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The Rappahannock Record 
will observe early deadlines 
this week. Because post 
offices will be closed Christ-
mas Day, Thursday, Decem-
ber 25, the Record will appear 
Wednesday, December 24.

Most display advertise-
ments are due by 4 p.m. 
Friday, December 19. The 
final deadlines will be 10 
a.m. Monday, December 22, 
for display ads repeated from 
a previous issue or those 
submitted in the portable 
document format (pdf) and 
noon Monday for classified 
ads and news items.

By email, news items may 
be sent to editor@rrecord.
com and advertisements to 
mail@rrecord.com.

by Alex Haseltine
KILMARNOCK—In a 4-0 

vote, the town council unani-
mously passed an ordinance 
Monday that will provide real 
estate tax relief to eligible 
elderly and disabled residents.

Voting members were John 
A. Smith, Paul S. Jones, Gary 
L. Anderson and Rebecca 
T. Nunn. Howard Straughan 
arrived later in the meeting, 
after the vote.

The ordinance, which will go 
into effect for next year’s tax 
season, was developed in con-
junction with an existing county 
exemption program, accord-
ing to town attorney Chris 
Stamm. Residents deemed by 
the Lancaster County Commis-
sioner of Revenue to be bear-
ing an “extraordinary financial 
burden” will be automatically 
enrolled in the town’s exemp-
tion program, said Stamm.

In the 2008 tax year, indi-
viduals eligible for real estate 
tax relief in Lancaster County 
were at least 65 years old or 
permanently disabled. Com-
bined household income could 
not exceed $16,700 and total 
assets, excluding the resident’s 
home and one acre of land, 
could not be valued at over 
$50,000. The figures may be 
adjusted slightly in 2009.

Stamm urged residents who 
might meet the criteria to visit 
the commissioner’s office in 
Lancaster.
Music complaints

Nunn informed council that 
she had recently received a 
letter from town resident Glenn 
Cockrell in which he raised 
concerns regarding the legality 

by Reid Pierce Armstrong 
HEATHSVILLE—Nor-

thumberland’s board of super-
visors agreed last week to 
allow a private non-profit 
group to apply on the county’s 
behalf for a planning grant to 
rehabilitate Light Street.

Light Street is a section of 
Route 610 near Browns Store.

Nearly 100 people along a 
half-mile segment of the street 
live in dilapidated housing 
that lacks working plumbing 
or has failing septic systems 
and unpotable water, accord-
ing to a recent survey of the 
area. Most of those 32 house-
holds live in poverty, earning 
less than 30 percent of the area 
median income. 

Scenario Inc. of King and 
Queen County approached 
Northumberland officials sev-
eral months ago about apply-

ing for a grant to rehabilitate 
the neighborhood. 

The board delayed a deci-
sion last month over concern 
about the county’s financial 
obligation in the project. 

“It was never in doubt that 
the need was there,” said board 
chairman Ronald Jett. 

In the weeks since, the 
supervisors have learned that 
neither cash nor an in-kind 
match are required, but such 
proffers increase the odds of 
approval. 

They agreed to allow Sce-
nario to spearhead the applica-
tion and planning process with 
some reservation. 

A major concern for the 
board is potential cost overruns 
during the construction phase 
of the project. According to the 
grant, any overruns become the 
county’s responsibity. 

Thompson assured the board 
that Scenario would only 
accept a bid on the project that 
meets the grant requirements. 

County administrator Ken-
neth D. Eades said he would 
insist that part of the admin-
istrative fees be used to hire 
someone to oversee the proj-
ect. 

Scenario has been very suc-
cessful in writing and adminis-
tering Communty Development 
Block Grants and is currently 
involved in five grants includ-
ing a $1.5 million project grant 
and four planning studies, said 
Scenario’s executive director 
Donna Thompson. 

“Our track record speaks for 
itself,” Thompson said. 

Even if Scenario wins the 
$25,000 planning grant and 
does the study, they may not 

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors for Lancaster 
County will conduct three 
public hearings Monday, 
December 22. The meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. in the General 
District courtroom.

The monthly meeting will be 
held a couple of nights early due 
to the Christmas holiday. Imme-
diately following the meeting, 
supervisors will hold a special 
session to reorganize for 2009.

Hearings will address:
• A proposed amendment 

to exempt household goods 
and personal effects from 
being taxed as personal prop-
erty. Since the items have 
not been subject to taxation 
in the past, county officials 
consider the amendment as a 

‘housekeeping’ measure.
• A special exception to 

allow Northern Neck Wireless 
to erect an 80-foot antenna/pole 
for wireless internet access on a 
2.845-parcel at 133 John Creek 
Road owned by Ralph and 
Emilie King.

• A special exception to 
allow Northern Neck Wireless 
to erect an 80-foot antenna/pole 
for wireless internet access on 
a three-acre parcel near Good 
Luck Road and Jessie Ball 
duPont Memorial Highway 
owned by Kelley Dameron. 

On the consideration docket 
is an animal tethering ordinance 
for the town of Kilmarnock and 
a VDOT deed of dedication for 
the bus loop connection at the 
primary school.

Buyboat delivers Santa to Reedville
Santa Claus arrived at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum Saturday aboard the Elva 
C. The visit from Saint Nick was a collaboration between the museum and the neigh-
boring Bethany United Methodist Church, according to Wanda Boley, an event 
coordinator. “It’s something fun for the kids to do,” said Boley. “We love it.” Santa 
pictures will appear next week in the Christmas edition. (Photo by Alex Haseltine)

It was beginning to look a lot like Christmas last Friday night as the MDAssociates float moved along Main Street in 
Kilmarnock blowing snow as it passed. The float was among some 125 entries in the town’s 30th annual Christmas 
parade. For more parade coverage see page B6 and visit RRecord.com.  (Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi)

Kilmarnock celebrates ‘A Coastal Christmas’

Supervisors to meet Monday;
three hearings on the docket

Christmas
edition will
appear early

Kilmarnock council
adopts real estate tax
relief plan for elderly

and safety of the tent erected 
at Savannah Joe’s during 
the warm months. Accord-
ing to Nunn, he also inquired 
whether he could erect a tent 
in the parking lot of his own 
commercial property and run a 
business out of it. 

Cockrell also complained 
that he had heard music play-
ing as late as 10:45 p.m., a full 
15 minutes later than the town’s 
ordinance allows, according to 
Nunn.

Stamm said the tent had all 
the necessary permits and to 
his knowledge there had been 
no violations whatsoever of 
the noise ordinances after an 
initial verbal warning had been 
issued early in the season.
Town lights

Nunn complained about the 
late and inconsistent place-
ment of Christmas decora-

tions around the town. She 
took particular issue with the 
lack of lights on North Main 
Street, between the town office 
and the municipal parking lot 
during the Christmas parade 
last Friday.

“I was embarrassed and as 
chairperson for the streets and 
sidewalks committee, I apolo-
gize for them looking so ter-
rible,” said Nunn.

Jones cited the poor con-
dition of many of the town’s 
Christmas decorations and said 
that if council really wanted 
to decorate the town properly 
next year, it would need to 
budget $25,000 to $30,000 for 
the purchase of new lights and 
banners.

Mayor Curtis Smith asked 
the town staff to take the nec-
essary steps to ensure that all 

Supervisors authorize private group
to seek rehabilitation planning grant
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by Alex Haseltine
KILMARNOCK—Following a closed session at the end 

of Monday’s Kilmarnock Town Council meeting to discuss 
“personnel issues,” council member Rebecca T. Nunn 
made a motion directing town manager Lara Burleson to 
issue a check for two weeks paid leave for an undisclosed 
town employee.

The motion carried 3-2, with John A. Smith, Howard 
Straughan and Nunn supporting and Paul S. Jones and 
Gary L. Anderson opposing. 

Burleson, upon receiving the instruction from council, 
refused to comply with what she termed an “illegal” direc-
tive.

Council returned to closed session, and when it re-

Personnel matter prompts
back-to-back closed sessions

(continued on page A15)
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Cash Prize of

This Friday, December 19, 2008

$500.
Guaranteed!

Now Smoke free!

BINGO
Upper Lancaster’s New Firehouse. 

North of Lively on Rt. 3.
“State of the art” equipment

Doors open at 5:45 pm and games start at 7 pm 
To benefit the Upper Lancaster Vol. Fire Department

Brass Polishing   
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia   
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.
Health Insurance for Individuals and
Small Employer Groups (2-14)

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east of
State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of
Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKIG (10/01)

For more information pleae call:
Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA

SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

Located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

Under New 
Management:
Scott Cleaton, 

Managing 
Director WED DEC. 24 THURS. DEC. 25

SUN. DEC. 21

SAT. DEC. 20FRI. DEC. 19
TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G)
1:00, 3:10, 5:10, 7:15, 9:15
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:40, 9:55
DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL (PG13)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30, 9:40
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG13)
1:05, 3:05, 5:15, 7:20, 9:25
CADILLAC RECORDS (R)
1:05, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30, 9:35

MON. & TUES. DEC. 22 & 23

www.pandgtheatres.com

TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G)
5:10, 7:15, 9:15
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
5:25, 7:35, 9:45
DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL (PG13)
5:20, 7:30, 9:40
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG13)
5:15, 7:20, 9:25
CADILLAC RECORDS (R)
5:20, 7:30, 9:35

TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G)
1:00, 3:10, 5:10, 7:15
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
1:00, 3:15, 5:25, 7:35
DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL (PG13)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG13)
1:05, 3:05, 5:15, 7:20
CADILLAC RECORDS (R)
1:05, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30

TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G)
5:10, 7:15
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
5:25, 7:35
DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL (PG13)
5:20, 7:30
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG13)
5:15, 7:20
CADILLAC RECORDS (R)
5:20, 7:30

TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G)
3:10, 5:10
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
3:15, 5:25
DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL (PG13)
3:10, 5:20
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG13)
3:05, 5:15
CADILLAC RECORDS (R)
3:10, 5:20

TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G)
7:00
SEVEN POUNDS (PG13)
7:00
MARLEY & ME (PG)
7:00
BEDTIME STORIES (PG)
7:00
THE SPIRIT (PG13)
7:00

SWANK’S ON MAIN: Continental 
dining experience located down-
town at 36 N. Main Street. Enjoy 
dishes with a southern fl air in a 
warm and inviting atmosphere 
with full bar and an extensive 
wine list.  Sun. Brunch 11-2, Sun. 
Dinner 5:30-8, M-Th. Dinner 5-9, 
F-Sat. Dinner 5-10, Daily early bird 
Special M-Th 5-6.

TALK OF THE TOWN COFFEE 
HOUSE: Featuring a wide selection 
of gourmet coffees. Freshly pre-
pared pastries, wraps and salads. 
Delicious ice cream. 41 S. Main 
St., Kilmarnock 436-TALK (8255). 
Open 7 days a week.

THE TAVERN RESTAURANT:     
Exceptional comfort food in 
lovingly restored Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern, Heathsville. 
Homemade breads, soups, des-
serts, & more. Local seafood & 
produce featured. Lunch & Din-
ner, Wed-Sat. 580-7900.

TOWN BISTRO: Casual upscale 
dining in an intimate setting. Fea-
turing a Seasonal Menu of locally 
inspired dishes. Open Kitchen. Full 
Bar. Dinner Only. Chef owned 
and operated. 62 Irvington Road, 
Kilmarnock. 435-0070. 

U P P ER DEC K C R AB & RI B 
HOUSE: Featuring fresh local 
seafood in an inviting riverfront 
atmosphere. Thurs. 4-8pm, Friday 
5-10pm,  Sat.  12pm-10pm, Sun. 
11am-5pm. 1947 Rocky Neck 
Road, Mollusk,VA. Near Lively. 
462-7400.

WILLABY’S: Comfortable casual 
atmosphere. Featuring daily chef’s 
specials, gourmet burgers & delec-
table desserts. Eat in or carry out 
available. Monday-Saturday 11-3. 
Items available for take home until 
4:00. White Stone. (L) 435-0044.

BUENOS NACHOS MEXICAN 
GRILL: Delicious Mexican fare in an 
exciting atmosphere. Outdoor seat-
ing available. Mon.-Thurs. 11:00am-
8:00pm. Fri. & Sat. 11:00am-9:30pm. 
Sunday 12pm-3pm. 45 S Main St. 
Kilmarnock. 435-6262.

DIXIE DELI: Family owned and 
operated (forever!) Serving lunch 5 
days a week, Mon-Fri., 10:30-3:00, 
Subs, soup, our famous potato & 
chicken salad and sandwiches, 
50 Irvington Rd., Kilmarnock 
435-6745.

LEE’S RESTAURANT: Hometown 
cooking and atmosphere in a 
popular downtown Kilmarnock 
tradition. Full menu, fresh local 
seafood in season, homemade pies 
made daily, Beer & Wine on prem-
ises. (B,L,D) Main St. Kilmarnock, 
435-1255

SAL’S PIZZA:Pizza, Subs, Burg-
ers, Dinners, Beer & Wine. Large 
parties welcome. Dine in; carry 
out. 456 N. Main St., Kilmarnock. 
435-6770, 435-1384. 

HORN HARBOR HOUSE SEA-
FOOD RESTAURANT: 836 Horn 
Harbor Rd., Burgess, VA 22432, 
804-453-3351; Come by Land or by 
Sea: Hours: Dinner: Wed., Thurs., 
Sun., 5-9 pm; Fri., Sat. 5-10 pm; 
Nightly Specials, Fresh Seafood 
and Hand cut steaks, full menu 
available in lounge and deck Wed. 
- Sun. (Weather Permitting)

SANDPIPER RESTAURANT: Est. 
1982. Casual relaxed dining with 
friendly service. Featuring nightly 
specials, charbroiled steaks and 
fresh seafood dishes. Full menu. (D) 
Route 3, White Stone. 435-6176.

ST ANDREWS GRILL AT THE 
TARTAN GOLF CLUB
Open daily 11-3; Closed Tuesday. 
Daily Specials. Homemade Soups, 
Salads, Seafood and Sandwiches. 
Call 438-6009 

THE  STEAMBOAT RESTAU-
RANT: Enjoy casual dining while 
overlooking the beautiful Pianka-
tank River Golf Club. We offer a 
traditional lunch menu, gourmet 
and traditional evening menus and 
Sunday Brunch selections. Open 
Tues.-Sat., 11:00 am - 2:30 pm, 
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. evenings 5:30 
pm - 9:00 pm, and Sunday Brunch 
10:30 am - 2:00 pm. Banquets, 
functions and group outings also 
available. Call 776-6589 (Reserva-
tions suggested). Located off Rt. 33 
at 629, Hartfi eld, Va.

Your guide to the most delicious food & tastiest treats 
in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula.

Open 7 days a week.

ner, Wed-Sat. 580-7900.

- Sun. (Weather Permitting)

Route 3, White Stone. 435-6176.

Call 438-6009 

435-6770, 435-1384. 

Call 
435-1701 

to join 
the Record’s 
Dining Guide

HILLSIDE CINEMA
7321 J. Clayton HigHway 14, glouCester, Va.

Visit our website www.hillsidecinema.com
or call us at (804) 693-2770 or (804) 693-7766

for show schedules and times.

Wed., Thurs. & Sun. 5-9 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 5-10 p.m.
Music Every Saturday

Closed Christmas Day

75 Main Street, Mathews   804-725-4560
Mastercard • Visa •  Discover

Make Reservations Early
for New Year’s

Special Music For New Year’s

Buy 1 Meal & 
Get 1Free Kids Meal

Buffet 

available

Wed. & Sun.

Festival Halle Chorale to give Christmas concert 
The recently organized Festival Halle Chorale (above), directed by Sharon Freude, will 
present a Christmas concert at Festival Halle in Reedville at 3 p.m. Sunday, December 21. 
The program will include holiday favorites and an audience sing-along. Refreshments will 
be served following the concert. The group would appreciate donations of food or money 
for the local Food Bank. Donations to support the chorale also will be welcomed. Organist 
Carina Bly will accompany the singers, along with several handbell ringers from Bethany. 

December

18 Thursday
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
AA meets at 8 p.m. at De 
Sales Hall and Kilmarnock 
United Methodist Church.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art 
of Coffee in Montross. 493-
0873.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern. 580-3377.
A Grief Support Group 
meets at 2 p.m. at 
Henderson United Methodist 
Church near Callao.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet 
at 2 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Community College in 
Warsaw.
Acoustic Night at Cruisers 
Sports Bar in Gloucester. 
693-6246.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of White 
Stone. $2. 435-6207.
The Planning Commission 
for Northumberland 
County will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the courts building in 
Heathsville.
The Lancaster High School 
Red Devil Band will present 
its annual Christmas Holiday 
Concert at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock. Three 
ensembles will be featured.
Ty’s Friends annual 
Christmas party for 
physically and mentally 
disabled residents of the 
Middle Peninsula and the 
Northern Neck will be held at 
the Beacon in Topping from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

19 Friday
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center in 
Lively at 7 p.m.
Mr. Entertainment-Glen 
Abbott, will be featured at 
Kentucky Fried Chicken on 
Route 17 near the old Wal-
Mart shopping center in 
Gloucester from 5 to 9 p.m. 
Join in the “Chicken Dance” 
at 7 p.m.
Bigger Dream will be 
featured at Cruisers Sports 
Bar in Gloucester. 693-6246.
AA meets at noon at Trinity 
Church in Lancaster and at 
8 p.m. at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Kilmarnock.

20 Saturday 
Buddy and Tripp Waymack 
will perform at 8 p.m. at the 
Southwind Cafe in Mathews. 
Free admission; families 
welcome. 725-2766.
The Northern Neck Computer 
Users will meet at 9:30 a.m. at 
Rappahannock Wesminster-
Canterbury near Irvington. The 
speaker will be Danny Hankins.  
At 11 a.m. a Beginners’ Special 
Interest Group will meet.
A Free Holiday Open House 
will be held from noon to 
4 p.m. at The Mary Ball 
Washington Museum and 
Library in Lancaster.
Santa will visit the Reedville 
firehouse at 1:30 p.m. 
A Women’s Cancer Support 
Group will meet from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. at the Lancaster 
Community Library in 
Kilmarnock.
AA meets at 8 p.m. at 
Irvington United Methodist 
Church.
Bake Sales will be held from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. by The Church 
of New Visions at Tri-Star 
Supermarket and the church.

21 Sunday 
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
holds its lunch brunch at 
Kentucky Fried Chicken in 
Kilmarnock immediately 
following church services.

21 Sunday
A Holiday Musical will be 
presented by the Festival Halle 
Chorale at 3 p.m. at Festival 
Halle in Reedville.
AA meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at White Stone United 
Methdodist Church.  

22 Monday
The Hisoryland Community 
Workshop volunteer craft 
group meets at the Lancaster 
Woman’s Club from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Brown bag lunch. New 
members welcome.
AA meets at noon at Palmer 
Hall.
Duplicate Bridge will be played 
at 1 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of White Stone. $2. 462-7605.

23 Tuesday
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 
Weems. 462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.
AA meets at 7 p.m. and at 8 
p.m. at Palmer Hall.
The Tavern Quilt Guild 
meets at 10 a.m. in the 
transportation building at 
Rice’s Hotel/ Hughlett’s Tavern 
in Heathsville.

23 Tuesday
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377.
Duplicate Bridge will 
be played at 1 p.m. at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. 435-3441.

24 Wednesday
Christmas Eve
The Lancaster County Lions 
Club meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
Rose’s Crab House.
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 2 p.m. at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church 
in Kilmarnock. 453-2633.
Al-Anon meets at noon at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
AA meets at 8 p.m. Trinity 
Church.
Acoustic Night at Damon & 
Company in Gloucester. 693-
7218.

25 Thursday
Christmas
(Submit calendar items to 
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

Reach A Devoted Readership of 30,000 on the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula. Since 1989. Rates your business can afford. 

Call Mike Marcon 804-313-0932 www.pleasantlivingmagazine.com
Call for a complimentary copy.

WHY
ADVERTISE?
you ’ re  read ing  t h i s  a ren ’ t  you?
804 .435 .1701 ,  Joanna  ex t .  15

Did your know?
• There are approximately 

30 to 35 million real Christ-
mas trees sold in the U.S. 
every year.

•There are close to half a 
billion real Christmas trees 
growing on Christmas Tree 
farms in the U.S., all planted 
by farmers. 

• North American real 
Christmas trees are grown 
in all 50 states and Canada. 
Eighty percent of artif icial 
trees worldwide are manu-
factured in China, accord-
ing to the U.S. Commerce 
Department. 

• Real trees are a renew-
able, recyclable resource. 
Artificial trees contain non-
biodegradable plastics and 
possible metal toxins such as 
lead. 

• There are more than 4,000 

Christmas tree recycling pro-
grams throughout the United 
States. 

• For every real Christmas 
tree harvested, up to 3 seed-
lings are planted in its place 
the following spring. 

• There are about 500,000 
acres in production for grow-
ing Christmas trees in the 
U.S., much of it preserving 
green space. 

• There are about 21,000 
Christmas tree growers in 
the U.S., and over 100,000 
people employed full- or 
part-time in the industry. 

• The top Christmas tree 
producing states are Oregon, 
North Carolina, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin 
and Washington. Virginia is  
number 8.

• The top-selling Christmas 
trees are balsam fir, Doug-

las fir, Fraser fir, noble fir, 
Scotch pine, Virginia pine 
and white pine.

• It can take as many as 15 
years to grow a tree of aver-
age retail sale height (6 to 7 
feet) or as little as four years, 
but the average growing time 
is seven years.

• It takes four to eight 
years to produce a Christmas 
tree depending on the vari-
ety. This requires different 
care and feeding of differ-
ent kinds of Christmas trees, 
so consequently they will be 
priced differently.

• Each acre of trees provides 
the daily oxygen requirement 
for 18 people. 

For more on trees, visit 
VirginiaGardening.com. 

(Provided by Jeff Miller, 
Virginia Certified Horticul-
turist and executive director 
of the Virginia Green Indus-
try Council)

Christmas tree trivia

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!

w
w
w
.RRecord.com

The only bookmark
you’ll ever need
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Town Bistro
1st Course

Poached Pear and Arugula Salad with Toasted Pecans 
and Gorgonzola in a Sherry Vinaigrette

2nd Course
Roasted Butternut Squash and Sage Risotto

Intermezzo

3rd Course
Grilled Farm Raised Venison Loin 

with Red Wine Currant Glaze
or

Fresh Ahi Tuna Au Poivre
All served with Roasted Root Vegetables

4th Course
Artisan Cheese Plate with Fresh Fruit

62 Irvington Road • Kilmarnock • 804.435.0070

New Years Eve Wine Dinner

Each course paired with wine
$9500 Per Person

Includes Wine, Tax & Tip
Coffee and Tea

Reservations Required by Friday December 26th

Closed Dec. 24, 25 & Jan. 1

Amuse Bouche

CI All Seasons Travel
31 North Main Street

Kilmarnock, VA 22482

(804) 435.2666www.citravel.com • kilmarnock@citravel.com

Thank you for your outstanding support 
during 2008.

May the coming year bring you
many happy travel memories.

Adventure Travel

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Ring in the New Year at the Tides Inn.  Enjoy a bubbly and festive evening 
as you countdown to midnight.  We feature a fabulous four course meal 
with Venison, Salmon, Tenderloin of Beef, Crabcakes-there is something for 
everyone. We will feature live dinner music followed by DJ entertainment. 
Reception 7:30-9:00pm, seating from 8-9:30pm and dancing 9-1:00am  
$90 per person

480 King Carter Drive     Irvington, VA  22480       804.438.5000
www.tidesinn.com

Please join us this holiday season!
The Tides Inn will be open for all of your 
Christmas meals from December 19th to 

lunch on January 1st, 2009. The fires 
will be burning and our chefs have 
prepared some wonderful fare for 

you and your family.

White Stone        Event Center

606 Chesapeake Drive, in White Stone
804.435.2300 

www.WhiteStoneEventCenter.com

Come celebrate with us!
This New Year’s Eve join us for dinner and the song 
stylings of Mr. Eric Anderson on the Main Stage to ring 

in the New Year with style and panache.

Dancing and singing are expected!

$1000 cover charge includes:
• Entry and Favors
• Champagne Toast

• Dessert Bar

A limited dinner menu available until 9 p.m.
The martini bar will be fully functioning as normal.

Casual and comfortable attire.

Visit our website for more information and to get a sampling 
of Eric’s talent. Call to reserve your space now.

For a monthly community calendar visit:
www.connectnetwork.org/rappahannock

Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr. will 
serve as orator for the Holly 
Ball December 27 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club.

The Holly Ball is a black tie, 
invitational charity event to 
benefit the Tidewater Founda-
tion. Proceeds reach the North-
ern Neck and Middle Peninsula 
communities through grants 
from the foundation.

Each year an outstanding 
member of the community is 
chosen to provide a speech to 
those in attendance on a topic 
relating to the spirit and origin 
of the ball.

Del. Pollard was returned to 
Virginia’s House of Delegates 
from District 99 in February 
2008. He previously served six 
years, before a hiatus to spend 
time with his family and the 
glass etching and imprinting 
business where he was a part-
ner.

While serving in the House, 
Del. Pollard has concentrated 
his efforts on the core issues 
of environmental protection, 
health care and education. His 
work focuses on the particular 
issues of the Chesapeake Bay, 
rural access to obstetrical care 
and reforming the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act.

Del. Pollard’s major honors 
include the 2004 Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation Legislator of 
the Year award, 2004 Virginia 
Rural Healthcare Association 
award, guest speaker to the 

2004 annual conference of the 
Virginia Association of School 
Superintendents and a League 
of Conservation Voters lifetime 
legislative scorecard of over 96 
percent.

Del. Pollard is a graduate of 
Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity where he studied urban 
studies and planning. Albert 
and his wife, Mariah, live in 
Mollusk with their three chil-
dren, Mears, Sarah Wells and 
Ap.

The committee of the Holly 
Ball and the Tidewater Founda-
tion Board are delighted and 
honored by Del. Pollard’s will-
ingness to deliver remarks at 
the 113th Holly Ball, said pre-
siding chairman Patricia Gal-
lagher. His continued interests 

in areas of civic concern paral-
lel the mission of the Tidewater 
Foundation.

Queen Jocelyn Maguire Ste-
phens of Irvington will reign 
over the Holly Realm. The 
presentation of the debutants 
will begin at 8 p.m., followed 
by Del. Pollard’s address and 
a  dance pattern of colonial 
origins performed by the debu-
tantes and their escorts.

At 9 p.m., guests will pay 
tribute to former debutantes. 
At 10 p.m., Pollard will crown 
the 113th Queen of the Holly 
Realm.

Music will be provided by 
The Kings of Swing. 

While the Holly Ball Commit-
tee wishes that everyone enjoys 
the festivities, it embraces the 
state law regarding minimum 
age limits for the consumption 
of alcohol and does not con-
done underage alcohol use at 
the ball or other related func-
tions. All children under the age 
of 18 must be accompanied by a 
responsible adult.

The Tidewater Foundation 
and the Committee of the Holly 
Ball are grateful to the commu-
nity for its tremendous contin-
ued support and enthusiastic 
attendance, said Gallagher.

Proceeds from this benefit 
gala will be earmarked to sup-
port the Tidewater Foundation’s 
commitment to enriching the 
lives of those in the Northern 
Neck and Tidewater area.

The Northern Neck Railroad 
annual model railroad exhibit 
will continue at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum through 
January 11. 

More than 100 feet of track 
layout and scale model build-
ings depict bygone days in 
the villages of Reedville, 

Heathsville, Irvington and 
White Stone. Admission is $5 
for adults, $3 for seniors and 
free for children ages 12 and 
younger.

The museum will be closed 
December 24 and 25, and Janu-
ary 1 and 2.

However, the museum will 

be open daily from 10:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. December 26 
through 31. The museum also 
will be open January 3, 4, 10 
and 11.

To confirm dates, times and 
fees, or to purchase advance 
tickets, call 453-6529, or visit 
rfmuseum.org

The staff and volunteers of 
George Washington Birth-
place National Monument 
will host a Washington 
Family Christmas celebration 
Sunday, December 28, from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Colonial Virginians cele-
brated the 12 days of Christ-
mas, a period of feasting that 
began on Christmas Day and 
culminated on Twelfth Night, 
the Feast of the Ephiphany, 
the day associated with the 
visit of the Wise Men to 
Bethlehem. New England’s 
Puritans thought these cele-
brations were not in keeping 
with their view of Christ’s 
birth. 

The Washington family 
may have held or partici-
pated in feasting, drinking, 
games, f ireworks, dancing, 
and music at home or in the 
homes of nearby family and 
friends. Trimming a house for 
the season with door wreaths 
and garlands made of local 
greenery was a common 
practice. On long, cold winter 
evenings, candlelit windows 
welcomed guests.

The event will feature 
living history demonstra-
tions. Volunteers and staff 
will be in period clothing and 
will demonstrate seasonal 
activities and crafts such as 
cooking, blacksmithing and 
music making. There will be 
a candlelight illumination 
of the historic area. Ginger-
snaps and hot cider will be 
served in the Visitor Center. 

Admission is free. The 
Birthplace National Monu-
ment is on Route 204, two 
miles off Route 3. For direc-
tions, call 224-1732, or visit 
nps.gov/gewa.

The 2009 Virginia Interna-
tional Pageant will be held on 
February 13 through 15 at the 
Cultural Center of India in 
Chester.  Applications are due 
December 20.

Contestants may apply for 
the following categories – Mrs. 
Virginia International (ages 21 
to 56),  Miss Virginia Interna-
tional (19 to 29), Miss Teen 
Virginia International (13 to 
18) and Little Miss Virginia 
International (7 to 12).   All 
contestants must  live, work or 
attend school in Virginia. Mrs. 
Virginia International Con-
testants must be married for a 
minimum of six months.

All title-holders and contes-
tants are committed to being 
positive role models for people 
of all ages; and demonstrate 
their commitment to excellence 
through community, awareness 
and service projects. 

This year the Virginia Inter-
national Pageant is sponsored 
by TVM Productions. The Vir-
ginia International Pageants 
are part of a celebrated system 
that has existed for more than 

Del. Pollard to speak  
at the 113th Holly Ball

Del. Albert Pollard Jr.

Catch a ride on the Northern Neck RR

Family 
Christmas
celebration 
planned

Pageant applications
are due December 20

20 years and works to celebrate 
the positive achievements of 
women and girls from across 
the state. 

For application forms, visit 
virginiainternationalpageants.
com.
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RECYCLE

Remember . . . 
What goes around 

comes around.

Rapppahannock Record
We recycle.
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Fiction or 
Fact

from Bob’s Almanac

 Excerpts    by Henry Lane Hull

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert Pollard

The Elder B.E. came home from school the 
other day and asked me if I had heard of 
Werner von Braun. In science, his teacher 

had been discussing space exploration, which 
obviously had to cover the German origins of 
the American program. I replied that not only 
had I heard of him, I also had met him. The B.E. 
looked at me and said,  “You really met him?” I 
got the impression that he was more impressed 
by my age than by the fact I had met Dr. von 
Braun.

The story began many years ago. When I fin-
ished graduate school I received a yearlong foun-
dation grant for study, during which I accepted 
an appointment to teach at the University of Ala-
bama in Huntsville to take effect when the grant 
would expire. I headed south to teach Russian 
history, the start of an onset of 125 round trips 
between Huntsville and the Northern Neck.

Huntsville was a different experience for me. 
In 1950, the census recorded the city as having 
a population of 13,000; in 1970 it recorded 
over 100,000. All of that growth in one way or 
another came from the space program. Its origin 
goes back to 1945 when the German rocket 
team, led by Werner von Braun, was fleeing the 
invading Soviet army, desperate to surrender to 
the Americans, lest they become slaves of Mar-
shal Stalin.

Once in American custody, the U.S. Army 
moved them first to Fort Bliss, Texas, and then 
to Redstone Arsenal, a World War I-era facility 
in Huntsville. At that time it was remote and 
isolated, thereby affording a better opportunity 
to keep surveillance over the former Nazis, who 
had worked for Hitler. The day after the Ger-
mans arrived, 120 of them went on army buses 
to the Huntsville Public Library where they 
applied for and received library cards. Down to 
the present, that day remains the one on which 
the library issued the most cards.

Redstone Arsenal had vacant buildings in 
which the Army put the Germans to work on 
an American missile program. Von Braun, then 
only 38, headed the team, as he had in Germany, 
and the American space projects, the legacy of 
Dr. Robert Goddard, took shape. In 1970, a year 
after the first manned lunar landing, von Braun 
left Huntsville for a position with NASA in 
Washington. When he departed, he left behind 

many of the Germans who had worked with him 
both in Germany and in America.

That group began retiring from NASA and, 
to keep active, started taking classes at the uni-
versity. I would have some of them as auditors 
for nearly every advanced course that I taught. I 
put them to work, which they enjoyed, describ-
ing the German space program under Hitler, and 
their wartime fear of falling into the hands of the 
Soviets.  They were thoroughly American, and 
quite proud of their U.S. citizenship.

As the city grew, the civic leaders in Hunts-
ville decided to build a cultural center to house 
the opera, the symphony, a theater, and a 
museum, which they decreed should be called, 
The von Braun Civic Center. It soon became the 
“VBCC” in local parlance.

I was present for the groundbreaking, for 
which Dr. von Braun returned from Washington 
to throw the first shovel of earth, and it was then 
that I had the opportunity to meet him, and offer 
my congratulations for the honor of having the 
center bear his name. He seemed somewhat out 
of his element, this highly focused scientist and 
engineer being the object of attention in a set-
ting foreign to his background. He was pleasant, 
but I thought I knew him more from what I had 
learned from his former colleagues than from 
meeting him in person.

That was the only time I met him. He came 
back over a year later to open the VBCC and 
attend the first opera staged there, then returned 
to Washington where he died of cancer three 
years later at age 65. By the time of his death, 
all of the old Germans were no longer employed 
in the space program.

Those were golden years, when we thought 
space exploration would continue to make the 
leaping advances that had characterized the 
1960s, which we might term “The Age of von 
Braun.” Now that decades have passed since 
humans set foot on the moon, and the enthusi-
asm of challenging the Soviets for space domi-
nance has passed, having had a window on the 
early years through the presence of auditors in 
my classes gave me an abiding insight into that 
facet of America’s day in the sun.

I am pleased that I could answer the B.E.’s 
question affirmatively.  Yes, I “really” met 
Werner von Braun.

Alley Cat Allies?
Many think of the world in par-

tisan terms, a Red America and 
a Blue America.  This is wrong 
and in fact the world is made up 
of two different types of people—
cat people and dog people.

I, Albert C. Pollard, Jr., am a 
dog person.  I wish no ill will on 
cats or cat people (Mariah is a cat 
person and a dog person, too), but 
I am simply not a cat person. 

 This column has nothing to 
do with the fact that I am a dog 
person.  But, it is a little hard for 
me to objectively read the advo-
cacy mail that I recently received 
from “Alley Cat Allies.” This is an 
organization which is dedicated 
to “protecting cats throughout the 
nation” and “to educate people 
about outdoor cats.”  More spe-
cifically, their goal is to end the 
euthanization of feral cats and get 
governments to adopt the public 
policy positions of “trap-neuter-
return.”

I bring all of this up because 
one of the hardest things to do 
as a legislator is to help separate 
policy from passion.

For instance, last year there 
was a bill in the Virginia General 
Assembly to make stealing a cat 
a class 5 felony.  This means that 
a “cat nabber” could serve up to 
10 years in prison.

In the patron’s defense, the 
bill merely brought the theft of 
a cat in line with the provisions 
for stealing a dog.  Since the 
“cat felony” bill failed, the point 
is somewhat mute. I would 
argue that Virginia’s penalties 
for stealing a dog are out of line 
with an appropriate punishment 
as well.

This is part of a larger prob-
lem with the Virginia criminal 
code—making punishments 
meet the crime and, also, being 
proportionate to each other. 
Issuing a bad check for payroll 
purpose is a class one misde-
meanor.  Assault and battery 
against a family member:  class 
1 misdemeanor (second offense 
is a class 6 felony).  Imper-
sonating an officer or faking 

a diploma?  That’s a misde-
meanor.  Peeping tom:  class 1 
misdemeanor. Harassment by 
computer:  class 1 misdemeanor.  
Stealing grave ornaments: class 
1 misdemeanor.   

For punishments which are 
also class 5 felonies (in addi-
tion to stealing a dog): extorting 
money by threats or possession 
of biological or radiological 
substance with intent to harm.

Clearly, passion has clouded 
the judgment of the legislative 
body.  How can assault and bat-
tery to a family member be less 
punishable than stealing a dog 
(or a cat)?  And, too, how do we 
consider spending resources on 
policies such as “trap-neuter-
return” at a time when we are 
cutting funding for education 
and law enforcement?

While tough budget deci-
sions and tough times lead to 
appropriately tough questions, 
in reality these questions should 
be asked all the time.

The auto industry recovery 
legislation voted on by the House 
of Representatives this week was 
not the first major bailout initia-
tive to come to the House floor 
recently.  All indications are that 
it will not be the last.  While I 
have had serious reservations 
about the bailout bills, I believe 
that the federal government can 
effectively provide a helping 
hand to businesses in need. There 
are several ways that business 
and Congress can work together 
to create solutions that will both 
help industry stay afloat and pro-
tect taxpayer investment.

The most important piece of 
any recovery package to be con-
sidered by Congress is that the 
company in question be required 
to provide a viable restructuring 
plan. This plan must clearly dem-
onstrate how a business would 
return to profitability in the long 
term.  A company seeking pri-
vate financing would be required 
to propose such a plan, and we 
should expect the same in return 
for an investment of taxpayer 
dollars.  However, neither the ini-
tial $700 billion financial bailout 
nor the $14 billion auto bailout 
contained a clear strategy.  At the 
very least, the taxpayers should 
not be asked to “spend first and 
ask questions later.” 

Another option that should be 
considered, either prior to or in 
conjunction with federal loans, 
is a program of private financing 
with federal guarantees. There is 
no doubt that shaky credit mar-
kets have adversely impacted the 
availability of credit, particularly 
for firms that are struggling for 
survival.  However, Congress 

can create a program whereby 
the federal government provides 
insurance on private investment 
for businesses in need.  This 
insurance would be funded by 
the participants with a modest 
FDIC-like fee and would cover 
up to 50 percent of the losses of 
new investment in the case of a 
default.  Such a program would 
help to unlock large amounts of 
private financing, while simulta-
neously protecting taxpayers.

Finally, in the midst of unprec-
edented economic challenges, 
we must not forget the basics.  
Any economist worth his salt 
will tell you to tax that which you 
want less of and cut taxes on that 
of which you want more.  Leg-
islation allowing a $10,000 tax 
deduction on the purchase of a 
new car would certainly benefit 
the auto industry.  So too would 
a bill that allows the deduction 
of the state and local sales taxes 
on new car purchases from fed-
eral income tax.  Initiatives like 
these can easily be extended 
beyond the auto industry to help 
any number of ailing businesses, 
with little or no taxpayer expo-
sure.  I’ve cosponsored legisla-
tion that would implement these 
proposals.

Without a doubt, the fed-
eral government has a duty 
to assist in the country’s eco-
nomic recovery. We also have 
an equal responsibility to act as 
good stewards of the taxpayers’ 
money.  For federal assistance to 
be effective, we must do more 
than just throw money at the 
problem.  Following the steps 
outlined here would be a good 
start.       

Congressional Report
by Rep. Robert Wittman

Letters 
to the Editor

From Allen B. Curry, 
Kilmarnock

We need to get the economy 
going good again. You gotta 
spend in order to get some 
place in life.

Another good stimulus check 
would help. As soon as the 
check is cashed and spent there 
is revenue for all—taxes, tips, 
salaries and restocking fund.

We can’t do it by selling to 
ourselves and just in town. 
There was a time the little 
person sold to the town’s 
people, towns sold to others 
in and around town until it 
reached the government level 
that sold to other states and 
countries.

Today just about everything 
we purchase is from other 
countries because the products 
are cheaper or the only place 
the items are made.

We talked about the huge 
multi-million dollar pays for 
the chief executive officers 
(CEOs). Now the CEOs are 
contemplating on little or no 
salary.

What about their bonuses, 
which at times, equaled to or 
more than their salaries?

Back in the day, bonuses 
were awarded to the hands-
on workers and outstanding 
foremen. These bonuses may 
not have been very large but 
showed appreciation for such 
things as being on time every 
day, no days missed, job done 
above and beyond the call of 
duty, job done ahead of sched-
ule, outstanding salesperson(s), 
good beneficial suggestion(s), 
or company excelled in profits.

The bonuses were for appre-
ciation and the companies 
wanted to encourage other 
workers to improve and earn 
more for the company.

There needs to be a good 
solid foundation at all times or 
the top will fall to the bottom. 

These Golden Parachute 
CEOs don’t care because if 
their company goes under they 
have enough funds (unearned) 
to last themselves and a few of 
us for a life time.

Spend to get
economy going

From Jim Philbrick, 
White Stone

 I want to clarify and expand 
on a statement in last week’s 
newspaper report of the White 
Stone town meeting of Decem-
ber 4.

 I had asked the town coun-
cil to resolve a situation in 
which my wife and I had been 
attacked by a dog on a street 
here in White Stone.

 What was not reported was 
that I had also said that the dog 
had attacked and had bitten a 
member of my family several 
months ago. It has attacked or 
has threatened at least four other 
citizens. Two older persons will 
no longer walk past the home 
in question because they are 
afraid of being attacked by the 
dog. The owner has been made 
aware of these incidents.

 I have never harmed or mis-
treated an animal. I wish no 
harm or ill-will to either the dog 
or my neighbor, the owner. I do 
believe it is our right to walk on 
the street without being threat-
ened or attacked by a dog.

A bad dog 
reported

From Grayson Hughes,
Wicomico Church

My name is Grayson, I 
am 10  years old and lately 
I have been thinking about 
recycling.

My grandfather burns his 
trash and pulls his cans out 
and disposes of them in the 
local dumpster. I have spoken 
with him about putting them 
in the recycling bins.

When my family goes to 
the local dump to recycle 
we always see people throw-
ing away recyclable products 
such as cardboard, plastics, 
cans and glass in the dump-
ster instead of the recycling 
bins.

It makes me sad to see that 
people don’t want to make 
the effort to put the recy-
clables in the bins that are 50 
feet away.

I would like to make people 
aware of how they can make 
a difference that affect gen-
erations and preserve our 
earth, especially this time 
of year when we are receiv-
ing many packages. So “Go 
Green Northern Neck.”

Go green

From Frank Mann,
Lancaster

Last week, a long letter 
appeared here complaining 
that Barack Obama is not eli-
gible to be called “president-
elect” because the electoral 
college has not yet cast their 
votes. The writer also com-
plained that Obama stood at 
a podium labeled “Office of 
the President-elect” and there 
is no such official office. 
He also had questions about 
Obama’s citizenship status.

First, I checked my Web-
ster’s Unabridged. The word 
“president-elect” means “an 
elected president who has not 
yet taken office.” Not a word 
about the electoral college.

As for the podium sign and 
the non-existent president-
elect office, this is what 
political writers call “atmo-
spherics,” images or concepts 
used for dramatic effect.

Possibly the most egre-
gious use of atmospherics 
occurred when George Bush 
did his aircraft carrier strut 
shortly after we invaded Iraq. 
He had the carrier, which was 
off the California coast, turn 
around so that it appeared 
Bush flew in from the open 
sea, and then, after landing in 
his flight suit, we saw the pre-
arranged “Mission Accom-
plished” banner. All were 
well planned atmospherics to 
enhance Bush’s image.

As for Obama’s U.S. citi-
zenship, let it be known that 
his birth certif icate states he 
was born in a Honolulu hos-
pital August 4, 1961. Hawaii 
became a state in 1958. 
Moreover, a recent lawsuit 
challenging the validity of 
Obama’s U.S. citizenship 
has been rejected by both a 
lower court and the Supreme 
Court.

So what we really had in 
this letter, which ran over 15 
column inches, was a case of 
nit-picking in search of some 
scrap of negative information 
to lay on Obama. Surely, that 
space would be much better 
devoted to discussing some-
thing of genuine and timely 
concern to readers.

Settling issuesby Robert Mason Jr.
Seeking political correctness, 

they tried to take Christ out of the 
holiday.

In some circles, they were 
successful.

Now they want to take the fun 
out of Christmas.

You know who they are.
They are all those do-gooders 

who know what’s best for every-
body else.

They never do any wrong.
They are perfect.
They are the first to complain 

about what others are doing, and 
the last to explain what they are 
really up to.

They kick you when you are 
down.

They are the ones who write 
lengthy letters full of misinfor-
mation attacking others who 
write lengthy letters full of 
misinformation.

They want to ban Christmas 
trees, because they are fire 
hazards.

They want to ban the use of 
string-a-long Christmas lights, 
because they are fire hazards.

They want to ban candles, 
because they are fire hazards.

They want to ban the hang-
ing of stockings by working 
fireplaces, because...do we really 
have to go there?

They want to ban all holiday 
plants, because some may be 
poisonous if swallowed.

They want to ban the Christ-
mas feasts, receptions, parties, 
basically any and all functions 
where food is served, because it 
could be contaminated.

They want to ban alcoholic 
drinks, because someone may 
get tipsy.

They want to ban leaving 
cookies and milk for Santa 
because the milk might sit out 
too long, and given the big guy’s 
weight, he may be diabetic, so 
sweets are out, and he definitely 
doesn’t need the extra calories.

They want to ban holiday 
travel, because some folks get 
in too big a hurry and cause 
accidents.

They want to ban all contact 
with friends or family during the 
holiday season, because that’s 
how germs are spread.

They want to ban the giving 
of puppies as Christmas gifts, 
because they grow into dogs and 
dogs aren’t anywhere as near 
appealing to children as puppies.

They want to ban Virginia ham 
from the holiday table, because it 
is high in salt.

They want to ban references 
to Santa’s “elves,” because it 
offends “little people.”

They want to ban the singing 
of Christmas carols, because 
some of the words are archaic, 
discriminating and politically 
incorrect.

They want to ban wrapping 
paper, because no one recycles it.

They want you to remember 
them at Christmas and through-
out the year, because it is better 
to give than to receive.  
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Please Join The

Lancaster County Democrats

For A Celebration of the

Inauguration of

The 44th President of the United States

Barack Obama

January 20, 2009

The Beacon
Rt. 3, Topping, VA

Cash Bar opens at 5:30 pm
Buffet Dinner at 6:30 pm

$25 per person

RSVP by January 5:
804-436-0605 ~ bayscape@kaballero.com or

804-436-0516 ~ mcgmac45@aol.com

Authorized and Paid For by the Lancaster County Democratic Committee

Paid Advertisement

From Jim Spiess, 
Mollusk

I recently met with Rep. Rob 
Wittman to discuss some issues 
small businesses are facing 
today. I explained to him that 
I am not “Joe the plumber,” 
but his cousin, “Jim the pool 
installer.” I am also the gov-
ernment representative of the 
Association of Pool and Spa 
Professionals for the Central 
Virginia Region II Chapter.

Ninety percent of America’s 
workforce is made up of small 
businesses like River Pools and 
Spas, of which I am part owner. 
It seems that it is the other 10 
percent of the companies who 
are getting all the attention. A 
concern I brought to Rep. Witt-
man is that bailouts are being 
given to companies that have 
spent recklessly and continue 
to do so.

I said that our company has 
to take a look at what we have 
done right and wrong. We 
address those issues to make 
sure that if there is an economic 
slowdown in the future, it will 
not affect our cash flow. 

As owners of a company, 
we have a responsibility to our 
employees and our vendors. 
The owners of my company are 
not millionaires, but it would 
not kill us to go without pay 
for awhile so that we could 
keep our business operating. 
We have done this before and I 
told our representative that we 
are not alone; other small busi-
nesses at times have not given 
themselves paychecks.

Why is it that the managers 
and owners of the 10 percent 
of big companies getting big 
bailouts continue to receive 
paychecks and bonuses? It 
seems that the small companies 
employing 90 percent of Amer-
icans are the ones that will end 
up paying for their bailouts. 

Rep. Wittman told me that 
when the chief executive offi-
cers of the  big three auto 
makers were asked if they 
would be willing to take a 
dollar a year paycheck for a 
few years, the answer from the 
General Motors chief was they 
they were fine where they are 
at and the Chrysler chief said 
he would take it under consid-
eration. Rep. Wittman  under-
stands the frustration of small 
business owners seeing big 
companies being bailed out at 
their expense.

When government is spend-
ing billions that are now going 
to turn into trillions, Americans 
need to know that this money 
needs to come from some-
where and it will be from the 
working class who buy pools 
and other products from small 
businesses, who in turn employ 
people buying such products. 
If the government is taking our 
money to fund the 10 percent, 
then the 90 percent will suffer, 
because small business will be 
the ones going out of business, 
which means fewer jobs for the 
working class.

Other items discussed were 
that some county, state and 
government employees can 
be rude to the public and do 
not do their jobs very well. I 
said that in the private sector 
such people would not last two 
weeks on the job with their 
attitudes and work ethic. Rep. 
Wittman agreed and said these 
people are paid by us and are 
supposed to work for us.

Another concern of mine is 
that swimming pools are con-
sidered to be a contributing 
factor to the pollution of the 
Chesapeake Bay. I asked Rep. 
Wittman why the government 
is not addressing the real pol-
luters of the bay. We import 
garbage from several states 
and dig down so deep that they 

Meeting with 
Rep. Wittman

From Shirley 
Dodson-McAdoo, White Stone

Shawn Donahue generously 
and graciously hosted the 
USDA Funding celebration 
event for the Family Maternity 
Center of the Northern Neck 
(FMCNN) held last week at the 
lovely Kilmarnock Inn. Those 
coming from around the state 
enjoyed and appreciated the 
elegant surroundings.

Shawn and his staff dis-
played the highest degree of 
professionalism and tended to 
every detail with ease. USDA 
formally committed a $1.6 mil-
lion low-interest loan, and a 
$50,000 grant to the FMCNN. 
Construction will begin in 
spring 2009, completed fall 
2009.

As 2008 is coming to a close, 
a time of reflection. For the 
former Rappahannock General 
Hospital (RGH) OB nurses, Dr. 
James Hamilton, Kristi Duryea, 
Lancaster Women’s Club, Nor-
thumberland Women’s Club, 
and others this project has been 
a hope, a dream for more than 
four years. During that time, 
the late Rep. Jo Ann Davis, 
Del. Albert Pollard, Rep. Rob 
Wittman and the OB taskforce 
appointed by the Gov. Mark 

Community 
supports 
maternity center

From Michael Morchower, 
Irvington 

I know some readers will go 
ballistic when they find out that 
Mr. Obama plans to be sworn 
in using his full name; Barack 
“Hussein” Obama.

A recent letter cited several 
steps in the election process 
that have yet been taken by Mr. 
Obama in order to assume the 
presidency. I suggest another 
challenge for those who can’t 
accept the fact that an African-
American has been elected 
President of the United States 
of America and here it is. By 
Mr. Obama inserting a middle 
name that has a Muslin conno-
tation voters were deceived in 
believing that Mr. Obama was 
an American; therefore, fraud 
at the ballot box and the elec-
tion is nullified, Ha Ha Ha!

Have you heard that Pres-
ident-elect Barack Obama 
intends to maintain his home 
in Chicago’s Hyde Park neigh-
borhood as a White House get-
away for the family? Don’t you 
think this is a little uppity since 
we are in a recession and most 
of us can’t afford two homes, 
especially African-Americans?

Those die-hards can also 
allege that the federal prosecu-
tor in Chicago, who has been 
investigating Illinois Governor 
Rod Blagojevich, should have 
released the scope of his inves-
tigation before the November 
4, 2008, election. If so, the out-
come might have been different 
had the public known then what 
has recently been publicized.

I recently heard that Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama and 
Governor Rod Blagojevich 
attended Governor’s Day at the 
Illinois State Fair in 2005. In 
fact they were photographed 
talking with each other. Don’t 
you think cash was exchanged 
after that covert rendezvous?

Also, the fact that the U.S. 
Supreme Court rejected an 

Let’s move on
to real issues

From Leon Whittaker,
Heathsville

We have a class of politicians 
who I would call Moonwalk-
ers, a dance where  you appear 
to be moving forward and pro-
American but actually go back-
wards. The most famous was 
Sen. McCarthy who ran a senate 
hearing similar to the Spanish 
Inquisition.

Sen. Richard Shelby of Ala-
bama is of the same ilk. He was 

Moonwalkers 
bilk millions

From Jean M. Duggan,
Bay Aging development director

On behalf of Bay Aging’s 
board of directors and staff, I 
extend our appreciation to all 
the people who give so much 
of their time, talents and funds 
to help people have a chance at 
living a better, healthier life.

Every minute and every 
dollar invested in helping others 
reaps rewards many times over. 
People are not only grateful 
for a hot meal, they especially 
appreciate the care and con-
cern that our special volunteers 
bring with them.

And what about all those 
phone calls that are made to 
people who are alone and need 
some reassurance that someone 
is looking out for their well-
being? That is very special 
indeed.

Our volunteer-based non-
emergency medical transporta-
tion service has been invaluable 
to those who are frail and for 
one reason or another don’t 
have access to transportation. 
Hundreds of miles have been 
logged by caring people who 
volunteer their vehicles, time 
and gas to carry people to phy-
sician’s offices and clinics for 
cancer and dialysis treatments 
throughout the Middle Pen-
insula, Northern Neck, Wil-
liamsburg, Newport News and 
Richmond.

Our donors are an essential 
part of Bay Aging.

What would we do with-
out our donors? These special 
people and groups donate on 
a regular basis, helping Bay 
Aging bring the quality pro-
grams and services it is known 
for to seniors, people with dis-
abilities, their families and 
caregivers who live through-
out the Middle Peninsula and 
Northern Neck.

As with many non-profits, 
Bay Aging is again fighting 
to hold onto its state funding. 
Bay Aging has implored all 
local government officials and 
elected officials to call upon the 
governor to restore Bay Aging’s 
funding for core services.

Bay Aging is one of two Area 
Agencies on Aging in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia whose 
core services are being cut. 
Presently, the governor’s plan 
is to reduce Bay Aging’s appro-
priations for core services or 
$18,961 that would eliminate 
6,320 meals through Meals on 
Wheels and other essential ser-
vices such as senior transporta-
tion, home care and more; and 
appropriations for adult day 
health services (adult day care) 
by $29,779, which would mean 
a loss of 662 days of service for 
the 24-hour-a-day caregivers 
who want to avoid costly and 
premature institutionalization 
of their loved ones.

Again, what would we do 
without our donors?

All is not gloomy, however, as 
long as we continue to receive 
the type of steadfast support 
we’ve been extremely fortunate 
to have over the years. I believe 
our work shows to all that we 
care and want to make a posi-
tive difference in people’s lives, 
hence our deep appreciation for 
all that you do to help us along 
the way.

We wish you and yours a 
wonderful Christmas holiday 
and a happy, healthy New Year.

Where 
would we be 
without donors?

Warner recommended alterna-
tives to the traditional delivery 
system in rural areas that have 
high infant mortality leading to 
HB2656 2005.

While HB 2656 mandates 
that physician and certified 
nurse midwives will work in 
collaboration and provide ser-
vices in a freestanding, certi-
fied birthing center, the design 
is ours to create. It speaks to 
those who believe that access 
to quality health care is a right 
and privilege to all Americans, 
especially our smallest and 
most fragile newborns.

It is only with the contin-
ued support through policy 
development and subsequent 
funding at the national and 
state level in harmony with 
the community that improved 
access for all pregnant women 
and infants will become a real-
ity. After much deliberation 
and research, FMCNN made a 
commitment to develop such a 
center and become one of two 
pilot projects in the state.

A great deal has been 
learned about birth centers. 
While a birthcenter is a home-
like facility, it operates within 
the healthcare system. It is 
based on the wellness model of 
pregnancy and birth. Birth cen-
ters are guided by principles of 
prevention of complications, 
sensitivity to the needs of the 
individual family, safety for 
both mother and baby, approp-
priate use of medical interven-
tions and cost effective care. 
Birth centers provide family-
centered care for the healthy 
women before, during and after 
pregnancy, labor and birth.

According to Dr. Thomas 
Irungu, in our region with the 
present health care services, we 
still have 15 to 20 percent of 
women who enter prenatal care 
late and a significant number 
that receive inadequate prena-
tal care (with less than five of 
the recommended 10 visits).  
In 2007, the infant mortality 
rate in Virginia was 7.7, com-
pared to the national average of 
6.4 per 1,000 live births. Our 
infant mortality is 12.7 percent 
in areas of the Northern Neck. 
In November of this year, the 
March of Dimes released the 
first national “premature birth 
report card” where the US 
received a “D” grade for the 
pre-term birth rate, Virginia 
got a “D.” Congress is address-
ing the preemie Act: a bill that 
aims to reduce pre-term labor 
and delivery.

In Virginia, the Health Com-
missioner last month appointed 
a working group to address 
issues of premature births and 
infant mortality. The desired 
outcomes for the center are to 
have healthy mothers, healthy 
infants and healthy families as 
well as providing innovative 
evidence-based alternatives 
to the traditional model. This 
is consistent with the Com-
monwealth’s goal and together 
we can make a difference by 
improving the quality of life of 
our citizens, our community.

FMCNN has agreed to 
become The March of Dimes 
Virginia Chapter center for 
Centering Pregnancy prena-
tal group classes. As stated by 
the March of Dimes and NIH, 
Centering Pregnancy curricu-
lum provides the client with 
20 hours of prenatal instruc-
tion compared to the 3.5 hours  
offered by traditional prenatal 
care. Research has shown that 
clients benefit greatly with a 
30 percent reduction in pre-
mature birth, low-birth weight 
and infant mortality through 
Centering. Centering Parenting 
classes will also be available at 
the center.

Gov. Tim Kaine and the Vir-
ginia General Assembly have 
supported this effort through 
funding for a coordinator for 
the past two years. Through 
community efforts, FMCNN 
has received a memorandum of 
understanding with RGH and 
support from tertiary facility, 
VCUHS, became a non-profit 
501 C3, received HRSA grant 
made by Rep. Davis, received 
generous donations from the 
Community Foundation, Grace 
Episcopal Church, March of 
Dimes, River Counties Com-
munity Foundation, Specials, 
Wiley Foundation, WK Kel-
logg, White Stone United 
Methodist Church, White Stone 
Baptist Church, and many indi-
viduals in the community.

While we would not be where 
we are without the commu-
nity’s continued compassion, 
dedication and commitment, 
special appreciation goes out 
to the members of White Stone 
United Methodist Church and 
White Stone Baptist Church 
for sponsoring the Fall Festival 
in our honor, and to the Groh 
Family, owner of Specials, for 
the Chesapeake Breeze event. 
Each event encompassed every 
aspect of community spirit, 

dedication, commitment, 
patience, faith and persever-
ance.

As president of FMCNN, I 
want to introduce our board 
members who volunteer their 
time and expertise. They are 
Dr. James Hamilton, Dr. Bar-
bara Kahler, Dr. Curtis Smith, 
Kristi Duryea, Cindy Clarke, 
Kristen Brown, Joseph Curry, 
Wayne Nunnally, Lori Wal-
trous, Roy Funkhouser and 
Jane Wills. I also want to 
acknowledge our partners and 
collaborators:Rappahannock 
Area Health Development 
Center, RGH, VCUHS, VDH, 
VDH Resource Mothers, Three 
Rivers Health District, Virginia 
Rural Health Association, N.N. 
and Middle Peninsula Tele-
medicine Consortium, Central 
VA Commonwealth Perinatal 
Council, USDA, Kipp Archi-
tect, Bay Design and Bank of 
Lancaster.

While 2009 comes with 
many challenges, together there 
is hope for a better tomorrow.

have to pump out the water 
from the bay watershed to bury 
trash that is killing the bay. 
Rep. Wittman told me that he 
has introduced legislation for 
Virginia to quit importing other 
states’ garbage. 

We discussed water treat-
ment plants and the quality of 
the water that is going back to 
bay tributaries. I said the gov-
ernment is hoodwinking the 
public into thinking that by 
not putting pools in  restricted 
areas this will help clean up the 
bay.

I once met Sen. Stuart and 
will soon meet him again to 
address some of the same con-
cerns. I also will try to meet 
Gov. Tim Kaine.

I have found Rep. Witt-
man and Sen. Stuart easy to 
talk with. They seem to have 
the general public’s interest at 
heart. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with them for 
resolutions to the concerns we 
discussed. 

appeal from a New Jersey 
man who alleged that Obama 
could not possibly be a “natu-
ral born” citizen, his mother 
was American and his Kenyan 
father at the time was a British 
subject did not sit well with the 
die-hards.

On the other hand, you can 
step back, take a deep breath, 
count to 10 and move on to the 
real issues that we inherited 
from Mr. Bush and Congress, 
particularly the rotten economy 
that affects all of us.

Letters to the Editor
heavily involved in the Air Force 
Tanker fiasco. A $40 billion 
contract was given to overseas 
companies and his state would 
have received $875 million to 
assemble them. All this was with 
the approval of Robert Gates, 
our present defense secretary. 
Thanks to John McCain, the 
bidding will be opened in 2009 
again and will be fair to Ameri-
can workers. Obama should find 
a place for McCain to root out 
moral and criminal corruption.

Sen. Shelby has $13 million 
stashed in his campaign fund. I 
wonder what he is going to do 
with it. He raised $9 million the 
last election and spent $2 mil-
lion on his campaign.

A lot of this money came 
from Honda, Mercedes, Nissan, 
Hyundai and Toyota; all have 
massive facilities in Alabama. 
This state has spent untold mil-
lions in tax incentives and $30 
million in a training center for 
them. It is apparent why he is 
so against the American com-
panies. He is not looking out for 
America; he is looking out for 
himself.

(Reprint from the December 
18, 1908, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Afro-American Notes

Mrs. Eliza Ball returned to 
her home at White Stone not 
long since from Baltimore.

Frank Logan and Miss 
Rebecca Johnson, both of 
White Stone, were married 
Wednesday, December 2nd, at 
Mt. Vernon Church.

A large gathering was at Mt. 
Vernon Church Thanksgiv-
ing night, the occasion being 
Thanksgiving services. A large 
sum of money was raised.
Will Talk Anywhere

Wonderful Wireless Appara-
tus to be Installed by the U.S. 
Navy

The wireless equipment of 
the United States Navy will 
soon have no peer in any navy 
of the world. When the work 
planned by the department is 
finished the government will be 
able to communicate quickly 
with any ship of the navy no 
matter what waters it might be 
stationed. The contract will call 
for all material and labor for 
the building and equipment of a 
high powered wireless tele-
graph, the first of a number of 
similar stations, one of which 
is to be at San Francisco with 
a radius of 3,000 miles; the 
installation aboard each ship of 
the navy of two sets of wireless 
telegraph instruments capable 
of sending messages 3,000 
miles and receiving messages 
from a distance of 3,000 miles 
in all latitudes, with an adjunct 
wireless telephone having a 
radius of 100 miles. Such mes-
sages, the requirements specify, 
are to be free from interruption 
by atmospheric disturbances 

and from international interfer-
ence by neighboring wireless 
stations. Another condition 
required will be to install a 
system that will be capable of 
transmitting and receiving mes-
sages with entire secrecy.
Waste of life

The nation is profoundly 
moved, now and then, by the 
President’s eloquent warn-
ings against the wasting of its 
natural resources, in timber and 
minerals, but the greatest and 
most inexcusable waste of all 
is that of the most importance 
is that of the most precious of 
resources, human life itself.
Irvington

Barker Hopkins is in Norfolk 
this week.

Geo. W. Sanders and Bun 
Broaddus were in Fredericks-
burg last week.

Jas. W. Leland, of Baltimore, 
is this week visting his parental 
home here.
Ocran

The belfry on the chapel here 
has been completed, but the 
200 lb. bell which was put in 
place Tuesday will not be used 
until Christmas night, when 
the Sunday School will have 
its annual Christmas tree and 
entertainment.
White Stone

The Odd Fellows Banquet 
on last Monday night week at 
Treakle’s was largely attended 
and the presence of so many 
charming damsels from a dis-
tance as well as the wives and 
sweethearts made it a glowing 
success.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Yesteryear
in Lancaster
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OH NO!! This MUZIC MAN 

is turnin’ the BIG 5-0!!
Happy Birthday!

Love, Your Fan Club

ilmarnock Planing Mill, Inc.K

M-F 9:30-5:00
Sat. 9:30-12:00

Winter Sale
• 25% off Christmas Items

• 20 % off Selected Furniture 
   & Gift Items

• “Extra” 20% off all previously 
    discounted selections 

435-1122
420 South Main Street

November 17th through December 31st

Sunday, December 14th & 21st • 12 noon-4pm
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, Mon.-Sat. 10am-4pm

Call us at 436-9309

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

 The quality of gold is measured in terms of 
“karats”. The term “karat” when referencing gold 
is not a measure of weight. Pure gold is defined as 
“twenty-four karat” gold. If, for example, the gold 
is 18/24 pure gold, it is called “eighteen karat” 
gold.
 Most gold pieces are alloyed to make the 
metal harder and wear longer. Let us advise you 
on exquisite gifts crafted of gold, sure to be appre-
ciated for any occasion.

Join the WSVFD Ladies Auxiliary 
New Year’s Eve Extravaganza!!

White Stone Fire House

Cocktails 7:00 - 8:00
Dinner 8:00 - 9:00 • Dancing 9:00 - 1:00

Special Celebration at the Stroke of MIDNIGHT

Champagne Toast; Party Favors and Surprises!
Music by DJ • Dinner by Savannah Joe’s

Golden Beverages and Mixers Available
Designated Drivers provided FREE OF CHARGE

$50 couple • $30 Single
Tickets available from

Tammy at Savannah Joe’s
435-6000 or by

calling Melinda at 436-2774

Look who is a
Big Girl Now!

Happy
18th

Birthday
Head’s up Girls

Dr. and Mrs. M. Ste-
phen Kramer of Richmond 
announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Miss Ann 
Kamps Kramer, to Michael 
Caulk Taliaferro, the son of 
Mrs. Linda Wolk Taliaferro 
of Richmond and the late 
Wellons Caulk Taliaferro.

 Miss Kramer is the grand-
daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Kamps Kramer 
and the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Franklin Daniel Henderson, 
formerly of Irvington. 

She is a graduate of St. 
Catherine’s School and James 
Madison University. She is a 
graduate student at the Uni-
versity of Colorado at Denver 
pursuing a master’s in health 
administration.

The prospective groom 
is the grandson of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ryland 
Taliaferro, formerly of Tappa-
hannock, and Mrs. Alice Wolk 
Sherrod of Richmond and the 
late Alex Wolk. 

Bob and Mary Clayton 
Walker of Abingdon announce 
the marriage of their daughter, 
Jessica Ann, to Colin Daron 
Whitlow of White Stone Octo-
ber 18, 2008, at the Martha 
Washington Inn in Abingdon 
in a black and white evening 
wedding.

Colin is the son of Dave and 
Susan Whitlow of White Stone. 
He is  the grandson of B. Brai-
nard Edmonds Jr. and the late 
Martha Edmonds of Kilmar-
nock and Emma Jane Whitlow 

and the late Howard Whitlow 
of Silver Spring, Md.  

Colin and Jessica met at the 
University of Virginia and live 
in San Francisco where Colin 
works for Google and Jessica 
recently completed a master’s 
of fine arts. The couple is 
moving to Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, where Colin will con-
tinue his career with Google 
and Jessica will be a visiting 
Fulbright scholar at the Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Tech-
nology.

Ms. Jessica Ann Walker and Mr. Colin Daron Whitlow

Whitlow-Walker wedding held

Ann Kamps Kramer

Kramer-Taliaferro

n Baby caps
Community knitters are 

urged to continue to knit baby 
caps for the Family Maternity 
Center of the Northern Neck. 
Fnished caps may be left at the 
Lancaster Community Library 
in Kilmarnock or the Nor-
thumberland Public Library in 
Heathsville. 

Bag the caps and include 
name and telephone number.  
Mention Judi Caples to the 
library staffs. There may be a 
supply of yarn at each library.

n Beatles show
The Kilmarnock Volunteer 

Fire Department in associa-
tion with Fatt Catt Productions 
will present Come Together, a 
Tribute to the Beatles, at 8 p.m. 
January 17 at the Lancaster 
Middle School Theater in Kil-
marnock. Tickets are $20.  All 
seats are reserved.

Tickets are available in Kil-
marnock at Bank of Lancaster 
main branch at 100 South Main 
Street, Crowther Ford and Mer-
cury at 405 North Main Street, 
Noblett Appliance at 17 South 
Main Street and Hair Design 
Studio at 89 South Main Street. 
Call 435-6880, or email jan@
fcpsound.net.

n Cabaret
An After Christmas Cabaret 

will be held at Northumberland 
County Community Center at 
679 Browns Store Road, Friday, 
December 26, from 8 p.m. to 1 
a.m. for ages 25 and older.

There will be free set-ups 
and a raffle drawing. Tickets 
are $15 in advance and $7 at 
the door. For advance tickets, 
call 580-4664. The cabaret 
is sponsored by the NCCCO 
Helping Hand Club to benefit 
the NCCCO Inc.

n Computer club
The Northern Neck Com-

puter Users’ Group will meet 
Saturday,  December 20, at 
9:30 a.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury off 
Old Salem Road near Irving-
ton.    CD Hathaway, director 
of field services for Southern 
Electronics (Radio Shack)  will 
be the speaker. 

Following his presentation 
will be a Beginner’s Special 
Interest Group tutorial “How to 
organize your email” conducted 
by BJ McMillan.  For more 
information,  call McMillan at 
580-8666, or Chris Christensen 
at 438-4339.

n Dinner and dance
The White Stone Volunteer 

Fire Department Auxiliary will 
hold a New Year’s Eve dinner 
and dance at the firehouse. 
Cocktails will begin at 7 p.m. 
followed by dinner from Savan-
nah Joe’s and dancing until 1 
a.m.

The midnight celebration 
will include a champagne toast, 
party favors and surprises. Beer 
and mixers will be available for 
purchase with designated driv-
ers provided upon request and 
free of charge. Tickets are $30 
per person or $50 per couple. 
Purchase tickets at Savannah 
Joe’s, Anchor Pharmacy, from 
members of the auxiliary, or call 
Melinda George at 436-2774. 

n Lee Symposium
Stratford Hall Plantation 

will host a Robert E. Lee 
Symposium on Civil War His-
tory January 22 through 24. 
The symposium will explore 
the Civil War through primary 
documents, group discussions 
and lectures, as well as visit 
several battlefields.

Historians Peter Carmichael, 
Aaron Sheehan-Dean, and 
Elizabeth Brown Pryor will 
lead the group. Contact  assis-
tant director of education Laura 
Lawfer at 493-8038, ext. 1920 
with questions.

n Library lottery
Tickets are on sale for 

the Lancaster Community 
Library’s annual lottery. 
Some 600 tickets may be 
sold through January 9 at 
$100 each. The drawing will 
be held at the library January 
10 at 10:30 a.m.

Grand prize is $10,000; two 
first prizes of $2,500 each, 
three second prizes of $500 
each and five third prizes of 
$250 each. Purchase tick-
ets at the library Mondays 
through Saturday, or visit 
www.lancasterlibrary.org.

n Poe stamp
On Friday, January 16, the 

U.S. Postal Service will release 
its new Edgar Allen Poe stamp 
in honor of Poe’s 200th birth-
day. Because Richmond was 
at the center of Poe’s life, the 
Postal Service will hold a First 
Day of Issue Ceremony from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Library 
of Virginia at 800 East  Broad 
Street in Richmond.

The ceremony will be held 
by the Postal Service in part-
nership with the Poe Museum, 
Library of Virginia and St. 
John’s Church.

n Santa to visit
Fairfields Volunteer Fire 

Department last week announced 
Santa will visit Reedville fire-
house Saturday, December 20, 
at 1:30 p.m. He will be escorted 
down Main Street by fire vehi-
cles in his sleigh and will stop at 
the firehouse to receive visitors.

Light refreshments will be 
provided by the Ladies Auxil-
iary.

n Seeking assistance
The Lancaster County Sal-

vation Army seeks donations to 
assist needy families with food, 
clothing and toys. “Please give 
locally, so we can help locally,” 
said chairperson Dianna 
Carter.

Send donations to Lancaster 
County Salvation Army, 1229 
Weems Road, Weems, VA 
22576.

n The Nutcracker
The Northern Neck Youth 

Performing Arts Foundation 
will present The Nutcracker, a 
ballet in two acts, at the Lan-
caster Middle School Theater 
in Kilmarnock. Shows will 
begin at 7 p.m. January 23 and 
2 p.m. January 24. 

Advance tickets are $8 for 
adults, $7 for youth and $6 for 
children under age 5. An addi-
tional $2 per ticket at the door. 
For tickets, call 333-4277.

n Ty’s Friends
Ty’s Friends annual Christ-

mas party for physically and 
mentally disabled residents of 
the Middle Peninsula and the 
Northern Neck will be held at 
the Beacon in Topping Thurs-
day, December 18, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

n Bake sale
The Church of New Visions 

will hold a Christmas bake sale 
Saturday, December 20, at Tri-
Star Supermarket and at the 
Church of New Visions, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

He is a graduate  of The 
Collegiate School and Vir-
ginia Polytechnic and State 
University. He is a graduate 
student at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder pursuing 
a master’s in business admin-
istration.

A June wedding is planned.

Engagements
n Garden lights

The Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden GardenFest of Lights 
continues nightly through 
January 12 from 5 to 10 p.m. 
(except December 24, 25 and 
January 1). The show features 
more than a million lights 
throughout the garden. 

The Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden is at 1800 Lakeside 
Avenue in Richmond. For tick-
ets, fees and directions, call 
262-9887, or visit www.lewis-
ginter.org.

n Influential women
“A Creative Dynasty: 

Four Generations of Virginia 
Women” continues through 
January 17 at the Virginia His-
torical Society at 428 North 
Boulevard in Richmond. For 
directions, hours and admission 
information, call 358-4901, or 
visit vahistorical.org.

n Portraits
“Heads and Tales,” a rotat-

ing portrait exhibit, continues 
through April at the Virginia 
Historical Society at 428 North 
Boulevard in Richmond. For 
directions, hours and admission 
information, call 358-4901, or 
visit vahistorical.org.

Area Events

The 2009 Lancaster Commu-
nity Library Lottery will award 
$17,750 in prize money, includ-
ing a grand prize of $10,000.

Ricky Reynolds of Ottoman 
was the grand prize winner 
two years ago. He recently pur-
chased his ticket for the 2009 
lottery.

“I’m happy to support the 
local library and try my luck 
at winning a second time,” said 
Reynolds. “The library is such 
a great cause. A hundred bucks 
buys a lot of programs for kids 
and it might just buy the win-
ning number too. How can you 
go wrong. What’s good for the 
community might  just be good 
for me too, a second time.”

Five third prizes total-
ing $250 each, three second 
prizes of $500 each and 2 first 
prizes totaling $2,500 will be 
awarded.

Each ticket costs $100.  Tick-
ets can be share by up to 10 
people and ticket holders can 
designate a nonprofit organi-
zation to receive the winnings. 
Applications may be down-
loaded at lancasterlibrary.org, 
or email library@lancasterli-
brary.org, to receive an appli-
cation by email. Applications 
also are available at the library.

The lottery is a major fund-
raiser for the library and it 

provides a large portion of its 
annual operating budget, said 
director Lindy Gardner. The 
library is owned by the commu-
nity and therefore only receives 
about a third of its income from 
state and local government.

“Buying a lottery ticket can 
be a win-win,” said Gardner. 
“You could win prize money 
and  the library wins operating 
income.”

The drawing will be held 
January 10 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
library.

Lottery participants do not 
have to be present to win.

Past grand prize winner
buys 2009 lottery ticket

Ricky Reynolds

Give us all the details!
call 435-1701 • email editor@rrecord.com

deadline is Tuesday @ noon
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The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

Black Tuxedos in Stock!

Holly 
Ball 

Dec. 27

Formal Wear Rentals
Available at . . .

THE QUALITY CLOTHING STORE
FOR WOMEN AND MEN

Open Daily
9-5:30

Sat. 9-5
Main Street
Kilmarnock, Va.
435-1212 - 435-2350

Since 1973

Thursday-Saturday: 10-5
Sunday: 12-4

or by Chance or Appointment

Design Services by ReArrangements
Friday Afternoons

French Style & Vintage Charm
Furniture - Accessories - Gifts

Winter Hours
Thursday - Saturday 10-4

or by Chance or Appointment

The Mary Ball Washington 
Museum in Lancaster will hold 
a holiday open house on Satur-
day, December 20, from noon 
to 4 p.m. 

The family-friendly event 
will feature traditional holi-
day decorations in Lancaster 
House, an exhibit of old-fash-
ioned toys and Christmas nos-
talgia, shopping in the museum 
store for gifts and books, and 
refreshments of hot cider and 
delicious treats. 

 Admission to the open house 
is free and the whole family is 
welcome. A display of antique 
toys features nostalgic items 
from the late 1800s through 
the 1950s, including tin toys, 
dolls and dollhouses, pedal-
cars, miniature sets for girls 
and boys, old-fashioned Santas 
and ornaments, and a working 
model train display.  Items are 
on loan from the private col-
lections of Jack Ashburn of 
White Stone and Louise Jesse 
of Epping Forest Antiques in 
Lively. 

  A second area of the museum 
is set as a formal dining room 
showcasing antique furnish-
ings, portraits, and silver from 
the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum collection.  There also 
is a grand Christmas tree deco-
rated in the traditional Victo-
rian style with glass, paper, 

lace, ribbon and beads. 
 For visitors unable to attend 

the special Saturday open house, 
the exhibits can also be viewed 
December 18, 19, and 23 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and in January 

Louise Jesse and Jack Ashburn set up an antique train.

Museum open house Saturday
to showcase antique toy exhibit

Women of all ages are 
invited to join the Greater 
Richmond Chorus for an 
evening of music and fun at 
Guest Night at 7 p.m. January 
5 at the Forest Hill Presbyte-
rian Church at 4401 Forest 
Hill Avenue in Richmond.

The chorus will perform 
some of its favorite tunes and 
guests will be invited to sing 
along. For directions, or to 
arrange a ride, call 282-7464, 
or visit grcsings.com.

The 70-voice Greater Rich-
mond Chorus is four-time 
Champion of Sweet Adelines 

Catering 
by Karen

For all Occasions
804.435.9876

Region 14.
Under the direction of 

Roger Tarpy, the Greater 
Richmond Chorus performs 
four-part  a cappella arrange-
ments of a variety of styles of 
music, including show tunes, 
jazz, and traditional and con-

Sing in the new year

The State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) is seek-
ing additional comments 
on proposed service qual-
ity standards for local tele-
phone service in Virginia. 
After receiving comments 
on the original revisions, the 
commission requests addi-
tional input on specific per-
formance standards and on 
modifications that are under 
consideration.

The proposed rules address 
the minimum acceptable 
level of service quality 
expected from local phone 
service providers. The SCC 
is seeking comments on min-
imum standards to protect 
the public health and safety 
and to minimize economic 
effects of service interrup-
tions, particularly for busi-
ness customers.  

The SCC determined 
that, as a matter of law, “the 
General Assembly has not 
directed this commission to 
leave service quality stan-
dards for landline service 
from local exchange carriers 
solely to the marketplace.” 
It also found that it has the 
legal authority to promulgate 
minimum service quality 
standards.

A public hearing to con-
sider the revised proposed 
rules will be held March 10 
at 10 a.m. in the SCC’s court-
room on the second floor of 
the Tyler Building, 1300 East 
Main Street, in downtown 
Richmond. Any person wish-
ing to comment at the hear-
ing should arrive early and 
notify the SCC bailiff.

The SCC will webcast the 
audio portion of the hearing 
via the internet. Visit scc.vir-
ginia.gov/case.

Written comments must be 
submitted by February 5. All 
correspondence should be 
sent to the Clerk of the State 
Corporation Commission, 
Document Control Center, 
P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, 
VA 23218-2118, and refer 
to case number PUC-2008-
00047.

Persons desiring to submit 
comments electronically may 
do so at the above website.

Agriculture Deputy Under 
Secretary for Rural Devel-
opment Douglas Faulkner 
recently announced $230,000 
will be made available to 
develop pilot programs 
addressing the “heir property” 
issue, which has contributed to 
an ongoing, multi-generational 
trend of land loss by African-
American farmers.

A former Notice of Funds 
Availability (NOFA), signed 
by former Under Secretary 
Thomas Dorr as one of his 
last offi cial acts prior to leav-
ing USDA, was published in 
today’s Federal Register.

“This is an old problem, and 
we’re looking for construc-
tive new solutions,” Faulkner 
said. “These funds will help 
develop creative approaches 
to clarifying clouded titles and 
stabilizing ownership before 
it becomes necessary to, liter-
ally, ‘sell the farm.’ “

Because of a variety of fac-
tions in the post Civil War era, 
many African-American small 
farmers died intestate. In the 
absence of a will, property 
typically passed to multiple 
heirs with undivided interests 
(tenancy in common), leading 
over time to highly fraction-
ated ownership patterns.

Fractionated ownership 
inhibits borrowing, raises 
barriers to expansion and 
modernization, and leads to 

systematic underutilization 
of affected properties. Very 
often, these diffi culties prompt 
the sale of heir properties, as 
this is the easiest way for mul-
tiple descendants to cash out 
their interests. Consolidating 
title has therefore been identi-
fi ed as a key strategic goal by a 
number of African-American 
land loss organizations.

In January 2007, USDA 
Rural Development published 
an Advanced Notice of Pro-
posed Rulemaking which 
solicited comments on pos-
sible approaches. The pending 
announcement will invite pro-
posals from private non-profi t 
community-based organiza-
tions leading to the develop-
ment of concrete, measurable 
work plans to address the heir 
property issue.

“Several years ago, then 
Under Secretary Dorr iden-
tifi ed this as a priority for 
USDA and initiated a long-
term strategy to resolve the 
issue,” Faulkner said. “We are 
now moving forward with the 
next stage in that strategy, from 
research and analysis to imple-
mentation. This is an impor-
tant step toward untangling a 
knot of ownership issues that 
have been passed along for 
generations. The ultimate goal 
is to put affected farmers in 
a position to compete more 
effectively in the future.”

USDA announces 
heir property initiative

SCC seeks 
comments
on telephone 
service

Who were Belsnicklelers 
and Shanghai-ers?

 At least as early as the 
1850s, many German resi-
dents of the Valley of Virginia 
celebrated the Christmas 
season with the custom of 
“belsnickeling.”  

The tradition’s origins 
are murky, but the name 
comes from the Germans of 
the Palatinate region where 
Belznickel, or Saint Nicholas, 
brought small gifts for good 
children. 

In the Valley of Virginia, 
this evolved into bands of 
costumed adults wandering 
on foot or horseback from 
house to house during the 
day or night, making as much 
noise as humanly possible.  
Belsnickelers disguised them-
selves with improvised masks.  
The trick was for the residents 
to guess who was behind the 
costume. 

Customs varied from com-

temporary American songs, 
in the barbershop-style. 
Members have ranged in age 
from 14 to 70 and come from 
all over the greater Richmond 
area and beyond, including 
the Tidewater area and the 
Northern Neck.

after the holidays.  The museum 
will be closed December 24 
through January 1. 

The Mary Ball Washington 
Museum is on Route 3 in Lan-
caster.

munity to community, and 
the practice was not appreci-
ated among the Brethren, the 
Mennonites, and others who 
did not observe Christmas for 
religious reasons. 

Sometimes the Belsnickel-
ers unmasked after the guess-
ing, sometimes they were 
served spirits or food.  In 
some areas the practice was 
restricted to Christmas Eve; 
in others it went on for the 12 
days of Christmas. 

Belsnickeling, and a similar 
custom called Shanghai-ing 
which was practiced in Scots-
Irish communities south of 
Winchester, declined in the 
20th century and fi nally dis-
appeared after World War II.

 (Excerpted from Four Cen-
turies of Virginia Christmas, 
by Mary Miley Theobald and 
Libbey Hodges Oliver. Brought 
to you by Encyclopedia Vir-
ginia at the Virginia Founda-
tion for the Humanities)

Virginia Viginette

THE RECORD
ONLINE

www.rrecord.com
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Lancaster Players  

Auditions for “Plaza Suite”
By Neil Simon

January 5 &6 @ 7:00 pm
The Playhouse in White Stone

Roles
5 women and 7 men

Performance Dates - February 5-7 & 12-15
Directed by Rebecca Tebbs Nunn

No previous experience, appointment or audition 
prep needed. If you have questions, contact Becky 

Nunn at 435-3704 or peebekka@aol.com

Visit lancasterplayers.org

36 n. main street
804.436.1010 for reservations  • walk-ins welcome

www.SwanksOnMain.com • Swanks will be closed Dec. 24th & 25th

Braised Pork Belly
black eyed peas, cracked pepper-maple glaze 

10

Come join us for a special New Year’s Eve Menu 

Roasted Beets
apple, arugula, goat cheese truffles, sherry 

vinaigrette 9

Lobster Ravioli
orange-sambucca braised fennel 12

Seared Foie Gras
mini apple-quince tart tatin, pear gastrique 12

Grilled Filet Mignon
acorn squash, mashed potatoes, creamy sweet 

onion-gorgonzola ragout, garlicky pumpkin seeds 36

Duck Breast
sweet potato, pulled roasted duck leg, 
cranberries, pistachio, winter greens 28

Grilled Venison NY Strip
wild rice cake, espresso crust, 
blueberry reduction sauce 36

                                  . . . and more!

Dinner served until 10pm • Bar open late! 

featuring special items such as . . .

––– Irvington, Virginia –––

Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

Monday thru Saturday  • 10:00 to 5:00 • 438-5194

THE DANDELION

For wonderful 
gifts, 

one-of-a-kind 
service 

and free
gift wrapping 

too!

‘Tis the Season!

the semi-annual sale continues...
Thank you 

for shopping locally!

The Rappahannock General  
Legacy Website

Without a sound fi nancial strateg y, an unnecessary amount of  your assets 
may go to the State and Federal government in taxes. Your remaining as-
sets may go to people other than those you  prefer to benefi t. You may  be 
missing out on important data that could not only help you save on taxes, 
but also increase your current income.
 
Your  fi nancial future requires pertinent, easily understood information,  
especially in these uncertain times. Visit the new Rappahannock General 
Hospital Foundation website, and fi nd the fi nancial and estate planning 
tools you need to create the program that is right for you and your loved 
ones.
 
We maintain this up-to-date fi nancial and gift-planning website to help you 
create a legacy that will last far beyond your lifetime. Please visit :

www.rghlegacy.org

Website contents include:

•  Financial Updates
            Stock
            Bonds
            Interest rates
•  Tax Law Changes
•  Planning Presentations
•  Timely, Informative   
     Articles
•  Savvy Senior Columns
•  Gift Stories
•  Washington Updates

Convalescent Care, Skilled Care 
and Rehabilitative Care. 

You’re in the hands of people you know.

Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center combines excellence 
and ambiance to create a warm, home-like environment for your family 
and friends, right here at home.

Many of our residents enter for Skilled Care, a designation for those joining 
us directly from the hospital who still need a higher level of nursing, 
rehabilitative or medical attention on a 24-hour basis. In fact, Medicare 
or other insurance carriers may provide up to 100 days of Skilled Care or 
rehabilitative care per benefit period for those who meet the medical 
requirements.

If rehabilitative therapy is required, our team of physical, occupational and 
speech therapists will do their very best to help you achieve your highest 
possible level of functioning, with the goal of your returning home. 

Remember, if at any time you or your loved one may need our services, 
we’re right here. Call our Administrator, Sharon Robins, at 804-435-1684.

Lancashire Convalescent 
and Rehabilitation Center

287 School Street 
Kilmarnock,VA 22482

In the care of people you know.

www.vahs.com

21536_LCRC_SkilledCare_Ad.indd   1 9/26/07   1:02:08 PM

The tradition of having a 
fresh-cut Christmas tree lives 
on for many Virginia families. 
All that’s changed is the type 
of tree.

Instead of a traditional pine, 
fir or spruce, some consum-
ers are switching to Leyland 
cypresses for their durability 
and to avoid allergy problems.

“For one thing, they’re very 
fast growing, so they’re good 
for us, the growers,” said Mary 
Apperson, co-owner of Mill 
Farm Christmas Trees. “We can 
get a product to market sooner 
than some of the spruces or firs. 
But Leyland cypress trees are 
also hypo-allergic if you have 
an allergy to pine or spruce or 
fir trees. They don’t drop any 
needles, and they don’t have 
the odor. It’s a very clean tree.”

A Leyland cypress tree can 
grow to market size in four 
years, compared to seven to 10 
years for a pine tree, Apperson 
said.

Leland cypresses stay fresh 
and green for weeks after 
being cut, as long as they ‘re 
watered regularly. Apperson 
and her husband, Bill, hand 
weed their Leyland cypress 
trees to reduce pesticide use. 
She said most customers 
who buy them don’t miss the 
familiar Christmas tree fra-
grance.

It just wouldn’t seem like 
the holidays without the dra-
matic color of poinsettias.

What most people don’t 
know is that the plant’s main 
attraction is not its flowers, 
but its vividly colored leaves. 
The flowers of the plant are 
the yellow clustered buds in 
the center.

Despite the mix-up, the 
poinsettia is one of the most 
popular flowering plants in 
the nation. There are more 
than 60 million sold every 
year, and the poinsettia 
accounts for one-third of all 

flowering potted plant sales. 
That’s $237 million out of 
a total of $781 million in 
sales, and poinsettias are 
grown commercially in all 50 
states.

According to a Virginia 
florist and grower, a Virginia 
poinsettia likes the same 
conditions many people like 
at this time of year.

“You need to make sure 
that your plant doesn’t sit in 
a draft and is kept in a warm 
environment,” said Sunny 
Wright, a grower at Strange’s 
Nursery in Richmond. The 

Today’s kids have scores of 
technological games and gad-
gets from which to choose for 
their holiday wish list. How 
much do they differ from the 
toys children requested just 10 
to 20 years ago?

Here’s a look at some of the 
popular toys of the 1980s and 
1990s.

1980s
If you were a kid growing up 

during the age of excess, you 
were a part of the mass hysteria 
explosion for new toys. Most 
memorable during the ‘80s was 
the shortage of Cabbage Patch 
Dolls that coincided with Christ-
mas shopping season. This led to 
fights at area stores and bidding 
wars over the dolls.

Boys in the ‘80s were enthralled 
by the action figure craze sparked 
by favorite cartoon characters. 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, 
He-Man and Transformers were 
just some of the action figures 
played with primarily by boys. 
However, girls enjoyed spin-off 
series, such as She-Ra and the 
co-ed Thundercats and subse-
quent action figures.

In terms of dolls, apart from 
Cabbage Patch Dolls, kids could 
choose among Rainbow Brite 
and her cohorts, Popples, Care 
Bears and many others.

For those looking for video 
game action, the introduction of 
Nintendo in the late ‘80s created 
mass appeal and totally eclipsed 
earlier efforts by Atari.

1990s
Advancing technology in 

the ‘90s and improved market-
ing campaigns turned every 
toy into that “must-have toy.” 
There are a few toys that stand 
out from this decade that kids 
were eager to own.

Rollerblades were one of the 
big trends of the era. It was no 
longer cool to roller skate on 
four wheels. Rollerblades took 
over, enticing children and 
adults alike. Today in-line skat-
ing continues in popularity.

Younger children had to have 
Tickle Me Elmo, which sold 
out in stores almost as fast as 
Cabbage Patch Dolls from a 
decade earlier. Children today 
still enjoy other animated Elmo 
reincarnations.

Another toy craze that hit 
the 1990s were Beanie Babies. 
These bean-filled collec-
tor’s items soon became very 
expensive and their appeal 
died off.

Furby was a computerized 
creature that actually “learned.” 
It would acquire words and 
phrases if you bestowed atten-
tion on the toy. Furbys required 
a lot of attention, feeding and 
sleep —just like a person. 
This could be why their appeal 
quickly wore off after the first 
few years.

In terms of outdoor action, 
summertime fun was forever 
changed by the Super Soaker, 
which was more powerful than 
any water gun before it. 

Remember yesterday’s  
toys you had to have?Grower offers tips for poinsettia care

company produces 25,000 
poinsettias each year.

“You must make sure it 
is kept moist; otherwise, it 
will quickly begin to lose it 
leaves,” Wright said. “It isn’t 
a very hearty plant, so once 
that begins, it is hard for it to 
recover.”

One mistake many make 
with their poinsettias is not 
giving them adequate water 
drainage. “Most of these 
plants come with a foil cover 
on the pot,” Wright said. “Cut 
a hole in the bottom of the 
foil, and let the water drain 

out. If you don’t, it will rot 
the root of the plant.

Red is the most popular 
poinsettia color, accounting 
for roughly three-quarters of 
all sales nationwide, followed 
by white and pink. Poinsettias 
also are available in salmon, 
apricot, yellow and cream, as 
well as speckled or marbled 
varieties like “Jingle Bells” 
and “Candy Cane.”

The poinsettia is native to 
southern Mexico and blooms 
in December. It has been 
used in that country to deco-
rate churches for centuries.

Everyone looks forward to 
this time of  year—including 
burglars. With many people 
away, visiting friends or just 
out of the house shopping, 
there are many good pros-
pects for break-ins. Experts 
agree that it is a very vulner-
able time for homeowners.

“People are busy and dis-
tracted,” said Ray Palermo, 
director of public relations 
for Response Insurance. “As 
they race out the door, they 
are not thinking about what 
they leave behind.”

He offered a few precau-
tions to help prevent hom-
eowners from falling victim 
to thieves during this time of 
year:

• Examine the exterior 
of the house. Make sure all 
locked doors and windows 
have a tight f it when closed. 
Check to see if there is any 
“wiggle room” that could 
give a thief enough space to 
jimmy it open. Walk around 
the whole property to ensure 
there is nothing that can be 
used to climb to upper floors. 
Look in the windows to make 
sure blinds are positioned to 
screen the interior view, but 
not closed completely. Con-
sider moving any computers 
and TVs away from prying 
eyes. Never leave an “emer-
gency” key hidden outside 
the house.

• Always leave the home 
in a secure state, regardless 
of the amount of time to be 
be away. A burglar watching 
the house is capable of taking 
what he wants in a few care-
fully planned moments.

• When away from the 
house, particularly for an 
extended period, be sure to 
make it look lived in. Put 
timers on a few lights at 
varied times; put a timer on a 
radio set to talk-radio station; 
install a dusk/dawn outside 
light or motion detector; ask 
a neighbor to pick up mail 
and any circulars that might 
pile up on the doorstep; and 
stop delivery of newspapers 
or other mail.

• In many instances, install-
ing a home alarm system will 

give protection, a sense of 
calm and even a discount on 
homeowner’s insurance.

• Inventory major pos-
sessions. An easy way is to 
place valuables out on tables 
and videotape the house, 
room-to-room of all furni-
ture, paintings and other pos-
sessions. Place the list, any 
photos/video you took, and 
perhaps the valuables them-
selves, in a safe, separate 
location.

• Be sure the homeowner’s 
insurance coverage reflects 
any improvements or pur-
chases that have increased 
the value of the home or its 
contents.

More homeowner tips are 
available at response.com/
safety.

Tips to prevent home burglaries at the holidaysDemand for 
cypress grows
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Wrap up your holiday 
shopping at 

    20% off 
    Storewide

Lovely Uptown Lively • 462-6260 • Tuesday - Saturday 11 - 5

30% off Christmas Decor

Friday thru Sunday 12-5 
804-4-580-4944

www.athenavineyards.com

Athena’s Holiday Gift
Cabernet Sauvignon

2006 Virginia

Voted Virginia’s Favorite Winery 2008
Through the Virginia Farm Winery Council

Jessie Dupont Highway
Route 200

Just south of Glebe Point

We would like to thank all our 
customers for their votes 

and support.

STYLISH EYES
will close for Christmas at noon 

on December 24 
and will reopen January 2.

INVENTORY SALE DEC. 18TH-24TH

INVENTORY SALE DEC. 18TH-24TH

From all of us at

HUBBARD INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.
Providing Personal & Commercial Insurance lines 

for our neighbors since 1928
30 North Main Street, Kilmarnock

804-435-1144

Our hearts are filled with gratitude as
we wish you and yours a Happy Holiday and a 

New Year filled with peace, joy & success!

Thank you for your support this past year.
We hope to see you again soon!

Mark 
Clark

Cruger 
Ragland 

Jr
Carole 
Shelton

Christine
Caudle

Shannon
Dooley

Holiday Greetings!

Chesapeake Commons Shopping Center

PEEBLES HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS
Always the Perfect Present and for

Over 80 Years, Always the Store You Can Trust!
Give the merriest gifts of all...our holiday gift cards let them choose!

Available in denominations of $5-$1000. Redeemable at over 735 Peebles,
Bealls (TX), Palais Royal and Stage stores nationwide. *Terms and conditions apply.

OUR FESTIVE GIFT CARD HOLDERS...JUST 1.99 EACH
with any gift card purchase.

IN ALL STORES, AT WWW.PEEBLES.COM OR 1-800-743-8730

*

81233905.Z   12/19/08    PB GIFT CARDS 12/19 ROP   3 Col x 10"   B&W ROP   MN   2 PEEBLES; 3 PEEBLES
M.Rocher / L.Grant / J.Schwalen-Lee

81233905.Z  12/11/08  12:50 PM  Page 1

It’s no secret Virginians—
and others—like to celebrate 
the holidays with famous Vir-
ginia ham.

“You don’t have a party in 
the South without Virginia ham 
biscuits,” said Monette Harrell, 
co-author of “The Ham Book: 
A Comprehensive Guide to 
Ham Cookery.”

Virginia ham is one of the 
state’s most prized agricultural 
commodities and has been 
shipped around the world. John 
Parker, executive director of 
the Virginia Pork Commission, 
said one of the few things he 
could read on an otherwise-
Portuguese menu during a trip 
to Brazil was “Virginia ham.”

The distinctive ham was 
one of the first farm products 
exported from North America, 
according to a Virginia Coop-
erative Extension report.

But why are Virginia hams 
special? They’re “unique, and 
they have a flavor different from 
anything else,” Harrell said.

Eddie Allen, operations 
manager for Edwards of Surry, 
Virginia, has overseen the 
curing of more than 40,000 
hams this year. Virginia hams’ 
distinctive taste comes from 
salt and the curing process, he 
explained. Hams spend time in 
a salt cooler, then are hung in 
a curing room for a couple of 
weeks while the salt spreads 
throughout the meat. Once 
hams are cured, they’re hung in 
a smokehouse and later stored 
in an aging room.

The method of curing Vir-
ginia hams originated with the 
Jamestown settlers. Pigs were 
brought to the colony from 
England for food, and they 
became plentiful, according to 
Monette and Robert Harrell’s 
book.

Settlers saw Indians smoking 
venison over a fire and learned 
that the smoke preserved the 
meat for winter use and pro-
tected it from insects. The meat 
had first been rubbed with salt.

For holiday celebrations, 
keep in mind that, although 
Virginia ham is a meat, it 
should be served as an accom-
paniment to the main dish or 

as an ingredient in an appe-
tizer, Monette Harrell said. She 
added that it should be sliced 
extremely thin.

Extension experts recom-
mend a four-step process for 
cooking Virginia hams. First, 
wash the ham with a stiff brush 
to remove excess salt. Then 
place the ham in a large con-

tainer, cover it with cold water 
and allow it to stand at least 12 
hours. Next, remove the ham 
from the water, and place it 
skin-side up in a deep kettle; 
cover it with cold water. With 
the kettle covered, heat the 
water to a boil, reduce the tem-
perature and simmer for 20 to 
25 minutes per pound.

Give family members, 
loved ones and special 
friends gifts that give back to 
the earth this holiday season 
with the help of the Arbor 
Day Foundation.

Give-A-Tree Cards are the 
perfect way to send holiday 
greetings and plant trees in 
America’s national forests. 

Virginia ham is a holiday mainstay

Give-A-Tree Cards are a line of 
greeting cards that help replant 
national forests all throughout 
America which have been dev-
astated by wildfires, insects and 
disease.

The cards come in 23 variet-
ies, some of which are available 
in boxed sets of 5 or 10 cards.

Every Give-A-Tree Card 

plants a tree in honor of the 
recipient. This is a gift that 
will be enjoyed by future 
generations.

Honor loved ones with 
Trees in Celebration from the 
Arbor Day Foundation. Trees 
in Celebration honor loved 
ones while caring about the 
environment and planting 

trees in America’s forests. 
Trees in Celebration include 
a certif icate for the recipient, 
and for each dollar donated, a 
tree is planted in a forest that 
has been damaged by fire, 
insects and disease.

Arbor Day Specialty 
Coffee makes a gift that helps 
preserve the earth’s precious 
rain forests. Arbor Day Spe-
cialty Coffee is shade-grown, 
organic and Fair Trade Cer-

tif ied. It gets its delicious, 
rich taste from the shade of 
the rain forest, and is part of 
the Foundation’s Rain Forest 
Rescue program. Each cup of 
Arbor Day Specialty Coffee 
helps preserve a portion of 
the rain forest.

Give special friends a 
membership to the Arbor Day 
Foundation, and they will 
also receive 10 free trees. A 
membership costs $10, and 

Holiday gifts that make a difference
includes many great benefits, 
including 10 free trees that 
will be shipped at the right 
time of year for planting.

“This holiday season, give 
gifts that will have a positive 
impact on the earth for gen-
erations to come,” said John 
Rosenow, chief executive of 
the Arbor Day Foundation.

To purchase holiday gifts 
that give back to the earth, go 
to www.arborday.org.



A10  •  Rappahannock Record  •  Kilmarnock, VA   •   December 18, 2008

SOUTHERN
STATES

Farm & Home Supply, LLC
Seeds • Feeds • Fertilizers • Farm, Garden, & Lawn Supplies

469 N. Main St., PO Box 249, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177
M-F: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm, Sat: 7:30 pm - 5 pm

SOUTHERN
STATES

Decorative Flags

15% OFF
unless already sale priced

Saturday only
Samples of

McCutcheons Jellies & JamsMcCutcheons Jellies & Jams

Register for

$100
Farm & Home

Gift Certifi cates

Now through
Wednesday, December 24th!

Black Oil
Sunfl ower seeds

$9.99

All Plants In
green house
25% OFF

Select
Humming Bird
& Bird Feeders 

On SALE!

Breyer
Horse Selection
& Accessories

10% OFF

Merry Christmas from Farm & Home Supply!

20# Nyger
Bird seeds
$26.99

Celebrate New Year’s Eve  
at the Beacon

December 31, 8:30 p.m. – 1 a.m.
Music by Young Country Band

Hors d’oeuvres, hats, favors,  
Champagne & breakfast at midnight

$70 per couple or $110 with a room

Make your reservations now!

Pilot House

2737 Greys Point Road • State Rt. 3 • Topping
(804) 758-2262

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

We look forward to your next visit.

Gary, Bonnie and your friends  

at the Pilot House

10% OFF Through December 24
J&W Seafood

R. 33 • Delaville • 776-9740

F A R M 
White Stone, Virginia  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

349 Chesapeake Drive                    804.436-0100         emily@FARMInTown.com 

Monday - Saturday 10-6                       Sunday 12 - 5 

This chic party dress by Splendid is made with the softest, 
most luxurious fabric. One of the many premier labels  
featured at FARM that express an edgy, yet feminine point 
of view. Come by and experience a fashion lifestyle that  
exudes comfort, confidence and a sense of being unique.  

Now...
See your

classified ad
on the

internet!

Place your ad in the Northern
Neck Marketplace classifieds
and it can be seen around the
world on our internet site at:

rrecord.com

Call, fax, e-mail your ad or
bring it in personally.

Rappahannock
Record

435-1701 • 1-800-435-1701
E-mail: mail@rrecord.com

Fax: 435-2632
P.O. Box 400 •  27 N. Main

Kilmarnock

For many colonial Virgin-
ians, the Christmas season 
represented a time of cel-
ebration.

Colonial Virginians 
observed the Feast of the 
Nativity as a holy day, an 
important religious occa-
sion and a major event in the 
Anglican church calendar. 
Many colonists spent the day 
quietly in their homes and 
at the parish church, where 
attendance for Christmas 
morning communion was 
expected. 

From Christmas Day 
through Epiphany — which 
began January 6 — gentry 
houses filled with visitors. 
Neighbors, friends and kins-
men gathered for parties, 
dances and fox hunts. Home 
entertaining emphasized 
feasting as varied and plen-
tiful as pocketbooks would 
allow.

Virginians continued the 
traditional holiday foods 
from England — roast beef 
and goose, plum pudding and 
mincemeat pies — and the 
New World contributed addi-
tional delicacies. Native wild 
turkeys, ducks and venison 
became important items on 
yuletide tables, with a Virginia 
ham claiming a place at the 
center. Local waters yielded 
a variety of fish and shellfish 
for the holiday feasts.

In wealthy households, 
dinner offerings were sur-
passed only by the variety 
and quantity of beverages, 
with imported wines like 
sherry, Madeira and clarets 
among the favorites with 
meals. Punch made with rum 
or arrack, rum flip and other 
mixed spirits made frequent 
appearances. French brandy 
and locally brewed beer, ale, 

Colonial Virginia celebrated 
Christmas in different ways

peach brandy and cider were 
immensely popular through-
out the period. Eggnog did 
not become a seasonal favor-
ite until the very end of the 
century.

These gentry celebrations 
required considerable labor 
to accomplish—labor sup-
plied by the hands of domes-
tic slaves and indentured 
servants, although many 
plantation owners provided 
several days of rest to their 
f ield hands during a season 
when agricultural work was 
less labor-intensive.

Household slaves and ser-
vants might receive time off 
at a later date in return for 
their work during the holiday 
season. The middle class and 
the poor probably displayed 
fewer outward signs of the 
season, but everyone tried to 
have special food and bev-
erages to serve at this time. 
While working people could 
not celebrate for days on end, 
stores and shops were closed 
at least for Christmas Day. 

Virginia woods abound 
with holly, cedar, live oak, 
mistletoe, ivy, bay and other 
plants for holiday decorat-
ing. With greenery all around 
them, Virginians most likely 
followed English custom 
by decking their homes and 
churches with evergreens, 
but sources from the period 
offer no description. Colo-
nial Williamsburg’s Historic 
Area decorations are adapta-
tions in the colonial style. 

Besides feasting and a 
few greens, there were few 
seasonal customs during the 
18th century. The Yule log is 
not mentioned in any colonial 
records located thus far, but 
Virginians had at least one 
distinctive way of celebrat-

ing. Colonial boys followed 
the custom of “shooting in 
the Christmas” or firing 
their guns on Christmas Eve 
and morning. This practice 
extended into the 20th cen-
tury and survives today as 
Christmas fireworks. 

The Christmas tree did not 
come to Williamsburg until 
1842, when Charles Minni-
gerode, classics professor at 
the College of William and 
Mary and a political exile 
from Germany, trimmed a 
tree in the German tradition 
with candles and fancy paper 
decorations for the children 
at the St. George Tucker 
House.

There are earlier instances 
of Christmas trees elsewhere 
in the Atlantic states, though 
none date from before 1800.  
Like the Christmas tree, most 
of the modern favorite holi-
day practices had their ori-
gins in the 19th century. 

Christmas cards were 
unknown in colonial Virginia, 
though good wishes for the 
season often were extended 
in letters. Gift giving was not 
widespread and was done in an 
established hierarchy (parent 
to child, master to apprentice, 
or owner to slave or servant) 
but not vice versa.

 Children, the poor and 
slaves might receive some 
small luxury like a book, 
sweets, gloves or a few coins. 
New Year’s Day appeared just 
as likely a date for bestowing 
of presents as Christmas Day. 
The following verse from The 
Virginia Almanack published 
by Joseph Royle in 1765 cap-
tures the festive spirit of a 
colonial Christmas: “Christ-
mas is come, hang on the 
pot, Let spits turn round and 
ovens be hot.” 
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435.3812/435.3014 Rt. 3 in White Stone 

Country Cottage

Bonner Florist

Homemade Fudge
Made daily, many flavors!

Cinnamon Glazed Nuts, yum!
Will Ship Anywhere!

Wreaths

Holiday Plants & Arrangements

The Upper Deck 
   Crab & Rib House
Home of the “All You Can Eat”

*Seafood, Steak, Ribs & More!*

10% Off ANY MEAL
* Must present coupon * 1 coupon per person

* Offer Valid through 3/31/09

Open:
Thurs. 4pm-8pm • Fri. 5pm-10pm
Sat. 12pm-10pm • Sun. 11am-5pm
Mollusk, VA l 462-7400

Xtreme Power Sports

December
Accessories can be purchased at 

DEALER cost after purchase of unit!

564 N. Main St. • Kilmarnock
 804-435-7660

Gift Certificates
Deep Tissue Massage

Relaxation Massage
Massage Therapy

Foot Bath Detoxification
Hot Stone Massage

Gift Certificates

A Tyme 4 Me Massage

436-6555436-6555
Stephanie L. Reeves, CMT

$10 Off
First Visit

511 S. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Clip this coupon for 
20% off 

your film processing, digital prints 
or Christmas card prints.

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas 
and lots of good cheer in 2009! Thanks to all of our 

customers for the support, encouragement and laughs!

804.436.0200
PictureMe99@Verizon.net

10% to 15% OFF
On Select Items
We provide service for all 

occasions. Anniversary, Church Choir, 
Wedding & Formal Attire, First Lady’s Apparel, 

Jewelry & Special Accessories.
804-577-7709

8585 Mary Ball Road               

ensational
adies &    ents

pparel
S

G 
A

L

Get Ready For The Holidays . . .
Pamper Yourself with a Facial !

Holiday  Facial Specials
Full Facial • 1 Hour • $55

Includes: Cleansing, Exfoliation, Steaming, Extractions, Mask, 
Toning, Moisturizing and Arm, Hand & Foot Massage.

Mini Facial • 1/2 Hour • $30
Waxing & Gift Certificates Available

Nikki Henderson, Licensed Aesthetician
Appointments 804.339.2633

Save $100.00
On Air Duct Clearing

(minimums apply)
Kings Cleaning Services

1-800-828-4398
Other Services Available

Carpet, Furniture, Tile & Grout Cleaning
Oriental Rug Care

Smoke & Water Damage Restoration
Free Mold Inspection

Offer Expires 12/31/08

SHOP LOCAL & SAVE

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

Fine Things
At the light in Callao

Bring this Ad in for

10%off Storewide
Let us help you with your 

Holiday Shopping!

Antiques, Books, Gifts, Furniture
Handpainted Glassware, Hand Carved Birds
Civil War & Historical Prints & Documents

804-529-5478
25 Sandy Street & Rt. 360          Callao, Virginia

Check out more
local holiday deals at . . .

at 
www.rrecord.com

Jean’s Bargain Center

When shopping this Holiday Season...
Where you can always find

Great Selection & Savings Galore!
Mon., Thurs. & Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 9-5 

Rt. 360 between Heathsville & Burgess • 804-580-2850

Remember

Burgess House, Inc.
20%off 

Christmas Wreaths
Decorations and Santas!
10%off Ladies Fashion 

Jewelry
Old, New and In-between

Furniture, Gifts, Jewelry and Home Decor.
Mon. thru Sat.  10:30-5

Burgess, Virginia  •  804-453-5900

51 N. Main St.  •  P.O. Box 1567  •  Kilmarnock, VA             
804 435.0101 Fax: 804 435.0102 (Public Parking Across the street)

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for the New Year!
Thank you for your continued patronage and support during 

the year. We are looking forward to serving you in the New Year. 
Paul & Kathryn Poyant

Open daily: Mon- Fri. 9-5 Sat. 9-1

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

One-of-a- Kind Gifts

Start your spring 
early by shopping at

Sports Centre for 2009
Baseball and Softball

Equipment

SPORTS
C E N T R E

Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA • 435-1211

The Doll House
50 S. Main St. Kilmarnock • (804) 436-9033

Mon. - Sat. 10 am-5 pm

Come in and have a cup 

of hot chocolate and . . .

Check out the sales 

throughout the store!

Christmas SaleThe Sewing Box
In Kilmarnock’s Courtyard 
at Chesapeake Commons

804.435.8970 

Handcrafted Gifts, Stocking Stuffers, 
Decorating Materials

25% off Sale • December 18 - December 24
Select Patterns & Project Books

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 - 5:30 
Saturday 10-3

Beginner’s Sewing Lessons Available in January!!

Good Selection • Great Prices
Bring This Ad In For

15% off Storewide
Dec. 18 thru 24

(Excluding Feed, Mulch & Watermen Supplies)

5005 Cople Hwy., Mt. Holly, Virginia

Murphy Seed Service, Inc.

804-472-2755

Lang Calendars, soy candles, flags, rugs, 
lanterns, napkins, birdfeeders, christmas 

cards, candy and much more!

We’ve Got Christmas Covered!
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^12/23^

Low 2:15 0.0’
High 8:34 1.4’
Low 3:14 0.1’
High 8:49 1.1’

^12/24^

Low 3:03 0.0’
High 9:21 1.5’
Low 4:01 0.1’
High 9:34 1.1’

^12/25^

Low 3:49 0.0’
High 10:05 1.5’
Low 4:43 0.1’
High 10:16 1.1’

^12/26^

Low 4:32 0.0’
High 10:46 1.5’
Low 5:24 0.0’
High 10:56 1.2’

^12/23^

Moonrise 4:01
Sunrise 7:18
Moonset 1:49
Sunset 4:52

^12/24^

Moonrise 5:01
Sunrise 7:19
Moonset 2:28
Sunset 4:52

^12/25^

Moonrise 5:58
Sunrise 7:19
Moonset 3:13
Sunset 4:53

^12/26^

Moonrise 6:51
Sunrise 7:19
Moonset 4:04
Sunset 4:54

Tue 12/23

z
Wed 12/24

{
Thu 12/25

|
Fri 12/26

}

^12/19^

High 4:48 1.4’
Low 11:19 0.1’
High 5:10 1.3’
Low 11:40 0.0’

^12/20^

High 5:48 1.4’
Low 12:23 0.1’
High 6:08 1.2’

^12/21^

Low 12:33 0.0’
High 6:47 1.4’
Low 1:25 0.1’
High 7:05 1.1’

^12/22^

Low 1:25 0.0’
High 7:42 1.4’
Low 2:22 0.1’
High 7:59 1.1’

^12/19^

Sunrise 7:16
Moonset 11:56
Sunset 4:50

^12/20^

Moonrise 12:56
Sunrise 7:17
Moonset 12:21
Sunset 4:50

^12/21^

Moonrise 1:58
Sunrise 7:17
Moonset 12:47
Sunset 4:51

^12/22^

Moonrise 2:59
Sunrise 7:18
Moonset 1:16
Sunset 4:51

✵  RAPPAHANNOCK ALMANAC ✵

Fri 12/19

3rd Q. - 5:30 V
Sat 12/20

w
Sun 12/21

x
Mon 12/22

y
PM times are in boldface type.

Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© Panbo 2008 (tides@panbo.com)

Proof (delivered as .pdf file) Printed: 8/9/2008 Page:  36

White Stone/Grey’s Point Tides, Sun, & Moon – December, 2008

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

Solstice 7:03

1686 Waverly Ave. Kilmarnock, VA

Visit us at: www.chesapeakeboatbasin.com
Toll Free 877-482-4287- Local 804-435-3110

www.rrecord.com
Your online avenue for local news

The Record Online
Serving the Northern Neck

SportsA12

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
The varsity Lady Devils 

picked up a couple of wins 
over Tidewater District’s 
Middlesex and Mathews last 
week to improve to 3-2 over-
all. 

Lancaster edged the Blue 
Devils, 43-41, Monday night 
to avenge a season opening 
loss. 

“Mathews was 5-0 and it 
was a tough game,” said LHS 
coach Webb-Fary. “This week 
we’ve got West Point, which 
is coming in 6-0. So we’re 
playing good teams and I’m 
glad about that.”

Andrea White scored 21 
points to lead all scorers 
against Mathews. She put up 

14 of those in the first half, 
which ended in a 21-21 lock. 

The Blue Devils outscored 
Lancaster by one in an evenly 
paced third to take a 33-32 
lead in the final quarter when 
Lancaster managed an 11-8 
run for the win.

Takeia Jones scored five 
of the Red Devils’ 11 in the 
final quarter. She drilled two 
three-pointers in the second 
half and finished with 12 
points. 

Sharese Jarvis scored 14 
points and Brianna Miales 
chipped in 11 for Mathews. 

Lancaster 57
Middlesex 45

White scored 12 points in 

the middle quarters and fin-
ished with 20 as Lancaster 
beat Middlesex, 57-45, last 
Wednesday. 

The Devils jumped ahead 
quick, going up 23-8 in the 
first quarter and riding that to 
a 35-21 halftime lead. 

Jones also posted double 
digits for LHS with 14 points 
and Tyesha Harvey scored 9. 

Kiersten Bayla led the 
Chargers with 13. 
Mathews........13    8   12   8 — 41
Lancaster.........8   14  11  11 — 43
Mathews — McLaughlin 5, Miales 
11, Hudgins 3, Jarvis 14, Scribe 
2, Collins 6. Three-point goals: 
Miales 2, McLaughlin.
Lancaster — White 21, T. Jones 
12, Crockett 0, Harvey 4, Moody 
1, D. Jones 2, Ransome 3. Three-
point goals: T. Jones 2, White. 

Lady Red Devils
tally two victories

The JV Red Devils picked 
up a pair of non-district wins 
over West Point and Colo-
nial Beach last week with 
Michael Coleman and Bran-
don Morris leading the way. 

Coleman scored 14 points 
and Morris 12 in 59-27 win 
over Colonial Beach last 
Tuesday. 

The Devils got scoring 
from eight of their nine play-
ers in the game. Aaron Man-

ning contributed 11 points. 
Lancaster opened up a 

seven-point lead with a 13-2 
run in the third quarter. 

Lancaster 49
West Point 31

The Devils also got by Tid-
water’s West Point, 49-31, 
on December 5. Coleman 
and Morris put up 11 points 
each to lead seven scorers 
for Lancaster, which secured 

the win with a 16-2 fourth-
quarter. 

Col. Beach......10   8    2    7 — 27
Lancaster........11  14  15  21 — 59

Colonial Beach — Dickerson 0, 
J. Sanford 0, T. Jackson 4, M. 
Jackson 4, Robey 4, B. Sanford 0, 
Ruczynski 6, Irvine 0, Gonzalez 4, 
Turner 0, Seaman 3, Pitiuips 2. 
Lancaster — Shephard 9, Cole-
man 14, Morris 12, McCray 0, 
Manning 11, Davis 3, D. Moore 2, 
K. Moore 3, Laws 3. Three-point 
goals: Shephard, Davis, Laws.

JV Devils post pair of non-district wins

Fishing in the bay has been 
picking up over the past two 
weeks and seems to have fur-
ther potential as more striped 
bass are entering the area. I 
expect the final two weeks to 
offer good fishing action.

We’ve had a variety of 
weather conditions to contend 
with, yet when anglers make it 
on the water, the fish are avail-
able.

The entire bay is your play-
ground. Fish are hitting the 
rails from the Annapolis Bay 
Bridge to the Bay Bridge 
Tunnel. I believe that the fish up 
north have come down through 
the C and D canal. Because 
they have sea lice on them, it 
is likely that they came into the 
bay from the north side.

The lower bay has been very 
hot this week with large speci-
mens up to 45 pounds mixed 

in with an average of very 
respectable 20- to 30-pound 
fish. The east side of the chan-
nel up to buoy 62 has been 
holding a fair number of fish 
and the Smith Point area has 
been very productive over the 
past few days.

The vast array of lures that 
anglers are purchasing boggles 
my mind. My best advice to 
you is to “keep it simple.” The 
two colors of choice are char-
treuse and white and combi-
nations thereof. Umbrella rigs 
with two parachute drops work 
well, as does the simple but 
proven double drop rig with 
a 3- to 4-ounce lure trailing a 
heavier 6- to 20-ounce version 
of the same. A double hooked 
9`-inch shad behind a hairy 
parachute has been my ace in 
the hole. Occasionally we will 
troll a naked bait on the back 

side of the tandem. This bait is 
lighter and has a cleaner look 
without the Don King hairdo.

As we enjoy this Christmas 
holiday and the final weeks of 
the Virginia rockfish season, 
let us give priority to our fami-
lies and give thanks to God 
for all the gifts that he has 
bestowed upon us. Amidst the 
presents and parties let’s not 
forget the real reason for the 
season. Jesus is God’s greatest 
gift of all to the world. When 
the tinsel and holly is put away, 
he wants to keep his place in 
our hearts.

(Capt. Billy Pipkin owns and 
operates Ingram Bay Marina 
and Capt. Billy’s Charters in 
Wicomico Church. ingrambay-
marina.com, captbillyschar-
ters.com, 804-580-7292, email 
captbilly@captbillyscharters.
com)

The Fishing Line
by Capt. Billy Pipkin

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster used a 19-12 

third quarter to open up a 
two-point lead and pull away 
from Middlesex last Thurs-
day for a 64-49 non-district 
win. 

Joseph Betts put up 17 
points to lead the varsity 
Red Devils as they picked up 
their fourth straight win to 
improve to 4-0. 

Betts led three double-digit 
scorers for Lancaster, which 
got 14 points from Tevin 
Moore and 10 from Javin 
Gibson. 

The Devils held a 27-25 
lead at the half then got nine 
points from Betts and six 
from Moore to pull away by 
nine at the end of the third. 
Lancaster outscored the 
hosts, 18-12, in the final to 
clinch the win. 

Malcolm Ward led the 
Chargers with 18 points and 
Michael Bess added 13. 
Lancaster 62
Colonial Beach 61

Betts scored 17 points and 
Moore 15 as Lancaster rallied 
for a 62-61 win over Colonial 
Beach last Tuesday. 

Colonial Beach led 33-31 at 
the half and was in front by 
three after three when Lan-
caster put together an 18-point 
fourth quarter, including eight 
points from Moore. 

J.T. Carey kept the Drifters 
in the game in the final quar-
ter, scoring 11 of his team’s 
14 points. He led all scorers 
with 29 points. 

Gibson and C.J. Lee each 
scored 11 points for Lan-
caster. 

The varsity Devils will be 

Second-half rallies help
Devils stay undefeated

Javian Gibson of Lancaster gets pressure from Malcolm Ward of Middlesex during last 
week’s non-district game. (Photo by Tom Hardin)

Joseph Betts of Lancaster goes up to score two of his 17 
points last Thursday against Middlesex. (Photo by Tom 
Hardin)

in action after the holiday on 
December 26 and 27 in the 
Middlesex Christmas Tour-
nament. 
Lancaster........18   9   19  18 — 64
Middlesex.......13  12  12  12 — 49
Lancaster — Gibson 10, Betts 17, 

Noel 2, Carter 0, R. Lee 0, Mullen 
2, CJ Lee 9, Moore 14, Howard 5, 
Morris 0, Jenkins 5. 
Middlesex — Fletcher 2, Lee 4, 
Bess 13, Bryant 3, Hammond 0, 
Sutherland 2, Ward 18, Rich 4, 
Hunter 2, Dixon 0, Dick 1. Three-
point goals — Bess 2. 

In JV girls basketball action 
last week, Lancaster fell to a 
Tidewater District team for the 
second time in as many weeks. 

Bridgette Self scored 14 
points and Anna Reed 12 to 
lead Middlesex over the Lady 
Red Devils, 37-21. 

Both teams got off to a slow 
start with the Devils unable to 
find the basket in the first quar-
ter. Middlesex got a field goal 

apiece from Reed and Jocelyn 
Brown in the first quarter for a 
4-0 lead. 

Lancaster’s only scoring 
in the first half came with a 
bucket each by Jermaya Cox 
and Shamerah Taylor. Taylor 
finished with seven points to 
lead Lancaster. 

Kalisha Harding and Corla 
Betts scored five apiece for the 
Devils.

Varsity  boys basketball  
Lancaster 64, Middlesex 49
Lancaster 62, Colonial Beach 
61
JV boys basketball 
Lancaster 59, Colonial Beach 
27
Lancaster 49, West Point 31
Varsity girls basketball
Lancaster 43, Mathews 41
Lancaster 57, Middlesex 45

Upcoming 
Games
Varsity boys basketball 
December 26-27:
Lancaster at Middlesex Christ-
mas Tournament
Varsity girls basketball 
December 26-27:
Lancaster at Middlesex Christ-
mas Tournament
Wrestling
December 17:
Lancaster at Washington & Lee 
Tri (4:30 p.m.)
December 20:
Lancaster Duals (8 a.m.)

Officers installed
The Northern Neck Wild Turkey Association (NNWTA) 
installed new officers during its annual dinner meeting held 
recently at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club. From left 
are incoming president Stuart Kramer and outgoing presi-
dent Steve Proctor. Other officers are vice president Jim 
Harding, secretary Craig Roberts and treasurer Carl Ger-
ster.  Founded in 1998, the association has more than 100 
members from the Northern Neck area. The goals of the 
NNWTA are to promote wild turkey habitats and public 
interest in the restoration and management of the wild 
turkey.  Recently more than  $25,000 was raised to establish 
an educational scholarship fund for advanced studies in the 
areas of wildlife management and related fields.

Scoreboard Middlesex JV girls 
topple Lancaster, 37-21

Eight tables of bridge were in 
play December 9 at Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Canterbury.

Winners north/south were 
first, Ginger Klapp and Judy 
Peifer; second, Shirley Crockett 
and Ronnie Gerster; and third, 
Jim Hazel and Jane Hughes.

Winners east/west were first, 
Milley Wiley and Liz Hargett; 
second, Arden Durham and Vir-
ginia Adair; and third, Cynthia 
Birdsall and Dianne Monroe.

The next bridge for this 
group is Tuesday, December 
23, at 1 p.m.

Bridge
Results
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Happy  Holidays • Happy  Holidays

Everyone at Lamberth wants to
thank the community for

its support this year!
We wish you and your family a

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year
So that we may spend some time with our 
families and close out our year, we will be 

closed on the following dates:

Closed 1/2 day Tuesday, December 23
Closed December 24, 25, 26, 27

Closed 1/2 day December 31st and Closed January 1, 2, 3
Re-open Monday, January 5, 2009

The Kilmarnock-Irvington-White Stone 
Rotary wishes to thank the following 

businesses and individuals for 
their help with the 

18th annual 
Bay Seafood Festival

Holiday Inn Express
Tartan Golf Club
Indian Creek Golf & Country Club
Tides Inn
King Carter Golf Course
Isabell K. Horsley Real Estate
Derwin Booker
Northern Neck YMCA
Radio Shack of Kilmarnock
Whelan’s Marina
Beasley Concrete, Inc.
A Hokie
Dehnert, Clarke & Co.
Willaby’s
Chesapeake Bank
The Oaks
McDonald’s
American Standard Insurance
Northern Neck State Bank
Crowther Heating & Air Conditioning
Hudson-Blunt Insurance
Wachovia Securities
Davenport & Co.
Maureen Rhodes
Lancaster Tavern
Kilmarnock Inn
Garrett’s Marina

Dick & Nina Thompson
Carrie & Cary Harwood
Savanah Joe’s Bar-B-Q
Rappahannock General Hospital
Northern Neck Insurance
Noblett’s Appliance & Propane
Bank of Lancaster
Upper Lancaster Fire & 
 Rescue Squad
Golden Eagle Golf Course
Jett’s Marine, Inc.
Rappahannock Rentals
Creative Design of Virginia
RF Enterprises
B & S Refuse
W.C. Lowery, Inc.
Advanced Termite & Pest Control
Wm. Jones Co.
Rappahanncok Tractor
Noblett Oil & Propane Co.
GEO Products
Big “L” Tire
Minter’s Golf Carts
Larry Sigurdson
Ned Goode
Coldwell Banker-Chesapeake Bay   
 Properties
Long & Foster Bay/River Real Estate
Belle Isle State Park
Dymer Creek SeafoodTHANK 

YOU!

Helping clinic and community
Girl Scout Troop 95 of Lancaster County recently spent an afternoon in November help-
ing the Northern Neck Free Health Clinic fold and apply address labels to its newsletter, 
completing about 3,000 of the 4,000 that are mailed to clinic supporters. “They had fun 
doing it,” said Sharon Bagnall, who with Gayle Nelson serves as a Troop Leader, and it’s one 
of several ways “to show them how important it is to help the community they are a part 
of.” Debbie Hoff and Karen Benza served as troop helpers and participating scouts, along 
with some of their siblings, were Kristy Hoff, Tyler Martin, Nadia Moss, Abby, Alex and Kate 
Nelson, Christina Bagnall, and Brandon and Kalin Benzo.

Tyren Frazier is the new chief 
professional officer of the Boys 
& Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck (BGCNN).

He first joined the organiza-
tion when he was eight years 
old and living in Houston, 
Texas. He now has 22 years 
experience with the club, as a 
member and now as an execu-
tive. 

“The Boys & Girls Club of 
the Northern Neck can be the 
leading organization serving 
youth in this area,” Frazier said.  
“We want to have the best staff 
and the best facilities.”

Prior to becoming the top 
executive in the Northern Neck 
Club, Frazier was area director 
for four clubs in the Richmond 
area.

In his new position, he is 
overseeing the renovations 
of the new facility on North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock and 
directing club operations. 

“In addition to bringing years 
of program experience to the 
club, Tyren has the personality 
to connect with our members 
and to engage them in construc-
tive assessment related to the 
direction in which their lives 
may be headed,” said chairman 
Ed Fuehrer. “We were very 
fortunate to find this caliber 
of individual after our national 
search, and look forward to the 
impact he will have on chal-
lenging the youth of this area 
to become all that they seek to 
be.”   
It saved my life

As the son of a single mother 
who worked as a medical tran-
scriptionist, Frazier grew up 
in Houston, then the Norfolk 

Tyren Frazier

Club gets new leader

area.  
He says he went to the club 

every summer until he was 12, 
then he “worked behind the 
snack bar making $2 an hour” 
at the club. He also admits to 
having a problem with “not lis-
tening to my mother” about that 
same time which eventually 
landed him in some trouble.

“The Boys & Girls Club was 
my lifesaver,” he said.  

However, even when he was 
in trouble, Boys & Girls Club 
staff told him he could come 
back, that he could turn himself 
around, he said.

“It saved my life—without a 
doubt,” said Frazier. “It’s one of 
the reasons I want to do it for 
the rest of my life.” 

He worked five more years 
at the club, then graduated 
high school, and thereafter 
from Norfolk State University. 
While attending the university, 
he “moved up two or three part-
time situations” at the Colonial 
Boys & Girls Club in Norfolk.  

Several of his earlier posi-
tions were at clubs in public 
housing in Richmond.  As a 

unit director in Richmond’s 
South Ward, Frazier says one 
of the clubs was 50/50 African-
American and Hispanic.

The club was “an oasis in 
that community,” he said, where 
anything that “you can think 
of ” was going on around it—
drugs, alcohol, gangs, shoot-
ings and even murders.

The attitude of the club 
members was, “We don’t want 
it to happen at the Boys & Girls 
Club,” Frazier said.
Task at hand

According to Fuehrer, the 
board is looking to Frazier to 
help design that “leading orga-
nization serving youth in the 
Northern Neck” through utiliz-
ing his own 22 years of experi-
ence in the Boys & Girls Clubs 
as club member, junior staff 
worker, staff member, and pro-
fessional executive at the unit 
and area levels.

“I will do my best to lead, but 
I have things to learn as well,”  
Frazier said.

He said he wanted the pro-
gram offerings to be “solid” 
and suited to the kids in this 
area. Any of the almost 45,000 
clubs affiliated with the BGCA 
has more than 40 tried and 
tested, nationally-known pro-
grams to choose from.

“The Northern Neck is 
primed for the organization,” 
he added.   

And he echoed what board 
members had been telling each 
other since the inception of the 
BGCNN when he said, “Our 
kids deserve the best.”

“It’s why we do what we do,” 
Frazier told his new bosses, 
“To save a child’s life.”

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com

Recently U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Flotilla 3-10 held 
a change of watch ceremony 
at the Mooring Restaurant in 
Kinsale. 

 Flotilla commander Gary 
Palsgrove and newly elected 
flotilla vice commander 
Tom Courtless were sworn 
in by Division 3 commander 
Joseph Riley.

Special guests included 
Officer in Charge Christo-
pher Harward and Petty Offi-
cer Patrick Logan of Coast 
Guard Station St. Inigoes, 
Md., who attended to empha-
size the partnership between 
the flotilla and the sta-
tion. Outgoing flotilla vice 
commander Oliver Knight 
expressed gratitude to the 
staff officers for their efforts 
over the year to keep 3-10 as 
the “number one flotilla” in 
Division 3. 

Palsgrove and Riley also 
congratulated the members 
for their  achievements and 
stressed the importance of 

Flotilla holds change of watch

From left are division commander Joe Riley swearing in 
flotilla commander Gary Palsgrove and flotilla vice com-
mander Tom Courtless. 

continued teamwork in sup-
port of the Coast Guard and 
recreational boaters.

In addition to conducting 
safety and regatta patrols 
on the Potomac and Rappa-

hannock rivers, Flotilla 
3-10 holds public educa-
tion courses and free vessel 
safety checks. The flotilla 
meets monthly in Callao. 
Call Palsgrove at 472-3370.

The 2009 National Distance 
Running Summit will be held 
in Charlotte, N.C., and for the 
first time it will be open to 
runners and coaches as well.

The summit will be held on 
the campus of Queens Uni-
versity of Charlotte January 3 
and 4. Instructors will include 
2008 U.S. Olympic Distance 
Coach Dr. Joe Vigil and Team 
Running USA Coach Terrence 
Mahon.

Vigil is one of the most 
popular lecturers on distance 
training theory. Mahon, who is 
the coach of Olympians Ryan 

Hall, Deena Kastor, Jennifer 
Rhines and Ian Dobson, will 
be joined by 2007 National 
High School Coach of the 
Year Danny Green, six-time 
National Coach of the Year 
Scott Simmons and author-
coach Will Freeman.

The National Distance Run-
ning Summit is in its third 
year and continues to bring 
together one of the most suc-
cessful and talented group 
of coaches in America. The 
summit is focused on teach-
ing coaches, athletes and fans 
about the principles and the 

training plans used by today’s 
top distance runners.

Student-athletes qualify for 
a reduced rate.

Presentations will explore a 
ranger of topics including the 
training of Ryan Hall; how to 
structure a training program 
for beginning runners; how to 
measure and use VVO2Max 
in training; and how every-
one can benefit from altitude 
training no matter where they 
live.

To register, visit distance-
summit.com, or email sim-
monss@queens.edu.

Running summit slated January 3-4

Happy Holidays from our family to yours!
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RIP-RAP
& ARMOR STONE  

INSTALLATION

Road Building 
Lot Clearing

Stone • Mulch

GLENN LESTER CO., INC.GLENN LESTER CO., INC.
WICOMICO CHURCH, VA    

FREE ESTIMATES
Call (804) 580-2020 •  Toll Free 1 (888) 827-4400

“Locally Owned Business for over 30 years”

Give the Gift of Golf
KING CARTER GOLF PASSPORT

• First Round of Golf is FREE!
• $10 off the Daily Rate every time you play
• Free VSGA 2009 Handicap services
• Your Guest receives $5 off the daily rate
• Free Range Balls for each round played
• Good on all rounds through December 31, 2009

GOLF PASSPORTS - $295

GIFT CERTIFICATES ALSO AVAILABLE

* Limited availability, must purchase before January 31, 2009, golf 
passports are non-transferable & non-refundable. Golf passport 

rates and discounts are based on our regular public rates. 
Discounts do not apply with other offers or special promotions.

King Carter Golf Club
480 Old St. Johns Road

Irvington, VA 22480
804-435-7842

golf@kingcartergolfclub.com
www.kingcartergolfclub.com

•Great tax deduction benefit
•Free pick up

•Donations benefit area youth
• YMCA •Local Boy & Girl Scout Programs

•Lancaster H.S. Key Club
•March of Dimes •Boys & Girls Club

•Many other local youth programs

Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids  

Foundation, Inc.

Call 1-804-435-2703 or
1-804-462-7018

Ladies League
In the week of December 8, the 

Wal-Mart Rollers won two games 
against Yeatman’s Forklift when 
Sandra Evans bowled a 322 set 
with games of 108, 107 and 107. 
Vicki White rolled a 308 set with 
two games of 108. Marie Piccard 
had a 311 set and Cathy Savalina 
bowled a 310 set. For Yeatman’s, 
Betty Steffey rolled a 361 set with 
games of 128, 102 and 131. Alma 
George had a 330 set with games 
of 117 and 120.

Callis Seafood won two games 
against the Lancaster Tavern Girls 
(LTG) when Mary Savalina bowled 
a 307 set with games of 100 and 
123. Gayle Conrad rolled a 303 set 
with games of 108 and 102. Betty 
Evans had a 297 set with a 117 
game. For LTG, Flo Harvey bowled 
a 303 set with two games of 111. 
Kim Kent had a 101 game and 
Joan Bowles a 110 game.

D&L Doc n’ Divas won two 
games against R.P. Waller when 
Terry Stillman bowled a 321 set 
with games of 109 and 118. Bev-
erly Benson rolled a 306 set with a 
117 game. JoAnne Paulette had a 
302 set with a 110 game. For R.P. 
Waller, Mary Lee Kent bowled a 
321 set with a 134 game. Ola Nash 
rolled a 284 set with a 104 game 
and Marsha Nash had a 283 set.

Standings
  W L
Yeatman’s 27 12
Doc n’ Divas 24 15
Wal-Mart 21 18
Callis Seafood 19 20
R.P. Waller 18 21
LTG  8 31

n Tourney deadline
The early deadline to register 

for the 2009 annual Reedville 
Fishing Derby, June 12 and 
13 to support Smith Point Sea 
Rescue, is December 31.  The 
early entry drawing prize is 
$1,000.

Entry forms can be obtained 
at many businesses and at 
SmithPointSeaRescue.com; or 
call tournament director Russ 
Bertino at 453-3660.

Sport
Shorts

Vitamins: If you’re
unsure, take four

There are now so many 
dietary supplements advertised 
with ever-changing evidence 
that it is difficult to know 
which ones are necessary and 
what they do for your health. 
It is quite apparent that many 
seniors are confused as well as 
susceptible to expensive dilem-
mas.

Based on government guide-
lines and expert opinions of 
nutritionists, four supplements 
are qualified as ones every adult 
should seriously consider.
Multivitamins

When the capacity to absorb 
nutrients is impaired and diets 
become unbalanced, it makes 
sense to take a multivitiman/
mineral supplement every day 
as good insurance.
Vitamin D

Higher levels of Vitamin D 
are recommended for older 
men and women because the 
amount made by the body 
decreases with age. Without 
Vitamin D, bones can become 
brittle and thin, leading to 
osteoporosis. Ninety percent of 
adults 51 to 70 are deficient and 
need an additional 600 units of 
the vitamin per day.
Calcium

Calcium is not just to keep 
the bones healthy, but also to 
help muscles function prop-
erly, and to normalize blood 
pressure. A Vitamin D supple-
ment with 1,200 mg of calcium 
is recommended daily. Split-
ting the calcium into two 600 
mg doses may allow for better 
absorption.
Fish oil

Dietary guidelines suggest 
eating a 3-ounce serving of fish 
twice a week. If you don’t eat 
much fish, a fish oil concen-
trate with 300 mg of omega-3 
per day should be helpful. You 
may also need to consider other 
beneficial supplements if you 
have specific needs.

Non-smokers with early 
stage macular degeneration 
may need extra zinc and the 
antioxidant vitamins C, E and 
beta-carotene. Those who take 
statin drugs might consider a 
coenzyme Q10 supplement to 
help keep blood cholesterol 
down. Patients with moderate 
to severe arthritis knee pain 
could find some relief from 
glucosamine and chondroitin.

Ask your doctor before 
adding any supplement to your 
diet. And in any case, increase 
your intake of fresh fruits and 
vegetables. They provide nutri-
ents that cannot be duplicated 
by pills and capsules.

A Doctor 
Speaks

by George 
Moore, MD

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxil-
iary Flotilla 33 recently held its 
Change of Watch ceremony at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Country 
Club. 

Newly elected commander 
Wally Dawson took the helm 
from John Mill who has served 
as commander for the last two 
years. Dawson, who has served 
as vice commander, was relieved 
by Brian McArdle.

Under Mill’s watch, Flotilla 
33 set new highs in patrol hours 
and the number of people res-
cued during the year.  

“It was a very successful year. 
My staff officers and members 
did an outstanding job and I 
really appreciate their efforts. 
We averaged over 300 hours per 
member in 2008 and had over 
2,500 patrol hours. That is quite 
a contribution by volunteers,” 
Mill said.

Upon being sworn in, Dawson 
introduced the staff officers for 
2009. They are John Bowles, 
communications; Jim Thomas, 
communication services; Rita 
Theisen, finance; Amy Thomas, 
information services; Dave 
Herndon, marine safety; Ian 
Duncan, materials; Bob Vogel, 
member training; Roy Sheppard, 
operations; John Mill, personal 

Flotilla 33 holds change of watch

John Mill, left, was recognized by incoming commander 
Wally Dawson.

Commander Wally Dawson, 
left, with vice commander 
Brian McArdle.  

Glen Fallin, a karate instruc-
tor at the Academy of Perform-
ing and Creative Arts (APCA) 
and the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA in Kilmarnock, will 
continue to teach karate in 
the area although the former 
home of the APCA has a new 
use.

Former and new students 
may call Fallin at 580-4195 
regarding a new location.

He teaches students from 
age 4 and up.

“I would like to thank Mary 
Alice Eubank for allowing me 
to teach karate at the Academy 
of Performing and Creative 
Arts for the last 13 years,” said 
Fallin. “I also want to thank all 

of the parents who trusted me 
to teach their children.”

Harold and Mary Alice pro-
vided an opportunity for so 
many to have a place to study 
music, dance, gymnastics and 
karate in the area, he said.

“I am grateful also for the 
chance to have studied mod-
eling from Nina Thompson 
and be a part of three fashion 
shows,” said Fallin. “I was able 
to meet new friends and gain 
new opportunities by being a 
student as well as a teacher at 
A.P.C.A.”

Fallin also wished The 
Living Water Lutheran 
Church well, now that it uses 
the former A.P.C.A. building.

Bowling
Results

From left are (front row) Rachael and Mariah Jayne; (next 
row) teachers Andrew Hudnall and Glen Fallin. They recently 
competed in a karate tournament in King George.

Fallin plans to continue 
teaching local karate classes

The Northern Neck Family 
YMCA will hold its fourth 
annual Polar Bear Plunge  New 
Year’s Day, January 1, from 2 
to 4 p.m. at Camp Kekoka off 
Boys Camp Road near Kilmar-
nock.

This event, launched by 
YMCA board member Tom 
Richardson, will see brave par-
ticipants plunge into the frigid 
January waters of Indian Creek 
to raise money for the Guard-
ian Program.

Last year, 24 people of all 
ages “took the plunge,” raising 
more than $3,200.  Many of the 
children ran into the water eight 
times as a salute to 2008.  

“Challenging myself like this 
on New Year’s Day makes me 
think I can do anything for the 
rest of the year,” said Richard-
son. “To turn it into something 
that benefits local families and 
children makes it even more 
special.” 

After the plunge, which will 
take place at 3 p.m., plungers 
and their sponsors may warm 
up by a fire with hot soup, 
black-eyed peas and hot choco-
late. 

To take the plunge, or spon-
sor a plunger, contact Susan 
Johnson at 436-2204 or sjohn-
son@peninsulaymca.org; or 
call the YMCA at 435-0223. 

YMCA plans 2009
Polar Bear Plunge

Your Holiday Shopping 
Starts Here

www.rrecord.com ➠ classified
services; Jerry Hawley, public 
affairs; Don Gallagher, public 
education; Paul Lassanske, sec-
retary and records; Anita Cook, 
fellowship; John Texter, lay 
reader; and Jim Wroth, qualifi-
cation examiner.

“We expect to continue the 
successes we had in 2008. We 
plan on educating more people 
on boating safety, conducting 
more vessel safety checks and 
are prepared to meet the needs 
and safety of the general boat-
ing public,” Dawson said.

Virginia is overdue for a 
major statewide winter storm, 
and citizens should get ready 
now for the upcoming snow 
and ice season.

“It’s been eight years since 
we’ve had a big winter storm, 
which is a long time even by Vir-
ginia standards,” said Michael 
Cline, state coordinator for 
the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management. “It’s 
critical that every family get 
ready for winter dangers such 
as power outages and slippery 
roads.”

Winter Preparedness Week is 
November 30 through Decem-
ber 6. Virginians can find win-
ter-specific safety information 
and related links at ReadyVir-
ginia.gov.

“This winter’s forecast is 
for near normal precipitation, 
some of which is likely to be 
snow or ice,” said Bill Sam-
mler, warning coordination 
meteorologist for the National 
Weather Service in Wakefield.  
“Use Winter Preparedness 
Week as a time to get ready for 
possible severe weather and to 
ensure your family’s safety.” 

Simple steps to become 
winter ready include getting 
emergency supplies, making 
a communications plan, and 
staying informed about local 
conditions.

• Get a kit.  Emergency 
supplies for winter weather 
include essential items to last 
at least three days in case of 
power outage.  At a mini-
mum, these supplies include 
a battery-powered radio and 
extra batteries, food and water, 
flashlights and extra batter-
ies, a first aid kit, blankets and 

warm clothing, medications if 
needed and pet supplies.

• Make a plan.  A family 
communications plan means 
discussing with your family 
what you would do in case of 
severe winter weather in your 
area.  Decide on a meeting 
place if your family cannot 
return home because of closed 
roads.  Choose an out-of-town 
friend or relative as a point-of-
contact for family members.  
Always tell someone before 
you travel on snowy or icy 
roads where you are going and 
when you expect to arrive.

• Stay informed.  Before, 
during and after a winter 
storm, it is critical that you 
stay informed of conditions 
by listening to reports from 
media and emergency officials 
who are closest to you.  Local 
media will give instructions 
from local, state and federal 
agencies including road con-
ditions, winter storm watches 
and warnings, and power out-
ages.

•         Plug space heaters 
directly into wall sockets, not 
extension cords.  Keep them 
at least three feet from other 
objects.  Never leave space 
heaters unattended.

• Install a smoke detec-
tor in every bedroom and 
one on every level of your 
home.  Check the batteries 
monthly, and replace them 
once a year at the same time 
every year. 

• Make sure that outdoor 
pets have adequate shelter, 
unfrozen water and food.

• Driving is most dangerous 
when the temperature is at or 
under 32° F.  If the road is wet, 

it could be icy, especially on 
bridges and curves.  For road 
conditions, call 511 or go to 
511Virginia.org. 

•         Even after roads have 
been treated with salt and/
or sand, drivers should slow 
down.  Leave a safe distance 
between vehicles, and never 
use cruise control in winter 
weather conditions.

• If your household includes 
someone with special needs 
(has a disability, requires elec-
tricity to operate home medi-
cal equipment, needs to go to 
dialysis) call your local emer-
gency management office to 
let them know what you would 
need during an emergency.  
Many offices compile such 
information so they will know 
where the critical needs may 
be in the community during an 
emergency.

The Ready Virginia cam-
paign is a statewide effort to 
provide vital preparedness 
information to citizens.  Sev-
eral agencies and organizations 
have joined together under the 
Ready Virginia banner, includ-
ing the Virginia departments 
of Emergency Management, 
Fire Programs, Social Services 
and Transportation, as well as 
the American Red Cross and 
the National Weather Service. 

Information includes heat-
ing safety, generator safety, 
fire safety tips, winter driving 
guidelines, types of winter 
weather advisories and how 
to respond to them, winter 
preparedness information for 
kids, and the Virginia Depart-
ment of Social Services energy 
assistance program for low-
income Virginians.

Get ready for winter weather

Happy Holidays!
From 

our Family 
to yours!

Rappahannock Record
435-1701

RRecord.com
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132, right on Bypass Rd. to Richmond Rd. 

Rappahannock Shores
Marine Construction

For all of your pier, fl oating dock, boatlift, jetty, and 
bulkhead needs

New construction and repair
Licensed and Insured

804-435-2950                                 866-SHORE-17

by Audrey Thomasson
HEATHSVILLE—When 

a woman lost her home last 
week because of the tough 
economy, she showed up at 
the Northumberland Animal 
Shelter and surrendered her 
three pets.  

The animals swelled the 
number of shelter dogs to 
53, including 33 puppies in a 
facility that averages 16 dogs 
and 30 cats.

“The bad economy is affect-
ing us this year,” said Fran 
Warren, the shelter’s volun-
teer supervisor. “We’re find-
ing dogs in abandoned houses 
and litters left on the side of 
the road with their mothers.” 

The overflow of animals at 
the shelter is a situation that 
could be a lot worse were it 
not for the efforts of Warren 
and her band of volunteers. 
Over the past six years they 
have not only worked at the 
shelter, they run a thrift shop 
in Lottsburg and hold frequent 
fund-raisers. The profits from 
those ventures and public 
donations finance their efforts 
at the county shelter. 

While most helpers rotate 
on a schedule, Warren volun-
teers seven days a week, 12 
hours a day and takes emer-
gency calls at her home.

The advantages of the vol-
unteer program to Northum-
berland County are many, 
including a huge savings to 
the annual budget since the 
county coffers pay only for 
the basic necessities such as 
food and utilities, she said. 
Also, the county only has to 
employ one animal control 
officer. 

Appearing before the board 
of supervisors last week, 
Warren reported a 78 percent 
save rate—311 animals last 
year, a rate that has climbed 
for the past six years. 

Dawson lands award
First Congressional District Republican chairman Tom Foley 
awarded  Carol Dawson of Lancaster County the Volunteer 
of the Year Award for 2008 at the Republican Party of Vir-
ginia’s annual Advance at the Homestead December 5 to 
7. Dawson is a member of the Republican State Central 
Committee of Virginia.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Sen. 
Jim Webb last week termed the 
Senate’s failure to advance a 
bill that would provide a bridge 
loan to the U.S. domestic auto 
industry “a woeful misapplica-
tion of the priorities that should 
govern our stewardship as 
political leaders.” The Senate 
last Thursday night failed to 
break a Republican filibuster to 
consider the legislation.

“This measure was intended 
as a bridge loan, not a bailout. 
It is equitable to support a $700 
billion bailout for mismanaged 
financial institutions that largely 
protects exorbitant executive 
compensation, and yet not sup-
port this loan package which 
was designed to provide cash 
flow in order to help millions of 
working men and women,” said 
Sen. Webb.

“The opposition to this bridge 
loan was based on the faulty 
argument that unionized auto 
workers are too highly com-
pensated. When you remove 
from the average UAW com-
pensation the money needed to 
support retirees’ health insur-
ance and pension expenses, 
UAW workers take home about 
the same wages as non-union 
workers at foreign car plants in 

the United States,” continued 
Sen. Webb.

“If ensuring parity in pay 
between union workers and 
workers in non-unionized 
plants is a priority, then parity 
should be applied evenhandely. 
The average American CEO 
makes 400 times what the aver-
age worker makes, while the 
average Japanese CEO makes 
only 10 times what a Japanese 
worker makes,” he said.

“The health of our nation’s 
domestic auto manufactur-
ers, suppliers and dealers is as 
important and as deeply woven 
into the fabric of our economy 
as the health of Wall Street,” 
said Sen. Webb.

According to the Center for 

Automotive Research, in Vir-
ginia there are 47,485 jobs that 
are directly connected to the 
auto industry, in the form of 
parts and suppliers, dealers and 
assembly plants.

Sen. Webb also co-spon-
sored a proposal to provide 
tax credits to help middle 
class Americans purchase new 
cars. Under this plan, a family 
would save about $1,553 on a 
$25,000 car, and about $2,500 
on a $35,000 car.

“After weeks of refusing to 
do so, I am encouraged to read 
reports that the White House is 
considering using Congressio-
nally provided funds for Wall 
Street to assist U.S. automak-
ers,” said Webb.

I want to remind Virginians about a change in 
how we all watch television that will take place 
February 17, 2009. At that time—just over two 
months from now—you may lose your televi-
sion signal. I want to help make sure that does not 
happen.

For most Virginians—those who subscribe to 
cable or satellite television, or who own newer 
digital television sets—there will be no problem.

But nearly 300,000 Virginia households own 
traditional analog TV sets that rely on over-the-
air signals. These TVs use an antenna or “rabbit 
ears” to pick up television stations’ analog signals. 
Virginians who own these types of TVs must take 
action to make sure their TVs will continue to 
function after February 17.

Television stations currently send their signals 
over the airwaves to TV sets using traditional 
analog signals. In order to efficiently use airwaves 
and give additional frequencies to our nation’s 
first responders to better protect us, Congress has 
required broadcasters to transition from those 
analog signals into “modern” signals.

February 17 is the day TV stations must turn off 
their analog signals and make the complete swi-
tchover to digital.

After February 17, all TV sets that get pro-
grams over-the-air will need to be plugged into 

a machine called a “converter box.” A converter 
box is approximately the size of a paperback book. 
The box will automatically convert your TV’s old 
analog signals into new digital signals, eliminating 
the need to buy a new TV set.

The federal government has agreed to give 
people, who rely on over-the-air TV signals, two 
$40 coupons to help them buy converter boxes. 
Coupons expire 90 days after the government 
sends them to you. Most major retail stores sell 
converter boxes and most accept the coupons.

To request coupons or for more information, 
visit the official government website dtv2009.
gov, or call 1-888-388-2009. These government 
sources give a full range of information about the 
digital television transition and can answer your 
questions.

We are all in this digital TV transition 
together. So I make a special request for you 
to help neighbors or relatives in your commu-
nity—like the elderly and disabled—who may 
need assistance acquiring and hooking up their 
converter boxes.

As of today, you have little more than two 
months to get prepared. I look forward to giving 
you further updates about the digital TV transition 
and making sure you have the information you 
need to continue to enjoy your televisions.

Animal shelter volunteers
report 78 percent save rate
despite swelling population

She said the goal is to 
make the shelter the best in 
the area. The money Warren’s 
group raised has been used 
to expand the facility adding 
a new cat wing and 24 addi-
tional indoor/outdoor dog 
runs now under construction.

Volunteers keep the place 
so clean there were only 
two cases of parvovirus last 
year, an “almost unheard of 
record,” according to Warren. 
Parvo is an extremely conta-
gious disease and the leading 
cause of deaths in puppies.

Warren reported the vol-
unteers at the shelter are 
responsible for repairs and 
maintenance of the facil-
ity and property. They feed 
and care for all the animals. 
Teams socialize animals, 
including nursing orphans, 
fostering, transporting to the 
vet and coordinating puppies 
for adoptions in the northeast 
where strict neutering laws 
restrict the pet population. 

“We sent 49 puppies last 
year,” Warren told supervi-
sors, explaining they had a 
better chance of adoption in 

the New England states. But 
with the difficult economy, 
she said there is concern 
those adoptions may slow.

Volunteers also handle 
administrative work such as 
advertising, processing adop-
tions, ordering supplies, man-
ning phones and the website 
and running an aggressive 
spay/neuter program.

Prior to their participation, 
Warren said the shelter kept 
no records so it was difficult 
to know the number of ani-
mals that were euthanized. 

She credits the program’s 
success to the vision and 
prudence of retired Sheriff 
Wayne Middleton who asked 
the county six years ago to 
let him take over the shelter 
and allow volunteers to par-
ticipate. 

Warren said she hopes other 
counties will learn from their 
success and open their shel-
ters to volunteers.

The Northumberland County animal shelter is experiencing 
an increase in population due to the economy.

Sen. Jim Webb condemns
obstruction to bridge loan

U.S. Senate Report
by Sen. Jim Webb

Making the digital TV transition: the time is now

The Blue Ridge Poison 
Center at the University 
of Virginia Health System 
receives more calls about 
children under the age of 6 
than any other age group. The 
holidays are particularly full 
of opportunities for young 
children to encounter poison-
ous substances.
Guests in the home

When guests are present, 
parents and caregivers can 
become easily distracted in 
all the excitement and chaos. 
Ådults who aren’t used to 
supervising young children 
may not be aware of the chal-
lenges.

Guests may bring medicines 
and other personal products 
into the home and leave them 
where children can reach 
them, such as in a suitcase or 
on a bedside table. Young chil-
dren are naturally curious and 
will readily put these products 
in their mouths. 

Prescription drugs, over-
the-counter drugs, and even 
personal products like mouth-
wash or perfume can be harm-
ful to a child if swallowed.  
Provide guests with a safe 
place to store purses, suitcase, 
and toiletries, and insist they 
use it.
Alcoholic beverages

Be sure that glasses contain-
ing alcoholic beverages are 
emptied and washed immedi-
ately after use. Ask guests not 
to leave their alcoholic bever-

ages unattended if young chil-
dren are nearby. Store alcohol 
in a locked cabinet out of 
sight and reach. Even a small 
amount of alcohol can be dan-
gerous to a child.
Gifts

Personal products such as 
bubble bath and cologne, or 
products like alcohol, are 
popular gifts. Their sweet 
fragrance and pretty packag-
ing attract children and can 
cause serious problems when 
swallowed. Other gifts  may 
contain tiny parts that could 
choke a small child if swal-
lowed.
Holiday plants

Children are attracted to 
plants, especially colorful 
berries and soft leaves, which 
are easy for little hands to 
grab and rip off. Fortunately, 
serious poisoning from plants 
is rare in children, because the 
amount required to cause seri-
ous poisoning is often greater 
than what a child may eat at 
one time.

Nevertheless, certain plants 
given as gifts or used as fes-
tive decorations during the 
holiday can cause problems:

 Chocking hazards include 
Holly (Ilex species), Christ-
mas Berry Tree (schinus 
terebinthifolius), Evergreens 
(spruce, pine, etc), and Christ-
mas cactus.

Mouth-irritation hazards 
include Christmas Pepper 
(Capsicum species) and Ama-

ryllis (St. Joseph Lily) (Ama-
ryllidaceae family).

Mildly toxic hazards 
include Mistletoe, particularly 
the berries (Phoradendron 
serotinum), Jerusalem Cherry 
(Solanum pseudocapsicum), 
some bulbs like Paperwhites 
(narcissus species).

Poinsettias were once 
thought to be toxic but are 
now widely accepted as non-
toxic. However, as with any 
plant, they could pose a chock-
ing hazard or irritation to the 
mouth and throat. A list of 
other toxic indoor or outdoor 
plants can be found at health-
system.virginia.edu/brpc.
Be prepared

Keep the Blue Ridge Poison 
Center’s toll-free number near 
every phone. Poison experts 
are standing by on Christmas 
day and every day, around the 
clock, to offer free, confiden-
tial advice and information. 
Call 1-800-222-1222 right 
away if someone:

• Swallowed something they 
shouldn’t.

• Made a mistake with their 
prescription or over-the-coun-
ter medications.

• Breathed a poison.
• Spilled or sprayed a poison 

on their skin or in their eyes.
Don’t wait for symp-

toms to develop. If possible, 
bring the poison or its con-
tainer to the phone. Call 
1-800-222-1222. Cell users 
call 1-800-451-1428.

Holidays may increase hazards of poisoning

emerged, Nunn presented an 
alternative motion directing 
town treasurer Judy Stevens 
to issue the check. The motion 
carried 3-2, supported and 
opposed by the same members 
as the previous vote. 

Town attorney Chris Stamm 
said the action taken by coun-
cil was “perfectly legal.”

According to Burleson, 
her refusal to comply with a 
“direct order” from council 
will result in an additional 
closed session of council at a 
date still to be decided.

“Council and I have a 
problem and we are working to 
resolve it,” said Burleson.

Anderson, who opposed the 
action, was unable to discuss 
the particulars of the issue, but 
felt confident that he was justi-
fied in his opposition.

“I think I acted in the appro-
priate fashion, in terms of how 
the Commonwealth of Virginia 
expects its elected officials to 
act,” said Anderson.

In other Kilmarnock news, 
Chris Plummer, assistant to the 
town manager, has announced 
her resignation, effective 
December 24. She said her 
decision was unrelated to any 
conflict between the town staff 
and council. 

(continued from page A1)

t Personnel . . . .
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NOBLETT APPLIANCE & PROPANE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1939 
Main & Augusta Streets, Kilmarnock

www.noblett.com
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    $249

GE® 2.6 cu. ft. 
Wine Center
• Electromechanical 
   temperature controls
• 21-bottle capacity 
• 2 full-depth adjustable  
   and 2 half depth wooden  
   racks
• Gray glass door with 
   silver accents
• Interior lighting
• Tubular handle
• Reversible door
• Free-standing

GE® 22.2 Cu. Ft. 
French-Door 
Refrigerator
• High-gloss crown doors with     
   hidden hinges
• Upfront temperature controls
• Factory-Installed icemaker   
   with water filtration system
• BrightSpace TM Interior with 
   GE Reveal TM Lighting 
• Slide ‘n Store TM Freezer   
   Basket

    $229 FCM7SU

GE® Manual Defrost Chest Freezers

GE® 30” Free-Standing Electric Range

• Self-Clean Oven
• Super-Large 5.3 Cu. Ft.  
   Oven Capacity
• TrueTemp™ System
• Dual Size Ribbon 
   Element
• Warming Zone

• Adjustable temperature control
• Upfront defrost water drain
• Power “On” light
• 7.0 cu. ft. capacity
• 2 lift-out and sliding bulk storage baskets

GWS03ADWSS

    $1,399
Countertop Microwave GE® 1.1 Cu. Ft. 
Countertop Microwave Oven

    $89

• 1.1 cu. ft. capacity -  
   1,100 Watts
• Convenience cooking  
   controls
• Auto and Time Defrost
• Turntable
• Instant On Controls

GFSF2XEXWW

JES1139WL
JB650DNWW

    $699

MONTHS
NO INTEREST

NO DOWN PAYMENT
See store for details.

Free Delivery
Professional installation available

Ladies Apparel

/2
The

Red

get the overall project, Eades 
explained. The county is 
required to advertise a request 
for proposals for the final 
project. The planning phase 
does not have to go through 
that because the overall grant 
is less than the $30,000 thresh-
old.

The grant application for 
the planning  phase is due in 
March. The county should 
know by August if it has been 
awarded the grant, Thompson 
said. 

(Audrey Thomasson contrib-
uted to this article.) 

the decorations are up and 
working by the week before 
Thanksgiving next year.
Public safety

Jones delivered a report for 
the public safety committee, 
informing council of efforts 
to place no u-turn signs down-
town and to place no parking 
signs in front of the Bank of 
Lancaster. He also announced 
that the Kilmarnock Police 
Department will be enforc-
ing the two-hour parking limit 
downtown more strictly.

Anderson, chair of the emer-
gency preparedness commit-
tee, gave council an update on 
continued efforts to establish 
a reverse 911 system in the 
county. With such a system, 
elderly and special needs resi-
dents could be contacted by 
emergency personnel prior to 
a known event, such as an ice 
storm, to ensure their medical 
and safety needs are met.

Vendor fees
During his report from the 

administrative and finance 
committee, Jones made a 
motion to reconsider the sus-

pension of vendor fees for the 
Scottish Days festival. Coun-
cil voted unanimously during 
its October meeting to sus-
pend the fees. 

Jones said it was not fair to 
local restaurants, who pay a 
meals tax, to allow vendors to 
operate within the town free of 
charge. 

The motion was seconded by 
Straughan. Anderson and Smith 
supported the motion. 

Nunn opposed reinstating the 
fees, calling the action “cutting 
off our nose to spite our face.”

Mayor Smith also voiced 
opposition to the action, saying 
the temporary suspension of the 
fees was intended to help the 
event become “firmly rooted” 
in the community.

Jones responded that the 
“roots ought to be there by 
now,” and moved to reinstate 
the $10 fee. The motion was 
seconded by Smith and sup-
ported by Anderson and 
Straughan. Nunn opposed. 
The motion passed 4-1.

Decoration winners
Winners of the Kilmarnock 

Holiday Lighting Contest 
were announced. Residential 
winners, as judged by the Kil-
marnock Garden Club, were 
first, Sharon and Raymond 
Booth of 86 Waverly Avenue; 
second, Eleanor Trusch of 
9 Heatherfield Court; third, 
Gloria Jones of 54 Claybrook 
Street; and honorable men-
tion, Susan and Jim Mitchell 
of 24 Cedar Lane. 

Residential winners of the 
People’s Choice Awards were 
first, Bernice McElroy of 133 
Irvington Road; second, Elea-
nor Trusch; and third, Sharon 
and Raymond Booth.

Commercial winners were 
first, Northern Neck State 
Bank at 284 North Main 
Street; second, The Learn-
ing Center at 217 South Main 
Street; and third, The Kilmar-
nock Inn at 34 East Church 
Street.

The commercial winners of 
the People’s Choice Awards 
were first, Booth’s Landscap-
ing at 85 North Main Street; 
second, The Learning Center; 
and third, Northern Neck 
State Bank.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 

dream of bringing obstetric 
care back to the Northern 
Neck and specifically Lan-
caster County will reach 
fruition sometime in the 
next year, according to Shir-
ley Dodson-McAdoo, presi-
dent of the Family Maternity 
Center of the Northern 
Neck. 

Dodson-McAdoo told 
about three dozen support-
ers at a reception at the Kil-
marnock Inn last Wednesday 
that construction of the 
5,200-square-foot birthing 
center should begin in Feb-
ruary and the first babies 
should be delivered there in 
October or November 2009. 

The reception was in celebra-
tion of a $1.6 million low-inter-
est community facility loan for 

the project made by the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) Rural Develop-
ment program. It will provide 
the majority of the funding for 
the $1.8 million project. 

“This is your tax dollars 
coming back to you,” said 
Ellen Davis, director of the 
USDA. 

“I’m not supposed to have 
a favorite project,” she told 
the group. “But if I were to 
have a favorite project, it 
would be this one.”

According to Davis, from 
the first conversation she had 
with Dodson-McAdoo to the 
issuance of the check was a 
mere 14 months, which, “in 
government time is warp 
speed.”

The maternity center 
board should start receiving 
bids for the project in Janu-

ary with construction slated 
to begin in February at the 
site adjacent to Lancaster 
Primary School on Route 3. 

The center will be one 
of only two authorized as a 
pilot project in 2006 by the 
Virginia General Assem-
bly in cooperation with the 
Virginia Health Department 
and Virginia Commonwealth 
University. The center will 
utilize certif ied nurse mid-
wives (CNM) who hold a 
registered nursing license 
and a nurse practitioner 
license in Virginia. Each 
CNM will provide clinical 
management of the mothers 
and babies with the collabo-
ration of a physician. 

The need for such a facil-
ity arose after Rappahannock 
General Hospital closed 
its obstetric unit four years 

ago, forcing expectant moth-
ers in the Northern Neck to 
travel to Richmond, Fred-
ericksburg or Williamsburg 
for delivery and postpartum 
care. Statewide, six hospi-
tals have recently closed 
their obstetric units. Most 
of these closures were due 
to increasing liability insur-
ance costs and low Medicaid 
reimbursements. 

The center will include 
four exam rooms, three 
birthing suites, an educa-
tion room, family room and 
offices on the first floor. The 
second floor will include two 
two-bedroom apartments for 
faculty housing. 

“There are certainly 
issues that know no partisan 
bounds,” said Del. Albert 
Pollard, “and quality health-
care is one.”

From left, Joe Schumacher, Shirley Dodson-McAdoo and 
Jim Allen display a mock $1.6 million check awarded to the 
Family Maternity Center of the Northern Neck as a low-
interest loan. Schumacher is the district director for Rep. 
Rob Wittman and Allen is with the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

New Maternity Center due 2009 delivery

Correction
An article appearing in the 

December 11 Rappahannock 
Record regarding Lights on the 
Creek failed to mention Rappa-
hannock River Yacht Club 
(RRYC) as a cosponsor. RRYC 
volunteers manned the boats 
and the dock, and all of the 
boats except the Christchurch 
School entry were RRYC 
boats.
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