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KILMARNOCK—With a 
little help from two businesses, 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department recently launched 
its $110,000 campaign to fund 
a new brush truck.

The fire department plans 
to take possession of the new 
truck in May, said fund-raising 
chairman Lt. Ryan Gordon. 

“The Bank of Lancaster and 
Creative Designs of Virginia 
came forward with generous 

donations to kick off the cam-
paign,” said Gordon.

Creative Designs of Virginia 
also crafted the sign placed 
in front of the firehouse to 
remind the community of the 
campaign’s progress, he said.

The department selected a 
new Ford 550 chassis with a 
custom body built by Pierce. 
The new truck will have a 400-
gallon capacity, said Gordon.

It will replace a 1969 

Dodge with a 225-gallon tank 
that the department recently 
sold online to an individual in 
Canada, he said.

To avoid taking a loan on 
the new truck, the department 
must raise all of the funds by 
May, said Gordon.

Some fund-raising proj-
ects will be planned, he said. 
Meanwhile, businesses, indi-
viduals, civic organizations 
and churches are urged to join 

in the effort to fund the truck.
To make a donation, contact 

Gordon at 436-6640, or send 
checks payable to the Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment to KVFD, P.O. Box 1295, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482.

Because the fire department 
service area extends a good 
distance into Northumberland 
County, it is hoped that folks 
there get involved as well, said 
Gordon.

KVFD launches campaign
to purchase new brush truck

From left are Ryan Gordon, Sandra Matthews and Shan-
non Matthews of Creative Designs of Virginia.

From left are Richard Abbott, Ryan Gordon and Doug Jen-
kins. Abbott and Jenkins represent the Bank of Lancaster.

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster Community 
Library’s annual lottery awarded $17,750 in 
prize money January 5.

The lottery, which raised a total of $60,000, 
helps fund a portion of the library’s operating 
budget for the year, according to children’s 
librarian Glo Engle. All 600 tickets were sold.

The $10,000 grand prize was won by ticket 
number 191. The ticket was shared by four 
friends, Jane Stouffer Williams, Margaret 
Radcliffe, Carol Hall and Peggy Morris, 
neighbors at Lee Dale Shores near Wicomico 
Church.

Five third prizes totaling $250 each, 
three second prizes of $500 each and two 
first prizes totaling $2,500 each also were 
awarded.

Williams said her son is engaged to be 
married to a lovely Australian girl and he 
needs financial help to both move there and 
then support himself while he looks for a job. 
This money will be a big help to him.

Radcliffe has taken a portion of her win-
nings and given it to a friend and fellow 
church member who is on his way to Uganda 
and Sudan to do Christian mission work.

Hall said she will use part of the money to 
update her television. “I’m not sure how the 
rest will be used just yet,” she said.

Other lottery winners are Teri Groh, Sandy 
Pike, Marian Thompson, Sharon Scott, Fran-
ces Carter, Suzanne Layton, James Livesay, 
Agnes Smith, Sandra Ackerly, Kathryn 
Inskeep, Katherine Williams, Peggy Nichols, 
Kiwanis Kids Foundation, Barbara Brown, 
Micqui Whiddon, Greg Powell, Jean Light, 
Linda Whittaker, Mary Largent and Susan 
Dameron.

According to library board members and 
lottery committee co-chairs Pattie Hope and 
Jack Blaine, some $42,350 will go towards 
the library’s operating budget.

Residents of Lancaster are fortunate to 
have this extraordinary facility that responds 
to the community’s needs in so many ways, 
they said. Besides having a first class col-
lection of printed material, the library offers 
real time online homework help for students, 
wireless internet for laptop and computers 
for those who need them, Story Time for pre-
schoolers, a Storymobile, and other activities 
that are too numerous to mention.

“Big, big thanks to all of you in all sectors 
of our wonderful community who supported 
the lottery and helped keep this facility work-
ing for us,” said Hope.

“We could not have done it without you,” 
added Blaine.

From left are Margaret Radcliffe, Carol Hall, Jane Stouffer Williams and Peggy Morris. 
They will split the $10,000 grand prize four ways.

Neighbors win Lancaster
library lottery grand prize 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning commission 
will hold an organizational session tonight (January 17). The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the courts building at 39 Judicial 
Place.

At the top of the agenda will be the election of a chairman and 
vice chairman followed by adoption of bylaws and meeting dates. 
A draft of the year-end report also will be reviewed before being 
sent to the board of supervisors, according to assistant county 
administrator Luttrell Tadlock.

LANCASTER—The planning commission for Lancaster 
County will hold a public hearing at 7 p.m. tonight (January 17) 
in the Lancaster General District courtroom.

According to planning director Don Gill, John B. Lowry is 
requesting a change of zoning district classification from gen-
eral agricultural (A-2) to commercial (C-1) for his property on 
Jessie Ball DuPont Highway near its intersection with Good 
Luck Road.

Gill said Lowry wants to sell Cap’n John’s Antiques at the site 
to a buyer who eventually plans to operate a sports bar there.

by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Organi-

zations interested in asking the 
town for financial support and 
residents who want to give coun-
cil a few pointers on how their tax 
dollars should be spent have that 
opportunity in the next couple of 
weeks.

As the 2008-09 budget plan-
ning season begins, the town asks 
organizations to submit requests 
in writing to town hall by Janu-
ary 22 for review at the January 
28 council meeting, said acting 
town manager Lara Burleson. 

In the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, citizens will 
have three minutes to offer their 
opinions on the budget com-

mencing July 1.
Last week, the planning com-

mission appointed a sub-com-
mittee to work on a capital 
improvement plan. Chairman 
Raymond Booth will serve on 
the committee with commission 
members Steve Bonner and Wil-
liam Smith as well as council’s 
representative on the commis-
sion, Les Spivey.

The sub-committee will meet 
February 12 at 6 p.m., prior to 
the regular planning commission 
meeting at 7 p.m.

In other business, commission 
members got into a lengthy dis-
cussion over the vacant seat on 
council after Carmen Kilduff’s 
unexpected resignation. Bonner 

expressed concern that another 
appointment on council would 
result in three appointed council-
man, or half of council. Council-
men Spivey and Paul Jones were 
appointed about 18 months ago. 
Their terms will end in June.

“I would like to see the mayor 
consider holding a special elec-
tion since council is supposed to 
be made up of elected officials,” 
Bonner said.

Rather than see another 
appointment, Booth said he 
“would be willing to pay for the 
special election.”

Bonner also suggested that 
if the mayor planned to make 
an appointment to council, he 
would like commission mem-

bers to be considered and named 
Jane Ludwig as an interested 
candidate. Ludwig confirmed 
her interest.

Town attorney Chris Stamm 
ended the discussion by saying 
it was a matter for council 
and not the planning commis-
sion. Anyone can apply for the 
appointment, he said.

 Burleson said a a permit has 
been issued to Dollar Tree to 
locate in the Kilmarnock Shops 
near Wal-Mart. Also,  Jackson 
Hewitt plans to open an office 
there, she said.

A hearing will be held at the 
February commission meeting 
on a payday lender’s application 
to locate there, added Burleson.

by Audrey Thomasson
HEALTHSVILLE—In a reor-

ganizational session last week, 
Northumberland supervisors re-
elected Ronald L. Jett as chair-
man and Richard Haynie as vice 
chairman. 

Supervisors also approved 
a number of appointments to 
board positions including Sher-
iff Charles Wilkins to Commu-
nity Criminal Justice; supervisor 
Thomas Tomlin to Social Ser-
vices; and Haynie along with Wil-
liam Kling to the Northern Neck 
Planning District Commission. 

Reappointments included 
assistant county administrator 
Luttrell Tadlock to the Tidewa-
ter Resource Conservation and 
Development Council; supervisor 
Joe Self to Disabilities Services as 
well as the Northern Neck Chesa-
peake Bay Partnership, and Jett to 
the Northern Neck Regional Jail 
Board. Tomlin was named legis-
lative liaison.

In other business, separate 
permit requests to hold dances 
at the Northumberland County 
Masonic Lodge 220 were made 
by Wayne Hooper for February 
16 and William Carter for Moth-
ers and Fathers’ Day dances in 
May and June, respectively. In the 
discussion, supervisors brought 
up recent dances in Callao and 
Lancaster which resulted in dis-
turbances requiring the assistance 
of police. 

“I’m not going to support any 
dance permit until we hear from 
the Commonwealth’s attorney,” 
Self said. 

Supervisor James M. Long 
defended the local groups call-
ing attendees to their events 
“solid people…They shouldn’t 
be penalized for what happened 
in other places,” Long said. “We 
should be able to move on this as 
soon as possible.” 

However, at Jett’s sugges-
tion, the board decided to delay 
a decision until the next meeting 
because Hooper failed to show up 
to support his request. Carter said 
the delay would not adversely 
affect his requests.

Larceny charges
against contractor
advance through
Lancaster courts

by Joan McBride
LANCASTER—Allen Brock-

lebank, 41, of Kilmarnock pled 
guilty last week to two misde-
meanors in Lancaster County 
General District Court and 
waived a preliminary hearing on 
31 felony larceny counts.

Brocklebank, a remodel-
ing contractor, and his attorney, 
James Breeden, acknowledged 
to Judge Gordon Wilkins at the 
January 9 hearing that there was 
enough evidence against him in 
the felony cases to be sent to the 
grand jury.

Charges relate to cases involv-
ing the theft from construction 
sites of construction tools and 
equipment valued at more than 
$100,000. Some of the cases go 
back seven years, according to 
sheriff Ronnie Crockett.

A grand jury will consider the 
felony charges January 25 at 9 
a.m. A related trial in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court will begin 
at 2 p.m. January 25, according 
to Commonwealth’s Attorney C. 
Jeffers Schmidt Jr.

Schmidt said he and Crock-
ett will confer on a sentencing 
recommendation to the Circuit 
Court.

In the misdemeanor counts, 
Brocklebank was found guilty of 
stealing, or of buying or receiv-
ing stolen goods valued at less 
than $200. 

In each case, Judge Wilkins 
sentenced the defendant to a 
12-month jail sentence, then 
suspended the jail time with the 
stipulation that Brocklebank 
would enter and complete three 
years of probation as dictated by 
the Circuit Court of Lancaster 
County in the pending felony 
matters. 

In addition, Judge Wilkins 
directed Brocklebank to make 
restitution to the Lancaster sher-
iff’s office for storage fees related 
to the recovered items; to cooper-
ate with the sheriff in identifying 
the owners and make restitution 
for their losses; and to give full 
and truthful testimony at the 
upcoming grand jury hearing and 
Circuit Court trial.

by Joan McBride
LANCASTER—Last week 

in the Lancaster County Gen-
eral District Court, Judge 
Gordon Wilkins dismissed a 
felony charge of construction 
fraud against local remodeling 
contractor Carleton Davis, 41.

Commonwealth’s Attorney C. 
Jeffers Schmidt Jr. had argued 
that when Davis accepted 
almost $20,000 on a contract 
to remodel Sandra Smyre’s 
Gaskins Road home more than 
two years ago, Davis received 
the money “with the intent to 
defraud” Smyre.

Letters sent by Smyre and 
her attorney to Davis giving 
deadlines to complete the work 

or return the money were of no 
avail. 

Smyre testified in the Janu-
ary 9 hearing that Davis had 
not completed the work, nor 
returned any of the money, nor 
returned her house key. 

She told Wilkins she had had 
to hire someone else to get the 
work done, and “pay all over 
again.”

Davis’s attorney, Michael 
Morchower, presented a differ-
ent view to the court.

“It is a matter of dispute 
between the parties and should 
be heard in civil court,” Mor-
chower said.

“It’s a contract dispute. It hap-
pens every day,” he added.

Construction fraud charge dismissed

Jett and
Haynie 
keep seats

Northumberland
planning commission  
to reorganize tonight

Lancaster planners
to hear rezoning case

Kilmarnock’s budget planning season begins
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Cash Prize of

This Friday, Jan. 18, 2007

�����
Guaranteed!

�����
Ruritan Recreation Center • Rt. 201, in Lively

Doors open at 5:45 pm and games start at 7 pm
To benefit the Upper Lancaster Vol. Fire Department
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SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

SUN, JAN. 20

SAT, JAN. 19FRI, JAN. 18
FIRST SUNDAY (PG13)
1:00, 3:05, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45
MAD MONEY (PG13)
1:05, 3:15, 5:25, 7:35, 9:50
CLOVERFIELD (PG13)
1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20, 9:25
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
1:10, 3:10, 5:10, 7:10
NATIONAL TREASURE (PG)
2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 9:50
IN THE NAME OF KING (PG13)
9:20

JAN. 21

FIRST SUNDAY (PG13)
5:15, 7:30, 9:45
MAD MONEY (PG13)
5:25, 7:35, 9:50
CLOVERFIELD (PG13)
5:20, 7:20, 9:25
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
5:10, 7:10
NATIONAL TREASURE (PG)
5:00, 7:30, 9:50
IN THE NAME OF KING (PG13)
9:20

FIRST SUNDAY (PG13)
1:00, 3:05, 5:15, 7:30
MAD MONEY (PG13)
1:05, 3:15, 5:25, 7:35
CLOVERFIELD (PG13)
1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
1:10, 3:10, 5:10
NATIONAL TREASURE (PG)
2:30, 5:00, 7:30
IN THE NAME OF KING (PG13)
7:10

FIRST SUNDAY (PG13)
1:00, 3:05, 5:15, 7:30
MAD MONEY (PG13)
1:05, 3:15, 5:25, 7:35
CLOVERFIELD (PG13)
1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
1:10, 3:10, 5:10
NATIONAL TREASURE (PG)
2:30, 5:00, 7:30
IN THE NAME OF KING (PG13)
7:10

JAN. 22 - THURS. JAN 24
FIRST SUNDAY (PG13)
7:15
MAD MONEY (PG13)
7:05
CLOVERFIELD (PG13)
7:20

ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
7:25
NATIONAL TREASURE (PG)
7:00

Chesapeake Academy eighth-grade students and their 
families will host a spaghetti supper fund-raiser Friday, 
January 18, on the Irvington campus. 

Proceeds from the event will help offset the costs of the 
students’ upcoming six-night field trip to the Florida Ever-
glades and Seacamp, a marine science camp on Big Pine 
Key. Tickets are $8 for adults and $4 for children.

The menu will include delicious and nutritious home-
made spaghetti, French bread and tossed salad. 

The spaghetti dinner will be served by student waiters 
in Academy Hall from 5 to 7 p.m. Take-out service is also 
available starting at 3:30 p.m. 

Tickets will be available in advance or at the door the 
afternoon and evening of the fund-raising supper. 

From left (front row) Sarah Walker, Zack Kahler and 
Caitlin Gagnon; (next row) Alex Andersen, Will Perkins 
and Lexi Hayden, prepare the kitchen in Academy Hall 
for a spaghetti supper fund-raiser Friday at 5 p.m. 

Students to serve spaghetti

January
17 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Photo Group meets 
at 2 p.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art of 
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet 
at 2 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Community College in 
Warsaw.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone. 
Men, women and newcomers 
are invited. No reservations are 
needed. 462-7605.
The Planning Commission 
for Lancaster County will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the courthouse in 
Lancaster.
The Planning Commission 
for Northumberland County 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
courthouse in Heathsville.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377. 
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110.
The Virginia Native Plant 
Society will meet at noon at 
Wicomico Parish Church Hall 
in Wicomico Church. Susan 
Tipton will discuss underused 
native shoreline plants. Bring 
a brown bag lunch. Visitors 
welcome.
The Northern Neck/Middle 
Peninsula Chapter of the 
Virginia Aeronautical Historical 
Society will meet at noon at 
the Pilot House Restaurant in 
Topping. Visitors welcome

.18 Friday
Lee-Jackson 
Day                                
Bingo will be played at the 
Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Center in Lively at 5:45 p.m.
A Spaghetti Dinner will be 
served from 5 to 7 p.m. by 
the Chesapeake Academy 
eighth-graders on the Irvington 
campus. $8 adults/ $4 
children. Spaghetti, French 
bread and tossed salad. 

19 Saturday
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377.
A Roast Beef Dinner will be 
served at Fairfields United 
Methodist Church in Burgess 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Roast beef, 
mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
salad, rolls, beverage and 
dessert.  $10 for adults/$6 
children. 453-2631. 
The Northern Neck Computer 
Users Group will meet  at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury near Irvington at 
9:30 a.m., A Beginners SIG will 
meet at 11 a.m.

 20 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
holds its lunch brunch at The 
Lancaster Tavern in Lancaster 
immediately following church 
services.
“Sailing into the Unknown: 
the Quest for the Giant 
Squid” will be explored by Dr. 
Clyde Roper when he speaks 
at the Lancaster Community 

 20 Sunday
Library’s Sundays at Two 
event.

21 Monday
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
The Historical Society for 
Lancaster County will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the G.C. Dawson 
administrative office in 
Kilmarnock. 435-6232.
The Northumberland 
Homemakers will meet at 
11 a.m. at St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church in 
Heathsville. 580-8613.
The National Alliance for 
Mental Illness-Tidewater 
Chapter meets at 7 p.m. at 
Urbanna Baptist Church. 435-
3463.
The Rappahannock Music 
Study Club will meet at Sharon 
Baptist Church in Weems at 11 
a.m. The Sharon Baptist Men’s 
Chorus will present a program 
to commemorate the birthday 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., along with a reading 
by multiple voices.

22 Tuesday
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 
Weems. 462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.
A Bridge Discussion Group 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of Lancaster’s 
clubhouse in Lancaster. $5. 
462-0742.
Duplicate Bridge will 
be played at 1 p.m. at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. 435-3441.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. at 
VMRC Headquarters at 
26000 Washington Avenue in 
Newport News. Habitat issues 
are addressed during the 
morning session and fisheries 
items will be heard at noon.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377. 

23Wednesday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meet at 2:30 p.m. at 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock. 438-
5127.
The RFM Quilters meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The Lancaster Lions Club will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at Rose’s 
Crab House in Kilmarnock

.24 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art of 
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
An Organizational Meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m. by the 
Lancaster High School PTSO 
in the school library. 
A Dessert Auction will be 
held from 7 to 8 p.m. by The 
Lancaster Middle School and 
High School Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA) in 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Cafeteria in Kilmarnock.
An Alzheimer’s Support 
Group will meet at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury at 10:30 a.m. 695-
9382.

.24 Thursday
A Cancer Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
General Hospital at 3 p.m. 
435-8593.
The Board of Supervisors for 
Lancaster County will meet  at 
7 p.m.
Mahjong will be played at 
10:30 a.m. at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone. Drinks 
and dessert provided. Tables 
of three or more. $2 per 
person. 438-4152.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. 580-
3377. 
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110. 
(Submit calendar items to  
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

“Before the Bridge – An 
Oral History” will be pre-
sented January 27 from 2 to 4 
p.m. at the White Stone Event 
Center in White Stone.

Sponsored by the Rappa-
hannock Record and White 
Stone Event Center, the pro-
gram will feature moderator 
Thea Marshall and panelists 
Ammon Dunton Jr., Norton 
Hurd, Tayloe Murphy Jr., 
Audrey Smith Edmonds and 
Ruby Lee Norris.  

The program will focus on 
life in the Northern Neck and 
the Middle Peninsula before 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge was finished 
in 1957. The images of those 
who lived in the Northern 
Neck and how they traveled 
and lived will be highlighted 
with stories and memories of 
the panel members. 

The oral history program is 
part of the year-long celebra-
tion of the 50th anniversary 
of the Robert O. Norris, Jr. 
Memorial Bridge. A commit-
tee of citizens representing 
the Northern Neck and the 
Middle Peninsula has been 
meeting monthly preparing 
events such as the oral history 
program, television inter-
views, school projects, art 
exhibits and a juried art show 
to celebrate this momentous 
occasion.

For further information on 
the oral history program or to 
participate on the panel, con-
tact the Northern Neck Tour-
ism Council at 333-1919.

Program to 
explore life 
before the 
Norris Bridge 

You will
LOVE
the deals in the
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VIEWPOINTS 2008
Viewpoints is an eclectic seminar series sponsored by Rappahannock Westmin-

ster-Canterbury for our residents and the greater community. 
We welcome you to one or all of the events and invite you to be 

our guest for refreshments following the presentations.

David Baldacci 
#1 New York Times Best Selling Author 
Monday, February 4, 2008, at 11 a.m.

William R. Reckert 
Photographer of Record, U.S. Geological Survey

Bering Glacier Research Project
Monday, March 3, 2008, at 11 a.m.

John Paul C. Hanbury, FAIA 
Architect and Historic Preservation Activist 

Monday, April 7, 2008, at 11 a.m.

 Bonnie Rumsey 
Traveler on the Road Less Taken 
Monday, May 5, 2008, at 11 a.m. 

All Viewpoints presentations are followed by complimentary luncheon 
receptions. Reservations are required due to space limitations. 

Reservations will be taken one event at a time, and a waiting list will be honored. 
Call (804)438-4000.
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Town Bistro
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Concerts at Ferguson Center
Christopher Newport University

Newport News

Saturday, May 10
Shop & Show

“Evita”
Hit musical based

on the life
of Evita Peron
��������

Sunday, March 16
America’s Hits on Parade

Jimmy Dorsey 
Orchestra

and
The Pied Pipers
��������

����������

■ Music club
The Rappahannock Music 

Study Club (RMSC) will meet 
at Sharon Baptist Church in 
Weems Monday, January 21, 
at 11 a.m. The meeting will 
be hosted by Deacon  Tiggle 
and minister Barbara Tiggle. 
The RMSC is a member of the 
National and Virginia Federa-
tion of Music Clubs.

The Sharon Baptist Men’s 
Chorus, under the direction of 
Deacon Tiggle, will present a 
program to commemorate the 
birthday of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., along with a 
reading by multiple voices. 
Sharon Baptist is at 1413 Lum-
berlost Road, Weems. The 
public is invited to attend.

■ Habitat boogie
Habitat for Humanity, serv-

ing Middlesex County, will hold 
a winter dinner and dance from 
6 to 10 p.m. January 26 at the 
Beacon in Topping. The menu 
includes a salad, tea, coffee, 
soft drinks, assorted desserts 
and a choice of spaghetti with 
meatballs and sauce, or baked 
chicken, scalloped potatoes 
and green beans.

Music will be by D.J. Wayne 
Jessie. Tickets are $15 per 
person or $25 per couple, and 
$8 for children under age 12. 
There will be a silent auction 
and door prizes. To purchase 
admission tickets, call James 
Ritter at 776-6226, or Millie 
Hampton at 758-2215. Tick-
ets also will be available at the 
door.

■ Computer users
The Northern Neck Computer 

Users Group will meet January 
19 at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury near Irvington.

At 9:30 a.m., Francis Shepard 
from the Appleseeds Club will 
explain what Apple’s Macs can 
do. At 11 a.m., the Beginners 
SIG will meet with BJ  McMil-
lan starting a new computer 
basics series. ■ Serving spaghetti

The men of Kilmarnock 
United Methodist Church on 
East Church Street will serve 
their 34th annual spaghetti 
supper January 31 from 5 to 8 
p.m. Tickets may be obtained 
from the Methodist men, or 
at the door. Tickets are $8 
for adults and $3.50 for chil-
dren ages 13 and under.�   The 
menu will include spaghetti 
with meat sauce, salad, Italian 
bread and a choice of bever-
ages. Desserts will be avail-
able at a dollar each. Carry-out 
available.

■ Gloucester genealogy
The Gloucester Genealogi-

cal Society of Virginia will 
meet January 28 at 10 a.m. at 
the Gloucester Public Library 
at 6920 Main Street. Historian 
Roane Hunt will describe how 
the county’s personal property 
tax records helped locate his 
Worrell ancestors in Glouces-
ter. 

He also will report on the 
status of a project to digitize 
the earliest records of Glouces-
ter, led by Bill Lawrence and 
sponsored by the Gloucester 
Genealogical Society and the 
Gloucester County Historical 
Committee.  A brief business 
meeting will precede the pre-
sentation. Refreshments will 
be served at the conclusion of 
the meeting.

■ Generals
“Lee and Grant,” will continue 

at the Virginia Historical Society 
at 428 North Boulevard in Rich-
mond through March 31.

The exhibit explores the boy-
hoods of Gen. Robert E. Lee 
and Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, 
their West Point careers, their 
early assignments, their service 
in the Mexican War and on the 
nation’s frontiers, their Civil War 
campaigns and their postwar 
contributions to national rec-
onciliation. For directions, fees 
and hours, call 358-4901, or visit 
vahistorical.org. 

■ Dessert auction
The Lancaster Middle School 

and High School Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA) will 
hold a dessert auction fund-
raiser Thursday, January 24, 
from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Lancaster 
Middle School Cafeteria.

The event will help raise 
money for the club to send kids 
to FCA camp, purchase gear 
for club members, have guest 
speakers or go on a mission trip. 
The public is urged to come bid 
on desserts, including sugar free 
and fat free goodies.

■ Blooming Valentines
Lewis Ginter Botanical 

Garden at 1800 Lakeside 
Avenue in Richmond will 
host a “Valentine’s Display in 
the Conservatory” February 1 
through 29. The display will 
feature tulips, daffodils and 
hyacinths in full bloom and 
exotic, fragrant orchids.

For admission, hours and 
directions, call 262-9887, or 
visit lewisginter.org.

■ Black History Month
Maymont House Museum 

in Richmond will honor Black 
History Month with exhibits and 
special programs February 2, 9, 
16 and 23 at 2 p.m. Admission 
is $5 for members and $7 for 
others. Registration is required. 
For registration and directions, 
call 358-7166, ext. 329.

■ Alzheimer's classes
The Alzheimer’s Association 

recently announced the “lunch 
and learn” program scheduled 
for January. A light lunch will 
be provided at no charge. Reg-
istration is required five days in 
advance. To register, call 695-
9382.

A program will be held Janu-
ary 30 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock West-
minster-Canterbury at 132 Lan-
caster Drive near Irvington.

■ African American history
“Sites and Stories: African 

American History in Virginia,”  
will open February 2 at the Vir-
ginia Historical Society at 428 
North Boulevard in Richmond. 
The exhibit uses photographs 
and objects to highlight more 
than 20 stories across the Com-
monwealth.

The stories are related to Afri-
can American historical sites 
listed in the Virginia Depart-
ment of Historic Resources’ 
Guidebook to Virginia’s His-
torical Markers (2007). The 
exhibit urges visitors to travel 
to the sites. For directions, fees 
and hours, call 358-4901, or 
visit vahistorical.org. 

�����������

The Genealogical Society of 
the Northern Neck of Virginia 
will hold its annual meeting Janu-
ary 19 in Courtney Hall at St. 
Mary’s White Chapel Episcopal 
Church near Lively at 10 a.m.

A coffee hour will precede the 
meeting. All members are urged 
to attend. Anyone interested in 
genealogical pursuits will also be 
welcomed.

Following the business meet-
ing, Thomas A. Wolf, researcher, 
transcriber and genealogist 
will make a presentation on his 
research dealing with the Down-
ing Family and related families of 
Northumberland County.

Wolf is a resident of Wash-
ington, D.C., and Cherry Point 
in Northumberland. In recent 
months, he has carefully restored 
the Wright Cottage, once a part of 
the Harding estate—Wheatland 
Farm.

His interest in the Downing 
family stems from work earlier 
done on that family by his grand-
father Downing. Wolf’s work 
can be found in three oversized 
volumes and consists largely of 
copies of original documents 
relative to the first generations of 
that family.

“Much of what Mr. Wolf will 
bring to the group has never been 
presented. This program promises 
to be one of outstanding historical 
and genealogical interest,” said 
president Robert N. McKenney. 
“The Genealogical Society of the 
Northern Neck of Virginia is for-
tunate to be able to enjoy the his-
torical and genealogical expertise 
of this outstanding genealogist.”

For those not familiar with St. 
Mary’s White Chapel Episcopal 
Church, at the blinking light on 
Route 3 in Lively, turn left on 
Route 201 if coming from lower 
Lancaster County (right if coming 
from upper Lancaster 

County or beyond).
Follow White Chapel Road 

to its terminus about three miles 
from the blinking light. The 
church, cemetery and Courtney 
Hall will be to the right of the 
intersection.

Genealogical 
Society to meet

The Westmoreland Play-
ers celebrated the New Year 
by beginning rehearsals of 
“Twelve Angry Jurors.”

The play is the all-gender 
adaptation of Reginald Rose’s 
classic American courtroom 
suspense drama, “Twelve 
Angry Men”

This intense drama includes 
a cast of familiar faces along 
with some newcomers. 
Cast members are Joanne 
Cox, Bruce Lawyer, Robert 
Crown, Laura Dawson, Tess 
Dumais, Ellen Lowery, Joma-
rie Scerbo, Mickey Robert-
son, Julia Tilley, Bob Wilson, 

Dick Draper, Alan Campbell 
and Bob Kane.

Keeping with a policy of 
incorporating young people 
in productions, Mickey Rob-
ertson’s daughter, Erin Rob-
ertson is stage manager and 
Victoria Dawson is assistant 
stage manager.

The play is directed by 
Brian Tilbury and produced 
by Bev Mangan.

The play will open March 
1 for a three-week run at the 
Westmoreland Players Theater 
on Route 360 in Callao. Ticket 
orders will be available about 
February 1.

From left are Robert Crown, Ellen Lowery, Bob Wilson 
and Mickey Robertson.

Players begin rehearsals
for ‘Twelve Angry Jurors’

■ Here’s the beef
Fairfields United Methodist 

Church in Burgess will serve 
a roast beef dinner January 19 
from 5 to 7 p.m. The menu is 
roast beef, mashed potatoes, 
vegetable, salad, rolls, bever-
age and dessert. The fee is $10 
for adults and $6 for children 
under age 12. Takeouts are 
available by calling 453-2631. 

THE RECORDONLINEwww.rrecord.com
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by Robert Mason Jr.
They say the palate 

changes as we get older. 
Dietary needs change, tastes 
change, whatever. 

Breakfast is my favorite 
meal of the day.

Nutritionists chat it up all 
the time.

I recall my grandfather 
telling me to eat a good 
breakfast because you never 
know if you’ll get another 
meal before sundown.

I could eat breakfast any-
time of day or night. I could 
eat nothing but breakfast 
foods all day long and my 
palate would be satisfied.

Here are my top 10 favorite 
breakfast foods, alone or 
paired in any combination:

10. Cheerios. Nothing 
beats a bowl of the classic 
General Mills whole grain 
oat cereal with ice-cold 
no-fat milk. They’ve been 
around for decades. They’re 
low in fat and naturally 
cholesterol-free. They are an 
excellent source of folic acid 
and a good source of fiber. 
Cheerios is the only leading 
ready-to-eat cereal clinically 
proven to lower blood cho-
lesterol levels when eaten as 
part of a diet low in saturated 
fat and cholesterol.

9. Garden salad. A fresh, 
crisp garden salad is a 
refreshing start to any day. 
A bowl of mixed greens, 
carrots, celery, radishes, 
tomatoes, cucumbers, green 
olives, dill pickles and 
banana peppers, topped with 
any low fat, low salt, low 
carb dressing is easy to wake 
up to.

8. Steak. A three-inch 
long, by two-inch wide, by 
two-inch thick filet mignon, 
wrapped in hickory-smoked 
bacon and grilled to medium 
melts on your tongue. If 
steak is not on the menu, the 
hickory-smoked bacon, a 
slice of Smithfield ham, or a 
fried turkey breast cutlet will 
do.

7. Red velvet cake. Mom’s 
red velvet cake is moist and 
sweet with just a hint of 
chocolate. Her icing is just 
sweet enough to bring a bead 
of sweat to your upper lip. 
The Kellogg company wishes 
it could master this southern 
favorite in a Pop Tart. Her 
coconut cake runs a close 
second and her chocolate 
cake with chocolate icing, 
third.

6. Strawberries. A big 
bowl of fresh, slightly tart 
strawberries. No cream, no 
whipped cream, no sugar, no 
chocolate required. It doesn’t 
get any simpler than this.

5. Sausage gravy and bis-
cuits. A thick, creamy, white 
gravy full of tangy pork 
sausage should be served 
over a plate of warm flakey 
biscuits, a short stack of 
thick pancakes or big slice of 
cherry pie.

4. Grape juice. A tall glass 
of Welch’s grape juice on the 
rocks makes a morning thirst 
quencher. To reduce the sugar 
intake, dilute it 50-50 with 
natural spring water. It can be 
chased with a cup of straight 
black coffee.

 3. Grits. Grits is a type 
of corn porridge and a food 
staple in the South. Grits can 
be topped with butter, salt 
and pepper, sausage gravy, 
red-eye gravy made from 
ham drippings, or salsa. The 
state of Georgia has declared 
grits its official prepared 
food. Never in my company 
put sugar or maple syrup on 
them as I saw some stoned 
Yankee boys doing in col-
lege. That’s cause for fightin’.

2. Cherry pie. A slice of 
warm cherry pie should be 
required eatin’ at every meal. 
Cherry pie should be tart, 
never sweet. It should have 
a full crust. It can be served 
with a scoop of vanilla ice 
cream, or for some real good 
eatin’ top it with some sau-
sage gravy.

1. That leaves only one 
other breakfast item that 
could possibly be my favor-
ite: dill pickles. And the only 
way to serve dill pickles is 
with eggs. I prefer them hard 
boiled, or cooked so soft 
the whites drip in globs in 
my soon-to-be-beard. They 
could be fried, poached or 
scrambled, as long as they 
are cooked rare. What’s dill 
and hard boiled? Beet-pick-
led eggs. That’s like the best 
of both worlds.

Fiction or 
Fact

from Bob’s Almanac

 Excerpts    by Henry Lane Hull
Congressional Report

by Rep. Robert Wittman

In the course of Kilmarnock’s history, many 
notable individuals have contributed to the 
town’s life. Since the town’s incorporation 

in 1930, the longest serving mayor has been 
Edward J. Davis, in office for 24 years, with 20 
years before that on town council. During his 
mayoralty, the town’s first lady was his wife, 
Peggy, known to many of us affectionately 
as “the mayoress,” a term I first heard used to 
describe her by our mutual friend, the late Ellen 
Lee, known to readers of this item as “Auntie.”

During that near quarter of a century Peggy 
was the social face of Kilmarnock, ever present 
at Edward J.’s side for town functions, welcom-
ing dignitaries, attending business openings, 
greeting the public, and giving the town a dis-
tinctive level of grace and charm, which was an 
asset of incomparable dimension.

 Many years ago while recuperating from sur-
gery on her foot, she received Governor George 
Allen on a visit to Kilmarnock, despite her own 
indisposition, because she wanted to be certain 
that he was welcomed in a manner that did honor 
to his office and to the town. That incident was 
so typical of our mayoress, always undaunted 
and ready to do what was needed in any situ-
ation.

Peggy is a native of White Stone, but for the 
last 61 years that she and Edward J. have been 
married, they have made Kilmarnock both their 
personal and business home. Truly, Peggy can 
be described as someone who knows how to do 
things. Whether one thinks of the many recep-
tions and parties she has hosted over the years, or 
the multitudinous activities she has undertaken 
for her church, or the innumerable times she has 
“been there” for those in their own needy days, 
Peggy is a person upon whom one could rely, 
and indeed many have.

Few individuals are blessed with the myriad 

talents she possesses. Her love of music is but 
one example. She has sung at a professional 
level all of her life, and as the years have passed, 
her melodic tones in choirs, choruses and on 
the radio have added a distinction which only 
she could contribute. Each Christmas her dulcet 
intonations in their family business advertise-
ments are an anticipated part of the season’s 
traditions.

For the mayoress, Kilmarnock always has been 
a place where she could give back to the com-
munity, not only as a whole, but to individuals as 
well, the fruits of her many abilities and talents. 
To their great credit, Peggy and Edward J. have 
been modest about their duties and honors, ever 
happy to pass the glory of seeing things accom-
plished along to others. For as long as the Fire-
men’s Carnival has been a part of Kilmarnock, 
they have run one of the booths each summer, 
and visiting with them there is as much a part of 
the carnival as the rides or the dime board.

Among her other attributes, the mayoress is 
a rich repository of local lore and history. She 
can discourse freely on aspects of Lancaster his-
tory, giving a human side to events and places of 
the past that is fascinating in detail and informa-
tive in content. When Peggy speaks, one senses 
the presence of history, for she understands the 
dynamism of tradition as few others do.

This Saturday is Peggy’s birthday, and the 
Town of Kilmarnock which she has shepherded 
for so many years can look back and realize that 
we have had a representative, an advocate, a first 
lady, a champion, indeed, a mayoress second 
to none. Thank you, dear Peggy, for making 
us proud, and for being there all these many 
decades of your selfless service to our town and 
its citizens.

Happy Birthday to the Mayoress!” “Ad multos 
annos!”

This past week I had the 
pleasure of visiting River-
side Health System and the 
Children’s Hospital of the 
King’s Daughters (CHKD) 
and meeting with some of the 
area’s finest medical profes-
sionals. These facilities and 
their superb staffs are playing 
a vital role in the development 
of new, cutting edge medical 
technologies and are excellent 
service providers to locals in 
need of treatment. In the case 
of CHKD, they are the facility 
of choice for pediatric care in 
Southeastern Virginia.

At Riverside Health System, 
I had the chance to see some of 
their exciting state-of-the-art 
medical technology, including 
the Gamma Knife, a very rare 
top-notch piece of equipment 
that allows for non-invasive 
brain surgery.  There are only 
a handful of these in the entire 
country. I also saw the Cancer 
Center, Emergency Room, and 
School of Health Careers. My 
visit re-enforced my support 
for more investment in Health 
Information Technology.

My tour of CHKD gave me 
the opportunity to witness 
first-hand a multi-jurisdic-
tional Child Abuse Task Force 
meeting that brought together 
law-enforcement, attorneys, 
medical professionals, and 
others to collectively work on 

child abuse cases and issues. 
My tour included a visit to 
the Children’s Surgery Center 
at Oyster Point. I enjoyed our 
discussions about pediatric 
health care issues and was 
very impressed with CHKD’s 
comprehensive facility and 
broad range of medical pro-
fessionals.

I also had the pleasure of 
visiting the Thomas Jeffer-
son Lab National Accelerator 
Facility and the NASA Lang-
ley Research Center. Both of 
these facilities have some truly 
amazing things going on and it 
was exciting to see what they 
are doing.

The Department of Energy’s 
Thomas Jefferson National 
Accelerator Facility, or Jef-
ferson Lab (JLab), is a basic 
research laboratory built to 
probe the nucleus of the atom 
to learn more about the struc-
ture of matter. During my 
visit, I got to see the Jeffer-
son Lab Free Electron Laser, 
which offers great opportuni-
ties for both basic and applied 
research. The technology being 
used at JLab is truly innovative 
and I was very pleased to have 
the chance to see it up-close.

At the NASA Lang-
ley Research Center, I was 
amazed at what I saw. I saw 
the National Transonic Facil-
ity, which is used to study 
improved aircraft and space-
craft safety, performance, 
and efficiency. Later, in the 
Flight Test Hardware Facil-
ity, I got to see a mockup of 
Orion, which is being built to 
be NASA’s next vehicle to the 
moon. Most of my visit dealt 
with Langley’s work in space 
exploration, which was very 
helpful to me as I continue 
to learn about this exciting 
field. I am looking forward to 
working with the great folks at 
NASA in the future.

Last week was a great week. 
Meeting so many wonder-
ful people at these important 
facilities and witnessing the 
great work they are doing was 
very beneficial for me. I will 
be getting out into the district 
as much as possible and visit-
ing more of the facilities that 
make the First District such a 
wonderful place to work and 
live.

Letters to the Editor

From Amy Ashburn, 
Kilmarnock

I was born and raised in 
Irvington. After a few years 
in Seattle, I moved back to 
Kilmarnock. It’s always been 
a safe environment and I never 
thought I would have to worry 
about what happened to me Sat-
urday night. My dog was stolen 
in the middle of Kilmarnock. 

Being a good dog owner, all 
her tags (name, address, phone 
number, rabies tag) were on her 
collar. She was let out to go to 
the bathroom and she will nor-
mally run right back in at night, 
especially when it’s cold. She 
decided to stroll. 

Suzie Q. Dog was taken less 
than a block from my home. 
One can almost see my house 
from where she was taken. 
There was a witness who was 
kind enough to call me and let 
me know that someone who 
supposedly just moved here 
from New York was going to 
call me and get her back home 
safely. As I write, it’s Tues-
day, January 15. They haven’t 
called. 

This is not the town I grew 
up in. While I can appreci-
ate the town getting a facelift, 
having new people to share our 
way of life and improving the 
tourist industry, which helps 
our community financially, I 
cannot  appreciate those who 
come here and are unable to do  
the right thing. 

If you see a lost dog, you call 
the owners, or the vets. You 
make the dog comfy for a night 
if it’s late  and then you take 
her home. Of course this will 
keep dog owners like ours up 
at night, sick with worry over 
where their  beloved pet  is 
and wondering why she isn’t 
home and in her favorite chair 
or keeping your feet warm in 
bed. You don’t assume that,  for 
whatever reason, a healthy  and 
happy animal needs to be res-
cued.

I am not hung up with 
the”come here, from here” 
issue that seems prevalent 
locally, but dog thieves are 
not typical  in this commu-
nity. The town is outraged over 
this. Every  business that was 
open has put up signs. Some 
people got teary eyed,  some 
were filled with rage, but they 
all said the same thing: “What 
kind of person steals someone’s 
dog?” We are an animal-loving 
community and many have pets 
that are like our children. 

I can’t explain to my 19-
month-old where her dog is 
when she runs around the 
house saying “Want dog,” and  
yelling “Suuuz!” and looking 
out the window for her. 

Police reports have been 
filed, radio stations have been 
contacted and have  been 
making announcements. The 
game warden has called all the 
pounds and the local vets and 
boarders are all keeping their 
eyes peeled. Everyone just 
wants Suzie Q back at home. 

The community support has 
been wonderful. It’s a prime 

Return Susie Q
example of why I chose to 
move back home after living 
in a major city for five years. 
I hope  my dog  is returned 
safely. That’s all I want. We 
are an honest, hard working 
community and I hate to think 
that things like this are going 
to happen now that our quaint 
little town is starting to  grow 
up.

From Carol G. Dawson, 
Morattico

I write in response to a letter 
in last week’s edition regard-
ing Rep. Wittman’s vote on the 
energy bill.

Wittman joined 100 other 
members of Congress in oppo-
sition to an energy bill that 
would raise taxes, increase gas-
oline prices and impose bur-
densome government mandates 
on business and individuals.

We face a real energy chal-
lenge in this country, especially 
the high price of gasoline. The 
national average for a gallon 
of gas is currently $3.10 (it’s 
a little lower in our area) and 
that’s an 80-cent increase from 
just a year ago. These high 
prices affect every aspect of 
our economy, from our family 
budgets to skyrocketing costs 
for farmers and businesses.

The energy bill to which the 
writer referred did nothing to 
reduce the cost of gas or even 
produce any energy. Instead, 
this measure would raise taxes 
on U.S. energy production, 
mandate heavy-handed gov-
ernment standards and threaten 
American jobs.

Congress must address the 
serious issue of rising energy 
prices, but ignoring domestic 
energy production and raising 
taxes on producers just ensures 
our further dependence on for-
eign oil. 

Wittman has only been in 
office a few weeks but already 
my respect for his judgment has 
been confirmed by his refusal 
to support measures like this 
that would do far more harm 
than good.

Energy bill would
increase prices

From J. Brian Hart, 
White Stone

I live on Ashley Cove and, 
along with most of the residents 
in the area, strongly oppose the 
county’s plan to build a boat ramp 
and other recreational facilities 
on the cove. 

The reasons for this opposi-
tion are straightforward and fac-
tual: flooding at the site, potential 
harm to adjoining wetlands, shal-
low water (dredging would be 
required), the tight cove entrance, 
and roads too narrow to handle 
trailered boats.

Yet there’s more to it than that. 
One of the county’s main reasons 
for choosing this site is that at an 
annual rent of $10, it’s virtually 
free. The problem is that the cove 
is just that: a cove, not a creek or 
a river. 

There could be
a better way
to gain access

Every boat and jet ski that 
launches from the proposed ramp 
will have to pass in full view of 
all of the homes on the cove. The 
resulting increase in traffic, noise 
and shoreline erosion would 
diminish the residents’ enjoyment 
of their homes and drive down 
property values. 

So the virtually free site has 
hidden costs which the county 
will pass along to cove residents. 
We pay rather steep taxes for the 
privilege of living in Lancaster 
County and we expect that zoning 
ordinances should protect us, not 
be used against us.

Some people cavalierly dismiss 
our opposition as a not-in-my-
backyard reaction, but their ox is 
not being gored. It’s hardly such a 
reaction when one group of resi-
dents benefits at the expense of 
another. 

Why doesn’t the county con-
sider a better way? Instead of 
making up for its years of neglect 
on the backs of Ashley Cove resi-
dents, the county should acquire 
a suitable site. 

What would such a site look 
like? The site should be on a broad 
creek where the increased traffic 
and noise could be absorbed with-
out disturbing the whole commu-
nity. The site should also have 
several hundred feet of shoreline 
that can be buffered with trees on 
both sides. The result could be a 
safe, attractive site with minimal 
impact on its neighbors.

Such a site would be expensive 

and it may be rather late in the day 
for the county to start putting dol-
lars in an acquisition fund, some-
thing they should have started a 
decade ago. 

However, the county could 
seek voter approval for a bond 
issue to acquire and develop 
an appropriate site. If having a 
public boat ramp is as impor-
tant to its citizens as the county 
seems to believe, voter approval 
shouldn’t be a problem and all 
residents would share the cost. If 
it doesn’t pass, the county would 
gain valuable information on 
voter priorities. Either way, the 
not-in-my-backyard stance would 
disappear and the issue would be 
settled equitably.

From Jo Crockett,
Social Worker, Rappahannock 
General Hospital

I was deeply troubled by the 
Rappahannock Record’s deci-
sion to publicize the circum-
stances surrounding the death 
of Dr. Srirama Chalasani.

This information was of no 
benefit to the general public 
but was hurtful to the people 
who worked with him and, 
more importantly, his family 
and friends.

Dr. Chalasani was a dedicated 
physician and a kind, compas-
sionate man. This is how he 
should be remembered.

Troubled by 
news coverage
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From Norm Mosher, 
Irvington

Last week, a writer noted 
that 2007 was not the warmest 
year on record and that Asian 
countries were emitting more 
greenhouse gases than we are. 
Yes, but so what?

Whether 2007 was warmer 
or not, the long-term trend 
is one of the earth warming. 
According to the Washington 
Post, January 12, 2008, page 
A3, climatologists at NASA’s 
Goddard Institute for Space 
Studies announced that 2007 
was the second warmest year 
on record. NOAA scientists 
came up with slightly different 
results placing 2007 as the fifth 
warmest on record, but both 
teams agreed that seven of the 
eight warmest years on record 
have occurred in the past eight 
years, and that it is the trend 
that is important, not single 
data points. 

They note that a sustained 
warming of the planet is 
unequivocal and that it is caused 
by increasing greenhouse gas 
emissions. It is going to con-
tinue, they say, and the increase 
is wholly consistent with what 
their computer models have 
been predicting for 20 years.

While 2007 was not the 
warmest year on record as mea-
sured for the whole earth, it was 
the warmest on record in the 
Northern Hemisphere. Temper-
atures in the Northern Hemi-
sphere and the Arctic are rising 
faster than other parts of the 
globe. The rise in the Northern 
Hemisphere was 1.9 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and because of the 
phenomenon known as “polar 
amplification,” the rise in the 
Arctic was 4.1 degrees. (The 
reference baseline is the 1951 
to 1980 average temperature.) 

The extent of the summer 
melt of Arctic sea ice this past 
year surprised and alarmed 
scientists, because the process 
is accelerating beyond what 
models predicted, in fact well 
beyond the standard deviation 
of the models. If the trend con-
tinues, and no one doubts that 
it will, the Arctic could experi-
ence ice-free summers in just a 
few years.

Meanwhile, at the other 
end of the earth, scientists are 
reporting escalating ice loss 
in Antarctica (the Washington 
Post, January 14, page 1). It 
appears the Antarctic circum-
polar current is warming up 
and the ice sheets are respond-
ing despite relatively unchang-
ing land temperatures.

People should not be com-
placent about what appear to be 
small increases in global aver-
age temperatures. Climatolo-
gists are telling us that climate 
is very sensitive to even small 
forcing. Thus, these small but 
steady increases could well 
have grave consequences. Ice-
free Arctic summers will result 
in melting permafrost and the 
release of vast quantities of 

Global warming
is accelerating
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From Bernard Nadel, 
Irvington

Figures don’t lie but liars can 
figure. Agreed!

So let’s forget statistics and 
get down to  the nitty gritty. 
Seventy-five percent of our 
atmosphere is invested in an 
area called the troposphere. 
The troposphere is less than 10 
miles high, not all of which is  
breathable without an oxygen 
mask. 

To put this in perspective, the 
paint on the earth globes many 
have in one’s living rooms is  
relatively thicker than the pro-
tosphere. So since every action 
has an equal and opposite reac-
tion, when Mr. Limbo gets into 
his SUV and turns on the key, 
he is altering the purity of the 
air.

Our president feels that he 
should do something so he 
signs a bill forcing our already 
beleagered automobile compa-
nies to produce cars that will 
go 35 miles on a gallon of gas 
or the more expensive ethanol 
by 2020. By 2020 there will 
be so many more cars on the 
road that this bandage solution 
becomes a pitiful failure.

There most likely are better 
solutions that are crying out to 
be heard but no one outside the 
box can get near the sanctum 
of those powerful enough to 
implement new ideas.

Any suggestions?

So what is
the solution?

greenhouse gases causing more 
warming and more melting of 
Greenland and West Antarc-
tic glaciers, resulting in a sea-
level rise which would displace 
whole populations, including 
that of Tidewater. 

Such a sea level rise has 
occurred before and it was 
associated with global aver-
age temperatures we are fast 
approaching.

These processes are on the 
move. Greenhouse gas emis-
sions must be reduced by as 
much as 80 percent from 2000 
levels by 2050, and we need to 
get started soon, in just a few 
years, if we are to succeed. 

So when a writer points out 
that Asian greenhouse gas 
emissions are greater than 
ours, he fails to note that it is 
the per capita emissions that 
are important in terms of cor-
rective effect. Consider that the 
United States with four to five  
percent of the planet’s popu-
lation emits 30 percent  of all 
greenhouse gases. Contrast that 
with China which has about 
four times our population and 
emits an amount now about 
equal to ours. When the day 
comes for individual action to 
reduce emissions, the pain will 
be greater for us.

There is an Arab saying that 
goes something like this. “In 
the night, the dogs bark, but the 
caravan moves on.” The climate 
crisis caravan is on the move, 
and a dog’s bark is still just a 
dog’s bark.

This month rounds out 
Sen. Jim Webb’s first full year 
in the U.S. Senate. Over the 
past 12 months, Webb has 
worked on issues that affect us 
internationally, nationally and 
in Virginia.  Sen. Webb also 
serves on the committee on 
foreign relations, committee on 
armed services, committee on 
veterans affairs, and the joint 
economic committee.
 National security

Sen. Webb worked closely 
with colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to forge consen-
sus on our national security 
policies in Iraq and beyond. He 
remains committed to reinstat-
ing smart foreign policy—
grounded in diplomacy—and 
providing the kind of leader-
ship to our troops that they 
expect and deserve.  Sen. Webb 
has introduced several pieces 
of legislation, ranging from 
attempts to provide our troops 
more sensible rotation policies 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, to leg-
islation restricting the presi-
dent’s authority to unilaterally 
attack Iran, to a meaningful GI 
Bill for those who have served 
since 9/11.
 Economic fairness

Sen. Webb has consistently 
promoted greater economic 
fairness and social justice 
in our nation, based on the 
Jacksonian notion that true 
representative government 
exists to protect the well-being 
of those with little or no power, 
not those with the most.  He 
has chaired hearings on our 

nation’s mass incarceration 
rate, supported increases in 
financial assistance for higher 
education and advocated fair 
labor policies that protect the 
American worker.
 Accountability

From passing sweeping 
ethics reform to creating an 
independent, bipartisan com-
mission to investigate wartime 
contracting, Sen. Webb has 
worked alongside his Senate 
colleagues to renew the kind of 
healthy oversight that is critical 
to accountability in govern-
ment.
 Virginia issues

With respect to the Com-
monwealth, Sen. Webb has 
worked in a bipartisan fashion 
with Sen. Warner to secure 
funds to clean up the Chesa-
peake Bay, expand broadband 
technology to the Eastern 
Shore, support BRAC-related 
construction projects and 
recapitalization of our mili-
tary installations, improve 
safety in our communities and 
crack down on gang violence, 
alleviate traffic congestion, and 
ensure accessibility to health 
care in Virginia’s rural areas.  

Here are some of the high-
lights of Sen. Webb’s work in 
these areas:
 National security

 • Challenging Long-Term 
Bases in Iraq. Sen. Webb 
remains vigilantly committed 
to reducing our footprint in the 
region. With a number of his 
Senate colleagues, Webb sent 
a letter to President George W. 

Bush in November, warning 
against committing the United 
States to a long-term security 
presence in Iraq without the 
full participation and consent 
of Congress.

 • Preventing Funds for 
Military Action in Iran. In 
March, Sen. Webb introduced 
legislation to prohibit the use 
of funds for military operations 
in Iran without congressional 
authorization.  The legisla-
tion aims to restore a proper 
balance between the executive 
and legislative branches when 
it comes to the commencement 
of military activities. 

 • Adequately Funding 
Homeland Security. Sen. Webb 
supported critical invest-
ments in the Department of 
Homeland Security to improve 
disaster preparedness programs 
and better secure American 
borders, ports, and transit sys-
tems against terrorist threats.

 • Providing for a Strong 
National Defense.  Sen. Webb 
worked closely with Sen. 
Warner to maintain a strong 
national defense program and 
support military personnel with 
a 3.5 percent across-the-board 
pay raise. He supported provi-
sions in defense authorization 
and appropriations bills to 
modernize and recapitalize the 
Army, Air Force, and Marine 
Corps. 

 • Building a Strong, Viable 
Navy.  Sen. Webb believes the 
key to the Navy’s future—and 
to the business health of the 
more than 500 companies in 
the Commonwealth associated 
with ship construction and 
repair—is a stable and afford-
able shipbuilding plan. Webb 
has called for increasing the 
size of the Naval fleet.

 • Offering a Comprehensive 
GI Bill for Post-9/11 Veterans.  
On his first day in office, Sen. 
Webb introduced a post-9/11 
GI Bill that would provide 
those who have served on 
active duty since September 
11, 2001, increased educa-
tional benefits similar to those 
provided to returning veterans 
at the end of World War II.  The 
bill has 30 cosponsors in the 
Senate and 77 cosponsors in 
the House.

 • Ensuring Appropriate 
Dwell Time and Fairer Rota-
tional Cycles. Repeated combat 
deployments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan with inadequate 
time at home between rotations 
are burning out our troops.  
Sen. Webb offered legislation 
to put more responsible rota-
tional cycles in place to protect 
the welfare of our troops and 
their families. Though his 
amendment received a 56-vote 
majority in the Senate, it fell 
four votes short of break-
ing the Republican filibuster. 
He succeeded in putting the 
well-being of our troops at the 
forefront of the national agenda 
and putting the Bush adminis-
tration on notice regarding the 
urgent need to give the troops 
more time at home.     

 •Improving Veterans’ Health 
Care.  The care and treatment 
of our nation’s veterans is one 
of Sen. Webb’s top priorities 
and that is why he pursued 
additional funding to address 
the 600,000-claim backlog 
in the VA and provide for the 
long-term needs of veter-
ans returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 
 Economic fairness

 • Increasing the Minimum 
Wage. Sen. Webb cosponsored 
legislation to increase the 
minimum wage from $5.15 
to $7.25—the first minimum 
wage increase in 10 years. 

 • Granting Relief from the 
Alternative Minimum Tax 
(AMT). Sen. Webb supported 
legislation to provide an AMT 
patch, protecting more than 
650,000 Virginia families from 
unnecessary higher taxes in the 
2007 tax year.

 • Reforming the U.S. Immi-
gration System.  When the 
Senate debated the Immigra-
tion Reform Act last summer, 
Sen. Webb introduced an 
amendment that sought to 
create a fair and workable path 
to legalization for those who 
have put down roots in this 
country, protect the legitimate 
interests of all working Ameri-
cans, and honor the rule of 
law.  Until we find a workable 
middle-ground on immigra-
tion, Sen. Webb believes it is 
even more important that the 
president enforce the laws that 
are already on the books.

 • Commitment to Fair 
Trade Agreements.  Sen. 
Webb believes that properly 
constructed  trade agreements 
benefit our country and our 
workers.  Trade agreements 
that truly focus on fair trade—
as well as free trade—provide 
consumers with goods and ser-
vices at more affordable prices, 
make our exports easier to sell 
abroad, and promote important 
foreign policy objectives. 

 • Lowering America’s Mass 
Incarceration Rate.  In October 
of last year, Sen. Webb chaired 
a hearing of the joint economic 
committee to examine the 
social and economic con-
sequences of incarceration.  
Sen. Webb wants to keep bad 
people off our streets.  But he 
believes that the health and 
moral character of our nation is 
challenged when our country is 
locking up such a high percent-
age of our people, marking 
them at an early age and, in 
many cases, eliminating their 
chances for a productive life as 
full citizens. 

 • Offering Relief from the 
Sub-Prime Crisis.  Sen. Webb 
supported legislation that offers 
tax relief to American families 
caught in the sub-prime mort-
gage crisis. 

 • Ensuring Health Insur-
ance for Low-Income Chil-
dren.  Sen. Webb will continue 
his work to provide health 
coverage for more of Virginia’s 
children, building on the state 
government’s success in reach-
ing out to low-income com-
munities.   

• Increasing Access to 
Higher Education. In Septem-
ber, Sen. Webb and his Senate 
colleagues passed legislation 
that addresses the rising cost of 
college education by making 
loan repayment more manage-
able and increasing college 
aid by $154 million in the next 
five years for Virginia students 
alone.

 • Supporting Internet Tax 
Relief.  As we continue to 
expand high-speed Inter-
net technology across the Com-
monwealth, from Southwest 
Virginia to the Eastern Shore,  
Sen. Webb has supported leg-
islation to ensure that internet 
communication is available and 
accessible to all, without taxa-
tion or impediment . 
 Accountability

 • Establishing a Commission 
on Wartime Contracting.  In 
December, Congress voted to 
approve a measure by Senators 
Webb and McCaskill (D-MO) 
creating an independent, bipar-
tisan Commission on Wartime 
Contracting. Much like the 
Truman Committee of WWII, 
this Commission is charged 
with addressing the systemic 
problems associated with the 
hundreds of billions of dollars 
in wartime-support contracts 
and reconstruction projects in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 • Strengthening Oversight 
and Accountability of Private 
Security Contractors. After 
stories like the Blackwater inci-
dent, Congress passed legisla-
tion that Sen. Webb introduced 
designed to improve Depart-
ment of Defense tracking of 
private security personnel, 
require the registration of con-
tractor vehicles, and create a 
system to report incidents and 
ensure that they are indepen-
dently reviewed. 

 • Maintaining an Open and 
Interactive Earmarks  Pro-
cess.  Sen. Webb believes that 
Congress has a constitutional 
role to play in assembling the 
federal budget—and that this 
process should be conducted 
with proper transparency and 
input from Virginians.  Sen. 
Webb worked collaboratively 
with Sen. Warner to consider 
all appropriations requests, and 
an application is available on 
the Senator’s website to ensure 
that the process is fair and 
accessible to all Virginians.

 • Monitoring Invest-
ments from Foreign 
Governments.  Sen. Webb 
has been working to ensure 
that foreign investment in the 
United States does not jeop-
ardize our national security or 
the stability of our financial 
markets. Because governments 
may make investment deci-
sions differently than private 
investors, he believes that we 
must ensure that our nation 
is protected from politically 
motivated investments that may 
cause us harm.
 Virginia issues

 • Improving Transportation.  
With increasing traffic conges-
tion in Virginia’s main arteries, 
Sen. Webb believes we must 
invest in long-term and diversi-
fied infrastructure projects.  
Last year, he worked to secure 
the appropriation of tens of 
millions of dollars for transpor-
tation infrastructure, including 
new rail cars for the Metro 
system, additional funds for the 
Dulles Corridor rail projects, 
and interchange improvements 
at 1-95 and the Fairfax County 
Parkway at Newington, U.S. 
Route 1 and 123 in Prince 
William. 

 • Encouraging Alterna-
tive Energy & Reducing Gas 
Prices. This year, Sen. Webb 
took multiple steps to  help try 
to reduce  skyrocketing gaso-
line prices and encourage alter-
native energy sources.  Sen. 
Webb also cosponsored bill 

that would  close tax loopholes 
for big oil and gas companies, 
who are making a fortune at 
the expense of consumers.

 • Funding Virginia’s Mili-
tary Priorities.  Virginia plays 
a pivotal role in the national 
defense of our country.  Sena-
tors Warner and Webb worked 
together to secure millions of 
dollars for critical construction 
projects for Virginia’s mili-
tary installations—including 
defense agencies, the Virginia 
Army National Guard, and the 
U.S. Joint Forces Command 
Headquarters in Norfolk. 

 • Keeping Our Communi-
ties Safe. Sen. Webb was proud 
to be an original cosponsor of 
legislation that provides more 
than $1 billion over five years 
to deter and prosecute violent 
crime and help protect Vir-
ginia’s communities from the 
growing threat of gangs.

 • Cleaning up Virginia’s 
Waterways and Increasing 
Conservation Efforts.  Sen. 
Webb understands that Vir-
ginia’s waterways and natural 
resources are critical to main-
taining and growing  Virginia’s 
economy and protecting our 
natural environment.  This past 
year, he has worked diligently 
to secure funding for projects 
including new navigation and 
water infrastructure, envi-
ronmental restoration in the 
Chesapeake Bay, the creation 
of new wilderness areas, and 
protection of lands within the 
Jefferson National Forest.

 • Expanding Access to 
Technology.  Sen. Webb has 
supported projects to advance 
technology in the Com-
monwealth from expanding 
broadband in our historically 
black colleges and universities 
to ensuring that communities 
on the Eastern Shore have 
high-speed internet to increas-
ing mine safety with wireless 
communications that operate 
deep underground. 

 • Federal Recognition of 
Virginia Indian Tribes.  After 
months of thorough investiga-
tion of the facts, Sen.Webb 
concluded that six of Virginia’s 
tribes seeking federal recogni-
tion through legislation meet 
the established standards for 
proper recognition on a federal 
level and should be placed on 
equal footing with our nation’s 
562 other federally recognized 
tribes. He plans to continue to 
work with Rep. Moran, Rep. 
Scott and other members of the 
Virginia delegation to pass this 
important legislation.  He is 
also interested in finding ways 
to improve the BIA’s adminis-
trative recognition process to 
ensure a uniform and objective 
mechanism to recognize tribes. 

 • Securing Federal Assis-
tance for Drought-Affected 
Farmers.  In an effort to secure 
federal assistance, Sen. Webb 
wrote to then U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Johanns urging 
him to issue disaster desig-
nations, which nearly every 
county in the Commonwealth 
received in August.

 Other efforts
 • Official Senate Website. 

Sen. Webb’s website provides 
immediate access to new press 
releases that highlight daily 
legislative matters before the 
Senate and our work across the 
Commonwealth.  In addition, 
there is an extensive archive 
of past press statements, video 
clips of floor speeches and 
press conferences, transcripts 
of appearances on news pro-
grams and articles of interest 
highlighting his work in the 
Senate.

 • Six Offices in DC and 
Across the Commonwealth: 
Communicating with Over 
70,000 Virginians in Just 
One Year.  Since last Janu-
ary, Sen. Webb’s regional 
offices—in Arlington, Norton, 
Richmond, Roanoke, and 
Virginia Beach—helped more 
than 6,000 Virginians with 
diverse issues related to Social 
Security, Medicare/Medicare, 
veterans’ benefits, legal immi-
gration matters, federal student 
loans, and military service, 
among others. Additionally, 
Webb’s office has successfully 
responded to more than 65,000 
pieces of mail since January.

 • “Webb Sites” Estab-
lished for More Remote 
Constituents.  To enhance 
constituent service, Sen. Webb 
introduced his “Webb Sites” 
program, which gives regional 
staff the opportunity to work 
with constituents who work 
and/or reside in communities 
located some distance away 
from the regional offices.  
Webb is proud to report that 
his staff held more than 70 
Webb Sites in at least 30 com-
munities across Virginia, serv-
ing hundreds of citizens.

 • Responding to the Pass-
port Crisis.   This year, Sen. 
Webb’s office assisted nearly 
1,000 Virginians obtain pass-
ports.

Sen. Webb’s first year in Washington reviewed

by Sen. Richard H. Stuart
My first week in the Virginia 

Senate, the oldest continuous 
legislative body in the United 
States, was an incredible expe-
rience. Things move very fast 
here and you have to be very 
careful to make sure that you 
stay on top of everything.

I have filed approximately 18 
bills, some of which were mine 
or suggestions from others, 
some of which were from Rep. 
Rob Wittman who requested 
me to handle his bills since his 
move to the United States Con-
gress.

Over the next few weeks, I 
will attempt to keep everyone 
advised of how the bills are 
moving along. One of the most 
important bills I filed is Senate 
Bill 206 to allow the use of 
state-owned facilities to help 
distribute broadband service 
to underserved areas like the 
Northern Neck.

This bill would allow broad-
band companies to piggyback 
on state communication towers 
to help get broadband service 
to our area much more expedi-
tiously. This is something that 
Rep. Wittman worked on and I 
will continue to see this through 
for the benefit of our area.

I also filed a bill to create a 
special Northern Neck conser-
vation license plate, the pro-
ceeds of which will ultimately 
go to the Northern Neck Land 
Conservancy. This was the idea 
of Chip Jones of Westmoreland 
County. I think we should all 
thank Chip for his thought to do 
this.

I also filed a bill to exempt 
shallow wells from the licensure 
requirements associated with 
repairs on them. New regula-
tions require certified well work-
ers to be present when wells are 
worked on. This is licensed by 
the state.

Areas in the Northern Neck 
were having difficulty finding 
those individuals and, therefore, 
repairs to shallow wells were not 
being completed. Gail Fowler 
with SAIFWATER in Lancaster 
was kind enough to bring that to 
our attention. With the help of 
Attorney General Bob McDon-
nell and Rep. Wittman, we have 
come up with a bill that hope-
fully will address the problem.

I have also filed a bill to give 
tax credits to emergency work-
ers, such as volunteer fire fight-
ers and EMS providers. This is 
on a floating scale, depending 
upon years of service in this 
field.

This has been an extremely 
busy week getting all of the 
bills filed, getting sworn in, and 
getting straight to work. I look 
forward to continue to update 
you on the happenings in the 
Senate.

If you need any assistance, you 
may reach me at district28@sov.
state.va.us, 698-7528, or 493-
8892.

State 
Senate 
Report

Last week, Albert Pollard of 
Lively sent a letter asking the 
members of the House Commit-
tee on Agriculture, the Chesa-
peake and Natural Resources to 
oppose House Bill 303.

The bill seeks to decrease the 
annual cap on the harvest of men-
haden for commercial purposes 
by 20 percent each year for five 
years until a complete moratorium 
is reached beginning in 2013. 

Pollard’s letter noted two objec-
tions to the proposed legislation. 
The first is based on the poor 
public policy, the second on the 
fact that the Northern Neck is 
now without a delegate. 

“It would be grossly unfair, 
for any industry, anywhere in 
Virginia, to be harmed when 
those workers are disenfran-
chised because of a quirk in elec-
tion law,” said Pollard. “It is my 
sincerest hope that the House of 
Delegates will choose to defend 
the livelihood of these fishermen 
at a time when they are not repre-
sented in Richmond.”

Additionally, Pollard noted that 
the bill is poor policy as it violates 
the letter and spirit of a current 
agreement that caps the total har-
vest of menhaden while allowing 
for a five-year study to measure 
the health of the fishery.

“The bill is a poor one on its 
own merits, but its consideration 
while the fishermen have no rep-
resentation is unconscionable and 
it must be defeated,” said Pollard.

The bill is patroned by Delegate 
Paul F. Nichols of Woodbridge.  

Pollard represented District 99 
in the House of Delegates from 
2000 to 2006. He is currently 
running for the seat, which will 
be determined by a special elec-
tion February 19.

Pollard pushes 
for defeat of 
menhaden bill
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Let us sell your property. You will get coverage 
on the internet, in the Northern Neck and the Washington, 

DC area MLS and various print material. Call today!!

BAYSIDE REALTY 453•5353

����������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������

������������������������
������

������������������������������
������

�����������������������
�����������������
���������������������

�������������
���������������������������������

������������������������������������
���������������������������������������

������������������������
����������������������������������������

�����������������������������
����������������������������

�������������������������������������
������������������������������

�������������������������������
��������������������������
�����������
������������
�����������������������������

��������������������

������������������������������

���������������������

������������������

�����������������������
��������������������
• Personal and 
  Commercial Lines
• Life and Health Insurance
• Competitive Rates

���������������������
����������������

������������������������������
��������������

������������������
������������

Personal

Commercial

Health

Stolen Dog
SUZIE Q. DOG 

was seen being put 
in a silver Hyundai 
Saturday night at 
8:30 p.m.  Known as 
the Playground Dog, 
she is very friendly 
and had just been 
put out to go to the 
bathroom.  She was taken in front of the Sports Center 
on Main Street.  She has a red heart tag with her name, 
phone number and address on it, as well as her rabies 
tag.  It was witnessed that she was taken by a man and 
woman who claim that they just moved here from New 
York, (tags on vehicle are not New York plates, according 
to witness).  The man is said to be balding with brown 
hair and mustache and the lady is said to be elderly with 
gray hair.  Stealing a dog in Virginia is punishable with a 
ten year jail sentence and is a felony.  Her 19 month old 
misses her and so do her adults!  Please help us get our 
dog home safe!  Call 804-435-1534 or 804-435-3110 
with any information and ask for Amy or Andy. 

Ty and Stacey Brent of White 
Stone announce the birth of 
their son, Tyler Sparks Brent, 
born December 25, 2007, at 
Williamsburg Sentara Hos-
pital. He weighed 6 pounds, 
12 ounces and was 20 inches 
long.

His maternal grandparents 
are Ken and Suzie Sparks of 
Springfield and White Stone. 
His paternal grandparents are 
Tommy and Mary Brent of 
Ottoman.

������

Susan Christine Muller and 
Marchant Scott Chase were 
married January 12, 2008, at 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
in Raleigh, N.C., with the Rev. 
Samuel Gregory Jones offici-
ating. A reception was held at 
the Capital City Club follow-
ing the ceremony.

The bride is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Bruce 
Muller of Raleigh. She is the 
granddaughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lunden 
Morris, formerly of Newark, 
Del., and of Mrs. Howard 
Eugene Muller of Mesa, Ariz., 
and the late Mr. Muller, both 
formerly of Chester.

The groom is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Car-
roll Chase II of Kilmarnock. 
He is the grandson of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Roland Marchant of 
Irvington, formerly of Rich-
mond, and of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Gilbert Eugene Chase, 
formerly of Kilmarnock.

Carolyn Muller Hull of 
Yuma, Ariz., served as her 
sister’s matron of honor. The 
bridesmaids were Anne Gil-
bert Chase of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., sister of the groom, Tara 
Davidson Muller, sister-in-law 
of the bride, Anne Greenwood 
Drury, Lillian Marsh Howard 
and Anderson Layne Winstead, 
all of Raleigh, Marianna Page 
Cartin of Columbia, S.C., and 
Amber Bagby Glidewell of 
Greenville, S.C.

Charles Carroll Chase II 
served as his son’s best man. 
The groomsmen were Bret 
David Muller of Raleigh, 
brother of the bride, Samuel 
Dixon Dedman of Harrods-
burg, Ky., Heath Clark Hanna 
of Smyrna, Ga., Chad Nicholas 
Johnston of Columbia, Richard 
Bradley Nesmith of Gaines-
ville, Fla., William Leslie 
Thomas of Fayetteville, Tenn., 
and Kevin Andrew Vaughn of 
Jacksonville, Fla.

Readers for the ceremony 
were Alison Beth Snyder of 
Raleigh and Lindsey Alden 
Sweatman of Columbia. Greet-
ers were Janie Katherine Bruce 
of Columbia, Keating Simons 
Coleman of Jackson, Miss., 
Laura Yorke Gerrald of Deca-
tur, Ga., and Sydney McDaniel 
Jamison of Raleigh. 

The bride is a graduate of 
Needham Broughton High 
School in Raleigh and Wofford 
College in Spartanburg, S.C., 
with a bachelor’s in art his-
tory. She is an account execu-
tive with Triangle New Home 
Guide in Raleigh. 

The groom is a graduate of 
Woodberry Forest School in 
Woodberry Forest and Wofford 
College with a bachelor’s in 
English. He is employed with 
S & W Property Management 
in Statesville, N.C.

After a wedding trip to Peter 
Island, British Virgin Islands, 
the couple will live in Raleigh.

Mrs. Marchant Scott Chase

Chase-Muller nuptials held
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COLD WEATHER’S HERE!
Keep us warm, dry and fed.  Give us fresh clean

water daily.- Animal Welfare League

Miss Christina Anne Kon-
stant and Benjamin Paul Jones 
III, both of Mechanicsville, 
were married September 29, 
2007, at Saints Constantine and 
Helen Greek Orthodox Cathe-
dral in Richmond.

The Rev. Nicholas G. Baca-
lis officiated at the double-ring 
Greek Orthodox Sacrament of 
Holy matrimony. Music was 
provided by organist Betty 
Eckbeg, cantor Prestera Vivian 
Bacalis and classic guitar-
ist Mark Troxell, who played 
during the seating of the 
guests.

The bride is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne W. Wich-
mann of Williamsburg and Mr. 
and Mrs. George G. Konstant of 
Toano. She is the granddaugh-
ter of Mrs. Mary McDonough 
of Williamsburg and the late 
Mr. James McDonough, and 
the late Mr. and Mrs. Gus Kon-
stant formery of Yorktown and 
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Wich-
mann of Cockeysville, Md.

The groom is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Benjamin Paul Jones 
Jr. of Burgess. He is the grand-
son of William A. Dawson of 
Kilmarnock and the late Peggy 
H. Dawson, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Benjamin Paul Jones Sr. of 
Reedville. His honorary grand-
mother is Mrs. Louise Hum-
phreys of Kilmarnock.

Mr. and Mrs. Demetrius Flo-
rakis, godparents of the groom, 
served as koumbari of the wed-
ding.

The matron of honor was 
Megan Florakis of Williams-
burg, cousin of the bride and 
godmother of the groom. 
Bridesmaids were Lauren Kon-
stant of Toano, sister of the 
bride, Allison Wichmann of 
Charleston, S.C., sister of the 
bride, Shana Stephenson of 
Yorktown, cousin of the bride, 
Mrs. April Brenner of Burgess, 
sister of the groom, Mrs. Katie 
Barber of Glen Allen, Ms. 
Michelle Liu of Richmond and 
Mrs. Kelly Buckley of Charles-
ton, S.C. Flower girls were 
Allison Brenner of Burgess, 
niece of the groom, and Elli-
anna Florakis of Williamsburg, 
cousin of the bride.

Benjamin Paul Jones Jr. 
served as his son’s best man. 

Groomsmen were Thomas 
Winfree of The Plains, cousin 
of the groom, Andrew Wich-
mann of Baltimore, brother of 
the bride, John Barber of Glen 
Allen, Michael Wall of Char-
lotte, N.C., Danny Bishop of 
Chesterfield and Ryan Moss 
of Raleigh, N.C.  Master Laki 
Florakis, cousin of the bride, 
served as ring bearer.

Mrs. Helen Stephenson, aunt 
of the bride, was mistress of 
ceremonies. Miss Samantha 
Golubosky served as greeker.

The bride was escorted by 
her father, George Konstant, 
and given in marriage by her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne 
Wichmann and Mr. and Mrs. 
George Konstant.

The bride’s gown, designed 
by Pronovias and made in 
Spain, was an ivory taffeta, 
softly draped A-line with V-
neck, pleated bodice adorned 
with beaded lace appliqués 
which also cascaded down 
the skirt and chapel-length 
train. She carried gardenias 
and stephanotis accented with 
garden greenery.

Her attendants wore full-
length black satin dresses with 
a soft crisscross V-neck bodice, 
complemented with a natural 
waist sash that finished with 
a rhinestone adornment. Each 
carried white mountain lilies 
with pink bouvardia accented 
with garden greenery. The 
flower girls wore soft pink bal-
lerina-length dresses in silk 
shantung accented with an 
Alencon lace bodice and bow 
sash.

Prenuptial entertainment 
included an engagement party 
hosted by the bride’s parents 
at the Three Olives Restau-
rant in Williamsburg. A bridal 
shower luncheon was hosted 
by Mrs. Megan Florakis, Mrs. 
Helen Stephenson, Mrs. Lea 
McDonough, Mrs. Maryann 
Florakis, Mrs. Crystal Flora-
kis, Mrs. Denise McDonough 
and Miss Samantha Golubosky 
at Kingsmill on the James in 
Williamsburg. A miscellaneous 
bridal shower was given by 
Mrs. Anne Jones, Mrs. Kathy 
Humphreys, Mrs. Marlene 
Miller, and Ms. Beverly Shultz 
in the Jones home in Burgess.

A rehearsal dinner was 
hosted by the groom’s parents 
in the Grand Ballroom at the 
Jefferson Hotel in Richmond.

The reception, held at the 
Jefferson, was hosted by the 
bride’s parents with the eve-
ning beginning in the rotunda 
with cocktails and music pro-
vided by the Mark Troxell Trio 
followed by dining and dancing 
in the Empire Room.

After a honeymoon in Ber-
muda, the couple will reside 
in Mechanicsville. The bride 
is employed with Reach Maga-
zine as a marketing consultant 
in Richmond. The groom is 
a territory manager with U.S. 
Food Service in Richmond.

Jones-Konstant wedding held
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Paul Jones III

Tyler Sparks Brent
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125 S. Main St. • Kilmarnock
(804) 435-XMAS (9627)

Open 7 Days a Week
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You could say it in email, phone it in, or text message it over
OR you could savor the pleasure of writing it 

on the most beautiful paper you can put your hands on

 Once a Year Die Sale
FREE name OR monogram AND return address die

From now until March 1st (Plus take an additional 20% off)

758-0046
Urbanna

The Rappahannock Founda-
tion for the Arts will present 
the third program in its 2007-
08 On Stage series with a con-
cert by the New York Chamber 
Soloists February 9. 

The concert, sponsored by 
the River Counties Commu-
nity Foundation, will begin at 
8 p.m., at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater in Kilmarnock. 
For ticket information, call 
435-0292.

Acclaimed as an outstanding 
ensemble of distinguished vir-
tuosi often playing solo roles, 
the group performs a diverse 
repertoire including works by 
Bach, Handel, Mozart, Saint-
Saens, Telemann and Vivaldi. 
The Baltimore Sun describes 
the group as “an ensemble of 
extraordinary musicians. Each 
is a master technician, and each 
is capable of personally pro-
jecting interpretive insights.”

Founded in 1957, the nine-
member ensemble features 
strings, winds, and keyboard 
and has helped to expand the 
audience for chamber music. 
Defined as classical instrument 
music written for a small group, 
chamber music was often origi-
nally intended for performance 
in a large room or a small con-

From left, The New York Chamber Soloists inlcude (front 
row) Ynez (viola), Adam Grabois (cello), Curtis Macomber 
(violin), Elizabeth Metcalfe (harpsicord), and Lis Stokes 
Chin (double bass); (next row) Jennifer Grim (flute), Melvin 
Kaplan (oboe) and Michael Roth (violin).

Chamber group to give On Stage concert 

“Sailing into the Unknown: 
the Quest for the Giant Squid” 
will be explored by Dr. Clyde 
Roper when he speaks at 
the Lancaster Community 
Library’s Sundays at Two event 
Sunday, January 20.

Dr. Roper recently retired 
as a marine biologist in the 
Department of Invertebrate 
Zoology at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Natural 
History. His research specialty 
is the biology, behavior, diver-
sity and distribution of squids, 
octopuses and cuttlefishes, 
collectively know as cephalo-
pods.

Dr. Roper and a colleague 
from the University of Hawaii 
were pioneers in the study 
of Bioluminescence (cool, 
“living” light, similar to fire-
flies) in living deep-sea squids 
and fishes. His most recent 
research passion has been the 
quest to find and film a living 
giant squid in its natural habi-
tat, thousands of feet down in 
the deep sea. 

In addition to publishing 
150 scientific papers, books 
and general magazine articles, 
Dr. Roper is a frequent lecturer 
and consultant on marine biol-
ogy in educational programs, 
public museums and aquaria, 
exhibitions, websites and 
on Smithsonian Associates’ 
Study Tours and cruise ships. 
His research on giant squid 
has resulted in three television 
documentaries: National Geo-
graphic Television, Discov-
ery Channel and First Person, 
which won the 2001 Earth-
watch Film Award.

A strong advocate for public 

Giant squid quest opens
Sundays at Two series

Dr. Clyde Roper

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Fletcher 
were in Springfield last weekend 
with their son and family, Mr. 
and Mrs. David Fletcher, Riley, 
Will and 3-month-old Larkin. 
On Sunday, they attended the 
baptism of Larkin at the his-
toric Pohick Episcopal Church. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Siekman of 
Springfield, the maternal grand-
parents, were also in attendance.

Mrs. Ruth Dameron returned 
home last Wednesday after three 
weeks in Henrico Doctors Hos-
pital, Richmond. She is reported 
recovering nicely.

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Baer 
returned last week from a 7-
day New Year’s Eve Caribbean 
cruise. Upon their return, they 
visited Mrs. Baer’s sister, Mrs. 
Patricia Acho, in Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla.

Mr. and Mrs. John Taliaferro 
were in Richmond last week 
where they visited their son and 
his family, Paul and Tari Talia-
ferro and their infant twin sons, 
Max and Shane Taliaferro.

Mrs. Pauline Voss is receiving 
therapy at Walter Reed Rehabili-
tation Center in Gloucester fol-
lowing injuries suffered in a fall 
at her home.

Aaron and Shaune Colliver 
and son, Braydon, of Ashburn, 
spent the weekend with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Proctor, on Jarvis Point. Brad 
and Shannon Lipsteuer and chil-
dren, Bradley, Ella and Jack, of 
Charlotte, N.C., are expected to 
be with the Proctors this week-
end.

Miss Amber Saunders of 
Los Angeles, Calif., and Miss 
Tiffany Saunders of Northern 
Virginia have returned to their 
homes after visiting the parents, 
Sandy and Patty Saunders.

�����
����

Scott Pierce and Reid Pierce 
Armstrong are delighted to 
announce the birth of their 
daughter, Elinor Arden Pierce. 

“Arden” was born at 
Memorial Regional Hospi-
tal in Hanover at 4:44 a.m. on 
January 5, 2008, weighing 7 
pounds, 5 ounces and stretch-
ing 20 inches long. 

She joins big brother Sawyer, 
18 months, and two canine com-
panions, Tucker and Duncan, at 
the family’s home in Heaths-
ville. Half-brother Justin, 10, is 
attending school in Oceanside, 
Calif., and will meet his new 
sister when he visits for spring 
break.

Arden’s maternal grandpar-
ents, Anne and John Armstrong 
of Lottsburg and McLean, spent 
last week at their daughter’s 
house cooking countless gour-
met meals, chasing after their 
toddler grandson and helping 
the mom and dad adjust to life 
with two babies. 

Paternal grandparents, Wil-
liam and Dale Guzzetta of 
Calimesa, Calif., plan to make 
the trek across country with 
assorted uncles, aunts and cous-
ins later this winter to meet the 
new addition. 

Ms. Pierce Armstrong, a 

Elinor “Arden” Pierce

cert hall.
Through their skilled and 

innovative programs, the New 
York Chamber Soloists have 
maintained a niche in the cham-
ber music world. More than 25 
compositions have been writ-
ten for them. Most recently, 
the group has commissioned 
new works for children, includ-
ing “Ferdinand the Bull,” from 
noted American composer 
Hugh Aitken. They have also 
recently commissioned a set 
of works based on scenes from 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonder-
land and Through the Looking 
Glass. 

The Chamber Soloists have 
appeared frequently in New 
York City at the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art and the 
Lincoln Center, and in Wash-
ington, D.C., at the Library of 
Congress, the National Acad-

emy of Sciences, the Kennedy 
Center and the National Gal-
lery of Art. They also have 
performed at major universities 
across the country and at the 
Mostly Mozart, Sun Valley and 
Caramoor Festivals. The group 
has been in residence at the 
Vermont Mozart festival every 

What: On Stage Concert
Who: New York 
          Chamber Soloists
When: 8 p.m., February 9
Where: LMS Theater,      
  Kilmarnock
Tickets: 435-0292

summer since the festival’s 
inception in 1974.

Internationally, they have 
compiled an impressive record 
of repeat engagements in North 
America, 11 European tours, 
six Latin American tours, and 
numerous tours of the Far East 
and South Pacific.

understanding of the deep 
oceans, Dr. Roper uses the 
giant squid as an icon to intro-
duce people to Inner Space, the 
deep sea. He further engages 
people in discovering about 
the oceans by teaching squid 
and octopus cooking classes.

His research has taken him 
throughout the world’s oceans 
on surface ships, in submers-
ibles and scuba diving. His 
writings, lectures and educa-
tional programs emphasize 
the critical importance of the 
oceans and their myriad inhab-
itants in the world’s ecosys-
tem.

He holds adjunct profes-
sor positions at the George 
Washington University, the 
University of Miami School 
of Marine Sciences, and Mote 
Marine Laboratory in Sara-
sota. He serves on advisory 
boards of the Bermuda Under-
water Exploration Institute, 
the Mote Marine Laboratory 
and Aquarium, the Eagle Hill 
Field Station in Maine, the 
Smithsonian Marine Station 
in Florida, and the Seacoast 
Aquarium in New Hampshire.

His contributions to marine 
science and education have 
been recognized by several 
organizations including an 
Honorary Doctorate from 
Transylvania University 
(1997), a Fellow in the Explor-
er’s Club (2000), Omicron 
Delta Kappa, the National 
Leadership Honor Society 
(1998), the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award by peers in the 
Cephalopod International 
Advisory Council (2000) 
of which he was a found-
ing member, the Earthwatch 
Institute Film Award (2001), 
Who’s Who in Science and 
American Men and Women in 
Science, Smithsonian Maga-
zine’s 2005 anniversary issue 
profile of “35 Who Made a 
Difference,” and selection to 
the International Biographi-
cal Centre inaugural edition 
of “Leading Scientists of the 
World 2006.” An Urbanna 
resident, his “spare time” is 
spent close to the water, sail-
ing, beach combing and put-
tering around in boats.

The free program will begin 
at 2 p.m. at the library on 
School Street in Kilmarnock.

������

writer and photographer for 
the Rappahannock Record, 
reported that she made it to the 
hospital ‘in the nick of time’ 
and was lucky to find her local 
obstetrician Dr. Kay Stout of 
Virginia Woman’s Center on 
call to deliver the baby. She is 
recovering well and plans to 
return to work in late February. 

In the meantime, she is 
keeping her fingers nimble, 
her photography skills sharp 
and her wits about her on the 
family blog: pierce-armstrong.
blogspot.com. 

Mr. Pierce, a building con-
tractor and developer, sur-
vived three nights sleeping in a 
cramped hospital chair quietly 
making plans for his daughter 
to be an Olympic snowboarder/
runway model/Harvard law 
student.

The Archeological Society 
of Virginia recently estab-
lished a new chapter in the 
Middle Peninsula.

Meetings will be held at 
the courthouse on the corner 
of Court and Church streets 
in Mathews. Meeting will 

be from 7 to 9 p.m. on the 
first Monday of every month 
starting February 4.

Members will be notified 
of an alternate location if 
Mathews County is using 
the courthouse on meeting 
night.

The club will conduct 
“digs” and other research in 
the local area and elsewhere. 
This activity will teach more 
about the history of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 
Contact Jackie Wareham at 
804-725-1454.

Archeological Society to organize local chapter
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The event is free to the public.

Join us at Stratford as we honor the 201st birthday of Robert E. Lee:
• Special “Lee for Children” tours at 11:30, 12:30, 1:30 and 2:30
• Photo opportunities with General Lee, portrayed by Al Stone
• Scavenger hunt for children with prizes
• Period music by Evergreen Shade
• Special exhibit featuring rarely seen Lee family artifacts
• Refreshments served in the Visitor Center

Sponsored by the Lee-Jackson Educational Foundation.

483 Great House Road, Stratford, Virginia 22558
  (804) 493-8038  ���www.StratfordHall.org

Located on Route 214 off Route 3 in Westmoreland County

Standard rates apply for regular tours of the Great House and grounds.

January 19th

is Lee’s birthday, 
but you’ll be 

the one getting 
the present.

SHP-1086 Lee Ad 5.75x9 Mech.indd1   1 1/10/08   5:03:57 PM

Serving:
Middlesex
Mathews
Lancaster
Northumberland

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

urtains & Shades, LLC
Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887

Courtesy In-Home Consultations

DULL scissor and knives?
Get them SHARPENED!

�������������������
����������������������

is hosting a

Scissors and Knife Sharpening Day
(to be conducted by a Professional Sharpener)

Thursday, January 24, 2008
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

(or drop your items off ahead of time)

Please call for more information.

4395 Irvington Road
Irvington, Virginia 22480
Phone: 804-438-9500

Hours:
Monday-Saturday

10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

The 29th Annual Rappahan-
nock River Waterfowl Show 
will be open to the public 
March 15 and 16 in White 
Stone.

More than 90 artists are reg-
istered for the show, all with 
wildfowl-related art in a vari-
ety of forms including original 
paintings, decorative wildfowl 
carvings, bronze sculpture, 
folk art carvings, gunning 
style decoys, prints, jewelry 
and antique decoys.

The artist-of-the-year is 
Sharon Shacochis of Newport 
News. A native of Reedville, 
Shacochis has completed a 
special painting of Smith Point 
Lighthouse with buffleheads 
for this show and color prints 
will be given out both days. 
Guests at the Preview Night 
will receive signed and num-
bered prints.

The Preview Night Gala is a 
special evening March 14 for 
guests to enjoy the artwork, 
and perhaps purchase a paint-
ing or carving early. Invita-
tions will be mailed by the end 
of January. Advance tickets are 
required by March 7.

The Rappahannock Decoy 
Carvers and Collectors Guild 
will hold its annual carving 
competition March 15 next 

door to the firehouse. Classes 
for a variety of wildfowl carv-
ings will be offered. I.W.C.A. 
rules will be followed. The first 
annual world buoy body decoy 
contest will be a special part of 
this competition.

Some of the artists and carv-
ers include Art LaMay of Palm 
Coast, Fla., Bradley Jackson of 
Weathersfield, Vt., Vince Cie-
sielski of Harrisburg, Pa., John 
Shaw of King George, Bill 
Bolin of Midlothian, Charles 
and Bob Jobes of Havre de 
Grace, Md., David Turner of 
Turner Sculpture of Onley, 
Ned Ewell of Cockeysville, 
Md., Chuck Robertson of Lin-
ville Falls, N.C., and Ed Hatch 
of Spring Grove.

Show hours will be Satur-
day, March 15, from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and Sunday, March 16, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admis-
sion is $8; children under 12 
are free.

The Rappahannock River 
Waterfowl Show will be held 
at the White Stone firehouse 
and all proceeds benefit the 
operations of the White Stone 
Volunteer Fire Department.

For information on the show 
or the Preview Night Gala, call 
435-6355, email info@rrws.
org, or visit www.rrws.org.

Waterfowl show to return

Sharon Shacochis is the Artist-of-the-Year for the 29th 
annual Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show.

Robert E. Lee’s Birthday 
Celebration will be held at 
Stratford Hall January 19.

Activities are planned from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. honor-
ing the 201st anniversary of 
Robert E. Lee’s birth at Strat-
ford Hall in Westmoreland 
County.

Lee for Children tours will 
begin at 11:30 a.m., 12:30 
p.m., 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 
p.m.

Other activities will 
include photo opportunities 

with General Lee portrayed 
by Al Stone; a scavenger hunt 
for children with prizes; and 
period music by Evergreen 
Shade. A special exhibit will 
feature rarely seen Lee family 
artifacts and refreshments 
will be served in the Visitor 
Center.

The free event is spon-
sored by the Lee-Jackson 
Educational Foundation. 

Standard admission applies 
for regular tours of the Great 
House and grounds. 

Celebrate Lee’s birthday
with a visit to Stratford

Robert Ergenbright, bass-
baritone, and Elizabeth Foun-
tain, pianist/accompanist, will 
present an evening of music 
January 25 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Warsaw Baptist Church.

The performance marks the 
third Rappahannock Concert 
Association program for the 
2007-08 series.

Ergenbright graduated 
with a bachelor’s in music 
from Emory and Henry Col-
lege and a master’s in vocal 
performance from Catholic 
University. He studied opera 
performance and produc-
tion at Boston University 
and Florida State University. 
During the Viet Nam era he 
sang with the “Sea Chanters,” 
the vocal group with the U. 
S. Navy Band in Washington, 
D.C., where he also narrated 
and emceed concerts at the 
Watergate, the Commerce 
Auditorium, and the U.S. 
Capitol. 

He has performed with 
Opera Associations in Wash-
ington, D.C., Ithaca, Boston, 
St. Paul, Knoxville and Nash-
ville.

Fountain is an accomplished 
pianist, vocalist, composer, 

Ergenbright and Fountain
to give concert January 25

Robert Ergenbright

Chesapeake Academy will 
host two “Discovery Days” this 
winter to present age-appro-
priate activities centered on 
popular children’s literature to 
families with young children. 

Jan Brett’s book, The Mitten, 
a Ukranian folktale, will be the 
centerpiece at the first Discov-
ery Day January 26 from 9 to 
10:30 a.m. Brett’s picture book 
tells the story of Nikki, a young 
boy who has lost a mitten in the 
snow and the animals who try 
to make a home of it. 

Activities to reinforce the 

story include child-led retell-
ings with felt story-boards, 
theatrical re-enactments, math-
ematical and memory games 
and other activities.

A second Discovery Day 
will be held February 23 with 
activities based on A Story by 
Gail Haley, who is scheduled 
to visit the school later in the 
year. 

Discovery Days are open to 
all families in the community. 
To reserve a space to attend 
one or both Discovery Days, 
call Hilary Scott at 435-5575.

The first Rappahannock Art 
League Art Forum of 2008 
will meet Monday, January 28, 
at the Studio Gallery on Main 
Street in Kilmarnock at 1 p.m. 
and continue its tradition of 
showing the winning entries of 
the Virginia Watercolor Society 
annual show.  

The exhibiting RAL art-
ists juried into the 2007 show 
included Mary Jo Beswick, who 
received an Award of Merit, 
Jacquie Colligan, Bonnie Cook, 
Susan Crave Rosen, Sarah 
Soderlund, Jane Stouffer and 
Marge Van Etten. They have 
been invited to speak about their 
paintings during the forum. 

RAL member Dorothy 
Grebos and former RAL exhib-
iting artist Phyllis Greenway 
also were accepted into the 
show. The exhibition was held 
at the Charles H. Taylor Arts 
Center in Hampton from Sep-
tember 15 to October 19.

The juror was painter, teacher 
and author Christopher Schink. 

“My criteria for selecting 
admissions to the exhibit and 
for awarding prizes is simple. I 
picked the paintings I liked, the 
works that excited and engaged 
me, the paintings in which I 
sensed the artist’s imagination, 
creativity and sincere involve-
ment,” Schink said.

The RAL is a member of 
the Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts Statewide Partnership Pro-
gram. The forum is open to the 
public.

Academy to hold 
‘Discovery Days’

Teacher Sandy Johnson helps kindergartners Matthew Sea-
wood and Dylan Dickson re-create the story of The Mitten 
by Jan Brett using felt characters. 

and teacher from the Wash-
ington, D.C., area. She lives 
in Montross. As a chamber 
pianist, she is a performing 
member of the Friday Morn-
ing Music Club in Washington 
and sings with the Metropoli-
tan Chorus in Arlington. 

Subscriptions, group tick-
ets, and single-concert tickets 
will be on sale at the concert. 
For rates, call 493-9522, or 
visit rappahannock-concerts.
org.

Art forum
to exhibit
watercolors

The lunchtime lecture series 
at Rosewell Visitor Center in 
Gloucester will continue at noon 
January 30 with a presentation 
by architectural historian Mark 
Wenger, who will share the bird’s-
eye perspective he gained from an 
aerial inspection of the Rosewell 
ruin.

Helen C. Rountree, author of 
Pocahantas, Powhatan, Ope-
chancanough: Three Indian Lives 
Changed by Jamestown, will 
discuss her research on Virginia 
Indians for the final lecture in the 
series at noon, February 13.

Participants may bring their 
own lunch; soft drinks will be 
availale for purchase.

The presentation is included 
in the regular site admission of  
$4 for adults and $2 for children 
ages 6 to 12. Admission is free to 
Rosewell Foundation members 
and volunteers.

To reserve a seat at any of the 
lectures, call the visitor center at 
693-2585.

Lunchtime 
lecture series 
under way

“ I  D o ”
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^ 1/22^

Low 5:04 -0.3’
High 11:17 1.7’
Low 5:55 -0.2’
High 11:36 1.4’

^ 1/23^

Low 5:56 -0.3’
High 12:04 1.7’
Low 6:39 -0.2’

^ 1/24^

High 12:23 1.4’
Low 6:45 -0.2’
High 12:48 1.6’
Low 7:21 -0.2’

^ 1/25^

High 1:08 1.4’
Low 7:32 -0.2’
High 1:30 1.5’
Low 8:01 -0.2’

^ 1/22^

Sunrise 7:17
Moonset 7:29
Sunset 5:18
Moonrise 5:34

^ 1/23^

Sunrise 7:16
Moonset 8:05
Sunset 5:19
Moonrise 6:45

^ 1/24^

Sunrise 7:16
Moonset 8:34
Sunset 5:20
Moonrise 7:53

^ 1/25^

Sunrise 7:15
Moonset 8:59
Sunset 5:21
Moonrise 8:57

Tue 1/22

Full - 8:34 �
Wed 1/23

�
Thu 1/24

�
Fri 1/25

�

^ 1/18^

Low 1:01 -0.1’
High 7:23 1.5’
Low 2:16 0.0’
High 7:47 1.1’

^ 1/19^

Low 2:07 -0.1’
High 8:29 1.6’
Low 3:19 0.0’
High 8:52 1.2’

^ 1/20^

Low 3:10 -0.2’
High 9:30 1.6’
Low 4:16 -0.1’
High 9:51 1.3’

^ 1/21^

Low 4:09 -0.2’
High 10:26 1.7’
Low 5:07 -0.2’
High 10:45 1.3’

^ 1/18^

Moonset 3:34
Sunrise 7:19
Moonrise 1:02
Sunset 5:14

^ 1/19^

Moonset 4:46
Sunrise 7:18
Moonrise 2:00
Sunset 5:15

^ 1/20^

Moonset 5:51
Sunrise 7:18
Moonrise 3:07
Sunset 5:16

^ 1/21^

Moonset 6:46
Sunrise 7:17
Moonrise 4:20
Sunset 5:17

��������������� ������� �

Fri 1/18

�
Sat 1/19

�
Sun 1/20

�
Mon 1/21

�
PM times are in boldface type.

Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© BenETech 2008 (misc@benetech.net)
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Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

1686 Waverly Ave. Kilmarnock, VA

Visit us at: www.chesapeakeboatbasin.com
Toll Free 877-482-4287- Local 804-435-3110
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Sports
by Lisa Hinton -Valdrighi
Ashley Ransome scored 21 

points to lead a trio of double- 
digit scorers for Lancaster last 
Thursday as the varsity Lady 
Devils picked up a Northern 
Neck District opening win over 
Washington and Lee, 62-41. 

Lancaster jumped ahead 
early with a 12-0 run during a 
three-minute span in the first 
quarter. Alex Henderson sank 
the first of two free throws to 
break a nearly four-minute dry 
spell for W&L with 26 seconds 
to play in the first quarter. Lan-
caster ended the period with an 
18-5 lead.

Ransome scored six of her 
game-high 21 in the opening 
minutes and ended strong with 
nine points in the final eight 
minutes. 

Andrea White scored 16 for 
Lancaster and Tyesha Harvey 
added 11. 

Kelisha Johnson led the 
Eagles with 17 points. She 
scored 12 in the fourth quar-
ter. Ashley Farmer and Caro-
line Young added 10 each for 
W&L. 

Lancaster will be back in 
action tonight (January 17) at 

Lady Red Devils win district opener, 62-41

Lancaster and W&L players eye a loose ball during a Northern Neck District varsity game 
last week.

Ashley Ransome of Lancaster drives by a W&L defender to 
score two of her game-high 21 points.

DaJuan Brooks and Trevin 
Wilson scored 21 points each as 
Washington and Lee beat Lan-
caster, 72-66, in overtime in a 
Northern Neck District varsity 
opener for the Devils. 

Brooks scored seven of his 
team’s nine points in the extra 
minutes as the Eagles secured the 
win with a 9-4 run. 

The Devils were held to a pair 
of free throws by Joseph Betts 
and a field goal by Quinton Hen-
derson in overtime. 

Betts led all scorers with 23 

points, 15 of which came in the 
second half. He was nearly per-
fect from the foul line, hitting 
11-of-13 on the night, including 
9-of-9 in the second half. 

Henderson scored 18 points 
for Lancaster and Tevin Moore 
added 11. 

After trailing by 10 at the half, 
Lancaster played catch-up with a 
15-10 run in the third and a 19-14 
run in the fourth to end regulation 
in a 63-63 tie. 

Danny Jones helped keep 
W&L in the contest, scoring 

eight of the Eagles’ 14 points in 
the fourth quarter. He finished 
with 16. 

Lancaster will host Essex in its 
second district game tomorrow 
night (January 18). 

Lancaster....10  17  15  19  3 — 66
W&L...........15   22  10  14  9 — 72
Lancaster — Betts 23, Baker 1, 
Veney 0, Noel 7, Henderson 18, 
Moore 11, Jenkins 0, Kuykendall 
4. Three-point goals: Betts. 
W&L — Taylor 0, Burrell 0, Carey 
2, Brooks 21, Jones 16, Wilson 21, 
Tate 2, Johnson 6, Kelly 2. Three-
point goals: Brooks. 

Washington and Lee beats
Lancaster in overtime, 72-66

Varsity boys basketball 
W&L 72, Lancaster 66
JV boys basketball
Lancaster 45, W&L 39
Varsity girls basketball 
Lancaster 62, W&L 41
Wrestling
New Kent Invitational
1. Morehead (NC) 206. 2. New 
Kent 197.5. 3. Brentsville 143. 
4. Lancaster 94. 5. Mathews 
88.

Upcoming Games
Varsity/JV boys 
basketball 
(JV 6 p.m.; varsity 7:30 p.m.)
January 18:
Essex at Lancaster 
Rappahannock at W&L

January 19:
Lancaster at Colonial Beach
Northumberland at Caroline
Varsity/JV girls basketball
January 17:
Lancaster at Essex
W&L at Rappahannock 
January 18:
Northumberland at King Wil-
liam
January 24:
Northumberland at W&L
Wrestling
January 19:
Lancaster at Madison Duals
Northumberland at Northwood 
Tournament
Indoor track
January 18-19:
Northumberland at Asics High 
School Invitational
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A pancake supper fund- 
raiser will be held at the 
Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Center in Lively January 
26 from 5 to 7 p.m. to sup-
port renovation of the Rec-
reation Center’s ball f ield.

Will Barrack, a life 
Scout and member of Boy 
Scout Troop 222, received 
approval from the Ruri-
tan board and scout com-

mittees to undertake the 
renovation. The park estab-
lished by the Rurian group 
hosted many games from 
the late 1960s through the 
1980s.

Tickets will be available 
throughout the area. They 
are $7.50 for adults and $4 
for children 10 and under. 
For ticket information, call 
Barrack at 462-5638.

Lancaster’s JV boys held 
Washington and Lee to five 
points in the first quarter as 
the Red Devils took the lead 
for good in a 45-39 Northern 
Neck District win last Friday. 

Roger Lee scored five first 
period points to match all of 
W&L’s scoring in the period. 
Greg McCray added four 
points as Lancaster took a 13-5 
lead in the opening minutes. 

The Devils led 27-15 at the 

half before hitting an offensive 
wall themselves. Lancaster 
was held to a five-point third 
period that included a pair of 
field goals by Jahaid Howard 
and a free throw by Lee. 

Lee led the Devils with 14 
points and Howard finished 
with 10. 

Washington and Lee’s 
Dorian Garner led all scorers 
with 19 points. 

The JV Devils will host 

Essex tomorrow night, Janu-
ary 18, and will go to Colonial 
Beach Saturday, January 19. 

Lancaster..........13  14  5  13 — 45
W&L..................5  10  10  14 — 39

Lancaster — Shepard 4, Gibson 
5, Laws 0, McCray 8, Howard 10, 
Yerby 2, Morris 0, Jones 2, Lee 14. 
Three-point goals: Lee. 
Washington and Lee — Williams 
7, Jones 0, Jackson 0, Garner 
19, Campbell 9, Burrell 4, Sydnor 
0, Wilson 0. Three-point goals: 
Campbell 2, Williams. 

JV Devils take lead early, hold on for win

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster’s wrestlers beat 

out seven larger schools and 
their Region A nemesis to 
finish fourth in the 12-team 
New Kent Invitational last Sat-
urday. 

Morehead High School, the 
defending AAA runner-up in 
North Carolina, won the invi-
tational with 206 points. Host 
New Kent was second with 
197.5, Brentsville third with 
143, Lancaster fourth with 94 
and Mathews fifth with 88. 
Lancaster and Tidewater Dis-
trict’s Mathews were the only 
Group A teams in the tourna-
ment. 

“The team did well, consid-
ering the level of competition,” 
said LHS coach Craig Oren. 
“Finishing so high against 
bigger schools and beating 
Mathews were accomplish-
ments.”

Three Red Devils took silver 
in the invitational, including 
Sam Frere who went 3-1 in 
the 140 weight class. Ibraheem 
Bullock also went 3-1 to take 
second among 145-pounders 
and Robert Lally was 3-1 as the 
runner-up among 152-pound-
ers. 

Renan Beltran went 3-1 in the 
160 class, but finished third. 

In the 103 division, Robert 
Wineland placed fourth for 
Lancaster after going 2-2. 

Charlie Miller (135) and 
Brian Jones (HW) also went 2-
2 on the day, but did not place. 
Jones pinned opponents from 

Lancaster wrestlers best nemesis,
place fourth in New Kent Invitational

Sam Frere was one of three Red Devils to bring home a silver medal from last weekend’s 
New Kent Invitational. (Photo by Dr. Rick Wineland)

On Wednesday, January 23, 
the Seahorses will host the Top 
25 nationally-ranked Benedic-
tine High School.

The Cadets are ranked No.1 in 
the Richmond Times-Dispatch 
Top Ten Poll, and have beaten 
Oak Hill Academy, which at the 

time was the No. 1 ranked team 
in the country. The action starts 
at 6 p.m. in Yarbrough Gym. 

 With wins last week over 
Norfolk Academy, 80-68, and 
St. Christopher’s School, 58-55, 
the Christchurch School boys 
varsity team remains undefeated 

in the Virginia Prep League and 
has stepped up to a No. 5 spot 
in the VIS State Basketball Divi-
sion I rankings ahead of Norfolk 
Collegiate, Episcopal High 
School, Collegiate, Flint Hill, 
Hargrave Military and Wood-
berry Forest.

From left are head coach Glen Taylor, coach Don Harris, T.J. Williams, Jack Wallin, Coron 
Williams, Deion Walker, Sam Miller, Eddie Prato, Josh Johnson, Micah Keller, Kyle Egerton, 
Chris Mizelle, Martiz Washington, Tamico Nelson and Noble Cunningham.

Seahorses to host high-ranked Benedictine

Renovation fund-raiser set

Essex, then host Rappahan-
nock next Friday, January 25.
W&L..................5   9    6   21 — 41
Lancaster........18  10  12  22 — 62

W&L — Farmer 10, Brooks 0, Lee 
0, Henderson 3, Johnson 17, 
Veney 1, Young 10. Three-point 
goals: Johnson. 

Lancaster — Harvey 1, Wiggins 
4, D. Jones 3, Ransome 21, T. 
Jones 7, White 16. Three-point 
goals: Harvey, T. Jones, White. 

Petersburg and Nottoway. 
“Brian had a good tourna-

ment as a first-year wrestler,” 
said Oren. 

The Devils will be on the 
road again this weekend when 
they travel to the Madison 
Duals on Saturday, January 19. 
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(804) 642-6461 • Gloucester Point

Porch Rockers • Gliders 
Windmills • Adirondack 
Chairs • Wishing Wells

Lighthouses • Mailboxes
Wagon Wheels • Arbors  
Wheelbarrows • Swings
Water Pumps • Bridges

Victorian Swings • Tables
Water troughs • A-Frames  

Charles “Andrew “ Wilkins, 
the son of Chuck and Tammy 
Wilkins of Callao, received his 
Eagle Scout Award January 5 
at Bethany Baptist Church in 
Callao.  

Rep.Rob Wittman was the 
guest speaker. He presented 
Wilkins with a Virginia flag. 
Rep. Wittman also announced 
that Wilkins would be recog-
nized on the floor of the U. S. 
House of Representatives in 
the near future.

Wilkins  has been a member 
of Troop 250 since September 
of 2002.  His scouting accom-
plishments include 21 merit 
badges and 47 nights camp-
ing. He served as Senior Patrol 
Leader from 2003 to 2005 and 
is an Ordeal Member of the 
Order of the Arrow.

Wilkins is a senior at Nor-
thumberland High School. He 
plans to enter the Coast Guard 

Wilkins earns Eagle Scout

From left are Rep. Rob Wittman, Eagle Scout Andrew Wilkins 
and Boy Scout Troop 250 Scoutmaster Bob Parker.

after graduation.
He is a member of the Callao 

Volunteer Fire Department 
and Callao Volunteer Rescue 
Squad. In 2006, he was named 
Junior Fireman of the Year and 
in 2007, he was named Rookie 
of the Year by the rescue squad

He is an Emergency Medical 
Technician and Firefighter 1.

Wilkins is employed by Bay-
Quest Fishing Charters and 
Wilkins Lawn Service.

He is also active in the Nor-
thumberland High School 
JROTC and FFA.

For his Eagle Project, Wilkins 
coordinated the construction 
of a Northumberland County 
Fallen Heroes Memorial in 
front of the Sheriff’s Office in 
Heathsville.

The monument is a memorial 
to Deputy Sheriff John Sanford 
who was killed in the line of 
duty in 2005.

Santa surprises Lady 9-holers
Santa delivered special monogrammed hats to the Ladies 
9-holers at their annual Christmas party at the Tartan Golf 
Course. From left are, (front row) Lynn Jones, Susan Burch, 
Lynda Muller, Carol Hanes, Cathy Chagalis; (next row) Ellen 
Tracey, Barbara Lovell, Nancy Sturm, Glenda Sharpe, Peggy 
Sevila, Rosemarie Smallwood, June Horn and Christine 
Hayes.

Lady Seahorses improve to 7-3
Recent wins over St. Margaret’s School in Tappahannock, 52-27, and Richmond Christian 
School, 51-31, lifts the Christchurch School girls basketball team record to 7-3.  From 
left are (front row) Laura Ransone, Catherine Harris, Chili Childress; (next row) manager 
Nicholas Przybyl, Kaylee Oliver, Sarah Jones, Madeleine Przybyl, Roagan Hart, Erika Rob-
inson and manager J.F. Frank.
 

Seven tables of bridge were 
in play January 8 at Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Canterbury.

Winners north/south were 
first, Arden Durham and Dianne 
Monroe; second, Jim Hazel and 
Virginia Adair; and third, Mary 
Andrews and Betty Thornton.

Winners east/west were 
first, Alice Slember and Millie 
Wiley; second, Teensa Wil-
liams and Pat Hurlbut; and 
third, Ronnie Gerster and Judy 
Peifer.

The next bridge for this 
group is January 29 at 1 p.m.

Five tables of duplicate 
bridge were in play at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone 
January 9.

Winners north/south were 
first, Judy Peifer and Virginia 
Adair; and second, Dianne 
Monroe and Babs Murphy.

Winners east/west were first, 
Terry Carter and Bill Howard; 
and second, Carolyn Reed and 
Barbara Hubbard.

The next bridge for this 
group is Thursday, January 17.
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Although it’s the middle of 
winter, boat shows and warm 
weather have many boaters 
thinking of spring and the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary is planning its 
boating safety courses.

Flotilla commanders recently 
met in Richmond with divi-
sion captain Joe Riley to plan 
for 2008. All flotillas division-
wide, including those serving 
the Northern Neck, Middle 
Peninsula, Hanover, Rich-
mond and Petersburg, have set 
their Safe Boating Education 
Schedules.

“We are well prepared” said 
Riley, “We are expecting a 
large increase in people taking 
the courses to comply with the 
new Virginia Boating Educa-
tion law being phased in start-
ing July.”

Last year, volunteers con-
tributed over 40,000 hours to 
promote safe boating through 
educational classes, provid-
ing free vessel safety checks, 
patrolling, conducting Search 
and Rescue missions and 
assisting the Coast Guard Sta-
tions in the area.

“The auxiliary membership 
is made up of men and women 
from all walks of life who have 
a great deal of experience on 
the water or no experience at 
all,” said Riley. “There are 
many opportunities in a vari-
ety of positions that can help 
the general public become 
safer boaters.”

To take a Safe Boating 
Course, contact Don Galla-
gher at 435-2084, or to find out 
more about the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, contact John Mill at 
436-0805.

The Northern Neck Sail 
and Power Squadron (NNSPS) 
will offer the America Boat-
ing Course from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. February 9 and 16 at 
St. Andrews Church Hall in 
Kilmarnock.

A second class is set March 
3 and 8 from 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Northumberland Public Library 
in Heathsville.

The program introduces boat-
ers to boat types, hull forms and 
propulsion systems. It covers 
topics such as boat-handling 
skills, basic knots and hitches, 
required and recommended 
equipment, navigation lights, 

aids to navigation and Coast 
Guard safety standards. The 
course also shows how boaters 
can prepare for and overcome 
emergencies such as ground-
ing, capsizing, man overboard 
and hypothermia.

To register, contact education 
officer Twy Williams at 529-
5093, or twynan@msn.com.

Former commander Dave 
Cook will instruct both ses-
sions. Cook has recently 
achieved senior navigator status 
in the power squadron after 
completing its full schedule of 
members-only courses.

Since its beginning in 2003, 

NNSPS has offered its mem-
bers a substantial program of 
courses and ranked at or above 
the national organization’s 
yearly participation rate for 
member instruction. During the 
2007-08 instructional season, 
members have completed or 
are taking courses in weather, 
seamanship, sailing, engine 
maintenance, GPS navigation, 
and advanced piloting. Two 
members are also working on 
the advanced navigation level.

For information on NNSPS 
membership and access to 
member courses, call Gene 
Wolski at 453-5903.

Smith Point Sea Rescue assists boaters in their time of need. 
It monitors VHF Channel 16. Sea Rescue also may be reached 
through the Northumberland County Sheriff’s Office at 580-5221 
or 911, or www.smithpointsearescue.com.

In December, Smith Point Sea Rescue responded to three mis-
sions including: 

• December 9, sailboat aground.
• December 17, sailboat aground.
• December 30, powerboat aground.

Squadron announces boating classes

Auxiliaries plan boating courses

■ Boat show
The Fredericksburg Boat 

Show will be held January 25 
through 27 at the Fredericks-
burg Expo Center at 2371 Carl 
D. Silver Parkway in Freder-
icksburg. Fishing boats, yachts, 
ski boats, pontoon boats, bass 
boats, jet boats and personal 
watercraft will be displayed.

Hours are 1 to 9 p.m. Friday, 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 

■ Mid-Atlantic Show
The 55th annual Mid-Atlan-

tic Sports and Boat Show will 
be held January 19 through 27 
at the Virginia Beach Conven-
tion Center at 1000 19th Street 
in Virginia Beach. More than 
100 dealers and exhibitors will 
display all types of boats, boat-
ing supplies and related prod-
ucts.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturdays, noon to 5 p.m. Sun-
days and 5 to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Admission is 
$8 for adults, $2.50 for ages 6 
to 12 and free for ages 5 and 
younger.

■ Fishing Expo
The Richmond Fishing Expo 

will be held January 25 to 27 at 
the Richmond Raceway Com-
plex at 600 Laburnum Avenue 
in Richmond. The expo will 
feature more than 100 vendors 
representing fresh and saltwa-
ter tackle, marine electronics, 
boats, charters and guides. 
Seminars will address casting 
techniques; bass fishing, other 
freshwater fishing in Virginia; 
and saltwater fishing in the 
Atlantic, the Chesapeake Bay 
and tributaries.

Hours will be 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission will be $7 
for adults, $6 for seniors, $5 for 
ages 8 to 14 and free for ages 7 
and younger.

■ Richmond Boat Show
The 20th annual Richmond 

Boat Show will be held Feb-
ruary 14 through 17 at the 
Richmond Raceway Complex 
at 600 Laburnum Avenue in 
Richmond. More than 40 deal-
ers will participate. Boats on 
display will include runabouts, 
saltwater fishing boats, ski 
boats, pontoon boats, jet boats, 
personal water craft, motor 
yachts and bass boats.

Hours will be noon to 8 
p.m.Thursday and  Friday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. Admis-
sion will be $7 for adults, $2 
for ages 6 to 16 and free for 
ages 5 and younger. ■ Virginia Boat Show

The 53rd annual Virginia 
Boat Show will be held Janu-
ary 18 to 20 at The Showplace 
at 3000 Mechanicsville Turn-
pike in Richmond. More than 
60 brands of boats will be dis-
played, including runabouts, 
saltwater fishing boats, ski 
boats, pontoon boats, jet boats, 
personal water craft, motor 
yachts and bass boats.

Hours will be noon to 8 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sat-
urday and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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Sunday. Admission will be 
$6 for adults, $2 for ages 6 
to 16 and free for ages 5 and 
younger.

Sea Rescue Report

A Great 

Source 

for 

local sports
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■ Camping RV Expo
The 23rd annual Richmond 

Camping RV Expo will be held 
February 8 through 10 at the Rich-
mond Raceway Complex  at 600 
Laburnum Avenue in Richmond. 
Recreational vehicle dealers bring 
tent campers, travel trailers, hi-
line motorcoaches, park models, 
5th wheels, motorhomes, truck 
campers and vans. There will be 
campground information; and 
RV and camping accessories.

Hours will be noon to 8 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Satur-
day and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission will be $7 for adults, 
$2 for ages 6 to 16 and free for 
ages 5 and younger.

■ Outdoor show
The Fredericksburg Outdoor 

Show will be held February 8 
through 10 at the Fredericks-
burg Expo Center at  2371 Carl 
D. Silver Parkway in Freder-
icksburg. There will be hunting 
and fishing seminars, hunting 
and fishing outfitters, hunting 
and fishing trips and hunting 
and fishing gear.

Hours are 1 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, and 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 

■ Aeronautical luncheon
The Northern Neck/Middle 

Peninsula Chapter of the Vir-
ginia Aeronautical Historical 
Society will meet for lunch at 
noon January 17 at the Pilot 
House Restaurant in Topping.

The NASA speaker for the 
meeting is still pending, but a 
substitute program has been 
arranged by the chapter if nec-
essary. Visitors are welcome.

■ Little League
Registration for Northum-

berland County Little League 
will continue January 27, from 
1 to 4 p.m. at the Little League 
Complex.

Boys and girls, ages 5 to 18 
are eligible. First-time players 
are required to provide an orig-
inal or notorized copy of their 
birth certificate.

■ Dessert auction
The Lancaster Middle School 

■ Naked tree walk
Belle Isle State Park will host a 

naked tree walk at 10 a.m. Janu-
ary 24. Rich Steensma of the Vir-
ginia Department of Forestry will 
lead the walk.

Participants will learn how to 
use branch patterns, bark texture, 
and other methods to identify 
trees. Winter provides a wonder-
ful time to learn about trees as 
their true forms are more evident 
when they are “naked,” or without 
their leaves. The program will be 
outside, so dress for the weather. 
There is a $2 parking fee per 
vehicle.

Ladies League
Yeatman’s Forklift won three 

games against R.P. Waller when Pat 
Harris bowled a 329 set with games 
of 106, 111 and 112. Alma George 
rolled a 354 set with games of 108, 
116 and 130. Joan Deihl had a 106 
game, Corinne Beauchamp a 108 
and Theresa Davis a 105 game. For 
R. P. Waller, Mary Lee Kent bowled a 
331 set with games of 107, 109 and 
115. Dee Atkins rolled a 301 set with 
games of 103 and 109, and Ola Nash 
had a game of 111.

The Lancaster Tavern Girls won 
three games against D&L Marine 
Construction when Florence Harvey 
bowled a 323 set with games of 111 
and 120. Kim Kent rolled a 306 set 
with a 116 game. Jean Reynolds had 
a 319 set with games of 106 and 126. 
For D&L, JoAnne Paulette bowled 
a 312 set with games of 105 and 
114. Linda Lake rolled a 311 set with 
games of 101 and 113. Terry Stillman 
had a 350 set with games of 109, 118 
and 123, and Bev Benson rolled a 
303 set with a game of 119.

TCH Oil won two games against 
Callis Seafood when Vicki White 
bowled a 323 set with games of 113 
and 116. Cathy Savalina rolled a 
329 set with games of 119 and 122. 
Sandra Evans had a 335 set with 
games of 121 and 122. Greta Walker 
rolled a 116 game and Marie Piccard 
had a 105 game. For Callis, Donna 
Thomas bowled a 367 set with a 172 
game. Mary Savalina rolled a 343 set 
with games of 124 and 129. Gayle 
Conrad had a 358 set with games of 
108, 114 and 136, and Betty Evans 
rolled games of 102 and 109.

High average: Gayle Conrad, 114; 
Theresa Davis, 111; JoAnne Paulette, 
and Terry Stillman, 110.

High game: Donna Thomas, 172; 
Gayle Conrad, 160; Bev Benson, 
158.

Standings
  W L
TCH Oil 30 18
Callis Seafood 26 22
Yeatman’s 25 23
D&L  23 25
R.P. Waller 21 27
LTG  19 29

Men’s League
On January 10, the High Rollers 

won three games against the dummy 
team. Rolaid Lewis bowled the high 
set of 422 for the week and the year 
with games of 119, 169 and 134. 
Steve Edwards rolled two games of 
118 in a 348 set. Curly Lewis had a 
135 game and Frank Perkins had a 
119 game.

D&L Marine Construction won two 
games and lost one against Evans 
Bowling Center. For D&L, Dana Still-
man bowled the high set of 340 with 
games of 115, 112 and 113. Doug 
Hundley rolled a 135 game and  Steve 
Hinson had a 120 game. For Evans, 
Woodie Evans bowled the high set of 
402 with games of 144, 144 and 114. 
Bunks Mitchell rolled a 122 game. 
John Forrester had a 113 game and 
Lenny Dawson rolled a game of 98.

Hammock Printing won two games 
and lost one against Lamberth Build-
ing Materials. For Hammock, Gary 
Hodge bowled the high set of 395 
with games of 162 and 143. Benny 
Balderson rolled games of 122 and 
120 in a 347 set. Ernie George had 
a 112 game. For Lamberth, Clay Gill 
bowled the high set of 348 with a 123 
game. Bob Huff rolled a 129 game 
and Wayne Warwick had a game of 
118. 

High game: Bob Huff, 175; Doug 
Hundley and Wayne Warwick, 172; 
Rolaid Lewis, 169; Lee Gill, 168.

High set: Rolaid Lewis, 422; Steve 
Edwards, 420; Joe Hinson, 408; Bob 
Huff, 404; Woodie Evans, 402.

High team game: High Rollers, 
546; Lamberth, 522; Hammock, 510; 
Evans, 504; D&L, 496.

High team set: Evans, 1,458; High 
Rollers, 1,456; Lamberth, 1,429; 
Hammock, 1,419; D&L, 1,417.

High average: Bob Huff, 122; 
Steve Edwards and Curly Lewis, 
119; Rolaid Lewis, 118; Lee Gill and 
Woodie Evans, 115.

Standings
  W L
High Rollers 5 1
D&L Marine 5 1
Lamberth 4 2
Hammock 2 4
Evans  2 4

Bill Sawyer’s Virginia Motor 
Speedway in Jamaica has 
undertaken several new con-
struction projects in prepara-
tion of the 2008 season.

All will enhance the racing 
experience for fans and com-
petitors, according to track 
owner Bill Sawyer.

 The new Paul Sawyer Tower 
has been completed and will 
provide 1,500 new execu-
tive type seats featuring an 
expanded seat area and arm-
rests.

 “We built the new Paul 
Sawyer Tower in response to 
the increased fan interest we 
have received with the addition 
of the World of Outlaws Sprint 
Car Series date in May. They 
will serve as our reserved seat-
ing area for all our big shows 
in 2008,” said Sawyer.

 The speedway has also 
started the process of laying 
down a new racing surface, 

as the first of some 400 truck 
loads of new clay are now 
being spread over the half-mile 
surface.

 “It’s been over three years 
since we put any new dirt 
down. Over the last two years 
track records in every division 
have fallen, and we expect 
with the new clay that is being 
laid down that the track will 
provide even more two and 
three wide racing at even faster 
speeds,” said general manager 
Clarke Sawyer.

 Also slated for completion, 
before the start of the 2008 
season, will be a new score-
board dedicated to the pit side 
grandstands.

 “Our competitors and their 
families will now have access 
to lap times, laps   and the top 
five positions on the track, 
they asked, we listened,” said 
Sawyer.

 The tentative 2008 schedule 

has been released and includes 
25 weeks of Thurston Spring 
Service Dirt Series Champion-
ship action starting with open-
ing night March 29 and ending 
September 20 with the 39th 
Annual Fall Classic.

 The Speedway will hold two 
open practices for all divisions 
March 15 and  22 from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. All cars must be reg-
istered and inspected before 
they will be allowed to prac-
tice. Competitors are urged to 
register before the open prac-
tice.

 Registrations are currently 
being accepted with the top 
20 in each class having their 
number saved until February 
1. After February 1, all num-
bers will become first come 
first served. Competitors can 
obtain a 2008 registration form 
by calling 758-1867, or visit-
ing www.vamotorspeedway.
com.

Crews lay new clay to improve the track surface.

Speedway is pursuing
improvements for 2008

■ Bluefish Derby
Early entry deadline will 

conclude January 31 for the 
25th annual Reedville Bluefish 

The WWE Wellness Work-
shop Extravaganza will be held 
Saturday, January 19, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the YMCA 
Camp Kekoka on Boys Camp 
Road and will feature topics on 
health and wellness.

Topics will be presented in 
30-minute sessions by wellness 
leaders, including Dr. Robert 
Berube of Richmond.

“The goal is to help educate 
and empower people of all 
generations to maximize their 
quality of life,” said Dr. Mat-
thew B. Shifflett, D.C. of Pure 
n’ Simple Family Chiropractic, 
event coordinator. 

Topics will include pain man-
agement massage; creating an 
active, healthy lifestyle; quan-
tum healing; reflexology; foot 
bath detoxification; posture 
improvement; colon cleansing; 
orthotics; and organic foods.

Ticket price is $50 and will 
be a donation to the YMCA 
Camp Kekoka Guardian Fund.  

For reservations, call 435-
2273, or e-mail drmatt@pure-
n-simplechiro.com.

Wellness 
workshop 
scheduled 
Saturday
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Derby June 12 to 14 to benefit 
Smith Point Sea Rescue Inc. 
The entry fee is $200.  Prize 
categories include bluefish, 
rockfish and croaker. All activ-
ities will be held at Buzzard’s 
Point Marina.

For registration applications, 
call Jett’s Hardwre at 453-
5325.

and High School Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA) will 
hold a dessert auction fund-raiser 
Thursday, January 24, from 7 to 
8 p.m. in the Lancaster Middle 
School Cafeteria.

The event will help raise 
money for the club to send kids 
to FCA camp, purchase gear for 
club members, have guest speak-
ers or go on a mission trip. The 
public is urged to come bid on 
desserts, including sugar free 
and fat free goodies. 

Life Master
Judith Peifer of Hartfield, 
a member of the Northern 
Neck Duplicate Bridge Club, 
recently achieved the status 
of Life Master. Peifer’s fellow 
bridge players honored her 
with a celebration cake.�
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When accidents happen,  call us.
KING’S CLEANING SERVICES, INC.
(804) 529-7697    (800) 828-4398

You know I’d take the blame
Kid, but I’m still of shaky

ground over that
carpet incident.
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Dr. E. Jeems Love
Dr. Mike Vogel
(804) 435-3333

351 South Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA 

LANCASTER—A pro-
posed ordinance outlining the 
process for property owners 
to challenge the 2008 general 
reassessment of real prop-
erty for tax purposes will be 
considered by the Lancaster 
board of supervisors Thurs-
day, January 24.

A related public hearing is 
set for 7 p.m. in the General 
District Courtroom at 8311 
Mary Ball Road. 

According to county admin-

istrator Bill Pennell, supervi-
sors propose the adoption of 
an ordinance setting April 30 
as the deadline for the Board 
of Equalization to accept 
applications for relief of the 
general reassessment, and 
May 30 as the deadline for all 
applications to be completed 
by the Board of Equalization.

Reassessment notices are 
expected to be mailed to 
county landowners in Febru-
ary.

Hearing to address
Board of Equalization
challenge procedures

by Audrey Thomasson
HEALTHVILLE—Nor-

thumberland County officials 
last week asked Judge Harry 
Taliaferro III to dismiss a law-
suit in District Court because 
they had agreed to enter into 
negotiations with Ree Ellis to 
purchase property at Crane’s 
Creek Landing in exchange for 
Ellis’s agreement to keep the 
boat ramp open. 

Ellis owns the adjoining 
property and had blocked 
access to the boat ramp after 

negotiations with the county 
resulted in a stalemate. The 
county responded by obtain-
ing a preliminary injunction 
against Ellis.

The dispute centers on a 
boat ramp built by VDOT in 
1961 and open to the public. 
According to Ellis, he bought 
the adjoining property in 1965 
and did not have the property 
surveyed until 2004 when he 
was ready to build on it. 

“The county only has enough 
property to accommodate 

     by Audrey Thomasson
H E AT H S V I L L E — Fo l -

lowing emotional testimony 
from Coan Harbour residents 
opposed to commercial sand 
and gravel mining adjacent to 
their neighborhood, the Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors denied a permit request by 
Ted R. Lewis of Warsaw.

Supervisor A. Joseph Self Sr. 
moved to deny Lewis’s permit 
request at this time, stating that 
Lewis could apply again next 
year. The motion passed unan-
imously, 5-0.

Many of the residents were 
upset with Lewis before he 
applied for a commercial 
permit for his property off 
Lake Road in Lottsburg. They 
claimed that he sold them their 
property for residential use 
and after they built homes, he 
started mining the area.

“The area is mainly agricul-
tural and residential and we’d 
like to keep it that way,” said 
Coan Harbour resident Sheila 
Chestnut. “We’d like to keep it 
like that for the tranquility.”

“My house has an unob-
structed view of (Lewis’s) lot,” 
noted another resident. 

Janice Neff testified that 

when she bought the property 
from Lewis, he placed a clause 
in the deed “that we could not 
put in a double-wide trailer 
because it is not compatible 
with a residential area. A sand 
pit is less compatible in a resi-
dential area,” she said.

Keith Neff cited alleged 
illegal dumping on the Lewis 
property and claimed the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality had found leaching. 
Neff added that his son was 
being tested for asthma. 

“The dust from the pit will 
affect my son’s respiratory 
problems,” he said. “I put my 
trust in the board to look after 
residents.”

“It will be 400 to 600 feet 
from my back door. Not from 
yours, but from mine,” Carol 
Bezek told the board in refer-
ence to the mine’s expansion to 
three-quarters of an acre. 

Andy Bezek claimed that 
“Mr. Lewis has not abided by 
any rules in the past and has 
put our property in jeopardy.” 
He also noted that Lewis did 
not live in the area and sug-
gested he put the mine in his 
own back yard.

Other residents brought up 

concerns about noise from the 
mine, the affect of mining on 
the quality of area well and river 
water, and the safety factor for 
neighborhood children. One 
resident stated that according 
to the county’s comprehensive 
plan, Lewis’s operation did not 
fit in the neighborhood.

Lewis claimed he would only 
mine 100 truckloads of gravel 
a year from the pit and that he 
had other working mines.

In response to one citizen’s 
question about the value of 
a truckload of gravel, Lewis 
responded he would pull out 
two truckloads a week at $75 
each.

Paul Grizzle, a mining 
inspector from the Virginia 
Department of Mines, Miner-
als and Energy, testified that 
he would make a minimum of 
seven inspections for the first 
two years of operations and 
three each year thereafter. 

In response to supervisors’ 
questions, he said inspectors 
respond within 5 days of a 
complaint against a mine and 
that if the operator does not 
respond to a notice of viola-
tion, the inspector can close 
down the mine.

Wellness tips
Getting the flu shot may 

help you prevent a heart 
attack. Heart attack rates rise 
about 30 percent during the 
flu season. The flu may trig-
ger a heart attack by creating 
an inflammatory response 
in the body, precipitating 
a blockage of a coronary 
artery.

Don’t stop eating fish 
because of recent reports of 
tainted Chinese imports. The 
benefits still outweigh the 
risk overall. Up to 80 per-
cent of seafood is imported 
including 18 percent from 
China. In large grocery 
stores,  you can now iden-
tify the country of origin by 
checking the label.

If you have acne, avoiding 
high-glycemic carbohydrates 
may decrease the problem. 
Such foods are quickly 
broken down into sugar in 
the blood and raise insulin 
levels, which in turn may 
increase production of hor-
mones implicated in acne. 
Substitute whole-grain bread 
and fruits for refined grains 
and sugary foods.

Since 2000, the chance 
that raw chicken contains 
Salmonella bacteria has 
increased fourfold, accord-
ing to a USDA report. It is 
now more important than 
ever to wash raw chicken, 
clean your hands and uten-
sils carefully and cook the 
chicken thoroughly.

A study by the Rand Cor-
poration concludes that driv-
ers over 65 are two-thirds 
less likely to be in a crash 
than those aged 18 to 25. 
And they are only 16 per-
cent more likely to be in a 
crash than drivers 26 to 64. 
Though driving skills tend 
to deteriorate with age, older 
drivers usually compensate 
by avoiding riskier driving 
conditions, and many give 
up driving when their skills 
become too impaired.

Exercise can help relieve or 
even prevent depression. One 
study found that women with 

a major depression who had 
not responded to antidepres-
sants did improve when they 
took a supervised cardio-fit-
ness program over an eight-
month period. Exercise can 
affect nervous system chem-
icals that influence mood. 
It can also help by getting 
people out of their usual sur-
roundings, making them less 
isolated, and giving them a 
sense of accomplishment.

Make sure that your mul-
tivitamin tablet supplies 100 
percent of the daily value of 
copper. This will be suffi-
cient to insure protection for 
arthritis, cancer, osteopo-
rosis, depressed immunity, 
and neurological problems. 
Some experts think that a 
copper deficiency increases 
the risk of heart disease 
and may actually contrib-
ute to Alzheimer’s disease. 
Don’t take excess copper. 
A healthy diet will include 
many copper-rich foods—
nuts, seeds, shellfish, 
whole grains, avocados and 
legumes.

Statins are the largeset-
selling prescription drugs 
in this nation and may have 
benefits beyond the heart. 
Researchers have reported no 
benefit for breast cancer and 
melanoma, but a 2007 study 
linked statins to a reduced 
risk of lung cancer. Most of 
the attention has focused on 
colon and prostate cancer. 
Israeli scientists linked statin 
use to a 47 percent reduction 
in risk of colon cancer. A 
Harvard study in 2006 linked 
statin use with a 49 percent 
lower risk of advanced pros-
tate cancer. More studies 
are needed to verify these 
results.

A 2004 survey of Crane’s Creek Landing determined that the county’s boat ramp and a por-
tion of the pier are encroaching on neighboring property.

Lawsuit set aside in favor of negotiations

Northumberland supervisors bury 
application for sand and gravel pit

Visit us in person 
or online!

www.ericmillerdds.com

 
 

(804) 758-1103
5372A Old Virginia Street
 Urbanna, Virginia, 23175

COSMETIC & GENERAL 
DENTISTRY

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

RICHMOND—The Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services’ Office of 
Consumer Affairs cautions con-
sumers that the Muslim Student 
Association (MSA) of the U. 
S. and Canada, based in Falls 
Church, has solicited contribu-
tions from Virginia citizens for 
allegedly charitable purposes, 
although it is not registered.  

As of January 10, this orga-
nization has not registered with 
or been granted the appropriate 
exempt status by the commis-
sioner as required by law. There-
fore, contributors are cautioned 
that their contributions to such 
organization may be used for 
non-charitable purposes.

The department recommends 
that before responding to any 
charitable appeal by making a 

donation or by making a pur-
chase in the name of a charity, 
consumers verify that the orga-
nization is registered with the 
Office of Consumer Affairs. 
Current registration status for 
charitable organizations can be 
found at vdacs.virginia.gov/con-
sumers/index.shtml.

Consumers should also deter-
mine how much of their dona-
tion actually will be used to 
support the organization’s chari-
table purpose, and how much 
will be used for other expenses 
such as administrative overhead 
and fund raising.

 For additional information, 
call the Virginia Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services’ Office of Consumer 
Affairs at 800-552-9963, or 
786-2042.

CHARLOTTESVILLE—
Some 1,509 wildland fires 
burned more than 11,000 acres 
of Virginia forest land in 2007. 
The number of fires is up 16 per-
cent over 2006 when there were 
1,301 wildland fires.

There were 20 homes damaged 
by wildland fires, an increase of 
43 percent from 2006 when 14 
homes were damaged.

As Virginia’s population con-
tinues to grow, more and more 
people are moving into tradi-
tionally wooded areas—this is 
known as the wildland -urban 
interface. With more people 
and more homes to protect, the 
nature of wildland firefighting 
has changed. There is far more 
risk to wildland firefighters, and 
the tactics they use to suppress 
fires have been altered, which can 
make it more difficult to battle 
wildland fires.

However, while the number 

of fires increased, the amount 
of acres that burned dropped by 
19 percent, 11,200 in 2007 com-
pared to 13,763 in 2006.

“This is due, in large part, to 
the agency’s prompt initial attack 
strategy, which is designed to 
limit the spread of wildland 
fires,” said Virginia Department 
of Forestry director of resource 
protection John Miller.

More than half (6,487) of the 
acres burned were in the 13-
county area of far Southwest 
Virginia. Even though far South-
west Virginia had the most acres 
burned, the most wildland fires 
(368) occurred in the 23-county 
region that covers central and 
northern Virginia. Close behind, 
with 358 fires, was the 12-county 
south-central region.

More than 94 percent of last 
year’s wildland fires were caused 
by humans. The largest per-
centage (28.8) was the result of 

people burning yard debris or 
trash. More than 15 percent of 
the fires were arson. Equipment 
use ignited 11.8 percent of last 
year’s wildland fires. Virginia 
also experienced fires started by 
lightning, people smoking, chil-
dren, railroads, campfires and 
other miscellaneous causes.

“The leading causes of wild-
land fires in Virginia stay fairly 
consistent from year to year, and 
the one common denominator in 
almost all of the fires is human 
activity,” said Miller.  “We 
encourage everyone to be mind-
ful of the dangers associated with 
wildland fire and to take proper 
precautions before burning 
debris, operating equipment, or 
tossing a cigarette out of the car 
window. And to those who inten-
tionally set wildland fires, know 
that we investigate each incident 
and prosecute to the fullest extent 
of the law.”

Wildland fires increase 16 percent

Muslim Student Association
of the U.S. and Canada not
properly registered with state
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two parking spots,” Ellis said, 
adding that trucks with trail-
ers often line both sides of the 
narrow access lane and block 
his driveway. 

Ellis and his attorney, 
Michael Donner Sr., sug-
gested the public access ramp 
be moved to Ball’s Neck Road 
where the county owns about 
25 acres on Mill Creek off the 
Great Wicomico River. That 
site is three miles closer to the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

County attorney Les Kilduff 
said the Mill Creek property is 
not well-suited for a boat ramp 
and the water is too shallow. He 
said the county is looking for 
additional property that could 
be used for public access.

Ellis said his reason for 
going back into negotiations is 
the possibility that the county 
could obtain the property 
through adverse possession or 
eminent domain.

“With dismissal of the suit, 
that option (adverse posses-
sion) is gone,” Donner said.

According to Kilduff, if the 
two parties are still unable 
to settle, the county can still 
acquire the property through 
eminent domain.

RICHMOND—Expanding 
the resources available for farm-
ers to improve their environ-
mental practices tops the list of 
legislative priorities for the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation 
this year.

More than 150 Farm Bureau 
members will meet with their 
legislators February 22 and 23 
to discuss priorities for the 2008 
General Assembly. The theme 
for this year’s visit is “Uncover 
Agriculture.”

Farm Bureau is part of a coali-
tion of agricultural organiza-
tions and conservation groups 
asking the state to set aside $100 
million a year over the next 10  
years for a cost-share program 
that assists farmers who install 
best-management practices on 
their land.

Gov. Tim Kaine recom-
mended expanding BMP cost-
share funds for farmers to $20 
million a year in his 2008-2010 
budget, but the coalition mem-

bers say additional funding is 
needed. They point out that 
$700 million has been set aside 
to improve sewage treatment 
plants in recent years, but rela-
tively little money has been bud-
geted to help reduce non-point 
source pollution like runoff from 
developed land and farms.

Other legislative priorities for 
farmers include continued state 
funding for the state’s farmland 
preservation program, includ-
ing matching funds for localities 
that are purchasing landown-
ers’ development rights. Farm 
Bureau also will work with like-
minded groups to seek a Vir-
ginia constitutional amendment 
to reform state eminent domain 
laws, Moore said.

Farm Bureau supports full 
funding for Virginia’s Agricul-
tural Research and Extension 
Centers, and members oppose 
unscientific laws and regula-
tions pertaining to the care of 
livestock and poultry.

Farmers to meet with
legislators on ag issues
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editor@rrecord.com


