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Fires leave three families homeless, two persons dead
by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—A
rash
of devastating house fires in
Northumberland and Lancaster
counties in recent days has left
three families homeless and two
people dead.
Around 11:45 p.m. on Thursday, January 8, Callao, Fairfields
and Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire
Departments responded to a
house fire at 1156 Remo Road
near Wicomico Church, said
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins.
The single-story home was
completely involved when crews
arrived.
A woman, believed to be
homeowner Madeline Hall, was
killed in the fire.
“We have no indication that it
was anybody else other than the
owner,” said Wilkins. The body
has been sent to the medical
examiner’s office in Richmond
for an autopsy and positive identification.
The sheriff said the initial
investigation points to an electrical outlet as the cause of the fire.
He said a smoke detector was
installed in the house, but it may
have been faulty.
The following morning,
Callao and Fairfields fire departments were called to a blaze at
427 Coopers Landing Road.
Fire was already coming
through the roof of the doublewide when crews arrived, but
nobody was home and nobody
was injured in the fire, said Sheriff Wilkins.
Neighbor Larry Coleman Jr.
noticed some smoke through the
trees around 9:30 a.m. and made
the call to 911.
The home belongs to Tyrone

Brian Gravely, the 17-year-old
son of homeowner Deborah
Gravely.
He and the other children were
in the care of his 21-year-old
sister. His mother was out of the
area and his father may be incarcerated, Stables said Monday.
Stables said counselors were
on hand Monday to talk to the students who knew Brian Gravely.
The school held a moment of
silence for him at the beginning
of the school day and the school
board did the same when it met
Monday night.
A fifth fire broke out at 6:40
p.m. Sunday, January 11, at
1309 Newman’s Neck Road near
Heathsville. The fire started in
the chimney and spread into the
floor and walls, but firefighters from the Callao VFD were
able to contain the flames and
damage was minimal, Sheriff
Wilkins said.
The Upper Lancaster and Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Departments also responded to a house
fire on Sullivans Road around
4:45 p.m. on Tuesday, January 6.
Nicole Getty was home with
her brother and her two sets of
twins when they smelled smoke,
said Upper Lancaster Volunteer
Fire Department assistant fire
chief Dale McNeal, who was the
first to respond to the scene.
Her brother opened the bathroom door and saw fire coming
out of the water heater closet,
McNeal said.
The family got out safely, but
flames were already coming out
of all the windows and the roof
by the time firemen arrived,
McNeal said.
Fire fighters struggled to put

the fire out and the single-story
house was completely destroyed,
McNeal said.
“This is an unusual number
of fires in a short amount of
time,” said Sheriff Wilkins. He
urged people to use extreme caution when using auxiliary heaters and to make sure they have
their chimneys cleaned and that
they replace the batteries in their
smoke detectors twice a year
when they change their clocks.

River Counties
Chapter seeks
disaster funds

KILMARNOCK—The River
Counties Chapter, American
Red Cross Disaster Action Team
last week responded to a house
fire near Mollusk, supporting
and financially assisting two
Fire fighting crews from Callao, Fairfields and Kilmarnock responded to the home of Madfamilies with hotels, food and
eline Hall at 1156 Remo Road around midnight Thursday. Authorities indicated Hall may
clothing.
have died in the fire. (Photo by Robert Mason Jr.)
One family consists of father,
mother, one-year-old twins and
“Shorty” Crockett and his wife, damage to the building, how- 17-year-old boy.
three-week-old twins. The other
Alisa. They have two children ever, said superintendent Clint
The Kilmarnock and White
family consists of mother and
who live at home.
Stables. Classes were moved Stone Volunteer Fire Departdaughter.
Fire completely destroyed the out of the area until the smell of ments responded.
Executive director Julie
home.
smoke cleared. They were able
Two young adults and several
Dudley said the River Counties
Crockett suspects a faulty to return to their classrooms juveniles were at home at the
Chapter has responded to 20
ceiling fan was the cause of the after lunch.
time of the blaze, said Sheriff
house fires in the communities
fire, Wilkins said.
Stables notified the fire mar- Wilkins. All but one escaped.
it serves, giving support and
Five minutes earlier, crews shall and the manufacturer of
The fire was likely caused by
financial assistance.
had been called to Northum- the power strip and asked teach- one of multiple space heaters
“This can only be achieved
berland Elementary School for ers to pull all similar power that were being used to heat the
with the support of both vola smoking power strip in a kin- strips from the building for fur- trailer, Sheriff Wilkins said.
unteers and our donors,” said
dergarten classroom. Teachers ther inspection.
The boy’s body has been sent
Dudley.
pulled the fire alarm and all stuOn Saturday, January 10, to the medical examiner’s office
An average house fire consistdents were evacuated from the around 5 a.m. a trailer at 189 in Richmond for an autopsy and
ing of a family of four incurs
school.
Prentice Creek Road burned to positive identification. School
financial costs on average of
There were no injuries and no the ground, claiming the life of a officials believe it to be that of
$1,000 per fire.
“We do not receive government or national funding and it is
only through local donations that
we were able to financially support the 20 families we assisted,”
she said. The abnormal amount
HEATHSVILLE—The New Year is barely two weeks old and
of house fires we are experiencthere have been three fires in Northumberland County within a
ing is putting a stress on our
span of four days, involving two single-family homes and, most
financial resources and we need
recently, a mobile home.
community support.”
Two lives were lost in the fires and the families are being helped
To support the local chapter
by the Northumberland Red Cross Chapter with shelter and other
with a donation, please send a
needs, said executive director Betsy Willis.
check payable to River CounThe chapter is requesting community members help rebuild the
ties Chapter, P.O. Box 1151,
chapter’s disaster fund which has been greatly reduced coming
Kilmarnock, VA 22482. To give
to the aid of the recent fire victims, said Willis. Contributions are
by credit card, call 435-7669, or
needed at this time so that in the event of any disaster in the coming
visit the chapter office immemonths, the Red Cross will be ready to assist the victims.
diately on the right through
Send donations to the Northumberland Red Cross, 59 Monuthe main doors in the Northern
ment Place, Heathsville, VA 22473. The chapter office is open on
Tuesdays, from 1 to 4 p.m. and Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9 Fire destroyed the home of Tyrone “Shorty” Crockett near Horsehead last Friday, leaving Neck Family YMCA facility on
the family of four homeless.
Harris Drive.
a.m. to noon. To volunteer, call the chapter office at 580-4933.

Northumberland Red Cross
requests community support

Inside

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning commission will meet tonight (January
15) at 7 p.m.
The commission will elect
officers for the upcoming year,
review the end-of-year report and
hold a public hearing on a conditional rezoning request by Billy
Burgess to change a parcel from
residential waterfront to agriculture for an auto repair shop.
The commission will meet in
the General District courtroom
at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.
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Planners’ work
to range from
high density
to open spaces
LANCASTER—The planning commission for Lancaster
County will resume discussion
of a draft multi-family housing ordinance at 7 p.m. today
(January 15). The meeting will
be held in the General District
courtroom.
The proposed ordinance
would create a zoning district
known as residential community development (R-4) and
would provide for development
of moderate- to high-density
off-water residential communities. It has already gone through
a public hearing. Planners hope
to complete details on the ordinance and send it to the board of
supervisors for consideration.
Also on the agenda is a public
hearing to consider revisions to
section 5-26 of the subdivision
ordinance. The revisions would
apply to inland subdivisions
of 10 or more lots and would
allow developers to decrease lot
sizes and setback requirements
in exchange for increased open
space.

Parents arraigned
in case regarding
6-year-old driver
by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—Jacqulyn Deana Waltman, the
mother of the 6-year-old boy
who tried to drive himself to
school last week, was still
in custody at the Northern
Neck Regional Jail Monday
where she is being held
without bond.
Waltman, 26, and the
boy’s father, David Eugene
Dodson of Browns Store
Road near Heathsville were
arraigned in Northumberland County Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court
last Friday on one count
each of felony child endangerment.
If convicted, the couple
faces between one and five
years in prison.
Dodson, 40, was released
on a $5,000 bond last Tuesday.
Northumberland County
postponed its bond hearing
for Waltman Friday afternoon, pending her arraignment on bad-check charges
in King and Queen County.
Bond was set in Essex
County where she faces further charges on writing bad
checks.
The judge appointed lawyers for both defendents and
set a preliminary hearing for
2 p.m. March 20.
Jane Wrightson will represent Dodson and James Cupp
will represent Waltman.
“Dodson is thankful his
son is safe and that no one
else was injured that day,”
Wrightson said after the
arraignment. Cupp declined
to comment.

This was not the first time
the boy had taken the family
car, police revealed. A similar incident occurred in
Lancaster County last year,
according to authorities. The
boy didn’t make it far, putting the car in a ditch at the
end of the driveway. The parents weren’t prosecuted that
time, but Lancaster placed
the boy in foster care and
a judge approved an order
prohibiting his mother from
being his sole custodian.
He had only recently
returned home.
On January 5, the boy
drove the family car more
than 10 miles, attempting
to get to school after missing the bus. He turned left
(continued on page A14)

Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last tackled a big news story in 2003
when Hurricane Isabel devastated Lewisetta.

Crash heard ‘round the world
by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—The
story of a 6-year-old Northumberland boy who tried
to drive himself to school
became a worldwide media
sensation last week.
Shortly after the Rappahannock Record posted the
story as breaking news online
Tuesday, the Virginia State
Police sent a press release to
about 30 media organizations
in the Richmond area.
Within an hour, the story
had been picked up by the
Associated Press and began
appearing on websites across
the nation.
By Tuesday evening,
the story had hit prime

time television news stations, including CNN, Paul
Harvey’s radio newscast and
newspaper websites around
the world.
The following day the
boy’s story appeared on the
front page of the Washington
Post and became the day’s
most popular story.
A Google search this week
turns up more than 760 hits
about the boy.
“Your story has gone viral,
it’s everywhere now,” said a
friend in Ecuador who read it
first at RRecord.com.
All that kept Northumberland County Sheriff Chuck
Wilkins busy last week.
BBC News contacted

Wilkins at home at 10:30
p.m. Wednesday for a live
interview on a radio talk
show.
“What surprised me most
was that there were local
people who listened to that
show (on satellite radio) and
called me the next day to tell
me they heard me on there,”
Wilkins said.
He also interviewed with
the French version of the
Associated Press, the Today
Show and Inside Edition
and the story appeared in
the news from the Cayman
Islands to New Zealand, he
said.
“The story really took on a
(continued on page A14)
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January
15 Thursday

.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
No-Name Needlers will
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art
of Coffee in Montross. 4930873.
The Heathsville Forge
Blacksmith Guild meets
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s
Tavern. 580-3377.
The Rappatomac Writers
Critique Group will meet
at 2 p.m. at Rappahannock
Community College in
Warsaw.
Acoustic Night at Cruisers
Sports Bar in Gloucester.
693-6246.
Duplicate Bridge will be
played at 1 p.m. at the
Woman’s Club of White
Stone. $2. 435-6207.
The Planning Commission
for Lancaster County
will meet at 7 p.m. at the
courthouse in Lancaster.
The Planning Commission
for Northumberland County
will meet at 7 p.m. at the
courthouse in Heathsville.
AA meets at 8 p.m. at De
Sales Hall and Kilmarnock
United Methodist Church.
The Northern Neck/Middle
Peninsula Chapter of
the Virginia Aeronautical
Historical Society will meet
at noon at the Pilot House
Restaurant in Topping.
Visitors welcome.
A Grief Support Group
meets at 2 p.m. at
Henderson United Methodist
Church near Callao.
The Northern Neck Chapter
of the Virginia Native Plant
Society will meet at noon at
Wicomico Parish Church Hall
in Wicomico Church. Nancy
Ross Hugo will describe the
Remarkable Trees of Virginia
book project. Bring a brown
bag lunch. Tea, coffee and
light refreshments will be
available.
Winter Warmers, an
environmental lecture series
at Belle Isle State Park, will
feature “Living Shorelines,
Erosion Control, and Habitat
Enhancement,” with Bobbie
Burton. The free lecture will
begin at 1 p.m. at the Visitor
Center. A $2 parking fee
applies. 462-5030.
Stan Cichowicz and his
light microscope will be
featured at a Science Cafe
from 12:30 to 2 p.m. at Net
Cruisers Cafe in Lancaster.
580-2079.
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Friday

Lee-Jackson Day

Bingo will be played at the
new firehouse in Lively at 7
p.m.
Mr. Entertainment-Glen
Abbott, will be featured at
Kentucky Fried Chicken on
Route 17 near the old WalMart shopping center in
Gloucester from 5 to 9 p.m.
Join in the “Chicken Dance”
at 7 p.m.
AA meets at noon at Trinity
Church in Lancaster and at
8 p.m. at Calvary Baptist
Church in Kilmarnock.
Celebrate Recovery will
meet from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
White Stone Church of the
Nazarene Family Life Center
at 57 Whisk Drive. 43598886.
A Spaghetti Dinner will be
served by the Chesapeake
Academy eighth-graders,
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Academy
Hall on the Irvington
campus. $10 adults, $5
children ages 14 and
younger. Take-out available
starting at 3:30 p.m. Tickets
will be sold at the door. 4358882.
Contraast will be featured
at Cruiser’s Sports Bar in
Gloucester at 9:30 p.m. 6936246.
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Tuesday

AA meets at 7 p.m. and at 8
p.m. at Palmer Hall.
The Northumberland
County Community Center
Organization (NCCCO) will
host an inauguration viewing
and luncheon beginning at
10 a.m. at the Browns Store
Road facility. The swearing-in
ceremony is at noon, followed
by a parade. Donations
accepted. For advance
reservations, call 580-8195, or
580-8028.
The Lancaster County
Democrats will host a
celebration of the inauguration
British invasion
“Come Together,” a Tribute to the Beatles, will be featured in of Barack Obama as the 44th
of the United States
a concert this Saturday, January 17 at the Lancaster Middle President
at The Beacon in Topping.
School Theater in Kilmarnock. The concert, to benefit the A cash bar will open at 5:30
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department, will begin at 8 p.m. p.m., followed by a buffet
Tickets are $20 each. All seats are reserved. The box office dinner at 6:30 p.m. $25.
will open at 6:30 p.m. Folks are urged to gather at the the- RSVP to 436-0605, 436-0516,
ater at 7:15 p.m. to welcome the band. Advance tickets are bayscape@Kaballero.com, or
available in Kilmarnock at Bank of Lancaster at 100 South mcgmac45@aol.com.
Main Street, Hair Design Studio at 89 South Main Street, The Lancaster County
Lee’s Restaurant at 30 South Main Street, Noblett Appliance Republican Committee
meet at 7 p.m. at The
at 17 South Main Street and Heads Up Hairworks at 80 will
Chesapeake Bank Training
North Main Street. For more information, call 435-6880 or Center on School Street in
email jan@fcpsound.net.
Kilmarnock.
The Economic Development
Commission for
Northumberland County will
meet at the courthouse in
Heathsville at 7 p.m.
The Westmoreland Players
A Relay for Life Benefit
American Legion Post 86 will
will host a “New Volunteer
Dance featuring Yoko Says
meet at 7 p.m. at the Legion
Day”
from
2
to
4
p.m.
at
the
No Band will be held at Coles
building on Waverly Avenue in
theater on Route 360 near
Point Tavern in Hague at 9
Kilmarnock.
Callao. Participants will meet The Corrottoman Seniors will
p.m. 472-3856.
The Players, learn how a play meet at 10 a.m. at the Ruritan
AA meets at 8 p.m. at
comes together and hear
Irvington United Methodist
Club near Lively.
about the various on- and
Church.
off-stage opportunities to get
“Come Together,” A Tribute
to the Beatles, will perform at involved. 529-9345.
8 p.m. at the Lancaster Middle
School Theater in Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Breakfast Club
$20. All seats are reserved.
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s
Box office opens at 6:30 p.m.
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
Band arrives at 7:15 p.m.
The Kiwanis Club meets
Clown Mark Jaster will
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews
Dr.
Martin
Luther
present shows at 10 a.m. and
Presbyterian Church in
2 p.m. at The Westmoreland
Kilmarnock.
King
Jr.
Day
Players Theater at 16217
The Rotary Club for
AA meets at noon at Palmer
Richmond Road near Callao.
Kilmarnock, Irvington and
Hall.
$12.
White Stone meets at 12:30
Five By Design will
Introduction To Disaster
p.m. at Rappahannock
make a return visit On
Services And Fulfilling Our
Westminster-Canterbury.
Stage sponsored by The
Mission will be offered by the
The Northern Neck Bay
Rappahannock Foundation
River Counties Chapter of the
Tones meets at 2 p.m. at St.
for the Arts. The concert
American Red Cross from 9
Andrews Presbyterian Church
will begin at 8 p.m. at the
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the chapter’s Lancaster Middle School
in Kilmarnock. 453-2633.
Kilmarnock headquarters at
Al-Anon meets at noon at
Theater in Kilmarnock.
39 Harris Road. Reservations
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
For ticket information,
required, call 435-7669.
Acoustic Night at Damon &
call 435-0292, or visit
A Roast Beef Dinner will be
rappahannockfoundation.org. Company in Gloucester. 693served at Fairfields United
7218.
The Rappahannock Music
Methodist Church in Burgess
AA meets at 8 p.m. Trinity
Study Club will meet at 11
from 5 to 7 p.m. Donations
Church.
a.m. at Wicomico Parish
accepted. Takeout is available, Church in Wicomico Church,
How to Maintain Your Brain
call 453-2631.
will be presented by the
The National Alliance for
The Northern Neck Computer
Alzheimer’s Association from
Mental Illness-Tidewater
Users Group will meet at
1 to 2:30 p.m. at Farnham
Chapter meets at 7 p.m.
9:30 a.m. at Rappahannock
Manor at 511 Cedar Grove
at Urbanna Baptist Church.
Westminster-Canterbury near
Road in Farnham (free dessert
435-7509.
Irvington. The speaker will be Bill
buffet). Pre-register at 678The Historical Society for
McCrosky. A Beginner’s Special
8635.
Lancaster County will meet
Interest Group tutorial will follow.
at 7 p.m. at the G.C. Dawson An Alzheimer’s Association
580-8666,
Group Meeting will be held at
administrative office in
A Women’s Cancer Support
10:30 a.m. at Rappahannock
Kilmarnock. 435-6232.
Group will meet from 1:30 to 3:30 The Northumberland
Westminster-Canterbury near
p.m. at the Lancaster Community Homemakers will meet at
Irvington. 678-8635.
Library in Kilmarnock. Bring a
An Alzheimer’s Association
11 a.m. at St. Stephen’s
snack to share.
Group Meeting will be held at
Episcopal Church in
Babygarten, storytime for
Port Town Village Apartments
Heathsville. 580-8613.
babies six months to 2 years of
Hospitalization and Dementia: at 111 Port Town Lane in
age, will be held at the Lancaster What You Need to Know will
Urbanna. 678-8635.
Community Library in Kilmarnock be presented by the Alzheimer’s Snow is the Storytime topic
from 10:30 to 11 a.m.
at the Lancaster Community
Association from 11 a.m. to
Library, beginning at 10 a.m.
1 p.m. at The Orchard at 62
Delfae Drive in Warsaw. Preregister at 678-8635.
An Alzheimer’s Association
The Widowed Persons
Group Meeting will be held
Service for Lancaster and
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at
at 10 a.m. at The Orchard in
Northumberland counties
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
Warsaw. 678-8635.
holds its lunch brunch at the
Robert E. Lee’s Birthday will AA meets at 8 p.m. at De
Lancaster Tavern in Lancaster be celebrated at Stratford
Sales Hall and Kilmarnock
immediately following church
United Methodist Church.
Hall from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
services.
The Heathsville Forge
Mr. Entertainment-Glen
Blacksmith Guild meets from
Abbott, will be featured at
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s Hotel/
Kentucky Fried Chicken in
Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-3377.
Kilmarnock from 5 to 8 p.m.
(continued on page A3)
AA meets at 7:30 p.m.
Inauguration Day
at White Stone United
The Kilmarnock & District
Methdodist Church.
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15
Sundays at Two will feature
p.m. at Campbell Memorial
“Our Weird Universe: Can
Presbyterian Church in
of Williamsburg
we hope to understand it?”
Weems. 462-7125.
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds
presented by Dr. Edward
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at
Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Devinney at 2 p.m. at the
Kilmarnock United Methodist
Fireplace Accessories
Lancaster Community Library
Church.
Door Handles/Knockers
at 235 School Street in
Duplicate Bridge will be
Other Home Items
Kilmarnock.
played at 1 p.m. at the
Lamps & Lamp Repair
Woman’s Club of Lancaster.
Free Pick-up/Delivery
462-0742.
30 years experience
The Heathsville Forge
Serving Virginia
Blacksmith Guild meets from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s Hotel/
Wayne Harris • 757- 220-3466
Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-3377.
Cell: 757-810-1677
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BU ENOS NAC HOS M EXICAN
GRILL: Delicious Mexican fare in an
exciting atmosphere. Outdoor seating available. Mon.-Thurs. 11:00am8:00pm. Fri. & Sat. 11:00am-9pm.
45 S Main St. Kilmarnock. 4356262.
COCOMO’S: Where summer never
ends! Open for breakfast, lunch
& dinner. Specializing in fresh
seafood overlooking Broad Creek.
Call for special events and seasonal
hours.1134 Timberneck Road, Deltaville. 804-776-8822
DIXIE DELI: Family owned and
operated (forever!) Serving lunch 5
days a week, Mon-Fri., 10:30-3:00,
Subs, soup, our famous potato &
chicken salad and sandwiches,
50 Irvington Rd., Kilmarnock
435-6745.
LEE’S RESTAURANT: Hometown
cooking and atmosphere in a
popular downtown Kilmarnock
tradition. Full menu, fresh local
seafood in season, homemade pies
made daily, Beer & Wine on premises. (B,L,D) Main St. Kilmarnock,
435-1255
SAL’S PIZZA:Pizza, Subs, Burgers, Dinners, Beer & Wine. Large
parties welcome. Dine in; carry
out. 456 N. Main St., Kilmarnock.
435-6770, 435-1384.
HORN HARBOR HOUSE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT: 836 Horn
Harbor Rd., Burgess, VA 22432,
804-453-3351; Come by Land or by
Sea: Hours: Dinner: Wed., Thurs.,
Sun., 5-9 pm; Fri., Sat. 5-10 pm;
Nightly Specials, Fresh Seafood
and Hand cut steaks, full menu
available in lounge and deck Wed.
- Sun. (Weather Permitting)
SANDPIPER RESTAURANT: Est.
1982. Casual relaxed dining with
friendly service. Featuring nightly
specials, charbroiled steaks and
fresh seafood dishes. Full menu. (D)
Route 3, White Stone. 435-6176.
ST ANDREWS GRILL AT THE
TARTAN GOLF CLUB
Open daily 11-3; Closed Tuesday.
Daily Specials. Homemade Soups,
Salads, Seafood and Sandwiches.
Call 438-6009

Call 435-1701
to join the Record’s
Dining Guide

Every Thursday games start at 4, music @ 6
Bring your favorite game (some games on hand)
and enjoy the week’s musical entertainment
Rotating karaoke, DJ and local talent
$5 appetizer buffet as well as our regular menu
Call for details!

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
Insurance
For more information pleae call:
For more information
please call:
Michael
B. Callis
Your
Name
Here
804-462-7631
123-456-7890
8674
MaryHere
Ball Rd.
Your Address
Lancaster, VA

BRKSCG (10/01)

ED: 12/02

TALK OF THE TOWN COFFEE
HOUSE: Featuring a wide selection
of gourmet coffees. Freshly prepared pastries, wraps and salads.
Delicious ice cream. 41 S. Main
St., Kilmarnock 436-TALK (8255).
Open 7 days a week.
TH E TAVERN RESTAU R ANT:
Exceptional comfort food in
lovingly restored Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern, Heathsville.
Homemade breads, soups, desserts, & more. Local seafood &
produce featured. Lunch & Dinner, Wed-Sat. 580-7900.
TOWN BISTRO: Casual upscale
dining in an intimate setting. Featuring a Seasonal Menu of locally
inspired dishes. Open Kitchen. Full
Bar. Dinner Only. Chef owned
and operated. 62 Irvington Road,
Kilmarnock. 435-0070.
U P P E R D EC K C R A B & R I B
HOUSE: Featuring fresh local
seafood in an inviting riverfront
atmosphere. Thurs. 4-8pm, Friday
5-10pm, Sat. 12pm-10pm, Sun.
11am-5pm. 1947 Rocky Neck
Road, Mollusk,VA. Near Lively.
462-7400.
WILLABY’S: Comfortable casual
atmosphere. Featuring daily chef’s
specials, gourmet burgers & delectable desserts. Eat in or carry out
available. Monday-Saturday 11-3.
Items available for take home until
4:00. White Stone. (L) 435-0044.

$500.

Guaranteed!
Now Smoke free!

BINGO

This Friday, January 16, 2009

Upper Lancaster’s New Firehouse.
North of Lively on Rt. 3.
“State of the art” equipment
Doors open at 5:45 pm and games start at 7 pm
To benefit the Upper Lancaster Vol. Fire Department

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS
Located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center,
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166
ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00
ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166
*Now accepting
Visa,
Mastercard &
Discover*

FRI. JAN. 16

SAT. JAN. 17

NOTORIOUS (R)
5:00, 7:30, 9:50
HOTEL FOR DOGS (PG)
5:15, 7:25, 9:30
MY BLOODY VALENTINE (R)
5:10, 7:20, 9:25
THE UNBORN (PG13)
5:20, 7:30, 9:30
NOT EASILY BROKEN (PG13)
5:20, 7:35, 9:40

NOTORIOUS (R)
2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 9:50
HOTEL FOR DOGS (PG)
1:00, 3:10, 5:15, 7:25, 9:30
MY BLOODY VALENTINE (R)
1:05, 3:10, 5:10, 7:20, 9:25
THE UNBORN (PG13)
1:10, 3:15, 5:20, 7:30, 9:30
NOT EASILY BROKEN (PG13)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:35, 9:40

No one under
17 admitted
to R Rated
films without
parent or adult SUN. JAN. 18
NOTORIOUS (R)
accompaniment 2:30, 5:00, 7:30
HOTEL FOR DOGS (PG)
- ID’s required 1:00, 3:10, 5:15, 7:25
Under New
Management:
Scott Cleaton,
Managing
Director

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

SWANK’S ON MAIN: Continental
dining experience located downtown at 36 N. Main Street. Enjoy
dishes with a southern flair in a
warm and inviting atmosphere
with full bar and an extensive
wine list. Sun. Brunch 11-2, Sun.
Dinner 5:30-8, M-Th. Dinner 5-9,
F-Sat. Dinner 5-10, Daily early bird
Special M-Th 5-6.

Cash Prize of

SAT., Aug 27

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

Music & Game Night

TH E STEAM BOAT RESTAURANT: Enjoy casual dining while
overlooking the beautiful Piankatank River Golf Club. We offer a
traditional lunch menu, gourmet
and traditional evening menus and
Sunday Brunch selections. Open
Tues.-Sat., 11:00 am - 2:30 pm,
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. evenings 5:30
pm - 9:00 pm, and Sunday Brunch
10:30 am - 2:00 pm. Banquets,
functions and group outings also
available. Call 776-6589 (Reservations suggested). Located off Rt. 33
at 629, Hartfield, Va.

For a monthly community calendar visit:
www.connectnetwork.org/rappahannock

Visit our website www.hillsidecinema.com
or call us at (804) 693-2770 or (804) 693-7766
for show schedules and times.

Where Summer Never Ends

1134 Timberneck Road W Deltaville, Va. W 776-8822
Overlooking Broad Creek

Thursday

Your guide to the most delicious food & tastiest treats
in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula.

MY BLOODY VALENTINE (R)
1:05, 3:10, 5:10, 7:20
THE UNBORN (PG13)
1:10, 3:15, 5:20, 7:30
NOT EASILY BROKEN (PG13)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:35

MON. JAN 19
NOTORIOUS (R)
2:30, 5:00, 7:30
HOTEL FOR DOGS (PG)
3:10, 5:15, 7:25
MY BLOODY VALENTINE (R)
3:10, 5:10, 7:20
THE UNBORN (PG13)
3:15, 5:20, 7:30
NOT EASILY BROKEN (PG13)
3:10, 5:20, 7:35

TUES.-THURS. JAN. 20-22
NOTORIOUS (R)
7:00
HOTEL FOR DOGS (PG)
7:00
MY BLOODY VALENTINE (R)
7:00

THE UNBORN (PG13)
7:00
NOT EASILY BROKEN (PG13)
7:00

www.pandgtheatres.com

Area Events
n Art forum

The 2009 monthly Art
Forum series, sponsored by
the Rappahannock Art League
(RAL), will open at 1 p.m.
January 26 at the Studio Gallery at 19 North Main Street
in Kilmarnock with “Virginia
Watercolor Society (VWS)
Show Winners.”
RAL and VWS member
Mary Jo Beswick will present
projections of the complete
exhibit of paintings accepted
into the 2008 VWS Exhibition,
including works by five RAL
members. Jacqui Colligan,
Anne Hayes, Rose Nygaard,
Elise Ritter and Sue Crave
Rosen will discuss their entries
with the audience. The $5 fee
covers a catered lunch; call
436-9309.

n Roast beef dinner

Noted author, historian,
genealogist and musical director Carolyn Jett will put on her
gourmet chef’s hat and supervise the preparation of a roast
beef dinner for Fairfields United
Methodist Church in Burgess
January 17. She will be assisted
by members of the church.
The dinner will be in the
church social hall from 5 to 7
p.m. The menu will be roast
beef, gravy, mashed potatoes,
green beans, desserts, dinner
rolls and beverages. Admission
will be a donation. Takeout is
available by calling 453-2631.

n Plant society meeting

Community knitters are
urged to continue to knit baby
caps for the Family Maternity
Center of the Northern Neck.
Fnished caps may be left at the
Lancaster Community Library
in Kilmarnock or the Northumberland Public Library in
Heathsville.
Bag the caps and include
name and telephone number.
Mention Judi Caples to the
library staffs. There may be a
supply of yarn at each library.

The Northern Neck Chapter
of the Virginia Native Plant Society will meet at noon January 15
at the Wicomico Parish Church
(Episcopal) Hall in Wicomico
Church. Guest speaker Nancy
Ross Hugo, coordinator of
the Remarkable Trees of Virginia
Project, will illustrate the collaborative process by which a representative sample of Virginia’s
oldest, largest, most historic, culturally significant, or otherwise
remarkable trees were located,
photographed and described.
Folks are reminded to bring a
brown bag lunch. Tea, coffee and
light refreshments will be available.

n Music Club

n Watershed meeting

n Baby caps

The Rappahannock Music
Study Club will meet at 11
a.m. Monday, January 19, at
Wicomico Parish Church.
Camp meeting music from
the 1700s to the 1900s will
be presented by “The Community Singers,” directed by
Carolyn Jett. Music lovers are
welcome.

n Monday concert

The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts will present Five By Design in “Stay
Tuned” Monday, January 19,
in the third of its 2008-09 On
Stage series.
The program, sponsored by
River Counties Community
Foundation, will begin at 8
p.m. at the Lancaster Middle
School Theater in Kilmarnock.
Season sponsors for On Stage
are the Bank of Lancaster and
Bay Trust. For ticket information, call 435-0292, or visit
rappahannockfoundation.org.

n Beatles show

The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department in association
with Fatt Catt Productions will
present “Come Together,” a
Tribute to the Beatles, at 8 p.m.
January 17 at the Lancaster
Middle School Theater in Kilmarnock. Tickets are $20. All
seats are reserved.
Tickets are available in Kilmarnock at Bank of Lancaster
main branch at 100 South Main
Street, Crowther Ford and Mercury at 405 North Main Street,
Noblett Appliance at 17 South
Main Street and Hair Design
Studio at 89 South Main Street.
Call 435-6880, or email jan@
fcpsound.net.

To Place Your Ad
Call 435-1701

A citizens’ watershed implementation plan meeting will
be held at 2 p.m. January 23 at
the Upper Deck Restaurant in
Lancaster County at the end of
Rocky Neck Road. The meeting is for all “stakeholders”
in the Greenvale Creek watershed and other Northern Neck
watersheds.

n The Nutcracker

The Northern Neck Youth
Performing Arts Foundation
will present The Nutcracker, a
ballet in two acts, at the Lancaster Middle School Theater
in Kilmarnock. Shows will
begin at 7 p.m. January 23 and
2 p.m. January 24.
Advance tickets are $8 for
adults, $7 for youth and $6 for
children under age 5. An additional $2 per ticket at the door.
For tickets, call 333-4277.

n Theater meet and greet

The Westmoreland Players
will host a “New Volunteer Day”
Sunday, January 18, from 2 to 4
p.m. at the theater on Route 360
near Callao.
Participants will meet The
Players, learn how a play comes
together and hear about the various on- and off-stage opportunities to get involved. To contact
the Players, call 529-9345, or
Janice Woolley at 529-7841.

n Red Cross courses

The River Counties Chapter of the American Red Cross
recently announced upcoming
courses at the chapter’s Kilmarnock headquarters at 39
Harris Road. Reservations are
required; call 435-7669.
Introduction to Disaster Services and Fulfilling our Mission
will be offered January 17 from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. CPR and First
Aid will be offered January 31,
beginning at 8.30 a.m.

n Clown to visit

Intense, hyper-kinetic “clown
extraordinaire” Mark Jaster is
heading to The Westmoreland
Players’ Callao theater January
17. At 10 a.m., he will present
“Piccolo’s Trunk.” At 2 p.m.,
he will present “Low Tide
Hotel.”
The performances are part
of the Westmoreland Players’
Performing Arts Series. Tickets
are $12 for adults and $7 for
students. All performances will
take place at the Players Theater at 16217 Richmond Road
near Callao. Pay at the door or
call ahead at 529-9345.

n Hospice 101

Bay Aging’s Alzheimer’s
Support Group and Sentara
Hospice will present “Hospice
101” January 22 at 10:30 a.m.
at Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury at 132 Lancaster
Drive near Irvington and 1:30
p.m. at Port Town Village at 111
Port Town Lane near Urbanna.

n Spaghetti supper

The men of Kilmarnock
United Methodist Church on
East Church Street in Kilmarnock will serve their 35th
annual spaghetti supper January
29 from 5 to 8 p.m. Tickets may
be obtained from the Methodist
men, the church office, or at the
door. Tickets are $8 in advance
and $9 at the door.
The supper will include spaghetti with “time-tested” meat
sauce, salad, Italian bread and a
choice of beverages. The Methodist ladies will offer desserts
for $1 each.
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n Computer users

The Northern Neck Computer Users’ Group will meet
Saturday, January 17, at
9:30 a.m. at Rappahannock
Westminster-Canterbury on
Old Salem Road near Irvington. The speaker will be
Bill McCrosky, spaking on
“Google Goodies Other Than
Search Tools.”
Following his presentation
will be a Beginner’s Special
Interest Group tutorial conducted by B.J. McMillan. To
join the group, contact B.J.
McMillian at 580-8666, or
Chris Christensen at 4384339.

n Inauguration luncheon

The Northumberland County
Community Center Organization (NCCCO) will host an
inauguration viewing and luncheon beginning at 10 a.m.
January 20 at the Browns Store
Road facility. The swearing-in
ceremony is at 11:30 a.m., followed by a parade.
Donations for the luncheon will benefit NCCCO.
For advance reservations, call
Inez Bates at 580-8195, or Dot
Smith at 580-8028.

n Inauguration
celebration

Upcoming

22

Thursday

Acoustic Night at Cruisers
Sports Bar in Gloucester. 6936246.
A Grief Support Group meets
at 2 p.m. at Henderson United
Methodist Church near Callao.
Hospice 101 will be presented
by Bay Aging’s Alzheimer’s
Support Group and Sentara
Hospice at 10:30 a.m. at
Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury at 132 Lancaster
Drive near Irvington and 1:30
p.m. at Port Town Village at 111
Port Town Lane near Urbanna.
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Stratford Hall Plantation
will host a Robert E. Lee
Symposium on Civil War
History. The symposium will
continue through January 24.
Contact assistant director
of education Laura Lawfer at
493-8038, ext. 1920.
Mahjongg will be played at
the Woman’s Club of White
Stone, beginning at 10:30
a.m. Tables of 3 or more.
$2 per person. Drink and
dessert provided. 438-4152.

Oberammergau
Passion Play
Sept. 6 - 15, 2010

Every 10 yrs., the Passion Play at Oberammergau
is presented. This event put on by the 2000 village
residents, creates a powerful story of the life &
death of Jesus.
Discover Switzerland, Bavaria
& Austria on this 10 day tour.

The Lancaster County Democrats will host a celebration
Limited tickets available.
of the inauguration of Barack
Obama as the 44th President of
Make your reservations early
the United States January 20 at
The Beacon in Topping.
A cash bar will open at 5:30
p.m., followed by a buffet
dinner at 6:30 p.m. The fee is
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
$25 per person. RSVP by Janu436-9200 1-877-436-9200
n Student spaghetti
ary 5 to 436-0605, 436-0516,
“Come join us–we’re going places”
Chesapeake Academy eighth- bayscape@Kaballero.com, or
graders, with help from their mcgmac45@aol.com.
families, will host a spaghetti
supper from 5 to 7 p.m. January 16 in Academy Hall on the
THE KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
Irvington campus. Tickets are
presents
$10 for adults and $5 for children
ages 14 and younger. Proceeds
will help offset the students’
upcoming trip to the Florida
Everglades and Sea Camp.
The menu will include homeJANUARY 17, 2008 • 8:00 PM
made spaghetti, French bread,
tossed salad and dessert. Take-out
service will be available starting
Lancaster
at 3:30 p.m. Tickets will be sold
at the door and in advance; call
Middle School Theater
435-8882.

Adventure Travel

“COME TOGETHER” A Tribute to the Beatles

TickeTs are selling fasT!!

Tickets available at the
following locations:

n Science Cafe

Stan Cichowicz and his light
microscope will be featured at a
Science Cafe Thursday, January
15, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. at Net
Cruisers Cafe in Lancaster.
Sponsored by SAIF Water
Wells, the discussion will focus
on pond water, investigative
techniques and environmental
issues. No admission. Contact
Gayl Fowler at 580-2079, or
saif@crosslink.net.

n Hotel comedy

The Lancaster Players will
present “Plaza Suite” by Neil
Simon at The Playhouse in
White Stone February 5, 6, 7,
12, 13, and 14 at 8 p.m., and
February 15 at 3 p.m. A social
hour will begin an hour before
curtain time.
Seats are $20 for adults. Prepaid reservations are required.
Visit lancasterplayers.org, or
call 435-3776.

Bank of Lancaster
100 S.Main St., Kilmanock
Hair Design Studio
89 S. Main St., Kilmarnock
Lee’s Restaurant
30 S. Main St., Kilmarnock
Noblett Appliance - 17 S. Main St., Kilmarnock
Heads Up Hairworks - 80 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

A LIMITED NUMBER OF TICKETS MAY BE
AVAILABLE ON THE NIGHT OF THE SHOW

Stratford Hall
Calendar of Events
Robert E. Lee’s Birthday

January 17 - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Viewpoints 2009

Stratford Hall celebrates the anniversary of the birth of
Robert E. Lee on January 19, 1807 with a special day of
activities. Al Stone will offer his finely-crafted portrayal of
General Lee and will give a presentation at 1 p.m. on Lee’s
decision to leave the U.S. Army and support his native
Virginia. Popular “Lee for Children” tours will be featured,
along with a Lee birthday activity sheet and free photos
with the general. Refreshments will be served and musical
entertainment will be provided by Evergreen Shade.

Viewpoints 2009 is an eclectic lecture series sponsored by Rappahannock
Westminster-Canterbury for our residents and the greater community. We
welcome you to one or all of the 11 a.m. lectures and invite you to be our
guest for the luncheon following the presentation.

John Page Williams

Robert E. Lee Symposium on Civil War History

Senior Naturalist, Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Monday, February 2, 2009

January 22-24

West Virginia University professor and noted Civil War scholar
Peter Carmichael will lead this residential symposium. It will
feature lectures and study of primary source documents, panel
discussions, and highly focused visits to Fredericksburg-area
battlefields. For complete details, visit our website today.

Robert Butler
“The Art of Model Making”
Monday, March 2, 2009

Enrolling Now

Edward Jones
Editor, Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star
Monday, April 6, 2009

S U M M E R A DV E N T U R E C A M P S

June 22-26

Adventure Day Camp

The Rev’d A. Katherine Grieb, Ph.D.

July 21-23 or July 28-30

Grandparent/Grandchild Residential Camps

Professor, Virginia Theological Seminary
Monday, May 4, 2009

Online registration now available at our website

All Viewpoints presentations are followed by complimentary luncheon
receptions. Reservations are required due to space limitations and will be taken
one event at a time. A waiting list will be honored. Call (804)438-4000.
08-RWC- 15.VIEWPOINTS.RR-SS.1-12.indd 1

1/12/09 9:30:25 AM

483 Great House Road, Stratford, Virginia 22558
(804) 493-8038
www.StratfordHall.org
Located on Route 214 off Route 3 in Westmoreland County
SHP-1161 Cal Ad 09_5.437x8 mech.indd 1

1/7/09 10:12:28 AM
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Fiction or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

Excerpts

L

		

by Henry Lane Hull
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Letters
to the Editor

ast month I wrote a column about the life they and their wares, be they kitchen gadgets or
and passing of Al Shriver. The follow- waterfront properties, forever were associated
by Robert Mason Jr.
ing week the paper carried a letter to the with them. They knew how to treat people fairly Fight
As a youth, I heard all the tales editor from another icon of the local scene, Fred and well.
Mewhinney, in which he complimented me by
When they came here they bought a house on pension offsets
about Confederate Lieutenant
sharing his own recollections of Al. Fred wrote Dividing Creek, onto which they built a large From John A. Kelley,
General Thomas J. Jackson.
in his usual, erudite form of diction, replete with master bedroom suite, and settled in to live Kilmarnock
Most of them seemed so
a level of culture and refinement which was his comfortably and happily. Fred might have made
The Social Security Act’s
familiar that I could have been
standard.
a mid-life career change, but he never left his Government Pension Offset
him in a former life.
Nearly two decades earlier I had written about milling background completely behind him. (GPO) provision and the
With so many tales, it is sometimes hard to separate the fiction Fred, an article in which I noted some of the Locally, he worried, and I use the term inten- Windfall Elimination Provifolks who had come to the Northern Neck, not tionally, that the old Kamp’s Mill north of Kil- sion (WEP) can hit people
from the fact.
to retire, but to engage in productive work. I marnock would be lost to future generations. after retirement.
Born January 21, 1824, in
spoke of Fred and his wife, Jan, coming here to No one rejoiced more excitedly than he when
Most people don’t know
what is now Clarksburg, West
start new lives in businesses which they entered Kendall Acors bought it, and began the restora- they exist until they receive an
Virginia, he was mostly selftaught. In 1842, he was accepted with all of the enthusiasm of youthful gradu- tion, which has kept it alive and saved it from annuity reduction. Your social
ates ready to take the plunge into new pools of becoming an archeological fragment.
security payment may reduce
into the United States Military
activities.
One day Fred called me, again quite worried, the amount of any other penAcademy at West Point, at the
In Fred’s case, he left a career in milling to that the highway mowing crew had backed into sion you receive if you are a
bottom of the class. As a student,
become a realtor. In that endeavor all of the the Virginia historical marker on Route 200 des- retired federal, state, or local
he was known to work harder
good things I wrote about his beloved colleague, ignating the significance of Ditchley and Cobbs civil servant. It may also
than most.
He was slow. However, he was Al Shriver, applied to him as well. He was a Hall. He said he had tried to lift the broken iron adversely affect annuities of
deliberate individual, well-reasoned, and totally slab to no avail, as its weight was too great, and police officers, fire fighters
determined.
dedicated to seeing honesty and integrity in his he feared it would be lost. I put in a call to VDOT and teachers. These reductions
Folks thought him a bit odd.
newfound profession.
for him, and in less than a week the marker was occur even though fully vested
He was.
For her part, Jan recognized a need in the restored. Fred was relieved and happy, for it was in each system and entitled to
Claiming one arm was longer
community and served it with whimsical part of his nature to have things the way they the full amount of both.
than the other, he often held the
delight. She established a new entity, which she should be.
Congress is proposing $700
longer one up, even in battle, to
called Company’s Coming, on Irvington Road
He also wanted to see the old Lancaster billion to $1.3 trillion in legequalize blood flow.
in Kilmarnock. There, in a very small space, she National Bank building in Irvington saved from islation to stimulate the econHe wouldn’t eat black pepper
because it made his left leg weak. assembled a vast array of all of the items a good what he feared would be oblivion. He convinced omy. The government estimates
and gracious host and hostess would need both his brother to buy it. Later they sold it, with Fred repeal of the GPO and WEP
He claimed only to be
for entertaining and for life itself.
being happy that he had done what he saw as to cost only $6 to $8 billion a
comfortable when in an upright
Everything she sold was both a fun and a prac- his part in preserving another part of our his- year, a drop in the bucket.
position, so the study in his Lextical object, but the greatest fun of the shop was tory. His interests were endless and his generosHow can we get Congress to
ington home had no chairs.
act?
As a professor of natural and Jan herself. She immediately developed a loyal ity was abundant.
following, and her little cubicle by the street soon
Last week Fred died, a month after writing
Contact your Representative
experimental philosophy and
became a mecca where the conversation was as his typically genuine letter to the editor. Once and Senators. Find out how by
instructor of artillery at Virginia
Military Institute in the 1850s, he important as the objects she purveyed. Jan could in a conversation he used the old expression in visiting the Library of Conwould memorize entire lectures find anything one wanted, and she sold only the speaking of another gentleman that the man was gress website, http://thomas.
best, at prices capable of putting major retailers a “prince of a fellow.” This week I am thinking loc.gov.
and recite them to his classes.
to shame. She sold items which she knew she about how well that veritable truism applies to
Organizations
like
the
Heaven forbid any student
should ask him for further expla- could trust to do the jobs for which they were Fred himself. Unlike Julius Caesar who wrote National Treasury Employees
intended, and she stood by them.
of his time in the province of Gaul, “I came. I Union, American Federation
nation. They would be disciI still use a wonderful stainless steel hot water saw. I conquered,” Fred’s epitaph should be, “I of Government Employees,
plined for insubordination.
Many of his military teachings kettle which she ordered for me over 20 years came. I saw. I contributed.” His good deeds are National Association of Teachago, and because of the nature of her personal- his monument.
ers, National Education Assoare still used today at VMI.
ity, I think of her every time I use it. Jan and
Frederick Harrison Mewhinney.
ciation, Senior Executives
His students mocked him
July 18, 1932 – January 9, 2009.
Association, National Active
because he was stern and eccen- Fred were like that; they made such positive
impressions on those with whom they dealt that
R.I.P.
and Retired Federal Employtric to a fault.
He would stand for hours reading the Bible.
In 1855, he organized a
Sunday school for blacks at the
Following is the address escort in order to be introduced in others and always polite to increasing pace, the Holly Ball
Presbyterian Church.
of the Hon. Albert Pollard Jr. to people? Isn’t that the pur- them, because you have the is more important and more
He didn’t like to fight on
security of being from a certain relevant than ever because of
Sundays; however, he would if so to the attendees of the 113th pose of Facebook?
Holly Ball held December
“All around us, glass ceil- place, something no one else the fact that we are a common
ordered. Or not.
27 at Indian Creek Yacht and ings are breaking, but we are can one-up you on or ever take people, a proud people, a proud
As a lieutenant in the MexiCountry Club.
here celebrating a tradition away.
people connected by the land,
can War, he would buck orders
“Thank
you
to
Tidewater
where women can’t vote for the
“But most of all, being a the water, and our sense of
from his superiors if he didn’t
Northern Necker means that duty.
think they were in his unit’s best Foundation and thank you to queen.
Queen
of
the
Holly
Realm,
Joc“So,
again,
in
an
age
where
you have a heightened sense of
“And, yes, we are connected
interest. Most of the time, he was
elyn Stephens, for asking me to Facebook connects you to duty. This sense of duty is born to each other by the Holly
proved right.
speak this evening.
friends all over the world, out a place that has produced Ball.
Military historians consider
“In preparing my remarks, I where, while sitting in a lec- presidents, priests and just
“In closing, the Holly Ball is
him a genius.
thought maybe I’d tell a story, ture, you can text your brother plain ol’ people, all of whom a thread that weaves the fabric
Although he kept slaves as
house servants, he never spoke in but which one would be infor- who is studying in Mexico, have had a sense of duty to of our collective lives. And this,
mative and inspiring to you, the where you can IM a friend in something greater than them- in addition to just being plain
favor of slavery.
debutantes?
California while listening to selves.
fun, is reason to celebrate.
He was described as a good
“I
could
tell
you
a
story
about
music that you’ve downloaded
“In a day and age where
“Have fun, be safe and, as
Christian slaveholder who treated
his servants fairly and humanely. how the 1950 ladies, my grand- from a band in Australia, why there is little sense of place and you go forth to conquer the
mother being one of them, is this – the oldest and most no sense of the slow rhythm of world you have now been forGod had sanctioned slavery,
started the Christmas Assem- staid of traditions – relevant?
time and nature, when the world mally introduced to, always be
therefore he had no moral right
bly
as
a
parallel
festivity
to
the
“The
answer
to
this
question
is fracturing at an ever faster proud that you were introduced
to challenge it.
He sucked on lemons because Holly Ball. Just like a black was so clear, so crystal clear rate, when companies rise and at the Northern Neck of Virit helped his dyspepsia. His diet, tie equivalent of a breakaway and so painfully obvious, that governments fall at an ever ginia’s Holly Ball.”
church, there were differences it didn’t strike me for several
primarily fruit, bread and milk,
at the time, but not many can days.
was considered strange by his
remember what those differ“Indeed, it is precisely
staff officers.
ences
are
in
this
day
and
age.
because
of text messages,
He was a hypochondriac.
“Or, I could tell you about a e-mails
and
downloads,
His soldiers claimed he was
family
friend
who,
also
back
because
of
mobile
phones,
possessed, to which he confessed
in the 1950s, became wid- IMing, homepages, Facebook,
to be consumed by the Holy
owed New Year’s day after her myspace, youtube, twittering,
Spirit.
husband had stayed up late blogs and other such technoWhen he wasn’t shouting
bar-tending at the Holly Ball. logical resources, the Holly
commands during battle, he
was reciting scripture, above the He had gone to work oyster- Ball is now more relevant than
ing the day after the Ball and ever.
artillery.
“The Holly Ball is relevant
Like the story goes, he earned had slipped off the back of the
boat
into
the
cold
water
of
the
because
it connects us as
the nickname “Stonewall” at the
Battle of First Bull Run. Another Rappahannock. The men who Northern Neckers; it gives us
For papers mailed to addresses in Lancaster,
were working with him tried to a common shared experience.
officer attempting to rally the
Northumberland, Richmond,
save
him,
but
couldn’t.
Whether
we
are
male
or
female,
Rebel troops saw a Virginia bri“I
could
maybe
tell
you
stoyoung
or
old,
present
queen
or
Westmoreland
and Middlesex counties:
gade led by Jackson holding fast
ries about when I was an usher previous usher, the Holly Ball
and delivering sharp fire.
❑ $25.00 per year
❑ $19.00 per 6 months
in the early 1980s, when the connects us to our past and to
“There is Jackson standing
Ball
was
still
held
at
the
Middle
each
other.
like a stone wall! Rally behind
For papers mailed to other areas:
School and a certain person –
“It is exactly because we live
the Virginians.”
who shall remain nameless but in a day and age when anyone
As the battle raged on, the
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ees’ Association, Coalition
to Assure Retirement Equity,
Coalition to Preserve Retirement Security, NRA, and
AARP are not working to have
repeal included in the stimulus
package. I encourage readers to contact these and other
organizations demanding they
bring their full force, and that
of their members, to bear on
Congress.
Contact the President Elect
and Vice-President Elect.
If you can, quickly create
Public Service Announcements for newspapers, TV, and
radio.
Ask your friends to help.
Remember, America is a
Republic, meaning power
comes from the people to
the government and not the
reverse. If a concerted effort
is not undertaken to repeal
these in the stimulus package,
it never will happen due to the
inertia that will develop after
the package becomes law. God
Bless America.

Lottery success
From Marianne Henderson,
Lancaster Community Library
board president

It gives me great pleasure
to report that, due to the
generosity of our community, the Lancaster Community Library’s 2009 Lottery
was a great success. Even in
these tough economic times,
people stretched to support
the library.
We must raise about twothirds of our operating revenues from fund raising,
and without those funds, we
would not be able to provide
the level of services that we
do.
Unlike libraries in other
communities that are cutting
hours and services because of
lack of funding, we will continue to keep our doors open
for children, students, video
and book borrowers, internet
users and job seekers—and
our services are free to everyone.
Even if you were not one
of the lucky 11 winners of a
cash prize, please know that
by purchasing a ticket, you
became a winner in the community.
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Letters to the Editor
I’m concerned

What is wrong?

From Cabell Westbrook,
a teacher at Lancaster
Middle School

From Robert E. Wille,
Kilmarnock

I’m concerned about the state
of Lancaster County Public
Schools as we head into this
budgeting process.
I’m concerned about the
choices that will be made with
regard to individual budget cuts
and personnel cuts.
I’m concerned that the hard
and challenging questions will
not be asked and therefore,
the hard decisions will not be
made.
I’m concerned that the current
talk of reducing the number of
teachers in schools will become a
reality—the result of which will
be larger class sizes. Research
continually demonstrates larger
class sizes increase teacher reliance on non-interactive lessons;
decrease active student involvement; reduce the frequency
of teacher-student interaction
and feedback; lower the depth
of student thinking while in
class; lower Bloom’s taxonomy
level of learning objectives and
learning strategies; lower levels
of academic achievement of the
students; and lower levels of
course satisfaction as it relates
to the learning.
I’m concerned that if this
happens the education of our
young people in this county will
decline sharply.
I’m concerned about the decisions that are being made right
now by the superintendent and
the school board. I consider a
decision to spend over $14,000
on a four-wheel drive vehicle to
be used to inspect roads during
inclement weather irresponsible. First, it is rare for this area
to have such inclement weather.
Second, isn’t there another way
to check the roads? And I’m
left to wonder what the impact
of over $14,000 would have on
the education of the county’s
students.
I know that it could help pay
for the sixth grade’s academic
field trip to Pamplin Park—a
field trip that is directly in-line
with Virginia SOLs; yet, due
to increased expenses is now
becoming cost prohibitive at
approximately $22 per student.
Non-academically, those dollars could go toward replacing
the recently blown hot water
heater on the seventh-and
eighth-grade hallway—a cost of
roughly $2,200.
I’m concerned that decisions like this are being made
when we have budget shortfalls
upcoming.
I’m concerned about the need
to change the Academic Eligibility Policy when enforcement
of the current policy is what is
needed.
I’m concerned about a prevailing feeling of non-communication, resentment and distrust
as it relates to the teachers and
those in the school board office.
There is a sense that the current
administration is simply bean
counting and holds little regard
or respect for its employees and
its students.
I’m concerned about the
apparent lack of checks and
balances. Our former superintendent left under a cloud of
controversy that divided the
school board. There was unification with the selection of the
new superintendent and that is
terrific. However, just because
there was unification of her
selection does not mean there
should be unification over her
policies. Appearances show
unilateral decision-making with
little regard for challenges.
As I’ve stated before, I’m
concerned that this administration and this school board are
unaware of what is going on
within the schools. They are
in the middle school so infrequently that I can say, “They are
never here.”
The school board is an elected
office whose primary constituents are those parents with
children in the public school
system; not the superintendent.
I’m just not sure how those parents would feel about spending
over $14,000 on a questionable
vehicle, increasing class sizes
and decreasing learning.
Yes, I’m very concerned
about the state of Lancaster
County Public Schools.
Now, we all know that state
budgets are tightening due
to budget shortfalls and Gov.
Kaine will not hold schools and
education harmless in the near
future.
The superintendent and
school board members’ jobs are
not easy ones and their service
to this school system is commendable and appreciated. I
only ask that when they are
making their decisions that they
remember that those of us in the
trenches have to live with their
decisions in our classrooms and
our students just may be living
with them for the rest of their
lives.

With the recent loss of
another town manager in Kilmarnock, our elected officials
should be asking “What is
wrong?”
I got to know the last three
managers well by being on
the council and by attending the monthly meetings.
They seemed to handle their
positions well. Whatever the
problem is, it certainly could
be worked out without losing
qualified people.
Now the search will be on
again and one question the new
applicants must ask is “What is
wrong?”
Maybe the answer is too
many bosses. Everyone should
have to answer to one person,
not seven. Maybe this would
correct the problem of losing
qualified managers after very
little time served.

President Bush’s
top legacy
From Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

A year ago you published my
letter about our already record
deficits. It concluded by asking
if there has ever been a more
expensive president.
President George W. Bush
has now answered that question.
A year ago he was rejecting
regulatory measures to constrain the wilder excesses of
our financial industry. To date
the federal aid applied to our
credit crisis, at $4.6 trillion,
represents the largest government project in history.

America
needs God
From The Rev. Phillip W.
(Ace) Oestreich, White Stone

As I walk over God’s land,
I wonder if some day we will
ever be able to see what God’s
plan truly is for this great country. Or do we watch the men
and women that we elected into
office, destroy our great country.
We are giving our wealth
of this great country away by
over-taxing the working class
Americans. Instead of letting
our business people have more
control of their money and less
taxes, we are taxing them right
out of business and out of this
country. Let’s lower our tax rate
and put America back to work.
When I was a young boy my
father said, “what ever you do
in your life, be the best that you
can be.” I have been blessed
over the years. But it was not
easy all the time. God did not
say it would be easy.
We need leaders that are
statesmen. We need Godly
people with good values. We
need young people to stand up
for God and keep God in our
country. I ask all young people
no matter what your background is, study the American
history and ask God for his
knowledge to make you the
leader that he wants you to be.
We need responsible leaders
and people that support them.
We have lost our way with the
leadership we have elected.
America no longer is the strong
leader that it was at one time.
My prayer is that we turn our
lives over to God and not to the
secular politicians that say they
are doing this or that for our
good. Let the true Americans
stand up and let God be their
guide.
I believe we have the greatest
country in the world. But without God, we have nothing.

GOP needs vision
From Frank Mann,
Lancaster

One of the candidates for
chairman of the Republican
National Committee (RNC)
recently tried to promote
his campaign by sending
RNC members a CD of that
“Puff, the magic Negro”
song. Some RNC members
were not amused by this ploy.
It received sharp criticism
from former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich and others
who believe that such shenanigans are symptomatic of
their indifference to key elements of the electorate.
Republicans are in the
weakest position since the
1930s. Obama’s election and
the current economic megameltdown may be ushering
in a new political era, hopefully one that will help bring
some sensible regulation to
the markets and a stimulus
for the economy.
In the meantime, the GOP
is doing some serious soulsearching, and well they
should. In the recent campaign, GOP fund-raising

lagged far behind the Democrats. Also, Obama’s getout-the-vote effort was much
better organized than McCain’s.
Moreover, as Colin Powell
recently
noted,
today’s
minorities will one day be
the majority, which is why
the GOP needs to change
their attitudes about minorities. Burdened by a history
of catering to wealthy, corporate interests and beholden to
hard core conservatives, this
will be no easy adjustment.
In any case, devices like
“Puff, the magic Negro” are
not only dumb, they distract
from the kind of serious self
examination the Republicans
need to do and simply confirm their lack of substantive
ideas, particularly at a time
when thoughtful ideas are
badly needed.
This kind of foolishness
might play well on Rush
Limbaugh or Fox News, but
it doesn’t represent a meaningful vision in the chaos
of this post-Bush era. More
likely, it may assure a role
for the GOP on the margins
of our political system, and
even as a Democrat, I don’t
think that is healthy or desirable for our democracy.

Grassroots
cleanup
From Nick Ferriter,
Mollusk

To date the Chesapeake
Bay “cleanup” has failed
despite the expenditure of
many taxpayer dollars and
many years.
Reportedly the Environmental Protection Agency
has said that to clean up
the bay will require everyone working on everything
everywhere. What seems to
have happened over the past
25 years or so is that nobody
has worked, nothing has been
accomplished, and nowhere
has the bay been cleansed.
We need to recognize that
the reason the EPA Chesapeake Bay Program has failed
us is that we have been unable
to get everyone working on
everything everywhere.
What to do?
For starters Virginia governments need to:
• Impose “No Discharge”
in Virginia waters for boaters.
• Require that failed/failing
septic systems and treatment
plants be repaired or brought
up to current requirements
immediately.
• Ensure that fecal material
from dogs is disposed properly.
• Enforce no wake zones.
• Change Virginia’s “greywater” law so as to allow
water from sources other
than the toilet to bypass the
septic tank and discharge to
infiltration trenches and cisterns.
• Ensure that no livestock
enter the Resource Protection Area.
• Ban the land-application
of poultry litter and municipal sewage sludge from the
watershed.
• Control development and
keep development on the
waterfront very low density
and very low impact.
The rest of us need to:
• Stop fertilizing our backyards.
• Comply with septic
system rules.
• Ensure that fecal material
from dogs is disposed properly.
• Refrain from churning
up the bottom with excessive
wakes.
• Keep animals out of the
Resource Protection Area.
• Stop fertilizing our front
yards.
• Those of us fortunate
enough to live on the water
need to grow thousands of
oysters—a couple of oysters will filter about a cubic
meter of water every five
days or so, so if you have
100 meters of waterfront
and you took responsibility
for “cleaning” the water out
100 meters from your shore
and your average depth were
a meter, then you will need
about 20 thousand oysters
at your dock to filter “your”
water every five days. This is
a large but not an unreasonable number of oysters for an
individual to grow.
There will be a meeting at
2 p.m. Friday, January 23, at
the Upper Deck Restaurant
on Rocky Neck Road to discuss implementation ideas to
“clean up” the waters of the
Northern Neck. If you live in
the Northern Neck and have
some ideas that, if implemented, will benefit the bay,
please come to this meeting.
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Freshman
senators
organize

Why did the eagle cross the road?

This eagle was spotted by Jo Walters on Route 3 near Good
Luck Road January 9. “He was eyeing a deer carcass in the
median,” Walters said. “I called Kilmarnock police who in
turn called the Virginia Department of Transportation. The
fellas from VDOT arrived about 10 minutes later. We had
pulled off on the side of the road to try and keep the eagle
out of harm’s way. We didn’t leave the spot until VDOT
arrived, fearing the eagle would get hit by a motorist. The
eagle helped himself to some vittles, then perched in a tree
to eat and preen. He watched us watch him. VDOT removed
the carcass and the eagle took flight, a little ticked off that
lunch was over. (Photo submitted by Joanne Walters)

This Side of 60
by Marie Snider

Is your life a party
to be experienced?
Although we don’t give as
many parties as we should, our
family loves parties. Everyone
gets involved, with each person
sharing a talent.
Parties don’t come easily.
A party takes a lot of planning and a lot of work. When
it comes to planning, that’s my
thing. I love to plan.
For a weekend trip, I plan
in such detail that it takes four
whole pages on my computer.
And for our annual trek to the
Colorado mountains, it takes
many more pages.
My husband thinks I plan too
much. But when we arrive at
our destination, we have everything I need as well as what he
needs. A successful party also
takes planning.
Take for instance our 50th
anniversary party.
I began planning months
ahead. And as a result, my husband’s niece and nephew, Janet
and Brian, traveled 1,100 miles
to help put on the party. What
fun it was!
Our chef son grilled the
chicken kebabs, Brian fried the
yummy sweet potato chips, our
daughter made music and Janet
served the dessert.
Whether it’s a mahjong,
pinochle, bridge or Sunday
school party, the whole point of
a party is to get together with
your friends.
And if you plan ahead, all the
details are taken care of and the
host family has a lot of fun at
the party and warm fuzzy feelings after the event.
Last Friday, my calendar had
this fortuitous saying, “My life
is a party to be experienced and
shared with everyone I know.”
Imagine that! Your whole life
can be a party. A well-planned
party to share with family and
friends, and everyone you
know. A fun party.
Like a party, a successful life
has to be planned. Everyone
should have long-term goals
and short-term goals, as well as
a strategy for achieving them.
Some people write their
goals, and other people store
them in their brains. Either
way, what is important is that
you have articulated goals.
What is your plan for the
“party of life?”
Every party plan is different,
according to the goals of the
planner. Will your party have
red, blue and yellow balloons?
Will it be a game party or an
ice cream social?
Think about your “party of
life.” Who do you want to share
in your festivities? And what
work brings you the most joy,
extending the party atmosphere
into your daily activities.
Do you want to stage a big
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bash, striving toward an important end objective? Or would
you prefer to celebrate each
day, finding joy in short-term
achievements?
Is your goal to be healthy
and vibrant for your grandchildren’s weddings or to go to
lunch once a month with a special friend? What do you want
to accomplish next week or
next year and who do you want
to do it with?
It is energizing to think of the
possibilities. And each party
will be as unique as the person
who plans it.
It really doesn’t matter how
you choose to live out your
“party of life.” Just remember
to stay in the party mood and
leave everyone who comes to
your party with warm, fuzzy
feelings!
Copyright 2008 Marie Snider

by Alex Haseltine
Sen. Richard H. Stuart of
Westmorland, Sen. Jill Vogel
of Winchester, Sen. Ralph
Northam of Norfolk and
Sen. John Miller of Newport
News announced Monday the
formation of the Commonwealth Caucus. The caucus is
a bipartisan effort to “put Virginia above party affiliation
on important issues facing the
Commonwealth,” according to
a related press release.
“While I firmly believe in
the values and principles of
the Republican Party, I was
elected to serve all the people
of the 28th District. Doing so
requires reforming the redistricting process, changing
how we elect judges, and then
taking this bipartisan spirit to
specific issues such as restoring the Chesapeake Bay and
protecting our environment,”
said Sen. Stuart.
Among the issues to be
addressed by the newly formed
caucus are redistricting, the
election of judges, and the protection of the Chesapeake Bay,
issues that Sen. Stuart said
transcend partisan affiliations.
“The people of Virginia are
interested in performance, not
partisanship,” said Sen. Miller
in the press release. “There
are good ideas on both sides of
the aisle. If we want to govern
effectively, we must reach
across the aisle to get things
done. That’s why we formed
the Commonwealth Caucus.”
The Commonwealth Caucus
is open to any legislator who
“pledges to put Virginia above
partisan politics,” and will
strive to solve the problems
facing the Commonwealth
without letting party affiliation
“get in the way.”

“Cabin Fever”
Art & Craft Show

• Art • Crafts • Clothing • Pottery • Jewelry
Pampered Chef and More!
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to Benefit

Reach Out and Read

A pediatric literacy program at
Chesapeake Medical Group Pediatric Department

Sat., Feb. 7th* • 9 am – 3 pm
Dream Fields Community Building
Rt. 200 • Kilmarnock, VA
*Snow date: February 21

Lancaster Players
present

Neil Simon’s

“Plaza Suite”
February 5, 6, 7 & 12, 13, 14 Evenings
7:00 pm Social Hour - 8:00 pm Curtain

February 15 Matinee
2:00 pm Social Hour - 3:00 pm Curtain

20 for Adults

$

Includes complimentary cheese, fruit and crackers platter
At The Playhouse in White Stone

Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776 or
Visit lancasterplayers.org
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Giant yard
sale set
for May 2

Births

Jacob Connor Turek
Jason and Tina
Turek
announce the birth of their son
Jacob Connor Turek November 25, 2008, at Cayuga Medical Center in Ithaca, N.Y. He
weighed 7 pounds, 11 ounces
and was 20.5 inches long.
He was welcomed home by
his big sister, Katie, and his big
brother, Kyle.
His maternal grandparents
are Tony Bimbo of Kilmarnock
and Shirley Engman of Ithaca,
N.Y. His paternal grandparents
are David and Mary Turek of
King Ferry, N.Y.

Engagements

Jonathan Russell May and
Catherine Alease Dameron

Dameron-May
Mark and Maida Dameron
of White Stone announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Catherine Alease Dameron, to
Jonathan Russell May, the son
of Randy and Elizabeth May of
Manassas.
The bride-to-be is the granddaughter of Frances F. Dameron of Lively and the late E.
Ralph Dameron Jr. and Alease
B. George of Kilmarnock and
the late Marvin L. George.
The prospective groom is the
grandson of the late Margaret
F. May and W. Russell May,
formerly of Alexandria, and
Kathryn W. Gough of Reston
and the late Robert E. Gough.
Miss Dameron is a 2004
graduate of Lancaster High
School and a 2008 graduate of
the University of Mary Washington where she received a
bachelor’s in English. She is a
hotline specialist for National
Hotline Services in Fredericksburg.
Mr. May is a 2000 graduate of Stonewall Jackson High
School and a 2008 graduate of
the University of Mary Washington where he also received
a bachelor’s in English. He is
residential assistant manager
for Rappahannock Area Community Service Board in Fredericksburg.
A September 19, 2009, wedding is planned.

Mrs. Edward Thomas Bowis

Bowis-Jones wedding held
The marriage of Miss Meghan
Kristen Jones, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Steve A. Jones of
Heathsville, to Edward Thomas
Bowis, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Linwood S. Bowis of Fairport,
took place December 31, 2008,
at Bethany Baptist Church in
Callao. The Rev. Kori Kiss officiated.
The bride, escorted by her
father and given in marriage by
her parents, is the granddaughter of Mrs. Julia Jones and the
late Alan Jones of Rainswood
and the late Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Neale Headley. formerly of Heathsville.
The groom is the grandson
of Mrs. Barbara Thomas and
the late Rudy Thomas Sr. of
Crisfield, Md., and Mrs. Connie
Gallagher and the late Stanley
Bowis and the late Mrs. Carol
Bowis.
Dare Jones, cousin of the
bride, was the matron of honor.
The bridesmaids were Melinda
Jones, sister-in-law of the
bride, and Sarah Petri of Erie,
Pa., Kara Messick and Leslie
Garland, all friends of the bride
and groom.
Mr. Bowis was his son’s best
man. The groomsmen were
Todd and Kyle Jones, brothers
of the bride, Justin and Rudy
Bowis, brothers of the groom.
The program attendant was
Mrs. Sarah Bowis. Mrs. Sylvia
Dameron and Mrs. Stephanie
Crabbe were the mistresses of
ceremony. Special music was
provided by the Rev. Kiss and

the Festival Musicians, and
Quynh Nguyen, friend of the
bride, was the soloist.
The groom’s parents hosted
the rehearsal dinner at the
Heathsville Tavern Restaurant.
The bride’s parents hosted the
reception at St. Margaret’s
School in Tappahannock, following the ceremony. Mr. and
Mrs. Stan Terhune and Mr. and
Mrs. Bradley Lowery, aunts
and uncles of the groom, were
greeters at the reception.
Pre-wedding entertainment
included an engagement party
hosted by the groom’s parents
at Buzzard Point Marina, an
oyster roast given by Stan and
Betsy Terhune and Brad and
Bonnie Lowery at the Terhune
home in Sharps, a couples
shower hosted by Holly Emerson and Hyte Smith at the Mallard Bay Clubhouse, and a wine
and cheese shower hosted by
Ellen Cowart and Karen Jett at
the Cowart home in Lottsburg.
The bridesmaids luncheon
was given by the bride’s aunt,
Bootsie Burgess, at her home
on Whay’s Creek.
The bride received a bachelor’s in fine arts from James
Madison University and a
teaching certificate from the
University of Virginia. She
is the art teacher at Lancaster
Primary School. The groom is
the manager at Buzzard Point
Marina in Fairport.
After a honeymoon in
Jamaica, the couple lives in
Heathsville.

Fire Corps
organizational
meeting slated
The Fairfields Volunteer Fire
Department plans to form a Fire
Corps program, according to
chief Phillip Keyser.
Fire Corps is a branch of the
Freedom Corps whose goal is to
help communities prevent, prepare for, and respond to natural
disasters, terrorism, crime, public
health issues, and other emergencies. Fire Corps was launched
in December 2004 and offers
opportunities for citizens to support their local departments by
supporting and supplementing
non-operational activities.
Fire Corps creates opportunities for citizens to give back
to their community by providing emergency assistance to the
department which includes such
activities as creating websites,
maintaining vehicles, promoting
life safety education and offering
administrative assistance.
“With increasing demands
for service along with limited
funding, a great strain is placed
on the department and we need
your help,” said Keyser. “We are
fortunate in our community to
have a very diverse population
where every member has a talent
that can greatly enhance our mission and make our communities
safer.”
An informational meeting will
be held at the Reedville firehouse
Wednesday, January 21, at 7 p.m.
Anyone interested in establishing a Fire Corps also may contact
Keyser at 453-4100 during the
day.

Mrs. James Roland Grant Roberson

Roberson-Sauer nuptials held
Mr. and Mrs. George Hinton
Beane Jr. and Mr. and Mrs.
Stanley Bywaters Sauer of
Richmond announce the marriage of their daughter, Martha
Brooke Sauer, to Dr. James
Roland Grant Roberson, the
son of Dr. and Mrs. James
Monroe Roberson Jr. of Pennington Gap.
The couple were married
September 29, 2008, in a beach
ceremony on the Island of Lanzarote in the Canary Islands.
Upon their return to their home
in Manhattan, a civil ceremony
was performed in New York’s
City Hall.
The bride is the granddaughter of the Hon. and Mrs. Walther
B. Fidler of Sharps, the late Mr.

and Mrs. Henry Louis Wendell
Sauer, formerly of Weems, and
the late Mr. and Mrs. George
Hinton Beane Sr., formerly of
Montross.
The groom is the grandson
of the late Mr. and Mrs. James
Monroe Roberson Sr., formerly
of Wise and the late Mr. and
Mrs. Grant Mullins, formerly
of Ben Hur.
The couple met while students at The College of William
and Mary. The bride is the East
Coast merchandise coordinator for Juicy Couture Clothing. Upon graduation from the
Medical College of Virginia,
the groom is in his second
year of residency in emergency
medicine in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Animals For Adoption
The Animal Welfare League has many animals
for adoption to good loving homes. The dogs,
cats, puppies and kittens change rapidly, in lieu
of listing them, interested persons may call the
league at 435-0822 or Joyce at 462-0091 to be
advised as to what is available at that time.
Visits to local animal shelters also are encouraged.

Nifty, Nifty
Look who’s

Grace Episcopal Church’s
21st annual giant yard sale
will be held May 2 at the Kilmarnock YMCA Boys Camp.
The sale committee includes
Anne Cheek, Bill Howard, Tom
Luichinger, Gary Madson,
Gordon Nelson, Bill Otley,
Barnaby Roberts, Tom Sennott and chairman Shepard
Speight.
Items donated to the sale
are already being received.
Recently nine men armed
with pickup trucks, trailers
and moving dollies picked up
a variety of items. The team
included Barnaby Roberts,
Tom Sennott, Derwin Booker,
Gary Madson, Nick Magnani,
Bill Otley, Pete Southmayd,
Sid Tiesenga, Tom Luichinger
and Speight.
Contributions
included
major electrical appliances,
sporting goods, household
wares, clothing and furniture
hauled to the Boys Camp in
preparation for the sale.
Volunteers will be at the
Boys Camp the last Saturdays of January, February and
March, and each Saturday in
April, from 9 a.m. to noon
to receive items. To arrange
pickup of items, call 453-4485
or 436-0165.
All funds generated by the
sale will be donated to community organizations. Recipients
of the nearly $41,000 raised
by the 2008 sale included the
Northern Neck Free Health
Clinic, American Red Cross
River
Counties
Chapter,
Lancaster-Northumberland
Interfaith Service Council,
Northern Neck CASA, The
Haven Shelter and Services,
Lancaster Community Library
and the Boys and Girls Club of
the Northern Neck.
Since 2002, Grace Episcopal Church has donated more
than $257,000 to such organizations.
Organizations wishing to
be considered as recipients
of upcoming sale proceeds
may apply prior to May 1 by
obtaining application forms
from the church at 303 South
Main Street in Kilmarnock.

50!!

January 19

To the best mom,
daughter and
Grandma Tam

Happy 62nd
Birthday to my
favorite Marine!
Love,
“Hole in the Pocket”

ReArrangements
Room makeovers.
Your things.
Your space.

Ann CArpenter

Irvington Office

Post Office Box 733
Irvington, Virginia 22480

Design Services

at Brocante Home
on Friday afternoons.
Cell 804.436.3169

Community
grant program
announced
River Counties Community Foundation (RCCF)
recently announced its 2009
Community Grant Program
for nonprofit organizations
serving the counties of Lancaster, Northumberland and/
or Middlesex.
This grant program provides funds to area charities
to implement or continue
initiatives that have an innovative, direct community
impact and improve the quality of life for the residents of
one or more of these counties, said Gloria Wallace.
Generally, grants will
be in the $1,000 to $5,000
range, but could be as high
as $10,000, said Wallace.
Requests for grants to fund
physical plan (bricks and
mortar) will not be considered.
A letter of intent must be
received by RCCF in the mail
no later than Friday, February
13, or hand delivered by 11
a.m. on that day to its office
at 293 Steamboat Road in
Irvington. There will be no
exceptions.
Any qualified (501-c3) nonprofit that has not
received the January 9 mailing may download the grant
program guidelines on the
web page, rivercountiescf.
org, or call director Margaret
Nost at 438-9414.
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FREE BALCONY UPGRADES
Escape with Princess® to Europe, Alaska,
Caribbean or Canada & New England!

Picture yourself sailing the world in 2009 on an incredible
Princess ship, bound for storied ports in destinations
such as Europe, Alaska, the Caribbean or Canada &
New England. And with a free upgrade to a balcony
stateroom, you’ll have a perfect vista from which to
enjoy all the views!

Alaska Cruises from $499* • Alaska Cruisetours from $1,049*
Europe Cruises from $999* • Europe Cruisetours from $3,658*
*Offer expires Feb 28, 2009. Fares are per person, based on double occupancy. Gov’t fees/taxes are addt’l and are subject to change.
Princess reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement of up to $9 per person per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil price exceeds
$70 per barrel, even if the fare has already been paid in full. Ships of Bermudan registry.

For information or reservations,
call a CI Certified Cruise Specialist

804.435.2666

‘Plaza Suite’ cast
for February dates
Dr. Edward Devinney

Understanding
‘weird universe’
discussion topic
Astrophysicist Dr. Edward
Devinney will discuss “Our
Weird Universe: Can we
hope to understand it?” at the
Sundays at Two presentation
January 18 at the Lancaster
Community Library in Kilmarnock at 2 p.m.
Devinney received a doctorate in astronomy and astrophysics from the University of
Pennsylvania in 1968, specializing in binary stars and solar
eclipse studies. He joined the
University of South Florida’s
astronomy department in 1968,
teaching and pursuing research
there through 1977, with two
years out at Goddard Space
Flight Center as National
Academy of Sciences senior
postdoc, according to Carolyn
Scarbrough.
His work with Robert E.
Wilson on computer modeling of binary stars resulted in
an astronomy tool, with over
800 scientific citations. A quirk
of fate brought Devinney to
industry in 1977. His career
includes nine years with Siemens Research & Technology
Laboratories, directing the
Artificial Intelligence Department and serving as chief scientist, said Scarbrough.
He spent the 1990s inventing and selling advanced
sound-processing
systems.
From 1999 to 2003, he served
as senior associate director at
Rutgers University’s Center
for Advanced Information Processing, she said.
Since 2005 he has been visiting professor in Villanova’s
Departments of Physics and
Astronomy & Astrophysics,
teaching and doing research.
An article on this NSF-sponsored research, which introduces artificial intelligence
techniques to the field of binary
stars, appeared last month in a
U.S. astronomy journal, said
Scarbrough.
Sundays at Two programs
are free and open to the public.
The presentation will conclude
with an informal question-andanswer period and refreshments.

Alzheimer’s
Association
activities set
Upcoming
Alzheimer’s
Association programs include:
•
Hospitalization
and
Dementia: What You Need to
Know—January 20 from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Orchard
at 62 Delfae Drive in Warsaw.
• How to Maintain Your
Brain—January 22 from 1 to
2:30 p.m. at Farnham Manor
at 511 Cedar Grove Road in
Farnham (free dessert buffet).
Group meetings will be held
January 20 at 10 a.m. at The
Orchard in Warsaw; January
22 at 10:30 a.m. at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury
near Irvington; and January
22 at 1:30 p.m. at Port Town
Village Apartments at 111
Port Town Lane in Urbanna.
Several of the programs feature a light lunch at no charge.
Pre-registration is required
at least five days prior to the
programs. Call 678-8635, or
email lelia.poteet@alz.org.

Banner
Lecture Series
continues
The Virginia Historical Society (VHS) at 428 North Boulevard in Richmond will offer two
special events in February.
On February 5, Dr. Robert J.
Norrell will present Up From
History:The Life of Booker T.
Washington. The Banner Lecture will be based on a new
biography of Washington by Dr.
Norrell, who teaches history at
the University of Tennessee.
On February 11, Lauranett
Lee will lead a Gallery Walk on
The African American Image in
Virginia.
Both programs will begin at
noon. For directions and admission information, call 358-4901,
or visit vahistorical.org.

Rebecca Tebbs Nunn has cast
“Plaza Suite” by Neil Simon.
Divided into three acts, the
play takes place in suite 719
of the Plaza Hotel in New York
City.
In the first act, Karen Nash
rents the room to try to rekindle
her 33-year marriage to Sam
Nash. They spent their honeymoon night in the suite. Karen
Nash will be portrayed by Joyce
Mills of Deltaville. She teaches
English in Gloucester County
and has previous acting experience. This will be her debut on
the Lancaster Players’ stage.
Sam Nash will be played by
Tom Parrish, who acted many
years ago and has decided to
return to the boards.
Tyler Reeves plays the hotel
bellman and waiter. Reeves,
17, has already appeared in 10
productions, including “Mary
Poppins” and “The Mousetrap.”
In the second act, the suite
is rented to Jesse Kiplinger,
a famous Hollywood producer. Reared in nearby Tenafly, N.J., Kiplinger calls Muriel
Tate, his old high school flame,
and invites her to the suite for
a drink.
Kiplinger will be acted by Jay
Couk, who played the lawyer

The Lancaster Players
will present “Plaza Suite”
by Neil Simon at The Playhouse in White Stone February 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 and
14 at 8 p.m. A social hour
begins at 7 p.m. Doors will
open at 2 p.m. for a matinee February 15.
Prepaid reservations are
required. Visit lancasterplayers.org, or call 4353776.
in “Rumors” and the father in
“Mary Poppins.”
Doreen Robertson, who made
her acting debut in “Rumors”
as officer Pudney, will portray
Muriel. Reeves reappears as
the waiter.
In act three, Norma and Roy
Hubley try everything they can
think of to get their daughter,
Mimsey, who has locked herself in the bathroom, out of
there and downstairs for her
wedding.
A husband and wife, Paul
Vernon and Judy Ebner, will
portray the Hubleys. Vernon
will portray the challenging
role of Roy. In “Rumors” he
played the psychiatrist. Ebner
will play Norma. Ebner, a

drama major, has much acting
experience.
The bride, Mimsey, will be
played by Jane Spencer, last
seen in “Mary Poppins.” The
groom will be portrayed by
her brother Matthew Spencer,
who was the Tin Man in last
season’s Northern Neck Home
Schoolers’ production of “The
Wizard of Oz.”
The $20 tickets include a
cheese and fruit platter and
“two hours of laughter,” Nunn
said.
Nunn has a bachelor’s in dramatic arts and speech, has acted
in some 40 major productions
and has directed in dinner theaters in New York, Maryland,
Northern Virginia and The
Playhouse in White Stone.
“’Plaza Suite’ is definitely
one of Simon’s best,” said
Nunn.
The Lancaster Players will
present “Plaza Suite” by Neil
Simon at The Playhouse in
White Stone February 5, 6, 7,
12, 13 and 14 at 8 p.m. A social
hour begins at 7 p.m. There
will be a matinee February 15
and the social hour begins at 2
p.m.
Prepaid reservations are
required. Visit lancasterplayers.org, or call 435-3776.
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783

B IG
SALE

Distinctive Ladies Clothing, Jewelry & Accessories

24 W. Church Street • 435-2200
Mon.–Sat. 10-5
Winter Hours
Thursday-Saturday:
10-5
Thursday - Saturday
Sunday: 11-4
12-4
orby
byChance
Chance or
or Appointment
Appointment
or

Design Services by ReArrangements
Friday Afternoons
French Style & Vintage Charm
Furniture - Accessories - Gifts

How Much Are You Worth?

Priceless!

On Stage to present ‘Stay Tuned’
The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts (RFA) On
Stage series will present Five
By Design in “Stay Tuned,”
a musical stroll through the
1950s and 1960s Monday, January 19, at 8 p.m. at the Lancaster Middle School Theater
in Kilmarnock.
The program is sponsored
by River Counties Community
Foundation. Season sponsors
for On Stage are the Bank of
Lancaster and Bay Trust.
Since 1990, Five By Design
has been preserving the traditions of vocal harmony and the
American popular song with its
musical theater retrospectives,
according to RFA vice president for publicity and marketing Julia Geier.
As the talent of “Radio
Days,” “Club Swing,” “Stay
Tuned” and “A Winter’s Evening,” the quintet includes
tour coordinator Lorie Carpenter-Niska, a founding
member of Five By Design;
operations manager Sheridan
Zuther, who has a bachelor’s
in vocal performance and
opera from the University of
Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music; artistic
director and chief executive
officer Kurt Niska, a member
since 1986 and native of

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?
Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist
By Appointment
Monday, January 19, 2009
10:00 - 2:00

Burke’s Jewelers
86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302 • 1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

Five By Design
Washburn, Wis., where his
love of music was encouraged
by his parents and inﬂuenced
by his brother Terrence and
friend Michael Swedberg,
both current members of the
group; executive director
Michael Swedberg, a member
since 1987; and librarian Terrence Niska, a member since
1990 with a master’s in coaching and accompanying from
Westminster Choir College in
Princeton, N.J.
The group has been the
choice of symphony orchestras
and performing arts centers
across the nation and internationally.
The quintet unveiled their
third production, “Stay Tuned,”

in collaboration with director
Daniel Ellis in 2006 which
brings to the stage its harmonies and comedic talents in a
nod to the television variety
show and American culture
from 1950 to 1966, including
“Sh-Boom,” “The Girl from
Ipanema,” “Hey There” and
“See the USA in Your Chevrolet.” The group uses humor,
novelty acts and quick-change
artistry to present entertainment when television ruled the
airwaves and variety was king.
For ticket information, call
435-0292, or visit rappahannockfoundation.org.

New
Addition?
We’d love to hear
from you!

Urbanna antiqUe Mall
It’s sad but true…
We are closing,
but not until January 25th –

So come save up to 75%
on the things you love.
We hope to see you soon!

Tuesday - Sunday 11a.m. – 5p.m.

804.758.2000

124 Rappahannock ave. histoRic Downtown URbanna

804.435.1701

From left, the Corrotoman Senior Citizens officers for 2009
are Hazel Ford, Jean Bareford, Virginia Tucker, Virginia
Parks, Nancy Hundley and Fannie Clingan. The officers were
installed in December 2008.

Corrotoman Seniors to meet
The Corrotoman Senior
Citizens will meet Tuesday,
January 20, at 10 a.m. at the
Ruritan Center near Lively.
Annette Jewel of Virginia
Cooperative Extension will
be the guest speaker.
Bingo will be played
and dessert and beverages
served.

Hostesses for the meeting
will be Fannie Clingan, Frances Marsh, Inese Marsh and
Virginia Tucker.
A trip is planned to Fredericksburg on February 25 to
see “Nunsense II.”
For more details, call Hazel
Ford at 462-7895, or Fannie
Clingan at 435-1713.

New Bride?
Recent Anniversary?
call 435-1701 or email editor@rrecord.com
deadline is Tuesday @ noon

Port Urbanna Grill
Fun Waterfront Dining
Reservations Recommended

Think SPRING!

30 OFF
%

Let the experts at the Earth store help you
with your spring plant selections.

Order your spring shrubs by
March 2nd and receive a
30% discount
Call or visit the Earth Store for more information.

758-1221
Dinner: Monday – Sunday
Lunch: Tuesday – Sunday
Taco Tuesdays 3–6 p.m.
$8.95 Dinner Special M–F
Weekend Breakfast 7–11 a.m.
Karaoke Saturday 8–11 p.m.
25 Cross St. • Dozier’s Port Urbanna
Town Center Marina

A7

161 Technology Park Drive · Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
(Off Harris Road between Route 3 and DMV Drive)

[804] 435-7777 · TOLL FREE 800-448-4505

A8 •
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Robert Butler

The Rev. Katherine Grieb

Answers on Aging

John Page Williams

Edward W. Jones

I received an email offering a free credit report if I
provided some information.
A friend told me you can
request an annual credit
report, but how do I know if
the email is legitimate?
You are right to wonder
whether the email you received
is legitimate—it probably isn’t.
Legitimate consumer reporting
agencies do not send emails
concerning free credit reports,
especially emails requesting
personal information.
Checking your credit report
on an annual basis is a good

idea to ensure all information
is accurate and prevent being a
victim of identity theft. There is
one official source for obtaining your free annual credit
report and you can go about
ordering it in three ways.
Mail a request form to
Annual Credit Report Request
Service, P.O. Box 105281,
Atlanta, GA 30348-5281.
Call 1-877-322-8228; or visit
annualcreditreport.com.
To ask an expert about
your own health and aging
concern, visit seniornavigator.org.

Viewpoints speakers announced After Christmas Sale
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury (RW-C) near
Irvington has announced its
program for the 2009 Viewpoints series.
On February 2, senior naturalist of the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation (CBF) John Page
Williams will look at the bay
as it was four centuries ago
and as it is today and will
give insights into the problems it faces.
A Princeton graduate, Williams has been with the CBF
for 35 years. In recent years
he has served as the CBF’s
lead staff member in its partnership with other agencies to
develop the Capt. John Smith
Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail. His most
recent book is Chesapeake:
Exploring the Water Trail of
Captain John Smith.

On March 2, Robert Butler
will present “The Art of
Model Making.” The University of Southern California
graduate spent his life as an
engineer, retiring in 1990.
He moved to RW-C five years
ago. Butler has made models
for nearly 80 years and some
are now in Northern Neck
museums. He will have more
than two dozen for viewing
before and after his presentation.
The April 6 presentation will feature Edward W.
Jones, a newsman who began
his career as an intern at the
Fredericksburg Free LanceStar in 1965 and is now the
paper’s editor.
A graduate of Harvard
who earned a law degree at
University of Virginia, Jones
worked as a reporter, film

critic, and editorial page
writer and editor. He has been
active in the American Society of Newspaper Editors and
served a term as president of
the National Conference of
Editorial Writers. He will
speak on the future of newspapers in the multi-media
news market.
The series will conclude
May 4 with a presentation
by the Rev. Katherine Grieb,
professor of the New Testament at Virginia Theological
Seminary in Alexandria. She
earned a law degree at Catholic University and a doctorate
in theology from Yale.
The author of several
works on theology and scripture, her 2002 book The Story
of Romans, a study of St.
Paul’s epistle to the Christian
community in Rome writ-

Inaugural congestion expected statewide
Northern Virginians are not
the only ones being advised
to prepare for traffic congestion and possible delays resulting from traffic heading to and
from the upcoming Presidential
Inauguration events.
With thousands heading to
Washington, D.C., Virginia
State Police will be bringing
in additional troopers from
around the state to supplement
patrols throughout Northern
and Central Virginia Monday,
January 19, through Wednesday, January 21.
“Inaugural traffic is not going
to be limited to only Northern
Virginia,” said Col. W. Steven
Flaherty, Virginia State Police
Superintendent. “State agencies
are anticipating and preparing
for traffic delays and congestion to extend as far south as
Fredericksburg and possibly
Richmond, and as far west as
Winchester. Even those not
planning on attending the inauguration need to be prepared for
increased traffic volumes, especially along the Interstate 95 and
Interstate 66 corridors.”
With inaugural events beginning the afternoon of Sunday,

January 18, northbound traffic
levels in and around Northern Virginia are expected to
begin increasing throughout
the weekend and into Monday.
Southbound traffic on I-95
and westbound traffic on I-66
will be significant Wednesday
morning as those staying overnight in Washington, D.C., and
the surrounding areas will be
heading home.
Individuals not attending
inaugural events but needing
to travel around Washington
to points north or south during
this period are advised to seek
alternate routes to avoid the
heavy traffic in Virginia on
I-95, I-66 and I-495.
Hampton Roads and Middle
Peninsula residents may want
to consider bypassing the District by taking U.S. Route 13,
a four-lane highway along the
Eastern Shore.
Those from Richmond and
Central Virginia may want to opt
for U.S. Route 301, a four-lane
highway that takes motorists to
Baltimore. Another alternative
route would be Interstate 64
west at Richmond to Interstate
81 north at Staunton.

Those on Interstate 81 may
want to travel Interstate 70 in
Maryland as an alternate to
Interstate 66.
Virginia residents could
also encounter heavier traffic
on U.S. Routes 1, 29, 17, 7,
and 50 as inaugural attendees
seek alternatives to traveling
by interstate to reach Washington. Many attendees have made
lodging reservations along
these routes.
“Being prepared is critical to
avoiding traffic delays and congestion around Virginia during
the inaugural period,” said Col.
Flaherty. “Map out your destination in advance to identify
local and/or alternative routes
and means of transportation.
Give yourself additional travel
time. And, check weather conditions in advance.”
Virginia maps and up-to-date
traffic reports are available at
vdot.virginia.gov.
For links to weather conditions, alternate means of transportation, and other inaugural
information and advisories,
click on the inaugural icon at
vsp.virginia.gov, or visit inauguration.dc.gov.

Area Events
n Lee Symposium

Stratford Hall Plantation
will host a Robert E. Lee
Symposium on Civil War History January 22 through 24.
The symposium will explore
the Civil War through primary
documents, group discussions
and lectures, as well as visit
several battlefields.
Historians Peter Carmichael,
Aaron Sheehan-Dean, and
Elizabeth Brown Pryor will
lead the group. Contact assistant director of education Laura
Lawfer at 493-8038, ext. 1920
with questions.

n Poe stamp

On Friday, January 16, the
U.S. Postal Service will release
its new Edgar Allen Poe stamp
in honor of Poe’s 200th birthday. Because Richmond was
at the center of Poe’s life, the
Postal Service will hold a First
Day of Issue Ceremony from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Library
of Virginia at 800 East Broad
Street in Richmond.
The ceremony will be held
by the Postal Service in partnership with the Poe Museum,
Library of Virginia and St.
John’s Church.

n Happy birthday

On Monday, January 19, Stratford Hall will host a variety of
activities from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. to celebrate Robert E. Lee’s
birthday. Al Stone will portray General Lee. At 1 p.m., he will
present “Lee’s Decision,” regarding Lee’s choice to leave the
Union Army.
“Lee for Children” tours will be held at 11:30 a.m., 12:30, 1:30
and 2:30 p.m. There will be no charge for this program. Regular
charges for guided Great House tours will apply.

n Historical Society

The King and Queen Community Development Corporation
(KQCD) recently completed
phase one of the Marriott School
Restoration Project, an initiative
to renovate the school in St. Stephens Church for a community/
cultural arts center. KQCD president Wallica Gaines will address
the King and Queen County
Historical Society January 25
at 3 p.m. at the Old Courthouse
Building with an update on
the project and plans for phase
two—the renovation phase.

n Influential women

“A
Creative
Dynasty:
Four Generations of Virginia
Women” continues through
January 17 at the Virginia Historical Society at 428 North
Boulevard in Richmond. For
directions, hours and admission
information, call 358-4901, or
visit vahistorical.org.

Couple seeks funds for service trip
Carlton and Sabrina Barber
of 1125 Riverdale Road in
Warsaw are raising money for
a service trip to Guatemala. The
fund raising must be complete
by February 6.
The trip is an effort of the
Highland Support Project and
Virginia Commonwealth University and will take place
during spring break, said Carlton Barber.

The Barbers will work with
people in isolated rural areas
to build wood-burning stoves
with chimneys to use in place of
the open-pit fires they currently
employ inside their huts, he
said. They also will plant trees
to help with erosion control and
reforestation.
The secure website for contributions is firstgiving.com/
sabrinaprescott, or send a check

payable to: Highland Support
Project, Memo: Carl Barber/S.
Prescott—Stove Building Team,
P.O. Box 7185, Richmond, VA
23221.
It is important to mention their
names in the memo so that the
contribution goes toward their
fund-raising efforts, said Barber.
Call program coordinator Muna
Hijazi at 804-643-8635, or visit
highlandsupportproject.org/.

Tips to save energy and money at home
With tips provided by the
U.S. Department of Energy
brochure Energy Savers: Tips
on Saving Energy and Money
at Home, simple changes can
add up to big savings.
Suggestions include sealing
air leaks and installing com-

pact fluorescent light bulbs.
Learn how to properly insulate
an attic and pick the best appliances for the basement. These
simple solutions will give the
biggest return on investment.
To order, send name, address,
and a check or money order

for $1.50 to the Federal Citizen Information Center, Dept.
332T, Pueblo, CO 81009, or
call 1-888-878-3256 and ask
for Item 332T.
For Display, Classified & Directory
Advertising, Call 435-1701

Jan. 15th - Jan. 21th
30% off Storewide
50% off Christmas Items

ten for non-specialists, was
praised by the University of
Toronto’s David Reed as a
book that “every churchgoer
should read.” The topic for
her Viewpoints presentation
will be “Up Close and Personal: Living the Sermon on
the Mount.”
The free Viewpoints presentations begin at 11 a.m.
and are held in the auditorium at RW-C at 132 Lancaster Drive. Attendees are
invited to remain after the
presentations for a complimentary luncheon.
Reservations are required.
Call 438-4000. RW-C maintains a waiting list and will
honor reservations in the
order received. Separate reservations must be made for
each event.

Tuesday-Saturday 11 am - 5 pm
Lovely Uptown Lively • 462-6260

JEWELRY
High tea
FACTS
brewing
A “High Tea” will be held by
the Essex County Museum and
Historical Society and catered
by Mimi McComb of Java
Jack’s March 14 at the St. Margaret’s School dining hall on
Water Lane in Tappahannock.
There will be guest speakers and a presentation on different teas and their origins.
Members of the Rappahannock
Colonial Heritage Society Inc.
of Fredericksburg will serve as
hosts/hostesses for each table
and will entertain with period
dance and song.
The fee is $35 per person,
ages 16 and older. Advance registration and payment required
by March 1. Make checks payable to ECMHS, P.O. Box 404,
Tappahannock, VA 22560, or
call 443-4690.
90134100.Z
PM
There will 1/8/09
be door 5:09
prizes.
Party attire is requested.

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Gold is a ductile metal. One ounce
of gold, the size of a half-dollar, can be hammered into a thin sheet to cover 100 square
feet! This ductility permits skilled goldsmiths
to shape gold into exquisite forms. Pure 24
Karat gold is quite soft so gold jewelry is usually alloyed with silver, nickel or other metals
which greatly increase the hardness without
detracting from the beauty.
Fourteen Karat gold is 14/24 pure gold.
Let us explain how you can be sure of the best
values in gold jewelry.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
Page 1

200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529
Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

PROOF
Copy _ _

MILLION$ IN NEW REDUCTIONS JUST TAKEN!

THEBIGWINTER

FINAL _

CLEARANCE

SAVE

%
75
*

ON ENTIRE STOCK RED-TICKET ITEMS WHEN YOU USE YOUR SAVINGS PASS!
PLUS...LOOK FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS ON ALL YELLOW-TICKET ITEMS
*Total savings off original prices.

SAVINGS PASS VALID THRU MONDAY, JANUARY 19

EXTRA 20% OFF
ENTIRE STOCK RED-TICKET MERCHANDISE

Cannot be combined with any other coupon or private savings offer. Not valid on gift cards or previous purchases.

Chesapeake Commons
Shopping Center
3 Col x 10" B&W ROP MN 1 Peebles; 2 Peebles; 3

90134100.Z 1/16/09 PB JAN 9 CLEARANCE ROP
PEEBLES J.ASTA / L.GRANT / J.SCHWALEN-LEE

Copy _ _

RELEAS
Copy _ _
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Lancaster implements
new eligibility policy
by Audrey Thomasson
Ineligible athletes won’t be
the only ones sitting out high
school games; spectators may
see a few band members sidelined as well.
Beginning this week, a new
academic eligibility policy
will go into effect for Lancaster public schools to require
students with a failing grade to
be monitored every two weeks
and take mandatory tutoring.
On Monday the school board
authorized the policy change
for all students participating in
athletics or other extra curricular activities.
“This is an ‘intervention’
policy to assist the student to
be successful,” said superintendent Susan Sciabbarrasi.
She said the prior policy
was not student friendly and
discouraged kids who benefited from participating in the
activities.
Under the old policy, a student who didn’t maintain a 2.0
GPA at the nine-week marking period was ineligible to
participate in sports or other
events. While the old policy
applied to all activities, it was
not enforced in the band program which is considered a cocurricular class, meaning 50
percent of the grade is based
on participation. Athletics is
considered part of after-school
activities.
“The purpose of the change
is to identify problems earlier,”
said high school athletic director Fred Burchett, who worked
on the committee that designed
the policy. “We have a checklist every two weeks to make
sure students are making the
academic requirements.”
Under the old policy, student
grades were only monitored at
nine-week intervals. Now, any

student with a failing grade in
one class will be assigned to an
after-school mandatory study
hall and monitored for completion of assignments and academic progress. The student
will still be eligible to attend
practices or meetings. Once
the grade is brought up they
may be removed from study
hall. However, if the grade has
not improved by the semester
they will be ineligible to participate.
Board member Don McCann
asked why the grade ‘trigger’
was lowered from a ‘C’ to an
‘F.’
Teacher Cabell Westbrook
said enforcement of the existing policy is needed.
However, Burchett said the
new policy will keep coaches
and teachers tuned in to problems before they go too far.
“Being an advocate of student education, I feel we
can stay on top of things and
catch troubled students much
quicker,” Burchett said. The
coach described the problem as
stemming from kids not doing
general assignments.
“We need to instill good
study habits as soon as they
arrive at the high school.
Freshmen don’t adapt as well
as we think they will. This program will add structure while
monitoring them closer,” said
Burchett. He believes the program also will help raise students’ self-esteem.
McCann surveyed principals and other coaches in
attendance and received their
approval of the policy.
The board voted unanimously to approve. Although
the change requires a second
reading, the board allowed the
schools to begin implementation of the policy this week.

Lancaster’s Ryan Joyner gets the upper hand over an opponent during an eight-team tournament at King George last Saturday. (Photos by Dr. Richard Wineland)

Red Devils wrestling team hits
the mats against larger schools

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster senior Sam Frere
captured gold and was named
the middle weight MVP of the
King George Duals last Saturday.
Frere had three wins on the
day to go unbeaten in the 145pound division and take one of
the top three honors at the tournament.
Along with a tech fall and a
pin, Frere won a 4-1 decision
over Luke Rider of Potomac
High School in the final.
Lancaster, which finished
fifth in the eight-team tournament, was the only Group A
school at the meet.
“There are pros and cons to
our schedule,” said LHS coach
Craig Oren. “It’s hard on our
dual meet record, but the end
result is that these tougher
matches against double A and
triple A schools will only help
to prepare us for the competition we may see at the state
tournament.”
Robert Wineland brought
home a silver medal in the 112
weight class Saturday. He had
a pin and major 13-2 decision
win before losing 14-7 in the
final to Corey Apps of Fairfax.
Lancaster’s Xam Dang (103),
Charlie Miller (152) and Ryan
Joyner (160) each finished in
fourth place.
Lancaster had a team win
over Northumberland, but lost
A Lancaster and Washing- School Superintendent Susan to host Mathews during a triton and Lee boys basketball Sciabbarrasi, “the decision meet at the Tidewater District
school last Wednesday.
game, which would have was made to cancel.”
opened Northern Neck Dis“Students are our main contrict play for both teams, was cern,” she added. “We would
postponed last Friday night rather err on the side of caudue to the threat of violence.
tion.”
According to Lancaster
An instant message alert
Andrea White scored a gameCounty Sheriff Ronnie Crock- was sent to the families of high 25 points to lead Lancaster
ett, Lancaster High School LHS students that afternoon to a Northern Neck District
resource
officer
deputy alerting them that the game opening win over Washington
Jimmy Smith received numer- had been postponed due to and Lee, 65-43, in varsity girls
ous reports of Westmoreland a potential incident that had
County students “wanting to been reported to the sheriff ’s
shoot people” at the game.
department.
The decision to postpone
According to Sheriff Crockthe game was made jointly by ett, Smith received his inforschool administrators from mation about a potential fight
Lancaster and Westmoreland taking place prior to the game
around 1:30 p.m.
from LHS students.
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi
The game has been reschedSciabbarrasi confirmed the
uled for Saturday, January 24, threats were made electroniNorthumberland
High
at 1 p.m. at Lancaster.
cally through text messaging. School is ranked third among
“Once that terminology was
The incident is still under Group A schools in the fall
used,” said Lancaster County investigation.
standings of the Virginia High
School League Wachovia
Cup.
The Wachovia Cup recognizes the school in each group
that performs best in statelevel competition across all
January 20:
sports.
Varsity girls basketball
Lancaster 65, Washington & Middlesex at Lancaster
Clarke County, a three-time
Lee 43
champion, leads Group A folVarsity girls basketball
lowing the fall sports season.
January 15:
JV girls basketball
Clarke County has scored
Lancaster 27, Washington & Essex at Lancaster
January 20:
Lee 23
117.5 points, leading Bull Run
Lancaster at Middlesex
District rival Strasburg by 22.5
Upcoming Games
points. The lead comes from
Wrestling
Clarke County’s state champiVarsity boys basketball
January 17:
January 16:
Lancaster at Powhatan Invita- onship in boys cross country, a
runner-up finish in girls cross
Lancaster at Essex
tional
country and additional points
in football.
Northumberland
scored
87.5 points for third place with
points from cross country, golf
and girls volleyball. Zach Hall
was the state golf champion
and led his team to a fifthplace finish and the Indians
came in fourth in the state in
boys cross country.
Tidewater District’s Middlesex is in a tie for 15th place
with 45 points for fall sports.
The winner of the cup, sponsored by Wachovia Bank, is
determined by a point system
based on performance in state
championship
tournaments
and events throughout the
year.
Western Albemarle is leading the Group AA race with
More than a stocking-full
160 points and Frank W. Cox
Todd Janeski caught this 38-inch, 27-pound rockfish a mile leads Group AAA with 130
points.
east of the Nice Bridge on December 26.

LHS-W&L
varsity game
postponed due to
threat of violence

Stevell Mitchell of Lancaster got a win over Northumberland’s Wayne Zambella at a trimeet in Mathews last Wednesday.
The Devils beat the Indians,
60-12, with 215-pound Stevell
Mitchell beating Northumberland’s Wayne Zambrella
and Miller pinning his Northumberland opponent in the
152 weight class. Miller had
two pins in the tri-meet, while
teammate Eric Keane pinned
his Mathews opponent in the
189 division and Wineland had
a pin against Mathews at 112.
The Blue Devils beat the Red
Devils, 54-26.
Lancaster will face more
Group AA and Group AAA
schools this Saturday, January
17, at the eight-team Powhatan Robert Wineland of Lancaster went 2-1 last Saturday to win
a silver medal at the King George Duals.
Invitational.

Lancaster High girls win district basketball openers

NHS in
running for
Wachovia Cup

Scoreboard

basketball last Thursday.
The win lifted the Lady
Devils to a 6-3 overall record
and a 1-0 start in the district.
Lancaster blew open an
eight-point first quarter lead
with a 21-3 run in the second,
sparked by 10 points from
Tyesha Harvey and seven from
White. The Devils held the
Eagles to a lone field goal by
Melisha Johnson and a free
throw by Brittany Payne in the
period to take a 35-11 lead into
halftime.
Harvey and Ashley Ransome
scored 16 each for the Devils.
Ransome did most of her work
in the fourth quarter when she
scored eight points. She put up
10 in the second half.
Johnson led W&L with 14
and Payne added 11.
Lancaster will play its

✵
Fri
Sat

Lancaster.......14 21 11 19 — 65
W&L................8 3 11 21 — 43
Lancaster — White 25, Jones 2,
Crockett 3, Harvey 16, D. Jones
3, Ransome 16. Three-point goals:
White, Crockett, Harvey.
Washington & Lee — Payne 11,
Farmer 8, Brooks 2, Lee 4, Johnson 14, Shephard 2. Three-point
goals: Johnson.

JV action

In the JV game last Thursday, Lancaster picked up a
district-opening win by edging
Washington and Lee, 27-23.
Shamerah Taylor led all
scorers with 12 points, putting
up nine of Lancaster’s 14 in the
second quarter when the Lady
Devils took a 14-6 lead.
The Devils and Eagles
traded dry spells in the first

half with Lancaster going
scoreless in the opening quarter. W&L got two field goals
from Nell Tate and one from
Lashania Smith to go up 6-0
after the first period. Lancaster
held the Eagles scoreless in the
second and put up 14 unanswered points, including nine
from Taylor. She hit two threepointers on the night.
Destiny Smith led the Eagles
with eight points.
Lancaster is now 2-4 overall
and 1-0 in the Northern Neck
District.
Lancaster.............0 14 5 8 — 27
W&L.....................6 0 8 9 — 23
Lancaster — Betts 2, Cox, Roane,
Stewart 3, Sh. Taylor 12, Su. Taylor
2, Harding 6. Three-point goals:
Sh.Taylor 2.
Washington & Lee — L. Smith 2,
Fulcher 4, Roane 2, Hamilton 1, D.
Smith 8, Tate 6.

RAPPAHANNOCK ALMANAC

✵

White Stone/Grey’s Point Tides, Sun, & Moon – January, 2009
7:19 High 3:16 1.5’
2:54 Low 12:41
1/16 Sunrise
Tue 1/20 Moonrise
Moonset 10:23 Low 9:47 -0.1’
Sunrise
7:17 High 7:04
^ 1/16^

u

1/17

3rd Q. - 9:46

Sun

second district game tonight
(January 15) when the Devils
host Essex.

V

1/18

w

Mon 1/19

x

^ 1/16^

Sunset
5:12
Moonrise 11:47

^ 1/17^

Sunrise
Moonset
Sunset

7:19
10:49
5:13

^ 1/18^

^ 1/19^

Moonrise 1:53
Sunrise
7:18
Moonset 11:50
Sunset
5:15

Corrections
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt.
Great Wicomico River Light
Smith Point Light

High
-1:42
0:30
1:01

y

High 3:34 1.3’
Low 10:04 -0.1’

^ 1/17^

High
Low
High
Low

4:09
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4:25
10:53

1.4’
0.0’
1.2’
0.0’

Wed 1/21

High
Low
High
Low

5:05
11:43
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11:45
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0.1’
1.1’
0.0’

Thu 1/22

High 6:04
Low 12:44
High 6:17

1.3’
0.2’
1.0’

Fri

^ 1/18^

Moonrise 12:50
Sunrise
7:18
Moonset 11:18
Sunset
5:14

^ 1/20^

^ 1/19^

Low Height
-1:44
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0:20
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0:44
86%
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Moonset
Sunset

12:26
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Moonrise
Sunrise
Moonset
Sunset

3:52
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1:09
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Moonrise
Sunrise
Moonset
Sunset

4:46
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1:58
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Moonrise
Sunrise
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High
Low
High

1:37
8:02
2:41
8:12
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High
Low
High

2:32
8:55
3:32
9:04

0.1’
1.3’
0.1’
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Low
High
Low
High

3:23
9:42
4:17
9:50

0.0’
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PM times are in boldface type.
Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© Panbo 2009 (tides@panbo.com)
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n Boat show

The 54th Virginia Boat
Show will be held January 23
through 25 at the Greater Richmond Convention Center at
301 North Third Street in Richmond.
Hours will be Friday from
1 to 9 p.m.; Saturday from 11
a.m. to 9 p.m.; and Sunday
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults; $6 for
ages 12 to 17; and free for ages
11 and younger.

n Early deadline

Smith Point Sea Rescue
recently announced it will
extend the early entry drawing deadline to January 31
for entries to the 26th annual
Reedville Fishing Derby. The
drawing is worth $1,000. To be
eligible for the drawing, derby
entries must be postmarked no
later than January 31.
To register, contact derby
Chesapeake Academy varsity basketball team members from left are (front row) Andi director Russ Bertino at 453Mayer, Lauren James, Emily Szyperski, Austen-Taylor Dozier and Nikki Stump; (next row) 3660, or fishn777@aol.com;
Madison Scott, Reese Rogers, Colton Hayden, Tom Euler, Sam Keesee and Nathan Altaffer. or visit SmithPointSeaRescue.
com.

Chesapeake and Aylett baskeball
teams to play on Wizards’ court
When the Chesapeake Academy boys and girls basketball
teams take to the court against
Aylett Country Day School
February 27, it will not be a
typical Independent School
Athletic Conference game.
The two teams and their
coaches, Cynthia Walker for
Chesapeake and Sarah Copeland for Aylett, will board the
same bus and travel to Washington, D.C., where they will
play opening games for the
Washington Wizards and the
Chicago Bulls on the Wizard’s home court, the Verizon
Center.
“This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for my players, their families, and folks
in our community to enjoy
a non-conference game and
experience basketball in a professional game environment,”
said Walker. “I can’t wait for

February.”
She delights at the notion
of witnessing her students’
enthusiasm when they see
their name in lights on the
scoreboard amid fans in that
professional arena.
Walker discovered the
“Where the Pros Play” program offered to school groups
by the Wizards while online
investigating
opportunities
for her Chesapeake basketball players. She contacted her
good friend, Copeland, who
was immediately attracted to
the idea and got her school
and alumni association behind
the project.
The two Chesapeake-Aylett
games will take place from 3
to 5 p.m. during which time
Chesapeake and Aylett fans
will enjoy lower-level seating.
Following the ChesapeakeAylett games, the home team,

the Washington Wizards will
meet the Chicago Bulls at 7
p.m. with Chesapeake and
Aylett players and their families in the audience.
Tickets are available at special reduced rates of $30 for
upper-level seating and $78
for lower-level seating, plus
a $5 service charge per order.
This ticket covers admission
to both Chesapeake-Aylett
games and the Wizards-Bulls
game.
Chesapeake Academy and
Aylett Country Day basketball team members must sell
a minimum of 200 tickets for
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to happen.
The deadline for ticket
orders is February 2. For a
ticket order form, contact
Cynthia Walker at 438-5575
or cwalker@chesapeakeacademy.org.

Christchurch School offers sports clinics
Christchurch School will
offer one-day instructional
sports clinics in boys basketball and girls soccer.
The boys basketball clinic
will be held January 17 at 10
a m. for boys ages 11 to 15
and will be instructed by basketball coach Glen Taylor.
Taylor has coached the
Christchurch boys basketball
team to three straight Prep
League titles. More than 50
of his former athletes have
received college athletic
scholarships.
The girls soccer clinic will
be held February 7 at 10 a.m.
for girls ages 11 to 15 and will
be led by girls soccer coach
and All-American soccer

player Matt Schaefer.
Before
coming
to
Christchurch in 2003 to coach
the Christchurch School
boys soccer team, Schaefer
coached the Penn State Men’s
Club Soccer Team to an undefeated season and national
championship in 2000, was
assistant coach for the Penn
State Women’s Varsity (where
he coached three players
who would go on to play for
the USA Women’s National
Team), and was the Virginia
Tech Men’s Club head coach.
Schaefer has coached the
Christchurch girls soccer
team since its inception in
2007, when in its first season,
the team was undefeated,

losing only in the state playoffs 1-0 to the team that went
on to win the state championship.
Schaefer
has
passed
the NSCAA national and
advanced national licensing courses. He continues to
work with the soccer program
at Penn State University each
summer, where he works with
head women’s coach Erica
Walsh. Walsh is the assistant
coach on the USA Women’s
National Team, and Coach
Schaefer has introduced her
to several Christchurch soccer
players.
To register for either clinic,
call Robin Schroeder at 7582306, ext. 122.

Bowling Results
Ladies League

In the week of January 5, the Lancaster Tavern Girls (LTG) won three
games against R.P. Waller when Pat
Lewis bowled a 353 set with games
of 105, 135 and 113. Jean Reynolds
rolled a 331 set with games of 100,
119 and 112. Joan Bowles had a 316
set with games of 109 and 114. For
R.P. Waller, Ola Nash bowled a 287
set and Marsha Nash had a 285 set.
Dee Atkins rolled a 282 set.
The Wal-Mart Rollers won two
games against D&L Doc n’ Divas
when Cathy Savalina bowled a 321
set with games of 114 and 111.
Sandra Evans rolled a 315 set with
games of 109 and 115. Vicki White

had a 300 set with games of 105 and
108.
For the Doc n’ Divas Terry Stillman
bowled a 322 set with games of 117
and 109. JoAnne Paulette rolled a
296 set with games of 101 and 119.
Beverly Benson had a 105 game and
Linda Lake rolled a game of 103.
Yeatman’s Forklift won two games
against Callis Seafood when Betty
Steffey bowled a 382 set with games
of 118, 124 and 140. Pat Harris rolled
a 302 set with a 116 game. Alma
George had a 106 game. For Callis
Seafood, Gayle Conrad bowled a
332 set with games of 108 and 128.
Mary Savalina rolled a 309 set with
games of 107, 102 and 100.

Creston saunders
Corporation

Custom Building • Alterations • Remolding
PO Box 1536, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

W

HEN we build, let us think
that we build forever. Let it
not be for present delight nor for
present use alone. Let it be such
work as our descendants will thank
us for; and let us think, as we lay
stone on stone, that a time is to
come when those stones will be
held sacred because our hands have
touched them, and that men will
say, as they look upon the labor and
wrought substance of them, “See!
This our father did for us.”
–John Rusking
“This is what we strive for.”
Please let us serve you.

Cres Saunders 804-436-6258
804-435-6405

Standings
		
Yeatman’s
Doc n’ Divas
Wal-Mart
Callis Seafood
R.P. Waller
LTG		

W
32
26
25
22
19
11

L
13
19
20
23
26
34

WHO won the game? • www.RRecord.com

Malachi & crew
Residential & Commercial
Contractor
We are a full service company for all your
remodeling, repair, & maintenance needs
Licensed & Insured
804-462-5918 • 804-356-3314
Wade Stevens

n RV expo

The Washington Camping
RV Expo will be held at the
Dulles Expo Center January
16 through 18. Show hours
are Friday, noon to 9 p.m.;
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tickets are $8 for adults; $2 for
kids ages 6 to 16; and free for
kids ages 5 and younger. Visitors can get a free return pass to
attend the show more than one
day at no extra charge by visiting the show office.

$0 SERVICE FEE

Offer Good thru February 7, 2009
New Members Only

804-435-7776

Chesapeake Commons Center
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

All-State

Christchurch
School
recently announced AllState athletic honors for
the fall semester. Junior
Alec Faulkner (above)
received honorable mention in soccer. Faukner
is the son of Norm and
Michele Faulkner of
Irvington.

Bridge
Results
Five-and-a-half tables of
bridge were in play January 7
at Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury.
Winners north/south were
first Joe and Beverly Oren; and
second, Judy Peifer and Virginia Adair.
Winners east/west were first,
Ronnie Gerster and Alice Slember; and second, Mary Andrews
and Carolyn Reed.
The next bridge for this
group will be February 4 at 1
p.m.

State park to host environmental series
Belle Isle State Park chief
ranger of interpretation and
education Charlene Talcott is
planning Winter Warmers, a
series of talks on environmental and nature topics. The talks
will take place in the Visitor
Center environmental education room at 1 p.m.

On Thursday, January 15,
“Living Shorelines, Erosion
Control, and Habitat Enhancement,” will be presented by
Bobbie Burton, executive
director of Hull Springs Farm.
To protect an exceptionally vulnerable point and to
become a demonstration site

for living shoreline techniques,
Hull Springs Farm launched its
“Living Shorelines: Shoreline
Erosion Control and Habitat
Enhancement Project,” said
Talcott. Longwood University
secured grants to support the
project and to assess how living
shoreline techniques could be

Yacht club elects board

Rappahannock River Yacht Club held its annual meeting November 15 and elected a board
of directors for 2009. From left are directors Kathy Beardon and Craig Akers, rear commodore Peter Knight, director Robert Westbrook, commodore Coleman Brydon, treasurer
Robert Bierly, vice commodore Frank Miller, and past commodore David Raffetto. Also
elected were secretary Marybeth Sisson and directors Tommy Asch, William Garvey and
Michael Romey.

Yoga Day USA observance planned
To help spread the health
and wellness benefits of yoga,
Suzanne Best, RYT® will host
two workshops January 24
as part of Yoga Day USA, a
national celebration of yoga.
Hundreds of Yoga Alliance Registered Yoga Teachers (RYT) and schools (RYS)
throughout the United States
will host free or low-cost workshops on Yoga Day USA to
meet the needs of their communities and change lives through
yoga, explained Best.
Thousands of Americans
across the country from the
young and old, flexible and
not-so-flexible, to athletes and
couch potatoes, and those of
every heritage will be able to
find a workshop, she said.
In the practice of karma yoga
or service to others, Best will
guide a vinyasa flow class at

Suzanne Best
the Northern Neck Family
YMCA on Saturday from 10:15
to 11:30 a.m. Donations will
benefit the Guardian Program.
The session is open to YMCA
members and others. Preregis-

tration is required by January
23 for others. Call 435-0223.
Best also will offer a gentle
flow yoga session on Saturday
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at the Bay
Center for Spiritual Development at 31 Noblett Lane in
Kilmarnock. Donations to the
Center are suggested. Light
refreshments will be offered
following the session. Preregistration is required by January
23. Call 435-4020, or email
info@bayspiritualdevelopment.com.
“I am thrilled that both the
YMCA and the Bay Center are
a part of this invitation. Yoga
is a vital component to my
well-being and I welcome the
opportunity at these community centers to share a practice
with those that may be intimidated or just curious about
yoga.” Best said.

A Doctor Speaks
by George Moore, MD

A drug to help
prevent prostate cancer

“The Gift of Hope” wins Best
in Show at the 2008 Festival
of the Trees.

Lumpkin
wins Best
in Show
This year’s Best in Show of
54 decorations in the 2008 Festival of the Trees at the Northern Neck Family YMCA was
awarded to Norma Lumpkin
for her creation “The Gift of
Hope,” submitted through The
Ray of Hope Foundation, in
honor of her late husband Ray
Lumpkin.
The award was determined
by votes of the public attending
the festival.
“Mrs. Lumpkin has participated in the festival every year
and her decorations are always
inspiring pieces that capture the
essence of the holidays,” said
YMCA co-director of development Donna McGrath.
“The committee and staff
thank all the businesses and
individuals who gave of their
time and talent to ensure the
success of the Guardian Program,” she said.

Receive
10 free trees
Ten free flowering trees will
be given to residents of Virginia who become members of
the Arbor Day Foundation in
January 2009.
Those who join will receive
two white flowering dogwoods,
two flowering crabapples, two
Washington hawthorns, two
American redbuds and two
goldenrain trees.
The trees will be shipped
postpaid at the right time for
planting between February
1 and May 31 with enclosed
planting instructions. The 6- to
12-inch trees are guaranteed to
grow or they will be replaced
free of charge.
Members also receive a subscription to Arbor Day, and The
Tree Book.
To join and receive the free
trees, send a $10 contribution
to TEN FREE FLOWERING
TREES, Arbor Day Foundation,
100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska
City, NE 68410, by January 31,
or join at arborday.org.

For years, medical experts
have sought ways to find
a drug that would lower
the risk of prostate cancer.
They thought that they had
found it in 2003 when studies showed that the use of the
drug finasteride reduced the
risk of prostate cancer by up
to 25 percent when compared
to a placebo.
The only problem was that
men in the finasteride group
tended to have a more aggressive form. This finding has
made many urologists think
twice about using finasteride
as preventive therapy.
However, new analyses
of the trial data should put
those concerns to rest. Two
studies published in the June
issue of Cancer Prevention
Research concluded that
finasteride actually reduced
the risk of aggressive prostate cancer and the majority
of tumors it prevented were
potentially dangerous.
The Cleveland Clinic

study indicates that finasteride reduced the rate of
aggressive tumors by 27 percent and the overall risk of
prostate cancer by 25 to 30
percent.
The drug, marketed as
Proscar is commonly used to
treat benign prostatic hyperplasic (BPH), or enlarged
prostate. Finasteride does
carry the risk of erectile dysfunction, reduced sexual drive
and ejaculation problems, but
such effects are minimal for
most men and “should not
impact the decision to prescribe or take finasteride.”
You should ask your doctor
if taking finasteride, now
available in generic form,
to prevent prostate cancer is
right for you. You can determine, with the help of your
doctor, your risk for cancer
and consider yearly screening for prostate cancer with
a PSA blood test and a digital
rectal exam.
Basically, the Cleveland
Clinic considers this finding
good news.

used on-site to control erosion,
while also preserving or restoring shoreline habitat that supports shorebirds, juvenile fish,
and other wildlife species.
Future installments will
include:
• “Prescribed Burns in
Natural Areas,” January 29,
with Rebecca Wilson, Chesapeake Bay Region Steward
and Eastern Fire Leader for
the Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation
Natural Heritage Program.
• “The Health of the Rapphannnock River and What
You Can Do About It,” February 5, with John Tippett,
executive director of the
Friends of the Rappahannock
in Fredericksburg.
• “Retaining Water is
Good for the Bay – Stormwater Management for Homeowners,” February 19, with
Samuel Johnson, non-point
source specialist with the
Northern Neck Soil & Water
Conservation District.
• “Babes in the Woods—
Is That Animal Really
Orphaned?” March 5 with
Dianna O’Connor, Wild
Bunch Wildlife Rehabilitation refuge resident rehabilitator.
• “Conservation Measures
in Northern Neck Grain Production,” March 19, with
Matt Lewis, a Virginia Cooperative Extension agent in
Northumberland and Lancaster counties.
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Give the Gift of Golf
KING CARTER GOLF PASSPORT
• First Round of Golf is FREE!
• $10 off the Daily Rate every time you play
• Free VSGA 2009 Handicap services
• Your Guest receives $5 off the daily rate
• Free Range Balls for each round played
• Good on all rounds through December 31, 2009

GOLF PASSPORTS - $295
GIFT CERTIFICATES ALSO AVAILABLE
* Limited availability, must purchase before January 31, 2009, golf
passports are non-transferable & non-refundable. Golf passport
rates and discounts are based on our regular public rates.
Discounts do not apply with other offers or special promotions.

King Carter Golf Club
480 Old St. Johns Road
Irvington, VA 22480
804-435-7842
golf@kingcartergolfclub.com
www.kingcartergolfclub.com

SERVING ALL OF
THE NORTHERN NECK
AND MIDDLE PENINSULA
References upon request.
Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Va. Class “A” #022400

Major Additions • Dormers • Decks • Rec Rooms
Kitchens • Baths • Garages • Carports • Screened Porches
Built-In Bookcases & Wall Units

804-761-1220

TOM JENNINGS

Total Yoga with David
David Scarbrough, PhD, RYT (Registered Yoga Teacher)

Call about our new
Level 2 Class!

Monday

Heathsville
Jan. 26: 8 weeks
5 - 6:15 pm

Call David
580-4505

• Stretch
• Strengthen
• Relax

For beginners and continuing enthusiasts

Tuesday

Kilmarnock
NN Family YMCA
Jan. 27: 8 weeks
2 - 3:15 pm
RGH Rehab Center
Jan. 27: 8 weeks
6 - 7:15 pm

Wednesday

Reedville
Masonic Lodge
Jan. 28: 8 weeks
6:15 - 7:30 pm
All Classes $64
Discount for YMCA
members (YMCA only)

“Practical landscape designs for your environment”

Renovation Pruning-Fruit Tree Pruning
Vegetable Garden Planning
B.S. Ornamental Horticulture
Licensed and Insured

804.693.4165

SAVE MONEY $$$
with our Energy Star
rated products!!
Windows & doors for new
construction & replacement

460 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock
(804) 435-3377 - (800) 646-3377
Installation available with exterior maintenance-free wrapping.
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Fairfield Inn & Suites

Spring Hill Suites

1402 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185

1997 Power Plant Parkway
Hampton, VA 23666

(Exit #238 off I-64, L on VA143,
R on VA132, R on Bypass Rd
to Richmond Rd)

(Exit 263A off I-64, R on W. Mercury, L onto Power Plant Parkway)

Thurs. Jan. 15th thru Sun. Jan 18th
10am - 6pm

RR
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Soil and water
conservation
districts
to lobby
legislature
Northern Neck Soil and
Water Conservation District
(NNSWCD) staff and directors
will participate in an annual
Legislative Day in Richmond
Monday, January 19, on behalf
of natural resources conservation and conservation districts
across the state.
This annual visit is coordinated
by the VA Association of Soil
and Water Conservation Districts
and brings citizens from across
the state. The local delegation
will have the ear of Sen. Richard
Stuart and Del. Albert Pollard
in discussions of local priorities
for funding of initiatives and
ongoing programs that benefit
environmental education and the
maintenance and improvement
of natural resources through
proven Best Management Practices (BMP).
The delegation’s priorities
include:
• funding for the Natural
Resources Commitment Fund
in support of reducing nonpoint
(runoff) sources of pollution and
assisting farmers with installation of conservation practices.
• funding for the state’s 47 Soil
and Water Conservation Districts
and their work.
• a stream and shoreline erosion program.
• support for the governor’s
goal of conserving 400,000 acres
by 2011 to meet Virginia’s commitments of the Chesapeake Bay
2000 Agreement.
• a VA Urban BMPs Cost
Share and Tax Credit program.
• financial assistance for soil
and water conservation districts
to implement the requirements
of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act.
The Northern Neck region,
with 80 other Tidewater localities, is particularly affected by
the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act. In prior years, localities
have received financial assistance
to implement the requirements,
but in 2001, budget shortfalls
caused the General Assembly to
discontinue financial assistance,
and SWCDs were forced to cut
programs or absorb costs.
Northern Neck community
members are welcome to participate in Legislative Day. Those
interested in attending and supporting local conservation efforts
are urged to call the NNSWCD
office in Warsaw at 333-3525,
ext. 102.

From left are artist Anne Hayes and her husband, Johnny,
past president of the Rappahannock Art League, and her
painting.

Gallery hosts reception
The RappahannockArt League
recently kicked off its first Friday
receptions at the Studio Gallery
to showcase the current exhibit
“Black, White, and Shades of
Gray,” an all media members’
show on display throughout
January.
Artists, RAL members, and
the public gathered to enjoy
refreshments, view the exhibit,
and honor the show winners.
Richmond artist Patrice Reese,
who spent two years painting in
black and white, judged the show
and commented on the works.
Sarah Soderlund won the blue

ribbon for her acrylic painting,
“Better Living Through Chemistry.” Ed Ramsey won the red
ribbon for his Raku pottery
piece, “Patchwork Raku.” Rose
Nygaard was awarded a yellow
ribbon for her acrylic painting,
“Catherine Dancing.”
Honorable mention awards
went to Barbara Dolney for a
pencil drawing “Old Timers”
and Ann Vliet for her digital
photograph “Untold Tales.”
The RAL plans to hold first
Friday receptions at the Studio
Gallery throughout the year. The
public is invited to attend.

Business Briefs
n Travel show

Adventure Travel at Chesapeake Commons in Kilmarnock will host a travel show
from 2 to 4 p.m. February 25 at
Holiday Inn Express in Kilmarnock. The free show will feature cruise and tour company
representatives.
Holland America, Royal
Caribbean, Princess, Celebrity,
Oceania, Viking and Disney
will be represented.

n DMV holiday

n Appointment

Gov. Tim Kaine recently
announced the appointment of
Lynda Tran to serve as communications director in the Office of
the Governor. Tran will succeed
Delacey Skinner, who previously
announced her resignation, effective December 31, 2008.

n Potomac Council

John A. Kelley, a Northumberland County representative
to the Northern Neck Soil and
Water Conservation District, was
recently elected chair of the Potomac Council for 2009.
The Potomac Council was
established in 1999 in response
to needs identified by six Virginia
Soil and Water Conservation Districts in the Potomac River watershed working with the Virginia
Department of Conservation and
Recreation.

At the February meeting of the
Northern Neck Chapter 1823 of
the National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association
(NARFE), Charles Delaplane,
the national legislation chair of
the NARFE Virginia Federation
of Chapters, will discuss possible
legislative proposals of particular
interest to federal employees and
annuitants.
The meeting will be held February 8 from 2:30 to 4 p.m., in the
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative conference room at 173 Pine
Street in Warsaw.
Delaplane’s first federal job was
with the USDA’s National School
Lunch Program in the regional
office in Dallas. He moved to the
Washington, D.C., area with the
growing Food Stamp Program
in 1964, and in 1966 he joined
USDA’s Foreign Agricultural
Service (FAS).
In FAS and related agencies, he spent 28 years working
on the Food for Peace and other
commodity export programs. He
retired in January 1995.
All current, former and retired
federal employees, spouses, and
survivor annuitants are invited.

At a recent technician recognition awards banquet in San
Diego, Calif., Thomas Bowles
of Heathsville was honored as
the Identifix/ASE Aftermarket
Drivability Technician of the
Year.
ASE board chair Joe Torchiana, Identifix founder Bill
Sauer and ASE president Timothy Zilke presented the award
at ASE’s annual board of directors’ industry awards dinner.
Bowles and his wife, Becky,
are from Heathsville. Bowles
has been dedicated to the automotive industry for 27 years
and has owned and operated
Tom’s Repair Service for the
past 14 years with his wife
working alongside him. He
enjoys the daily challenges and
the constant need to learn and
gain new knowledge to stay up
with an ever-changing industry,
he said.
Bowles passed his first ASE
tests in 2002. He holds 33
areas of certification and

master status in automobile,
medium/heavy truck, school
bus, and engine machinist.
Bowles is one of 37 ASEcertified technicians nationally recognized by different

segments of the automotive
service and repair industry.
Each of these elite technicians was presented with an
industry-specific award recognizing his achievement.

Agriculture summit to explore energy
The sixth annual Virginia
Agriculture Summit will be held
February 9 and 10 at the Omni
Richmond Hotel. The theme will
be “Energy Impacts and Opportunities.”
The keynote speaker will
be Andy Karsner, former U.S.
assistant secretary for energy
efficiency and renewable energy.
He will speak on “Building Our
Energy Future: Innovation for the
New American Century and the
Implications for Rural America.”
Tom Dorr, former undersecretary for rural development for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
will provide the closing address.
Other speakers will include
Frank V. Maisano, energy and
environmental media specialist
for Bracewell and Giuliani, and
Stephen Walz, director of the
Virginia Department of Mines,
Minerals and Energy and energy
advisor to the governor.
“Agriculture and rural America have been especially challenged by the volatile nature of
energy prices and supply-demand
dynamics over the last couple of

Yacht dealer
wins awards

years,” said Spencer Neale, senior
assistant director of commodities
and marketing for the Virginia
Farm Bureau Federation.
“The goal of this year’s summit
is to look at some of these impacts
and hear some realistic short- and
long-term ideas and possible
solutions to help increase energy
independence,” he said.
The summit is open to all interested members of the agriculture
community. Registration is $50
by January 30 and $75 afterward
or at the door.

Agenda and lodging information is available at agsummit.
com, or contact Brenda Fleming
at 290-1155, or brenda.flemng@
vafb.com.
Summit sponsors are the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Rural
Development, Virginia Cooperative Extension, the Virginia
Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, Virginia
Farm Bureau Federation, the Virginia Foundation for Agriculture,
Innovation and Rural Sustainability, and Virginia Tech.

Growers’ workshop will help
producers sell at farmers’ markets
“If you grow it, they will come
to farmers’ markets to buy it.”
That’s the philosophy behind
the Center for Rural Culture’s
(CRC) fourth annual growers’ workshop January 31 at J.
Sargeant Reynolds Community
College in Richmond.
“We want to help people make
money off of their land by selling
produce at farmers’ markets,” said
Lisa Dearden, executive director
of the center.
The workshop is sponsored by
Whole Foods and the Virginia
Farm Bureau, which began its
Save Our Food campaign in 2008
to promote fresh, safe, locally
grown food.

“Educational workshops like
these are vital to ensure the future
of our local food supply and
Virginia agriculture,” said Keith
Langley, VFBF advertising and
marketing supervisor. “Partnering with an event like this is a natural tie-in to our Save Our Food
campaign, which seeks to educate potential members about the
benefits of a safe, fresh, locally
grown food supply.”
Advance registration, which
includes lunch, is $30 for CRC
members and $35 for others.
Same-day registration is $45 and
does not include lunch. To register by January 28, visit centerforruralculture.org.

Thomas is RGH employee for January
Lisa Thomas has been selected
as the Rappahannock General
Hospital Employee of the Month
for January 2009.
Thomas, a speech/language
pathologist, is married to Ricky
and they have one son, Morgan,
16.
In her spare time, she is a chauffeur for teenagers, and enjoys
yoga, music, reading and studying history—especially biogra-

painting from local artists Jane
Stouffer, Rose Nygaard, and
Lella Lee Edwards.
She has taught two photography courses at the Studio Gallery.

phies of people who have had a
positive impact on the world, said
Thomas.
Thomas has been an SLP for 30
years. She is a member of American Speech and Hearing Association and a special interest group
for swallowing. She is certified
in VitalStim swallowing therapy.
This year, she will be certified in
Lee Silverman Voice Treatment,
said Thomas.
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Norton’s Yacht Sales in Deltaville received several awards
at the annual Hunter Sailboat
Dealers meeting in Florida in
December, including the Top
Customer Service Award for
the 16th consecutive year.
President Carolyn Norton
Schmalenberger of Norton’s
was honored with a “Top 10
Sales Pro Award” for the 2008
Hunter model year. Norton’s
also received a “Top 10 Dealer
Award” for 2008 sales after finishing the model year in sixth
place worldwide.
Hunter Marine is the premier
sailboat manufacturer in North
America with dealerships in 46
countries. The firm distributes
sailboats from 14 to 50 feet in
R.C. Hernandez
ALL LINES OF
ESTABLISHED
length.
INSURANCE
Norton’s, one of Hunter’s
IN 1959
oldest dealers, was founded in
1948 and is a third generation
business specializing in new
R.C. Hernandez of Hudgins and pre-owned sail and powerILMARNOCK
won the “Hear for the Holidays” boats, full service, ASA sailing
contest sponsored by Miracle Ear school, and sailboat charters.
in Kilmarnock and Tappahannock.
His was one of some 40 entries
Clip coupon for great savings on small engine repair!
in the contest box in Lee’s Restaurant in Kilmarnock. The prize was
one free hearing aid of a pair.
Although he has worn hearing
aids for a number of years, this is
his first pair of Miracle-Ear brand
and his win came at just the right
moment, said Laurel Taylor of
Miracle-Ear. His older aids are
nearly five years old, so it was
time for a replacement.
January - February • Must present coupon
Like many people who wear
hearing aids, Hernandez knew
Farm & Home Supply, LLC
technology has advanced, parSeeds • Feeds • Fertilizers • Farm, Garden, & Lawn Supplies
ticularly in the areas of noise
Southern 469 N. Main St., PO Box 249, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 Southern
StateS
reduction and voice enhanceStateS
Phone: (804) 435-3177
ment, making speech more sharp
M-F: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm, Sat: 7:30 pm - 5 pm
and clear than simply loud, said
Taylor.
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Digital art of Carol Hammer
is in a window of the Studio
Gallery on Kilmarnock’s Main
Street.
After attending the University of Maryland and spending
a year in London, England, she
settled in Northern Virginia.
She and her husband, Norman,
moved to Ophelia about five
years ago.
In 2003, she entered two
photos in Northern Virginia’s
Best Nature Photography
exhibit at the Meadowlark
Botanical Gardens in Vienna.
In June of that year, she was
juried into the 10th annual
Juried Exhibition of Fine Art
at the Jo Ann Rose Gallery in
Reston.
Since moving to the Northern
Neck and joining the Rappahannock Art League, Hammer
has won awards three of the
five years that she has entered
the annual Labor Day Exhibition. She also has won awards
in Chesapeake Bay Magazine’s
annual photo contests in 2006
and 2007.
Hammer has sold her art at
the Irvington Farmers’ Market
and the Strawberry and Christmas festivals in Heathsville.
She has had one-person shows
at Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury and the Bank of
Lancaster.
Through her photography,
Hammer documents life on
the Northern Neck. She is a
member of the photo group
at the Reedville Fishermen’s
Museum.
Hammer belongs to a photo
group of the Northern Neck
Computer Users.
To broaden her artistic
knowledge, Hammer has taken
courses in drawing and acrylic

From left are ASE board chair Joe Torchiana, Identifix founder
Bill Sauer, award winner Thomas Bowles and ASE president
Timothy Zilke. (Photo courtesy of Peter Jordan Photography,
Scottsdale, Ariz.)

Hernandez
wins hearing aid

M

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

435-1677

K

15% OFF
Parts & Labor

D

Federal
employees
to discuss
legislation

Auto tech wins national award

In honor of Lee-Jackson Day
and Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, all Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) customer service centers will be
closed on January 16 and 19.
All customer service centers
will be open January 17, during
their normal operating hours.
Customers may complete
25 different transactions at
dmvNOW.com. DMV’s auto- n Business plan workshop
mated telephone (1-888-337The Rappahannock Region
4782) and the mail also are Small Business Development
preferred services options.
Center in Warsaw will offer
“Business Plan Workshop” January 27 and 28 from 6 to 9 p.m.
n RC&D meeting
Tidewater Resource Conser- and January 29 from 9 a.m. to
vation and Development Coun- 3:30 p.m.
Pre-registration is required; From left are Hunter Marine
cil will meet January 27 from 7
call
333-0286, or 800-524-8915; sales coordinator Julie Christo 8:30 p.m. at 772 Richmond
tian and Norton’s Yacht Sales
or email bhaywood@umw.edu.
Road in Tappahannock.
owners Ken and Carolyn
Schmalenberger.

Gallery window
features digital art
Charles Delaplane
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Fishing for a cure for Haley Smith, Nova
Heathsville author
makes $4,000 donation to the IDEA League wins national honors
In Virginia Beach December
13, David Nova and Edie Jett of
White Stone won the American
Striper Association’s Angler of
the Year and Lady Angler of the
Year, respectively.
After accepting their trophies
and checks, they immediately
awarded the IDEA League a
check representing 10 percent
of Nova’s Angler of the Year
winnings. He had asked for
Haley Smith to be present for
the awards.
Bobby and Lisa Smith of
White Stone informed the
IDEA League and folks there
were so grateful to Nova and
his philanthropic efforts, president Laura Cossolotto flew in to
accept the check. IDEA League
board member, Kim Skriba and
her son, Ryan Smith (no relation to Haley), from Atlanta
also accompanied the Smith
and Cossolotto families.
A couple of weeks later
Nova rounded up the total to
$4,000. His charitable gifts
to the IDEA League did not
start at this event. He has been
giving all year and not just
monetarily, said Lisa Smith.
Nova was inspired to help
the IDEA League last January when the Rappahannock
Record ran a story titled, “A
Mother’s Plea,” that highlighted
Haley and her ongoing struggle
with Dravet syndrome.
He got very involved with
the community efforts to help
the IDEA League secure one of
four $50,000 grants that were
offered by the Case Foundation in conjunction with Parade
Magazine’s America’s Giving
Challenge, said Lisa Smith. In
February, the results were in
and the IDEA League was one
of the top finishers and secured
the prize. The money from that
grant made it possible for the
IDEA League to hold their biannual family and medical conference in August 2008.
After the contest ended,
Nova secretly planned to do
more for Haley, her family, and
the IDEA League. In March
2008, Nova brought home his
new Fountain boat and when
the Smith family saw it they
were beyond words.
Nova had arranged to have
the words, “Raising Awareness for the IDEA League,”
the IDEA League logo, and a
picture of Haley on the boat. If
that was not enough, he promised to give a portion of his
winnings from every tournament to the IDEA League, said
Lisa Smith.
“The Smith family was
totally amazed that David
would do this for not only their
child, but the many children
afflicted with Dravet around
the globe,” said Lisa Smith.

Dravet syndrome

Dravet syndrome was first
described by French Physician Dr. Charlotte Dravet in
1978, she explained. Also
known as Severe Myoclonic
Epilepsy of Infancy or SMEI,
it is a progressive childhood
neurodevelopmental disorder
characterized by intractable
seizures. The effects of the
syndrome vary from child to
child. Most families’ stories
begin the same; their child had
a febrile seizure, a seizure with
fever, during the first year of
life. Prior to onset of seizures,
development is normal.
As the child ages, seizures
increase in frequency and

Stocks
of Local
Interest
STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST
Quotes as of: Close on 1/13/09
AT&T ..............................25.94
Altria (Philip Morris) ..........15.79
BB & T Corp. .................22.17
Bay Banks VA ...................8.00
CSX Corporation ............32.22
Chesapeake Financial .....17.25
Chesapeake Corp ..............0.02
Davenport Equity Fund ....8.96
Dominion Resources ......35.14
Eastern VA Bank Shares...9.81
Exxon Mobil ...................76.54
IBM .................................85.71
Kraft Foods .....................28.53
Omega Protein ..................4.19
Sun Trust (Formerly Crestar) 23.67
Union Bankshares...........20.58
Verizon ............................31.79
Wachovia Bank ...................n/a
Zapata Corp ......................6.12
Quotes and information furnished by Davenport & Company LLC, Rt. 3, Ice House
Field, White Stone, VA. (804)
435-7705 or 1-800-378-2165.
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From left, David Nova, Edie Jett, Haley Smith, Lisa Smith, Parker Smith, Peyton Smith and
Bobby Smith take part in the check-passing ceremony.
begin to occur without fever,
said Lisa Smith. Several different types of seizures may
occur. Another characteristic
of Dravet is developmental
delays and can include regression of skills. Many children
develop ataxia, sleep disturbances, orthopedic issues and
behavior problems. Communication, motor and cognitive
skills may stabilize, but delays
remain. Little is known about
long-term prognosis and life
expectancy of the individuals
with Dravet syndrome.
Treatment for Dravet syndrome consists mainly of
anti-convulsant medications
to help control seizures, she
said. There are no medications
that are known to help Dravet
syndrome. Many of the pharmaceutical drugs on the market
for epilepsy can do more harm
than good for these kids. Several of the children diagnosed
with Dravet syndrome have
to seek medication treatment
outside of the United States.
Clobozam and Stiripentol are
two medicines that have shown
promise in improving seizure
control.
Unfortunately these drugs are
not FDA approved and insurance will not cover them, said

David Nova and Haley Smith show the IDEA League art
work on his Fountain.
Lisa Smith. Families have been
known to spend up to $1,000 a
month for the Stiripentol which
comes from France. Clobozam
is a fairly inexpensive drug and
readily available in most other
countries. Recently, with the
help of the IDEA League and
professional doctors, Clobozam and Stiripentol have been
given Orphan Drug Status
for the United States by the
National Organization of Rare
Diseases. This means there is
a better chance insurance will
pay for these drugs. It also

means these drugs will be considered by the FDA once there
is medical data to back up the
claims.

Haley’s status

Haley continues to have
grand mal seizures at least
two to three days a week even
though her drug “cocktail”
consists of three different drugs
and changes regularly, said Lisa
Smith. The side effects from
the drugs can also be somewhat
difficult to manage. Haley has
profound delays, both physically and cognitively. The only
thing she regressed in was her
ability to draw shapes. She has
orthotics to help with her balance and keep her ankles from
turning in.
Fortunately, Haley is on the
mild end of the spectrum of
Dravet. Other children have
lost their language all together
and some have lost their ability to walk, she said. Haley is
a very special child who continues to touch many people’s
lives.
“The Smith family is continually amazed at the blessings that continue to pour out
of what others might consider
an unpromising condition,”
said Lisa Smith. “We thank
David Nova, Edie Jett and the
entire Marlin Maniac team for
all their unselfish efforts to
raise awareness for the IDEA
League.”
To learn more about Haley,
visit haleyismyhero.com. To
learn more about Dravet synThe Marlin Maniac crew is dockside with Whit Blanken- drome or make a contribution
baker, Hank Sibley, David Nova, Edie Jett, Haley Smith and to the IDEA League, visit idealeague.org.
Donnie Elbourn.

Farm Bureau policy makers convene
Virginia
representatives
joined 5,000 Farm Bureau
members from across the
nation in helping shape
policies important to farmers and ranchers January 11
through 14 at the 90th American Farm Bureau Federation
Annual Convention.
The Virginia delegation
concentrated on eliminating the estate tax, renewable
fuels and their effects on
farmers, immigration reform
and climate change.
“These could be contentious issues, because in
today’s economy there are
lots of competing interests
trying to get their voices
heard in Congress,” said Virginia Farm Bureau Federation (VFBF) president Wayne

F. Pryor. “It’s important that
Virginia
representatives
attend the national convention to help shape policies
that could affect our farmers.
We rely heavily on American
Farm Bureau to represent our
interests in Congress.”
The theme of the convention was “Forward Farm
Bureau,” and the event
included presentations on
the global economy and its
relation to U.S. agriculture;
the urgent need for livestock producers to become
activities; and the continuing
debate over biofuels.
“The national convention
helps our Farm Bureau leaders
stay involved in the national
policy making process and
gives them a better overall

understanding of policies that
affect different farmers across
the country,” said Wilmer Stoneman, VFBF associate director of
governmental relations.

Monkey, a novel by Frank
Mosco of Heathsville, recently
took top honors in the fan fiction
genre at the 2008 DIY Book
Festival based in Los Angeles,
Calif.
The festival considered thousands of entries in non-fiction,
fiction, biography/autobiography, children’s books, and other
genres. Entries had to have been
published on or after January 1,
2006, in English and been issued
by an independent publishing
house.
Submitted works were judged
by a panel of industry experts
based on the criteria of general
excellence and the author’s passion for telling a good story.
Genre category winners will
receive a combination of books,
software, and cash prizes at the
2008 DIYBF awards ceremony
held in February 2009 as part of
the annual DIY Convention in
Los Angeles.
Monkey, is a 1933 period
action/adventure professing to
expose the true story behind the
legend of King Kong, except
with a surprising mix of colorful characters such as a Chinese
Rhodes Scholar, an Australian girl Rambo, a jungle boy
unknowingly prone to profanity, an Irish poet, a tribe of alcoholic natives, and an Ivy League
rough and ready Princeton University rugby team. Throw in a
tall ship, a few hundred cannibals, a number of Jurassic surprises, the search for a fortune in
diamonds, a large gorilla and a
surprise ending.
“Novels shouldn’t be that
easy or that much fun to write,”
said Mosco. “My first took three
years and my latest, coming out
in a few weeks, has taken nearly
five. But then good old Kong has
been with me all my life and it
was something I always wanted
to do. It’s not actually a Kong
book though, but more a sequel
story sparked by the 1933 movie
as demonstrated in the prologue
where I relegate the original
movie to a fantasy making my
book’s story the reality. So, in a
way, I guess it’s really taken half

a century to create.
“To me the book and the award
is more a compliment and tribute to the original Kong creator,
Marion Cooper, demonstrating
how something created well can
still have life after all this time.
The book has never generated a
negative response from anyone I
know who has read it so I guess
I did something right. A great
little book and lots of fun.”
Mosco also noted that the
timing of the award notice coincides with the announcement of
the release of his latest novel,
The Last Ghostrider.
Although this extensive book
is considered a fiction for literary purposes, it is largely
inspired by and based on real
characters, places, and events he
encountered while serving with
the famed 189th Assault Helicopter Company Ghostriders in
Vietnam, said Mosco.
“Serving in the military is
often a comedy of errors,” said
Mosco. “And it can even come
close to being a circus, but
wrapped in the ever present reality of fear and death. I wanted to
express that. Though it was often
fun, Ghostrider was also a very
hard book to write, occasionally
even painful. Sometimes writing
can be emotional.”
The book chronicles a young
man’s three-year enlistment and
his coming of age through his
experience during the Ghostriders last year of existence. It
takes the reader from the States
to the highlands of Vietnam and
into Cambodia with the 5th Special Forces, Special Ops teams,
CIDG, ARVN, and others.
His chopper war brings the
reader up against North Vietnam’s finest forces through the
siege of Dak Seang and the
Cambodian incursion of 1970.
Whether exposing the humor
among friends or conflicts
and tensions among the races,
Mosco fills his literary canvas
with things that could only come
from experience.
The books can be found on
Amazon.com and its affiliates,
or frankmosco.headplug.com.
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Also a supply of accessories
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Consumer catalog available
Old man winter is back again. With him come colder temperatures, frosty windows, and more indoor time to catch up
on reading. Make the first book choice an all-time best seller,
the winter edition of the Consumer Information Catalog.
It has more than 200 free and low-cost government publications on everything from saving money to creating a home
inventory.
To order the catalog, visit www.pueblo.gsa.gov/newcat.htm,
send name and address to Catalog, Pueblo, Colorado 81009;
or call 1-888-878-3256, weekdays 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern
Time.

“WNNT’s 2 Month Moving Promotion” concluded on Friday,
December 19th when Helen France of Montross accepted her
$10,000 prize. The winners’ name was drawn and announced
by Delegate Albert Pollard Live on the New River Country 107.5
Morning Show. Winner, Helen France (center) is pictured with
Morning Show co-hosts Lisa Wilkerson and AC Walker.
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School fiscal talks heat up
as budget time approaches
by Audrey Thomasson
Sciabbarrasi said.
replace a blown water heater at
Reductions could include cut- the middle school, he said.
KILMARNOCK—LancastMember Don McCann said
er’s public schools will suffer a backs in after-school activities,
financial blow of $407,000 if the going to block scheduling and he was unaware of the decision
General Assembly approves Gov. cutting personnel through attri- and expressed opposition to the
purchase.
Tim Kaine’s proposed budget, tion, she said.
Sciabbarrasi said the vehicle
according to school superintenIn a letter issued to employdent Susan Sciabbarrasi.
ees this week, Sciabbarrasi said was needed for the safety of staff
The governor’s proposal would school officials plan to assess when they inspect road condipermanently cut $400 million to the number of teachers and staff tions.
state schools and another $500 planning on retiring or moving.
She called the current system
million in temporary cuts to edu- She described layoffs as a last “dangerous” and referred to the
cation and funding teacher posi- resort and said the focus would “other counties” as having the
tions, Sciabbarrasi told school be to minimize the impact on appropriate vehicle.
board members Monday,
personnel and education.
“I’m distressed. I’m not worAs bleak as the numbers are,
Middle school teacher Cabell ried about what the other counshe said the governor’s plan is Westbrook reported the board- ties are doing,” McCann said.
reported to be the best case sce- authorized advisory committee While noting the safety issue, he
Library picks 11 winning tickets
nario. The economic downturn of teachers is nearly complete said they shouldn’t buy a vehicle
A handful of hopeful winners gathered at the Lancaster Community Library Saturcould also mean less money next and will begin working with the based on the other counties and
day morning as library treasurer Norm Smith and library assistant Emily Kohlhepp
year from the county and other board on shaping next year’s that they should be fiscally better
announced the winner of its annual lottery drawing. However, the lucky $10,000
funding sources. Sciabbarrasi budget. However, he also took than anyone else.
prize winner, Pat Beard, wasn’t among the crowd. In all, 11 cash prizes were awarded,
said the school district will prob- the opportunity to chastise school
In other business, a reorganiincluding two $2,500 prizes to Dr. and Mrs. Dale Lazar and Scott and Brenda Graham;
ably have to make do with the leaders for spending choices that zation of the board resulted in
three $500 prizes to Synergy Global (Bill and Julie Geier), Camille Bennett (who desloss because county officials are put teachers’ jobs and education William Smith being reelected
ignated the Foundation for Historic Christ Church) and William Barnhardt, and five
grappling with state cuts at the at risk. Specifically, he noted as chairman and Carl Failmezger
$250 prizes to Sarah Soderlund, Judith R. Hagerstrom, Margaret Devinney, Ralph Self
county level.
a decision to spend $14,000 elected as vice chairman.
and James M. Kenner III and Alley Cafe. (Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi)
Lancaster schools already on a four-wheel drive vehicle
McCann was reappointed
dealt with some $144,000 in cuts to inspect roads during severe to the board of the Northern
last year and more than $800,000 weather conditions.
Neck Regional School; Patrick
for the current school year. Gov.
“It is rare for this area to have McCranie was reappointed to
Kaine’s proposed cuts would such inclement weather. Isn’t the Chesapeake Bay Governor’s
impact the 2010 fiscal year which there another way to check the School Joint Board; Ella Davis
begins July 1, 2009.
roads?” he asked board mem- was appointed as Delegate to the
“We will try to take care of bers.
Virginia School Board Associathe loss with the least amount
A better purpose for the money tion with Patrick McCranie servby Reid Pierce Armstrong
appropriate to show it.”
encing those kids needs to do of impact on the schools,” would be to fund field trips or ing as alternate.
Board
member
Dean
Sumner
it the right way,” Phillips said.
LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school board said, “If we let the students go “I just think that it’s a great t Crash heard ‘round the world . . . . (continued from page A1)
rejected a request Monday home, they probably won’t see time for a fair history to be
night from the NAACP to any of it. We would really lose taught.”
life of its own,” Wilkins said
thumberland County in Virginia
He added that there has also
close schools on Inauguration a good teaching opportunity
Stables and the board agreed later. “It’s amazing how quickly with England’s Northumberbeen a lot of discussion about
for the students in school.”
Day.
that a larger group setting it spread and how far it spread.” land.
whether the parents should
Northumberland NAACP
Vice chairman Myrtle Phil- would be an appropriate place
Like a game of telephone,
The story possibly reached its have been held responsible for
education coordinator Amy lips said it will be a very to put on a program that tied in the story changed a bit as it
pinnacle when it was featured
their child’s actions.
Reynolds said some 15 teach- emotional day for her family. Martin Luther King Day with was reported across the world.
as a question on NPR’s “Wait
“There’s more to the story
ers are planning to attend the While watching the first black the inauguration.
One of the most humorous
Wait Don’t Tell Me” news quiz
than meets the eye,” Wilkins
festivities in Washington, man become the United States
“The key thing is to look postings came from Newspost
last weekend.
said. “There have been prior
D.C., and many students and President will be wonderful, at the progress we’ve made,” Online:
“It’s the human interest side
situations. It’s a troubled
teachers are planning to attend “We also have to remember all Stables said.
“London, January 7 (ANI): A of the story” that compels
family.”
festivities in the area.
the things that have not been
The students could then six-year-old Brit boy, who had
people, Wilkins said later. “It
Things haven’t exactly quiSuperintendent Clint Stables good for us. If those were my return to their classrooms to missed his bus and was keen on was a miraculous situation that
eted down this week
said none of the other schools children and my grandchil- watch the swearing in on tele- getting to school, tried to wheel no one was hurt.”
“I’m still receiving calls
in the region are planning to dren, I would want to give vision, Stables said.
his family car, and subsequently
The fact that the boy said
from different forms of media,”
close that day.
them a history lesson at home.
He has confidence in his crashed.”
he learned to drive from video
Wilkins said Monday. “But
“We have the capability of I am not certain the teachers administrators to pull together
The story goes on to quote
games has created a lot of
hopefully we’ll be able to get
broadcasting the inauguration have been prepared for that.”
a meaningful program before Sheriff Wilkins, so somebody
chatter on blogs and websites,
back to the general business of
in all the classrooms,” Stables
“That day, I feel very next Tuesday, he said.
must have confused the NorWilkins said.
things soon.”
said. “It would certainly be strongly that whoever is influ-

Northumberland schools to plan
programs to support inauguration

Boathouse request
in limbo for lack
of a majority vote
by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—The fate
of a boathouse request on the
Coan River remains uncertain
this week after the Northumberland board of supervisors failed
to obtain a majority vote either
for or against the request.
Five members sit on the
board. Joe Self abstained from
the vote due to a conflict of
interest. Ronald Jett moved to
deny the request on the basis
that several neighbors said the
boathouse would obstruct their
view. Richard Haynie supported
his motion, Tommy Tomlin and
Jim Long voted against it, so
the motion failed.
Tomlin then moved to approve

the request because there were
already other boathouses on that
section of the river. Long supported the motion but Haynie
and Jett voted against it, so the
motion failed.
Tomlin then moved to continue the request to seek a legal
opinion on the vote. The others
agreed.
However, county administrator Kenneth D. Eades said by
phone Tuesday there can’t be an
approval by default.
“You have to have an affirmative vote to approve a request,”
he said.
The request is likely to be
denied next month for lack of a
majority vote.

Virginia ends year with
record forest fire numbers
CHARLOTTESVILLE—
Fire officials with the Virginia
Department of Forestry (VDOF)
reveal that 2008 saw a 130 percent increase in acres burned
across the state as the number of
fires decreased 12.4 percent.
The agency logged 1,322
fires that burned 25,704 acres.
Records show 1,509 fires burned
11,200 acres during 2007. Sixteen homes were damaged last
year.
Virginia saw the worst fire day
in memory Sunday, February
10, 2008. High winds across the
state whipped up 354 fires that
burned more than 16,000 acres.
“Several of these numbers
set a record for Virginia,” said
VDOF director of resource man-

agement John Miller. “We hope
there won’t be another one-day
record-setter this year.”
Debris burning and improper
disposal of hot ashes increase
the risk of wildfires during
the winter months, when
low humidities combined
with plentiful dry grass and
leaves can provide fuel to help
escaped fires spread quickly,
said Miller.
He reminds everyone that just
because the “official” spring fire
season doesn’t start until February 15, it doesn’t mean that
wildland fires can’t still occur–
they can. “Continue to take great
care anytime you use fire in or
near Virginia’s woodlands,” said
Miller.

t Parents arraigned . . . . (continued from page A1)
onto Route 200 from Browns
Store Road, crossed the Great
Wicomico River and turned
left at the light in Burgess
without incident.
But as he reached Horsehead, panicked drivers began
calling the sheriff’s office to
report somebody driving very
fast, passing across double
yellow lines and running off
the road.
The boy lost control of the

car as he approached Claraville, skidding into a telephone
pole within sight of the school
complex.
Although he wasn’t wearing
a seat belt, he suffered only a
mild injury to the forehead.
He told the responding law
enforcement officials that he
didn’t want to miss breakfast
and physical education class.
Audrey Thomasson assisted
in the reporting for this story.
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"Y $R 2ESSLER JOINING 2IVERSIDE -EDICAL 'ROUP WE CONTINUE TO GROW ONE OF THE
STATES LARGEST PHYSICIAN GROUPS "Y DOING SO WERE ABLE TO OFFER AN EVEN GREATER
RANGE OF CHOICES SKILLS EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE TO HELP YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
MAINTAIN THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF HEALTH POSSIBLE
$R 2ESSLER EARNED HIS MEDICAL DEGREE AT 4EMPLE 5NIVERSITY 3CHOOL OF -EDICINE
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(ARRISBURG 0OLYCLINIC -EDICAL #ENTER
&OR MORE INFORMATION
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$R 2ESSLER OFFERS A WIDE ARRAY OF SURGICAL
SERVICES UTILIZING THE LEAST INVASIVE PROCEDURES
SO THAT PATIENTS ENJOY A SPEEDY RECOVERY
(IS OFFICE LOCATION HAS NOT CHANGED AND HE
CONTINUES TO ACCEPT NEW PATIENTS
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