
Folks gathered Saturday 
morning as the Kountry 
Kickers Cloggers per-
formed (above). Singers, 
musicians, storytellers 
and dancers, including a 
dancing dog, performed 
for the town’s annual 
Scottish Fest. While 
food and arts and craft 
vendors lined Augusta 
Street, north of down-
town antique cars drew 
visitors to the annual 
car show. Lancaster 
school bands also held 
band day to raise funds 
in conjunction with the 
car show and Scottish 
Festival celebrations. 
Bundled up and braving 
the chilliest day of fall 
so far, Jack Porter of Kilmarnock (right) put the finishing touches on a wooden fire 
truck kit, given away by Home Depot at the Scottish Fest. View a related slideshow 
at RRecord.com. (Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi)
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Two weeks left to double
free health clinic donations

 
With two weeks to go, the 

Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic has raised 85 percent of 
an Endowment Challenge that 
will double all donations, up to 
$500,000.

As of October 21, the clinic 
is about $75,000 short of its 
$500,000 goal.

“I am in awe of the generosity 
and true compassion of this 
community, which has pulled 
together in the midst of these 
tough financial times to help our 
neighbors in need,” said executive 
director Jean Nelson.

“We are so close to achieving 
our goal. We just need to stretch 
ourselves these next two weeks 
and remember that a healthy 
community benefits all of us,” said 
Nelson.

The deadline for the Endowment 
Challenge is October 31.

To make a contribution, contact the clinic at P.O. Box 
1694, Kilmarnock, VA, 22482, 435-0575, or nnfhc.com.

by Reid Pierce-Armstrong
LOTTSBURG—Several 

days after taking his story to 
a Richmond television news 
station, an outraged father 
appeared before the Northum-
berland school board Monday 
night to seek justice for his 
daughter who was 
attacked by a fellow 
classmate. 

Robert Martin of 
Heathsville claims 
that his daughter was 
struck in the back of 
the head with a dead-
bolt combination lock 
in a Northumberland 
High School hallway 
September 17 after 
what apparently began as a 
dispute over a pair of gym 
shorts among a group of fresh-
men and sophomore girls and 
quickly escalated.

The incident was caught on 
the school’s security cameras 
and the assailant was sus-
pended from school for the 
remainder of the semester, said 
superintendent Clint Stables. 

But the father remains 
concerned that his daugh-
ter’s attacker will be allowed 
to return to school too soon, 
and that several other stu-
dents involved in the incident 

were not reprimanded harshly 
enough. 

Martin claims to have spoken 
to eyewitnesses who saw the 
assailant remove the lock from 
her school locker prior to strik-
ing his daughter in the head. 
He added that his daughter’s 

doctor said the open wound 
could not have been caused by 
an open hand alone. 

But, Stables said that the 
school resource officer and 
school administrators have 
closely reviewed security tapes 
and cannot find evidence of 
a weapon of any sort in the 
assailant’s hand. 

“She didn’t fall down. She 
didn’t turn around. She felt the 
back of her head and then got 
on the bus and went home. The 
parents didn’t take her to the 
doctor until the next morning 
when she started complaining 

of a headache,” he said.
Stables said he does not 

underestimate the seriousness 
of the offense. 

“While we were not able to 
confirm the use of a weapon, 
it was clearly a very violent, 
premeditated and unprovoked 

hit,” he said, and it 
led to a severe pun-
ishment. 

Martin said the girls 
belong to a “group of 
young ladies who are 
holding the whole 
school system hos-
tage,” through bully-
ing and threats. 

He criticized the 
school system for its 

“obvious laxity ... in regards to 
violent student behavior.”

Generally, the school board 
does not expel students for 
violence on a first offense, 
Stables said.

Martin called on the board 
to enforce zero tolerance for 
violent behavior. 

He is threatening to sue the 
assailant’s parents for dam-
ages and has said that he will 
take his case to the Virginia 
State Board of Education if the 
school board lets his daugh-
ter’s attacker return to the high 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commis-
sion will meet tonight (October 
23) for another public hearing 
on an amendment to the zoning 
ordinance regarding dog kennels. 
The commission will convene at 
7 p.m. in the courts building at 
39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.

The commission will discuss 
definitions for commercial and 
private kennels, allowing both 
as conditional use permits rather 
than special exceptions, and will 
outline what zoning districts 
are appropriate for each kind of 
kennel. 

The commission also will 
discuss specific criteria such as 
lighting and supervision of the 
kennels and possible maximum 
numbers, hours of operation and 
types of enclosures that may be 
appropriate. 

by Reid Pierce-Armstrong
KILMARNOCK—With 

general election day less than 
two weeks away, voters are 
swarming the local voter reg-
istrars’ offices to cast their 
absentee ballots. November 1 
is the last day to vote by absen-
tee ballot in person. 

Lancaster County registrar 
Peggy Harding said her office 
has been “swamped” with 
absentee voters this week, 
and Northumberland registrar 
Kathy Goddard was almost too 
busy to talk Tuesday.  

To cast an absentee ballot in 
person, a voter must be physi-
cally unable to vote in person 
at their precinct on November 
4, either due to work or travel. 

The voter registrars’ offices 
are open weekdays from 8:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on Satur-
days, October 25, and Novem-
ber 1, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Mailed ballots have to be 
ordered no later than October 
28 and must be in the regis-
trar’s office by the end of the 
day November 4. 
Turnout will be high

On election day, Virginia is 
anticipating record turnout due 
to the largest number of voter 
registrations ever, and expec-
tations are no different in Lan-
caster and Northumberland 
counties. 

Lancaster County has reg-
istered slightly more than 500 
new voters in the past year, 
and more than 300 of those 
registered in the past month, 
said Harding. A total of 8,887 
people are registered to vote 

in the November 4 election in 
Lancaster County. 

“We started getting very 
busy about two months ago 
with registrations and the final 
day was  unbelievable,” Hard-
ing said.

Northumberland County 
registered some 475 new 
voters since last year for a total 
of 9,279 people. 

“It was busy right up to the 
last day,” Goddard said.  

Since January, Virginia has 
had a net gain of 436,000 new 
voters according to the Vir-
ginia State Board of Elections. 
Nearly 40 percent will be under 
the age of 25 on election day, 
according to the state board of 
elections, and females repre-
sent the majority of the newly 
registered voters. 

by Audrey Thomasson
RICHMOND—For the few 

citizens still clinging to the idea 
of a new bridge to replace the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge, last week’s announce-
ment of cuts of up to $2.6 bil-
lion out of Virginia’s six-year 

transportation spending dashed 
all remaining hope. 

While a new bridge is out 
of the picture for the imme-
diate future, planned repairs 
to the Norris Bridge for 2009 
are still on the books, accord-
ing to VDOT resident admin-

istrator Sean Trapani.
“Funding is in place and 

we’re moving ahead,” Trapani 
said last week.

Other transportation projects 
scheduled on the six-year plan 
may be cut, Trapani noted. 

L A N C A S T E R — “ T h e 
phones have been ringing for 
two days,” said Commissioner 
of the Eevenue, George E. 
“Sonny” Thomas on Tuesday. 

The barrage of calls to the 
county offices this week was 
the result of citizens receiving 
this year’s property tax bills 
which went out in the mail last 
Friday. By Monday morning, 
the county was inundated with 
complaints.

“It’s too late to call and com-
plain. The time to call was when 
the reassessments were done,” 
Thomas said.

The bills reflect changes in the 
tax rate as well as new assess-
ments, Thomas explained. In 
June, the board of supervisors 
reduced the county tax base 
from $0.53 to $0.42 per $100 
of assessed value to equalize 
property reassessments that 
increased as much as fifty per-
cent, according to Thomas.

“It’s roughly a 20 percent 
reduction in the (tax) rate while 
assessments are up 30 percent 
overall,” Thomas said. 

Waterfront property owners 

will see the largest increase in 
the bills while most citizens 
will average a 10 to 15 percent 
increase, he said.
Northumberland bills

Northumberland County real 
estate and personal property tax 
bills also were recently mailed.

“Taxpayers may notice two 
changes this year,” said Trea-
surer Ellen Booker Kirby.

First, since Northumberland 
County eliminated the require-
ment to display a vehicle license 
decal, the license fee is now 
billed as part of the personal 
property tax, she said. The fee, 
which is applied to all licensed 
vehicles, is $25 ($18 for motor-
cycles). All vehicles owned on 
January 1 are taxed for the full 
calendar year.  

Second, 2008 real estate 
tax bills reflect a new tax rate 
of 40 cents per $100 assessed 
value as approved by the board 
of supervisors in June, said 
Kirby.

Taxes are due December 5 
and payments must be post-
marked on or before this dead-
line to avoid late fees, she said.

Community celebrates local heritage

2008 tax bills
reflect changes

2008 Homecoming royalty
From left, presiding over Lancaster High School’s 
homecoming court last Saturday were queen Brit-
tany Levere and king Jordan Curry. The two were 
crowned during halftime ceremonies of Lancaster’s 
29-22 overtime win over Rappahannock. The show 
also included a performance by the Lancaster High 
School marching band and dancers from Miss Lin-
da’s School of Dance. For more game coverage, see 
page B11. (Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi)

Absentee ballots 
due by November 1;
record voter turnout 
expected at the polls

Hearings
to address
dog kennels

Bridge replacement sinking;
repair projects remain afloat

Parent seeks zero tolerance
for violent student behavior

“You cannot throw a kid away. 
We need to work with this kid, 
teach her to be a good adult. 
We want to try to save these 
kids.”

—Coach Jim Long 

(continued on page A14)
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SWANK’S ON MAIN: Continental 
dining experience located down-
town at 36 N. Main Street. Enjoy 
dishes with a southern fl air in a 
warm and inviting atmosphere 
with full bar and an extensive wine 
list.  Open for lunch Saturday and 
brunch Sunday 11-2pm. Dinner 
Monday-Saturday 5pm-closing, 
full bar, outside seating weather 
permitting. 804-436-1010.

TALK OF THE TOWN COFFEE 
HOUSE: Featuring a wide selection 
of gourmet coffees. Freshly pre-
pared pastries, wraps and salads. 
Delicious ice cream. 41 S. Main 
St., Kilmarnock 436-TALK (8255). 
Open 7 days a week.

THE TAVERN RESTAURANT:     
Exceptional comfort food in 
lovingly restored Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern, Heathsville. 
Homemade breads, soups, des-
serts, & more. Local seafood & 
produce featured. Lunch & Din-
ner, Wed-Sat. 580-7900.

TOWN BISTRO: Casual upscale 
dining in an intimate setting. Fea-
turing a Seasonal Menu of locally 
inspired dishes. Open Kitchen. Full 
Bar. Dinner Only. Chef owned 
and operated. 62 Irvington Road, 
Kilmarnock. 435-0070. 

U P P ER DEC K C R AB & RI B 
HOUSE: Featuring fresh local 
seafood in an inviting riverfront 
atmosphere. Thurs. 4-8pm, Friday 
5-10pm,  Sat.  12pm-10pm, Sun. 
11am-5pm. 1947 Rocky Neck 
Road, Mollusk,VA. Near Lively. 
462-7400.

WILLABY’S: Comfortable casual 
atmosphere. Featuring daily chef’s 
specials, gourmet burgers & delec-
table desserts. Eat in or carry out 
available. Monday-Saturday 11-3. 
Items available for take home until 
4:00. White Stone. (L) 435-0044.

BUENOS NACHOS MEXICAN 
GRILL: Delicious Mexican fare in an 
exciting atmosphere. Outdoor seat-
ing available. Mon.-Thurs. 11:00am-
8:30pm. Fri. & Sat. 11:00am-9pm. 
Sunday 11am-3pm. 45 S Main St. 
Kilmarnock. 435-6262.

DIXIE DELI: Family owned and 
operated (forever!) Serving lunch 5 
days a week, Mon-Fri., 10:30-3:00, 
Subs, soup, our famous potato & 
chicken salad and sandwiches, 
50 Irvington Rd., Kilmarnock 
435-6745.

LEE’S RESTAURANT: Hometown 
cooking and atmosphere in a 
popular downtown Kilmarnock 
tradition. Full menu, fresh local 
seafood in season, homemade pies 
made daily, Beer & Wine on prem-
ises. (B,L,D) Main St. Kilmarnock, 
435-1255

SAL’S PIZZA:Pizza, Subs, Burg-
ers, Dinners, Beer & Wine. Large 
parties welcome. Dine in; carry 
out. 456 N. Main St., Kilmarnock. 
435-6770, 435-1384. 

HORN HARBOR HOUSE SEA-
FOOD RESTAURANT: 836 Horn 
Harbor Rd., Burgess, VA 22432, 
804-453-3351; Come by Land or by 
Sea: Hours: Dinner: Wed., Thurs., 
Sun., 5-9 pm; Fri., Sat. 5-10 pm; 
Nightly Specials, Fresh Seafood 
and Hand cut steaks, full menu 
available in lounge and deck Wed. 
- Sun. (Weather Permitting)

SANDPIPER RESTAURANT: Est. 
1982. Casual relaxed dining with 
friendly service. Featuring nightly 
specials, charbroiled steaks and 
fresh seafood dishes. Full menu. (D) 
Route 3, White Stone. 435-6176.

ST ANDREWS GRILL AT THE 
TARTAN GOLF CLUB
Open daily 11-3; Closed Tuesday. 
Daily Specials. Homemade Soups, 
Salads, Seafood and Sandwiches. 
Call 438-6009 

THE  STEAMBOAT RESTAU-
RANT: Enjoy casual dining while 
overlooking the beautiful Pianka-
tank River Golf Club. We offer a 
traditional lunch menu, gourmet 
and traditional evening menus and 
Sunday Brunch selections. Open 
Tues.-Sat., 11:00 am - 2:30 pm, 
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. evenings 5:30 
pm - 9:00 pm, and Sunday Brunch 
10:30 am - 2:00 pm. Banquets, 
functions and group outings also 
available. Call 776-6589 (Reserva-
tions suggested). Located off Rt. 33 
at 629, Hartfi eld, Va.

Your guide to the most delicious food & tastiest treats 
in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula.

Open 7 days a week.

permitting. 804-436-1010.

ner, Wed-Sat. 580-7900.

- Sun. (Weather Permitting)

Route 3, White Stone. 435-6176.

Call 438-6009 

435-6770, 435-1384. 

Call 
435-1701 

to join 
the Record’s 

Dining Guide

SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

Located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

Under New 
Management:
Scott Cleaton, 

Managing 
Director

SUN. OCT. 26

SAT. OCT. 25FRI. OCT. 24
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL (G)
12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:50
SAW V (R)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:25, 9:35
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES (PG13)
12:30, 2:50, 5:00, 7:35, 9:55
MAX PAYNE (PG13)
1:00, 3:00, 5:10, 7:20, 9:30
BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (PG)
1:00, 3:00, 5:05, 7:15, 9:15

MON.-THURS. OCT. 27-30

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL (G)
5:10, 7:30, 9:50
SAW V (R)
5:20, 7:25, 9:35
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES (PG13)
5:00, 7:35, 9:55
MAX PAYNE (PG13)
5:10, 7:20, 9:30
BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (PG)
5:05, 7:15, 9:15

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL (G)
12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30
SAW V (R)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:25
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES (PG13)
12:30, 2:50, 5:00, 7:35
MAX PAYNE (PG13)
1:00, 3:00, 5:10, 7:20
BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (PG)
1:00, 3:00, 5:05, 7:15

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL (G)
7:00
SAW V (R)
7:00
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES (PG13)
7:00
MAX PAYNE (PG13)
7:00
BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (PG)
7:00

(804) 693-2770 
(804) 693-7766HILLSIDE CINEMA

Visit us at www.hillsidecinema.com for show times. 
To print money-saving coupon click on certificate then free stuff icon.

Students, Senior Cit izen & Active Mil itary $4.00 for al l  shows
Children under 2yrs. (any show) FREE/Children 2 to16yrs. (any show) $4.00

**Shows in parentheses ( ) al l  seats $4.00/Adults al l  shows on & after 6pm $5.50**

Admission, Medium Drink and Medium Popcorn are all for  $6.00Monday - Ladies Special

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3 (G)
1Hrs. 40 Min. 
Fri. (4:30), 6:30, 8:30
Sat. (2:00, 4:00), 6:00, 8:00
Sun. (2:00, 4:00), 6:00
Mon.-Thurs. (5:30), 7:30

MAX PAYNE (PG13)
1 Hr. 40 Min.  
Fri.  (4:45), 6:45, 8:45
Sat.  (2:15, 4:15), 6:15, 8:15
Sun.  (2:15, 4:15), 6:15
Mon.-Thurs. (5:45), 7:45

donk’s
THEATER

IN MATHEWS, VA
Phone (804) 725-7760

VIRGINIA’S  Lil Ole Opry presents:

Hee Haw
Opry Style

 
  PLUS  

 
  

 

TICKETS: 
Country Casuals, Mathews 725-4050

Carolina Bar-B-Q, Gloucester Pt. 684-2450 
Lynne’s Family Restaurant, Mathews 725-9996

The Seabreeze Restaurant, Gwynn’s Island 725-4000
The Mathews County Visitor Center, Mathews 725-4229

N&N Services, Woods Cross Roads, Gloucester 693-7614
Marketplace Antiques, White Marsh, Gloucester 694-0544

For Information and Reservations 725-7760
Website: www.donkstheater.com

ROUTE 198 at HUDGINS

Broken Consort to perform
The Broken Consort will perform October 26 at 4 p.m. The 
concert is sponsored by the Rappahannock Music Study 
Club and hosted by Rappahannock Westminster-Canter-
bury. From left are trio members Celeste Gates, clarinet, 
Todd Barnes, piano and Margaret Lawyer, viola.

Northern Neck Montessori School

BIG

and

Bake Sale
The Youth Club Building at the Ball Park Rain or Shine

October
23 Thursday 
Bingo is played at 7 p.m. at 
American Legion Post 86 on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmrnock.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
A Mahjong Marathon will be 
held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Woman’s Club of White 
Stone. Come and go at will. 
Breakfast and lunch. $15 per 
player. For reservations, call 
435-1498.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377.
Paid Holiday will be featured 
in the Seven martini bar at the 
White Stone Event Center from 
8:30 to 11:30 p.m. 435-2300.
Acoustic Night at Cruisers 
Sports Bar in Gloucester. 693-
6246.
A Grief Support Group meets 
at 2 p.m. at Henderson United 
Methodist Church near Callao.
The Northern Neck Cultural 
Landscape Symposium 
will open at Stratford Hall 
Plantation and continue 
through Sunday, October 27. 
Lectures and visits to various 
historical structures in the 
Northern Neck with scholars. 
Offered in cooperation with the 
University of Mary Washington 
and the Menokin Foundation.
A Spaghetti Dinner will be 
served by the Youth Club of 
Lancaster County from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the Hayden Building 
at Dream Fields. $8 adults, $6 
students. 
Charlottesville Author Tim 
Lewis will present a poetry 
reading from The Virginiad, A 
People’s History of Virginia in 
Poetry at 7 p.m. October 23 at 
the Northumberland County 
Library in Heathsville.
The Planning Commission 
for Nortumberland County 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
courts building at 39 Judicial 
Place in Heathsville. A hearing 
will be held on proposed 
amendments adding 
commercial kennel and 
private kennel to the zoning 
ordinance.

24 Friday 
Bingo will be played at the 
new firehouse in Lively at 7 
p.m.
Joey and the Jammers will 
be featured at Savannah Joe’s 
in Kilmarnock from 6:30 to 
10:30 p.m. $8. 435-6000.
Mr. Entertainment-Glen 
Abbott, will be featured at 
Kentucky Fried Chicken on 
Route 17 near the old Wal-
Mart shopping center in 
Gloucester from 5 to 9 p.m. 
Join in the “Chicken Dance” at 
7 p.m.
A Haunted Evening: Curse of 
the Waterman will begin at 7 
p.m. at Belle Isle State Park. 
$5 per victim. Recommended 
for folks older than age 
6. Reservations required. 
Sponsored by Friends of Belle 
Isle State Park. Call 462-5030.
Celebrate Recovery will meet 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the White 
Stone Church of the Nazarene 
Family Life Center at 57 Whisk 
Drive. 435-98886.
The Square Pegs will host a 
dance at 7 p.m. at Fairfields 
United Methodist Church in 
Burgess.  $10 couple. 580-
7802

25 Saturday 
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377,
Guitarist Stephen Bennett 
will present a Farmhouse 
Concert at the home of 
Mary Beane in Miskimon. 
Depending upon interest, 
shows will be at 4 and 8:30 
p.m. $15 is payable at the 
door. Dessert and coffee, 
tea or water included. 
Reservations required, 
farmhouse_concerts@hotmail.
com.
NetCruisers  Cafe will host  
an open mic and band  night 
from 6:45 to 9:15 p.m. 
Musicians will include Alan 
Sobel, Alice Hershiser and  
other  musical mystery guests.   
Folk, Celtic, Irish. $3. Reserve 
seats at  462-7711.
Banu Gibson and the New 
Orleans Hot Jazz will perform 
in the Robinson/Olsson Civic 
Auditorium in West Point at 7 
p.m. as part of the Arts Alive 
concert series. $25 admission. 
843-3475.
Shelf Life will be featured at 
The Mooring Restaurant at 
Port Kinsale Marina in Kinsale 
at 8 p.m.
Hee Haw Opry Style will be 
presented at 8 p.m. at Donk’s 
Theater in Mathews. $12 
adults; $2 kids. 725-2766. 
www,donkstheater.com.
Cover Up band will perform at 
Coles Point Tavern in Hague at 
9 p.m. 472-3856.
The Northern Neck 
Orchestra under the direction 
of Guy Hayden will present 
a POPS Concert,”Broadway 
Meets Opera” at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock. Tickets 
can be purchased at Twice 
Told Tales and the Antique 
Gallery in Kilmarnock, and the 
White Stone Pharmacy, White 
Stone.
The Runaway String Band 
will perform swing, old-time 
and bluegrass music at 8 
p.m. at the Southwind Cafe 
in Mathews. Free admission; 
families welcome. 725-2766.
A Haunted Evening: Curse of 
the Waterman will begin at 7 
p.m. at Belle Isle State Park. 
$5 per victim. Recommended 
for folks older than age 
6. Reservations required. 
Sponsored by Friends of Belle 
Isle State Park. Call 462-5030.

25 Saturday
The Deltaville Farmers’ 
Market will be from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Yates House 
Community Arts Center on 
Route 33 in Deltaville. There 
will be an Antique Car Show. 
815-3489. 
An Oyster Roast will be 
held from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
Morattico Waterfront Museum 
pavilion. Bring your own oyster 
knife. The menu will include 
roasted oysters, raw oysters, 
hot dogs, clam chowder, bean 
soup, soft drinks and water. 
Beer and wine will be available 
for purchase. Tickets are $25. 
Call 462-5101.
A Fall Festival will be held at 
White Stone United Methodist 
Church from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
to benefit the Family Maternity 
Center of the Northern Neck. 
Arts, crafts, a silent auction of 
exhibitor-donated items, free 
senior citizen IDs sponsored 
by Lancaster Union Masonic 
Lodge 88 of Kilmarnock, 
children’s activities, a bake 
sale and homemade carry-out 
Brunswick stew. Sponsored 
by White Stone Baptist Church 
and White Stone UMC.
Historical Haunts will be 
featured at Stratford Hall 
Plantation in Westmoreland 
County. Ghost stories, 
activities and refreshments.
The George Washington 
Birthplace National 
Monument 4-H Heritage 
Club will host activities typical 
of a 1732 plantation getting 
ready for winter from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Demonstrations 
will include blacksmithing, 
hearth cooking, spinning and 
weaving.
The Hallowed Ground 
Haunted House behind 
the Hartfield Volunteer Fire 
Department at Routes 3 and 
33 in Middlesex County will 
be open from dark to 10 
p.m. $5. Free parking at the 
Hartfield Park-n-Ride. No one 
under age 12 will be admitted 
without a parent or guardian.
Charlottesville Author Tim 
Lewis will present a poetry 
reading from The Virginiad, 
A People’s History of Virginia 
in Poetry at 10:30 a.m. 
October 25 at the Lancaster 
Community Library in 
Kilmarnock.  
Create For Haven Sake, a 
benefit bazaar and raffle, will 
be held at the St. Margaret’s 
School gym on Water Street in 
Tappahannock from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m.
The Northern Neck Foster 
Parent Program will have a 
Children’s Health and Safety 
fair at Lowes in Tappahannock 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

25 Saturday 
A Fish Fry will be held by 
the Men’s Ministry at Calvary 
Baptist Church at 390 East 
Church Street in Kilmarnock at 
10 a.m. $10.
A Yard/Bake Sale will be held 
by The Virginia /Calvary Club 
at Calvary Baptist Church 
at 390 East Church Street in 
Kilmarnock at 10 a.m.
 Kilmarnock Farmers’ 
Market will be held from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at First and 
Main streets. 435-2850, ext. 
6031.

26 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
holds its lunch brunch at the 
Pilot House Restaurant in 
Topping immediately following 
church services.
Mr. Entertainment-Glen 
Abbott, will be featured at 
Kentucky Fried Chicken in 
Kilmarnock from 5 to 9 p.m.
The Broken Consort will 
present a concert at 4 
p.m. at  Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury. The 
free concert is sponsored by 
the Rappahannock Music 
Study Club. 
The Rappahannock Concert 
Association will present 
harpist Anita Burroughs-Price 
and violinist Brian Reagin at 
7:30 p.m. at Warsaw Baptist 
Church. $20 each. Tickets may 
be available at the door, or call 
Betsey Fountain at 493-9522.
The George Washington 
Birthplace National 
Monument 4-H Heritage 
Club will host activities typical 
of a 1732 plantation getting 
ready for winter from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.  Demonstrations 
will include blacksmithing, 
hearth cooking, spinning and 
weaving. Admission is $4 per 
visitor ages 16 and older.

27 Monday 
The Historyland Community 
Workshop volunteer craft 
group meets at the Lancaster 
Woman’s Club from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Brown bag lunch. New 
members welcome.
The Capitol Steps will 
perform for the On Stage 
concert series sponsored 
by the Rappahannock 
Foundation for the Arts. The 
show will begin at 8 p.m. at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock. For 
ticket availability, call the box 
office at 435-0292, or visit 
rappahannockfoundation.org.
A Candlelight Vigil for 
domestic violence victims and 
survivors will be held from 6 
to 7 p.m. at the Rappahanock 
Church of Christ on Route 360 
in Haynesville.
The Human Rights 
Committee for the Middle 
Peninsula and Northern 
Neck will meet at 1 p.m. at 
Brambles at 367 Main Street in 
Mathews.
The Kilmarnock Town 
Council will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the Lancaster Community 
Library in Kilmarnock. 
Hearings will be held on 
proposed ordinances 
regarding the tethering of dogs 
and the designation of private 
roads and parking lots as 
highways for law enforcement 
purposes.

(continued on page A3)
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

BRAND NEW
“The Ruby Princess”

newest in the fleet of Princess cruisers

Join us for an exciting 7 night Caribbean cruise
Round trip from Ft. Lauderdale

Balcony staterooms starting at only $1250*
*Rates are per person based on double occupancy, includes government fees, taxes 

& a fuel supplement charge of $23. Subject to change. Ships registry: Bermuda

is relocating 
from 53 Cralle Court 

to the former Arby’s adjoining 
Chubby’s on October 27.

We’re celebrating 
our 5th anniversary!

Come check out the new decor!
Jae Hollandsworth George & Kurt Kammeter

Featuring this week

Appetizers
Winter Squash Bisque

Fois Gras Torchon with Plum Chutney
Pear & Arugula Salad

Entrees
Pan Seared Chesapeake Rockfish

with Roasted Autumn Vegetables, Dried Cherries, Pine Nuts & Aged Balsamic

Bavarian Chicken
Free Range Breast with Apple-Sausage Stuffing & Braised Red Cabbage

Pork Tenderloin Medallion & Cider Cured Pork Belly
with Fingerling Potato and Surry Sausage Hash

Desserts
Pumpkin Cheesecake with Cranberry Compote

Tiramisu Parfait
Selection of Ice Creams

$44 plus tax and gratuity or $66 Paired with Wine 
Reservations are appreciated

480 King Carter Drive     Irvington, VA  22480       804.438.4440
www.tidesinn.com

Three-Course Menu Offering!
This week we feature local Fall favorites 
with our three-course fixed price menu 
available Thursday to Sunday. Our a la 
carte menu is available seven days a week. 

Tides Inn Executive Chef T.V. Flynn

Halloween Party
at the

 white Stone 
      Event center
    Friday, october 31st

Cash prizes for best costumes @ 11pm
$10 cover charge

ANOTHER LEVEL 
is known as one of the region’s hottest bands. Each 

member has toured with top name stars from Patti Labelle, 
James Brown, Earth Wind and Fire, Harold Melvin and the 

Blue Notes and many others! 

White Stone        Event Center
606 Chesapeake Drive in White Stone

www.WhiteStoneEventCenter.com
435-2300

The finest in Interior Design

Brocante
Home
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SALE ENDS OCTOBER 31ST

SIGNIFICANT SAVINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE SHOP

Support 
small 

businesses

6th Year
Anniversary 

Sale

Students to perform
 Five Lancaster High School students will perform in the 
Northern Neck Orchestra’s POPS Concert, “Broadway 
Meets Opera,” Saturday, October 25, at 7:30 p.m., at Lan-
caster Middle School Theater. From left are Mathew Stevens, 
Carol Davis, Grace Perkins, Connor Ferrand and Phillip 
Humphreys. Tickets can be purchased at Twice Told Tales, 
Kilmarnock; the Kilmarnock Antique Gallery, White Stone 
Pharmacy, or by calling 436-9027. If available, tickets may 
be purchased at the door.

28 Tuesday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Weems. 
462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.         
The Tavern Quilt Guild meets 
at 10 a.m. in the transportation 
building at Rice’s Hotel/ 
Hughlett’s Tavern in Heathsville.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377.
Mystery/Suspense Writer 
Del Staecker will review two 
of his books for the Books 
Alive program at 7 p.m. at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library, The books are The 
Muted Mermaid and its sequel, 
Shaved Ice.
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury (RW-C) will 
present Voyages for aging 
adults to think about their 
futures from spiritual, 
social, physical and legal 
perspectives. The program will 
be held from 8:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and include a continental 
breakfast, refreshment breaks 
and lunch. For reservations, 
call 438-4000. 

29 Wednesday
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.

29 Wednesday
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 2 p.m. at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church 
in Kilmarnock. 453-2633.
Al-Anon meets at noon at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
Acoustic Night at Damon & 
Company in Gloucester. 693-
7218.
Goin’ Batty at Belle Isle 
State Park from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Short hike with a ranger. $3 
per person, or $8 per family. 
Reservations required. 462-
5030.

30 Thursday
Bingo is played at 7 p.m. at 
American Legion Post 86 on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmrnock.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377.
Acoustic Night at Cruisers 
Sports Bar in Gloucester. 693-
6246.
The Board of Supervisors for 
Lancaster County will meet  at 
7 p.m.
Paid Holiday will be featured 
in the Seven martini bar at the 
White Stone Event Center from 
8:30 to 11:30 p.m. 435-2300.
A Grief Support Group meets 
at 2 p.m. at Henderson United 
Methodist Church near Callao.

(Submit calendar items to 
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

Upcoming

The Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum will hold its 19th 
annual oyster roast from 2 to 5 
p.m. November 8.

 Tickets can be purchased in 
advance for $30 each by call-
ing the museum at 453-6529 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. on 
weekdays, or at the museum on 
weekends between 10:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Tickets are limited 
to 1,000. If they are still available 
on the day of the event, they can 
be purchased at the gate for $35. 

 Included in the ticket price 
will be raw and roasted oysters, 
barbecue, hot dogs, bean soup, 
clams, chicken wings and des-
serts. Beer and wine will be sold 
and musical entertainment will 
be provided.

Proceeds benefi t the museum 
and all the many exhibits, the 
educational programs for chil-
dren and adults, the boat building 
workshops, the model railroad and 
other programs that the museum 
provides to the community. 

In October, The Haven Shelter 
and Services Inc., marks Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month as 
part of recognition ceremonies 
and other awareness-raising activ-
ities across Virginia and nation-
wide. The Haven is the principal 
agency providing assistance to 
domestic violence survivors in 
Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Richmond, Westmoreland and 
Essex counties.

“Many of our community are 
not aware of the extent of inti-
mate partner violence around us,” 
said volunteer Barbara Shine. 
“Over the last fi ve months, The 
Haven has provided shelter and 
other assistance to an average of 
11 women and 13 children each 
month. Services for sheltered 
victims include room and board, 
safety planning, case manage-
ment, a weekly support group 
and counseling for both adults 
and children. The Haven staff and 
volunteers are committed to help-
ing victims of abuse fi nd the best 
individual solutions.”

A major fund-raiser is set for 
October 25, from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The fourth annual Create for 
Haven Sake bazaar will be held 
at St. Margaret’s School gymna-
sium in Tappahannock. Hand-
crafted items, collectibles and 
baked goods will be available for 
purchase. The high point of this 
year’s event will be a raffl e draw-
ing at 1:45 p.m. Three locally 

made quilts will be awarded to 
winning ticket holders. Tickets 
for the drawing will be available 
until mid-day October 25.

Another annual event for 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month is a candlelight vigil that 
honors survivors of domestic 
violence as well as victims who 
did not survive their trauma. This 
year’s vigil will feature music 
by the Rappahannock Church 
of Christ orchestra, singing by 
Marilyn Tolson Carter, a survivor 
speakout, and poetry reading as 
candles are lighted from hand to 
hand.

The candlelight vigil will be 
held Monday, October 27, from 
6 to 7 p.m. at the Rappahannock 
Church of Christ on Route 360 in 
Haynesville. The public is urged 
to attend. 

People needing assistance from 
The Haven can call 1-800-224-
2836.

Just in time for Halloween, 
mystery/suspense writer Del 
Staecker will review two of his 
books for the Books Alive pro-
gram at 7 p.m. Tuesday, October 
28, at the Northumberland Public 
Library. The books are The Muted 
Mermaid and its sequel, Shaved 
Ice.

Discussion, book signing, 
and refreshments will follow the 
review. The Northumberland 
Public Library is on Route 360 in 
Heathsville. 

The Muted Mermaid intro-
duces Staecker’s unlikely hero, 
Ledge Trabue, a self-educated, 
self-reliant genius whose past 
included the military and some 
hard knocks. Ending a vacation, 
Trabue fi nds the body of a dead 
woman fl oating next to his boat. 
The police rule it a suicide. The 
woman’s father accuses Trabue 
of murder. The hero has to get to 
the truth and, in doing so, uncov-
ers the corruption in the city. 
Shaved Ice picks up the story 
and pits Trabue and his friend 
Albert Bryan against the forces 
of evil.

Staecker started writing at age 
53, after retiring and overcom-
ing a string of personal disasters, 
including a bout with cancer. He 
made his way to a remote cottage 
in Idaho and began what he calls, 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) of Northumberland/
Lancaster counties will host a volunteer recognition program 
Monday, October 27, at Wicomico Episcopal Church Parish 
House in Wicomico Church.

The theme will be “Importance of Volunteers.” In addition to 
the recognition of outstanding volunteers, Extension agents will 
present highlights of the VCE programs.. State Extension leader-
ship council representative Anne Geyer will serve as Commen-
tary Speaker.

Keynote speakers will be Lancaster Middle School assis-
tant principal Patricia Means and Northeast Virginia Coopera-
tive Extension Disrict community viability specialist Dr. Jonah 
Fogel.

The 2008 Outstanding 4-H Teen Counselors will be honored. 
The Bank of Essex Burgess branch, EVB of Callao,Chesapeake 
Bank Lively branch and Bank of Lancaster, Kilmarnock, will be 
recognized for supporting this program. It is expected that their 
representatives will be in attendance.

Invitations have been extended to members of the boards of 
supervisors of Northumberland and Lancaster counties. The 
public is invited to come at 7 p.m. and stay for dessert. RSVP by 
October 24 to 580-5694 or 462-5780.

Cooperative Extension
to recognize volunteers

The Haven plans to honor 
domestic violence victims

Mystery books to be 
reviewed for Halloween

Dale Staecker
telling a good story.

“I write stories about the things 
I know from what I’ve learned in 
the life I’ve lived,” he said.  

An admirer of Dashiell Ham-
mett and Elmore Leonard, 
Staecker wrote The Muted Mer-
maid in long hand. Like many 
writers, his characters are usually 
composites of real people he has 
known, both the good guys and 
the bad guys.  Although his books 
are basically “whodunits,” they 
contain social commentary.  

Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library, Books Alive is held 
on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month, except July, August and 
December.

Reedville oyster 
roast set Nov. 8



OpinionA4                              Rappahannock Record  •  Kilmarnock, VA   •  October 23, 2008 

Newsroom Staff:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, editor@rrecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, lvaldrighi@rrecord.com
Reid Pierce-Armstrong

extension 22, rarmstrong@rrecord.com
Alex Haseltine

extension 28, ahaseltine@rrecord.com
William R. Fix, copy editor

extension 24, editor@record.com
Correspondent:
Audrey Thomasson

athomasson@rrecord.com, 436-1904

Advertising Staff:
(address e-mail to mail@rrecord.com)

Sara Amiss, manager
extension 13

K.C. Troise, extension 19
Marilyn Bryant, extension 11
Joanna Hatch, extension 15

Production Staff:
(address e-mail to mail@rrecord.com
Wayne Smith, Mgr., extension 26

Sarah Bowis, extension 17
Susan Faulkner, extension 18

Joan Ramsay-Johnson, extension 17
Gloria Bosher, extension 17

Brenda Burtner, extension 16

Publishing/Business Staff:
Frederick A. Gaskins, president
extension 20, fgaskins@rrecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@ssentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, accounts payable

extension 21, koliver@rrecord.com
Kim Kent, accounts manager
extension 14, ardesk@rrecord.com

Ann Shelton, accounts manager
extension 12, mail@rrecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, circulation manager

extension 16, circulation@rrecord.com

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400,
Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $20
per year in the Northern Neck and Mid-
dlesex County; $28 per year elsewhere.
Single copy, $ .50.

Printed on
recycled paper.

Newsroom Staff:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

extension 25, editor@rrecord.com
 Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi,

extension 23, lvaldrighi@rrecord.com
Robb Hoff

extension 24, rhoff@rrecord.com
 Reid Armstrong,

extension 22, rarmstrong@rrecord.com
Katherine Shrader

extension 22, editor@rrecord.com
William R. Fix, copy editor,

extension 24, editor@rrecord.com
 Advertising Staff:

(address e-mail to mail@rrecord.com)
Linda Troise, mgr., extension 13

K.C. Troise, extension 19
Marilyn Bryant, extension 11

Chris McClintock, extension 15

Production Staff:
(address e-mail to mail@rrecord.com)
Wayne Smith, mgr., extension 17
Karyn M. Bristow, extension 17
Susan Faulkner, extension 18
Gloria Bosher, extension 17

Brenda Burtner, extension 16

Publishing/Business Staff:
Frederick A. Gaskins, president,
extension 20, fgaskins@rrecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, treasurer,

extension 21, fgaskins@rrecord.com
Gladys Larson, accounts mgr.,
extension 14, mail@rrecord.com
Ann Shelton, accounts mgr.,
extension 12, mail@rrecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, circulation manager,

extension 16, mail@rrecord.com

All items submitted for publication are
subject to inclusion in digital or other
electronic formats for use in other Rap-
pahannock Record products.

J. E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the
main phone number, 435-1701, and then
the employee's extension when
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

Rappahannock
ecord

Subscriptions (payable in advance): 
$25 per year in the Northern Neck 

and Middlesex County; $36 per year 
elsewhere. Single copy: $.50.

by Robert Mason Jr.
Flipside.
Completing this love trilogy 

from The Flatlanders archives, 
there remains the love gone 
wrong song.

Still searching for the perfect 
love song to enhance my chances 
of finding a lifetime mate, 
true love and best friend, the 
love gone wrong song can’t be 
ignored. At my age, finding the 
perfect woman automatically 
comes with some baggage, mine 
and possibly hers.

Somewhere in her past, there’s 
probably a love gone wrong. 
Mine’s full of them. And the 
wide world of music is full of 
love gone wrong songs. 

The Flatlanders’ Now Again 
recordings feature a catchy 
number that more specifically 
addresses the love gone wrong 
that just won’t go away.

Here’s “I Thought the Wreck 
Was Over,” by Butch Han-
cock, Joe Ely and Jimmie Dale 
Gilmore:

“I thought the wreck was over
I thought the fire was out
I thought the storm had passed
and I was safe at last
I thought the wreck was over
but here she comes again.
Livin’ with her liked t’ killed 

me
Living without her might as 

well
At first, I thought I’d died and 

gone to heaven
In fact I had lived and gone 

to .... .
I thought the wreck was over
I thought the fire was out
I thought the storm had passed
and I was safe at last
I thought the wreck was over
but here she comes again.
They’ll tell you to expect the 

unexpected
But nobody ever tells you 

where it’s hid
I can’t tell you how many 

times she left me
I lost count the very first time 

that she did.
I thought I was movin’ fast and 

gettin’ stronger
I thought the coast was clearer
‘Til I looked in the mirror
And saw a set of skid marks 

gettin’ longer.
I thought the wreck was over
I thought the fire was out
I thought the storm had passed
and I was safe at last
I thought the wreck was over
but here she comes again.”

from Bob’s Almanac

by Henry Lane Hull

Last year we celebrated the Elder B.E.’s birth-
day, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and Saint Valentine’s Day with the addition 

to our family of a Welsh corgi, the personality of 
whom I have described previously. Her name is 
Lily and she is decidedly strong-willed, but very 
loving and devoted to her fellow family members, 
the human ones, that is. As to four-legged and 
avian members, she is quite frankly, bossy.

Corgis belong to the herding dog classification, 
and for good reason. Lily likes to keep everything 
in its place. My good wife observed that she even 
follows our example and covers her food when 
she is not eating it. Mostly, she is determined that 
all of the other animals must do what she wants, 
but she never is aggressive toward them, merely 
insistent. 

Now that she has passed her first birthday, we 
have taken the plunge and enrolled her in obedi-
ence class with the Northern Neck Kennel Club. 
The program is a seven-week course with gradua-
tion coming up next Monday. The curriculum has 
been quite positive and her responses have been 
satisfactory. We are hopeful that the experience 
of seeing other dogs being told to obey has struck 
home with her.

As the weeks have passed, the teachers have 
been weaning the pupils from doing what they 
are told for the reward of a treat, replacing the “t” 
word with positive reinforcement. In other words, 
making the dog obey, conform, behave, or simply 
agree, for reasons of respect and love, rather than 
for something tasty to eat. 

Over the past year we have found that Lily 
has two personalities: an indoor one and an out-
door one. Inside, she comes immediately, ears 
perked up, fully expecting that someone might 
have dropped a crumb, which she will be able to 
scarf up. Outside, the distractions of the goats, 
geese, ducks and chickens, not to mention Tom, 
the turkey, still are too great to get her full atten-
tion, but we are working on that area. Tom, 
for instance, likes to boss all the other critters 

around, but from Lily he takes direction. George, 
the obnoxious, domineering gander, moves away 
when Lily is present. We enjoy seeing his ego 
taken down a peg.

Corgis have huge, pointed ears, which always 
stay up to catch any sound waves coming their 
way, but when addressed in a kind manner, the 
ears come down, and a broad smile becomes the 
dominant facial feature. Family mealtimes are 
Lily’s favorite hours of the day. She radiates peace 
when she knows we are all together and she does 
not have to worry about who is missing from the 
table.

Our older dog, Blackie, was an honors graduate 
of obedience school before she came to live with 
us. She has endured the arrival of Lily with perspi-
cacity and tolerance. As long as she gets whatever 
the “dwarf dog” gets, she is happy. Most of the 
time she looks at Lily as a pal, but when she gets 
too far out of line, Blackie can let her know that 
she has had enough. At that point, it ends, at least 
for the time being, thus by no means has Blackie 
abdicated her role as the four-legged queen of the 
roost.

The word “corgi” has a simple meaning in 
Welsh, namely a dwarf dog. Anatomically, the 
corgi’s solid body seems as if it should have 
longer legs, but the short ones make the animal 
the perfect size for nipping the heals of wayward 
or recalcitrant cattle or sheep. A slight nip to a rear 
heal and a massive cow or stubborn sheep knows 
that it is licked. For her part, Lily sees every other 
being as a recipient of her largesse at being able to 
gift the individual with the benefit of her superior 
knowledge of how things should be done.

So Monday evening will be commencement. 
Lily will have completed the first cycle of train-
ing and will march down the grass course with 
increased confidence, as if she needed it, and will 
have a better understanding of how to take direc-
tion, that is, assuming she gets through her final 
exams, as I know from experience that she will 
pass her “orals.”

 More sobering news 
We are living through amaz-

ing and trying times. The proof is 
the fact that news which in other 
years would make the front page 
and get three days of follow up 
stories barely gets mentioned in 
the papers at all. Of many items 
in this category, I am writing of 
last week’s news release from 
Virginia’s Transportation Secre-
tary Pierce Homer.

On October 15, Secre-
tary Homer announced that 
transportation  revenues were 
expected to fall between $2.1 
and $2.6 billion over the next 
six years. Of course, this $2 bil-
lion plus is on top of the $1.1 
billion the Virginia Department 
of Transportation already cut 
from their six-year highway 
plan in June.  

Making a firm statement of 

the obvious, Secretary Homer 
said that VDOT “must make 
fundamental structural changes 
to transportation administration, 
services, programs and proj-
ects” to adjust for the long-term 
losses in revenue.

These cuts are anticipated to be 
permanent, reflecting a change 
in how VDOT operates and the 
services they will provide. The 
reason these are permanent cuts 
is because VDOT revenue is tied 
to the gas tax and a tax on the 
sale of new vehicles.  

As vehicles become more fuel 
efficient and people drive less, 
less revenue is generated and 
as the economy slides, people 
make do with their old cars even 
if they want to upgrade.

No one yet knows exactly 
what this means for local roads 
and projects. However, the press 

release indicated VDOT is just 
going to do the best they can 
to “live within [their] means,” 
something all Virginians can 
relate to.

However, saying that and 
actually doing that translates 
to making very tough choices. 
VDOT has already downsized 
about 20 percent of its work-
force, or 2,000 people, over the 
past six years. “Decreasing the 
size of their agency” means 
closing down maintenance 
shops,  consolidating residen-
cies and reducing services 
such as roadside maintenance, 
lighting, mowing and signs.

While safety, emergency 
response and maintenance of 
existing roadways will remain 
top VDOT priorities, we can 
be almost certain that new 
projects, such as replacing the 

I have had many calls, 
emails and letters recently 
about our financial downturn 
and the effect it is having on 
our state budget combined 
with the proposed budget cuts 
by Governor Kaine.   

 The governor has the execu-
tive authority to make these 
cuts when the legislature is out 
of session. He should have that 
authority in order to keep the 
state moving. Most of the con-
cerns that I have heard relate 
to cuts in education and public 
safety issues. I will resist cuts 
in both those areas. 

It is my belief that education 
and law enforcement are the 
backbone of any strong com-

munity. Everything else flows 
from those two core services. 
That said, we are in a signifi-
cant economic downturn and 
very tough choices will have 
to be made immediately by the 
governor and his staff and by 
the legislature when we return 
in January.

Unfortunately, I believe 
much of this could have been 
avoided. In February, my anal-
ysis of the Virginia budget was 
that it was unacceptable and 
based on unrealistic numbers 
for growth of over 6 percent in 
2010 when we were just over 2 
percent growth up to that time. 
The budget we voted on took 
$350 million out of the rainy 

day fund, made substantial 
cuts in basic aid to localities, 
at the same time it started new 
spending programs that we 
simply could not afford.  

As I said at the time, we 
needed to keep funding level 
and not take on additional 
spending. I was concerned that 
we had not seen the worst of 
this economic downturn and 
that overly optimistic income 
projections for the next two 
years would fall short and we 
could find ourselves in desper-
ate circumstances. That is why 
I voted against the budget.  

Unfortunately, this sce-
nario has played out exactly 
as I feared, only sooner. After 

only two months into the new 
budget, we find that projec-
tions are still worse than we 
thought. Now we have to make 
even tougher choices. In set-
ting the budget, we should be 
more conservative in our pro-
jections and much more con-
servative in our spending in 
order to make it through the 
downturns, which are, frankly, 
predictable.

Recently, former Secre-
tary of Finance Jody Wagner 
of the Kaine administration 
wrote that no one saw this $3 
billion dollar shortfall.  How-
ever, Wagner, who left her post 
before the news of the short-
fall was released, has forgotten 

that many of the Senators voted 
against the budget because it 
failed to consider a more real-
istic proposal that would have 
saved at least $1 billion over 
the biennium and kept us from 
withdrawing $350 million 
from the rainy day fund.  

At the end of the day, we find 
ourselves where we are. The 
only thing we can do, as I tell 
concerned constituents daily, is 
to buckle down and  live within 
our means until we make it 
through these hard times.

If I can be of service, call 
804 493-8892, write P. O. Box 
1146, Montross, VA 22520, or 
visit richard@stuartforsenate.
com.

(Reprints from the October 
23, 1908, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)

Fish and Oyster Notes
Dredging season opened 

October 15th in the Potomac 
River and Virginia waters with 
the largest fleet in years.

Some lawless tongers persist 
in trying to ruin the beds in the 
upper Corrotoman. One morn-
ing last week Inspector Dog-
gett planned a trap for them and 
caught two.
Big Fish Meeting

As a culmination of food-fish 
scarcity in our waters an adver-
tised meeting of the Legisla-
tive Committee of the Board of 
Trade was held Friday night in 
the Board’s handsome quarters 
in Norfolk. Every interest in 
fishing circles was represented, 
and the fishermen found ardent 
champions in the leading local 
men like Louis Feuerstien, Geo. 
McCoy, Chas. Colonna and 
others. Capts. Messick, Squires, 

Reed and Hinton with attorney 
Chinn, were in attendance.

As a result of the conference 
the Legislative Committee will 
meet from time to time to for-
mulate recommendations for 
the next Legislature. After the 
conference a number of the 
officers waited upon Fish Com-
missioner Lee and invited him 
to participate in their future 
deliberations and stated that 
his views would most prob-
ably be accepted by the Com-
mittee in its recommendations. 
They assured him that he had 
the sympathy of every man in 
the meeting save and except 
Mr. Walter Sharp, a gentleman 
agitator, who has written some 
rather rough letters to Governor 
Swanson, criticizing the Gov-
ernor and the Commission of 
Fisheries.

The joint committee heard 
at least a dozen persons dis-
cuss the reason why food-
fish and especially spots, are 
scarce, and whether or not 

menhaden fishing has any-
thing to do with it.

More than usual interest was 
manifested in the proceed-
ings when Hon. W. McDonald 
Lee, of Irvington, chairman of 
the State Board of Fisheries, 
declared that the allegations 
made in the public press of the 
State that the commission had 
failed to carry out the statutes 
were unfounded.

Mr. Lee said he had been 
indicted and tried without a 
hearing by the newspapers. “If 
the statement that I have failed 
to do my duty is proved, I will 
resign my position.” Continu-
ing, Mr. Lee said that not only 
were there no provisions in the 
statutes by which the violators 
of the present fish laws could be 
prosecuted, amendments made 
were blocked at the last session 
of the Legislature.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

State Senate Report by Sen. Richard H. Stuart

Delegate’s Report by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge, will be delayed. 

Significantly for some areas 
of the Northern Neck, com-
missioner Ekern noted that the 
cuts will entail an evaluation 
of current services “including 
ferries…for reduction or elimi-
nation, or provided through self-

sustaining fees.”  Over the next 
few months, the new numbers 
will be crunched and recom-
mendations will be made to the 
Commonwealth Transportation 
Board. In the meantime, we can 
hope that the news gets the front 
page and continuous coverage it 
deserves.  

Yesteryear in Lancaster

Tennis court 
access issues
From Connie Horne,
Bertrand

I read with somewhat amuse-
ment the discussion the Irving-
ton Town Council is having 
over the concern for lack of 
use of the town tennis courts 
and at the same time concerns 
the wrong people will use the 
courts.

When retiring to Lancaster 
County in 2001, it was a real 
surprise to find there were no 
public tennis courts for resi-
dents such as myself who did 
not reside in either a hous-
ing development or within 
the city limits of Irvington or 
White Stone. At that time, I 
made requests to the village of 
White Stone and the manage-
ment of Tides Inn to attempt 
to pay per use of the courts or 
arrange some type of member-
ship benefiting both the courts 
and me. I was refused because 
those courts were reserved for 
guests of Tides and residents 
of White Stone.

Since that time I have been 
fortunate to have been invited 
to play on tennis courts in a 
housing development near my 
home for which I am grateful. 
I have been more than will-
ing to make donations to keep 
these courts in good repair and 
make improvements for nets, 

benches and sweepers. These 
courts are locked however and 
I can only enter as a guest of 
a property owner which limits 
me from occasionally taking 
my out-of-town guests to play.

I have also played with some 
regularity at courts at Rappa-
hannock Community College 
in Warsaw over the years. 
These courts were recently 
resurfaced and are open to the 
public. I have not seen evi-
dence of vandalism before or 
after the resurfacing.

After playing tennis in 
Warsaw, my friends and I fre-
quent coffee shops, restau-
rants, grocery stores and gas 
stations. I will continue to play 
tennis at RCC and support 
Richmond County’s economy, 
but I would like to do the same 
for Lancaster County. I guess 
it won’t happen in conjunction 
with tennis. People should 
realize some of us would 
gladly pay a donation similar 
to the honor system people use 
at non-public boat landings or 
would participate in collec-
tions when improvements are 
needed.

Non-tennis players should 
also realize that most tennis 
players do little to no harm 
to tennis courts and nets will 
deteriorate whether they are 
used or left locked.

More letters on page A6



Rising costs for electricity, 
food and fuel are straining 
the ability of many Northern 
Neck families to make ends 
meet, even if both spouses 
work. As Congressman what 
would you do to help work-
ing families that are strug-
gling to get by?

The economic recovery 
effort and energy prices 
are two issues that have an 
enormous impact on working 
families in the Northern Neck.  
These are areas where we 
simply cannot afford politics 
as usual; Congress must lead.   

My first priority is to help 
families and small businesses.  
To do so, Congress must deter-
mine exactly what went wrong 
on Wall Street and make sure 
that it never happens again, 
hold accountable those whose 
bad practices have created this 
financial crisis, and ensure that 
responsible families and small 
businesses have access to the 
credit they need to thrive. 

At the same time, I will 
oppose tax increases that 
will take even more money 
out of your pockets and will 
fight excessive regulation that 
burdens small businesses and 
strangles job creation. I will 
also support tax policies that 
help small businesses and 
middle class families.

As someone who drives 80 
miles to work from my home 
in the Northern Neck on a 
daily basis, I understand the 
burden that high energy prices 
place on families and small 
businesses. Congress must 
move forward with a compre-
hensive energy policy that will 
provide long-term relief to 
hard-working families. 

We must drill for American 
supplies of oil and natural gas, 
incentivize conservation and 
efficiency, and invest heavily 
in renewable and alternative 
energy sources like wind, 
solar, geothermal and hydro-
electric. 

By adopting a comprehen-
sive energy policy, we can 
reduce our dependence on 
foreign oil, create hundreds of 
thousands of new American 
jobs, lessen the energy cost burden on family and small business 
budgets, and improve the environment.

What do you see as the next step in our country’s involve-
ment in Iraq and, looking forward, what do you view as the 
greatest threat to our national security?

General Petraeus has made significant gains with the surge in 
Iraq and it is important that we continue to let our military lead-
ers make the best decisions possible for our men and women in 
harm’s way. 

I believe that the next step is for Iraq to take increasing 
responsibility for its own security while America transitions 
to an oversight and support role.  Iraq must also start spending 
their money in the effort to rebuild their country.

Our military, in cooperation with the Iraqi government and 
security forces, has made amazing gains since the surge began.  
It is exceedingly critical that we continue this progress.

I absolutely want our men and women in uniform to come 
home as soon as possible. I believe they are among the greatest 
patriots in our country.

I believe that terrorists and other fundamental extremist 
groups will continue to be a significant threat to our national 
security.  Terrorism is a modern and evolving threat, and it is one 
which we must aggressively defend against.  

Moving forward, we must renew our focus on the fight against 
growing terrorist operations in Afghanistan and continue to deny 
safe haven to extremist forces that seek to do innocent Ameri-
cans harm.

The cost of health insurance is becoming unaffordable for 
many employers and families. What type of reform do you 
support and how would you push that forward in your role 
as Congressman?

The health care system in America is broken and reforming 
it must be a top priority for the next Congress.  We must reform 
the system to ensure that health insurance is portable, accessible 
and affordable. 

Rising costs for electricity, 
food and fuel are straining 
the ability of many Northern 
Neck families to make ends 
meet, even if both spouses 
work. As Congressman what 
would you do to help work-
ing families that are strug-
gling to get by? 

All federal taxes should be 
abolished, and all government 
programs should be eliminated 
or privatized.

Government is the single 
largest expense of American 
households, but there is noth-
ing the government produces 
that could not be provided 
more efficiently by the private 
sector. Many communities and 
states have experimented with 
contracting out police services, 
for instance, and found that 
they were able to solve crime 
and patrol neighborhoods 
more effectively and at lower 
cost than government police. 
Examples include Reminder-
ville, Ohio, and Oro Valley, 
Arizona.

At the national level, private 
railroad police proved quite 
capable at catching thieves 
on railways spanning mul-
tiple states. Similarly, private 
military companies such as 
Executive Outcomes have 
demonstrated impressive 
results in war-torn countries 
such as Angola and Sierra 
Leone compared to govern-
mental militaries and United 
Nations forces. However, even 
these examples did not realize 
the full benefits of privatiza-
tion, because government 
remained the middleman that 
chose the service provider and 
collected the taxes. All services should be financed through vol-
untary contracts between citizens (and businesses) and compet-
ing private companies, rather than through taxation.

According to the Tax Foundation, in 2008, Americans will 
work 74 days to afford their federal taxes and 39 more days to 
pay state and local taxes. Meanwhile, buying food requires 35 
days of work, clothing 13 days, and housing 60 days. Other 
major categories are health and medical care (50 days), trans-
portation (29 days), and recreation (21 days). Clearly, if the 
burden of paying for taxes were eliminated, Americans would 
have more than enough money to pay for electricity, food and 
fuel, and to make voluntary donations to those in need.

More opportunities for fuel extraction (and thus, a greater 
supply of fuel and lower prices) can be realized through the 
establishment of private property rights over sections of the 
ocean floor and American land currently controlled by the 
government. Drilling should be allowed, with the environment 
being safeguarded through owners’ incentives to preserve the 
quality of their own property. Causing pollution to enter others’ 
land, water, or airspace should be considered aggression creat-
ing an obligation on the part of the offender to provide restitu-
tion to the victim.

What do you see as the next step in our country’s involve-
ment in Iraq and, looking forward, what do you view as the 
greatest threat to our national security? 

Our country should immediately withdraw troops from Iraq. 
The security situation has improved substantially, and at this 
point, Iraq does not [want] Americans to enforce peace. Our 
continued presence there only wastes money and creates oppor-
tunities for assaults on U.S. troops.

The greatest threat to our security is continued reliance on 
the United States government, including the military, to provide 
protection. In reality, the government does not protect us, as 
much as it demands that we protect it. The government insti-
gates conflicts with other countries and then calls on Americans 
to rescue it from counterattacks by supporting its armed forces 
through taxes and military service.

Terrorism such as the September 11 attacks would not occur 
in the absence of U.S. interference in other countries’ politics. 
Moreover, if the U.S. Government did not exist, a marketplace 
of competing private defense agencies would emerge to offer 
their services directly to U.S. citizens and businesses. These 
firms would be unlikely to oppress their customers, since such 
aggression would harm the offending company’s reputation and 
cause its clients to switch to competing companies for protec-
tion.

The existence of a U.S. Government monopoly on armed 
force in America creates an ever-present danger that it will 
become tyrannical and use its power for evil. It was for this 
reason that provisions were included in the U.S. Constitution 
recognizing militia as “necessary to the security of a free state” 
and forbidding the appropriation of money to maintain standing 
armies for periods longer than two years.

The founders also included constitutional provisions authoriz-
ing “letters of marque and reprisal,” referring to letters granting 
entrepreneurs permission to use their privately-owned warships 
to seize enemy vessels, a vital war-making activity before it was 
banned by the 1856 Declaration of Paris.

War was less destructive under this system because sailors 
sought to capture ships and sell them or hold them for ransom, 
rather than to destroy them. Sailors also had their choice of 
competing employers to work for, and working conditions were 
accordingly better than in the government navies. Both citizens 
and soldiers will benefit from returning to a system of compet-
ing private military companies.

The cost of health insurance is becoming unaffordable for 
many employers and families. What type of reform do you 
support and how would you push that forward in your role 
as Congressman?

Health insurance, like food, clothing, and shelter, is simply 
another product that can be best provided by free markets.

This requires the elimination of costly regulation, including 
those imposed by the Food and Drug Administration. Many 
lifesaving drugs, such as beta blockers, have been unjustifiably 
delayed from reaching the market, while harmful and ineffective 
drugs have been approved.

It would be better to allow competing private firms to issue 
their own seals of drug quality, much as Consumer Reports rates 
various products. Those firms that efficiently certify good drugs 
while rejecting bad ones will gain a favorable reputation and 
become relied upon by consumers as sources of useful informa-
tion. As drugs become more inexpensive, the costs of health 
insurance will drop.

Universal government-funded health insurance should be 

Rising costs for electricity, 
food and fuel are straining 
the ability of many Northern 
Neck families to make ends 
meet, even if both spouses 
work. As Congressman what 
would you do to help work-
ing families that are strug-
gling to get by?

There’s no doubt the global 
financial crisis is the number 
one issue for families in the 
Northern Neck.  Its effect 
has been so comprehensive 
on families that we’re now 
forced to watch our savings 
and home values deteriorate 
before our eyes. Inflation is 
rising and ordinary Ameri-
cans are struggling to afford 
basics like groceries and gas. 
It’s frightening, it’s unaccept-
able and it should never have 
happened.  The blame rests 
with Washington and we need 
a change.

 As a businessman, I’m 
furious that the normal checks 
and balances were not put in 
place throughout the system 
and that those who should 
know better— including Bush 
and this district’s current con-
gressman— did nothing about 
it. I know how important it is 
to balance budgets and live 
within our means.  I know 
every family reading this has 
to do the same. Yet our government has not followed these basic 
principles.  The result is that the middle class is being punished.

  As congressman, I will immediately put the middle class 
first, not the rich that have got what they’ve wanted for the past 
decade, at our expense.  I will work with my colleagues to elim-
inate Bush’s tax cuts for the wealthy (those earning more than 
$250,000 per year) and for Big Oil.  I’ll work to rein in rising 
inflation to keep everyday items like food and clothing and 
heating oil affordable.  I’ll investigate sensible ways to assist 
homeowners with their mortgage repayments.  I’ve offered to 
investigate an agreement with banks to lower the mortgage rate 
to 5.25 across the board if the crisis continues and property 
values continue to deteriorate into 2009.

 Long term, I will vote to keep spending low and work to 
reduce our national debt. I’m very confident that building a 
better and stronger economy begins with investment in alterna-
tive energy and in an economic stimulus package with a focus 
on repairing ailing infrastructure across the county.  There’s 
more pain ahead, but let’s use this opportunity to make a change 
and elect a congress that will put families first, and fire those 
who put us in this position.

What do you see as the next step in our country’s involve-
ment in Iraq and, looking forward, what do you view as the 
greatest threat to our national security? 

I support a safe and quick withdrawal of all of our brave men 
and women in Iraq. They have fought honorably for our country 
and should return home safely. The next step is agreement on a 
phased withdrawal in consultation with our generals in the area 
and the Iraqi government. 

Members of armed services who remain active should be 
provided with all the necessary tools for the job.  Once home, 
our veterans should also be given every opportunity for a full 
recovery from any injuries or illness, and to reenter society 
through education and job training where necessary.  I’ll make 
sure if given the opportunity to vote to expand the G.I. bill, 
regardless of the current state of the economy.

 The greatest future threat to our national security is our con-
tinued reliance on foreign sources of fossil fuels.  America must 
work hard to become energy independent.  We must explore 
all of our energy options, including investments in solar, wind,  
and clean coal technology.

The cost of health insurance is becoming unaffordable for 
many employers and families. What type of reform do you 
support and how would you push that forward in your role 
as Congressman?

Our healthcare system is in crisis. Good health insurance is 
becoming more out of reach for families in our area.  Unfortu-
nately, the Bush administration hasn’t done anything to ease the 
burden of healthcare costs for hard-working Americans. 

 As your Congressman, I will work to reform our healthcare 
system.  One of the reasons that healthcare is currently so 
costly is because many people can’t afford basic care.  I will 
work to get funding for more preventive care facilities, so that 
people who can’t afford insurance or who have lost their insur-
ance are able to receive affordable preventive care.  We need to 
be able to provide basic medical exams and tests at affordable 
prices.  By providing preventive care, we will reduce much of 
our national healthcare costs.  

 I will also tackle the problems associated with prescription 
drugs.  Too many people, especially seniors on fixed incomes, 
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Anticipating a close race for U.S. Congress in the First District in the November 4 general election, the     
Rappahannock Record asked the three candidates seeking the office three questions. Here are their responses. 

Three candidates run for First District seat

Bill S. Day Jr.

Bill S. Day Jr. is the Demo-
cratic candidate for congress 
in Virginia’s First District.

Day was born in Dallas 
and now lives in Warrenton. 
He received a bachelor’s  in 
construction from Arizona 
State University in 1974 and 
masters’ from Harvard Uni-
versity in 1983 and West Vir-
ginia University in 1991.

He is a mental health coun-
selor in Fauquier County 
and owns interests in office 
buildings in Prince William 
County.

Day has two grown daugh-
ters.

Nathan D. Larson

Nathan D. Larson, a 2003 
graduate of George Mason 
University, is a Certified 
Public Accountant in Catlett. 
Larson is the Libertarian 
Party’s candidate for  U. S. 
Congress in Virginia’s First 
District.

He has developed account-
ing software for several large 
firms in northern Virginia 
specializing in corporate 
consulting, geospatial tech-
nology and nuclear medi-
cine. He has experience as a 
U.S. Census Bureau payroll 
employee in 2000 and as a 
government contractor.

Much of Larson’s political 
work was inspired by such 
writings as Murray N. Roth-
bard’s For a New Liberty: The 
Libertarian Manifesto and 
Morris and Linda Tannehill’s 
The Market for Liberty, 
which laid out blueprints for 
a workable anarcho-capital-
ist society.

Rep. Robert J. Wittman

Rep. Robert J. “Rob” 
Wittman is the Republican 
incumbent candidate for 
U.S. Congress in Virginia’s 
First District. 

A native of Westmoreland 
County, Rep. Wittman has 
a doctorate in public policy 
and administration from Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity, a master’s in public 
health from the University 
of North Carolina, and a 
bachelor’s in biology from 
Virginia Tech.

Prior to his election to 
Congress in December 2007 
to replace the late Rep. Jo 
Ann Davis, Rep. Wittman 
served in the Virginia House 
of Delegates for one term 
and had been elected to 
another.

He worked 20 years with 
the Virginia Deparment of 
Helath as an environmental 
health specialist and later 
as the field director for the 
Division of Shellfish Sanita-
tion in White Stone.

Rep. Wittman also has 
served as a member of the 
Montross Town Council, 
as mayor of Montross, as a 
member of the Westmore-
land County Board of Super-
visors, and as chairman of 
the board of supervisors.

Rep. Wittman lives in Mon-
tross with his wife, Kathryn, 
and two children, Devon 
and Josh.

From left, Bill Day, the Democratic candidate for U.S. Con-
gress in the First District of Virginia speaks with Jim Hen-
derson at a Barack Obama rally Sunday. The event was held 
at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Jack Russell, near Kilmarnock. 
Speaking at the event were Day, Del. Albert Pollard and 
First Lady of Virginia Anne Holton. “To see this many Dem-
ocrats getting together in Kilmarnock, Virginia, is a beauti-
ful thing,” said Holton. (Photo by Alex Haseltine)

Rep. Rob Wittman campaigns along the parade route in 
Callao.

(continued on page A6)
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are unable to fi ll their neces-
sary prescriptions because of 
the high costs of prescription 
drugs.  I will work to fi nd 
sources of affordable, good 
quality prescription drugs, and 
take on the drug companies.  I 
also want to fi nd a better 
solution to Medicare Part D, 
as it has hurt so many senior 
citizens who are dependent on 
their prescription medications 
to survive. 

 Many businesses who pro-
vide health insurance, espe-
cially those with less than 50 
employees, are fi nding it hard 
to pay the premiums. I believe 
we should explore giving tax 
incentives to those small busi-
nesses that offer good health 
insurance to their employees.  

These are short-term solu-
tions to getting our country 
on the right track.  In the long 
run, I know that we need to 
work to achieve a system 
where individual state govern-
ments or the federal govern-
ment can provide affordable 
insurance options for people 
who don’t receive healthcare 
from their employers.  Many 
states have begun giving 
affordable options to their 
residents, such as free health-
care for children or affordable 
health insurance plans for 
adults.

 I want to help foster an 
environment where we can 
explore, as a nation, the best 
options for making sure that 
everyone has healthcare. 

Too many people in our 
communities are losing jobs 
and losing healthcare, and 
fi nding it diffi cult to pay for 
it on their own.  As your Con-
gressman, I will make it a pri-
ority to fi nd affordable options 
for health insurance.  We must 
ensure that our children and 
our families are able to receive 
and afford the best care pos-
sible.  

avoided. Since the government 
would have to set standards of 
health coverage, such a system 
would lend itself to manipula-
tion by special interests (such 
as drug companies and physi-
cians) seeking to line their own 
pockets at taxpayer expense, 
much as teachers’ unions seek 
to infl uence education policy 
for their own advantage. 

Because many costly dis-
eases (including most cases of 
cancer and diabetes) are pre-
ventable, it would be better to 
focus on prevention rather than 
treatment. Health insurance 
can be provided to the indigent 
through private charity.

As mentioned in question 
#1, the abolition of taxation 
will make it easier for people 
to afford many products cur-
rently out of their price range. 
Socialist programs are there-
fore counterproductive toward 
helping the poor, because they 
require imposing more taxes.

Moreover, they encourage 
people to rely on government 
largesse rather than to focus 
on improving their economic 
situation. This does not help 
foster the spirit of self-reliance 
needed to attain long-term 
improvements in quality of 
life.

Individuals should have 
access to a menu of health 
plan options in a competitive, 
market-based environment, 
and they should have a choice 
to keep their existing plan.  
Health care decisions should 
be made by the patient and 
the doctor, not by a third party 
such as the insurance provider, 
Medicare, or the government.  
Furthermore, every American 
should have basic, catastrophic 
health insurance, and tax 
credits should be made avail-
able to help individuals in the 
purchase of this insurance.

We must also work to reduce 
health care costs which will 
require that we focus more 
on primary care and create a 
system that encourages the 
effi cient use of medical ser-
vices by patients.

While I believe that there 
is much Congress can do to 
reform the American health 
care system, I do not believe 
a universal, government run, 
single payer system is the 
solution. 

Letters to the Editor
Will Obama
be there
for ex-gays?
From Regina Griggs,
Reedville

Sen. Barack Obama has 
pledged to pass far-reaching 
sexual orientation and trans-
gender legislation as president. 

The Employment Non-
Discrimination Act (ENDA), 
which Obama pledges to sign, 
will outlaw discrimination 
based on “sexual orientation,” 
“gender identity,” and “gender 
expression.”  

These categories include 
homosexuals, transgenders and 
cross-dressers. ENDA would 
apply to private employers, the 
Federal Government, all state 
governments and local govern-
ments in all 50 states.  ENDA 
will cover the nation even 
though most states do not have 
laws requiring employers to 
hire and promote regardless of 
gender identity and sexual ori-
entation.

Obama’s new law will create 
legal rights for men who have 
changed their gender, but what 
about men who have changed 
their sexual orientation? Trans-
genders and cross-dressers are 
affi rmed for changing their 
gender, but former homosexu-
als are ridiculed for making 
the decision to change their 
sexual orientation.  Indeed, the 
ex-gay community is the most 
maligned group in America. 

Each year men and women 
with unwanted same-sex 
attractions make the personal 
decision to leave a gay identity 
via secular therapy, faith-based 
ministries, or other non-judg-
mental environments. Their 
decision is one only they can 
make. However, there are 
others in society who refuse 
to respect individual self-
determination.  Consequently, 
formerly gay men and women 
are reviled simply because they 
dare to exist.

For example, there is not one 
positive portrayal of an ex-gay 
on television or in the movies. 
Instead, ex-gays are continually 
berated on shows like Boston 
Legal, Law and Order, and Bill 
Maher’s latest movie. No other 
minority group receives this 
kind of disrespect and outright 
disdain.

And it doesn’t end 
there.  Former homosexuals 
and their allies have been fi red 
from their jobs, repeatedly 
ridiculed, assaulted and intimi-
dated. This harassment is most 
often perpetrated by the same 
groups who demand protection 
under sexual orientation laws, 
but work to deny ex-gays the 
same respect. 

Sen. Obama knows about 
this discriminatory treatment 
fi rsthand.  When ex-gay gospel 
singer Donnie McClurkin sang 
at an Obama fund-raiser last 
year, gay rights organizations 
demanded that Obama remove 
McClurkin from the program. 
On CNN Prime News, former 
Human Rights Campaign 
spokesman Wayne Besen 
insisted that Obama should 
fi re McClurkin just for being 
ex-gay. 

Former homosexuals should 
have the right to be out, open 
and safe in society. On his web-
site, Sen. Obama says he sup-
ports gay and transgender rights 
because he supports civil rights 
for all persons, but does that 
include ex-gays?  Americans 
need to know where Obama 
stands on the issue of ex-gay 
inclusion because his pledge to 
pass homosexual and transgen-
der legislation as president will 
affect all of us. On behalf of 
the ex-gay community, we urge 
Sen. Obama to end his silence 
on this issue.

McCain
protects life
From Terry Beatley, Lancaster

Would you refl ect on Abra-
ham Lincoln with veneration 
and praise if he had fought to 
keep slavery legal? Of course 
not. Lincoln is known for 
declaring that all men are equal 
on principle. He guided our 
nation to the understanding 
that if that truth is violated, our 
persecution has no boundaries.    

History tends to repeat itself, 
particularly with nations that 
are complacent, uninformed 
and duped by years of propa-
ganda until thinking almost 
comes to a halt. This is what 
I observe with the support of 
Barack Obama. Do you really 
want a president who will pass 
the Freedom of Choice Act 
(FOCA) which makes it a fed-
eral law allowing women to kill 
their babies at any point in nine 
months of pregnancy? 

Obama said he would pass 
FOCA as his fi rst project. 
Obama even supported leg-

islation in Illinois preventing 
doctors and nurses from help-
ing infants born alive after they 
were aborted. Under Obama’s 
leadership, the most vulnerable 
among us need to be set aside 
in a hospital corner left alone 
to die. 

Just as slavery was once 
legal, that didn’t make it right. 
Our nation will one day recog-
nize that killing innocent life 
is wrong. We’re killing human 
babies, not tissue. It is not a 
right. It is not a choice. These 
lines are propaganda heavily 
and deliberately marketed to 
this nation since the 1970s to 
sway our thinking and indi-
rectly change our principles.  

Do you think the thousands 
of soldiers who died fi ghting 
the Civil War would be proud 
of the fact that our nation might 
vote in a new president who 
doesn’t respect the life of the 
most vulnerable among us? Do 
you think they might fi nd it odd 
that we have laws protecting 
eagle eggs, but nothing protect-
ing human life?  

I cannot separate my con-
science from my choice of can-
didate and I  hope you do the 
same. Vote for John McCain 
who proudly stands for protect-
ing life and encouraging adop-
tion.

Tactics tarnish
McCain campaign
From Mary L. Lay, Kilmarnock

More Obama signs have 
been stolen. McCain and Palin 
supporters are yelling terrible 
things at rallies. The campaign 
is dealing in character assas-
sination, exaggerating casual 
connections and making up 
stories about voter fraud and 
telling lies. What, may I ask, 
has happened to the party that 
claims it is the party of values? 

McCain wants more tax 
breaks for the wealthy. Trickle 
down economics is always the 
plan, one that never works. 
We need a clean sweep. Why 
vote for more of the past? John 
McCain is part and parcel of 
this administration’s policies 
that encouraged greed in this 
country. What kind of value do 
you attach to greed?  

John McCain does not have 
the temperament to work in the 
fast-paced world today. The 
lens through which he views 
the world is outdated. He has 
tarnished his reputation by the 
tactics of his campaign, show-
ing a willingness to misrep-
resent the truth. What kind of 
value is that?

Obama is not stuck in the 
past. Obama is not an ideo-
logue, not a man who easily 
loses his temper, or has knee-
jerk reactions. He has not 
encouraged character assassi-
nations against his opponent. 
Obama is the man we need for 
president.

Wake up call
From Ned Crockett,
Irvington

Who is their wildest dreams 
would have thought that the 
election for the President of the 
United States in 2008 would 
be between the two candidates 
now running?

On one hand, we have an 
inexperienced smooth talk-
ing mystery man with Marxist 
leanings shaped by his associa-
tions with questionable charac-
ters.

On the other hand, we have 
an aging, experienced patriot 
who is well known as a maver-
ick in Congress because he has 
worked effectively with both 
political parties.

And most troubling of all, 
the smooth talker seems to 
be leading the race. Wake up 
America!

Looking forward 
to Christmas
From John Pollard, 
Irvington

I’m looking forward to 
Christmas. With a bad econ-
omy, there are not going to be a 
lot of toys under the Christmas 
tree. However, there are fi ve 
things that are going to make 
me happy by then. 

The pilothouse on the com-
mons area in Irvington, which 
has been there since 2001, is 
going to be gone by Christmas, 
according to Mayor Alex Fleet 
at a recent town council meet-
ing.

There will be about fi ve 
more spaces for vendors at the 
Irvington Farmers’ Market with 
the removal of the pilothouse. 
This will increase revenue for 
the Village Improvement Asso-
ciation, so that they may con-
tinue to beautify the commons 
area and bring more activities 
to our town.

 I will not have to look at 
John McCain and his cronies’ 

signs all over the countryside. 
I will not have to watch 

TV and listen to some fascist 
Republican bigot from Con-
gress telling me that I am a ter-
rorist because I support Senator 
Barack Obama.

Finally, on Christmas Day, 
at our house we can have some 
fresh Rappahannock oysters, 
Smithfi eld ham and Virginia 
gentlemen, maybe mixed with 
just a little snow.

Supporting 
Gilmore
From Joan Blackstone,
White Stone

Jim Gilmore is a person who 
puts Virginia taxpayers fi rst.

The son whose father was a 
supermarket meat cutter and 
mother a church secretary 
champions the working class. 
As Attorney General he led 
successful investigations of 
Medicaid fraud and govern-
ment waste as well as consumer 
protection. He was a leader in a 
national effort to stop  burnings 
of black churches.

As governor, he kept his 
promise to cut taxes and encour-
aged the growth of 250,000 
jobs, leading Virginia into the 
technology age. He boosted 
planning and construction for 
Virginia transportation proj-
ects.  Contrary to his opponent’s 
remarks, he left a balanced 
budget in Virginia (which is a 
Constitutional requirement) as 
well as a surplus.

Gilmore has national security 
experience and was chairman 
of the fi rst national terrorism 
commission. Mark Warner has 
no national security experience. 
Gilmore fought for passage of 
the partial-birth abortion ban in 
Virginia. Warner vetoed a bill 
banning partial birth abortion.

Gilmore would push for 
energy independence by drill-
ing here and now as well as 
moving forward on developing 
all forms of energy, clean coal, 
gas, nuclear, solar and wind. 
Some of these alternatives will 
take time. Drilling can be done 
now and will not take 10 years. 
Some say it could be started in 
as little as three years. 

Gilmore is not a schmoozer. 
He is direct and sometimes 
that is not the most popular 
approach, but it is an honest 
one. We need Gilmore in the 
U.S Senate, Rob Wittman in 
the House and McCain and 
Palin in the executive offi ce.  

Dissecting
Republican 
values
From Kenya Gibson Moody,
Lancaster

I have been reading in the 
paper in recent weeks about 
the controversial presidential 
campaign. One of the subjects 
that interest me is the Obama-
Ayers relationship that we 
continue to hear about. I have 
researched that relationship at 
length.

Other relationships that I 
have researched that have not 
had a lot of attention is the 
relationship of McCain and 
the Keating Five. I encourage 
those interested in Obama’s 
pals to research McCain’s 
pals and Todd Palin, Sarah 
Palin’s husband, a member, or 
former member, of the Alas-
kan Independence Party. This 
party doesn’t want Alaska to 
be affi liated with the United 
States but wants to declare 
independence. A vice-presi-
dent hopeful who is married 
to a man who doesn’t want his 
state to be part of the country 
isn’t very patriotic. 

Another subject is Obama 
and his inexperience. McCain 
chose his running mate after 
meeting her once and talk-
ing on the telephone with her 
twice. Her best credentials 
are that she hunts moose, 
ice fi shes, picks her kids up 
from soccer, and her state 
shares a border with Russia. 
Doesn’t she have her own 
scandal of abusing power? 
That was quickly swept under 
the rug and the Republican 

Party continues to talk about 
Ayers. Obama was eight years 
old when Ayers was protest-
ing against the Vietnam War 
with extreme measures. Palin 
abused her power a couple of 
years ago.

As for McCain, the experi-
enced one, didn’t he say a few 
weeks ago that our economy 
is strong? He admitted that 
the economy is not his strong 
point. He says that he wants 
change. He is 72. How does 
one change at 72? You are set 
in your ways at that age. The 
saying “You can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks” fi ts. 

President Bush has a 90 
percent disapproval rate in the 
nation amongst Republicans, 
Democrats and Independents. 
McCain isn’t Bush, but he 
has the same ideas and the 
same political values, yet the 
people who don’t like Bush 
are pushing for McCain. Why? 
It appears that they have more 
allegiance to their political 
party than they have to their 
country.

Our country is in the worst 
shape that it has been in since 
the Great Depression. Gas, 
food, clothes and health care 
costs have risen to unspeakable 
prices during a single adminis-
tration. The United States was 
a country that was loved by 
all and now is hated by many. 
President Bush has changed 
our country in the worst ways 
and is going down in history as 
one of the worst presidents of 
all time. Yet some people plan 
to vote for more of the same 
with McCain and Palin.

Finally, everyone knows 
that McCain chose Palin 
because she’s a woman and 
he was hoping to sway Hillary 
Clinton’s supporters. In that 
case,  he should have chosen 
Condoleeza Rice. She is very 
intelligent and well liked by 
the Republican Party, knows 
foreign leaders on a fi rst name 
basis and continues to clean up 
President Bush’s mess abroad 
but of course, she is African 
American.

If the country isn’t ready 
for an intelligent mixed-
race American man to be the 
leader, then the country defi -
nitely isn’t ready for a smart, 
well respected powerful black 
woman.

Think long
and hard
From Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Kilmarnock

Time is almost up. If your 
mind is already made up about  
your vote on November 4, 
I ask  you to think long and 
hard because the man we elect 

will be naming justices to the 
Supreme Court, an action that 
will affect us for the next 20 to 
30 years. Think long and hard 
about a universal health care 
program that has not worked in 
any other country in the world.

Think about small-business 
owners who will have to foot 
the bill for this health care. 
They are the foundation of our 
economy and if they can’t stay 
in business because of higher 
taxes and the increased health 
care costs they will pay for 
universal health care for their 
employees, they’ll be forced to 
go out of business.

Think long and hard about 
a bankrupted country led by a 
man with no experience, with 
strong Muslim and terrorist 
ties, who has fl ip-fl opped on 
every issue. Please make the 
right decision for your country. 
It’s a democracy, not a socialis-
tic state, however that is what it 
will become under one candi-
date’s presidency. Please make 
the right decision for your 
family, for  your children and 
for your grandchildren.

November 5th, it will be too 
late to realize you voted for the 
wrong candidate and we will all 
have to live with that mistake, 
for this country will become a 
liberal-socialistic-welfare state 
and the downfall of America 
will begin.

More letters on page A7

Serving:
Middlesex
Mathews
Lancaster
Northumberland

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

C astal Curtains & Shades, LLC
Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887

Courtesy In-Home Consultations

Savannah Joe’s
6:30pm - 10:30pm • $5.00 Cover

Joey and The Jammers
Friday, October 24

804-435-6000 • Kilmarnock

Remember.... what happens at Savannah Joe’s 
stays at Savannah Joe’s

We’ve got you covered - 2400 sq. ft. under cover

Beer & Barbeque 
& Rock n’Roll
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   ▼ Wittman . . . .
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804 .435 .1701 ,  Joanna  ex t .  15
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Serving our community for 19 years

1415 Tappahannock Blvd., Tappahannock, VA
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1

Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts
Irvington, Virginia

THE DANDELION

Beautiful Fall Merchandise!
Sportswear, Dresses, Accessories & Shoes

September 26th thru October 31st, 2008
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Sept. 26th - Oct 31st, 2008

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month! To show 
our support, Brighton has 
created our exclusive Power 
of Pink Bracelet, $60. 

Brighton will donate $5 for 
each Bracelet* sold to support 
Breast Cancer Research and 
Awareness. You can show 
your support by purchasing 
this Bracelet and wearing it to 
help raise awareness in your 
community. 

* Limited quantities, while supplies last.
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In the circle 
of life, nothing 

is more precious 
than the people 

who touch our hearts 
and the memories we 

make together. 
For all the women we 

love – mother, wife, sister, 
daughter, aunt, friend – 

let’s live every moment to 
the fullest. 
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460 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock
(804) 435-3377 - (800) 646-3377

Installation available with exterior maintenance-free wrapping.

FREE!
Low E/argon upgrade on 

Atrium 8300 
replacement double 

hung windows. 
Offer good now thru 11/28/08.

A change
for what?
From Richard N. Baylor,
Kilmarnock

The Democratic nominee for 
president continues to advocate 
a change.

Dr. Jekyll also desired a 
change and he got Mr. Hyde.

Letters to the Editor
Vote McCain,
Gilmore and
Wittman
From Ron Herring,
Heathsville

“If you believe that the free 
enterprise system is the most 
productive supplier of human 
needs and economic justice, 
that all individuals are entitled 
to equal rights and justice, 
and opportunities and should 
assume their responsibili-
ties as citizens in a free soci-
ety, that fiscal responsibility 
and budgetary restraints must 
be exercised at all levels of 
government, that the Federal 
Government must preserve 
individual liberty by observing 
Constitutional limitations, that 
peace is best preserved through 
a strong national defense, that 
faith in God, as recognized by 
our Founding Fathers is essen-
tial to the moral fiber of the 
nation, then welcome to the 
Republican Party.”

Each time I hear this creed 
recited it sends chills up my 
spine. I grew up in a family 
with a strong work ethic and 
the desire to employ and nur-
ture others to be strong and 
gain self esteem.

My family nurtured me to 
be the husband and father to a 
great family with great values. 
Thanks Mom and Dad.

The ironic thing is that my 
parents were devoted Demo-
crats who  were raised during 
a time that the party was con-
servative and idealistic to 
the values of the creed of the 
Republican Party. 

Today, like most of my family, 
I believe  they would be greatly 
disappointed in the 180-degree 
departure from the ethics that 
were taught to us as children at 
home and in school. 

Where are we headed? I 
dread to think of the outcome if 
we lose sight of the intentions 
of our Founding Fathers. Please 
consider the Constitution as 
written. Please do not allow it 
to be rewritten. It has served 
us, guided us, kept us strong, 
and made us the most sought 
after nation in the world. Please 
do not allow negative change to 
ruin our nation.

Remember, this election is 
not about you and what the gov-
ernment is going to give you. It 
is about We The People. We are 
a great nation that has guided 
the world  by the example of 
democracy, not socialism.

This election year you have 
a choice to preserve the Ameri-
can way or watch it deteriorate 
into a country like the ones that 
others are fleeing. I am voting 
for John McCain, Jim Gilmore 
and Rob Wittman. They are 
candidates with experience and 
above all, are pro-life.

Driving away
with our money
From Jim Knupp, Hartfield

During the Clinton Admin-
istration, both parties over-
whelmingly passed the 
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act 
which overturned the depres-
sion era Glass-Steagall Act. 
Glass separated banks from 
investment banks and prohib-
ited banks from selling invest-
ments or investing. 

The Gramm reversal allows 
affiliations of commercial and 
investment banks and, among 
other things, permitted sales 
of mortgage-backed securities. 
There’s the car.

In 2000, the Republican 
Congress passed Phil Gramm’s 
Commodities Futures Modern-
ization Act (CFMA), which 
allowed new financial instru-
ments, including credit swaps 
(AIG’s big problem) to go 
unregulated. There are some 
$58 trillion (five times the U.S. 
stock market) of these instru-
ments out there, festering.  

CFMA also provided that 
neither the SEC nor the Com-
modities Futures Trading Com-
mission (CFTC) could examine 
financial institutions like hedge 
funds or investment banks. 
There are the keys.

In 2004, the SEC exempted 
five investment banks from 
the Capital Rule of 1975, thus 
changing the debt to equity 
ratio limit from 12 to 1 to 
upwards of 40 to 1. This change 
also exempted these banks 
from being rated by financial 
rating agencies. The financial 
institutions were Goldman 
Sachs, Lehman Brothers, Bear 
Stearns, Merrill Lynch, and 
Morgan Stanley. They were 
ready to go to the races.

The deregulated stage was 
set. 

Under “rush duress,” the 
Congress gave $700 billion to 
Secretary Paulson, formerly of 
Goldman Sachs, for a “bailout 
czar” to buy whose junk?  It’s a 
wreck, but not an accident. 

Keynes thought the best way 

for governments to secretly 
confiscate the wealth of citi-
zens was through inflation. 
Now, we’ve seen an even better 
confidence game. 

Obama has 
values of former 
Republicans
From Mary Kay Davies,
Irvington

I am a 78-year-old white 
woman and I am voting for 
Barack Obama.

Why? He represents the 
values of the Republican Party I 
once knew, a party of well-edu-
cated, financially conservative, 
socially responsible citizens.

Were they elitists? Yes, by 
virtue of the high standards 
they set for themselves and for 
those who aspired to public 
office. 

In recent years something 
happened. The Grand Old Party 
became the petty old party.

Vote for a
just society
From Susan Redd Stallings,
Reedville                                                                                

A strange twist of the presi-
dential campaign is that well-
meaning citizens believe that 
Obama, who has a 100 per-
cent pro-choice rating from 
both Planned Parenthood and 
the National Abortion Rights 
League, will do more to stop 
abortion than McCain, who 
believes that life begins at con-
ception and is opposed to abor-
tion at any stage of a woman’s 
pregnancy except for health 
reasons. 

Should abortion be a decid-
ing issue in the campaign, over 
other matters of grave impor-
tance such as war and peace, 
national security,  social wel-
fare, economic, energy and 
environmental policies?  

Our Declaration of Indepen-
dence states we have, “certain 
inalienable rights, that among 
these are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness ... that to 
secure these rights, govern-
ments are instituted among 
men.”  

Life is listed first; without 
life you can have no other 
rights. The first duty of govern-
ment is to protect life.

In 2004, future Pope Bene-
dict XVI wrote, ”Could a 
voter’s preference for the can-
didate’s position on the pursuit 
of peace, economic policies 
benefitting the poor, support for 
universal health care, a more 
just immigration policy, etc. 
overcome a candidate’s support 
for legalized abortion? What 
could possibly be a proportion-
ate reason for the more than 45 
million children killed by abor-
tion in the last 35 years?” 

No one is for killing unborn 
babies. Some claim unborn 
babies aren’t really babies. 
Ultrasound images and laws 
which interpret the murder of 
a pregnant woman as a double 
murder argue otherwise. Some 
say, “I’d never have an abortion, 
but I don’t have the right to tell 
you not to.” Would you say, “I 
would never murder, but who 
am I to say that  you shouldn’t 
do it?” Our legal system regu-
larly tells people that they 
cannot do certain things, no 
matter the circumstance. Abor-
tion was defined as murder 
until 1973 with Roe v. Wade. 
Legalizing abortion has led to 
25 percent of all pregnancies in 
our country ending in abortion. 
In 1995, there were 1.2 million 
abortions in the U.S. 

Obama may persuasively 
claim that he wants to reduce 
the number of abortions, but 
his actions speak louder than 
words. While an Illinois sena-
tor, Obama voted four times 
against the Infants Born Alive 
Protection Act which says that 
infants who survive an abortion 
should be given medical care. 
Before this bill doctors and 
nurses left still living aborted 
babies to die, often alone in 
dirty laundry closets along 
with other human waste. In the 
U.S. Senate before Obama, this 
bill was passed with no dissent-
ing votes. 

In July of 2007, Obama 
promised in a speech to Planned 
Parenthood that one of the first 
things he will do as president is 
to sign the Freedom of Choice 
Act (FOCA). This is also 
stated on his website. FOCA 
would eliminate all state and 
federal regulation of abortion, 
including informed consent 
and parental notification in 
the case of minor girls, regula-
tions which have reduced the 
number of abortions in states 
where they are in effect. FOCA 
would also eliminate laws pro-
viding “conscience clauses” 
protecting pro-life doctors who 
decline to perform abortions. 
Obama opposed the Hyde 
Amendment which restricts 
tax payer money for abortions. 

He has said he will repeal the 
“Mexico City Policy” which 
bans federal foreign aid to 
countries who use abortion as a 
means of family planning. More 
troubling is his opposition to 
continued federal funding for 
crisis pregnancy centers. How 
can Obama reduce abortion 
by ending support to the cen-
ters who are helping women to 
keep their babies? 

A just society must protect 
the rights of the innocent, those 
incapable of self-defense: the 
unborn. Obama has not pro-
tected and will not protect life.

Low tax rates 
grow jobs
From Douglas D. Monroe Jr., 
Irvington

Huge tax hikes with an 
Obama administration will 
ruin a weak economy and hurt 
each one of us, employer and 
employee alike. 

For the United States to 
remain competitive in the world 
economy, Congress must lower 
business and general corpora-
tion tax rates which are 35 per-
cent, the second highest in the 
world. Even socialist Europe in 
1996 reduced its tax rate from 
38 percent to 24 percent. All of 
the 27 European Union coun-
tries have lower tax rates than 
the United States. 

Because of our high taxes, 
U.S. businesses and U.S. jobs 
are moving abroad to coun-
tries like India and China. Our 
northern neighbor, Canada, is 
also beginning to benefit from 
its 19.5 percent tax rate which 
is due to be reduced to 15 per-
cent in 2012.

Ireland is a great example 
of how lower tax rates work. 
Twenty years ago Ireland 
reduced her business and cor-
porate tax rate to 12.5 percent.  
Since then she has climbed 
from the second lowest per 
capita income in the European 
Union to the second highest. A 
U.S. Treasury study showed that 
on a comparative basis Ireland 
raises almost 50 percent  more 
revenue with its 12.5 percent 
rate than the U.S. government 
does with its 35 percent rate.

In order to compete in the 
world markets, U.S. businesses 
must be able to grow capital, 
aka after tax earnings, to create 
new and better paying jobs. 
This cannot be done with exor-
bitant corporate and personal 
tax rates.

Obama may mean well, 
but he doesn’t understand the 
forces that make America’s 
economic system grow. His-
tory bears out the fact that a 
lower tax rate aids employers 
and employees, feeds growing 
businesses, increases employ-
ment and even increases fed-
eral tax revenues. 

That’s just how it works.

Be guided
by the Lord
From The Rev. C. Richard 
Lynn, pastor of New Life Min-
istries in Kilmarnock

Not many days from now, we 
who are followers of Jesus Christ 
along with the rest of our nation 
will have the opportunity to cast 
our vote to fill the greatest office 
in the world, the presidency of 
the United States of America. 
As ambassadors of Christ, our 
responsibility cannot be taken 
lightly, but must be guided by the 
leading of Holy Spirit.

Now, more than ever, in these 
perilous times in which we find 
ourselves, we who are called by 
the name of Jesus Christ cannot 
allow gender, race, party or any-
thing else to sway us in our actions 
at the polls. We must allow the 
voice of the Lord and him only to 
guide us in our selection. In the 
Bible, it states in 1 Samuel: 16:7 
“But the Lord said unto Samuel, 
Look not on his countenance, 
or on the height of his stature; 
because I have refused him; for 
the Lord seeth not as man seeth; 
for a man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart.”

In this scripture we find a 
simple yet profound truth for all 
who would read and embrace the 
Word of the Lord. Our counsel 
must come from him who looks 
at the heart. We know as chil-
dren of the Most High God that 
our pathways must be the direct 
result of the leading of the voice 
of the Lord Jesus, not leaning 
upon our own understanding. 
We cannot allow the sense realm 
to motivate our response at the 

polls nor can we allow ourselves 
to compromise our stand upon 
the principles set forth in the 
Holy Scriptures. Psalm 119:105 
states, “Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my 
path.”

To the followers of Christ, his 
word is the illumination to our 
pathways, and our dependency is 
upon his leading. As we read and 
study his word, as we spend time 
in prayer and in his presence, his 
will is communicated to each of 
us who desire to hear his voice. 
As we hear his voice, we then 
become responsible to act upon 
what he is revealing to us, know-
ing that we are accountable not 
only for all that we say, but for 
our actions as well.

If we identify ourselves as fol-
lowers of Christ, we must at all 
costs stand upon the foundation 
of righteousness, and should not 
give consideration to those who 
are campaigning for a public 
office who choose to stand at 
odds with the Word of God.

To you who identify yourselves 
as followers of Christ, my prayer 
is that each of you will take this 
to heart and allow the Holy Spirit 
to reveal to you the course of 
action he and he alone is calling 
upon you to take. From 1 Samuel 
15:22 “And Samuel saith, ‘Hath 
the Lord as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams.’”

We who are called by his name, 
Christian, are called to a higher 
accountability than those who 
do not follow our Lord Jesus. So 
hear the words from Ephesians 
5:6-17, “Let no man deceive you 
with vain words: for because of 
these things cometh the wrath of 
God upon the children of disobe-
dience (or unbelief). Be ye not 
partakers with them. For ye were 
sometimes darkness, but now are 
ye light in the Lord; walk as chil-
dren of light: (For the fruit of the 
Spirit is in all goodness and righ-
teousness and truth); Proving 
what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them. For it is 
a shame even to speak of those 
things which are done of them in 
secret. But all things are reproved 
(discovered) are made manifest 
by the light: for whatsoever doth 
make manifest is light. Where-
fore he saith, a wake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light. 
See then that ye walk circum-
spectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil. Wherefore be ye 
not unwise, but understanding 
what the will of the Lord is.”

Respecting 
others’ rights
From Kitty Creeth, Reedville

I’ve had to wait to write this 
letter until I could control my 
temper and not allow myself 
to become one of the people 
I’m writing about. First, let me 
say, I love living on the North-
ern Neck. People, for the most 
part, are loving, caring, con-
cerned folks who would give 
you the shirt off their backs if 
you needed it. This is the main 
reason I decided to stay here 
after I came in 1999 to care for 
my mother.

With the election around the 
corner, we have many opinions 
and differences. Most of us have 
known for a long time the people 
we will support in the election. 
There are still a few undecided, 
but for the most part we have 
made up our minds. The great-
est thing about living in this 
country is that we are given a 
right to choose the people we 
want to run it. Many countries 
don’t have this luxury. We also 
have the right to display signs 
saying who we will support.

I am so angry at the people 
who have taken down Obama 
signs, threatened to boycott 
businesses if they put up signs, 
and told their staff they can’t 
wear pins, shirts, or even have 
bumper stickers on their cars 
when they come to work.

I hate the signs that say 
“McCain Country.” This isn’t 
McCain Country, it’s the United 
States of America, but I sup-
port your right to display these 
signs. I also think, the idea of 
“Drill here, drill now” is abso-
lutely crazy, but it’s your right 
to display this if  you so choose. 
There are businesses all over the 
area displaying signs for their 
candidates, and it seems to be 
all right as long as it’s for the 
“other party.”

Now I ask you, what is wrong 
with this picture? I have had to 
put up with George Bush for 
eight long  years. He is leaving 
us in such a mess that it will 
take whomever we elect more 
than his term in office to fix it. 
As a matter of fact, I don’t know 
if I will see it in my lifetime. But 

that does not give me the right to 
steal signs and threaten people 
who don’t agree with me.

I realize that the guilty people 
who continue to do these awful 
things probably don’t read the 
newspaper, but those of  you 
who know who these people are, 
should tell them to stop it now.

None of us know at the 
moment the outcome of the 
election, but I hope whatever 
the results are that we will all 
be able to live on the Northern 
Neck without fear of retribution 
and conflict. Those who have 
been involved in this should be 
ashamed of themselves.

There is an old saying my 
grandmother used to use when 
she didn’t agree with someone 
or thing, “Everyone is entitled 
to his own opinion said the old 
lady as she kissed the cow’s 
behind.” 

Now you have mine. I intend 
to vote for Obama, Warner and 
Day. This is my God-given right 
and I am proud that I am able 
to live in this country and say it. 
Now, please respect my rights, 
and I will continue to respect 
yours.

More letters on page A8
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Credit where 
credit is due
From Laura Dent, Callao

Reading the article in the 
October 16 edition of the 
Rappahannock Record about 
the Hospice Regatta held this 
past weekend at Yankee Point 
Sailboat Marina, I was stunned 
to see no mention or thank you 
to all the people who made this 
spectacular event happen.

The author of this press 
release obviously believes that 
he just wished this event to 
happen and it did. This race did 
not occur in a vacuum. It did 
not happen by itself. The boats 
did not just mysteriously appear 
on the river each day and then 
disappear in a puff of cloud.

This fine regatta, as acknowl-
edged by the writer of the pub-
lished piece in the online video, 
is the largest regatta on the bay 
and voted by Chesapeake Bay 
Magazine Readers as the Best 
Regatta on the Bay. More than 
130 boats participated in two 
days of races. More than 500 
people participated in the week-
end’s events. All of this was 
based at Yankee Point Sailboat 
Marina, a beautiful, family-run 
(not corporate) facility.

The regatta was the result 
of hard and sustained work of 
more than 50 volunteers along 
with donations of food and 
supplies by area businesses. At 
the top of the list should be the 
enormous investment of time, 
money, facilities and person-
nel by the owners of Yankee 
Point Sailboat Marina, Ken and 
Karen Knull.

I am an employee of this 
marina, having been employed 
weekends there for three years. 
I can see the hours dedicated 
by these owners to assure that 
the event is first rate and that 
everyone’s needs and wants 
are accommodated. This letter 
reflects my own opinions and 
observations.

Yankee Point did not charge 
for the use of the marina 
grounds over this weekend. The 
marina provided free slips for 
as many participants as could 
be accommodated. The marina 
did not charge facility fees for 
use of showers and restrooms, 
even though they had to pump 
the septic during the weekend 
due to the huge turnout. Who 
paid for all that ?

Yankee Point stopped all 
marina operations by mid-day 
the Friday of the race weekend, 
and all marina personnel were 
used to facilitate the prepara-
tions—extra store personnel 
were available (and paid) to 
assist, working long past their 
regular hours to accommodate 
all entrants. Who paid for this?

The vast logistics involved 
collecting registrations, fees, 
preparing and printing tickets 
for the events, organizing the 
various classes, purchasing sup-
plies, innumerable phone calls, 
ordering flags, shirts, hats, etc. 
for the various classes, hours of 
accounting, not to mention the 
hundreds of hours to make sure 
the facility was in top notch 
condition.

Defining socialism
From Celeste Gates,
Glebe Point

It appears that the McCain 
campaign, like the Bush cam-
paign before it, is again using 
fear to compel voters. This time 
it’s the “S” word; you guessed 
it, socialism.

According to Merriam 
Webster, socialism is “Any of 
various theories or systems of 
social organization in which 
the means of producing and 
distributing goods is owned 
collectively, or by a centralized 
government that often plans 
and controls the economy.”

For our frightened Republi-
can brothers and sisters, abso-
lutely nothing proposed by 
Barack Obama falls into this 
category.

Break the glass
ceiling for Palin
From Mei-Li Beane,
Kilmarnock

When Barak Obama  began 
to appear in the political fir-
mament, I thought, “Despite 
his ill-advised political ideas, 
he is  a well-educated, intelli-
gent  young  African American 
male  who will help  counter-
act the  negative stereotyping 
of black men on TV. This is  
good.” 

When Hillary appeared to 
be the presumptive nominee, 
I could agree that it was good 
that a woman had risen to such 
heights even though  I agreed 
with her on almost nothing.  
From time to time, the media 
made some snide remark about 
her pants suits or  the timbre 
of her voice, but it was rather 
minor. Mostly, they raised her 
up as a model for all women, 
often  implying all women 
should vote for her because she 
was a woman. “It is time for 
the ultimate glass ceiling to be 
broken,” they clamored.

Then Sarah Palin and Cindy 
McCain, two highly accom-
plished women, came along 
and apparently feminism in 
the media  had sudden cardiac 
arrest and died altogether.  How 
could these two intelligent, 
accomplished women who defy 
all  the liberal stereotypes  dare 
to be successful? “Go away  you 
down-trodden, family first, con-
servative women,” they seemed 
to say. “Get back where you 
belong! If you are not willing to 
follow our stereotypes, you have 
no right to be in politics”

And so, out poured gallons 
and gallons of ink calling Palin 
“Caribou Barbie,” a dumb 
beauty pageant contestant, a 
Stepford wife and every insult-
ing, male chauvinist epithet 
they could muster. More time 
was spent describing Cindy 
McCain’s clothing and hair 
than her extensive work on 
behalf of the poor.  In fact, her 
unmatched charitable work was 
recently mocked in the New 
York Times as just the work of 
a Princess Diana wanna be.

I guess there is  a glass ceil-
ing that needs to be broken: 
The media’s bias against any 
woman who dares not toe their 
line. Let’s go break it Novem-
ber 4.

Supporting Palin 
and McCain
From Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

The press has seized upon 
Republican Vice-Presidential 
candidate Sarah Palin’s supposed 
lack of qualification, at the same 
time ignoring Democratic Sen. 
Obama’s very slim credentials.

There is a strong element of 
chauvinism in this, of conde-
scension just because she is an 
attractive young woman and thus 
not to be taken seriously. Or per-
haps it is Eastern liberal elitism 
that places greater value on Ivy 
League degrees than those from 
state universities plus practical 
experience. Come to think of it, 
an awful lot of Ivy Leaguers on 
Wall Street have made a terrible 
mess that middle Americans are 
going to have to pay for.

In fact, Gov. Sarah Palin, only 
three years younger than Obama, 
has a world more practical expe-
rience than he has. Obama has 
glided glibly upward, a smooth 
talker who has never had to 
assume responsibility, first as a 
local agitator, then as an Illinois 
legislator who repeatedly and 
often avoided tough votes by 
voting “present” on issues and 
now as a part-term Senator who 
has spent his whole time in office 
campaigning for higher office.

Gov. Palin, on the other hand, 
has worked her way up, starting 
in the PTA, then two terms on 
the city council and two terms 
as a hugely popular mayor and 
chairman of the association 
of Alaska mayors, chairman 
of Alaska’s important energy 
agency and now as Alaska’s gov-
ernor enjoying overwhelming 

Wittman is
a wise choice
From Jan Fadeley, Lancaster

We in Virginia’s District 
One, which includes the 
Northern Neck, are excep-
tionally fortunate to be rep-
resented by Rob Wittman as 
our House of Representatives 
member. You can rest assured 
that the votes he casts are the 
result of decisions made with 
concern for  you and me. He 
knows our local needs because 
he is one of us.

Rep. Wittman is a native of 
Westmoreland County, having 
served his community well in 
several government positions 
over many years: town council 
and mayor of Montross for 10 
years, a member of Westmore-
land County Board of Super-
visors for several years, then 
two years in the House of Del-
egates in Richmond and now 
finishing the term of the late 
Jo Ann Davis of Washington, 
D.C. He has worked diligently 
on our behalf and deserves 
our vote November 4 so he 
can continue to represent us 
in Congress for the next two 
years.

A major accomplishment 
announced recently is Witt-
man’s assistance in securing 
financial support for the Family 
Maternity Center of the North-
ern Neck (a 501-C non-profit 
birthing center to replace the 
services no longer provided 
at the hospital). Through 
U.S.D.A.’s Rural Development 
program, a grant of $50,000 
is being given to this project 
and loans are arranged in the 
amount of $1,800,540 at a low 
interest rate. This is just one 
example of our Congressman 
working for his constituents.

If you wonder about Witt-
man’s position on current 
issues, visit wittman.house.
gov. His voting record in the 
House of Representatives is 
also available at congress.
org. You can even send him an 
e-mail. He answered mine.

My vote will be for Rob 
Wittman. He is a dedicated 
representative and will work 
to accomplish the goals I feel 
are worthy and important. His 
experience of many years of 
public service gives us a his-
tory on which we can build our 
trust. His opponent represents 
an unknown quantity, rather 
than a trustworthy candidate. 
Please vote for Rob Wittman 
November 4.
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Every morning of the week-
end required tremendous 
amounts of time to pick up rub-
bish around the marina. Trust 
me, sailors after a good party 
aren’t as “green” as they like to 
think they area. Who did this? 
Karen and Ken Knull did, after 
running the marina during the 
day and being ‘on call’ through-
out the event for anyone or 
anything. Almost 1,000 hours 
of work was contributed by the 
Knulls, the marina, and volun-
teers for the sake of Hospice.

The marina is the largest 
financial contributor to the 
regatta, yet I did not see them 
mentioned in the list of spon-
sors in the program. Does their 
contribution of all the above 
not matter? If we remove from 
the regatta the marina and all its 
associated contributions, where 
does that leave the regatta orga-
nizers?

I would like to ask the author 
of the press release, while he 
preens his feathers, if he could 
find any other facility in the 
area as fine as this one, and any 
better organizers, to hold this 
event?

If the answer is no, then he 
owes Hospice, the volunteers, 
local contributors, and espe-
cially the Knulls, a huge apol-
ogy and his undying gratitude 
for making him and his regatta 
organizers look so good.

popularity halfway through her 
term. Throughout, she has kept 
her feet firmly on the ground 
and not lost touch with average 
Alaskans. She brings not only 
proven executive experience to 
the Republican ticket, she will 
keep John McCain firmly in 
touch with average Americans 
during his presidency.

Sen. Obama, on the other 
hand, is untested and unknown, 
both to his own party and the 
American people. He has no 
body of accomplishment to point 
to, no performance in a respon-
sible position on which he can be 
judged and evaluated. He is just 
a smooth-talking politician who 
promises the world to a gullible 
public when he has no idea how 
to accomplish it or how we will 
pay for it. This last is important, 
especially as we work our way 
out of the current economic 
crisis. We can’t afford grandiose 
new programs and pie-in-the-sky 
promises.

Sober, straight-talking John 
McCain, tested in the strongest 
crucibles, with Sarah Palin, 
knows how to eliminate wasteful 
spending and put our nation back 
on a balanced family budget. We 
don’t need an Obama to raise 
our taxes out of sight, employ an 
army of bureaucrats and ask for 
our thanks when he gives only 
half our money back. This is an 
austere and critical time, and 
John McCain is the right man for 
our Presidency.
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Presented by
The Lancaster Players

November 6,7,8 & 13,14,15
7:00pm Social Hour - 8:00pm Curtain

November 9 Matinee
2:00 pm Social Hour – 3:00pm Curtain

$20 for Adults
Includes complimentary cheese, fruit and crackers platter

At The Lancaster Playhouse in White Stone 

Prepaid Reservations Required  
Call 435-3776 or 

www.lancasterplayers.org

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

 During our country’s early days, men 
wore most of the jewelry. However, the ladies 
were not neglected. First Lady Dolly Madison 
wore diamonds which were imported from 
Paris through the British blockade in 1812, 
and this fashion statement received lots of 
public attention.
 Men and women both appreciate re-
ceiving jewelry, the perfect gift. You’re invited 
to inspect our collection of diamonds and 
other fine gems.

Seafood Buffet w/crab legs  Sat. 5–9 p.m.

Breakfast Bar  Sat. & Sun. 7–10:45 a.m.

Family Style Bar  Sun. 11:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Economy Specials Nightly

Open 7 days a week  
for breakfast, lunch and dinner

~ Breakfast Served All Day ~
Banquet Facilities to accommodate 350

2737 Greys Point Road • State Rt. 3 • Topping
(804) 758-2262

Pilot House

Great Food Great Prices

Support the Lancaster County Explorers!

Spook-tacular Halloween
Haunted House

Friday, october 31, 2008
FREE CANDY!

Children 10 and under
 6 p.m - 7:30 p.m

Adults & Children above 10
 8 p.m. - 10 p.m.

 Location:  Kilmarnock Rescue 
   Squad Building 

61 Harris Drive (Just past the YMCA)

come for a haunting good time!

n Woman’s Club
The Rev. Hugh White, an art 

restoration specialist, will be 
the guest speaker at the Wom-
an’s Club of White Stone meet-
ing at 11:30 a.m. November 5. 
He will demonstrate restoration 
of old paintings and evaluate 
paintings brought by members 
and guests.

Visitors welcome. Bring a 
sandwich and the rest will be 
provided.

n Winter market
The Winter Market at Reed-

ville, an indoor/outdoor market, 
will feature arts, crafts and food 
products Saturday, November 
8, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
Festival Halle on Main Street 
in Reedville.

n White Stone festival
White Stone Baptist and 

White Stone United Meth-
odist churches will hold a 
fall festival at the Methodist 
Church October 25 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. to benefit the 
Family Maternity Center of 
the Northern Neck.

The event will feature arts, 
crafts, a silent auction of 
exhibitor-donated items, free 
senior citizen IDs sponsored 
by Lancaster Union Masonic 
Lodge 88 of Kilmarnock, 
children’s activities, a bake 
sale and Brunswick stew. The 
stew must be picked up by 
11:30 a.m. To reserve stew, 
call 435-2385. 

n Weight loss
The “First Place 4 Health” 

program will begin meeting 
again in November. This is a 
faith-based weight loss pro-
gram, supported and endorsed 
by nutritionists as well as phy-
sicians. The 13-week program 
provides instruction, encour-
agement and support to its 
members. In addition, there is 
a weekly Bible study.

Classes will be held Mon-
days at 6:45 p.m. The begin-
ning date and location are still 
to be determined. To join, call 
Kathy Conrad at 462-5600.

n Veterans dinner
A Veterans Day dinner will 

be held from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
November 11 at Kilmarnock 
United Methodist Church to 
benefit the Families of the 
Wounded Veterans Fund.

n Turkey dinner
On November 8, New 

Friendship Baptist Church 
in Burgess will host its 
annual turkey dinner.  Pro-
ceeds will benefit the Food 
First Ministry.  Dinner will 
be served from 5 to 7 p.m.  
The menu will include turkey 
with stuffing, mashed pota-
toes and gravy, green beans, 
sweet potatoes and cranber-
ries.  Home baked desserts 
also will be available. 

Adult meals are $12, chil-
dren ages 6 to 12 are $4 and 
children under 6 are free.  
Carryouts will be available.  
Call 580-2127 for carryouts.

n Serving spaghetti
The Youth Club of Lancaster 

County will hold a spaghetti 
dinner Thursday, October 23, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Hayden 
Building at Dream Fields on 
Irvington Road 

Tickets are available from 
local businesses or at the door.  
Ticket prices are $8 for adults 
and $6 for students. The menu 
includes: salad, spaghetti, 
homemade bread, drink and a 
donation dessert table. Dine in 
or carry out.

n Seminar for seniors
On October 28 from 8:30 

a.m. to 2 p.m., Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Canterbury 
(RW-C) will present Voyages 
for aging adults to think about 
their futures from spiritual, 
social, physical and legal per-
spectives.

The program will include a 
continental breakfast, refresh-
ment breaks and lunch. RW-C 
is off Route 464. For reserva-
tions, call 438-4000. 

n Seeking assistance
The Lancaster County Sal-

vation Army seeks donations to 
assist needy families with food, 
clothing and toys. “Please give 
locally, so we can help locally,” 
said chairperson Dianna 
Carter.

Send donations to Lancaster 
County Salvation Army, 1229 
Weems Road, Weems, VA 
22576.

n Poetry readings
Charlottesville author Tim 

Lewis will present a reading 
from The Virginiad, A People’s 
History of Virginia in Poetry at 
10:30 a.m. October 25 at the 
Lancaster Community Library 
in Kilmarnock.  Lewis also will 
present a program at 7 p.m. 
October 23 at the Northumber-
land County Library in Heaths-
ville.

 

n Plantation prep
The George Washington 

Birthplace National Monu-
ment 4-H Heritage Club will 
host activities typical of a 1732 
plantation getting ready for 
winter from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
October 25. Demonstrations 
will include blacksmithing, 
hearth cooking, spinning and 
weaving.

The George Washington  
Birthplace National Monument 
is on Route 204 some 2 miles 
off of Route 3 near Montross. 
Admission is $4 per visitor 
ages 16 and older.

n Oktoberfest
Join in Oktoberfest 2008 

at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Callao from 3 to 7 
p.m. November 1. There will be 
authentic German food, beer, 
music and a silent auction.

Proceeds will benefit Habitat 
for Humanity. Tickets are $25 
per person. Advance tickets 
are required by October 1. Call 
529-5788.

n Nut sale
The Women of Grace Epis-

copal Church in Kilmarnock 
nut sale is under way.  Call 
Kinnet Ehring at 438-9320 by 
November 4 to place an order.

Items include 20-ounce and 
40-ounce cans of Hubs salted 
and unsalted peanuts for $12 
and $17 respectively; 20-ounce 
cans of Hubs chocolate  covered 
peanuts for $14; 20-ounce cans 
of Calhoun chocolate covered 
pecans for $17; and 16-ounce 
bags of Calhoun shelled pecan 
halves for $10.

n NAACP banquet
The November 15 NAACP 

banquet at The Beacon in Top-
ping will feature the Virginia 
Conference NAACP director 
as the keynote speaker. Tickets 
will be $22 per person, free for 
children under age 5. Attendees 
need not be chapter members. 
For reservations, call Peggy 
Dillon at 436-7103.

n Music night
NetCruisers  Cafe will host  

an open mic and band  night 
Saturday, October 25, from 
6:45 to 9:15 p.m. Musicians 
will include Alan Sobel, Alice 
Hershiser and  other  musical 
mystery guests.   Folk, Celtic, 
Irish and other types of soul-
ful music will be featured. The 
cover charge is $3.   

Seating is limited to 45. For 
reservations, call 462-7711, or 
visit. 

n Library lottery
Tickets are on sale for the 

Lancaster Community Library’s 
annual lottery. Some 600 tickets 
may be sold through January 9 
at $100 each. The drawing will 
be held at the library January 
10 at 10:30 a.m.

Grand prize is $10,000; two 
first prizes of $2,500 each, three 
second prizes of $500 each and 
five third prizes of $250 each. 
Purchase tickets at the library 
Mondays through Saturday, or 
visit www.lancasterlibrary.org.

n Lancaster Players
The Lancaster Players will 

present “Rumors” by Neil 
Simon November 6, 7, 8 and 
13, 14 and 15 in the evenings 
and a matinee November 9. A 
social hour will begin at 7 p.m. 
for evening performances and 
at 2 p.m. for the matinee.

Seats are $20 for adults, 
including a complimentary 
cheese, fruit and crackers 
plate. Prepaid reservations are 
required. Visit lancasterplay-
ers.org, or call 435-3776.

n Haven benefit
The fourth annual “Create 

for Haven’s Sake” benefit will 
be held October 25 at St. Mar-
garet’s School in Tappahan-
nock.

Items such as art, crafts, 
plants, edibles and other hand 
crafts are needed. Gift certifi-
cates of any amount for pur-
chases or services to include 
in the silent auction would be 
appreciated. Proceeds will ben-
efit The Haven.

n Haunting tales
On Thursday, October 30, 

visit the Westmoreland County 
Museum as it  partners with the 
Rappahannock Regional Library 
for an evening of stories and 
frights.

The program will begin at 6:30 
p.m. in the library with stories 
told by Daisy Douglas and the 
Weavers of the Word. Next , there 
will be a costume contest at the 
library. At 7:30 p.m., participants 
will be led down the road to the 
haunted museum. Refreshments 
will follow, back at the library.

At 9 p.m, the haunted museum 
will be opened to the braver 
public. Admission will be $3. 
Refreshments will follow in the 
field behind the museum.

n Haunted house
The Hallowed Ground 

Haunted House behind the Hart-
field Volunteer Fire Department 
at Routes 3 and 33 in Middlesex 
County will be open Saturdays 
and Sundays, October 18, 19, 
25, 26, and Friday, October 31, 
from dark to 10 p.m. 

Admission is $5. There will 
be free parking at the Hart-
field Park-n-Ride and in a field 
behind it. No one under age 
12 will be admitted without a 
parent or guardian. 

n Harp-violin concert
The Rappahannock Concert 

Association will present harp-
ist Anita Burroughs-Price and 
violinist Brian Reagin at 7:30 
p.m. October 26 at Warsaw 
Baptist Church.

Tickets are $20 each. Tickets 
may be available at the door, 
or call Betsey Fountain at 493-
9522.

n Hake fish
Morning Star Baptist Church 

in Northumberland County 
will serve a hake fish breakfast 
on November 1 beginning at 
7:30 a.m. at the church. Eat in 
or carry out. A donation will be 
requested.

n Fish fry
The men’s ministry of Cal-

vary Baptist Church at 390 East 
Church Street in Kilmarnock 
will hold a fish fry October 25 
beginning at 10 a.m. until.

The menu will include 
fried fish, cole slaw, and hush 
puppies. The fee is $10 per 
person.

n Farmhouse Concert
Guitarist Stephen Bennett 

will present a Farmhouse Con-
cert October 25 at the home of 
Mary Beane in Miskimon.

Depending upon interest, 
shows will be at 4 p.m. and 
8:30 p.m. A donation of $15 is 
payable at the door. Dessert and 
coffee, tea or water included. 
Reservations required, farm-
house_concerts@hotmail.com.

n Children's fair
The Northern Neck Foster 

Parent Program will have a 
Children’s Health and Safety 
fair at Lowes in Tappahannock 
October 25 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Uncle Curt and Hugs will 
do balloon art and face painting. 
There also will be a Stranger 
Danger Magic Show. Various 
door prizes will be given away 
throughout the day.

n Brunswick stew
Heathsville United Method-

ist Church will serve Bruns-
wick stew November 1 at the 
church. The stew will be avail-
able for purchase for $8 per 
quart at 11:30 a.m. and con-
tinue until all the stew is sold.

Also a yard sale and bake 
sale will be held in the church 
parking lot beginning at 8 
a.m.  Donated items should be 
brought to the church October 
30 or 31. 

n Beatles show
The Kilmarnock Volunteer 

Fire Department in associa-
tion with Fatt Catt Productions 
will present Come Together, a 
Tribute to the Beatles, at 8 p.m. 
January 17 at the Lancaster 
Middle School Theater in Kil-
marnock. Tickets are $20.  All 
seats are reserved.

Tickets are available in Kil-
marnock at Bank of Lancaster 
main branch at 100 South Main 
Street, Crowther Ford and Mer-
cury at 405 North Main Street, 
Noblett Appliance at 17 South 
Main Street and Hair Design 
Studio at 89 South Main Street. 
Call 435-6880, or email jan@
fcpsound.net.

n Annual bazaar
Irvington United Methodist 

Church will continue its Fall 
and Holiday Bazaar from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. November 1 and 
December 6. The bazaar offers 
theme baskets, holiday items, 
entertainment gifts, special 
tables and wreaths.

Chili will be featured on 
November 1 and vegetable 
soup on December 6.

Haunted trails
A skeletal ghoul  protects his treasure on the haunted trails 
of Belle Isle State Park this weekend in celebration of Hal-
loween.  For two nights, ghost pirate Wet Willie will emerge  
from the grave along with several  cadavers and things that 
go bump in the night.  Younger children will enjoy the night 
creatures on a walk down a nature trail lit by lightening 
bugs. The event includes ghost stories, movies, and hay rides  
from 6:30  to 9:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday, October 24 
and 25. The fee is $5 per victim. Reservations are required. 
Call 462-5030. (Photo by Audrey Thomasson)
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Drop by Swank’s on 
Halloween night 

in your 
Halloween costume 
and receive a complimentary 

appetizer with the purchase of your 
favorite adult beverage and/or 

entree.

Select your free appetizer from our 
ghoulish menu and say hello to your 

friends and the staff at Swank’s
 (if you recognized them!)

Must wear costume

Limit 1 per table

Excludes Happy Hour 
beverage specials

36 n. main street • 804.436.1010

n Democrats to meet
The Lancaster Democrats 

will meet Monday, October 27, 
at the Bank of Lancaster north-
side branch in Kilmarnock at 
7 p.m.  Beverages and snacks 
will be served at 6:30 p.m.

Discussions and reports will 
focus on get-out-the-vote activ-
ities for the state campaigns of 
Mark Warner for Senate and 
Bill S. Day Jr. for Congress and 
Barak Obama for President.
Anyone interested in partici-
pating in Democratic activities 
and who wants to share political 
opinions is invited to attend.



Calendar of Events
Stratford Hall

483 Great House Road, Stratford, Virginia 22558
  (804) 493-8038  www.StratfordHall.org

Located on Route 214 off Route 3 in Westmoreland County

Historical Haunts
October 25
� rills and chills for the whole family! Join us for 
Stratford’s annual Halloween Extravaganza from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. � e event will include eerie ghost walks, 
pumpkin painting, crafts and games for kids, and 
refreshments. General admission is $5 for adults and 
$3 for children. Children fi ve and under are free. For 
more information call 804-493-8038 extension 1920.

Thanksgiving Dinner
November 27
Join us for a traditional southern feast with choice of dinner 
seating times at either 12 noon or 3 p.m. Walk off  dinner 
with a Great House tour and shop ‘til you drop in the 
Gift Shop. � e menu includes roasted turkey and gravy, 
savory stuffi  ng, sliced Virginia baked and country ham, silver 
dollar crab cakes, mashed potatoes, and more! For a full menu 
visit the website at www.StratfordHall.org. Cost for dinner 
and a Grounds Pass is $40 for adults and $18 for children. 
Children fi ve and under are free. For reservations call the 
dining room at 804-493-9696.

Christmas Events

For more information, visit
www.StratfordHall.org

WREATH-MAKING WORKSHOP
D E C E M B E R  3

CHRISTMAS AT STRATFORD HALL
D E C E M B E R  1 2  &  1 3

SHP-1149 Oct 08 Calendar Ad_5.437"x9"_mech.indd   1 10/15/08   12:19:31 PM

Reach A Devoted Readership of 30,000 on the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula. Since 1989. Rates your business can afford. 

Call Mike Marcon 804-313-0932 www.pleasantlivingmagazine.com
Call for a complimentary copy.

MORE THAN 
CLOSETS 

INC.
Custom Closets

A Specialty

Custom Desks
Bookcases

Cabinets & Trim

Jamie Nichols
Office 804.526.0303 

Fax 804.526.0233
Cell 804.691.0020 

jamieteri@comcast.net
P.O. Box 2522 

Chester, VA 23831
P.O. Box 113

 White Stone, VA 22578

Liquidation Sale
Oriental Rugs & Runners
Once in a Lifetime Opportunity

Everything must go regardless of price.
All are genuine handmade oriental rugs 

from Iran, Pakistan, India & China.
Thousands to choose from in all sizes 2x3 to 12x18

$1 MILLION IN INVENTORY MUST GO

55% TO 75% OFF
ENTIRE INVENTORY ONE DAY ONLY

American Legion - Kilmarnock
882 Waverly Ave. (Rt. 608 off Rt. 3)

Saturday, Nov 1st, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Come to the show–Name Your Price

Due to circumstances beyond our control, we are forced to liquidate a 

large collection of magnificent Persian and Oriental rugs in the U.S.A.
ANY REASONABLE OFFER 

WILL NOT BE REFUSED
Please Note: If you are looking for a Persian Rug for investment as 

well as practical function to make your room more beautiful and more 
welcoming, this is the liquidation sale you are looking for. We will ac-

commodate you for almost any size rug and color that you want.
WE BUY AND EXCHANGE OLD RUGS

BRING THIS AD FOR DOOR PRIZES
Terms: Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

If there is any question call 301-412-3009

Jouette Nicole Groseclose 
and Matthew David Rowe 
were married July 26, 2008, at 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church in 
Marion with the Rev, James H. 
Bangle and the Rev. Robert J. 
Maier officiating. 

A program of wedding music 
was provided by pianist Ms. 
Elizabeth Smythe and flutist 
Ms. Beth Graham. Mrs. Joyce 
Cullop and Mrs. Patty Hayes 
served as wedding directors.

The bride is the daughter of 
Joanne and Vincent Groseclose 
of Marion. She is the grand-
daughter of Evelyn H. Grose-
close of Ceres and the late J.H. 
Groseclose, and Josephine M. 
Stowers of Bland and the late 
Claude S. Stowers.

The groom is the son of 
Marion and David Rowe of 
Lottsburg. He is the grandson 
of Martha Laine Garner Rowe 
of Lewisetta and the late M. 
Spear Rowe, and the late Lou 
Emma Fallin Barnes and S. 
Hugh Barnes Sr., formerly of 
Heathsville.

The bride was escorted by 
her father and presented by her 
parents. The bridesmaids were 
Ms. Erin Huber of Falls Church, 
Ms. Julie Kelly of Spring-
field, Ms. Elizabeth Martin 
of Blacksburg, Mrs. Heather 
Staley of Linden and Ms. Niki 
Swann of Heathsville. 

The flower girls were cousin 
of the bride Miss Emily Neece 
of Marietta, Ga., and cousin of 
the groom Miss Caroline Neale 
of Lottsburg.

The groom’s father served 
as best man. The groomsmen 

were brother of the bride Nich-
olas Groseclose of Marion, 
Evan Davis and Owen Howlett 
of Washington, D.C., Ben Mar-
zouk of Fairfax and Kyle West 
of Fredericksburg. 

The ring bearers were cousin 
of the bride Ethan Neece of 
Marietta and cousin of the 
groom Thomas Neale of Lotts-
burg.

The bride is a graduate of 
The College of William and 
Mary and is employed by the 
Northern Neck-Middle Pen-
insula Community Services 
Board in Saluda. 

The groom also is a gradu-
ate of The College of William 
and Mary and has a master’s 
in public administration from 
Virginia Tech. He is  the county 
planner for Mathews County.  

The couple live in Halli-
eford. 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew David Rowe

Rowe-Groseclose wedding held

Mr. and Mrs. George  
Allie  Garbutt of Richmond 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Miss Elizabeth 
Weber Garbutt of Harrison-
burg,  to Robert George Huff 
of Harrisonburg,  the  son of 
Capt. Bob Huff and Mrs. Gail 
Huff  of White Stone.

The bride-to-be  is the 
granddaughter of  Mrs. Hazel  
W.  Garbutt  of  Atlanta, Ga.,  
and the late  Mr. George  
A.  Garbutt,  and the late  Mrs. 
Florence C. Weber  and  
Charles G. Weber, formerly 
of Richmond. 

The prospective groom is 
the grandson of Mrs. Betty 
Baker of New Park, Pa., 
and Jim Huff of Pennington 
Gap,  and Mrs. Charlotte 
George of Matthews,  and the 
late  Capt. Norman George of 
White Stone.

Miss Garbutt  is a gradu-
ate of Mills E. Godwin High 
School and received a bach-
elor’s from  James Madison 
University. She is a  preschool 
teacher in Harrisonburg and 
plans to pursue a master’s in 
speech pathology.  

Mr. Huff  is a graduate of  
Lancaster High School and 
received a bachelor’s from  
James Madison University. 
He is the GIS manager at the 
Central Shenendoah Plan-
ning District Committee in 
Staunton. 

A June wedding is planned 
in Key West, Fla.

Robert George Huff and 
Elizabeth Weber Garbutt

Polly Poffenroth and daugh-
ter, Ella, of Potomac, Md., were 
weekend guests of her mother, 
Dixie, and Innis Wood at their 
home on Natty Point Cove. Also 
visiting this week for a few days 
is Mrs. Wood’s daughter, Janet 
Bridwell, of Concord, N.C.

Mrs. Paul Ticer hosted a sur-
prise birthday party for her daugh-
ter, Sharon Harrison Estabrook at 
the home of John Wilson. Those 
attending the pajama party gath-
ering were her daughter, Emily 
of New York City, her brother 
and sister-in-law, Allen and 
Janet Harrison and their children 
Daniel and Philip, sisters, Karen 
Harrison and Kay Gale, all of Kil-
marnock, friends Julie Gravatt of 
Lancaster, Lisa Daniel of Reed-
ville, and Ann Shelton of Weems. 
Her daughter Emily also shared 
birthday honors.

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Sellew 
were recently in Hickory, N.C., 
with their daughter and family, 
Pam and Brian Siemering and 
daughters, Elise and Nichole. 
While there they celebrated the 
birthdays of Mr. and Mrs. Sellew 
and granddaughter, Nichole, and 
visited the other granddaughter, 
Elise, a freshman at High Point 
University.

Lee Acors of Virginia Beach 
was a weekend guest of his 
mother, Mrs. Myrna Carroll 
Acors.

Mike Flaherty of Richmond 
was with his mother, Mrs. Leah 
Flaherty, at Indian Creek one day 
last week.

Guests of Mrs. Anna Jo Sand-
ers last week were a cousin, Mrs. 
Dorothy Akinson, and daughter, 
Jennie, of Earaboo, Wisconsin, 
and Mrs. Sara Doughler of Ches-
apeake.

Paul and Carol Treakle have 

returned to their home in White 
Stone after attending the funeral 
of her brother, James Richard 
Pratt, in East Charleston, Vt.

Tom and Carol Fletcher have 
returned from Northern Virginia 
where they enjoyed a family get-
together with their children, Mr. 
and Mrs. David Fletcher, and 
children, Riley, Will and Larkin, 
of Annandale, Dr. Wade Fletcher 
of Savannah, Ga., and Brandt 
Fletcher of Alexandria.

George and Peggy Clark Carl-
son, Steve and Freeda Clark Roth-
enberg, Kenny and Nancy Clark 
Cruser, all daughters and sons-
in-laws of the late William D. 
Clark of Lively and Kilmarnock, 
were in Kilmarnock and Wind-
mill Point for the recent reunion 
of the Archie and Lottie Hinson 
Clark family, on the weekend of 
October 11 and 12. The Carlsons 
and Rothenbergs live in Cape 
May, N.J., and the Crusers live in 
Delaware. Also traveling with the 
Clark sisters and their husbands 
was Alice Clark, a longtime resi-
dent of Lively, who is presently 
residing in New Jersey.

Recent weekend guests of Betty 
and Larry Taylor were daughter, 
Barbara, and son-in-law, Clarence 
Horst. They enjoyed visits to the 
Steamboat Era Museum, Christ 
Church, Kilmarnock Inn and 
The Rappahannock Art League 
Studio Gallery.

Guests of Jim and Ginger 
Philbrick are Capt. Robert Bates 
of Gales Ferry, Conn., and long-
time friends, Stewart and Percy 
Oakes of Corryton, Tenn.

News from Sue Abrams, who 
has been at Pharham Health 
Center for 9 plus weeks, is that 
she is scheduled for surgery at 
MCV on October 23. Best wishes 
are extended for her.

Miss Ivana Lahucka and David 
Robertson Nichols were married 
June 7, 2008, on the river bank of 
Park Place near White Stone, the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. David Buell 
Nichols, the groom’s parents. The 
Rev. David May officiated.

The bride is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ivan Lahucky of Tren-
cin, Slovakia. She is the grand-
daughter of Mrs. Helena Novotna 
and the late Rudolf Novotny of 
Opatova nad Vahom, Slovakia, 
and the late Michal Lahucky and 
Alzbeta Lahucka of Trencin, Slo-
vakia.

The groom is the grandson of 
George Robertson and the late 
Alice Doreen Robertson of Vic-
toria, British Columbia, Canada, 
and the late Peter A.C. Nichols 
and Marion Nichols, formerly of 
Burgess and White Stone.

Mr. Robertson escorted the 
mother of the bride and the mother 
of the groom to their places as the 
ceremony began.

Escorted by her brother, Andrej 
Lahucky of Cheshire, England, 
the bride wore a gown of ivory 
silk dupioni and carried a bou-
quet of red and green roses with 
cymbidium orchids.

Miss Sarah B. Nichols of Wilm-
ington, Del., sister of the groom, 
attended as maid of honor. Miss 
Martina Majirosova, of Jovice, 
Slovakia, college friend of the 
bride, and Ms. Gloria C. Mercer 
of Topping, friend of the bride, 
served as bridesmaids.

The attendants wore wine-
colored gowns with pin-tucked 
skirts and carried flowers com-
plementary with the bridal bou-
quet.

Dr. David Nichols served as 
his son’s best man. The grooms-
men, all childhood friends of 
the groom, were John H. Geier 
of Irvington, James B. Johnston 
IV of Kilmarnock, Prescott W. 
Metcalf of Nags Head, N.C., 
and Michael B. Pruett of Crested 
Butte, Colo. The ushers included 
friends of the groom, David J. 
Donofrio of La Jolla, Calif., Ian 
M. Geeson of Rum Cay, Baha-
mas, James F. Hamilton Jr. of 
Richmond, Charles M. Sand-

ers of Raleigh, N.C., Marvin M. 
Schultz of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin 
Islands, and Brian J. Woodruff of 
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dr. Peter Leckie of Duncan, 
Vancouver Island, Canada, piped 
the newly married couple down 
the aisle.

The guests were greeted by the 
groom’s aunt and uncle, Chris 
Gunn and Robert Robertson, 
and their daughters Jessica and 
Louise, all of Sydney, Australia.

Among those attending were 
the bride’s cousins, Miroslav 
Roberta and Rastislav Robota of 
Slovakia.

The wedding coordinator was 
Holly Braly.

Following the ceremony, a 
reception with dinner and danc-
ing was held in the Park Place 
gardens.

Prenuptial events included a 
cocktail dinner reception hosted 
by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Gosse 
of Irvington, a kitchen bridal 
shower given by Mrs. Katherine 
Brydon of Richmond, a Cinco 
de Mayo-themed couples shower 
given by Mr. and Mrs. Chris Braly 
and Mr. and Mrs. Jack Geier of 
Irvington, and a bridal shower 
hosted by Mrs. Joyce Pittman of 
Lancaster.

A rehearsal dinner cookout 
was hosted by the engaged couple 
at Dr. Nichols’ Hummel Field 
hanger at Topping the evening 
before the wedding.

Following the wedding, the 
newlyweds vacationed with 
relatives from Slovakia in the 
Outer Banks, N.C., where the 
couple first met. A honeymoon 
in the Caribbean is planned for 
November.

The bride is a graduate of 
the Business Academy, Tren-
cin and Matej Bell University, 
Banska Bystrica, Slovakia. She 
is employed by the Bank of 
Lancaster in loan operations.

The groom is a graduate of 
Lancaster High School and 
James Madison University. He 
is vice-president, Hospitality 
Division, Donahue Properties 
in Kilmarnock. The couple live 
at Dymer Creek Estates.

Mr. and Mrs. David Robertson Nichols

Nichols-Lahucka wedding
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in Urbanna
presents their first

“un-Haunted House”
Snakes  Rats  Spiders  Millipedes 

Lizards  Frogs  Ferrets

Come by and meet all these creepy crawlies  
and see why they make great pets

Friday, October 31st from 5 – 7 p.m.
call 758-9880 for more details

see you there, if you dare



LAWN & GARDEN WORLD

BOOTH’S
LANDSCAPING CO.

★

★

★

★CELEBRITY FENCE★

Fall Mums and Pansies are Here!

20% off all 
Trees  &  Shrubs

The Gospel Truth
“Then touched He their eyes, saying, According to 
your faith be it unto you.”            MATTHEW 9:29

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world.”                  JOHN 1:29

“Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sor-
rows:... But He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities:... and with His 
stripes we are healed.”             ISAIAH 53:4,5

“For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle 
upon a thousand hills... lf I were hungry, I would not 
tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fullness there-
of.”                                                          PSALM 50:10,12

“Fret not thyself because of evildoers... Trust in the 
Lord, and do good...Delight thyself also in the Lord 
and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.”              
             PSALM 37:1-4

“Looking unto Jesus... who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross... and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.”         HEBREWS 12:2

According to Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn, director of the 
upcoming Lancaster Players’ 
production of “Rumors” by 
Neil Simon, “Fifty percent 
of directing is casting. The 
cast I’ve assembled has great 
chemistry and plays well off 
each other guaranteeing a 
spectacular show. The timing 
in Simon productions is criti-
cal and I believe our audi-
ences are really going to enjoy 
watching the actors in one 
door and out another, carrying 
on parallel conversations, and 
delivering hilarious lines.”

Imagine arriving at a 25th 
anniversary party hosted by 
the deputy mayor of New 
York and his wife. The host-
ess and servants are gone and 
the host has been shot and is 
unconscious. The fun begins 
as the host’s attorney, CPA, 
and analyst, along with their 
wives, attempt to come up 
with plausible stories for the 
police.  Glenn Cooper and 

his wife are the last couple 
to arrive. Cooper, who’s run-
ning for State Senate, cannot 
afford any scandal in his cam-
paign and yet he finds himself 
smack-dab in the middle of 
one.

John Mill has constructed a 
two-level set to depict a Victo-
rian house in Sneden’s Land-
ing that has been modernized 
to mirror a plush Manhattan 
penthouse.

Producer Sue Broadway and 
Elaine Parrish have collected 
contemporary furniture and 
are busy painting, upholster-
ing and recovering set pieces.

Mike Bedell, Kilmarnock 
Chief of Police, has lent 
authentic belts and holsters 
for the two policemen in the 
show.

Tess Dumais and Ilona 
Duncan, two members of 
the cast, have spent hours 
cleaning and freshening up 
the makeup and dressing 
rooms and Robert Mason has 

attended a rehearsal to take 
pictures of the cast. There are 
a myriad of people hard at 
work to make this one of the 
Players’ best productions thus 
far, said Nunn.

Tickets are $20 each and 
include a cheese and fruit 
platter. Reservations along 
with credit card information 
can be faxed to 435-2523, or 
reservations may be mailed 
with checks to The Lancaster 
Players, P.O. Box 731, White 
Stone, VA 22578. Confirma-
tion will be sent by email or 
phone once payment is made. 
All reservations must be made 
and paid for in advance.

The play will be presented 
at The Playhouse in White 
Stone at 7 p.m. November 6, 
7, 8, 13, 14 and 15, and at 2 
p.m. November 9.

“Rumors” is an adult play 
with some adult language and 
is not recommended for those 
under 16 years of age. Visit 
lancasterplayers.org.

Christ Church will hold its 
annual Volunteer Opportu-
nity Fair Wednesday, October 
29, at 9:30 a.m. in the Bayne 
Center on the church grounds 
at 420 Christ Church Road in 
Weems.

Christ Church, built in 
1735 by Robert “King” 
Carter, stands today much as 
it did centuries ago and is a 
source of information about 
the social, religious and 
political history of the North-
ern Neck. The church is open 
daily to visitors who tour it 
and its grounds to learn more 
about Colonial Virginia.

The church could not oper-
ate, however, without the 
efforts of some 300 volun-
teers who serve as docents, 
receptionists, gardeners, 
researchers, foundation 
members, preservationists, 
librarians, handymen and in 
other positions.

Members of the Volun-
teer Council will be present 
to assist attendees as they 
examine the areas need-
ing volunteers. Call Glenda 
Decker at 435-1498, or the 
office at 438-6855, or visit 
christchurch1735.org.

‘Rumors’ in rehearsal
“Rumors” cast members learn their cues.

Christ 
Church 
seeks new 
volunteers

A reunion of the descendants 
of Archie and Lottie  Hinson 
Clark was held October 11 at 
the Windmill Point home of 
Mike and Jenny Crowther. It 
was unusually warm and sunny 
for October with a breeze and 
a view of sailboats and water-
men.

The family meal was pro-
vided by the hosts and included 
crab cakes, Brunswick stew 
and oysters roasted over an 
open fire by Mike Crowther. 
The oysters were a great hit 
and many said they had never 
tasted fresher oysters, accord-
ing to George Carlson Jr.

The Crowthers’ watercraft 
and sandy beach were enjoyed 
by all. The water on the river 
was perfect. The younger set 

enjoyed games, toys and a turtle 
race. Tim Cruser entertained 
and tired out the younger boys 
with running games and tricks 
on the lawn. A pumpkin carv-
ing on the deck revealed artis-
tic talents of family members.

Those attending included 
Alice Clark, Roseanna Clark, 
Nell Clark Wilkins, D. Ran-
dolph Wilkins, Jessie Tolman 
Clark Engler, Buddy Clark, 
Mike and Jenny Wilkins 
Crowther, Jean Crowther, 
Kenny and Nancy Clark 
Cruser, Steven and Freeda 
Clark Rothenberg, George and 
Peggy Clark Carlson, Evan 
Carlson, Jarrod Carlson, Jim 
and Sandra Engler, Jim Engler 
Jr. and his wife and daughter, 
Elena, Joe and Beth Crowther 

Biddlecomb, their sons, Davis, 
Grant and Will Biddlecomb, 
Jennifer Cruser Brenneman, 
her sons, Brian and Zachary 
Brenneman, Tim and Juli-
anne Cruser, and their chil-
dren, Mark, Dylan and Sarah 
Cruser, Diane Wilkins Land-
man, Katie Landman O’Bier 
and her daughter, Brie.

The youngest member 
attending was Sarah Cruser. 
The oldest members were 
Jessie Engler and Roseanna 
Clark. Steve and Freeda Roth-
enberg traveled the greatest 
distance, from Mays Landing, 
N.J.

The entire family is grateful 
to Mike and Jenny Crowther 
for their generous hospitality, 
said George Carlson Jr.

Kilmarnock’s Kandy for 
Kids Halloween “Treats 
on Main” event has been 
expanded for 2008 to include 
Wal-Mart and will offer free 
rides on the Kilmarnock 
Trolley.

The “Boo Bus” will make 
continuous trips between 
downtown Kilmarnock and 
Wal-Mart from 4 to 6 p.m. 

The festivities then shift to 
Augusta Street for a costume 
contest and a pumpkin paint-
ing contest where children 
that picked up their pumpkin 
during Scottish Day return to 
have them judged. 

“Buzzy” the clown will 
present “Halloween magic” 
followed by the “Lighting of 
the Pumpkin.”

Kilmarnock Kandy for 
Kids is sponsored by the Kil-
marnock Chamber of Com-
merce.

The Lancaster High School 
Red Devil Band will sell fresh 
Florida Indian River Citrus to 
raise money for band trips 
and competitions.

This year the band will 
travel to Myrtle Beach to 
participate in the Heritage 
National Music Festival.

Customers have numer-
ous choices this year includ-
ing oranges, red grapefruit, 
tangelos and a mixed box of 
oranges and red grapefruit. 
All items are sold in small 
(2/5 bushel), or large (4/5 
bushel) sizes.

Community members wish-
ing to purchase fruit from a 
band student may place an 
order at fruitorder.com and 
input the LHS Band ID # 
975991. Orders online can be 
paid by credit card, and may 
be picked up at LHS. Orders 
will be taken until Octo-
ber 31. Fruit is scheduled to 
arrive tentatively November 
24 during the week of Thanks-
giving.

“This fruit from the Florida 
Indian River Groves is fantas-
tic,” said band director Robbie 
Spiers. “We sold quite a bit 
last year, and it received rave 
reviews from customers. I 
hope that persons who bought 
from graduating seniors or 
students who are no longer 
in band will call and let us 
serve them again. The online 
feature is new this year, and 
we hope to increase sales, by 
giving community members 
this option. It’s quick, easy, 
and works very well.”

LHS Band
begins annual 
citrus sales

Clark family reunion held

Estelle Tulloss of Harri-
sonburg, formerly of Weems, 
will celebrate her 90th birth-
day November 2, 2008.

Mrs. Tulloss was born 
in Baltimore. She married 
J. Carroll Tulloss of Balti-
more in 1943. They raised 
four children. Upon her hus-
band’s retirement from West-
ern Electric, they moved to 
Weems where they enjoyed 
volunteering, gardening and 
bird-watching in the country.

In 2000, they moved to the 
Virginia Mennonite Retire-
ment Community in Har-
risonburg, leaving many 
good friends behind at their 
church, in volunteer organi-
zations and in their Weems 
neighborhood. They cele-
brated their 65th anniversary, 
June 11, 2008, at the Peaks of 
Otter where all their children 
joined them as a surprise.

Mrs. Tulloss was a member 
of Kilmarnock United Meth-
odist Church, the local Audu-
bon Society chapter and 
volunteered at the Lancaster 
Community Library, Meals 
on Wheels and was available 
to help anyone at any time.

Her children and in-laws 

are Dr. Rodham E. and Mary 
Tulloss of Roosevelt, N.J.; 
Dr. Thomas C. Tulloss and 
his f iancé, Eva, of Heidel-
berg, Germany; Catherine 
H.T. and Walter Brookhart of 
Houston, Texas; and Estelle 
K.T. and Don Wagner of 
Moyers, W.Va. She has four 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

Send cards, memories and 
photos to Estelle Tulloss, 1491 
Virginia Avenue, #513, Harri-
sonburg, VA 22802-2433.

Tulloss birthday card shower set

Estelle K.H. Tulloss

Halloween 
festivities 
slated for 
Kilmarnock
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www.citravel.com · kilmarnock@citravel.com

Immerse yourself in the fascinating culture of

Europe specials are also 
available! Call for Details! 

(804) 435.2666 

Rates are per person, based on dbl. occupancy & do not include port, security & handling charges or airfare. A fuel  
surcharge of $12 per person, per day, will be added to all cruise fares. Restrictions apply. Ship’s registry: The Bahamas

Exotic South East Asia 

Hong Kong to Beijing - March 27, 2009 • Beijing to Hong Kong - April 05, 2009

Complimentary Two-Category Upgrade &
Inclusive Three-Night Beijing Land Program 

Why settle for less than a Crystal cruise when our Asia itineraries offer 
the best in luxury, enrichment and value? Immerse yourself in the culture of 
Asia with the World’s Best cruise line—and find out what true value really is. 

15 - Day Far East Enchantment From $5,995*

Hong Kong, China (overnight) • Cruising the East China Sea • Kōbe, Japan (overnight)
Hiroshima, Japan • Cruising the East China Sea • Shanghai, China (overnight) 

Cruising the Yellow Sea • Dalian, China • Beijing, China



The Rev. Richard Newlon 
recently donated a Hummer 
and a tractor trailer from his 
handcrafted wooden toy col-
lection to a silent auction with 
other items at the White Stone 
Fall Festival.

The festival, sponsored 
by White Stone Baptist and 
White Stone United Method-
ist churches will be held from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
October 25, at the Methodist 
church.

Donations for the event 
also have been received from 
local merchants and exhibi-
tors. Some 40 exhibitors will 
attend. Homemade carryout 

From left are Fall Festival chairman Frances Stoughton, the 
Rev. Richard Newlon and silent auction chairman Nancy 
Canon.    

Wooden toys donated
to festival silent auction

Brunswick stew, baked goods, 
breakfast and lunch foods  
will be sold. To reserve stew, 
call 435-2385.

The event also will include 
children’s activities provided 
by the YMCA and Boys and 
Girls Club, free blood pres-
sure checks by White Stone 
Family Practice and free 
senior ID packages provided 
by the Lancaster Union 
Masonic Lodge 88 of Kilmar-
nock.

Proceeds will benefit The 
Family Maternity Center of 
the Northern Neck and board 
members will man an infor-
mation booth.
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Chesapeake Commons Shopping Center

25%-40% OFF
DURING OUR BIGGEST 
SALE OF THE SEASON!

Prices effective thru October 27, 2008. Interim markdowns may have been taken. Entire stocks only where indicated. Selection may vary by store.

30% OFF
MEN’S IZOD® SPORTSWEAR
Knit and woven shirts, and fleece. 
Reg. 38.00-65.00, Sale 26.60-45.50

40% OFF
GUYS SOUTHPOLE® COLLECTION
Knit and woven shirts, fleece and jeans.
Reg. 28.00-100.00, Sale 16.80-60.00

SALE 29.99 
2-PK. DRESS SHIRTS
By Peebles Executive®. Pink/silver or
pink/blue. Reg. 50.00.

39.99-54.99 
ATHLETICS FOR HIM & HER
Nike, New Balance®, Skechers® and
Easy Spirit® shoes. Reg. 50.00-65.00.

SALE 24.99 
SLEEPWEAR & ROBES
Ladies pajama sets and robes by
Whispers®. Reg. 40.00-44.00.

30% OFF
WOMEN’S, PETITES SEPARATES
By Notations®, Baxter & Wells®, more. 
Reg. 16.00-44.00, Sale 11.20-30.80

60% OFF
ENTIRE STOCK FINE JEWELRY
Sterling and 18K gold over sterling. 
Reg. 38.00-70.00, Sale 15.20-28.00

40% OFF
HARVEST HOME DÉCOR
Pumpkins, wreaths, figurines, more. 
Reg. 4.00-56.00, Sale 2.40-33.60

24.99 &29.99 
JUNIORS SWEATER DRESSES
From Takeout®, Mingles® and Energie®.
Reg. 32.00-48.00.

24.99 & 29.99
JUNIORS CARDIGANS
By It’s Our Time® and Takeout®. 
Reg. 38.00-42.00.

30% OFF
MISSES NOTATIONS® & RQT®

Jackets, sweaters, skirts and pants. 
Reg. 40.00-48.00, Sale 28.00-33.60

SALE 29.99 
MISSES SWEATER COATS
By U.S. Sweaters® and Hannah®. 
Reg. 48.00-58.00.

40%
OFF
MEN’S 
CHAPS®

Woven sport 
shirts, knit polos,
sweaters, more. 
Reg. 36.00-70.00,
Sale 21.60-42.00

30% 
OFF
DRESSES &
PANTSUITS
By Danny & Nicole®

R&M Richards®, more.
Reg. 79.00-89.00,
Sale 55.30-62.30

30% 
OFF
OUTERWEAR
FOR THE 
FAMILY
Men’s, ladies 
and kids styles 
by London Fog®, 
Big Chill®, 
Parts®, more.
Reg. 22.00-
200.00, 
Sale 15.40-
140.00

30%
OFF
GIRLS & BOYS 
SEPARATES
Specialty Girl®,  
Point Zero®, Levi’s®

and more.
Reg. 16.00-
38.00, 
Sale 11.20-
26.60

40%
OFF
MISSES
CAREER
BLOUSES
By Allison 
Taylor®, JTB®, 
Fred David®.
Reg. 36.00-
42.00, Sale
21.60-25.20

25% OFF
DESIGNER HANDBAGS
By Sag Harbor, Etienne Aigner®,
more. Reg. 40.00-160.00, 
Sale 30.00-120.00

25% OFF
LADIES BOOTS & BOOTIES
By Madden Girl®, Mudd®, Nickels®, 
On Stage®, more. Reg. 45.00-
125.00, Sale 33.75-93.75

10% OFF ALL DAY + Bonus VIP Points 
when you open a new credit card account* 
*Subject to credit approval. Exclusions apply.

GIFT CARDS!* At www.peebles.com
1-800-743-8730 and in all stores.
*Terms and conditions apply.

E-ALERTS!
Receive advance notice of sales.
Sign up at www.peebles.com

81033509.Z    10/24/08    PB FALL SALE ROP    4 Col x 14"    B&W ROP    MN    3 PEEBLES     K.Boyd / L.Grant / J.Schwalen-Lee

81033509.Z  10/16/08  1:53 PM  Page 1

4 pm to 6 pm Kandy for Kids

(Treats on Main & Wal-Mart—ride the 
“Boo Bus” (Kilmarnock Trolley) 

downtown to Wal-Mart)

6 pm Custume Contest
        Pumpkin Painting Contest

6:30 pm “Buzzy the Magic Clown”

7 pm Lighting of the Pumpkins

Sponsored by Kilmarnock chamber of commerce

Kilmarnock

Kandy for KidsFriday, october 31 
Beginning at 4pm

Jewelry & Accessories
Casual & Resort Wear

Home & Garden Accents
Books & Baby Gifts

Gift Cards - Always a perfect fi t!

Great
Gift
Ideas

Jewelry & Accessories

In Home Hair Care!
Professional and comfortable hair care and 

grooming in YOUR home in the Northern Neck.

25 Years Licensed Experience

Brenda Spiess  (804) 462-5467

Copies of Recollections: World War II Memoirs of Twenty-
Eight Who Served, the Northern Neck Military Officers Associa-
tion (NNMOA) compilation of World War II oral histories, have 
arrived in Kilmarnock.  

Some of the books will be delivered personally by chapter his-
torian  Frank Birdsall. Chapter member George Van Zant will 
deliver books ordered by residents of Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury. 

The NNMOAA board of directors plans to have other books 
available for pickup at the Lancaster Community Library in Kil-
marnock October 27 to 31 from 4 to 5 p.m. The oral history com-
mittee will arrange the delivery of any remaining orders.  

As previously advised, no discounted books are now available, 
but purchases may be made at market price at the Book Nook 
in Kilmarnock, or from Xlibris Corporation at Orders@Xlibris.
com, or call 1-800-795-4274.

World War II oral
history book arrives

Sixty-five members of the 
National Society of Washington 
Family Descendents visited the 
George Washington Birthplace 
National Monument during the 
society’s annual meeting Octo-
ber 11.

Organized jointly by the 
George Washington Birthplace 
Association and the National 
Park Service, the visit featured a 
presentation by Wendy Barnes, 
Director of Sulgrave Manor, the 
Washington home in England.

“Sulgrave Manor is a trust 
for the people of Great Britain 
and the United States,” she said, 
adding that both flags fly over 
the site. “We celebrate Presi-
dents Day, Independence Day, 
and Labor Day. Any Ameri-
can with a passport to show is 
admitted free on those days.”

Barnes emphasized the con-
nections between Sulgrave and 
the descendents.  “Sulgrave 
traces history from the building 
of the Manor in the 16th cen-
tury by Lawrence Washington.  
After John Washington arrived 
in Virginia in 1657, we leave 
that history to the Americans,” 
she said. 

Sulgrave plans to add a Colo-
nial Garden in honor of John 
Washington.

“We are awash in George 
Washington artifacts, including 
his saddle bags, letters, statues, 
and portraits,” said Barnes.

Following the presentation, 
visitors toured Memorial House, 
other plantation buildings, the 
collection storage facility and 
the gift shop.

A festive box lunch sponsored 
by the Birthplace Association 

Washington descendants 
visit President’s birthplace

was served at the plantation 
picnic grounds.  After lunch, 
association board member 
Linda Lupsha, who is also a 
descendent, introduced the soci-
ety’s officers.  Park Superinten-
dent Lucy Lawliss presented 
gift books to out-going presi-
dent Mary Washington Schaef-
fner, in-coming president Dr. 
Michael D. Frost, and  Barnes. 
The visit ended with a memorial 
service at the Burial Grounds.

Maternity center explained
President Shirley Dodson-McAdoo of the Family Mater-
nity Center of the Northern Neck recently addressed the 
Women’s Club of Lancaster County. She discussed the cen-
ter’s  mission, future plans and opening scheduled for Octo-
ber 2009. The club will next meet November 12 at 10:30 
a.m. for coffee, a brief business meeting, a presentation, 
“The Antique Road Show” by Gail Griffith  and lunch. Call 
Donna Berger at 462-0495 or Susie Pierce at 462-7055. 
Above, Dodson-McAdoo shows a map of infant mortality 
rates in the Three Rivers Health District.



The Upper Deck 
   Crab & Rib House

November 1, 2008
5 p.m. - 10 p.m.

March of Dimes
Come to dinner on November 1st and 20% 

will be donated to the 

MARCH OF DIMES 
Regular menu and the BEST seafood buffet 

in Lancaster County 
(town of Mollusk) will be available 

River front dining on the Rappahannock River

Open:

Mollusk, VA  462-7400

Sponsors

Call for Directions: 
1947 Rocky Neck Road, Lancaster, VA 22503

formerly Conrad’s
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stihlusa.com

STIHL – 8,000 SERVICING DEALERS NATIONWIDE     
All prices are MAS-SRP at participating dealers while supplies last. © 2008 STIHL MAS8-1241-84710-13

Premium Brand. 
Affordable Price.

$31995
MS 250 CHAIN SAW

 

16" bar

$14995

BG 55  
HANDHELD BLOWER

 

 
places

 VALUE!

FREECARRYING 
CASE

VALUE

$4495 

Offer valid through 11/02/2008 at  
participating dealers while supplies last. 
Redemption form must be postmarked by 
12/01/08. See dealer for details.

Comes with a 2-year limited homeowner warranty

 APPLY TODAY
*Offer valid 9/1/08 - 12/31/08. Subject to credit approval. Minimum purchase 
of $149.00 required. See your participating dealer for rates and other terms.

*

Rappahannock Tractor Company

804-435-3161

MAS8-1241-84710-13.indd   12 10/1/08   9:55:14 AM

school this year. 
“This is the room I’d like to 

resolve this in,” Martin said. 
“But, I’m concerned about 
every child in that school that 
wants to be there.”

He said his daughter has 
continued to receive threats 
from fellow students and that 
she is suffering from physical 
and psychological trauma. 

Several members of the 
school board, who were hear-
ing the case for the first time, 
were clearly upset that Martin 
had gone to the media before 
addressing the school board. 

“How are we supposed to 
do something right when you 
haven’t even given us the 
opportunity to do anything at 
all?” said board member Dean 
Sumner. 

“I wasn’t getting the results 
I’d been hoping for and now I 
have everybody’s attention,” 
Martin replied. 

“I don’t blame him for being 
upset about what happened 
to his daughter,” said Ronald 
Estreet who was listening to 
the school board proceedings, 
but he disagreed with Martin’s 
approach to the problem. 

Stables said Martin became 
outraged last month when vice 
principal Martha Hicks sug-
gested that the girls discuss 
their issues in peer mediation, 
noting that the assailant would 
be returning to school in a few 
months. 

The school faculty gener-
ally support such remediation 
measures. 

“You cannot throw a kid 
away,” coach Jim Long told 
the board. “We need to work 
with this kid, teach her to be a 
good adult. We want to try to 
save these kids.”

The school board by state 
law cannot suspend or expel 
any student for more than 365 
days. In this case, they agreed 
to assign the assailant to the 
alternative school and review 
her situation at the end of the 
semester. 

A second student had her 
out-of-county privileges 
revoked for misconduct fol-
lowing the incident and has 
been asked to not attend 
school events in Northumber-
land County. 

A third student is serving in-
school suspension for threats 
of violence toward the victim.

Good Roofing
Patrick Vincil 
804-725-6849

“Over 20 years’ experience”

All Phases of Construction

Specializing in

Present this ad and recieve
10% off any roof

• Roofs • Roof Repairs • Additions 
• Decks • Interior • Exterior • Framing

• Siding • Gutter Cleaning 

 24 Hour Emergency Service
Licensed & Insured

Commercial & Residential

“Practical landscape designs for your environment”
Renovation Pruning-Fruit Tree Pruning

Vegetable Garden Planning
B.S. Ornamental Horticulture

Licensed and Insured
804.693.4165

t Behavior . . . .
(continued from page A1)

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department recently con-
ducted a drawing for its third 
annual raffle.

The department sold 400 
tickets at a cost of $100 each. 
The winning tickets were 
drawn at a party at the fire-
house. Entertainment equip-
ment for the party was donated 
by E.S.C. of Kilmarnock. 

The department gave away 
20 prizes including a grand 
prize of $10,000. The grand 
prize winner was Jack Hodges 
of White Stone.

The second-place prize 
of $2,500 was won by Mark 
Shellhas of White Stone.

The third-, fourth- and 
fifth-place prizes of $1,000 
each went to Mark Saunders, 
Richard Pittman and Hope 
George.

The sixth- through 10th-
place prizes of $500 went to J. 

Wingo Knowles, S.O. Shelton, 
Don Serio, Carroll Chewning 
and Jack Hodges.

The 11th- through 20th-
place prizes of $250 went 
to June McGeorge, Brenda 
Roberts, Andy Anderson, 
Carole Sullivan,  Andrew and 
Anthony Pignatero, Bill Lane, 
Elizabeth Fomin, Mal and 
Rannie Ransone, Roy Hall Jr. 
and Bobbie Jo Powroznick.

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department thanked each 
person who purchased a ticket 
and congratulate the win-
ners. “Heartfelt thanks go to 
the raffle winners who gen-
erously donated some or all 
their winnings back to the fire 
department,” said raffle chair-
man Carl Long. “White Stone 
V.F.D. greatly appreciates the 
support of the community in 
making this another success-
ful fund-raiser.”

From left, White Stone Volunteer Fire Department raffle 
chairman Carl Long presents grand prize winner, Jack 
Hodges, with his $10,000 prize.

Hodges wins $10,000 
fireman’s raffle prize

by Charlotte Henry
The need for universal health 

care is one of the primary con-
cerns being addressed in our 
current political campaigns. 
We have come to expect afford-
able, competent medical care 
in reasonably convenient loca-
tions. It is still not an advantage 
available to everyone.

As we look back in time, it 
is apparent that such an advan-
tage, regardless of social or 
economic status, was available 
to no one. Limiting this dis-
course primarily to Lancaster 
County, court records and 
personal journals are replete 
with “horror stories” regard-
ing the treatment of illness and 
injuries. Purging, administer-
ing emetics and bleeding (the 
latter reputedly the cause of 
George Washington’s death), 
were among the most practiced 
“cures.”

The word “Physick” and 
“Chirurgeon” following a per-
son’s name, apparently denoted 
that they had the reputation, 
if not the expertise, to prac-
tice medicine. In 1654, Tobias 
Horton, of Fleet’s Bay Neck, 
sued Walter Flemming for 300 
pounds of tobacco “for the cure 
of a soare leg.” The records fur-
ther indicate that Flemming’s 
“soare leg” wasn’t cured and 
Horton wasn’t paid.

Robert “King” Carter’s diary 
reveals in “more than you wanted 
to know” detail, his afflictions, 
and his physician’s attempts 
to ameliorate the symptoms. 
Carter was particularly disabled 
by gout, rendering him incapa-
ble of walking at times. Perhaps 
it was due in part to a relatively 
rich diet and generously access-
ing a fine wine cellar.

Conventional wisdom sug-
gests that many ailments, some 
quite serious, and apparently 
more common among the elite, 
including Carter, are attribut-
able to their prestigious dinner 
services of pewter plates and 
drinking vessels. Lead was a 
predominant component in the 
production of pewter, and the 
lead slowly leaching out into 
food and beverages may have 
been slowly poisoning them.

During the 17th and into the 
early 19th centuries, certain 
householders would assume 
the responsibility for both dis-
abled and indigent individuals. 
This certainly seemed to apply 
to persons whose behavior was 
erratic and especially eccentric. 
Court records list the stipends 

from the
Mary Ball Washington Muesum

and Library in Lancaster

paid for such services, includ-
ing “payment for salivating” 
(afflicted person). “Salivating” 
is described as “Mercury in oil, 
held in the mouth.” Mercury 
posed a real threat to certain 
professionals as well. It was 
used in the process of preparing 
beaver pelts, called “felting,” 
when producing top hats.  The 
deleterious effect of constant 
exposure to mercury exhibited 
itself by demented behavior in 
many of these craftsmen. Lewis 
Carroll graphically depicted 
the syndrome when he created 
“The Mad Hatter” in Alice in 
Wonderland.

In today’s society of political 
correctness, euphemisms have 
replaced the terms formerly 
used to describe those physi-
cally or mentally disabled. 
We find “idiot,” “insane” and 
“cripple” liberally sprinkled 
throughout the early records. 
(An institution in the colonial 
capital of Williamsburg was 
the last resort for those no 
longer capable of functioning 
normally, or because of emo-
tional instability, posed a threat 
to their neighbors.) 

On a far less serious note, 
no affliction compares with 
the malapropian excuse from 
a witness for not appearing in 
a court case, in a letter found 
in the MBW Library archives. 
“I could not attend the hearing 
because I was decapitated.”

There was no mal-intent 
among these early purvey-
ors of health care and medi-
cines. They did their best with 
the knowledge and generally 
accepted medications that were 
available. Many  nostrums, 
especially those touted by the 
legendary peripatetic “Medi-
cine Man,” were not much 
more than flavored alcohol, 
temporarily successful at best.

Herbal remedies were 
widely available in apothecar-
ies, and opium and laudanum, 
a tincture of opium, as well as 
codeine were found on coun-
try store shelves. A long list 
of commodities ordered from 
London by Mann Page in 1770 
includes 44 medicinal prepara-
tions, among which were “2 lb. 
Jesuits Bark, ¼ lb. Thompson’s 
Stiptick Powders, 1 lb. Sperma 
Ceti, ¼ lb. Diacordium, and 4 
bottles of the Poor Knights of 
Windsor’s red Fit Drops.”

We may, in retrospect, read 
this with some amusement. 
Consider if you will, that within 
many of our lifetimes, modern 
research has provided penicillin 
and the broad spectrum antibi-
otics, Not only has medical care 
improved enormously, so has 
sanitation, personal hygiene, 
and an educated public.

Life expectancy for a person 
born in 1900 was 47½ years. 
Today, it averages about 78 
years. With improved technolo-
gies and well funded research, 
21st-century citizens can look 
forward to many healthy and 
productive years.

A Lancaster native is one 
of 12 U.S. military chefs who 
recently traveled to Erfurt, Ger-
many, to compete in the World 
Culinary Olympics.

Training several times a year 
at the Army Center of Excel-
lence, Subsistence at Fort Lee, 
Staff Sgt. Joshua Spiess was 
prepared to serve up his finest 
dishes.

Hosted by the German Chefs 
Association, the International 
Cooking Exhibition (IKA) 
World Culinary Olympics is 
the largest culinary exhibition 
in the world with one of the 
biggest international cooking 
contests. It is being held for the 
22nd time in Germany and for 
the third time in Erfurt.

Spiess enjoys being a mili-
tary chef.

“Being in the thick of a rush 
on the line can be as smooth 
as a symphony or as chaotic 
as taking rounds down range,” 
said Spiess.

Spiess and the other mem-
bers of USACAT will compete 
against 13 other military teams 
from around the world for 

Lancaster native competes 
in World Culinary Olympics

gold, silver and bronze medals, 
according to Chief Warrant 
Officer 4 Robert Sparks, chief 
of the culinary skills division 
for the Army Center for Excel-
lence, Subsistence.

“The World Culinary Olym-
pics is just like the sports 
Olympics, except our sport is 
cooking. The finest military 
teams from around the world, 
come together every four years, 
to determine who has the best 
chefs in the world,” said Sparks, 
who is the USACAT manager.
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LANCASTER 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HISTORYLAND
Community
Workshop

The Northern Neck Orchestra in association with

The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts

Guy Hayden

presents

Fall Pops Concert
                            Broadway Meets Opera

Music by

On Sale at The Kilmarnock Antique Gallery, Twice Told Tales and 
White Stone Pharmacy  or by calling 436-9027

The Northern Neck Orchestra
under the direction of

Regional offices are waiting to 
hear which projects will move 
forward.

Repairs to the Norris Bridge 
were originally scheduled to 
begin in January 2009. How-
ever, VDOT did not receive 
a response for doing the deck 
overlay during an advertised 
bid process last September and 
must start the process again, 
according to bridge engineer 
Gary Shelor. The delay will put 
road and structural repairs on 
a simultaneous schedule with 
repainting the bridge.

The projects are now sched-
uled to begin sometime in 
spring 2009. Rigging for paint 
removal will be placed on 
the bridge during the winter 
months, he said.

Repairs include milling 
down the roadbed and replac-
ing it with asphalt mixed with 
polymeric additives that are 
designed to outlast ordinary 
asphalt materials. 

During repairs, the bridge 
will be closed to one lane of 
traffic on weekdays with flag-
men stopping cars on the 
bridge. Complete closure of 
the bridge will be held to six 
nights—between 7 p.m. to 6 
a.m. VDOT officials say they 
will give plenty of advance 
notice of the closures.

From Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—What a 

difference a year makes. Last 
fall, area shoppers were excited 
about the grand opening of 
Wal-Mart in Kilmarnock and 
predicting that other big box 
stores and chain restaurants 
would soon follow. 

The talk fueled real estate 
speculators and helped to drive 
up the price of commercial 
property around town.

On the first anniversary this 
week of Wal-Mart’s opening, 
rumors are again circulating. 
However, this time the gossip is 
focusing on the demise of the 
Kilmarnock store with specu-
lation that some “unstocked 
shelves” are an indication that 
the store is preparing to shut 
down.  

“There is no truth to the 
rumors,” said Kelly Hobson, 
regional spokesperson for the 
Arkansas-based superstore. 

Hobson confirmed that 
she has received several calls 
from Northern Virginia resi-
dents with weekend homes on 
the Northern Neck, all asking 
about the store’s future.

“The store is actually doing 
quite well,” she said. “We’re 
pleased to be a part of the com-
munity and to continue to serve 
the area.”

by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Planned 

communities that would include 
multi-family housing, workforce 
housing and cluster subdivisions 
dominated the discussion at last 
week’s planning commission 
meeting. 

Land use director Don Gill 
presented comments by county 
attorney James Cornwell to a 
draft ordinance of the residential 
community district (R-4) classi-
fication. 

Calling it a good attempt to 
create a “simple version of what 
could be a very complicated ordi-
nance,” Cornwell felt the draft 
met the requirements of Virginia 
codes.

The sticking point for both 
Cornwell and the planners was 
the ability to protect the afford-
ability of workforce housing 
while allowing the home owner 

to make a profit from a subse-
quent sale.

A lengthy discussion centered 
on the amount of time a house 
must be held under a restricted 
resale clause, with the state dic-
tating a minimum of 15 years 
and a maximum of 50, and how 
it could be enforced.

Supervisor Butch Jenkins said 
that while he wanted to create an 
environment in which developers 
would build affordable houses, 
he questioned the wisdom of the 
General Assembly in dictating 
the long holding period, calling it 
unfair to home buyers.

“The idea to provide afford-
able housing is to give people a 
chance to own a house,” Jenkins 
said. “However, after 10 years 
why shouldn’t they realize the 
appreciation on that home?”

Jenkins also  noted the strong 
linkage between the R-4 classi-

fication and suggested revisions 
to section 526 of the subdivision 
ordinance. The revisions would 
allow for conservation/cluster 
subdivisions which are intended 
to preserve open space. 

No action was taken and plan-
ners continueD the discussion at 
the November meeting.

In other business, Jenkins 
chided planners for not finalizing 
a parks and recreation committee 
for Lancaster County. 

“The supervisors asked plan-
ners to appoint a committee back 
in April,” he said.

Gill said that newly appointed 
planner Ty Brent had volunteered 
to head the committee, but that 
appointments were still needed 
in districts four and five. Those 
recommendations are expected 
from planning chairman David 
Jones and planner Rev. Rodney 
Waller. Neither was present.

KILMARNOCK—The Kil-
marnock Town Council will 
hold two public hearings 
Monday, October 27, at 7 p.m. 
at the Lancaster Community 
Library in Kilmarnock.

The first hearing is to solicit 
input on a proposed text 
amendment to the Code of 
the Town of Kilmarnock per-
taining to dog tethering. The 
proposed amendment makes 
it unlawful to leave an animal 
tethered for more than nine 
hours in a 24-hour period, or 
tether an animal at a vacant 
building. The amendment 
also requires that the tether 
be no less than three times the 
length of the dog.

A second proposed amend-
ment to the code would des-
ignate parking areas and 
private roads within the town 
limits as “highways” in order 
that the traffic and criminal 
laws of the state and local-
ity be enforced. Lots affected 
by the amendment include 
Wal-Mart, Chesapeake Com-
mons, Lancaster Square and 
other public common parking 
areas.

A third hearing, dealing 
with the definition of junked, 
wrecked or abandoned vehi-
cles was improperly adver-
tised and will be heard at the 
November meeting.

Planners discuss multi-unit
residential zoning districts

Raiding the pumpkin patch
Chase Fisher picks a pumpkin from a patch near Lilian 
during a recent field trip with his Kingdom Kids pre-
school class.  (Photo by Reid Pierce-Armstrong)

HEATHSVILLE—A platoon 
of volunteers recently has been 
sprucing up Reedville’s Festival 
Halle inside and out in anticipa-
tion of a busy holiday season.

Earlier this year, Ralph Birkel 
of Reedville deeded the prop-
erty and community hall to the 
Greater Reedville Association, 
parent of the Reedville Fisher-
men’s Museum. The donation 
was made in memory of his par-
ents, Anton and Augusta Birkel, 
and is to be used for the benefit of 
the community.

Sonny Harper of Reedville is 
Festival Halle’s new coordinator. 
He too was hard at work last week 
assigning tasks, keeping everyone 
busy, and doing some scraping 
and painting as well. 

“We have a great team in place 
to run the Halle, and already 
we’ve hosted several weddings, 
reunions and other private par-
ties,” said Harper. “As we go 
forward, our vision is to make 
Festival Halle a vibrant center 
in the life of the community. We 
will be hosting more events open 
to the public, and we will have a 
sliding scale of user fees to help 
out small non-profit groups who 
want to use our facility.”

Barbara Yinger of Ophelia, 
president of the Chesapeake 
Bay Garden Club, was another 
volunteer hard at work. She and 
her team pruned the shrubbery 
and planted a new garden around 
the marquee. “Our club has been 
meeting here for almost 10 years, 
and we are happy to partner with 
the Greater Reedville Association 
in keeping up the property,” said 
Yinger. “We have added Festival 
Halle to our other community 

Reedville community helps 
spruce up Festival Halle

projects in Reedville includ-
ing the Fishermen’s Museum, 
a stretch of highway 360 we’ve 
adopted, and the triangle at the 
beginning of Main Street.”

“We have several fun events 
coming up,” said communica-
tions chair Maureen Gillmer of 
Reedville. “On November 8, 
the same day as the museum’s 
annual oyster roast, we’re host-
ing a winter market at the Halle. 
This is a free event with indoor 

and outdoor booths with vendors 
selling quality arts and crafts and 
great food—perfect timing for 
some holiday shopping.”

In December, Festival Halle 
will present “The Toast of Reed-
ville” an old-fashioned revue 
featuring theatrical and musical 
performances. The program will 
be presented at 7 p.m. December 
6 and 3 p.m. December 7.

To book Festival Halle, call 
Harper at 453-3808.

Kilmarnock
Wal-Mart site
is not closing

by Larry S. Chowning     
WEEMS—The oyster 

season opened on the Rappa-
hannock River October 1 and 
the area known as Drumming 
Ground and other grounds 
inside the Corrotoman River 
have been loaded with oyster 
boats.

Tommy Kellum of Kellum 
Seafood in Weems has 20 
oyster boats moored at his 
dock, and Ampro Shipyard 
next door has 10 more.  Oys-
termen have come from 
Gloucester, Mathews, Middle-
sex, Lancaster, Northumber-
land and Gloucester counties 
and Tangier Island to work the 
grounds.

“There are at least 45 oyster 
boats working in the river and 
the last time we’ve seen that 
was in 1988,” said Kellum. 
“We are having people call us 
wondering what all those boats 
are doing. They’ve never seen 
anything like it.”

The oystermen are work-
ing small 22-inch wide oyster 
scrapes out of small and large 
boats. Usually, there are two 
men to a boat and, if both have 
licenses, they can harvest up 
to 16 bushels a day. The two-
man rigs are catching about 
12 bushels a day, and the 
single-man rigs are catching 6 
bushels.

Oysters are selling for $35 a 
bushel at the dock and Kellum 

said he is buying around 180 
bushels a day from 20 boats. 

Some of oysters also are 
going to the half-shell market 
and are being boxed and 
shipped out still in the shell, 
said Kellum. 

The first week or so oyster-
men were catching their limit, 
but catches have fallen off 
since then, continued Kellum. 
He said there has been an 
increased effort by local 
watermen because the price of 
James River oysters has fallen. 
“A lot of the boys working the 
James have moved up here,” 
he said.  

On December 1, the boats 
will move to the Middlesex 
side of the river and work the 
area from Parrott’s Island down 
to North End on the south side 
of the Rappahannock. “There 
should be oysters there,” said 
Kellum.  “It should be a larger 
oyster than what we have over 
here, but I don’t think there 
will be as many.”

Rufus Ruark of Shores and 
Ruark Seafood in Middlesex 
County said he only has one 
boat with a two-man crew 
working from his dock. They 
are catching anywhere from 9 
to 11 bushels per day, he said.

Ruark said most Rappahan-
nock oysters are being sold to 
Kellum’s, but there are other 
buyers from Mathews and 
Gloucester. 

Rappahannock
producing oysters
on public grounds
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Dog tethering
proposal returns
to town council




