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Supervisors catch
earful on ramp
and pier proposal
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—A proposal for
a public boat ramp and fishing pier
on Antipoison Creek will proceed to
closed negotiations between the board
of supervisors and the property owner,
David George.
More than 150 citizens packed the
General District courtroom last Thursday evening to state their opinions in
a public meeting. After more than two
hours of discussion, supervisors voted
3-2 to send the issue to closed meetings with the property owner to work
on a public/private partnership under
which a 20-year lease for some $1.3
million has been proposed.
Jack Russell, chairman of the Lancaster board of supervisors, and cochair Ernest Palin voted against delaying the decision, saying they wanted
to proceed with the plan immediately.
“What concerns me is that this time
next year we’ll be talking about this
same issue,” Russell said.
All the citizens voiced support for
more public access to area waterways,

but many asked why supervisors were
rushing into the deal and why they
kept the plan from the public until
the Rappahannock Record printed an
article the day supervisors planned to
vote on it.
Objections to the plan centered on
the location. Concerns cited included
increased traffic, boaters ignoring
channel markers and speed limits,
noise and debris pollution, navigation
problems on portions of the creek, and
poor fishing.

Need exists

Supporters noted surrounding counties have multiple locations for public
access while Lancaster only has one,
Greenvale Creek.
Jim Schmidt told supervisors they
couldn’t count Belle Isle State Park as
public access because of the entrance
and launch fees.
“There is only one public boat ramp
in the county at Greenvale Creek...and
one public beach that is 50 feet wide.
We deserve better,” Schmidt said. He
PUBLIC ACCESS, continued on page A2
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From left are Randy Vaughan of Wiley Wilson Architects, builder David Nice, supervisor Ernest Palin, Judge
Taliaferro, supervisors Pete Geilich and Wally Beauchamp, Judge Gordon A.Wilkins, Judge R. Michael McKenney,
county attorney James Cornwell, board of supervisors chair Dr. Jack Russell, and county administrator Bill
Pennell. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Breaking ground on new judicial center
J

udges, county officials and builders sank their shovels in the 24-acre site of the new judicial center in a groundbreaking ceremony last Wednesday in Lancaster.
“Anything worth doing is worth doing well,” said Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III in praising county supervisors for what he called their steadfast committment to the project during “fortuitous times” when “everyone is
pinching pennies.” He said the present courthouse, built before the Civil War, had not kept up with 21st-century
needs, but the new facility will bring all the officers of the court under one roof and in a safer, technologically -equipped structure for the future. The project is expected to be completed in 2011.

Omega retools with local man at the helm
Goodbye smell

by Starke Jett
REEDVILLE—Omega Protein Inc. on Cockrell’s Creek is the last menhaden fish reduction
plant on the East Coast, and one of the largest,
by tonnage, of the fishing ports in the U.S. It has
been recently retooling with a new manager and
new environmental systems designed to improve
air and water quality.
Facing stricter state and national environmental guidelines and seeking to enhance its public
image, plant officials said the company has
invested nearly $14 million in the last two years
to reduce air pollution and water usage through a
couple of new systems to cook the fish they catch
and filter and recycle the plant’s waste water.
The menhaden trawlers from Omega search
the regional waters of the bay and the Atlantic for
schools of menhaden. They are small, oily, highprotein fish that swim in huge schools, which can
number in the millions of fish, and are trapped
with purse nets. Spotter pilots in single-engine
prop planes pinpoint the swarming schools for
the fish boats.
Menhaden are caught to be processed into two
primary high-protein products. The oil extracted
by pressing the fish is used to make Omega 3
fish oil. The remainder of the fish is cooked and
ground up to make animal feed.
The industry has faced pressure during the
last decade from environmental and recreational
fishing groups that maintain the company is overfishing the resource. Menhaden are a food fish
for larger fish and also perform a water filtration
function much like oysters do.
Reedville also has long suffered with the
reputation of being a smelly factory town
because of the unpleasant stench produced
when the menhaden fish are cooked. The town’s
obvious charms of beautiful Victorian homes,
deep water creeks, and close access to the bay
could become much more desirable once the
smell is reduced by the new $12 million cooking system.

The system is designed to eliminate the particulate emitted from the 150-foot-tall landmark
smokestack. It also is hoped the system will
greatly reduce the “smell of money,” as residents
call the fish smell, by 90 percent according to
new plant manager, retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col.
Montgomery Deihl.
“We probably will not eliminate the smell
entirely because we will still be processing millions of fish every week,” said Deihl, “But we will
not be sending it out as much or as far.”
The system is scheduled to go online in late
October or early November. Assistant plant manager Andy Hall has been overseeing the installation of the intricate airless indirect drying system
for the last two years.
The Dupps Company of Germantown, Md., has
been on site in Reedville since May setting up the
machinery for the system, he said. This is the first
such system built by them or employed anywhere
in the U.S. The technology was developed in
Europe about a decade ago and is used by several
other countries around the world.
“The technology is not new,” said Hall, “but the
level of sophistication is much higher with this
system we have.”
The system reduces particulate emissions and
also water consumption by reclaiming and recycling 80 percent of the water used in processing
the fish. Hall estimates the company will reduce
the amount of water drawn from the local groundwater by 10 million gallons a year.
“We are serious about curtailing our water
usage,” said Hall, showing off a new water cleaning system that removes algae particulate from the
recycled water. He held up a beaker full of clear
water drawn from the water recirculation system
that cost over a million dollars.
Another almost half million dollars has been
spent for a computer monitoring system for all the
plant’s systems, according to Hall. This adds up
to almost $14 million and means the company is
investing substantial sums to modernize the plant.

Plant manager Monty Deihl, with the soon-to-be-obsolete smokestack in the background,
overlooks the Omega factory grounds from the unloading tower by the docks.

Hello Deihl

On August 24, Deihl took over the reins of the
Reedville Omega plant from Bob Labruzzo, the
manager since early 2008. Labruzzo had been the
only nonnative manager in the history of the fish
factory.
The Reedville plant employs more than 300
men at the plant and on its 10 trawlers. It circulates
over $30 million annually into the local economy,
according to Deihl.
Deihl was born and raised in Reedville and
worked with his father, Henry Deihl, on the
64-foot “snapper rig” Lady Victoria during the
summers of his college years at Randolph-Macon.
Snapper rigs are smaller versions of the factory
trawlers, giving Deihl firsthand knowledge of the
fishing procedures his men perform.
Deihl walks the docks of Omega every morning
at 6 a.m. Patrolling his command is a habit that he
started in the 20 years he served in the Air Force,
he said. He acquired three master’s degrees, in
administration, aerospace studies and industrial
resource management, from Central Michigan
University while serving in the military.
Deihl also commanded up to 600 men and
was in charge of a munitions storage area during
Desert Storm. He sees many similarities to his
military service in his new role as manager of the
plant.
“It’s all about leading people and managing programs,” said Deihl.
Hall is happy to have a native son running the
show. “We are lucky to have Monty here,” Hall
said. “He is very intelligent and his family has
been involved for generations.”

Overcoming myths

Omega’s assistant plant manager, J.R. Hall, talks with the Dupps Co. job site manager, Jeff
Morris, about the installation of a new airless drying system (in background) which is supposed
to significantly reduce the air and water pollution from the factory. It is scheduled to go online
within a month.
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Deihl’s father and uncle were captains aboard
menhaden trawlers. Deihl ardently defends his
new post, saying that one of his main objectives
is to dispel any myths about the company, the
primary one being that the menhaden resource is
being overfished.
“I would like people to have a better understanding of what we do and quell some of the negative
perceptions,” said Deihl. “Why would we want to
overfish the resource? Our livelihoods depend on
this fish being around. We have worked closely
with NOAA (the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency, which monitors fish populations
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for the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, ASMFC) for decades. The stock of menhaden is safe.”
A NOAA agent, Bradley O’Bier has an office
on the plant grounds and the Virginia Marine
Resources Commission sends agents to the plant
regularly to oversee operations. Omega is closely
monitored because a 109,000-metric-ton-per-year
cap was imposed in 2005 for the fishing in the bay
due to public concern.
“We have never had a problem with them,” said
VMRC spokesman John Bull. “They have not
been close to going over the cap for several years.
The General Assembly will have to reauthorize
the cap this winter and based on the information at
hand, there is no reason to change things.”
Bill Goldbrough is the menhaden specialist
with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and, as an
ASMFC commissioner, one of the “architects of
the cap.” He expressed concern about the menhaden population, but acknowledged that if there
is a problem, it would be a “possible localized
depletion” because the overall numbers of fish are
stable.
“The cap is just a temporary backstop, until we
could get more information,” said Goldbrough.
“We will have much more information this spring,
but there has been bad recruitment for the last 15
years.”
Recruitment is the number of juvenile fish compared to the overall population. Those numbers
are one of the major concerns for the fish management officials.
Goldbrough couldn’t say why the numbers were
off. “That is the $64,000 question,” he said.
“One of the other misperceptions is that we are
catching recreational fish,” said Deihl. “Statistics
show that the bycatch is less than one percent of
our total catch.”
As Deihl surveyed the plant on September 21
from the top deck of an open tower used to unload
the fish from the boats, he said he is committed
to continuing to clean up the factory’s image and
procedures. The soon-to-be-obsolete smokestack
and its spiral staircase hovered over him in the
background.
“I am very happy to be back,” said Deihl. “The
best part is coming back and doing something that
I believe in.”

THIS WEEK ONLINE:

The public access debate
Visit RRecord.com for video of citizens commenting on the proposed public fishing pier and boat
ramp on Antipoison Creek.
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Public access decision is forthcoming

The family of the late

Sterling Palmer

continued from page A1

noted there is good road access
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is zoned industrial. Also, he
thought the partnership would
add jobs in the community.
“Do what you know is right,”
Schmidt said.
“People who oppose the

bins’” that could be used instead,
Jimmy Whitten said. “I’ve been
fishing there for 20 years. The
largest fish I caught was with
a net and it was a dead menhaden.”
Don’t put a fishing pier “at the
end of a mud creek,” James Vick
said. “There’s no fish there. Let’s
be honest, it’s a boat dock.” Vick
warned supervisors not to be
appahannock
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plan already have access. They
want things to stay the same,”
said Lloyd Hill. “If we don’t do
it now, then when? If not here,
where? It’s not a perfect plan.
There will never be a perfect
plan…I think this plan is good
enough. I believe the board did
its due-diligence. Other counties have done this, why can’t
we? I don’t have the opportunity to fish off a public pier.
Something is wrong with that.”
After calling the board one of
the most educated and intelligent the county has seen, Joe
Curry said, “but one thing you
lack is some damn backbone.
Think about the rest of the citizens who don’t have a private”
boat ramp, he said. “We’ve got
to remember the vocal minority could overshadow the silent
majority. We were thinking
about this in 1976. This is not
rushing.”
Hubbard Davis praised the
idea, saying the county will
recoup some of its expenses in
increased taxes for improvements to George’s property.
“I think it’s reasonable,” he
said. “No one owns the creeks.
No one owns the rivers.”

Subscribe to the Record!

❑ $36.00 per year

❑ $28.00 per 6 months

Student subscription: ❑ $20.00 for 9 months

OR: Order an Internet subscription
and download a PDF version of the
entire Rappahannock Record on
your computer! Get it Wednesdays!
❑ $35.00 per year

❑ $24.00 per 6 months

❑ Payment enclosed
❑ Bill me

New ❑ Renewal ❑

❑ Charge to

or

fad-

Name:______________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City:________________________________________
State:____ Zip:__________Phone: _____________
Credit Card No.: ___________________________
Expiration Date: ___________________________
Signature: _________________________________
Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.
P. O. Box 400 • Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400
Phone 804-435-1701, ext. 16, or email circulation@rrecord.com

would like to express their deepest gratitude

like something they can be proud
and appreciation for all the prayer and love
of.” He said the best way for
that was shown during the time of our loss.
such partnerships to work is to
develop a task force that includes
May God Bless you.
the public.
Jim Council objected to the
Lovingly submitted,
board trying to push the proposal through without notifyAudrey E. Palmer & Family
Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
ing the public or getting citizen
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
input under the perception that it
Call your local Authorized
Insurance
didn’t fall under the Freedom of
Anthem agent today to
Information Act.
learn more.
Geilich replied that it isn’t a
For more information please call:
For more
done deal and is still being negoYour Name Here
information
123-456-7890
tiated.
please call:
Your Address Here
“That leads me to ask: What
was the board voting on at last
Michael B. Callis
month’s meeting?” Council
asked.
Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town 804-462-7631
Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 123.
Jenkins, who stopped
the
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Blue Cross
and of
Blue
the trade
of Anthem
of Virginia,
independent
licensee
theShield
Blue is
Cross
and name
Blue Shield
Association.
vote last month byPlans
insisting
onInc. An Anthem
Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee of the Blue
Lancaster, VA
BRKSCG (10/01)
public input, corrected
Geilich, Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®Registered marks Blue CrossED: 12/02
www.mikecallisinsurance.com
saying the vote was to allow the and Blue Shield Association.
committee of Geilich, Palin and
county administrator Bill Pennel
to sign the lease.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

Affordable health
care plans.
Affordable prices.

Public input

Speaking on behalf of client
Charles Marchetti, attorney Lee
Stephens questioned the supervisors’ belief that they could proceed without public input. Stephens said Virginia’s Public-Private Education and Infrastructure
Act of 2002 does not allow the
county to act unilaterally and is
intended to ensure competition,
openness and clear criteria in
the expenditure of public money.
He said the process requires a
public/privacy board to review
all permits, financial plans and
full business plans from both
the owner and county. He asked
them to table the issue.
Attorney John Martin also
raised issues in a letter to supervisors. His client, Fred Baensch,
owns the adjacent property and
claimed neighbors were misled
by David George, owner of
the proposed site, who said he
wanted to build a boat ramp “for
a few friends to use.”
“Imagine (Baensch’s) surprise
when he learned…of a marina..
ship’s store, gas docks, 347-foot
commercial dock, boat ramps,
30 boat trailer parking spaces
and other commercial uses,”
Martin wrote.
Martin also referenced prior
board meetings in 2003 and 2006
in which Windmill Point Marina
proffered a portion of that development for a public boat ramp.
“The county could make a
minimal investment at Windmill Point to upgrade the marina
boat ramp and parking. It makes
much more sense to locate a
public boat ramp next to an
existing marina…than to insert
it in a residential setting.” Martin
also cited the county’s Comprehensive Plan which provides
that...”potential sites for a fishing pier should be located along
a body of water that has a sufficient population of game fish.”
“That alone disqualifies Antipoison Creek from consideration
for a fishing pier,” he said.

Corner of Spring Rd. & Coan Wharf Road, Heathsville

JUST ARRIVED

Great Selection of fall PlantS

Many sizes and colors of Mums to choose from
Pansies, Violets, Shrubs, Perenials and
Ornamental Cabbage

804-580-3807
Come by and see Lauca & Emily
Hours: Thurs.-Sat. 9-4 • Sun. 11-3 • Heathsville, VA

Community
Oyster Roast

Chesapeake Academy
Irvington, Va.
Saturday, October 17th, 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
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French Fried Sweet Potatoes, Hot Dogs,
Hamburgers, Sweet Potato Brownies,
Beer, Wine and Soda!

NOW and THEN
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Call 804.438.5575 for tickets.

What’s next?

Following the discussion,
supervisor Wally Beauchamp
made a motion to table the vote.
However, at Geilich’s request,
Beauchamp amended the motion
to proceed into closed sessions
with George. Supervisors gave
no indication what they would
be negotiating.
Pennell said a final vote will
be taken at a future board of
supervisors’ meeting.

Park service seeks input
on Capt. John Smith trail
WASHINGTON,
D.C.—
The National Park Service will
hold a series of eight public
workshops in October on the
future management of the Captain John Smith Chesapeake
National Historic Trail.
The Comprehensive Management Plan workshops will
present alternatives for managing the trail resources, providing visitor services, and
developing partnerships. Park
staff and planners will ask the
public to comment on their
preferred concepts.
A related workshop will be
held from 6 to 8 p.m. October
13 at the Deltaville Community Center at 17147 General
Puller Highway in Deltaville.   
“Public involvement is key to
a successful future of the trail,”
said trail superintendent John
Maounis. “Based on what we
hear at these workshops, we can
develop meaningful programs
and concepts that will relate to
everyone who visits this unique
and significant resource.”
The National Park Service

Holly Arch Farm
Garden Center

will seek extensive public
involvement to help determine
the preferred alternative that
will guide the development of
the trail for the next 15 to 20
years. Public input from the
workshops will help shape the
final draft plan, which will be
available for public comment
in December. A final plan,
which will include responses
to the public comments, is
expected in spring 2010.
Established in 2006, the trail
retraces the 1607-1609 voyages of Capt. John Smith in the
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. Touching upon Virginia,
Maryland, Delaware, and the
District of Columbia, the trail’s
purpose is three-fold: to commemorate Smith’s voyages,
share knowledge about the
Chesapeake Indian societies
and cultures, and interpret the
natural history of the bay.
For more information on the
trail, the management alternatives, and other upcoming
workshop locations and times,
visit smithtrail.net.
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Intersection of Church & Main Streets
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Help your neighbors in need, bring a canned or packaged food donation for
the Church of the Nazarene Food Pantry / Boys & Girls Club
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Meeting will
focus on draft
implementation
plan for Beach,
Greenvale and
Paynes creeks

Phillip Steel presents “Fishing Gone” at Festival Halle in Reedville. Some of his paintings of
Tangier life are seen in the background on stage.

‘Fishing Gone’ spotlights vanishing breed
byStarke Jett

T

he premier of “Fishing
Gone,” created by Phillip
Steel, entertained more than 150
people at Festival Halle in Reedville September 24.
Inspired by the troubles experienced by Chesapeake Bay
watermen, especially those on
Tangier Island, the one-act play
was sponsored by the Reedville
Fishermen’s Museum and was
set against a backdrop of 10 large
paintings produced by Steel over
the last six years.
Steel said he first became
interested in the situation on the
bay when he went to the island
six years ago and discovered
watermen were slowly being
forced out of their livelihoods by
higher costs, increasingly stringent regulations and diminishing
returns from crabbing and oystering due to pollution, disease
and other factors.
“What I have done, unintentionally, is record the demise of
the commercial fisherman worldwide,” Steel said as he presented
the play to the audience.
The play was written by Roger
Vaughan. It was performed by
three professional actors, director
and lead Joel Kolker of Miami,
and David Foster and Herbert
Zigler of Oxford, Md.
Two other performers joined
the pros onstage. Self-taught
unpublished musician and water-

man David Crockett introduced
an original song called “I am a
Tangier Crabberman,” singing
and playing acoustic guitar.
The end of the melodious, but
sad and haunting tune cued the
only non-professional actress
to come on stage. Lisa Wheatley is a Tangier resident, wife
of a waterman and a hostess for
Tangier Island Cruises. She leads
some of the daily tours that bring
visitors out to see what life in the
middle of the Chesapeake Bay is
like, describing to them the idiosyncrasies of their remote home.
Wheatley was befriended by
Steel when he started visiting the
island. He talked her into helping
with the performance by lending
authenticity to the play with her
Elizabethan dialect and intimate
knowledge of the island.
She experienced some second
thoughts and pre-performance
jitters, however, as she waited
to start the first of 10 play dates
before live audiences, deciding
Steel had gotten her into something she wasn’t quite ready to
do.
“He owes me big,” she said.
The play centers on the
“mayor” of Tangier, played by
Zigler, who is dealing with the
various pressures faced by watermen today. He is advised by
various characters, starting with
Wheatley, playing herself, and
followed by the ghost of “fishing
past,” a Department of Natural

Resources official, other watermen, a tourist and a mysterious
disgruntled painter who seems to
know more than is good for him.
All the other parts are played by
Kolker and Foster, each portraying multiple characters.
The play attempts to outline
all sides of the complex issues
surrounding the small island and
watermen. Using humor, pathos
and imagination, the writer summarized the problems in 45 minutes. He even suggests a possible
solution for the watermen of
Tangier, who have been leaving
their homes more and more in
the last few years to earn a living
on tugboats or as prison guards
at a nearby state facility.
After the play, Steel presented
flowers to a beaming Wheatley
and an audience question-andanswer session was facilitated by
Larry Chowning, the author of
several books on bay life and a
reporter with the Southside Sentinel in Urbanna.
Sponsored by the Maryland
and Virginia Humanities Foundations, the play and Steel’s
paintings have been published in
a coffee table book by the same
name.

LANCASTER—Actions to
restore water quality in three
Lancaster County creeks will be
the subject of a meeting Wednesday, October 7, at the St. Mary’s
Whitechapel Episcopal Church
Assembly Hall at 5940 Whitechapel Road.
The meeting to discuss the draft
implementation plan for Greenvale, Beach and Paynes creeks
will be hosted by the Virginia
Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR). It will begin
a 30-day public comment period
for the draft plan.
The three tidal creeks that feed
into the Rappahannock River
are on the state’s list of “dirty”
or impaired waters, and shellfish
harvesting has been restricted
due to excessive bacteria levels,
according to implementation plan
coordinator May Sligh.
The Virginia Department of
Environmental Quality has developed a total maximum daily load,
or a TMDL, for these creeks,
explained Sligh. A TMDL is
the total amount of a pollutant a
water body can contain and still
meet water quality standards. To
restore water quality, bacteria
levels have to be reduced to the
TMDL amount; the implementation plan contains the actions
needed to meet the reductions.
The meeting will be held from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. It will focus
on the content of the draft plan,
including the corrective actions
necessary to reduce bacteria
levels and improve water quality
in these three creeks, she said.
Comments on the draft plan
will be accepted through November 9. To comment on the plan,
contact May Sligh, implementation plan coordinator with the
DCR Tappahannock Field Office
at 443-1494, or may.sligh@dcr.
virginia.gov. Send written comments to the DCR Tappahannock
Regional Office, P.O. Box 1425,
Tappahannock, VA 22560.
The TMDL study information
is available at deq.virginia.gov/
tmdl.
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Bayway Daylilies

Fall Sale

Japanese Maples 20-30% off
Brown Turkey Fig Trees $1800
Daylily Fan Sale $100 each
Fri., October 2 • 8-4pm • Sat., October 3 • 2-5pm

Also at the Irvington’s Farmers Market

Stop by and visit us!

273 Pine Tree Point Drive • Burgess, VA

(804) 453-6827

Thinking about a vacation?
You Shouldn't Miss This!

Join us Friday, October 2
at the Kilmarnock Inn from 5PM - 7PM
for the CI All Seasons Travel Show
Come to our Travel Show at the Kilmarnock Inn
to learn more about cruises and vacations, and
take advantage of special offers exclusively from
CI All Seasons Travel and our travel partners.
Representatives from these travel companies will
be at the show and will be providing special offers:

Also participating with special offers are:

Enjoy light, complimentary refreshments and a
wonderful evening devoted to assisting you in
making your next vacation a great vacation!

Call us at 435-2666 for details and to
RSVP by Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2009

Sharing resources forum set
KILMARNOCK—Visions and ConnectRappahannock will
hold the first meeting of its kind in the area, a resource sharing
forum, October 15 at 9 a.m. at the Lancaster Community Library
in Kilmarnock. Members of nonprofit, government agencies and
churches in Lancaster and Northumberland counties are welcome.
“By connecting with each other, we can be more effective in
addressing issues in our area. Bring a business card or any written materials you would like to share with the other organizations, churches and agencies,” said ConnectRappahannock director Cindy Balderson.
“Since space is limited, we ask that only one representative
of each group attend,” Balderson said. Reply to Alison Towles
at visions@lancasterlibrary.org or Balderson at rappahannockinfo@connectnetwork.org .

The Agenda

Local Government News

WHITE STONE—The town council will meet tonight
(October 1) in the town office at 433 Rappahannock Drive.
Under new business, council will discuss funding of a
comprehensive land use plan update and a proposal to paint
parking areas at the town post office.
Council also will hear reports from the budget and finance,
building and external environment and public safety and
patrol committees.
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of
zoning appeals will hold a public hearing Tuesday, October 6, in the board room in the old courthouse in Heathsville to consider a request from Thomas and Valerie Von
Fange, owners, for a variance to the Northumberland County
Zoning Ordinance.
They are seeking authorization for an existing dwelling to
encroach the 125-foot building line at 286 Pelican Lane, Lot
3, in the Shoreline Estates subdivision.
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of
supervisors will hold four public hearings Thursday, October 8, at 7 p.m. in the courts building at 39 Judicial Place in
Heathsville.
Two hearings involve the abandonment of two 20-foot
rights-of-way at Cordrey’s Beach, otherwise known as Potomac View Beach Subdivision, off Hull Neck Road near
Edwardsville. The two rights-of-way extend from Potomac
View Drive to the Potomac River. They are between lots 10
and 11, and lots 6 and 7.
Two hearings consider applications for conditional use
permits for businesses in Callao. One was submitted by Lon
Crow and Mariam Mani, owners, and James Russell, applicant, and was carried over from the September board meeting. They plan to open an office building at 17635 Richmond
Road.
The second permit was requested by Edward Berry III and
Robin D. Berry to build a multi-family structure, a four-unit
apartment building, at 716 Harryhogan Road.

*Events are 10-15 minuntes apart in the following order
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Lancaster joins broadband authority
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Last Thursday, Lancaster became the final
county on the Northern Neck to
endorse a regional broadband
authority in a bid for $19 million
in federal stimulus money to bring
fiber optic cable to the region.
During a public hearing, however, supervisors heard from two
local technology professionals
who questioned the plan’s ability to provide “open access” and
better rates.
“If you build it, they won’t
come,” said Joe Urban. He told
supervisors the system would
mostly benefit less populated
counties like Northumberland
that don’t have commercial centers where high speed internet is
already available.
“There is no business plan in
your proposal. This isn’t going to
connect anyone to the internet,”
he said. After the meeting, Urban
explained that the real cost is in
connecting to the system that supplies internet access.
“One half of the cost is in
the transport and one half is in
accessing the internet system. If
they’re trying to sell this as a way
of providing cheaper internet service, that is not going to happen,”
he said. Urban noted customers
on the Northern Neck currently
using DSL pay the same price as
customers in Richmond. “To say
we don’t have access to Verizon’s
system is wrong. This is subsidizing.”

According to Northern Neck
Planning District Commission
executive director Jerry Davis,
who spearheaded the grant application, the plan is to provide an
“open access system” using existing fiber optic cables and adding
additional cable to generate a
main trunk line. The connection
to customers, referred to as the
“last mile,” would be supplied by
local internet service providers
(ISPs) either by bouncing from
transmission towers or through
extending the fiber optic cable.
Since the stimulus money
would go to the main trunk line,
local ISPs would incur additional
expenses to provide their portion
of the service to reach individual
customers.
“The issue in a rural area is the
last mile issue. We’ll get optical
fiber but it will cost the local carriers a large investment to light
up the fiber….so they probably
won’t do it,” Urban said.
Tom Foulkes of GGC Web and
Northern Neck Wifi Internet Services told supervisors he already
receives the same service from
Verizon and Quest.
“Who will manage the network? Metrocast?” Foulkes
asked.
“It would go out for bid,” Davis
replied. “One company could
manage with multiple providers in partnership.” Davis said a
system of “open access” would
allow ISPs to lease fiber by tapping into the main line.
“Who would incur the $32,000

cost in equipment from the pole
to the house?” Foulkes asked. The
question went unanswered. “It’s
going to benefit only a couple of
companies—and no users,” he
said.
Urban and Foulkes also
objected to representatives serving on the authority who are not
experts in broadband technology.
“I hope you ask knowledgeable people what’s really going to
happen,” Foulkes said.
According to county administrator Bill Pennell, the county surveyed ISP companies in applying
for the grants. He said the broadband authority will be a separate
legal entity from the counties it
represents and will not conduct
business unless stimulus money
is available. There will be no cost
to the county, he added.
Supervisors indicated that Pennell would be Lancaster’s representative on the five-member
panel, serving a four-year term.
A technical committee would be
appointed to offer support.
According to information from
the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration
and Department of Agriculture’s
Rural Utilities Service, some $28
billion worth of applications for
the stimulus grants have been
received—nearly seven times the
$4 billion anticipated in the first
round of distribution. Localities
will start receiving notification of
awards in early November.

From left are (front row) Connie Conley of Morattico Waterfront Museum; Barbara Lovell,
Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts; Susie Pierce, Friends of Belle Isle State Park; Debbie
Cook, Chesapeake Academy; Tom Norris, Rappahannock Art League; Nancy Vandenberg,
Northern Neck Orchestra; Betsey Fountain, Rappahannock Concert Association; and Bonnie
Dawson, Christ Church; (next row) guest speaker Jeffrey Stern; Kerley LeBoeuf,The Lancaster
Players; Jamie Stalnaker and Claudia Calhoun, Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts; Katrina
Lawrimore, Reedville Fishermen’s Museum; Charles Lee, Kilmarnock Museum; Mary Crump,
Rappahannock Concert Association; and Bill Stackhouse and Bill DeLaVergne, Northern Neck
Bay Tones.

Community Arts Roundtable convenes
KILMARNOCK—The first
Community Arts Roundtable,
hosted and presented by the
Rappahannock Foundation
for the Arts, met September
26 in the parish hall of Grace
Episcopal Church in Kilmarnock.
Jeffrey Stern, manager of

Sat., Oct. 10, 2009

KILMARNOCK—To vote in the November 3 General Election, citizens must be registered by the close of business on
Monday, October 5.
Those who are not registered to vote may do so at a local voter
registration office or designated state voter registration agency,
including the Department of Motor Vehicles, Department of
Social Services or Department of Health offices.
Those who have recently registered and have not received an
official voter registration card are reminded to call the local voter
registrar. In Lancaster County, call Peggy Harding at 462-5277.
In Northumberland County, call Kathy Goddard at 580-4655.
The deadline to apply for an absentee ballot by mail or email
is October 27 at 5 p.m. The deadline to vote absentee in person is
October 31. All mailed absentee ballots must be received by the
registrar by the close of polls. All absentee ballots properly cast
will be counted on Election Day.
For more information regarding absentee voting, visit sbe.virginia.gov, or call the local registrar.

10:30 AM
12:30 PM

munities, said Rappahannock
Foundation for the Arts vice
president for publicity and
marketing Julia Geier.
After lunch, the representatives shared event calendars, resources and ideas,
and discussed partnerships
and future collaborations.

Quantum Health Seminar

Voter registration deadline is Oct. 5

Saturday, Oct. 10
Sunday, Oct. 11

the Franklin Park Performing and Visual Arts Center in
Purcellville spoke to representatives of area museums,
schools, and performing and
visual arts organizations.
He addressed effective
approaches to serve and
market the arts in rural com-

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

The Healing Place
25 Augusta St., Kilmarnock
$30.00 ($25. early reg. by 10/03)

804-453-5367
Discover in this exciting seminar:

* Fine-tuning the Body/ Mind! Spirit Connection
*Quantum theory simplified for healthy living *How
Beliefs, Attitudes, and Emotions affect bodies *Special ways the universe “flirts” to clarify symptoms
*Powerful techniques that release negative emotions

1:00 PM
4:00 PM

Start Race
Finish of Race

Kilmarnock • Virginia 								
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Kindergartener run over by bus suffers broken toe
LOTTSBURG—A
fiveyear-old kindergarten student
was injured Monday afternoon
after getting off his school bus
at his grandmother’s house,
according to assistant superintendent Dale E. Wittler.
The Virginia State Police is
investigating the accident, said

Wittler. Preliminary indications are the boy’s backpack
either caught or was struck by
the bus door as the student was
exiting the bus, he said.
As a result, the boy fell to
the ground and the right rear
wheels of the bus ran over one
of his legs as the bus was leav-

ing the bus stop, said Wittler.
Medical personnel at the
scene of the accident did not
think the boy had any broken
bones but, because of his age
and as a precautionary measure, he was flown to MCV in
Richmond, he said.
Monday night the boy’s

grandmother reported that her
grandson had a broken toe and
would probably be released
from MCV on Tuesday, September 29, said Wittler.
A substitute bus driver has
been assigned to the bus route
pending the outcome of the
investigation, he said.
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JEWELRY
FACTS

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett last week
reported misdemeanor charges
against two individuals.
A Topping woman, 30, was
charged September 25 with violation of probation.
A White Chapel Road man,
19, was charged September 26
with two counts of assault and
battery and violation of probation.

Activity report

September 23: Staff responded
to a noise and unlicensed vehicle
complaint on Corrotoman Drive
(ATVs being driven on state
highway), to a disturbance call
in the 5100 block of Mary Ball
Road, to the area of Rappahannock Drive and James Wharf
Road on a complaint of a lawn
mower throwing a rock into the
windshield of a vehicle, and to a
domestic disturbance in the 100
block of Mantua Road. Staff
received a report of the theft of
jewelry and coins from a home
on Oak Leaf Drive (two rings
valued at $1,900).
September 24: Staff investigated suspicious vehicle complaints in the 5500 block of
Windmill Point Road and in
the 500 block of North Main
Street, received a reckless driving complaint of an incident that
occurred the previous day and
responded to a disturbance call
involving an Alzheimer’s patient
on Devils Bottom Road.
September 25:
Staff
responded with the Kilmarnock
Police Department (KPD) and
Virginia State Police (VSP) to
a two-vehicle accident at Harris
and Irvington roads, and to a
shots fired complaint on First
Street (target shooting). Staff
received an attempted burglary report in the 5200 block

of Windmill Point Road ($100
damages).
September 26:
Staff
responded to a noise violation
complaint on Chestnut Grove
Lane, to the area of Mt. Olive
Road to assist Northumberland
authorities in searching for a
missing person (subject safely
located within an hour), and with
VSP to a two-vehicle accident
on Weems Road. Staff received
a residential burglary report in
the 3000 block of Regina Road
(PlayStation III and three games
valued at $780) and a walk-in
complaint of assault by threat.
September 27:
Staff
responded to a domestic disturbance/mental health emergency on Meadowview Lane,
to a shoplifting complaint from
an Ottoman area convenience
store, and checked on the wellbeing of a Keep Safe program
participant after prearranged
telephone contact could not be
made (no emergency services
needed).
September 28:
Staff
responded to a prowler complaint in the 500 block of Lara
Road, to a parental complaint of
an overdue juvenile in the 2500
block of Irvington Road, with
KPD to a domestic disturbance
involving child custody in the
100 block of South Main Street
and to a wild animal complaint
in the 4200 block of Lara Road.
The sheriff’s staff also conducted 10 traffic stops, issued
four summonses, assisted
three motorists, reported a deer
strike, performed traffic control
twice, investigated two building
alarms, transported four inmates
and responded to two calls for
animal control service.

Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer

Fire Department responded to
a hazmat spill on Rappaannock
Drive.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a power line fire in the 4600
block of Morattico Road.
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
a traffic accident at Harris and
Irvington roads, a traffic accident on Weems Road and a fire
alarm on Waterbury Road.
Northumberland County
Sheriff
Chuck Wilkins
reported charges against eight
individuals last week.

The Virginia Bankers Association has notified financial
institutions that a major fraudulent crime is now encompassing Virginia.
“Smishing” is the use of cell
phone text messages to solicit
personal information from
consumers such as ATM pin
numbers and credit card three
digit security codes.
The text messages often
appear to come from a legiti-

mate source, such as a financial institution or other business websites. The intent of
these text messages is to trick
the consumer (victim) into
clicking on a link or calling a
particular phone number. By
doing either, the consumer
would be asked to provide
their personal information and
therefore, compromising their
identity.
In these situations, a financial institution’s best defense is

boat lost its engine.
On August 1, a 320-foot
vessel with two live-aboards
could not start their engine;
August 2, a 30-footer with
four aboard had a broken water
line; August 3, a 24-foot boat
with two aboard had engine
failure; and August 24. a crew
responded to a flare sighting
near Tangier Island and found
no boat in distress.
On September 2, a 24-foot
boat ran aground; September 5, a 22-foot boat had
engine failure; September 5,
a 22-foot boat could not keep
engine running; and Septem-

The National Endowment for
the Humanities recently awarded
the Virginia Sesquicentennial of
the American Civil War Commission $950,000 to support
its efforts to commemorate the
150th anniversary of the American Civil War. The commission,
in partnership with the Virginia
Historical Society, will use the
funding to execute An American Turning Point: The Civil
War in Virginia, a four-part,
multi-year educational resource
for the nation.
The General Assembly created the commission in 2006 to
plan for and commemorate the
150th anniversary of Virginia’s
participation in the American
Civil War, which begins this
year, the anniversary of John
Brown’s Raid at Harpers Ferry,
and runs through 2015, the
anniversary of Robert E. Lee’s
surrender to Ulysses S. Grant at
Appomattox.

n Preservation grants

The Preservation Virginia
Northern Neck branch is
accepting applications for
grants from individuals, museums, churches and others to
aid in the restoration of historic properties, artifacts and
related antiquities.
Send applications to Preservation Virginia Northern Neck
Branch, P.O. Box 322, Warsaw,
VA 22572. Applications must
be postmarked by October 31.
Recipients will be announced
in January.

n Book donation

In recognition of Mental Illness Awareness Week beginning October 1, the Midtidewater Chapter of the National
Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) recently donated a
variety of books to the Lancaster Community Library
in Kilmarnock. The books
address bipolar disorder,

200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529
Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 22, was
charged September 22 with a
probation violation.
A Heathsville man, 38, was
charged September 23 with
assault and battery of a family
member.
A Kilmarnock man, 26, was
charged September 25 with
trespassing on school property
and making false statements to
police.
A Heathsville man, 37, was
charged September 25 with possession of marijuana after being
convicted previously of the same
charge.
A Lottsburg woman, 27, was
charged September 27 with writing a bad check in the amount
of $16.39 to a Callao area business.

to educate their customers and
the general public and that’s
why this information is being
shared with you. Financial
institutions will never ask you
for personal or account information through text messages
or emails. If you receive one of
these requests, please contact
your financial institution.
(This consumer safety tip
advisory is presented by Dixon
Foster, Security Officer at Bank
of Lancaster.)

ber 13, an 18-foot boat had
engine trouble.
Rescue III on the Coan
River conducted six missions.
On July 4, a crew monitored a parade; and July 31, a
23-foot boat with one aboard
had engine failure and no
anchor.
On August 3, a 26-foot boat
had a hydraulic fluid leak;
August 8, a 23-foot boat had
bad fuel and a dead battery;
August 30, a 24-foot boat with
four aboard had a bad starter;
and August 30, a 25-foot boat
with three aboard was provided a quart of oil.

NEWS BREAKS
n $950,000 grant

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

William W. Dinger Jr., 44, of
Massillion, Ohio, was charged
September 25 with a Circuit
Court probation violation.
Martin Bernell Davis, 24, of
Wicomico Church was charged
September 27 with breaking and
entering a dwelling with intent
to commit a felony as well as
petit larceny.

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE LOG
Smith Point Sea Rescue
assisted numerous boaters in
July, August and September,
according to Andy Kauders.
Smith Point Sea Rescue can
be reached 24/7 by calling on
channel 16 or by calling 911.
Rescue I and Rescue II
on the Great Wicomico River
responded to 12 boats unable
to return to port.
On July 11, an 18-foot boat
with five persons aboard had
engine failure; July 21, a
22-foot boat had engine failure; July 25, a jet ski with two
aboard sucked a line into the
intake; and July 26, a 38-foot

The opal is known as the Queen of
Gems. It is unique in its play of color, called
“fire”. Prices will vary with the color and the
“lights” the stone possesses. Black opals are the
most highly prized.
Opal, the lovely birthstone for October,
is available in all price ranges. Make someone
happy with a gift of opal.

Felonies

CONSUMER SAFETY ADVISORY TIP
Smishing Scams

A Callao woman, 33, was
charged September 27 on an
Essex County warrant with telephone harassment.
(Editor’s note: Commonwealth’s Attorney C. Jeffers
Schmidt reported this week that
the show cause violation against
Troy D. Bullock of Aurora, Colo.,
listed in the Sheriff’s Report last
week as a felony violation of
probation, was dismissed by the
judge last Monday and he has
started his probation obligation.)

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

schizophrenia,
depression,
and post-traumatic stress disorder.
NAMI is the largest grassroots mental health organization in the country and is
dedicated to educating, supporting, advocating for, and
improving the lives of individuals and families affected
by mental illness. The NAMI
Midtidewater Chapter meets
the third Monday of each
month at 7 p.m. at Urbanna
Baptist Church.

n Bird watch

Rep. Rob Wittman and other
members of the Migratory Bird
Conservation
Commission
recently approved the purchase
of easements along Cat Point
Creek. Some $3.5 million in
grants and matching donations
will enable 1,246 acres of the
watershed to become part of
the Rappahannock River Valley
National Wildlife Refuge.

Specialty Shops
Antiques & Treasures
Secondhand Rose

Thrift, Antiques & Consignment
New Junk Daily
Wed to Sat 10-4

Great Stuff & Co.
Barn Sale

Fri. & Sat., Oct 16 & 17 9-3pm
804-313-7796

804-580-2084
1428 Hull Neck Rd. (Old Edwardsville Store)

Jean’s
Bargain
Center
“Why by New When Used Will Do”
Open Mon. thru Sat.

804-580-2850

Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

Hours: Fri.-Sat. 10 am-3 pm
6904 Northumberland Hwy
Heathsville, Virginia

C&M Consignment

Clothing (Ladies, Men & Children),
Furniture, Jewelry, Shoes, Purses,
Linens, Accessories & Much More

You Bring It...We Sell It!

Tues.-Sat. 11 to 6 • 804-580-4163
7072 Northumberland Hwy.
Heathsville, VA

Burgess
House, Inc.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
Burgess, VA (804) 453-5900

“Like New” Children’s Clothing & Maternity Consignment

Always a Sale! 10-30% off

Material Girl

Lilian Lumber
Home Center

(804) 453-6003

New Arrivals from Lyons Basket Co.

Tues. - Sat. 10-5

Don’t Forget Our Seniors
Discount-10% OFF Every Wednesday

“Like New” Children’s & Maternity Consignment

Furniture, Home Decor, Nautical Items,
Sale
!!! Off
Clip“Spook”tacular
Ad & Bring For
10%
Jewelry and Collectables.
Newborn
- Children’s
Size7/31/09)
14
Next
Purchase
(Expires
Old, New and In-between!
Hours:
Sat.10:00-2:00
10:00-2:00
Hours:Tu-F
M-F10:00-5:00,
10:00-5:00, Sat
Burgess,
VA
804453-3115
HOURS: MON. - SAT. 10:30-5 PM
Burgess, VA
453-3115

Quilt Shop

Bread, Casserole, Waste & Recipe Baskets & More

16658 Northumberland Hwy
Reedville, VA

Route 360, Burgess • 804-453-4911

Plum Summer™

Nice things for You and Your Home

Celebrating Warsaw Fest
Saturday, October 10
10% off Storewide!

th

Fall Accessories, Wreaths, Linens, & Clothing

Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-3 • Sun. 1-5
5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

T-Town Tack

New Fall Merchandise Arriving Daily

Summer Clearance 20 to 75% Off

FALL HOURS:
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10 to 4
Sun. 12 to 4
804-453-4553
Route 360 in Burgess

Ergoline state of
the art tanning
beds.
Skin Certified.

Bring This Ad for
$1000 off any package
www.t-towntack.com

Tappahannock, va • 804-443-4614

Tappahannock Town Center

1388G Tappahannock Blvd.
Tappahannock, VA • 804-445-8182
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Fiction
or Fact

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Defending LHS

from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

F

acing into the wind, a cool
breeze blowing across my
face reminds me of a good
Louise Taylor song.
An American folk singer
and songwriter from Vermont, Louise got her first
guitar when she was 12 and
proceeded to make “street
music.” Taking a half-dozen
songs she wrote and her
guitar, she’d find a street
corner and play for hours.
At 15, she left home and
hitchhiked around the U.S.,
eventually finding her way
back to Vermont after some
10 years on the road.
It’s said she has a sound all
her own – pulsing rhythmic
guitar, poetic lyrics and dusky
vocals. Her music is real,
down to earth, so much so you
can reach out and touch it.
She writes about storms and
people, dreams and pickup
trucks, shoes and love, the
road and horses, trailer parks
and shrimp, long distance
phone calls and the radio,
bridges and boardwalks, the
places she’s been and the
places she may never go.
“I want my music to reach
people from the inside out.”
said Taylor. “The music that
gets me excited comes from a
sensual place; it’s a physical
experience that starts with a
groove.”
She’s recorded five CDs on
the Signature Sounds Label.
On her 1997 CD “Ride,”
she sings a song written by
Michael Carrig that’s appropriate for today.
Last Days of Summer:
“The last I remember was
the end of September, the
wind blowing in from the sea.
“We were down by the
ocean drinking and talking,
knowing the ending was near.
“So we picked up some
wine and we picked up the
car, and we headed on out
through the town, driving all
night past small village lights,
we were drunk by the light of
the moon.
“Pints pills drunk to the
gills, and boys I can hardly
remember, with a fine mist
coming over the hills, these
are the last days of summer.
“The last I remember was
the end of September, the
graveyard looked gray in the
rain, so after the funeral we
went to a bar, and we drank
just to forget the pain.
“We toasted the living,
we toasted the dead and we
toasted ourselves for good
measure, and too drunk to
see I went out in the street,
and I cried till I thought I felt
better.
“The last I remember was
the end of September, the
house it lay empty and bare,
we burned all the past, you
know things never last.
“You just have to start over
again, so I walked into town
and I went to a bar, and I
stayed there the whole afternoon.
“Talking with friends,
trying to make some amends,
knowing the ending was
soon.”

Signs of autumn gardens

Photo by Master Gardener Kathy Powell
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman
On September 22, I met
with the Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. Gary Roughead,
to discuss the increased role
the Naval Surface Warfare
Center in Dahlgren will play
in our nation’s defense from
missile attacks.
Adm. Roughead assured me
the additional responsibilities
will come with greater opportunities for employment and
enhanced educational partnerships in and around Dahlgren.  
This decision comes on
the heels of the president’s
announcement to eliminate
the proposed European missile defense shield. Under
the administration’s proposed plan, Aegis ships with
interceptors would become
the first stage in the nation’s
missile defense plan. Aegis,
developed at Dahlgren, is a
shipboard weapons system
that uses the latest radar technology to detect and engage
targets.
The Air and Missile Defense
Command at Dahlgren serves
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as the Navy’s lead center for
addressing naval, joint, and
combined air and missile
defense. As the command
expands through 2012 and
beyond, its charter will include
the entirety of Navy integrated
air and missile defense. These
are fantastic developments for
both Dahlgren and its residents
as we seek to put folks back to
work and continue combating
the developing threat of a missile attack.
On September 24, I joined
Congressmen Forbes, Nye
and Scott in sending a letter to
Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates to cite our concern over
recent reports suggesting that
the Pentagon is contemplating a reduction in the nation’s
aircraft carrier fleet as part
of the upcoming Quadrennial
Defense Review.
We supported Secretary
Gates’ recommended changes
to future aircraft carrier construction schedules and his
reiteration of the requirement
for an 11-carrier force struc-

ture until at least 2040 as
part of his presentation of the
Fiscal Year 2010 DOD Budget
Rollout.
However, in recent years,
Congress has approved several
requests by the Navy for legislative relief in the deactivation
and retirement of aging aircraft carriers. These requests
led Congress to revise the
original 12-carrier minimum
and include the current 11-carrier minimum in the National
Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2007.
I strongly believe that any
further reductions below the
current statutory minimum
are not in our best national
security interest. Our current carrier structure allows
us the agility to maintain a
worldwide presence and react
efficiently to threats as they
develop. Further reductions
in carriers would hinder our
reaction speed and place an
increased burden on our sailors and marines around the
globe.

As the president of the Lancaster Education Association, and
a teacher and alumnus of Lancaster High School (LHS), I was
appalled by the letter, “Problems
at LHS” in the September 17 edition.
The letter writer makes poorly
supported claims which are
demeaning to the teachers and
students. LHS is not mediocre.
Though she claims otherwise, we
use numerous methods of measuring knowledge on tests. Multiple-choice questions are used to
prepare students for the Standards
of Learning tests. We are not limited to using only those questions,
as the writer infers.
She said it was ridiculous that
an exchange student won so
many awards. Although a student
may not speak English fluently,
she can still understand concepts.
English language learners do well
in a variety of programs. The
writer assumes that a language
difference equates to lower performance, which is absurd. To
infer that the rest of the students
are less than average because the
exchange student won awards is
grossly misleading.
The writer said a teacher used
her vehicle to transport a student
and claims this is illegal. She is
again incorrect. No law exists
which prohibits teachers from
transporting students in their own
vehicles. Teachers who do so,
however, assume the risks and
liabilities of transporting the student.
The writer mentions Lancaster’s Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) results and demonstrates
her ignorance. AYP results from
different factors, including the
performance of subgroups on
different assessments. In rural
schools like Lancaster, a subgroup can be tiny. Assuming the
entire school is a failure because
a small part of a subgroup failed
an exam is a fallacy. It would be
similar to saying the police are
failures because someone shoplifts.
Amazing students attend LHS.
The Virginia Education Association recently reported that Lancaster ranked 33rd in Virginia for
the amount of graduates, 83 percent, who seek higher education.
How can LHS be so bad if universities accept our students year
after year?
LHS is a quality school. It
may be small, but there are great
things happening there. At the last
school board meeting, I presented
the National Board Certification
process for teachers, which is

extremely beneficial to schools.
Were more such positive news
such as this reported, rather than
issues such as the presentation
of President Obama’s speech,
individuals like that writer might
not be as misinformed about our
schools.

Matt Brent,
Lancaster

Independents needed
A recent letter to the Record
claims the Republican Party has
gone insane because members
have been denouncing Obama’s
earlier publicized speech as
“socialist indoctrination.”
The writer probably isn’t
aware that some years ago, when
Bush made a similar speech to
the kids, that action was, after
the fact, the subject of various
investigations by a Democratic
Congress.
The Republicans, after the
fact, seem to have had no problem with Obama’s actual speech
to the kids. Among other revisions, the president’s final version dropped the bit about asking
kids to write about what they
could do for their Dear Leader.   
During this round the Republicans had at least some reason
other than tit-for-tat for their
paranoia, namely Bill Ayers, of
Weather Underground fame and
an associate of Obama. Ayers
has, for some time, been deeply
involved in educational policy
and, in his board role, always
been openly supportive of leftist
indoctrination of kids.
Our real problem is with
the two parties. We don’t need
Republicans and we don’t need
Democrats. We need independents who may have opinions
which, on occasion, don’t match
the party line’s hot button issues.
Both parties have cooperated to establish a system that
makes it nearly impossible to
oust incumbents. The members
of both clubs can do little more
than goose-step to their party’s
dogma. Each party places its
highest priority on maintaining,
or attaining control, rather than
giving consideration to what
might be best for the country.
We are also in desperate need
of term limits, but our gerrymandered (and therefore polarized)
congressional districts make it
difficult for individuals leaning
towards either party to even consider voting for the other party’s
candidate. It’s a rigged game,
and definitely not in our best
interest.  

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

YESTERYEAR
(Reprint of the October 1, 1909, opens October 15th. Patent tongissue of the Virginia Citizen)
ing begins today, October 1st.
The soft crab season is over. A
Afro-American Notes
few more crabs than heretofore,
There have been baptisings because there were more catchfrom several of the churches as ers, but prices ruling low.
follows: Sharon, September 18th,
Commissioner Lee, with
25; First Church (Heathsville) the”Maury,” was in Crisfield,
18th, 40; Calvary, 18th, 27; Willie Md., this week conferring with
Chapel, 19th, 5; Mt. Vernon, Maryland officials as to defin25th, 9.
ing the state line in Pocomoke
Business meeting at Sharon Sound.
Friday night, October 1st, at 7:30.
Oysters are more plentiful in
Mt. Jean public school opens the Rappahannock this season
next Monday. Parents are asked than they have been known to
to accompany their children.
be for the past 20 years or more.
Tongers are reporting large
Fish and Oyster Notes
catches, J.H. and T.R. Mason, of
Dredging on the Potomac Irvington, with cull boy, having

caught 42 bushels one day last
week, and 28, 30 and 32 bushels
several days. Geo. StC. Smith,
of Irvington, with two helpers in
boat, has caught as high as 23
bushels a day and there are others
doing equally as well.
Oystermen on the Corrotoman
River claim that they are catching more oysters than in years.
Our oystermen the two preceding
seasons have been thinking that
the inspectors were pretty rigid
in enforcing the cull law as they
did, but now they are beginning
to realize the benefit of this strict
enforcement of the cull law. They
can now see that a strict enforcement of the laws and to let the

Capt. T. I, Ratcliffe left this
small oysters stay on the rocks, is
to their advantage. Much credit is week for Fredericksburg with a
due the Commissioner of Fisher- load of oysters, where he will run
an oyster house this season.
ies and force of inspectors.

Kilmarnock

J. B. Cralle has returned home
much improved in health.
Miss Bessie Claybrook was
taken to Baltimore last week and
operated on for appendicitis. Rev.
and Mrs. Claybrook accompanied
her up and report her as having
stood the operation very well.

Ottoman

Geo. Cottingham and bride
returned on Wednesday’s steamer,
after a bridal trip to Baltimore,
Buffalo and Niagra Falls.
The Baptist Sunday School
held its annual picnic at Payne
Shop Chapel with a large attendance and a beautiful day. Everybody thoroughly enjoyed it.
Millenbeck
(Transcribed by Stephen A.
Mrs. Geo.E. Lewis has returned Redd, volunteer of the Mary
home after a stay at her parental Ball Washington Museum and
home in Saluda.
Library)

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

N

orthumberland County has been blessed
with many great homes that reflect its
history over the last three and a half centuries. One of the most notable is “Springfield,”
a National Historic Landmark in the county
seat of Heathsville. It is an imposing red brick
edifice with a pedimented two-story Greek
Revival portico looking out across the fields
of soybeans towards Northumberland Highway.
The builder in 1828 was Dr. William Harding, who chose a floor plan similar to that
of other noteworthy homes across the lower
Northern Neck. Unlike many of its sister
houses, “Springfield” has kept most of its
original outbuildings, in large measure perhaps because they too are of brick.
In 1983, the great house came under new
ownership in the persons of Lew and Cathy
Fleming. They came from northern Virginia
where they had lived in another old home
which they saw fall to the domain of the highway. They sought to find a more serene setting to move in retirement, and visited a variety of houses across the Chesapeake region,
a venture which concluded when they found
“Springfield.”
They bought it, moved in and began the
restoration, a task which Lew considers to be

perpetual. Cathy passed on in 1995, having apparent, both to visitors as well as motorists
lived to see much of the work complete, and passing on the distant highway, and especially
having worked with Lew in his early efforts to those who see her unique array of festive
towards the restoration of Rice’s Hotel/ treats on her dining table. Lew is a master at
Hughlett’s Tavern (RH/TH), the 18th-century making things, a talented carpenter, excelstructure immediately to the rear of the county lent painter, and marksman-quality restorer.
courthouse. The RH/HT
Whereas some have
Foundation
dedicated Lew is a master at making
capacity in one area or
the restored verandah in
another, Lew truly is
Cathy’s memory.
multi-talented.
things, a talented carpenFrom working on the
In 1984, he became
tavern, Lew came to know ter, excellent painter, and
the first president of
another wonderful lady and
Presmarksman-quality restorer. Northumberland
they decided to commit
ervation, the newly
matrimony. Peggy was the Whereas some have capacformed county historic
ideal choice for Lew, and
preservation
socitogether they have contin- ity in one area or another,
ety, which he and a
ued the enhancement of
small band of others
their home. Their current Lew truly is multi-talented. guided into existence.
focus has been on the “reHe was an early and
restoration” of the tavern following the fire, a steadfast volunteer in restoring N.P.’s historic
disastrous event which nearly took the build- Shiloh School in Ball’s Neck, a place where
ing earlier this year. Soon it will return once his knowledge and skill contributed immeaagain to its time-honored role in the life of surably to the saving of that gem of a buildNorthumberland County.
ing, which culminated with its listing on the
Peggy is a gifted artist, one who has an all- National Register of Historic Places.
pervasive appreciation for color and its infinite
Whenever a task at hand has needed a volharmonious uses. Indoors and outdoors her unteer, Lew has been among the first to step
understanding of correct presentation is quite forward, and Peggy is always right there with

him. They have been particularly generous
in using their wonderful home for charitable
events, especially those of benefit to Rappahannock Community College, a cause to which
they both have dedicated themselves in numerous pursuits.
This past Monday Peggy and Lew hosted
another gala happening at “Springfield,”
namely the celebration of Lew’s 90th birthday. A vast gathering of folks came to salute
him as he enters his tenth decade, a fact about
which I normally should be a bit incredulous
given his appearance. I told him that I did not
know the date when his hair turned white, but
since 1983 I had seen no change in him in
any respect. He easily could pass for 68, and
I laughed when he said he could not remember 50. Ah, the perks of turning white-haired
while young!
I began by commenting on the architectural
blessings of this area; surely Lew Fleming is
one of the greatest human blessings, a man
who is the measure of giving, one whose dedication and ability inspires others, and a gentleman in every meaning of the word. Dr. William
Harding should be pleased that his homeland
has reaped so abundantly from the labors and
talents of the current squire of “Springfield.”
Happy Birthday, Lew! “Ad Multos Annos!”
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YOUR LETTERS
Washing hands,
covering sneezes

Cub Scouts
practice rescue

Thank you for your coverage of the region’s growing
incidences of seasonal and
possible H1N1 flu.
I would like to emphasize
the importance of several
of the guidelines mentioned
in the article. We hear much
about the importance of handwashing, which is highly
effective when done properly,
and includes hot water, soap,
and scrubbing one’s hands
for a full 20 seconds. When
teaching children about hand
washing, I tell them that it
takes 20 seconds to sing two
verses of “Row Row Row
Your Boat.”
After scrubbing and rinsing one’s hands, they should
be dried with a paper towel,
which should also be used to
turn off the water, to avoid
recontamination.
Another key to not spreading seasonal viruses is covering up coughs and sneezes.
Airborne droplets from a
cough or sneeze are a major
culprit in the spread of colds
and flu. Children especially
should be reminded to cough
or sneeze into a tissue, or
into their bent elbow, in
lieu of sneezing into their
hands. Hand sanitizers are
effective, but should be used
along with regular handwashing to reduce the spread
of germs.
Thanks for helping to
spread the word.

The public is probably
unaware that last Saturday
morning Boy Scouts from the
Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck rescued victims of
an accident between an activity
bus and a large log loader near
the Lively firehouse.
About 20 youths suffered
minor to life-threatening injuries when the bus ran off the
right side of the road, overcorrected and struck a log
loader traveling in the opposite direction. The accident
also involved a downed power
line, which complicated rescue
efforts. A med-evac helicopter
was needed for some of the
injured.
Fortunately, all this was
planned as part of the 2009
Rivers District Fall Recruitment Camporee for the Boy
Scouts of America. Cub Scouts
were prepped with wound kits
that included compound fractures of arms, legs and jaws, as
well as abrasions, lacerations
and exposed abdominal organs.
About 75 Boy Scouts were
organized by patrols to use their
first aid skills to test their team
work, first aid and CPR skills.
They got a look at the working
parts of the helicopter. They
saw a man in protective gear get
washed down as if he had been
working in a hazardous materials zone. Every boy put out a
fuel fire using a dry chemical
extinguisher and every boy
spent time on the nozzle of a
pressurized fire hose.
For those who missed this
event, ask the boys who were
there how they liked it.
I am indebted to the following persons and organizations
without whose support this
event would not have been possible: the Kilmarnock YMCA
(bus); Ronnie Self and R.L.
Self Timber -log loader; Steve
Smith and Northern Neck
Electric Cooperative -bucket
truck and equipment; Scott
Hudson, Everette Walker and
Patricia Newsome, Lancaster
County emergency medical
services; Rex Leftridge, Upper
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue
Squad -Resusi-Annie dolls;
Tim Winstanley and Rappahannock General Hospital
-hazmat suit with respirator
and chemical decontamination
demonstration; Bill Pennell,
Lancaster County administrator -citizenship for First Class
rank advancement; Yankee
Point Marina -burn pan; David
Hundley and Virginia Fire &
Safety -all fire extinguishers;
the crew of Life Flight medevac services of West Point
-helicopter; Ashby Allen,
Justin Cammarata, Justin Culpeper, Kenny Cutting, William
Dawson, Hack Dean, Faye
George, Sammy George, Roy
Hall, Jeffery Haywood Wayne
Haywood, Dale McNeal, John
Montgomery, Dan Saunders,
Matthew Self, John Sites,
Cody Smith, Johnny Smith
and Curtis Walker, and the
Upper Lancaster Volunter Fire
Department -hosts, Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department, and White Stone Volunteer Fire Department -lunch,
tankers, ladder truck, dump
tank, engine, hoses and instruction; and the Rev. Larry Adams
of Bethel-Emmanuel United
Methodist Men for the Scouts’
own worship service.
Be prepared.

Kathleen D. Watson,
Extension agent

Supervisors
must decide
what is right
Last Thursday, I attended
the community comment
meeting on the proposed Lancaster County public boat
ramp and fishing pier off
Windmill Point Road on Antipoison Creek.
The room was full and many
people spoke about why we
should go ahead with the proposed plan and many spoke
against it. Almost everyone
there, whether for or against
it, started their speech with
the words, “I understand there
is a need for public access to
the water.”
The county supervisors
commented several times
they were pleased by the large
turnout and the many comments they received. Now it’s
up to the supervisors to decide
what is right.
Let’s hope they have the
backbone to stand up for the
best interest of the majority
of the citizens of this county,
and get the job done.

Jim Schmidt,
White Stone

Interfaith
needs help
The Interfaith Service
Council of Lancaster and
Northumberland counties is
in dire straits.
For over 29 years Interfaith has been in the forefront of service to those in
need. Since its inception
through the efforts of several
churches of various denominations, Interfaith has been
one of the primary agencies
for those in need. Its consistency is a recognizable quality. Through good times and
bad they have been there to
help as needed.
The organization spends
only three percent or less of
its income on administrative costs, primarily electricity and telephone. But
while demands on Interfaith
are increasing, the donation
level is constantly deteriorating. The organization has had
some reserve funds on which
to draw so that up to now no
legitimate request for help
has had to be refused.
But should this situation
continue, Interfaith could be
forced into a situation where
it might have to say “no” to a
serious request.
While the needs of related
groups are being recognized,
please do not forget the one
that has been here through
thick and thin, hurricane
and sunshine, caring for the
needs of all of our communities: the Interfaith Service
Council.
Donations may be sent to
Lancaster-Northumberland
Interfaith Service Council,
P.O. Box 868, Kilmarnock,
VA 22482-0868

Terence Cooper,
Burgess

Martin Shirilla,
2009 Fall Camporee Chairman,
Rivers District,
Heart of Virginia Council, B.S.A.

Working the grounds
might improve them
The Great Ponzi Scheme of
the Chesapeake Bay continues.
The meetings have been held,
and although the majority says
open up the oyster grounds so
our oysters can have a chance
of survival, the doctor’s orders
say no, you can only work the
areas of the Rappahannock
River that have the least amount
of oysters.
I thought the majority was
supposed to rule, but not in this
business. The scientists are now
agreeing with the watermen
(the watermen have known this
all along, but nobody will listen
to them).
If you don’t work the grounds,
the oysters will silt over and
die. The doctor’s orders have
been—don’t let the watermen
work the grounds, don’t help
our native oyster, we can grow
them in cages. Our oysters help
filter the water. The pollution
has increased steadily over the
years, and the oysters have been
on a steady decline. This means
our creeks, rivers, and the bay

are steadily getting dirtier and
nastier every day. This has a lot
to do with the decrease in fish
and crabs also. Not to mention
do you want you or your kids
swimming in water that’s not fit
for a crab or a fish?
The economic impact of this
hits hard on the commercial
watermen, the sport fishermen,
anyone who buys or sells anything to these people, and the
guy with a couple of crab pots
at his dock to catch a mess of
crabs to eat, and let’s not forget
about tourism. Who will want
to spend their summers here if
we let our bay die?
The people who are dictating to us are supposed to do an
economic impact study each
year to see if they are making
the right decisions, but last I
heard they haven’t done one in
25 years. Is this not a violation
of the code of Virginia?
They have kept their grant
money coming in by being
deceitful.
Their
salaries
haven’t been cut in the state’s
budget cuts, I’ll bet. By the
way, remember—their salaries + grant money = taxpayer
monies.
Our governor doesn’t seem
to care about this; believe me
he has been notified. If you
are worried about the bay, perhaps you could notify him also.
Whomever we elect as our next
governor had better step up to
the plate and help us flush out
those who have not been doing
their jobs. What I and many
others (but we are watermen,
so they don’t listen to us) have
asked for would not cost the
state any money, but would save
the state money. Time is running out, our bay is dying and
it is NOT the watermen’s fault.
Taking our money, putting us
out of business, and killing the
bay for their own profit—did
Bernie Madoff teach a class
before he went to prison?

and sediment that are real
problems soon. We should not
spend five years working on a
problem that, in all likelihood,
can only be partially solved.
The draft implementation
plan has many common-sense
elements that will not hurt,
but it has a timeline that will
hurt. The plan outlines a fiveyear “Phase 1” that could be
accomplished in five months
or less. The bay can’t wait
five years for meaningful
action. Moreover, the draft
plan fails even to discuss the
most likely source of the bacteria, the “resident bacteria,”
that persist in creeks.
The DEQ and DCR have
scheduled a meeting to discuss the draft at St. Mary’s
White Chapel meeting room
near Lancaster on Wednesday, October 7, at 6:30 p.m.
If you live on the Northern
Neck, please plan to attend
this meeting to encourage the
Virginia government to accelerate cleaning up the bay.

Nick Ferriter,
Mollusk

First-time voter
supports Pollard

I am a senior at Lancaster
High School. I will be 18
in October and, for the first
time, eligible to cast my vote
for the politician of my choice
on November 3, 2009.
I have lived in Lancaster
County for 11 years, and I
am finally at the age where
I am aware of and adamant
about the necessity of having
a delegate that truly represents what the Northern Neck
needs and desires.
For me, Albert Pollard
fits this description. I have
grown up with Del. Pollard’s
articles in the newspaper,
where he reaches out to his
constituents by discussing
Tammy Croxton, every topic from bingo to biKilmarnock partisanship. Del. Pollard has
Accelerate
proven he has the courage to
reach across party lines and
bay cleanup
fight for what will make the
The local efforts to plan to Northern Neck, my home, a
clean up the Chesapeake Bay better place to live.
continue to plod along. Time
As I have not even entered
passes, but actions are not
taken and the bay continues to
suffer.
At a certain level the
problem is simple: we, collectively, are polluting the
watershed from New York
south. The solution is equally
simple: we must stop. The
problem with stopping is that
one person’s pollution may be
another person’s livelihood, or
green lawn, or golf course. We
are all going to have to sacrifice: more weeds and less
green in the lawn, golf course
or cornfield. As far as the bay
is concerned, fertilizer in any
form is pollution.
In the meantime, Virginia’s
effort continues to be focused
on bacteria in our creeks. Virginia’s Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and
(Across from the Post Office)
Department of Conservation
Sponsored by the
and Recreation (DCR) have
White Stone
scheduled a public meeting
Community Association
to finalize a cleanup plan for
& Country Cottage
three small creeks in Lancaster County, a plan they
Proceeds to benefit
have worked on since April.
The next step should be
the ongoing
to extend this cleanup plan
development &
to include all the creeks on
the Northern Neck including
maintenance of the
Carter’s, Oyster, Antipoison,
Indian, Dymer, and so on. We
Village Green
should finish the bacterial
*Pavers available for purchase*
cleanup plan now and get on
with cleaning up the nutrients

the real world yet, I am
encouraged by his support of
utility regulation and operating energy-efficient programs. This will ensure a
clean, healthy environment
for me and the rest of the
graduating class of 2010 and
beyond.
In the coming years, I hope
to see more politicians like
Del. Pollard, who do more
than merely state what they
believe and why they believe
it. When November 3 rolls
around, I will be proud to
cast my first ever vote for
Del. Albert Pollard.

Grace Perkins,
White Stone

Support Crabill
I support Catherine Crabill
as our District 99 representative to the House of Delegates.
Catherine
is
running
because she believes in the
Constitutional state and
national sovereignty, parental
rights and the sanctity of life
from conception, traditional
marriage, religious liberty,
personal responsibility and
government accountability.
Further, she would reduce
taxation and help small business, the engine of our economy. She would provide for
our military and their fami-

Ice Cream
Social!
Saturday

October 3
1:30-3:30
to be held at the
Village Green
in White Stone

lies and she would protect
watermen’s and farmers’
interests.
She would also stand
against socialist tendencies
in government and reaffirm
that America was founded as
a Christian nation.
This is why I support Catherine as our representative to
the House of Delegates.

Walt Cottrell,
White Stone

Pollard represents
Northern Neck
In a few short weeks we
shall again head to the polls
to elect our representative to
the Virginia House of Delegates.
Politics aside, we shall be
considering the incumbent
service of one of our own,
Albert Pollard. By thought,
word and action, Albert Pollard has demonstrated his and,
indeed, our heritage by representing the Northern Neck at
its best.
It is refreshing in these
times to have a delegate so in
tune to his constituency with
initiative and conviction for
its benefit. I am enormously
proud to have Albert Pollard
represent our interests in the
House of Delegates.

John Paul C. Hanbury,
Irvington

PAID ADVERTISMENT

We’re disappointed
Maybe you are, too!
On Sept. 3, Catherine Crabill, the Republican nominee
for the House of Delegates in Virginia’s 99th Legislative
District, asked Democrat incumbent Albert Pollard to join
her in a unique and innovative series of campaign debates
before the Nov. 3 election.
Catherine Crabill suggested that students in government
classes at the 99th District’s high schools conduct the
debates under the supervision of their teachers. For the
students, she noted, it would be a valuable learning experience about the political process.
“If you and I are to meet our obligations as candidates
for public office,” Catherine Crabill wrote in a letter to
Pollard, “we owe it to all 99th District citizens to present
our assessments of the issues impor-tant to them and how
we approach resolving public problems. These debates
would accomplish that, with the added benefit of helping to prepare students for productive involvement in the
government and politics shaping their futures.
“Involvement of young people in the political process is
essential for the future well-being of our republic and its
government institutions locally as well as in our Commonwealth and nation.”
Pollard declined!
Instead, Pollard sought desperate refuge in mudslinging
and character assassination – an ugly example of artful
political dodging that really speaks badly of his character
as a public servant.
Maybe Pollard refused because he’s not fared very well in
campaign debates in the past.
Maybe it’s because Pollard’s legislative record is so
mediocre.
Maybe Catherine Crabill should debate an empty
chair.
Maybe she should drape that chair with an empty suit.
Catherine Crabill for Delegate
PO Box 345, White Stone, Va. 22578
www.catherinecrabill.com
Paid for and authorized by Catherine Crabill for Delegate
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Pleasants
Richard
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INDEP

For

DISTRICT 1
UPERVISOR
“A Balanced & Civil Approach for our Future”
We have an opportunity to select Richard to represent
us on the Lancaster Board of Supervisors
✓ Open and accessible government
✓ Workforce development and diversification
✓ Responsible use of funds
✓ Strong education for our youth

PleasantsForSupervisor@Gmail.Com
Call (804) 462-0893 with any questions.
Authorized by Pleasants for Supervisor
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Flagpole dedication
Assistant senior Patrol Leader Blake Smith of Troop 202,
Boy Scouts of America in Reedville, recently completed
requirements for Eagle Scout. He raised funds, designed and
installed a concrete compass rose base that holds a 25-foot
fiberglass flagpole. A previously donated school bell was
remounted and reinstalled at the historic Bluff Point Graded
School building. Attending the dedication were Scoutmaster
Randy Smith, assistant Scoutmaster Jared Madison and above
from left Senior Patrol Leader Chris Ryan, Patrol Leader Ben
Wrightson and Blake Smith saluting, as the flag was raised for
the first time.
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Flag from Baghdad to benefit Hospice
LANCASTER—At
the
last meeting of the Hospice Turkey Shoot Regatta
committee at Yankee Point
Marina in Lancaster, member
Frannie Langford advised
attendees that her son,
supply specialist Christopher
“Mike” Langford, wanted to
donate the U.S. flag that flew
over Baghdad September 11,
2009, to the regatta.
Specialist Langford is
coming home from Iraq this
Saturday. Ms.Langford noted
that he had been serving in
Baghdad since last October
when he was called up with
the Army National Guard.
According to Ms. Langford, coordinator of volunteer
services for the Riverside
Hospice Agencies in Tappahannock and Gloucester, when
her son called with the good
news of his home-coming
schedule, he also said that he
had something else to discuss
with her.
“Mike knows I am active in
raising money for Hospice,”
she said. “And he wanted to
help the Hospice regatta in
some way.” He told her that
the more he thought about it,
the more he was convinced
that he could do something.
While they talked, Ms. Langford said that Mike had an
idea. “He was excited. I could
tell that he was thinking. The
wheels were turning, so to
speak,” she said.
As Mike continued to think
out loud, his idea crystallized.

He told his mother that he
would donate the flag to the
regatta to be used for fund
raising because he knew that
it would mean a lot to her. It
was something he wanted to
do for her and for the Hospice community. “I am so
proud of him,” she said. “He
knows how much this really
does mean to me.”
Committee
chairman
Jim Charbeneau noted the
American flag has traditionally been the symbol of the
nation’s strength and unity.
“It’s a source of great
pride and inspiration for
millions of citizens, one of
the nation’s most widely
recognized symbols, ” said
Charbeneau.
He noted this flag had
particular significance and
thanked Langford at the
meeting for her son’s service

to his country and for his
thoughtful donation.
Specialist Langford, who
will be coming home to Essex
County, is married to Nicole
Lymon Langford. He has
a five-year-old son, Christopher Michael Langford
Jr. Mike’s father is Stanley
Langford of Tappahannock.
His sister is Christina Brown
of Howertons. His maternal
grandparents are Schylor and
Mary Clay of Center Cross.
His paternal grandparents
are Edward and Janice Langford of Dunnsville.
The regatta committee
plans to auction the flag
October 10 as part of regatta
banquet festivities. Specialist Langford, as special guest
of honor, will present the
flag to the highest bidder. In
addition to the flag, a framed
and signed Willard Bond

print and anti-foulant bottom
paint will be auctioned.
Proceeds will be donated to
the Hospices on the Northern
Neck and Middle Peninsula.
The regatta is the major fundraising event for those organizations. The proceeds are
used to provide respite, companionship and supportive
care to persons with terminal
and life-threatening illnesses
and to their families.
To attend the regatta and
banquet, call Karen Knull
at 462-7635. To participate
in the regatta, October 9-11,
which is for mono-hull sailboats with a design of 25
years or older, visit turkeyshootregatta.com. To contribute to Hospice by donation or sponsoring a fundraising boat, visit Charbeneau, at jamesb@kaballero.
com.

20

0%

2

October
Wallpaper & Fabric
K ilmarnock Planing Mill, Inc.

%

420 South Main Street• M-F 9:30-5:00pm • Sat. 9:30-12:00 • 435-1122

Some of the Rappahannock River
opens for oyster harvesting today
NEWPORT NEWS—The
Virginia Marine Resources
Commission last Tuesday
opened some oyster harvest
areas early to allow watermen to
gain a market advantage because
of later oyster season openings
in some Gulf Coast states.
Despite opposition, the commission decided to continue
with the third year of a rotational
harvest management plan in the
Rappahannock River.
Oyster harvest season opens
today in the Rappahannock River
Rotation Area #5 and remains in
effect through the end of October. The season opens November 1 for Rappahannock River
Rotation Area #3 and remains
in effect through the end of
November. The season opens

December 1 for Rappahannock
River Rotation Areas #8 and #9
and remains in effect through
the end of February.
The
commission
also
extended a buyback program
for large oysters measuring over
4.25 inches in length for a portion of the Rappahanock River.
The oyster harvest season
opens November 1 for the Great
Wicomico Hand Scrape Area
and remains in effect through
the end of January.
For a complete list of rivers,
bay and seaside seasons, visit
mrc.state.va.us.
The commission also authorized a series of waterfront
improvements requested by
The Beach Cove Condo Owners
Association at Windmill Point.

The project includes construction of two 180-foot-long quarry
stone breakwaters, an 80-footlong stone breakwater and a
50-foot-long stone spur, and the
extension and armament of two
existing stone and concrete lock
groins with quarry stone.
Plans also call for the placement of 2,800 cubic yards of
beach-quality sand over 26,500
square feet (.06 acre) of stateowned subaqueous bottom on
the Rappahannock River.
The commission approved the
related permits based on staff
recommendations with a royalty in the amount of $1,325 for
the placement of sandy material
channelward of low water at the
rate of $.05 per square foot.

Mary Ball Washington Museum Notes
by Charlotte Henry
Scheduled services for
more than 80 churches are
listed in the Rappahannock
Record’s Church Calendar
each week. Very often, family
tradition influences the ecclesiastical doctrine one chooses
to follow and observe, but
individual preferences are
very personal and seldom
questioned.
That is a far cry from the
religious climate experienced by the early colonists
in Virginia. As English subjects, they were mandated
by law to actively participate
in and observe the liturgy of
the Church of England. The
founders were expected to
attend morning and evening
prayer gatherings on a daily
basis and fines were imposed
upon those who disregarded
the practice, with even more
severe punishments for habitual absentees who would be
remanded to a court hearing.
The early church was as much
a governing body as were the
courts.
For most people who had
come to an unknown territory,
far from family and friends,
expending their energy on
procuring food and providing
shelter, the religious discipline which seems today to be
repressive, undoubtedly also
offered solace in the familiar
rites and prayers, their religious observation one of the
few constants in their lives
in the new and somewhat
strange environment of that
first English colony.
Some considerable time
passed before the once floundering colony began to grow
and prosper. The founder’s
Church of England, then
called the “Anglican Church,”
the overseer of orphans, the

indigent and the severely disabled, imposed a levy on all
landowners to support this
responsibility as well as to
maintain church buildings
and compensate the ministers
who preached there. By 1662,
parishes were further dividend into precincts and the
church assigned Processioners to delineate and record
individual property lines.
An increased influx of
immigrants to Virginia also
saw the emergence of “nonconformists” to the colony
who were averse to the
accepted and legally imposed
adherence to the liturgy of the
Book of Common Prayer. In
the early 1660s, there were
gatherings of Quakers, whose
secret meetings and refusal to
bear arms caused them to be
castigated as heretics.
As nonobservers of the
accepted dogma, the most
common punishment was a
hefty fine, but in a few instances
severe lashings were alleged to
have been ordered. With the
passage of the “Act of Toleration,” ordered by King James
II, in 1688, the Quakers were
afforded some rights.
The Puritans, some of whom
had been clergy in the early
Church of England, joined the
unhappy ranks of “dissenters”
after the English “Act of Uniformity” pronounced in 1662.
That group never gained much
of a foothold in Virginia, and
soon left for the more welcoming prospects which awaited
them in New England.
Presbyterianism evolved
primarily in Scotland after
the European Reformation,
and its followers, when they
arrived in the colony in the
1740s, called their movement
“The Great Awakening.”

While its proponents weren’t
necessarily welcomed with
open arms, they were tolerated.
Interestingly, as early as
1686, the Christ Church and
St. Mary’s White Chapel parishes chose an ordained Presbyterian, Andrew Jackson,
originally from Belfast, as
their rector. Jackson agreed
to follow the accepted liturgy of the Book of Common
Prayer, and was apparently
held in high regard. A vestige of his Presbyterian leanings was evidenced in his will
written in 1710, in which he
left money to a Presbyterian
Meeting House in Dublin.
The first “dissenting House
of Worship” in Lancaster
County, a Presbyterian Meeting House, in the planning
since 1759, was probably
ready for occupancy by the
early 1760s. Its success was
undoubtedly due in great part,
to the efforts and support of
its staunchest champion, Col.
James Gordon, a Scot by
birth, and one of the wealthiest and most influential men
of his era. The building was
erected on a small plot south
of and near the Court House
and west of Merry Point
Road. Gordon’s fine home,
“Gordonsville,” is the extant
“Verville.”
After over 180 some years
of acrimony and embitterment, one’s religious preference became academic. The
First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States
of America, mandated and
ensured religious freedom
of choice. “Congress shall
make no law respecting an
establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.”

IRVINGTON
FARMERS MARKET
SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 3, 2009
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Irvington Commons

OVER
120
VENDORS
PRODUCE, HERBS, FLOWERS, MEAT, SEAFOOD, GOAT
CHEESE, BAKED GOODS, CRAFTS,
ARTWORK, AND MUCH MORE

The Irvington Farmers Market is sponsored by the
Village Improvement Association
on the first Saturday of each month May through November,
weather permitting.
Contact Lilliane Merrill at
irvingtonfarmersmarket@comcast.net for more information.

