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by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—Charges 

have been filed against the par-
ents of a six-year-old boy who 
tried to drive himself to school 
Monday. 

The first-grader missed his 
school bus on the first day 
back from the holiday vaca-
tion, according to Northum-
berland County Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins. 

When he was unable to wake 
his mother, he got the keys and 
took the car, Sheriff Wilkins 
said. 

The boy, who lives on Browns 
Store Road near Wicomico 
Church, managed the nearly 
12-mile drive in his parents 
2005 Ford Taurus by moving 
the seat all the way forward 
with the push of an electronic 
button and sitting on the edge 
of his seat, said responding 
deputy Roger Briney. 

He was not wearing a seat-
belt, Deputy Briney said. 

He crossed the Great 
Wicomico River bridge, turned 
left at the stoplight in Burgess 
and wound his way through the 
curves near Horsehead, pass-
ing cars one and two at a time 
across the double lines, Sheriff 
Wilkins said. 

The sheriff ’s department 
started receiving calls around 
7:30 a.m. with reports of what 

appeared to be a child driving a 
car erratically near Macedonia 
Church, Sheriff Wilkins said. 

Four deputies were converg-
ing on the vehicle, hoping to 
stop it, but the boy lost control 
of the car before they arrived, 
the sheriff said. 

As he approached Avalon, 
the boy slid off the road while 
attempting to pass another 
vehicle, smashing the pas-
senger side of the car into a 
telephone pole near the inter-
section of Avalon Road and 
Northumberland Highway 
(Route 360), Sheriff Wilkins 
said. He was within sight of 
the school complex.

The first two deputies arrived 
moments later, Sheriff Wilkins 
said.

“When the first deputy and 
I got there and we realized 
that little boy was the driver 
we were all just shocked,” said 
Deputy Briney. 

The responding officers 
picked the boy up out of the car 
and tried to calm him down, 

Deputy Briney said. 
He had escaped the accident 

with only a small bump on his 
head. 

“He was crying hysteri-
cal,” Deputy Briney said. “He 
wanted to know if the car could 
be fixed. He was concerned 
about his book bag.”

Once calm, the boy started to 
walk away, explained Deputy 
Briney. 

“I said, ‘Where are you 
going,?’ and he said ‘I’m going 
to school. I’m late.’ I promised 
him he’d get to go to school 
but that he had to wait here for 
a little while,” Deputy Briney 
said. 

“He told us that he learned 
to drive from playing video 
games: Grand Theft Auto and 
Monster Jam,” Sheriff Wilkins 
said. 

The boy was taken by ambu-
lance to Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital where he was 
treated and released. 

His parents, Jacqulyn Deana 
Waltman, 26, and David 
Eugene Dodson, 40, of Browns 
Store Road in Heathsville 
are being charged with Class 
6 felonies of child neglect, 
described as a willful act of 
omission of care so gross and 
wanton as to show disregard 
for life, Sheriff Wilkins said.

First-grader drives within 
walking distance to school
before losing control of car

by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—In a reor-

ganization meeting of the Lan-
caster board of supervisors, 
members on December 22 by 
a 5-0 unanimous vote elected 
Dr. Jack Russell chairman and 
Ernest Palin vice-chairman for 
2009. 

Russell was first elected to 
the board from District 4 in 
2005. He succeeds Pete Gei-
lich in his first year as chair-
man. The chairmanship also 

includes a position on the gen-
eral finance steering commit-
tee, joining Geilich.

Palin, who was elected to the 
board from District 2 in 2004, 
is also serving in a leadership 
capacity for the first time, suc-
ceeding Wally Beauchamp. 

Russell said he would like to 
see the board focus on employ-
ment, technology and infra-
structure during the coming 
year.

“We have to do something 

about the job situation. We 
need to create jobs,” he said. 
“We also need infrastructure 
to support tourism and rec-
reation. If there is (federal) 
money coming to the state for 
infrastructure, I want to make 
sure we get our fair share.”

He also emphasized the 
importance of expanding 
broadband technology in the 
area.

Supervisors also approved 
the by-laws and 2009 meeting 

schedule. The board’s regu-
lar monthly meetings will be 
the fourth Thursday of each 
month, except November and 
December, at 7 p.m. in the 
General District courtroom 
in the basement of the court-
house at 8311 Mary Ball Road 
in Lancaster.

The meeting dates are Janu-
ary 29, February 26, March 
26, April 30, May 28, June 25, 
July 30, August 27, September 
24, October 29, November 30 

and December 21.
Among appointments, Dixie 

McCaig was reappointed to 
the Historic Resources Com-
mission. With the acceptance 
of the Rev. Rodney Waller’s 
resignation from the plan-
ning commission, supervisors 
appointed David Chupp to rep-
resent District 4. Marsha Sitnik 
was appointed to the wetlands 
board and Robert S. Forrester 
was reappointed to the build-
ing code appeals board. 

Russell to chair Lancaster board of supervisors for 2009

Dr. Jack Russell

Andrea White of 
Lancaster (above) 
drives by Middle-
sex’s Meagan 
Payne during the 
girls final of the 
Middlesex Holi-
day Tournament. 
White scored 22 
points to lead Lan-
caster to a 65-55 
win in the cham-
pionship and be 
named the MVP. 

Lancaster’s Joseph 
Betts (left) scored 
14 points and hit 
the game-winning 
shot in a 64-61 
double-overtime 
win to be named 
the MVP of the 
Middlesex Holiday 
Boys Tournament.
See page A9.
(Photos by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi)

Red Devils win holiday
basketball tournaments

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors will meet tonight (January 
8) at 5 p.m. at the courts build-
ing in Heathsville. 

The Rev. Edna Moore of Mel-
rose United Methodist Church 
will give the invocation. 

Following the election of offi-
cers and the adoption of by-laws, 
meeting schedules and holidays, 
the board will hear a report from 
Sean Trapani of the Virginia 
Department of Transportation. 

At 5:30 p.m., the board will 
hear a report from school super-
intendent Clint Stables. 

County administrator Ken-
neth D. Eades will follow with a 
list of projects for 2009 as well 
as information about an exten-
sion of the Reedville sewer line 
and budget shortfalls for the 
upcoming fiscal year. 

Following a recess for dinner, 
the board will reconvene at 7 
p.m. for public hearings on an 
application for an open-sided 
boathouse on the Coan River 
near Bundick and changes to the 
No Wake markers on the Little 
Wicomico River from Sherwood 
Forest to Cockrell’s Marine Rail-
way. 

KILMARNOCK—School 
board members will begin 
the year with a reorganization 
meeting Monday, January 12. 
The meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m. in the media center at Lan-
caster Middle School.

The selection of leadership 
and acceptance of a meeting 
schedule will be followed by the 
appointment of representatives 
to school-related boards such 
as Lancaster Education Foun-
dation, Partners for Education 
Foundation, the Northern Neck 
Regional School and Chesa-
peake Governor’s School. 

The board will recognize 
school leaders as part of Prin-
cipal Appreciation Week which 
is January 12 through 16.

There also will be a discus-
sion on academic eligibility 
requirements for participation 
in school programs and Jones 
Felvey is expected to address 
the board on qualifications for 
receiving economic develop-
ment money to build a new 
high school.

WHITE STONE—The 
White Stone Town Council 
will meet tonight (January 8) 
at 7 p.m. at 433 Rappahannock 
Drive.

The meeting will include 
the monthly and year-to-date 
financial report, and an update 
on the construction of a police 
garage.

The committees on budget 
and finance, public safety and 
patrol, building and exter-
nal environment, and special 
assignment will deliver reports 
to council.

Police Chief Bill Webb will 
deliver the police report.

Council will go into closed 
session to discuss personnel 
matters.

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton Town Council will meet 
tonight (January 8) at 7:30 
p.m. at 235 Steamboat Road.

Phillip Williams will 
address council regarding the 
status of the Pilot House.

Zoning Administrator and 
Town Manager Bob Hardesty 
will provide updates on pro-
posed “slow down” signs, the 
town tennis courts, and a bid 
by Hanley Electrical Service 

for office renovations.
Old business will include 

updates on the town web-
site, and the development 
of a procedural manual for 
enforcement of town ordi-
nances dealing with unsafe 
structures and unsafe marine 
structures.

New business will include 
discussion of donations to be 
made to the Steamboat Era 
Museum.

LANCASTER—A public 
hearing on revisions to section 
5-26 of the subdivision ordi-
nance dealing with open space 
and recreation areas will be 
held by the planning commis-
sion Thursday, January 15. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in 
the General District Courtroom.

Chairman David Jones said 
he felt the time was right to get 
feedback from citizens so that 
the ordinance helps to preserve 
land and meets the needs of the 
community.

“The planners want to get this 
right,” said county planning and 
land use director Don Gill.

Considered a density neutral 
revision, the revisions would 
apply to inland subdivisions of 
10 or more lots and would allow 
decreased lot size and setback 
requirements in exchange for 
increased open space require-
ments. 

A complete text of the revised 
document is available at lancova.
com and at the county adminis-
trative offices.

Lancaster
school board
to reorganize

White Stone
Council to meet

Eades to preview
projects for 2009

Subdivision proposals
will be heard Jan. 15

Museum donation discussion set

Miss Abigail Leigh Robbins of White Stone was crowned Queen of the Holly 
Realm December 27.

More than 500 guests were in attendance as 23 Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula area debutantes were presented at the 113th Annual Holly Ball, according to 
publicity chair Patricia Gallagher.

The event was held at the Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club near Kilmarnock. Del. 
Albert Pollard, orator for the gala event, crowned Miss Robbins with the traditional crown 
worn by past queens. She succeeds Miss Jocelyn Maguire Stephens of Irvington, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Wood Stephens of Irvington. 

Miss Robbins is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Stoneham Robbins. She was pre-
sented by her father and escorted by Mr. John Thomas Jackson of Weems. Miss Robbins 

Miss Robbins is crowned
Queen of the Holly Realm

From left are Mr. and Mrs. Leo Stoneham Robbins, Queen Abigail Leigh Robbins, 
Kylie Brooke Robbins and Braxton Carter Robbins.

Parents face child neglect charges
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When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.
Health Insurance for Individuals and
Small Employer Groups (2-14)

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east of
State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of
Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKIG (10/01)

For more information pleae call:
Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA

SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

Located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

Under New 
Management:
Scott Cleaton, 

Managing 
Director

SUN. JAN. 11

SAT. JAN. 10FRI. JAN. 9
THE UNBORN (PG13)
1:10, 3:15, 5:20, 7:30, 9:30
NOT EASILY BROKEN (PG13)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:35, 9:40
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:40, 9:55
MARLEY & ME (PG)
2:00, 4:30, 7:15, 9:30
BEDTIME STORIES (PG)
1:10, 3:10, 5:15, 7:25, 9:30

MON.-THURS. JAN. 12-15

THE UNBORN (PG13)
5:20, 7:30, 9:30
NOT EASILY BROKEN (PG13)
5:20, 7:35, 9:40
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
5:30, 7:40, 9:55
MARLEY & ME (PG)
4:30, 7:15, 9:30
BEDTIME STORIES (PG)
5:15, 7:25, 9:30

THE UNBORN (PG13)
1:10, 3:15, 5:20, 7:30
NOT EASILY BROKEN (PG13)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:35
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:40
MARLEY & ME (PG)
2:00, 4:30,7:15
BEDTIME STORIES (PG)
1:10, 3:10, 5:15, 7:25

THE UNBORN (PG13)
7:00
NOT EASILY BROKEN (PG13)
7:00
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
7:00
MARLEY & ME (PG)
7:00
BEDTIME STORIES (PG)
7:00

www.pandgtheatres.com

36 n. main street
804.436.1010 for reservations  • walk-ins welcome

www.SwanksOnMain.com

will be closed 1-11-09 through 1-15-09

Brass Polishing   
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia   
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g

Fried Herring Breakfast
Pancakes, Sausage & Eggs

Sponsored by

Bethany United Methodist Men
Reedville, Virginia

Saturday, January 10
7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

Donation $10.00

HILLSIDE CINEMA
7321 J. Clayton HigHway 14, glouCester, Va.

Visit our website www.hillsidecinema.com
or call us at (804) 693-2770 or (804) 693-7766

for show schedules and times.

THE  STEAMBOAT RESTAU-
RANT: Enjoy casual dining while 
overlooking the beautiful Pianka-
tank River Golf Club. We offer a 
traditional lunch menu, gourmet 
and traditional evening menus and 
Sunday Brunch selections. Open 
Tues.-Sat., 11:00 am - 2:30 pm, 
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. evenings 5:30 
pm - 9:00 pm, and Sunday Brunch 
10:30 am - 2:00 pm. Banquets, 
functions and group outings also 
available. Call 776-6589 (Reserva-
tions suggested). Located off Rt. 33 
at 629, Hartfi eld, Va.

SWANK’S ON MAIN: Continental 
dining experience located down-
town at 36 N. Main Street. Enjoy 
dishes with a southern fl air in a 
warm and inviting atmosphere 
with full bar and an extensive 
wine list.  Sun. Brunch 11-2, Sun. 
Dinner 5:30-8, M-Th. Dinner 5-9, 
F-Sat. Dinner 5-10, Daily early bird 
Special M-Th 5-6.

TALK OF THE TOWN COFFEE 
HOUSE: Featuring a wide selection 
of gourmet coffees. Freshly pre-
pared pastries, wraps and salads. 
Delicious ice cream. 41 S. Main 
St., Kilmarnock 436-TALK (8255). 
Open 7 days a week.

THE TAVERN RESTAURANT:     
Exceptional comfort food in 
lovingly restored Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern, Heathsville. 
Homemade breads, soups, des-
serts, & more. Local seafood & 
produce featured. Lunch & Din-
ner, Wed-Sat. 580-7900.

TOWN BISTRO: Casual upscale 
dining in an intimate setting. Fea-
turing a Seasonal Menu of locally 
inspired dishes. Open Kitchen. Full 
Bar. Dinner Only. Chef owned 
and operated. 62 Irvington Road, 
Kilmarnock. 435-0070. 

U P P ER DEC K C R AB & RI B 
HOUSE: Featuring fresh local 
seafood in an inviting riverfront 
atmosphere. Thurs. 4-8pm, Friday 
5-10pm,  Sat.  12pm-10pm, Sun. 
11am-5pm. 1947 Rocky Neck 
Road, Mollusk,VA. Near Lively. 
462-7400.

WILLABY’S: Comfortable casual 
atmosphere. Featuring daily chef’s 
specials, gourmet burgers & delec-
table desserts. Eat in or carry out 
available. Monday-Saturday 11-3. 
Items available for take home until 
4:00. White Stone. (L) 435-0044.

BUENOS NACHOS MEXICAN 
GRILL: Delicious Mexican fare in an 
exciting atmosphere. Outdoor seat-
ing available. Mon.-Thurs. 11:00am-
8:00pm. Fri. & Sat. 11:00am-9:30pm. 
Sunday 12pm-3pm. 45 S Main St. 
Kilmarnock. 435-6262.

COCOMO’S: Where summer never 
ends! Open for breakfast, lunch 
& dinner. Specializing in fresh 
seafood overlooking Broad Creek. 
Call for special events and seasonal 
hours.1134 Timberneck Road, Del-
taville. 804-776-8822

DIXIE DELI: Family owned and 
operated (forever!) Serving lunch 5 
days a week, Mon-Fri., 10:30-3:00, 
Subs, soup, our famous potato & 
chicken salad and sandwiches, 
50 Irvington Rd., Kilmarnock 
435-6745.

LEE’S RESTAURANT: Hometown 
cooking and atmosphere in a 
popular downtown Kilmarnock 
tradition. Full menu, fresh local 
seafood in season, homemade pies 
made daily, Beer & Wine on prem-
ises. (B,L,D) Main St. Kilmarnock, 
435-1255

SAL’S PIZZA:Pizza, Subs, Burg-
ers, Dinners, Beer & Wine. Large 
parties welcome. Dine in; carry 
out. 456 N. Main St., Kilmarnock. 
435-6770, 435-1384. 

HORN HARBOR HOUSE SEA-
FOOD RESTAURANT: 836 Horn 
Harbor Rd., Burgess, VA 22432, 
804-453-3351; Come by Land or by 
Sea: Hours: Dinner: Wed., Thurs., 
Sun., 5-9 pm; Fri., Sat. 5-10 pm; 
Nightly Specials, Fresh Seafood 
and Hand cut steaks, full menu 
available in lounge and deck Wed. 
- Sun. (Weather Permitting)

SANDPIPER RESTAURANT: Est. 
1982. Casual relaxed dining with 
friendly service. Featuring nightly 
specials, charbroiled steaks and 
fresh seafood dishes. Full menu. (D) 
Route 3, White Stone. 435-6176.

ST ANDREWS GRILL AT THE 
TARTAN GOLF CLUB
Open daily 11-3; Closed Tuesday. 
Daily Specials. Homemade Soups, 
Salads, Seafood and Sandwiches. 
Call 438-6009 

Your guide to the most delicious food & tastiest treats 
in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula.

Special M-Th 5-6.

at 629, Hartfi eld, Va.

Open 7 days a week.

ner, Wed-Sat. 580-7900.

435-6770, 435-1384. 

- Sun. (Weather Permitting)

Route 3, White Stone. 435-6176.

Call 435-1701 
to join the Record’s 

Dining Guide

THE WINTER MARKET
AT REEDVILLE

On Main Street in Historic 
“Festival Halle”

Free Admission
Indoor and Outdoor Booths

Diverse Array of Artists and Vendors 
Quality Arts and Crafts
Cafe and Concessions 

Great Way to Spend a Winter’s Day!!
           

Saturday, Jan. 10th

9:00 am - 2:30 pm

For information, call 453-6529

January
8 Thursday 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
AA meets at 8 p.m. at De 
Sales Hall and Kilmarnock 
United Methodist Church.
Acoustic Night at Cruisers 
Sports Bar in Gloucester. 693-
6246.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m.  at The Art 
of Coffee in Montross. 493-
0873.
The Wetlands Board for 
Lancaster County will meet at 
9:30 a.m. at the courthouse in 
Lancaster.
The Irvington Town Council 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the 
town office at 235 Steamboat 
Road.
The White Stone Town 
Council will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the town office at 433 
Rappahannock Drive.
The Upper Lancaster 
Ruritan Club will meet at 6:30 
p.m. at the Ruritan Center in 
Lively.
A Cancer Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
General Hospital at 3 p.m. 
435-8593.
A Grief Support Group 
meets at 2 p.m. at Henderson 
United Methodist Church near 
Callao.
The Board of Supervisors for 
Northumberland County will 
meet  at 5 p.m.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377

9 Friday 
Bingo will be played at the 
new firehouse in Lively at 7 
p.m.
Celebrate Recovery will 
meet from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
White Stone Church of the 
Nazarene Family Life Center 
at 57 Whisk Drive. 435-98886.
Mr. Entertainment-Glen 
Abbott is featured from 5 
to 9 p.m. at Kentucky Fried 
Chicken on Route 17 in 
Gloucester near the old Wal-
Mart shopping center.
AA meets at noon at Trinity 
Church in Lancaster and at 
8 p.m. at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Kilmarnock.
A Baked Spaghetti Dinner 
will be served by King Carter 
Chapter 5, Order of the 
Eastern Star, from 5 to 8 
p.m. at the Masonic Lodge 
at 48 North Main Street 
in Kilmarnock. $8 adults, 
$3 children. The dinner 
includes baked spaghetti, 
salad, garlic bread, drink 
and dessert. Carry-outs 
available. Purchase tickets 
at Chesapeake Bank main 
branch in Kilmarnock, 
Northern Neck State bank 
in White Stone, or EVB in 
Kilmarnock.
Pianafiddle, a piano/violin 
duo will give a concert Friday, 
January 9, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Richmond County Elementary 
School auditorium. The 
concert is sponsored by 
the Rappahannock Concert 
Association. For ticket 
information, call 493-9522.

10 Saturday
The Jimbo Manion Band will 
be featured at the Coles Point 
Tavern at 9 p.m.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377.
A Half-Price Yard Sale will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. by the Northumberland 
County Animal Shelter at 
the Northumberland County 
School Board building in 
Lottsburg.
AA meets at 8 p.m. at 
Irvington United Methodist 
Church.
The Tidewater Oyster 
Gardeners Association will 
hold its annual membership 
meeting from 3 to 5 p.m. 
at Watermen’s Hall on the 
Gloucester Point Campus of 
the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science.
The Winter Market at 
Reedville will be held from 9 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Festival 
Halle.
The Library Lottery Drawing 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Lancaster Community 
Library in Kilmarnock. Grand 
prize is $10,000. Tickets  may 
be available for purchase at 
$100 each through January 9. 
435-1729.

10 Saturday
CPR For The Professional 
Rescuer will begin at 8.30 
a.m. at the River Counties 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross at 39 Harris Road in 
Kilmarnock. Reservations are 
required, 435-7669.
The Monthly Meeting of the 
Middle Peninsula African-
American Genealogical and 
Historical Society of Virginia 
will begin at 11 a.m. at the 
Essex County Public Library 
at 117 North Church Lane in 
Tappahannock. 
Babygarten for toddlers, 
ages six months to 2 years, 
will be held at the Lancaster 
Community Library in 
Kilmarnock, beginning at 
10:30 a.m. 
The Saturday Edition 
RFM Quilt Guild will meet 
at Material Girl in Burgess 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  
Tippie Deleo will present the 
program.

11 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
holds its lunch brunch 
at Swank’s on Main in 
Kilmarnock immediately 
following church services.
Mr. Entertainment-Glen 
Abbott, will be featured at 
Kentucky Fried Chicken in 
Kilmarnock from 5 to 8 p.m.
AA meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at White Stone United 
Methdodist Church.
The Northern Neck Rose 
Society will meet at 2 p.m. at 
the Middlesex Woman’s Club 
in Urbanna. Refreshments will 
be served.
Sundays at Two will feature 
“Little Red Riding Hood: 
Victim, Seductress  or 
Heroine? A History 
Examined,” presented by 
Lisa Thalhimer, at 2 p.m. at 
the Lancaster Community 
Library at 235 School Street in 
Kilmarnock.

12 Monday  
Historyland Community 
Workshop will hold its 
2009 business meeting in 
the conference room of the 
Lancaster Community Library 
in Kilmarnock at 10 a.m.
Flotilla 33 of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary meets at 
7:30 p.m. in Grace House of 
Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The School Board for 
Lancaster County will meet at 
6:30 p.m. at Lancaster Middle 
School in Kilmarnock.
The School Board for 
Northumberland County will 
meet at  5 p.m.  at the school 
board office in Lottsburg.
A Neuromuscular Support 
Group will meet at 10 a.m. 
at Riverside Wellness and 
Fitness Center on Hobbs Hole 
Road in Tappahannock. 443-
9657.

12 Monday
The Five Rivers Fiber Guild 
will meet in the Wicomico 
Episcopal Parish House at 
Wicomico Church from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. A program 
on tapestry weaving will be 
presented by Alice Noyes.
AA meets at noon at Palmer 
Hall.
A Bird Walk, sponsored by 
the Northern Neck Audubon 
Society, will explore the Wilna 
Unit of the Rappahannock 
River Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge near Warsaw. 
Participants should meet in the 
parking lot of Grace Episcopal 
Church in Kilmarnock at 7:45 
a.m. to carpool to the site, or 
meet onsite at the pond at 8:30 
a.m.

13 Tuesday  
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 
Weems. 462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377.
Duplicate Bridge will 
be played at 1 p.m. at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. 435-3441.
The Rappahannock Pistol 
And Rifle Club will meet at 7 
p.m. at the Chesapeake Bank 
training facility at 51 School 
Street in Kilmarnock. 435-
2143.
The Woman’s Club Of 
Northumberland will meet at 
12:30 p.m. at the club house in 
Lottsburg. 580-8205.
Boat Talk, an exchange of 
ideas  on classic and wooden 
boats, will be held at 2 p.m. 
at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 462-9829.
AA meets at 7 p.m. and at 8 
p.m. at Palmer Hall.
The Planning Commission 
for Kilmarnock will meet at 7 
p.m. at the town hall at 514 
North Main Street.
The Military Officers 
Association of America 
will meet at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury at 
11:30 a.m. The fee is $15. 
Preregistration is requested 
by sending a check prior to 
January 9 to NNMOAA, P.O. 
Box 786, Kilmarnock VA 
22482.

14 Wednesday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.

14 Wednesday 
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 2 p.m. at 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock. 453-
2633.
The Lancaster County 
Lions Club meets at 6:30 
p.m. at Rose’s Crab House.
A Parkinson’s Support 
Group will meet at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury at 1 p.m. 435-
9553.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of White 
Stone. $2. 435-6207. 
Acoustic Night at Damon 
& Company in Gloucester. 
693-7218.
Al-Anon meets at noon at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
AA meets at 8 p.m. Trinity 
Church.
Mahjong Day will be held 
by the Woman’s Club of 
Lancaster beginning at 
10 a.m. at the clubhouse 
in Lancaster. $15. 
Refreshments, beverages 
and lunch will be served. For 
reservations, call 462-0495.
The Northern Neck Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District will meet at 7 
p.m. at the Northern 
Neck Planning District 
Commission office building 
in Warsaw.

15 Thursday  
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art 
of Coffee in Montross. 493-
0873.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern. 580-3377.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet 
at 2 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Community College in 
Warsaw.
Acoustic Night at Cruisers 
Sports Bar in Gloucester. 
693-6246.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of White 
Stone. $2. 435-6207.
The Planning Commission 
for Lancaster County 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
courthouse in Lancaster.
The Planning Commission 
for Northumberland County 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
courthouse in Heathsville.
AA meets at 8 p.m. at De 
Sales Hall and Kilmarnock 
United Methodist Church.
The Northern Neck/Middle 
Peninsula Chapter of 
the Virginia Aeronautical 
Historical Society will meet 
at noon at the Pilot House 
Restaurant in Topping. 
Visitors welcome.
A Grief Support Group 
meets at 2 p.m. at 
Henderson United Methodist 
Church near Callao.
The Northern Neck Chapter 
of the Virginia Native Plant 
Society will meet at noon at 
Wicomico Parish Church Hall 
in Wicomico Church. Nancy 
Ross Hugo will describe the 
Remarkable Trees of Virginia  
book project.  Bring a brown 
bag lunch. Tea, coffee and 
light refreshments will be 
available.
Winter Warmers, an 
environmental lecture series 
at Belle Isle State Park, will 
feature  “Living Shorelines, 
Erosion Control, and Habitat 
Enhancement,” with Bobbie 
Burton. The free lecture will 
begin at 1 p.m. at the Visitor 
Center. A $2 parking fee 
applies. 462-5030. 

(Submit calendar items to  
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

Lottery drawing is Saturday
From left, Donna Berger and Susie Pierce, co-presidents of 
the Women’s Club of Lancaster County, purchase the club’s 
annual Library Lottery ticket from Glo Engle in support of 
the Lancaster Community Library. Tickets are $100 each. 
The drawing will be held at the library in Kilmarnock Sat-
urday, January 10, at 10:30 a.m. Grand prize is $10,000. 
Friday, January 9 is the last day to purchase tickets. To pur-
chase a ticket, stop by the library at 235 School Street, visit 
lancasterlibrary.org, or call 435-1729.

Email your NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com
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Lancaster Players  
present

Neil Simon’s

“Plaza Suite”
February 5, 6, 7 & 12, 13, 14 Evenings

7:00 pm Social Hour - 8:00 pm Curtain

February 15 Matinee
2:00 pm Social Hour - 3:00 pm Curtain

$20 for Adults
Includes complimentary cheese, fruit and crackers platter

At The Playhouse in White Stone

Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776 or

Visit lancasterplayers.org

THE KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
presents

“COME TOGETHER” A Tribute to the Beatles
TickeTs are selling fasT!!

JANUARY 17, 2008  •  8:00 PM

Lancaster 
Middle School Theater

Tickets available at the 
following locations:

Bank of Lancaster
100 S.Main St., Kilmanock

Hair Design Studio
89 S. Main St., Kilmarnock

Lee’s Restaurant
      30 S. Main St., Kilmarnock

Noblett Appliance - 17 S. Main St., Kilmarnock
Heads Up Hairworks - 80 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

A LIMITED NUMBER OF TICKETS MAY BE 
AVAILABLE ON THE NIGHT OF THE SHOW

Baked Spaghetti dinner

SPONSORED BY THE LADIES OF
King Carter #5, ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR

January 9 • 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

$8 for adults
$3 for children 6 and under
LANCASTER MASONIC 

UNION LODGE #88
Main Street, Kilmarnock

Baked Spaghetti
Salad, Garlic Bread,

Drinks & Dessert

For a monthly community calendar visit:
www.connectnetwork.org/rappahannock

Music & Game Night
Every Thursday games start at 4, music @ 6
Bring your favorite game (some games on hand)  
and enjoy the week’s musical entertainment

Rotating karaoke, DJ and local talent
$5 appetizer buffet as well as our regular menu

Call for details!

CoCoMo’s
r e s t a u r a n t

Where Summer Never Ends

1134 Timberneck Road   W   Deltaville, Va.   W   776-8822
Overlooking Broad Creek

Specializing in fresh 
seafood & hand cut 
charbroiled steaks

est. 1982

Full menu •  Nightly Specials

850 Rappahannock Dr • White Stone
Tuesday- Saturday open at 5 pm

804.435.6176

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Oberammergau
Passion Play

Sept. 6 - 15, 2010
Every 10  yrs., the Passion Play at Oberammergau 
is presented. This event put on by the 2000 village 

residents, creates a powerful story of the life & 
death of Jesus.

Discover Switzerland, Bavaria 
& Austria on this 10 day tour.

Limited tickets available. 
Make your reservations early

n Art forum
The 2009 monthly Art 

Forum series, sponsored 
by the Rappahannock Art 
League (RAL), will open at 1 
p.m. January 26 at the Studio 
Gallery at 19 North Main 
Street in Kilmarnock with 
“Virginia Watercolor Society 
(VWS) Show Winners.” 

RAL and VWS member 
Mary Jo Beswick will pres-
ent projections of the com-
plete exhibit of paintings 
accepted into the 2008 
VWS Exhibition, including 
works by five RAL mem-
bers. Jacqui Colligan, Anne 
Hayes, Rose Nygaard, Elise 
Ritter and Sue Crave Rosen 
will discuss their entries 
with the audience. The $5 fee 
covers a catered lunch; call 
436-9309.

n Baby caps
Community knitters are urged 

to continue to knit baby caps for 
the Family Maternity Center 
of the Northern Neck. Fnished 
caps may be left at the Lancaster 
Community Library in Kilmar-
nock or the Northumberland 
Public Library in Heathsville. 

Bag the caps and include 
name and telephone number.  
Mention Judi Caples to the 
library staffs. There may be a 
supply of yarn at each library.

n Baked spaghetti
The King Carter Chapter 

No. 5, Order of the Eastern 
Star will hold its annual baked 
spaghetti dinner Friday, Janu-
ary 9, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the 
Masonic Lodge Hall Build-
ing at 48 North Main Street 
in Kilmarnock. Dinner prices 
are $8 for adults and $3 for 
children age 6 and younger.

Dinner includes baked spa-
ghetti, salad, garlic bread, 
drink and dessert. Carry-out 
is available. Tickets are avail-
able at Chesapeake Bank’s 
main branch in Kilmarnock, 
at Northern Neck State Bank 
in White Stone and at EVB 
Bank in Kilmarnock.

n Beatles show
The Kilmarnock Volunteer 

Fire Department in association 
with Fatt Catt Productions will 
present “Come Together,” a 
Tribute to the Beatles, at 8 p.m. 
January 17 at the Lancaster 
Middle School Theater in Kil-
marnock. Tickets are $20.  All 
seats are reserved.

Tickets are available in Kil-
marnock at Bank of Lancaster 
main branch at 100 South Main 
Street, Crowther Ford and Mer-
cury at 405 North Main Street, 
Noblett Appliance at 17 South 
Main Street and Hair Design 
Studio at 89 South Main Street. 
Call 435-6880, or email jan@
fcpsound.net.

n Business meeting
Historyland Community 

Workshop will hold its 2009 
business meeting in the con-
ference room of the Lan-
caster Community Library in 
Kilmarnock, Monday, Janu-
ary 12, at 10 a.m.

Meanwhile, the Monday 
workshop craft sessions will 
resume meeting March 2.

n Community theater
The Lancaster Players will 

present “Plaza Suite” by Neil 
Simon at The Playhouse in 
White Stone February 5, 6, 
7, 12, 13, and 14 at 8 p.m., 
and February 15 at 3 p.m. 
A social hour will begin an 
hour before curtain time.

Seats are $20 for adults. 
Prepaid reservations are 
required. Visit lancasterplay-
ers.org, or call 435-3776.

n Genealogy meeting
The Middle Peninsula Afri-

can-American Genealogical 
and Historical Society of Vir-
ginia will meet Saturday, Janu-
ary 10, at 11 a.m. at the Essex 
County Public Library at 117 
North Church Lane in Tappa-
hannock.

Those attending the meeting 
will be urged to share recent 
genealogical successes and dis-
coveries, as well as roadblocks 
that they may have encountered 
in their family research. There 
will be an opportunity for indi-
viduals to set goals for their 
family history research and to 
elicit help from the group.  

n Inauguration  
celebration

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocrats will host a celebration 
of the inauguration of Barack 
Obama as the 44th President of 
the United States January 20 at 
The Beacon in Topping. 

A cash bar will open at 5:30 
p.m., followed by a buffet 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. The fee is 
$25 per person. RSVP by Janu-
ary 5 to 436-0605, 436-0516, 
bayscape@Kaballero.com, or 
mcgmac45@aol.com.

n Inauguration luncheon
The Northumberland County 

Community Center Organiza-
tion (NCCCO) will host an 
inauguration viewing and lun-
cheon beginning at 10 a.m. 
January 20 at the Browns Store 
Road facility. The swearing-in 
ceremony is at noon, followed 
by a parade. 

Donations for the lun-
cheon will benefit NCCCO. 
For advance reservations, call 
Inez Bates at 580-8195, or Dot 
Smith at 580-8028.

n Lee Symposium
Stratford Hall Plantation 

will host a Robert E. Lee 
Symposium on Civil War His-
tory January 22 through 24. 
The symposium will explore 
the Civil War through primary 
documents, group discussions 
and lectures, as well as visit 
several battlefields.

Historians Peter Carmichael, 
Aaron Sheehan-Dean, and 
Elizabeth Brown Pryor will 
lead the group. Contact  assis-
tant director of education Laura 
Lawfer at 493-8038, ext. 1920 
with questions.

n Oyster growers
The Tidewater Oyster Gar-

deners Association will hold 
its annual membership meet-
ing January 10 from 3 to 5 
p.m. at Watermen’s Hall on the 
Gloucester Point Campus of 
the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science.

The featured presentation 
is “An Economic Evalua-
tion of the Nutrient Assimila-
tion Potential for Commercial 
Oyster Aquaculture Operations 
in The Chesapeake Bay,” by 
Alex Miller and Dr. Kurt Ste-
phenson of Virginia Tech.

n Parade on TV
Kilmarnock’s annual illumi-

nated Christmas parade will be 
featured on Cable Channel 24 
television January 8 and 9 at 10 
a.m. and 6 p.m.

n Plant society meeting
The  Northern Neck Chap-

ter of the Virginia Native Plant 
Society  will meet  at noon 
January 15 at the Wicomico 
Parish Church (Episcopal) Hall 
in Wicomico Church. Guest 
speaker  Nancy Ross Hugo, 
coordinator of the  Remark-
able Trees of Virginia  Project,  
will illustrate  the collaborative 
process by which a representa-
tive sample of Virginia’s oldest, 
largest, most historic, cultur-
ally significant, or otherwise 
remarkable trees were located, 
photographed and described. 

Folks are reminded to bring 
a brown bag lunch. Tea, coffee 
and light refreshments will be 
available. 

n Poe stamp
On Friday, January 16, 

the U.S. Postal Service will 
release its new Edgar Allen 
Poe stamp in honor of Poe’s 
200th birthday. Because 
Richmond was at the center 
of Poe’s life, the Postal Ser-
vice will hold a First Day of 
Issue Ceremony from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Library of 
Virginia at 800 East  Broad 
Street in Richmond.

The ceremony will be 
held by the Postal Service 
in partnership with the Poe 
Museum, Library of Virginia 
and St. John’s Church.

n Roast beef dinner
Noted author, historian, 

genealogist and musical 
director Carolyn Jett will put 
on her gourmet chef ’s hat 
and supervise the prepara-
tion of a roast beef dinner for 
Fairfields United Methodist 
Church in Burgess January 
17. She will be assisted by 
members of the church.

The dinner will be in the 
church social hall from 5 to 7 
p.m. The menu will be roast 
beef, gravy, mashed pota-
toes, green beans, desserts, 
dinner rolls and beverages. 
Admission will be a dona-
tion. Takeout is available by 
calling 453-2631.

n Rose meeting
The Northern Neck Rose 

Society will meet at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, January  11, at the 
Middlesex Woman’s Club in 
Urbanna. Refreshments will 
be served.

A panel of members will 
share their experiences with 
selecting roses for their gar-
dens, including climbers, 
hybrid teas for cutting, small 
garden varieties, antiques, 
old garden roses and those 
that can’t fail. For directions 
or membership information, 
email nnrosesociety@yahoo.
com, or call 435-0032.

n The Nutcracker
The Northern Neck Youth 

Performing Arts Foundation 
will present The Nutcracker, a 
ballet in two acts, at the Lan-
caster Middle School Theater 
in Kilmarnock. Shows will 
begin at 7 p.m. January 23 and 
2 p.m. January 24. 

Advance tickets are $8 for 
adults, $7 for youth and $6 for 
children under age 5. An addi-
tional $2 per ticket at the door. 
For tickets, call 333-4277.

n Watershed meeting
A citizens’ watershed imple-

mentation plan meeting will 
be held at 2 p.m. January 23 at 
the Upper Deck Restaurant in 
Lancaster County at the end of 
Rocky Neck Road. The meet-
ing is for all “stakeholders” 
in the Greenvale Creek water-
shed and other Northern Neck 
watersheds.

n Winter market
The Winter Market at Reed-

ville will be held Saturday, 
January 10, from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Festival Halle 
in Reedville. There will be 
dozens of artisans and ven-
dors with quality arts and 
crafts, food products and con-
cessions.

Tuesday painters display works
The works of Betty Taylor, Rita Stover, Carolyn Hawley, Bar-
bara Dolney, Susan Judd, Pat Ramey, Pat O’Shaughnessy 
and Rich Kantor will be displayed at the Lancaster Commu-
nity Library in Kilmarnock during January. The group meets 
every Tuesday at the Studio Gallery in Kilmarnock for infor-
mal painting, working in many mediums with no instruc-
tion. To join the group, call Betty Taylor at 435-2143. There 
is a $2 fee for each painting session.

Area Events

n Garden lights
The Lewis Ginter Botanical 

Garden GardenFest of Lights 
continues nightly through 
January 12 from 5 to 10 p.m. 
The show features more than 
a million lights throughout 
the garden. 

The Lewis Ginter Botani-
cal Garden is at 1800 Lake-
side Avenue in Richmond. 
For tickets, fees and direc-
tions, call 262-9887, or visit 
www.lewisginter.org.

n Influential women
“A Creative Dynasty: 

Four Generations of Virginia 
Women” continues through 
January 17 at the Virginia His-
torical Society at 428 North 
Boulevard in Richmond. For 
directions, hours and admission 
information, call 358-4901, or 
visit vahistorical.org.

n Portraits
“Heads and Tales,” a rotat-

ing portrait exhibit, continues 
through April at the Virginia 
Historical Society at 428 North 
Boulevard in Richmond. For 
directions, hours and admission 
information, call 358-4901, or 
visit vahistorical.org.
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Over 20 years ago I traveled up to Washington 
to see “The Treasure Houses of Britain” exhibit 
at The National Gallery of Art. It remains to 
this day the greatest museum exhibition I have 
seen and I often page through the magnificent 
volume of a catalog reliving the experience.  
Now there is a runner-up in that category of 
excellence. Over Christmas our family went to 
The National Gallery to see “Pompeii and the 
Roman Villa, Art and Culture Around the Bay 
of Naples.”

This time the gallery has brought over a vast 
collection from various museums in Italy and 
assembled it along with items from other Amer-
ican and European holdings to transport the 
visitor into the world of Pompeii prior to its lev-
eling by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 
A.D. The Roman Empire was at its zenith then 
and wealthy Romans enjoyed traveling south to 
avail themselves of the thermal baths around the 
Bay of Naples. Ironically, those baths were part 
of the aftermath of volcanic activity from Vesu-
vius over previous centuries.

The rich tourists built villas overlooking the 
bay and townhouses in Pompeii and Hercula-
neum, a nearby city also near the foot of the 
volcano. People of that affluence did not want to 
“go camping” for their holidays, thus they built 
grand villas and brought in artists and sculptors 
to adorn their vacation homes with a level of 
beauty commensurate with what they had in 
Rome. In one day, all of that, along with their 
very lives came to an abrupt, violent, and rapid 
end when Vesuvius burst forth.

I have passed a dormant Vesuvius on the 
train while journeying to Sicily, where I passed 
directly under an erupting Mount Etna. I was 
there at night and seeing the sky bright with the 
volcanic fire teeming from the top of the moun-
tain, I thought of our Roman progenitors, and 
wondered why they had built under a volcano 
in the first place.

Part of the historical benefit of the Vesuvian 
eruption of 79 came in the form of the speed with 
which it froze the Romans’ home-away-from-
home in time. When archeological digs began in 
the 18th century, everything was exposed, pre-
cisely as it had existed when life went on there. 
The frescos on the walls and the sculptures in 
the homes and gardens were intact, ready to 

show generations, centuries later, what Roman 
life had been. This exhibition conveys that ele-
ment of immediacy. Unlike many historical sites 
where we see the past through the accumulation 
of millennia of growth, with Pompeii we see it 
exactly as it was.

Southern Italy, once a Greek colony, also 
remains the best place to see Greek culture in 
its purest form. The archeological site of Paes-
tum, not far from Pompeii, contains many of the 
best-preserved buildings from the great ages of 
Greek architecture. After the Greek world came 
under Roman influence following the conquest 
in 146 B.C., the Romans threw themselves into 
absorbing as much of Greek culture as they 
could. Nowhere was this adoption more visible 
than in the villas around the Bay of Naples.

When all of that activity halted on June 28, 79 
A.D., Pompeii and Herculaneum became time 
capsules waiting to be opened. In 1738, arche-
ologists began unearthing Herculaneum, and a 
decade later they turned to Pompeii. All across 
Europe people became consumed with inter-
est about what was being found, and southern 
Italy again became a tourist destination. Every 
young person sent on the Grand Tour of Europe 
was expected to see Pompeii and Herculaneum. 
Over the past three centuries, hundreds of thou-
sands of artifacts have re-appeared and some of 
the finest of the lot have come to Washington 
for this exhibition. 

Surprisingly, many of the items on display 
came to light only in the last 30 years, as dig-
ging has progressed in and around the original 
sites; hence, we can see some things that are not 
long out of the ash and hardened lava. As one 
goes through, the movement from room to room 
increases the intensity of the exhibits, and the 
last part shows the various ways modern artists 
have presented Pompeii and Herculaneum, now 
as fitting subjects in their excavated states. 

Without going to Europe, if you want to see 
the ancient world as it truly was, make a trip 
to Washington before the exhibition closes on 
March 22, and plan on making a day of it. My 
good friend, the late historian C. Jackson Sim-
mons, used to say that a word was worth a thou-
sand pictures, but in this instance I think even 
he would have to admit a visit is worth a thou-
sand books.

Excerpts by Henry Lane Hull

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert Pollard

“Balancing the budget” is 
more than just a figure of speech 
– it is truly the act of balancing 
the revenues collected against 
the appropriations spent.  As 
with any household budget, 
when revenue decreases, so 
too must spending.

In my last column, I provided 
the synopsis on the governor’s 
proposed recommendations 
to the budget, addressing the 
forecasted $2.9 billion revenue 
shortfall.  As indicated by the 
House Appropriation’s staff, 
the governor’s budget recom-
mendations basically represent 
a series of tax policy changes. 

 While this is not the easi-
est reading, the following are 
the details of the governor’s 
policy changes highlighted in 
last week’s synopsis - again, 
as summarized by the House 
Appropriation’s staff:
 “Capital outlay

The savings strategies pro-
posed by the Governor utilize 
about $360.7 million in gen-
eral fund savings from capital 
outlay, including supplanting 
$350 million GF with VCBA 
and VPBA bonds for existing 
projects. This includes shifting 
capital project funds from the 
Charlotte prison project ($10.7 
million), along with capital 
projects at UVA ($8.9 mil-
lion), Radford College ($7.1 
million) and UVA Medical 
Center ($40.0 million). 
 Employee pay raises

The Governor proposes 
eliminating all pay raises 
included in Chapter 879 for all 
employee groups for a savings 
of $242.3 million.
 Public education

The Governor’s proposal for 
education has a net biennial 
decrease of $691.9 million.  
The majority of the savings, 
$583.7 million, occur in the 
second year of the budget. 
These adjustments are due to: 
technical and mandated adjust-
ments attributable to the pro-
jected slowing of enrollment 
growth, a proposed policy 
change for support positions, 
elimination of a salary adjust-
ment, and the elimination of 
construction grants.

The largest proposed 
amendment changes the cur-
rent policy for how the state 
funds education support posi-
tions – personnel not in the 
classroom. This action applies 
a funding cap of one funded 
support position to every 4.03 
funded instructional positions 
and saves $340.9 million the 
second year.

 The proposed budget also 
reallocates the use of Lottery 
funds from school construction 
grants to education programs 
resulting in total savings of 

$55.8 million the second year.
 Further, the budget also 

recommends eliminating the 
$27.5 million from the school 
facilities construction grant 
program in the second year.
Tobacco Products
Tax Increase 

Proposes to increase the 
cigarette tax from 30 cents to 
60 cents per pack and increase 
the other tobacco tax to 25 
cents per ounce effective July 
1, 2009, generating approxi-
mately $155 million in FY 
2010 with the revenues being 
used to offset general fund 
appropriations for the state’s 
share of Medicaid costs. 

 Other proposals to increase 
revenue include:

• Elimination of dealer dis-
count on sales tax. The Gover-
nor proposes to eliminate the 
“dealer discount” which allows 
retailers to retain between 2 
and 4 percent of the sales taxes 
they collect (based on volume 
of sales) generating $64.3 mil-
lion each year.

• Land Preservation Tax 
Credit annual cap. Proposes 
to reduce the amount of Land 
Preservation Tax Credit that 
may be claimed on income 
tax returns from $100,000 
to $50,000 per taxpayer and 
would extend the period during 
which a taxpayer can claim the 
credit. This would generate 
$50.0 million in FY 2010.”

 There are additional policy 
change recommendations the 
governor is proposing that shift 
monies and cut spending in the 
other areas, including public 
safety, higher education, and 
health and human services 
(Medicare/Medicaid).

 Now that the governor has 
proposed the budget, it will 
be the job of the legislature to 
make the final determination 
of how to balance the budget.

 A copy of the full synopsis 
is available at albertpollard.
com.

             *******

As the 2009 General Assem-
bly prepares to kick off, we will 
be facing a host of new prob-
lems – most of them related to 
money. 

 But a glance at some of the 
pre-filed legislation means not 
all issues are related to money.  
Some of the bills we are facing 
range from the serious to the 
sublime to the ridiculous.  A 
smattering of the bills already 
filed are below.

 HB 1602 requires that by 
2013, local school divisions 
must employ one teacher who 
has current board certification 
as a behavior analyst for every 
25 students with autism.

This is a well intentioned 
measure that has merit, but 

doesn’t take into account the 
fiscal impact it would have on 
smaller school districts such as 
ours.  Additionally, it appears 
to be an unfunded mandate 
in a year when the budget is 
shrinking.

 HB 1623 would limit the lia-
bility of commercial fishermen 
who participate in agri-tourism.  
The bill uses similar language 
from the Agritourism Activity 
Liability Act, passed in 2006, 
so that commercial watermen 
can get insurance and take 
paying tourists on the bay.

The bill makes sense and 
does not remove liability for 
gross negligence.  I intend to 
add my name as a co-patron.

 HB 1615 prohibits opera-
tion of a motor vehicle, bicy-
cle, electric personal assistive 
mobility device, electric 
power-assisted bicycle, or 
moped on the highways in the 
Commonwealth while using 
any wireless telecommunica-
tion device for the purpose of 
sending, receiving, or reading 
any text message.

I will support the bill, but 
like a lot of measures that 
attempt to legislate common 
sense, it will be hard for police 
and deputies to enforce until an 
accident has already occurred.

 HB 1624 mandates that the 
Board of Education include in 
its model policy on bullying, 
harassment, and intimidation 
specific things that create a 
“hostile educational environ-
ment by substantially interfer-
ing…and is motivated by an 
actual or perceived personal 
characteristic including race, 
national origin, marital status, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, religion, ancestry, 
physical attributes, socioeco-
nomic status, familial status, 
or physical or mental ability or 
disability…”

Bullying is bad, and harass-
ment because someone is 
different is plain wrong but 
writing laws trying to stop it 
is difficult at best.  Teaching 
our children respect for others 
is an issue better addressed by 
parents, not the legislature.

HB 1635 would require, 
during a legislative session, 
a member to report within 24 
hours any gift that would be 
reportable on his annual dis-
closure form.

In general, Virginia’s 
requirements for reporting of 
gifts and other ethics laws are 
so lax that measures to tighten 
them are worthy of support.  
My only suggestion is because 
of the overwhelming and time 
sensitive nature of the busi-
ness of the legislative session, 
increasing the length of time to 
report a gift should be 48 hours 
rather than the 24 hours.   

(Reprints from the January 
8, 1909, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Semi-Annual Winter 
Clearance Sale at 
Schwartzman Brothers, 
White Stone and
Kilmarnock, Va.

It’s an extraordinary chance 
for watchful buyers. Best stan-
dard table Oil-cloth, differ-
ent colors, 12½ cents per yard 
and good heavy men’s fleeced 
and lined underwear worth 50 
cents, special at this sale 35 
cents or three for a $1.00 are 
all on sale. Good heavy men’s 
fleeced lined underwear, worth 
50 cents, special at this sale at 
35 cents each or 3 for a $1.00 
and men’s woolen sweaters 
worth $1.75 special to close 
out at 69 cents each. Men’s best 
50 cents dress shirts, up-to-date 
styles, special for this sale at 
39 cents each. Good pearl but-
tons worth up to 10 cents, sale 
priced at 3 cents a card. Best 
25 cents window shades, all 
colors, priced at 19 cents each. 
Good brass pins, full count, at 
2 cents a paper. Misses’ ribbed 
Sweaters worth $1.25 special 
to close out at 69 cents each. 
Misses ribbed Union Suits, 
regular 50 cent kind, sale price 
22 cents each. Ladies good 
Handkerchiefs, worth up to 10 
cents, special at 4 cents each, 
and 5 cent Handkerchiefs at 2½ 
cents each. Special lot of ladies 
flannel shirt waists, worth from 
$1.00 to $1.50, to close out at 
59 cents each. Special lot of 
ladies shawls worth not less 
than 50 cents to go at 29 cents. 
Come in early and get the full 
benefit of this sale!
Caught on the Fly

Dr. Wayland F. Dunaway, of 
Lancaster, is in Richmond for a 
serious operation.

Mrs. J. W. R. Robins, of Lam-
bert’s Point, near Norfolk, is 
visiting friends at White Stone.

Lieut. Fred Downing, U.S. 
Army, stationed at Washington, 
spent Christmas with his par-
ents at Fairport.
Kilmarnock

Miss Bertha Palmer, of Bal-
timore, was a recent guest of 
Miss Julia Eubank.

Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Cockrell, 
of Lillian, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Meredith Bonner, of Urbanna, 
spent several days during the 
holidays with Mr. and Mrs. W. 
T. Bonner.

Miss Agnes Palmer spent the 
holidays with her sister, Mrs. 
M. S. Stringfellow, at Brawly 
Station, Va. John A. Palmer 
Sr., who has been visiting his 
daughter at that place the past 
six months, returned home just 
before Christmas, accompa-
nied by Mr. Stringfellow.
Irvington

Mrs. E. L. Wilder and little 
son Hunter, of Fredericksburg, 
are visiting relatives here.

Chas. H. Callis has returned 
from a two weeks’ visit to 

friends in Westmoreland 
County.

R. B. Broun, of Northumber-
land, and Ed. Downing Broun, 
of Accomac, called on friends 
here during Christmas week.

Thos. W. Creston, who is 
attending school in Richmond, 
spent the holidays at his home 
here.

Chas. R. Callis, has returned 
from a two weeks’ visit to 
friends in Westmoreland 
county.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library).

Yesteryear
in Lancster

Fairness at home, wisdom 
abroad, oversight in D.C.

The single greatest chal-
lenge facing our country in 
the new year and the years 
ahead is asserting the kind of 
affirmative and creative lead-
ership necessary to regain the 
confidence of the American 
people in our system of gov-
ernance, our nation’s leaders 
and our standing in the world.  

Our formula must contain 
three themes that continue to 
drive my policy decisions and 
instruct efforts I have chosen 
to lead. We need to reshape 
national security policy, 
restore a system of economic 
fairness for all Americans, 
and ensure honesty and open-
ness in government.

Over the past two years 
in the U.S. Senate, we have 
made great strides in all of 
these areas. I will continue 
to aggressively do so in 2009 
and beyond.

On the foreign policy 
front, our nation’s politi-
cal leadership must match 
the quality of our military. 
That means that our foreign 
policy posture and deci-
sions about how and when to 
use our armed forces must 
change. With a new admin-
istration and a new House 
and Senate, we have an 
immediate opportunity and 
responsibility to place great 
emphasis on robust regional 
diplomacy. Only then can 
we begin to withdraw our 
forces from Iraq, restore a 
measure of stability in that 
historically volatile region, 
improve our standing in the 
international community and 
more properly address the 
wide range of foreign policy 
issues that have been danger-
ously ignored over the past 
five years.   

The American people are 
looking for a government 
that believes in principles of 
fundamental fairness—espe-
cially at a time when more 
and more Americans feel 
anxiety about their economic 
future. They need confidence 
that their tax dollars are 
being properly spent, which 
is why I went to great lengths 
to ensure that the economic 
recovery plan passed in 
October offered meaningful 
provisions to limit execu-
tive compensation and give 
taxpayers a chance to share 
in any gains achieved. 

The idea of fairness is also 
why I dedicated the last two 
years to passing a compre-
hensive post-9/11 GI Bill that 
properly rewards those who 
answered the call of duty to 
our country, often at great 
sacrifice. And the prism of 
fairness dictates every policy 
decision that my staff and I 
make. 

Americans are also 
yearning for a government 
that inspires confidence 
and achieves results.  They 
deserve oversight and 
accountability on a wide host 
of issues, including the exor-
bitant cost of this war, which 
is why I worked to establish 
a Commission on Wartime 
Contracting to assess the 
waste, fraud, abuse, and mis-
management of wartime con-
tracts and ensure that those 
responsible are held account-
able. We need this same kind 
of scrutiny and oversight at 
every level of our govern-
ment infrastructure. 

Leaders need to start 
talking frankly about—and 
tackling—issues that are not 
necessarily the most politi-
cally popular. Over the past 
20 months, I have begun a 
serious dialogue about the 
skyrocketing incarceration 
rate in this country—a subject 
that does not get a lot of 
attention from politicians, but 
should.

There is something wrong 
with our criminal justice 
system when we have five 
percent of the world’s popu-
lation and 25 percent of the 
world’s reported prison popu-
lation. Sharp distinctions need 
to be made between offenders 
of violent crimes and those 
incarcerated for drug abuse 
and mental illness. This is 
truly a national crisis that 
deserves dedicated attention 
and viable solutions.

The American people want 
better leadership, and they 
want new approaches. They 
want to believe in their gov-
ernment again. That is what 
we owe them in 2009 and 
beyond.

U.S. Senate
Report

by Sen. Jim Webb
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Tuesday-Saturday 11 am - 5 pm 
Lovely Uptown Lively • 462-6260

After Christmas Sale
Jan. 8th - Jan. 17th

30% off Storewide
40% off Christmas Items

Important Announcement
The River Doctor

Dr. John Lacey’s office is closed.
The River Doctor, Dr. John Lacey’s office is closed. Because 
of his concern and tremendous dedication to his patients, we 
would like to make available the opportunity for his patients 
to pick up their medical records. Your medical records can be 
acquired by calling and leaving a message at

804-436-9120.

With the New Year and 
a new administration, the 
military is preparing for a 
renewed emphasis on the war 
in Afghanistan.

During the holidays, I took 
part in a Congressional del-
egation that spent time with 
our troops in Kuwait, Iraq, 
Bahrain, Afghanistan and Ger-
many.

In Baghdad, we received 
a briefing from Ambassador 
Ryan Crocker and Gen. Ray-
mond Odierno, Commander, 
Multi-National Force, Iraq.  
We also received briefings 
from the 2nd Brigade of the 
1st Armored Division Bri-
gade Combat Team; Lt. Gen. 
Helmick, Commander Multi-
National Security Transition 
Command, Iraq; and the 890th 
Engineering Battalion. 

Since my first trip to Iraq 
last January, the improvement 
in the security of the region 
is remarkable.  Our troops 
are continuing the transfer of 
power to Iraq Security Forces, 
Armed Forces and the Iraqi 
government.  The Status of 
Forces Agreement will go 
into effect at the beginning 
of 2009, and although U.S. 
combat forces will be removed 
from Iraq under this agree-
ment, we will still have Ameri-
cans on the ground there in an 
advisory role.  The timeline of 
these advisory troops will be 
based on input from American 
Commanders on the ground. 

While in Iraq, I was able to 
visit with the 180th Horizontal 
Construction Company, which 
is an engineering unit from 
Richmond and a number of 
other men and women in field 
units throughout Bagdad and 
Al Anbar Province.  Thanks 
to the generous folks of the 
First Congressional District, 
I was able to take them sev-
eral duffle bags of homemade 
cookies, and they were grate-
ful.  I am so proud of the Vir-
ginians there, from all over 
the Commonwealth, who have 
dedicated their lives to serving 
our country.  I can assure you, 
the American men and women 
serving in the Middle East truly 
believe in the mission they are 
performing.  They are some of 
the finest and most dedicated 
people you will ever find.

I had the privilege each day 
at meal time to sit down with 
our men and women in uni-

form from Virginia to take their 
questions and comments and 
to ask them what we needed to 
be doing in Washington to help 
them.  As you can imagine, the 
number one question from the 
troops was about the economy.  
They were anxious and curi-
ous to hear how the economic 
downturn is affecting the aver-
age American and what the 
future looks like.  I told them I 
am cautiously optimistic about 
the situation our country faces.  
Although things are difficult 
now, I believe it is important 
to remember the tremendous 
obstacles our country has sur-
vived in the past.  With hard 
work, determination, patrio-
tism, and a little thriftiness, I 
believe that our country can 
survive the current challenges 
we face.

I’ve said before that the First 
District of Virginia is blessed 
to have so many military fami-
lies.  I had the opportunity to 
call many of the families of the 
men and women I met in Iraq 
when I returned home to thank 
them for their sacrifice for our 
nation.  This time of year is 
tough for many because moms, 
dads, sons and daughters are 
abroad, wearing our country’s 
uniform and defending her 
flag.  It was an honor to spend 
time with our heroes the week 
before Christmas.  To them, 
and to their families whose 
sacrifice is felt more than ever 
this time of year, I extend my 
most heartfelt thanks. 

We spent a day visiting the 
sailors and marines aboard our 
naval fleet in port at Bahrain 
and two days visiting the troops 
on the frontlines of Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom in 
Afghanistan and surveying the 
situation on the ground. Much 
like our time spent in Iraq, the 
experience provided excel-
lent perspective to inform the 
decisions we will make on the 
House Armed Services Com-
mittee in the coming year. 

On our first day in Afghani-
stan, the delegation met with 
Ambassador Woods and the 
senior embassy staff for an 
overview of the current gov-
ernment and our diplomatic 
efforts. This classified brief-
ing updated the members on 
the current political situation 
in Afghanistan.  We then vis-
ited the Commander of the 
International Security Assis-

tance Force (ISAF), Gen. 
David McKiernan, to receive 
an update on how the Afghans 
are maintaining security. This 
update included progress made 
by the troops on the ground for-
mally known as the Combined 
Security Transition Command, 
Afghanistan (CSTC-A).

After the update, we visited 
a private group of foreign and 
local citizens known as Tur-
quoise Mountain. Their goal 
is to build an economy based 
upon the skills of local artisans 
through the sale of their tradi-
tional Afghan culture and art. 

Our second day we began 
at a breakfast meeting with 
the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mike 
Mullen, and the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps, Gen. 
James Conway.  We discussed 
the need for more troops in 
Afghanistan to establish the 
security necessary for politi-
cal progress. After breakfast, 
we traveled to the Kandahar 
province in southwest Afghan-
istan to visit with a number of 
Marine units performing secu-
rity operations in the area.  I 
had the opportunity to meet 
with Marines and soldiers 
from the First District, to see 
the job they’re performing 
firsthand to ask questions and 
to say “Thank You.” 

After two days in Afghanistan, 
we returned to Germany. Here, 
the delegation visited the Land-
stuhl Regional Medical Center 
to spend time with wounded 
warriors. Landstuhl receives all 
wounded service members from 
both Iraq and Afghanistan and 
provides world-class treatment 
prior to continued transport to 
Walter Reed or Bethesda Naval 
Medical Center. This was by far 
the most humbling experience 
of the trip. 

The following year will 
be a crucial year for Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  As a member 
of the House Armed Services 
Committee and a representa-
tive of one of the largest mili-
tary populations in the nation, 
trips like the one I took in 
December are important for 
understanding the needs and 
challenges of our military.  I 
will continue to support efforts 
that will bring our troops home 
safely and victoriously. 

If my office can be of assis-
tance, contact wittman.house.
gov, or call 202-225-4261.

In a word
“This bumper sticker  says it all,” —Rob Ransone, 
Wicomico Church.

From Charlie Costello,
Merry Point

The Lancaster planning 
commission at its January 
15 meeting at the courthouse 
will conduct a public hearing 
regarding Lancaster County’s 
subdivision ordinance sec-
tion 5-26. The draft revision is 
available on the county web-
site.

A quick reading of the draft 
revision would seem to indi-
cate that there would be little 
problem with the proposal. 
Wrong.

The notice indicates that 
this change will be a density 
neutral revision.  Not so.  The 
draft revision at section B(1) 
states: “The total number of 
clustered residential units 
shall not exceed the number 
of units in the base zoning 
district using conventional 
subdivision.”  The problem is 
that this statement ignores the 
overlay districts which provide 
for much less density within 
those districts.  If the current 
wording is allowed, the result 
could well be an increase of 
almost 400 percent in density 
for that portion.

Such a major increase in den-
sity would be a severe shock to 
our fragile infrastructure. The 
need for increased services 
to satisfy the large number of 
dwellings would lead to ever 
larger taxes to finance these 
services.  The solution: insert 
the words  “and/or overlay” 
between “zoning” and “dis-
trict” in the quoted sentence.

The notice also indicates 
that the revision applies to 
“inland subdivisions.”  The 
draft at B(6) states: “Conser-
vation/Cluster Subdivision 
shall not be allowed within 800 
feet of tidal shores.”  It should 
go further and include “wet-
lands.” The sentence should 
be amended to do so. This 
action will keep it in concert 
with the county’s overlay. The 
overlay tracks Virginia’s code 
regarding Resource Protection 
Areas and helps contribute to 

For history’s sake
From Katherine Harding 
Chase, White Stone

 It was such a pleasure to visit 
Edgehill in Northumberland 
County as part of the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum annual 
house tour.

 The Odis Cockrells and the 
Wiggins have done a remarkable 
job restoring and furnishing this 
old house.

There are some misconcep-
tions I’d like to correct. The bro-
chure said Jessie Ball duPont 
and Alfred I. duPont purchased 
Edgehill as a wedding present for 
her sister, Elsie Ball Bowley and 
Albert Bowley in 1920.

The Bowleys were married 
in September 1931 and Alfred 
I. duPont died two minutes past 
midnight April 29, 1935.  The 
deed shows the property was 
purchased by Elsie Ball Bowley 
and Albert Bowley November 1, 
1937. They were married six years 
before they purchased Edgehill 
and Alfred I. duPont had been 
dead for two years when they pur-
chased the property.  Therefore, it 
is unlikely it would have been a 
wedding present.

 A copy of the deed can be 
viewed at the Ball Library in 
Heathsville. The other dates can 
be verified in the book Alfred 
I. duPont, The Family Rebel by 
Marquis James.

Thank you for this opportunity 
to correct important history of 
our area.

From Arlene Spencer,
Portsmouth

Responding to the “Let’s move 
on to real issues” article, why 
wouldn’t President-elect Barack 
Hussein Obama use his real 
name? Is he supposed to leave out 
his middle name?

 I don’t see where he has any-
thing to hide. I know people 
whose name is

Hussein (first and middle 
names) and they are Americans 
citizens. That was Obama’s name 
when he was a Senator. So what 
is the big deal about his name? If 
there are steps that still have to be 
taken in the election process that 
yet have to be taken by President-
elect Obama, then let them be 
taken; so be it.

The issues that some continue 
to voice about are null and void. 
You are trying to find every nega-
tive thing to voice as if it is going 
to make a difference before Janu-
ary 20. You thought it would make 
a difference before November 4 
and it didn’t. It doesn’t appear to 
me that the world at large is wor-
ried about any of this mess you all 
are bringing up.

Now about his house that he 
is maintaining and keeping. So 
what. What is so uppity about 
that? It is so ignorant for you to 
think in such a way. If he chooses 

New terrorists 
discovered
From Denis Ables, Mollusk

“Costs of Neglect,” (Decem-
ber 11) blames Bush for 9/11, 
claiming that he had been warned 
about stateside terror threats by 
the outgoing Clinton administra-
tion, implying that Bush should 
have been able to prevent 9/11 
and blaming him for the collapse 
of the banking industry.

There is no shortage of valid 
complaints about Bush, but nei-
ther of these qualify.

The claim that Bush should 
have been able to prevent 9/11 
is slightly less preposterous than 
the claim that our government 
bombed those buildings. There 
has been no shortage of warn-
ings about stateside terrorists, but 
discovering what the terrorists 
are planning is no small prob-
lem. Even now, fully aware of 
9/11, air travelers are not happy 
about what they must go through 
before boarding. Imagine their 
response without benefit of 9/11 
experience if the government had 
imposed these policies. 

Now obtaining information 
from captured terrorists has 
become considerably more diffi-
cult. Even waterboarding, which 
leaves the victim intact was evi-
dently used on only three terror-
ists, is now forbidden, but it hardly 
matters. With all the publicity, the 
bad guys now understand that 
they will not actually be drowned, 
or harmed in any way.

As for the banking industry 
problems, clearly Bush should 

Congresional Report
by Rep. Robert Wittman

Letters to the Editor
Zoning changes
could increase 
housing density

the overall water quality of the 
Chesapeake Bay.

The draft revision, with the 
above recommended changes, 
will provide more flexibility to 
subdividers, while providing 
continued open space for many 
purposes. It will cut the cost 
for development infrastruc-
ture with smaller lot sizes and 
less required setbacks. While 
the citizens of the county pro-
vide these incentives, they 
don’t deserve a repeat of some 
errors in the past. The subdivi-
sion at the foot of the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
over the Rappahannock which 
has multiple single-dwelling 
units on small lots and lined 
up “shoulder to shoulder” 
might be one example of what 
could happen under a flawed 
ordinance.

Your help is needed. Attend 
the public hearing, and future 
ones of the planning commis-
sion and the board of supervi-
sors, and express your opinion.  
Every person is important and 
your ideas are as valid as any-
one’s.  If we don’t take action 
now, then we shouldn’t com-
plain about what happens and 
ask: “Why did they let this 
happen?”

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. Come early to get a good 
seat.

Here we go again to keep his home, then do so.
Obama cares less about what 

you think. He will do as his bril-
liant mind tells him to do. Anyone 
with his expertise, knowledge and 
financial management knows, it is 
not in anyone’s best interest to sell 
their house at present due to the 
economic crises and the housing 
market. If he was going to sell, he 
would wait for two to five years 
when the market for homes is 
back to their valued cost. Anyone 
would be stupid to sell now.

Other presidents held onto 
their homes although they went 
into the White House. They knew 
they wouldn’t be there forever. 
Just because some can’t afford 
two homes, it doesn’t mean others 
can’t. 

I resent the comment about 
“especially African Americans” 
can’t afford two homes. What do 
you mean by that?

I know many African Ameri-
cans who own more than one 
home, own more land than you 
can imagine in more than one 
place, own their cars and much 
more and several of them all paid 
for, plus have rental property. 

People have some nerve to 
make such statements without 
findings because this is sure not 
true. We can afford anything we 
want if we put our monies in the 
right place.

Even if the federal government 
had released the investigation 
about Gov. Blagojevich before 
the election, it still wouldn’t have 
made a difference just as people 
tried to bring up the issue about 
the illegal aunt of Obama’s, him 
being a Muslim, his birth certifi-
cate and many other issues which 
still didn’t make a difference in 
the election. People still poured 
out to elect Obama as the next 
president. Nothing is going to 
make a difference and he will be 
sworn in as president.

have done more while he had 
control of Congress. However, 
around 2004 he did try, and so did 
McCain, but the Democrats had 
control of both houses by then, 
and they defeated every effort by 
Bush and others to impose more 
oversight of Freddie Mac and 
Fannie Mae. As recently as 2007, 
Rep. Barnie Frank said he was 
“willing to continue throwing the 
dice a bit longer.” The politicians 
who caused this disaster are still 
in power. The two biggest culprits 
are Frank and Sen. Dodd. Videos 
of some of those hearings have 
been floating around on the web. 
After watching them, one would 
have to deny his eyes and ears 
to conclude that Bush is respon-
sible. 

There were other Democrats 
caught on film who also contrib-
uted to this mess. They responded 
to an auditor who was reporting 
bad news to them that this was 
merely another attempt to “lynch” 
Frank Raines, a manager of 
Fannie and Freddie.  Meanwhile, 
Dodd has been holding meetings 
to determine who is to blame.

Freddie and Fannie were gob-
bling up subprime paper, which 
gave them credibility on Wall 
Street and allowed lenders, oth-
erwise reluctant to issue mort-
gages to risky applicants, to do so 
because Freddie and Fannie were 
buying the paper from them. The 
managers of these outfits quickly 
revised their bonus criteria to 
reward themselves based on busi-
ness volume, which was expand-
ing rapidly due to voluminous 
subprime lending. The managers 
seem to have made good their 
escape with most of their millions 
of bonus and pay intact before 
both organizations were bailed 
out by taxpayers.

The relaxed credit requirements 
induced by pressure from com-
munity groups over a long period, 
with cooperation from Congress, 
worked. These didn’t just make it 
easier for lower-income people 
and those with questionable credit 
to buy a home. The lack of rules, 
including “interest only,” “noth-
ing down,” applied to everybody. 
Millions jumped on the band-
wagon. The Washington Post, 
trying to interview some involved 

in early foreclosures, suspected 
that something was fishy because 
it had difficulty finding anyone 
willing to talk. Many buyers 
were not concerned about their 
subsequent financial obligations 
because they assumed that the 
property value would continue to 
rise quickly, so that within a few 
months they could make a large 
profit by re-selling.

This fiasco was caused by poli-
ticians. Freddie and Fannie made 
donations to 364 members of 
Congress. This led to the housing 
bubble, then to the housing crash, 
to crashes by Freddie and Fannie, 
and various banks, Wall Street 
firms, and the big insurance firm, 
AIG. It was also the main reason 
for our stock market crash, which 
also brought down foreign mar-
kets. Investors with savings and 
retirement funds have lost  $2 
trillion so far. These people got 
poorer very quickly, so major 
purchases, such as autos, natu-
rally fell off. Now the big three 
auto companies are in trouble—
even foreign car manufacturers 
are losing money. Can the retail-
ers be far behind?

Wall Street managed to amplify 
the problem by packaging the 
subprime paper for subsequent 
sale. And the AIG management 
who opted to insure this worth-
less paper ought not be let off the 
hook. Yet none of those down-
stream machinations would have 
happened if Congress hadn’t cre-
ated the problem. The credit and 
eligibility requirements in place 
before this fiasco were work-
ing fine. This was an instance 
of deregulation by politicians, 
mostly, if not exclusively, Demo-
crats.

This whole event has been a 
disaster. It ended up hurting even 
those that it intended to help. A 
sage once said that “the road to 
hell is paved with good inten-
tions.” Our politicians seem to 
have brought on the possibil-
ity of a second depression. With 
these kinds of representatives, we 
already seem to have more than 
enough stateside enemies. We 
have found a new group of ter-
rorists already stateside, speaking 
legalese and shuffling papers in 
Washington, D.C.
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Serving:
Middlesex
Mathews
Lancaster
Northumberland

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

C astal Curtains & Shades, LLC
Designed to suit your needsDesigned to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887

Courtesy In-Home Consultations

THE
CORNER
COTTAGE

ANNUAL
AFTER___

_

Christmas
Sale

Needlework Shop
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Jan. 8, 9 & 10
Hours: 10am-5pm

804-693-5026
1 mi. south of Glou. C.H. 

at Enfield and Main 

Selected
X-Stitch, 
Knitting, 

Needlepoint 
Supplies,
Yarn, Kits

& Canvases

1/2 price 
or more

Reach A Devoted Readership of 30,000 on the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula. Since 1989. Rates your business can afford. 

Call Mike Marcon 804-313-0932 www.pleasantlivingmagazine.com
Call for a complimentary copy.
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Liquidation Sale
Oriental Rugs & Runners
Once in a Lifetime Opportunity

Everything must go regardless of price.
All are genuine handmade oriental rugs 

from Iran, Pakistan, India & China.
Thousands to choose from in all sizes 2x3 to 12x18

$1 Million in inventory Must go

55% TO 75% OFF
ENTIRE INVENTORY ONE DAY ONLY

American Legion - Kilmarnock
882 Waverly Ave. (Rt. 608 off Rt. 3)

Saturday, Jan 17th, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Come to the show–Name Your Price

Due to circumstances beyond our control, we are forced to liquidate a 

large collection of magnificent Persian and Oriental rugs in the U.S.A.
ANY REASONABLE OFFER 

WILL NOT BE REFUSED
Please Note: If you are looking for a Persian Rug for investment as 

well as practical function to make your room more beautiful and more 
welcoming, this is the liquidation sale you are looking for. We will ac-

commodate you for almost any size rug and color that you want.
WE BUY AND EXCHANGE OLD RUGS

BRING THIS AD FOR DOOR PRIZES
Terms: Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

If there is any question call 301-412-3009

Cyndy’s  Bynn
of course

VIRGINIA ST., URBANNA • (804) 758-3756 www.cyndysbynn.com

Store Hours: Mon., Wed. – Sat. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Closed Tues. & Sun.
Latest Fashions • Decorative Home Accessories • Elegant and Fun Gifts

Guests of Innis and Dixie 
Wood for Christmas were 
their children and grandchil-
dren, Wesley and Dee Wood 
of Dahlgren; Chuck and Sissy 
Headley, Charlie and Joe, of 
Virginia Beach; Janet and Tom 
Bridwell, of Charlotte, N.C.; 
Linda and Roy Peay, Tyler and 
Cory, of Mechanicsville; Polly 
and Matt Poffenroth, Ella, of 
Potomac, Md.

Mr. Wallace Carter has 
returned home after a visit with 
his son and family, Dr. and 
Mrs. Kevin Carter and chil-
dren Sarah, Sam and Steve, in 
Bridgewater.

James Conway and wife 
Shamshan of Christianburg 
spent a recent week with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Mac 
Conway. Mac’s brother and 
sister-in-law, Drs. Arthur and 
Carolyn Conway of Mechan-
icsville are vacationing in Yel-
lowstone National Park.

Mrs. Leah Flaherty accom-
panied Mr. and Mrs. Darren 

wise and children, Connor and 
Harrison, to Mt. Airy, Md., to 
spend the holiday with Mr. and 
Mrs. Mike Flaherty.

Dr. Barbara Butler of West-
minster, N.J., and Dr. and Mrs. 
Jeffrey Butler of Eneinites, 
Calif., spent the holiday at the 
Bob Butler home on Jarvis 
Creek. Bob, of Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury in 
Irvington, spent the time with 
them.

Mr. and Mrs. Ned Crockett 
were in Wilmington, N.C., for 
the holiday with their son-in-
law and daughter, Brian and 
Leah Powell, and children, 
Chloe, 8, and Sumter, 5.

Forty-eight members of the 
Frances Marsh Grubbs family 
met in Louisa County last 
weekend for the Grubbs family 
reunion.

Winnie McCrobie has 
returned home after having a 
hernia operation.

Mrs. Frances Marsh had 28 
family members for Christmas 

dinner. 
On their way from Long 

Island, N.Y., to their home 
in Sarasota, Fla., Mr. Carroll 
W. Reiblich and his daughter, 
Christian, stopped off to visit 
his mother, Mrs. W.R. Keyser, 
and Mr. Keyser at their home 
on Kent Cove last weekend.

Mr. and Mrs. William Norris 
of Melvin, Mich., Mrs. Kenny 
Davis of Lottsburg, Mrs. 
Claude Ashburn and Mrs. Wes 
Kelly of Glen Allen, were lun-
cheon guests of their brother 
and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. 
W.R. Keyser, one day during 
the holidays.

Mr. and Mrs. Mitch Forrester 
were in Crozet for the Christ-
mas holiday and were present 
for the baptism of their grand-
daughter, Emma Claire For-
rester, on December 28. Emma 
Claire is the daughter of the 
Rev. and Mrs. Doug Forrester, 
minister of the Crozet United 
Methodist Church. Emma 
Claire has a sister, Grace Ellen.

The Alzheimer’s Association 
will offer the following “Lunch 
and Learn” programs at no 
charge during January.

Several of the programs fea-
ture a light lunch at no charge. 
Pre-registration is required at 
least five days prior to the pro-
grams. Call 678-8635, or email 
lelia.poteet@alz.org.

Programs include:
• Nutrition: It’s More Than a 

Meal—January 13 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Carrington 
Place at 1150 Marsh Street in 
Tappahannock.

• Communication and Behav-
ior–What’s the Connection?—
January 14 from 1 to 3 p.m. at 
Essex House at 17976 Tidewa-
ter Trail in Tappahannock.

• Hospitalization and Demen-
tia: What You Need to Know—
January 20 from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at The Orchard at 62 
Delfae Drive in Warsaw.

• How to Maintain Your 
Brain—January 22 from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. at Farnham Manor at 
511 Cedar Grove Road in Farn-
ham (free dessert buffet).

The Alzheimer’s Association 
has four support groups in the 
Middle Peninsula and Northern 
Neck.

Group meetings will be 
held January 14 at 10:30 a.m. 
at Gloucester House at 7657 
Meredith Drive in Gloucester 
(respite care will be available 
during the meeting); January 
20 at 10 a.m. at The Orchard 
in Warsaw; January 22 at 
10:30 a.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury near 
Irvington; and January 22 at 
1:30 p.m. at Port Town Village 
Apartments at 111 Port Town 
Lane in  Urbanna.

The men of Kilmarnock 
United Methodist Church on 
East Church Street will serve 
their 35th annual spaghetti 
supper January 29 from 5 to 
8 p.m.

Tickets may be obtained 
from the Methodist men, the 
church office, or at the door. 
Tickets are $8 in advance and 
$9 at the door.

There is plenty of parking 
at the church and along East 
Church Street, according to 
Jon Baer. The supper will be 
served in the fellowship hall 
below the sanctuary.

Patrons should enter the 
church through the main 
front doors, said Baer. Every-
one will be welcomed and 
given seating instructions. 
Elevator service is available 
to the right of the main front 
doors.

The supper will include 
spaghetti with “time-tested” 
meat sauce, salad, Italian 
bread and a choice of bever-
ages. The Methodist ladies 
will offer desserts for $1 
each.

Carry-out patrons can enter 
the carry-out door at the 
bottom of the outside steps, 
said Baer. This entrance will 
be clearly signed.

Colonel Scott Robinson 
will speak at the year’s first 
meeting of the Military Offi-
cers Association of America 
(MOAA).  The luncheon will 
be held at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury at 
11:30 a.m. January 13.

Col. Robinson, a senior 
military advisor in the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense, 
is a 1979 graduate of Nor-
thumberland High School in 
Heathsville. He has served 
in the U.S. Army for 24 years 
in a variety of command and 
staff positions throughout the 
world.   

His civilian education 
includes a bachelor’s in chem-
istry from Catawba College; a 
master’s in business admin-
istration from Embry Riddle 
Aeronautical University and a 
master’s in national resource 
strategy from the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces 
(ICAF). 

The luncheon fee is $15.  
Preregistration is requested by 
sending a check prior to Janu-
ary 9 to NNMOAA, P.O. Box 
786, Kilmarnock VA 22482.

Local NewsAlzheimer’s 
Association 
anounces
programs
for January

35th spaghetti 
supper will be 
served Jan. 29

Chief military
advisor at DOD
to speak Jan. 13

The Lancaster Community Library recently 
announced its Sundays at Two schedule for 
2009.

The free lecture and entertainment series 
will be presented at 2 p.m. on various Sundays 
January through March at the library at 235 
School Street in Kilmarnock. Refreshments 
will be served.

On January 11, “Little Red Riding Hood: 
Victim, Seductress  or Heroine? A History 
Examined,” will be presented by Lisa Thal-
himer.

On January 18, “Our Weird Universe: Can 
we hope to  understand it?” will be presented 

by Dr. Edward Devinney.
On January 25, “The Mass Media in Transi-

tion: or is it  Turmoil,” will be presented by 
Bud Ward.

On February 8, “Custom Studio Furniture: 
From tree to home  on the Northern Neck,” 
will be presented by Andrew Pitts.

On February 15, “Two Boys, Two Books: 
A conversation,” will be presented by former 
Gov. A. Linwood Holton and Dr. A. Linwood 
(Woody) Holton III.

On March 8, “On Safari in Botswana, 
Africa,” will be presented by Chuck and Carol 
Shear.

Sundays at Two to open Jan. 11

From left, the Sundays at Two committee includes Lovey Jane Long,  Anne Davis, Gloria 
Wallace, Carolyn Scarbrough and Lindsy Gardner.

Lancaster Community 
Library’s Sundays at Two lec-
ture and entertainment series 
will begin its 14th season of 
free programs with Lisa Thal-
himer’s discussion of “Little 
Red Riding Hood: Victim, 
Seductress, or Heroine? A His-
tory Examined.”

An adult musical slideshow 
presentation about the evolu-
tion of Little Red Riding Hood 
will precede the discussion. 
Learn how the story changes 
and evolves with society’s 
shifts in morality, sexual-
ity and gender, according to 
Gloria Wallace.

Thalhimer is a native 
Richmonder whose love of 
children’s books has spanned 

Lisa Thalhimer

Thalhimer to discuss Little Red Riding Hood

a lifetime, said Wallace. She 
earned a master’s at Hollins 
College in children’s literature 
and creative writing in 1996 

where she won the Shirley P. 
Henn Award for Creative Writ-
ing.

She owned an Internet 
antiquarian book business 
which specialized in children’s 
books, continued Wallace. 
She writes the book review 
column for Richmond Parents 
Monthly, mentors a fifth-
grader, is a photographer and 
has two adult children living in 
Richmond.

Lisa’s husband, Bobby 
Thalhimer, is senior vice 
president of advancement for 
The Community Foundation 
Serving Richmond and Central 
Virginia, of which River Coun-
ties Community Foundation is 
an affiliate.

Ken Knull, treasurer of the 
Northern Neck Rotary Trust, 
recently announced the distribu-
tion of some $19,500 to chari-
ties and programs in Lancaster 
and Northumberland counties.  
Checks were sent just before 
Christmas as this is often the 
time of the agencies’ greatest 
need.  

The distribution was made 
from funds raised from the 
2008 CAPINNÉ (Caring About 
People in the Northern Neck)  
Dinner and Auction held annu-
ally by the Northern Neck 
Rotary Club at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club.  

Knull noted that generosity 
of donors and bidders was espe-
cially appreciated during these 
difficult economic times.  Mer-
chants are being asked to donate 
more by an increased number 
of agencies every year and the 
Rotary understands how diffi-
cult it was this year.  Attendees 
at the auction also opened their 
hearts and wallets to make the 
2008 event a success.  

All proceeds from CAPINNÉ 
are used in the lower Northern 
Neck to support such things as 
family support services, health 

care, and youth programs, Knull 
said. 

Of particular note was the 
extra support the Northern 
Neck Rotary Scholarship 
program received.  Midway 
through the event, the auc-
tion was suspended and a plea 
for direct contribution to the 
scholarship programs netted an 
additional $2,000.  As a result 
of this giving, the scholarship 
program was expanded this 
year to two scholarships, one 
for the traditional four-year 
college program and another 
to a vocational school.  With 
such strong support, the North-
ern Neck Rotary will be able 
to expand the program either 
in additional scholarships or 
additional amounts to existing 
awards. 

Knull said planning is in 
progress for the next CAPINNÉ 
event, July 18.  It’s never too early 
to get started and those wishing 
to get a jump on the event may 
send donations, purchase adver-
tising, or reserve tickets by con-
tacting any member of the club.

The club meets Wednesdays 
at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s Restaurant 
on Main Street in Kilmarnock.  

Rotary awards CAPINNE grants

Home- based
businesses
grow
when they
advertise.Call 435-1701
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Thursday-Saturday: 10-5
Sunday: 12-4

or by Chance or Appointment

Design Services by ReArrangements
Friday Afternoons

French Style & Vintage Charm
Furniture - Accessories - Gifts

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday 11-4

or by Chance or Appointment

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

Winter ClearanCe Sale
50% to 75% off

Children’s Clothing
Infant to Size 16

Be sure to check out our  
Brand Name Consignment Shop!

M.-F 10-5  l  S. 10-3
804-443-5909  l  158 Prince St.  l  Tappahannock

––– Irvington, Virginia –––

Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

Monday thru Saturday  • 10:00 to 5:00 • 438-5194

THE DANDELION

f o x c r o f t

Pre-Inventory 
Sale

. . . . for a limited time 

. . . and all Vera Bradley 
(including new patterns) 

is 25-75% off! (Until they’re gone)

all SALE sportswear, dresses and accessories 
are up to 75% off!

Fabulous fi nds 
on the front porch too

and all regular priced handbags, shoes, scarves, 
dressy tops and bottoms up to 30% off!!!

Home Accessories and Gift Items 
(tableware, frames, pictures, pajamas...) are 30% off!

(through January 31st)

On behalf of the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department and 
Fatt Catt Productions, Jan Wil-
liams this week announced a 
limited number of tickets will 
be available “at the door” for 
the Saturday, January 17, con-
cert, “Come Together,” a Trib-
ute to the Beatles.

The tickets will be available 
at the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock at 6:30 
p.m. The concert will begin at 
8 p.m.

However, folks are urged to 
arrive in time to greet the band 
upon its arrival between 7:15 
and 7:30 p.m., said Williams. 
Band members will be avail-
able for autographs and photo-
ops immediately following the 
show, he added.

Ticket sales are strong and 
Williams hopes to sell out the 
performance. Proceeds benefit 
the fire department.

Excitement is building as 
local rock and roll fans antici-
pate an evening to remember, 
noted Williams.

Tickets are $20 each. Tick-
ets are available in Kilmarnock 
at Bank of Lancaster at 100 
South Main Street, Hair Design 
Studio at 89 South Main Street, 
Lee’s Restaurant at 30 South 
Main Street, Noblett Appli-
ance at 17 South Main Street 
and Heads Up Hairworks at 80 
North Main Street. Call 435-
6880, or email jan@fcpsound.
net.

The Rappahannock Foun-
dation for the Arts (RFA) will 
present Five By Design in “Stay 
Tuned” January 19, in the third 
of its 2008-09 On Stage series.  

The program, sponsored by 
River Counties Community 
Foundation, will begin at 8 
p.m. in the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater in Kilmarnock.  
Season sponsors for On Stage 
are the Bank of Lancaster and 
Bay Trust.

For ticket information, call 
435-0292 or visit rappahan-
nockfoundation.org.

Five By Design’s signature 
harmonies have withstood the 
test of time in a career that 
stands out on America’s musi-
cal landscape, spanning more 
than 15 years, according to RFA 
vice president for publicity and 
marketing Julia Geier.  This 
nationally-acclaimed vocal 
quintet has been the choice of 

symphony orchestras and per-
forming art centers.

However, Five By Design’s 
creative talents go beyond their 
vocal prowess, said Geier. As 
the creative talent behind Radio 
Days, Club Swing, and Stay 
Tuned, their productions show-
case the group’s penchant for 
storytelling and the comedic, 
she said. Whether backed by 
symphony orchestra or studio 
big band, Five By Design 
embraces the unforgettable 
melodies, lush harmonies, and 
swinging rhythms that evoke 
the names of Miller, Mancini 
and Mercer.

The Minnesota-based Five 
By Design includes Lorie 
Carpenter-Niska, Sheridan 
Zuther, Kurt Niska, Michael 
Swedber, and Terrence Niska.  
Four of the five members 
have been singing together 
since 1986, said Geier. The 

group’s familial ties include 
brothers Terrence and Kurt 
Niska and the husband-wife 
duo of Kurt and Lorie Niska 
and childhood collaborator, 
Michael Swedberg, she said.

The creative team is sup-
ported by in-house artist rep-
resentatives Alton Accola, 
Cathy Scott and Midge Swed-
berg, she added. Their tech-
nical team includes sound 
engineer Phil Henrickson 
(since 1987) and technical 
director Laurel Stinson.

Combining their warm, 
well-rounded signature 
vocals with vintage fash-
ions and a bit of theatrical 
panache, Five By Design 
unveiled their third produc-
tion in 2006, said Geier. Stay 
Tuned is a nod to the “tele-
vision variety show” and 
American culture from 1950 
to 1966, she said.   

Nine-year-old Northum-
berland resident Delia Ibaňez 
will perform this weekend 
with the junior company of 
Latin Ballet of Virginia in 
“The Legend of the Poinset-
tia.”

  Performances will be held 
at the Cultural Arts Center at 
Glen Allen at 2880 Mountain 
Road in Glen Allen Friday, 
January 9, at 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, January 10, at 2:30 
p.m. and Sunday, January 11, 
at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m.

Her father Alvaro Ibaňez, 
says “It’s hard to believe that 
last year we were all in the 
audience, and this year Delia 
will be onstage,” said her 
father Alvaro Ibaňez.

Delia began taking classes 
with Latin Ballet in January 
2008 and joined the Junior 
Company last summer. Now 
in fourth grade, Delia is edu-
cated at home and takes dance 
classes at Latin Ballet’s Glen 
Allen school three hours a 
day, four days per week.

In December, she traveled 
with some members to Critz 
to perform dances from “The 
Legend of the Poinsettia” for 
school groups at Reynold’s 
Homestead and to North Car-
olina to perform for a school 
near Raleigh.

“She performed two to three 

times a day at the Homestead, 
and was gone all week,” said 
her mother, Denise DeVries. 
“The next day she was back 
in costume in the Richmond 

Christmas parade.”
“The Legend of the Poin-

settia” is as traditional in 
the Latin American holiday 
season as the Nutcracker 
is in the United States. The 
Latin Ballet’s production is 
a performing arts interpreta-
tion of the Mexican legend 
of a pure-hearted young girl 
who discovers the true spirit 
of giving. 

Unable to offer a gift of 
material value, she picks a 
handful of weeds that magi-
cally transform into brilliant 
crimson flowers, and thus the 
custom of giving poinsettias 
during the holidays is born.     

“The Legend of the Poin-
settia” portrays the traditions 
of the season in the Latin 
America countries of Mexico, 
Colombia and Venezuela. 

The production also 
includes representations of 
traditional dances and music 
from Puerto Rico and Spain. 

The spiritual reverence of 
the season is combined with 
the joy and laughter of tradi-
tional festivities of dance and 
song. 

This production includes 
colorful costumes, festive 
scenery, and a variety of 
styles of  joyful dances.    

For ticket information, 
visit latinballet.com. 

Bay Aging’s Alzheimer’s Sup-
port Group and Sentara Hospice 
will present “Hospice 101” Jan-
uary 22 at 10:30 a.m. at Rappah-
annock Westminster-Canterbury 
at 132 Lancaster Drive near 
Irvington and 1:30 p.m. at Port 
Town Village at 111 Port Town 
Lane near Urbanna.

“The mere mention of 
Alzheimer’s and Hospice can 
bring emotional feelings of fear 
and apprehension to the surface 
for most of us,” said Bay Aging 
development director Jean M. 
Duggan.  “However, as emotional 
as these issues are, we know that 
knowledge is the key to under-
standing and understanding can 
lead to the strength we need to 
work our way through very dif-
ficult situations.”

Two representatives from Sen-
tara Hospice, volunteer coordi-
nator Beth Biscan and patient 
care coordinator Danene Abdal-
lah, will present an educational 
program about Hospice, said 
Duggan.

They will touch on topics such 
as what Hospice does, how it 
can help, what the entitlements 
are through Medicare, what 
resources are available to the 
patient and their family, she said. 
There also will be discussions on 
how a person goes about receiv-
ing services through Hospice 
and the importance of why it is 
the patient’s decision to receive 
services through Hospice.

Pre-registration is not 
required.

Beatles’ tribute 
comes together
for January 17

Five By Design (above) will return to Kilmarnock January 19. 

Five By Design to present ‘Stay Tuned’

Program 
explaining
Hospice  
to be offered Area youth to dance with Latin Ballet

Delia Ibaňez

Lancaster Community Library
January Calendar:

January 10, Library Lottery Drawing, 10:30 
a.m.

January 10, Babygarten, 3 months to 2 years, 
10:30 a.m.

January 11, Sundays at Two, “Little Red 
Riding Hood: Victim, Seductress  or Heroine? 
A History Examined” with Lisa Thalhimer, 2 
p.m.

January 14, Storytime, gingerbread, 10 a.m.
January 15, Board meeting, 5 p.m.
January 17, Babygarten, 3 months to 2 years, 

10:30 a.m.
January 18, Sundays at Two, “Our Weird Uni-

verse: Can we hope to  understand it?” with Dr. 
Edward Devinney, 2 p.m.

January 21, Storytime, snow, 10 a.m.
January 25, Sundays at Two, “The Mass 

Media in Transition: or is it  Turmoil” with Bud 
Ward, 2 p.m.

Art by the Tuesday Drawing Club is featured 
in the centrum.

The Lancaster Community Library Children’s 
Reading Program is featured on the community 
bulletin board.
Book clubs are reading:

The Bookies, The Guernsey Literary and 
Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer 
and Annie Barrows. 

The Novel Society, War and Peace by Leo 
Tolstoy. 
Spotlight: Crafts

Each month the library highlights a topic that 
can be supported or, perhaps, encouraged by 
items in the library’s collection of books, DVDs, 
and videos.  

This month, we are highlighting crafts, a sub-
ject of interest in our community, which is full of 
talented quilters, stitchers, knitters, model build-
ers, and parents looking for creative activities 
that their children can do.  

Each month the library has a table display of 
items that support the highlighted subject of the 

month. These items are available to inspire you, 
and you can check them out to peruse at your 
leisure. All it takes is a library card; so if you do 
not have one, come by. Cards are available for the 
bargain price of free (replacements cost $1).

If you are interested in learning a new craft 
or polishing up one you already have, come 
check out our collections. Want to learn how 
to knit?  Simply Baby, by Debbie Bliss, has all 
the information needed for a beginner and con-
tains excellent diagrams and patterns to inspire 
any grandparent to take up knitting.  Finishing 
Techniques for Hand Knitters, by Sharon Brant 
shows how to add special touches to things you 
make.

Interested in sewing?  In Sewing Techniques 
& Patterns, Marie-Noelle Bayard shows how to 
tackle almost any project from a skirt to a table-
cloth to a smocked child’s dress. Sandra Betzina 
and Debbie Valentine cover all kinds of home 
projects in Sandra Betzina Sews for the Home. 
In the event you might need to know, the book 
contains instructions on how to make a cover for 
a birdcage.

Quilters can find many books of instruction and 
many that contain quilting patterns.  Like to sew 
but are intimidated by the idea of a large project?  
Check out Quick Colorful Quilts for Babies and 
Toddlers, edited by Rosemary Wilkinson. Pat-
terns for 14 different small quilts and play mats 
make the projects almost irresistible.

Interested in ship modeling? Frank Mastini 
will show you how to make ships from kits in 
Ship Modeling Simplified.

And for parents – the children’s collection has 
books that should keep any child busy on a cold 
winter day. Consider, for example, these titles:  
Model a Monster – Making Dinosaurs From 
Everyday Materials; or Build Your Own Paper 
Air Force; or What Can You Do With a Paper 
Bag?

Here are books for parents tired of buying 
replacement batteries. What can you do with a 
paper bag? Come by and find out. Your children 
will be amazed.

The Library Corner

The Mary Ball Washington 
Museum’s seasonal exhibits 
of old-fashioned toys, holi-
day decorations, and antique 
furnishings continue through 
January 26.

A display of antique toys 
features nostalgic items from 
the late 1800s through the 
1950s, including tin toys, 
dolls and doll houses, cars, 
miniature sets for girls and 
boys, old fashioned Santas 
and ornaments, and a working 
model train display, said exec-
utive director Karen Hart.

A formal parlor exhibit 
showcases antique furnish-
ings, portraits, and silver 
from the Mary Ball Washing-
ton Museum collection, said 
Hart. There also is a grand 
Christmas tree decorated in 
the traditional Victorian style 
with glass, paper, lace, ribbon, 
and beads.

In February and March, the 
Gill Historical Photo Collec-
tion of more than 100 portraits 
of Northern Neck residents 
from 1900 to 1920 will be on 
display, she said. 

The museum, at 8346 Mary 
Ball Road in Lancaster, is 
open Tuesday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission 
is $2 per person.

For directions, call 
462-7280, or visit mbwm.
org.

Seasonal exhibits 
will continue
at MBW Museum  
through January 26

New  Bride?
Recent Anniversary?

call 435-1701 or email editor@rrecord.com
deadline is Tuesday @ noon



Ready for Winter Company?
Feed Your Feathered Friends at GREAT PRICES!!

161 Technology Park Drive ·  Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 
Off Harris Road between Route 3 and DMV Drive

   435-7777   TOLL -FREE  800-448-4505

Lawn & Garden Supplies • Wildlife  Feed & Supplies  Erosion & Drainage Products 
PVC Pipe & Fittings • Concrete Supplies • Grass Seed & Fertilizers

Prices effective through January 24th

Ready for Winter Company?

Black Oil 
Sunflower Seed

Lyric SupremeAll Feeders*  
20% OFF

*Styles may vary.

     25 lb. bag
     Regularly $12.99

20 lb. bag
Regularly $24.99

NOW $9.99 NOW $21.99

BIG SALE
Distinctive Ladies Clothing

24 West Church Street l 435-2200

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

 You are one of the owners of one of the 
most fabulous gem collections in the world. It 
is the national gem collection on exhibit in the 
Smithsonian Institute in Washington D.C. Started 
in 1884, the collection began as an exhibit of 
American precious stones at the New Orleans 
Exposition. The most famous gemstone in the 
collection is the beautiful, blue Hope Diamond, a 
plum-sized 44.5 carat beauty.
 While the Hope Diamond is not for sale, 
we have a large selection of diamonds that are 
perfect for mounting in a ring or pendant of your 
choice. Stop in and see our selection.

The Westmoreland Players 
will host a “New Volunteer 
Day” January 18 from 2 to 4 
p.m. at the theater on Route 
360 near Callao.

It’s billed as a chance to learn 
about all of the on- and off-
stage opportunities the players 
have to offer, as well as to meet 
some of the creative people 
who have brought so many 
plays to life for the enjoyment 
of the community, according to 
president Brian Tilbury.

The event will introduce 
newcomers to The Players, 
explain how a play comes 
together, and answer ques-
tions about getting involved in 

a way that suits schedules, and 
makes the best use of talents 
and enthusiasm, he said.

“We all need all the volun-
teer talent we can find,” said 
Tilbury. “Not just actors on-
stage, but people to fill the 
dozens of jobs that take place 
back stage and off-stage. Vol-
unteering with the players is a 
great way to meet people, have 
fun, and help create something 
of great value to the commu-
nity.”

The players are preparing for 
their first play of 2009.

To contact the Players, call 
529-9345, or Janice Woolley at 
529-7841.

Student to serve spaghetti 
Chesapeake Academy eighth-graders, with help from their 
families, will host a spaghetti supper from 5 to 7 p.m. Jan-
uary 16 in Academy Hall on the Irvington campus. From 
left are (front row) Liz Hudnall, Nikki Stump and Andrew 
Dozier; (next row) Christian Johnson and Nathan Altaffer. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children ages 14 and 
younger. Proceeds will help offset the students’ upcoming 
trip to the Florida Everglades and Sea Camp. The menu will 
include homemade spaghetti, French bread, tossed salad 
and dessert. Take out service will be available starting at 
3:30 p.m. Tickets will be sold at the door and in advance; 
call 435-8882.

Intense, hyper-kinetic “clown 
extraordinaire” Mark Jaster is 
heading to The Westmoreland 
Players’ Callao theater January 
17.

Hailed as a master of comedy, 
dance, music and mime,  Jaster 
will present two fast-paced 
shows. The first, at 10 a.m. and 
aimed at a younger group is 
called “Piccolo’s Trunk,” and will 
feature Jaster and members of his 
Happenstance Theater Co.

At 2 p.m., Jaster will launch 
into “Low Tide Hotel” stage act, 

hailed for its nostalgic look back 
at the way people did things when 
ocean travel and Coney Island 
were quite the thing. Jaster calls 
his ensemble a “postcard from 
those days.”

The performances are part of 
the Westmoreland Players’ Per-
forming Arts Series.

Tickets are  $12 for adults and 
$7 for students. All performances 
will take place at the Players The-
ater at 16217 Richmond Road 
near Callao. Pay at the door or 
call ahead at 529-9345.

Theater group seeks volunteers

Clowning around at theater
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Pianafiddle, a piano/violin 
duo will give a concert Friday, 
January 9, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Richmond County Elementary 
School auditorium. The concert 
is sponsored by the Rappahan-
nock Concert Association. 

Beginning with a familiar 
tune, pianist Lynn Wright and 
violinist/fiddler Adam DeGraff 
improvise as they go, blending 
the traditional, the unwritten, 
and the spontaneous in com-
pelling performances, accord-
ing to Betsey Fountain.

Wright has enjoyed a long 
musical career as a jazz and 
ragtime pianist, including a 
10-year stint as the resident 
ragtime pianist at the Silver 

Dollar Saloon in Jackson, 
Wyo.

DeGraff is a classically 
trained orchestral violinist 
and chamber musician, having 
served most recently a five-
season tenure with The Rich-
mond Symphony Orchestra.

Their separate paths led 
them both to West Virginia in 
2003, where each recognized 
in the other a complementary 
talent: soulful, spontaneous, 
improvisational piano playing 
by Wright, technically superb 
and emotionally powerful 
violin playing by DeGraff. 

For ticket information, visit 
rappahannockconcerts.org, or 
call Fountain at 493-9522.

From left are pianist Lynn Wright and violinist/fiddler Adam 
DeGraff.

Pianafiddle to perform

Stratford Hall will celebrate 
the anniversary of the January 
19, 1807, birth of Robert E. 
Lee January 17 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Activities will include Al 
Stone’s portrayal of the gen-
eral. At 1 p.m., he will present 
“Lee’s Decision” regarding 
Lee’s choice to leave the 
Union army. He will be avail-
able for photos  throughout 
the day.

“Lee for Children” tours will 
be held at 11:30 a.m., 12:30, 
1:30 and 2:30 p.m. beginning 
at the Visitor Center and pro-
ceeding to the Great House 
and carriage house. Upon 
completion, a scavenger hunt 
will offer children free prizes 
at the gift shop. 

Musical entertainment will 
be provided by Evergreen 
Shade. Refreshments will be 
served in the Visitor Center. 

The Stratford Hall dining 
room will be open from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

There will be no charge for 
this program. Regular charges 
for guided Great House tours 
will apply. 

Stratford Hall to celebrate 
Lee’s birthday with portrayal

Al Stone will portray Gen. 
Robert E. Lee.

The Garden Club of the 
Northern Neck (GCNN) will 
hold its ninth annual Conser-
vation Symposium, “Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle,” February 17 
at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury at 132 Lan-
caster Drive near Irvington.

Refreshments will be served 
at 9:30 a.m. The program will 
commence at 10 a.m.

The principal speaker will be 
David Taylor, regional manager 
for WM Recycle America.

The program will open with 
a brief video exploring the 
consequences of current pat-
terns of energy use and sug-
gesting ways to change habits 
and improve the quality of life 
and the health of the planet, 
said GCNN conservation chair 
Susan Lindsey.

Taylor will describe the 
work of his company, share 
insights into future trends and 
expectations and show what 
really happens to all those 
bottles, cans and newspapers, 
said Lindsay.

In conclusion, there will be 
a visual exploration of how 
plastic bags have a devastat-
ing impact on even the most 
remote areas of the world, she 
said.

Displays in the foyer will 
offer practical suggestions as 
to ways all can make a dif-
ference through lifestyles and 
daily choices, she added.

Conservation
symposium
slated Feb. 17

WASHINGTON, D.C.—As 
anticipated, The Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation (CBF) and 
its partners last Monday filed 
a lawsuit in federal court to 
require the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to 
enforce the law and reduce pol-
lution sufficiently to remove 
the Chesapeake Bay from the 
federal ‘impaired waters’ list.

The lawsuit was filed in the 
U.S. District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia following a 
legal requirement for a 60-day 
notice of intent to sue period 
(CBF filed the notice October 
29). 

CBF is asking the court to 
order EPA to reduce pollution 
from all sources—air, waste-
water treatment plants, and 
urban, suburban and agricul-
tural runoff. 

Joining CBF in the law-
suit are the Virginia State 
Waterman’s Association, the 
Maryland Watermen’s Associ-
ation, the Maryland Saltwater 
Sportfishermen’s Association, 
former Maryland Gov. Harry 
Hughes, retired Maryland 
Sen. Bernie Fowler, former 
Virginia legislator and Natural 
Resources Secretary W. Tayloe 
Murphy Jr., and former Wash-

ington D.C. Mayor Anthony 
Williams.

“We have asked that EPA 
accept its responsibility under 
the Clean Water Act. EPA 
must impose a legally bind-
ing pollution reduction budget 
(or cap) that will restore water 
quality. While discussions 
have occurred, we have not 
been able to resolve our claims 
during the 60-day notice 
period,” said CBF president 
William C. Baker. “Despite 
EPA’s assertions to the con-
trary, CBF believes that after 
25 years of failed policies, the 
only way to ensure that EPA 
does its job is to have a court 
order requiring it.”

Since 1983, EPA and the bay 
states have signed three agree-
ments to restore the Chesa-
peake Bay. The most recent, 
the Chesapeake 2000 agree-
ment, committed to reduce 
pollution sufficiently to have 
the bay removed from the fed-
eral ‘impaired waters’ list by 
2010. EPA has acknowledged 
that the goal will not be met 
and there is now discussion 
of pushing that goal back to 
2020 or beyond. In addition, 
over the past several years, 
three EPA Inspector General’s 

reports and one Government 
Accountability Office report 
have detailed EPA’s leadership 
failures.

To jump-start resolution, 
CBF has provided a list of 
33 actions that EPA and the 
federal government can take 
to achieve the goal. CBF has 
agreed to negotiate in good 
faith, and while not releas-
ing all the detailed specifics, 
some important components 
include:

• Requiring EPA to commit 
to achieve 80 percent of the 
pollution reduction goal by 
2012, with full implementa-
tion by 2015.

• Requiring EPA to take an 
active role in wastewater treat-
ment plant permits to ensure 
compliance with pollution 
reduction goals and that there 
will be no net increase in pol-
lution loadings.

• Improving enforcement of 
existing laws.

• Requiring tough construc-
tion stormwater permits at sites 
that discharge into impaired 
waters.

• Adopting stringent limits 
for municipal stormwater dis-
charges.

• Requiring all power plants 

that generate air pollution that 
affects the region’s waterways 
to install existing technologies 
that would reduce that pollu-
tion.

• Requiring that new and 
existing agricultural conser-
vation funding be geographi-
cally targeted to practices that 
achieve the most pollution 
reduction.

• Requiring that a portion 
of federal transportation fund-
ing be directed to stormwater 
management on highways.

• Creating a cost-share pro-
gram to pay for implemen-
tation of best management 
practices for stormwater man-
agement.

• Addressing injuries to rec-
reational anglers and commer-
cial watermen.

“With a new Administra-
tion, there is hope for change. 
This lawsuit will put Chesa-
peake Bay restoration efforts 
directly in front of the new 
EPA Administrator,” Baker 
said. “The Chesapeake Bay is 
a national treasure. We believe 
that through this lawsuit, it can 
also become a model for pollu-
tion reduction and the restora-
tion of water quality across the 
nation.”

ANNAPOLIS—Pollution has 
been a major factor in the decline 
of the Chesapeake Bay blue crab 
population, according to a new 
report from the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation (CBF).

The report was developed 
from interviews with 12 lead-
ing crab researchers and water 
quality experts, as well as federal 
government data and scientific 
papers. The crab population has 
plummeted from 791 million in 
1990 to 260 million in 2007.

Key findings include that dead 
zones kill an estimated 75,000 
tons of bottom-dwelling clams 
and worms each year, enough to 
feed 60 million crabs annually. 
In addition, algae blooms caused 
by nitrogen and phosphorus pol-
lution have damaged underwa-
ter grass beds, key crab habitat. 
More than half the eelgrass beds 
in the lower bay have died since 
the early 1970s.

“The federal Commerce 
Department has declared the 

Federal court asked to require EPA
to enforce the law, reduce pollution

Pollution blamed for blue crab population decline
crab fishery an economic disas-
ter. It is now well past time for 
the federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to do its job,” 
said CBF president William C. 
Baker. “The agency should be 
honest by admitting they have 
failed. They should bring for-
ward a plan to enforce the Clean 
Water Act and reduce bay pol-
lution to levels that will restore 
water quality.’

He also noted. “Jobs have 
been lost and the economy has 
been damaged.”

According to the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science 
(VIMS), jobs relating to crab-
bing in Maryland and Virginia 
have fallen 40 percent between 
1998 and 2006. Looking more 
broadly at the impact on res-
taurants, crab processors, and 
wholesalers, VIMS estimates the 
economic cost to Maryland and 
Virginia about $640 million over 
the same time period.

Researchers also said dead 
zones concentrate crabs in shal-
lower areas near shore, making 
them more vulnerable to harvest-
ing and cannibalism. In addition, 
the declining habitat reduces 
the bay’s carrying capacity, the 
number of crabs that can be 
produced and maintained. As a 
result, fishing must be managed 
much more carefully.

“Past fisheries management 
decisions in Maryland and Vir-
ginia share some of the blame 
for the falling population,” said 

CBF senior fisheries scientist 
Bill Goldsborough. “For the last 
10 years, management policies 
have allowed more crabs to be 
harvested than science dictates. 
However, even with the current 

better management, we still 
need to reduce pollution if we 
want to see a healthy, robust crab 
population.”

The report is available at cbf.
org/badwater2008.

The River Counties Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross 
recently announced three 
upcoming courses at the chap-
ter’s Kilmarnock headquarters 
at 39 Harris Road.

CPR for the Professional 
Rescuer will be offered Janu-
ary 10, beginning at 8.30 a.m. 
Reservations are required.

Introduction to Disaster Ser-
vices and Fulfilling our Mis-
sion will be offered January 17 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Reserva-
tions are required.

CPR and First Aid will be 
offered January 31, at 8.30 a.m. 
Reservations are required.

For reservations, call 
435-7669. 

Red Cross 
courses set
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Varsity  boys basketball  
Middlesex Holiday Tourna-
ment
Championship
Lancaster 64, Middlesex 61 (2 
OT)
First round
Lancaster 61, Mathews 49
Middlesex 69, Windsor 36
Varsity girls basketball
Middlesex Holiday Tourna-

ment
Championship 
Lancaster 65, Middlesex 55 
First Round
Middlesex 65, Essex 41
Lancaster 64, Mathews 47 

Upcoming Games
Varsity boys basketball 
January 9:
Washington & Lee at Lan-
caster 

January 16:
Lancaster at Essex
Varsity girls basketball 
January 8:
Lancaster at W&L
January 15:
Essex at Lancaster
Wrestling
January 10:
Lancaster at King George 
Duals

By Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Coach Tim Rice got his 

Christmas gift on December 27 
with Lancaster’s 64-61 double-
overtime win over the Chargers 
in Middlesex High’s annual 
holiday tournament. 

Tourney MVP Joseph Betts 
sank the game-winner with 
12 seconds on the clock in the 
second overtime period as the 
Red Devils came from behind 
to pick up their eighth straight 
win and remain undefeated. 

Lancaster, which beat 
Mathews 61-49 in the first 
round, had trailed through three 
and a half quarters of the cham-
pionship game when CJ Shep-
pard had a steal and break away 
to tie the game at 36-36. Shep-
pard gave the Devils their first 
lead, 38-37, with 5:48 left and 
after six more lead changes, 
Lancaster held a 48-47 advan-
tage with two free throws by 
Betts and 56 seconds to go. 

Cody Hunter hit the second 
of two free throws for Middle-
sex with 4.5 seconds to play 
to knot the score at 48-48 and 
send the game into overtime. 

Michael Eades hit the front 
end of two free throws to cap 
a nine-point overtime period 
for Middlesex (1-8) and tie the 
game again at 57-57 with 14.6 
seconds to play and the Char-
gers held off a final shot by 
Lancaster to force the second 
OT. 

Middlesex turned the ball 
over four times in the second 
overtime and Betts hit the go-
ahead shot with 12 seconds 
remaining to give Lancaster 
a 63-61 lead. The Chargers 
turned the ball over on the 
inbounds, then Bess fouled 
Betts at the other end to give 
the sophomore guard two shots. 
Betts missed the first and sank 
the second with 11.8 seconds to 
play. Middlesex missed a long 
three-point shot at the buzzer. 

Betts and Javon Gibson 
scored 14 points each for Lan-
caster while CJ Lee led the 
Devils with 17 points. 

Bess led all scorers with 
29 points and Malcolm Ward 

Red Devils take Chargers into double
OT to win holiday championship game,
64-61, and protect undefeated 8-0 record

Middlesex’s Michael Bess drives for the goal around defender CJ Sheppard of Lancaster. 

Lancaster’s CJ Lee goes up 
for a jump shot. 

Lancaster’s Jihad Howard (23) attempts to save a loose ball 
from going out-of-bounds during the tournament final. 
Middlesex’s Michael Eades (42) lets the ball go out against 
Lancaster.

By Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
After a wobbly start, the 

Lady Devils got their game 
legs running to win the Middle-
sex Holiday Tournament two 
weeks ago in Saluda. 

Lancaster, now 5-3, walked 
away with a 65-55 victory 
over the host Chargers to win 
the two-day tournament on 
December 27. 

Both the Lady Devils and 
Lady Chargers were Group A 
state qualifiers last season. 

Middlesex (7-3) had earned 
a spot in its own champion-
ship game with a 65-41 win 
over Essex in the first round, 
while Lancaster beat Mathews, 
64-47. 

Lancaster’s Andrea White 
scored 24 points in Friday’s 
opener against the Blue Devils, 
then put up another 22 in Sat-
urday’s final to claim the MVP 
honor. 

White did most of her 
damage in the third quarter 
when Lancaster opened up a 
three-point halftime lead. She 
scored 10 of her 22 in the third 
when the Lady Devils went on 
a 16-9 run to go up 46-36. 

White opened strong with 
eight points in a 20-point Lan-
caster first quarter. Both teams 
came out big with the Char-
gers getting six points from 
Ashae Burnett and another 

Lady Devils set the pace to win
championship game by 10 points

Meagan Payne of Middlesex defends a shot by Lancaster’s Ashley Ransome (left) during the 
championship game. 

Lady Devil Jasmine Moody 
(22) looks for the basket.

Takeia Jones of Lancaster 
fights to pull down a rebound 
against Middlesex’s Meagan 
Payne (left) and Ashae Bur-
nette.

four each from Brianna Brooks 
and Micah Reed in the open-
ing quarter to trail by only two. 
Ashley Ransome, who finished 
with 11 points for Lancaster, 
and Takeia Jones, who tallied 
10, both scored four points in 
the opening quarter. 

Tyesha Harvey led Lancast-
er’s fourth-quarter effort, scor-
ing 10 of her 14 total. 

Burnette led the Chargers 
with 19 points and Brooks 
added 12. Burnette put up 
23 points to lead Middlesex 
against the Trojans. 

Lancaster..20  10  16  19 — 65 
Middlesex....18   9    9   17 — 55

Lancaster — Crockett 2, Crip-
pen 2, Harvey 14, Moody 2, 
Beane 0, D. Jones 2, Ransome 
11, T. Jones 10, White 22. 

Middlesex — Brooks 12, Reed 
1, Brown 3, Kimble 1, Payne 
4, Baylor 9, Burnette 19, Reed 
6. Three-point goals: Brooks, 
Brown, Baylor. 

By Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster High cagers took 

top honors at the Middlesex 
Holiday Tournament.

Junior Andrea White 
scored 22 points in the tour-
nament championship to lead 
Lancaster over host Middle-
sex, 65-55, and pick up the 
girls’ MVP award, while 
sophomore Joseph Betts led 
Lancaster’s boys team in 

a double overtime victory, 
64-61, over the Chargers to 
claim the boys’ MVP title. 

Betts scored 14 points in 
the tourney final and was 
joined on the all-tournament 
boys team by teammates 
Javon Gibson and CJ Lee. 
Gibson also scored 14 in the 
championship game, while 
Lee led the Devil scorers 
with 17. 

Lancaster’s Takeia Jones 
also was named to the girls 
all-tournament team along 
with Brianna Miales and 
Sharese Jarvis of Mathews, 
Ashae Burnette of Middlesex 
and Amber Smith of Essex. 

Michael Bess and Malcolm 
Ward of Middlesex and Shi-
heid Williamson of Mathews 
also were named to the boys 
all-tournament team.

Red Devils claim team and individual 
honors in invitational tournament

Coach William Griffin of Middlessex pres-
ents Lancaster’s Andrea White with the 
MVP trophy of the girls tournament. 

Middlesex High School principal Chris 
Valdrighi presents Lancaster’s Joseph Betts 
with the MVP award of the boys holiday 
tournament.

Scoreboard

n Boat show
The 54th Virginia Boat 

Show will be held January 23 
through 25 at the Greater Rich-
mond Convention Center at 
301 North Third Street in Rich-
mond.

Hours will be Friday from 
1 to 9 p.m.; Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m.; and Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admis-
sion is $8 for adults; $6 for 
ages 12 to 17; and free for ages 
11 and younger.

n RV expo
The Washington Camping RV 

Expo will be held at the Dulles 
Expo Center January 16 through 
18. Show hours are Friday, noon 
to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m.; and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Tickets are $8 for adults; 
$2 for kids ages 6 to 16; and free 
for kids ages 5 and younger. Vis-
itors can get a free return pass to 
attend the show more than one 
day at no extra charge by visit-
ing the show office.

n Mahjong Day
The Woman’s Club of Lan-

caster will host a Mahjong Day 
at the clubhouse in Lancaster 
Wednesday, January 14. The 
event will begin at 10 a.m. with 
beverages and pastries. Lunch 
will include barbecue and des-
sert.

This is a fund-raiser for the 
club. A donation of $15 per 
person will include all the 
above. For reservations, call 
Donna Berger at 462-0495.

Sport Shorts

www.RRecord.com
really, it’s a great source

804.435.1701

chipped in 17 for Middlesex, 
which advanced to Saturday’s 
tournament final with a 69-36 
slaughter over Windsor in a 
first round game December 
26. Ward led the Chargers in 

that game with 18 points. Bess 
scored 16 and Nigil Rich 10. 

Betts led Lancaster in its first 
round win over Mathews with 
20 points and Tevin Moore 
added 10. Shiheid William-
son was the only double-digit 
scorer for the Blue Devils with 
15 points. 

Mathews went on to beat 
Windsor, 68-54, in the conso-
lation game behind 20 points 
from C.J. Kelly. The Dukes 
were led by Kwamane Harris 
with 20 points and Tony Walton 
with 14. 

Lancaster..7  13  10  18  9  7 — 64
Middlesex...10  13  11 14  9  4 — 61
Lancaster — Gibson 14, Betts 14, 
Carter 0, R. Lee 0, Sheppard 6, CJ 
Lee 17, Moore 8, Howard 2, Jen-
kins 3. Three-point goals: Gibson 
2. 
Middlesex — Bess 29, Bryant 0, 
Hammond 0, Sutherlin 0, Ward 17, 
Rich 4, Hunter 3, Eades 8. Three-
point goals: Bess 5. 
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Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Va. Class “A” #022400

Major Additions • Dormers • Decks • Rec Rooms
Kitchens • Baths • Garages • Carports • Screened Porches

Built-In Bookcases & Wall Units

804-761-1220TOM JENNINGS

FREE Basic EMT Class Offered
A basic emergency medical technician training 

course will be offered 
Sunday and Thursday nights 

7:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
during February, March, April and May. 

The class will be taught by professional para-
medic Craig Rice at the Rappahannock General 

Hospital Training Center behind the hospital. 
The class is condensed from a year-long com-

munity college program. Priority will be given to 
Northern Neck volunteers to help support 

the Kilmarnock Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad and other groups in the area. 

Call Sonny Thomas, 
days at 462-7598, evenings 435-6193.
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White Stone/Grey’s Point Tides, Sun, & Moon – January, 2009

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

1686 Waverly Ave. Kilmarnock, VA

Visit us at: www.chesapeakeboatbasin.com
Toll Free 877-482-4287- Local 804-435-3110

www.rrecord.com
Your online avenue for local news
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Serving the Northern Neck

Team Sigler’s rock
Team Sigler landed this 36-inch, 20-pound rockfish last 
week off Bluff Point. From left are Bill Sigler, his son, Will, 
brother-in-law, Clyde Trathowen, and son-in-law, David 
Deans.

Nice catch
Sharon Booth of Kilmar-
nock caught this rockfish 
off Virginia Beach January 4 
while fishing with Raymond 
Booth, Matt Ficklin and 
Capt. George Jackson, all of 
Kilmarnock.

By Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster’s wrestlers picked 

up one win but struggled at the 
two-day Bison Duals in Buffalo 
Gap over the holiday break. 

“We were missing some guys 
for the holiday and a couple 
of guys were sick,” said LHS 
coach Craig Oren. “So what 
we did was take nine guys to a 
tournament that included some 
of the best Group A teams in 
the state. We gave up 30 points 
every match right at the start 
because of low numbers and 
you can’t overcome that.”

Lancaster’s only win came 
against Lebanon, 39-35. Tour-
nament champion Castlewood 
beat Lancaster, 66-17. Host 
Buffalo Gap got by the Devils, 
42-30, James River beat Lan-
caster, 51-23, and Stonewall 
Jackson downed LHS, 51-18.

Highlighting Lancaster’s 
tournament action were 
Sam Frere (145) and Robert 
Wineland (119). Frere, the 
defending state champion, and 
Wineland, a state qualifier, both 
went unbeaten at 5-0. 

Heavyweight Evan Antonio, 
Ryan Joyner (160) and Char-
lie Miller (152) each had three 
wins. 

The three, along with 
Wineland and Stevell Mitch-
ell (215), each picked up 
silver medals at the Lancaster 
Duals, a six-team tournament 
on December 20. 

Frere led Lancaster as its 
only gold medalist. 

Michael Nguyen (140) and 
Xam Dang (103) both took 
bronze. 

Group AAA James Madi-
son won the tournament and 
beat Lancaster, 49-27. Run-
ner-up Middlesex defeated 
Lancaster, 54-30. 

The host Devils got by 
Franklin, 62-24, and beat 
Arcadia, 51-30. Lancaster 
also beat Northern Neck Dis-
trict team, Northumberland, 

Sam Frere was the only Red Devil wrestler to win a gold 
medal at the Lancaster Duals. (Photo by Dr. Richard 
Wineland)

Charlie Miller had three wins in the Bison Duals at Buffalo 
Gap.  (Photo by Dr. Richard Wineland)

Red Devil wrestlers grappling for wins

45-16. 
The Devils edged their 

district rival Washington and 
Lee, 33-32, on December 17. 

Wineland helped lead Lan-

caster with a 7-3 win over 
defending Region A finalist 
Cullen Oliver.

Joyner scored a pin in his 
first match of the year. 

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
recently announced it will 
extend the early entry draw-
ing deadline to January 31 
for entries to the 26th annual 
Reedville Fishing Derby.

The drawing is worth $1,000. 
To be eligible for the drawing, 
entries must be postmarked no 
later than January 31.

The deadline has been 

Fishing Derby early entry date extended
extended a month in response to 
those who have been impacted 
by the economic slowdown.

Smith Point Sea Rescue is 
a volunteer rescue unit which 
serves boaters from Ragged 
Point to the mouth of the Poto-
mac River, south to the Rappa-
hannock River and across the 
Chesapeake Bay to the eastern 
shore.

The organization receives 
no governmental monetary 
support and depends on the 

proceeds of the annual derby 
and donations to fund its 
operations for the year. This 
year, Waterman’s Cove, an 
18-home waterfront develop-
ment in Fleeton, Buzzard’s 
Point Marina, and a long list 
of co-sponsors will make the 
2009 derby possible.

To register, contact derby 
director Russ Bertino at 453-
3660, or fishn777@aol.com; 
or visit SmithPointSeaRescue.
com.

Got a great catch? Fill us in!
Editor@rrecord.com, deadline is Tuesdays at noon

The latest word on eggs
After falling out of favor, 

the ordinary egg has made a 
remarkable comeback into 
nutritional good grace. There’s 
one significant catch, though: 
study results continue to sug-
gest that eggs are bad for the 
cardiovascular health of people 
with diabetes.

Eggs contain a lot of choles-
terol: there are about 200 mil-
ligrams (mg) in a large egg, all 
of it in the yolk. The American 
Heart Association has recom-
mended that people limit their 
daily cholesterol intake to 300 
mg. Epidemiologic evidence, 
however, such as the Framing-
ham Heart Study and the Har-
vard’s Nurses Health Study 
have found that people who 

eat as many as six eggs a week 
on average are no more likely 
to have a heart attack or suffer 
a stroke than people who eat 
far fewer eggs, or avoid eating 
them altogether.

In fact, the pendulum has 
now swung so far that some 
experts believe that egg eating 
out to be encouraged as a way 
to keep weight off. An egg has 
a fair amount of protein (about 
6.3 grams versus 8 in a cup of 
skim milk), and this protein 
tends to be quite filling. In addi-
tion, eggs in a low-carb diet 
have shown to increase “good” 
HDL levels.

Earlier this year, Harvard 
researchers found that the all-
cause mortality rate for people 
with diabetes started to climb 

with eating just one egg a week 
and that it doubled for those 
eating seven or more a week.

In contrast, the mortality rate 
for people without diabetes 
didn’t go up until intake reached 
seven eggs a week or more. 
Even then, the increase was a 
relatively  modest 22 percent. 
No one has an explanation for 
this.

If you want to start eating a 
lot of eggs, you should ask your 
doctor for a cholesterol test just 
to be on the safe side. Some folks 
swear that the three-egg-white 
omelet is just as delicious as the 
yolks-included version but leav-
ing out the yolk also subtracts 
protein, calcium, phosphorus, 
Vitamin A, choline, selenium 
and other healthful nutrients.

A Doctor Speaks
by George Moore, MD

The Bridge Discussion 
Group will resume meeting 
Tuesday, January 13, at 9:30 
a.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of Lancaster clubhouse. The 
sessions will be held for eight 
consecutive weeks.

The sessions will be con-
centrating on defense, play 

of the hand and newer con-
ventions. The lessons are 
reinforced with individual 
handouts and pre-set hands 
to play.

These sessions are open to 
everyone. They are designed 
for the person who has played 
bridge and is familiar with 

bidding, said Betty Thorn-
ton.

The fee is $5 per session. 
Participants do not have to 
attend each session as they 
are stand-alone topics.

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating may call Thornton 
at 462-0742.

Nine pairs played the Howell 
Movement at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone December 
18. Winners were first, Cynthia 
Birdsall and Arden Durham; 
second, Dianne Monroe and 
Babs Murphy; third, Norris 
Richardson and Mason Funai; 
and fourth, Ilva Doggett and 
Kay Williams.

Eight pairs played the Howell 
Movement at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone December 
22. Winners were first, Dianne 
Monroe and Babs Murphy; 
second, Iris Panzetta and Grace 
Nagel; and third, Judy Peifer 
and Virginia Adair.

Eight tables of bridge were 
in play December 16 at the 
Woman’s Club of Lancaster.

WInners north/south were 
first, Mary Andrews and Bar-
bara Hubbard; second, Cynthia 
Birdsall and Arden Durham; 
and third, Joseph and Beverly 
Oren.

Winners east/west were first, 
Terry Carter and Al Jodrey; 
second, Ronnie Gerster and 
Carolyn Reed; and third, Vir-
ginia Adair and Lynn Green.

The Women’s Club of Lan-
caster held its regular bridge 
luncheon December 17. After 
lunch, attendees played bridge 
and mahjong.

Bridge winners were first, 
Jinx Wright with 2,920 points; 
and second, Kay Williams with 

Seven pairs played the 
Howell Movement December 
23 at Rappahannock West-
minster-Canterbury.

Winners were first, Ilva 
Doggett and Kay Williams; 
second, Arden Durham and 
Virginia Adair; and third, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Judy 
Peifer.

Eight duplicate pairs 
played the Howell Movement 
at the Woman’s Club of White 
Stone December 30. 

Winners were first, (tie) 
Dianne Monroe and Babs 
Murphy, and Judy Peifer and 
Virginia Adair; and third, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Arden 
Durham. 

The next bridge for this 
group is Wednesday, January 
14, at 1 p.m.

Bridge Discussion Group will begin on January 13

2,870 points.
The next regular sandwich 

bridge will be January 21 at 
the Women’s Club. Call Betty 
Thornton at 462-0742 for res-
ervations or to be placed on a 
waiting list. The club thanks all 
who participate in making the 
sandwich bridge a wonderful 
success, said Thornton.

Bridge Results Bowling
Results

Ladies League
Yeatman’s Forklift won three 

games against the Lancaster 
Tavern Girls (LTG) when Mary York 
bowled a 339 set with games of 
103, 107 and 129. Pat Harris rolled 
a 328 set with games of 103, 100 
and 125. Betty Steffey had a 318 
set with 102, 110 and 106 games. 
For the Lancaster Tavern Girls, Pat 
Lewis bowled a 301 set with a 110 
game. Flo Harvey and Jean Reyn-
olds both rolled games of 101.

Callis Seafood won two games 
against D&L Doc n’ Divas when 
Gayle Conrad bowled a 358 set 
with games of 147 and 113. Donna 
Thomas rolled a 310 set with games 
of 103 and 116. Betty Evans had a 
305 set with games of 107 and 112. 
For D&L, JoAnne Paulette bowled 
a 333 set with games of 112, 106 
and 115. Terry Stillman rolled a 312 
set with games of 105 and 109. 
Linda Lake had a 114 game and 
Beverly Benson two games of 100.

The Wal-Mart Rollers won two 
games against R. P. Waller when 
Vicki White bowled a 323 set with 
games of 108 and 118. Sandra 
Evans rolled a 312 set with a 125 
game. Joan Bowles had a 297 set 
with a 108 game. For R.P. Waller, 
Dee Atkins bowled a 302 set with 
games of 101 and 108. Mary Lee 
Kent rolled a 292 set and Marsha 
Nash had a 282 set.

Standings
  W L
Yeatman’s 30 12
Doc ‘n Divas 25 17
Wal-Mart 23 19
Callis Seafood 21 21
R.P. Waller 19 23
LTG  8 34

A Great Source 
for local sports

www.RRecord.com
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Give the Gift of Golf
KING CARTER GOLF PASSPORT

• First Round of Golf is FREE!
• $10 off the Daily Rate every time you play
• Free VSGA 2009 Handicap services
• Your Guest receives $5 off the daily rate
• Free Range Balls for each round played
• Good on all rounds through December 31, 2009

GOLF PASSPORTS - $295

GIFT CERTIFICATES ALSO AVAILABLE

* Limited availability, must purchase before January 31, 2009, golf 
passports are non-transferable & non-refundable. Golf passport 

rates and discounts are based on our regular public rates. 
Discounts do not apply with other offers or special promotions.

King Carter Golf Club
480 Old St. Johns Road

Irvington, VA 22480
804-435-7842

golf@kingcartergolfclub.com
www.kingcartergolfclub.com

Rappahannock Shores
Marine Construction

For all of your pier, fl oating dock, boatlift, jetty, and 
bulkhead needs

New construction and repair
Licensed and Insured

804-435-2950                                 866-SHORE-17

The 4th annual YMCA 
Polar Bear Plunge took place 
on New Year’s Day with 18 
people of all ages plunging 
into the frigid waters of Indian 
Creek at the YMCA’s Camp 
Kekoka near Kilmarnock.

The event raised more than 
$1,200 for the Guardian Pro-
gram. Plungers and their spon-
sors warmed up afterward with 
black-eyed peas, soups, chili, 
sweets and hot beverages.

YMCA employee Esaw Lee 
collected $385 from more than 
40 sponsors including Nor-
thumberland Middle and High 
School teachers, said Susan 
Johnson. Lee is a former 
Northumberland student. 
He stopped at both schools 
one day to collect materials 
for ROTC and visit some of 
his former teachers. While 
there, he thought he might as 
well solicit sponsors for the 
plunge.

The teachers stepped up to 

the plate, and even the sev-
enth-grade class donated $10, 
said Johnson.

 “I’d never done it before 
and wanted to challenge 
myself. I am also so happy 
to help the families and kids 
in our community,” said Lee. 
“Between working and exer-
cising, I practically live at the 
Y and want to see others ben-
efit too.”

Branch executive Mark 
Favazza and Peninsula Met-
ropolitan Associate execu-
tive, MJ Anderson dressed 
in New Year’s-themed attire, 
said Johnson. Favazza dressed 
head to toe in aluminum foil, 
representing holiday leftovers. 
Anderson, who was supposed 
to be a black-eyed pea, sported 
a “black eye” and wore a 
sweater with a large “P.”

The event was hosted by 
Tom and Susan Richardson, 
said Johnson. He is a former 
YMCA board member and 

had been plunging on his own 
for more than five years before 
turning his tradition into a 
fund-raiser for the YMCA 
four years ago.

Although Susan Richard-
son helped host the event for 
the past four years, she didn’t 
decide to plunge until this 
year, said Johnson.

 “After being behind the 
scenes for so long, I decided 
it was time to ‘walk the walk,’ 
especially since the rest of my 
family plunges every year,” 
said Susan Richardson. “The 
water was definitely cold, but 
you have all that adrenaline 
going in, so it was more do-
able than I thought it would 
be.” 

She plans to plunge again 
next year and challenges 
others to do the same. 

“What a great way to start a 
New Year – challenging your-
self and helping others at the 
same time,” she said.

YMCA polar bears take a plunge
Some 18 brave souls started 2009 with a dip in Indian Creek.

Belle Isle State Park chief 
ranger of interpretation and 
education Charlene Talcott is 
planning Winter Warmers, a 
series of talks on environmen-
tal and nature topics. The talks 
will take place in the Visitor 
Center environmental educa-
tion room at 1 p.m. 

On January 15, “Living 
Shorelines, Erosion Control, 
and Habitat Enhancement,” 
will be presented by Bobbie 
Burton.

To protect an exception-
ally vulnerable point and to 
become a demonstration site 
for living shoreline techniques, 
Hull Springs Farm launched its 
“Living Shorelines: Shoreline 
Erosion Control and Habitat 
Enhancement Project,” said 
Talcott. Longwood University 
secured grants to support the 
project and to assess how living 
shoreline techniques could be 
used on-site to control erosion, 
while also preserving or restor-
ing shoreline habitat that sup-
ports shorebirds, juvenile fish, 
and other wildlife species. 

Burton is the executive 
director of Hull Springs Farm.  
She was vice president for 
University Advancement at 
Longwood University from 
1998 until September of 2008, 
as well as serving as the chief 
operating officer of the Long-
wood University Foundation 
Inc.    

On January 29, “Prescribed 
Burns in Natural Areas” will 
be presented by Rebecca 
Wilson.

Prescribed burning is a spe-
cialized management activity 
essential in natural areas sup-
porting occurrences of fire-
maintained natural heritage 
resources, said Talcott. Pre-
scribed burn management is 
a component of stewardship, 
requiring expertise in biology, 
ecology, and fire operations to 
safely and effectively mimic 
the process of natural fire 

under controlled conditions. 
Wilson is the Chesapeake 

Bay Region Steward and East-
ern Fire Leader for the Virginia 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation Natural Heri-
tage Program.  She has par-
ticipated in over 600 hours of 
prescribed burns, including 
burns on the Northern Neck.

On February 5, “The Health 
of the Rapphannnock River 
and What YOU Can Do About 
It” will be presented by John 
Tippett.

Participants will learn about 
the types of pollution in the 
river, pollution sources, and it’s 
effects on the living resources 
of the river, said Talcott.

Since 1995, Tippett has 
served as executive director 
of the Friends of the Rappa-
hannock (FOR), a river 
conservation organization 
headquartered in Fredericks-
burg. 

On February 19,  “Retain-
ing Water is Good for the Bay 
– Stormwater Management 
for Homeowners” will be pre-
sented by Samuel Johnson.

Having adequate amounts 
of rainfall is essential to grow-
ing good farm crops, having 
good home vegetable gardens 
and keeping a nice green lawn, 
said Talcott. Excess runoff can 
cause major erosion of soils 
and carry with it numbers of 
pollutants as it moves across 
the topography. 

Johnson is the non-point 
source specialist with the 
Northern Neck Soil & Water 
Conservation District.  He 
spent 31 years as the Virginia 
Cooperative Extension agent 
in Westmoreland County. 

On March 5, “Babes in the 
Woods—Is That Animal Really 
Orphaned?” will be presented 
by Dianna O’Connor.

Wild Bunch Wildlife Reha-
bilitation is devoted to help-
ing native Virginia wildlife by 
sponsoring hands-on care for 

sick, injured, and orphaned 
animals, by educating the 
public to prevent or resolve 
wildlife problems, and by 
operating a refuge for animal 
care and release, said Talcott. 
The refuge consists of 83 acres 
in the Northern Neck.  It shares 
a boundary with the 1,800-
acre Rappahannock National 
Wildlife.

O’Connor is the resident 
rehabilitator.  She has been 
rehabbing for 18 years and, in 
the 2008, cared for over 700 
animals, including virtually 
all of the native mammals and 
birds found in this area. 

On March 19, “Conserva-
tion Measures in Northern 
Neck Grain Production” will 
be presented by Matt Lewis.

This talk focuses on the pre-
dominant agricultural activity 
in the Northern Neck, how 
it affects water quality in the 
Chesapeake Bay, and what 
farmers are doing to minimize 
those impacts, said Talcott. 
Learn why grain production is 
an important component of the 
local economy and what locally 
produced grains are used for.  
Following this introduction, 
the talk will concentrate on 
the link between farming and 
the bay’s health, and introduce 
current and emerging solu-
tions to farming-related water 
quality issues.

Lewis is a Virginia Cooper-
ative Extension agent in Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster 
counties.  He has actively 
engaged in farming here for 
the past 13 years.  He is a 
director of the Northern Neck 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, and has been an asso-
ciate director of three soil and 
water conservation districts 
since joining Extension in 
2001.

All of the talks are free. 
However, there is a $2 per car 
parking fee.  For directions, 
call the park at 462-5030.

Belle Isle State Park environmental 
lecture series to begin January 15

Two members of the North-
ern Neck Family YMCA 
masters swim team, Richard 
“Dick” Scott and Sue McK-
erns, recently tabulated their 
swim yardage and submitted it 
to a special fitness event, “Go 
the Distance,” sponsored by 
United States Masters Swim-
ming.

Monthly logs from all partic-
ipants were reviewed by coor-
dinator, Mary Sweat, analyzed, 
and reported in miles.

McKerns swam a total of 
467.61 miles and Scott 320 
miles during 2008, said Striper 
coach Kathryn Gregory. 
November results have McK-
erns ranking seventh and Scott 
fifth in their respective age 
groups.

As of November, the 604 

The Northern Neck/Middle 
Peninsula Chapter of the Vir-
ginia Aeronautical Histori-
cal Society will meet at noon 
Thursday, January 15, at the 
Pilot House Restaurant in Top-
ping.

John Fillete will speak on 
the “History of Aerial Recon-
naissance,” an important, 
necessary, and long-term aero-
nautical operation for military 
and rescue activities.

The chapter meetings are 
open to the public. Anyone 
who has been involved in any 
part of aviation, or who is just 
interested in flying may attend 
and join.

On Monday, January 12, 
wildlife biologist Sandy Spen-
cer will lead a Northern Neck 
Audubon Society bird walk at 
the Wilna Unit of the Rappah-
annock River Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge near Warsaw.

According to publicity chair 
Maggie Gerdts, walkers will 
encounter early growth forest, 
managed grasslands, a pond 
and riverfront. Possible sight-
ings will include eastern mead-
owlarks, winter warblers and 
sparrows, Savannah sparrows, 
bald eagles, swans, dabbling 
and diving ducks, and wood-
peckers, said Gerdts.

A carpool group will leave 
Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock at 7:45 a.m.

Those driving directly to the 
refuge should meet at the pond 
near the visitors’ center at 8:30 
a.m.  From Warsaw, take Route 
360 west some 2.1 miles. Turn 
right onto Newland Road. Go 
4.2 miles on Newland Road. 
Turn left onto Strangeway 
Road. Turn right onto Sandy 
Lane. Turn left at the sign for 
the refuge.  Follow that road 
to the end. Turn left. Go to the 
end of that road and turn right. 
Meet in the parking lot near the 
pond.  

Warm clothing, binoculars 
and water-resistant footwear 
are recommended.  

Jim and Kathy Bearden, who 
won the “People’s Choice” 
award at the 2008 Lights on the 
Creek boat parade in Irvington, 
donated their $500 prize to the 
Animal Welfare League.

Fifteen boats participated in 
the parade and viewers at The 
Tides Inn, the Rappahannock 
River Yacht Club (RRYC) and 
parties on Carter’s Creek, chose 
their favorite decorated boat by 
ballot and phone. 

The ninth annual Lights 
on the Creek parade was held 
December 6 and the organizers 
estimate that over 500 people 
watched from the shores of 
Carter’s Creek. Ballots were 
distributed at The Tides and the 
RRYC and e-mailed to private 
individuals who registered in 
advance; 314 people voted.

More than 125 people (cap-
tains, crews, sponsors and vol-
unteers) attended the Captain’s 
Party at The Tides Inn after the 
parade.

Lights on the Creek is hosted 
by The Tides Inn and organized 
by the Rappahannock River 
Yacht Club in conjunction with 
the Irvington Village Improve-
ment Association.

Sponsors for 2008 included 
The Town of Irvington, Robert 

Animal Welfare League 
benefits from boat parade

From left are Lights on the Creek committee co-chair Larry 
Worth,  Tides Inn Manager Gordon Slatford, Jim and Kathy 
Bearden, who skippered the vessel Charm and Animal 
Welfare League of the Northern Neck representative Barb 
Dietz. Seadog Murphy, suitably attired for the holidays, 
also attended the check presentation ceremony at The Tides 
Inn.

S. Westbrook DDS, On the 
Water power boat charters, 
Rappahannock Yachts, Island 
Travel, Breeden and Breeden 
Attorneys at Law, Glenn 
C. Cockrell LLC, Creative 
Designs of Virginia, Custom 

Engraving, Jimmy and Sook 
clothing, Spotts Fain PC, 
White Fences Vineyard & 
Winery,  and Mac’s Auto World 
of VA.  The U.S. Coast Guard 
also assisted with boat parade 
logistics.

Birders to explore
Wilna refuge unit

Flyers to review 
history of aerial 
reconnaissance

Sue McKernsDick Scott

Swimmers ‘Go the Distance’

event participants had swum a  
year’s grand total of 151,457.84 
miles, with an average of 
250.76 miles, added Gregory.

Scott and McKerns swam 
part of their distances with the 
Striper Swim Team, and part 
individually.

McKerns has already 
included the 2009 “Go the 
Distance” event as part of her 
annual swimming goals.

“I’ve done the math and I 
think 550 would be a reason-
able goal for 2009,” said McK-
erns.

A Great Source 

for local sports
www.RRecord.com

The Woman’s Club of Lan-
caster County held its monthly 
meeting December 10.

After a brief business meet-
ing, Janice Seyman enter-
tained by playing the piano and 
leading the group in singing 
Christmas carols. A Christmas 
luncheon followed.

The next meeting of the 
Woman’s Club will be Febru-
ary 11. Carol Medlin will pres-
ent a program on “Underwater 
Designs.” Anyone interested in 
attending or seeking informa-
tion on the club, may call Susie 
Pierce at 462-7055.

Meanwhile, the club will 
host a Mahjong Day fund-raiser 
at 10 a.m. January 14 at the 
clubhouse in Lancaster. A $15 
donation will include games, 
refreshments and lunch. For 
reservations, call Donna Berger 
at 462-0495.

Woman’s Club 
plans meetings

GOT THE  I T C H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?
Mai l@RRecord.com

Email your  NEWS to:
editor@rrecord.com
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• Climate Controlled 
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STORAGE

Chesapeake Commons Courtyard 

N. Main Street (next to Peebles) 

Kilmarnock • 435-9315

New Saturday Hours

  Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-2

Vacuum Cleaner
 Lamp Repairs

Also a supply of accessories

Contact Northern Neck Office Equipment

804-435-1698
33 N. Main St. Kilmarnock

and
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Virginia Cooperative 
Extension (VCE) will hold 
an interest meeting for 
current and prospective 
beekeepers at 6:30 p.m. Jan-
uary 20 at Wicomico Parish 
Church at 5191 Jessie Ball 
duPont Memorial Highway 
in Wicomico Church.

The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss establishment 
of a beekeeper’s organiza-
tion for the Northern Neck 
that could provide a com-
munication link on emerging 
issues for beekeepers, sup-
port beekeeping in the com-
munity and potentially hold 
a beekeeping class for new 
beekeepers, said VCE agent 
Matt Lewis.  

The most important thing 
honeybees do for people 
is pollination, said Lewis. 
Introduced to North America 
by European settlers, honey-
bees are vital to food produc-
tion because they pollinate 
flowers, enabling plants to 
produce seeds, fruits and 
vegetables.

Moreover, the sweet honey 
they produce is enjoyed by 
many and has even been 
associated with reducing 
allergies, added Lewis.  

In recent times, however, 
honeybee populations have 
been on the decline due to 
a poorly understood malady 
known as Colony Collapse 
Disorder, he said.  

Therefore, it is important 
to work towards increasing 
honeybee populations, partly 
by supporting current and 
budding beekeepers in their 
endeavors through education, 
said Lewis.

Everyone with an interest 
in beekeeping, from expe-
rienced beekeepers to those 
wanting to start, is urged to 
attend the meeting.  There is 
no fee and no pre-registra-
tion.

The Virginia Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services reminds farmers the 
open season for farm revenue 
insurance has begun. Adjusted 
Gross Revenue insurance is 
available for farmers in East-
ern Virginia, and AGR-Lite is 
available statewide.

Adjusted Gross Revenue 
(AGR) insurance for farmers 
and ranchers is again being 
offered in Eastern Virginia 
counties for 2009 according 
to the Raleigh Regional Office 
of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
Risk Management Agency. 
The application deadline is 
February 2.

Current AGR policyholders 
also have until February 2 to 

Furniture artisan Andrew 
Pitts of Heathsville was 
awarded an honorable men-
tion in the Custom Wood-
working Business 2009 
Design Portfolio Awards 
competition for a custom 
cabinet in the residential 
furniture, freestanding cat-
egory.

The piece was featured in 
the December 2008 issue of 
Custom Woodworking Busi-
ness Magazine and on iswon-
line.com/.

Pitts calls the piece “A 
Special Cabinet” because it 
is a quite amazing combina-
tion of needs and design, he 
said.

His clients had exacting 
requirements for a piece that 
would house a flat screen 
television on a lift, a satel-
lite TV receiver, a showcase 
for an extensive snuff bottle 
collection, and also contain 
hidden compartments for 
jewelry, he said. 

“I worked closely with my 
clients to design this piece, 
providing several options to 
them before we settled on 
the f inal design,” said Pitts. 
I used CAD (computer aided 
design) software to draw 
realistic renderings and for 

detailed design drawings and 
this helped us when we had to 
make minor design changes 
as the work progressed.” 

The wood used in the cabi-

net is all local hardwood that 
Pitts milled himself with 
his WoodMizer sawmill and 
dried in his solar drying 
kiln.

Competition for the award 
was immense, with a large 
number of entries and only 
seven winners and 15 honor-
able mentions. The awards 
program is sponsored by 
Custom Woodworking Busi-
ness magazine, a trade pub-
lication serving the custom 
woodworking market.

The Design Portfolio 
Awards program judges 
custom woodwork on the 
basis of appearance and 
quality of construction, with 
emphasis on design creativ-
ity and functionality, said 
Pitts.

His work can be seen at 
the Studio Gallery in Kil-
marnock, in the Artisans 
Center of Virginia Gallery in 
Waynesboro, or AndrewPitts-
FurnitureMaker.com.

Furniture artisan Andrew Pitts creates custom furniture at 
his Heathsville studio.

This “Special Cabinet” earned Andrew Pitts an honorable 
mention in the Custom Woodworking Business 2009 Design 
Portfolio Awards competition.

Furniture maker earns
magazine recognition

Instead of giving gifts 
to each other for the holi-
days, employees of Northern 
Neck Insurance Company in 
Irvington gave money to The 
Lancaster/Northumberland 
Interfaith Service Council 
Inc.

Interfaith provides emer-
gency assistance to many 
residents of Lancaster and 
Northumberland Counties by 
providing household goods, 
furniture, food and fuel for 
heat, according to marketing 
assistant Dawn Hinkle.

Members of the commit-
tee sold sweet treats and two 

silent auctions were held, said 
Hinkle. They organized a pot 
luck luncheon where every-
one brought a dish and paid to 
eat. Breakfast was made and 
sold, and a raffle was held for 
‘Pumpkin’ cakes. They even 
paid to wear blue jeans.

The generosity was over-
whelming, she said. Employ-
ees gave treasures from home 
to auction off, cooked, and 
participated to make money 
so that others may have what 
they need.

“The true spirit of giving 
lives at Northern Neck Insur-
ance Company,” said Hinkle.    

make any changes to exist-
ing contracts. AGR provides 
whole farm income protection 
under an umbrella-type policy 
that covers income from all 
crops and some livestock, 
provided the income from 
livestock and livestock prod-
ucts does not exceed 35 per-
cent of total farm income.

Unlike traditional crop 
insurance guarantees based 
on yields, AGR provides a 
guarantee against a signifi-
cant decline in overall farm 
income from the average of 
the most recent f ive years 
(2003 to 2007). As a result of 
substantial premium subsi-
dies provided by the USDA, 
AGR can be a very afford-
able way to guarantee an 

income flow from your farm 
operations.

In addition, a similar prod-
uct called AGR-Lite which 
covers livestock and has a 
limitation of $1,000,000 in 
coverage, is available in all 
Virginia counties for 2009. 
The sales closing date for new 
AGR-Lite contracts is March 
16. Farmers and ranchers are 
strongly urged to contact a 
local crop insurance agent, 
as soon as possible, for more 
information and premium 
quotes for both products.

For a list of crop insurance 
agents, farmers and ranch-
ers may contact their local 
USDA Farm Service Agency 
office, or visit 3rma.usda.
gov/tools/agents/.

The Office of Farmland 
Preservation of the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (VDACS) 
is seeking proposals for work-
shops to help Virginia farmers 
transition their farms and farm-
ing operations to the next gen-
eration.

Research by Virginia Tech 
revealed that 70 percent of 
Virginia farms could undergo 
transition in the next decade 
and that most farmers are 
unprepared to make that tran-
sition. Workshop ideas should 

As mid-January approaches, 
lawmakers and their constituents 
are readying themselves for a 
busy legislative season.

One issue on the table, eminent 
domain, won’t put a pinch on the 
state’s already-tight budget, but 
it will make a difference to all 
Virginians who own property, 
according to Sen. Mark Oben-
shain of Harrisonburg.

“This isn’t just an issue impor-
tant to farmers, but to anyone who 
owns real estate anywhere where 
there is a possibility of local or 
state government deciding they 
could use your property better 
than you can,” said Sen. Oben-
shain, who is working with the 
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation 
to amend the state constitution 
with regard to eminent domain.

“That scenario is danger-
ous, and we have seen plenty of 
examples of that taking place in 
Virginia,” he said.

Any entity that has eminent 
domain authority can utilize it 
only if it is for a public use as 
redefined by the Virginia General 
Assembly in 2007. The constitu-
tional amendment would more 
permanently protect the reforms 
to that definition.

Before the amendment goes 
before voters, it must pass the 
General Assembly twice with 
an intervening election. If that 
occurs, citizens of the Common-
wealth will have an opportunity to 
vote on it.

If it fails at any point, the pro-
cess starts over, delaying the vote 
by citizens for another two years.

“This is not the first time we 
have fought this fight,” Sen. 
Obenshain said. “We are facing 
some of the same challenges we 
saw before.

“If property owners and citi-
zens can do anything to help, they 
need to contact their legislators 
and tell them this is important to 
them—demand that their House 
of Delegates member or their state 
Senator support this constitutional 
amendment, because it will make 
a difference for all Virginians.”

Other priority issues for the 
Farm Bureau this session include 
state funding for best manage-
ment practices, land preservation 
and Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion.

focus on helping farm fami-
lies take the first steps toward 
developing and implementing 
farm transition plans that will 
keep farms in agricultural pro-
duction.

Workshops will be funded 
by revenue generated from the 
Virginia Agriculture specialty 
license plate. This is the first 
time funding will be used from 
license plate fees since the agri-
culture plate was introduced in 
2004. License fees will provide 
funding of up to $40 per work-
shop participant per day.

VDACS is particularly inter-
ested in proposals that focus 
on building communication 
among family members, as 
well as increasing the ability 
of farm family service provid-
ers such as attorneys, financial 
planners or Extension agents to 
assist families with transition 
issues. VDACS will give spe-
cial consideration to proposals 
that emphasize collaboration 
among different units, agencies 
and/or organizations.

The Request for Proposal is 
available at vdacs.virginia.gov/
eva/pdf/301-09-003.pdf, or by 
contacting Kevin Schmidt in 
the Office of Farmland Pres-
ervation, 786-1346. Proposals 
received no later than 2 p.m. on 
January 29, 2009, will be con-
sidered as part of the first round 
of funding. Proposals submitted 
after that date and time will be 
considered as funding allows.

Questions related to proposal 
submission or terms and con-
ditions should be directed to: 
Kathy Bosdell, Senior Contract 
Specialist, at 225-3798, by fax 
at 371-8372, or by email at 
kathy.bosdell@vdacs.virginia.
gov. Mail or hand deliver pro-
posals to Ms. Bosdell c/o the 
Virginia Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Ser-
vices,  Procurement Office, 102 
Governor Street, Richmond, 
VA 23219.

Contracts will be awarded to 
eVA registered vendors only. 
For registration information, 
visit eva.state.va.us.

Thanks Sheriff’s Department 
for a Job Well Done

On the morning of December 30, 2008, just after midnight, someone 
stole a John Deere Tractor and Loader from our store Rappahannock 
Tractor Co., on 411 N. Main Street. Acting on a tip of a truck and trailer 
description possibly involving the theft of other equipment in the Lancast-
er area, Deputies stopped a truck matching the description and in profes-
sionally checking out the driver and vehicle determined our stolen Tractor 
and Loader was inside the trailer the suspect was towing. I was promptly 
called and one of our employees was called to the scene and identified our 
Tractor and Loader. We hear so many complaints about what isn’t being 
done or what should be done but not enough about the good that is done. 
The Lancaster Sheriff’s Department and State Police did a thorough and 
professional job in surveillance, arrest and recovery. This is the second 
case in the past 12 months where the Department’s diligence resulted in 
recovery of stolen goods. We say thanks for a job well done.

John & Matthew Fleet, Rappahannock Tractor Co.

Donna Wyatt and Connie Henderson present Tom Fowler 
with the proceeds from the events held among employees 
at Northern Neck Insurance Company to raise money for 
Interfaith.

Insurance company 
employees contribute 
to Interfaith Services

Beekeeper 
meeting slated 
for January 20

Adjusted Gross Revenue 
insurance available for farmers

State solicits proposals for workshops

Eminent domain 
amendment is
important to all 
property owners

Darlene Scott has been 
selected as the Chesapeake 
Medical Group’s (CMG) 
Employee of the Quarter. 

Scott is a licensed practi-
cal nurse (LPN) at Hartfield 
Family Practice and has been 
with CMG since October 
2004, according to Tracey 
Sorey.

Scott and her husband, Joe, 
have two children, Joey Scott 
and Tonya Conkle.  Conkle 
also is an LPN with CMG. 
She and Scott completed the 
nursing program together.

“This speaks well of Dar-

Scott named top 
Employee of the Quarter

lene’s strong sense of family 
and commitment,” said Sorey. 
“Darlene enjoys traveling, gar-
dening, decorating and playing 
with her two grandsons, Jame-
son and Evan.” 

Darlene was nominated by 
her co-workers after they unan-
imously agreed she is “dedi-
cated, knowledgeable, always 
willing to help, hard working 
and a natural leader of the nurs-
ing staff,” said Sorey.

“We are very happy to have 
Darlene as part of our CMG 
team. She is a real asset,” said 
Sorey.

What’s happening around town?
www.RRecord.com

For Information On Display Or Directory Advertising
Call 435-1701 or FAX it to us 435-2632
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804-435-1141
www.chac-hvac.com

Established
1954

Comfort, Quality,
Dependability.

   That’s what our customers experience. Many families 
wish they’d replaced their old heating and cooling systems 
sooner! You may think a new system is “too much” until 
you realize your old system’s real cost.
   It’s just like an old car. It may be cheap, but after add-
ing repairs, unreliability, and poor mileage . . . is it worth 
it? The same is true for a heating and cooling system.
   Here at Crowther Heating & Air Conditioning, we 
specialize in high efficiency systems that can save you 
money now and for many years to come. Call to see just 
how great the return on your investment can be!

“Practical landscape designs for your environment”
Renovation Pruning-Fruit Tree Pruning

Vegetable Garden Planning
B.S. Ornamental Horticulture

Licensed and Insured
804.693.4165

RIP-RAP
& ARMOR STONE  

INSTALLATION

Road Building 
Lot Clearing

Stone • Mulch

GLENN LESTER CO., INC.GLENN LESTER CO., INC.
WICOMICO CHURCH, VA    

FREE ESTIMATES
Call (804) 580-2020 •  Toll Free 1 (888) 827-4400

“Locally Owned Business for over 30 years”

R.L. SELF TIMBER INC.
Grading    driveways

septic systems installed  Footers & Basements

rip rap installation & repairs Bush hogging

tree removal   timBer harvesting

p.o Box 12, lively va 22507
Office 804.462.7913 • fax 804.462.7037

Material for sale: Pick up or delivered
Mulch • Gravel

Lively Wood Yard
Top Soil, Potting Soil & Mulch for Sale

 804.462.7913

regular Business hours
MOnday - Saturday 8aM - 4:30pM • Sunday 12 nOOn - 4pM

Lot Clearing

$10,000 winner
 “WNNT’s 2 Month Moving Promotion” concluded Decem-
ber 19 when Helen France of Montross accepted her $10,000 
prize.  The winner’s name was drawn and announced by 
Del. Albert Pollard on the New River Country 107.5 Morn-
ing Show.  From left are Morning Show co-host Lisa Wilker-
son, France, and co-host AC Walker.

n Appointment
Gov. Tim Kaine recently 

appointed Barbara Reese to  
Deputy Policy Director in the 
Office of the Governor.

 “Barbara Reese has been a 
critical and central member of 
my staff in the Department of 
Transportation,” Gov. Kaine 
said. “She will continue to lead 
my efforts to secure rail service 
to Dulles International Airport 
and she also brings a wealth 
of experience and accomplish-
ment to her new job.”

  

n Business freedom
The Gloucester County 

Chamber of Commerce will 
sponsor “Five Steps to Busi-
ness Freedom Seminar” with 
speakers from Wachovia Secu-
rities and AdviCoach January 
14 from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. at the 
Hampton Inn in Gloucester.

Breakfast and seminar are 
provided at no charge. Call 
Kimberly Allen, client associ-
ate with Wachovia Securities, 
LLC for tickets at 804-695-
1999.

n Entrepreneur workshop
The Gloucester County 

Chamber of Commerce, GC 
Economic Authority, BB&T 
and 1st Advantage Federal 
Credit Union will sponsor an  
“Entrepreneur Express Work-
shop,” January 21 from 9 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the Hampton 
Inn in Gloucester.

Free workshop and lunch 
and refreshments provided at 
no cost. Register by January 14 
at vastartup.org, or call Glouc-
ester County Chamber of Com-
merce at 693-9534.

n State Fair
The State Fair of Virginia 

recently received two Awards 
of Excellence and five Awards 
of Distinction for Competitive 
Exhibits from the International 
Association of Fairs and Expo-
sitions (IAFE) in Springfield, 
Mo., for fairs with attendance 
of 100,001 to 250,000.  The 
awards included “Best Advertis-
ing Campaign,” the top award 
within the qualifying division, 
communications awards for Out-
standing Television, Outstanding 
Radio and Outstanding Promo-
tions Advertising – Outdoor; and 
Outstanding, New or Unique 
Strategy to Increase Number of 
Competitive Exhibitors or Attract 
New Competitive Exhibitors.

The 2009 State Fair of Vir-
ginia will be held September 
24 through October 4 at The 
Meadow Event Park. Visit www.
statefairva.org.

n Town manager
Former Kilmarnock town 

manager Lee Hood Capps 
recently accepted a position 
as municipal manager/chief 
administrative officer of the 
Town of Mount Gilead, N.C.

                 

Toy winner
Callee Smith (above) won 
the $100 shopping spree at 
the Kilmarnock Toy Store 
in conjunction with Santa’s 
visit after the Kilmarnock 
Christmas Parade. Callee and 
her parents, John and Kim 
Smith, live in Kilmarnock. 
Her grandparents, Marbary 
and Virginia Harcum, live in 
Weems.

Quotes as of: Close on 1/6/09
AT&T ..............................28.43
Altria (Philip Morris) ..........15.38
BB & T Corp. .................25.88
Bay Banks VA ...................7.75
CSX Corporation ............35.34
Chesapeake Financial .....17.25
Chesapeake Corp ..............0.03
Davenport Equity Fund ....9.53
Dominion Resources ......36.40
Eastern VA Bank Shares ...8.90
Exxon Mobil ...................81.63
IBM .................................86.82
Kraft Foods .....................27.62
Omega Protein ..................4.67
Sun Trust (Formerly Crestar) 27.88
Union Bankshares ...........23.86
Verizon ............................32.48  
Wachovia Bank ...................n/a
Zapata Corp ......................6.02

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

  Quotes and information fur-
nished by Davenport & Com-
pany LLC, Rt. 3, Ice House 
Field, White Stone, VA. (804) 
435-7705 or 1-800-378-2165.

Gov. Tim Kaine recently 
announced the distribution of 
$500,000 to Virginia localities 
to preserve farmland through 
local Purchase of Development 
Rights (PDR) programs, PDR 
programs compensate land-
owners who permanently pre-
serve their land by voluntarily 
placing a perpetual conserva-
tion easement on it.

“Farmland preservation 
remains a priority for Virginia 
at both the state and local 
level,” said Gov. Kaine. “Even 
with our budgetary restraints, 
we will continue to support 
PDR programs in every way 
we can. My Renew Virginia 
plan includes initiatives to 
protect our environment, and 
these PDR programs do exactly 
that.”

Twenty-one local PDR pro-
grams exist in Virginia; 17 
have some level of local fund-
ing available. This is the second 
time the Commonwealth of 
Virginia has provided state 
matching funds for certified 
local PDR programs.

The counties of Albemarle, 
Clark, Fauquier, Goochland, 
Isle of Wight, James City, 
Northampton, Rappahannock 
and Spotsylvania plus the City 
of Virginia Beach received 
$49,900 each. Cumberland 
County received $1,000. Grant 
applicants had to report how 
much funding was available for 
their local PDR programs as of 

October 17, 2008, and the state 
funds matched that amount up 
to  $49,900 per locality. Cur-
rently, localities report more 
than $43 million in non-state 
funding available for PDR 
programs, but state matching 
funds in 2009 are limited to 
$500,000 total.

“One of the key components 
of preserving working farm-
land is the role played by local 
governments,” said Todd P. 
Haymore, Commissioner of the 
Virginia Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services, 
the agency that administers 
the state’s farmland preserva-
tion program. “This year state 
matching funds were reduced 
because of the depressed eco-
nomic situation, but local gov-
ernments continued to give high 
priority to this important task. 
The range of matching funds 
ran from $16.6 million all the 
way down to $1,000, which 
illustrates that even small and 
under-funded localities can set 
aside resources to be matched 
by the state.”

Localities interested in 
future rounds of grant applica-
tions for PDR matching funds 
should contact the Office of 
Farmland Preservation, Vir-
ginia Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services, 
102 Governor Street, Rich-
mond, VA 23219, call 786-
1346, or email kevinschmidt@
vdacs.virginia.gov.

Business 
Briefs

Gov. Kaine announces $500,000 
in farmland preservation grants

Army Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan 
G. Sydnor was one of more 
than 300 Army soldiers who 
participated in the “Spirit of 
America 2008” performance to 
the citizens of Rochester, N.Y., 
and Worcester, Mass., Septem-
ber 12 and 13.

The citizens welcomed the 
soldiers while they paid tribute 
to the sacrifices and triumphs 
of the American soldier, who 
has remained the U.S. Army’s 
centerpiece for more than 233 
years.

During the event, soldiers 
brought history to life with the 
Spirit of America performance. 
The performance captured the 
true stories of those who have 
answered the call to duty. The 
soldiers, dressed in histori-
cal uniforms, re-enacted key 
moments in the U.S. Army and 
American history. The re-enact-
ments included battle scenes, 
short periods of simulated gun-
fire, and performances by the 
Army’s elite ceremonial units.

The show featured the U.S. 
Army Band, “Pershing’s Own,” 
and soldiers of the 3rd U.S. 
Infantry Regiment (The Old 
Guard)—the Army’s oldest 
active-duty infantry unit, which 
includes the Fife and Drum 
Corps, the Caisson Platoon, the 
Commander-in-Chief’s Guard, 
the Continental Color Guard 
and the U.S. Army Drill Team.

Sydnor, an infantryman with 
17 years of military service, is 
assigned to the 4th Battalion, 
3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, 
Fort McNair, Washington, 
D.C.

The son of Jack and Peggy 
Sydnor of Warsaw, he is a 1991 
graduate of Rappahannock 
High School.

The president of the nation’s 
largest farm organization com-
plimented President-elect 
Barack Obama’s nomination of 
former Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack 
for secretary of agriculture on 
December 17.

“During his tenure as Iowa’s 
governor, one of the nation’s top 
agriculture-producing states, 
Gov. Vilsack was an ardent sup-
porter of furthering the use of 
renewable fuels such as ethanol, 
biodiesel and wind, as well as 
an advocate for biotechnology,” 
said American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) president 
Bob Stallman. “He has been a 
strong proponent of international 
trade and expanding our export 
markets. His understanding and 
experience with many of the 
pressing issues facing agricul-
ture today will serve him well in 
his new position.”

Vilsack’s nomination was 
announced at the same time as 
that of Colorado Sen. Ken Sala-
zar for secretary of the interior. 
Salazar is a recipient of the AFBF 
Friend of Farm Bureau award for 
his pro-agriculture efforts.

“We look forward to working 
with both Gov. Vilsack and Sen. 
Salazar, as well as their respec-
tive agencies, to carry out the 
programs and policies that will 
benefit America’s farmers and 
ranchers and rural America,” 
Stallman said.

Vilsack was elected governor 
of Iowa in 1998 and served two 
four-year terms.

Soybean farmers are help-
ing to meet growing global 
demand by planting food-
grade soybeans for proces-
sors that send their beans to 
markets such as Asia where 
the beans are used in soy-
based food products such as 
tofu and miso.

Soybean growers are 
expanding their soybean port-
folios by taking advantage of 
the premiums being offered 
for planting enhanced-qual-
ity traits such as food-grade, 
Identity Preserved (IP) and 
non-GMO. With the growing 
demand for these enhanced-
quality soybeans from over-
seas customers, premiums 
for these soybeans are most 
likely going to continue 
rising.

What these premiums also 
signify is the tremendous 
demand for these unique 
soybeans, according to 
the United Soybean Board 
(USB). Consumers are will-
ing to pay a higher price for 
enhanced-quality soybeans, 
and soybean handlers are 
willing to pass that along to 
the farmers.

“The demand for these 
soybeans is exploding. Food-
grade is the same way; every-
body wants to buy organic,” 
said Kevin Glanz, a soybean 
farmer from Manchaster, 
Iowa. “If you put a pencil 
to it, there is more profit 
in growing these types of 
specialty beans. This year, 
the premium for non-GMO 
beans was  $3.40 a bushel. 
On 10,000 bushels, that’s 
$34,000 in extra profit.”

Trends indicate that demand 
for enhanced-quality soy-
beans is continually increas-
ing, but production acreage 
is not meeting the demand, 
culminating in higher prices. 
Annually, 60 million bushels 
of soybeans are exported at a 
premium for food-grade uses. 
Customers in Asia, the likely 
destination for many of these 
food-grade soybeans, are 
adamant about buying non-
GMO varieties.

“The demand is signifi-
cant,” said Bob Sinner, presi-
dent of SB&B Foods. “The 
real issue is having enough 
supply to meet the demand 
for food manufacturers. At 
the end of the day, everyone 

has to eat. The economies of 
Southeast Asia are improv-
ing, and the first thing that 
happens when economies 
improve is they want to eat 
better.”

The number of non-GMO, 
food-grade and IP variet-
ies becoming available offer 
more profit opportunities for 
farmers. This year’s produc-
tion acreage for low-lino-
lenic soybeans, for instance, 
is estimated at between 2.5 
and 3 million acres. Next 
year will see a high-oleic 
variety added to the list. Both 
of these examples are being 
sought by the food industry 
because they result in oil 
with no trans fat.

“With the economic incen-
tive to grow non-GMOs and 
looking at the cost of conven-
tional chemicals, the cost of 
growing non-GMOs is actu-
ally less,” said Ken Dalen-
berg, a soybean farmer from 
Mansfield, Ill. “We’ve had 
very good success with non-
GMOs being very competi-
tive with commodity beans.”

Infrastructure that is 
already established in the 
United States offers soybean 
farmers a competitive advan-
tage from which to work in 
growing a diverse list of soy-
bean varieties. U.S. facilities 
can offer storage and ship-
ping space, as well as the 
record-keeping expertise to 
accommodate this diverse 
supply that must be kept seg-
regated and traceable.

For a look at how the pre-
miums for growing food-
grade soybeans can improve 
their operation’s bottom line, 
farmers can visit soybean-
premiums.org.

USB is made up of 68 
farmer-directors who over-
see the investments of the 
soybean checkoff on behalf 
of all U.S. soybean farmers. 
Checkoff funds are invested 
in the areas of animal utili-
zation, human utilization, 
industrial utilization, indus-
try relations, market access 
and supply. As stipulated 
in the Soybean Promotion, 
Research and Customer 
Information Act, USDA’s 
Agricultural Marketing Ser-
vice has oversight respon-
sibilities for USB and the 
soybean checkoff.

Virginia Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services 
State Veterinarian Dr. Richard 
L. Wilkes recently placed full 
or partial quarantines on farms 
in Floyd and Goochland coun-
ties.

Mares at these farms have 
had contact with a stallion in 
Kentucky that tested positive 
for Contagious Equine Metri-
tis (CEM). State animal health 
officials are trying to verify 
the location of one other Vir-
ginia mare that may have been 
exposed to the same stallion.

 Since the CEM positive stal-
lion was identified in Kentucky 
last week, animal health offi-
cials have identified 20 other 
states that may have mares that 
have been exposed to infective 
semen.

“We don’t know yet if the 
Virginia mares are infected, 
but since CEM is not normally 
found in the U.S., we have 
placed the two farms under 
quarantine to protect other 
horses while we test the indi-
vidual mares,” said Dr. Wilkes.

CEM is a highly contagious 
venereal disease, which usually 
results in temporary infertility.  
Its effects are restricted  to the 
reproductive tract of the mare. 

Transmission is usually due 
to sexual contact or artificial 
insemination, but can occur by 
other types of contact.

The disease  is diagnosed 
using special bacterial culturing 
techniques and  has a 100 per-
cent success rate for treatment. 
In severe cases, symptoms 
include an obvious discharge 
from the vagina. In other cases, 
mares may be infected with less 
obvious symptoms or no symp-
toms at all. Infected mares may 
fail to become pregnant after 
breeding or rarely, may abort 
their foals.  Infected stallions 
usually do not show any symp-
toms. 

Dr. Wilkes quarantined the 
farms to prevent spread of the 
disease while exposed mares 
are evaluated. On farms with 
isolation capability, only that 
isolated area is quarantined.  
Farms that cannot isolate the 
individual mare are under full 
quarantine, which restricts 
movement of any horses on or 
off the grounds.

For more information on 
the Virginia suspect cases, 
visit vdacs.virginia.gov.  For 
more information on CEM, 
visit aphis.usda.gov/publica-
tions/animal_health/content/
printable_version/fs_ahcem.
pdf. 

State veterinarian quarantines farms

Service 
Note

Soybean farmers seek profit 
in Food-Grade Soybeans

Farm Bureau 
president pleased 
with Vilsack 
nomination
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Alumni chapter enters raffle
Lancaster Community Library treasurer Norm Smith (left) 
receives a check to purchase a Library Lottery ticket from 
William and Mary Alumni  Association Lower Northern 
Neck  Chapter president Cameron Blandford. Tickets are 
$100 each. The drawing will be held at the library in Kil-
marnock Saturday, January 10, at 10:30 a.m. Grand prize is 
$10,000. Friday, January 9, is the last day to purchase tick-
ets. To purchase a ticket, stop by the library at 235 School 
Street, visit lancasterlibrary.org, or call 435-1729.

Some opportunities are just 
too good to let pass by. Last 
March, while an eighth-grader 
at Chesapeake Academy, 
Samuel Cyrus Jett received an 
invitation to attend the Presi-
dential Youth Inaugural Con-
ference (PYIC) in Washington, 
D.C. in January 2009.

The conference, held every 
four years following the presi-
dential election, educates, 
motivates and inspires students 
by giving them the opportu-
nity to share firsthand in the 
excitement and ceremony of 
the inauguration of the Presi-
dent and Vice President of the 
United States, and includes five 
days of debates, roundtable dis-
cussions and speeches to give 
scholars a deeper understand-
ing of the electoral history of 
the United States, and their 
roles in democracy.

A self-proclaimed Demo-
crat with an eye towards 
policies that promote energy, 
environmental sustainability 
and international peace, Jett 
is among the majority of his 
conference peers who voted in 
a mock election to elect then 
presidential candidate Barack 
Obama. Beginning on January 
17, the conference will begin 
with an opening night recep-
tion with speeches by Al Gore, 
Nobel Prize winner and former 
Vice President of the U.S., and 
retired U.S. Army Gen. Colin 
L. Powell, former Secretary of 
State and founder of America’s 
Promise Alliance.

Activities leading up to 
the inauguration January 20 
include roundtable discussions 
with national journalists, meet-
ings with congressional staff 

The students, parents and staff 
of Woodland Academy recently 
completed their Christmas Food 
Drive.

According to spokesman Mike 
Marcon, the drive was a success. 
Their donations of non-perish-
able food and frozen turkeys were 
contributed to the Westmoreland 
County Department of Social 
Services for distribution to 50 
deserving families at Christmas.

Beginning in early November 
and through most of December, 
students worked to solicit dona-
tions and spent several Saturdays 

and point/counter point debates 
with leading political experts. 
The conference peaks when 
the scholars take part in the 
inauguration as they witness 
the official swearing-in of the 
President of the United States, 
and view the inaugural parade 
as the President, Vice President 
and their families make their 
way from the U.S. Capitol to the 
White House. As a culminat-
ing event, scholars will attend a 
black tie inaugural ball.

Jett received an invitation to 
the conference because he par-
ticipated in the National Youth 
Leadership State Conference 

NYLSC in December 2007. He 
was nominated for the NYLSC 
by Chesapeake Academy his-
tory teacher Claudia Soucek. 
She also nominated his younger 
brother Starke, who attended 
the same leadership conference 
in December 2008.

Jett, a freshman at 
Christchurch School, thanks 
his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Simon R. Zimmerman III, and 
aunt and uncle, Dr. Jennifer 
Kegel and Paul Zimmerman 
of Lancaster, for helping him 
achieve his dreams and finan-
cially supporting his attendance 
at the conference. 

Do Internet filters – which 
are put in place in libraries and 
schools to protect young people 
from material deemed objection-
able – help or hinder education?

Virginia high school students 
are invited to submit essays that 
address that question, for a chance 
of winning prize money and a trip 
to Virginia Beach, paid for by the 
Virginia State Bar (VSB) and its 
Litigation Section.

For the first time since the Law 
In Society Award Competition’s 

n C.H.I.P.S. workshop
The Lancaster Primary School 

Curriculum at Home Involving 
Parents and Students (C.H.I.P.S.) 
program will hold a workshop at 
5:30 p.m. January 12 at the LPS 
cafeteria. The workshop will 
address ways to help children 
develop a better understanding 
of  books.  All Lancaster County 
parents and guardians of children 
ages 3 to 7 are invited to attend.  
All participants will recieve a 
book.  Dinner and childcare will 
be provided. 

n College board
The Rappahannock Commu-

nity College board will meet at 1 
p.m. January 14 in Glenns. A spe-
cial report will be presented on the 
Learning Resources Center.

n College president
Dr. Christopher B. Howard, vice 

president of strategic and leader-
ship initiatives at the University of 
Oklahoma, was elected the 24th 
president of Hampden-Sydney 
College at a called meeting of the 
board of trustees December 19. 
He will assume his duties July 1.

“I am both humbled and 
delighted to have been selected 
by the board of trustees to serve as 
the 24th president of Hampden-
Sydney College, an institution 
with a storied past and an even 
brighter future,” said Dr. Howard. 
“I am committed to building upon 
the outstanding legacy of my pre-
decessor, Dr. Walter Bortz, and 
working with students, faculty, 
staff, alumni and friends of Hamp-
den-Sydney College to ensure we 
are preparing our graduates to 
engage the world, to address its 
problems, and to live purposeful 
lives.”

From left are Starke Jett and Samuel Cyrus Jett.

Local scholar to attend
inauguration conference

Woodland Academy
concludes food drive

High school essay contest
to examine internet filters

Lancaster High School has 
scheduled Making It Count’s 
“Making College Financial Plan-
ning Count” program for parents 
of students who are in their fresh-
man through senior year of high 
school.

Making It Count, an education 
service provider for parents and 
students and a business unit of 
Monster Worldwide Inc., is team-
ing up with Bank of America, one 
of the world’s largest financial 
institutions, to provide the free, 
one-hour presentation at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 13, in the LHS 
Commons.

“Making College Financial 
Planning Count” helps parents 
gain an understanding of how the 
college financial process works, 
including options available to 
develop a college funding strategy, 
how to plan for and manage all 
college costs and different types 
of financial aid available. Parents 
will learn how to send their child 
to college without risking their 
financial future.

We do stump grinding and bucket truck work. 

We wanted to take the time to thank all of our 
Lawns & More customers for your business 

and we’re looking forward to another year of 
taking care of all of your property manage-
ment needs. May you all have a wonderful 

and blessed New Year!

From everyone at Lawns & More
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1281 Good Luck Rd.  
Kilmarnock 
435-2709
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Available

“Quality is our Business”

Malachi & crew
Residential & Commercial

Contractor 
We are a full service company for all your 
remodeling, repair, & maintenance needs

Licensed & Insured

804-462-5918 • 804-356-3314
Wade Stevens         

inception in 1993, the bar will 
team with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of 
Middle and High School Instruc-
tion, which will provide logistical 
support.

All Virginia students ages 19 
or younger and enrolled in grades 
9 through 12 or a home-school 
equivalent are  eligible to submit 
an essay that addresses the contest 
hypothetical, “Safety or Censor-
ship: Do Internet Filters Help or 
Hinder Education?” (posted at 

vsb.org/site/public/law-in-society-
award-competition-hypothetical).

Essays are limited to 1,000 
words, and are judged on how 
well they demonstrate the stu-
dent’s understanding of the role 
and value of the legal system 
in everyday life. Entries will be 
judged by educators, attorneys, 
and judges. The purpose of the 
contest is to awaken an interest in 
law and appreciation of the U.S. 
Constitution.

The first-place winner will 
receive a choice of a $3,500 U.S. 
Savings Bond or $1,750 cash 
and an expense-paid trip for the 
winner and family to the Virginia 
State Bar Annual Meeting in Vir-
ginia Beach for presentation of the 
award. The winning essay will be 
published on the VSB website.

Other awards include a $3,000 
bond or $1,500 cash (second 
place), a $2,500 bond or $1,250 
cash (third place), and $200 bond 
or $100 cash (honorable men-
tion).

More information, including 
contest rules and last year’s win-
ning essay, is posted at vsb.org/
site/public/law-in-society-award-
competition.

 

n McCullough Scholarship
The Mary Winston McCullough 

Scholarship is awarded to a grad-
uating high school senior. The 
recipient must be a resident of 
Lancaster County, a member of 

School Notebook

in conjunction with local busi-
nesses to accept donations from 
the public.

Pleasant Living Magazine, 
Giant Foods and several Secret 
Santas made it possible for the 
students to provide 60 frozen tur-
keys.

Food Lion of Montross and 
Hall’s Super Market in Colo-
nial Beach assisted with pro-
viding collection points.

Everyone at Woodland 
Academy thanks all of 
those who participated, said 
Marcon.

College 
financing 
seminar 
set at LHS

Grace Episcopal Church in Kil-
marnock, or a graduating senior 
from Lancaster  High School.

Applications are available from 

Grace Episcopal Church office or 
the LHS guidance department. 
The deadline for submission is 
March 1.
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Join the journey!
Take advantage of one or more of the following opportunities  

to get to know Christchurch School. Don’t miss out!

Christchurch School
An Episcopal college preparatory school located on the Rappahannock River. 

Boys boarding and co-educational day school for grades 8-12 and PG.

 www.christchurchschool.org 

Contact the Admission Office for further details.
 rschroeder@christchurchschool.org or 804-758-2306 ext. 122

A Christchurch School education is affordable. Financial aid available.

Great 
Journeys 
BeGin
at the river

Saturday, January 17  
Instructional Boys Basketball Clinic, 10:00 a.m.

Ages 11-15

Saturday, February 7 
Instructional Girls Soccer Clinic, 10:00 a.m.

Ages 11-15
 

February 19-21 
 The Rogers and Hammerstein Broadway 

Production of Cinderella, 8:00 p.m. 

by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—An alert 

sheriff ’s deputy discovered a 
stolen tractor inside a trailer 
during a traffi c stop for reck-
less driving, Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett reported last week.

Deputy Shawn Hogge 
stopped a North Carolina driver 
at 10:50 p.m. Monday, Decem-
ber 29, for weaving recklessly 
as he traveled south on Route 
3 near White Stone. Accord-
ing to Hogge, as soon as the 
vehicle pulled over the driver 
got out and acted nervous.

Ladamien Dickens, 29, of 
Jackson, N.C., was arrested 
on outstanding warrants in 
North Carolina. Inventory 
of the trailer revealed a John 
Deere 4120 diesel tractor with 
front-end loader allegedly 
stolen earlier in the evening 

from Rappahannock Tractor in 
Kilmarnock. Dickens claimed 
he picked up the trailer for a 
friend and was driving it back 
to North Carolina. 

Dickins also was charged 
with grand larceny and issued 
four traffi c summonses includ-
ing reckless driving, driving 
on a suspended license and 
improper brakes. A fugitive 
warrant was issued for North 
Carolina.

Lt. Tim Self and state 
trooper Troy Smith assisted in 
the arrest. 

John Fleet of Rappahannock 
Tractor said his company is 
very thankful for the diligence 
and quick response of the sher-
iff ’s department.

“They were very prompt and 
professional in handling the 
case,” said Fleet.  

Both were charged Monday 
and taken to Northern Neck 
Regional jail. The boy and 
his four-year-old brother have 
been put in foster care. 

As of Tuesday, Waltman 
was being held without bond 
and Dodson was released on 
a $5,000 bond.

Northumberland Highway 

was closed for a while fol-
lowing the accident due to the 
fact that a cross member on 
the telephone pole was broken 
and live wires were attached, 
Sheriff Wilkins said. 

Refl ecting on the accident, 
Deputy Briney said that, 
while it’s an interesting story 
and one he’s shared with his 

friends in the law enforce-
ment community, he was 
overwhelmed by emotion 
when he started thinking how 
disastrous this could have 
been. 

“It’s such a miracle that he 
got where he got and he did 
what he did and nobody got 
hurt,” Deputy Briney said.

The Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers is seeking information 
on a recent break in, the recent 
theft of an outboard motor, 
stolen property, and two indi-
viduals.

Sometime between 1:30 and 
11 p.m. November 25, a person 
or persons entered a home at 
359 Taylors Creek Road near 
Weems and removed a Nintedo 
WII game and steering wheel, 
an X Box 360 with wireless 
controllers, and a Play Station 3 
with games. The theft is valued 
at more than $1,500.

Sometime between Novem-
ber 16 and 22,  a 9.9 hp outboard 
Evinrude motor was taken from 
a boat at Calm Water Rowing at 
Kamps Mill Road in Lancaster. 

Sometime after March 2008, 
several items were taken from a 
shed at 19 Reynolds Farm Road 
in Ottoman. Among the missing 
items are a silver creamer, sugar 
bowl, tray, tea pot, salt and 
pepper shaker and two goblets 
(Sterling champaign glasses); a 
Lasko ceramic Pestal heater and 
Holmes ceramic heater,

Robert Elwood Howard, 
37, of 931 Light Street near 
Heathsville is wanted for fail-
ure to appear in Lancaster Cir-
cuit Court October 24. He is 
described as a black male, 5’9” 
tall and weighing 215 pounds. 

Christine Carmon, 47, of 5306 
Gatebrdge Road in Richmond is 
wanted for failure to appear on a 
felony bad check charge. She is 
described as a black female with 
brown eyes and black hair, 5’4” 
tall and weighing 160 pounds.

Report information related to 
these incidents or individuals to 
Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers at  462-7463. Crime Solvers 
pays a cash reward up to $1,000 
for information on any illegal 
activity that is taking place or has 
taken place in Lancaster County.

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett brought 
charges against 12 individuals 
during the past two weeks.
Felonies

Vesta J. Johnson, 42, of First 
Street was charged December 
23 with felonious assault.

Ladamien D. Dickens, 29, 
of Jackson, N.C., was charged 
December 30 with grand lar-
ceny and fugitive from jus-
tice.

Derrick D. Cockrell, 29, 
of Folly Road was charged 
December 31 with taking inde-
cent liberties with a child.

Hunter C. Williams, 22, of 
Burgess was charged January 
2 with attempt to commit a 
noncapital offense. Williams 
was also charged January 4 
with making/possession of an 
escape tool while a prisoner. 

Donna L. Dawson, 38, of 
Mosquito Point Road was 
charged January 5 with unau-
thorized use of a vehicle.  
Misdemeanors

A Cedar Point Road man, 
26, was charged December 
22 with driving suspended, 
destruction of property, and 
domestic assault and battery.

A Morattico Road man, 53, 
was charged December 23 
with failure to appear.

A Harris Road woman, 17, 
was charged December 24 
with nonpayment of fi nes/
court costs.

A Regina Road woman, 42, 
was charged December 26 
with issuing a bad check in 
Northumberland County.  

A Pinckardsville Road 
woman, 61, was charged 
December 30 with remov-
ing an electronic transmitting 
collar from a dog.

A Greentown Road man, 
23, was charged January 2 
with violation of probation.

A Waddytown Road man, 
47, was charged January 3 
with DUI.
Activity report

December 22:   Staff res-
ponded to a domestic dis-
turbance in the 500 block of 
White Chapel Road; to an 
assault and battery in the 500 
block of White Chapel Road; 
to a reckless driving com-
plaint in the Lancaster area; 
to a shots fi red complaint in 
the 8700 block of River Road; 
to a stabbing on Rocky Neck 
Road; and received a resi-
dential burglary report in the 
3500 block of Lara Road.

December 23:  Staff re-
ceived a walk-in complaint of 
credit fraud; responded to a 
residential burglary complaint 
on Chestnut Point Road; and 
to a reckless driving complaint 
in the Chinns Mill area. 

December 24:  Staff re-
ceived a walk-in complaint of 
unauthorized use of a vehicle 
(complainant was referred to 
King & Queen authorities);  
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance on Chestnut Grove 
Lane; and to domestic dis-
turbance in the 1600 block of 
Windmill Point Road.

December 25:  Staff res-
ponded to an animal control 
complaint on Waddy Drive; to 
a trespassing complaint in the 
300 block of James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway; with 
Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) to a medical emer-
gency on Twin Branch Road; 
and to a trespass complaint on 
Iberis Road.

December 26:  Staff res-
ponded to a traffi c accident 
on Rappahannock Drive; to 
a game animal complaint 
on The Lane; to a domestic 
disturbance/child visitation 
complaint in the 3900 block 
of Black Stump Road; to a 
domestic disturbance/trespass 
complaint in the 100 block of 
Riverwood Drive; with Kil-
marnock Police Department 
(KPD) to an E911 discon-
nect call on Gilbert Street (no 
emergency services needed); 
and received a walk-in com-
plaint of an assault.

December 27:  Staff res-
ponded with EMS to a medical 
emergency on Azalea Lane; to 
a domestic disturbance in the 
2900 block of Lara Road; and 
to a reckless driving complaint 
in the area of the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge; 
investigated a suspicious 
vehicle complaint in White 
Stone; and intercepted a vehi-
cle as requested by Middlesex 
authorities to determine the 
well-being of a juvenile. 

December 28:  Staff with 
Virginia State Police (VSP)  
responded to a crowd con-
trol/fi ght call at the Palestine 
Lodge on Goodluck Road; 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Magnolia Circle; with VSP to 
a two-vehicle accident near 
the 11000 block of Mary Ball 
Road; to a shots fi red com-
plaint in the 600 block of 
Mosquito Point Road (sub-
ject was target shooting); to a 

complaint of juveniles riding 
go-carts in the roadway on 
Chesapeake Drive; and to 
a domestic disturbance on 
Emerald Lane; and referred to 
Northumberland authorities 
a walk-in complainant of an 
assault.

December 29:   Staff res-
ponded to Magnolia Circle to 
check on the well-being of a 
citizen reportedly the victim 
of a domestic assault; to a 
trespass complaint on Whites 
Lane; and to Pinckardsville 
Road on a complaint of track-
ing devices removed from 
hunting dogs.

December   30: Staff res-
ponded to a complaint of the 
theft and recovery by the owner 
of a garden trailer from Laurel 
Point Road; to a residential 
burglary complaint on First 
Street; with KPD to a fi ght 
call on Avonne Street; with 
White Stone Police Depart-
ment (WSPD) to a motorist’s 
report of a fi ght on Rappahan-
nock Drive; and to a domestic 
disturbance on Black Stump 
Road; and received a resi-
dential burglary report in the 
1600 block of Taylors Creek 
Road; a walk-in complaint 
of bad checks; a report of the 
unauthorized use of a vehicle 
on Mosquito Point Road; and 
recovered a John Deere trac-
tor stolen from Rappahannock 
Tractor.

December 31:  Staff noti-
fi ed the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) of 
a downed tree blocking the 
roadway near Chinns Mill; 
VDOT and Northern Neck 
Electric of downed trees on 
Corrotoman Drive; Northern 
Neck Electric of a downed 
power line on Light Street; 
VDOT of a downed tree on 
Old Salem Road; and of a 
downed tree on Kamps Mill 
Road; checked on the well-
being of a White Chapel 
Road resident at the request 
of a concerned out-of-town 
family member; intercepted 
a suspected drunk driver on 
the Norris bridge as reported 
by a motorist; and responded 
to a public drunkenness/sus-
picious person complaint on 
North Main Street. 

January 1:  Staff responded 
to a fi ght call on Chesapeake 
Drive; with KPD to a domestic 
assault on Black Stump Road; 
with WSPD to a domestic dis-
turbance involving a weapon 
on Rappahannock Drive; with 
KPD to a noise violation com-
plaint on Southport Lane; to 
an animal control complaint 
on Waddy Drive; and to a 
civil complaint on Morattico 
Road; struck a deer near Mary 
Ball and Harris Roads; and 
received a walk-in complaint 
of an assault in White Stone.

January 2:  Staff received a 
report from an Irvington busi-
ness of a counterfeit money 
order; and responded to a sus-
picious person complaint on 
Kelley Neck Road. 

January 3:  Staff responded 
with KPD to a fi ght call on 
Cralle Court; to a domestic 
assault in the 5300 block of 
Mary Ball Road; to an aban-
doned vehicle complaint on 
Carlson Road; to a domes-
tic disturbance on Old Ferry 
Road; with KPD and WSPD 
to a domestic destruction of 
property incident in the 16500 
block of Mary Ball Road; to the 
3100 block of White Chapel 
Road on a report of assault 
victims at that location; to the 
Rappahannock General Hos-
pital emergency room to take 
assault reports on an incident 
that occurred in Lively; and to 
a mental health emergency on 
Campbell Road; and received 
reports of the theft of a silver 
service and related items from 
Reynolds Farm Road; and of 
the theft of vehicle rims from 
Mosquito Point Road.

January 4:  Staff responded 
to a fi ght call in the 3000 
block of White Chapel Road; 
and with KPD to a domestic 
disturbance on Chase Street.

January 5:  Staff responded 
to a prowler complaint on 
Holly Haven Road; and to a 
credit card fraud complaint in 
Lively.

Sheriff ’s staff conducted 53 
traffi c stops, issued 20 sum-
monses, assisted 13 motor-
ists, reported 16 deer strikes, 
conducted traffi c control four 
times, investigated 14 build-
ing alarms, processed three 
mental health orders, and 
transported six inmates
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a 
fi re alarm in the 9100 block 
of Jessie Dupont Highway, 
to a possible propane leak on 
Harris Road, to a traffi c acci-
dent on Irvington Road and 
Second Avenue, to a structure 
fi re on Etta Lane, with White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment (WSVFD) to a brush 
fi re on Nugent Lane, and with 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department (ULVFD) 
to a structure fi re on White 
Chapel Road.

WSVFD responded to a 
possible oil spill on Carters 
Creek, to a downed tree on 
Chases Road and to a brush 
fi re at Grey’s Point.

ULVFD responded to a traf-
fi c accident in the 11000 block 
of Mary Ball Road, a vehicle 
fi re in the 4300 block of Mor-
attico Road, a brush fi re on 
Meadowbrook Lane, a brush 
fi re on Buzzards Neck Road, 
a downed tree on Ivey Creek 
Road, a chimney fi re on Otto-
man Ferry Road, and a brush 
fi re on Morattico Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins 
brought charges against 23 
individuals during the past 
two weeks. 
Felonies

Dwayne Lamont Ball, 29, 
of Indian Neck was charged 
December 19 with a Circuit 
Court probation violation.

Shannon Nicole Johnson, 
26, of Lottsburg was charged 
December 22 with four counts 
of writing bad checks within 
90 days and totaling over $200 
off of one account, as well 
as two misdemeanor counts 
of bad checks off of another 
account.

Joshua Lee Posey, 25, of 
Heathsville was charged 
December 22 with a Circuit 
Court probation violation.

Tina Marie New, 48, of 
Heathsville was charged 
December 24 on York County 
warrants with bigamy and 
perjury.

Edward C. Gaines, 60, of 
Callao was charged Decem-
ber 28 with possession of a 
fi rearm after being convicted 
of a felony as well as misde-
meanor charges of brandish-
ing a fi rearm and reckless 
handling of a fi rearm.

Jessica R. Jones, 28, of 
Montross was charged Decem-
ber 29 with felony breaking 
and entering, as well as mis-
demeanor charges of destruc-
tion of property and telephone 
harassment.

Edward Lee Lane, 25, of 
Heathsville was charged 
December 31 with being an 
accessory before the fact to 
malicious assault, as well as 
three misdemeanor counts 
each of obstruction of justice 
and giving a false report to an 
offi cer.

Devon Traven Veney, 25, of 
Farnham was charged Decem-
ber 31 with two counts of 
malicious wounding as well 
as a misdemeanor count of 
assault and battery.

Richard F. Acheson, 24, 
of Heathsville was charged 
December 31 with assault and 
battery of a police offi cer, as 
well as misdemeanor charges 
of assault and battery and 
destruction of property.

Hunter Christian Williams, 
22, of Burgess was charged 
January 1 with escape from 
custody while being charged 
with a felony.

Alan Lamar Walters, 27, of 
Richmond was charged Janu-
ary 2 with possession of a 
controlled substance.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 36, was 
charged December 22 with 
failure to obey a court order.

An  Ophelia man, 57, was 
charged December 22 with 
appearing intoxicated in 
public.

A Heathsville man, 19, was 
charged December 24 with 
driving while intoxicated.

A Lottsburg man, 45, was 
charged December 24 with 
making threats on an indi-
vidual.

A Callao woman, 34, was 
charged December 25 with 
appearing intoxicated in 
public.

A Lancaster woman, 43,  
was charged December 26 
with writing a bad check in 
the amount of $43.32 to a 
Callao area business.

A Callao man, 31, was 
charged December 27 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Reedville man, 39, was 
charged December 28 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member and driving while 
intoxicated.

A Tappahannock man, 48, 
was charged December 26 
with writing a bad check in 
the amount of $36.40 to a 
Callao area business.

A Petersburg man, 23, was 
charged December 30 with 
obstruction of justice.

A Heathsville man, 44, was 
charged January 2 with assault 
and battery.

A Warsaw man, 40, was 
charged January 3 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

Police Reports

From left are Deputy Shawn Hogge and Lancaster Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett with the John Deere tractor and 1997 Fleet 
Arrow trailer in the impound yard.

Traffi c stop leads
to discovery of
tractor in trailer

Crime
Solvers

(continued from page A1)t First-grader tries to drive to school . . . .



By Alex Haseltine
RICHMOND—The Virginia General Assembly will convene 

Wednesday, January 14, remain in session until February 28 and 
reconvene for a one-day session April 8.

While the final deadline for the formal submission of bills and 
resolutions is not until January 23, Sen. Richard Stuart and Del. 
Albert Pollard are preparing a host of legislation. 
Sen. Stuart’s bills

Sen. Stuart will re-introduce a bill, with the support of Del. 
Pollard, to create a license plate promoting tourism and conserva-
tion in the Northern Neck. During the last session of the General 
Assembly, the same initiative failed to be signed into law due to an 
insufficient number of pre-ordered plates. This time around, more 
than the requisite 350 plates have been ordered, and Stuart is opti-
mistic the bill will pass.

After the registration fees for 1,000 plates have been collected, 
$15 of every $25 fee will go to a fund paid annually to the North-
ern Neck Land Conservancy.

Sen. Stuart also will introduce legislation to remove an existing 
cap on the use of wood waste as a renewable energy source. The 
byproduct of various lumber and paper processing applications, 
usually in the form of sawdust, pellets or wood chips, can be used 
as heating fuel or to generate electricity. 

According to Sen. Stuart, 
this initiative would save on 
the diesel fuel currently used 
to transport and dispose of the 
waste, benefitting Northern 
Neck lumber companies such 
as Potomac Supply Corpora-
tion in Kinsale. The bill also 
would be a step towards reduc-
ing dependence on fossil fuels, 
said Stuart.

He also intends to introduce a measure to make it a class 1 mis-
demeanor to sell over-the-counter medication containing the cough 
suppressant dextromethorphan on school property, after receiving 
reports that students are “using it to get high.”

Sen. Stuart will introduce a resolution requesting the federal del-
egation look at the “parity” between crab regulations in Virginia 
and Maryland, as well as introducing a bill to allow the farming of 
non-native oysters.

A bill which would increase the cost of filing a lawsuit is also 
being prepared. The proposed fee structure would require individu-
als seeking damages of over one million dollars to pay a fee of 
$750. The bill is designed to “decrease the number of frivolous 
lawsuits,” according to Stuart. Another bill requiring non-English 
speaking individuals convicted of a crime to pay for the court 
appointed interpreter is also in the works.

Sen. Stuart also is introducing a bill to require court officials to 
document instances in which men charged with a crime ask for spe-
cial consideration in sentencing due to ongoing support of a child. 
Court officials would be required to forward any such claims to 
Social Services so that child support can be enforced in the future.

A bill to encourage lending in the real estate market is also in 
the works.  The bill would allow property dealers to pay taxes on 
the proceeds of a sale over the life of a loan, as opposed to a lump 
sum upon the sale of a property. This would protect the seller in the 
event of a loan default.

“This may help get the real estate market back on track,” said 
Sen. Stuart.

He also is working on a bill to require health insurance compa-
nies to provide a “low-cost, high-deductible” hospitalization policy 
to protect members in the event of a catastrophic injury.

A bill designed to protect workers who suffer an injury resulting 
in brain damage while on the job will also be introduced. The bill 
would place the burden on the employer to prove that the injury 
was not work related. 
Del. Pollard’s bills

Del. Pollard will introduce a bill to “fix the school funding 
formula.” The bill states that no school district with fewer than 
2,000 students, with at least 45 percent receiving free or reduced 
lunch shall have a composite index greater that .60. A compos-
ite index of .60 translates to 40 cents of every dollar spent in 
the district coming from state funds. The bill would result in an 
additional $1,487,039.98 for Lancaster County and an additional 
$1,210,789.63 for Northumberland County in fiscal year 2010. 

Del. Pollard called the current formula “galling” and said that 
the bill would have a “very positive impact on Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland County Schools.”

Del. Pollard also intends to introduce a bill requiring phone com-
panies to provide equal services in localities where not all services 
are offered, but rates remain the same as adjacent areas receiving 
full services. If an area is determined to be “underserved,” the bill 
would require the phone company to provide the requested ser-
vices, or offer residents a reduced rate. Examples of such services 
are caller ID and advanced 911 features.

Del. Pollard also is working with Republican Del. Chris Saxman 
of Staunton to move to an annual budget process, abandoning the 
current biennial system. According to Pollard, this will result in 
increased transparency and accountability.

“This is an issue that should not have partisan boundaries,” said 
Del. Pollard. 

Also in the works is a bill to allow golf carts to be driven in the 
Town of Irvington. Currently, only residents of localities with a 
dedicated police force are permitted to drive carts on the street.
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chose as her attendants Miss 
Jessica Rose Vanecek, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Fred Vanecek Jr. of 
Reedville and Miss Jessica 
Leigh Abbott, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Lee 
Abbott of Kilmarnock.   Mr. 
Oren Wingert Harrison III of 
Wicomico Church escorted 
Miss Vanecek, and Mr. Jona-
than Carroll Somers of White 
Stone escorted Miss Abbott.    

Mr. Ammon Gresham 
Dunton Jr. was Master of 
Ceremonies.

The debutantes presented 
were Miss Elizabeth Blair 
Passagaluppi, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Thomas 
Passagaluppi of Tappahan-
nock, presented by her father 
and escorted by Mr. Joseph 
Daniel Davis III of Tappahan-
nock; Miss Lowery Constance 
Pemberton, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Barnes 
Pemberton of Sharps, presented 
by her father and escorted by 
Mr. Jackson Hart Morris of 
Warsaw; Miss Nina Yuan Yuan 
Panzetta, the daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. James Joseph Pan-
zetta of Kilmarnock, presented 
by her father and escorted by 
Mr. Brendan Joseph Roberts of 
Heathsville; Miss Elise Blake 
Siemering, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Brian Scott Siemer-
ing of Hickory, N.C., presented 
by her father and escorted by 
Tyler Alexander Reeves of 
White Stone;  Miss Heather 
Lynne Davis, the daughter of 
Mrs. Donna Marsh Wilkins 
of Burgess and Mr. Edward 
Jefferson Davis Jr. of Kilmar-
nock, presented by her father 
and escorted by Mr. Morgan 
Benson Oliver of Lancaster.

Others presented were Miss 
Jessica Danlyn Hinson, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alan 
Keith Hinson of Kilmarnock, 
presented by her father and 
escorted by Kenneth Lee 
Kuykendall of Wicomico 
Church; Miss Kristin Michelle 
Wilkins, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Brian Keith Wilkins 
of Farnham, presented by 

From left, the 113th Holly Ball court includes (front row) Lowery Constance Pemberton, Jessica Rose Vanecek, Jessica 
Danlyn Hinson, Jessica Lauren Thrift, Heather Lynne Davis, Amanda Marie Sellew, Nina Yuan Yuan Panzetta and Elizabeth 
Blair Passagaluppi; (next row) Alyson Packett Pugh, Kelsi Carter Jewell, Olivia Harper Thorndike,  Elise Blake Siemering, 
Emmalyn Cleiland Carter, Abigail Leigh Robbins, Jessica Leigh Abbott, Laurel Elizabeth Davenport,  Gretchen McKenney 
Smither, Mary Jesse Farmar and Kristin Michelle Wilkins; (next row) Victoria Elizabeth Ferrer and Katlyn Michelle Beasley; 
(next row) Cameron Elaine Carter and Martha Ragan Hart; (next row) 2007 Queen Jocelyn Maguire Stephens.

From left, the queen and her attendants are (front row) 2007 Queen Jocelyn Maguire Ste-
phens, 2008 Queen Abigail Leigh Robbins, Jessica Leigh Abbott and Jessica Rose Vanecek; 
(next row) Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr., Charles Landon Clark, John Thomas Jackson, Jonathan 
Carroll Somers, Oren Wingert Harrison III and Ammon Gresham Dunton Jr.

her father and escorted by 
Mr. Nathan Arthur Keyser of 
Burgess; Miss Olivia Harper 
Thorndike, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Greenough 
Thorndike Jr. of West Point, 
presented by her father and 
escorted by Mr. Hunter Francis 
Shreaves of West Point; Miss 
Jessica Lauren Thrift, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Reuben Thrift Jr. of 
Heathsville, presented by 
her father and escorted by 
Mr. Andrew Charles Lake of 
Kilmarnock; Miss Amanda 
Marie Sellew, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sand-
ers Sellew of Midlothian, 
presented by her father and 
escorted by Jordan Carey Rice 
of White Stone; Miss Kelsi 
Carter Jewell, the daughter 
of Mrs. Daphny Deihl Maan 
of Reedville and Mr. Jeffrey 
Wade Jewell of Lottsburg, 
presented by her step-father, 
Dr. Vikas Maan, and escorted 
by Mr. Robert Joseph Witt-
man of Montross; Miss Alyson 
Packett Pugh, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Truman 
Pugh of Warsaw, presented by 
her father and escorted by Mr. 

Ian Minor Duprey of Hague. 
Also making their debut 

were Miss Mary Jesse Farmar, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Aubrey Farmar III 
of Warsaw, presented by her 
father and escorted by Kevin 
Lian Nguyen of Warsaw; Miss 
Emmalyn Cleiland Carter, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bernard Pitzer Carter II of 
Irvington, presented by her 
father and escorted by Garrett 
Christopher Fisher of Kilmar-
nock; Miss Gretchen McKen-
ney Smither, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Nelson 
Smither of Lancaster, presented 
by her father and escorted by 
Mr. Charles Reynolds Lawson 
of Kilmarnock; Miss Victoria 
Elizabeth Ferrer, the daughter 
of retired U.S. Marine Corps 
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Robert 
Neely Ferrer Jr. of Milford, 
presented by her father and 
escorted by Randolph Wood 
Stephens Jr. of Irvington; Miss 
Laurel Elizabeth Davenport, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Todd Davenport of 
Lancaster, presented by her 
father and escorted by Mr. 
Brandon Wallace Dillistin 

of Lancaster; Miss Martha 
Ragan Hart, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bland 
Hart of Cologne, presented 
by her father and escorted 
by Cadet Dustin Scott See of 
West Point; Miss Cameron 
Elaine Carter, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Palmer 
Carter of Lancaster, presented 
by her father and escorted by 
Mr. Christopher Arthur Weber 
of Lancaster; and Miss Katlyn 
Michelle Beasley, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ray 
Beasley II of Callao, presented 
by her father and escorted 
by James Bryce Packett of 
Ophelia.

The proceeds from the 
Holly Ball are dispersed by 
the Tidewater Foundation to 
charitable organizations, sup-
porting education and youth in 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula. Over the the past 10 
years, the Tidewater Founda-
tion has contributed some 
$247,000 to local entities. In 
2008, the Tidewater Founda-
tion made 31 such contribu-
tions, made possible by the 
proceeds of the 112th Holly 
Ball in 2007.

General Assembly
returns to Capitol
come Wednesday

by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Supervisors 

ended the 2008 calendar year 
debating school finances. At 
issue was whether to appropriate 
the quarterly total for the period 
January 1 through March 31, 
2009, or reduce the amount to 
repay an advance used by school 
officials to start up cafeteria 
operations.

Terminating a contract with 
a food service provider last 
year, school officials received a 
$63,000 advance to hire staff and 
buy cafeteria supplies for the new 
year. According to county assis-
tant administrator Jack Larson, 
supervisors told school officials 
to repay the advance out of their 
general funds.

In his report to supervisors, 
Larson reported that the cafete-
ria program was self-supporting 
at this time with a net income of 
about $19,500 to date. He sug-
gested the county reduce the 
school district’s quarterly appro-
priation by $282,000 for the 
third quarter, from $3,873,552 
to $3,591,552. The reduction 

reflects the $63,000 advance plus 
savings on fuel of $170,000 and 
capital improvement overruns 
of $49,000, mostly for new rest-
rooms at the high school football 
field. The $49,000 will go back 
into the capital improvement 
funds.

Supervisor Butch Jenkins sup-
ported the reduction, suggest-
ing additional money could be 
appropriated later if necessary. 
But supervisors Dr. Jack Rus-
sell, Ernest Palin and Pete Gei-
lich wanted school officials to 
manage the payback, saying they 
were in favor of supporting “the 
good, responsible, and coopera-
tive relationship.”

“Let them manage the money,” 
Geilich said. “They’re doing a 
very good job of managing their 
finances.” 

Jenkins expressed concerns 
over school board members 
who were present during the 
prior administration and argued 
that school officials could come 
to the board if they needed more 
money. Jenkins was referring to 
a county lawsuit filed against 

former superintendent Dr. Ran-
dolph Latimore and the school 
board in which the county is 
seeking to recover $521,800 
in overspending in four cat-
egories of the 2007 fiscal year 
school budget and an “inap-
propriate payout” of $208,000 
in accumulated unused leave 
to Latimore. The lawsuit is still 
pending.

Palin commended current 
school superintendent Susan 
Sciabbarrasi for her effectiveness 
and warned supervisors that by 
continually referring back to the 
deeds of the previous administra-
tion, they would only generate 
public animosity. 

A motion by Jenkins for the 
reduced appropriation won on a 
3-2 vote supported by supervi-
sors Wally Beauchamp, Jenkins, 
and Geilich, who switched sides 
in favor of reducing funds. Voting 
against the motion were Russell 
and Palin. 

In other business, after a 
public hearing supervisors voted 
to exempt household goods and 
personal effects from the per-

By 3-2 vote, Lancaster supervisors reduce school appropriation
sonal property tax. Since the 
tax has not been collected in a 
number of years, residents will 
not see any change in their tax 
bills, according to county admin-
istrator Bill Pennell. 

Supervisors also authorized a 

wireless communications tower 
near the corner of Good Luck 
Road and Jessie Ball duPont 
Memorial Highway (VSH 200). 

A motion to assist Kilmar-
nock in enforcing an ordinance 
restricting the maximum time for 

tethering animals to nine hours 
passed on a 5-0 vote. However, 
supervisors emphasized that the 
county animal control would 
only serve as back up to Kilmar-
nock police in the enforcement 
of the ordinance.

RICHMOND—The Com-
monwealth Transportation Board 
(CTB) began an unusual mid-
year revision of the Fiscal Year 
2009-2014 Six-Year Improve-
ment Program (SYIP) during its 
monthly meeting in Richmond 
Thursday, December 18.

The draft released to the CTB 
details $1.3 billion in proposed 
reductions to highway projects 
and adjustments to public transit, 
rail, bicycle and pedestrian proj-
ects in response to a $2.6 billion 
reduction  in overall state and 
federal transportation revenue. 
Additional reductions to the pro-
gram are likely to follow as the 
recently announced December 
revenue reduction is addressed. 

Reductions to administrative 
programs and other services will 
account for more than $1 billion 
in cost-cutting measures.

In the draft plan released to 
the CTB last month, the $10.6 
billion program adopted in June 
was reduced to $9.3 billion with 
cuts to all highway systems 
including:

• $614.9 million in interstate 
funds.

• $240 million in primary road 
funds.

• $198.6 million in secondary 
road funds.

• $89.5 million in urban road 
funds.

Demonstrating a commitment 
to fund public transportation and 

rail projects, impacts to rail and 
transit funding were kept to a 
minimum.

The revised program, lists of 
individual project impacts by 
VDOT district, and copies of the 
presentations given to the CTB 
are posted at VirginiaDOT.org.

A hearing will be held Janu-
ary 12 at the VDOT Central 
Office Auditorium at 1221 E. 
Broad Street in Richmond, for 
Richmond, Fredericksburg and 
Lynchburg districts.

Verbal and written comments 
will be accepted at the hearings 
and comments will be accepted 
by mail or email until January 
14. The plan will be finalized by 
the CTB in January.

Hearing set on revised six-year transportation program

(continued from page A1)t Miss Robbins is crowned  Queen of the Holly Realm . . . .


