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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
March of Dimes March for Babies Walk
More than 150 walkers of all ages participated in 
the recent March for Babies Walk in Kilmarnock. 
A related slide show appears at RRecord.com.
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WHITE STONE—The town’s com-
prehensive plan is long overdue for an 
overhaul. 

To remedy that, council last Thurs-
day voted unanimously to pursue 
funding from an Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation Block Grant to 
update the plan. 

According to town manager Patrick 
Frere, the plan was last updated by his 
company, Greenbranch Consulting, 
in November 2000. The plan should 
be updated and rewritten every five 
years, Frere told the council. 

Planning commission chair Ginger 
Philbrick approached Frere several 
weeks ago about the possibility of 
updating the comprehensive plan. 

According to Frere, the Virginia 
Department of Mines, Minerals 
and Energy will receive $9.17 mil-

MERRY POINT—Some residents 
in the Merry Point area are con-
cerned about the two-car ferry they 
use to cross the Corrotoman River, 
saving a long trip around the head of 
the river.

Ken Kenwall can see the old ferry 
from his home and wondered why it 
hadn’t been operating.

“It hasn’t moved for weeks,” Ken-
wall said Tuesday. 

The cable-driven ferry, one of two 
small car ferries in the Northern 
Neck, has been shorelined and out of 
action since September 9, according 
to transportation officials in Warsaw.

“It has some serious mechanical 

KILMARNOCK—The reces-
sion has become increasingly 
tough over the last few years on the 
regional marine industry and some 
boat owners, according to marina 
operators, boat dealers and industry 
experts. 

There has been a drop in new boat 
sales, a tightening of credit lines for 
dealers and individual buyers and an 
increase in boats being repossessed 
by banks or acquired by marina 
owners seeking to recoup losses 
from non-payment of slip fees, main-
tenance bills or loan payments.

Mid-Atlantic Marine of Warsaw, a 
dealer and service operation that had 
been in business since 1987, closed 
its doors last month. Warren Nolan 
has owned the business with his 
family since July 2007. He did not 
mince words on why he was shutting 
his doors.

“We are officially closed,” he 
said, “It’s due to the bad economic 
times.”

Jack Jett, owner of Jett’s Marine in 
Reedville, purchased the outboard 
engines from Mid-Atlantic when 
they closed. Jett’s has been in busi-
ness since 1929 and has weathered 
several economic downturns before.

“This is the fourth one,” said Jett. 
“This is the worst one. We’ve never 
worked so hard for so little money.”

He said his business saw an 11.8 
percent decrease in sales this last 
year. He revealed that while his 
dealership actually sold more boats, 
it was for less money.

“Nationwide, some dealers’ sales 
are off 50 to 70 percent,” said Jett, 
“so we are not doing so bad. We are 
seeing less traffic, but the ones that 
are calling are more serious.”   

Randy Stephens is the president 
of the Tidewater Marine Trades 
Association (TMTA) and owns Pul-
ley’s Marine in Mathews County on 
Cobb’s Creek. He has his fingers on 
the pulse of the marine industry in 
the area.

“I keep pretty close tabs on 
everyone from the York River to 
the Potomac River,” said Stephens, 
who pointed out that the TMTA, 
which has 60 members, is the only 
marine trade association in the state. 
“There’s not a dealer out there that 

has seen any growth this year. Most 
sales that are going on have a very 
limited profitability.”
Financial crisis

Another indicator of the reces-
sion’s effects can be seen in the 
increase in boats being repossessed 
by banks or acquired by marina 
owners for overdue bills.

Kyle Schick owns the Colonial 
Beach Yacht Club on Monroe Bay. 
The large marina has over 300 boats 
in slips and on storage racks. He 
agrees times have been tough for 
those in the marine industry. He said 
four expensive boats in his marina 
have been repossessed by banks and 
he has applied for the title to three 
others that have fallen behind in 
their slip fees.

“We haven’t seen that in 20 years,” 
said Schick. “But the biggest prob-
lem is the lack of credit from banks. 
Even when you are showing a profit 
it is difficult to find banks that will 

loan marinas money, especially at 
good terms. There’s no stimulus 
money for boaters.”

He said one large marine financial 
resource closed its doors while he 
was in the middle of negotiations for 
a loan to expand his marina. A call to 
Textron Financial confirmed that its 
marine loan division closed in Janu-

ary 2009.
Stephens agreed with Schick that 

the difficulty in getting credit is a 
major  problem for dealers as well 
as marina operators. He said that of 
the major national marine lenders, 
only G.E. Financial is still extend-
ing credit to the industry. But since 
they have a virtual “monopoly,” 
as described by Stephens, they are 
charging higher interest rates, fur-
ther eroding profit margins already 
hit by slow sales.

“In essence, we’ve lost floor plan-
ning (dealer lines of credit),” said 
Stephens, “and there is a glut of 

one- or two-year-old boats out there 
sitting on the market at distressed 
prices. That’s what happened with 
Mid-Atlantic. The economic factors 
all lined up against them. They were 
a good operation.”
Jumping ship

Other marina operators are seeing 
owners leaving their boats behind. 

Karen Knull, co-owner with hus-
band, Ken, of Yankee Point Marina 
on the Corrotoman River, has applied 
this year for five titles to boats that 
have been abandoned. Dan Hickey 
of Smith Point Marina has applied 
for six titles. Billy Pipkin of Ingram 
Bay Marina has applied for three and 
may apply for another one.

“Up until the last couple of years 
we never had this problem,” said 
Pipkin. “Maybe we have been lucky. 
You try to work with the owners, but 
if they don’t claim it, we take posses-
sion and sell it for what we can get. 
I think everyone is generally going 

through the same thing.” 
Marion Daiss of Krentz Marina 

in Callao said they have always had 
some problems with abandoned 
boats, but she had seen two boats 
repossessed by banks this year.

“We’ve never seen that before,” 
said Daiss. “We have always had 
some boats abandoned. People just 
walk away and you can’t find them. 
It’s terrible on the marina owner. It’s 
costly to get rid of them. If it’s fiber-
glass you can’t take it to the dump. If 
it’s wood you have to cut it up.”

Justin Bowis of Buzzard’s Point 
Marina in Fairport believes the 
problem of abandoned boats has 
increased in recent years.

“It’s gotten worse the last couple 
of years,” said Bowis. “We have 
a couple of boats now that we are 
going to have to pay someone to take 
away.”    

Marina owners can apply for the 
title after a boat has been “aban-
doned” for 60 days. A certified letter 
requesting payment on the account 
must be sent to the owner. If no 
action is taken, a copy of the letter is 
sent with an application for the title 
to state officials, after a public notice 
of the marina’s intent to acquire the 
boat has been published for two 
weeks. 

“It’s a horrendous process,” said 
Knull of the procedure to apply for 
a boat title. “I just want them out of 
here. They owe us a lot of money and 
we probably won’t see much. There 
will probably be more.”
Case study

In an extreme example, one boat 
owner apparently decided to aban-
don his Owens motor cruiser on 
the shores of Cockrell’s Creek near 
Reedville. The partially sunken hull 
has been left next to a work barge 
and tugboat that also have been 
apparently abandoned. All of the 
vessels are on shoreline owned by 
Omega Protein Inc. across from the 
main plant.

When a boat is abandoned on state 
bottom it becomes the concern of 
the Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission (VMRC). Omega officials 
notified VMRC about the problem, 
according to plant manager Mont-
gomery Deihl.

White Stone to update
its comprehensive plan

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi lion in block grants from the Federal 
Department of Energy as part of the 
American Recovery Act. That money 
will be dispersed to localities by the 
Commonwealth’s 21 planning district 
commissions. 

Development of a comprehensive 
plan is an acceptable use of the grant, 
said Frere. 

“We would have to have an energy 
efficiency element in the town’s com-
prehensive plan,” said Frere. 

Councilman Richard Davis made 
the motion for Frere to pursue fund-
ing in the amount of $40,000. The 
funding would be spread out over two 
fiscal years with the plan’s completion 
in the fall of 2010. 

In other business, council decided 
to put on hold a decision to buy a new 
copier for the town hall and decided 
not to repaint the parking lot at the 
post office at this time.

Ferry service could be
offline until December

by Starke Jett problems,” said Virginia Department 
of Transportation residency adminis-
trator Sean Trapani.

“It needs an engine and a drive. A 
rough estimate to repair it is $20,000. 
We haven’t made a decision to fix it, 
or not fix it. We are trying to make a 
fiscally responsible decision.”

A new ferry scheduled to replace 
it December 1 is still under construc-
tion at Miller Marine in Deltaville. 
Trapani was at Miller’s October 6, 
trying to get a better idea of when the 
project would be finished. 

“The delivery date on the new ferry 
is December 1, but we are hoping to 
get it before then,” said Trapani. “We 
should know something definite by 
the beginning of the week.”

Autumn winds
The Rappahannock River Yacht Club Cape Dory Typhoon Fleet on Carter’s Creek wrapped up its fall 

race series this week, just in time for the annual Hospice Turkey Shoot Regatta.
From left Branch Crockett, Bo Bragg and John Friday compete for the breeze on the same tack during 

a club race last Wednesday evening.  Friday went on to win the race, Crockett placed second and Chuck 
Carmichael was third.  As many as 14 boats competed in one of the three races that evening. 

The fleet is expected to join more than 100 boats this weekend in the Turkey Shoot competition for 
classic sailboats on the Rappahannock River October 9 through 11. Yankee Point Marina will again host 
the event. The regatta is open to monohaul boats of a design at least 25 years old. The minimum length 
is 18 feet.

There will be two levels of competition, the Flying Cloud Division and the Lightning Division. The 
winner of the Lightning Division will be asked to represent the “Turkey Shoot” in the 2010 National 
Hospice Regatta. 

Registration closes October 9. For an entry form, visit hospiceturkeyshootregatta.com, or call Karen 
Knull at Yankee Point Marina, 462-7018.  Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

An abandoned Owens motor cruiser lies on the bottom of Cockrell’s Creek next to an abandoned barge and 
tugboat along shoreline owned by Omega Protein Inc.   

Sunken treasures? Marine industry reels from recession
by Starke Jett

SUNKEN, continued on page A2
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REVERSE MORTGAGE
EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR

DATE: Wednesday, October 14, 2009
TIME: 10:00 A.M. - 11:30 A.M.
PLACE: Northumberland Public Library 
                (Library Meeting Room)
7204 Northumberland Hwy., Heathsville, VA  22473

Are you 62 or older and a Home Owner?
Have a relative or friend who is 62 or older and owns a home?
Learn the facts, myths, and misconceptions about Reverse Mortgages 
and if there is benefit to you.
You will learn the uses for a Reverse Mortgage-you may be surprised!

Questions will be answered such as:
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• What can the money be used for?
• May my heirs inherit the property?
• Does it affect Social Security or Medicare?
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RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR THIS FREE SEMINAR.
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Dave Farley
Senior Reverse Mortgage Specialist

VMRC spokesman John Bull 
said the Heathsville VMRC 
office had investigated the aban-
doned boats and sent a letter to 
the owner of the Owens request-
ing it be removed within 30 
days. Bull said that since the 
barge and tugboat are not resting 
on the bottom, they did not fall 
under VMRC’s jurisdiction. He 
declined to name the owner of 
the Owens. 

“If the owner does not respond, 
then the matter goes to court,” 
said Bull. “It usually takes sev-
eral months to resolve these 
issues.”

David Williams, the warehouse 
manager for Omega on that side 
of the creek, works daily within 
sight of the abandoned boats. 
He and other plant officials are 
investigating the matter of the 
barge and tugboat to determine 
what can be done with them. 

“They were left here a couple 
of years ago,” said Williams, 
referring to the barge, which 
has a large crane on it. “The 
Owens has been here four or five 
months. They just showed up out 
of nowhere. We would love to 
get them out of here because we 
are cleaning up this area.” 
A few exceptions

Bull said that statewide VMRC 
has not seen an increase in boats 
being abandoned on state bottom 
in the last few years. A couple 
of local marina owners also 
reported being spared the most 
negative effects of the recession.

Clay Holcomb has owned the 
Chesapeake Boat Basin in Kil-
marnock for 12 years. He said 
that they have had no problems 
with abandoned boats.

“We’ve been lucky,” he said.
Fred Olverson also said he 

has not experienced any effects 
from the recession at Olverson’s 
Marina near Callao.

“We have not felt any part of 
this recession,” said Olverson. 
“We’ve had a full house.” 
Service up

Bobby Jones of Bobby’s 
Marine in Burgess, which deals 
in motorboats such as Boston 
Whalers and does maintenance 

work, has seen a marked drop in 
his sales business. Fortunately, 
he says his service department 
remains steady.

“I guess most of us have been 
affected in sales. People just 
aren’t buying that stuff any-
more, especially anything over 
$60,000,” said Jones. “Service-
wise though, we’re perfect. I 
am hoping it’s all going to get 
better.”

Stephens agrees that service is 
the main bright spot in the marine 
industry right now, but feels that 
the industry overall will rebound 
next year. 

“People haven’t given up boat-
ing,” said Stephens. “People are 
having more service work done. 
They are doing what they have 
to do to keep their boats run-
ning. But nobody out there is 
writing blank checks for stuff 
to get done. They want to know 
what everything is for now. They 
are just being more careful with 
their money. 

“Trade magazines say the 
spring of 2010 will be better,” he 
said.

The Kilmarnock children’s playground on Waverly Avenue got 
a “garden make-over” October 5 as members of the Northern 
Neck Kiwanis Club, Northern Neck Master Gardeners, AKtion 
Club, parents and children dug gardening beds and planted a vari-
ety of  flowering bushes, ornamental grasses and  shade trees. 

This project had been in the planning stages for almost a year, 
explained Maryjane Chewning.

Barbara Kauneckas from the gardeners presented several ideas 
to the Kiwanis, said Chewning.  Kiwanis member Hayden Silver, 
with funding from Kiwanis,  headed up the project and over sev-
eral weeks the grass was treated, plowed and amended to accept 
the plants.

Last Monday, several Kiwanians, Master Gardners, AKtion 
club members, mothers and children brought rakes, shovels, 
augers, and wheelbarrows and  installed 75 plants and trees pur-
chased through The Earth Store, said Chewning.

Soon an irrigation system, donated by Home & Turf, will be 
installed, and the town of Kilmarnock will mulch the areas, she 
said.

From left, Ellie and Leslie Franklin arrived to join forces with 
Jim Evans.  Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Communitywide effort 
leads to landscape project
at children’s playground

WARSAW—Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
recently announced the fall 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection date will be Octo-
ber 17.

In Lancaster County, citi-
zens may dispose of house-

August 7-19, 2010
Cruise the Mediterranean 

on Holland America’s newest ship 
the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Spain, Monaco, Italy,

Greece & Croatia.
Early Promotion Prices

Must be booked by December 30, 2009

Mediterranean Tapestry

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Hazardous waste collection
dates posted for local counties

hold hazardous waste from 
7:30 to 11 a.m.  at the Kil-
marnock Refuse Center at 
320 White Pine Drive. The 
first 50 pounds of waste will 
be accepted free of charge 
for each resident; overages 
will be assessed at $1.03 per 
pound.

Northumberland County 
citizens may dispose of house-
hold hazardous waste from 1 
to 4:30 p.m. at the Horsehead 
Refuse Center at 1175 Nor-
thumberland Highway. The 
first 30 pounds of waste will 
be accepted free of charge 
for each resident; overages 
will be assessed at $1.03 per 
pound.

Spent fluorescent bulbs, 
unwanted pesticides, anti-
freeze, rechargeable batteries, 
cleaners, paint, old/contami-
nated fuels and household 
chemicals are examples of the 
hazardous waste that will be 
accepted at both sites, said 
Faye Andrashko of the North-
ern Neck Soil & Water Con-
servation District.

The Lancaster site also will 
accept electronics: comput-
ers, faxes, telephones and cell 
phones free of charge, said 
Andrashko. A fee of $10 will 
apply to the disposal of televi-
sions up to 27 inches and $15 
for televisions larger than 27 
inches, she said.  

Tires, car batteries, radio-
actives, medical waste, 
ammo and related explosives 
will not be accepted, added 
Andrashko.

Staff of Lancaster/Nor-
thumberland Virginia Coop-
erative Extension and North-
ern Neck Soil & Water Con-
servation District will assist 
the two counties in this col-
lection, she said.

Anyone with questions 
regarding specific items for 
disposal may call the  respec-
tive Extension office in Lan-
caster at 462-5780, or Nor-
thumberland at 580-5694.

Sunken treasures?
continued from page A1
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Community exceeds goal
More than 150 walkers of all ages participated in the March of Dimes March for Babies Walk in 
Kilmarnock October 4. Led by baby ambassador McKenzie Thomas with mom and dad, Laura 
and Ben, the walkers meandered several miles through the town streets to raise awareness and 
funds for the charitable effort. March of Dimes chair Susan DuVal Long said local chapters this 
year have exceeded a community goal of $29,000. Meanwhile, funds continue to come in and 
one major event remains. A Bikers for Babies motorcycle ride will be held Saturday, October 
10. The ride hits the road from the Lively firehouse at 5170 Mary Ball Road in Lively. Check-in 
is 9 a.m. and the last bike out rides at 11 a.m. The fee is $10 per rider or passenger. Participants 
are urged to register in advance at 462-5111. Photo by Starke Jett

Afghanistan seems a world away to most folks, but it 
is where Greg Becker  reports to work.

An independent health management consultant, 
Becker  recently returned to his home in the Northern 
Neck from the first of several working visits to Afghani-
stan. His wife, Amalia, is an employee at Rappahannock 
General Hospital.

She shared with her fellow nurses Becker’s stories of 
the lack of medical supplies at Indera Ghandi Hospital 
(IGH). IGH is a neonatal-pediatric facility in Kabul, 
reported Harry Bloomfield of RGH.

The nurses on the med-surg unit at RGH approached 
administration for help in acquiring basic resuscita-
tion equipment for these young patients, he said. RGH 
responded with an overwhelming donation of medical 
supplies for the airway management of these infants and 
children.

The nursing staff also gathered an assortment of per-
sonal care items, activity books and puzzles to enhance 
recovery time in the hospital, added Blooomfield.

Upon Becker’s return to Afghanistan, he will deliver 
the donated supplies to Dr. Noorulhaq Yousufzai, direc-
tor of the Indera Ghandi Hospital.

RGH and IGH may be a world apart, but this dona-
tion will allow both facilities to be partners in their pas-
sion for providing basic standard care to the children of 
Kabul, Afghanistan, he said. 

The Lancaster Players

by Robert Harling

October 22, 23, 24 & 29, 30, 31 Evenings
7:00pm Social Hour - 8:00pm Curtain

November 1 Matinee
2:00 pm Social Hour – 3:00pm Curtain

$20 for Adults
Includes complimentary cheese, fruit and crackers platter

At The Playhouse in White Stone 
Prepaid Reservations Required  

Call 435-3776 or 
Visit lancasterplayers.org

Present  

“Steel Magnolias”

Reserved

Volunteers interested in par-
ticipating in the formation and 
implementation of a Keep Lan-
caster Beautiful affiliation with 
the national Keep America Beau-
tiful program are invited to con-
tact Larry Shubnell at 462-5110.

Shubnell is coordinating the 
kickoff of a community-based 
undertaking to improve the 
visual landscape of Lancaster 
County through a local volunteer 
effort aimed at preventing litter, 
reducing waste and enhancing 
environmental quality. 

Keep America Beautiful was 
founded in 1953 and today has 
nearly 600 state and local affili-
ates across America, including 
20 in Virginia.

The Keep Lancaster Beauti-
ful affiliate will involve citizens, 
business, government and civic 
organizations, said Shubnell. 
Efforts will focus on an outreach 
endeavor with schools, retail out-
lets, churches, social clubs and 
community groups geared toward 
increasing community awareness 
that litter is more than unsightly, 
it damages the environment and 
jeopardizes real estate values.

“All residents can contribute 
to a cleaner community through 
thoughtful prevention,” said 
Shubnell.

An organizational meeting 
will be scheduled for the fall. 
Shubnell also can be contacted at 
larrythelitterguy@gmail.com.

IRVINGTON—Town coun-
cil will conduct a public hear-
ing at 7:30 p.m. tonight (Octo-
ber 8) in the town hall on a con-
ditional use permit application 
for Peter and Judy Solomon.

They are seeking authoriza-
tion to install a swimming pool 
at their residence at 171 Chases 
Cove. 

Council members also will 
discuss a proposed ordinance 
to regulate the use of golf carts 
in town and hear updates on the 
cleanup of Irvington Marina 
by zoning administrator Bob 
Hardesty and the possible 
removal of an oak tree on the 
Commons by vice mayor Ralph 
Ransone.

KILMARNOCK—Northern 
Neck LLC has applied to rezone 
approximately 112 acres behind 
Lancaster Middle School and 
businesses along School Street 
for a Planned Unit Develop-
ment (PUD).

The planning commission 
will conduct a related public 
hearing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Octo-
ber 13, in the town hall.

North of Irvington Road and 
west of School Street, the prop-
erty is now zoned low density 
residential (R-1) and general 
commercial (C-1). 

A second hearing will address 
text amendments to the town’s 
“nuisances ordinance,” giving 
town officials authority to levy 
fines against property owners 
who do not remove unsightly 
trash, garbage and similar mate-
rials from their property.

Zoning administrator and 
assistant town manager Mar-
shall Sebra is expected to present 
updates on proposed revisions 
to Chapter 2 of the comprehen-
sive plan and the Chesapeake 
Bay Local Assistance Board’s 
compliance evaluation report.

LANCASTER—Planning 
commission members will 
continue discussions on pro-
posed changes to the industrial 
zoning (M-1) district at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, October 15, in the 
General District courtroom at 
the county courthouse. 

The proposed changes are 
part of a review and update of 
zoning districts to bring them 
in line with current and future 
needs. Land use director Don 
Gill is expected to provide 
county maps indicating the 
locations of property currently 
zoned M-1.  

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. 
today (October 8) in the courts 
building at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville.

The agenda includes reports 
from Virginia Department 
of Transportation residency 
administrator Sean Trapani, 
school superintendent Clint 
Stables, economic develop-
ment commission director Dick 
Saxer and county administrator 
Kenny Eades.

Following a recess for dinner, 
the meeting will resume at 7 
p.m. for four public hearings.   

Among items on the hearing 
docket, Lon Crow and Mariam 
Mani, owners, and James Rus-
sell, applicant, seek authori-
zation to establish an office 
building at 17635 Richmond 
Road. The issue was carried 
over from the September board 
meeting.

Edward Berry III and Robin 
D. Berry seek authorization 
to build a four-unit apartment 
building at 716 Harry Hogan 
Road.

Two hearings involve the 
abandonment of two 20-foot 
rights-of-way at Cordrey’s 
Beach, otherwise known as 
Potomac View Beach Subdivi-
sion, off Hull Neck Road near 
Edwardsville.  

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning com-
mission will hold a public hearing 
at 7 p.m. October 15 in the courts 
building at 39 Judicial Place to 
consider a proposal to establish 
a new zoning district. It would 
be designated R-6 for Residential 
Recreational District. 

The proposed district would 
allow medium density residential 
construction around recreational 
facilities such as golf courses, 
country clubs and/or yacht clubs/
marinas, explained assistant 
county administrator E. Luttrell 
Tadlock.

The proposed language 
addresses the purpose, use regu-
lation (both permitted and condi-
tional), area regulations, setbacks, 
frontages, yards, buffers, height 
restrictions, special provisions 
for corner lots, septic regulations, 
clustering, signage, minimum 
off-street parking and exemptions 
from rear yard regulations, he said. 
The proposed amendment can be 
viewed at co.northumberland.
va.us.

KILMARNOCK—Rappa-
hannock General Hospital 
(RGH) has been recognized 
for achievement in using evi-
dence-based guidelines to pro-
vide the best possible care to 
patients through the American 
Heart Association’s Get With 
The Guidelines program. 

RGH and 569 other hospi-
tals are featured in a July 28 
advertisement in the “Amer-
ica’s Best Hospitals” issue of 
US News & World Report to 
commemorate their receipt 
of Get With The Guidelines 
Silver Performance Achieve-
ment Award in the treatment 
of heart failure.

Hospitals are recognized 
in categories associated with 
heart failure, stroke and coro-
nary artery disease in which 
they achieve at least 85 per-
cent compliance to Get With 
The Guidelines measures.  
RGH is one of two hospitals 
in Virginia recognized for out-
standing performance with 
these guidelines. 

“We are proud that the 
American Heart Association 
has chosen the ‘America’s Best 
Hospitals’ issue of US News 
& World Report to recognize 
Rappahannock General Hos-
pital for our achievements in 
their Get With The Guidelines 
program,” said RGH president 
and chief executive officer 
James M. Holmes. “Get With 
The Guidelines provides our 
hospital staff the tools and 
most current clinical guide-
lines they need to effectively 
treat our heart failure patients.  
It demonstrates to our commu-
nity that quality health care can 
be and is provided locally.”

 The American Heart Asso-
ciation/American Stroke 
Association’s advertisement 
recognized Rappahannock 
General Hospital’s commit-
ment and success in perfor-
mance achievement.  

“The American Heart Asso-
ciation is pleased to recog-
nize its top Get With The 
Guidelines participants,” said 
Lee Schwann, M.D., national 
chairman of the Get With The 
Guidelines steering commit-
tee, associate professor of 
neurology at Harvard Medical 
School and vice chairman of 
Neurology at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. 

“Healthcare providers who 
use Get With The Guidelines 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Rappahannock General Hospital
is recognized for implementing
quality heart disease guidelines

From left are Dreama Brown RN, Greg Becker and 
Rappahannock General Hospital senior vice president 
and chief operations officer Randy Hester

Hospital staff and
administration reach
out to Afghanistan

are armed with the latest evi-
dence-based guidelines and 
immediate access to clini-
cal decision support, using 
a set of tools that have been 
shown to improve delivery of 

evidence-based care,” said Dr. 
Schwann. “The goal of this 
initiative is to improve the 
quality of life and help reduce 
deaths and disability among 
patients with heart disease.”

Keep Lancaster Beautiful
organization to fight litter

WHY
ADVERTISE?
you ’ re  read ing  t h i s  a ren ’ t  you?

804 .435 .1701 ,  Sa ra  ex t .  13

Pick Up A Copy Today!

■ Suit on hold
The Chesapeake Bay Founda-

tion and its co-plaintiffs recently 
agreed to put on hold a lawsuit 
filed to force the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to take 
action to reduce pollution from 
all sources sufficiently to have the 
Chesapeake Bay removed from 
the nation’s impaired waters list.

The action came after President 
Barack Obama issued an Execu-
tive Order outlining a process to 
develop a coordinated strategy to 
ensure pollution is reduced, and 
the federal government subse-
quently issued seven reports out-
lining related actions to be under-
taken by EPA and other agencies.

NEWS 
BREAK
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Get your free On Your Side® Review today. Your agent will look at 
hundreds of ways to save you up to $523.*

AS YOUR LIFE CHANGES, 
BE SURE YOUR INSURANCE KEEPS UP.

*Average annual savings based on Nationwide policyholder data collected nationally through July 2007. Products 
underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Life insurance is issued by Nationwide 
Life Insurance Company or Nationwide Life and Annuity Insurance Company. Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215-2220. 
Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states. 
Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark and On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company. © 2008 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved.

John Baxter
Principal Agent

Doug Wilt
Associate Agent

John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock
(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477

Please join us as we pair our excellent cuisine 
with Prince Michel’s fine wines of Virginia. 

$75 per person, plus tax & gratuity

Celebrates

V IRGINIA W INE M ONTH
Featuring the wines 

of Prince Michel 
Vineyards & Winery

Friday, October 9, 2009 6:30pm
First Course

Grilled Shenandoah Valley Quail
Salad of Fuji Apple and Baby Arugula with 

a Dried Cherry & Apple Cider Vinaigrette 
Prince Michel 2007 Cabernet Franc

Second Course
Rappahannock River Oyster Bisque

Pan Seared Atlantic Scallop with American 
Sturgeon Caviar

Prince Michel 2006 Voignier
Third Course

Deconstructed Brunswick Stew
Loin of Rabbit and Venison Chop with 

a Fricassee of Roasted Corn, 
Baby Limas and Surry Sausage

Prince Michel NV Restaurant Reserve Merlot
Fourth Course
Fresh Orchard 

Peach and Blueberry Shortcake
Virginia Clover Honey-Lemon Sauce and 

Copper Kettle Peanut Brittle
Rapidan River NV Sweet Reserve White

Please contact our concierge 
for reservations 

at (804) 438.4489

480 King Carter Dr. 
 Irvington, VA  22480

(804) 438.5000    
www.tidesinn.com

Now offering Saturday night  dinner.
Call for reservations.

Also available, Sunday Champagne Brunch
804.435.0034 • Kilmarnock VA

Warsaw Farmers Market 
Saturday, October 10 for 9–1 

The Buy-Rite ballfi eld in Warsaw

Come and shop for local 
produce, fl owers, hand made 
furniture, baskets, jewelry

and baked goods.

If you grow it, make it or bake it, 
all vendors welcome.

See you on Saturday the 10th!
Info 804-761-2640

IRVINGTON—The Steam-
boat Era Museum on Septem-
ber 18 and 19 celebrated the 
General Assembly’s declara-
tion of September 14 Steam-
boat Era Day in Virginia with 
two sold-out performances of 
“Steamboatin.”

 The variety program was the 
museum’s rendition of a turn-
of-the-century James Adams 
Floating Theater show, said 
executive director Terri Thax-
ton. The opening reading of the 
resolution by Roger Mudd, res-
onated to a full house. Due to 
problems with a recent surgery, 
Mudd was unable at the last 
minute to attend, hired a pro-
fessional  studio to record his 
reading, and overnighted the 
CD to the museum in time for 
the opening night performance, 
said Thaxton.

 The show included singing 
of 1890s tunes by the Bay Tones 
Chorus, the Bad Bouys, and the 
Ancient Mariners. Frank Elliot 
on his banjo headed an old-
fashioned sing-along.  Radio 
host, NPR commentator and 
author Thea Marshall intro-
duced an 1890s melodrama 
which involved Mei Li Beane, 
Jordon Rice, Mickey Dywer 
and Harry Stemple, directed by 
Mary Alice Eubanks. 

LANCASTER-
Lancaster County 
Health Department 
nurse Becky Don-
ovan RN recently 
spoke to the North-
ern Neck Rotary 
Club regarding the 
H1N1/Swine flu.

 Donovan, and 
people have not 
been exposed 
to the strain as 
yet. This strain is 
named Swine flu 
because it is similiar to a virus 
found in pigs.  It is now known 
to be a mixture of viurses found 
in pigs, birds and humans.

This is different from the 
“ordinary” flu and experts were 
afraid that it would make many 
people very sick, Donovan told 
the club. Ordinary flu is of 
two types, “A” or “B” and it is 
known that the H1N1 is of type 
“A” but the exact subtype of 
virus is rarely know.

Donovan said another identi-
fier is its prevalence through the 
summer, outside the normal flu 
season. The vaccine prepared 
for regular flu is based on a 
best guess of the type and sub-
type of flu that is expected to 
be prevelant during an upcom-
ing season.  If a person gets a 
flu shot but still gets the flu, it 
is likely  the vaccine did not 
protect against the subtype to 
which the patient was exposed, 
according to Donovan.

In the current situation, some 
assumptions are being made. A 
doctor may perform a test to 
determine the type virus, A or 
B, a patient has and since the 
H1N1 is type A and occurring 
outside the normal flu season 
it is presumed to be H1N1. All 
states have reported cases of 
H1N1 and most of the cases 
in Virginia are occurring in the 
central part of the state.  Since 
May there have been 14,766 
cases of flu and 91 percent 
were of type A and presumed 
to be H1N1, Donovan said. 

The Health Department is 
expecting to receive Swine Flu 
vaccine in mid October, she 
said. The H1N1 seems to be 
infecting young people and is 
most dangerous to those with 
underlying medical conditions 
. Information is available at 
1-877-275-8343.

Flu symptoms are the same 
as other maladies: respira-
tiory cold with cough, aches 
and  fever. Some people don’t 
get really sick but some do, 
gravely so. 

Preventative steps are very 
important, including  frequent 
hand washing, covering coughs 
and sneezes, use of hand sani-
tizers and cleaning hard sur-
faces, said Donovan.  

Perhaps the most important 
is to stay home when sick, she 
said.  Some parents send chil-
dren to school when they are 
sick, Donovan said.

A difficult issue is that the 
infectious period begins a day 
before symptoms appear and 
extends five to seven days 
afterward, she said.

OCTOBER EVENTS
Saturday, October 17: Annual Membership Meeting

General business meeting, board elections, and 
Guest Speaker Thea Marshall, author of Neck Tales: 

Stories from Virginia’s Northern Neck
Meeting location: Trinity Church in Lancaster Courthouse
Coffee Social 10:00-10:30 a.m.; Meeting begins at 10:30.

All members and interested guests are invited. RSVP 804-462-7280

October 22, 23, 24: Library Used Book Sale
More than 700 duplicate books and periodicals from the MBW History and 

Genealogy Library. List of titles and prices available at the library or online at 
www.mbwm.org. 

Thursday, Oct. 22: Members Only Sale 10:00-4:00
Friday, Oct. 23: Public Sale 10:00-4:00

Saturday, Oct. 24: Public Sale 10:00-2:00
8346 Mary Ball Rd. (Rt. 3) in Lancaster Courthouse

Museum hosts ‘Steamboatin’ 

Paul Kimball and Harry Stemple presented turn-of-the-century comic relief for 
“Steamboatin.”

Interpersed throughout the 
evening were hilarious Mr. 
Gallagher and Mr. Sheen ban-
ters enacted by Harry Stemple 
and Paul Kimball. “Born Here 
Beauties” showcased Anne 
McClintock (Miss Weems), 
Jane Higgins (Miss Irvington), 
Carol Hardy (Miss Cape May 

), and Irma Burke (Miss White 
Stone’) modeling 1900 bath-
ing suits to the song “A Pretty 
Girl is like a Melody” sung by 
R. Dixon Foster.  

The show’s producer, Carol 
Hardy, said ”This is the first 
annual show, and as wonder-
ful as this year’s show was,  we 

hope to add more fun, activi-
ties and excitement next year.” 

Plans next year will include 
an “Old-Fashion Family Day” 
prior to the evening perfor-
mance, a day full of turn-of-
the-century games, food and  
old-fashioned fun, said Thax-
ton.

Health Department
nurse discusses H1N1
with Rotary members

Donovan recom-
mened that individ-
uals get the regular 
flu shot as soon 
as possible (the 
Health Department 
is administring the 
shots now) and 
then the H1N1 
when available to 
the person, based 
on risk.

The Northern 
Neck Rotary Club 
meets for break-

fast at 7:30 a.m. Wednesdays 
at Lee’s Restaurant in Kilmar-
nock.

Becky Donovan RN

THE RECORD ONLINE
www.rrecord.com

Colleen Burke 
to play acoustic set of original songs

Wednesday,
October 14th 8PM 

at Seven Martini Bar 
& Restaurant in White Stone

 Immediately following 
her set, 

Itchy Dog 
will be playing until 11PM.

Inside the plush White Stone Event Center
606 Chesapeake Dr.

White Stone, 435-2300

a sinful martini bar & restaurant
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•	Run	as	a	business	oR	conveRt	to	Residence
•	constRucted	1876±,	Renovated	2002
•	5	guest	Rooms,	plus	suite	&	unfinished	attic
•	RestauRant	seats	40	indooRs
•	laRge	commeRcial	kitchen
•	panoRamic	bay	views

•	8	boat	slips,	accommodating	up	to	40’	vessel
•	1.42±	acRes	and	190’±	wateR	fRontage

VAAF 423

3673	cople	highway

montRoss,	va		22520

octobeR	29,	noon,	on-site

wateRfRont	RestauRant/b&b
in	±1870s	victoRian	stRuctuRe

pictuResque	pRopeRty
on	nomini	bay

lendeR-oRdeRed

ideal	foR	boateRs,	wateR	
enthusiasts,	b&b	opeRatoRs,	
RestauRanteuRs,	oR	investoRs

fX1576

HEATHSVILLE—On September 29, the Northum-
berland County Sheriff’s Offi ce received a report of a 
home invasion robbery on Melrose Road in the Lotts-
burg area, according to Sheriff Chuck Wilkins.

Shortly after 9 a.m., Reyna Munoz, 54, answered a 
knock at her front door. Upon opening the door she was 
confronted by a masked Hispanic male, armed with a 
knife. Munoz was bound and gagged and locked in a 
hall closet with her 2-year-old grandson, said Sheriff 
Wilkins.

The suspect and possibly two Hispanic accomplices 
ransacked the residence. The suspect left with an undis-
closed amount of cash, jewelry, a 32-inch TV, a Ken-
wood CD/DVD player, and a digital camera, he said.

The suspects were in the residence for approximately 
20 minutes, said Sheriff Wilkins. Munoz was able to 
free herself and call the sheriff ’s offi ce. Munoz and her 
grandson were not physically hurt in the encounter.

Anyone with information is asked to call the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s Offi ce at 580-5221, or 
Crimesolvers at 580-8477. A reward of up to $1,000 is 
being offered.

The Lancaster County Crime Solvers is seeking information 
on the whereabouts of these individuals:

• William L. Ball, 26, is described as a black male with brown 
eyes and black hair, 5 feet 6 inches tall and weighing 143 pounds. 
His last known address was 825 Light Street near Heathsville. 
The Lancaster Sheriff’s Offi ce holds two warrants of obscene and 
harassing phone calls.

 • Bernadine Tyler is wanted for a bad check. Her last known 
address was 15415 Richmond Road near Callao.

• Tammy Jo Barton is wanted for a bad check. Her last known 
address was 81 Arrowhead Drive, Weems. A possible address is 
5400 Keystone Place, Virginia Beach.

Report information on these individuals to the Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers at 462-7463. Your information could lead 
to a reward up to $1,000. Your call will not be recorded and you 
will never be asked to appear in court. 

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett reported 
charges against 10 individuals 
last week.
Felonies

Kelly M. Abbott, 32, of James 
B. Jones Memorial Highway was 
charged October 1 with grand 
larceny.
Misdemeanors

An Iberis Road woman, 52, 
was charged October 1 with 
seven counts of depriving an 
animal of food, water or shelter.

A Twin Branch Road man, 
43, was charged October 1 with 
public drunkenness.

A Culpeper woman, 35, was 
charged October 1 with failure 
to appear in court August 5.

A Crabtown Road man, 36, 
was charged October 1 with 
public drunkenness.  

A Fleets Bay Road man, 22, 
was charged October 2 with con-
tempt of court.  

A Harvey Lane man, 31, was 
charged October 3 with public 
drunkenness.

A Brent Court man was 
charged October 3 with public 
drunkenness.

An Ocran Road man, 36, was 
charged October 3 with public 
drunkenness.

A Wilson Lane woman, 25, 
was charged October 5 with 
using profane/threatening lan-
guage over the public airway on 
Aug. 9.  
Activity report

September 28:  Staff responded 
to a suspicious person complaint 
at the Lancaster post offi ce. 

September 29:  An offi cer was 
accidentally struck with a .40 
caliber round in the lower leg 
during annual fi rearms qualifi ca-
tion.  He was transported to the 
local hospital, underwent sur-
gery, and was released on Octo-
ber 2.  The offi cer involved in the 
incident was placed on adminis-
trative leave pending an internal 
investigation.  The injured offi cer 
is expected to return to full duty 
in about three weeks.

Staff responded to an assault 
by threat complaint at Lancaster 
High School, to a noise violation 
complaint on Harris Road, with 
the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a report of a 
suspicious male checking for 
open business doors after busi-
ness hours and attempting to 
enter a parked vehicle on South 
Main Street, and with KPD to a 
domestic disturbance on Rose-
neath Avenue. Staff received a 
walk-in complaint of a domestic 
assault and destruction of prop-
erty. 

September 30:  Staff 
responded with KPD and Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) to a 
two-vehicle accident in the 300 
block of North Main Street and 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
300 block of James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway.

 October 1:  Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Twin Branch Road, with the 
White Stone Police Department 
(WSPD) to a traffi c accident at 
Rappahannock Drive and Wind-
mill Point Road and to a fi ght 
call involving a weapon on Twin 
Branch Road. Staff intercepted 
a reported reckless driver in the 
Lively-Lancaster area and inves-
tigated a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint on Lancaster Creek Drive. 

October 2:  Staff responded 
with Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) to a medical emer-
gency on Benson Road, to an 
assault by threat complaint on 
Chownings Ferry Road, to a 
fi rearm brandishing complaint 
on Mantua Road (5720), to an 
assault by threat complaint on 
Rocky Neck Road and to an 
E911 disconnect call on Cotton-
wood Lane (no emergency ser-
vices needed). Staff attempted to 
locate a vehicle involved in a gas 
theft from a Kilmarnock conve-
nience store. 

October 3:  Staff responded 
with assistance from KPD to a 
shots fi red and fi ght call at Lan-

Alan Furs  of Richmond
invites you to a

Re-Style & Trade-in
event in Urbanna.

Let Alan Furs show you how to trans-
form your old fur into something 

new and exciting or trade it towards 
something fun and lightweight!

Cyndy’s Bynn
Tuesday, October 13, 2009

311 Virginia Street
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Please call Alan Furs at
804-673-2505 so we can deliver your 

furs back from Cold Storage.

THE 

HauNTEd 
SwaMP
The ScaRE of a LIFETIME !

It’s a Haunted Trail like no other! Come take a 30 minute walk 
through our Haunted Town, Trail and Castle! 

Open 7 p.m. - Midnight 
ocToBER 9, 10, 16, 17, 23–31 

2735 George Washington Memorial Hwy.
Hayes, VA, RT 17, 2 miles north of Coleman Bridge 

TIcKET PRIcES: $10 Per PERSoN

804-642-8778
www.TheSwampFunPark.com

SHERIFFS REPORT

Sheriff  seeks information
regarding home invasion

caster Landing, to the 20400 
block of Mary Ball Road to 
assist VSP with a traffi c stop 
involving three persons under 
arrest, to a shots fi red call in the 
200 block of Nuttsville Road, to 
a reckless driving complaint in 
the Lancaster area and with KPD 
to a destruction of property com-
plaint on James B. Jones Memo-
rial Highway. Staff responded to 
two domestic disturbances on 
Twin Branch Road, to a domes-
tic disturbance in the 400 block 
of Weems Road, with KPD to a 
report of persons trying to enter 
Lancaster Middle School after 
hours, to an assault by threat 
complaint on Chestnut Grove 
Lane, with KPD to a disturbance 
call on South Main Street, with 
KPD to a trespass/loitering com-
plaint at the Kilmarnock carnival 
grounds, to a shots fi red call in 
the area of River Landing Court, 
to a prowler complaint on Forest 
Haven Drive and to a domes-
tic disturbance on Chesapeake 
Drive. 

October 4:  Staff responded to 
a domestic disturbance on Shore 
Drive, to a reckless driving com-
plaint in the White Stone area, to 
a shots fi red complaint on Sage 
Hill Road, to the White Stone 
area on a complaint of a possible 
drunk driver and with EMS to 
a medical emergency on Rivers 
Bend Road. Staff received a 
complaint of several teenagers 
walking late at night in the area 
of Lara Road. 

October 5: Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency 
services needed), responded to 
an automobile theft complaint 
on Mantua Road (unfounded, 
vehicle was repossessed) and 
responded to a drunk driver 
complaint in the Devils Bottom 
Road/Kilmarnock area.

The sheriff’s staff also con-
ducted 21 traffi c stops, issued 
fi ve summonses, assisted one 
motorist, reported two deer 
strikes, performed traffi c control 
once, investigated four building 
alarms, transported two inmates 
and responded to one call for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to an appliance fi re on Riverside 
Drive.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to an 
electrical fi re in the 500 block of 
North Main Street.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins
reported charges against 12 indi-
viduals last week. 
Felonies

Kevin Dewayne Thompson, 
32, of Heathsville was charged 
September 28 with a Circuit 

Court probation violation.
Karl Noland Blackwell, 

45, of Reedville was charged 
September 28 on Prince Wil-
liam County warrants with a 
probation violation and two 
counts of failing to register as 
a violent sex offender. Black-
well also was charged on Nor-
thumberland County warrants 
with misdemeanor counts 
of reckless driving, driving 
while suspended and resisting 
arrest.
Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg man, 22, was 
charged September 28 on a 
Richmond County warrant with 
failure to appear in the Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court.

A Hague man, 68, was charged 
September 28 with telephone 
harassment.

A Newport News woman, 28, 
was charged September 28 with 
failure to appear in the Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court.

A Warsaw man, 18, was 
charged September 30 with 
destruction of property.

A Lancaster woman, 35, was 
charged October 1 with two 
counts of failure to appear in the 
General District Court.

A Heathsville man, 38, was 
charged October 2 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

A Kilmarnock woman, 44, 
was charged October 2 with 
assault and battery of a family or 
household member.

A Lancaster man, 57, was 
charged October 2 with a second 
offense of driving while intoxi-
cated within fi ve years, driving 
without a license, and refusal to 
submit to a blood-alcohol test.

A Warsaw man, 34, was 
charged October 3 with driving 
while intoxicated, a second such 
offense within fi ve years.

A Hague woman, 25, was 
charged October 4 on a Lan-
caster County warrant with 
shoplifting from a Kilmarnock 
area business.

LANCASTER COUNTY 
CRIME SOLVERS

GOT NEWS?
Ed i to r@RRecord.com

Tuesdays  a t  noon
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This week I have been called upon to con-
dense and distill my lifetime study of Vir-

ginia history. In short, a distinguished foreign 
visitor, one who never has been to America 
previously, has asked to see the essence of Vir-
ginia. His personal focus is on military sub-
jects and he is fascinated by Jefferson. When 
initially asked, I replied, “How many weeks do 
we have?”  The reply was “48 hours.”

We have a driver, and my role is to point the 
way and talk.

We start in Southern Maryland, cross the 
Nice Bridge, noting Mathias Point and the 
escape of John Wilkes Booth following the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln, enter the 
Northern Neck, passing James Monroe’s 
Birthplace, the once important port of Leed-
stown, where the resolutions arguably began 
the American Revolution, and George Wash-
ington’s Birthplace. After a brief stop at Strat-
ford Hall, we pass through Montross, remark-
ing about Richard Henry Lee having been in 
debtor’s prison there, and Nomini Hall, the 
home of Robert Carter, the first emancipator, 
the precursor of Lincoln.

Further along Route 3, explaining how the 
good folks in Richmond County were so sym-

pathetic with the plight of the Poles in their 
failed revolt against Tsar Nicholas II of Russia 
that they named their county seat Warsaw. On 
we go through Kilmarnock, comparing our 
town to its namesake in Scotland, with another 
brief stop at Christ Church, and across the 
Rappahannock and down to Gloucester Court 
House to see the court square, and discuss the 
role of Gloucester Point 
in the Battle of Yorktown 
which won us indepen-
dence. As we pass the turn 
to Rosewell, I tell him 
about America’s greatest 
ruin, and suggest a visit on 
his next jaunt across The 
Pond.

Once on the other side 
of the York, lunch at the Riverwalk Restau-
rant next to the bridge, on the site where the 
Comte de Grasse’s French fleet bottled up the 
British fleet in the York River, after which we 
pay our respects to the Surrender Field, where 
Lord Cornwallis sent an aide to deliver his 
sword to General Washington, who correctly 
refused it, asking his aide, General Benjamin 
Lincoln, to accept it in his stead.  Yorktown is 

always a breath of fresh air when touring, in 
that commercialism and development have not 
breached its historic integrity.

From Yorktown we take one of America’s 
most beautiful roads, the Colonial Parkway 
to Jamestown to see the recent archeological 
developments, and then to get the best per-
spective on the Settlement, we take the free 

ferry to Scotland and 
return, then back to 
Williamsburg, with 
dinner at the King’s 
Arms Tavern, followed 
by a post-dessert walk 
through the old town.

The next morning 
we see the College of 
William and Mary, 

second only to Harvard in age among Ameri-
can institutions of higher learning, and visit 
the Capitol, Governor’s Palace, Magazine and 
Wythe House.  We then leave the colonial cap-
ital, where Jefferson was a student, and head 
for Charlottesville, stopping in Richmond to 
see the restored Capitol, which was the result 
of his fascination with the Maison Carree in 
Nimes, France, as well as America’s oldest 

governor’s mansion.
We return to the highway, and on to Charlot-

tesville, with an after-dinner stroll past Jeffer-
son’s Rotunda and the Lawn of The University 
of Virginia, where students and faculty have 
lived for almost two centuries. The next day 
we visit the World Heritage Site of Monti-
cello, momentarily living where he lived and 
then taking the Slave Tour to experience how 
those who did not have freedom lived. The 
Slave Tour is a later addition to the Monticello 
experience, but is essential to see the whole 
picture. Another new concept at Monticello is 
the Garden Tour, which introduces visitors to 
Jefferson’s myriad interests in horticulture.

When we depart Monticello, and have lunch 
at Farmington, my 48 hours will be complete, 
and my host role finished, as our visitor will be 
flying from Charlottesville to Dulles Airport 
for his flight back to Europe that evening. As 
he leaves I tell him that next time we must see 
Mount Vernon, Gunston Hall, Montpelier, the 
James River Plantations, Natural Bridge, the 
Civil War battlefields, Appomattox, and Jef-
ferson’s own escape, Poplar Forest, but I add 
that I shall need more than 48 hours for that 
jaunt.

Yorktown is always a breath 
of fresh air when tour-
ing, in that commercialism 
and development have not 
breached its historic integrity.

Focal Point

Double rainbow
This double rainbow ended at Bryant’s Corner on 
Courthouse Road in Northumberland County. However, 
there was no pot of gold to be found.

       Photo by Cyndie Bryant

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

 Last week the House of Rep-
resentatives passed my Chesa-
peake Bay Accountability and 
Recovery Act (H.R. 1053), by a 
bipartisan vote of 418-1. I intro-
duced the bill at the beginning 
of the 111th Congress and it 
would streamline the monitor-
ing and coordination of the bay 
restoration efforts among 10 
federal agencies, six states and 
the District of Columbia, over 
1,000 localities and multiple 
non-governmental organiza-
tions. 

Currently, the complexity 
and number of folks involved 
in the process has failed to pro-
duce significant results. Pas-
sage of this legislation is by no 
means the only effort necessary 
to renew the health of the bay. 
However, it is the down pay-
ment we vitally need to accom-
plish this effort.

My bill would fully imple-
ment two cutting-edge man-
agement techniques, crosscut 
budgeting and adaptive man-
agement. Neither technique is 
currently required or fully used 
in the bay restoration efforts, 
where results have lagged far 
behind the billions of dollars 

spent. Both methods required 
by the bill have been used suc-
cessfully in complex restoration 
efforts in the Everglades, the 
Great Lakes and the California 
Bay Delta.

Additionally, my bill requires 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency to appoint an indepen-
dent evaluator to review and 
report on restoration activities, 
and the integration of adaptive 
management and other initia-
tives suggested by the Chesa-
peake Executive Council. The 
evaluator would report findings 
and recommendations to Con-
gress every three years.

I was overwhelmed by the 
amount of support that this leg-
islation received throughout the 
process. The passage of this bill 
is a testament to the fact that 
bipartisanship isn’t dead.

Legislators have come 
together from across the aisle 
to highlight the vital role the 
bay plays in the daily lives of 
citizens throughout the water-
shed and to ensure its recovery. 
I have great hopes that the same 
spirit will be carried over to 
the Senate and I’m working to 
ensure its swift passage.

(Part one of a four-part series)
Government-run healthcare is an American tradition

As a physician who participates in Medicare (government-
run healthcare for the elderly), I support continued government 
involvement in supplying healthcare to the needy of our country. I 
also agree with the current administration’s emphasis on extending 
health insurance coverage to all Americans.

I have a few ideas about healthcare reform, my perspective 
shaped not by political ideology or a background in healthcare 
economics, but rather by 15 years of experience in working with 
Medicare, dealing with for-profit insurance companies, as an 
enrollee in a high deductible health savings account and as a 
regular volunteer at our free health clinic. What I have to say is 
informed more by my experience and my faith than by allegiance 
to a particular party or political philosophy. Consistent with this 
experience and faith, I believe that our society has an obligation 
to publicly fund healthcare for the elderly and the poor.

However, as much as I appreciate the federal government’s 
role in caring for the less fortunate of our society, I am not sure 
that government-run healthcare is the answer for the rest of us. I 
am equally convinced that our current for-profit insurance model 
offers no real answers to our dilemma. Let me make my case. 

Despite what many believe, the U.S. government does a good 
job providing healthcare for Americans 65 and older. Since 1966, 
Medicare has benefitted hundreds of millions of people who 
would effectively be declared uninsurable by for-profit compa-
nies. Where only 50 percent of Americans over 65 were insured 
in 1965, now approximately 95 percent of seniors are covered 
through traditional Medicare, or through federally subsidized 
Medicare HMOs.

From a physician’s perspective, Medicare provides the benefit 
of a single payer system; one set of charges, one relatively simple 
way to apply for payment. Since I began my Medicare-only prac-
tice (at area nursing homes), I don’t have to worry about whether 
I’m in or out of network, whether my charges are going to be 
reimbursed at a “discounted” rate because I’m not a “preferred 
physician,” whether I have sent my patients to the appropriate, 
approved specialist, or whether that specialist will say, “I don’t 
take Medicare patients.” 

Medicare’s single payer system simplifies my paperwork, 
reduces my overhead and provides good medical coverage for 
my patients, many of whom would never be able to afford private 
insurance. Medicare can’t reject someone for previous conditions; 
in fact, it takes all the previous conditions that no self-respecting 
for-profit insurance company would touch with a 10-foot pole. It 
does one of the things that our government has always done best – 
protecting the minority, the poor and the powerless, those pushed 
to the margins of a society that values independence, but tends to 
undervalue those who are dependent. For this, the government is to 
be commended.

On the other hand, Medicare has been costly, and has shown 
itself to be horribly inept at controlling those costs. There are a 
lot of opinions as to why – the government is by nature better 
at spending than saving, the price of medical technology has 
increased more rapidly than foreseen, doctors order too many tests, 
the elderly are the most expensive group to insure – take your pick. 

I am not of the mindset, however, that because Medicare is 
expensive and bulky it means the government should have no role 
in providing healthcare for its citizens. I also reject the claim that 
government run healthcare is un-American or Marxist. Our Ameri-
can tradition of publicly funded healthcare continues to be the 
right thing to do, fulfilling the Judeo-Christian emphasis of honor-
ing our fathers and mothers, of caring for the poor and the elderly. 
Next, my ideas for helping to ensure Medicare is there for us and 
our children.

James L. Wright, MD, PhD, is a physician specializing in long-
term care as well as a candidate for the Masters of Arts in Theo-
logical Studies at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond. He 
is currently working on a book about identity change in dementia 
titled Love Endures.

Healthcare Reform: 
A View From The Front Line

by James L. Wright, MD, PhD

(Reprinted from the October 8, 1909, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Temperance
White Stone district Anti-Saloon 

League will meet Tuesday afternoon at 
2:30 at White Stone Baptist Church.

In the contested election Roanoke 
“wet” by a few votes. Woodstock went 
“dry” by a small margin.

The annual rally of Lancaster County 
Anti-Saloon League will be held at 
Lancaster Courthouse Friday, October 
22nd.

The executive committee of the Anti-
Saloon League, at a meeting just held 
in Richmond, instructed its workers, 
which include the state superintendent 
and the four district superintendents, to 
ascertain the sentiment of the people on 
the passage of a law by the next General 

Assembly giving the people the right to 
call by petition an election on the ques-
tion of state-wide prohibition.

Fish and Oyster Notes
Carter’s Creek Fish Guano Works, at 

Irvington, “cut out” fishing Saturday. 
Others on the Great Wicomico, have 
also “cut out” some of their boats.

Oyster shucking houses along the 
Rappahannock have started up and are 
making shipments daily. E. W. Long & 
Co., Irvington, were about the first to 
shuck—about three weeks ago. Oysters 
are in fair shucking condition and prices 
ranging between 70 cents and $1 per 
gallon for shucked stock and from 25 
cents to 45 cents a bushel in the shell.

This week will about end the crab 
season which has been a good one. Our 
oystermen have not gone to work here 

as yet and we don’t know what the pros-
pect is for good stock. Planted oysters in 
the creeks are picking up and we think 
they will get fat soon. The menhaden 
fishermen here have had a good season; 
and hand-line fishing has been good.

Fall Opening
Beginning Monday, October 11, and 

lasting six days, Schwartzman Bros. 
stores at White Stone and Kilmarnock 
will be the scene of their Fall Opening, 
the like of which has never been seen 
in this county. In addition to seeing a 
beautiful display of new goods and new 
styles, each lady during the week will be 
given a souvenir and each purchase of a 
dollar will carry with it a premium.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

In the anger and fury in the 
debate over health care reform, 
we have collectively failed to 
answer a fundamental ques-
tion: Is access to healthcare 
a right, or is it a commodity 
available only to those who can 
afford it?  

There is a common fallacy 
that “everyone who needs care 
receives care,” which is far 
from true. Surgery or cancer 
care, for example, must be paid 
for in advance by the unin-
sured. Without clearly realizing 
it, we have accepted the posi-
tion that making a profit from 
the pain and suffering of others 
is laudable and that for-profit 
health care corporations serve 
the greater public good.

Extracting a profit from each 
health transaction by its nature 
reduces the resources avail-
able for care and raises costs. 
A third of every dollar spent on 
health care in the U.S. is con-
sumed by insurance bureau-
cracies and profits. Under any 
health system, whether for-
profit, not-for-profit, or gov-
ernmental, decisions must be 
made on whether or not to pay 
for expensive services.  

What is morally question-
able is the basis upon which 
for-profit insurance companies 
make these decisions. Service 
denials are made by employees 
whose income is determined 
by their ability to deny claims. 
To be clear, the insurance com-
pany clerk that your physician 
is obliged to call for permission 
to send you to the hospital is 
financially rewarded for saying 
“no.” 

If we as a nation explicitly 
believe that healthcare is a 
commodity to be available only 
to those who can afford it, then 
it follows that making a profit 
is moral and desirable. If we 
are clear in this decision, then 
we must accept the costs, both 
financial and in terms of pain 
and suffering.

Greg Becker,  
Reedville

Healthcare: 
by right, or 
for only those 
who can afford it?

As a wife, mother and pro-
fessional woman, I support 
Bob McDonnell for governor. 

He deserves our applause for 
focusing on issues like restor-
ing fiscal responsibility to 
government, supporting educa-
tion by increasing classroom 
funding, supporting renewable 
energy and developing energy 
resources in Virginia to lead 
our country towards energy 
independence.  His priori-
ties include solving Virginia’s 
transportation issues, protect-
ing the Chesapeake Bay, water 
quality and preserving open-
space land.  He believes values 
and family matter. It is difficult 
to find fault with his vision for 
the future of Virginia.  

It is unfortunate that his 
opponents go to a student thesis 
to find controversy. I read his 
thesis and am impressed that 
the person that wrote the fol-
lowing will protect the individ-
ual rights of Virginians.

“To combine successfully 
limited government and legiti-
mate family support, Repub-

Support McDonnell
for governor

lican legislators must commit 
to facilitate an atmosphere 
where individual responsibility 
is encouraged and esteemed, 
and apathy and neglect are not 
underwritten by government. 
First, there should be no inter-
vention where Constitutional 
and statutory powers do not 
allow, where principles of fed-
eralism grant exclusive state 
authority, and where family 
autonomy circumscribes. Poli-
cies presupposing that govern-
ment is a benevolent agent of 
social change fail to under-
stand the social and legal order, 
and function as a long-term 
detriment to building strong 
families.” 

We need someone like Bob 
McDonnell to lead Virginia 
during the next four years.  
Virginia must lead in the 21st 
century and remind the federal 
government in Washington that 
it cannot arbitrarily take away 
our individual rights. The Com-
monwealth is fortunate to have 
a citizen like Bob McDonnell 
who is willing to make the per-
sonal and family sacrifices to 
be governor. It is important that 
we elect leaders who will pro-
tect our right to the individual 
freedoms found in our Consti-
tution.

Sherilynn Hummel, MD,
Burgess

Europeans were able to cross 
the Atlantic by using trigonome-
try developed in Egypt, the com-
pass invented in China, utilized 
knowledge of astronomy devel-
oped in Mesopotamia, made cal-
culations with numbers created 
in India, and drew on knowledge 
written in letters created by the 
Romans.

Fueled by distaste for the 
British monarch’s absolute rule, 
democracy and debate acquired 
from the ancient Greeks and 
Romans led the U.S. founders 
to form a republic with a con-
stitution while its contents and 
reasoning were scrutinized by 
the public through press releases 
known as The Federalist Papers. 
A culmination of centuries of 
man’s struggle for freedom, 
independence and government 
transparency, it is also  clear that 
the Constitution and these essays 
had a dramatic impact on global 
civilization.

Written at such great cost to 
its authors and their brave fol-
lowers, the Constitution and the 
Federalist Papers point out how 
absolute rule is unacceptable, 
and most importantly, how to 
avoid it. Presently, patriots are 
imploring the country to adhere 
to the Constitution because there 
is much concern that our elected 
officials, while pretending to act 
within their powers to improve 
the country, are ignoring history 
and have been trying to accom-
plish what they have no Consti-
tutional right to undertake, the 
business of developing, distrib-
uting and selling goods.

My Random House Diction-
ary says “socialism is a theory 
or system of social organization 
by which the means of produc-
tion and distribution of goods are 
owned and controlled collectively 
or by the government.”  I  don’t 
think this is what the founders 
had in mind and  that they would 
unanimously agree that those 
who ignore history  are destined 
to repeat and  regret  it.

Matt W. Johnston,
Morattico

Beware of socialism
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DISTRICT 1 SUPERVISOR
“A Balanced & Civil Approach for our Future”

PleasantsForSupervisor@Gmail.Com
Call (804) 462-0893 with any questions.
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Political Advertisement

Authorized by Pleasants for Supervisor

We have an opportunity to select Richard to represent 
us on the Lancaster Board of Supervisors

✓ Open and accessible government
✓ Workforce development and diversifi cation

✓ Responsible use of funds
✓ Strong education for our youth

INDEPENDENT

olD doG, new triCks!

Monday through Saturday, 4 PM - Midnight
Dinner Seatings 5 PM until 9:30 PM

4347 Irvington Road .  Irvington, VA

804-438-6363 
www.trickdogcafe.comheRe boY!
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EEOC
Early Evening Oysters & Cocktails!

Come  join us at the bar for discriminating prices!
Monday - Friday 4:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.

4357 Irvington, Road, Irvington, VA
804-438-6363

www.natestrickdogcafe.com

HISTORYLAND COMMUNITY
WORKSHOP SALE

NOVEMBER 21 • 8:30 am-12:30 pm

Historyland Raffl e
First Prize - $300

YOUR LETTERS

Overall spending by the govern-
ment has changed dramatically in 
about 100 years. In 1902, spending 
was 7 percent of the Gross National 
Product (GNP). It was about 25 
percent in 1945.  In 2010, it will be 
about 35 per cent.

This spending diverts resources 
from the private sector to the public 
sector.  While this is beneficial in 
some cases, generally it is not good 
for society because it robs the pro-
ductive, creative private sector of 
resources. The government distrib-
utes these resources in ways that 
mostly do not create wealth, but 
restrict our freedom of choice.

These actions result in more 
people taking from the public sector  
without being productive. They 
also create special interests that 
lobby for more of the same.  Look 
at how much the lobbying industry 
has increased: 50 percent in the past 
decade.  Do you believe they have 
your best interests in mind?  Last 
year the healthcare lobbies spent 
about $500 million. They have 
already exceeded that amount this 
year.

Politicians remind me of the 
Fabian Society with the tortoise as 
its symbol, representing the slow 
but creeping erosion of individual 
liberties and freedoms.  It is up to 
each of us to stop this erosion. I 
want to help stop it as an elected 
member of the Northern Neck Soil 
and Water Board representing Nor-
thumberland County.  If you ran 
your business or household the way 
politicians run the government with 
massive debt growing with no end 
in sight, how long would you be in 
business or own a home?

That debt is put on our shoulders 
and on those of future generations.  
Soon our national debt will exceed 
the GNP, which is not good because 
it puts us in the hands of lenders 
who are mostly foreign countries 
and individuals.

Take back your government 
from the politicians.  Let elected 
officials know that you are opposed 
to uncontrolled taxing and spend-
ing. Write letters, send e-mails, or 
telephone your elected officials in 
Congress, the vice-president, and 
the president. Do the same with 
your state and local elected offi-
cials. Tell us your stand on issues. It 
will remind us that we are elected 
by you and can be replaced by you 
at the next election.

John A. Kelley,
Kilmarnock 

Control the 
national debt

If health care is not fixed, how 
do we afford double the costs 
of other developed nations? 

All other industrialized 
democracies guarantee health 
care for everybody. 

According to the World 
Health Organization, U.S. citi-
zens receive health care ranked 
37th in the world.  

We deserve better. Let’s fix 
it.

We should require all medi-
cal service providers to publish 
their charges for each service, 
details of infections occurring 
in their facilities, details of 
malpractice suits, staff levels 
and qualifications, and services 
provided and those in which 
they specialize.

We should require health 
insurers over the next genera-
tion to phase in only universal 
large-deductible plans and have 
employers transfer the savings 
into employees’ health savings 
accounts. 

Employees would pay for reg-
ular office visits and would be 
responsible for selecting health 
care services in the market. The 
unemployed or retired would 
receive some sort of subsidy. 
Each consumer would have a 
“skin-in-the -game” motivation 
to use the knowledge to select 
competitively priced quality 
care. 

We should steer all providers 
and insurers away from fee-
for-service and toward flat fee 
annual care programs. These 
plans would provide and cover 
all basic healthcare needs, 
specialists included. The most 
severe or costly illness would 
be covered by the large deduct-
ible insurance above the annual 
care plan. 

Establish an out-of-court, 
no-fault malpractice process 
to decide on claim merit and 
compensation, and which 
would interface with licensing 
boards. 

Challenges abound and toes 
will get stepped on, but we owe 
it to ourselves to think about 
solutions and do something 
constructive for our country, 
and not just for politics.   

Jim Knupp,
Hartfield

Fix health care

 I own a house at 292 Bowline 
Road that will look down Antipoi-
son Creek almost directly at the 
proposed pier. I am convinced the 
pier would significantly devalue 
my property and the value of 
Antipoison Creek to the public 
generally.

 I do not see why those who 
want to put a boat in just don’t 
pay $6 to Mr. Robbins and put 
their boat in there, if they want to. 
Surely anyone who can afford a 
boat, could get a better deal from 
him than the proposed pier and 
parking lot owner/lessee. 

There is nothing wrong with 
making money, but we have all 
the commercial interests we need 
on Antipoison. And I’m sure the 
commercial guys for years have 
had enough of us; God bless 
them. 

I also do not feel the Antipoi-
son channel out Little and Fleet’s 
bays can handle the traffic safely 
or reasonably that would develop 
for any piers’ users and existing-
to-future residents. 

We never want a “Maryland 
sport persons” monstrosity in Vir-
ginia or the west side of the bay 
to develop like virtually all of the 
creeks and rivers in Maryland.   

I will do everything I can to 
oppose this and hope the hearing 
went poorly for the zoning appli-
cants on September 24. Sorry I 
was unable to be there.

I actually like the traffic on 
Antipoison on big weekends and 
the crowd at Cedar Beach, but 
this would make it ridiculous. 

The balance between residen-
tial and commercial is good now, 
and, if it needs to change, it needs 
to move toward the more residen-
tial end of the range.

Doug Monroe III,
Richmond

Say no to the
pier and ramp

Women of Lancaster County, 
meet the real Bob McDonnell, 
Republican candidate for gov-
ernor.

His real agenda has been 
exposed in a recently revealed 
93-page political blueprint for 
governing, which he wrote a 
little more than a year from 
announcing his first run for 
public office.

Under that plan, women 
would be stigmatized for work-
ing outside the home, access 
to contraception would be all 
but banned and women would 
be denied equal pay for equal 
work. He wrote this social plan 
as a grown man – he wasn’t 
some 20-year-old who hadn’t 
yet experienced real life. 

Two years after he put his 
playbook on paper, he was 
elected as legislator in Vir-
ginia.  For the next 20 years, 
McDonnell as a legislator and 
leader in the Republican Party 
systematically worked to enact 
this agenda.

Today, McDonnell says 
jobs will be his top priority, 
but his philosophy and corre-
sponding public record is what 
guides him as a public official. 
McDonnell’s social agenda has 
always been and will certainly 
be his priority as governor. 

Creigh Deeds has an entirely 
different agenda.  Creigh 
believes Virginia must continue 
to move forward, to jump-start 
our economy, pass a transpor-
tation plan, provide opportu-
nity and a great education for 

The real McDonnell

A concerned citizen in last 
week’s Record echoed the con-
cern of almost everyone that 
spoke at last week’s meeting 
regarding the proposed boat land-
ing: “I understand there is a need 
for public access to the water.”

I happen to agree with this 
statement. Although I am not too 
certain about the details of the 
project, I feel strongly that the 
water should be accessible for 
all to use and enjoy, regardless of 
whether you own property on the 
water or not.

It seems that one of the main 
arguments against getting a public 
access point on Antipoison Creek 
is the suggestion that no one can 
catch fish on the creek. If the 
creek was clean, would this be a 
problem? I am almost certain this 
whole argument over the pier pro-
posal would be an easier decision 
to make if the water in Antipoison 
Creek was clean and fishable.

This brings up the question, 
why hasn’t the board of supervi-
sors seriously looked into this in 
the past? I realize that this would 
be one of the larger projects the 
board had undertaken in recent 
years, but a clean creek system 
would be well within the public’s 
interest.

If a group of private citizens 
can get Greenvale Creek dredged, 
why can’t the board of supervi-
sors take action on behalf of the 
citizens they represent? They cer-
tainly have had enough years to 
do so.

Richard Pleasants, candidate 
for the board of supervisors in 
District I, seems to have the right 
idea: clean the creeks and all of 
us would be better off. It certainly 
would make the decision around 
creating a public access to the 
water a bit easier.

Brent Mihills,
Lancaster

Clean the creeks

I see that Catherine Crabill 
ran a paid advertisement about 
Albert Pollard’s refusal to 
join her in an “innovative and 
unique” series of campaign 
debates.

I imagine one reason that 
Albert is not going to take her 
up on this challenge is that there 
are traditional procedures and 
formats for political debates 
and no one knows what her 
definition of “unique and inno-
vative” debates might mean. 
With the rules of engagement 
undefined, such an event would 
be like joining a game in which 
you have no idea what the rules 
are.

There are other good reasons 
for Albert to turn down her invi-
tation. For one, her candidacy is 
not even supported by the state 
Republican Party organization. 
Still, she apparently has local 
support which may come from 
a speech she gave at a TEA 
Party gathering in Northum-
berland. That was her reckless, 
“ballot box or the bullet box” 
speech—remarks that earned 
her a few minutes of exposure 
on You Tube and described as 
“completely insane.”

She also says she wants stu-
dents to witness these debates. 
No way should young people 
with their incomplete knowl-
edge of the complexities of the 
state and federal government be 
exposed to the kind of political 
extremism which she preaches.

In summary, she simply 
doesn’t qualify as a credible, 
politically informed and disci-
plined candidate capable of a 
thoughtful public debate, par-
ticularly in a format with no 
clear-cut ground rules. This is 
why I think Albert has made a 
sound decision not to debate.

Frank Mann,
Lancaster

Debate—not

Upon learning of the pro-
posed public boat launch on 
Antipoison Creek, I decided 
that I should attend the next 
hearing. My motivation for 
attending was two-fold, I live 
on the waterfront, and I did not 
care for how the residents of 
the nearby community received 
notification of the pending 
project. Additionally, it does 
seem like a lot of money.

There certainly is a lot of 
desire for the project and its 
consideration, as I understand 
it, spans a decade or more. 
The proposed site is zoned 
Industrial and currently there is 
commercial boat traffic on the 
creek. A tax increase is planned 
to pay for the project.

Because this board elected 
to conduct its business behind 
closed doors and away from the 
public should be of a concern to 
all of the citizens of Lancaster 
County. Information concern-
ing the project is restricted to 
only a few, therefore it is hard 
to decide if it is something that 
deserves support.

As I understand it, for 
$60,000 a year with an esca-
lation clause of an additional 
$6,000 per year after five years, 
the owner will obtain permits 
to build the boat ramp and 
fishing pier. Gas pumps were 
mentioned but not who will 
provide the fuel or pump the 
gas. Ground maintenance was 
not discussed or what happens 
if the owner defaults on the 

Process to acquire 
access is questionable

Letter writers are reminded of the 300-word maximum 
on all letters.

Letters may be submitted by email to editor@rrecord.
com, by fax at 804-435-2632, by mail at P.O. Box 400, or 
in person at 27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock, where 
there is a mail slot in the door for after-hours submissions.

All letters should be addressed to the editor. Remember 
to include your name, phone number and place of resi-
dence on all letters. All letters are subject to editing.

All letters appear at the discretion of the editor and/or 
publisher. When space is not available in the paper, let-
ters may occasionally appear in the Opinion section of the 
Record website, RRecord.com.

Letters praising or condemning private businesses, let-
ters of a personal nature and personal thank-you letters 
will not run. Letters penned by the same writer will not 
run in consecutive issues.

Writers are also reminded that the October 22 edition 
is the last one in which letters endorsing candidates in the 
November 3 election may appear. Campaign letters should 
address the issues and avoid personal attacks.

Letters which appear to be part of a letter-writing cam-
paign organized by a candidate’s staff, those which appear 
to be lifted from a blog or other internet site, and those 
which otherwise appear not to be the work of the person 
under whose name the letter is submitted will not run.

Under state law, anyone who knowingly submits false 
information to a newspaper for publication is subject to 
misdemeanor charges.

LETTER GUIDELINES

every child in every corner of 
the Commonwealth. McDon-
nell will take us back to the 
divisive, ultra-partisan battles 
of the past.

McDonnell’s thesis is pub-
licly available at the Regent 
University library.

Donna Thompson,
White Stone

agreement.
The location seems to be 

appropriate. However, my 
objections remain the same. It 
is not what is proposed, but the 
process. The lease is not avail-
able for the public to review, 
and even if it was, comments 
will not be allowed.

We, the folks who are going 
to pay for it can only attend 
the meeting to witness its up 
or down vote. The impression 
I get is even this small conces-
sion is considered an inconve-
nience.

Regardless of the merits of 
the proposal, one has to ask, 
why the lack of transparency? 
Please call your supervisor 
today and request full disclo-
sure for this project.

Charles Green,
Kilmarnock

Rappahannock
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Located Across the street from Mary Ball Washington Museum 
8373 Mary Ball Road (Route 3) Lancaster, Virginia 22503

(804) 462-0080

A Historic Northern Neck 
Tradition of 

Delicious Meals 
at Affordable Prices

October is 

Oyster Month
at the Lancaster Tavern

Serving Dinner Nightly (except Wed.)

Oysters on the Half Shell, Roasted or Fried.

Come Hear (Local Band) The Rivah Band
Saturday Night Out on the Deck 

6:00 to Closing • Call for Reservations

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
and in support of all the lives that have been touched by cancer – 

INTERIORS by Decorating Den is donating $25.00 of the first $500 
of your purchase to the Susan G. Komen for the Cure throughout 

the month of October.   Call Today for Your Complimentary 
In-Home Consultation! 804.580.3939

Custom Window Treatment     Fine Furniture
Wall & Floor Covering     Custom Bedding     Lighting & Accessories

www.DecoratingDen.com

Wicomico Parish 
Market Day 

 

Saturday, October 10th 
8 am - 1 pm 

Wicomico Church, VA 
 

 Bake Sale!  Homemade Breads, Cakes, Pies, 
Cookies and other Desserts.  Jams, Jellies and 
Pickles.  Snack Mixes. 

 

 Homemade Gourmet Items!  Soups, Chili, 
    Venison Sausages, and Pot Pies. 
 

 “Good Finds” Yard Sale!  Furniture, Household 
and Outdoor Goods.  Quality Items and Not Junk.  
Used Books. 

 

 Parishioners’ Plants and Produce Booth! 
    Seasonal Produce, Flowers, Plants, Perennials. 
 

 Local Vendors!  Nancy Krogh’s Honey, Lovers 
Retreat Dairy, Simpson Farms, Garner’s Produce 
and Kemper Nursery. 

 

 Tours of our Historic Church!  Founded in 1647.  
Informative Presentation on our History at 10 am. 

 
All proceeds are returned to the community. 

Wicomico Parish Church 
(Episcopal) 

Historyland 
Community Workshop

Greens & Gift Sale
Nov. 21 - 8:30am-12:30pm

Lancaster Middle School
Proceeds benefit Education & Scholarships

H
C
W

 Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive 
and

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.
Now with two repair locations

to serve you.
Burgess and Kilmarnock

Our new Kilmarnock location
(across from McDonalds)

Opening Monday, November 2
Call now in advance to schedule your service work.

804-435-6499
Start Saving NOW for Your Next Car from

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.

A political advertisement 
appeared in the October 1 
Record authorized by “Cath-
erine Crabill for Delegate.” It 
constitutes negative campaign-
ing of the worse kind.

It violates the reverence we 
as Americans hold for God as 
well as for the very fabric of 
our elective process.

Ms. Crabill has strewn the 
county with signs indicating 
her as a candidate for “God 
and Country.” Yet, she blithely 
fabricates groundless innu-
endo and falsehoods in her 
advertisement. Without even a 
scintilla of fact, she attacks her 
opponent’s very character with 
libelous and slanderous prattle. 
Nowhere, however, does she 
say what she will do for the 
people were she to be elected 
by them.

Need proof? Her ad accuses 
her opponent, Albert Pollard, 
of “artful political dodging” 
(apologies to “Oliver Twist”), 
“mudslinging” and “charac-
ter assassination,” none of 
which is supported by a single 
attempt at fact or proof. These 
assertions without any basis 
are themselves “artful political 
dodging” of the issues, “mud-
slinging” and “character assas-
sination.”

“Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against they neighbor.” 
She acts in a way directly con-
trary to the slogan of “God and 
Country” she so boldly embla-
zons on her election signs.  Her 
statements take on the mantle 
of her own accusations.

As far as her sloganistic use 
of the word “country” is con-
cerned, the calumnious com-
ments in her advertisement 
are themselves disrespectful 
to and destructive of the very 
free elective process our coun-
try must so jealously guard. 
She does not speak to protect-
ing our country. She seeks 
to undermine the free elec-
tion of representatives of the 
public will with falsehoods and 
thoughtless diatribe.

Finally, she threatens to 
debate an “empty chair.” Such 
an empty debate might well 
suit the tenor of her empty 
advertisement. How can she 
expect any opponent (or voter, 
for that matter) to take her seri-
ously in the face of such empty 
smear tactics?

Come on, Ms. Crabill, give 
us a reason to vote for you. 
Get down to the issues. We the 
voters demand that of you. No 
more of this junk. No more 
mindless attacks. No more 
muckraking. No more mud-
slinging. No more negative 
campaigning. Instead, tell us 
what you will do if elected.

The voters are tired of such 
negative campaigning. Your 
opponent’s experience and 
prior performance, from his 
years as Tayloe Murphy’s aide 
to his multiple terms as Del-
egate in the Legislature, speak 
for themselves. What do you 
have to offer?

Please tell us what it is that 
you intend to do if elected.

Edward H. Gorman Jr.,
Weems

The strange 
smell of politics

Being opposed to “Obama-
Care” is not the same as being 
opposed to reform, or being 
opposed to helping those who 
cannot afford health care.

Our current debt for Medicare 
and Social Security is somewhere 
between 50 and 100 trillion dol-
lars, depending on the assump-
tions built into the cost estimate. 

On the other hand, the annual 
income of our government from 
taxes and all other sources is cur-
rently less than 3 trillion, and it’s 
all obligated to current operations 
plus interest on the monstrous 
debt.

The government’s annual 
income rarely covers its annual 
expenses. Even in the few years 
when there was supposedly a 
“surplus,” that was only because 
of big cuts in defense and the 
excess of social security pay-
ments coming in at that time over 
the government’s current social 
security obligations.  Further, the 
50 to 100 trillion figure does not 
even include various other major 
government obligations already 
incurred such as public employ-
ees’ pensions.

There is absolutely no way to 
deal with our 100 trillion dollar 
debt other than inflating the 
dollar.  Increasing tax rates won’t 
touch it.  Even if, for example, 
the government confiscates every 
bit of individual income above 
$250,000, it wouldn’t begin to 
reduce that debt. 

It’s standard operating proce-
dure for politicians of both parties 
to buy votes by incurring debt, 
leaving the problem to future 
politicians who shrug their shoul-
ders and do the same.  However, 
it’s not difficult for the rest of us 
to understand that we cannot con-
tinue to incur debt – our nation’s 
survival is at stake.  It should also 
be obvious, based on past experi-
ence, that the government operat-
ing as an “insurer” is not such a 
good idea.  

 While the politicians are will-
ing to spend yet another few tril-
lion that we don’t have,  declaring 
with a hand wave, as always, that 
there will be “savings,” please 
note that they have managed to 
completely avoid incurring any 
sacrifice themselves, such as 
invading their favorite honey-pot - 

The phrase “green shoots” 
has frequently been mislead-
ing. Greening has been any-
thing but.

In 2008, the global climate 
change sector generated $534 
billion, exceeding the revenues 
of the aerospace and defense 

YOUR LETTERS

Green economy 
acceleration

industries combined (accord-
ing to research by Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Bank).

Resulting green revenues 
jumped 75 percent in the face 
of the deepest phase of our 
global recession.

This year soaring green 
activity is providing a key new 
linchpin in the global eco-
nomic recovery. America could 
have been benefitting for years 
already if President Bush had 
not repeatedly insisted that 
greening would only harm our 
economy. Now U.S. investment 
banks and multinational cor-
porations are funding or part-
nering with cleantech entre-
preneurs who knew better, and 
didn’t give up.

Global cleantech employ-
ment has more than doubled in 
five years to 2.4 million. State-
side, all of this activity has 
been building before most of 
our new president’s renewable 
energy stimulus dollars have 
kicked in.

This long overdue momen-
tum now has a life of its own. 
But where we could have led, it 
is the EU who does and China 
who will supplant them, not us, 
according to the International 
Energy Agency.

Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Study all
options closely

tort reform. Neither are they inter-
ested in subjecting themselves to 
the health care plan that they are 
designing for the rest of us.  

To add insult to injury, at least 
some of the current reform bills 
apparently include the potential 
for unionization of all healthcare 
workers, right up to and includ-
ing doctors, payoff to yet another 
sugar-daddy.

The claims that insurance com-
panies have ripped us off may or 
may not be valid.  But it is clear 
that the states, in conjunction with 
the feds, created this problem if 
it does indeed exist.  Practically 
every state has eliminated com-
petition by permitting only a few 
carriers to offer health insurance 
within the state. We can buy life 
and auto insurance from any car-
rier, why not health insurance?   

Health insurance as it stands 
has not been a free market, except 
perhaps for those who could 
afford insurance but decided 
instead to spend their money on 
other things.  Politicians now 
touting the public option are at 
the same time claiming the free 
market isn’t working.

If we open up this carrier 
market to all credible health 
insurers, there will be no basis for 
claiming that the public option is 
necessary to ensure competition.  

There is evidently no short-
age of nonprofit health insurers 
out there, so the “co-op” option 
— which is nothing but a place-
holder for the public option, is 
also not needed.

Finally, we had better be will-
ing to learn from our recent 
experience with the politicians’ 
well-intentioned push to “expand 
home-ownership.”  Even simple, 
straight-forward acts can result in 
unmitigated disasters.  Wall Street 
may have amplified the home-
ownership problem, but politi-
cians caused it.

Health insurance reform should 
be introduced in small incremen-
tal steps – each of which should 
be closely monitored.  Much can 
be done before we even consider 
such esoteric things as a “public 
option.”

Denis Ables,
Mollusk  

www.RRecord.com
really, it’s a great source

804.435.1701

URBANNA—Ruth Leilich 
Ramsay died October 7, 2009.

Mrs. Ramsey was born Feb-
ruary 19, 1925. A native of 
Baltimore, Md., she had called 
Urbanna home since 1984.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 55 years, Robert; 
daughter Ann Campbell and 
husband, Mike, of Virginia 
Beach; daughter Joan Ramsay-
Johnson and husband, Carl 
Johnson, of Mathews; son 
Robert L Ramsay Jr. of Crof-
ton; four grandchildren, Chris-
tie and Chase Campbell and 
Nick and Matt Ramsay; and 
one great-grandchild, Michelle 
Ramsay.

A memorial service will be 
held at 1 p.m. Saturday, Octo-
ber 10, at St. Andrews Presby-
terian Church in Kilmarnock. 
In leiu of flowers memorials 
may be made to the Parkinson’s 
Disease Foundation, Opera-
tionsmile.org or the Central 
Middlesex Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, Urbanna.

Obituary

Ruth Leilich Ramsay


