrived at the station
early to be sure that all those
going to work had sufficient gas
to get to work. He knew when
his customers needed gas. So
Warren and Bill both left home
early in the morning about the
same time, one to make pies
and rolls and the other to pump
gas. Warren worked all day
and returned at night to do his
book work. Gas was 13 cents a
gallon back then.
The Lees were our neighbors
on Oakland Street for approximately 50 years. One of the Lee
children still lives in the home
place. The Lees had seven children. They were shared with
us. Billy was born after the
family moved from Cedar Lane
to a house Bill had built next to
us on Oakland Street. A little
sister followed Billy. Warren

took care of their toys. They
played in our attic and played
on the piano. Warren also took
them on trips. We had a good
relationship then and now.
I guess we have all heard the
old saying, “that behind every
good man is a good woman.”
This was never truer than with
Bill Lee. June Lee got up early
every morning to serve special percolated coffee at 5 a.m.
Bill ate breakfast and dinner at
home each day. Food was prepared at home. Each afternoon
Bill came home for his afternoon rest. He took a nap and
the children were not allowed
to make any noise. The family
ate supper about 5 p.m. The
meals did not come from the
restaurant but were prepared
from scratch.
June was a good neighbor.
She shared her desserts. Peach
cake was one of our favorites.
Bill wore two or three
starched white shirts a day.
When Ellen, the third child, got
old enough she assisted with
the chores. She learned to iron
at a very early age.
Although I am a resident at
the Lancashire, I am blessed
with visits from the Lees.
Monday is bean soup and
coffee day brought to me by
Billy. Ellen brings the evening
meal occasionally from the restaurant and we eat together.
Recently, Gerry brought me
a slice of pie. He said someone told him it was the best pie
he ever made, so he thought I
should have a slice.
Terry is the last of the Lee
children and looks out for me.
I don’t know what I would
do without her. I am sure it is
obvious that tears should have
come in my eyes when I saw
the picture and read the article
about Lee’s Restaurant. They
were also very good to Warren.
During his two years residence
at the Lancashire, he regularly
feasted on his favorite, Lee’s
chocolate pie.
Old Bill and Warren both
had November birthdays and
were the same age.

Mary Lee Johnson,
Kilmarnock

Crabill disavowed
I write in response to the
reaction that the Republican Party of Virginia has had
to Catherine Crabill’s recent
statements. Recently, all three
of the statewide Republican
candidates have released statements denouncing Crabill and
her remarks.
A spokesman for the McDonnell campaign said, “We disavow Catherine Crabill’s comments and know that they do
not reflect the sentiments of
Republicans across the Commonwealth of Virginia. Republicans, Democrats and Independents in Virginia have a history
of civil discourse and we will
not campaign for or with Catherine Crabill.”
All I have to say is thank
you.

Donna Thompson,
White Stone

True character
revealed
If the healthcare debate
doesn’t accomplish anything
else, it has certainly revealed
the true character and ethics
of the Republican Party. Never
can I recall seeing such distortions, misrepresentations and
outright lies about a piece of
legislation before.
One particularly outrageous
claim is about the bill’s provision allowing Medicare to pay
for families’ end-of-life consultations with doctors and other
healthcare professionals to discuss issues such as preparing a
living will or arranging hospice
care when a family member has
a terminal disease.
The Republicans, led by
Sarah Palin, have morphed this
provision into a “death panel”
with implications that the government is going to “pull the
plug on grandma.” In truth,
in no way does this provision
promote any action that might
shorten one’s life.
And then, in an effort to
exploit the death of Ted Kennedy in the healthcare debate,
former
GOP
presidential
candidate Mike Huckabee
said this: “Under President
Obama’s health care plan, Kennedy would have been told to
go home to take pain pills and
die during his last year of life.”
Huckabee claims to be a Southern Baptist minister, but I guess
when politics are involved, that
commandment about “bearing
false witness” doesn’t apply.
The passing of Sen. Kennedy and his long and magnificent record of service to those
less fortunate says a lot about

the liberal approach to politics.
In contrast, what I see from
conservatives seems mainly to
be a concern for the rich, for
example when Bush passed his
tax cuts for the wealthy, a move
which significantly added to
the deficit, an issue for which
conservatives frequently target
liberals. But I suppose when it
benefits their own, that’s a different story.

Frank Mann,
Lancaster

Politics or economics
Subsidies destroy the free
market. They do not allow the
market to set an appropriate
price for society as a whole.
For instance, a merchant provides need-based assistance.
This assistance is determined
by an individual’s so called
disposable income. The local
merchant is instructed to do
so by the local government or
some other authoritative body.
The subsidy artificially sets a
higher price (or allows a price
set above true market equilibrium to remain). Micro-economics would tell you to drop
the price rather than offer a
subsidy. Two lines of a graph
will demonstrate this simple
tested phenomenon.
The same holds true for the
cost of secondary education.
The government failed to realize the effect of loan subsidies
on the open market. Now, college must be financed in one
form or the other by a majority
of the individuals that attend.
The subsidy came in the form
of cheap long-term loans guaranteed or issued by government
entities. This allowed the cost
of education to rise artificially.
It’s not that difficult to grasp.
Rather than offer government
assistance, let the market put
downward pressure on the
prices. Cash is king; when the
well starts to dry, prices will
drop and competition will
increase. This will have a positive effect on the dwindling
dollar as well.
The housing market is in
the same trap. Thanks to longterm loans that are generally
purchased by a (failed) moral
obligation of the United States
of America, prices for homes
have risen without regard for
natural market conditions. This
forces a majority of society to
be silent prisoners to the banking system.
I guess our system is rife
with garbage delivered by politicians without regard for the
future. More importantly, our
politicians are shortsighted
with little to no “real world”
training. They lack practical
experience. They make decisions that benefit the current
regime without regard to future
generations.
Our country was founded
on liberty and common sense.
Both of these concepts are
lost.

women in our military and their citizens, so why should we add Virginia needs
families give to the American to the problem? When I vote in
people.
November, I intend to stand up
Apparently, this election
Tony Callaghan, for unity, not divisiveness.
comes down to what IndepenLancaster
Tom York, dent and Democratic voters
Irvington want Virginia to do for the next
Stand up for Pollard
four years. The last debate for
Thank you
I write to you today not to
governor allowed Virginians
attack anyone, or anything, but Catherine Crabill
to see and hear the differences
to stand up for someone who
Thank you Catherine for between the candidates. Clearly
deserves recognition. Through- your willingness to stand firm it is Creigh Deed’s long-standout his time in the House of upon the truth, regardless of ing commitment to values VirDelegates, Albert Pollard has the cost. And indeed there ginians share, his hard work,
reached across party lines to has always been a price to pay and his vision for Virginia that
deliver solutions to some of when it comes to “truth.” Our is needed.
Virginia’s worst problems.
great founding fathers would
Virginia can move forward
When it came to his atten- attest to the cost of this very with Creigh Deed’s pragmatic,
tion that men and women of thing while authoring our great business-friendly approach. It
the military were having a Constitution.
is what worked successfully
tough time voting overseas, he
“We the people” embrace under Warner and Kaine. Conworked with both Republicans the convictions you share in tinuing such a steady multi-year
and Democrats to reverse this District 99. It is such a breath approach will ensure Virginia
and made it easier for those of fresh air to see those will- remains the best place to start a
men and women to have their ing to stand upon the founda- business and raise a child.
voices heard.
tions this great country was
The alternative is to permit
When Virginia’s budget was founded, one being the Bible Creigh Deed’s opponent to
proposed, Del. Pollard was the and the other formulated from take Virginia backwards with
only Democrat to stand up for this great book by our found- policies that will jeopardize the
fiscal responsibility and vote ing fathers known as the Con- progress working women and
against the proposed budget.
stitution.
families have made over the
Del. Pollard has the type of
It has been stated that you years. The Washington Post’s
common sense and leadership lack experience, but how detailed, analytical, and conskills that should be required of many of our founding fathers servative minded endorsement
all those that wish to hold public had experience? What they of Creigh Deeds for governor
office. Help me in showing Vir- did know was the leading of a should be read by all Virginian
ginia that we are above all the holy and mighty God through voters because it was focused
partisan rancor by re-electing his word to set the course for on Virginia’s future.
William H. Westhoff,
Del. Pollard this November.
the establishment of this great
Woodbridge
Ella Davis, nation. I believe what you may
Lancaster lack in experience you more
than make up through the
Stand up for unity
integrity and righteousness in
What I see today is very dis- which you have walked.
appointing. Politics has become
What was the election cry
so negative that it threatens to of a Senator from Illinois...”its
tear apart the very fabric of time for a change.” Our presiour government. The negative dent, Mr. Barak Obama, was
stranglehold that partisan poli- not the most experienced,
tics has on our government has some even deemed a very eledone nothing but squash civil mentary or novice lawmaker,
debate and place our govern- yet he rose from a place of
RICHMOND—On
Saturment in a gridlocked system obscurity to take the reins of day, October 24, from 10 a.m.
the U.S. His stand was upon to 3 p.m., the Virginia Historithat only hurts us citizens.
What’s especially disappoint- change.
cal Society (VHS) at 428 North
I give you Catherine Crabill, Boulevard in Richmond will dising is that there is a candidate
running for elected office who a candidate who is not “busi- play one of 26 known original
has no intention of stopping ness as usual,” but declares printed copies of the Declaration
this partisan bickering, and, as she is willing to stand upon of Independence.
a matter of fact, only intends to her foundational beliefs of the
The document, coming to
word of God and the principles Virginia thanks to the Pearson
add to the conflict.
I’m speaking about Cath- contained therein and the Con- Foundation, the philanthropic
erine Crabill, the Republican stitution and its rights afforded arm of Pearson, is one of close
candidate for District 99 House each of us in the greatest nation to 200 broadsides [large posters]
of Delegates race. Her com- in the world.
created from Thomas Jefferson’s
I believe as our delegate we original draft by print shop owner
ments about John McCain, her
negative attacks on Del. Pollard, will see one willing to take a John Dunlap. Ordered by the
and her “bullet-box” comments stand upon what is best for all Continental Congress on July 4,
have combined to draw a dis- of District 99, and will raise a 1776, Dunlap’s printed copies of
turbing picture of someone that voice to be heard for each of the Declaration of Independence
is more interested in ambush- us. Without hesitation I will were distributed the next day to
ing members of the opposing certainly support Catherine the 13 states, King George in
party than actively working to and know that she will make England, and George Washingmake Virginia the best state in a difference as our represen- ton to be read to the soldiers of
tative...of the people, by the the Continental Army.
the union.
The past couple of years people and for the people.
For hours, fees and directions,
C. Richard Lynn, call 358-4901 or visit vahistorihave proven that negative,
Irvington
divisive politics don’’t help us
cal.org.

Traveling copy of
original printed
Declaration of
Independence
to be on display

David Messinger,
Weems

Remembering
This week marks the 26th
anniversary of one of the most
horrid attacks against a U.S.
Military installation. On October 23, 1983, a terrorist cell
drove a bomb-laden truck into
the U.S. Marine Barracks in
Beirut, Lebanon.
The resulting explosion
killed 241 U.S. military personnel including 220 U.S.
Marines, 18 U.S. Sailors and
3 U.S. Army soldiers. In addition, 60 marines were severely
wounded.
This day still remains the
bloodiest in Marine Corps
history since the battle of Iwo
Jima during World War II.
Our military came in peace,
but sadly left many widows and
children with only memories.
Scott Scialabba, then age 13,
wrote the following poem for
his father, Marine Capt. Peter
Scialabba, who was among the
Marines killed on this fateful
day in 1983.
Loneliness: “My life is full
of sadness, Upon this glorious
day, My father is in Lebanon,
And all the birds have flown
away.
“I sit here in my world, Pondering on what to do, But I
know he is in good hands, With
his faithful crew.
“I play jokes and laugh at
people, To ease my worried
mind, But with all I try to do,
Comfort I cannot find.”
Scott, whose mother, Jackie
Scialabba, is a good friend and
neighbor in Lancaster County,
graduated from the U.S. Naval
Academy and is a U.S. Marine
major serving his second tour
of duty in Iraq.
We must never forget the
gift and sacrifice the men and
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District 99 candidates for House of Delegates answer Record survey
What is your position on
reining in the state’s budget
problems by passing more
expenses on to counties? On
raising state taxes by tacking
fees on to service bills such as
utilities, telephones and fuel?
And on unfunded state mandates?
Crabill: I think there is no
escaping the bullet we all have
to bite in these distressing
times, but I will start with the
“unfunded mandates.” I would
challenge any unfunded mandate, the Constitutionality of
such mandates and the authority to impose such. No one in
America spends money like
our government because most
of us do not have an endless
supply of money extorted from
other people’s hard earned
income.
The founding fathers would
be appalled at how we have
blithely accepted tax increase
after tax increase, many
hidden in “fees” as you mentioned above. Our family budgets shrink while the government grows ever more oppressive and flexes its threatening
muscle by denouncing those
who have finally had enough.
There is absolutely no incentive for fiscal accountability
as long as We The People
roll over to their insatiable
demands for more.
I have signed a Tax Pledge
stating that I would refuse to
raise taxes. As every family
knows, when there is an unexpected expense and there is
only so much money, you
triage or cut out things that
you can no longer afford
under the circumstance. Many
“services” the government
provides will, of necessity,
need to be trimmed or cut
out altogether. Those that are
particularly important to some
people will then spawn an
entrepeneur to fill that void to
those who are willing and able
to procure those specific services. I believe many will not
be missed.

truly worries me is that currently, many urban legislators
are trying to rewrite the transportation funding formula so
dollars go to regions based
on “lane miles traveled” (the
number of cars you have) as
opposed to the current law
which is the number of center
lane miles (the number of
roads you have).
The only way to stop this
change is to work with other
regions and across the aisle so
others recognize that our costs
don’t go down just because
there are less people. High
decibel monologues won’t
solve the problem, but bipartisan cooperation and leadership
can.

Crabill: I support the 10th
Amendment Sovereignty
movement as per our Constitution. The powers enumerated
to the federal government are
specifically limited to protect We The People from the
egregious power grab we have
seen in Washington. The balance of the power to govern is
reserved to the states and We
The People specifically.
Obviously, this has been so
trampled over as to be unrecognizable, but it is so because
We The People have allowed
our elected officials to betray
their sacred Oath of Office to
uphold and defend the Constitution against all enemies foreign and domestic. It is high
time to hold their feet to the
fire to keep their oath and to
assert out State Sovereignty.
Part of that assertion is
to develop our own natural
resources such as our oil
which is available off shore.
With the modern technologies
that have made it infinitely
safer for our environment this
is more than feasible. Likewise
develop our natural gas and
expand our nuclear energy as
well.
The Commonwealth of Virginia is ranked 14th out of 31
states with nuclear capability.
The nation of France is the
largest producer of nuclear
Pollard: Not only have I
energy and exports 18 percent
opposed unfunded mandates to of its total output. We are rich
localities, but I am one of the
in natural resources and we
few legislators who has sought do have the technologies to
ways to roll back such mandevelop them while giving due
dates during these tough times. consideration to the environIt is important for folks to
mental impact.
know that half of the state
Once we develop these
General Fund budget is called resources the Commonwealth
“direct aid to localities” and
of Virginia will not need to
Virginia has less money now
crush the taxpaying public
in fiscal year 2010 than we
with its never ending ‘fund’
had in fiscal years 2007, 2008 raising. In fact, I expect a very
or 2009. We will weather this
hefty budget surplus that will
storm without a tax increase
remain specific to our Com(general or through fees), but
monwealth as per our 10th
there will be a pinch felt at the Amendment Sovereignty.
state and county level.
During these tight times it is
According to many reports,
essential that we improve our
the Chesapeake Bay Act has
budgeting process and the way failed to meet expectations
we look at money.
to improve the quality of our
That is why I sponsored a
rivers and creeks emptying
bi-partisan measure to bring
into the bay and resulted in
more accountability and trans- continued poor water quality
parency to Virginia’s budget
and a declining fish populaprocess. Despite the fact that
tion. Much of the problem
Virginia is the best fiscally
is attributed to the bay’s
managed state in the nation,
headwaters, the Susquehanna
there are still opportunities to
River from Pennsylvania and
eliminate waste, inefficiency
points north that Virginia and
and opaqueness.
Maryland appear powerless to
control. Now what?
According to local officials,
the Northern Neck continues to
Crabill: Ken Smith, presilose funding to densely popudent of the Waterman’s Assolated regions when it comes to ciation, has become an ardent
keeping our roads and bridges supporter of my campaign and
safe. What new ideas would
has personally endorsed me
you suggest to raise funds for
because he has become frustransportation issues? How
trated with the lack of resolve
would you ensure this region is in the State legislature to do
not overlooked?
what needs to be done to get
this job done.
Pollard: Ten years ago,
One area he has identified
VDOT had over 10,500
as a contributing factor to the
employees. Today, they have
problem with the bay that we
less than 8,200.
can address is chicken farms.
So, local officials are correct Apparently the chicken farmer
that rural areas are losing road “owns” or is responsible for
funding, but they are incorrect everything concerning the
in their analysis. The entire
chicken except its waste. How
road funding “pie” is getting
can this be rationalized? I
smaller.
don’t know, but until we hold
In Virginia, the vast majority these producers responsible for
of money for roads is based
their chicken waste as per its
on revenue sources which are
impact on the bay we will just
shrinking—the gas tax and
keep spitting in the wind.
the titling of cars. Since cars
I would like to see the
are more fuel efficient, gas tax watermen have a greater say
revenue has been flat for over
in all things that affect the bay.
10 years. Similarly, the number Their vested interest in the
of car titles have plummeted.
health of the bay may be more
On top of all this, the price of
compelling than any other.
liquid asphalt has tripled over
Without a healthy bay they
the past 10 years.
will continue to abandon their
Secondly, rural areas are
livelihood of fishing its waters
getting smaller and smaller
because it can no longer suswhen compared to other areas tain them.
of Virginia, thus our budget
I think the watermen and the
gets smaller. Those higher
rest of us are tired of talk that
density areas get more money lacks the resolve to make some
because, simply put, there are hard choices. I firmly believe
more people.
that if we had term limits then
The road funding fight that
our elected officials who lack

Catherine Crabill

Albert Pollard

the tenacity to do the right
thing, because it’s the right
thing to do(!), would be more
inclined to make the hard calls
because they wouldn’t always
be thinking of how their vote
would affect their re-election!
We may not be able to control what happens anywhere
else, but we can certainly do
what’s right in our pervue and
hope to lead by example.

local job opportunities by creating aquaculture zones in our
region and beyond.
While the measure is complex, the issue is simple.
Watermen need more opportunity and an ability to have a
reliable harvest. Oyster cage
culture and spat on shell programs are two ways we can do
this.
Second, I will again represent the values of this area by
being a reasoned and dignified
voice at the General Assembly.
In writing about my service and my vote against the
budget, political scientist Bob
Holsworth recently wrote,
“Albert has always been the
kind of individual who speaks
his mind, who is willing to
challenge the conventional
wisdom, and doesn’t worry
all that much if he is off-kilter
with his own party on occasion. If you value authenticity,
Albert Pollard has it.” [Bob
Holsworth, May 15, “Albert
Pollard on the Budget Forecast,” Virginia Tomorrow]
I promise every problem I
tackle will be with the dignity and authenticity that the
Northern Neck deserves.

Pollard: The cleanup of the
Chesapeake Bay is one of the
single most frustrating public
policy initiatives I have been
involved in. And, as a former
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
“legislator of the year,” I have
been very involved.
As far as the Bay Act
goes, a 100-foot buffer will
filter approximately 80 percent of the nutrients that run
across the strip. So, the Bay
Act has worked, but it has
merely helped hold the line
against greater pollution from
upstream.
Further, Virginia has made
great strides in cleaning up
sewage treatment plants,
investing more than a half a
billion dollars over the past
five years.
The place where all states
fall short is on nonpoint source
agricultural pollution. I will
continue to push Virginia to
have cost share for farmers, for
the transport of poultry litter
away from producing farms,
and for “waste-to-energy”
programs. Other states need to
pursue similar programs.
However, as you noted, half
of all freshwater in the bay
comes out of the Susquehanna
River. The EPA has put all
states on notice that if they
don’t clean up their act, they
could lose their authority to
deal with cleanup and permit
issues in the future.
This multi-state problem
makes it clear you can’t have a
cleanup with each state going
its own way.
Name and explain one other
local issue you plan to address
through your service in the
General Assembly. Why is it
critical? How should it be
resolved?
Pollard: The biggest local
issue is providing more local
jobs for young people and
watermen.
First, I will work to improve

Crabill: I consider the
most compelling issue of our
time and my campaign to be
reclaiming and asserting our
Constitution. As alluded to
earlier, I will focus on asserting our 10th Amendment right
to State Sovereignty to help
diffuse the massive concentration of power in Washington,
D.C.
That is essential to putting
the power and control over
every issue and area of our
lives back into the hands of
We The People. Every unconstitutional law and mandate
issued out of Washington,
D.C., is a local issue. I would
work toward putting the federal government on notice
that We the People of the
Commonwealth of Virginia in
asserting our 10th Amendment
right to self determination will
no longer accept their unconstitutional mandates.
For example, I would put
them on notice that We the
People did not incur that massive debt from failed companies and corporations, that
should have been allowed to
fail, and consequently, we will
not accept liability for that
debt. If the Congress contin-

ues to unconstitutionally vote
for the Socialization of America, We The People will not
accept such things as Nationalized health care or any other
Socialist/Marxist agenda in
the great Commonwealth of
Virginia.
If every State would assert
their Constitutional Sovereignty, it would strengthen our
beloved nation, not weaken it
because it would restore We
The People to our rightful
place of responsibility and
‘ownership.’ I would keep my
Sacred Oath of Office and
operate within the brilliantly
constructed constraints of
power and authority that best
secures our liberty.
I would like to see our
schools operate under greater
local control. We need to use
our own State resources and
not be dependant upon federal
money so that we can throw
off their mandated curriculum
and give greater control to
each community. No Child
Left Behind that produced the
Standard of Learning (SOL)
have forced many teachers to
teach specifically to the test.
I fear we have lost the leverage to teach critical thinking
skills. We should be encouraging debate classes and clubs.
We should be teaching our
students how to think and analyze rather than pass a test by
teaching to the test. We should
be teaching, exhaustively, our
State and National Constitution, then our children could
not be led about by posing
politicians because they would
know better.
I’d love to see character
classes to reinforce what parents are teaching at home or
supplement what they may
not be taught at home. I’d love
to see prayer reintroduced in
school and teach our history as
it really was with all the rich
textures of our Judeo-Christianity that true history credits
our foundational concepts of
liberty to. I’d love God to be
a welcomed discussion in our

class rooms!
As any parent knows you
cannot force your children
to believe as you do. There
should be no fear from secular
families about their children
being taught that what really
motivated those who braved
those unchartered waters and
carved out the greatest nation
on the face of the earth from a
vast wilderness was their faith
in Jesus Christ and their sense
of a Divine calling. There
should be no fear in teaching
the truth.
In conclusion, I would like
to address this issue that just
came to my attention as a
“local” issue. This was in an
article posted by redstate.com:
“The Virginia State Board of
Elections argued in their most
recent filing that they have no
legal obligation to send out
military absentee ballots in a
timely manner. Restated, the
State of Virginia has argued in
a federal court filing that they
can legally send out absentee
ballots to active duty soldiers
the day before an election.
Restated again, the Democratic Chairwoman of the Virginia State Board of Election
Jean Cunningham just claimed
a legal basis for massively
raising the barrier to voting
for soldiers at war.”
This utter and contemptible disregard for our service
men and women should go
down in Virginia State history as Governor Kaine’s Hall
of Shame. To thwart those in
harm’s way who are fighting
for the freedom of others from
being able to have their vote
count at home has to be one of
the most reprehensible acts in
American history.
Should I win the seat for
Delegate to the 99th District I
will out every nefarious participant associated with this
outrage and fight to ensure
that every vote of our absentee
military is processed from
start to finish in a timely,
respectable, and honoring
manner.

Two Phragmites control
workshops set in Lancaster
KILMARNOCK—Workshops about controlling a highly
invasive plant, Phragmites australis, will soon be held for
residents in the Northern Neck.
The first workshop will be held October 28 at the Lancaster Community Library in Kilmarnock. The second will
be held November 10 at the Belle Isle State Park Environmental Education Center. These free workshops are hosted
by the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation.
Phragmites is a tall, aggressive, non-native plant that
is rapidly replacing native marsh and forest communities,
according to stewardship biologist Kevin Heffernan. It now
covers more than 1,700 acres of habitat in the Northern Neck.
As Phragmites spreads, it destroys high-quality wildlife habitat, impedes water flow in drainage ditches, and poses a fire
hazard.
The workshops are supported through a grant from the
Mid-Atlantic Panel on Aquatic Invasive Species.
The Lancaster Community Library is at 235 School Street
in Kilmarnock. Belle Isle State Park is at 1632 Belle Isle Road
in Lancater. For directions, call DCR eastern district manager Paul Clarke at 225-2820, or Heffernan at 786-9112.
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District 1 candidates for supervisor in Lancaster respond to questions
In the current economic
upheaval with crime on the
rise, schools failing to meet
AYP and the state passing more
expense on to the counties each
year, how can the board keep
the fiscal budget in balance
and continue to provide the
same, or even greater, levels of
services to the citizens?
Jenkins: The more recent
severe downturn in the national
and state economies has more
keenly focused all of our attentions to the increasing financial
challenges of our households
and businesses, as well as,
to consider more closely the
effectiveness of expenditures at
each level of government.
Recognizing the downward
trend some years ago, I, along
with other board members,
proposed and established a
separate financial control function within the county administration with a finance director charged with responsibility
to review activity within the
county government for economies of operation and purchasing at all levels. I also encouraged the establishment of a
mirroring function within the
school system.
This strategy very quickly
began to return dividends, providing department heads and
the board with current financial data and sound analysis.
The stronger financial control
systems established within the
county and our school system
enable the school board to
identify savings sufficient to
absorb reduced funding from
the Commonwealth and still
submit a 2009-10 budget
requiring nearly a half-million
dollars less than the previous
year.
Similarly, county operating cost containment activities
have absorbed reduced state
funding and increased our
fund balance to a point that, I
strongly believe, allows for a
reduction in the tax rate with no
reductions in current services. I
called for such a tax reduction
at the end of this year’s budget
process.
If, as some believe, the local
effects of the national economic
difficulties continue beyond
2010, the board may well be
confronted with very difficult
decisions. The challenges will
require an experienced supervisor with proven experience
working through tough budgetary problems. We will need a
supervisor knowledgeable in
allowable funding opportunities under the Code of the Commonwealth. Most importantly,
we will need a supervisor with
a proven record of not solving
problems by simply reaching
into taxpayers’ pockets.
Pleasants: All of the board
of supervisors’ fiscal decisions
should be based on a balance
between four basic tenants:
County administration, public
health, public education, and
jobs.
To keep the fiscal year
budget balanced, the current
board of supervisors will need
to address the solution with a
two-pronged approach. First,
the board needs to create a
system of basic metrics for all
the specific public county services that are provided by the
county government, included
(but not limited to), land use
and zoning, environmental
protection, ordinance enforcement, the sheriff’s department,
and public education. Once
these metrics are established
and baselined, then targets
can be set to improve county
services and priorities can be
given to each service through
budget reorganization.
This budget reorganization
will require disciplined work,
patience, mutual respect and
an open mind by all parties
involved. Currently the portion of the county budget allocated to administration is too
high and needs to be closely
managed and performance
measured to gain efficiencies
through working “smarter” not
“harder.”
Also, more attention should
be given to preventive maintenance of the county buildings,
so we are not “replacing” more
buildings 25 years from now.
This is a critical cost avoidance discipline that will drive
county operating costs down
over the next 10 to 15 years.
Better interdepartmental and
intradepartmental communication and training will also drive
more efficiencies in county
government. This will allow
for county government waste
to be extracted surgically. It is

not how much you spend; it is
what you spend it on.
What elements of the Comprehensive Plan do you feel
are the most important for the
county over the next four years
and how do you propose funding them?
Pleasants: The four most
important elements of the Comprehensive Plan include “Land
Use and Zoning,” “Water Quality and Quantity,” “Public Education,” and “Transportation.”
Currently, the first three are
being discussed minimally
while the fourth has not been
touched upon at all. Land Use
and Zoning in the plan is rather
vague and leaves way too many
loopholes for unethical developers to take advantage of.
Water quantity and quality is
not really addressed in the plan,
and needs to be a priority in the
current Comprehensive Plan or
a top priority in the new plan,
forthcoming.
No one would disagree that
the quality of our public education system determines the
future of our county. There
should never be a reason for
our county’s educational standards to diminish due to lack
of funding or diversion of
funds to other issue areas. Of
course, funding is not the only
factor that determines the quality of a school system, but it is
up to the board of supervisors
to make sure the educational
system gets the support it needs
to properly enrich our youth.
Unfortunately, mistakes have
been made in the past, and we
need as a community to move
past this and look to the future.
Transportation issues need
to be addressed, so future costs
of maintaining our major highways do not escalate. Current
sewer and water access for the
primary and secondary growth
areas need revised capacity plans in the near future, to
support smart commercial and
residential development.

F.W. Jenkins Jr.

Richard Pleasants

It was under that process that
the County has funded $3.9 million for school projects since
2003. The vast majority of those
funds requested and expended
by the school system were for
improvements to extend the
useful life of those two schools.
The board of supervisors is
aware of the report to which you
allude and it has been initially
reviewed by the school board, but
the report has not been formally
presented to the supervisors with
the school system’s recommendations for action to replace or
improve any of the current facilities.
It is important to remember
that the school board is an autonomous, separately constituted
public body with responsibility for oversight and evaluation
of school facilities. It would be
improper and detrimental to the
much improved inter-board relations for an individual supervisor
to pre-empt the school board’s
due diligence review of the issue
with an “off the cuff ” opinion of
the report’s validity.

middle schools into an expanded
primary school building. The
middle school facility could
then be updated in order to support facilities for vocational and
technical training in Lancaster
County.
Next, the board of supervisors
needs to commission an independent team to determine the quality of the high school and primary
school buildings, as well as what
renovations need to be made to
the facilities to last the next 15
years.
If something needs to be done,
put out bids on the work (two
local companies and one outside
Lancaster County).
Lastly, the High School needs
to be expanded to provide for the
expanding educational needs of
our youth, more current information technology, basic shop class,
larger physical class sizes, as to
be determined by working with
the Lancaster County Board of
Education.
During the next four to six
years, all necessary renovations
and expansions will be planned,
bid upon, and implemented;
keeping in mind proper financial
oversight. The school maintenance manager and staff will need
specific performance measures in
order to provide a safe and comfortable educational facility for
all our children.

Pleasants: According to the
recent study, the current school
facilities will only last another 15
years in their current condition.
This assessment only determines
the current facilities and how
long they will last. The board of
supervisors needs to make some
concrete plans on how to refurbish the county public schools.
I think that the idea of merging
facilities is a good idea. To mirror
Jenkins: The Comprehen- this thought, plans need to be
sive Plan provides, in five-year made to merge the primary and
increments, an overall vision
for the county’s near future
and sets objectives by which,
not only county government,
but private organizations and
(Reprints from the October
individuals can best direct their 22, 1909, issue of the Virginia
activities to achieve the desired Citizen)
results embodied within the
overall vision.
Lee Answers Kent
Much of the ComprehenHon. W. McDonald Lee,
sive Plan focuses on land use chairman of the State Fish
issues. For that reason land use Commission, was greatly
objectives play a large role, but incensed when his attention
land use is only one of several was called to the charge made
planning categories within the by the Republican nominee for
plan.
Governor that the chairman of
A sound plan (and I believe the Fisheries Board was using
our Comprehensive Plan is the oyster gunboat Maury to
sound) integrates the individual entertain his political friends.
planning category objectives in
In reply he said that any Vira way in which separate activi- ginian going his way was welties undertaken complement come to share his hospitality
elements and activities desired on the Maury, but said he did
in other categories. To take a not go out of his way to pick
position that one category or them up and insist upon their
element of the plan is the most coming on board.
important would be counter“Every guest I have on the
productive to maintaining the Maury is at my own expense
synergistic thrust of the plan- and costs the State absolutely
ning document.
nothing. An allowance per
Generally,
funding
for day of a stated sum for each
planned activities may be member of the crew is made
obtained from two separate by the government. Any extra
sources. Elements that reflect expense caused by having
a change in current operat- guest aboard I pay out of my
ing procedures would, for own pocket,” said Mr. Lee.
the most part, come from the
One bunch of ‘political
operating budget. Fortunately, friends’ entertained by me on
most of these change elements the Maury was a shipwrecked
actually carry no appreciable squad of fifteen or eighteen
new expense and can easily delegates on their way to the
be absorbed within existing Republican State Convenbudget restraints.
tion at Newport News. Their
Elements which require vessel became disabled at the
acquisition of higher ticket mouth of the Rappahannock
items such as property or facil- and I took them on board and
ities would be funded through landed them in Newport News
the
Capital
Improvement where they nominated Capt.
Budget, in those instances Kent for Governor.
where grant funding could not
“The last political guest I
be acquired and/or appropri- had was Mr. Harry K. Walate private-public partnerships cott, of this city, who had been
could not be formed to fund or to Lancaster to make a speech
significantly lessen the outlay on behalf of Captain Kent’s
of public funds.
candidacy. He could not get
to Norfolk without delay so
According to a recent evalua- I brought him there as I was
tion report of Lancaster school coming on one of my regular
facilities, the high school and trips.”
primary school will need to be
“In light of these facts I
replaced in the next 15 years. think it comes with poor grace
In view of the current trend of for Captain Kent to make such
combining facilities for econ- charges.”
omies of scale, how should
supervisors approach the issue Irvington
of replacing these facilities and
Capt. W. D. Newbill
when?
returned to New York Friday,
after spending a month with
Jenkins: Funding for facili- parents here.
ties falls within the County’s
Dr. F. W. Lewis, of Whealton
Capital Improvement Budget (Morattico), Division Superin(CIP) process, which is nor- tendent, and Dr. W. M. Kirk, of
mally funded through the White Stone, visited the High
issuance of general obligation School here Wednesday. They
bonds.

Outside of budgetary issues, the
Comprehensive Plan, and education, what is the most important issue facing the Lancaster
County Board of Supervisors?
How would you address it?

Pleasants: In the past, the
board of supervisors has not given
adequate focus upon creating jobs
for residents through workforce
development; economic development; and modernizing our current infrastructure.
Other rural counties in Virginia successfully deal with these
issues and we should learn by
their example. Besides creating
a vocational training center right
here in the county, we would
require a funded workforce development director who evaluates the
skill sets in the current workforce.
Business recruitment would stimulate the economic development
of our area.
I am a firm believer in bringing back the slogan, “Made in
the Northern Neck.” We have the
workers and we have the willpower; we just need the infrastructure and opportunity to show
what we can do. I happen to have
a strong background working
with business incubators in rural
areas and am confident that the
county can create their own jobs
right here in District 1.
All efforts would be measured
by an independent council made
up of private and public leaders
in order to promote transparency
and accountability in the incubator’s decisions. One direction
to immediately explore would
be with funds available through
“green initiatives” and stimulus
funds.
Lastly, our need for our infrastructure to be updated is strong.
Roads need to be repaved, sewage
and water drainage issues need
to be resolved, and broadband
internet needs to be brought to
District 1. Both the primary and
secondary growth areas will need
to be modernized.
The budget of the sheriff’s
department needs to be revisited.
If you take a look at statistics
involving growing communities and their government services, you will find that most of
the local fire departments are at
least partially funded with public
money. Our hardworking Upper
Lancaster Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Departments deserve
more financial assistance from
the county.

All of this initially sounds
like it would require increased
taxes for the funding of the listed
public services. This is not the
case. With careful reworking of
government expenditures, the
necessary funds can be found
within the current budget.
Believe it or not, the current
waste in county government is
extremely high. Among other
strengths, I have a strong background in accounting and plan
on using these skills to attack
the current use of funds within
county government. We can
work this out within the current
budget.
Jenkins: While possibly
considered a budgetary issue,
I believe the largest issue confronting the next supervisor is
balancing the need and desire for
expanded government services
with the county citizens’ ability
to pay for them through higher
taxes.
This task is essentially at the
heart of much that a supervisor
does and is one of the hardest
parts of the job. Unlike the federal government, we must pay for
services with the funds available.
We can not fund these needs by
simply creating a deficit budget
as Washington is prone to do.
The boards’ balancing act has
been made more difficult by the
Commonwealth’s
continuing
actions to step away from funding its local mandates and locally
administered state functions. I
have regularly spoken out against
this practice that only serves to
maintain Richmond’s “status
quo” by placing a disproportionate burden on the property owners
and taxpayers of Lancaster.
The one bright side to this
dilemma is District 1 and the
entire county have a large number
of citizens who volunteer time
and money during normal times
and in times of crisis to help
their fellow citizen. Their efforts
are our single greatest hope for
containing the size of local government and keeping it, as much
as possible, out of our lives and
away from our families’ pocketbooks.

YESTERYEAR
also visited the other schools
in this district this week.
Two potatoes, one weighing
5 lbs and 4½ oz. and the other
4 lbs. and 3½ oz. were taken
from one hill to T. B. Croxton’s
patch.
W. R. Rowe has again
entered the mercantile business, opening up Saturday at
his old stand.
The skating rink at this place
will hereafter be open only
three nights a week—Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
W. T. Barnett succeeded Geo.
Anderton as manager, the latter
attending school this season.

White Stone

here this week.
Harry Ratcliffe, the youngest son of Capt. T. I. Ratcliffe,
who has been sick for some
time and under the care of Dr.
Steuart, is rapidly improving.
W. C. Towles has almost
completed his oyster-house
near Bertrand.
R. Lloyd Ficklin has brought
out the stock of goods, and
opened up store formerly
owned by T. D. Ficklin, near
here.
Millenbeck
(Transcribed by Stephen A.
Mrs. R. S. Schools and Redd, volunteer of the Mary
daughter, Miss Etta Virginia, Ball Washington Museum and
are visiting Mrs. Geo. E. Lewis Library)
Geo. W. Sanders was in Baltimore recently on business.
The Anti-Saloon League
meeting here last week was
very interesting though not
largely attended.
The condition of Capt. Geo.
P. Squires is but slightly, if at
all, improved at this time.
J. T. Minor Jr., Treasurer of
King George, is on a visit to
his kinsman, Dr. M. W. Bruce.

NOW IS THE TIME TO JOIN!
DON’T WAIT UNTIL AFTER THE HOLIDAYS!
JOIN NOW!
$29.00 Per Month
Or

6 Months of Fitness and Aerobics for $99.00
Personal Training Services are also available!

We are OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK!
Monday – Thursday 5:30am – 7:00pm
Friday 5:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday – 7:00am – 12:00pm
Sunday – 12: 00pm – 4:00pm

*Tanning Special*
1 Year of Unlimited Tanning $99.00*
Hurry, Offer Expires Soon!

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
(804) 333-9100
www.clubfitforwomen.com
5116 Richmond Road, Warsaw, VA 22572
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The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

T

From left are Del. Albert Pollard and former Sen. John
Chichester.

Former Sen. Chichester
endorses Del. Pollard;
Crabill issues response
Former Republican Sen.
John Chichester has endorsed
Del. Albert Pollard, a Democrat, in his re-election effort
this year in District 99.
“I appreciate his support and
I hope to continue my tenure
in the House of Delegates as a
legislator who puts policy over
partisanship” said Del. Pollard. “More than ever, we must
look for independent, practical
answers to the problems facing
the Northern Neck and Virginia as a whole.”
“Albert has the dignity and
the intellectual horsepower to
lay aside partisan difference
and work across the aisle to
handle the budget problems
facing the Northern Neck
and Virginia today” said Sen.
Chichester. “I look forward to
voting for him on November
3rd.”
Sen. Chichester represented
District 28 in the Virginia
Senate from 1978 to 2007.
Republican candidate Catherine Crabill issued a statement
in response to Sen. Chichester’s decision.
“Given ex-Senate Finance
Chairman Chichester’s longstanding persistence in raising
taxes on hardworking Virginians, his endorsement of Democrats in this election should
warn voters what lies ahead
for their pocketbooks if he
gets his wish,” said Crabill.
In July, Chichester endorsed
Creigh Deeds, the Democrat candidate for governor,
who proposes a $4 billion tax
increase to finance transportation projects mostly in Northern Virginia and Hampton

VIRGINIA
VIGNETTE
Was Lee called Robert,
Bob, or R. E.?
Robert E. Lee was known by
all three. Born Robert Edward
Lee at Stratford in Westmoreland County, he was called
Robert or Bob by his family
and friends, while signing his
letters “R. E. Lee.”
In fact, he never used the
moniker “Robert E. Lee” to
refer to himself, but the newspapers did, and that’s how it
stuck. His traditional birth
date, meanwhile, is January
19, 1807, but his writings
indicate he may have been
born the previous year. What
is beyond dispute is that Lee
was the product of the elite
First Families of Virginia.
His father, Henry Lee III,
distinguished himself in the
American Revolution, served
in Congress (1799–1800)
and as governor of Virginia
(1791–1794).
However, he ended up in
debtor’s prison when Robert
was an infant and he eventually abandoned his family for
the West Indies in 1813. Misfortune again touched Robert’s life in 1821 with a scandal involving his half-brother.
Henry Lee IV shocked Virginians by seducing his young
ward, embezzling her inheritance, and possibly murdering
their child.
Believing this disgrace
would lead to social isolation,
Robert convinced his mother
to let him join the army. He
was off to West Point.
(This Vignette provided by
Elizabeth Brown Pryor, author
of Reading the Man: A Portrait
of Robert E. Lee through His
Private Letters, winner of the
2008 Lincoln Prize and the
2007 Jefferson Davis Award.
Brought to you by the Virginia
Foundation for the Humanities)

Roads, she said. Now he has
endorsed the re-election of
Pollard, who also is backing his
high-taxer ballotmate Deeds.
“Chichester is doing in this
election what he did year after
year in Richmond – joining
lockstep with Democrats in
their rampant ‘tax and spend’
policies that have left our state
government with a $7 billion
budget deficit,” said Crabill.
For
people struggling
to provide for their families in these scary economic
times, Chichester’s endorsements cry out not for them to
vote for Pollard, but instead
to elect Crabill, who pledges
to fight higher taxes and wild
government spending, she
said.

Democratic
campaigns will
be discussed
The regular monthly meeting of the Lancaster Democrats
will be held Monday, October
26, at the Bank of Lancaster
northside branch in Kilmarnock. The meeting will begin
at 7 p.m. Beverages and snacks
will be served at 6:30 p.m.
The Democratic campaigns
in the upcoming Virginia
gubernatorial race in November as well as Del. Pollard’s
race for re-election will be discussed, according to chairman
Donna Thompson.
Anyone interested in local
Democratic activities is invited
to attend.

he full House of Representatives
approved my bill (H.R. 3433) to amend
the North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) by voice vote and without opposition this week.
The bill is a commonsense solution to
improve international wetlands conservation efforts and protects migratory birds
that travel to the U.S. Specifically, H.R.
3433 would allow up to 50 percent of the
nonfederal share of projects in Canada to
be paid for by Canadian conservation supporters.
Since 1989, the law has required that
each federal dollar spent on a conservation
project be matched by nonfederal money.
However, due to the importance of the
breeding waterfowl habitat in Canada, a
decision was made not to require matching
funds from Canadian sources. Therefore,
projects in Canada have been matched by
conservation dollars from the U.S.
The current authorization of funding for

the North American Wetlands Conservation Act does not expire until September
30, 2012. We simply cannot wait to make
this change because our contribution to the
fund is becoming increasingly unequal, and
will continue to grow until the authorization expires.
Each year, Congress appropriates money
for projects to purchase, enhance, protect
and restore wetlands in Canada, Mexico
and the U.S. Over the past 20 years this
program has funded more than 1,600 projects to conserve more than 20 million acres
of wetlands and associated uplands across
North America.
According to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the North American Wetlands
Council has approved conservation projects
in Canada worth nearly $70 million during
its current five-year funding cycle which
began in 2007. This means $70 million in
private matching funds must be provided.
My bill allows our Canadian conser-

vation partners to contribute funds for
important wetland projects north of the
border.
Additionally, this legislation has been
vetted and endorsed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and members of the North
American Wetlands Conservation Council,
including Ducks Unlimited, the National
Audubon Society and the American Bird
Conservancy. These endorsements of H.R.
3433 have been vital to the bill’s success in
Congress thus far.
I’m pleased the House passed this legislation, and given the overwhelming interest
in protecting wildlife habitats, we shouldn’t
waste another moment or dime in failure to
act on this legislation now that it has been
sent to the Senate for approval.
I look forward to testifying before the
Senate Committee on Environment and
Public Works, Water and Wildlife subcommittee on the importance of this legislation
November 2.

A toddler’s code of conduct
COMMENTARY

by Audrey Thomasson
Recently, members of the
White Stone Woman’s Club had
an opportunity to air their frustrations about a topic that bugs
all of us—rude behavior. It was
a polite forum in which speaker
Ginger Philbrick, the local guru
of etiquette and all things proper,
compared rude and acceptable
behavior through the centuries in
her talk, ‘Has rude changed?’
I found some of the “acceptable” behaviors of the past amusing and decided to run it by my
editor.
I asked him if he knew that in
the 1400s it was perfectly proper
to wipe your hands on the tablecloth.
“You mean we can’t do that
today?” he replied.
I ignored him and continued.
Before we became a nation,
men wore hats at the dining
table in order to tuck their long
hair under headgear and out of
their food. I eyed his long locks
and even longer beard. (Hmmm,
maybe I’ll get him a hat for
Christmas, I thought).
“I’m not cutting my hair,” he
barked and went back to work.
The White Stone ladies were
much more gracious in their
responses. That is, until Philbrick
decided to take questions from
the floor and opened a Pandora’s
Box of grievances from women
fed up with the rude behavior
in children, children who don’t
show respect for adults, parents
that don’t discipline their disre-

spectful kids and the rudeness of
young people with cell phones
glued to their ears.
The ladies hit on many of
the general frustrations. Yet, I
couldn’t help but apply it to the
current political scene...which
made me wonder: Do we expect
more of our children than we do
of our leaders?
When children see a U.S. Representative blurt out “You lie!”
in the middle of the president’s
address to a joint session of Congress, why are we surprised when
students don’t show respect to
their teachers or other adults?
When politicians run cam-

paigns that distort facts or spread
lies about their political opponent,
what message are they really
sending impressionable kids? Or
adults, for that matter?
And when town hall meetings
dissolve into screaming matches
and other toddler-like behavior,
maybe it’s time to review the lessons of our childhood on how to
treat people and the consequences
of bad behavior. Maybe some
adults need a time out.
There are appropriate and
more effective ways to disagree
with others’ views or give your
opinion. Philbrick gave the ladies
of White Stone the best advice for

proper behavior—it begins with
respect, she said.
Respect is a melding of courtesy, civility, and cheerfulness
to others—no matter what their
beliefs, socio-economics, race,
sex or age, Philbrick noted.
Respect for the office, respect
for the opponent, respect for
adults, and respect for children.
It’s a mutual thing.
Call me old fashioned, but I
think my parents’ generation had
the right idea. They taught by
example, and they lived by the
Golden Rule—treat others the
way you would like to be treated.
Manners and civility are
common sense that will never be
out of style.
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DISTRICT 1
UPERVISOR
“A Balanced & Civil Approach for our Future”

Community Rallies
Bertrand - Saturday, October 24th 3–5 pm
Upper Deck Crab & Rib House/Greenvale Creek
Sunday, October 25th 3-5 pm
Morattico - Saturday, October 31 2-4 pm
Heritage Point - Sunday, November 1st 3–5 pm
For more information call 804-462-0893
or email: PleasantsForSupervisor@gmail.com

”Challenged Incumbent Supervisor
and He Declined to Debate Me”
All events are open to the public.
PleasantsForSupervisor@Gmail.Com
Call (804) 462-0893 with any questions.
Authorized by Pleasants for Supervisor
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