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Marina
could get
a face-lift

Fall wildland
fire season
watch begins
CHARLOTTESVILLE—The fall
wildland fire season in Virginia begins
October 15.
Officials with the Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) remind
everyone to be careful with outdoor
fire all year and especially during the
fall and spring seasons when the risk
of a fire escaping is greatest.
“Fall fire season runs through
November 30,” said resource protection director John Miller. “Each
autumn, after the leaves turn color,
they dry out and fall to the ground
creating ‘fuel’ for a wildland fire.
As humidity levels drop and winds
increase this time of year, it doesn’t
take long for a fire to escape.”
From January 1 to October 8, there
have been 865 wildland fires that have
burned 6,950 acres of privately owned
land in the Commonwealth. During an
average year in Virginia, 1,270 fires
burn a total of 10,500 acres.
VDOF records indicate that humans
cause more than 95 percent of wildland fires—the bulk of which are preventable.
In addition to taking safety precautions to prevent a debris burn, campfire or hot ashes from a wood stove or
fireplace from escaping and becoming
a wildland fire, Miller advised motorists to avoid parking their vehicles in
piles of dry leaves.
“The undercarriage of a recently
driven vehicle is hot enough to ignite
a fire that will not only burn the leaves
below but the vehicle as well,” he
said. “Pay attention to your surroundings and keep an eye on the weather
so that you don’t become a wildland
fire statistic.”

by Audrey Thomasson

IRVINGTON—An attorney representing the Irvington Marina said he is
in the process of obtaining bids to clean
up and make repairs to the facility after
receiving a court order releasing funds
from the account of marina owner Andy
Willey, according to Lancaster building
inspector Stephen Daum.
In a letter to the Irvington Town Council last week, Daum reported he was in
contact with Craig Smith, the attorney
working with Willey’s daughter, Cecilia
Willey, and that they are in the process
of obtaining bids “to make repairs to
the covered boat slips, docks, piers and
dolphins.” Smith also said the family is
hiring an electrical contractor to check all
systems at the site and is looking for a
buyer of scrap metal on the property.
“I would consider this to be good progress being made to remedy this situation
and would not require further action
other than monitoring the situation for
continued progress,” Daum wrote.
At last week’s town council meeting,
members voiced concerns that the letter
did not reference deteriorating or longstanding boats in the water and decided
to issue a letter of clarification to the
owners.
“We want to make sure that the scope
of the cleanup is as broad as it can be,”
said council member Gene Edmonds.
“Boats have been located for several
years at the facility without moving. You
can see right through an old fire boat
located at the end of the pier...which has
a large hole in its hull. It is a hazard to
navigation...if it sinks or tips over. Many
in town are fearful of what’s inside the
vessel, such as fuel. If the structure of the
hull is compromised, there could be leakage into the water.”
Edmonds said the facility’s bulkhead
has collapsed within 15 feet of the marina
and the pier is structurally questionable.
He cited a refrigerator secured to the
dock with a bungee cord and warned of
possible contaminents that could seep
into the creek from an old foundry on the
property.
“We need to see some evidence of the
cleanup,” Edmonds said.
Town officials are giving the owners
every opportunity to clean up and repair
the facility and have asked Daum to
report on progress at the November
council meeting, said council member
Dr. Robert Westbrook. He expressed
concerns for the safety of people using
the deterioating piers and covered walkways.
Under the town’s recently adopted
blight code and Virginia’s maintenance
code, the town determined the facility
was a nuisance and potential detriment
to the health and safety of citizens.

Diane Cook, a crew woman on bow watch with the J-24 Rattlesnake, is one of the members of the newly formed
Premier Sailing Women’s Racing Club of Irvington. Co-owner of Premier Sailing, club organizer and Rattlesnake
captain Arabella Denvir said the all-woman crew came in fourth in their fleet on Saturday’s race under very windy
conditions. Photo by Starke Jett

Hospice Turkey Shoot Regatta
skippers experience extremes
by Starke Jett

T

he 2009 Turkey Shoot Sailing
Regatta for boats over 25 years old,
which benefits the Hospice of the Northern Neck, experienced very windy conditions on Saturday and fluky wind on
Sunday.

One racer went overboard, one boat
was dismasted, one sprang a severe leak
when a bottom plank came loose and
several were capsized the first day.
Only six boats finished the race the
second day because light and unpredictable shifting breezes kept them tacking
past the 4 p.m. deadline.

The race has raised over $45,000 for
the charity. It is one of the largest sailing regattas on the bay and had a record
number of boats registered this year at
141, ten more than last year.
For a list of winners and more photos,
see page C4-5. More coverage also
appears at RRecord.com.

Greenvale Creek may be too foul for cleanup
by Starke Jett
LIVELY—Cleaning up the bacteria
from Greenvale Creek so that it will
meet state guidelines for harvesting
shellfish may not be as easy or quick
as some residents have hoped.
Officials with the Department of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR)
and the Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) have spent some six
months preparing a Total Maximum
Daily Load (TMDL) report for the
area. The draft report was presented
to residents of Greenvale, Paynes and
Beach creeks October 7 at St. Mary’s
White Chapel near Lively.
The 32-page report analyzes
sources for the pollution and outlines possible courses of action for
cleanup.
However, one inescapable sentence
concerns the community and the officials.
“Greenvale Creek is the only one of
the three watersheds where it appears
the implementation of the above
actions may be insufficient to meet the
water quality standards.”
“We are not ready to fold our hands
and surrender just yet, but we need
to go into this with our eyes open,”
said TMDL implementation program
coordinator James Martin-Davis of
the DCR.
The cleanup problem was summarized by Martin-Davis as the result
of Greenvale Creek having a much
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“Greenvale Creek is the only one of the three watersheds where it appears the
implementation of the above actions may be insufficient to meet the water
quality standards.”
—Total Maximum Daily Load draft report for Greenvale, Paynes and Beach creeks
higher bacterial load than the other
two creeks. The Greenvale watershed needs to have its current bacteria levels reduced by 81 percent to
meet the strict sanitation guidelines
for harvesting shellfish compared to
14 percent for Beach Creek. All three
creeks meet current guidelines for
swimming.
If the implementation of cleanup
actions, which include education programs for residents, watermen and
boaters, vegetation buffers for shorelines, repair and maintenance of septic
systems, and controlling pet waste
through composting systems, doesn’t
attain the water quality desired, then
the creek may be designated as unusable for shellfish harvesting “due to
uncontrollable sources,” as described
in the report.
Those uncontrollable sources
could be an overabundance of wildlife – from racoons and groundhogs
to geese, ducks and deer. Some
residents at the meeting asked if the
wildlife could be controlled through
hunting and trapping, but officials
deferred that proposal by saying that
wildlife is not typically included in
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TMDL reports because there are too
many variables to quantify populations and impact.
Some residents, including Nick Ferriter, his wife, Jackie, Hap Hadd and
Eddy Whichard, also expressed displeasure at the long process required
to approve the implementation plan
outlined in the report.
“Can’t we accelerate this and do it
countywide or even across the Northern Neck?” asked Ferriter. “Can’t this
be a model for the rest of the ‘Neck?
Let’s get it all done at once.”
Martin-Davis and his associate at
DCR, May Sligh from the Tappahannock office, said the lengthy
procedure, which includes several
workshops and public meetings and
a 30-day comment period after each
one, is necessary to allow as much
citizen input as possible and to examine all variables in the watersheds
as closely as possible. Martin-Davis
said each watershed in the county or
the Northern Neck may have different issues that can’t be covered by a
blanket plan.
“This could be a model process
and model plan, but we don’t know if
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Supervisors
review new
alternative
septic system
regulations
by Starke Jett
HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland County property owners installing alternative septic systems will
face new, more stringent regulations
starting in late 2009 or early 2010,
according to Three Rivers Health District environmental health manager
David Fridley.
He presented the Emergency Regulations for Alternative Onsite Sewage
Systems to county supervisors October 8. The new rules were developed
by the state Department of Health in
2009.
They ensure that “engineered systems,” which typically don’t have just
a septic tank, are operated and maintained properly. They will have to be
inspected periodically by licensed
operators certified by state regulators.
Other new regulations specify property setbacks, performance standards
and laboratory testing procedures.
The regulations involve new personnel, including onsite soil evaluators,
system installers and system operators. All these positions just started
being licensed by the Department of

the factors causing the pollution are
the same for each watershed,” said
Martin-Davis. “And each area has the
same right to public input as the citizens of this area.”
The draft report has a five-year
implementation schedule for the REGULATIONS, continued on page A2
actions outlined. The state officials
were careful to point out that the
estimated budget for all their recommended actions is about $358,000 for
the five-year period.
“There is currently not any identified funding,” said Martin-Davis.
Whichard suggested the septic
system problems, such as pump outs
and repair, would be born by each
landowner and that the county had
already committed to funding the
education programs and the pet waste
disposal site for the area. MartinDavis didn’t agree that the county had
committed any dollars to the cleanup
effort.
Funding and time schedule aside,
the basic facts of the report seemed to
be received well by most of the citizens present. The draft will be avail- WHEELS, a car care supplement
able for viewing and comment at deq. to the Rappahannock Record and
Southside Sentinel, appears inside.
virginia.gov/tmdl.
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THIS WEEK ONLINE:

Hospice Turkey Shoot Regatta
Record staffers covered the annual Hospice Turkey
Shoot Regatta by sky and sea. Visit RRecord.com
for an audio/slideshow.
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Students communicate with
classmate’s dad in Persian Gulf
P

re-kindergarten is all about
making new and meaningful connections— between
friends, family, information
and experiences. Gathered
around a computer, Chesapeake
Academy
pre-kindergartner
Sienna Maske and her classmates made a connection to a
part of the world very different
from their own while on a live
“Skype” feed with her father,
Petty Officer First Class Leroy
Maske, on assignment with the
U.S. Navy in the Persian Gulf.
Pre-kindergarten
teacher
Beth Clark’s primary goal for
the internet broadcast was to
connect Sienna and her father
with her pre-kindergarten experience, and to expose the class
to a foreign culture.
“We planned for the Skype
phone call and video feed by
brainstorming questions we

From left, Lewis Tompkins, Remick Kurtz, Bridger Vanderpool,
Landon Reihs, Ben Pittman and Sienna Maske communicate
with Officer First Class Leroy Maske on assignment with the
U.S. Navy in the Persian Gulf.

wanted to ask,” she said.
The students were curious
about the weather, what the
place looked like, what Maske’s
job was, and what cool tools he
used to perform his job.
Sienna and her classmates

shared with Maske things
about their classroom learning centers, and performed the
“Hokey Pokey.”
“Many of Sienna’s classmates were most concerned
with the separation of her

family and wanted to know
when he was coming home,”
said Clark. “They all seemed
to love the idea of him coming
home for Christmas, and many
hoped to get a chance to meet
him as well.”
The class will stay connected
with Maske throughout the
school year.
“It’s wonderful not only
to see the how Chesapeake
embraces family, but also supports our troops and utilizes
technology in a way that really
sparks children’s interest,”
said Sienna’s mother, Angela
Maske.
The class intends to surprise
Maske with care packages and
involve him as an international
editor when they begin producing books as part of prekindergarten’s Old Grey Mare
Publishing Company.

Regulations to help clean up the bay
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Other action

The board conducted two
separate public hearings concerning new businesses in
Callao. A request for a conditional use permit to open an
office west of the traffic light
at 17635 Richmond Road by
Lon Crow and Mariam Mani,
owners, and James Russell, applicant, was passed
unanimously. Crow said Russell would use the office for
accounting purposes.
The second hearing concerned a lot at the corner of
Harry Hogan and Lodge roads.
The lot had been purchased in

2007 by Edward T. Berry III
and his wife, Robin Berry, who
have other real estate holdings
in the Northern Neck.
Berry said he heard of a
need in the county for affordable rental properties, so he
decided to approach the board
with a request for a conditional
use permit to build a four-unit
apartment building on the
property.
“I thought I would be fulfilling a community need, “said
Berry to the board.
The neighbors are mostly
single-family residences and
those owners were not happy
with the idea. County administrator Kenneth Eades said he
received 25 comments from
concerned residents prior to the

Northumberland school
superintendent reviews the
good and the not so good
by Starke Jett
H E AT H S V I L L E — N o r thumberland school superintendent Clint Stables had good
news and bad news for the
school board members at their
meeting October 12.
The good news was the
system had met all Average
Yearly Progress (AYP) goals
last year and experienced significantly higher Standard of
Learning (SOL) test scores,
especially in middle school
math. The system had also met
all the No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) goals for 2009.
“But we need to continue to
improve to meet the goal of a
100 percent student passing
rate required by 2013,” said
Stables.
The biggest bad news was
that the school system is facing
a $160,000 or greater deficit in
this year’s budget because of
lower than expected sales tax
revenues and a lower than projected average daily attendance
rate (ADM).
The governor’s office had
sent Stables a letter telling him
that he could expect $112,425
less because of the projected tax
revenue shortfall. The school
system had also projected
1,385 students for this year and
are counting only 1,373. That
number would translate into
more than $50,000 less in state
funds.
“It’s not a hard number,” said
Stables. “This number could
become worse. This is the first
time since I’ve been a school
administrator that we’ve gotten
a number like this, this early.”
Stables said the administration will be developing a plan
to deal with the shortfall and
present it at the November 9
board meeting.
“We are going to have some
real hard decisions to make,”
said Stables. “Seventy-five percent of our budget is personnel
costs. There is very little wiggle
room anywhere else.”
He also presented a review
of the school’s six-year plan
started in 2004. The bad news
is that attendance has dropped
by 1.8 percent since last year
and by nearly 40 percent since
the 1960s when over 2,500 students were enrolled.
The good news is that the

system has two new integrated
schools built, with a substantial
cost savings because of shared
facilities. The system also is
ahead of technology goals,
having constructed fiber optic
systems at all schools when
they planned only to have T-1
service installed by now.
Stables reviewed a new phone
system that enables parents to
access a student’s daily homework assignments through a
hotline. The system also allows
parents to talk to teachers
about the student’s progress.
Increased parental involvement
is a priority, he said.
Stables also noted the school
system will continue to seek
increased integration with the
community college system to
provide opportunities to students and adult education participants.
“We want greater cooperation with RCC (Rappahannock
Community College),” said
Stables.
1.812“We
in. don’t want a GED
(General Equivalency Diploma)
to be the final degree.”
The government wears
many hats. We put
them all in one place.
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which will become part of the
state code when they go into
effect.

Looking for one place to get answers
to your questions about government
benefits and ser vices? USA.gov
has you covered. It’s your offi cial
source for government information.

The Lancaster Players
Present

“Steel Magnolias”
by Robert Harling
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old 30,
Sold 23,
7:00pm Social Hour - 8:00pm Curtain

t
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1OuMatinee
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2:00 pm Social Hour – 3:00pm Curtain

continued from page A1

Professional and Occupational
Regulation in 2009.
Fridley said the “emergency”
regulations will be instituted
sometime after a 30-day comment period ending October
28. The regulations will be in
effect for 12 months and then
be replaced by a set of final
regulations.
The rules are one part of the
state’s renewed efforts to clean
up the bay, its tributaries and
the groundwater supply. Fridley estimated there are 60,000
alternative septic systems in
Virginia. The Department of
Health is working on an inventory of all septic systems in the
state.
No action was taken by the
board on the new regulations,

Doug Walker & Sons, Inc.
804-453-3998

meeting, all of which opposed
the plan. Some of them spoke
of their concerns at the meeting
about traffic issues and inappropriate mixed use.
A motion by supervisor
Richard Haynie to deny the
request was passed unanimously without any board discussion. Supervisor Joe Self
abstained, citing a conflict of
interest because he is Berry’s
realtor.

$20 for Adults
Includes complimentary cheese, fruit and crackers platter

At The Playhouse in White Stone
Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776 or
Visit lancasterplayers.org
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Abandon not:
by Starke Jett
HEATHSVILLE—Following
a lengthy hearing last Thursday,
Northumberland supervisors
decided to retain county ownership of two rights-of-way in the
Potomac View subdivision.
In one case, a 20-foot rightof-way, a strip of grassland
which has shrunk from 200- to
155-feet-long because of erosion, runs from Potomac View
Drive to the Potomac River
between two cottages. They are
owned by members of the Katelberg and LaFratta families.
The land was originally
owned by the developer of the
subdivision, Crawley Joyner,
and deeded to the county in
1963 by his heirs.
The adjoining property
owners said they were unaware
of the land being deeded to the
county. The homeowners in the
subdivision had always had the
right to use the easement for
access to the river and that right
was conveyed with the property
when ownership transferred to
the county.
“I don’t understand how
or when the county got it,”
said nearby homeowner Joyce
Melvin. “It has not been used.”
Some 25 family members
and their friends appeared at
the hearing to present their case
for having the county abandon
its ownership. They were represented by attorney Rawleigh
Simmons of Dunton Simmons
and Dunton LLP of Irvington.

Issue originates

The issue was prompted when

Agenda
Local Government News
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
Northumberland planning
commission will at 7 p.m.
tonight (October 15) in the
courts building at 39 Judicial
Place.
The public hearing docket
includes a proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance
to establish a new zoning district.
As proposed, the residential
recreation district (R-6) would
allow medium density residential construction around recreational facilities such as golf
courses, country clubs and/
or yacht clubs/marinas.The
proposed language addresses
the purpose, use regulation
(both permitted and conditional), area regulations, setbacks, frontages, yards, buffers, height restrictions, special provisions for corner lots,
septic regulations, clustering,
signage, minimum off-street
parking and exemptions from
rear yard regulations.
The
proposed
amendment can be viewed at
co.northumberland.va.us.
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Supervisors preserve public access
to river in Potomac View subdivision

“I like public access,” said
supervisor Thomas Tomlin.
A motion by supervisor Richard Haynie to deny the abandonment was unanimously passed.
After the board meeting,
Morgan asked if the county
would be building a pier on
the easement. She was told by
Eades the county has no plans
to make any improvements to
the land.
“Can we believe you?” said
Morgan. “We feel like we have
gone through all this for nothing.”
“You should trust your
county,” said supervisor Joe
Self with a stern look.
Simmons quietly urged his
clients to leave the board room.
Later Bernier said the families
do not plan any further action to
acquire the land.
“As long as they do what they
say and don’t build anything
Edie Bernier asks Northumberland supervisors to abandon an easement adjacent to her we’ll be happy,” said Bernier.
family’s land in the Potomac View Beach subdivision.
“We just want things to stay the
way they have been.”
nearby property owner Betty
Hall approached the board of
zoning appeals (BZA)for a variance to build a pier at the waterfront end of the easement.
Hall was under the impression the land was owned by the
homeowners of the subdivision,
according to county administrator Kenny Eades.
At a May 6 BZA meeting,
Hall was granted the variance
to build the pier. The board also
was unaware the land belonged
to the county when it made that
decision, according to Eades.
The approval was a surprise
to the Katelberg and LaFratta
families, who had planned to
attend the meeting and argue
against a pier being built,
according to family member
Edie Bernier.
They said they did not attend
the meeting because they were
told in a phone call by BZA
administrator H.W. Shirley the
issue would be tabled until June.
They said that they have a tape
recording of the phone message.
Family members also said
they felt “betrayed” by county
officials and the BZA’s decision,
since they were not available to
express their views. They said
a pier would be unsafe and too
close to piers on their properties, among other issues.

“We feel like we have been clear” with the adjoining proprailroaded from the get go,” said erty owners. Any property
Mary Beth Morgan.
rights attached to the “road”
Presenting arguments
are lost permanently.
Her family hired Simmons to
“My clients have a property
argue their case, while Hall and right to these right-of-ways,”
some other property owners said Terry. “The fact that they
in the subdivision hired attor- will lose these rights is stagney Matt Terry of Irvington to gering and frightening. It
represent the case for not aban- will cause them irreparable
doning the right-of-way. The damage.”
attorneys began researching the
After the attorneys finished,
issue and it “came to light” the more than a half-dozen family
land belongs to the county, said members from the adjoining
Eades. This led to the request properties and some friends
for adandonment.
stepped up to the podium to
Simmons argued the ease- argue that it would be in the
ment is too small to be of much county’s best interest to abanuse to the county, that it is don the easement.
unsafe and the adjoining prop- More debate
erty owners have born consid“The county could be exposerable expense to maintain and ing themselves to a lot of probpreserve it over the years. The lems,” said Richard Kastelberg.
neighboring families have cut
“It’s not really that conducive
the grass on the strip since the to public access,” said James
1950s and installed $45,000 Kastelberg.
worth of rip-rap, according to
After hearing these comMorgan.
ments, the attorneys were given
“There is not a whole lot you a second chance to speak again
can do there,” said Simmons. by board chairman Ronnie Jett.
“It is marginal access at best. It
“Keep it under two minutes,”
could become an unsafe situa- joked Jett with a smile.
tion.”
“My clients don’t agree with
Terry said the easement is a pier, but don’t want to deny
defined as a road in the deed access to the community,” said
with the county. He said Vir- Simmons.
ginia code states that when
“There is no wiggle room in
a road is abandoned, the title the statute,” said Terry referautomatically vests “free and ring to the loss of rights. “Why
change this when it has worked
for generations?”
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Dust settles

After closing the public hearing, Jett asked for board comments on the issue.

Next case

Following a second hearing,
Haynie’s second motion to deny
an abandonment of a separate
right-of-way in the same subdivision also passed unanimously.
In Jeffrey Moore’s case, the
easement had some trees on it,
which were threatening his property. He said he had to spend
$2,200 to have them removed
and felt he should acquire the
land to solve the maintenance
issue.
“I still find it curious that
I should pay to take care of
county property,” said Moore in
his futile argument.

Mediterranean Tapestry
August 7-19, 2010
Cruise the Mediterranean
on Holland America’s newest ship
the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Spain, Monaco, Italy,
Greece & Croatia.

Early Promotion Prices
Must be booked by December 30, 2009

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

Kilmarnock

LANCASTER—Planning
commission members will
continue discussions on proposed changes to the industrial zoning (M-1) district at
7 p.m. tonight (October 15),
in the General District courtroom at the county courthouse.
The proposed changes are
part of a review and update
of zoning districts to bring
them in line with current and
future needs. Land use director Don Gill is expected to
provide county maps indicating the locations of property
currently zoned M-1.
KILMARNOCK—The
Lancaster school board will
hold two workshops prior to
its regular meeting Monday,
October 19, in the media center
at Lancaster Middle School on
School Street in Kilmarnock.
A representative of Honeywell will lead a workshop
at 5 p.m. on energy performance savings in the schools.
A second workshop on the
division’s comprehensive plan
involves a two-year assessment
of objectives and performance
on instruction and meeting
goals.
Following the workshops,
the board will open its regular
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Superintendent Susan Sciabbarrasi is
expected to update the board
on possible state cuts affecting the current school budget
and report on the district’s state
accreditation standards results.
She also will report on pupilteacher ratios in elementary
classrooms.
Col. Michael Hall will report
on the JROTC program at the
high school.

Boxwood Wreaths & Trees
Jams, Pickles & Vinegars
Baked Goods & Fudge
Boutique & Jewelry
Cheddar Cheese

Sat.
Nov. 21

Christmas Items
Gift Baskets
Cookbook
Snack bar

8:30am-12:30pm

LANCASTER
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Donation based on total of transactions
will be made to

Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department
Event held at the

Kilmarnock Vol. Fire Department
on School Street in Kilmarnock

Raffle

HISTORYLAND
Community
Workshop
Get ready for the holidays!
Come join us at the sale!

All proceeds go to scholarships and local education!

October 16th, 17th, 18th & 19th
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Northumberland Red Cross
thanks donors and volunteers
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland County Chapter
of the American Red Cross
held a blood drive October 6 at
First Baptist Church in Heathsville.
“As a first-time host for the
event, we want to thank Charles
Butler and all his volunteers
including Shirley Butler, Diane
Redmond, Evelyn Harvey, and
Gloria Dublin for making the
drive a huge success. We also
want to thank our loyal volunteers Rick Skelton, Joan
Clements, Ellie Knight, Ann
LeKander, Gordon Page, and
Julie Pritchard,” said chapter
president Kitty Creeth.
Other volunteers who work
outside the drive and continue
to provide support by delivering posters and flyers include
Harold “Zeke” Hurst, Dick
Goertmiller, Philip Smith, Bill
Kirby, Sherry Fisher and Blake
Patrick Smith, said Creeth. A
special thanks goes to Dick
Saxer and Dick Wiley from
the Lions Club who put up and
took down four large signs in
the county, she said.
“We had 80 donors with 75
units collected,” said Creeth.
“There were 11 high school
students who were first-time
donors. They are to be commended, and we hope they
will continue to attend our
drives.”
Donors included Robin
Hudnall, Willie Toulson, Betty
Dillingham, Ola Nash, Odessa
J. Roane, Joan Kroll, Irene

Red Cross
chapter names
interim director

N

orthumberland
County Red Cross
board chair Shirley Grant
has taken on a new volunteer position as interim
executive director.
The chapter urges residents to take the simple
steps of covering coughs
and sneezes and washing
their hands more carefully to prevent the spread
of flu, said Grant. More
information is available on
both the seasonal flu and
H1N1 at the chapter office
at 59 Monument Place, the
Northumberland County
Public Library and redcross.org/pandemicflu.
The Northumberland
County Red Cross office
hours are 1 to 4 p.m. Tuesdays, and 9 a.m. to noon
Wednesdays and Thursdays.
The office phone number
is 580-4933.

Haley and Bett Harrison.
Also, Sarah Sinclair, Michal
D. Silagyi, Charles M.Butler,
Stanley Norris, Jim Schmalz,
Warren Blackwell, Marie A.

Darr, Rick Skelton and Ellen
E. Thomas.
Also, Ellen Muddeman, Kitty
Creeth, Carole Ellis, Brenda G.
Loper, Rita Constable, Gladys
L. Holmes, Judith M. Clark,
James W. Smith, Albert L.
Jones and Robert E. Holley.
Also James Poore, Susan G.
Foxhall, David Ebersole, David
E. Machen, Jared Madison,
Gordon Page, Kelly Summer,
Thomas Raine, Jim Rankin and
W.W. Bryant.
Also, Margaret C. Willis,
Kim Kinkdall, Kaitlyn Hand,
Jane Michie, Ellie Knight,
Evelyn B. Harvey, Sandy Saxer,
William A. Bracker and Christopher D. Haislip.
Also, Joan Clements, Terence
Cooper, Amanda Bridgeford,
Miranda Payne, Sylvia Nelms,
Charles Howard, Ruth Cooper,
Jesus Duarte and Angelo Nicastro.
Also, Alexis Young, Yunlen
Cruz, Andrea Demarco, Helen
Watson, Brenda Johnson, Tina
Jett, De’Andre Muse, James
Slater, David Jett and Philip
Smith.
Also, Wayne Zambella,
Clarice Howard, Howard Ray,
DeVonte Thorton, Marian
Nash, Robert E. Nash, Leonard
Rock, George Smoot.
Also, Anne S. Cerek, Glenn
Fallin, Joshua Boyd, Jaimi
Hughes, Dris Miles, Gaberiel
Gillette and Davis Roberts.
The next drive will be
December 8 at St. Stephen’s
Anglican Church.

Government leaders and restaurant
owners count down to smoking ban
RICHMOND —With just
about 50 days to go before the
Commonwealth’s
landmark
smoking ban goes into effect,
Gov. Tim Kaine recently joined
dining patrons and community
leaders across Virginia to highlight Virginia restaurants that
have already gone smoke-free.
The new law takes effect
December 1 and will prohibit
smoking in nearly all restaurants across the Commonwealth. Gov. Kaine and State
Health Commissioner Karen
Remley, M.D., MBA, toured
Panera Bread in Norfolk, Perly’s Restaurant & Deli in Richmond, Table 50 in Roanoke,
and El Pueblo Restaurant in
Burke.
They are among the 70 percent of Virginia fast-food and
full-service restaurants that
are now smoke-free, according
to the Virginia Department of
Health (VDH).
“This historic public health
measure will only enhance
the high quality of life Virginians have come to enjoy by
protecting restaurant patrons
and employees from the serious health risks of secondhand smoke,” said Gov. Kaine.
“With a growing number of
Virginia restaurants that have
already found they can be both
smoke-free and successful, I
encourage other restaurants to
go smoke-free before December 1 to immediately protect
restaurant-goers and workers
alike.”
By enacting a ban on smoking in the Commonwealth’s
bars and restaurants, Virginia
joins the 27 states and the District of Columbia which have
already passed similar legislation. Virginia’s law permits
narrow exceptions for private
clubs and restaurants with designated smoking rooms that are
structurally separate and independently vented from nonsmoking dining rooms.
Since the legislation passed
earlier this year, VDH has been

Costume Contest
Date: Saturday, October 31st
Time: Judging Promptly at 6 p.m.
Location: Gazebo, Irvington Commons

Goodie Bags for All!

For questions or more information, please call Diane Cook at 804-438-5485
or Denise Robertson at 804-438-6014

Gov. Tim Kaine chats with Perly’s Diner owner Gray Wyatt. At
111 East Grace Street, Perly’s is an example of a successful
restaurant that has been smoke-free since 1998

working with health care organizations, members of the restaurant and hospitality industry, other state agencies and
local governments to develop
common sense, cost-effective
policies and procedures to
implement and enforce the
ban.
Secondhand
smoke
is
responsible for as many as
1,040 adult deaths per year
in Virginia, according to the
health department. In addition,
the Campaign for Tobacco Free
Kids estimates the Commonwealth spends $105.3 million
a year on healthcare expenditures related to exposure to
secondhand smoke.

“This flu season is a good
time for smokers to quit,” said
Dr. Remley. “Smokers often
suffer chronic ailments and
are at greater risk for complications from influenza. With
H1N1 influenza circulating
this fall in addition to seasonal
flu, we hope smokers will
make the healthy choice for
themselves and their families
of quitting in advance of the
smoking ban.”
For more information on the
upcoming smoking ban, visit
vdh.virginia.gov.
Smokers who want to go
smoke-free can get help
through the Quit Now Virginia
hotline, 800-784-8669.






Display Advertising:
Monday @5 p.m.

The sale will be
November 12, 13 & 14

804.435.1701

Halloween
Plus...
Most Bewitching Pet Costume
Most Dazzling Grown-Up Costume

Put your used books to work for a good
cause. Contributions are needed
for the next
Friends of LCL Book Sale.

News:
Tuesday @ NOON

Presents

3 prizes awarded in each catagory!
0-2 years
7-8 years
3-4 years
9-10 years
5-6 years
11-12 years

Rappahannock
Record
Deadlines
Classiﬁed Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON
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“Combine your debit card
and credit card points
for greater value.”

Anchoring financial dreams for 100 years
1-866-593-2200 • www.nnsbva.com

April Gaskins
Lead Teller
Burgess Branch



We
don’t accept magazines or Readers
Digest.
We thank everyone for their

generous contributions!
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Lancaster Community Library
235 School St.
Kilmarnock, Virginia
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SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett reported the
arrest of nine individuals during
the the past week.

Felonies

LANCASTER COUNTY CRIME SOLVERS

Felonies:

Not guilty verdict

In the September 24-25 Lancaster County Circuit Court
trial involving sexual rape and
molestation of a minor child
charges against defendant
Douglas Timothy Clark, a jury
found the accused not guilty
on four charges. Judge Harry T.
Taliaferro III dismissed six other
charges on a defense motion to
strike.

Activity report

Oct. 6 : Staff responded to the
area of Old Fairgrounds Way
to assist the Kilmarnock Police
Department (KPD) with the
foot pursuit of a shoplifting suspect (arrest made by KPD of a
25-year-old Heathsville man for
inhaling intoxicants and dumping trash on highway or private
property). Staff responded to
a disturbance call in the 10400
block of Jesse Dupont Highway
and received a larceny report
from the 10400 block of Jesse
Dupont Highway (2 pool cues
taken, valued at $1,300).
Oct. 7 : Staff responded to a
domestic assault on Dragon Fly
Drive, received a walk-in complaint of a mental health emergency and received a report of
the theft of a ladder ($300 value)
from the 3600 block of Irving-

SEA
RESCUE

A
31-year-old
Burgess
woman was charged October 5
with driving while her license
was suspended.
A 32-year-old Callao man
was charged October 5 with
giving false information to law
enforcement.
A 39-year-old Callao man
was charged October 5 with
shoplifting goods from a Callao
area business.
A 41-year-old Heathsville
man was charged October 5
with shoplifting from a Burgess
area business.
A 24-year-old Heathsville
man was charged with failure to
obey a court order.
A 61-year-old Callao man
was charged October 8 with two
counts of petit larceny from a
Callao area business.
A 26-year-old Weems man
was charged October 11 with
driving while intoxicated.

emergency on Lumberlost Road Neck Road, and with assistance
and to a property line dispute from VSP to a domestic disturon Windmill Point Road. Staff bance on Buttercup Lane (EMS
checked on the well-being of a required).
Keep Safe program participant
Oct. 12 : Staff responded
after prearranged telephone to a mental health emergency
contact could not be made (no involving an edged weapon on
emergency services needed) Paynes Creek Road, with EMS
and investigated a suspicious to a medical emergency in the
person complaint in White 5100 block of Mary Point Road
Stone. Shortly after 11 a.m., the and with WSPD to a commersheriff’s office was flooded with cial burglary on Rappahannock
telephone calls about an Amber Drive. Staff received a larceny
Alert for an infant abduction in report on Hoecake Road (theft
the Mollusk area. The sheriff’s of a deer stand, valued at $80)
office received no such report. and responded to a larceny comWhen contacted by the chief plaint on Carters Creek Road
deputy, the Amber Alert sec- (unfounded, civil in nature).
tion of the Virginia State Police
The sheriff’s staff also conadvised that no such report had ducted 16 traffic stops during
been received by that agency the week, issued three sumnor had any such Amber Alert monses, assisted three motorbeen posted by the state police. ists, received five reports of deer
The local radio station was noti- strikes, provided traffic control
fied immediately and asked to once, responded to a building
broadcast an announcement that alarm, served two mental health
the alert was false.
orders and conducted two prisOct. 10 : Staff responded with oner transports.
The
KPD and VSP to a noise violation complaint on North Main Fire calls
Street (carry-over crowd from
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Lancaster Landing). While Fire Department responded
making routine business checks, twice to fire alarms on Waterstaff discovered an open busi- bury Road and to traffic acciness door after regular hours dents on Old Fairground Way
on North Main Street (store and North Main Street. The
Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts
searched, owner contacted, no Kilmarnock and White Stone
18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783
loss reported). Staff received a Volunteer Fire Departments
report of a burglary and grand responded to an electrical fire
larceny from Reynolds Garage on Wilson Lane. White Stone
(theft of radio from a vehicle, and Kilmarnock units were
valued at $200), received an joined by the Upper Lancaster
assault by threat complaint Volunteer Fire Department in
from a Brook Lane resident responding to a structure fire on
and responded to an open door/ James Wharf Road.
possible burglary complaint
on Levelfields Lane, a traffic
Northumberland County
accident on private property in Sheriff
Chuck Wilkins
Irvington, with KPD to a sin- reported charges against ten
gle-vehicle accident on James individuals last week.
B. Jones Memorial Highway
BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN
and to a destruction of property
The right health plan
complaint on Brent Court.
The Transvaal government in South
at the right price?
Oct. 11 : Staff responded to
Africa paid $750,000 for the Cullinan diaa loitering after business hours
mond in the rough and gave it to England’s
Let us help you choose.
complaint at a White Stone convenience store, investigated a
King Edward VII on his 66th birthday. It was
Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
suspicious persons complaint on Call
(2-14) mailed to London by ordinary parcel post!
andyour
Small
localEmployer
AuthorizedGroup
Anthem
Beechwood Drive, responded agent
today tolearn more.
Insurance
A diamond, whatever the size, is the
with KPD to a suspicious
person complaint on Irvington
perfect
gift for anyone, for any occasion.
Michael
B. Callis
For more information
please call:
Road, with KPD to a domestic
804-462-7631
Your Name Here
Come in and let us show you our diamonds
trespass complaint on Rose8674
Mary Ball Rd.
123-456-7890
neath Avenue, to a protective
and other gems.
Lancaster,
Your Address VA
Here
order violation on Beechwood
Drive; with assistance from
KPD and VSP to a fight call
involving weapons
on Buzzards
Our service
areaof
is Virginia,
excluding
the cityofofVienna
Fairfax, the
Our service area is Virginia, excluding
the city
Fairfax,
the town
and the area east

ton Road. Staff responded to a
complaint of the theft of a dog
from Benson Road (unfounded),
responded with Virginia State
Police (VSP) to a traffic accident near River and Bewdley
roads, responded to a trespass
complaint on Benson Road and
received a report of a drunk/
reckless driver in the area of
Devils Bottom and Mary Ball
roads. Staff received a report
of the theft of copper from the
1900 block of Windmill Point
Road (#1 copper tubing, valued
at $500) and checked on the
well-being of a Turner Lane
resident at the request of a concerned citizen (no emergency
services needed).
Oct. 8: The investigation
of the wounding of an officer during firearms training
on Sept. 29 revealed that the
incident was accidental. The
matter was reviewed internally
and reported to the attorney for
the Commonwealth. No criminal charges will be filed in this
incident. The wounded officer is expected to return to full
duty in mid-November. The
officer involved in the incident
was placed on administrative
leave pending the outcome of
the investigation, and has been
returned to duty.
Staff responded with KPD to
an assault victim calling from a
North Main Street convenience
store (incident occurred in Northumberland County). The student resource officer responded
to LHS on a complaint of a
student cursing and abusing a
bus driver. Staff responded to a
trespass complaint at LMS, an
E911 disconnect call on King
Carter Drive (no emergency
services needed), with KPD to
a fight call on Chase Street and
to a disturbance call on Russell
Lane involving a motorist and
several juveniles with paintball
guns.
Oct. 9 : Staff responded to a
domestic disturbance on Weems
Road, intercepted a motorcyclist
reported as driving recklessly
by a motorist and responded to
an unknown problem complaint
at LHS (unfounded). Staff
responded with the White Stone
Police Department (WSPD)
to an open door/possible burglary complaint on River Bluff
Road, with Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) to a medical

Aruba

JEWELRY
FACTS

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Jamaica

Florida

town of Vienna,
and the
area east
Statetrade
Route 123.
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross
and Blue
Shield
isofthe
name of Anthem Health
Anthem
Blue Cross
Shield
is the trade
AnPlans of Virginia, Inc. An independent
licensee
of and
theBlue
Blue
Cross
and name
BlueofShield
Association.
them Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee
BRKSCG (10/01)
ED: 12/02
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
®
Registered marks Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Bahamas

Palm Springs

Miami

St. Barts

St. Thomas

24 West Church Street
1/2 block from Main Street
435-2200 • 10-5 M-Sat

Belize

Resort,
Casual &
Special Occasion

Bermuda

Smith Point Sea Rescue
assisted numerous boaters
during September and the first
days of October, according to
member Andy Kauders.
Rescue I and Rescue II on
ck
ar no
the Great Wicomicoin KilmRiver
responded to four calls and conducted a training mission.
On September 16, a boat ran
aground at the entrance to Hull
Creek.
On September 19, a boat
with three aboard lost its prop
and was towed to Smith Point
Marina.
On September 27, a 27-footer
with two aboard picked up a
crab pot on their prop and freed
themselves. They were followed
to port.
On October 4, a 17-footer
with four aboard experienced
engine failure and were towed
to Coopers Landing.
On September 24, Smith
Point Sea Rescue conducted a
night training mission.
Rescue III on the Coan River
responded to four calls.
On September 16, assisted by
Rescue I, crews refloated a boat
at the entrance to Hull Creek.
September 26, security and
patrol was provided for Northern Neck Sailing Association
Regatta.
On October 4, at the request of
the Sheriff’s office a boat with a
heart attack patient was directed
to a waiting rescue squad.
On October 4, a 28-foot sailboat with four aboard was towed
to Olversons.
Smith Point Sea Rescue can
be reached 24/7 by calling on
channel 16 or by calling 911.

Misdemeanors

Hawaii

A 19-year-old Chestnut Point
Road woman was charged October 6 with using profane/threatening language over the public
airway.
A 29-year-old woman and
a 37-year-old man were each
charged October 7 with domestic assault and battery.
A 26-year-old Light Street
man was charged October 8
with using profane/threatening
language over the public airway.
A 50-year-old Carlsons Road
woman was charged October 9
with failure to appear in court.
A 37-year-old Avon Street
man was charged October 9 with
violation of probation.
A 48-year-old Beechwood
Drive man was charged October
11 with trespassing in violation
of protective order.
A 36-year-old Buttercup Lane
man was charged October 12
with domestic assault and battery.

bike is described as a white and blue 2000
Suzuki model/DRS400.
Sometime between August 14 and September 2, a dirt bike was taken from 2786
Morattico Road. The bike is described as a
red, white and blue 1993 Honda 50cc Dirt
Biker.
Report related information to Crime Solvers at 462-7463. You will not have to give
your name or appear in court. If your information is useful to law enforcement, you
could receive a reward up $1,000.

Kilmarnock

Misdemeanors:

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks
information regarding three crimes.
On September 26, a residence was broken
into at 3073 Regina Road. Items taken from
the home include a Play Station III, play station game Madden Football, MBA live 2009
play station game, and MLA the show 2008
play station game.
On August 26, a motorcycle was stolen
from a residence at 1729 Morattico Road.
The owner advised the bike was taken
between noon and around 7:30 p.m. The

Aruba

Gregory A. Pratt Jr., 18, of
Paynes Creek Road was charged
October 10 with breaking and
entering, unauthorized use of
a vehicle (both felonies) and
destruction of property in connection with a commercial burglary at Reynolds Garage.

Mark Stacey Rouse Sr., 21,
of Callao was charged October
2 with a Circuit Court probation
violation.
Gladys M. Hall, 26, of Burgess was charged October 11
with hit and run and reckless
driving.
Christopher Oliver Berry,
28, of Heathsville was charged
October 11 with a third offense
of driving while intoxicated
within 10 years, although not all
within 5 years, resisting arrest
and driving without an operator’s license.

200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529
Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

Lottsburg Fall Festival
at

Allison’s
Hardware
Saturday, Oct. 17 • 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Jamaica

Greenpoint Nursery
... an eclectic collection for
aesthetic reflection.

462-0220
Interior Design

the

Home Accessories
Home Furnishings
Gourmet Food & Gifts

462-6260
... we’re in lovely uptown Lively on Route 3

Tuesday-Saturday 11 - 5

• Pumpkin painting
• Moon Bounce
• Buzzie the Clown
• Pennington Seed on-site soil testing
• Northern Neck Master Gardeners
• Music – Food – Crafts
Rt. 360 in Lottsburg, Va.
(804) 529-7578 • www.allisonsacehardware.com
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Let’s think
outside the box

by Robert Mason Jr.

T

he world’s best potato chip
has found me. Really. I
wasn’t out looking for the best
chip. I was quite satisfied with
my Wise BBQ chips.
Although difficult to find on
local shelves for awhile, they’re
back on the rack at Tri-Star
Supermarket in Kilmarnock.
Even during the brand’s brief
absence locally, they were still
available in surrounding markets.
More than once, Lee Davis of
Tri-Star would pick up a bag or
few on his travels and bring them
back to some of the regular chip
connoisseurs.
I’ve been a fan of Wise BBQ
Chips since I was old enough to
run across the street to the grocery store.
As chips go, they’re on the oily
side and the seasoning is tangy.
Chips are considered a snack
food. However, they’re what I
call a grudge food. Eating them
puts you out there on the fringe
of things.
They’re one of those foods that
taste so good they have to be bad.
It’s an outlaw thing.
They have been from the
beginning.
According to chip lore, they
were created by an Adirondack
Indian, George Crum, a chef at
Moon Lake Lodge resort in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., in 1953.
Apparently, he had a picky
diner who demanded extremely
thin-sliced fried potatoes. After
sending several plates out that
weren’t thin enough, Crum, out
of spite, whipped out his sharpest
knife, sliced off some paper-thin
potatoes, dipped them in a kettle
of boiling fat, fried them crisp,
covered them in salt and served
them up.
The guest loved them, they
were added to the menu and the
popularity of Crum’s Saratoga
Chips spread. Beer sales also
increased immediately.
Eventually, some marketing
genius began experimenting with
spices and flavors and barbecue
chips were born.
So, I was visiting my sister,
Becky, in Clover Hill. We got the
munchies and she passed around
a bag of Martin’s Bar-B-Q
Waffle chips.
And that’s how the best potato
chip in the world found me.
As chips go, they’re on the
dry side and the seasoning is
flavorful.
The chips are thick and large.
When you open the bag, you find
more chip than crumbs. That
adds value to any bag of snacks.
They were developed in 1941
by potato farmers Harry and
Fairy Martin, who were looking
for ways to market their excess
crop.
From their kitchen to a small
factory and fresh market stands
in York County, Pa., the family
business grew. In the 1970s they
sold the business to Ken and
Sandy Potter. A second generation of Potters runs the business
today.
The chips are produced in a
75,000-square-foot facility in
Thomasville, Pa. They have limited delivery to stores in Virginia;
however, they can be ordered by
the case at martinschips.com.
As they say in Thomasville,
“Munch with Martin’s.”

Sunning and swimming
Maggie enjoys the Indian summer, relaxing after a swim on the Little Wicomico River.

Photo by Kerri Burton
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point.

Healthcare Reform:

A View From The Front Line
by James L. Wright, MD, PhD
(Part two of a four-part series)

Medicare may be sick, but recovery is possible
As noted in part one, I support a continued role for
government in providing healthcare for the elderly,
but I also support major reform in the way the government manages healthcare funding.
As we have all heard, Medicare is financially troubled, and some have predicted the end of Medicare
within a generation. How could we better manage
Medicare?
We could allow the government to bargain for
lower drug prices at an estimated savings of $21
billion per year. We could change incentives so that
physicians are rewarded for good results, not simply
for seeing more patients and doing more procedures.
Since primary care specialties deliver quality care
at lower cost than specialists, incentives should be
created to attract more medical students to medical
fields such as Family Medicine and Internal Medicine. Incentives could include loan forgiveness programs for medical students entering primary care
fields, and re-balancing payments so that primary
care is rewarded more and specialty care rewarded
less. In this way, primary care doctors can spend
more time with fewer patients, decrease paperwork
and have a quality of life that attracts instead of
repels most medical students.
Malpractice reform is another major area which
could lower costs for all healthcare, not just Medicare. If nothing else, we could create medical malpractice courts – specialized courts in which decisions are made based on the facts of a case and not
the emotions of the jury. This could have the effect
of both lowering malpractice costs (so that doctors
could better tolerate a cut in reimbursement) and
changing a medical culture which over-treats and
over-tests out of fear of being sued.
And finally, we need to re-visit the issue of how to
limit spending on futile care at the end of life. Life
is precious, but it is also finite. To hasten its ending
is immoral, but to ignore the inevitable is to make
an idol out of life. Christians believe that although
life is good, it is secondary to our chief aim, that of
worshiping and enjoying God.
When one insists that the doctors “just do everything” in every situation, then continued respirations and heartbeats become our chief goal, often
displacing God as that which drives our actions and
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our thoughts. Recognizing the existence of both life
and death is a task to be shared by patient, family
and doctor. In many cases at the end of life, decisions must be made as to what medical interventions
serve to extend life, and what measures serve merely
to prolong dying.
These decisions are complicated and gut-wrenching and doctors need to be encouraged to have these
tough and time-consuming conversations with
patients and families. Once we get past the “death
panel” panic of ‘09, we need to revisit how we can
help to finance Medicare by spending on care which
enhances and prolongs life rather than that which
simply prolongs the dying process.
None of these are my ideas, but from where I sit
as a specialist in elder care, these are some of the
best and brightest hopes for financing Medicare so
that the time-honored role of government run healthcare can continue to flourish in America. Now, what
about the rest of us?
James L. Wright, MD, PhD is a physician specializing in long-term care as well as a candidate for
the Masters of Arts in Theological Studies at Union
Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond. He is currently
working on a book about identity change in dementia entitled Love Endures.

bly who will put aside ideology
and partisan bickering to work
for those they are elected to
The October 8 edition car- serve.
David E. Evans and
ried a letter, “Healthcare: by
Elizabeth A. Evans, Lancaster
right or only for those who can
afford it?”
The writer argues that Rebuttal
healthcare for profit reduces
Several letters to the editor
resources and raises costs and that appeared in the October
that healthcare should be con- 8 issue accuse Catherine Crasidered a right.
bill of “negative campaignAs to the evils of profit, ing,” “fabricating groundless
profit is the difference between innuendo,” “falsehoods.”
revenue and the costs to proThe writers also accuse
duce that revenue. If the writer her of “character assassinahad never “made a profit” in his tion.” The articles perpetrate
career, then he never took his exactly what they are accusfamily on a vacation, bought ing her of doing. In fact, the
Christmas presents for his kids letters do not present a shred
or saved for retirement for these of factual evidence.
things, which are expenses to
So, why not examine some
produce revenue, are paid for facts that cannot be disputed.
from “profit.”
Ask Albert Pollard these
Family practice centers are questions:
closing in many areas because
Why does he not insist that
the doctors who run them can’t our children in Northumbermake a profit. Yet Lasik surgery land elementary, middle and
centers, covered by no insur- high schools have proper
ance plans and not suffering fire protection by housing a
the cost drivers of government fire engine in Heathsville?
management, are thriving while The closest fire engine is in
dramatically reducing costs.
Callao, 20 minutes away and
As to a right to healthcare, they have two engines. This
to declare my “right” to health- is an issue that affects every
care, I must have the “right” to family who has children in
someone else’s labor, which in Northumberland schools.
turn means someone has a right
Why doesn’t he fight the
to seize that labor and force it special interests of poultry
to perform for me – very analo- farmers and others who congous to the right assumed when tinue to pollute the bay?
labor was seized in Africa for
Why is he in support of
use in the Americas.
abortion?
Government entitlements
Why does he oppose parenkill compassion and self-reli- tal consent? If our children
ance. It is our fulfilling a duty are in trouble, we as parents
to be self-reliant that creates the would be the last to know.
capability to act on the second
Why did he vote against
duty to be compassionate. the Marriage Amendment
Arguing that the hungry should twice? Does he support gay
be fed, the homeless sheltered, marriage?
the sick cared for through “entiWhy did he vote against the
tlements” to inevitably wasteful Ten Commandments, prayer
and non-compassionate gov- in school, and parents withernment services is not an act out a college degree homeof compassion, but an escape schooling their own kids?
from it. Let’s start thinking out
Why did he vote against
of the box. Government is not unemployment compensation
always the solution.
for military spouses?
Edgar Doleman,
Ask if he supports socialHeathsville ization of “Health Care.”
Ask if he supports “cap
Add two for Albert and trade.”
Unfortunately, very few of
On November 3, we will you will have the opportunity
cast our ballots for Albert Pol- to ask him these questions in
lard as our representative in the a public forum because he
House of Delegates. Albert has refuses to have a debate with
proven himself to be a hard- Catherine Crabill.
You can visit Catherinecraworking and conscientious
delegate who will continue to bill.com and click on Albert
reach across party lines to find Pollard’s voting record for
common-sense, practical solu- Bill numbers and details or
tions to the difficult challenges search his record yourself.
Let’s deal with the facts as
facing Virginia.
Today, more than ever, we Crabill has.
Rob Roy,
need individuals such as Albert
Reedville
Pollard in the General Assem-

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

I

recently met with several constituents and folks from the greater
Hampton Roads area who have been
affected by toxic Chinese drywall.
During the housing boom, U.S. drywall manufacturers were unable to
keep up with the demand from home
builders and companies began to
import drywall from China.
Many of these products from China,
whether children’s toys or drywall, lack
the oversight and inspection process
that is essential to ensure the safety of
consumers. These homeowners in the
Hampton Roads region have experienced corrosion of copper piping, the

advanced deterioration of appliances,
and even electrical wiring. One homeowner asked me to smell her jacket,
and sure enough the smell of sulfur
was readily apparent from the Chinese
drywall. This is what these folks are
subjected to on a daily basis.
These are citizens who have been
caught in between a lapse in oversight
by Chinese manufacturers and market
forces looking to shore up lacking
supplies. In the process, they have lost
their dream homes, developed health
problems, and many have lost everything inside of their homes.
This is an issue affecting homeown-

ers across the country. Customs officials are on the lookout to stop the
flow of any additional Chinese drywall
to the U.S. However, only 1 percent of
the containers coming in are actually
subjected to inspections.
We must take actions to adequately
monitor all of the materials entering
our country and to help the families
with Chinese drywall. We owe it to
them and others who may be affected
in the future, to fix this issue.
If you or your family is affected by
this problem, please contact one of my
offices and we will do everything we
can to help you.

Excerpts

T

hree notable men of the sea have parted
from our midst recently. Their maritime
careers were very different, but their love of
the water remains a recurring memory for
those who knew them.
Sam Brown was a retired menhaden fisherman who spent most of his life on the
water. He thrived on the smell of the salt air
and the excitement of doing his part to get
his net around a big school of fish. Håe was
a man of tremendous physical strength and
stamina, with an equally kind and gentle
heart. He was a religious man who loved his
family and always had time for his friends.
For many years Sam and his good wife,
Barbara, lived with their four daughters at
Remo where the children manifested their
parents’ good neighborliness by waving
to folks passing by their house. Later the
family moved to Morattico Church and the
children grew up, married and had their
own families, causing many of us to miss
them when passing their old homeplace.
I recall one evening 35 years ago when my
mother slipped and fell on the back stoop of
our house. My father called the rescue squad,
which came immediately, and the attendants
began discussing how best to move my
mother, who was unconscious from having

by Henry Lane Hull
hit her head on the concrete. Sam spoke up, his accent despite more than three decades
saying, “Step aside and let me handle this.” of living in Virginia. He attended the U.S.
Single-handedly he lifted my mother in his Naval Academy, where he and his classmate,
arms, set her on the stretcher, and placed it Bob Sivinski of Sandy Point, graduated in
in the ambulance.
1949. Charlie then served his country as a
Ironically, she began to come to while commissioned officer for 28 years. He held
Sam was moving her, and she smiled at him, various assignments and commands, retirknowing that if one was
ing as a captain. He was
in Sam’s hands, one was
a modest man who did
in good hands indeed. Their maritime careers were not boast of his many
As the nearest hospital
accomplishments, one
then was at Tappahan- very different, but their
who loved the sea, and
nock, off we went, and love of the water remains a
enjoyed sharing the
upon checking her over,
memories of his many
the doctors sent her recurring memory for those
posts in an inimitable
home late that evening.
manner,
constantly
Sam was one of the first who knew them.
punctuated with his
to welcome us back,
unique sense of humor.
wanting to know if he could help in any
In retirement, Charlie came to Lancaster
way. That is one small story among many to make his contribution landside, most
his friends could tell, but it was typical of notably in his tireless labors to enhance
him. He never failed to use his strength and the lives of our animal friends. He worked
countless other talents to be of service to with the Animal Welfare League and the
anyone in need. He truly was a good man. Northern Neck Humane Society on many
Samuel Arthur Brown, June 21, 1939 – programs and causes, helping to raise
September 30, 2009. R.I.P.
money and to do the hands-on physical
––––––––––––––
work of caring for pets in distress. WhenCharlie Smith was another man of the sea. ever a dog or a cat needed a friend, Charlie
He was a native New Yorker, who never lost was there. This man of military discipline

always had a soft spot in his heart for his
fellow creatures and the entire Northern
Neck benefited from his concern for them.
Charles McKinley Smith, Captain, United
States Navy, Ret., August 7, 1926 –October
4, 2009. R.I.P.
––––––––––––––
The third man of the sea was Rick Stilwagen, a former New York police officer, who
retired to live near the Chesapeake Bay
where he could work its waters as a commercial fisherman. He learned the rules,
got his licenses and plunged into life on
the water. He became an active spokesman
for the watermen, and served as secretary
of the Virginia Watermen’s Association. He
could discourse on all marine matters and
particularly enjoyed helping folks in the
field.
For most of the time that Rick was engaged
with the water issues he enjoyed so thoroughly, he also was suffering from recurring forms of cancer. He never let his illness be a burden for his friends, and looked
to and spoke optimistically of the future.
He had found a new life on the Chesapeake
and he treasured every minute of it. He was
a gentleman of and for the water.
Richard Stilwagen, R.I.P.
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YOUR LETTERS
McDonnell has
my support
Having viewed the McDonnell–Deeds debate on television, I am more convinced than
ever that McDonnell should be
our next governor.
As a veteran, a father, and
grandfather, I am impressed by
McDonnell’s steadfast devotion
to his country and his family.
Moreover, McDonnell seems
to be the only candidate talking
about the real issues—jobs, the
economy, transportation, and
fiscal responsibility in government.
Deeds, on the other hand,
seems obsessed with trying
to stir up animosity by raising
social issues. McDonnell has
always been pro-life and profamily. To his credit, McDonnell remains focused on the
real issues.
Virginia really needs new
leadership, so that we can
begin to rebuild what has been
lost under the current administration in Richmond.
McDonnell will have the
strong support of me and my
family on November 3.

Franklin D. Smith,
Morattico

The healthcare
sausage

The current
healthcare
‘reform’ debate confirms the
observation that one should
not watch laws or sausage
being made.
Four bills under consideration cost over one trillion dollars. A fifth bill is now ‘scored’
at a cost of $829 billion and
may reduce the national debt
by $81 billion over 10 years.
These numbers are a conceptual estimate, not a cost analysis of an actual bill. What is
reported, however, is ‘no new
debt.’
The plan levies a 40 percent
excise tax on ‘Cadillac’ plans.
Will this excise tax be paid by
the policyholders or passed
through to others? Will private
holders decide upon a nontaxed alternative?
Nancy Pelosi suggests a
value-added tax to help finance
the plan. The VAT is an invisible tax which raises the cost
of goods to everyone. European countries with socialized
medicine typically have a VAT.
Look out.
No Republican alternative
or significant amendment on
healthcare has been allowed,
yet they are characterized as
the Party of No.
In House and Senate, Democrats will merge their respective bills in secret. After House
passage, the Senate may use
artificial and cynical tactics to
pass its version with a simple
majority.
The legislation will be voted
upon by many like Sen. Carper
(D-DE) who said “I don’t
expect to actually read the
legislative language because
reading (it) is among the more
confusing things I’ve ever read
in my life.”
Thomas Jefferson made an
observation about European
statesmen which perfectly fits
our legislators. “I never yet
found any other general rule
for foretelling what they will
do, but that of examining what
they ought not to do.”
A ‘reform’ bill from this
sausage-making session will
be a triumph for partisanship
and a disaster for America.

Matthew L. Wood Jr.,
White Stone

Build pier
where fish are

look where it’s gotten us. Quit the websites of Mr. Pollard and
hiding behind skirts and debate Ms. Crabill when we got home
the girl, Albert. These excuses Friday night.
The county for many years are just that.
Contrary to the letter writHilda Page, er’s accusations, Ms. Crabill’s
has, without results, sought a
White Stone website was quite specific in
place for a fishing pier for the
residents of the county that
what she stands for. She is
have a desire to fish, but may Crabill for delegate
a staunch conservative and
not have a boat or access to a
I read with amusement last states exactly why she is and
boat ramp to do so.
week’s letters criticizing Cathe- where she stands on significant
I think everyone agrees that a rine Crabill for exposing Albert issues. Mr. Pollard’s website,
fishing pier will be good for the Pollard’s refusal to debate. And on the other hand, contained
county, but have our supervi- then suggested Mrs. Crabill highly generalized statements.
sors found the right location?
discuss the issues.
So we really do not know what
I have kept my boat in AntiIt seems to me that by not he stands for although he idenpoison Creek and travel the debating, Mr. Pollard is the tified himself as a Democrat.
creek often and have never one avoiding the issues like his As the letter writer pointed out,
seen anyone fish in Anitipoison anti-family voting record, but Mr. Pollard chose not to debate
Creek, nor do I know of anyone then Albert is for the bay. So I Ms. Crabill.
that has. Even when weather ask you, what has he done for
Mr. Pollard may be a fine
prohibits fishing in Fleets Bay, the bay?
man and a credit to the NorthI have not seen boats in AntiPoultry waste is the number ern Neck. However, if the letter
poison Creek fishing.
1 pollutant going into the bay. writer’s hateful commentary
For the $60,000 a year fee The poultry producers own is typical of the Pollard camthat they will be spending, the the bird, the food, chemicals, paign’s approach to this race,
supervisors will surely be able and everything about the bird my wife and I will send a conto provide all the information except its waste. How many tribution to Ms. Crabill’s camthey have put together to assure poultry producers are here in paign.
Robert and Diana Thacker,
the citizens that there will be the Northern Neck? None that
Urbanna
enough fish caught on this new I know of. So why won’t Mr.
pier to justify this cost. If not, Pollard introduce legislation
then a fishing pier should not making them responsible for Vote Republican
be built at this location, next their waste. The answer I got
Voters have a clear and easy
to a boat ramp that will stir up was that it would be difficult to choice in November.
mud (may be good for mud get it passed.
The Republican ticket for
toads?).
I’m glad Mothers Against statewide office is the stronContact your supervisor to Drunk Drivers didn’t have that gest and most highly qualified
request any information that attitude when they challenged in years. All three candidates,
they have as to whether fish the alcohol industry.
Bob McDonnell for governor,
can be caught at this location.
For years I’ve heard people Bill Bolling for lieutenant govWe all know there are some fish say they voted for Albert ernor and Ken Cuccinelli for
caught anywhere.
because he’s a good boy. I attorney general, have very
Wayne Cannon, agree, but is that criteria to be strong and productive records
White Stone the District 99 delegate? Of in public office, both in the Vircourse not. Not any more so ginia General Assembly and in
Bay orders
than the letter writer’s outra- their current statewide offices.
President Obama’s Execu- geous suggestion that because
McDonnell has served his
tive Order on September 10 to Albert was Tayloe Murphy’s country in uniform with disrestore the health of the Chesa- aide qualifies him. If that argu- tinction, practiced as a lawyer
peake Bay and its tributaries ment held water, then Monica
has not been given the media Lewinsky, Bill Clinton’s aide,
would be president.
coverage it deserves.
I support Catherine Crabill.
It is noteworthy that President Obama is the first presi- I nominated her at the Repubdent, ever, to issue a directive lican District 99 Convention.
Who was the first female
on the bay and this was his first She overwhelmingly won the best-selling author of the 20th
support of the District at that century?
environmental order.
Consequently, 10 federal convention and she continues
Mary Johnston, born in
agencies have posted draft to have that support. She has Buchanan in 1870 and later a
reports detailing the challenges energized her constituents and resident of Richmond, was a
and suggesting new strategies also many independents with novelist, historian, playwright,
and procedures for what will be her straight talk.
suffragist and anti-lynching
Catherine Crabill is a lady activist.
the largest and most comprehensive bay cleanup, involving of integrity which is needed at
Her 1900 novel, To Have and
six states and D.C., aimed at all levels of politics. She will To Hold, broke existing publishreversing more than 25 years of tackle all issues which face ing records by selling 60,000
relatively unsuccessful restora- District 99 and represent “we copies in advance and more
the people.”
than 135,000 copies during its
tion efforts.
Ken Smith, first week of publication.
The draft reports are availHeathsville
A romantic tale of colonial
able at executiveorder.chesaVirginia, the book proved to
peakebay.net. An integrated Ugly politics
be the biggest popular success
draft proposal will come, folAlthough my wife and I live in since Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852)
lowed by a 60-day public comment period with a target date Urbanna, we have long enjoyed and until Gone with the Wind
of May 12, 2010, for a final crossing the Rappahannock (1936). Two early motion picRiver and visiting Irvington, tures dramatized the book.
comprehensive plan.
We hope this is a priority and White Stone and Kilmarnock.
Johnston was a prolific author
a local, state, and federal gov- Recently, we stopped in White who had turned to writing to
ernment initiative that most of Stone and picked up a copy earn extra income. Between
us will support.
of the Rappahannock Record. 1898 and 1936, she published
John and Barbara Kershner, Frankly, we were shocked by 23 novels, one volume of VirMerry Point the vicious, hate-filled letter.
ginia history, a play and numerMy
wife
and
I
have
never
ous short stories.
Calling for debate
met Ms. Crabill or Mr. PolThe releases of her early hisI love our Neck, but friends, lard nor are we familiar with torical romances were major
it is disheartening to witness the politics of the Northern literary events. Her subsethe deception many harbor Neck. However, if we were to quent realistic and thoroughly
regarding local politics, jump- believe the vitriol contained researched Civil War novels,
ing on the bandwagon to criti- in the letter, Ms. Crabill must including The Long Roll
cize and parrot others views be the anti-Christ herself. Our and Cease Firing, were also
of a candidate they have never interest peaked, we checked immensely successful.
heard speak.
Over the years, her popularity
Friends, this is all Catherine
Crabill is attempting to accomplish—to be heard. Her views
are reforming and her arguFor papers mailed to addresses in Lancaster,
ments compelling. And you
Northumberland, Richmond,
throw stones at her.
Westmoreland
and Middlesex counties:
Why?
Because her party fears her
❑ $25.00 per year
❑ $19.00 per 6 months
refusal to go-along-to-getalong? This is the very reason
For papers mailed to other areas:
we should listen to her.
❑ $36.00 per year ❑ $28.00 per 6 months
I’m sick of politics as usual;

Just Press Play
at RRecord.com

no basis for confidence in office
were they to be elected.
Citizens of the Northern
Neck are fortunate to have a set
of strong candidates with a clear
plan for the future in McDonnell, Bolling and Cuccinelli.
Make sure we don’t make
another mistake in November.
Turn out and vote for your
Republican candidates.

Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

Virginia Vignette

Subscribe to the Record!
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OR: Order an Internet subscription
and download a PDF version of the
entire Rappahannock Record on
your computer! Get it Wednesdays!
❑ $35.00 per year

❑ $24.00 per 6 months

❑ Payment enclosed
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A record 141 monohull sailboats entered the 2009
Hospice Turkey Shoot Regatta, which was held on
the lower Rappahannock River at the mouth of the
Corrotoman this past weekend. Catch the action in our
audio slideshow at www.RRecord.com!

in Virginia Beach, served multiple terms in the House of Delegates and most recently served
as Virginia’s attorney general.
His daughter joined the Army
with his encouragement and
served as an officer in Iraq. He
is a man of strong conservative
principles who has enunciated
a very clear and cogent way
ahead for Virginia.
After a distinguished record
of service in the senate from
Hanover County and the Middle
Peninsula, Bolling has served
four years as lieutenant governor and presiding officer of
the Senate, during which time
he has been the most active and
effective lieutenant governor in
recent memory.
Their opponents, by contrast,
are a very undistinguished lot.
Creigh Deeds was an also-ran
senator no one had ever heard
of, with little or no legislative
record. He has been on both
sides of every issue as a candidate, saying one thing in
Northern Virginia and another
down state. He seems to have
no clear philosophical principles and no defined program
if he were to be elected, beyond
a barely-disguised intention to
raise taxes and throw money at
the problem, the classic Democrat solution.
Poor Virginia, if we were to
get Obama throwing money
out in Washington and Deeds in
Richmond. His only campaign
platform seems to consist of
negative attacks on McDonnell
for some thesis he wrote as a
student 20 years ago.
The other two Democrat
candidates are almost complete
unknowns, people who give us

waned as her writing concerned
itself with the metaphysical
instead of the romantic.
(This Vignette provided
by Clayton McClure Brooks,
National Governors Association post-doctoral fellow in residence at the Woodrow Wilson
Presidential Library. Brought to
you by Encyclopedia Virginia
at the Virginia Foundation for
the Humanities)
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Did Albert Pollard call
JAMES MADISON
‘a knuckle dragger’?
Yes … in a way!
The Internet’s “Urban Dictionary” defines “knuckle dragger”
as a human “evolving back into apes and other primates.” –
“an insult used against those of extremely low intelligence.”
What on earth was Pollard thinking?
James Madison was the fourth president of the United States
and the principal author of our United States Constitution.
Madison also was “the Father of the Bill of Rights” because he
won Congress’s approval of the first Ten Amendments to the
Constitution listing our freedoms as free people living in a free
land.
Pollard lashed out with his ‘knuckle dragger” insult in
response to a remark by Catherine Crabill, his opponent for
the House of Delegates in the Nov 3 election, that voters
should hold public officials accountable to their oaths of
office.
Officials swear “so help me God” to support the Constitution,
Crabill said, but many don’t. With our constitutional right to
vote, she said, “We have a chance to fight this battle at the
ballot box before we have to resort to the bullet box” as
America’s Founding Fathers were forced to do.
Pollard called Crabill “irresponsible,” asserting -- as a news
report had it – that her remark “paints an outdated picture of
Virginia voters.”
“I come from rural Virginia,” Pollard was quoted as saying,
“but we are not a bunch of knuckle draggers. I think that’s an
important message for people in Northern Virginia to hear.”
Knuckle draggers? Northern Virginia?
In Pollard’s mind, “knuckle draggers” must be folks with faith
and trust in God, our Constitution and our Bill of Rights.

Address:____________________________________

Folks like James Madison, George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Richard Henry Lee, James Monroe, Patrick Henry,
George Mason …

City:________________________________________

… and YOU.

State:____ Zip:__________Phone: _____________

Uh … haven’t we had enough of Albert Pollard?

Credit Card No.: ___________________________
Expiration Date: ___________________________

Vote for Catherine Crabill for Delegate
in the General Election on Tuesday, Nov. 3

Signature: _________________________________
Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.
P. O. Box 400 • Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400
Phone 804-435-1701, ext. 16, or email circulation@rrecord.com

Catherine Crabill for Delegate
PO Box 345, White Stone, VA 22578
www.catherinecrabill.com
Paid for and authorized by Catherine Crabill for Delegate
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YOUR LETTERS
Where is
the integrity?

Celebrating National Newspaper Week

This Side of 60...
by Marie Snider

N

Dominoes by candlelight

o one from south-central Kansas will ever forget where
they were when they heard about the 1990 Hesston tornado.
My son, for instance, was with friends in Kansas City
when the evening news showed pictures of a Pizza Hut that
he frequented. All that was standing was a walk-in freezer
where 15 people had sought refuge during the storm.
I, on the other hand, was working late. Unaware that we
were under a tornado watch, I was startled when the loud
speaker at work announced, “We are under a tornado warning. Seek shelter immediately!!”
In the shelter, I found 10 or 15 fellow employees.
We listened with horror as the radio announcer anxiously
reported that a tornado was heading toward Hesston College and was cutting a wide swath of devastation through the
town of 3,500 people.
As I drove home, I heard the announcer say “This is a
killer tornado!”
That “killer tornado” was part of an outbreak that affected
the Great Plains and the Midwest from Iowa to Texas. The
storm spawned 64 tornadoes from March 11 to 13, 1990, and
caused more than a half billion dollars of damage. Amazingly, although the Hesston tornado was on the ground for
more than two hours, only two people were killed.
Fortunately, Hesston College was spared. But one of the
homes destroyed was the home of the college president.
When the president and his wife came up from the basement, their house was gone, but the telephone was ringing.
They looked through the debris and retrieved the phone. It
was his mother from Iowa inquiring about their well-being.
I recalled that “urban legend” last Saturday, when our
unusual spring ice and snow storm left us without power.
I tried to call my son to find out whether he had electricity.
And to my surprise, my new telephone was useless without
electricity.
Years ago, before electricity had reached our farm in
northern New York, it didn’t matter if the snow drifts towered eight-feet-tall. We could always take the receiver down,
crank our telephone and talk to our neighbors.
Maybe technology has gone too far. Too far for creating
functional lives and too far for the environment. Why does a
telephone have to use electricity?
It happened that Saturday, March 28, was the second
worldwide “lights out” Earth Hour, as 4,000 cities and towns
in 88 countries dimmed their lights from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. to
highlight the threat of climate change.
Beginning in New Zealand, the great monuments of the
world were darkened time zone by time zone – the most
prominent 2008 Olympic venues in China, the Great Pyramids and the Sphinx of Egypt, the Louvre and Notre Dame
Cathedral in Europe, the U.N. headquarters in New York, and
McDonald’s arches at 500 locations in the United States.
U.N. Secretary Ban Ki-moon called Earth Hour “a way for
the citizens of the world to send a clear message: They want
action on climate change.”
And action begins at home. Owning a telephone that
doesn’t require electricity. Unplugging your electric toothbrush when it doesn’t need to be charging. Turning off the
non-essential lights. Running appliances during non-peak
hours. Turning off your computer when not in use.
And joining Earth Hour like our family did, playing dominoes by candlelight.
Copyright 2009 Marie Snider

Tree identification
guide is available
The Arbor Day Foundation offers an easy-to-use
tree identification booklet to
help people identify trees in a
simple step-by-step process.
What Tree Is That? features
advanced, hand-drawn botanical illustrations highlighting
the distinctive characteristics
of many tree species. Recreational and professional
arborists have called this
pocket field guide one of the

most user-friendly resources
to have at their fingertips.
The Arbor Day Foundation
identifies trees in Virginia and
throughout the Eastern and
Central regions of the U.S.
To obtain a tree identification guide in full color, send
name, address and $5 for
each guide to What Tree Is
That?, Arbor Day Foundation,
Nebraska City, NE 68410, or
visit arborday.org.












It has been said a lie can
circle the globe three times
before the truth can get out
of bed. The primary reason
for this is that many people
accept almost anything that
they are told as long as it coincides with their own beliefs
or comes from someone that
they support or admire.
Conversely, ideas and individuals that represent opposing views are scorned and
ridiculed regardless of their
veracity. The twin phenomena of the blogosphere and
the 24-hour news cycle have
only acted as an accelerant to
this corrosive process.
The most recent political “lie du jour” originated
at a Tea Party July 15 at the
Northumberland courthouse.
This event was intended as
a forum for local citizens
and organizations that were
concerned with the direction
of our country. Both candidates for the District Delegate race were invited along
with several other speakers.
The Republican Party was
represented by candidate
Catherine Crabill, who gave
a short speech near the end
of the event. The Democrat
candidate Albert Pollard did
not attend, but his party sent
a paid trailer to record Mrs.
Crabill’s remarks.
By the next morning the
internet was ablaze with news
of the crazed radical GOP
candidate who was advocating an armed revolt against
any and all that dare oppose
her. Her terrorist threats were
suddenly featured on YouTube, the Huffington Post,
the Daly Show and countless
others. Alan Colmes saluted
her as “Wingnut of the Day”
on his nationally syndicated
show. The story was picked
up as far away as Australia.
Understandably outraged,
candidate Pollard sprang to
the defense of his vulnerable country against this vile
insurrection. He solemnly
intoned “it is particularly disappointing that a major party
candidate from this region
wants to use the Constitution
as a justification to bully and
threaten people who don’t
agree with her...attempting to
scare others into doing dangerous things.”
“In short, my opponent
threatened to overturn the
ballot box with the bullet
box. She doesn’t realize the
founders turned to the bullet
box so they could have the
right to a ballot box.”
In fact, Mrs. Crabill does
realize this and if you had
actually attended the event
you would know that, because
she spoke those same words
nearly verbatim. Instead, you
relied on a tape from one of
your party’s paid operatives
that was edited, sliced and
diced beyond recognition.
A salvo was launched by

columnist Michael Paul Williams in the August 8 edition
of the Richmond Times Dispatch. His column was entitled “Resorting to the bullet
box not what the Founders
had in mind.” His column
began “Sounding more like
Malcolm X than Patrick
Henry, Virginia political
candidate Catherine Crabill
warned of armed insurrection
during a Northern Neck ‘tea
party’ last month.” He later
equated her to John Wilkes
Booth. Who would have ever
thought that a rural realtor,
housewife and homeschooler,
who has never run for public
office, would be compared to
Lincoln’s assassin?
What is it that Mr. Williams,
Mr. Pollard, Mr. Colmes and
the rest of Mrs. Crabill’s
detractors have in common?
First, they are all in strong
opposition to Mrs. Crabill’s
agenda as an unapologetic
Christian conservative who
believes in the power and
sanctity of the Constitution.
Secondly, none of them were
present during the event in
question. Not one.
I was there and I was one
of the speakers. I assure you
that my speech was much
more strident than the one in
question. My wife and I sat
a few yards away and heard
every single word of Mrs.
Crabill’s remarks. I would
suggest that you do the same.
The entire speech is available
on candidate Crabill’s website. Google her name. It is
among the first few entries.
I would encourage you to do
the same with Mr. Pollard’s
website. Compare and contrast.
Once you have seen the
entire unedited tape and
compare it to the attacks that
it generated, the truth will
be obvious. The biggest difference between Mrs. Crabill and her pious critics can
be distilled into one basic
element. Integrity or lack
thereof.

John Haynes,
Warsaw

Kilmarnock•Virginia

To buy reprints of our
photos, look for this
button on RRecord.

THE

HauNTEd
SwaMP
The ScaRE of a LIFETIME !

It’s a Haunted Trail like no other! Come take a 30 minute walk
through our Haunted Town, Trail and Castle!
Open 7 p.m. - Midnight

ocToBER 9, 10, 16, 17, 23–31

2735 George Washington Memorial Hwy.
Hayes, VA, RT 17, 2 miles north of Coleman Bridge

TIcKET PRIcES: $10 Per PERSoN

804-642-8778

www.TheSwampFunPark.com

Season Finale!

Heathsville Farmers Market
Saturday, October 17
9 am - 1 pm

Join us for the last Farmers Market
in Heathsville & Historic Court Day
Walk through history with local area museums!

Buy your produce at the Farmers Market
The holidays are coming — do your shopping here!
Local Honey, Plants, Jewelry, Clothing, Antiques,
Longaberger Baskets, Pampered Chef, Produce,
Flip Flops, Cards, Furniture, Painted Windows,
Handmade Wood Trays & Boxes,
and so much more — don’t miss it!

Celebrate Golden Village Christmas with us on
Sat., Dec. 5th — Vendor Opportunies available!
Dogs Welcome on leashes and owner responsible
for good behavior!
For more Market information call 804-580-3377

Political Advertisement

Pleasants
Richard

S

INDEP

For

DISTRICT 1
UPERVISOR
“A Balanced & Civil Approach for our Future”
Community Rallies
Lively - Sunday, October 18th 3–5 pm
Bertrand - Saturday, October 24th 3–5 pm
Heritage Point - Sunday, November 1st 3–5 pm
For more information call 804-462-0893
or email: PleasantsForSupervisor@gmail.com

Board of Supervisors Debate FOR DISTRICT 1
The Ruritan Club in Lively
Date to be determined.
All events are open to the public.
PleasantsForSupervisor@Gmail.Com
Call (804) 462-0893 with any questions.
Authorized by Pleasants for Supervisor
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