
by Audrey Thomasson
WASHINGTON—The National 

Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) 
last week announced its findings in the 
I-35 bridge collapse in Minneapolis 
that killed 13 people, citing broken 
steal gusset plates used to reinforce 
truss connections.

Engineers found eight of 122 plates 
broken. Each of the broken plates 
was only half an inch thick when 
they should have been an inch thick, 
according to the NTSB report. 

Bridge engineer Gary Shelor of the 
Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion’s (VDOT) Fredericksburg office 
said the thickness of gusset plates 
is calculated on the weight capacity 
of each bridge so the problem may 
not exist on the Robert O. Norris Jr. 

Memorial Bridge.
However, the Federal Highway 

Administration issued a technical 
advisory directing state authorities to 
re-examine similar bridges to make 
sure they do not have the same design 
flaw. Experts reported that the weak-
ness went undetected for 40 years on 
the I-35 bridge because it involved a 
part so basic highway departments 
and bridge contractors seldom consid-
ered it when they reanalyzed a bridge’s 
capacity. 

The technical advisory makes it clear 
that state highway officials should go 
beyond the current standard practice 
and include gusset plates when cal-
culating load capacity on the nation’s 
13,000 steel truss bridges, according 
to a statement by U.S. Secretary of 

Transportation Mary E. Peters.
Shelor said VDOT in Richmond 

is putting together an action plan 
to review Virginia bridges and past 
inspections to see if they need further 

analysis. Until that plan is completed, 
he could not say what the impact 
would be on the Norris Bridge.

“We know something is coming, we 
just don’t know what,” he said.

VDOT has plans to replace the over-
lay on the Norris Bridge in August or 
September or as late as Spring 2009, 
according to Shelor. Timing on the 
construction is somewhat controlled 
by the bridge’s resident peregrine 
falcon. Nesting for the endangered 
species is February through July. 

Because the repair work is being 
analyzed now, Shelor could not spec-
ulate on how long it would take, but 
said the repairs will close one lane of 
the bridge to traffic during the day.

VDOT is holding an informational 
meeting on upcoming bridge proj-
ects Wednesday, January 30, from 4 
to 7 p.m. in the Lancaster Commu-
nity Library at 235 School Street in 
Kilmarnock. Citizens are invited to 
attend. 

After six-and-a-half years 
consisting of thousands 
of seizures, five neurolo-

gists, hundreds of emergency 
room visits, several ambulance 
rides, numerous hospital stays 
and testing, lots of blood draws, 
dozens of failed drugs, three dif-
ferent medical diets and a few 
alternative therapies, we finally 
received a diagnosis for our 
daughter.

Haley is seven years old and 
has been plagued by seizures 
since she suffered her first 25-
minute long episode on January 
29, 2001. Life has never been 
the same. The first bit of peace 
we have experienced on this long 
medical journey came in Octo-
ber 2007 with the diagnosis of 
Dravet Syndrome. 

Since little is known about this 
rare disease, my husband, Bobby, 
and I have been frustrated by 
what course our lives will take.

Dravet Syndrome is a cata-
strophic pediatric epilepsy 
syndrome caused by a gene 
mutation. This is not an inherited 
form of epilepsy; the mutation 
just happens in development. 
Afflicted children suffer a dev-
astated quality of life from sei-
zures, developmental regression, 
sleep disturbances, orthopedic 
problems and other issues.

Fortunately, Haley is on the 
good end of the spectrum. She had normal development until about age two when she pla-
teaued. She functions like a three- to five-year-old and it is bittersweet to see her twin brothers, 
Peyton and Parker, surpassing her in skills and knowledge.

Haley currently is on three different drugs, but still has grand mal seizures at least three days 
a week. The summertime is worse because the heat is a huge trigger for Dravet kids, restricting 
many of them to indoor activities only.

When we received the diagnosis we also found the IDEA League, the only organization 
committed to researching the illness. It was founded by families and Dr. Charlotte Dravet, 
whom the disorder is named after. The other thing we found is when a disease affects only a 
few people, there are few organizations willing to help find a cure.

The prognosis for treatment for children with Dravet is not good. Many of the normal epi-
leptic drugs make the seizures worse. We experienced that many times.

Our doctor, Dr. John Pellock at Medical College of Virginia, says he knows now “what 
not to do.” However, there is no research to show what we can do that works. There is a very 
expensive drug we are looking into that is available in France, but the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration is not willing to do the research to approve it because it doesn’t help a large 
population.

Just recently we learned there is a way we can bring awareness to our daughter’s condition. 
We are involved in an email campaign to win a $50,000 grant from Parade Magazine and the 
Case Foundation through a program called “America‘s Giving Challenge.” 

There are eight grants available and they will go to the charity that encourages the most 
unique individual donations. In other words, it is not how much you can raise for your cause, 

but how many people you can 
get involved. So far we have 140 
donations, but we need over 600 
to make it into the top four and 
secure one of the grants.

The minimum donation is $10 
and must be contributed online at 
www.idea-league.org. We can not 
take any donations directly. The 
full amount of the donation will 
go directly to the IDEA League 
to fund research for Dravet Syn-
drome. 

If you would like to learn 
more about Dravet or how you 
can help, email Lisa Smith at 
haleyandtwins@aol.com, or call 
(804) 435-6456.
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“Before the Bridge – An Oral History” will be presented Sunday, 
January 27, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the White Stone Event Center in White 
Stone.

The program will feature moderator Thea Marshall and panelists 
Ammon Dunton Jr., Norton Hurd, Tayloe Murphy Jr., Audrey Smith 
Edmonds and Ruby Lee Norris.  

The event will focus on life in the Northern Neck and the Middle 
Peninsula before the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge was finished 
in 1957. There is no fee and refreshments will be provided.

Federal authorities order bridge review

Speaking of life before the Norris Bridge

Haley Smith is the daughter of Lisa and Bobby Smith 
of White Stone.

A mother’s plea, from Lisa Smith

To help the Smiths win a $50,000 grant 
from Parade Magazine and the Case 
Foundation through “America‘s Giving 
Challenge” and to help fund research for 
Dravet Syndrome, send a donation to the 
IDEA League at www.idea-league.org. The 
minimum donation is $10 and must be 
contributed online at www.idea-league.
org.  The more people who donate, the 
greater the chances the Smiths have to 
win a grant.

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors for Lancaster 
County will take public com-
ment tonight (January 24) on a 
proposed ordinance concerning 
the 2008 general reassessment of 
real property for tax purposes.

The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. in the General District 
courtroom at 8311 Mary Ball 
Road. 

The proposal sets April 30 as 
the final date for the Board of 
Equalization to accept applica-
tions for relief of the general 
reassessment and May 30 as the 
deadline for all applications to 
be considered by the Board of 
Equalization.

by Joan McBride
L A N C A S T E R — A n 

upcoming workforce housing 
workshop took center stage 
during last week’s Lancaster 
County Planning Commis-
sion meeting.

According to county plan-
ning director Don Gill, 
scheduling problems have 
necessitated a two-week 
postponement for the work-
force housing workshop. It 
will be held from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon March 1 at Lancaster 
Middle School. The public is 
invited.

Participants will include 
the town councils and plan-
ning commissions of Kilmar-
nock, Irvington, and White 
Stone as well as the boards 
of supervisors and planning 
commissions from Northum-
berland, Richmond, Middle-
sex and Lancaster counties.

The commission is drafting 
a workforce housing ordi-
nance for Lancaster County.

In budget business, pro-
posals for the county’s capi-
tal improvement budget from 
various county agencies and 
departments will be consid-
ered again next month.

A representative from the 
Lancaster school board and 
county employee Glenn Rowe 
will both be there to explain 
requested budget items from 
their departments.

 It is also expected that 
constitutional offices and 

other county departments 
will provide information at 
that time about their capital 
needs, according to Gill.

County supervisor F. W. 
“Butch” Jenkins Jr. asked 
the commission to conduct 
a more comprehensive study 
of the proposals before for-
warding them to the supervi-
sors. For instance, he said the 
board wants the commission 
to understand the reasoning 
and needs of a department or 
agency before the commis-
sion forwards a request on 
their behalf for the capital 
improvement budget. 

Gill reported that John B. 
Lowry’s request for a change 
of zoning district classifica-
tion from general agricul-
tural (A-2) to commercial 
(C-1) for property on Jessie 
Ball DuPont Highway near 
its intersection with Good 
Luck Road was sent to the 
board of supervisors with a 
favorable recommendation, 
based on specified uses.

Lowry plans to sell the 
Cap’n Johns Antiques build-
ing to a buyer who eventually 
intends to operate a sports 
bar there. 

In light of recent distur-
bances on Good Luck Road, 
Lowry had already con-
sulted with Lancaster Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett about 
adjusting the hours of opera-
tion of the establishment, 
according to Gill.

by Audrey Thomasson
HEATHSVILLE—Northum-

berland planning commission 
members last week reelected 
A.C. Fisher as chairman and 
James Stone as vice chairman 
for 2008. 

Before the meeting ended, 
Fisher urged more citizens to 
attend meetings.

“We get a tremendous amount 
of good feedback from the 
public,” he said.

Before adoption of the by-
laws, language was added to 
bring them into compliance 
with the state code. The amend-

ment stipulated that the number 
of missed meetings by members 
should not exceed three con-
secutive or a total of four during 
the year. According to assistant 
county administrator Luttrell 
Tadlock, the change will allow 
members to address the circum-
stances of absenteeism on an 
individual basis.

Tadlock presented a draft of the 
2007 year-end report which indi-
cated a moderate decrease in new 
home construction compared to 
2006 as well as a decrease in the 
number of permits for zoning, 
building and utilities. The trend 

also was reflected in the number 
of permits for piers and boat 
houses. 

The report will be finalized 
and presented to the board of 
supervisors in February. After 
the board’s acceptance, it will be 
available to the public.

Member Gertha Basey asked 
the chairman to address the need 
for additional public access piers 
and boat ramps in the coming 
months. 

Fisher agreed, adding that the 
planning commission had a plan 
for Cooper’s Landing. “We need 
to get back to it,” he said.

Winter shows itself
The red berries of an American holly peek out from 
under a blanket of heavy, wet snow Saturday after a 
winter storm moved through the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula. The first measurable snowfall of the 
season, which started around 1 p.m. Saturday and ended 
by midnight, dropped between one and three inches 
across the area. Fortunately for travelers, the snow 
didn’t stick to the roads. However, temperatures that 
peaked around 35 degrees and dropped to 12 degrees 
on Sunday and Monday helped traces of the white stuff 
linger through midweek. Schools were already closed 
in Lancaster County Monday and Tuesday for Martin 
Luther King Day and a teacher work session. (Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi)

Lancaster planners 
promote workforce 
housing workshop

Planning commission chairman
seeks more citizen participation

KILMARNOCK—Mayor 
Curtis Smith will present his 
annual report on the state-of-
the-town at Monday night’s 
council meeting beginning at 7 
p.m. January 28. 

Community groups that 
submitted funding requests to 
the town office will have three 
minutes to make a presentation 
during the public comment seg-
ment of the meeting.

Reports are expected from 
councilman Paul Jones on a util-
ity rate structure study; Mayor 
Smith on progress in planning 
the new town center and appli-
cation for grant monies; and 
development director Susan 
Cockrell on the town trolley.

Town council meets in the 
town hall at 514 North Main 
Street.

Supervisors
to finalize
reassessment
hearing details

Mayor Smith
to present
Kilmarnock
status report
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SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

SUN, JAN. 27

SAT, JAN. 26FRI, JAN. 25
RAMBO (R)
1:10, 3:15, 5:20, 7:30, 9:40
HOW SHE MOVE (R)
1:00, 3:10, 5:25, 7:40, 9:50
CLOVERFIELD (PG13)
1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20, 9:20
MAD MONEY (PG13)
1:15, 3:20, 5:30, 7:35, 9:45
FIRST SUNDAY
1:00, 3:05, 5:15, 7:25, 9:35

MON. JAN. 28-THURS. JAN. 31

RAMBO (R)
5:20, 7:30, 9:40
HOW SHE MOVE (R)
5:25, 7:40, 9:50
CLOVERFIELD (PG13)
5:20, 7:20, 9:20
MAD MONEY (PG13)
5:30, 7:35, 9:45
FIRST SUNDAY
5:15, 7:25, 9:35

RAMBO (R)
1:05, 3:15, 5:20, 7:30
HOW SHE MOVE (R)
1:00, 3:10, 5:25, 7:40
CLOVERFIELD (PG13)
1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20
MAD MONEY (PG13)
1:15, 3:20, 5:30, 7:35
FIRST SUNDAY
1:00, 3:05, 5:15, 7:25

RAMBO (R)
7:15
HOW SHE MOVE (R)
7:10
CLOVERFIELD (PG13)
7:05
MAD MONEY (PG13)
7:00
FIRST SUNDAY
7:20
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Call 435-1701 
to join the 
Record’s 

Dining Guide

Art forum to convene
“Painting Myself,” by Jane 
Stouffer, will be among the 
works featured at a Rappah-
annock Art League Art Forum 
convening Monday, January 
28, at the Studio Gallery on 
Main Street in Kilmarnock 
at 1 p.m. The RAL will con-
tinue its tradition of showing 
the winning entries of the 
Virginia Watercolor Society 
annual show. The exhibiting 
RAL artists juried into the 
2007 show have been invited 
to speak about their paint-
ings during the forum.  The 
forum is open to the public.

January
.24 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art of 
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
An Organizational Meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m. by the 
Lancaster High School PTSO 
in the school library. 
A Dessert Auction will be 
held from 7 to 8 p.m. by The 
Lancaster Middle School and 
High School Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA) in 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Cafeteria in Kilmarnock.
An Alzheimer’s Support 
Group will meet at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury at 132 Lancaster 
Drive near Irvington at 10:30 
a.m. 695-9382.
An Alzheimer’s Support 
Group will meet at Port Town 
Village at 111 Port Town Lane 
near Urbanna at 1:30 p.m. 
695-9382.
A Cancer Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
General Hospital at 3 p.m. 
435-8593.
The Board of Supervisors for 
Lancaster County will meet  at 
7 p.m.
Mahjong will be played at 
10:30 a.m. at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone. Drinks 
and dessert provided. Tables 
of three or more. $2 per 
person. 438-4152.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377. 
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110. 

25 Friday
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center in 
Lively at 5:45 p.m.

26 Saturday
A Dinner And Dance will 
be sponsored by Habitat for 
Humanity serving Middlesex 
County from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
The Beacon in Topping. $15 
per person/$25 per couple/$8 
children. Silent auction. Door 
prizes. For advance tickets, 
call 776-6226, or 758-2215. 
Tickets also available at the 
door.
A Pancake Supper will be held 
at the Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Center in Lively from 5 to 7 
p.m. to support renovation of 
the ball field there. Will Barrack 
of Boy Scout Troop 222 is 
pursuing the renovations as 
an Eagle Scout project. $7.50 
adults/$4 children. For tickets, 
call Barrack at 462-5638.
Babygarten will be held 
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the 
Lancaster Community Library.
Chesapeake Academy will 
host “Discovery Days,” for 
all families with children ages 
3 to 5, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
Discovery Days brings children 
and families together with 
enriching age-appropriate 
activities centered on popular 
children’s literature. RSVP to 
HIlary Scott at 438-5575.

27 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
will hold its lunch brunch at 
the Pilot House in Topping 
immediately following church 
services.
“Before the Bridge – An Oral 
History” will be presented 
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 

27 Sunday
White Stone Event Center in 
White Stone. The program 
will feature moderator Thea 
Marshall and panelists Ammon 
Dunton Jr., Norton Hurd, 
Tayloe Murphy Jr., Audrey 
Smith Edmonds and Ruby Lee 
Norris. The program will focus 
on life in the Northern Neck 
and the Middle Peninsula 
before the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge was finished 
in 1957. The images of those 
who lived in the Northern Neck 
and how they traveled and 
lived will be highlighted with 
stories and memories of the 
panel members.
The Sundays at Two lecture 
series at the Lancaster 
Community Library in 
Kilmarnock will feature Bob 
Wayland. He will discuss “Gas 
prices, Climate Change and 
the Fate of the Bay.” Wayland, 
an Environmental Protection 
Agency retiree, will describe 
how these topics relate to the 
Northern Neck. The program 
will begin at 2 p.m.

28 Monday
An Art Forum will be held 
by the Rappahannock Art 
League at The Studio Gallery 
in Kilmarnock beginning at 
1 p.m. RAL members whose 
art was juried into the 2007 
Virginia Watercolor Society 
annual show will be invited to 
speak about their paintings.
Game Day will be held by the 
Northumberland Woman’s 
Club at 11:30 a.m. Cards and 
board games. 453-4473.
Duplicate Bridge will be played 
at 1 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of White Stone. Men, women 
and newcomers are invited. No 
reservations. 462-7605.
The Middle Peninsula-
Northern Neck Local Human 
Rights Committee will meet 
at Heart Havens at 311 Gilbert 
Street in Kilmarnock at 1 p.m.
The Kilmarnock Town Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. at town 
hall, 514 North Main Street in 
Kilmarnock.
The Friends of Belle Isle 
State Park will meet at 7 
p.m. at the ranger station. 
Anyone interested in joining 
the organization is urged to 
attend.
Historyland Community 
Workshop will conduct a 
business meeting at 10 a.m. 
at the Lancaster Community 
Library in Kilmarnock. The 
agenda will include a wrap-up 
of 2007 and the introduction 
of new officers. Prospective 
members are welcome.

29 Tuesday
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 
Weems. 462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.
A Bridge Discussion Group 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of Lancaster’s 
clubhouse in Lancaster. $5. 
462-0742.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377. 

30Wednesday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 2:30 p.m. 
at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock. 438-
5127.
The Alzheimer’s Association 
will sponsor a “lunch and 
learn” program from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury at 132 
Lancaster Drive near Irvington. 
Register by January 25 at 695-
9382.
Architectural Historian 
Mark Wenger will present a 
lunchtime lecture at noon at 
the Rosewell Visitor Center in 
Gloucester. He will speak on 
recent findings of historical 
or architectural significance 
regarding Rosewell. $4 
adults/$2 for children/free for 
members and volunteers. For 
reservations and directions, 
call 693-2585.

31 Thursday
 Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m.  at The Art of 
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377. 
A Spaghetti Supper will be 
served by the Kilmarnock 
United Methodist Men at the 
KUM Church on East Church 
Street in Kilmarnock from 5 to 
8 p.m. $8.50 for adults/$3.5 for 
children. Carry-out available.
(Submit calendar items to  
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

Just Gardens, a benefit 
garden tour for The Haven 
Shelter and Services, recently 
received a large donation from 
Chesapeake Bank.

“The new shelter has been 
built, but there are beds, fur-
niture and other items needed 
to make this home complete,” 
said committee member Anne 
Dickerson. “Just Gardens will 
continue its support for The 
Haven with our annual garden 
tour. We so appreciate Chesa-
peake Bank’s support. They 
have been there for us year 
after year.”

Northumberland County will 
be the focus of this year’s tour. 
Five gardens ranging in style 
from colonial to very infor-
mal, will be presented. A shade 
garden, full-sun river garden, 
vegetable garden, large peren-
nial garden and many garden-
ing ideas, are just a few things 
this tour will offer, said Dick-
erson. 

The tour will be May 16 and 
17. Visitors can easily see all 
of the gardens in one day, said 
Dickerson.

Master Gardeners and owners 
will be present to answer ques-
tions. This is a good learning 
tour, she said.

“Our soil is not the same as 
soil in central Virginia. Our 
weather conditions whether it 
be punishing wind or humid-
ity in July are unlike anywhere 
else,” said Master Gardener 
Anne Olsen, a tour organizer. 
“We try to point out what can 
really grow well here. There are 
lots of plants that love living in 
the Northern Neck. We’ll point 
them out during the tour.”

Tickets will be on sale at the 
end of February, along with a 
complete listing of gardens that 
will be open.

Tour
receives 
donation

From left, Just Gardens 
committee member Anne 
Dickerson receives a dona-
tion from Chesapeake Bank 
senior vice president John 
O’Shaughnessy.

�������������������
���������

��������������������
���������������

����������������������
��������������

�����
��������������

������������

Cold Weather’s Here!
Keep us warm,

dry and fed.

Give us fresh
clean water daily.

Animal Welfare League
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VIEWPOINTS 2008
Viewpoints is an eclectic seminar series sponsored by Rappahannock Westmin-

ster-Canterbury for our residents and the greater community. 
We welcome you to one or all of the events and invite you to be 

our guest for refreshments following the presentations.

David Baldacci 
#1 New York Times Best Selling Author 
Monday, February 4, 2008, at 11 a.m.

William R. Reckert 
Photographer of Record, U.S. Geological Survey

Bering Glacier Research Project
Monday, March 3, 2008, at 11 a.m.

John Paul C. Hanbury, FAIA 
Architect and Historic Preservation Activist 

Monday, April 7, 2008, at 11 a.m.

 Bonnie Rumsey 
Traveler on the Road Less Taken 
Monday, May 5, 2008, at 11 a.m. 

All Viewpoints presentations are followed by complimentary luncheon 
receptions. Reservations are required due to space limitations. 

Reservations will be taken one event at a time, and a waiting list will be honored. 
Call (804)438-4000.
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“Hakefish & Fixins’ Breakfast”
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We are casting for a series of sketches 

from Neil Simon. Odd Couple and 
The Man on the Floor from London Suite. 

Performance dates are March 6, 7, 8, 
14, 15. We need adults of all ages for 
these sketches. Character parts are 
Annie, Mark, Mrs. Sitgood, Bellman, 

Doctor, Oscar, Fleix, Cecily and Gwendolyn. 
For more information, please contact 
Mark Favazza at (804) 435-0223, or 

Robin Blake at (804) 435-1681

��������������������������
Feb. 4 @ 7pm - Feb. 5 @ 7pm

361 Chesapeake Drive
White Stone, VA

Directions: West at the light in White Stone, 
playhouse 1/2 bock on right.
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“ A Touch of Spice in the Northern Neck!”
804-435-6262 •  45S. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA

To all guests of Buenos Nachos: 
We will be closed for remodeling beginning 
Sunday, January 27th. We will reopen early February 
with fresh new menu items.  We apologize to all our 
guests for the inconvenience. 

We are grateful for your patience and look forward to seeing you soon.

■ African American history
“Sites and Stories: African 

American History in Virginia,”  
will open February 2 at the 
Virginia Historical Society at 
428 North Boulevard in Rich-
mond. The exhibit uses photo-
graphs and objects to highlight 
more than 20 stories across the 
Commonwealth. The exhibit 
will continue through July 27.

The stories are related to 
African American histori-
cal sites listed in the Vir-
ginia Department of Historic 
Resources’ Guidebook to 
Virginia’s Historical Markers 
(2007). The exhibit urges visi-
tors to travel to the sites. For 
directions, fees and hours, call 
358-4901, or visit vahistorical.
org. 

■ Alzheimer's classes
The Alzheimer’s Association 

recently announced the “lunch 
and learn” program scheduled for 
January. A light lunch will be pro-
vided at no charge. Registration is 
required five days in advance. To 
register, call 695-9382.

A program will be held Janu-
ary 30 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury at 132 Lancaster 
Drive near Irvington.

Donation dinner
Cookie Minno (left) and Sarah Wells Pollard take a peek 
at the annual Pancake Supper plans at Trinity Episcopal 
Church. For the price of a donation, the menu includes pan-
cakes, sausage, stewed apples, coffee and juice. The dinner 
will be served February 5 from 5 to 7 p.m.

■  Black History Month
Maymont House Museum 

in Richmond will honor Black 
History Month with exhibits 
and special programs Febru-
ary 2, 9, 16 and 23 at 2 p.m. 
Admission is $5 for members 
and $7 for others. Registration 
is required. For registration and 
directions, call 358-7166, ext. 
329.

■  Botanical garden
The Lewis Ginter Botani-

cal Garden in Richmond will 
host its annual  Horticulture 
magazine symposium Febru-
ary 2, Valentine’s Dinner in 
the Tea House February 14, 
and a Tree Care Symposium 
February 15.

For more details, registra-
tion, reservations, admission, 
hours, and directions, call 
262-9887, or visit lewisginter.
org.

■ Fruit orders
Kilmarnock Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church citrus fruit 
orders for February should be 
placed by February 4 by calling 
435-1252, 580-5376 or 435-
2048. Orders are to be picked 
up on February 14.

■  Gloucester genealogy
The Gloucester Genealogi-

cal Society of Virginia will 
meet January 28 at 10 a.m. at 
the Gloucester Public Library 
at 6920 Main Street. Historian 
Roane Hunt will describe how 
the county’s personal property 
tax records helped locate his 
Worrell ancestors in Gloucester. 

■ Habitat boogie
Habitat for Humanity, serving 

Middlesex County, will hold a 
winter dinner and dance from 6 to 
10 p.m. January 26 at the Beacon 
in Topping. The menu includes 
a salad, tea, coffee, soft drinks, 
assorted desserts and a choice 
of spaghetti with meatballs and 
sauce, or baked chicken, scal-
loped potatoes and green beans.

Music will be by D.J. Wayne 
Jessie. Tickets are $15 per person 
or $25 per couple, and $8 for chil-
dren under age 12. There will be 
a silent auction and door prizes. 
To purchase admission tickets, 
call James Ritter at 776-6226, 
or Millie Hampton at 758-2215. 
Tickets also will be available at 
the door.

■ Hakefish breakfast
The Men’s Ministry of Cal-

vary Baptist Church in Kilmar-
nock will serve a Hakefish and 
Fixins’ Breakfast February 2 
from 8 to 11 a.m. in Calvary’s 
Fellowship Hall. 

Tickets are $15 each. For 
tickets, call Burton Moody at 
462-7220, or Leonard Scott at 
435-9673.

■ Organizational meeting
Historyland Community 

Workshop will meet Monday, 
January 28, at 10 a.m. at 
the Lancaster Community 
Library in Kilmarnock. This 
is a business meeting for 
all members. A wrap-up of 
2007 will be addressed. New 
officers will be introduced. 
Prospective members will be 
welcome.

 ■ Serving spaghetti
The men of Kilmarnock 

United Methodist Church on 
East Church Street will serve 
their 34th annual spaghetti 
supper January 31 from 5 to 8 
p.m. Tickets may be obtained 
from the Methodist men, or 
at the door. Tickets are $8 
for adults and $3.50 for chil-
dren ages 13 and under.   The 
menu will include spaghetti 
with meat sauce, salad, Italian 
bread and a choice of bever-
ages. Desserts will be avail-
able at a dollar each. Carry-out 
available.

■ Soucek exhibit
The Middlesex Art Guild 

Inc. has announced the 
upcoming exhibit of a selec-
tion of oil paintings by Mary 
Alva Soucek at its gallery 
facility on Virginia Street in 
Urbanna. 

Titled “Artist and Authors,” 
the exhibit will be on display 
February 15 through March 
1. Hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays, and 
1 to 3 p.m. on Sundays. A 
public reception to open the 
show will take place at the 
gallery on Saturday, February 
16, from 5 to 8 p.m. 

■ With love
With Love From Your Sig-

nificant Otter will be presented 
by the Dooley Noted Society, 
Maymont’s Young Professional 
Group, February 9 from 7 to 
11 p.m. at the Robins Nature 
and Visitor Center at Maymont 
Park in Richmond.

Music, sweet treats, fine 
beverages will be featured.  
Tickets are $50 per person in 
advance/$55 at the door. DNS 
members receive 5 percent 
discount. For tickets, call 358-
7166, ext 310; or visit may-
mont.org. 

�����������

■  Give blood
 The Northumberland Chap-

ter of the American Red Cross 
will hold a blood drive Febru-
ary 5 from noon to 6 p.m. at St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church in 
Heathsville.

“While the weather is terri-
ble for much else, it is excellent 
for donating blood,” said blood 
services chairman Charles O. 
Frank Jr. “Please come out and 
help us make this drive a suc-
cess.”

To announce your
“newest addition”

call
435-1701



OpinionA4                              Rappahannock Record  •  Kilmarnock, VA   •  January 24, 2008 

����������������������������������
����������������

��������������

�����������������������������
�������������������������

�����������������������������������
�������������������������

���������������������������

���������������������������������������
��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������
�������������������

����������
���������������

��������������������������������������
���������������������������������

�����������������������������������
����������������������������������
�������������������������������

���������������������������������������
����������������������������������������

����������������������������������
�����������������������������������

���������������

���������������������������������������
�������� ��� ���������� ��� �������� ��� �����
����������������������������������������
��������������������������

�����������������������������������

����������������
���������������������������������������
�������������������������������������
���� ����������� ���������� ����
������������������������������������

������������
�����

���������������
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, editor@rrecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, lvaldrighi@rrecord.com
Reid Pierce-Armstrong

extension 22, rarmstrong@rrecord.com
Katherine Shrader

extension 22, editor@rrecord.com
William R. Fix, copy editor

extension 24, editor@record.com
Jacob Jackson, summer intern

Correspondents:
Joan McBride

jmcbride@rrecord.com, 462-0034
Audrey Thomasson

athomasson@rrecord.com, 436-1904
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(address e-mail to mail@rrecord.com)

Rachael Gano, manager
extension 13

K.C. Troise, extension 19
Marilyn Bryant, extension 11

Sara Amiss, extension 15
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(address e-mail to mail@rrecord.com
Wayne Smith, Mgr., extension 26

Sarah Bowis, extension 17
Susan Faulkner, extension 18

Joan Ramsay-Johnson, extension 17
Gloria Bosher, extension 17

Brenda Burtner, extension 16
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Frederick A. Gaskins, president
extension 20, fgaskins@rrecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@ssentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, accounts payable

extension 21, koliver@rrecord.com
Kim Kent, accounts manager
extension 14, ardesk@rrecord.com

Ann Shelton, accounts manager
extension 12, mail@rrecord.com
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Anna Ticer, circulation manager

extension 16, circulation@rrecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): 
$25 per year in the Northern Neck 

and Middlesex County; $36 per year 
elsewhere. Single copy: $.50.
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 Excerpts    by Henry Lane Hull

State Senate Report
by Sen. Richard H. Stewart

Almost 20 years ago I wrote a column 
about the Brothers Lewis, Spencer and 
Kermit, who lived over at Burgess, and 

had been the last of the locals who installed 
standing seam metal roofs. In 1978, we had 
built an addition to the old farmhouse and they 
had installed a roof which perfectly matched 
the integrity of the existing roof. The old roof 
actually had been installed in 1935 over the 
original wood shingles, which still are there 
underneath the metal.

Kermit had died the year before my column 
and Spencer was continuing on his own. 
Although he was then 80, he went up and down 
the ladders with the agility of a 20-year-old, 
using tools that were far older than he. When 
he finished our second addition, his product 
looked like a work of art.

Shortly thereafter, Spencer Lewis retired, 
unwillingly, but wisely consenting to the 
demands of his family that he should take it 
easy. A few years later came another addition 
and we wondered where we could find some-
one to do the roof. I had gotten to know Frank 
Jessie, a county supervisor from Middlesex, 
and in the course of a conversation, mentioned 
our plight. He responded immediately, “I’ll 
come over and put the roof on for you.”

Come he did, with his crew, which included 
his son, Wayne, and the process began. The 
work went so smoothly that in no time we had 
another standing seam roof, identical to that on 
the rest of the house. Spencer Lewis came over 
for a visit, smiling to know that his time-hon-
ored trade was still available in our area.

Frank was in the general construction busi-
ness, a field in which his keen eye led to a pre-
cise result in any job he undertook. He was a 
man of extraordinary common sense, always 
manifesting a level of wisdom worthy of a 
sage. About 10 years ago Frank fell off of a 
roof, but once healed he was back in business, 
then, sadly,  he developed cancer and died in 

2001.
Wayne succeeded him in more ways than 

one. He took over the family construction busi-
ness and left the Middlesex School Board to 
take his father’s seat on the board of supervi-
sors. Wayne had left home to attend Concord 
University in West Virginia, where he majored 
in business administration with a concentra-
tion in management. He returned to continue 
to absorb his father’s methods and now carries 
them on in the family tradition.

When we began the current addition to our 
home, one of the first calls was to Wayne to get 
listed for another roofing project. At the time, 
he was installing a large copper roof on a house 
in Deltaville. When he finished our roof,  I com-
mented that three generations of Jessies now 
have put roofs on our home. This time his son, 
Wayne Jr., home for Christmas vacation from 
Old Dominion University in Norfolk where he 
is studying computers, joined the crew.

This time the work went as smoothly as ever 
and concluded with the old roof being painted 
to match the tone of the new addition. The roof-
ing metal comes with a finish that takes about 
10 years to wear off, thus it cannot be painted 
until it is ripe. Driving down the road, one 
cannot discern the old from the new, a typical 
Jessie touch.

Now, like the last of the proverbial three little 
pigs, we are safe and sound under a good roof 
that our great-great-grandchildren might have 
to think about replacing. The lines of a standing 
seam metal roof give an architectural crispness 
to a building which takes me back to childhood 
memories at Colonial Beach where all the old 
Victorian mansions competed with each other 
for more flamboyant angles.

Wayne Jessie is part of a legacy of qual-
ity workmanship which has characterized our 
region throughout its history. Our neat, clean, 
hand-done metal roof would make Mr. Lewis 
and his father proud.

My second week in the Senate 
proved to be an extremely busy 
and successful week for the 
people of my district.

First and foremost, I was 
unable to secure a spot on the 
agricultural, natural resources 
and conservation committee. 
For a district like the 28th, it 
is probably the most important 
committee to serve on. 

This was by virtue of the 
fact that there were only two 
seats which had been vacated, 
those of Sen. Chichester and 
Sen. Hawkins. Obviously they 
were both Republicans. With 
the Democrats taking majority 
in the Senate, those seats were 
assigned to two Democrats 
in order to gain control of the 
committee.

I discussed this issue with 
both the Democrat and Repub-
lican leadership. After some 
very hard work, some political 
wrangling, and some horse trad-
ing, I was able to secure a seat 
on the agricultural committee. 
The resolution was adopted by 
the full Senate this week. This 
was a very important accom-
plishment to me personally to 
be able to serve the citizens of 
this district on this very impor-
tant committee and exemplifies 
my commitment to work in a 

non-partisan manner in the Vir-
ginia Senate for the benefit of 
my constituents.

Several of my bills are 
moving forward, including a 
request by the Town of Colo-
nial Beach to amend its charter 
and my Virginia Department 
of Transportation community 
service bill (Senate Bill 153). 
It allows non-violent offend-
ers convicted of misdemeanors 
that have a suspended jail sen-
tence or probation to mow the 
rights-of-ways and attend to 
other landscaping matters for 
VDOT. 

This would essentially allow 
many folks who otherwise 
would not be able to perform 
any community service to work 
for the VDOT. The majority of 
VDOT’s budget is used in the 
maintenance of rights-of-ways. 
My hope is that this will free 
up some of the maintenance 
money so that we can put that 
money into the construction 
of roads. At the same time, it 
will teach these folks a sense of 
pride in their community and 
the realization that there are 
consequences when you break 
the law.

I also teamed up with Sen. 
Ed Houck to try to address 
a problem facing the North-
ern Neck Regional Jail. As 
many of you know, the gover-
nor has cut a provision in the 

budget which would require 
the Northern Neck Regional 
Jail to lose millions in funding, 
which ultimately the counties 
that participate in that program 
would have to make up. Sen. 
Houck and I are co-sponsor-
ing a budget amendment to try 
to make up the deficit. At the 
same time, we are working to 
get the governor to reconsider 
his cut.

Finally, I had the honor of 
continuing the tradition of Sen. 
John Chichester by delivering 
a tribute to General Robert E. 
Lee on his birthday on the floor 
of the Senate. This is a tradi-
tion that has been carried on 
by Sen. Chichester for years. I 
truly appreciated the ability to 
be able to continue the tradi-
tion. 

Here are my remarks hon-
oring the 201st anniversary of 
Robert E. Lee’s birthday: 

“Members of the Senate, it 
is indeed an honor and a privi-
lege to carry on the tradition of 
paying tribute to Robert E. Lee 
in this chamber on this day, the 
201st anniversary of his birth-
day.

“I had the good fortune to 
be born and raised in West-
moreland County, which is the 
birthplace of Robert E. Lee, 
and have a personal and famil-
ial interest in his birthplace of 
Stratford Hall. But that is not 
why I stand before you to honor 
him on his birthday.

“I stand to ask you to cel-
ebrate the birth of this noble 
general who epitomized all that 
we should embrace as human 
beings, as leaders and as Vir-
ginians.

“General Lee was unwaver-
ing in his sense of duty, loy-
alty, and honor. Characteristics 
that seem to become more and 
more rare with each passing 
year. But these are character-
istics that we, in this chamber, 
should demand of ourselves 
and of each other. 

“Often times in the past and 
in the present, we judge a per-
son’s life by their achievements 
or accomplishments and, even 
though General Lee’s accom-
plishments were great, from 
graduating from West Point 
second in his class with no 
demerits, to serving in the U. 
S. Army for thirty-two years, 
to declining command of the 
union army when offered it 
by President Lincoln because 
he did not want to raise arms 
against his native state.

“His accomplishments were 
not what made him a great man. 
He was a great man because of 
the way he lived. He was not 
a great man because of who 
he was. He was a great man 
because of what he was. Lee 
was a man of integrity who had 
a deep and abiding faith in the 
Almighty.

“And we would all do well to 
live and lead by his example.”

As always, I may be reached 
at district28@sov.state.va.us, 
698-7528, or 493-8892.

Letters to the Editor comment-
ing on positions of candidates in 
the February 12 dual presiden-
tial primaries will be published 
in the Rappahannock Record as 
space allows through the Janu-
ary 31 issue.

Letters commenting on posi-
tions of candidates in the Febru-
ary 19 District 28 special election 
will be published as space allows 
through the February 7 issue.

No election letters are pub-
lished the Thursdays before the 
elections.

Letters should contain the 
name of the writer, place of resi-
dence and phone number. Phone 
numbers will not be published 
but are required in case the writer 
needs to be contacted.

Letters should be concise and 
to the point. All letters are sub-
ject to editing.

In the event multiple let-
ters contain the same or similar 
message, they may not all run. 
Letters obviously part of a letter-
writing campaign will not be 
published.

No attacks on a candidate’s 
personal life will be published. 
Statements that are obviously 
false, rumors and hearsay will 
not be published.

Letters from candidates will 
not be published unless there is a 
demonstrated need to respond to 
a specific issue raised in a prior 
letter. Thank you letters will not 
be published.

Election letters are due by 11 
a.m. on Tuesdays.

Guidelines posted
for election letters
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From Kyle Bransford,  
Kilmarnock

I’m not sure most people 
realize how much time and 
dedication volunteer firemen 
and rescue squads give.

My son joined the Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment as a junior volunteer 
several months ago prior to 
having his driver’s license. I 
became an unofficial member 
driving him to fire calls, train-
ing and meetings. I never knew 
how many fire and rescue squad 
calls there are every day and all 
night long until my son had his 
pager and needed to respond.

Firemen are required to 
respond to fires, auto accidents, 
weather related incidents such 
as down power lines, and all 
fire alarms. 

On a recent evening there 
was a call to a home due to a 
fire alarm in the garage. Five 
firemen responded immedi-
ately in their own vehicles and 
one in a fire truck. Once the 
garage was investigated thor-
oughly and it was determined 
to be a false alarm, an all-clear 
page was sent to all the firemen 
in route. The residents were out 
of town. This is an example: no 
matter what type of call or what 
time of day or night, these fire-
men put their personal lives on 
hold and respond. 

As I write this, my son is on 
a fire call. It’s the coldest day 
of the year but he’s out there 
with other firemen not worry-
ing about the frigid tempera-
tures, just caring about helping 
others.

I have to say that until my 
son joined KVFD, I never real-
ized the amount of time that 
our firemen and their families 
give to the community. They 
dedicate relentless hours to 
every member of our commu-
nity whether by responding 
to a call or by being ready to 
respond at any time. So sup-
port your local volunteer fire 
departments and rescue squads 
because they support you more 
than you’ll ever know. They 
volunteer from the heart.

Support 
volunteer fire 
and rescue units

From Loretta Borostovik, 
White Stone

It was disappointing when 
voters in the northern part of 
Senate District 28 decided 
not to elect Albert Pollard last 
November. The people of the 
Northern Neck voted to elect 
Pollard by 57 percent, but were 
deprived of the opportunity 
to be represented by one of 
the finest examples of leader-
ship and bipartisan politics the 
Commonwealth has seen in a 
long time. 

Fortunately, we have the 
opportunity to vote for Pol-
lard again on February 19 to 
represent us in the House of 
Delegates. Although the voters 
of House District 99 will go 
without representation for five 
weeks, we can confidently 
expect that if elected, Pollard 
will fill out the term with the 
dedication he was known for 
when he first served. 

Those who expect good rep-
resentation from our leaders 
shouldn’t miss the opportu-
nity to elect one of our own to 
represent us in a way that will 
make us proud. Vote for Pollard 
to ensure that this time we have 
someone in Richmond with the 
leadership and the knowledge 
of local issues to represent us 
well. 

Pumping Pollard

From Sam Marshall, 
White Stone

Why not develop permanent 
water access for residents 
of Lancaster County rather 
than one which expires in 25 
years and which can provide 
a number of access locations 
rather than focus all activity 
at one environmentally very 
inappropriate area? 

Here’s the deal. There are 
a number of commercial 
waterside enterprises some 
of which currently don’t offer 
boat launches, though some 
do. For far less money than 
that required for the proposed 
Ashley Cove site, the county 
could offer to pay for concrete 
boat ramps at these facili-
ties and provide chits to pay 
for their use by the owners of 
boats registered in the county. 
After all, those owners pay 

Solving the boat-
launching problem

property taxes each year to 
the county and ought to get 
something from the county in 
return.

This approach would spread 
the boat traffic to a number of 
areas, reward private enter-
prise and relieve the county 
of maintaining a public facil-
ity. The commercial sites cur-
rently offering boat launching 
could also participate through 
facility improvement and 
county-provided payments. 
Such payments should not be 
open ended, but limited to a 
certain number per year, by 
boat registration and for per-
sonal use.

If adopted, such a program 
could be implemented right 
away  and be in limited opera-
tion this year with expansion 
to more new boat ramps to 
follow.

From William A. Embry,
Kinsale

In a recent letter, I com-
mented on the political back-
ground similarity between 
Robert Wittman, Congress-
man from the Virginia First 
District, and Darryl Fisher, 
chairman of the Westmore-
land County Board of Super-
visors.

I concluded that Mr. Fisher 
would appear to be a logi-
cal candidate to place on the 
February 19 ballot to com-
plete Mr. Wittman’s term in 
the Virginia General Assem-
bly.

 I read in this week’s news-
paper that the Democrats of 
the 99th House of Delegates 
District declared Albert Pol-
lard their nominee for the 
February 19 election.

Darryl Fisher who ran as a 
Democrat in the last Novem-
ber election, apparently was 
not considered.

 By-passing a consistent 
winner like Mr. Fisher for a 
person who just lost a Gen-
eral Assembly election in 
November seems a little odd 
to me.

But I am a newcomer to the 
Northern Neck so I probably 
don’t understand the political 
ramifications involved here.

Odd politics 

Fiction or 
Fact

from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
Perusing the General 

Assembly website the other 
night, I stumbled across two 
items of note.

The House of Delegates and 
the Virginia Senate adopted a 
House Joint Resolution intro-
duced by Del. Christopher 
K. Peace of Mechanicsville 
celebrating the life of Finnella 
Saunders Fearnow.

The House of Delegates 
also adopted a House Joint 
Resolution introduced by 
Del. Clarence E. Phillips of 
Castlewood  commending Dr. 
Ralph Stanley. The Senate has 
yet to complete the adoption 
process.

Finnella Saunders Fearnow 
of Mechanicsville, a longtime 
vice president and co-owner 
of Fearnow Brothers Cannery, 
died October 8, 2007.

For more than 50 years, 
Finnella Fearnow was the 
guiding force of Fearnow 
Brothers Cannery, the pro-
ducer of Mrs. Fearnow’s 
Delicious Brunswick Stew, 
made according to the famous 
recipe of Finnella’s mother-in-
law, Lillie Pearl Fearnow.

Mrs. Fearnow’s Delicious 
Brunswick Stew is the Virgin-
ia’s Finest product behind the 
bright yellow label gracing 
many a Virginia pantry for 
generations.

Lillie Pearl Fearnow started 
making the stew in her home 
during the Depression. As it 
became popular, she enlisted 
her daughters-in-law, Finnella 
and Norma Fearnow, filling 
and processing the cans by 
hand.

When operations grew too 
large for the three women to 
handle, the Fearnow Brothers 
Cannery was founded in 1946 
by Finnella’s husband, the 
late George Nelson Fearnow 
Sr., and his brother, Clyde 
Fearnow, on a 154-acre farm 
off Shady Grove Road.

The company remained in 
the Fearnow family until 1999 
when it was sold to Castle-
berry/Snow’s Brands Inc.

However, Finnella Fear-
now continued to work at the 
cannery enjoying a hands-on 
approach to production of the 
famous stew, prepping many 
of the ingredients that went 
into the family recipe herself.

Dr. Ralph Stanley needs no 
introduction. He, of course, is 
the legendary bluegrass musi-
cian, one of the last living 
founders of this distinctly 
American art form.

A Dickenson County native, 
he has won numerous awards  
and has performed for two 
presidential inaugurations.

To celebrate, I heated a can 
of Mrs. Fearnow’s Delicious 
Brunswick Stew and cranked 
the volume on a Ralph Stanley 
CD.

It don’t get any finer than 
that.
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Route 3
Bridge Pavement Overlay

Middlesex and Lancaster Counties

Purpose:
This meeting is to provide interested citizens an opportunity to informally 
review, discuss, and provide input on the improvements to Route 3. This 
include bridge pavement overlay and closure during night time hours 
of Norris Bridge over Rappahannock River in Middlesex and Lancaster 
Counties.

Comments:
Comments and other exhibits related to the proposed project may be 
submitted at the meeting or sent to Ms. Annette Adams, Project Manager, 
87 Deacon Road Fredricksburg, Virginia 22405. 

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all 
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or special 
assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, 
contact VDOT’s Civil Rights Division, 87 Deacon Road or at (540) 
899-4562 (or TTY/TDD 711).

Virginia Department 
of Transportation

Wednesday, January 30, 2008
4:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Town of Kilmarnock Library
235 School Road,  Kilmarnock, Virginia

State Project: PM06-059-205, PE10 Federal Project: STP-PM06 (216)
          

From Virginia Brown, 
White Stone

In opposition to the proposed 
public facilities in Ashley Cove  
off Dymer Creek, I would like 
to add these comments.

Photographs taken by resi-
dents on the cove document 
the damage done to the shore-
line during hurricanes Isabel 
and Ernesto, including severe 
damage to docks and other 
waterfront structures.

Due to its low elevation, the 
cove is flooded by hurricanes 
and frequently by high spring 
tides.

While some fish are caught 
during the year, the cove is 
not considered a viable fishing 
ground. A fishing pier would 
be useless.

High water has been 
observed well beyond the 100-
foot mark in areas adjacent 
to the shoreline. If any septic 
system suitable for public use 
is constructed in the vicinity 
of Ashley Cove, such a system 
would be subjected to flood-
ing, causing health problems 
not only to existing wells but 
to water quality in the cove.

What agency would be 
responsible for monitoring the 
septic system and repairing 
any damage?

If a pier is constructed, what 
persons or agency would be 
responsible for damage done 
to the pier by watercraft or by 
storms?

Piers that are submerged 
in salt water for as few as 24 
hours are very slippery. What 
agency would be liable in the 
event of  personal injury on 
the pier and related to its con-
dition? 

There are multiple oyster 
beds on the cove’s bottom. Any 
additional watercraft coming 
in and out of the narrow pas-
sage leading to the cove might 
do irreparable harm to these 
beds, particularly crafts fueled 
by gasoline or diesel.

Coast Guard regulations 
require some types of water-
craft to have holding tanks. 
Unfortunately, many boat 
owners are not in compliance 
and discharge raw sewage into 
tidal waters. The cove is not 
large enough to have a natural 
flushing system to clear such 
pollutants sufficiently.

I hope regulatory agencies 
such as the Virginia Depart-
ment of Game and Inland Fish-
eries and the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission will 
note these comments in the 
context of public welfare.

Access to the water should 
be available to the public. 

The area outlined in this 
proposal is privately owned 
and currently leased by the 
county. Public funds should 
not be expended on facilities 
that would enhance privately 
owned property. 

The county owns outright 
other property that would serve 
the public’s needs well with-
out endangering the health of 
local residents or further dam-
aging the fragile ecosystem of 
Chesapeake Bay and its tribu-
taries.

Opposing 
Ashley Cove 
public facilities

From Joan Blackstone, 
White Stone

There’s an old expression, 
“Blood tells.”  Lee Anne 
Washington’s deep-rooted 
family history shows a strong 
commitment to service.

Her family dates back to 
Capt. William Ball, who set-
tled in the Northern Neck in 
1650. Years later, his great-
grandson, George Washing-
ton, became the first president 
of the United States. 

Lee Anne’s great-great-
grandfather founded The 
Rappahannock Record.  Her 
great-grandfather was the 
second president of The Peo-
ple’s Bank of White Stone 
and the town’s first mayor. 
Her grandfather founded Vir-
ginia Wesleyan College in 
Virginia Beach. Both of her 
grandmothers, as well as her 
mother, were public school 
teachers. Lee Anne’s father, 
the late George Clifford 
Washington, was president 
of the Virginia Waterman’s 
Association.  

Lee Anne carries on the 
family tradition. She lives 
in White Stone, where she 
serves our community as an 
attorney and a town council 
member.

On February 19, we have 
an opportunity to elect Lee 
Anne Washington to repre-
sent us in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly. There is no 
one who better understands 
the families of the Northern 
Neck, and she will serve us 
well in Richmond.

Family ties

From Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

President Bush came to 
power with an ambitious 
agenda. Events like 9/11 only 
expanded it. His policies were 
bold and decisive. The men and 
women he appointed to imple-
ment them were chosen by gut 
feel. He has told us so himself. 
He has also told us that he 
makes the big decisions, then 
delegates their fulfillment. That 
he then walks away he has yet 
to admit.

He walked away from 
Afghanistan to invade Iraq. He 
walked away from his owner-
ship concept once his tax cuts 
were enacted. He walked away 
from the Arab-Israeli conflict 
after the road map was set. The 
consequences of his disinterest 
are now plain to see.

Iraq is requiring a supreme 
effort to reverse its three-year 
slide into anarchy. His inat-
tention to the Taliban’s resur-
gence in Afghanistan steeled 
our allies’ refusal to bail him 
out with yet more troops. Both 
needless tragedies have the 
same cause. Bush does not 
manage his appointees and 
takes no responsibility for 
their performance. Where was 
he when Alan Greenspan let 
Bush’s ownership program run 
so disastrously out of control? 
His seven-year dissociation 
from the Arab-Israeli conflict 
told Israel to do as it pleased, 
hardening Palestinian intransi-
gence.

In his second term, the White 
House itself has unfailingly 
announced low expectations 
for every overseas mission 
Bush undertakes. Now we are 
all victims of the economic 
storm caused by his inatten-
tion to the consequences of 
the Feds’ easy money policy 
under Greenspan. Bush  kept 
promising us a strong dollar 
policy but to date our currency 
has lost 60 percent of its value. 
He ran up the deficits that Vice 
President Dick Cheney told us 
don’t matter. Now it’s clear how 
much Bush has cost the nation.

There never was a free lunch. 
Has there ever been a more 
expensive president?

Letters to the Editor
Bush has cost 
the nation much

From Gary L. Ellis,
White Stone

Regarding “Global Warming 
is Accelerating” in the January 
17 edition, it is  worth noting 
that nine tenths  of the world’s 
ice is piled up in Antarctia. That 
is where the concern should be 
focused for melting and rising 
sea levels.

Scientific research has not 
established the history of the 
ice sheet’s former fluctua-
tions or its future. It may have 
receded three million years ago 
or remained unchanged for the 
last 10 to 15 million years.

The World Meteorological 
Organization lists the highest 
temperature of 59 degrees F. 
occurred in Antarctica January 
5, 1974. The lowest tempera-
ture of -129 degrees F. occurred 
July 21, 1983. Therefore, as 
a simple point of reference, 
not a true trend, the tempera-
ture where 90 percent of the 
earth’s ice is has decreased or 
remained stable, not increased, 
even if the temperature in the 
Artic has increased 1.9 to 4.1 
degrees F.

NASA researchers have 
determined that Antarctic sea 
ice has increased over the past 
decades. More ice cover is 
important not only because it 
indicates temperature changes, 
but because more ice reflects 
more solar radiation away from 
the earth and insulates the 
oceans from the atmosphere.

NASA further reported that 
the length of the sea ice season 
has increased by at least one 
day per year equating three 
weeks over a 21-year period. 
Overall, the area where the 
sea ice season is lengthening 
is 2.16 million square miles, 
about 60 percent the size of the 
United States.

Last week Saudi Arabia 
reported unusually cold 
weather that slashed decades-
old records. Temperatures 
reached a record low of 21.2 
degrees F freezing water pipes 
and closing schools and other 
facilities. Interesting if not 
truly meaningful.

Antarctica ice 
increasing

From Renée McGee,
Ashville, N.C.

I am responding to the letter 
“Speaking of Incompetence” 
of January 3, a response to a 
letter previously titled “Sup-
port schools, not boat ramps” 
regarding the proposed boat 
ramp in Ocran.

I’m slightly biased as I’m a 
sister defending her brother, 
but in a broader view, I feel 
the need to remind the writer 
of the January 3 letter that my 
brother’s freedom of speech 
is protected under the First 
Amendment and I find it ludi-
crous that he would suggest 
that my brother should be sus-
pended without pay for 30 days 
for exercising his right as a citi-
zen of the United States.

It is a good thing that he 
does not work for that writer 
as I have a feeling he could be 
slapped with a lawsuit for sus-
pending someone without pay 
for just exercising his right of 
free speech.

In no way did my brother 
suggest that he was speaking 
on behalf of the school admin-
istration or the school board. 
He merely was stating that he 
was a science teacher at Lan-
caster High School and was 
writing a letter to the editor, 
nothing more. If anyone should 
have the right to speak up, 
it should be teachers in our 
school system.

I do not know the details 
regarding the proposed boat 
ramp because I am no longer a 
resident of Lancaster County. 
However, I did grow up in 
Ocran and still consider it my 
home and I, too, find it strange 
that taxpayer money would go 
towards funding a public boat 
ramp.

My brother is a dedicated 
teacher. He does this because 
he believes strongly in the edu-
cation of our youth; it certainly 
is not for the pay or recogni-
tion. He chooses to commute 
two hours a day and dedicate a 
large portion of his time serving 
the school through other activi-
ties besides teaching. It really 
angers me that just because my 
brother spoke up in support of 
schools, not boat ramps, that 
the letter writer suggests he 
should be punished by being 
given an unpaid leave.

Teachers are the most valu-
able resource that Lancaster 
County has, not the water or 
boat ramps. The Lancaster 
school system has many dedi-
cated teachers who have the 
responsibility for the education 
of future generations and they 
are doing this for little pay in 
a system that has been under-
funded for years. People need 
to wake up and realize that 
the education of youth trumps 
anything else, especially a boat 
ramp. Everyone living in Lan-
caster County should be thank-
ing the dedicated teachers there 
that sacrifice so much for the 
benefit of the  youth and insist 
that their tax dollars go towards 
what is needed most, funding 
for the schools.

Defending 
teachers and 
free speech

From George Moore, MD
White Stone

Sir Edmund Hillary recently 
died at age 88 in his New Zea-
land home.

I knew him when he came to 
Nepal in 1953 to climb Mount 
Everest. He was a guest at the 
British Embassy and my wife 
and I had invited him and a few 
of his friends to dinner at our 
compound in Kathmandu. He 
was a wonderful person and 
impressed us with his charm, 
humor and determination to 
conquer Everest.

He was successful and on his 
return to the city we were able 
to include him in an evening 
of entertainment in our quar-
ters once more. This time, we 
induced him to tell the whole 
story of his successful climb.

My wife, Connie, managed 
to talk to him privately and 
soon learned that he was trying 
to decide on marriage to a good 
friend. Connie, in her amicable 
way, persuaded him that Louise 
was the right person and we 
learned later that he did marry 
her. They had a child, but Louise 
and the child were killed in a 
plane crash in 1975. Connie 
also introduced Sir Edmund to 
salted peanuts packed in a can. 
He was so impressed with them 
that he brought 100 pounds 
of salted peanuts for his next 
climb in Nepal.

Sir Edmund and I expe-
rienced a rather remarkable 
adventure together in June 
1953. The monsoon that usu-
ally brought us 66 inches of 
rain each summer was almost 

Remembering Sir  
Edmund Hillary

upon us, but I needed to travel 
to Calcutta for urgent medical 
supplies. Kathmandu’s airstrip 
for the twin-engine DC-3 was 
dirt and would be impossible 
when it turned into mud.

I hurried to the field and 
found Sir Edmund waiting to 
board the same plane. He and 
I were the only passengers and 
our pilot was a Sikh. In a blind-
ing rain, he started the engines 
and as the plane rolled and 
turned we heard a heart-stop-
ping crash. The plane stopped 
abruptly. Our pilot appeared 
from the cockpit and opened 
the door to the outside. Hill-
ary and I followed him to the 
ground to see what had hap-
pened. 

The aircraft had skidded in 
the mud and the tail section had 
struck a wooden stake. Both the 
elevator and rudder were vis-
ibly damaged. Our Sikh exam-
ined the bent metal and tears, 
shrugged his shoulders and 
suggested that he could still fly 
the plane. He wanted our opin-
ion, however.

With just a moment’s hesita-
tion, Sir Edmund and I looked 
at each other and smiled. We 
shook hands and instructed 
the pilot that we were ready 
to go. The take-off was tense, 
as Hillary and I both sat qui-
etly, holding our breath. No 
one spoke as the plane sput-
tered and coughed, then lifted, 
though a bit unsteadily, off the 
ground. I expected to hear the 
tail flutter, but once we were 
air-borne, rising level with 
the snow-capped peaks, the 
plane seemed unaffected by the 
damage. We landed in Calcutta 
as scheduled.

Later, I realized that I had 
trusted both Hillary’s charm 
and his sense of risk, and we 
both had trusted the sturdy DC-
3. In any case, if the plane had 
failed, my name would have 
been forever intertwined with 
Sir Edmund Hillary. May he 
rest in peace.

From Capt. Paul H. Somers,
White Stone

It is with true pride that I 
write this note to the Lancaster 
High School  (LHS) Band, 
band directors, band boosters, 
and all others involved in the 
recent trip to New Orleans.

What a wonderful experience 
it was for this group of fine stu-
dent musicians. From the two 
exceptional performances at 
historic Jackson Square to the 
ultimate performance at the 
Louisiana Super Dome, these 
students exemplified what is 
best, not only in our schools, 
but in our very lives.

These students were prepared 
not only musically, but socially 
and morally. What a tribute to 
Mr. Spiers and Mr. Flester. The 
entire LHS community must be 
very proud. The values instilled 
in these students by parents, 
faculty and the community 
were on display, and their per-
formances both on and off the 
field were impeccable.

To the skeptics in our com-
munity, let there be no doubt as 
to the value of our schools’ co-
curricular activities.  These are 
instrumental in molding and 
even defining our children in 
ways that will serve them well 
for the rest of their lives.

The students brought a 
moment of shear brilliance in 
a sometimes dimly lit world. 
You have, as a group, helped 
to restore my faith in not only 
your generation, but in those 
yet to come.

Proud of the band

From Rob Roy,
Reedville

When we were children in 
school we learned early that 
the Father of our Country was 
George Washington.

A little later, we found 
out that Mary Ball married 
George’s father and it all took 
place in tidal Virginia. We 
should feel blessed that some 
of their descendants still live 
here in the Northern Neck. 
One is Lee Anne Washington, 
a member of the White Stone 
Town Council and an attorney  
in family law.

Washington is the Republi-
can nominee for the Virginia 
House of Delegates in the Dis-
trict 99 February 19 special 
election.

Washington’s family line on 
her maternal side goes back to 
Mary Ball Washington’s grand-
father, Capt. William Ball, who 
emigrated to America in 1650. 
On her paternal side, her line 
goes back to Augustine Wash-
ington, President Washington’s 
father and Mary Ball Washing-
ton’s husband.

When asked about the issues 
that she feels are most impor-
tant in the 99th District, Wash-
ington cited bridge replacement 

Supporting Lee 
Anne Washington

and environmental issues with 
the Chesapeake Bay. She was 
quick to say that she intends 
to listen carefully to the people 
before setting her priorities 
when she is elected. She feels 
that supporting a few very 
important issues and doing a 
good job in getting legislation 
passed that the people of the 
district support is better than 
addressing a larger number of 
issues and not doing a good 
job.

This is the kind of thoughtful 
and prudent leadership we need 
and I am certain that with her 
stellar heritage she will have 
success as our delegate. To find 
out more about her views and 
position on the issues that face 
us in District 99, I am sure that 
she will be happy to discuss 
them with you. So give her 
a call and vote for Lee Anne 
Washington on February 19.

From Nancy Clark,
Hills Quarter

Now we must say goodbye 
to a vibrant and uplifting shop-
ping destination in Kilmar-
nock. All Occasions Card Shop 
is making its exit after 17 years 
of providing the “greeting” 
needs of a “happy to be there” 
public.

Choosing the right greeting 
card, entertainment supplies 
or a seasonal gift was always a 
delight in that warm and wel-
coming environment. Chang-
ing times do not always bring 
a positive change, for losing 
the spirit which radiated from 
each of the girls at All Occa-
sions will be an act very hard 
to follow.

One unknown loyal patron 
has expressed the loss felt by 
all of the shops’ fans. She has 
presented the shop with a large 
pink box of “tissues for tears” 
tied with a beautiful bow. A 
perfect gift from the shopping 
admirers of this special place. 
Connie, Mary, and Diane were 
merchants of heart and we hate 
to see them leave our town.

Tears for 
All Occasions

From Robert Prescott,
Lancaster

It’s rare that we’re given a 
second chance in politics. Typi-
cally, we vote and win or lose 
according to majority rule. We 
live with those results until the 
next election.

This scenario was demon-
strated by November’s Virginia 
Senate election. In that elec-
tion, the will of the Northern 
Neck was buried by the will 
and size of Stafford County. 
Life goes on.

With the recent ascension 
of Del. Rob Wittman to the 
U.S. Congress, however, we’re 
given a second chance to return 
Albert Pollard to Richmond. 
On February 19, one week after 
the Virginia Presidential Pri-
maries, there will be a Special 
Election to fill the vacated seat 
for District 99 in the House of 
Delegates.

I will again vote for Albert. 
His fierce independence and 
advocacy on behalf of the 
Northern Neck is legendary, as 
evidenced by his wide biparti-
san support.

I encourage everyone with 
a stake in our community to 
return to the polls and vote for 
Albert Pollard on February 19.

Vote for Pollard 
on February 19

From Kitty Creeth,
Reedville

I was thrilled to hear that 
voters in District 99 would 
soon have the chance to elect 
a man who understands the 
issues residents of his dis-
trict face and who also has 
the experience to bring those 
issues to the forefront in 
Richmond.

Albert Pollard, who repre-
sented the Northern Neck in 
the House of Delegates for 
six years, is the perfect choice 
to represent us in Richmond. 
He has demonstrated time 
after time his devotion to the 
issues important to us such 
as our schools, environment 
and our way of life.

I will vote for Albert Pol-
lard February 19 because I 
know he will work hard to do 
right by his constituents and 
always make us proud.

Voting for Pollard

From Tonya L. Creasy,
Northern Neck 
Humane Society

In response to a recent 
article entitled “Dog reunited 
with his owner after six 
months,” I can hardly express 
my thoughts as I read about 
this wonderful reunion of 
Jack and his owner.

I was drawn to tears over 
what he had gone through 
during those six months. Pets 
became lost more frequently 
than people are aware of. 
Not always is it intentional 
as is the case with Jack 
being picked up in his own 
neighborhood by people who 
turned out to be predators.

In my mind this is an exam-
ple of animal cruelty and the 
consequences of such acts 
to the animals many times is 
unbelievable. This once loved 
pet found himself in a situa-
tion where he was having a 
terrible day every day. His 
only defense was to keep 
those predators at bay as best 
he could.

How adults can treat ani-
mals so cruelly is beyond 
me.

Fortunately, there were 
individuals who cared enough 
to take action.

By rescuing him and taking 
him to the Northumberland 
Animal Welfare League, he 
eventually found his owner. 

The volunteers of the Nor-
thumberland Animal Welfare 
League did a wonderful job 
to help him move past that 
nightmare and eventually 
find his owner. Fran Warren 
and her volunteers under-
stood where he had been and 
the abuse he suffered during 
that six-month period. Their 
compassion kept them moti-
vated to help him survive 
that trauma, move past it and 
to find his owner.

This story also demon-
strates how the internet is 
helpful in finding homes 
for rescued animals. This 
is another success story to 
be added to the good work 
of impassioned animal wel-
fare groups in the Northern 
Neck.

Fortunately for animals in 
need, there are compassion-
ate volunteers in the North-
ern Neck working to help 
these lost, abandoned and/or 
abused animals.

Welcome back 
home, Jack

The
Record
Online

www.rrecord.com
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ReArrangements
Room makeovers.

Your things.
Your space.

Irvington Office
Post Office Box 733

Irvington, Virginia 22480

Richmond Office
505 North Boulevard

Number 13
Richmond, Virginia 23220

Cell 804.436.3169
ANN CARPENTER
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Happy
50th 

Anniversary
Mom and Dad

Love,
Mike, Pam, 

Vicky & Missy

The marriage of Miss 
Johanna Marie Conrad of 
Richmond, daughter of  Garey 
L. Conrad of Urbanna and Ms. 
Jacqueline Conrad of Rich-
mond, to Ryan Andrew Ernest 
of Richmond, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Steven Ernest of Hunt-
ing Valley, Ohio, took place 
September 22, 2007, at St. 
Andrew’s Methodist Church 
in Richmond with the Rev. Al 
Lynch officiating.

The bride, escorted by her 
father and given in marriage 
by her parents, is the grand-
daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. J. L. Conrad, formerly of 
Elkhart, Ind., and the late Mr. 
and Mrs. Percy Wells, formerly 
of Richmond.

The groom is the grand-
son of Mr. and Mrs. Sanford 
Ernest of Beachwood, Ohio, 
and the late Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam VanderKaay of Mentor, 
Ohio.

Marie Kennison was the 
maid of honor. Rachel Ernest 
and Morgan Clements were 
bridesmaids and Miss Caro-
lina Rowland was the flower 
girl, all of Richmond.

Eric Bordonaro of Colum-
bus, Ohio, was the best man. 
Groomsmen were Mike Mari-
ano of Indianapolis,  Robert 
Whistler, Eric Armstrong 
and David Clark, all of Rich-
mond.

The groom’s parents hosted 
the rehearsal dinner at the 
Grapevine Restaurant. The 
reception was held by the 
bride’s father at the Maymont 
Nature Center.

The bride graduated from 
Douglas Freeman High School 
and Virginia Commonwealth 
University with a bachelor’s in 
marketing. She is employed by 
First Market Bank. 

The groom graduated 
from Hudson High School in 
Hudson, Ohio, and attends J. 
Sergeant Reynolds Commu-
nity College. He is employed 
by the Henrico County Divi-
sion of Fire as a firefighter.

The couple honeymooned 
in Riviera Maya, Mexico, and 
then flew to Italy where they 
spent a second week on the 
Amalfi Coast. They make their 
home in Glen Allen with their 
dog, Panda.

Ernest-Conrad vows exchanged
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Andrew Ernest

The Animal Welfare League 
again will offer its 50 percent 
spay/neuter rebate program for 
the entire month of February 
2008.

The rebate program applies 
from February 1 through Febru-
ary 29 and only to permanent 
residents of Lancaster, Northum-
berland, Richmond and Westmo-
reland counties.

Millions of animals are killed 
each year in the United States 

because there are just not enough 
good homes to go around. There 
is a solution to this tragedy in 
which every pet owner can par-
ticipate.

By spaying or neutering com-
panion animals, one can end  
the unwanted litters, reduce the 
needless suffering that homeless 
animals endure and at the same 
time save local taxpayers who 
must bear the cost of picking up,  
housing and eventually killing 

Animal Welfare League offers spay/neuter rebate

The second annual Cabin 
Fever Art and Craft Show will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
February 9 at the Lancaster 
Community Building at Dream 
Fields on Irvington Road near 
Kilmarnock.

The Craft Show will benefit 
Reach Out and Read (ROR), 
a Pediatric Literacy Program 
sponsored by Dr. Barbara Kay-
lor’s and Dr. Deidra Tyson’s 
Pediatric Practice, at CMG in 
Kilmarnock.

ROR has sent Dr. Kahler’s 
office a startup supply of books 
and with funds from last year’s 
Cabin Fever Market and a ROR 
grant, the program is off to a 
good start. However, as books 
are distributed to area mothers 
at well baby checks, the supply 
will dwindle.

Alice Rice, a stay-at-home 
mom, a former teacher, and a 
member of ADK (a local phil-
anthropic teachers’ sorority 
and ROR sponsor) has com-
pleted Dr. Kahler’s first order 
to supply the program. Now 
all mothers of babies treated 
at CMG’s Pediatric Unit will 
be instructed in the value of 
reading aloud from birth on 
and given a free book at each 
well baby check to put reading 
aloud into practice.

This second annual Art and 
Craft Show, sponsored by 
local artisans and the Gamma 
Alpha Chapter of ADK, is 
a way for the community to 
support the development and 
ongoing success of Reach 
Out and Read, which will in 
turn benefit the families in 

this community, according to 
event contact person Carol 
Cook.

Returning artisans from 
last year’s successful show are 
Julianne Clothing, Dragonfly 
Silver Jewelry, Canary Jan’s 
quilted art, The Puzzle Man, 
The Mermaid Artist, and Pam-
pered Chef and Longaberger 
Representative, Laura Sisson. 
Many new participants will 
also be there.

A homemade soup buffet 
will again be offered by ADK. 
Hourly raffle prizes, donated 
by participating artisans, will 
add to the excitement. A new 
feature this year will be a Chil-
dren’s Book Corner, featuring 
two local authors of children’s 
books, selling and autograph-
ing their works.

This event is free to the 
public. Cash donations are 
welcome at the door. All food, 
raffle proceeds and donations 
will benefit ROR.

Once again the public is 
urged to donate new or barely 
used children’s books (appro-
priate up to age 5). They will 
be collected at the door for the 
pediatric office’s “Read Aloud 
Corner.” Often these books 
end up in the hands of sib-
lings in Dr. Kahler’s office and 
subsequently in the homes of 
families who can really benefit 
from them.

For general informa-
tion on ROR, visit reachou-
tandread.org. For more 
information on Cabin Fever 
or for event directions, email 
dragonflyent@yahoo.com.

Annual arts and crafts 
show to benefit literacy 

Architectural historian Mark 
Wenger will present a lunch-
time lecture at the Rosewell 
Visitor Center January 30 at 
noon.

Wenger will discuss new 
findings of historical and archi-
tectural significance regard-
ing Rosewell, having recently 
conducted an aerial inspection 
of the ruin. Participants may 
bring their own lunch; soft 
drinks will be available for 
purchase.

The presentation is included 
in the regular site admission of 
$4 for adults and $2 for chil-
dren ages 6 to 12. Admission 
is free to Rosewell Foundation 
members and volunteers.

An architectural historian 
with the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation for over 20 years, 
Wenger is now associated with 
Mesick, Cohen, Wilson, Baker, 
Architects. He has undertaken 
projects for Monticello, Mont-
pelier and Stratford Hall, and 
is one of the team of preserva-
tion professionals conducting 
the Blueprint for Preservation 
study of the Rosewell ruin.

The lunchtime lecture 
series will conclude Febru-

ary 13 when Helen C. Roun-
tree, author of Pocahantas, 
Powhatan, Opechancanough: 
Three Indian Lives Changed 
by Jamestown, will discuss her 
research on Virginia Indians.

To reserve a seat at any of 
the lectures, call 693-2585.

One of colonial America’s 
grandest mansions, Rosewell 
was built 1725-1738 and 
gutted by fire in 1916. Four 
massive chimneys, one wall, 
and a cellar vault are now 
silent witnesses to history. 
Stabilized, but not rebuilt, 
Rosewell allows visitors to 
inspect 18th-century brick-
work from a perspective that 
no intact building can offer. 
Its setting inspires the imagi-
nation to recreate Rosewell as 
three generations of the Page 
family knew it.

Rosewell is open to visitors 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday, and from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.To 
reach Rosewell, take Route 
17 to the Wawa store in White 
Marsh. Follow the brown 
directional signs to Rosewell, 
approximately four miles off 
Route 17.

Rosewell lunchtime 
lecture set January 30

Bob Wayland will describe 
how gas prices, climate change 
and the fate of the bay interre-
late Sunday, January 27, at the 
Lancaster Community Library 
at 2 p.m. 

Wayland’s qualifications 
include 28 years of service 
in the U.S.  Environmental 
Protection Agency and, after 
moving to the Northern Neck 
in 2003, appointment to the 
Virginia State Water Control 
Board and service as vice 
president of the Northern 
Neck Land Conservancy and 
vice president of the South-
east Watershed Forum. 

During his EPA career, 
Wayland was director of the 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans 
and Watersheds where he led 
efforts to encourage the man-
agement of water resources on 
a watershed basis. 

Innovations during his tenure 

included establishment of 
the Clean Water Action Plan, 
Watershed Assistance Grants, 
Five-Star Restoration grants, 
the first national Coastal Con-
dition Report, and develop-
ment of a Federal-State-Tribal 
Action Plan to curb the dead 
zone in the Gulf of Mexico, 
among others.

His honors include the Pres-
ident’s Award of the Wildlife 
Habitat Council and the EPA 
Distinguished Career Award 
given by administrator Christie 
Todd Whitman. 

Presidents Bill Clinton and 
George W. Bush each awarded 
Wayland the Presidential Rank 
of Meritorious Executive.

Sundays at Two presenta-
tions are free and open to the 
public. On February 3, James 
Wooton will speak on “Eliza-
beth Kortright Monroe: La 
Belle Americaine.”

Wayland to speak
for ‘Sundays at Two’

Horticulture magazine 
and Lewis Ginter Botani-
cal Garden will host a spe-
cial symposium, “Down to 
Earth Gardening” February 
2, at Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden in Richmond.

To register for the day-long 
event, visit www.hortpro-
grams.com, or call 877-436-
7764.

For 15 years, Horticulture 
has delivered a series of pres-
tigious gardening symposia, 
in collaboration with lead-
ing botanic gardens and plant 
groups, to garden enthusiasts 
around the country. Thou-

sands of participants have 
benefited from the tradition 
of bringing together an inter-
national panel of experts to 
address the newest design 
ideas, the most exciting 
plants, and the best in inter-
national trends in garden 
making.

“Down to Earth Garden-
ing” is about gardening 
smarter, problem solving, 
and going green with the best 
new plants.

Speakers will include 
Helen Dillon, award-win-
ning author, broadcaster, and 
garden consultant; David 

Howard, head gardener at 
Highgrove to Their Royal 
Highnesses The Prince of 
Wales and The Duchess of 
Cornwall; Richard L. Bitner, 
author and teacher of coni-
fers and ornamental plants at 
Longwood Gardens; William 
Cullina, director of horticul-
tural research for the New 
England Wild Flower Soci-
ety’s Garden in the Woods 
and native plant expert; and 
Nan Sinton, director of pro-
grams for Horticulture and 
also an experienced designer 
and hands-on gardener.

“Who doesn’t want to 

garden in a way that har-
monizes with nature, pays 
attention to sustainability, 
and results in a garden that is 
beautiful and responsible?” 
asked Sinton. 

“Discover the basic ele-
ments of organic gardening 
with Dave Howard, and see 
how you can put many of 
his practices to work in your 
own garden,” said Sinton. 
“Our speakers will share 
their own personal experi-
ences with responsible gar-
dening, from choosing the 
right plants for each site to 
perfect plant combinations.”

Horticulture magazine to host symposium

The Rappahannock POPS 
Orchestra, a 70-piece pro-
fessional orchestra, recently 
announced an upcoming con-
cert, POPS AMORE,’ February 
16 at 8 p.m. at James Monroe 
High School in Fredericks-
burg. 

Under the direction of 
Maestro Kirk Wilke, the con-
cert is a celebration of Val-
entine’s Day with a program 
of love songs through the 
ages.  Music ranges from a 
Beatles medley, to Broadway 
favorites sung by soloist and 
Broadway entertainer,  Patrick 
A’Hearn. Guest violinist Amy 
Fetherolf  will perform “Car-
men’s Fantasy.”   

 The concert will be held in 
the new James Monroe High 
School auditorium on Wash-
ington Avenue in Fredericks-
burg.  Tickets are required and 
can be  purchased online at 
www.rappahannockpops.org, 
or by calling 540-785-5529. 

Fees are adults $20/$15 
members; seniors $15/$10 
members; children ages 17 
and younger, free (but ticket is 

Soloist Patrick A’Hearn will 
join the Rappahannock POPS 
Orchestra for a Valentine’s 
concert.

Rappahannock POPS
seeks local audiences

required). Group rates are also 
offered.  

According to orchestra per-
sonnel, a bus may be avail-
able from the area to transport 
Northern Neck residents to 
the concert.  There would be a 
transportation fee, and details 
are still being worked out. 

 

A concert benefiting 
the Guardian Program of 
the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA will be held at 4 p.m. 
February 10 at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church on 
Church Street in Kilmar-
nock. Tickets are $15 per 
person.

The concert will feature  
Broken Consort. Musicians 
are Celeste Gates on clari-
net, Margaret Lawyer on 
viola and Todd Barnes on 
piano. Tickets are available 
at the YMCA and Twice Told 
Tales in Kilmarnock, and 
Net Cruisers Café in Lan-
caster. Please contact Donna 

McGrath at 435-0223 if you 
have any questions.

The Guardian Program 
is a scholarship fund which 
allows the YMCA to ful-
fill its mission of providing 
high quality programs and 
services in a caring environ-
ment to everyone, regardless 
of a family or individual’s 
f inancial position.

“Your generosity has 
enabled our small branch to 
give away over $220,000 to 
more than 2,000 local fami-
lies and children, making us 
a national leader in Guard-
ian assistance,” said branch 
director Mark Favazza,

Broken Consort concert 
to benefit Guardian Program

dogs and cats.
The 50 percent rebate pro-

gram, not to exceed $50 per 
animal, applies to dogs and cats 
only. The rebate applies only to 
sterilization surgery charges. No 
other services are covered. No 
forms need to be filled out.

Owners just make an appoint-

ment with the veterinarian of 
their choice, pay the bill and then 
send proof of payment (paid bill) 
to the Animal Welfare League, 
P.O. Box 975, White Stone, VA 
22578 postmarked no later than 
March 15, 2008, to be eligible for 
the rebate. No bills will be hon-
ored after this date.
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Saturday, January 26th
9:00–10:30 a.m.
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Call today to reserve a space 

for you and your child!
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25% - 50% OFF
All Handbags

Plus
25% additional discount
on previous sale items

Special Prices End
Wednesday, January 30 at 5 p.m.

The Garden Club of the 
Northern Neck will host its 
eighth conservation sympo-
sium, “Building Green on the 
Northern Neck,” presented by 
Elizabeth Gruben in the Rap-
pahannock Westminster-Can-
terbury auditorium February 
19.

Refreshments will be served 
at 9:30 a.m. The program will 
begin at 10 a.m. 

Gruben is the designer and 
owner of a house under con-
struction in Ditchley. She 
has long been involved in 
environmental issues and is 
a Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design accred-
ited professional.

The house resembles local 

farmhouses with a green 
standing seam roof and shows 
the owner’s interest in arts 
and crafts with the selection 
of window styles and exterior 
detailing. 

The house also represents 
how reducing size, reusing and 
recycling combine to produce 
energy effi ciency without sac-
rifi cing style and livability. 

“This presentation will open 
minds about how even simple 
measures in one house will 
make enormous differences to 
the environment,” said garden 
club conservation chairman 
Lisa Stuart. 

Reservations are not 
required. Carpooling is recom-
mended.

Building green symposium set

The “Cutting Edge Quilt 
Guild” will present a free slide 
show of the 2007 International 
Quilt Association’s Show, 
“A World of Beauty,” held in 
Houston in October.  

The slide show will be held 
February 1, at the Northumber-
land Public Library in Heaths-
ville at 1 p.m.  

Cutting Edge members Joy 
Young, Micki Pugh, Eliza-

beth Schamber, Jane Kimball, 
Penelope Mace and Dory Gos-
sman attended the Houston 
event.

Schamber won third prize in 
the “Art-People, Portraits and 
Figures” category for a quilt 
portrait of her husband, Joe 
Schamber. She will attend the 
slide show.  

Attendees are urged to bring 
their own drinks. 

Quilters to offer 
public slide show

From left are Joy Young, Micki Pugh, Elizabeth Schamber, 
Jane Kimball and Penelope Mace.  

Elizabeth Schamber displays the ribbon-winning quilt por-
trait of her husband.

Babygarten 
is Saturday

David Bednarczyk reads 
with his daughter, Carina, at 
a recent Babygarten at Lan-
caster Community Library. 
The next Babygarten is Satur-
day, January 26, from 10:30 
to 11 a.m. 

Step out of the winter blues 
and into a home and garden 
showplace blooming with 
inspiration at The MAC Events 
Home Show-Richmond featur-
ing the Maymont Flower and 
Garden Show.

Experience a burst of spring 
with fresh home and gardening 
ideas to spruce up any living 
space.

The MAC Events Home 
Show-Richmond featuring the 
Maymont Flower and Garden 
Show will be held at the Greater 
Richmond Convention Center 
February 21 through 24.

This is the fi rst year that 
the MAC Events Home Show 
and the Maymont Flower and 
Garden Show will be combined 
in one location, on one ticket. 
The event, the most compre-
hensive show of its kind in the 
region, will occupy all 178,000 
square feet of the Convention 
Center with half of the space 
dedicated to the Flower and 
Garden Show and the other 
open to the full-scale Home 
Show.

More than 400 vendors will 
participate. There will be chil-
dren’s activities.

The Home Show will fea-
ture innovative, upscale manu-
facturers and sellers of home 
products, including building, 
remodeling and renovation 
ideas, landscape solutions and 
home décor.

The Maymont  Flower and 
Garden Show vendors from 
across the country will stir 
passion to plant with a trea-
sure trove of gardening goods 

Maymont’s “otterly” enter-
taining Valentine’s celebra-
tion, “With Love From Your 
Signifi cant Otter,” returns to 
the Robins Nature and Visitor 
Center February 9 from 7 to 11 
p.m.

Hosted by the Dooley Noted 
Society, Maymont’s young pro-
fessionals group, the evening 
will feature river otter antics, 
a chance to win a Carreras 
Jewelers diamond, laid back 
lounge tunes by The Flyin’ 
Sulsers, and fi ne beverages 
from Total Wine.

The Dooley Noted Society 
(DNS) will also kick off a new 
fund-raising campaign espe-
cially for Maymont’s otters 
during the event.

Attendees can participate in 
the second annual “Carreras 
Jewelers Diamond Champagne 
Fund Raiser.” One 1/2 carat 
diamond, valued at $1,000, 

will be hidden among a limited 
number of champagne glasses, 
each holding a cubic zirconia 
stone. Glasses will be for sale 
at a special diamond cham-
pagne station. Purchasers will 
take their “jewel” to Carreras 
Jewelers at 121 Libbie Avenue 
to determine if it is the real 
diamond.

Advance tickets are avail-
able through February 7 at $50 
per person; $45 for DNS mem-
bers. Tickets at the door are 
$55 per person; $50 for mem-
bers. Guests must be 21 years 
or older and show valid picture 
identifi cation at the door.

The Nature and Visitor 
Center is at 2201 Shields Lake 
Drive. Free parking is avail-
able. To purchase tickets, call 
Maymont at 358-7166, ext. 
310, or visit www.maymont.
org. All proceeds benefi t May-
mont.

Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
at Maymont fundraiser

Home fl ower and garden 
show Feb. 21 in Richmond

COLD WEATHER’S HERE!
Keep us warm, dry and fed.  Give us fresh clean

water daily.- Animal Welfare League

Mayor Curtis Smith of 
Kilmarnock recently addressed 
the Northern Neck Rotary 
Club on issues and projects 
facing the Town of Kilmar-
nock. 

Smith opened by saying the 
Main Street project was com-
pleted. All that is left is to 
fi nish paying for it, he added. 

The top items for future 
planning are a new city hall 
and expansion of the sewer 
and water system, he said.

He hopes development of the 
city hall property could begin 
as early as next year. Likely 
the project will begin by sell-
ing the current city hall site 
and relocating into temporary 
quarters while fi nal plans for 
the nine-acre site of the future 
complex can be fi nalized and 
built, explained Smith. 

The campus would have city 
offi ces and other structures 
which have been requested 
by community members. The 
building should be attractive 
but functional and available 
for use by groups rather than 
being reserved exclusively for 
city hall business, he said. 

Other ideas coming for-
ward include relocation of the 
library, a county service offi ce 
and commons area where out-
door festivals may be held, he 
said. 

One of the biggest plan-
ning issues will be Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion requirements. The 100-
foot setback, relocation and 
upgrade of First Street and its 
intersection with Main Street 
will have to be worked out so 
that it does not encumber the 
property to make it less usable 
for the intended purpose, 
said Smith. The restrictions 
may be imposed on the town 
without funds from VDOT 
to purchase the right-of-way 
or do the street upgrades. 
These requirements will take 
time to work out, but Smith 
expressed confi dence that the 
work could move forward and 
be completed in a reasonable 
period.

Smith indicated that water 
and sewer system issues are 
coming to the forefront as the 
area continues to grow and 
requirements for waste water 
treatment increase. The cur-
rent utility system is operating 
at about 40 percent capacity. 
The Commonwealth will soon 
require that the system be self 
sustaining. 

“It seems everyone wants 
some type of public service 
authority to provide for water 
and sewer services, but no 
one is willing to pay for it,” 
said Smith. 

He would like to see the 
system grow to about 60 
percent of  capacity which 
would allow it to pay its way 
and retain reserve capacity 
for emergencies and modest 
growth. An upgrade soon to 
be required will cost $2.5 to 

Mayor Curtis Smith 
addresses Rotary

From left, Northern Neck 
Rotary Club president Gail 
Saylor welcomes Kilmarnock 
Mayor Curtis Smith.
$3 million to improve waste 
water treatment facilities 
to further reduce the small 
heavy metals discharge and 
nitrogen load. Smith said that 
even now the sewer water may 
be better than tap water. 

The town has engaged the 
consulting fi rm Draper & 
Aden to survey the water and 
sewer system and develop a 
master plan to revitalize it, 
he said. Much of the system 
has been in service for more 
than 50 years and likely has 
some failing parts that must 
be replaced.

Unlike some local govern-
ments, the town has budgeted 
in a manner to keep suffi cient 
reserves on hand for emer-
gencies and repairs, he said. 
While some would have the 
town turn the system over to 
a type of regional authority, 
Smith said the current system 
has a value of about $25 mil-
lion and the town could not 
reasonably just give the assets 
away.

Of immediate interest, 
Smith announced that School 
Street and Harris Avenue will 
be repaved in February and 
the long awaited traffi c signal 
at Harris and Irvington roads 
will be installed about the 
same time. 

Smith said the town would 
continue to grow, though 
somewhat slowly for the next 
couple of years. It seems the 
Commonwealth pushes costs 
down to local communities 
more and more each year, 
he said. There have been no 
property tax rate increases 
in almost 15 years; how-
ever, business licenses were 
increased and the meals tax 
was imposed. As the town 
grows, costs will come down 
per capita. Smith cited the 
example of being able to add 
police offi cers and upgrading 
pay to be competitive with 
other law enforcement depart-
ments as a result of the recent 
Wal-Mart addition to the tax 
base. 

The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club meets for breakfast 
Wednesdays at 7:30 at Lee’s 
Restaurant on Main Street in  
Kilmarnock. 

including books, gifts, antiques, 
gadgets, native and exotic 
plants, artwork and more.

The Home Show will fea-
ture many inspiring seminars 
given by expert and entertain-
ing speakers such as Doug 
Wilson, designer on TLC’s 
“Trading Spaces” and host of 
“Moving Up,” Sally Fretwell, 
internationally recognized 
architectural psychologist 
and author of The Power of 
Color and Anthony Bronza, an 
award-winning furniture maker 
and founder of ECO Supply 
Center, a distributor of green 
building materials. The May-
mont Flower and Garden Show 
lectures will cover a range of 
topics from several high-pro-
fi le garden experts such as 
Joe Lamp’l, host of the PBS 
Show GardenSMART and Paul 
Tukey, host of the HGTV show 
“People, Places and Plants.”

The family-friendly event 
also will feature demonstra-
tions, seminars, food and enter-
tainment. One ticket covers 
admission to both shows and 
all event activities. Cost is $10 
for adults, $6 for children ages 
12 to 17 and $8 for seniors on 
Thursday and Friday. 

There is two-for-one admis-
sion after 5 p.m. thanks to NBC 
12. 

For the latest information 
on the show including guest 
speakers, exhibitors and sched-
ules, visit macevents.com, or 
call 800-332-3976. Proceeds 
from the show benefi t the May-
mont Foundation.

�����������
■  Blooming Valentines

Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden at 1800 Lakeside 
Avenue in Richmond will 
host a “Valentine’s Display in 
the Conservatory” February 1 
through 29. The display will 
feature tulips, daffodils and 
hyacinths in full bloom and 
exotic, fragrant orchids.

For admission, hours and 
directions, call 262-9887, or 
visit lewisginter.org.

■  Lecture series
The Westmoreland County 

Museum Winter Lecture Series 
will feature “The Diverse Cul-
tures of the Northern Neck” 
beginning February 10 with Walt 
Heyer and The English settlers.

Lectures continue February 24 
with the A.T. Johnson Museum, 
Marian Ashton, and African 
American history; and March 
9 with Randy Turner and Early 
native Americans. Lectures will 
be presented from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
Stratford Harbor Clubhouse. For 
reservations, call 493-8440.

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com

■ Archeological Society
The Archeological Society 

of Virginia recently established 
a new chapter in the Middle 
Peninsula. Meetings will be 
held at the courthouse on the 
corner of Court and Church 
streets in Mathews from 7 to 
9 p.m. on the fi rst Monday of 
every month starting February 
4.

The club will conduct “digs” 
and other research in the local 
area and elsewhere. This activ-
ity will teach more about the 
history of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. Call Jackie Ware-
ham at 725-1454.

■  Dessert auction
The Lancaster Middle 

School and High School Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA) will hold a dessert 
auction fund-raiser Thursday, 
January 24, from 7 to 8 p.m. in 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Cafeteria.

The event will help raise 
money for the club to send 
kids to FCA camp, purchase 
gear for club members, have 
guest speakers or go on a mis-
sion trip. The public is urged 
to come bid on desserts, 
including sugar free and fat 
free goodies. 
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^ 1/29^

High 4:06 1.3’
Low 10:43 0.2’
High 4:17 1.1’
Low 10:45 0.1’

^ 1/30^

High 4:57 1.3’
Low 11:39 0.2’
High 5:07 1.0’
Low 11:36 0.1’

^ 1/31^

High 5:55 1.2’
Low 12:39 0.3’
High 6:04 1.0’

^ 2/01^

Low 12:32 0.2’
High 6:56 1.2’
Low 1:40 0.3’
High 7:05 1.0’

^ 1/29^

Sunrise 7:12
Moonset 10:34
Sunset 5:26

^ 1/30^

Moonrise 12:59
Sunrise 7:12
Moonset 11:02
Sunset 5:27

^ 1/31^

Moonrise 1:59
Sunrise 7:11
Moonset 11:36
Sunset 5:28

^  2/1^

Moonrise 3:00
Sunrise 7:10
Moonset 12:15
Sunset 5:29

Tue 1/29

�
Wed 1/30

3rd Q. - 12:03�
Thu 1/31

�
Fri 2/1

�

^ 1/25^

High 1:08 1.4’
Low 7:32 -0.2’
High 1:30 1.5’
Low 8:01 -0.2’

^ 1/26^

High 1:52 1.4’
Low 8:18 -0.1’
High 2:11 1.4’
Low 8:40 -0.1’

^ 1/27^

High 2:35 1.4’
Low 9:05 0.0’
High 2:51 1.3’
Low 9:20 0.0’

^ 1/28^

High 3:19 1.4’
Low 9:52 0.1’
High 3:32 1.2’
Low 10:01 0.0’

^ 1/25^

Sunrise 7:15
Moonset 8:59
Sunset 5:21
Moonrise 8:57

^ 1/26^

Sunrise 7:14
Moonset 9:23
Sunset 5:22
Moonrise 9:58

^ 1/27^

Sunrise 7:14
Moonset 9:45
Sunset 5:23
Moonrise 10:58

^ 1/28^

Sunrise 7:13
Moonset 10:09
Sunset 5:24
Moonrise 11:58

��������������� ������� �

Fri 1/25

�
Sat 1/26

�
Sun 1/27

�
Mon 1/28

�
PM times are in boldface type.

Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© BenETech 2008 (misc@benetech.net)
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Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

1686 Waverly Ave. Kilmarnock, VA

Visit us at: www.chesapeakeboatbasin.com
Toll Free 877-482-4287- Local 804-435-3110
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SportsA8

A pancake supper will be held at the Upper Lancaster 
Ruritan Center in Lively Saturday, January 26, from 5  to 7 
p.m. to benefit an Eagle Scout project pursued by Will Bar-
rack of Alfonso. 

Barrack plans to renovate the existing ball field at the 
Ruritan Center. He is a Life Scout and a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 222.

The project will include new dugout roofs and benches, 
bases, mound and outfield fence and re-grading of the field. 
Much of the field’s existing fencing will be utilized and 
sprayed with rust inhibitor paint.

The fields were used primarily by local fast pitch softball, 
little league and church slow pitch teams from the 1960s 
through the 1980s. 

Tickets are $7.50 for adults and $4 for children ages 10 
and younger.

Tickets for the fund-raiser are available at The Sports 
Centre, Lamberth’s Building Supply, American Standard 
Insurance Agency, The Earth Store, Farm and Home Supply, 
Rappahannock Record, R&K Country Store, Booth’s Fur-
niture, J.B.’s Hair Care and through individuals Bill Clark, 
Carroll Lee Ashburn, Robert Gill, Ed Pittman, Carl Oliver, 
Ronnie Forrester, Dwight Forrester, Steve Sorenson, James 
McNeal and Jeffrey Haywood, or call Barrack at 462-5638. 

 

An aerial photograph shows the Upper Lancaster Ruri-
tan Center ball field during a softball game in 1968. 

Barrack seeks community
support for Eagle Project;
benefit supper is Saturday

We are well into our winter 
season at Virginia Beach. We 
will continue to fish the “Liquid 
Assets II” out of Rudee Inlet 
until the end of February.

Striped bass are running 
large and plentiful at this 
time. Sizes are ranging from a 
modest 30 inches up to mon-
ster 50-pound specimens. 
Action has been good thus far 
and is steadily improving. The 
latest cold fronts and snow 
to the north have heightened 
the southern migration. We 
are following the day to day 
migration of several schools 
that are exiting the bay and 
moving down the coast from 
the northern reaches.

Anglers fishing out of 
Lynnhaven and Rudee inlets 
have found these coveted rock-
fish at the mouth of the Ches-
apeake Bay between Cape 
Henry Light and Fisherman’s 
Island on the eastern shore’s 
lower peninsula. When the fish 
are not holding in that area, 
they can be found to the south 
as far as Sandbridge which is 6 
to 8 miles below Rudee Inlet.

Great action is usually real-
ized during the mid-morn-
ing hours when the Northern 
Ganets swarm like bees while 
seeking out a free meal of 

menhaden that the monster 
rockfish are pushing to the sur-
face. When the ganets are cir-
cling and diving into the water, 
it looks like white rain falling 
out of the sky. That’s quite a 
site to see. 

The bird shows are a no-
brainer as they lead you to 
the fish as fast as you can say 
“Fish on!” They seldom last all 
day. The birds are boat shy and 
tend to move away from heavy 
traffic. When the birds depart 
in search of another free meal, 
the boats slowly disperse and 
gradually disappear. The wise 
angler will hold in the original 
area and stay on the fish as the 
other boats move away toward 
the next group of birds.

The ocean is beautiful this 
time of year. Most days offer 
a gentle rolling surface, a 
scent of sea salt in the air and 
a beautiful view of the endless 
horizon. If you would like to 
enjoy some of this winter fish-
ing, give me a call and we will 
share the experience.

Until next time…fair winds.
(Capt. Billy Pipkin owns and 

operates Capt. Billy’s Char-
ters and Ingram Bay Marina. 
captbill@crosslink.net capt-
billyscharters.com  804 580-
7292)

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
John Dille scored five points 

in eight seconds to open up a 
one point Essex lead as the Tro-
jans pulled away from Lancaster 
Friday for a 59-52 Northern Neck 
District varsity win. 

Lancaster’s boys fell to 0-2 in 
the district. Following a week 
off for school holidays, they will 
resume play on the road tomor-
row night (January 25) at Rappa-
hannock. 

After trailing 16-11 at the end 
of the first quarter Friday, Lan-
caster took its first lead of the 
game with 2:25 to go in the half 
on a field goal by Quinton Hen-
derson. The teams traded shots in 
the final seconds and Lancaster 
took a 23-22 lead into the locker 

John Dille of Essex drives by Lancaster defenders Johnmall Jenkins (left) and Jonathan Somers to score a first-half field 
goal. Dille finished with 17 points.

Dille leads Essex over 
0-2 Lancaster, 59-52

From left, Quinton Henderson of Lancaster puts a little too 
much pressure on Essex High’s Ryan Lowe and draws a foul 
during last Friday’s Northern Neck District varsity game.

Kentel Noel of Lancaster hit 
six free throws in the second 
half. 

room. 
Essex went on an 11-2 run to 

open the third and go up 33-25. 
The Trojans outscored the hosts 
16-6 in the period. 

Lancaster chopped away at the 
Trojan lead early in the fourth 
with a 7-0 run that included a trey 
by Henderson, a three-point play 
by Kentel Noel and a stick-back 
by Joseph Betts. Another four 
quick unanswered points cour-
tesy of a shot by Betts and a steal 
and lay-up by Jonathan Somers 
pulled the Devils within one, 44-
43, with 3:38 remaining. 

Dille, who scored 17 points 
on the night, helped Essex regain 
control with a three-pointer, then 
a steal and lay-up on the inbounds 
to increase the lead to 51-45 with 
under two minutes to play. 

Essex hit 6-of-6 free throws in 
the final minute for the win.  

Jeremy Sayles led three double-
digit scorers for Essex with 18 
points. Arthur Grinage had 10. 
Henderson led Lancaster with 15.
Essex................16  6  16  21 — 59
Lancaster..........11  12  6  23 — 52
Essex — Gaines 0, Sayles 18, 
Lowe 8, Gaines 6, Phillips 0, Dille 
17, Grinage 10. Three-point goals: 
Dille 2, Sayles. 
Lancaster — Betts 8, Baker 0, Noel 
8, Henderson 15, Moore 6, Jenkins 
6, Kuykendall 2, Somers 7. Three-
point goals: Henderson 3. 

Colonial Beach 74, 
Lancaster 61

Colonial Beach jumped to an 
early lead and held on for a 74-
61 win over Lancaster Saturday 
night in a non-district game in 
Westmoreland County. 

Dylan Farinet scored 18 points 
and had nine rebounds to lead the 

The varsity Lady Devils 
used a 22-9 second quarter to 
blow open a six-point lead and 
press on to beat Charles City, 
64-45, in a non -district basket-
ball game last Wednesday. 

Andrea White exploded for 
19 points in the first half as 
Lancaster took a 40-21 lead 
over its Tri-Rivers District 
opponent. White led all scor-
ers with 23 points and topped 
three double-digit scorers for 
the Devils. 

Tyesha Harvey and Ashley 
Ransome scored 14 points 
each for Lancaster. Most of 
Harvey’s scoring came in the 
middle two quarters when she 
put up 11 points. Ransome had 
a big first quarter with eight of 
Lancaster’s 18 opening points.

She and White split most of 

the work for LHS in the first 
quarter with White also scor-
ing eight points. 

Jalissa Williams led the Pan-
thers with 19 points. 

Lancaster had a week off 
courtesy of a snow postpone-
ment with Essex last Thursday 
and school holidays earlier this 
week. The Lady Devils will be 
back in action tomorrow night 
(January 25) when they host 
Rappahannock in their second 
Northern Neck District game 
of the season. 
Charles City........12  9  6  18 — 45
Lancaster.........18  22  11 13 — 64
Charles City — Hicks 0, Williams 
19, Brown 4, Wynn 6, S. Adkins 2, 
A. Adkins 2, Coles 6, Braxton 6. 
Three-point goals: Williams. 
Lancaster — Harvey 14, Wiggins 
4, Smith 4, D. Jones 1, Ransome 
14, T. Jones 4, White 23. Three-
point goals: White. 

Lady Devils
whip visiting
Panthers, 64-45

Drifters. 
Farinet scored eight points and 

T.T. Carey six in the first quarter 
as Colonial Beach took a 28-15 
lead. 

Tim Wilson scored 15 points, T. 
T. Carey 14 and Terry Bushrod 10 
in a balanced attack for the Drift-
ers, who got scoring from nine of 
their 12 players. 

Lancaster got scoring from 
all eight players with Henderson 
leading the pack with 17 points. 
He scored 11 in the second half. 
Betts chipped in 10 points and 
Travis Baker nine. 
Lancaster........15  15  10  20 — 61
Col. Beach......28  14  18  14 — 74
Lancaster — Betts 10, Baker 9, 
Noel 7, Henderson 17, Moore 8, 
Jenkins 2, Kuykendall 5, Somers 
3. Three-point goals: Betts, Baker, 
Henderson. 
Colonial Beach — Carey 14, Wilson 
15, Dickerson 2, Peterson 0, Perry 
0, Swope 5, Farinet 18, Bush-
rod 10, Robertson 4, Galloway 4. 
Three-point goals: Swope, Wilson, 
Farinet 2. 

Charles City 49, 
Lancaster 45

Charles City took the lead for 
good in the second quarter last 
Wednesday, edging Lancaster, 
49-45, in a non-district game. 

The Devils had a short-lived 
lead, 10-7, at the end of the first 
quarter, and went into the locker-
room at the half down by just a 
field goal. Charles City scored 
two unanswered points in the 
third and held on to the lead after 
an even 14-14 fourth quarter of 
scoring. 

Henderson scored 14 points 
and Betts 11 to lead the Devils. 
Lancaster........10  10  11  14 — 45
Charles City......7  15  13  14 — 49
Lancaster — Betts 11, Somers 4, 
Henderson 14, Baker 3, Jenkins 
6, Noel 2, Moore 2, Kuykendall 3. 
Three-point goals: Henderson 2, 
Beetts 2. 
Charles City — Williams 14,, 
Boone 7, Hopkins 5, Tabb 2, Stew-
art 3, Wallace 4, Spruill 4, Jones 
10. Three-point goals: Hopkins, 
Stewart.

����������������
by Capt Billy Pipkin

■ Bluefish Derby
Early entry deadline will conclude January 31 for the 25th 

annual Reedville Bluefish Derby June 12 to 14 to benefit Smith 
Point Sea Rescue Inc. The entry fee is $200.  Prize categories 
include bluefish, rockfish and croaker. All activities will be held 
at Buzzard’s Point Marina.

For registration applications, call Jett’s Hardwre at 453-5325.

������������
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Suburban-Hobby | Equestrian | Commercial | Farm & Ranch

Applies to new orders of qualifying Lester buildings only 
and may not be combined with any other offer. Discounts 
apply to material package only.  “Zero Down, Zero Interest, 
No Payments” financing may NOT be combined with listed 
discounts! See lesterbuildings.com or contact your local 
Lester representative for details.

ORDER DELIVER BY Uni-Frame Building
Material Discount

Town & Country Building
Material Discount

1/3/08–2/29/08 3/31/08 -10% -5%

4/30/08 -8% -4%

5/30/08 -6% -3%

Hottest Discounts on Earliest Deliveries!

Learn More and Price Buildings Online at:
LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

Financing Available… Zero Down, Zero Interest 
& No Payments Until January 2009! 

Rick Dwyer
Culpepper, VA

540-727-8818 or 800-826-4439
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by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Five Lancaster wrestlers 

dominated the mats at last 
Saturday’s Madison Duals. 

As a group, the Red Devils 
went 1-4 in the six-team tour-
nament which included a field 
of mostly Group AA and AAA 
schools. 

Both Sam Frere and Robert 
Lally went unbeaten to lead 
Lancaster with Frere going 

5-0 among 135-pounders and 
Lally going 5-0 in the 152 
pound division.

Robert Wineland was 4-1 
in the 103 division, Charles 
Miller went 4-1 at 140 and 
Ibraheem Bullock went 4-1 at 
145. 

The Devils will head to 
Williamsburg this weekend 
for the two-day Ram Rumble 
at Lafayette High School. 

“We’re looking forward to 
this 28-team tournament,” 
said coach Craig Oren. “It’s 
going to be a very difficult 
individual tournament that 
should put our good wrestlers 
to the test.”

On Wednesday, January 30, 
the Devils will face Northern 
Neck District opponents in 
Tappahannock at an Essex tri-
meet.

The National Wrestling Associ-
ation (NWA) will visit Middlesex 
High School February 16. Doors 
will open at 6:30 p.m. Wrestling 
will start at 7:30 p.m.

NWA World Champion ‘Scrap 
Iron’ Adam Pearce will battle 
against NWA Virginia State 
Heavyweight Champion, and 
local favorite ‘Mr. Mid Atlan-
tic’ Damien Wayne in the main 
event, while the bad blood boils 
over between “The Old School 
Empire,” a tag team of Gloucester 
resident Preston Quinn and Salu-
da’s own ‘Big Time’ Mike Booth 
and the widely popular tag team 
of Sean Denny and his brother, 
Markie D., aka “The Geordie 
Bulldogs.”

Alpha Champion ‘The Arch-
angel’ Grail, a lifelong resident 
of King and Queen County, will 
defend is Alpha Championship 
strap against the mighty and mys-
terious Vulstag.

Also appearing will be Chris 
Escobar, Shy, Brandon Day, 
Tiger Blue and other stars of the 
National Wrestling Alliance.

Middlesex High School is at 
454 General Puller Highway 
in Saluda. For tickets, call 804-
240-1774. Tickets are $10 and 
children under age 5 are free. The 
NWA’s roster includes Denny, 
Wayne, Booth, Grail and Quinn. 
The NWA features the innova-
tive concept Alpha Title matches 
where the challenger gets to 
pick a special stipulation for that 
match.

“Last year’s event was even 
Robert Wineland of Lancaster went 4-1 last Saturday at the Madison Duals. (Photo by Dr. 
Rick Wineland) 

LHS wrestlers hold strong facing
larger schools at Madison Duals

Pro wrestling title match 
set at Middlesex High

Seahorse hoops
With wins Friday over St. Anne’s Belfield School (89-59) 
and Saturday over Woodberry Forest (70-56), the Christ-
church School basketball team continues its ascent, remain-
ing undefeated in the Virginia Prep League, and climbing 
to the number 3 spot in the state. Above, Jack Wallin (left) 
advances against St. Anne’s Belfield. Wallin is the son of Jay 
and Wanda Wallin of White Stone.
 
 

better than the first one we did. 
This year, with the addition of a 
World Title match, we expect to 
be even more successful,” said 
Alan Blake. “The Hartfield Vol-
unteer Fire Department still gets 
by mainly on donations and fund 
raisers. The National Wrestling 
Alliance is one of our most prof-
itable fund-raisers that we have 
ever had, by far.”

“Our main function as a pro-
fessional wrestling organization 
is to help raise funds for organi-

zations like Hartfield. In the past, 
we helped raise money for King 
and Queen County Elementary 
School, the American Cancer 
Society, Atkins Volunteer Fire 
Department, and several Com-
munity Centers in Richmond,” 
said promoter and owner Rick 
OBrien. “With tickets priced at 
only $10, where else can you go 
for a night of family friendly pro-
fessional wrestling that is helping 
to support a great community-
based cause?”

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Essex chopped away at Lan-

caster’s lead, but came up a point 
short Friday as the Devils held on 
for a 49-48 Northern Neck Dis-
trict JV win. 

The Devils had taken a 12-
point lead in the first quarter 
and scored point-for-point with 
the visiting Trojans in the third 
before hitting a dry spell in the 
fourth. 

Essex, with nine points from 
Lyn Garner, outscored Lancaster 
18-7 in the fourth quarter. Garner 
led the Trojans with 14 points. 

Lancaster also got 14 from CJ 
Lee. Lee did most of his work in 
the second quarter, with 10 of the 
Devils 17 points. Lancaster out-
scored Essex, 17-7, in the period 
to open up a two-point first-quar-
ter lead. 

Roger Lee and Javin Gibson 
scored 10 points each for Lan-
caster, which improved to 2-0 
among district JV teams. 

The Devils will go to Rap-
pahannock for a district contest 
tomorrow night (Friday, January 
25). 
Essex................11  7  12  18 — 48
Lancaster..........13  17  12  7 — 49
Essex — Johnson 8, Garner 14, 
Thorne 6, Samuel 11, Hammond 
3, Lee 6. 
Lancaster — Shepard 8, Gibson 
10, Howard 4, Morris 2, R. Lee 10, 
CJ Lee 14. Three-point goals: R. 
Lee 2, Shepard. 

Lancaster 42, 
Charles City 22

Lancaster held Charles City 
to four points in each of the first 
three quarters last Wednesday 
for a 42-22 blow-out of the Tri-
Rivers team. 

Gibson and Jahaid Howard 
scored six points each as the 
Devils jumped to a 14-4 first 
quarter lead. 

Lancaster led by 21 points at 
the half. 

All of Charles City’s first-
half scoring came from Wendell 
Jones, who scored two field goals 
each in the first and second peri-
ods. He finished with eight points 
to lead the Panthers. 

Nine Red Devils scored with 
Howard leading the pack with 
nine points. Gibson added seven 
and CJ Shepard chipped in six. 
Lancaster...........14  11  8  9  — 42
Charles City..........4  4  4  10 — 22
Lancaster — Shepard 6, Gibson 7, 
Laws 5, Wise 2, Howard 9, Yerby 2, 
Morris 5, Jones 2, R. Lee 4. Three-
point goals: Morris, Shepard 2. 
Charles City — W. Jones 8, Howard 
6, D. Jones 2, Miles 6. Three-point 
goals: Miles 2. 

From left, Essex’s Andrew Hammond, Lancaster’s CJ Lee, Essex’s James Samuel and Lancast-
er’s Jihad Howard reach for the ball under the LHS basket during a JV game last Friday. 

JV Red Devils edge Trojans, 49-48
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■ Boat show
The Fredericksburg Boat 

Show will be held January 25 
through 27 at the Fredericks-
burg Expo Center at 2371 Carl 
D. Silver Parkway in Freder-
icksburg. Fishing boats, yachts, 
ski boats, pontoon boats, bass 
boats, jet boats and personal 
watercraft will be displayed.

Hours are 1 to 9 p.m. Friday, 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 

■ Fishing Expo
The Richmond Fishing Expo 

will be held January 25 to 27 at 
the Richmond Raceway Com-
plex at 600 Laburnum Avenue in 
Richmond. The expo will feature 
more than 100 vendors represent-
ing fresh and saltwater tackle, 
marine electronics, boats, char-
ters and guides. Seminars will 
address casting techniques; bass 
fishing, other freshwater fishing 
in Virginia; and saltwater fishing 
in the Atlantic, the Chesapeake 
Bay and tributaries.

Hours will be 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday 
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission will be $7 for adults, 
$6 for seniors, $5 for ages 8 to 14 
and free for ages 7 and younger.

■ Richmond Boat Show
The 20th annual Richmond 

Boat Show will be held February 
14 through 17 at the Richmond 
Raceway Complex at 600 Labur-
num Avenue in Richmond. More 
than 40 dealers will participate. 
Boats on display will include run-
abouts, saltwater fishing boats, ski 
boats, pontoon boats, jet boats, 
personal water craft, motor yachts 
and bass boats.

Hours will be noon to 8 
p.m.Thursday and  Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Sunday. Admission will be 
$7 for adults, $2 for ages 6 to 16 
and free for ages 5 and younger.
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Work out just 30 minutes, 3 times a week on our 
strength-training and cardio circuit. You’ll get a 
total body workout with the support of our trainers 
and see real results before the kids go back to school.
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■ Camping RV Expo
The 23rd annual Richmond 

Camping RV Expo will be held 
February 8 through 10 at the Rich-
mond Raceway Complex  at 600 
Laburnum Avenue in Richmond. 
Recreational vehicle dealers bring 
tent campers, travel trailers, hi-
line motorcoaches, park models, 
5th wheels, motorhomes, truck 
campers and vans. There will be 
campground information; and 
RV and camping accessories.

Hours will be noon to 8 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Satur-
day and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission will be $7 for adults, 
$2 for ages 6 to 16 and free for 
ages 5 and younger.

■ Dessert auction
The Lancaster Middle 

School and High School Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA) will hold a dessert 
auction fund-raiser Thursday, 
January 24, from 7 to 8 p.m. in 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Cafeteria.

The event will help raise 
money for the club to send 
kids to FCA camp, purchase 
gear for club members, have 
guest speakers or go on a mis-
sion trip. The public is urged to 
come bid on desserts, including 
sugar free and fat free goodies. 

■ Outdoor show
The Fredericksburg Outdoor 

Show will be held February 8 
through 10 at the Fredericks-
burg Expo Center at  2371 Carl 
D. Silver Parkway in Freder-
icksburg. There will be hunting 
and fishing seminars, hunting 
and fishing outfitters, hunting 
and fishing trips and hunting 
and fishing gear.

Hours are 1 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, and 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 

■ Winter banquet
The Middle Peninsula Chap-

ter of Ducks Unlimited will 
hold its annual winter banquet 
February 21 at the Abington 
Ruritan Club at 8784 Guinea 
Road in Bena. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m., cocktails are at 6 
p.m., hors d’oeuvres through-
out the evening, and an auction 
is at 8 p.m.

Tickets are $50 an individ-
ual, $90 a couple, $300 spon-
sor, $750 corporate table. For 
tickets, call 642-7595, or 693-
7337.

■ Little League
Registration for Northum-

berland County Little League 
will continue January 27, from 
1 to 4 p.m. at the Little League 
Complex.

Boys and girls, ages 5 to 18 
are eligible. First-time players 
are required to provide an orig-
inal or notorized copy of their 
birth certificate.

■ Quarterly meeting
The winter meeting of the 

Delatville CCA has been post-
poned to February 7 at Taylor’s 
Restaurant. RSVP to president 
David Nobles at 804-966-
5654, dlnobles@aol.com, or 
ccava@cox.net.

New pier dedicated
Christchurch School recently dedicated a new 350-foot 
pier on the Rappahannock River. From left, sailing director 
David Livingston, headmaster Jeb Byers and board of gover-
nors member Richard Haskell cut the ribbon on the pier.

Biologist Kevin Goff will 
present “Bald Eagles and 
Osprey of the Lower Chesa-
peake Bay: The Perils of Feed-
ing High on the Food Chain” 
at 7 p.m. February 7 at the 
Warsaw campus of Rappahan-
nock Community College.

Eagles and ospreys are pred-
ators that feed at the top of 
the Rappahannock River food 
chain, according to Goff. This 
makes these fish-eating raptors 
especially vulnerable to toxic 
pollutants and loss of habitat. 
The presentation will describe 
the previous fall and rise of the 
birds before and after the ban-
ning of DDT and  will outline 
the danger that shoreline devel-
opment might hold for eagles.

An empirical study was con-
ducted by the College of Wil-
liam and Mary’s Center for 
Conservation Biology on Rap-
pahannock eagles. The study 
used video cameras mounted 
above eagle nests to monitor the 
types of food that adults were 

feeding the nestlings at various 
locations along the Rappahan-
nock River—something that 
might help wildlife managers to 
identify essential eagle habitats 
and hunting grounds. 

Goff earned a  bachelor’s 
in biology from The College 
of William and Mary in 1987 
and a master’s in fisheries sci-
ence from the Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science in 2002. 
He is a 15-year veteran high 
school science teacher who has 
inspired many area students. 
Goff teaches at the Chesapeake 
Bay Governor’s School. 

The public is invited to 
attend and refreshments will be 
served.

The presentation is sponsored 
by the Rappahannock Wild-
life Refuge Friends, a support 
group for the Rappahannock 
River Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge. To join the Rappahan-
nock Wildlife Refuge Friends, 
call president Ann Graziano at 
333-0434. 

Bird watchers across North 
America are poised to take a 
real-time snapshot of where 
the birds are during the 11th 
annual Great Backyard Bird 
Count February 15 to 18. 

This year’s slogan calls on 
birders to “Count for Fun, 
Count for the Future.” Anyone 
can count birds wherever they 
are and enter their tallies at 
birdcount.org. 

The reports contribute valu-
able information for science 
and conservation, spotlighting 
changes in bird population and 
distribution from year to year. 
The count is led by the Audu-
bon Society and the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology. Participa-
tion is free.  No registration is 
required.

Last year, bird watchers 
submitted a record-break-
ing 80,000 checklists during 
the four-day event reporting 
11 million birds and 613 spe-
cies. Count results over the 

years show how species such 
as Eurasian collared-dove and 
red-bellied woodpecker are 
spreading into new areas. They 
also show declines in some 
species, such as the American 
crow and northern pintails.

Participants don’t have to 
know a lot about birds. They 
can find identification tips at 
birdcount.org. Participants 
watch birds for as little as 15 
minutes on one or more days 
of the event, counting in their 
yards, city parks, nature cen-
ters, or wherever they like. 
They enter the highest number 
of each species seen at one 
time. 

On the website, participants 
can explore maps and charts, 
or participate in photo and 
video contests. 

The bird count is sponsored 
in part by Wild Birds Unlim-
ited. Everyone who participates 
will be entered in a drawing to 
win bird-related prizes.  

Kevin Goff holds a bald eaglet after it was measured as part 
of a study conducted by the Center for Conservation Biol-
ogy at The College of William & Mary. 

Goff to speak on eagles

Annual bird count 
set February 15-18

■ Mid-Atlantic Show
The 55th annual Mid-Atlan-

tic Sports and Boat Show 
started January 19 and will 
continue through 27 at the Vir-
ginia Beach Convention Center 
at 1000 19th Street in Virginia 
Beach. More than 100 dealers 
and exhibitors will display all 
types of boats, boating supplies 
and related products.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturdays, noon to 5 p.m. Sun-
days and 5 to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Admission is 
$8 for adults, $2.50 for ages 6 
to 12 and free for ages 5 and 
younger.

Kelvona Clayton, Cameron 
Kenner and Dakota Galves 
were  named local champions 
of the 2008 Knights of Colum-
bus Free Throw Championship 
held January 20 at the North-
ern Neck YMCA. 

Council 11667 of St. Francis 
De Sales in Kilmarnock spon-
sored the competition open to 
all youngsters ages 10 to 14.

Clayton won the 12-year-old 
girls’ division. Galves was tops 

among the 12-year-old boys. 
Kenner won the 13-year-old 
boys’ division. Each contes-
tant was allowed 15 free throw 
attempts.

They will compete in the 
district competition February 
10 at Botetourt Elementary 
School in Gloucester at 2 p.m. 
The winners of the district 
competition go to the state 
competition in Richmond in 
March.

From left are Kelvona Clayton, Cameron Kenner and Dakota 
Galves.

Free throw champions named

Fifteen members of the High 
Flyers, the Northern Neck Ath-
letic Center Trampoline and 
Tumbling Team, traveled with 
coach Janice Collins to Con-
cord, N.C., to compete in the 
2008 Speedway Cup January 
11 and 12. 

The meet was held at the 
Cabarrus Arena. Some 150 
athletes participated. 

In power tumbling, the team 
took home four gold medals 
and  three bronze. In tram-
poline, they won four gold 

and two silver medals. In the 
double mini competition, they 
won two gold medals, a silver 
and four bronze. 

Team members have begun 
their quest to qualify in April 
and May to compete in the 
USA Junior Olympic National 
Championships in Kansas 
City, Mo. The team practices 
in Warsaw in the old Marks 
Funeral Home on Richmond 
Road. In February, they hope to 
be in their new gym in Heaths-
ville on Ridge Road. 

From left are (front row) Calvin Henderson, Mathew DeLano 
and Dazah Davenport; (next row) Kylee Swedo, Mary Alyce 
Bronner, Justice Derrick, Laura Milstead, Makhalia Talia-
ferro, Miracle Basey and Jahmekah Nickens; (next row) 
Megan Parker, Lindsey DeLano, Shamerah Taylor, Kasey 
Daiger and Skylar Kellum.

High Flyers win medals
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Ladies League
D&L Marine Construction won 

three games against Yeatman’s 
Forklift when JoAnne Paulette 
bowled a 390 set with games of 
122, 124 and 144. Linda Lake rolled 
a 315 set with games of 102 and 
118. Terry Stillman had a 369 set 
with games of 118, 121 and 130. 
Bev Benson rolled a 341 set with 
games of 107, 112 and 122, and 
Theresa Gill had a 104 game. For 
Yeatman’s, Katherine Deihl bowled 
a 310 set with games of 107 and 
112. Pat Harris rolled a 322 set with 
games of 101, 108 and 113 and 
Alma George had a 326 set with 
games of 105 and 126.

TCH Oil won three games 
against the Lancaster Tavern Girls 
(LTG) when Vicki White bowled a 
303 set with a 126 game. Cathy 
Savalina had a 324 set with games 
of 102 and 138. Sandra Evans had a 
326 set with games of 103, 107 and 
116. Greta Walker had a 112 game 
and Marie Piccard had a 114 game. 
For LTG, Pat Lewis  bowled a 360 
set with games of 128 and 144 and 
Joan Deihl had a game of 105.

Callis Seafood won two games 
against R.P. Waller, when Donna 
Thomas bowled a 320 set with 
games of 109 and 131. Gayle 
Conrad rolled a 393 set with games 
of 112, 135 and 146. Mary Savalina 
had games of 100 and 102, and 
Betty Evans rolled a 103 game. For 
R.P. Waller, Ola Nash bowled a 314 
set with games of 101 and 119. Dee 
Atkins rolled a 309 set with a 117 
game and Marsha Nash bowled a 
game of 104.

High team game: D&L, 590; 
Callis, 583; R.P. Waller 576.

High team set: D&L, 1,703; Yeat-
man’s, 1,656; R. P. Waller, 1,643.

High average: Gayle Conrad, 
115; Theresa Davis, 111; JoAnne 
Paulette and Terry Stillman, 110.

These bowling results mark the 
end of the first half of the season 
with the standings as follows:

   
Standings

  W L
TCH Oil 32 19
Callis Seafood 28 23
D&L  26 25
Yeatman’s 25 26
R.P. Waller 22 29
LTG  20 31

Three tables of Howell Move-
ment bridge were in play Janu-
ary 17 at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone.

Winners were first, Ilva 
Doggett and Kay Williams; and 
second, Margaret Livesay and 
Mary Andrews.

Yankee Point Yacht Club 
commodore Anker Madsen 
recently announced sail-maker 
Jerry Latell of Deltaville and 
sailing instructor Don Galla-
gher of White Stone will pres-
ent a seminar February 9 at 
the club house from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

Latell won the 2007 Hospice 
Turkey Shoot Regata. He will 
speak from 9 a.m. to noon on 
“How to trim your sails for 
optimum performance.” 

His presentation will teach 
and reinforce concepts of how 
a sail works and how to trim 
sails in different conditions. 
Noting that his presentation 
will stress basics and cover 
major topics more deeply, 
Latell said he will use model 
boats and illustrations to keep 
the concepts clear.

“I encourage direct audience 
participation. This ensures 
that I can reach beginner 
and advanced sailors,” Latell 
said.

Gallagher will speak from 

1 to 3 p.m. on “The basics of 
boat handling: What you can 
learn from my experience.” 

Since the 2008 regulations 
now require that a man-over-
board drill be performed 
every year to get a valid per-
formance handicap racing 
fleet certificate, Gallagher 
will present tips on meeting 
that requirement. 

Gallagher has been a sail-
ing instructor for nine years 
with the U.S. Sailing Asso-
ciation and the American 
Sailing Association. He has 
been boating and sailing 
since 1972. His presentation 
is primarily for sail boaters, 
but also will benefit power 
boat users. He will cover the 
basics of anchoring, heaving 
to, various ways to reef sails 
and other boating skills.

Both presentations are 
open to the public. The fee 
is $7 and includes coffee and 
donuts in the morning and 
lunch at noon. To register, 
call Gallagher at 435-2084.
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Sail-maker, sailing
instructor to speak

Don Gallagher Jerry Latell
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Crawford 
Moving

&
Storage, Inc.

Kilmarnock
435-6683
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Belle Isle State Park hosted a dinner Janu-
ary 16 at the Bel Air Guest House to thank 
volunteers for their contributions to the 
park; 35 people attended.

Volunteer coordinator Charlene Talcott 
reported that in 2007 over 744 volunteer 
hours were recorded and have a value of 
some $14,000. 

Projects in which volunteers participated 
include the Music By The River concert 
series, the Haunted Evening Halloween 
Trail, Earth Day and clean-up events. Volun-
teers also assisted with programs, tree and 
flower plantings, and a bird count. Talcott 
stressed that these events could not have 

occurred without volunteer support.
The volunteers also received benefits 

earned in 2007 including parking passes, 
polo shirts and other items. Volunteers also 
can receive free camping and cabin stays.

This year the park will begin two new 
programs. Park Education Partners will help 
with interpretive and educational programs. 
A family volunteer program will allow 
families to learn about a park topic together 
and then perform volunteer hours related to 
that topic. 

Those interested in volunteering may call 
Talcott at 462-5030, or visit dcr.virginia.
gov/state_parks and click on “Volunteer.”

From left, volunteers attending the recognition dinner included Andy Ransone, Carol 
Ransone, Jack Larson, Nick Ferriter, Lynn Larson, Carolyn Shrader, Stephen Shrader, 
Jackie Ferriter, Teresa Lambert, Kathy Shrader, Tony Callaghan and Frances Cal-
laghan.

Belle Isle State Park hosts 
volunteer recognition dinner

The Lancaster Democratic Party will meet at 7 p.m., Monday, 
January 28, at the Bank of Lancaster northside branch in Kilmar-
nock. A half-hour before the meeting, beverages and snacks will 
be served.

The speaker will be labor organizer Larry McGlamary. He will 
discuss the effects of politics on labor organizing in the country 
and the various laws passed during Reagan and Bush administra-
tions which have limited labor activities.

Also on the agenda will be plans for the upcoming district 
caucus in April. This caucus will choose delegates for the State 
Democratic convention in June where the delegates attend the 
National Democratic Convention in Denver in August will be 
chosen.

Also on the agenda, get-out-the-vote efforts for Albert Pollard 
campaigning for the House of Delegates District 28 seat up for 
special election February 19 will be discussed.

Anyone interested in participating in local Democratic activi-
ties and who might want an opportunity to talk politics and share 
opinions is invited to attend.

State delegate candidate 
Albert Pollard will attend 
the Northumberland County 
Democratic Committee 
meeting Thursday, January 
24, to emphasize the impor-
tance of the special election 
for District 99 February 19. 
The election comes a week 
after the Virginia presiden-
tial primaries February 12.

The meeting will be held at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library in Heathsville at 7 
p.m., Pollard will discuss his 
campaign to reclaim his seat 
in the House of Delegates. He 
was elected initially in 1999 
and served until he stepped 
down in 2006 to concentrate 
on family and business inter-
ests. Pollard returned to Vir-
ginia politics last year in an 

unsuccessful run for the Vir-
ginia Senate.

Pollard’s message in this 
short campaign is his experi-
ence in the House, especially 
when joining a session that is 
already under way. Observers 
note Pollard is well-known in 
the district, which includes 
the entire Northern Neck, 
and his positions on state 
issues were recently aired in 
the senatorial race.

“With the election on Feb-
ruary 19 less than a month 
away, this meeting is an 
opportunity to be reminded 
of the great job Albert did 
for the Northern Neck as 
our Delegate,” said Margie 
Rankin, vice-chair of the 
Northumberland Democratic 
Committee. “His prior expe-

Last week I had the privilege 
of visiting Iraq and thanking 
our troops for the amazing job 
they are doing in defense of 
our freedom. I saw first hand 
the tremendous progress we 
are making in Iraq and got to 
meet with our troops and com-
manders on the ground to hear 
from them what is really going 
on in that country.

My trip began with a long 
flight from Washington to 
Amman, Jordan. My travel 
companions were two other 
Congressmen, Steven Lynch 
of Massachusetts and Peter 
Welch of Vermont.

Our first meeting of the trip 
was a roundtable with repre-
sentatives from a number of 
Non-governmental Organiza-
tions, also known as NGOs. 
We discussed issues surround-
ing the number of refugees 
coming to Jordan from Iraq. 
I learned quite a bit about 
the difficult process of caring 
and providing for hundreds of 
thousands of refugees.

We also met with leaders 
from the Jordanian Finan-
cial Investigation Unit, which 
tracks illegal money laundering 
to terrorists groups operating 

in the Middle East. We dis-
cussed their role in the War on 
Terror and they explained the 
importance of cutting off fund-
ing to terrorist organizations. I 
was pleased with the progress 
the Jordanian Financial Inves-
tigation Unit is making in their 
quest to end the financing of 
terrorism.

After our meetings in 
Jordan, we headed to Iraq. 
Upon landing in Baghdad, 
my first thought was, wow it’s 
kind of chilly. Despite what 
you would think of the region, 
I was caught off guard by 
the rather cold temperatures. 
In fact it never got above 50 
degrees while I was there.

After unloading our bags 
we were given the opportunity 
to have a working lunch with 
Ambassador Ryan Crocker 
and Gen. David Petraeus, who 
is commanding our forces in 
Iraq. We received a secure 
briefing and then discussed 
the great progress being made 
by U.S. Forces and the Iraqi 
people in combating insurgents 
and al-Qaeda. Gen. Petraeus 
reported that we are experienc-
ing significant progress in the 
reduction of both military and 

civilian casualties. And both he 
and Ambassador Crocker were 
pleased to report that the surge 
is showing significant gains all 
across the country.

They also briefed us on a 
new tactic they have employed 
in which our troops are 
embedding themselves in the 
community and taking on an 
active role in the day-to-day 
rebuilding of individual neigh-
borhoods. This is a vital com-
ponent of overall movement 
towards stability in the coun-
try. Our troops are engaging 
local leaders and working with 
doctors, teachers and activists 
to bring about lasting change 
to the communities they are 
stationed in. I am thrilled at the 
prospects this plan offers and I 
look forward to hearing more 
about future successes we may 
enjoy as a result of this new 
approach towards peace and 
reducing the number of Amer-
ican soldiers in Iraq.

There was much more to my 
trip and I plan to tell you all 
about it next week, including 
some thoughts on my first ever 
telephone town hall meeting, 
which I conducted live from 
the green zone in Baghdad.

by Rep. Robert J. Wittman
Congressional Report

Lee Anne Washington, 
Republican nominee in the 
February 19 special election 
to fill the District 99 vacancy 
in the Virginia House of Del-
egates, says she would back 
pending legislation to regu-
late abortion clinics the same 
way ambulatory surgical cen-
ters are.

“If I already were repre-
senting the Northern Neck in 
Richmond, I would sign on 
as a co-patron of this legis-
lation and I would work hard 
for its passage in the Gen-
eral Assembly,” Washington 
said. “Although I am not a 
proponent of abortion, I am 
a proponent of safe medical 
procedures for all women, 
and abortion is a medical 
procedure.

“When a woman decides 
to end her pregnancy, she 
deserves the same safeguards 
as any other person seeking 
medical attention, and I will 
do everything I can to ensure 
that she has those safeguards, 
including the licensing and 
regulation of abortion clin-
ics as the medical clinics that 
they are,” continued Wash-
ington.

“Clearly, the health of these 
women is at stake. Whether or 

Special election to get special attention
rience representing the 99th  
District gives him the ability 
to join the legislative ses-
sion and have an immediate 
impact on our behalf.”

The meeting is open to all 
concerned voters interested 
in this special eleciton.

Lancaster Democrats  
to meet January 28

Washington backs bill to regulate abortion clinics
not we agree with their deci-
sion to have abortions, we 
nevertheless must make cer-
tain that the clinics in which 
the abortions are performed 
are under the same safety 
standards as all other clinics 
that perform other surgical 
procedures,” she said.

“We can accomplish that 
simply be assuring that 
women seeking to terminate 
their pregnancies are treated 
in abortion clinics that are 
licensed and meet minimal 
public-safety standards. We 

must do at least this much,” 
said Washington.

House Bill 894, sent to 
the house floor last Tuesday 
by a 17-5 vote of the House 
Committee on health, wel-
fare and institutions, would 
require abortion clinics to 
be licensed by the state and 
subject to regulations already 
applicable to ambulatory sur-
gical centers. The commit-
tee vote reflected bipartisan 
support for the bill, which 
is awaiting action by the full 
House of Delegates.
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Regarding recent coverage of 
a public hearing in Northum-
berland County addressing a 
gravel pit permit, the appli-
cant, Ted R. Lewis, this week 
informed the Rappahannock 
Record that two statements 
reported were false.

According to Lewis, the 
Department of Environmen-
tal Quality “has never found 
leaching or cited anyone for 
illegal dumping and I do not 
have other working mines.”

A recent cutline accompany-
ing a photograph of NEEDTO-
BREATH contained the wrong 
hometown for the band. The 
band is from Seneca, S.C.

Corrections

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland County 
Historical Society recently 
started a refurbishing proj-
ect at the county-owned 1844 
jail.

The historical society is 
responsible for the care of the 
historic property, according 
to president Wiatt Garland.

The goal is to present the 
Old Jail as another attrac-
tion in Heathsville’s Historic 
Courthouse Square.

Lead paint around the 
entrance and on the canopy 
overhanging the steel door 
has been removed, explained 
Garland. The old red paint on 
the door had to be removed 
and the door has been primed 
to protect the metal. 

The canopy had to be com-
pletely rebuilt, done with 
the help of the Rangers, a 
volunteer group associated 
with Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern, under the direction 
of Mark Payne. 

“This is only the begin-
ning, but it is a great start,” 
said Garland. 

“Because our unique his-
tory is one of the county’s 
greatest assets, and because 
the Old Jail belongs to the 
people of Northumberland, 
it is appropriate not only to 
save the building but also 
to make it available to the 
public,” he continued. “We 
hope that, when it is fully 
reconditioned, it can serve 
as a center of information 
for our residents and visitors 
with materials and exhibits 
of local historic interest.”

A cash contribution from 
the former Bank of Northum-
berland (now EVB) gave the 
initial impetus to the proj-
ect, followed by a contribu-
tion from the county, said 
Garland. The society is now 
conducting a fund-raising 
campaign for money needed 
to put the building into 

HEATHSVILLE—Recently 
passed legislation requires vet-
erinarians to provide rabies 
inoculation information to local 
treasurers within 45 days of vac-
cination, according to Northum-
berland County Treasurer Ellen 
Booker Kirby, 

Treasurers are required to send 
license applications to those who 
have not obtained licenses for 
their dogs, she said. 

Dog owners are still respon-
sible for obtaining licenses for 
their animals, said Kirby. Dogs 
four months of age and older are 
required to have a license. A cur-
rent rabies inoculation is needed 
to obtain the license. 

In Northumberland County, 
the cost of the license is $8 for 
male and female dogs and $5 
for neutered and spayed dogs. 
Renewal notices for dog licenses 
are sent annually. Notices also 
were sent last week to owners 
whose dogs previously had not 
been licensed, based on informa-
tion provided by veterinarians. 

In Lancaster County, the due 
date for dog tags is January 31. 
They may be purchased at the 
treasurer’s office, or by mail. A 
valid rabies certificate is required, 
or a 2008 tag application with a 

Project to refurbish Old Jail
is under way in Heathsville

From left, EVB vice president Lisa Baughan, Northumberland County Historical Society 
president Wiatt Garland and former Bank of Northumberland president Lewis Ray Reyn-
olds visit the refurbished entrance of the 1844 Northumberland County jail. The Bank of 
Northumberland was the first to contribute to the project, under the direction of the his-
torical society. Part of the reconstructed canopy is visible in the upper left corner.

shape for public use, which 
will involve the complete 
overhaul of the electrical, 
plumbing and air-condition-
ing systems.

Contributions are already 
coming in, he said,

“The people of Northum-
berland understand the value 
of this county treasure, and 
I’m sure they will help us 
raise the additional monies 
needed,” said Garland.

For over three centuries, 
since the county purchased 
four acres of land from John 
Hughlett in 1681, there has 
been a jail in the courthouse 

vicinity. The existing struc-
ture was built in 1844 and 
was in use until 1963; it is 
the second-oldest building 
in the Square.

“The oldest is Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern, 
which has been traced back 
to 1795, but is almost cer-
tainly older,” said Garland.

The Old Jail even predates 
the ante-bellum courthouse; 
it has had new wings added 
over the years and is still in 
use for county offices. 

The society, in addition to 
preserving the jail, is also 
dedicated to preserving local 

history. Its headquarters, the 
Ball Memorial Library and 
Museum in Heathsville, 
attracts family researchers 
and genealogists from all 
over the country who come 
here to consult an extensive 
library, said Garland.

The building also houses 
a museum of local artifacts. 
Dues are nominal and the 
society welcomes into mem-
bership all those interested 
in history.

Visit, or call the society at 
580-8581, Tuesday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

New law affects dog owners
valid rabies date. The license fee 
is $8 for males and females and 
$4 for neutered or spayed dogs.

Del. Bobby Orrock of Caro-
line introduced the legislation 
to improve compliance with the 
dog licensing requirements. Del. 
Orrock said statewide dog license 
compliance only averages 30 
percent, yet rabies immunization 
rates are higher. 


