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The Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict (NNSWCD), in coop-

eration with Westmoreland State 
Park and Belle Isle State Park, 
is coordinating River Cleanup 
events as part of the annual 
Virginia Waterways Cleanup 
organized by Clean Virginia 
Waterways of Longwood Univer-
sity. 

Two separate Northern Neck 
River Cleanup events are sched-
uled. Volunteers are needed.

“Please register to help with 
this important event,” said Faye 
Andrashko of the NNSWCD.

On Saturday, September 22, a 
cleanup is scheduled from 9 a.m. 
to noon at Westmoreland State 
Park near Montross. Volunteers are 
asked to meet at the visitor’s center 
for directions to cleanup sites.

On Saturday, September 29, a 
cleanup is scheduled from 9 a.m. 
to noon at Belle Isle State Park 
in Somers. Volunteers are asked 
to meet at the picnic area. Shore-
line and canoeing volunteers are 
needed.

Volunteers are reminded to 
wear gloves, hats and shoes that 
can get wet. Water and snacks 
will be furnished.

Last year, 4,339 volunteers 
helped in the statewide Virginia 
Waterways Cleanup event, pick-
ing up 151,432 pounds of litter. 
This annual event is part of the 
International Coastal Cleanup, 
the world’s largest volunteer 
effort to collect data on litter and 
trash in the aquatic environment. 
Cleanup events are held on the 
coasts and inland, since inland 
litter often ends up in our bay and 
our oceans.

“This is a great way for you 
and your family and friends to be 
part of the solution to a big aes-
thetic and environmental prob-
lem—trash in our rivers and on 
our shores,” said Andrashko.

Volunteers make the water-
ways safer and cleaner and they 
also collect valuable data that are 
critical in the ongoing effort to 
reduce the amount of litter and 
debris in the water, she said. 

Interested volunteers or 
groups are urged to register with 
Andrashko at 333-3525, ext 113, 
or faye.andrashko@va.nacdnet.
net.

by Joan McBride
LANCASTER—Following a closed meet-

ing of the Lancaster board of supervisors  
September 11, supervisor F. W. “Butch” 
Jenkins Jr. announced that an unbudgeted 
$208,261 payment had been made June 29 
to departing school superintendent Dr. Ran-
dolph Latimore. 

The closed meeting had been called to 
discuss a personnel issue. Jenkins said the 
supervisors had also sought guidance from 
the county attorney regarding the large pay-
out for unused sick leave and vacation days. 
The days had been allowed to accumulate not 
only during Latimore’s 11 years as division 
superintendent, but also his previous eight 
years as principal.

Jenkins said the amount corresponds to 
about a cent of the recent 7-cent tax rate 
increase adopted by county supervisors to 
fund the county’s operations and to restore a 
depleted reserve fund balance.

Two days later, board of supervisors chair-
man Pete Geilich (who had been out of town 
on a family emergency at the time of the 
meeting) wrote a letter to county school board 
chairman Donald McCann. In it Geilich laid 
out the supervisors’ concerns about the “pro-
priety” of that payment, the accuracy of the 
amount, and “the failure of the school board 
to disclose this payment to the public and the 
county prior to or at the time of payment.”

He said the board is concerned with the 
“large expenditure of public funds not spe-
cifically approved as part of the school board 
budget by the county and, in general, the han-
dling of public funds by the school board.”

He requested a full report on or before the 
next board of supervisors’ meeting on Sep-
tember 27. 

Earlier last week, faculty and staff com-
plained to the school board about the threat-
ened loss of unused vacation days as well as 
potential cuts in pay for extra-duty assign-
ments.
 The contract

Some 328 days of unused sick leave and 
164 days of accumulated unused vaca-
tion days were paid in Latimore’s termina-
tion check. The per diem or daily pay rate 
was based on his existing annual salary of 
$105,454, according to the terms of his June 
14, 2004, contract with the school board.

According to the school director of budget 
and finance, Sue Salg, Latimore’s per diem 
rate was $423.51. 

However, in a September 4 memo from 
new division superintendent Susan Sciab-
barrasi to Geilich and county administrator 
Bill Pennell, Sciabbarrasi referenced the 
paper trail for Latimore’s unused sick and 
vacation leave beginning in the 2002-03 
school year. 

“Unfortunately, there is no earlier docu-
mentation except for total number of days 
being carried over from a prior year,” said 
Sciabbarrasi.

McCann could shed no light on whose job 
it was to track the superintendent’s use of 
sick and vacation days.

“I don’t have any clue as to how that takes 
place,” he said. 

McCann also said he didn’t know if it was 

Waterways
Cleanup
campaign
scheduled 

WHITE STONE—The Vir-
ginia Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) has completed two 
additional ultrasonic inspections 
of a Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge pin after its structural 
condition was questioned last 
week.

VDOT retested the pin using 
independent experts last Thurs-
day and again Friday morn-
ing. After subsequent reviews 
by structural steel experts and 
bridge engineers, the small 
anomaly detected within the 
steel pin was determined to pose 
no safety concern.

During an in-depth inspec-
tion of the bridge that included 
ultrasonic testing of key struc-
tural elements earlier last week, 
inspectors found a potential flaw 
inside one of more than 160 
pins that connect the bridge’s 
structural elements. As a safety 
precaution until additional data 
could be collected, VDOT low-
ered the posted weight limit for 

the bridge at 27 tons for single-
unit trucks and 40 tons for trac-
tor-trailers.

“The ultrasonic inspection 
this week detected some previ-
ously unknown flaw in the pin,” 
said state structure and bridge 
engineer Ken Walus, P.E.  “Our 
engineers err on the side of cau-
tion and posted the bridge until 
we knew more information. 
After further review by a team 
of structural experts, we feel the 
pin poses no safety risk and that 
traffic can continue to safely use 
the bridge.”

The 8-inch-diameter, approxi-
mately 26-inch-long pins are 
used to connect bridge truss 
components, similar to the pins 
connecting a door hinge. Initial 
ultrasonic tests indicated a pos-
sible abnormality inside one pin 
that cannot be seen by the naked 
eye. The re-inspection of the pin 
confirmed that there is a small 
abnormality inside the pin. How-
ever, experts believe that it does 

not pose a structural concern, 
said Walus. 

Restrictions for overweight 
trucks will remain in place on 
the bridge as a precaution until 
consultants have completed a 
detailed review of the bridge’s 
overall inspection report. Crews 
have completed their in-depth 
inspection of the bridge and will 
compile all of the data from the 
inspection by October 1.

The Virginia Department of 
Motor Vehicles has voided all 
previously issued permits for 
overweight vehicles using the 
bridge and will not issue such 
permits for using the bridge 
until further notice. The restric-
tion does not apply to non-com-
mercial passenger vehicles. The 
bridge is safe for normal traffic 
loads.

VDOT will conduct additional 
ultrasonic testing on the pin in 
question in coming months to 
ensure its condition remains 

VDOT restricts overweight 
vehicle use on Norris Bridge

Bridge Facts
• The Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 

reached a 50-year milestone in August.
• More than 11,300 vehicles cross the bridge per 

day.
• The last annual visual inspection was conducted 

in May 2007. Visual inspections are performed on 
an annual basis.

• The last in-depth inspection was conducted 
in 2003.  In-depth inspections normally are con-
ducted every five years. The next in-depth inspec-
tion was scheduled for May 2008.

• The pin in question is original to the structure. 
Several bridge pins were replaced in 1996 as part 
of a rehabilitation project. Those pins remain in 
good condition.

For more information about VDOT’s bridge 
inspection program, visit www.VirginiaDOT.org/
bridges.

Supervisors seek answers:
School board pays former
superintendent $208,261
for accumulated unused
sick leave and vacation 

“I have to plead absolute 
stupidity and ignorance 
here. . . I don’t know if 
it was the intent or not 
(of the school board to 
pay Dr. Latimore unlim-
ited vacation days). I 
don’t know if it was an 
oversight of the board or 
not.” 

—Donald  McCann,
school board chairman

“I am sure that what 
they (the school board) 
did was legal, but there 
are occurrences when 
you do things that are 
legal, but are a combina-
tion of bad policy and 
bad judgment. And this 
is one of those.”

—Jack Russell,
county supervisor

“It is my hope that the 
school board and the 
board of supervisors can 
move forward and make 
changes, where needed, 
to correct current poli-
cies, procedures and 
contracts . . . “ 

— Susan Sciabbarrasi, 
school superintendent

The Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge is showing its age. (Photo by Audrey Thomasson)

(continued on page A16)
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When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.
Health Insurance for Individuals and
Small Employer Groups (2-14)

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east of
State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of
Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKIG (10/01)

For more information pleae call:
Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd. Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com
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Brass Polishing
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g

Cash Prize of
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583 Slabtown Road • Lancaster, Va. • 462-0002
Thursday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

Locusville  Plantation
�������

“Using Farm Methods of our Heritage”
Tour Our Gardens • Visit Our Store 

Eggs • Vegetables • Herbs • Collectibles • Folk Art

From Rt. 3 in Lively, Take Rt. 201 West (White Chapel Road) 3 miles, 
Turn Left on Rt. 354 (River Rd), Go 4 miles to Ottoman, 1/2 mile past 

Ottoman, Left on Slabtown Rd. (Rt. 625) 
(Follow the signs) 1/2 mile on left.

SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

SUN SEPT 23 MON-THURS, SEPT 24-27

SAT, SEPT 22FRI, SEPT 21
RESIDENT EVIL EXTINCTION (R)
1:40, 3:40, 5:40, 7:40, 9:45
MR. BEAN’S HOLIDAY (G)
1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:35
SHOOT EM UP (R)
2:20, 5:10, 7:25, 9:40
DRAGON WARS (PG13)
7:10, 9:30
NANNY DIARIES (PG13)
2:10, 5:00
HALLOWEEN (R)
2:00, 4:45, 7:20, 9:50

RESIDENT EVIL EXTINCTION (R)
5:40, 7:40, 9:45
MR. BEAN’S HOLIDAY (G)
5:30, 7:30, 9:35
SHOOT EM UP (R)
5:10, 7:25, 9:40
DRAGON WARS (PG13)
7:10, 9:30
NANNY DIARIES (PG13)
5:00
HALLOWEEN (R)
4:45, 7:20, 9:50

RESIDENT EVIL EXTINCTION (R)
1:40, 3:40, 5:40, 7:40
MR. BEAN’S HOLIDAY (G)
1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30
SHOOT EM UP (R)
2:20, 5:10, 7:25
DRAGON WARS (PG13)
7:10
NANNY DIARIES (PG13)
2:10, 5:00
HALLOWEEN (R)
2:00, 4:45, 7:20

RESIDENT EVIL EXTINCTION (R)
7:40
MR. BEAN’S HOLIDAY (G)
7:30
SHOOT EM UP (R)
7:25
DRAGON WARS (PG13)
7:10
HALLOWEEN (R)
7:20
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Library to host Babygarten
Chanelle Johnson reads to her baby, Devin Raines, at the Lan-
caster Community Library in Kilmarnock. Babygarten, Monday, 
September 24, at 10:30 a.m., is open to parents with babies 6 
months to 2 years. For more information, call 435-1729.

September

20 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens at 9 
a.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The RFM Modelers meet at 10 
a.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The RFM Photo Group meets at 
2 p.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
Al-ANON meets at 7 p.m. at 
Riverside Warsaw Medical Arts 
building in Warsaw.
No-Name Needlers will gather 
at 1 p.m. at The Art of Coffee in 
Montross. 493-0873.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet at 2 p.m. 
at Rappahannock Community 
College in Warsaw.
Duplicate Bridge will be played 
at 1 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of White Stone. Men, women 
and newcomers are invited. No 
reservations are needed. 462-
7605.
The Planning Commission 
for Lancaster County will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the courthouse in 
Lancaster.
The Planning Commission for 
Northumberland County will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the courthouse in 
Heathsville.
Bingo will be played at the 
American Legion Post on Waverly 
Avenue in Kilmarnock. Doors open 
at 6 p.m.
A Depression Recovery Support 
Group will meet at 3 p.m. at the 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110. 
The Virginia Native Plant Society 
Northern Neck Chapter will meet 
at 12:15 p.m. at Wicomico Parish 
Church in Wicomico Church. Bring 
a brown-bag lunch. Beverages 
and light refreshments provided.

 21 Friday
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center in Lively 
at 5:45 p.m.
The Janitors will rock the deck 
at Smokin’ Joe’s in Kilmarnock 
from 6 to 10 p.m. $5. 435-6000, or 
www.smokinjoesbarbeque.com.
Close Call will be featured at 
Damon’s Bar & Grill in Gloucester. 
693-7218.
A Campfire will be held from 7:30 
to 8:30  p.m. at the amphitheater 
at Belle Isle State Park. Register 
early. 462-5030.
Harp Guitarists Andy McKee 
And Stephen Bennett will be 
featured at 8 p.m. in a Farmhouse 
Concert at the home of Mary 
Beane in Miskimon. $15. RSVP 
farmhouse_concerts@hotmail,.
com.

22 Saturday
Steve Keith will be featured from 
6 to 8 p.m. as part of the “Groovin 
at the Gallery” concert series at 
the Yates House Community Arts 
Center on Route 33 in Deltaville. 
Bring lawn chairs and blankets. 
Food will be available.  $5. 776-
8505.
A Fish Fry will be held by the The 
New St. John’s Usher’s Ministry 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at New 
St. John’s Baptist Church in 
Kilmarnock. Folks may dine in or 
carry out meals by donation.  For 
tickets, call Connie Palmer at 436-
8053, or Bob Baker at 435-3701.
Avant Gardner will present a 
Bluemont Concert, featuring old 
time music, in conjunction with 
Market Days in Colonial Beach. 
The concert will begin at noon on 
Town Hill. 224-0021.

22 Saturday
A Moonlight Canoe Trip will be 
held at Belle Isle State Park from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $6. Call 462-
5030 for reservations.
A Virginia Symphony ensemble 
will present a program of 17th- 
and 18th-century music at Christ 
Church at 4 p.m. Tickets are $25 in 
advance and $30 at the door. Call 
the church at 438-6855.
The Genealogical Society of 
the Northern Neck will meet at 10 
a.m. at St. Mary’s White Chapel 
Episcopal Church.
“Monsters, Inc.” will be the 
free backyard movie on the big 
screen behind Northern Neck 
Solutions at 72 North Main Street 
in Kilmarnock, near the Municipal 
Parking Lot. The show starts at 
dusk. If weather is questionable, 
call 436-9333. 
Gator Head will play Cruiser’s 
Sports Bar & Grill in Hayes. 693-
6246.
The Court Green Farmers’ 
Market is held from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on the historic court square at 
Mathews Court House. 725-4229. 
The Heathsville Farmers’ Market 
will be held at the Tavern Complex 
in Heathsville from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Annual Knights of 
Columbus Fall Festival will offer 
a variety of crafters, food and 
fun for the family. The festival is 
sponsored by St. Frances de Sales 
Church, its Knights of Columbus 
Council and Ladies Auxiliary on the 
grounds of De Sales Hall at 151 
Church Street in Kilmarnock from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The 23rd Annual Fall Bazaar 
will be held at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. There will be no 
early sales.
A Bake Sale And Flea Market will 
be conducted by the Mt. Vernon 
Baptist Church Helping hand Club 
at 5918 Irvington Road from 7:30 
to 4 p.m.
An Oyster Gardening Workshop 
will be held at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum from 9 a.m. 
to noon. 453-6529.
The Annual Fine Art Auction of 
The Bay School in Mathews will 
begin at 6 p.m. at “Fleetwood.” 
$60. The special guest marine 
artist will be John Barber. 725-
1278.
The Deltaville Farmers’ Market 
is held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Yates House Community Arts 
Center on Route 33.
The Substance Abuse and 
Addiction Recovery Alliance 
(SAARA) Bay Counties Affiliate will 
sponsor a Walk for Recovery at 10 
a.m. at Smokin’ Joe’s in Kilmarnock. 
Minimum donations for registration 
are $12 for individuals and $25 for a 
family of four. For more information, 
call 333-3671 or 693-5057. 

22 Saturday
The Colonial Beach Rescue 
Squad Auxiliary will hold a roast 
beef dinner from 4:30 to 6:30. 224-
7750.

23 Sunday
The Widowed Persons Service 
for Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties holds its lunch brunch 
at Cap’n B’s near Irvington 
immediately following church 
services.
Celtastophe will perform at 6 p.m. 
in a Concert on the Green at the 
Colonial Courthouse in Gloucester. 
693-1264.

24 Monday
The Historyland Community 
Workshop volunteer craft group 
meets at the Lancaster Woman’s 
Club from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Brown 
bag lunch. Guests welcome.
Game Day will be held by the 
Northumberland Woman’s Club 
at 11:30 a.m. Cards and board 
games. 453-4473.
Duplicate Bridge will be played 
at 1 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of White Stone. Men, women 
and newcomers are invited. No 
reservations. 462-7605.
Chesapeake Chorale Rehearsals 
will begin at 7 p.m. at Harmony 
Grove Baptist Church.
The Democratic Committee 
for Lancaster County will meet at 
6:30 p.m. at the Bank of Lancaster 
northside branch in Kilmarnock.
Babygarten will be held at 10:30 
a.m. at the Lancaster Community 
Library in Kilmarnock. The reading 
activity is for parents with babies 
six months to 2 years. 435-1729.

25 Tuesday
The RFM Boat Shop opens at 9 
a.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The Kilmarnock & District Pipe 
Band rehearses at 7:15 p.m. at 
Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Weems. 462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.
The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 9:30 
a.m. at 2600 Washington Avenue in 
Newport News. 

25 Tuesday
Bridge will be played at 1 p.m. 
at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury.

26 Wednesday
The Rotary Breakfast Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s Restaurant in 
Kilmarnock.
The Kiwanis Club meets at 7:30 
a.m. at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for Kilmarnock, 
Irvington and White Stone meets 
at 12:30 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 2:30 p.m. at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock. 438-5127.
The RFM Quilters meet at 9:30 
a.m. at Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The Lancaster Lions Club will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at Rose’s Crab 
House in Kilmarnock.
Sen. Jim Webb’s Staff will hold 
office hours from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
Lancaster Community Library at 
235 School Street in Kilmarnock. 
For more information, visit www.
webb.senate.gov, or call Charles 
Stanton at 757-518-1674.

27 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens at 9 
a.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
No-Name Needlers will gather 
at 1 p.m.  at The Art of Coffee in 
Montross. 493-0873.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
Al-ANON meets at 7 p.m. at 
Riverside Warsaw Medical Arts 
building in Warsaw.
An Alzheimer’s Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury at 10:30 
a.m. 695-9382.
A Cancer Support Group will 
meet at Rappahannock General 
Hospital at 3 p.m. 435-8593.
Bingo will be played at the 
American Legion Post on Waverly 
Avenue in Kilmarnock. Doors open 
at 6 p.m.
A Depression Recovery Support 
Group will meet at 3 p.m. at the 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110.
A Rotary Pig Roast will be from 
5 to 9 p.m. at the Ware River 
Yacht Club. $20. Call 693-2040 for 
tickets.
A Creatures Of The Night Hike 
will be offered at Belle Isle State 
Park from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $3. 
462-5030.
Line Dancing is held from 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. at The Bay School on 
Main Street in Mathews. 725-1278.
The Board of Supervisors for 
Lancaster County will meet  at 7 
p.m.
Mahjong will be played at 10:30 
a.m. at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone. Drinks and dessert 
provided. Tables of three or more. 
$2 per person. 438-4152.

The Northern Neck 
Homebuilder’s Association 
will meet at 6 p.m. at Rose’s 
Crab House and Raw Bar in 
Kilmarnock. Keith Dobson, 
CPA, will speak on “Making a 
Business Plan” Reservations due 
by September 21. Call margaret 
at 580-2415.
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Feb. 9-16, 2008
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on Holland America’s ms Zuiderdam.

Cruise leaves from Ft. Lauderdale
and includes stops at Half Moon Cay,

St. Thomas, San Juan and The Turks & Caicos.
Book early and receive a 

FREE Pinnacle dinner for 2!
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April 27 - May 11, 2008
Adventure Travel’s 

10th Anniversary Special
See this spectacular 

engineering marvel from the 
luxurious ms Amsterdam.

Ft. Lauderdale to Los Angeles with 
stops in Colombia, Costa Rica & 

several on Mexico’s Western coast.

The Little Big Band

Performing at: 

Saturday
September 29th
From 5pm to 9pm 

AND
Saturday
October 6

From 5pm to 9pm  
$5 cover charge  

The Little Big Band 
and

Smokin’ Joe’s 
Have teamed up for  

an evening of   
Dancing under the 

stars with 
Music from the 
Big band era. 

55 Irvington Road,  
Kilmarnock, Va. 

804-435-6000 
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Fine Arts 
& Flowers
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Smokin’ Joe’s
6pm - 10pm • $5.00 Cover

The Janitors
Friday, September 21

804-435-6000 • Kilmarnock
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Domestic Beer $2.00 • Imported Beer $3.00
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■ Community chorus
The Community Chorus, under 

the direction of Beverly Edwards, 
fine arts director at St. Margaret’s 
School, will begin rehearsals for 
its Christmas Concert October 1 
at 7 p.m. in the music room of St. 
Margaret’s School in Tappahan-
nock.

The concert will include Wil-
liam Billings’ Christmas Cantata 
along with other selections by 
John Rutter and some by Robert 
Shaw. Membership in the chorus 
is open to anyone who enjoys 
singing and has some experience 
singing with church or school 
choirs. Members pay dues of $15 
per person, or $25 per couple.

■ Fish fry
The New St. John’s Usher’s 

Ministry will conduct a fish fry 
September 22, from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. at New St. John’s Baptist 
Church in Kilmarnock. Folks 
may dine in or carry out meals.

The menu will include fried 
fish and a choice of two sides, 
which include cole slaw, string 
beans, potato salad and greens. 
Hush puppies, corn bread, des-
sert and sodas are included. 
Donations accepted. For tickets, 
call Connie Palmer at 436-8053, 
or Bob Baker at 435-3701.

■ Recovery walk
The Substance Abuse and 

Addiction Recovery Alliance 
(SAARA) Bay Counties Affiliate 
will sponsor a Walk for Recov-
ery September 22 at 10 a.m. The 
Walk for Recovery will begin at 
Smokin’ Joe’s in Kilmarnock. 

Anyone may join the walk. 
Minimum donations for regis-
tration are $12 for individuals 
and $25 for a family of four. For 
more information, call 333-3671 
or 693-5057.

■ Powwow
The Chickahominy Indian 

Tribe will host its 56th annual Fall 
Festival and Powwow September 
22 and 23 at the Chickahominy 
Tribal Grounds in Charles City 
County. For directions and 
details, visit www.chickahomi-
nytribe.org; or call 829-2027

■ Oyster workshop
The Reedville Fishermen’s 

Museum will host its annual 
oyster gardening workshop Sep-
tember 22. Jim Wesson, head 
of oyster replenishment for the 
Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission, will make a presentation 
on oysters. The presentation will 
be in the sanctuary of Bethany 
United Methodist Church.

For more information regard-
ing oyster floats, seed oysters and 
related fees, call the museum at 
453-6529.

■ Native plants
The Virginia Native Plant Soci-

ety Northern Neck chapter will 
meet Thursday, September 20, at 
12:15 p.m. The meeting will be 
held in the church’s parish hall at 
Wicomico Parish Church (Epis-
copal) on Route 200 in Wicom-
ico Church.

Attendees are urged to bring 
a brown-bag lunch. The chapter 
hospitality committee will fur-
nish beverages and light refresh-
ments. The program will be a 
review of the chapter’s summer 
activities.

■ Fall bazaar
The 9th annual Fall and Holi-

day bazaar will be held at Irving-
ton United Methodist Church 
October 6, November 3 and 
December 1 from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. The bazaar features theme 
baskets, holiday items, enter-
tainment gifts, special tables and 
wreaths.

■ Benefit bazaar
The “Create for Haven’s Sake” 

bazaar to benefit the Haven Shel-
ter and Services will be held 
October 27 at St. Margaret’s 
School in Tappahannock.

Artists, crafters, needlework-
ers, bakers, and others are urged 
to donate their creations. Poten-
tial donors may call 445-0598, or 
443-5050.

■ Fall festival
The 12th annual Knights of 

Columbus Fall Festival with 
crafters, a bake sale, farmers’ 
market, next-to-new items, food 
and fun for the family, will be 
held September 22 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at De Sales Hall at 151 
Church Street in Kilmarnock.

■ Fairfields festival
The 12th annual Fairfields 

Fall Festival and Arts and Crafts 
Show will be held October 6 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Fairfields 
United Methodist Church in Bur-
gess. The festival will feature 
art, crafts, children’s activities, 
vintage car and tractor displays, 
food and baked goods.

■ Family night
A Family Night to benefit the 

March of Dimes, sponsored by 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department, will be held Friday, 
October 5, from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
the carnival grounds off Waverly 
Avenue in Kilmarnock.

There will be Bingo, popcorn, 
hot dogs, a jail-bail lock-up cell 
and inflatable bounce houses. The 
Honey Wind Bluegrass Band will 
provide musical entertainment.

■ Symphony ensemble
A Virginia Symphony ensem-

ble will present a program of 
17th- and 18th-century music at 
Christ Church at 4 p.m. Septem-
ber 22.

The performance will be open 
to the public. Seating is limited. 
Tickets are available for $25 in 
advance and $30 at the door. For 
tickets, call the church at 438-
6855. Proceeds will support the 
Foundation for Historic Christ 
Church’s programs in education, 
preservation and research.

■ King George Fest
The 49th annual King George 

Fall Festival will be the week-
end of October 12 through 14, in 
King George County. Activities 
will include a car show on Friday, 
a 5K run/walk on Saturday as 
well as a festival parade through 
King George Courthouse area at 
11 a.m.

A dance will be held Saturday 
from 8 p.m. to midnight at the 
King George Citizens Center 
featuring “Crossroads.” For more 
information, call 540-775-0271. 

■ Harp guitartists
Harp guitarists Andy McKee 

and Stephen Bennett will be 
featured September 21 at 8 p.m. 
in a Farmhouse Concert at the 
home of Mary Beane in Miski-
mon. $15. RSVP farmhouse_
concerts@hotmail.com.

■ Chorale rehearsals
Rehearsals for the Chesapeake 

Chorale holiday concerts will begin 
Monday, September 24, at 7 p.m. at 
Harmony Grove Baptist Church in 
Topping, and will continue Monday 
evenings through November 26. All 
interested singers are welcome. No 
auditions or fees are required. 

Concerts will be November 30 at 
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church; 
Saturday, December 1, at the Lan-
caster Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock; and Sunday, Decem-
ber 2, at St. Clare Walker Middle 
School in Locust Hill.

■ 90th anniversary
The Northumberland Red 

Cross Chapter was chartered 
August 3, 1917, and since that 
date has grown in volunteers and 
services to the local community.

On Sunday, November 4, a 
special volunteer recognition 
meeting will be held to honor 
those who have served the Nor-
thumberland Red Cross Chap-
ter over the years. Anyone who 
has served in the chapter, at any 
time during its 90-year history, is 
urged to contact the Red Cross 
office at 580-4933.

■ Square lessons
The Square Pegs Square Dance 

Club will host free nights of 
square dance lessons at Fairfields 
United Methodist Church in Bur-
gess October 4 and 11 from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Join in for fun, friend-
ship and good exercise.

■ RW-C bazaar
The 23rd annual Fall Bazaar 

will be held at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury Sep-
tember 22 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
There will be no early sales. 

■ Delaware trip
The Howland Chapel School 

Museum on November 3 will 
sponsor  a bus trip to Delaware 
with shopping, a buffet dinner and 
the hit play “Dream Girls” at the 
Toby Dinner Theatre in Baltimore.

The fee is $125 per person. A 
non-refundable deposit of $25 
must be made by August 31. Call 
462-5777.

Local News
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 Excerpts    by Henry Lane Hull
Delegate’s Report

by Del. Robert J. Wittman

Fiction or 
Fact

from Bob’s Almanac

Over the years Lancaster and Northumber-
land counties have shared many customs, 
things and people. One of Lancaster’s 

golden gifts to Northumberland came about over 
58 years ago when a young man from Remo mar-
ried a young lass from Weems and they settled in 
his home place on the Remo Road not far out of 
Wicomico Church. 

She was born Hazel Davis, (actually her first 
name is Edith), and his name is J.P. Conley. When 
Hazel arrived at Remo, J.P.’s father told her that 
every farmer’s wife must know how to milk a cow, 
to which Hazel politely replied that she would be 
an exception to that rule. In all other matters Hazel 
has filled the traditional lady’s role of life in the 
country to perfection.

Her house and her part of the farm operation 
never lack any attention to detail. Her decorative 
touch exhibits all of the charm of a featured arti-
cle in a glossy magazine or coffee table book. She 
blends the old with the new in an atmosphere of 
comfort and country elegance. With Hazel, the per-
sonal touch is omnipresent.

In the realm of culinary matters, visiting Hazel’s 
kitchen is like touring the cooking exhibits at the 
State Fair. Each jar which she cans, all the fruit that 
she preserves, and every meal that she serves look 
like a Matisse work of art. The colors, designs and 
presentation are impeccable. Seeing any of Hazel’s 
handiwork is a visual treat; dining on something 
she has prepared is a gastronomic delight, particu-
larly when she concludes a meal with her signature 
friendship cake.

The Conley farm has changed over the years, as 
have so many others, but the essential core remains 
the same: the vast vegetable patch which looks like 
a miniature Garden of Eden, the sweeping front 
lawn and the time-honored old barns, still serving 
albeit in transmogrified forms. Today there is no 
cow there to milk, nor horse to pull a plow, modern 
machinery having made its necessary inroads. 

Fifty-eight years later, Hazel and J.P. still sing in 
their church choir a short hop down the road and 
participate in its ice cream socials. Hazel’s home-
made renditions of ice cream go on all summer, 
both at home and at church, again exhibiting her 
inventiveness.

Over the years, Hazel also has made a number 
of quilts, items which are as artistic as her foods. 
She does nothing half-heartedly and everything 
with enthusiasm. She also has found a secret of 
perpetual youth in that the coal black hair which 
she had when I first met her nearly four decades 
ago, has only admitted a dozen or so gray ones to 
its domain.

The Conley family remains near its roots. Their 
son, Steve, runs the farm from home, and their 
daughter, Karen, and her husband, Curly Harcum, 
have built a new home on its edge. This year their 
granddaughter, Kelli, and her husband, Buck, have 
moved to Mila, the next outpost down from Remo.

Today is Hazel’s birthday, an event which should 
make all of Northumberland grateful for one of 
Lancaster’s finest exports whom we salute with 
pride and wish the best for years to come. 

Happy Birthday, Hazel! “Ad multos annos!”

As the summer wraps up, 
many of us are grateful for the 
cooler days and nights. For 
many, the heat of this summer 
and the lack of rain led to higher 
air conditioning bills and dried 
up flower beds. For many area 
farmers, the drought led to 
spoiled crops and decreased 
harvests.

All counties in District 99 
have requested federal disas-
ter designations, which make 
farmers eligible for low-inter-
est loans and supplemental 
relief that may be provided by 
Congress.

In order for this designation 
to be made, localities must pass 
resolutions requesting the des-
ignation and send them to the 
Governor’s office, which will 
then send the Virginia Farm 
Service Agency, a local branch 
of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, to the locality to 
assess the damage. Next, they 
meet with the county’s emer-
gency board and then review 
and approve loss assessment 
reports. 

The reports then go to the 
Virginia Department of Agri-

culture and Consumer Affairs 
where they are submitted to the 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
on the Governor’s behalf. It is 
then up to the USDA to review 
the reports and designate a 
locality as a primary natural 
disaster area, a contiguous nat-
ural disaster area, or to give it 
no designation.

Currently 61 localities have 
filed paper work to be named 
primary disaster areas; only 15 
have been designated so far. 
Of those, three are in the dis-
trict: Caroline, King George 
and Lancaster counties.  West-
moreland, Northumberland 
and Richmond counties are 
considered contiguous natural 
disaster areas and are awaiting 
designations as primary disas-
ter areas. 

Those in contiguous areas 
are also eligible to apply for 
low-interest emergency loans. 
Such loans are designed to 
help farmers recover from pro-
duction losses and may be used 
to restore property, pay pro-
duction costs associated with 
the disaster year, pay essential 
living expenses, reorganize the 
farming operation and refi-
nance certain debt.

Eligible farmers must be 
established family farm opera-
tors, have sufficient expe-
rience, be U.S. citizens or 
permanent residents and must 
have suffered at least a 30 per-
cent loss in crop production. 

Eligible farmers must have 
an acceptable credit history, 
should be unable to receive 
credit from commercial 
sources and must be able to 
provide collateral to secure 
the loan and have the ability 
to repay the loan. The maxi-
mum that can be loaned is 
$500,000. Loan applications 
must be received no later than 
eight months after the county’s 
disaster declaration. 

I can be reached at 804 493-
0508, or DelRWittman@house.
state.va.us.

Letters to the Editor
From Ashley Peterson, 
Avon, Ind.

I support Walter Harcum in his 
campaign for sheriff. I am very 
proud of my father. I have always 
counted myself lucky to know 
that I have him on my side and so 
should every citizen of Lancaster 
County. 

In response to a recent letter 
regarding Harcum’s campaign I 
would like to point out the fol-
lowing: As Harcum’s webmaster, 
he was not solely responsible for 
the re-routing of crocketforsher-
iff.com. That specific domain 
name was legally purchased by 
a private supporter of Harcum’s 
months ago while it was still 
available. The page you are refer-
ring to, while within Harcum’s 
website, is a non-biased statis-
tics page with information taken 
directly from the Virginia State 
Police annual report (viewable to 
the general public).

Furthermore, Crockett never 
announced that web address as 
his official web site. It is total 
assumption that that address 
would provide information for 
Harcum’s opponent. So I guess I 
am not totally sure why his integ-
rity should be questioned. 

In regards to Sheriff Crockett’s 
accomplishments: Some of the 
safeguard programs that have 
been created and implemented 
have proven to be effective for 
the citizens of Lancaster County. 
However, the primary mission of 
the Sheriff’s Office is and should 
be Law Enforcement. The main 

Time for a change concern should be to reduce 
crime. Arrest statistics for seri-
ous crimes are at new lows and 
are getting worse every year; that 
is an undeniable fact (statistics 
viewable at www.vsp.state.va.us/
Crime_in_Virginia.shtm).

I would think the citizens 
of Lancaster would be more 
concerned about the nature of 
these crimes that go unsolved 
every year. These are serious 
crimes, and if they have not 
already affected the daily lives 
of the people, should things go 
unchanged, they soon will.

This isn’t a popularity contest. 
This isn’t about who can smile 
the biggest or who looks better 
in the white shirt. It is about the 
safety of the citizens of Lan-
caster County. It’s about easing 
the pressure of drugs on children. 
It’s about making sure people are 
safe in their own driveways and 
homes and, let’s not forget, keep-
ing Lancaster County on the Pro-
gressive Farmers list of top 60 
places to live.

Results are what define a good 
leader and for the past few years, 
the results have been lacking.

It’s time for a change. 

From Tom Colligan, 
Urbanna

The Kilmarnock-Irving-
ton-White Stone Rotary’s Bay 
Seafood Festival was the most 
memorable of all. With 2,000 
tickets sold, it was amazing to 
see the years of team maturity in 
action.

From synchronous parking to 
the open doors, the pristine site 
was presented to us loyal patrons 
in a professional yet welcome 
manner. The 5 p.m. lines at the 
food stands were but minutes 
long, no matter how many people 
were in them.

As in the past, the food selec-
tion was fun and numerous. The 
familiar faces behind the stands 
add to the legacy of the event. I 
just hope the vendors understand 
how important their presence is. 
It is the predictable smoothness 
that draws us recurring custom-
ers. 

However, I am always sur-
prised of the organizers’ ability 
to improve an already flawless 
evening.

One last thought: Casper, the 
band that has graced this event 
for 10 years, is better than ever. 
I saw people ages 15 to 90 bob-
bing and rocking to some of the 
best selections of modern time. It 
was worth the $50 admission just 
to watch them perform.

The festival is part of the 
Northern Neck culture. It is our 
Mardi Gras, our Gasparilla Day, 
our Cherry Blossom festival. It is 
unifying and wholesome. It is a 
reflection of a true testament to 
the ethic and soul of who we are.

Seafood Festival
speaks volumes

From Kathy Kauffman, 
Topping

I love the Farmers’ Market 
in Irvington. I look forward to 
it every month and am always 
amazed by the variety of sellers 
and also the variety of dogs. 

The Labor Day event was 
extra-special. Everyone seemed 
to enjoy the sunshine, cool breeze 
and, with the Northern Neck 

Clean up 
after dogs

Kennel Club in attendance, even 
more dogs than usual.

I am writing to encourage 
those who bring their dogs to 
these events to carry along a few 
plastic bags. It amazed me to see 
a finely dressed woman with a 
small pooch on a leash stop, wait 
for the dog to squat, and casually 
move on as if the dog had noth-
ing to do with her. 

Where are our manners? What 
kind of example do we set with 
such cavalier behavior?

Perhaps in the planning for 
next years’ markets, there will 
be provision made to set aside an 
area to hand out (possibly recy-
cled) plastic bags for the purpose 
of cleaning up after dogs. 

Until then, we have two mar-
kets left in the year. Let’s make 
sure other people enjoy our dogs 
as much as we do by cleaning up 
after them when they are taken 
out in public.

From Mary Alice Marks, 
Kilmarnock

I am writing to express my 
support for Charlie Costello who 
is running for county supervisor 
in District 2. 

He has been a very active par-
ticipant in many public meetings 
of the planning commission and 
the board of supervisors. He is 
civic-minded and capable. He 
will be a very effective supervi-
sor.

Supporting 
Costello

From Mei-Li Beane, 
Kilmarnock

Last week, I was fortunate to 
attend the White Stone Town 
Council meeting and listen to 
Patrick Trueman of the Alliance 
Defense Fund. He came with 
the approval of the town man-
ager to lend his expertise in First 
Amendment Law as the town 
council considers whether or not 
to enact an ordinance regulating 
the placement and operation of 
sexually oriented businesses. 

This may seem like an odd 
topic for a pleasant little town 
like White Stone to take up, but 
the times are what they are. No 
one can deny that pornography 
and sexually oriented topics are 
foremost in the minds of many in 
the business community and the 
media since there is an enormous 
amount of money to be made. 

New businesses are moving 
into the Northern Neck at an 
alarming rate. Wal-Mart, PayDay 
Lenders and others will  attract 
further development in our area 
and, whereas economic develop-
ment is not negative in and of 
itself, unchecked development 
without restrictions can be prob-
lematic.

  For this reason, the Town 
of Kilmarnock and Lancaster 
County have enacted ordinances 
regulating where and in what 
matter such businesses may 
operate. This does not mean that 
Kilmarnock or the county are 
inviting such businesses, they are 
simply being realistic and pro-
active because, as Trueman elo-
quently explained, the Supreme 
Court has ruled that towns and 
counties cannot ban businesses 
they deem morally offensive, 
but they can regulate them to the 
point that such businesses would 
rather open up shop elsewhere. 

Concerned about 
White Stone

Since the Town of Kilmarnock 
and Lancaster County already 
have ordinances regulating sexu-
ally orientated businesses, White 
Stone is now the logical place 
for them to locate, should they 
choose to come to the Northern 
Neck. Concerned citizens may 
wish to contact the town coun-
cil about their lack of proactive 
action on this issue.

From Roy Carroll, 
Lancaster

To read the letters in last 
week’s Rappahannock Record, a 
person would think we’ve forgot-
ten about local elections.

We must not forget. They’re 
crucial to how we live our every-
day lives, as basic as what meets 
the eye as we go shopping.

Many citizens have said they 
want to keep the county rural. 
They want things to look nice. 
But what does that mean? And 
what do we  do about it?

That’s a problem, because 
beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder and one person alone 
can’t do anything, try as they 
might.

Can one person do anything at 
all?

I think so. We can cast a vote 
to elect a county supervisor 
who cares about the future of 
the county; someone who works 
hard at knowing what keeping the 
county rural means and someone 
who isn’t beholden to powerful 
interests.

One more thing, the candidate 
ought to be someone who will 
vote his conscience.

I think the voters of the second 
district can help the entire county 
by voting for Charlie Costello in 
November.

Vote for Costello

From Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

During the weeks since the 
bridge collapse in Minnesota, 
inspections of the Norris Bridge 
have revealed what I have heard 
described as “a cracked pin.” 
Within days, there appeared an 
electric sign for southbound traf-
fic advising motorists: “Legal 
Weights Only...On Norris 
Bridge...Overweight Permits 
Void..”

Perhaps this message is open 
to several interpretations, I’m not 
sure. it strikes me as a message 
that “legal weights” were estab-
lished at one time—presumably 
by structural engineers, but that 
“overweight permits” have been 
issued—presumably by govern-
ment officials/bureaucrats of 
some sort.

If my inferences are correct, I 
would suggest that the govern-
ment bureaucrats defer to the 
engineers and that there be no 
such things as “overweight per-
mits.”

Eliminate over-
weight permits 
for Norris Bridge

The
Record
Online

www.rrecord.com

by Robert Mason Jr.
Some readers love to hate the 

newspaper.
You know the ones. They can’t 

wait to get their hands on the 
daily or weekly paper so they can 
give it the critical once over. They 
aren’t interested in the news. They 
already know it. They know more 
than you. They know more than 
me. They know everything. And 
they are always right.

This love-hate relationship with 
the press is a patriotic thing. The 
seeds were planted about the time 
our nation was conceived, and it’s 
evolved with the country.

The founding fathers, knowing 
that their sons and daughters would 
sooner love to hate the government 
they were creating, established 
the Freedom of the Press to divert 
some of the hate. Newspapers, 
they surmised, would take the heat 
or serve as scapegoats. It’s human 
nature to shoot the messenger.

To nurture the love-hate thing, 
they used newspapers to spread 
the “news” of the nation and carry 
their advertisements. Then they 
slammed the newspapers at every 
opportunity. 

“If the Government and the 
Officers of it are to be the constant 
theme for Newspaper abuse, and 
this too without condescending to 
investigate the motives or the facts, 
it will be impossible, I conceive, 
for any man  living to manage 
the helm or to keep the machine 
together.”—George Washington

This was long before radio, 
television and internet. But, as the 
nation matured, government grew 
and these mediums materialized, 
they too have experienced their 
share of love-hate relationships as 
members of the collective press.

And yet more than 200 years 
later, the nation continues to 
evolve, the Freedom of the Press 
is continually challenged, and 
some readers still love to hate the 
newspaper.

We hear from folks of every 
political persuasion demanding we 
censure Letters to the Editor. We’ve 
made it easy for readers to avoid 
letters from writers whose opinions 
they might find objectionable by 
placing the writers’ names at the 
top of the letters. But, they read 
them anyway because they love to 
hate the newspaper.

There also are a number of read-
ers who live to find a misspelled 
word, a typo or other mistake. They 
love to read the newspaper and hate 
to see an error. Or, do they love to 
find fault to justify their discontent 
with what they read?

Never do they tally all the words 
spelled correctly and count all the 
articles without mistakes to report 
error-free statistics.

Maybe this quotation is still true:
“Were it left to me to decide 

whether we should have a gov-
ernment without newspapers, or 
newspapers without a government, 
I should not hesitate a moment to 
prefer the latter.”—Thomas Jef-
ferson.



Rappahannock Record, Kilmarnock, Va. • Sept. 20, 2007 • A5

�������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������
�������������

�����������������������
�������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������
�����������������������

���������������������������

���� ������������� ��� ��������� ��������� ����� ���� ���
���������������������������������������������������������
��������������������

��������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������
������� ����� ���� ������ ��� ���� ������� ������ ������
����������������������������������������������������
��� ����� ��� ���� ������ ������������� �������� ������ �����
�����������������������������������������������

��������� �������� ��� ��� ���� ����� ���� ��� ������ ���
��������� ������� ���� ��� �������� ���������� ���������
���������������������������������������������������
��������� ����������� ���� ����� ��������� �������� ���
�������� ��� ��������� ��� �������� ������ ������� ����
�����������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������� ���
�������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
�
���������������������������������������������������
�

�������������������������������
��������������������������

���������������������������

��������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������

����������������

����

�������������������������������

From Frank Mann,
Lancaster

Last week a letter appeared 
here headlined “Comparing lib-
erals to Osama bin Laden.” It’s 
pretty obvious that the author’s 
purpose was to smear liberals by 
comparing Osama’s latest video 
with some of the letters here crit-
ical of President Bush’s war.

Let me remind the writer that 
in general, these letters reflect the 
latest opinion polls which show 
that a majority of Americans also 
do not approve of what Bush has 
done in Iraq and believe this war 
was a mistake.

This war has accomplished 
little more than destabilize a 
country that had no part in 9/11 
and provide a new training 
ground for Al Qaeda. Now we are 
faced with the impossible task of 
getting out—which at best won’t 
happen for years.

In the meantime, Bush’s war 
strategy is costing us billions in 
national treasure, has grievously 
wounded thousands of brave sol-
diers, and sent over 3,700 of them 
home in flag-draped coffins—a 
toll that one major Republican 
leader casually dismissed as “a 
small price to pay.” Imagine the 
reaction of the families of those 
casualties upon hearing this.

As for giving “comfort to the 
enemy,” which the writer also 
accuses liberals of doing, the 
one giving Osama the most com-
fort is George W. Bush himself. 
This is because he attacked a 
Muslim country and allowed 
prisoner mistreatment at Abu 
Ghraib, Guantanamo and other 
locations—atrocities that have 
inflamed millions of Muslims 
who are exposed to videos of 
these events non-stop on al 
Jazzera TV. As a result, more 
Muslims than ever before hate 
America.

Bush’s sloppy leadership of this 
war has handed Osama an enor-
mously effective propaganda tool 
for recruiting terrorists which 
will plague us for years to come.

Bush’s war 
is a mistake

Letters to the Editor

From John S. Martin,
Weems

I support Ms. Diane Mum-
ford for election as the Lancaster 
County Circuit Court Clerk.

Ms. Mumford has served as 
a deputy clerk for 22 years and 
has been chief deputy clerk for 
the last five years. During my 19 
years of law practice in Lancaster 
County, I have come into contact 
with Ms. Mumford on a weekly 
basis.

While acting as chief deputy 
clerk, Ms. Mumford supervised 
the transfer of the land records 
(deeds, surveys and judgments) 
from paper records into an inte-
grated computer system. This 
makes these records available 
instantaneously and is of great 
service to land surveyors, apprais-
ers, realtors and title examiners. 
Title examination which used to 
take hours can now be accom-
plished in a matter of minutes.

Ms. Mumford is also respon-
sible for handling trust funds for 
Lancaster County, including trust 
accounts, condemnation accounts 
and tax sale proceeds. She over-
sees jury selection, including 
preparation of the master jury list, 
summons of individual juries and 
payment for jury service. Finally, 
she is experienced in handling 
both civil and criminal trials.

Ms. Mumford is competent, 
cheerful and progressive in her 
approach to her job. For these 
reasons, I support her candidacy 
for Circuit Court Clerk.

Mumford 
has experience

From Denise DeVries,
Kilmarnock

At 6:50 a.m., a smiling bus 
driver greets my daughter and 
when she drops her off at 4 p.m., 
she’s still smiling.

“Miss Sheryl is nice and also 
strict” says my daughter.

Northumberland Elementary 
School is filled with pleasant 
adults and mostly happy stu-
dents. No wonder Delia couldn’t 
wait for school to start.

Every day is better than the 
last, with art on Monday, music 
on Tuesday, and the new and 
exciting worlds of time tables 
and cursive writing.

Northumberland 
schools are great

From Laura Rowe, 
Kilmarnock

The Northern Neck Orchestra 
is no longer a true community 
orchestra. When you attend the 
next concert, look at all the miss-
ing faces.

The ones who live here are 
being replaced by musicians the 
conductor prefers over our local 
talent.

Orchestra divorced
from community

This is unfortunate because for 
many local musicians, the only 
opportunity afforded us to play 
our instruments has been with 
the Northern Neck Orchestra, 
which was begun as a commu-
nity orchestra in 1990.

The very people who have 
devoted time and talent for many 
years to make it a viable institu-
tion are leaving in large numbers. 
Some are leaving because of 
verbal abuse which is unprofes-
sional and unwarranted. Some 
are being replaced at the dress 
rehearsal and asked not to play 
solos they have been practicing 
the entire season.

This tragedy is going to affect 
the future of the orchestra. If 
the conductor chooses not to 
return at some time, he will take 
with him all his paid talent and 
replacements.

The former members will be 
left in shambles to pick up the 
pieces where they fall.

Many of the offended musi-
cians turned away will perhaps 
not want to return. Some of us 
are being invited to play for other 
orchestras in Richmond and 
other areas where we are appreci-
ated and will not feel compelled 
to support the Northern Neck 
Orchestra again.

So, please attend the next 
concert and enjoy the Northern 
Neck Orchestra while you can. If 
you’re enjoying the music, search 
for the familiar faces. You won’t 
find many.

From Matson C. Terry II,
Reedville

I support Albert Pollard’s 
candidacy for the Senate of Vir-
ginia.

I have the pleasure of knowing 
both candidates for the office. 
While I think Richard Stuart 
is a fine young man, I believe 
that Albert Pollard has a proven 
record of public service, having 
served in the House of Delegates 
for three terms.

His awareness of the prob-
lems with the Chesapeake Bay 
and his commitment to finding 
viable solutions while safeguard-
ing property rights, have earned 
my vote and, I hope, will garner 
the support of everyone who 
wants the world’s finest estuary 
returned to its former beauty and 
productivity.

It should go without saying, 
but I’ll say it anyway, that Albert 
is a person of the highest integ-
rity, and that his is a life devoted 
to the traditional values which 
Virginians have long cherished.

Pollard shares 
traditional values

From Bob Norman,
Lancaster

As everyone knows this is an 
election year and Ronnie Crock-
ett is running for re-election as 
sheriff of Lancaster County.

His opponent opened the cam-
paign with some pretty negative 
remarks. In an earlier letter Sher-
iff Crockett answered those criti-
cisms, but perhaps there is more 
that people should know.

One issue that Ronnie’s oppo-
nent talked about in a negative 
way was the department’s loss of 
the state accreditation. I have read 
the report from the accreditation 
team that last examined the sher-
iff ’s department. They found the 
department in compliance with 
171 of 172 standards that had to 
be met for re-accreditation.

The one deficiency was cor-
rected very quickly after the 
examination and I believe the 
department expects to regain 
accreditation in early 2008. As 
I recall, Ronnie’s opponent in 
this election made the allega-
tion that the loss of accreditation 
was due to poor administrative 
decisions. The report goes on to 
point out that his opponent was 
the accreditation manager for the 
sheriff ’s department  at that time. 
Certainly, in that position, he 
must have played a part in those 
poor decisions. Doesn’t it seem 
strange that Sheriff Crockett’s 
opponent didn’t mention that he 
was the accreditation manager in 
his earlier article?

His opponent also made the 
allegation that Ronnie is a part-
time sheriff, I assume the allega-
tion was made because he sells 
real estate part time on his off-
duty hours. Ronnie has served 
this county well since becoming 
sheriff in 1984. That’s 23 years of 
dedicated full-time service. There 
are no part-time law enforcement 
officers. My son is also a police 
officer. 

There are times when police 
officers and sheriffs are off duty 
and away from the job. During 
their off-duty times law enforce-
ment officers should be allowed 
to pursue other activities of their 
choice, but as professionals, 
they are never really away from 
the responsibility that comes 
with those positions. They carry 
pagers and cell phones, and they 

Re-elect 
Sheriff Crockett

are available and respond when 
called upon.

I have known Ronnie Crock-
ett through involvement with 
the sheriff ’s department, fire and 
rescue, and the Kiwanis Club of 
the Northern Neck and have the 
utmost respect for him as a person 
and a professional. This county is 
blessed to have had him as sheriff 
since 1984. In November, I urge 
everyone to join me in voting to 
re-elect Ronnie Crockett as Sher-
iff of Lancaster County.

From T. Bruce Anderson,
Irvington

We have been able to contact 
many of the inmates in the Lan-
caster Correctional Facility with 
a weekly program for the last 22 
years.

This has provided the oppor-
tunity to become acquainted 
with the staff that Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett has maintained during 
that period and is a true reflec-
tion of his ability to select quali-
fied personnel.

Under Crockett’s leadership 
the staff have shown understand-
ing and firmness to the inmates 
while also demonstrating com-
passion and enforcement of the 
law. We are fortunate to have a 
capable sheriff.

Sheriff is capable

From Agnes Carter, 
White Stone

The Bay Seafood Festival at 
Belle Isle State Park selling out 
of 2,000 tickets is predictable in 
recent years.

However, a good number of 
people also supported the First 
Friday Walkabout in Steptoe’s. 
This combination demonstrates 
that Lancaster County is a vibrant 
community.

A big attraction for the Step-
toe’s event was a shag dance con-
test sponsored by radio station 
101.7. In front of the Main Street 
Chevron Station, an audience 
enjoyed watching couples com-
pete for generous prizes of local 
gift certificates in addition to the 
grand prize of a weekend for two 
at Virginia Beach.

Swanks had a soup tasting and 
Kelsick Gardens Two hosted an 
organic wine tasting.

The Pedestal, Main Street 
Antique Mall, Rappahannock 
Art League, Chesapeake and 
Crescent, Carried Away Cuisine, 
among others, offered receptions 
to visitors.

There was a grand opening at 
The Heart of the Shepherd Chris-
tian Shop’s new location on Main 
Street.

The Bad Buoys provided enter-
tainment as they roamed among 
shops.

To top off the successful eve-
ning, the September weather was 
perfect for artists painting en 
plein air and strollers enjoying 
the wide sidewalks.

The last 2007 First Friday 
Walkabout will be October 5. 
Steptoe’s district will be ready 
and waiting for all 2,000 Sea-
food Festival revelers to join 
the excitement on the streets of 
Kilmarnock for the event’s grand 
finale.

More Walkabout 
visitors welcome

From John P. Hudson, 
Burgess

I was born November 7, 1946, 
at University Hospital in Char-
lottesville in the shadows of 
Thomas Jefferson’s home. For 
60 years I have been able to look 
upon the Old Dominion with love 
and pride. As a child I learned to 
sing “Dixie” and “Shenandoah” 
and other tunes and was proud of 
my heritage.

Recently, my wife made an 
honest mistake at a gas pump. 
She was treated like a criminal, 
actually worse than a criminal. 
Apparently with the new laws 
that our insane General Assem-
bly passed and the greed that 
our counties have for revenue, 
the general public can be totally 
hung out to dry. God help you if 
you are caught speeding: $1,000 
is the fine and this applies only to 
Virginia residents.

If someone swears out a war-
rant against you, you do not 
have the option of settling with 
the complainant. You are forced 
to hire a lawyer for $1,000 plus 
and to go to court. The warrant 
cannot be cancelled except by 
the Commonwealth’s Attorney 
and in Northumberland County 
he won’t talk to you.

Richard Stuart of Montross 
who is running for the State 
Senate recently made the state-
ment that these insane laws were 
the result of 20 years of work and 
that they were good for Virginia. 
That stance told me where my 
vote is going. 

Our ancestors are turning over 
in their graves. Our leaders have 
gone completely over the edge. 
What do Virginians have to look 
forward to next?

Stuart supports
insane laws

From Sam Marshall,
White Stone

I urge voters in the second dis-
trict to vote for Charlie Costello 
for supervisor and here’s why.

He is vitally interested in Lan-
caster County and in virtually all 
aspects from growth in jobs, ser-
vices, and facilities to maintain-
ing the pleasant rural lifestyle 
that we have here.

Outward evidence of his dedi-
cation is obvious since he attends 
and participates in most of the 
open meetings of the supervi-
sors. He is a regular participant 
in meetings of the planning com-
mission and has a firm grasp of 
all aspects of the county’s revi-
sion of the comprehensive plan.

In addition, he does his home-
work and solicits others’ thoughts 
before the meetings so he can 
properly represent his and their 
views.

Moreover, he understands 
county government, what can be 
done and can’t be done and how 
to accomplish goals. And very 
important, his background in 
accounting and financial analysis 
would be a valuable asset to the 
board.

I offer the above comments for 
those who do but may not know 
him. He would add a great deal 
of breadth to our county govern-
ment. Vote for Charlie.

Vote for Charlie

From Walter N. Cottrell,
White Stone

I urge readers to vote for Rich-
ard Stuart for election to the Vir-
ginia Senate from District 28 in 
November.

Richard is a hardworking 
attorney and former prosecutor 
who has the experience and lead-
ership to fight for conservative 
values that have made Virginia 
the great state that it is.

As a prosecutor, he knows the 
importance of fighting illegal 
immigration and will do this in 
the Senate.

He is dedicated to keeping 
taxes low on families and small 
businesses so that Virginia con-
tinues to be a prosperous state.

As a devoted husband and 
father, one of his top priorities 
is to keep families safe. He will 
fight to pass laws to keep preda-
tors from preying on our citizens 
while defending the traditional 
values that have made the Com-
monwealth strong.

As a former Marine, Richard 
Stuart is running for the State 
Senate to help build a stronger 
Commonwealth for everyone. He 
deserves your vote in November.

Vote for Stuart

From Bob Weber, 
Lancaster

After the President’s speech 
on Iraq, proponents of the war 
must be very pleased, since we 
are apparently going to be there 
indefinitely or permanently.

I would like to make a sugges-
tion to Congress, to vote a bind-
ing resolution, to stay or leave, 
with the understanding, that all 
members voting to stay shall 
spend 30 days embedded with 
a combat platoon and that they 
go on night patrols in Humvees 
riding down alleys wondering 
if at any moment they will be 
blown up.

I am sure these lapel flag 
wavers would leap at the oppor-
tunity to show their unwavering 
support of our troops.

This is actually a very easy 
war to support. Nobody is forced 
to go there unless they want to, 
and nobody is being asked to pay 
for it, as long as our benevolent 
friends in China are willing to 
loan us the money.

War supporters 
should embed 
with troops

From John Wilson Evans,
Evans Bowling Center,
Kilmarnock

To correct a letter to the 
editor last week, there has been  
a bowling center in Kilmarnock 
for over 60 years.

I took over Davis Bowling 
Center on Cralle Court behind 
Eubanks Hardware in 1974 and 
it has been open ever since. For 
20 years we’ve had leagues six 
nights a week and open bowl-
ing on Saturday nights at 7:30 
p.m. for anyone. In my 33 years 
of being open, I’ve had hun-
dreds of private parties which 
included Girl and Boy Scouts, 
birthdays, church groups and 
adult fun parties. We are listed 
in the white and yellow pages 
of the phone book under Evans 
Bowling Center.

The center is over 50 years 

We have a bowling facility
old and is not state-of-the-art, 
but we have women’s, men’s 
and mixed leagues during the 
week.

Through the years, if a Sat-
urday night was slow, I’d close 
around 10 to 10:30 p.m. and 
when I’d drive onto Main Street 
I’d see 20 to 25 kids gathered in 
the town parking lot. The idea 
that “there’s nothing for young 
people to do” and the statement 
that there’s “not even a bowling 
center in Kilmarnock” are not 
true.

I’m not open during the day 
because I work another job 
like most of the people who 
bowl. My intention was to keep 
this bowling center open until 
another one came to town and 
thanks to my dedicated bowl-
ers, I’ve been able to keep my 
word.
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Guidelines for election letters
Letters to the Editor commenting on positions of candidates in 

the November 6 election will be published in the Rappahannock 
Record as space allows through the October 25 issue.

No election letters will be published November 1, the Thursday 
before the election.

Letters should contain the name of the writer, place of residence 
and phone number. Phone numbers will not be published but are 
required in case the writer needs to be contacted.

Letters should be concise and to the point. All letters are subject 
to editing.

No more than two letters from the same writer will be published. 
Letters from the same writer are not published in consecutive 
issues.

In the event multiple letters contain the same or similar message, 
they may not all run. Letters obviously part of a letter-writing cam-
paign will not be published.

No attacks on a candidate’s personal life will be published. 
Statements that are obviously false, rumors and hearsay will not be 
published. Writers are reminded it is a misdemeanor in Virginia to 
knowingly submit false information for publication in a newspaper.

Letters from candidates will not be published prior to Novem-
ber 1 and then only if there is a demonstrated need to respond to a 
specific issue raised in a prior letter. Thank you letters will not be 
published.

Election letters are due by 11 a.m. on Tuesdays.

You will
LOVE
the deals in the

MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS
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Serving:
Middlesex
Mathews
Lancaster
Northumberland

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

urtains & Shades, LLC
Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887

Courtesy In-Home Consultations
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BIG 5-0!
We love you!

Love,
Your Family
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On September 12, more than 
135 supporters from Lancaster 
County attended a reception for 
Richard H. Stuart, former West-
moreland County Common-
wealth’s Attorney and Virginia 
Senate 28th District Republican 
candidate.

The event was hosted in 
Irvington by Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon Smith and Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas D. Monroe at the 
Monroe home.

The crowd included spe-
cial guest, retiring Sen. John 
H. Chichester. Sen. Chichester 
introduced Stuart by saying, 
“Richard is absolutely the best 
choice to replace me in the 
Senate. He will be a tremendous 
leader for Virginia and this dis-
trict. Richard has my complete 
support.”

Stuart thanked Sen. Chiches-
ter for his service to the people 
of the district and Virginia. 

“I am humbled to have Sen. 
Chichester’s support in this race. 
I am energized by the crowd 
this evening and our campaign 
continues to gain momentum 
that will push us to victory in 
November,” said Stuart.

“Richard Stuart enjoys tre-
mendous support in Lancaster, 
and we are very excited about 
his campaign,” said Douglas D. 
Monroe.

Sen. Chichester endorses Stuart for Senate

Virginia Senate candidate Richard Stuart (left) discusses cam-
paign issues with Sen. John H. Chichester.

Stuart recently received the 
endorsement of the Virginia 
Farm Bureau. In addition to the 
support of Sen. John H. Chich-

ester, Stuart is also endorsed by 
Del. Rob Wittman. Stuart is a 
land-use attorney and a former 
U.S. Marine.

(Reprint from the September 
20, 1907, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Lancaster Circuit Court

Convened Monday, Judge 
T.R.B. Wright presiding, and will 
probably hold until today.

Jno. Robt. Wright, (colored) 
indicted for buggery, forfeited 
$100 bail and has skipped.

J.Wm. Chowning, A.S. Mitch-
ell, W.C. Chilton, H.W. Treakle, 
L.M. Flippo, Frank Chase, R.S. 
Marsh, J.W. Mitchell and J.R. 
Webb, special grand jury, brought 
in the following indictments:

• Americus B. Ashburn, rape 
on Eva Stevens.

• Alfred Tomlin, for murder of 
one Albert Taylor July 18th.

• Henry Coleman, felony, 
shooting one Jno. James August 
25th.

On Tuesday, Commonwealth 
vs. Edward Somers for violation 
of local option laws. Fined $50.

Jury—W.T. Gill, J.R. Talley, 
Walter Belfield, Geo. Lewis, I.O. 
Cox, G. R. Dunton.
Lancaster Courthouse

The High School opened 
Monday with an enrollment of 
64 and the prospect for a much 
larger attendance is very flatter-
ing.
Millenbeck

Miss Bessie Schools has 
returned to her home in Saluda 
after spending several days at the 
home of her brother.

Mrs. Ida Dunaway is visiting 
relatives in Lively this week.

P.D. Stevens was in Washington 
last week with a load of melons.
Lively

Mr. Scott and son have returned 
to their home in Fredericksburg 
after a week stay at the home of 
H.W. Haynie.

Haynie and Bro. have moved 
their sawmill to the standing 
timber on a tract of land belong-
ing to R.O. Norris Sr., near here.

Dr. C.T. Pierce, of Litwalton, 
is still a little lame from a rising 
on his foot. The Doctor has but 
recently recovered from a slight 
attack of appendicitis.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Yesteryear
in Lancaster

On August 26, former Gov. 
Mark Warner and Sen. Edd Houck 
of Spotsylvania spoke at an event 
held for Albert Pollard, candidate 
for Virginia Senate in District 28, 
at the Rowser Building in Staf-
ford. 

Warner and Houck had compli-
mentary words about Pollard and 
urged the crowd to give their time 
to get Pollard elected. 

“Albert, I want you as a col-
league. I want you there because 
we need to make sure we have a 
sensible center in Virginia and we 
need someone we know will do an 
outstanding job,” said Houck. 

“Albert Pollard brought inde-
pendence, he brought smarts, he 

Former Gov. Mark Warner
stumps for Albert Pollard

Albert Pollard and former Gov. Mark Warner chat at the Staf-
ford event.

The Lancaster Democrats 
will meet at 6:30 p.m., Monday, 
September 24, at the Bank of 
Lancaster northside branch in 
Kilmarnock. Before the busi-
ness meeting, beverages and 
light snacks will be served.

The main presentation on the 
agenda will be a talk by labor 
organizer Larry McGlamary 
who will discuss the current 
situation in the labor move-
ment, particularly the effects 
of politics on labor organizing 
in the country and the various 
laws passed during Reagan and 
Bush administrations which 
have limited labor activities.

Also on the agenda will be 
updates on the upcoming Dem-
ocratic picnic encompassing 
four Northern Neck counties at 
Belle Isle State Park October 
13.

In addition, there will be an 
update on various Democratic 
candidates seeking state office 
in November and what local 
Democrats can do to help Mark 
Warner in his campaign for the 
Senate in 2008.

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee activi-
ties is invited to attend. For 
more information, contact com-
mittee chairman Donna Thomp-
son at 436-0605, or visit www.
lancovadems.org.

Lancaster 
Democrats 
meet Monday

brought a creativity and a people-
person approach to the legisla-
ture,” said Warner. “And let me 
testify, he was always an indepen-
dent voice for his constituents.”

Also in the audience was 
former Del. and Secretary of Nat-
ural Resources W. Tayloe Murphy 
Jr. showing his support for Albert 
Pollard. 

“I am proud to stand next to 
these Virginian leaders and hum-
bled to hear their kind words,” 
said Pollard. “With the support of 
the voters of the 28th Senate Dis-
trict, I look forward to working to 
making our systems of education, 
transportation and the environ-
ment work for Virginians.”

by Sen. Jim Webb
Later this month, the Senate 

will turn its attention to the 2007 
Farm Bill. This legislation is con-
sidered every five years in order 
to renew the nation’s basic agri-
cultural programs, including the 
loan and price support programs 
that have helped ensure a safe 
and abundant food supply for 
the American people. An impor-
tant secondary goal of the Farm 
Bill is to support farm income 
and strengthen investment in our 
nation’s rural communities.

Agriculture and forestry are 
critical to Virginia’s economy. 
They generate more than $47 bil-
lion annually and employ thou-
sands of people in a wide range 
of jobs. From tomato growers 
on the Eastern Shore to peanut 
and cotton growers in Southside 
to dairymen in the Shenandoah 
Valley, the Farm Bill is vital to 
our entire state.

I have deep roots in Southwest 
Virginia and I appreciate the 
challenges facing farms today. 
This is especially true in light of 
the severe droughts experienced 
throughout the state, the rising 
costs of fuel and feed, and higher 
land prices. Through the Farm 
Bill and the economic devel-
opment programs it supports, 
Congress helps farmers con-
front these challenges and builds 
stronger economies in our rural 
communities. 

As the Senate takes up the 
2007 Farm Bill, one of our high-
est priorities must be to ensure 
that Virginia’s agricultural prod-
ucts are competitive in domestic 
and global markets. I will work 
to ensure that the loan and price 

Northern Neck voters have a 
new resource on the internet, a 
website hosted by the 99th Legis-
lative District Republican Com-
mittee.

The site, www.northernneck-
republicans.org., has information 
on county Republican commit-
tees, Republican candidates and 
political news relating to the 
Northern Neck. The 99th House 
of Delegates district includes 
King George, Lancaster, Nor-
thumberland, Richmond, and 
Westmoreland counties, as well 
as two precincts in Caroline 
County.

“Effective representative gov-
ernment is possible only when 
the electorate is well informed,” 
said Carol Dawson, chairman 
of the 99th District Republican 
Committee.

“The committee is introducing 
this new website so that voters in 
our area will have access to up-
to-date information on Republi-
can Party leaders at the county 
level, local candidates nominated 
by the Republican Party to run in 
the general election November 
6, and on important develop-
ments in the news of the day, said 
Dawson.

The site includes contact infor-
mation for Republican incumbent 
Rob Wittman, news on the 28th 
Senatorial District campaign, a 
calendar listing important dates 
of party events throughout the 
Northern Neck, and contacts for 
the website’s sponsors.

The site is designed and main-
tained by Dave Mower of GGC 
Web in Kilmarnock.

District 99 
Republicans 
introduce website

Supporting Virginia’s farmers
support programs for corn, soy-
beans, peanuts, milk and other 
commodities provide the right 
incentives to encourage adequate 
production at fair prices.

A second priority must be land 
conservation. In recent years, the 
Farm Bill has placed renewed 
emphasis on environmental stew-
ardship and sustainable farming 
practices. For Virginia and our 
neighboring states, this empha-
sis on conservation has particu-
lar significance for the ongoing 
efforts to clean up the Chesa-
peake Bay.

Through the Farm Bill, I am 
working with Sen. Warner to pro-
vide increased funding to help 
clean up the Chesapeake Bay. 
The legislation we introduced, 
the Chesapeake’s Healthy and 
Environmentally Sound Steward-
ship of Energy and Agriculture 
Act, will provide funding to help 
farmers implement best manage-
ment practices and build much 
needed buffers to reduce fertil-
izer and waste runoff into our 
rivers and streams. 

Beyond farm income security 
and land conservation, we must 
also work to diversify and expand 
domestic sources of ethanol. 
While increased production and 
use of ethanol has helped advance 
the goal of energy independence, 
it has had the unintended con-
sequence of sharply increasing 
costs for corn and other sources 
of feed. This in turn has nega-
tively affected beef cattle, dairy 
and poultry producers. I believe 
it is important to invest in alter-
native sources of ethanol, such 
as switchgrass or corn stover, to 
alleviate these burdens.

The Farm Bill is more than just 
agricultural policy. For Virginia’s 
47,000 farms, it is an investment 
in our rural communities that 
will help ensure their vitality and 
prosperity. Rural development 
programs in the Farm Bill also 
focus on renewing critical infra-
structure such as water and waste 
facilities, expanding broadband 
access and addressing healthcare 
access, emergency services and 
first responder needs.

I look forward to working with 
the other members of the Virginia 
delegation and our farm organi-
zations as we seek to address the 
needs of our farming and rural 
communities. I also encourage 
Virginians to visit my website, 
www.Webb.senate.gov, contact 
my office and let me know what 
they would like to see in this 
important piece of legislation. 

Email your  NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com
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Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury

Saturday, September 22, 2007
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Old Salem Road, Route 646, Irvington

Granny’s Kitchen, Granny’s Garden, Bountiful Books, 
RW-C Boutique, Attic Treasures, Westbury Club, Assorted Vendors 

And the RW-C Cookbook, “With These Hands”

www.citravel.com • kilmarnock@citravel.com

For more information, call (804) 435.2666

New & Exciting
Cruises & Bus Trip Getaways!

For the Best trips at the Best rates, it’s
always CI All Seasons Travel!

”Christmas In New York”-  Bus Trip - Nov 27 & Dec 6
Tickets to Radio City Christmas Spectacular with the "Rockettes"
Accommodations • Breakfast daily • Roundtrip transportation and more!

Nov 27 - Limited Space Available • Dec 6 - Waitlist Only! 

Eastern Caribbean Cruise - 7 Days - Jan 20
Board the Carnival Victory in Miami and set sail to the amazing
tropical islands of San Juan, St Thomas and St Marrten.

Family of 4 from $1590! Limited Space Available - Book by Oct 2 

Panama Canal Cruise - 10 Days - Feb 5
For the ultimate cruise escape, join Princess Cruise Lines on a 10-day
adventure that takes you through the phenomenal Panama Canal.

Golf and Cruise Bermuda - 6 Days - July 5
Golfers and their companions can sail from Norfolk to Bermuda. This
voyage offers you a one-of-a-kind golf getaway with opportunities to
play at two of Bermuda’s best golf courses, and more!

Alaska Cruise - 7 Days - June 16
Witness the wonders of the Gulf of Alaska, Glacier Bay National
Park and the breathtaking beauty of Prince William Sound aboard
Princess Cruise Lines. 
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Ethan Jackson of White Stone has 
announced the arrival of his little 
sister, Riley Nicole Sonni Jackson, 
born July 14, 2007, at Memorial 
Regional Hospital. She weighed 8 
pounds, 1 ounce.

Their parents are Benjamin and 
Jessica Jackson of White Stone.

Their grandparents are Bruce and 
Linda Walker of Ottoman, Richard 
and Lisa Pittman of Weems, and 
Jay and Barbara Jackson of White 
Stone.

Their great-grandparents are 
Kendrick Walker of Kilmarnock, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Weigand of 
Henrico, Mrs. Loucille Jackson of 
Deltaville and Mrs. Beverly Benson 
of Weems.

Jimmy and Tammy Revere of 
Lancaster announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Rebekah 
Leigh Revere, to Dewayne Terrell 
Norris, the son of Veleta Norris 
of Kilmarnock and Robert Beale 
of Weems.

Miss Revere is the grand-
daughter of Barbara Revere and 
the late James Revere of Lan-
caster and of Charles and Hazel 
Shreve of Weems. 

Norris is the grandson of Fran-
cis and James Carter of  Weems.

Miss Revere and Mr. Norris 
are 2004 graduates of Lancaster 
High School.  A February wed-
ding is planned.

Mr. Milton Clark of South-
bridge, Conn., was the guest of 
Mrs. Mary Lent in Weems on 
Friday and Saturday.

Mr. Melvin Pitman was the 
guest of honor last Sunday at the 
home of his son and daughter-in-
law, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Pitman, 
when they entertained friends 
and neighbors on his 90th birth-
day.

Ralph and Joan Bailey have 
returned to their home in Merry 
Point from a 7-day cruise to 
Venice.

The Bluff Point Ecumeni-
cal Men’s Breakfast Group met 
Sunday at the home of Ryland 
Gaskins in Ditchley.

On Sunday St. Andrews Pres-
byterian Church in Kilmarnock 
will dedicate the new addition to 
their sanctuary, Sunday School 
room and terrace.

Mr. and Mrs. Kemp Lehman of 
Baltimore were in town this week 
visiting friends. The Kemps were 
longtime residents of Weems. 
While here, Mrs. Kemp and other 
members of the River Quilters 
will attend the Quilters Retreat in 
Blackstone.

The Rev. Ron Jones recently 
underwent cataract surgery on his 
left eye with good results. He is 
quite pleased with the results that 
allow him to see clearly without 
glasses.

Mrs. Lois Jones is on a trip 
to the General Board of Global 
Ministries Office of the United 

Methodist Church in New York 
City. She is traveling with a 
group of 25 persons from the Vir-
ginia Conference. They will have 
one day at the United Nations 
and one day having the mission 
program of this office explained 
in terms of how missionaries are 
trained and sent out across the 
world. She will return to the area 
by Friday.

Mr. and Mrs. Innis Wood’s 
overnight guests last week were 
two of his former Korean army 
buddies, John Farnam of Little 
Rock, Ak., and Asber Turner of 
Lewisburg, Ky.

Betty and Larry Taylor have 
returned from Salina, Kan., 
where they attended Larry’s 
World War II ship’s reunion. The 
U.S.S. Mullany was a 2,100-ton 
Fletcher Class Destroyer, the only 
navy ship to have served in three 
wars, World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam. Betty and Larry vis-
ited with Larry’s sister-in-law in 
Wichita, Kan., and then drove to 
Salina, Kan. There was a memo-
rial service at the Salina World 
War II Memorial Park and the 
group visited the Eisenhower boy-
hood home, library and museum 
in Abilene. Everyone enjoyed a 
nice lunch on the Smoky Valley 
excursion train. On Saturday all 
went to the Rolling Hills Wildlife 
Refuge and wound up the reunion 
with a banquet on Saturday eve-
ning. Five World War II veterans 
were in attendance.

Rick and Sandy DeWald of 
Orchard Point in Weems cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary August 30 with a 
luncheon at Copper Beach Inn 
in Irvaryton, Conn., with their 
children, grandchildren, a sister, 
nieces and friends.

Their children are Cary and 
Russ Jeffrey of East Greenwich, 
R.I., Cris and Brendan Walsh of 
Ridgefield, Conn., Cyndy and 
Mark Moyer of Westport, Conn., 

and Rich and Amy DeWald of 
Sandy Hook, Conn.

At the luncheon, some of their 
13 grandchildren gave short talks 
about how they are thankful for 
the opportunity to be celebrating 
the 50th anniversary. One gave 
up a scheduled paint-ball compe-
tition. Another reminisced about 
learning how to shake hands 
from grandpa. There was a lot of 
fun and all the comments were 
greatly enjoyed.

Celebrating 50 years
Franklin and Cynthia Birdsall celebrated 50 years of marriage 
September 19 with a glass of wine. They met in the Panama 
Canal Zone and were married in Sausalito, Calif., in 1957. They 
have five children, 12 grandchildren, a great-grandchild, three 
sons-in-law and three daughters-in-law. 

Rachel Wiggins turned 103 
September 19 at the Lancashire 
Convalescent and Rehabilitation 
Center in Kilmarnock. 

Wiggins was born and raised in 
White Stone. She has lived most 
of her life in Kilmarnock.

She moved to the Lancashire 
six years ago. She has been an 
active member of Calvary Bap-
tist Church for some 65 years.

Local News

Rebekah Leigh Revere and 
Dewayne Terrell Norris

Revere–Norris

DeWalds celebrate 50 years

Rick and Sandy DeWald

Riley Nicole Sonni Jackson 
and Ethan Jackson

Wiggins 
turns 103

The Woman’s Club of Nor-
thumberland County recently 
announced its activities through 
October at the club facility in 
Lottsburg.

On September 24, a game and 
bridge day will start at 11:30 
a.m. Guests and members may 
bring friends and enjoy an after-
noon of cards or board games, 
said Cheryl Insko. Call 453-
4473 for additional details.

On October 6, the club will 
participate in Lottsburg Fall 
Festival in partnership with 
Allison’s Ace Hardware. The 

The Genealogical Society of 
the Northern Neck of Virginia 
will hold its opening meeting of 
the 2007-08 term, Saturday, Sep-
tember 22, at the Parish House 
of St. Mary’s White Chapel 
Episcopal Church.

President Robert N. McK-
enney will call the meeting to 
order at 10 a.m. A coffee hour 
will precede the meeting. All 
members are urged to attend. 
Anyone interested in genealogi-
cal pursuits will be welcomed.

Following the business meet-
ing, vice-president Robert 
Lumsden will introduce the 
morning program. William 
Hathaway Chapman will speak 
on “Enon Hall and the Hathaway 
Connection.”

Chapman is a Hathaway 
descendant, the son of Lancaster 
County natives. He and his 
family split their time between 
Richmond and Enon Hall near 

Births

White Stone.
When quite young, he visited 

the 18th-century structure and 
made a commitment to acquire 
it at some later date. He did so 
in 1999.

“The Genealogical Society is 
indeed privileged to have Mr. 
Chapman, a historical inter-
preter, an individual of great 
genealogical interest, an indi-
vidual able to relate to the his-
tory and genealogy of Lancaster 
County, as its opening fall pro-
gram,” said President Robert N. 
McKenney.

For those not familiar with St. 
Mary’s White Chapel Episcopal 
Church, at the light in Lively 
turn left if coming from lower 
Lancaster County or turn right 
if coming from upper Lancaster 
County. Follow the road to its ter-
minus. The church, church cem-
etery, and church parish house 
will be on the right at that point.

Genealogical Society to meet

club will sponsor a bake sale 
and offer club space for a com-
munity yard sale. Tables are $15 
to $25 each. Call Peggy Roberts 
at 580-8205 for details.

On October 9, a business 
meeting will be held at 11:45 
a.m.

On October 25, the club will 
host a Red Hat bingo and bag 
lunch at noon. All Red Hatters 
are invited. Call Roberts for 
details.

On October 29, a game and 
bridge day will start at 11:30 
a.m.

Woman’s Club announces 
upcoming activities in Lottsburg

PET OF THE WEEK
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Ad Sponsored by Animals First
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Engagements

More and more, pets are 
becoming a bigger part of the 
family. Few people can envi-
sion life without their pets, even 
if such a separation is relatively 
brief.

While pets used to spend 
time at the local kennel or dog-
gies hotel once it came time for 
family vacations, nowadays they 
are joining their families for 
some fun in the sun or snow.

Those looking to take their pet 
along for the ride come their next 
vacation should know it takes 
some planning and forethought 
to make Fido’s first vacation a 
successful one.

• Clear room for a crate: Pets 
can grow unruly on long car 
rides, so even if a pet is used to 
car trips and behaves without a 
crate, it’s best to bring one along. 
Collapsible crates work best, 
because they can be folded com-
pactly when the pet’s not inside. 
If a pet needs to be crated at all 
times, make sure the leash isn’t 
attached while the pet is in the 
crate.

• Bring some snacks along: 

Snacks can be man’s other best 
friend when traveling with 
pets. A ball stuffed with treats 
or peanut butter can keep a pet 
occupied.

• Bring everything up to date: 
If a dog or cat gets loose around 
the neighborhood, chances are a 
neighbor will recognize him and 
bring him home safely. However, 
if a pet gets loose when traveling, 
all the local animal control will 
have to go on is the pet’s tags. 
So make sure all tags are cur-
rent, stating the owner’s name, 
address and cell phone number, 
and when the pet’s last rabies 
vaccination was administered.

• Before leaving, bathe pets: 
Bathe pets either the morning 
or the night before leaving and 
don’t take along items that might 
have a strong odor of animal 
smell, such as a bed or blanket.

• Visit the vet: Just to be safe, 
schedule a visit to the veterinar-
ian before taking off on any trip. 
This will ensure that the pet is 
good to go and won’t experience 
any unforeseen problems while 
on vacation.

Taking the family pet along for the ride

Remember to give your pets fresh,Remember to give your pets fresh,Remember to give your pets fresh,Remember to give your pets fresh,Remember to give your pets fresh,
clean, cool water everyday...especiallyclean, cool water everyday...especiallyclean, cool water everyday...especiallyclean, cool water everyday...especiallyclean, cool water everyday...especially
during the hot months of the summer!during the hot months of the summer!during the hot months of the summer!during the hot months of the summer!during the hot months of the summer!
Barnaby, spokesdoggie
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Fall & Winter Hours
 Monday . . . . . . closed
 Tues. – Thurs. . 4–9 p.m.
 Friday  . . . . . . 4 – 10 p.m.
 Saturday . . . . . 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
 Sunday . . . . . . 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Thank you for your support this summer!
Deltaville’s Waterfront Restaurant Overlooking Broad Creek

1134 Timberneck Road   W   Deltaville, Va.   W   776-8822
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Cyndy’s Bynn is 23!
Come Celebrate With Us!

In-Store Fashion Shows:
Saturday, September 22 & Wednesday, September 26

Starting at 2 PM - Reservations Required

Prizes • Special Discounts • Refreshments

Special Gift With This Ad

Hours:  Monday through Saturday, 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.
24 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482 • 804-435-8800  

www.chesapeakecrescent.com

Sale on Lee Furniture
40% off suggested retail during September 

In stock items & special orders
Upholstered, Slipcovered & Leather Furniture Made in North Carolina

Sofas, Sectionals, Chairs, Ottomans, Headboards & More!
Choose from hundreds of fabrics and leathers.   

Great legs. 

Steel strapping 
for spring support

Nine finish 
options for frames 
with exposed wood

Premium 
quality cushions– 
down optional

Eight way hand 
tied springs

Hardwood frame 
double doweled 
blocked corners

Well built. 
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The Kilmarnock Chamber of 
Commerce will host Scottish Fest 
October 20 on Augusta Street at 9 
a.m.

The event includes pipe 
bands, a Celtic band, border col-
lies, Scottish dancers, cloggers, 
llamas, alpacas, miniature horses, 
children’s games, arts, crafts and 
food. 

Also on Augusta Street, the 

The fi fth annual Italian Fes-
tival will be held October 13 
and 14 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 
Walsingham Academy at 1100 
Jamestown Road in Williams-
burg.

The festival offers family fun, 
Italian food, tastings by eight 
top Virginia wineries, kids’ 
activities, 40 arts and crafts 
vendors and music.

 Accordionist Jim Rice will 
stroll the grounds playing oldies 
and favorites and also will per-
form on-stage with the Wise 
Guys, including Dale Wise on 
accordion and Terry Metcalf on 
the mandolin.

Tickets including wine tast-
ing are $12 in advance and $15 
at gate. Without wine, $5 in 
advance, $8 at the gate.  Chil-
dren 15 and under are free. 
Active duty military mem-
bers and families are free with 
proper ID.

For tickets, call 757-220-
5535, or visit www.ciaowil-
liamsburg.org. 

The Dog Gone Dog Show, 
where the mutt and the purebred 
are on equal terms, will return 
October 13 for a seventh year to 
Dream Fields near Kilmarnock.

Beginning at 11 a.m., owners 
may enter their dogs in various 
categories, including cleverest 
tricks, best tail wagger, a pooch 
who can smooch, best beggar 
and owner and pooch look-a-
like. A pet photo contest open to 
all pooches also will be held.

The cost to enter is $3 per dog 
per event. The admission fee is 
$5 for adults and free to chil-
dren ages 12 and younger. Pro-
ceeds will be used for the care of 
Northern Neck Animals.

The Animal Welfare League 
will sell Gunther’s Gourmet 
Salsas.

Admittance and event fees will 
be collected at the gate. The rain 
date is October 20.

A listing of all events and times 
will be available in Kilmarnock 
at the Animal Welfare League 
(AWL), and various locations 
around town. AWL will mail a 
listing to anyone who calls 435-
0822 or 462-7541.

Dog Gone
Dog Show
is Oct. 13

Italian festival
set Oct. 13-14
in Williamsburg

Scottish Fest is October 20
Kilmarnock Museum will host 
their annual artifact identifi ca-
tion session with members of the 
Richmond-Nansemond Chapter 
of the Archaeological Society of 
Virginia distinguishing without 
charge ceramics, other artifacts 
and fossils brought by the public.

The fi rst Scottish Fest Collec-
tor Car Show will be held on the 
municipal parking lot on Main 

Street. The non-judged event 
with free registration will be open 
to vehicles 25 years and older. 
Plaques will be presented to the 
fi rst 100 vehicles and awards and 
prizes will be presented.

The Lancaster High School 
Red Devils Marching Band will 
conduct its annual fund drive and 
the middle and high school bands 
will provide concerts.    

Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury’s 23rd annual Fall 
Bazaar will be September 22 in 
the Chesapeake Center from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Booths include Bountiful 
Books; Granny’s Kitchen, with 
homemade breads, desserts and 
jams; Granny’s Garden, with 
fall plants and shared perenni-
als; and the Westbury Club, with 
handmade items, baked goods 
and white elephant sales. Artist 
and resident Margaret Feil will 
have a booth of original water-
colors and collage. There will 
be some outside vendors.

The RW-C Boutique will 
feature lined baskets, humbug 
bags, lap quilts, greeting cards 
made from residents’ art in 
watercolor class, and crocheted 
and knitted items.

“There’s a regular knitting 
frenzy going on now,” said 
Rebecca Ford. “All you need 
to do is give these knitters a 
piece of string and they take 
off. They’ve made hats, mit-
tens, baby booties and shawls. 
It was started more as a mission 
to make items for the children 
in Afghanistan.”

Among the furniture in the 
Attic Treasures booth will be 
three dining room tables, and a 
sideboard and matching lined 
silver chest. There are unmatched 
side chairs, a lady’s rocker, vari-
ous lamps, two leather-topped 
end tables, two stereo cabinets, a 
velvet bench and a love seat that 

converts into a twin bed.
Miscellaneous items include 

an assortment of Italian pottery, 
a set of artichoke plates, sets of 
wine glasses, a Fire King batter 
bowl, two sets of poker chips 

Fall bazaar is Saturday

The King Carter Quilters 
recently donated a handmade 
queen-sized quilt to the Lan-
caster/Northumberland Habitat 
for Humanity for raffl e.

Board members and support-
ers are selling tickets. Tickets 
also are available at the Irvington 
Farmers’ Market, and at a number 
of local businesses.

“We are so thankful for the 
wonderful support we have 
received from the initial dona-
tion of the quilt, to those who 
have given areas to display the 
quilt, those who have helped 
sell tickets, and those who have 
purchased tickets,” said Nancy 
Brown.

Most recently, Amy Lewis 
arranged to display the quilt at 
Rappahannock Westminster-Can-
terbury. It hangs on a wall in the 
main lobby near the post boxes. 
In addition, RW-C has donated a 
table in the Fall Bazaar Saturday, 

Quilt raffl e tickets
to be sold at bazaar

September 22, where raffl e tick-
ets will be available.

“I’d like to thank Ms. Lewis 
and RW-C for the generous sup-
port of this project,” said Brown. 
“Also, I’d like to thank Rosemarie 
Smallwood and Mary Hicks for 
volunteering to sell tickets at this 
event. These two ladies are also 
two of the talented women who 
created our quilt. I hope anyone 
who is interested in hand-sewn 
quilts will stop by at RW-C’s Fall 
Bazaar to see the quilt and take 
the opportunity to learn from the 
quilters about how it was made.” 

Tickets will continue to be 
available at the Irvington Farm-
ers’ Market and The Local in 
Irvington; Allison’s Ace Hard-
ware in Lottsburg; and Bay Trust 
Co., Carried Away Cuisine, Ches-
apeake Bank, Foxy, Main Street 
Chevron, Twice Told Tales, Pic-
ture Me and Main Street Antique 
Mall in Kilmarnock.

The drawing will be held in 

and several vintage handbags, 
on display in the curio cabinet 
in the Chesapeake Center.

Bazaar profi ts through the 
years have benefi ted the RW-C 
Foundation, the Bazaar Per-

Meade Neale Kilduff and her 
son, W. Leslie “Les” Kilduff Jr. 
will be honored at the annual 
dinner meeting of Northum-
berland Preservation Inc. (NPI) 
October 5 at Indian Creek Yacht 
and Country Club.

Mrs. Kilduff played a leader-
ship role as a founding board 
member  for Northumberland 
Preservation Inc. in 1983.  She 
has served as a board member 
of the Northumberland County 
Historical Society, and assisted 
in the establishment of the foun-
dation of Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern. 

She  also was a  founding 
board member of Northumber-
land Public Library, as well as 
contributing lay  leadership at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.  
Mrs. Kilduff and her husband, W. 
Leslie Kilduff Sr., who retired as 
an executive oil distributor,  live 
in Heathsville. 

 Les Kilduff also plays an 
important role as a current board 
member  of NPI.  Holding a law 
degree from the Marshall-Wythe 
School of Law of the College of 
William and Mary,  Les Kilduff 
is a partner  of Burke and Kilduff, 
P.C., in Kilmarnock. 

He is a current director of EVB, 
and since 1984, serves as Nor-
thumberland County Attorney. 

Les Kilduff and his wife, 
Carmen, live in White Stone. 

 All current and former board 
members, including Meade and 
Les Kilduff, will be introduced at 
the dinner.  Eight past presidents 
of NPI also will be recognized. 

John A. Moore, NPI chair of 
the Shiloh School rehabilita-
tion effort, will  speak about  the 
ABCs of education at Shiloh 
School.  The 1906 one-room 
school house  was a gift to NPI 
in 1987 by James and Emily 

Hudnall. 
 The public is invited to the 

dinner meeting. Dinner reserva-
tions  must be received no later 
than September 25.  Call June 
Turnage at 435-3245, or Jane 
Towner at 435-3566.      

From left are Meade Kilduff and her son, Les, at a recent gath-
erng.

Preservation group to meet

The Life of P: A Memoir of 
a Mother and a Nurse will be 
reviewed by the author, Lee Rice, 
for the Books Alive program 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library, Tuesday, September 25, 
at 7 p.m.

The book traces the life of Julia 
Penington Norris, who was born 
in 1915 in Kinsale and witnessed 
events from WW I to 9/11 in the 
Northern Neck. She died Octo-
ber 2, 2004.

In telling his mother’s story, 
Rice weaves local history into 
the narrative and includes family 
photos that put the events in 
context. The book describes in 
words and pictures The Float-
ing Theatre, Colonial Beach’s 
casinos, Kilmarnock’s historic 
fi re of 1952 which destroyed his 

father’s business, Christchurch 
School, Grace Episcopal Church, 
the steamboat era, and Kinsale’s 
“The Great House.”

“I think people who read this 
book will learn about the North-

ern Neck vicariously,” said Rice. 
“I was motivated to write this 
memoir when I came to real-
ize that P, as her grandchildren 
called her, was by defi nition an 
unsung hero.”

Rice, a retired insurance agent, 
will describe the research he and 
his wife undertook for the book 
and talk about its contents. There 
also will be a book signing fol-
lowing the presentation. Admis-
sion is free and refreshments will 
be served.

Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library, the Books Alive 
program will continue October 
23 with The Third Rail reviewed 
by author Jill Winkowski, and 
November 27 with Private 
Heat reviewed by author Robert 
Bailey.

Memoir traces Northern Neck life

Lee Rice

Email your  NEWS to:
editor@rrecord.com
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Esquire Ser vic es 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaners  “The Grimefi ghters”
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Time to Clean those Carpets!
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On September 29, Mathews 
will celebrate its maritime heri-
tage with a day of commemora-
tion at Horn Harbor Marina on 
Railway Drive in Port Haywood. 

An opening ceremony at 10 
a.m. will be followed by demon-
strations, displays, and entertain-
ment.

One of the displays will be 
several of the scale models of the 
boats, including examples of the 
Chesapeake Bay deadrise design, 
that were built in Mathews and 
other surrounding communities. 
The models, built by Warren 
Robinson of Mobjack, represent 
the vessels that worked and still 
work the bay harvesting fish, 
crabs, clams and oysters.

Robinson researches, builds 
and teaches others how to build 
scale models of workboats of the 
Chesapeake. 

The Field Day of the Past will 
be held September 21 through 
23 at the Rockville-Centerville 
Steam and Gas Historical Asso-
ciation show grounds near Rich-
mond.

Encompassing more than 50 
acres, this annual show offers 
antique structures, historic re-
enactments, living history dem-
onstrations, working exhibits and 
musical entertainment for three 
full days.

A grocery store and garage from 
the 1930s are outfitted and open 
for business. Three sawmills, two 
steam powered and one powered 
by gasoline, trace the evolution 
of the saw-milling industry. Sor-
ghum cane is pressed and cooked 
at the “Sugah Shack,” and hams 
are curing in the smoke house. 
The smithy pounds iron in the 
blacksmith shop while the wood-
wright works on a wooden imple-
ment and at the canning kitchen, 
stew is on the wood stove.

Over at the Post Office, visitors 
purchase Field Day envelopes, 
complete with a special cancella-
tion stamp created for the show. 
Here guests can also enjoy pho-
tographic scenes from Virginia’s 

Carl Lounsbury of the Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation will 
speak  on colonial jails October 
7 at the Northumberland County 
Historical Society at 2:30 p.m.

Early in colonial times, most 
crimes drew physical punish-
ment, such as whipping, rather 
than incarceration. As separation 
of criminals from society became 
the goal, the design of jails was 
complicated by whether violent 
offenders, debtors, free men, 
slaves and the sexes should be 
segregated.

Lounsbury has written books 
and articles on colonial architec-
ture. The University of Virginia 
Press will publish a collection of 
his works in 2009. He teaches at 
the College of William and Mary. 
The presentation is free and open 
to the public. It will be followed 
by a question-and-answer session 
and a social hour

 

past in the Dementi Exhibition.
A few steps away, in the Edu-

cational Building, the Goochland 
4-H stirs up some mighty tasty 
milk shakes behind the 1800s 
soda fountain. Other exhibits 
include one featuring the history 
of women in the marines, another 
highlights the importance of 
tobacco in Virginia’s history and 
another is chocked full of farm-
ing implements tracing the life of 
farmers from the 1700s through 
the 20th century.

Tractor pulls, truck events, 
Civil War re-enactments, antique 
construction equipment demon-
strations and modern equipment 
displays, and an arts and crafts 
section, also are scheduled. A 
steam shovel, wheat and peanut 
threshing, corn grinding, the Vir-
ginia High School Rodeo and 
the Junior Rodeo, lawn mower 
races and lawn mower pulls take 
place.

New attractions for 2007 
include the Springfield Baptist 
Church, relocated to the show 
grounds from the outskirts of 
Richmond this summer. This 
original portion of the church 
dates back to 1887 and was one 

of the few remaining African-
American churches of this era in 
Henrico County. The church con-
gregation will be on hand to talk 
about the history here.

The Antique Caterpillar 
Machinery Owners Club will 
host its national show at Field 
Day of the Past. Antique “cats” 
will be on display.

Rosaire’s Racing Pigs, an 
exhibit of Richard Petty’s race 
car and transport truck, Boots ‘n 
Britches and their 1923 Dream 
Camper and the Paul Bunyon 
Lumber Jack show round out 
new features for the 2007 show.

The show grounds are 14 miles 
west of Richmond off of I-64, 
exit #173. The show opens at 8 
a.m. daily. Exhibits and demon-
strations close at 6 p.m. Truck 
events provide evening entertain-
ment after 6 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday.

Admission is $10 for adults; 
children under 13 are admitted 
free. Those over 55 are admitted 
for $8 on Friday. Parking is free. 
Food is available on the grounds. 
For more details, call 741-8468, 
or visit www.fielddayofthepast.
net.

Field Day of the past to offer 
exhibits and entertainment

Mathews 
to celebrate 
maritime 
heritage

Lounsbury 
to speak on 
colonial jails

Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion and the Three Rivers Health 
District will offer “Dining with 
Diabetes” classes October 2, 9, 
16 and 23 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at 
Shiloh Baptist Church.

The classes are open to those 
with diabetes and their family 
members and caretakers. The 
classes are free.  Participants 
must attend all class sessions. To 
pre-register, call Annette Jewell 
at 462-5780 by September 24.

Participants will learn how to 
prepare meals that are healthy, 
easy to prepare and taste good, 
according to Jewell. Recipes 
will be demonstrated and partici-
pants will have the opportunity to 
sample each one.

Participants will learn up-to-
date information on nutrition, 
meal planning, exercise and how 
to understand common diabetes-
related medical tests, she said. 
Recipes and handouts will be 
given to each participant.

Dining with 
Diabetes
classes to 
begin Oct. 2

Fine Arts and Flowers will 
be held October 11 through 14, 
at the Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts (VMFA) in Richmond.

The show will feature some 50 
floral designs inspired by master-
works of the collection.     

The event will include a Jew-
elry Fair and Sale and a free 
Family Event October 13 for 
adult-accompanied children ages 
4 to 12 with  music, crafts and a 
demonstration by children’s book 
illustrator Suzanne Chitwood.

A festive Preview Party 
Thursday will provide the first 
look at the arrangements, hors 
d’oeuvres, cocktails, music, and 
a show of fashions from Saks 
Fifth Avenue.

Ron Morgan from San Fran-
cisco will rock the gallery 
Friday morning. Judith Black-
lock, master of elegant, dramatic 
arranging, will travel from her 
internationally known school in 
England to present a demonstra-
tion later that day. Seated tea will 
be served in the late afternoon. 

 Also on Saturday, plantsman 
extraordinaire Dan Hinkley, a 
resident of the Northwest, will 
inspire his audience with his col-
orful experiences and knowledge 
gathered from traveling the world 
in search of the new and unusual 
to spark a garden.   

Sunday brunch will be served 

by reservation in the VMFA 
Café. The Jewelry Fair and Sale 
will continue.

 Full information on events 
and tickets is available at www.
vmfa.museum/faf.html, or by 
calling 340-405.  Fine Arts and 
Flowers is a fund-raising project 
of The Council of VMFA and 
presented in cooperation with 
arrangers from Virginia Federa-
tion of Garden Clubs and The 
Garden Club of Virginia.  Special 
support for the event has been 
received from corporate sponsors 
Strange’s Florists, Greenhouses, 
and Nursery Centers; Target 
Stores Foundation; The Whit-
ing-Turner Contracting Co.; and 
Saks Fifth Avenue. Media spon-
sors are NBC12 TV and Virginia 
Magazine.  

Reedville resident Barbara 
Yinger of Reedville is an exhib-
itor in Fine Arts and Flowers. 

Art and flower show
returns to Richmond

At a recent meeting, the West-
moreland Players announced 
its 2007-08 season.

Opening in November will be 
“The Matchmaker” by Thorn-
ton Wilder, directed by Glenn 
and Joy Evans. The produc-
tion will include nine perfor-
mances. Eighteen actors have 
been cast.

Jason Strong will direct a 
yet-to-be-named holiday piece 
for the Christmas season.

In March “Twelve Angry 
Jurors” by Reginald Rose will 
be directed by Brian Tilbury.

In June,  “The Importance of 
Being Ernest” by Oscar Wilde 
be presented. Glenn and Joy 
Evans will direct and produce. 

In July, the Missoula Chil-
dren’s Theater will visit for a 
week-long dramatic camp for 
64 youngsters culminating in 
weekend performances.

The season will conclude 
in the summer of 2008 with a 
dinner theater featuring two 
one-act plays. 

Players 
unveil 
season 
billings

A new series of performances, 
Songs Alive, will be served for 
the annual English Tea, September 
30, at the Northumberland Public 
Library starting at 3 p.m.  Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Library, 
Songs Alive is a musical version of 
the popular Books Alive.

Harpist/composer/teacher 
Susan Anthony-Tolbert of 
Heathsvilles will perform  com-
positions, as well as some clas-
sical favorites. She will present 
a recital of about 10 minutes 
preceded by a brief discussion of 
what inspired her compositions. 
The recital will consist of two 
excerpts from her Chesapeake 
Bay Suite and two excerpts 
from Chesapeake Lighthouse 
Sketches.

During the tea, she will per-
form music by Mozart, Bach, 

Handel and Dussek, as well as a 
Celtic piece or two.

“My two main activities are 
my music for harp and keyboard 
and my horses,” said Anthony-
Tolbert.

She has won awards in com-
petitions for the harp, classi-
cal guitar, and piano.  Her CD 
recordings of her compositions 
include Chesapeake Bay Suite, 
Miskimon Double Concerto for 
Harp and Cello, and The Light-
house Sketches.  Anthony-Tol-
bert also has had a distinguished 
academic career specializing in 
psychology as a professor at Gal-
laudet University in Washington, 
D.C.  She has written several text 
books on various aspects of psy-
chology.

The English Tea in the Library 
Meeting Room will feature all of 

the traditional touches. Cucum-
ber sandwiches, egg sandwiches, 
scones with strawberries and 
clotted cream and sweets will be 
served.    

Tickets for this combined event 
are $10 per person sold at the 
library.  Seating is limited to 50.

Future Songs Alive perfor-
mances will feature musicians 
from the Northern Neck region. 
The programs will reflect a range 
of styles from classical to jazz to 
country to rock and gospel.

“The Northern Neck is for-
tunate to have such a variety of 
performers available. We plan to 
bring their music to the library 
and in some cases bring the 
library audience to the perform-
ers,” said Earline Walker, chair of 
the Songs Alive and Books Alive 
programs.

Harpist to launch library music series

On October 17, Virginia’s first 
conference addressing poly-
trauma and combat stress inju-
ries in returning military service 
personnel will be hosted jointly 
by the Virginia Department of 
Veterans Services and the Mid-
Atlantic Addition Technology 
Transfer Center at Virginia Com-
monwealth University.  The con-
ference will be held at the Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden.

A preliminary report produced 
by the U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs, shows that an esti-
mated 700 severely wounded 
veterans from the conflicts in 
Afghanistan and Iraq are living 
in Virginia.

“These are veterans with a VA 
disability rating of 70 percent or 
higher,” said Department of Vet-
erans Services Commissioner 
Vince Burgess.

However, thousands of other 
military service personnel are 
returning to Virginia with a range 
of injuries, less catastrophic but 
debilitating nonetheless. These 
injuries range from combat stress 
to physical injuries such as trau-

matic brain injury, amputations, 
burns, severe disfigurement, and 
hearing and vision impairments. 
In most cases, injured personnel 
experience multiple wounds.

“These injuries affect not 
only the wounded warrior, they 
also affect the injured person’s 
family, his or her employer, and 
ultimately the community. So, 
as we are helping those veterans 
heal and return to civilian lives, 
it’s critical that we focus on the 
people around them, especially 
their family members,” said 
Paula Horvatich, director of the 
Mid-Atlantic Addiction Technol-
ogy and Transfer Center.

The Virginia is for Heroes 
Conference is designed to raise 
awareness about the effects of 
polytrauma and combat stress 
in military personnel across a 
wide spectrum of professionals. 
At the conference, these profes-
sionals will begin developing 
a roadmap that will guide Vir-
ginia in making the resources 
available to ensure that injured 
veterans and their families suc-
cessfully reintegrate into their 

communities.
The conference will target 

health service providers, educa-
tors, employers, members of the 
faith-based community, state and 
federal government representa-
tives, the media, policy makers, 
veteran service organizations, 
non-profit organizations and vet-
erans and their families. Similar 
conferences have been held in 
North Carolina and Rhode Island 
and were instrumental in helping 
those states develop long-term 
plans to meet the emerging needs 
of returning service personnel.

“The VA is overwhelmed and 
cannot meet all of the needs of 
these veterans and their families 
alone. Nor should they be the 
only government entity to do so,” 
said Burgess. “We must mobilize 
resources at all levels of govern-
ment and within our communities 
in order to provide the services 
and care that these veterans have 
earned through their service and 
sacrifice.”

For more information about 
the conference, visit www.vir-
giniaisforheroes.org.

Conference on polytrauma and 
combat stress slated for October 17
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Rafting down the Snake River
Don and Mary Conord of Barnes Creek near Kilmarnock 
recently returned from rafting down the Snake River in Wyo-
ming. They were accompanied by, from left, their granddaugh-
ter, Nicole Conord, and daughter, Beth Conord, of Alexandria. 
They also visited Mt. Rushmore, the Little Bighorn, Yellowstone 
Park, the Buffalo Bill Cody Museum and the Mormon Taber-
nacle Church.  
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Holiday Inn Express
Tartan Golf Club
Indian Creek Golf & Country Club
Tides Inn
King Carter Golf Course
Isabell K. Horsley Real Estate
Derwin Booker
Swank’s Restaurant
Adventure Travel
Northern Neck YMCA
Hope & Glory Inn
Radio Shack of Kilmarnock
Whelan’s Marina
Beasley Concrete, Inc.
A Hokie
Dehnert & Clarke
Willaby’s
Chesapeake Bank
The Oaks
McDonald’s
American Standard Insurance
Northern Neck State Bank
Crowther Heating & Air Conditioning
Hudson-Blunt Insurance
Wachovia Securities
Davenport & Co.

Rappahannock General Hospital
River Towne Properties
Northern Neck Insurance
Noblett’s Appliance & Propane
Bank of Lancaster
Upper Lancaster Fire & 
     Rescue Squad
Golden Eagle Golf Course
Jett’s Marine, Inc.
Rappahannock Rentals
Creative Design of Virginia
RF Enterprises
B & S Refuse
W.C. Lowry, Inc.
Advanced Termite & Pest Control
Wm. Jones Co.
Rappahanncok Tractor
Noblett Oil & Propane Co.
GEO Products
Big “L” Tire
Minter’s Golf Carts
Larry Sigurdson
Lee Walton
Bennie Balderson
Joe Hudnall
Norma Lumpkin
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As the leaves turn from green 
to gold, thoughts naturally turn to 
barbecue chicken and bluegrass 
gospel music.

By coincidence, the Big Dawgs 
Men’s Ministry at the White Stone 

The 25th annual West Point 
Crab Carnival will be held Friday 
and Saturday, October 5 and 6, in 
downtown West Point. The event 
is hosted by the West Point/Tri-
Rivers Chamber of Commerce 
and attracts over 20,000 people 
every year.

On October 5, there will be 
a Children’s Tour du Crab and 
children’s bike parade and bike 
races with registration beginning 
at 4 p.m. at the parking lot on the 
corner of 6th and Main streets. 
The fee is $5. Races begin at 5 
p.m.

A firemen’s parade will be 
on Main Street from 1st to 10th 
streets and begins at 7 p.m. 

Musical entertainment will be 
provided by Wayne Greer and 
Groove Tide at 8th and Main 
streets from 8 to 10 p.m.

Food vendors will be set up 

Blackbeard’s crew is coming 
to Holly Point Art and Seafood 
Festival October 13 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Deltaville Maritime 
Museum and Holly Point Nature 
Park.

 Blackbeard’s Crew is  a living 
history group based in Hampton 
that prides itself on portraying the 
accurate life and times of pirates 
and events along the East Coast 
and Chesapeake Bay in the early 
18th century. The crew will land 
at its careening camp, suitable 
for all visitors at the Deltaville 
Maritime Museum to share the 
story  of Blackbeard, the battle 
of Ocracoke, and present life as 

sailors of the early 1700s.
Pirate crews of the era would 

often find a secluded and secure 
area to careen their ships for 
repairs, often where sympathetic 
merchants and town folks would 
turn a blind eye to the goings on 
of their new guests and welcome 
their often hard-to-find captured 
goods, said Holly Point Nature 
Park and Deltaville Maritime 
Museum vice president Bob 
Kates.

 As these sailors without a 
nation would be forced ashore 
while their ship lay on its side, a 
small town would often emerge 
as local shop and tavern keep-

ers, tinkers, tailors, fiddlers and 
the like flocked to the area to free 
pirates of their gold and cargo, 
said Kates.

To learn more about Black-
beard’s Crew, visit their website 
at   www.blackbeardscrew.org

There will be over 60 artists 
displaying fine arts and crafts. 
Also, take time to explore the 
gardens of Holly Point and the 
maritime museum.

A parking donation of $5 
per car will benefit Holly Point 
Nature Park; in return, visitors 
will receive $5 in coupons for 
discounts at the museum food 
booth.

Blackbeard’s Crew (above) will mingle with visitors at the Holly Point Art and Seafood Festival 
October 13.

Pirates to invade Deltaville

from 6 to 10 p.m.
Fireworks will fill the sky at the 

mouth of the York River (south-
ern point of downtown West 
Point) beginning at 9:15 p.m.

On October 6, West Point 
United Methodist Church will 
offer breakfast from 6:30 to 10 
a.m.

There will be a Native 
American Fishing and Hunt-
ing Encampment and Powhatan 
Living History Village from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

There will be wrestling demon-
strations from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Randy Orwig, “The Living 
Statue,” will perform from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Arts and craft vendors will dis-
play and sell their products.

Beer will be sold in two desig-
nated locations.

An area will be set up just for 

kids and will include rides and 
games from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Grand marshal Sue Kurfees 
will lead bands, antique and clas-
sic vehicles, baby buggies, school 
bands, floats, clowns, horses and 
much more at 1:30 p.m. down 
Main Street in the Crab Carnival 
parade.

Musical entertainment on 
October 6 will be by Lynda 
Smith, The Rhondels, One Love 
Caribbean Steel Drum Band, The 
Jukebox Brothers, Hearts Afire, 
and Church Yard Grass.

The information booth will be 
at Main and 9th streets.

Disabled parking is available 
on Kirby Street between 8th and 
9th streets, and behind the doc-
tor’s office on 9th Street between 
Lee and Main streets.

Carnival-goers should not 
bring pets.

West Point Crab Carnival 
planned for October 5 & 6

Church of the Nazarene is plan-
ning a Chicken Pickin’ Saturday, 
October 13, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Family Life Center at 
57 Whisk Drive off Route 3 near 
White Stone.

Dr. Jeems Love, Don Holt and 
friends, Wayne T. Holt of Delta-
ville, and Steve Keith of Wind-
mill Point will provide a variety 
of bluegrass, Christian, gospel 
and spiritual music.

Big Dawgs members will 
slow-grill the chicken using a 
traditional Shenandoah Valley 
of Virginia recipe. Adult lunches 
will include a half a chicken, 
baked beans, cole slaw, roll and 
a beverage. Child plates will 
include a quarter portion. Meals 
will be available to go.

Big Dawgs actually stands for 
“Building In Guys, Direction, 
Accountability, Worship, God 
and Service.” True to its mission, 
the Big Dawgs will apply the 
proceeds from the event to White 
Stone Church of the Nazarene 
missions and activities.

Tickets are $10 per plate for 
adults, and $6 for children ages 
12 and younger.

 A limited number of tickets 
will be sold. Tickets will be avail-
able from Big Dawgs members, 
the Rappahannock Record, Farm 
and Home in Kilmarnock, Twice 
Told Tales in Kilmarnock, EVB 
Bank in Kilmarnock, Lamberth’s 
Building Supply in White Stone, 
the Family Life Center, and by 
calling 435-9886, or 435-1165.

Chicken Pickin’ set October 13

by Charlotte Henry
The story of the Lancaster 

House continues. Daniel Payne 
Mitchell Jr.’s death at the age of 
39 in 1846, left his young wife, 
Jane, son Daniel and infant 
daughter bereaved, but finan-
cially secure.

Daniel’s will, written just a 
year before his death, implies an 
immediacy that indicates he was 
gravely ill. He named Robert 
Toler Dunaway his executor. 
Mitchell was obviously confi-
dent that Dunaway, both a close 
friend as well as his brother-in-
law, would carefully administer 
is substantial estate, and assure 
the well being of his young 
family.

Jane Mitchell, with the sup-
port of family and the commu-
nity managed to maintain her 
comfortable home in the Lan-
caster House, but fate soon dealt 
another crushing blow. In 1848, 
son Daniel died at seven years 
of age.

Buffeted by the loss of her hus-
band and son within a two year 
period, Jane couldn’t continue 
to stay on in the place where 
she and Daniel had planned to 
live out their lives and rear their 
children. The house and 64 acres 
were sold to Warner Eubank and 
Jane and Sophia Virginia went to 
live with her sister Dorothy and 
brother-in-law Robert Dunaway 
at their home called “Holyoke.”

Warner Eubank, the son of 
Giles and Catherine Dunaway 
Eubank, was born in 1816. 
When he bought the Lancaster 

house, he again adapted a por-
tion to serve as an Ordinary, with 
he and his wife, Fanny Edmonds 
Eubank, and daughter Fannie 
Ella, then four years old, living 
in the private quarters.

At this point, Daniel P. 
Mitchell’s property was divided 
equally between his widow, 
Jane, and daughter Sophia. The 
real estate comprised over 2,000 
acres, including a portion in 
the heart of the village on the 
north side of the main road and 
nearly opposite the 1740s Court 
House.

In 1849, the Free Masons 
and the Sons of Temperance 
expressed an interest in a 70 x 
90 foot lot in that area on which 
they would erect a lodge to be 
jointly occupied by the two 
organizations. The lot, owned 
by Jane Mitchell was valued at 
$50, and although a formal deed 
was executed, a document exists 
indicating that Jane gifted the 
amount of the purchase.

Warner Eubank was a trustee 
for the Sons of Temperance and 
would at a future date, serve as 
Grand Master of the Masonic 
Lodge. The two-story brick build-
ing they erected for their meeting 
place was then the largest structure 
in the village. Apparently, Wil-
liam Brent occupied the former 
Mitchell store under Eubank’s 
ownership, but Warner partnered 
with several other businessmen in 
a second mercantile establishment 
in the village.

Fanny Edmonds Eubank died 
in 1849, shortly after the couple 

settled into the Lancaster House 
and in 1851, Warner sold the 
house and property to George 
Henderson. An ordinary license 
was issued to Henderson, but a 
little more than two years later, 
the house again changed hands.

The new owner, in name only, 
since he was a non-resident, was 
Stephen Pendleton. A Deed of 
Trust was executed for a sum of 
$3,000 to be paid in three install-
ments. Pendleton defaulted and 
the property and house were put 
up for auction. The proceed-
ings were far too complicated 
to detail, but Warner Eubank 
was the successful bidder and 
regained ownership. The records 
aren’t specific, but it is pos-
sible that Eubank had continued 
his residency in the Lancaster 
House on a rental basis.

In 1856, Warner Eubank was 
appointed Clerk of the Court 
and in 1860, he married Emma 
Cox. The county was experi-
encing an era of prosperity and 
Eubank was actively involved in 
the plans to erect a new Court 
House to replace the more than 
century old building on the 
south side of the main road.

The optimism that prevailed 
was short-lived. The village, 
the county and the nation was 
about to face its greatest chal-
lenge. In 1864, Warner Eubank, 
as Clerk of the County, would 
be confronted with a dilemma of 
daunting proportion. His deci-
sion forever affected Lancaster 
County’s history. 

The story will resume.

NOTES
from the

Mary Ball Washington Museum
and Library in Lancaster

Citizens can help preserve 
native Virginia tree species by 
collecting acorns and seeds 
from 15 species and deliver-
ing them to the nearest Vir-
ginia Department of Forestry 
(VDOF) office.

“Every bag of acorns and 
seeds collected will help us 
keep Virginia beautiful,”  said 
Josh McLaughlin, nursery for-
ester.

Species needed, and the total 
weight of each being sought by 
the VDOF;

• Bald Cypress (seed)—300 
lbs.

• Black Oak—2,000 lbs.

• Black Walnut—5,000 lbs.
• Chestnut Oak—3,000 lbs.
• Chinese Chestnut (seed)—

3,000 lbs.
• Chinkapin (seed)—300 lbs.
• Hazelnut (seed)—200 lbs.
• Northern Red Oak—5,000 

lbs.
• Pin Oak—1,000 lbs.
• Sawtooth Oak—1,000 lbs.
• Southern Red Oak—500 

lbs.
• Swamp White Oak—1,000 

lbs.
• Swamp Chestnut Oak—

1,000 lbs.
• White Oak—5,000 lbs.
• Willow Oak—500 lbs.

Generally, the best time to 
collect acorns is the last week 
in September through the first 
week of October. Lawns and 
paved areas can make ideal 
collection sites. Single trees in 
these areas make identifying 
the acorns easier.

Always identify the tree and 
mark the non-plastic bags so the 
nursery will know what species 
you have collected. Do not com-
bine acorns from different spe-
cies of oaks in the same bag.

Learn more about acorn col-
lection at http://www.dof.vir-
ginia.gov/mgt/acorn-collect.
shtml.

Help preserve Virginia species

The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts On Stage series will 
begin its 14th season October 20 at 8 p.m.

The popular six-event performing arts series will open with a multi-
media musical journey through the 1970s featuring the songs of Billy 
Joel and Elton John, The Piano Men. 

On November 17, concert goers will be treated to an evening of 
authentic, traditional and innovative Dixieland jazz performed by the 
Southern Fried Jazz Band.

On February 9, the New York Chamber Soloists, an outstanding 
ensemble of nine distinguished musicians will give a stirring perfor-
mance of favorite classics by Bach, Handel, Mozart and Vivaldi. 

On Sunday, February 24, Elisabeth von Trapp, granddaughter of the 
legendary Maria and Baron von Trapp will enchant the audience with a 
variety of songs from Bach to Broadway and Schubert to Sting!

The March 15 concert is a song and dance review showcasing the 
timeless music of George M. Cohan that gave Broadway its pace, beat 
and snap. 

The series concludes April 11  with the Virginia Symphony’s return 
engagement for another evening of classical music. 

All shows will be held at the Lancaster Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock and begin at 8 p.m.

For more information or ticket availability, call the Rappahannock 
Foundation for the Arts at 435-0292. 

RFA announces 2007-
2008 On Stage series

The liver is the only organ in 
the body that can repair and re-
grow itself after damage.

The largest gland in the body, 
the liver is also the busiest, 
responsible for performing in 
the neighborhood of 500 func-
tions. Among the more impor-
tant functions of the liver is 
helping the body to fight infec-
tions by removing harmful poi-
sons, such as alcohol.

The liver also produces bile, 
which allows the body to digest 
fats.

A common side effect of 
liver damage is a lack of 
energy. That’s because another 
of the liver’s responsibili-
ties is to store carbohydrates, 
allowing for a quick release of 
energy when necessary. When 
the liver has been damaged, 
however, that storage is not as 
effective, creating feelings of 
lethargy that otherwise would 
not occur.

Taking care of the liver 
should be of the utmost impor-
tance. Adding to that impor-
tance is the fact that there are 
no screenings for liver cancer, 
making caring for the liver a 
more individual responsibility.

In addition to limiting alco-
hol intake, drugs and other 
toxins should be avoided as 
well.

Getting 
to know 
thy liver

435.1701 - this # will get you places!
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Marking 20 years of local service
Bayshore Design in Kinsale is celebrating its 20th anniversary 
of service to the area. The firm offers architectural design, site 
plans, marine construction plans and permits. From left are 
Newman, proprietor Buck Pace and 14-year employee Craig 
Palubinski.

The Menokin Foundation 
received a $5,000 contribution 
September 11 from Dominion 
Resources Services. The funds 
will assist the foundation in 
educating students on the con-
servation of cultural and natural 
resources by using Menokin and 
its 500 acres of forest, wetlands 
and shoreline as a teaching and 
learning center.

External affairs manager Alex-
ander Smith Jr. of Dominion pre-
sented a check to the Menokin 
Foundation president Helen 
Turner Murphy.        

“Dominion takes great pride 
in supporting the many organi-
zations and activities throughout 
our multi-state service territory. 
We are especially pleased to 
partner with the foundation in its 

Architectural renderings of 
a proposed condominium vil-
lage planned for Windmill Point 
recently were unveiled.

 Fleete’s Harbor at the mouth 
of the Rappahannock River 
represents the first phase of 76 
marina-side condominiums.  
Designed by Poole and Poole 
Architecture of Richmond, the 
five-story buildings evoke the 
Victorian charm of local archi-
tecture with pitched roofs, front 
porch balconies and an iconic 
turreted tower that, for approach-
ing boaters, might even be mis-
taken for a lighthouse, according 
to  Frank Griffin, vice president 
and regional development man-
ager of the Lane Company. 

At completion, the waterfront 
community will include a total of 
200 units, he said. 

 A sales gallery is expected to 
be open early this fall. Mean-
while, prospective buyers can get 
a preview at www.liveatwindmill-
point.com.  In addition to infor-
mation about Fleete’s Harbor, the 
site also offers details about the 

The Virginia Aquaculture Con-
ference will be held November 16 
and 17 at the George Washington 
Inn and Conference Center in 
Williamsburg.

The conference is for individu-
als already working in the aqua-
culture industry or considering 
starting an aquaculture business. 
It will provide an opportunity to 
learn about current and upcom-
ing issues and developments in 
culture technology.

The event is sponsored by the 
Virginia Aquaculture Associa-
tion, the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices, the Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation (VFBF), the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science, the 
Virginia Sea Grant Program, Vir-
ginia State University and Vir-
ginia Tech.

“Virginia Farm Bureau has an 
aquaculture committee and has 
always been very supportive of 
the industry. We are excited to 
have the opportunity to be one 
of the conference organizers,” 
said Spencer Neale, VFBF senior 
assistant director of commodities 
and marketing.

The 2005 Census of Aquacul-
ture ranked Virginia one of the 
top 10 states for number of aqua-
culture farms and value of aqua-
culture products sold.

The conference will include 
presentations on commercial 
oyster culture, saltwater and 
shellfish culture, freshwater cul-
ture and aquaculture for educa-
tors. A trade show will provide 
direct contact with aquaculture 
supply vendors.

There will be two keynote 
speakers: Dr. Gary Jensen, 
national program leader for aqua-
culture for the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, and Dick Jones, 
H-E-B Grocery director of sea-
food and Aquaculture Certifica-
tion Council Inc. board member. 
H-E-B is the 16th largest U.S. 
grocer and the largest privately 
held company in Texas.

Registration is $50 before 
October 19 and $75 after that 
date. The fee covers attendance 
at all meetings, conference mate-
rials, a Friday evening reception 
featuring Virginia aquaculture 
products, and Saturday lunch.

Participants can register online 
at www.wm.edu/conferences-
ervices. For more information, 
call The College of William and 
Mary’s Office of Conference Ser-
vices at 800-249-0179.

Rooms at the George Wash-
ington Inn are available to con-
ference participants at $70 per 
night. Call 757-220-1410 to 
make a reservation and mention 
the Virginia Aquaculture Confer-
ence to get the special rate.

The paintings of artist Jack 
Banks are featured in a window 
of the Studio Gallery on Kilmar-
nock’s Main Street.

Banks moved to Middlesex 
County from Richmond after 
studying art history at Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 
He has been self-employed in 
sign-making and lettering for 
30 years.

Banks’ drawings, paintings 
and monotypes have been in 
many juried shows including 
the Peninsula Fine Arts Center 
biennial shows, Hampton Bay 
Days and “Art on the Half-
Shell” in Urbanna, where in 
2006, he received the first-place 
award for two-dimensional 

Two Rivers Communications 
Inc. recently announced the 
appointment of Chris Coleman 
to operations manager of WIGO-
FM and BAY-FM (WKWI). 

Prior to joining Two Rivers, 
Coleman was with Millennium 
Radio Group in Atlantic City, 
N.J., where he was assistant pro-
gram director and afternoon per-
sonality for 9 years. 

“Chris shares our belief that 
local radio can make a mea-
surable difference through its 
involvement in our communi-
ties,” said Charlie Lassiter, gen-
eral manager of WIGO and BAY 
FM. “His consistently high rat-
ings – the highest in his former 
station’s history, have proven this 
out.” 

Coleman will host the morning 
show on 104.9 WIGO Country. 
Coleman’s appointment coin-
cides with WIGO-FM’s increase 
in power and signal coverage, 
which now serves the Middle 
Peninsula.

neighboring townhome commu-
nity called The Landing.

 Sold by McWilliams Ballard, 
an Alexandria-based real estate 
sales and marketing firm, the two-
, three- and four-bedroom homes 
will start in the $400,000s.  

 Residents at Fleete’s Harbor 
and The Landing, the initial 
phase of which is complete, will 
have the first opportunity to lease 
slips at the new 150-slip marina.  
They also will have access to 
an onsite pool and bathhouse, 
the Westland Club facilities and 
more than a half-mile of white-
sand Chesapeake  Bay beaches.

 Fleete’s Harbor is being devel-
oped by Atlanta-based Lane 
Company, an award-winning real 
estate and development company 
specializing in residential com-
munities.

 “At the Lane Company, our 
focus is not just on constructing 
homes, but in building commu-
nities, and we are particularly 
excited about Fleete’s Harbor,” 
said Griffin. “We believe that 
this property has a special qual-

ity and look forward to creating 
a distinctive, harbor-side village 
that captures the spirit and charm 
that is Lancaster County.”

 Included in the first phase of 
the community is the construc-
tion of The Landing, a neigh-
boring townhome community 
adjacent to the Fleete’s Harbor 
property.  The first of the 17 
townhomes, similar in architec-
tural style to the existing 1980s-
era homes nearby, but with more 
modern amenities and features, 
are complete.  The two-story 
homes, 1,800 to 2,200 square 
feet in size, are priced from the 
$400,000s.

 Slips at the new marina will 
be leased by Coastal Properties 
Management beginning this fall.  
At the center of the harbor vil-
lage will be the Westland Club, 
an 18,000-square-foot building, 
which will feature a media room, 
clubroom with lounge and bil-
liards area, pool, business center, 
children’s game room, guest suite, 
and a private second-floor terrace.  
A restaurant also is planned.

 
 

This rendering of Windmill Point shows the seashell-white condominium village known as 
Fleete’s Harbor.

Renderings released of Fleete’s Harbor 

Albert Pollard and Richard 
Stuart, candidates for the District 
28 seat in the Virginia Senate, 
recently attended the annual 
picnic of Northern Neck Chapter 
1823 of the National Active and 
Retired Federal Employees Asso-
ciation at  Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern in Heathsville. 

The candidates discussed  their 
positions on issues affecting 
seniors, the environment and  the 
local economy.   

Attendees  also toured the 
tavern  and visited the black-
smith shop.  

The October 2 NARFE meet-
ing will be held at the North-
ern Neck  Electric Cooperative 
Building at the corner of Pine 

From left, Alexander Smith Jr., presents a $5,000 contribution 
to Helen Turner Murphy.

Foundation receives gift
mission to protect Menokin from 
further deterioration and to help 
the organization develop educa-
tional programs,” Smith said.

“Dominion’s generous con-
tribution assists us in the 
preservation of Menokin and 
continuing our architectural 
conservation teaching program 
that was launched this past June 
with Rappahannock Community 
College, Murphy said. “We are 
deeply appreciative of Domin-
ion’s investment in this National 
Historic Landmark’s future.” 

Menokin was the home of 
Francis Lightfoot Lee, a signer 
of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and his wife, Rebecca 
Tayloe Lee. The foundation owns 
and manages the property which 
it acquired by gift in 1995. 

Aquaculture 
conference set 
for November

Chris Coleman

Radio stations 
hire operations 
manager

Albert Pollard listens to concerns of NARFE members.

Senate candidates
speak at annual picnic

Richard Stuart discusses issues 
with Gay Packett.

Street and Belle Ville Lane in 
Warsaw at 2 p.m.  Master Gar-
dener Ted Munns will speak on 
invasive alien plants.

 

work.
Banks said he finds paint-

ing and drawing “most satisfy-
ing when working quickly and 
directly from the subject. 

“I try to think in terms of 
formal organization while 
working fast, even with time 
constraints, to keep the work 
expressive. This also helps 
with the difficulty of knowing 
when the piece is finished. It is 
likely to be completed without 
a second thought,” he said.

Banks lives in Wake with his 
wife, Renee, a teacher in King 
and Queen County, and a son, 
Hunter. His daughter, Rachel, 
is a graduate student at Shenan-
doah University.

The monthly open house at 
Sunrise Studio Gallery and A-
Ibañez Art Museum will be held 
Saturday and Sunday, September 
22 and 23 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Paintings and drawings by 
Alvaro Ibañez are displayed with 
work by other artists in both 
buildings.

The open mike session for 
writers and musicians will be 
Sunday at 3 p.m.  

“Young musicians and families 
are encouraged to participate,” 
said Denise DeVries, Ibañez’ 
wife.  

Admission to the art shows 
is free. For directions, call 435-
2880, or visit  aibanez@rivnet.
net. 

 

Banks’ paintings displayed

Gallery sets 
open house

More than 800 cooperative 
members participated in the 
Northern Neck Electric Coopera-
tive annual meeting last Tuesday 
at Rappahannock High School in 
Warsaw.

President and chief executive 
officer Greg White  addressed 
safety as the cooperative’s most 
important principle. He also said  
a  100 percent  increase in the 

cost of construction materials 
over the past five years will  im-
pact rates in the coming year.

The company reported  over 
$60 million dollars in assets with 
$28.9 million in sales and $28.6 
million in expenses last year.

During the meeting, members 
elected Russell Brown and Ralph 
E. Sutton to three-year terms on 
the board of directors. 

Foreman Randy Thompson of Northern Neck Electric Coopera-
tive demonstrates the dangers of  power lines at the company’s 
annual meeting and outdoor barbeque last week. Holding a 
tree  branch  up to an active line,  he shows how it  instantly 
catches fire. (Photo by Audrey Thomasson)

Electric cooperative
holds annual meeting
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■ Hay source
The Virginia Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices publishes a newsletter with 
contact information for farmers 
seeking hay suppliers and for 
those interested in selling hay.

Drought conditions in some 
parts of the state have resulted 
in some producers turning to hay 
much earlier than usual to feed 
their livestock. The Virginia Hay 
Clearing House lists sources for 
Virginia hay as well as some out-
of-state sources at www.vdacs.
virginia.gov/marketnews/pdf-
files/hay.pdf.

■ Montross festival
The Montross Fall Festival will 

be held October 6. Activities will 
include a flea market, vendors, 
exhibitors, crafts, food court, 
bake sales, a parade and enter-
tainment. To participate, call the 
Town Hall for an application at 
493-9623.

■ Knitting class
The Bay Window in Irvington 

will offer “Knitting Loves Cro-
chet” September 29 from 1 to 3 
p.m. The fee is $25 plus Knitting 
Loves Crochet by Candi Jensen 
and yarn for a project from the 
book.

Betty Lee Stickler will teach 
participans to edge, embellish 
and decorate projects

■ Scottish Day
Kilmarnock’s Scottish Day 

celebration will return to the 
downtown area on October 20. 
Scottish Day 2007 will be spon-
sored by the Kilmarnock Cham-
ber of Commerce and Wal-Mart. 

Highlights will include the 
Kilmarnock and District and St. 
Andrews pipe bands, Scottish 
dancers, border collies, Celtic 
singers, a collector car show, 
artifact identification, and a visit 
by Chris French of the Monacan 
Indian tribe who will demon-
strate flint knapping. ■ Vendors needed

Vendors are needed for the 
12th annual Fairfields Fall Fes-
tival Arts and Crafts Show to 
be held October 6 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Fairfields United 
Methodist Church in Burgess. 
Vendor spaces are available 
for a $25 fee. Interested crafts 
people, artists and collectors can 
call Margaret Simonetti at 580-
8613, or email Bob Matthews at 
plsntpt@crosslink.net for appli-
cations.

■ Festival vendors
Planners of the Mason Neck 

Old Fashioned Harvest Festival 
seek arts and craft vendors for 
the 2007 festival, held at Mason 
Neck State Park, October 20 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. All crafts 
must be handmade.

Crafts could include natural art, 
paintings, basket weaving, dolls, 
puppets and art toys, crochet, 
floral arrangements, quilting, 
jewelry, leather goods, musi-
cal instrument making, needle 
work, pottery and wood carving. 
The booth fee will be waived for 
vendors demonstrating their craft 
during the festival. To register, 
call assistant manager David Sta-
pleton at 703-339-2385.

■ Alpaca day
Gov. Tim Kaine recently 

signed a proclamation declaring 
September 29 as Virginia Alpaca 
Farm Day. Many alpaca farms in 
Virginia will participate in the 
first “National Alpaca Farm Day” 
by inviting the public to come to 
their farm or ranch to meet their 
alpacas.

To find out more about Virginia 
Alpaca Farm Day and to locate a 
Virginia farm in your area, please 
visit  www.vaoba.info.

■ Holiday market
The Art League of Glouces-

ter and the Gloucester Main 
Street Association will hold its 
second annual Main Street Hol-
iday Artisan and Craft Market 
on November 17 at Main Street 
Center from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Vendors may contact Gloria 
Roberts at 693-2042, or 
hroberts5@cox.net, by October 
15. All items must be original 
works of art and hand-crafted. 

The fourth annual Lottsburg 
Fall Festival will be held October 
6, featuring everything from a 
pumpkin patch for kids to music. 
The event will be staged in the 
open area between Allison’s Ace 
Hardware and the Women’s Club 
of Northumberland, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

“We’re pleased this has become 
an annual event and that so many 
businesses and community 
groups are participating,” said 
Allison’s president Nancy Fisher. 

Allison’s has organized and 
sponsored the event since 2004.

Lottsburg area children have 
started getting ready. Northum-
berland Elementary School art 
teacher Susan Lewis assigned her 
students fall-themed art pieces to 
display at the event. In past years, 
her students have made scare-

Twelve dentists participated in 
a continuing education program  
September 14 sponsored by 
the Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic and the Virginia Common-
wealth University (VCU) School 
of Dentistry’s Office of Continu-
ing Education.

The class included speakers on 
two topics and was held at Rap-
pahannock Westminster-Canter-
bury.

Businesses are providing major 
support for the concert by the Vir-
ginia Symphony Ensemble Sat-
urday, September 22, at Christ 
Church.

Gold sponsors include Chesa-
peake Bank, Ann Meekins Real-
tors, Willaby’s Catering and Jack 
Neal, David Nickel and Paul Sci-
acchitano at Wachovia Securities.

Silver sponsors include the Hope 
and Glory Inn, Northern Neck State 
Bank, Select Properties of Virginia 
and Tri-Star Supermarket.

The concert will begin at 4 p.m. 
in the church and will feature works 
by Rota, Rodrigo, Arriaga and Viv-
aldi. After the concert the musicians 
will mingle with the audience at a 
reception on the church lawn.

Tickets are $25 in advance and 
$30 at the door. For advance tickets, 
call the church at 438-6855.

The “We Care” committee at 
Rappahannock General Hospital 
recently selected Terry Black-
stone as the September Employee 
of the Month.

According to committee mem-
bers, he demonstrated the “We 
Care” attitude by having a consis-
tent, positive attitude towards his 
job and RGH. Blackstone works 
in the security department. 

He is married to Alice and 
they have three children. Terry Jr. 
lives in Emporia, Aliceson lives 
in Manassas, and Terrylle lives 
at home. Blackstone’s  hobbies 
include playing pinocle, collect-
ing baseball and football cards, 
restoring collectors’ motorcycles 
and spending quality time with 
his family.

Blackstone is a member of the 
First Baptist Church in Heaths-
ville; the PHA – F&A Masons in 
Kilmarnock; Royal Arch-PHA in 
Tappahannock; and OES-PHA in 
Northumberland. He also serves 
as an EMT for Mid-County 
Rescue Squad in Heathsville. 

“I love working with the public, 
kids, and especially the elderly,” 

Chamber gathers at Christ Church
The Foundation for Historic Christ Church hosted a Lancaster 
Chamber of Commerce After Hours social gathering September 
17 at Christ Church. From left are foundation board member 
Jack H. Blaine, chamber president Emerson Gravatt and foun-
dation president John H. Hunt II.

crows and painted pumpkins.
This year, children attending 

the festival will be able to paint 
their own pumpkin they select 
from the pumpkin patch. Buzzie 
the clown will entertain the kids 
with face painting while Wild 
Country will provide music from 
10 a.m. to noon.

The Corrotoman Hunt Club 
will sell hot dogs and hamburg-
ers. Zion Baptist Church and 
Cub Scout Pack 250 will sell 
baked goods. The Women’s Club 
will hold a bake sale along with 
a  yard sale. The Melrose youth 
group will sell bottled water and 
soft drinks.

Northern Neck Master Gar-
deners, the Bank of Lancaster, 
the Callao Rescue Squad, Safe-
water Wells, Yvonne Wooland’s 
jewelry, Easy Open Garage 

The organizers, guest speak-
ers and attending dentists met 
first at the Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic’s dental facility, 
which operates through a part-
nership with VCU. 

The program “shows our grat-
itude to the many volunteer den-
tists” at the clinic and “informs 
other dentists about the clinic’s 
patient care and education pro-
grams,” said Martha Clements, 
director of the School of Den-
tistry’s Office of Continuing 
Education.

Clements later welcomed 
participants in the Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Canterbury 
auditorium where Alfred Cer-
tosimo, DDS, gave a presen-
tation on “Dental Adhesives: 
Myth, Magic or Reality?” Dr. 
Certosimo is professor and chair 
of the VCU Department of Gen-
eral Practice.

Ellen Byrne, DDS, presented  
“Endodontic Case Assessment: 
Treat or Refer?” Byrne is the 
Dean of Academic Affairs at the 
VCU School of Dentistry. 

Jake Reynolds, DMD, who is 
in his residency in endodontics 
at VCU, also spoke.

“The clinic and our local den-
tists greatly appreciate VCU’s 
interest in bringing the con-
tinuing education program to 
this area,” said clinic executive 
director Jean Nelson.

“The class saves considerable 
driving time and office hours for 
area dentists and it helps spread 
the word on the clinic’s role in 
serving our neighbors in need 
of state-of–the-art dental facili-
ties,” Nelson said.

Business Briefs      

From left are senior vice president/chief operating officer Randy 
Hester Sr., Employee of the Month Terry Blackstone and safety 
officer/security supervisor Tim Winstanley. 

Blackstone is hospital 
Employee of the Month

said Blackstone. “I will go the 
extra mile to help, protect, and 
serve them and do whatever I can 
to assist them. I also think that 
RGH has some of the best doc-
tors, nurses and staff members in 
the world.” 

Co-workers offered several 

remarks in favor of Blackstone. 
“Terry is always courteous, 
kind, considerate, thoughtful and 
respectful. He is always patient 
dealing with staff members and 
visitors. He is a definite asset to 
Rappahannock General Hospital 
….”

Hardware store to sponsor 
annual Lottsburg Fall Festival

Doors, and Echo power equip-
ment are among the other busi-
nesses and organization that will 
participate.

“We’re looking forward to 
seeing all of our friends and cel-
ebrating one of the nicest times 
of the year,” Fisher said. “We 
hope people from throughout the 
Northern Neck come by to see 
what Lottsburg has to offer.”

To participate, call Lucille 
Huffman at Allison’s Ace Hard-
ware, 529-7578.

From left are local dentists Dr.Charles Harris, Dr. Harvey Wood-
ruff and Dr. Darryl Pirok.

Dental education
class held locally

Businesses 
support 
symphony 
concert



���������������������������������������

Now accepting high school juniors preparing for college.

                       Rappahannock Record, Kilmarnock, Va. • Sept. 20, 2007 • A13Schools

Chesapeake Academy opened 
for its 43rd year September 4 with 
convocation.

Board of trustees chair Ron 
Mihills welcomed 146 preschool 
through grade eight students for the 
2007-08 academic year, urging each 
to plan for personal and academic 
successes while observing a social 
moral theme of responsibility. 

Readying the assembly for the 
installation of Deborah M. Cook as 
the academy’s 10th head of school, 
Mihills then introduced guest 
speaker  Dr. David H. Charlton, 
president of the Church Schools in 
the Diocese of Virginia.  Charlton 
addressed the crowd of assembled 
families by highlighting three major 
themes- celebration, gratitude and 
love. 

“Celebration because that is 
what today is for – to celebrate 
this wonderful school, to celebrate 
accomplishments and to celebrate 
the arrival of our new leader,” said 
Charlton.

“Gratitude because we want to 
recognize the great debt of grati-
tude that is owed … to those people 
whose wisdom, foresight and 
energy made possible the re-open-
ing of this venerable school some 
43 years ago and to those who fol-
lowed who have given their time, 
their talent and their treasure over 
the years,” he continued

“And love, because there is great 
love at this place and among this 
crowd here assembled,” said Charl-
ton. “From the teachers who have 
chosen this wonderful challenging 
and fulfilling work because they 
love young people and education; 
from the parents who love their chil-
dren and sacrifice in so many ways 
to make  this school available to 
them; and from the board members 
who love their community … and 
as volunteers offer their time, talent 
and treasure to make sure that this 
community can always be enhanced 
by the presence of an extraordinary 

Lancaster school superintendent 
Susan Sciabbarrasi spoke at the 
Friends of Lancaster County Sep-
tember meeting last Wednesday at 
the Lancaster Community Library 
in Kilmarnock.

Sciabbarrasi recently came to 
Lancaster from Rangel, Alaska, but 
she promptly informed her audi-
ence that she really is a Virginian.

She spoke positively, in gen-
eral terms, of the Lancaster school 
system’s potential to educate its 
children.

She stated a need to stress both 
an academic curriculum and voca-
tional training such as accounting, 
woodworking and welding. The 
immediate key to success is in a 
partnership with the universities, 
she said. Lancaster High School 
already has a dual enrollment pro-
gram that is working quite well, she 

Colonial Williamsburg reminds 
teachers and parents to urge students 
to begin thinking about  projects 
for the 2008 National History Day 
(NHD).

The Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation is the Virginia  affili-
ate of National History Day, which 
invites students from across the  
country to enter an annual national 
history competition. The theme for 
2008  is “Conflict and Compromise 
in History,” and students are asked  
to examine how both have shaped 
the course of history.

More than 600,000 students in 
grades six through 12, including 
2,000 from Virginia, are expected to 
enter the competition.

 Students may enter the com-
petition in one of four categories: 
exhibit, performance, documentary 
and paper, and they may enter as 
individuals or in groups of two to 
five.

 “I have seen students completely 
transformed by this process,” said 
Tab Broyles, Colonial Williams-
burg director of teacher professional 
development and National History 
Day state coordinator for Virginia.  
“The competition stimulates them 
to strive for excellence and devel-
ops  lifelong thinking and presen-
tation skills. They produce original 
plays, documentary films, artwork, 
thoughtful papers, music and poetry. 
Sometimes  the whole family gets 
involved and becomes excited about 
using primary  sources to make the 
study of history come alive. This 
year’s theme is a provocative one, 
and I expect their creativity will be 
quite evident once  again.”  

 In addition to the awards in each 
category,  special awards and schol-
arships are also presented. Two stu-
dents from Virginia won the  national 
competition in 2007. Paul Michel 
and Mohammad Rasool from Mon-
ticello High School  in Albemarle 
County were awarded full tuition 
scholarships to Case  Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland, 
renewable for four years.

They competed with an original 
historical performance on the ongo-
ing conflict in Israel and the history 
of the Israelis, the Palestinians and 
the Israeli state which addressed 
the National History Day theme 
“Triumph and Tragedy in  His-
tory.” Their performance was titled 
“Aliyah, Al-Nakba: Zionist  Return, 
Palestinian Exile.”

The award, valued at more than 
$120,000, is usually presented to 
only one individual, but Case West-
ern Reserve University made an  
exception due to the outstanding 
quality of the two applicants and 
their project.

 “They were two remarkable 
young  men,” said Broyles. “I will 

The first day of school is a time 
for new supplies; a fresh box of 
crayons, sharp new pencils, clean, 
empty notebooks waiting to be 
filled with math problems and 
vocabulary words.

It is also a time to add items to a 
child’s wardrobe; sneakers and pants 
to replace those outgrown, tops 
that are in style, a new coat for the 
winter months. Unfortunately, there 
are many children in our area who 
do not have the means to receive 
the things needed for a bright, fresh 
start each school year.

Bright Beginnings is a North-
ern Neck Family YMCA program, 
in partnership with the Lancaster 
County Social Services Depart-
ment and the Lancaster school 
board, which provides children an 
opportunity to start the year off on 
the right foot. 

For three days the last week in 
August, the YMCA staff and 78 
volunteers took 188 children from 
Lancaster County back-to-school 
shopping.

Each day at 8 a.m., parents 
brought their child to the YMCA to 
meet their volunteer shopper. Chil-
dren, shoppers and staff boarded 
school buses, driven by Charlene 
Cox and Patricia Davis, and went to 
Wal-Mart in Tappahannock.

The children were divided into 
two groups; while one shopped 
with a $100 gift card available from 

Jon Stallard will teach for Rap-
pahannock Institute for Lifelong 
Learning (RILL).

He will be joined by his wife, 
Tami, as a “team teacher” for The 
Battle of Gettysburg. Both Stal-
lards are especially interested and 
knowledgeable about the Civil 
War.

“Jon Stallard’s past courses 
have been well-received by RILL 
students, and this one will be no 
exception,” said RILL volunteer 
Jane Towner.

In 1863, in search of both vic-
tory and shoes, Robert E. Lee’s 
Army of Northern Virginia invaded 
the United States. Meanwhile, the 
Army of the Potomac, smarting 
from its defeat at Chancellorsville, 
was searching for Lee. The Battle 
of Gettysburg will chronicle the 
advance of the armies and examine 
their clash at the sleepy crossroads 
called Gettysburg.

Jon Stallard is vice-president 
of Real Media. He has degrees in 
political science and history, and 
a master’s in education from Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University 
(VCU).

Tami Stallard earned undergrad-
uate degrees in history and social 
work from Wartburg College in 
Iowa. She has a master’s of social 
work from VCU, and teaches 
elementary school part-time. The 
Stallards live in Aylett.

The course will meet October 
1, 8, and 15, at Northumberland 
Public Library in Heathsville from 
1 to 3 p.m.

To register, send name and 
address, plus a fee of $30, pay-
able to RCC/EFI, to Sharon Drot-
leff, (Rappahannock Community 
College/Educational Foundation 
Office), P.O. Box 923, Warsaw, VA 
22572, or call 333-6707.

Applications for the Outstand-
ing Young Agriculturalist Award 
program of Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation (VFBF) are due Octo-
ber 1.

The award, sponsored by the 
VFBF Young Farmer Commit-
tee and Women’s Committee, 
recognizes high school juniors 
and seniors for outstanding aca-
demic, community and agribusi-
ness achievement.

The award program is open to 
the public, and applications are 
available at www.vafb.com, and 
at county Farm Bureau offices.

Participants will be asked to 
provide information on their 
academic accomplishments and 
goals; leadership roles in work 
and organizational environments; 
and farm and other agriculture-
related experiences, along with 
letters of recommendation. They 
also will be asked to prepare an 
oral presentation.

District level winners will 
compete for the state title at the 
VFBF Annual Convention in 
November in Chantilly.

All district winners, other than 
the state winner, will receive a 
$100 award from Virginia Farm 
Bureau Credit Associations. 
The state winner will receive an 
award valued at approximately 
$750: $250 from Virginia Farm 
Credit Associations; $250 from 
the VFBF Young Farmer Com-
mittee; and  $250 and a certifi-
cate from the VFBF Women’s 
Committee.

The state winner will give a 
presentation during an evening 
event on November 26.

The faculty, staff and students 
of Northumberland Elementary 
School observed Patriot’s Day 
September 11 with a school-wide 
assembly honoring the victims 
and remembering the tragedy of 
the terrorist attacks on the United 
States six years ago.

Some 40 students from kin-
dergarten through fifth grade 
took part in the presentation 

From left are Deborah M. Cook and Ron Milhills.

Chesapeake Academy installs
new head during convocation 

independent school.” 
Prior to bringing Cook to the 

podium, Charlton addressed the 
hard work, challenges and rewards 
of assuming leadership of a thriving 
independent school in transition.

“It’s an excellent time for an insti-
tution and community to take stock 
in itself; to look backward and to 
look forward; to recognize and cel-
ebrate accomplishments as well as 
to identify and focus on new chal-
lenges and opportunities,” he said. 

Mihills and Cook took the stage 
for the official installation cer-
emony, followed by a humorous 
and insightful speech from Cook, 
likening the intertwining of effort, 
attitude and support for the success 
of an academic career or educa-
tional institution to the filling of a 
candy jar. 

Cook, who said she believes 
that the “work of helping to form 
young adults is the best work there 
is,” closed the ceremony follow-
ing a prayer by current parent, the 
Rev. Dwight Seawood and leading 

the assembly in the singing of the 
school’s Alma Mater. 

Students and their families spent 
the remainder of the morning 
visiting their teachers and fellow 
classmates, exploring their new 
classrooms and examining the bul-
letin board presentations promoting 
good character and school spirit. 

In August, the 22-member faculty 
met to continue work collaboratively 
on the school’s curricular scope and 
sequence, power standards of learn-
ing, and techniques that lead stu-
dents to enduring understandings of 
curriculum content.

A prime focus for the faculty, 
according to the administration, 
continues to be curricular plan-
ning that integrates instructional 
approaches that address student 
learning style differences.

“Being small and independent, 
we’re able to teach in ways that our 
students learn best and what experi-
ence tells us is important or essen-
tial,” said lower school division 
head Joan Marple. 

the YMCA through donations and 
shopping lists provided by their 
parents, the other group decorated 
folders to use at school, and train 
puzzle pieces to be connected and 
displayed at the YMCA. 

The enthusiasm of the children 
picking out new things to wear, 
instead of having to rely on thrift 
store items and hand-me-downs was 
contagious, said program coordina-
tor Donna McGrath. Their shopping 
buddies were having as much fun as 
the children, urging them to mix 
and match outfits, while getting 
the most for their dollar. Back at 
the YMCA, bags were sorted and 
each child was given a pre-filled 
backpack of school supplies. 

“For the third year in a row, an 
incredible time was had by all who 
participated,” said branch execu-
tive Mark Favazza. “The behavior 
of the children was exemplary 
and the patience and enthusiasm 
of the volunteers was wonderful. 
Going from 15 children our first 
year to 188 this year is phenom-
enal, and we hope to exceed 200 
next year.” 

McGrath thanked the parents 
for allowing the children to make 
the trip, the children for making it 
fun and for behaving so wonder-
fully, the community for the gen-
erous donations and the volunteers 
who gave their time and helped 
brighten a child’s school year. 

added.
She stated a need to explore ways 

to begin educating earlier than the 
traditional grade system does: age 
four. That means pre-school, an 
area not presently supported by 
public funds, explained Sciab-
barrasi. Getting money for that 
kind of schooling is the problem, 
she said.

Sciabbarrasi spoke frankly 
about the challenges facing county 
schools. Aging school buildings, 
low reading abilities in certain 
grades, and the energy consum-
ing requirements borne in meeting 
Standards of Learning adminis-
trative requirements were only a 
few. She urges citizens to help the 
schools serve the community. 

“Take the time to contact the 
schools. Drop by to say, ‘Hi,’” said 
Sciabbarrasi.

From left are George McMahon, John Mark Burbach, Chris 
Allen and Daryl Gordon.

Shopping program
serves 188 children

which included a description of 
the freedom flag and what each 
symbol represented.

At the program’s conclusion, 
the entire student body gathered 
outside around the flagpole as the 
American Flag and the Freedom 
Flag were raised by Cub Scout 
Troop 202 of Reedville.  Five 
kindergartners led the group in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

■ Reading program
Read for the Record is a 

national campaign to encourage 
children and adults to read the 
same book September 20. The 
book is The Story of Ferdinand 
by Munro Leaf. 

 School superintendent Clint 
Stables will read the book to Nor-
thumberland Elementary School 
during morning announcements.

■ Alumni dinner
The Lower Northern Neck 

Alumni Chapter of William and 
Mary will meet October 2 for a 
reception and buffet dinner at 
Indian Creek Country Club near 
Kilmarnock. The reception will 
begin at 6 p.m. 

After dinner, Dean Larry 
Pulley of the Mason School of 
Business will share details of the 
new building on the Williamsburg 
campus and the recent changes in 
the business program’s curricu-
lum. For dinner reservations, call 
Norm Smith at 438-6559.

School Notebook

Outstanding Young 
Agriculturalist 
Award entries 
due October 1

Stallards to 
teach ‘Battle 
of Gettysburg’

From left, Friends of Lancaster County president Charlie 
Costello welcomes Lancaster school superintendent Susan 
Sciabbarrasi.

Superintendent addresses
Friends of Lancaster County

Five kindergartners lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

School observes Patriot’s Day

National competition prizes
include full college scholarship

not soon forget them, or their fami-
lies.”

Students and teachers can 
learn more about how to par-
ticipate in Virginia History Day 
by contacting state coordinator 

Broyles at 757-220-7975, or 
tbroyles@cwf.org  or visiting 
www.history.org/vhd. For  more 
information on National History 
day, visit www.nationalhisto-
ryday.org.  
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Have You Heard Us Now?
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by Joan McBride
Five Lancaster High School 

(LHS) students have recently 
been selected to be part of an ini-
tiative of the University of Mary 
Washington (UMW) during the 
2007-08 school year.

According to LHS principal 
Sandra Spears, seniors Lyna 
Nguyen and Shanita Mitch-
ell, juniors Marlene Logan and 
Nathan Rose, and sophomore 
Cassandra Alexander have all 
been selected for the university’s 
Rappahannock Scholars Pro-
gram.

“This is such a great opportu-
nity,” Spears said.

If the students achieve a final 
cumulative high school GPA of 
at least 3.5, they will not only 
have guaranteed admission to the 
school when they graduate, but 
also have financial assistance.

According to information from 
UMW, the program selects stu-
dents who exhibit promising aca-
demic, economic, and leadership 
characteristics, and who have 
been nominated by their guid-

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
Virginia educators are gear-

ing up for battle this January 
in Richmond.  

For years, the state has pro-
vided funding to localities 
based on “Standards of Qual-
ity,” a minimum standard for 
public schools. 

The Standards of Quality 
outline requirements from 
class sizes to teacher salaries 
and provide the funding neces-
sary to meet those minimums. 

Now, educators are saying 
those minimum standards 
aren’t realistic. 

For instance, said Northum-
berland superintendent Clint 
Stables, the average student-
teacher ratio outlined in the 
Standards of Quality is 30-1. 
The state provides localities 
with only enough funding to 
cover that ratio.

In reality, most school dis-
tricts are trying to keep their 
class sizes in the low 20s. 

“The public demands smaller 
class sizes,” Stables said, “and 
instruction suffers when the 
student-teacher ratio is any 
higher.”

So, the state is only paying 
for, say, 30 teachers when a 
division may really need 45 
to keep classroom sizes down, 
Stables explained.

Other costs such as text-
books, utility charges, and 
transportation costs are also 
on the rise.

Statewide, counties are 
spending upwards of $2 bil-
lion more than the state says 
is needed just to provide the 
most basic education. 

Traditionally, the state is 
supposed to pay 55 percent 
of the recognized operational 
costs. Localities are respon-
sible for covering the other 45 
percent. State funding does 
not pay for new programs or 
initiatives. Yet, in 2006 every 
locality in the state spent more 
than the basic requirement. 

Northumberland spent $2.1 
million more than it was sup-
posed to covering basic educa-
tional needs. Lancaster spent 
$4 million more.

A coalition of educators, 
including the Virginia School 
Boards Association, the Vir-
ginia Association of School 
Superintendents and the Vir-
ginia Education Association, 
is asking the state to rebench-
mark the Standards of Quality, 
making them more realistic. 

This increase in education 
spending could cost the state 
$1.4 billion over the next bien-

nium, but the alternative is 
increased real estate taxes at the 
local level. 

With state revenues dipping 
below projections, and repre-
sentatives trying to meet other 
demands from transportation to 
public safety, it’s going to be a 
tough fight for educators. 

“Virginia is the 7th wealthiest 
state in the nation,” said VEA 
president Princess Moss. “How-
ever, we’re 32nd in per pupil 
funding, and we’re $5,300 below 
the national average in teacher 
salaries. We can’t let these facts 
get lost as we move forward to 
look at the upcoming budget.”

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
Local schools continue to 

struggle to meet the require-
ments set by the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act. 

While 70 percent of Virgin-
ia’s schools met the Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP) bench-
marks in 2006-2007, none of 
the Northern Neck school dis-
tricts passed.

In fact, only 58 of Virginia’s 
132 school districts made AYP 
last year, compared with 72 
during the previous year. 

AYP benchmarks increased 
by four points over the previ-
ous school year. For a Virginia 
school or school division to 
have made AYP in 2006-2007, 
at least 73 percent of students 
in all subgroups (white, black, 
Hispanic, students with disabili-
ties and economically disadvan-

Division-wide, Lancaster and Northumberland
fail to meet Standards of Learning benchmarks

taged) must have demonstrated 
proficiency on statewide tests in 
reading, and 71 percent of stu-
dents must have demonstrated 
proficiency in mathematics. 

Annual accountability rat-
ings are based on achievement 
on the Standards of Learning 
exams given during the previ-
ous academic year or combined 
achievement from the three 
most recent years. 

According to federal law, all 
states must meet 100 percent 
proficiency by 2014. 
Lancaster scores

While Lancaster County did 
not make AYP as a division, the 
high school made AYP for the 
second year in a row, passing 94 
percent overall in English and 
89 percent overall in math. 

Lancaster Middle School 
failed to achieve the AYP 

benchmark in English for the 
third year in a row, placing it 
in Year 2 of improvement. And, 
for the first time, it also failed 
to achieve AYP in math.

In English, disadvantaged 
students were just shy of the 73 
percent benchmark, with only 
72 percent passing. In math, 
only 61 percent of those same 
subcategories passed. 

Superintendent Susan Sciab-
barrasi said the middle school 
is mapping out a plan to bring 
those scores up, speaking with 
a state specialist about the 
sequencing of courses and test-
ing.

The school plans to enhance 
its after-school programs, 
emphasize its math and lan-
guage arts programs and to 
make sure its summer school is 
using research-based teaching 

programs, Scaibbarrasi said. 
Instructors are also reviewing 
last year’s exams to see what 
sorts of questions students 
missed. 

Lancaster Primary School 
failed to make AYP for the 
second year, putting it in Year 
1 of improvement. Only 50 per-
cent of black and disadvantaged 
students passed the English 
exam, falling far short of the 73 
percent benchmark. 

Scaibbarrasi said that school 
will begin using a new reading 
program called the Wilson pro-
gram this year and will review 
last year’s exams to find where 
instruction is falling short. 

Division-wide, Lancaster fell 
short of the benchmarks for its 
black, disadvantaged and dis-
abled students in English and 
its black and disabled students 

in math. 
Northumberland scores

Northumberland High School 
continued to perform well with 
its standardized testing, making 
AYP for the third year in a row 
and achieving comfortably 
above the benchmark in every 
category. Overall, 86 percent 
of students passed their English 
exams and 89 percent passed 
their math exams.

Northumberland Middle 
School did not make AYP for 
the second year in a row, plac-
ing it in Year 1 of improvement. 
Its black students failed to 
make AYP in English with only 
55 percent passing. 

Superintendent Clint Stables 
said the school doubled up on 
its classroom time dedicated to 
math last year, which made a 
big difference. The school may 

consider doing the same thing 
with its language arts classes, 
he said. 

One of the big variables is time, 
Stables said, “If you’re doing all 
the right things instructionally, 
sometimes it’s just about giving 
a subject more time.”

Northumberland Elementary 
School has pulled up its scores, 
making AYP for the second year 
in a row after spending one year 
in improvement. Overall, 85 
percent of students passed both 
their math and English exams. 

Division-wide, Northumber-
land fell short of the benchmarks 
for its students with disadvan-
tages in math and English. Sta-
bles noted that these students 
are not counted at the individual 
schools because the subgroups 
are too small, but they are 
counted at the division level. 

Standards of Quality due realignment 
Did you know?

• Education Week magazine found that Virginia children are 
the most likely in the nation to experience success as they move 
from childhoood to adulthood. Its study found that the typi-
cal student in the Commonwealth “enjoys higher achievement 
and is more likely to finish high school and continue on to col-
lege than in other states.
• In May 2006, Newsweek listed 18 Virginia high schools 
among the 150 best in the nation.

From left are Nathan Ross, Cassandra Alexander, Shanita 
Mitchell, Marlene Logan and LHS guidance counselor Barbara 
Smith.

Rappahannock Scholars challenged
ance counselors for the program. 

“It is exciting to realize that 
these Rappahannock Scholars 
have already been accepted to 
UMW. What a wonderful oppor-
tunity for them!” said guidance 
counselor Barbara Smith. 
Anticipating a ‘great year’

According to Spears, LHS is 
looking forward to a “great year” 
academically since the school 
is fully accredited and met its 
annual yearly plan for the federal 
No Child Left Behind national 
program.

In addition, she said the divi-
sion is also expecting great things 
from the LHS athletic teams, 
since almost all of them advanced 
to regional play last year.

Four key areas for students’ 
success were identified by staff at 
recent grade-level meetings, she 
said.

“We discussed the power of a 
positive and respectful attitude, a 
strong work ethic, setting career 
goals early, and making a quality 
education the number one prior-
ity,” said Spears.

According to The College 
Board, the average tuition 
increase at a private college 
for the 2006-07 school year 
was 5.9 percent, slightly less 
than the 6.3 percent increase 
over the same period at public 
universities.

Assuming that increase 
remains steady over the next 
18 years, parents of infants 
can expect the cost of college 
to increase dramatically by 
the time they’re ready to pack 
their youngsters off to college 
come 2025.

The projected four-year 
tuition for a student enroll-
ing in a private university in 
2007 is $103,000. Parents can 
expect the same education to 
cost $294,000 by 2025.

While the tuition increase 
is slightly higher at public 
institutions, the overall costs 
remain markedly lower. A 
child attending an in-state 
public institution in 2025 can 
expect their four-year institu-
tion to cost roughly $80,000.

Perhaps the most puzzling 
and troublesome aspect of the 
increase in college tuition is 
that the annual rate of tuition 
increase exceeds the general 
rate of inflation and is also 
higher than the average rise 
in personal incomes.

Finding a way to pay for college 
has become the proverbial elephant 
in the room for many parents, some-
thing they know they’ll need to 
figure out eventually, but something 
they’d prefer to ignore or put off for 
fear of what they might find.

Recent projections from The Col-
lege Board don’t figure to erase any 
of those sleepless nights, either. In 
the 2006-07 academic year, tuitions 
at both private and public institutions 
increased by an average of 6 percent 
(give or take a few decimal points) 
and citing national 10-year aver-
ages for tuition increases, The Col-
lege Board expects those increases 
to remain steady. That means, in 18 
years, the cost of a college education 
will, in the best case scenario, nearly 
triple.

Such a reality is frightening for 
more parents, who would be wise to 
not only start saving for college the 
moment their child is born, but also 
begin searching for ways beyond 
saving that can help as well.

• Pass the buck. Grants and schol-
arships are the holy grail of tuition 
help. That’s because neither need to 
be paid back. However, putting all 

one’s eggs in the scholarship basket 
is a risky venture, be it an athletic or 
academic scholarship.

Of all financial aid given out each 
year, less than 50 percent is grants 
or scholarships. It’s not uncommon 
for even the best students or ath-
letes to receive partial scholarships, 
so chances are strong you’ll need 
to come up with some, if not the 
majority of your child’s tuition.

• Start a savings plan. College 
savings plans can differ greatly, but 
all have one thing in common: they 
provide flexibility when it’s time for 
your child to make a decision. With 
money in the bank, children can 
base their decision more on where 
they want to go than where finances 
dictate they can go.

When starting a college sav-
ings plan, consider everything 
from potential tax implications to 
any fees that might arise if money 
is withdrawn early to how much 
control you’ll have over the money 
while you’re saving. These variables 
can differ quite a bit depending on 
which plan you choose, so do your 
research.

• Borrow, borrow, borrow. Some 

parents are skeptical of taking out 
loans

to pay for college or putting their 
children in a position to have a large 
sum to pay back once they graduate. 
But college loans aren’t neces-
sarily the albatross many think 
they are. Repayment schedules 
can be laid out in ways similar to 
a mortgage, where a lump sum is 
borrowed up front and then paid 
back over a long period of time.

Graduates who make all their 
payments on time also will see 
their credit score benefit. And 
parent’s needn’t worry too much 
about placing a loan repayment 
burden on their children.

In 2004, the U.S. Census 
Bureau reported that college 
graduates between the ages of 25 
to 34 earned roughly 70 percent 
more than people of the same age 
who had completed only a high 
school diploma or had just  a 
general equivalency diploma.

So while loans might put a 
child in debt, those loans are 
surely worth it when consider-
ing the benefits their degree will 
provide.

AAA Tidewater Virginia reminds 
motorists to slow down and watch 
out for school-age pedestrians 
and students loading and unload-
ing school buses in area neighbor-
hoods.

AAA’s School’s Open—Drive 
Carefully campaign urges motorists 
to stay alert in areas where children 
are present, paying special attention 
during the morning and afternoon 
hours while children are coming to 
and from school. Drivers should be 
on the lookout for children who may 
dart out into the street near school 
zones, playgrounds, bus stops, 
and especially in neighborhoods. 
School-age children are especially 
vulnerable in areas with heavy traf-
fic volume, parked vehicles on the 
street, higher posted speed limits, 
and few pedestrian-control devices.

AAA Tidewater Virginia offers 
drivers the following tips to keep 
school children safe:

• Slow down in or near school 
and residential areas, and be sure to 
come to a complete stop at all inter-
sections.

• Drive with the headlights on—
even during the day—so children 
and other drivers can see you.

• Look for clues such as AAA 
School Safety Patrol™ members, 
crossing guards, bicycles, and play-
grounds where children could be in 
the area.

• Scan between parked cars and 
other objects for signs that children 
could be in the area.

• Practice extra caution in adverse 

weather conditions.
• Pay particular attention near 

schools during morning and after-
noon hours.

• Always stop for school buses 
that are loading and unloading stu-
dents.

To help children become more 
aware of their responsibilities as 
pedestrians, AAA offers the follow-
ing tips to review with children :

• Go directly to and from school 
or the bus stop.

• Cross at corners.
• Cooperate with police, school 

safety patrols and adult crossing 
guards.

• Obey all traffic signals.
• Walk across the street. Never 

run. Allow yourself plenty of time 
to cross.

• Watch for vehicles that might 
turn.

• If the road has no sidewalks, 
walk facing traffic and as far from 
the roadway surface as possible.

• Be extra alert in bad weather. 
Drivers have trouble seeing and 
stopping in bad weather.

• If walking after dark, wear some-
thing reflective or light-colored and 
carry a flashlight.

It is important that parents rein-
force these rules with their children 
often. Parents can make the best 
examples for their children by fol-
lowing these rules all the time.

Many older students are on the 
road for the first time as new driv-
ers. As new drivers many teens have 
yet to develop the skills needed to 

manage themselves through some 
of the traffic challenges they face 
getting to and from school each 
day.   

AAA offers the following tips to 
the new driver to help make their 
driving experience a safer, more 
enjoyable ride:

• Allow plenty of time to arrive at 
school.

• Put seat belts on before starting 
the car.

• Maintain the posted speed limit 
or slower.

• Do not follow too closely.
• Drive solo or with one other 

friend. Too many friends in the car 
can be a big distraction.

• Restrain from eating, talking on 
the phone, text messaging, reading 
or personal grooming.

• Refrain from driving aggres-
sively.

• Do not drink and drive.
Teen drivers are experiencing a 

new independence with their license 
but also more responsibility. Parents 
can help teens understand their role 
as a new driver as well as the poten-
tial legal and financial impact of 
their decisions behind the wheel.

The School’s Open—Drive Care-
fully campaign provides free edu-
cational resources. These items are 
available upon request from AAA 
Tidewater’s Traffic Safety Depart-
ment during the month of Septem-
ber. 

For free material, call 233-3889, 
or email pubaff@tidewater.aaa.com, 
or visit AAA.com.

Reviewing ways to pay for college Projecting the 
cost of college 
education

School’s open; drive carefully
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the intent of the board to pay for 
Latimore’s unlimited vacation 
leave.

“I have to plead absolute stu-
pidity and ignorance here. . . I 
don’t know if it was the intent 
or not. I don’t know if it was an 
oversight of the board or not,” 
said McCann.

The minutes of the May 10, 
2004, school board meeting 
where the new contract was 
approved note McCann made the 
motion to institute a new three-
year contract for Latimore.

Latimore’s employment con-
tract dated June 14, 2004, and 
signed by then-school board 
chairman William Smith, states: 
“The Division Superintendent 
shall receive eighteen annual 
leave days exclusive of legal 
holidays and eighteen sick leave 
days per annum. Unused earned 
sick leave shall be accumulated 
to an unlimited number of days. 
Upon leaving the school divi-
sion, the superintendent shall 
be compensated for unused sick 
leave and annual leave at the per 
diem rate of pay. The Board and 
the Superintendent may agree to 
pay for unused leave annually.”

Smith refused by e-mail to 
provide information on this 
matter to the Record.

School board member Jayne 
“Lindy” Grigsby said she under-
stood the contract meant paying 
for all unused sick and vacation 
leave back to his beginning in 
the division.

McCann said Latimore’s 
legacy was helping to keep the 
division on track to achieve 
“close to” or above the mini-
mum requirements of the fed-
erally-mandated No Child Left 
Behind Program.

“He had as many people who 
liked him as who didn’t. The 
education of the children in Lan-
caster County was in the fore-
front of his mind. The opinions 
of other people were immaterial 
to him,” McCann said.

Division policy, revised July 
12, 2004, states that all retiring 
12-month employees who have 
served the division for at least 
15 years will be paid $45 per 
day for up to 140 days of unused 
sick leave and that unused vaca-
tion days will be paid at the 
employee’s per diem rate—up to 
a 40-day maximum.

All employees can earn sick 
leave, but only those retiring in 
the division can be paid for their 
unused sick leave.

However, only 12-month 
employees accumulate unused 
vacation days, according to Salg, 
and only if they have been with 
the division for a minimum of 15 
years and are “legally retiring.”

For the current fiscal year, the 
average per diem rate for jani-
tors is $85.21 and for principals 
it is $299.71.

It came to light at the Septem-
ber 10 school board meeting that 
the division’s current employee 
handbook—which according to 
Sciabbarrasi contains the rules 
implementing the board’s poli-
cies—has no mention of a maxi-
mum number of vacation days 
which can be carried over to the 
next year.

Several employees at that 
meeting told the board that it has 
been an “accepted practice” for 
as many as 10 years to carry over 
more than 40 days. 

The Rappahannock Record 
attempted several times to con-
tact Latimore, but he left town 
on the day he had arranged for a 
phone interview. 

The school board
School board member Karen 

Doyle said she first learned about 
Latimore’s separation check in 
mid July when some of the board 
members and Sciabbarrasi trav-
elled together to the annual Vir-
ginia School Board Association 
(VSBA) Board Development 
Academy in Charlottesville. 

She said she and others on the 
board were upset that they had 
not been told by McCann about 
the amount of the check before it 
was given to Latimore.

McCann said recently he had 
been aware of the amount in the 
“latter part of May or sometime 
in June.” 

He said he had given the go-
ahead to Salg to cut the check 
because the board was “con-
tractually obligated” and had 
“no alternative.” He said he did 
not consult with the other board 
members first.

Doyle said earlier this week 
that actions like McCann’s were 
what prompted her to run for the 
board in 2003.

“I believed there was a great 
lack of confidence in the edu-
cational system because people 
didn’t trust the . . . superinten-
dent or the school board, and 
that there was a great shroud of 
secrecy,” she said.

“The community felt that 
spending was out of control and 
there was no accountability or 
consistency within the adminis-
tration,” she added.

“I really feel the school board 
is first and foremost responsible 
for the state of the school divi-
sion and that includes finances, 
education, and everything,” 
Doyle said.

She recalled with dismay that 
it had been necessary last year 
for board member Carl Fail-
mezger, a practicing attorney, 
to file a request under the Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA) 
in order to receive information 
from the school board office.

Failmezger said he had made 
written requests for copies of all 
administrative contracts on sev-
eral occasions in the first half of 
2006 after beginning his term in 
January 2006.

“I was told by Dr. Latimore 
that I needed board approval 
to get those copies,” he said 
recently. 

So Failmezger said he made 
such a motion at a subsequent 
meeting, which Doyle seconded.

He said McCann told him it 
wasn’t necessary to vote on his 
motion, but he (Failmezger) 
insisted on it. The motion failed 
3-2.

Within a month or two, he said 
he filed a FOIA request for the 
records, but the requested mate-
rials still weren’t given to him 
within the time limit mandated 
by law. 

Instead, Failmezger received a 
“foot-tall pile” of papers on the 
late-May 2006 afternoon when 
the board was scheduled to pass 
its fiscal year 2007 budget, and 
he had “no time to inspect the 
papers.”

Upon an examination of the 
documents, he discovered that 

the contracted salaries did not 
match the budgeted salaries for 
some administrators.

“It offends me that the school 
board pinches pennies to save 
money everywhere in the school 
system, only to find out that the 
big dollars have flown out the 
window in a large check with-
out the board’s knowledge or 
approval,” Failmezger said about 
Latimore’s terminal check.
Dollars and sense

The issue of the pay-out for 
Latimore first surfaced at the 
school board office in March 
when Salg became aware of the 
terms of Latimore’s contract. 

She sought the legal advice of 
the division’s former attorney.

“I did not want the payment 
to be made based solely on my 
interpretations of the contract,” 
Salg said.

She said the large amount was 
not anticipated in any budget 
category.

Subsequently, Sciabbarrasi 
was instructed by the school 
board to contact its current 
attorney on the matter of the 
contract’s language. 

Both attorneys agreed that the 
contract’s language seemed to 
mean per diem pay for unlimited 
sick and vacation days. 

A question which hasn’t been 
definitively answered yet is 
where the unbudgeted and siz-
able amount came from.

From January through May, 
the average payroll for the divi-
sion was about $520,000 but 
then it jumped in June to over 
$657,000 with the addition of 
Latimore’s separation check and 
the year-end extra duty stipends 
for teachers.

Salg and assistant county 
administrator for budgeting 
and financial management Jack 
Larson have differing opinions 
on which budget category sup-
plied the dollars, so it will be 
up to the county’s independent 
auditor to try to sort it out.

“I would be very irritated if it 
came from instruction, because 
the kids shouldn’t be suffer-
ing because of their [the school 
board’s] poor decision making,” 
said county supervisor Jack Rus-
sell. 

“I am sure what they did was 
legal, but there are occurrences 
when you do things that are 
legal, but are a combination of 
bad policy and bad judgment,” 
said Russell. “And this is one of 
those.”

The board of supervisors 
appropriates county funding for 
the school board’s budget and 
the supervisors have in recent 
years increasingly expressed 
concerns over the school board’s 
management of what amounts to 
more than half of the county’s 
total annual budget.

In fiscal year 2007, the school 
board received almost 60 percent 
of the county’s total $26 million 
operating budget. This year,  just 
over 55 percent of the $29.5 mil-
lion county budget—almost $16 
million—will be turned over to 
the school division.
The new superintendent

Sciabbarrasi, who assumed the 
leadership for the division July 
1, 2007, said she learned about 
her predecessor’s unbudgeted, 
but contract-stipulated, terminal 
check later that same month.

“Superintendent contracts 
across the nation are the only 
ones in the school systems that 
are completely individualized, 
rather than the standard school 
employee contracts,” said Sciab-
barrasi.

She likened a superintendent’s 
position to that of the chief execu-
tive officer of a company who has 
a better retirement package and 
“more perks” than other employ-
ees because of having greater 
responsibilities.

Sciabbarrasi shared a copy of 
her three-year contract, humor-
ously pointing out that she had 
been given 20 fewer sick days 
per year than the other 12-month 
employees—120 instead of 140.

Her three-year contract signed 
April 13, 2007, shows another 
change in the board’s thinking. 
It states: “The Division Super-
intendent shall receive a total of 
twenty days annual leave exclu-
sive of legal holidays (not cumu-
lative) and ten days sick leave per 
annum. Unused earned sick leave 
may be accumulated to a total of 
120 days. Upon leaving the school 
division, the superintendent shall 
be compensated for unused sick 
leave and annual leave at the per 
diem rate of pay. The Board and 
the Superintendent may agree to 
pay for unused leave annually.”

The school board is consider-
ing numerous policies proposed 
by the VSBA. One of those pro-
posals Sciabbarrasi read to the 
school board in August states: 
“Any severance benefits provided 
to a departing Superintendent will 
be publicly announced prior to the 
Superintendent’s departure.”

On September 10, the school 
board held a second reading on 
the proposed adoption of this 
policy and several others.

In a September 4 memo to the 
chairman of the board of supervi-
sors and the county administrator, 
Sciabbarrasi stated emphatically 
that it was her hope that “we can 
move forward with the under-
standing that we, at the school 
board office, need to spend more 
time on ensuring that our con-
tracts present clear intentions and 
are written in a clear and concise 
manner.”

Doyle said she appreci-
ates Schiabbarrasi’s words and 
actions.

“She’s doing so many economi-
cally sensible things,” said Doyle. 
“She told the department heads 
that they would be held respon-
sible for spending their line item 
and no more.”

“I wish she would have been 
with us before now,” said Grigsby.

Larson noted her “profession-
alism and willingness to provide 
information” to the board of 
supervisors “in a timely manner.” 

At the board of supervisors’ 
September 11 meeting, Jenkins 
and others indicated dismay that 
this issue had come up at the 
beginning her service in the divi-
sion.

Sciabbarrasi shares the feel-
ing that the timing is unfortunate, 
“especially when we have a new 
beginning and should be looking 
forward to new ideas and new 
strengths.”

“It is my hope that the school 
board and the board of supervi-
sors can move forward and make 
changes, where needed, to correct 
current policies, procedures, and 
contracts . . . ,“ said Sciabbarrasi.

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—It was not 

a good day to represent Comcast 
Cable. But then, no day is a good 
day to stand before the Northum-
berland board of supervisors 
to discuss what the board has 
labeled an outdated and failing 
cable television system. 

“If I were in your shoes, I’d be 
ashamed to even come before 
this board,” county administrator 
Kenneth D. Eades told Comcast 
Cable spokesman Ken Dye at the 
supervisors’ September meeting.  

For at least seven years, the 
county has been complaining bit-
terly about cable’s failing equip-
ment and spotty reception. 

It’s 1970s quality television 
reception with new millenium 
pricing, explained Eades, who 
said he gave up on cable and 
switched to satellite television 
last year. 

There have been issues since 
the system was installed in the 
late 1980s by C-4 media. C-4’s 
franchise was then bought by 
FrontierVision and later Adel-
phia. Each of those companies 
promised improvements, but the 
system hasn’t seen a major over-
haul since it was installed.

Comcast bought Adelphia last 
year and, in December, company 
representatives appeared before 
the board promising new equip-
ment and better service. 

“Here we are nine months later 
and equipment hasn’t even been 
looked at,” Eades said.

Northumberland supervisors 
refuse to speak to Comcast reps

Ken Dye, Comcast Cable direc-
tor of governmental affairs

“You’re a P.R. man, that’s all you are. This is just a 
rehearsed speech you give us every time.” 

—Ronald Jett, county supervisor

The major problems revolve 
around the network channels: 
CBS, NBC, ABC, UPN, FOX. 
The cable company picks up these 
stations with antennae equipment 
similar to what somebody would 
have used to receive those chan-
nels at home three decades ago. 

Reception on these stations 
turns fuzzy or is lost completely 
county-wide for days, sometimes 
weeks, and calling the service 
line doesn’t do any good, Eades 
said, because the equipment is 
faulty.

In recent years, Northum-
berland’s cable customers have 
incurred two rate increases with-
out any noticeable improvement 
in service, bringing cable costs in 
line with satellite television. 

“I’d be surprised if you have 
half of [the customers] you had 
two years ago,” Eades told Dye.

Adelphia began offering digital 
cable a few years ago, but other 
services available in most areas 
such as internet, high definition 
and program recording capabili-
ties aren’t offered in Northum-
berland.

 “Each time there was a rate 
increase they said it would help 
pay to upgrade equipment, but the 
equipment never got upgraded,” 

Eades said.
This time Dye told the board 

that equipment has been ordered 
to make the system better, but he 
didn’t say what that equipment 
was and declined to give a time-
line for its installation. 

He said the “tweaking” should 
improve reception. 

“You’re not planning to spend 
any money in the county,” said 
supervisor Richard Haynie. 
“That’s what your servicemen 
have told me.”

The franchise agreement 
expired several years ago, and the 
county has been automatically 
renewing it on an annual basis 
since Adelphia went bankrupt.  

“The only reason I voted [to 
allow the annual renewal of the 
franchise agreement] is so that 
people have something to look 
at,” said supervisor Joe Self. 

The board scoffed at Dye’s 
suggestion that it’s “time for a sit 
down.”

“What do you expect to 
accomplish with sitting down?” 
Self said. “It’s a waste of time. I 
wouldn’t spend five minutes sit-
ting down with you myself.”

Dye said he was willing to 
bring in the ‘right team,’ includ-
ing his new boss who has been on 

the job for two weeks. 
“Yeah, he should know a lot,” 

said supervisor Ronald Jett. “He’s 
been there two weeks.”

The board suggested that Dye 
have Comcast pen a plan for 
improving service in the county. 

“It would usually work in 
reverse, the board talking in a 
room with staff, kicking docu-
ments back and forth,” said Dye.

The supervisors didn’t like that 
idea. 

“You are supposed to be pro-
viding us with quality service,” 
supervisor Pamela Russell said. 
“I see this as a breach of con-
tract.” 

Refusing a ‘sit down,’ the 
board voted 5-0 to direct county 
attorney Les Kilduff to deter-
mine whether there are grounds 
for breach of contract.

RICHMOND—Virginia is 
marking National Preparedness 
Month in September with the 
launch of Ready Virginia, a coor-
dinated effort to provide vital 
preparedness information to the 
people of the Commonwealth.

This new, collaborative effort 
will unite state government 
agencies with private sector and 
local government partners in a 
statewide public education effort 
to prepare Virginians for all haz-
ards, including natural disasters 
and potential terrorist attacks. 
Ready Virginia urges citizens 
to prepare for emergencies by 
stocking an emergency supply 
kit, making an emergency plan 
and staying informed about the 
hazards that could impact Vir-
ginia.

A new web site, www.Ready-
Virginia.gov features specific 
steps families and businesses 
can take to prepare themselves 
for disasters and emergencies. 
The site is a central, authorita-
tive resource for preparedness 
information for all Virginians, 
including a list of materials for 
a kit, steps to making a plan, and 
sources of information to stay 
informed.

“Ready Virginia is an impor-
tant step in developing a culture 
of preparedness to ensure the 
safety and security of Virgin-
ians,” said Michael M. Cline, 

state coordinator for the Vir-
ginia Department of Emergency 
Management. “The web site 
shows simple, low-cost steps 
people can take in order to be 
better prepared for emergen-
cies.”

Ready Virginia uses a variety 
of messages to inform citizens 
on the basic steps needed to 
better prepare their homes, fami-
lies and businesses.

Part of the effort will seek to 
educate people about prepared-
ness through the use of public 
service announcements (PSA), 
which are now available for 
download from the Ready Vir-
ginia web site in the press room 
area. Each PSA addresses an 
aspect of family preparedness, 
such as deciding on a meeting 
place or collecting emergency 
supplies. The PSAs are avail-
able in video, audio and script 
formats.

Ready Virginia is being 
launched in coordination with 
National Preparedness Month. 
During the month of September, 
625 national and regional orga-
nizations will distribute emer-
gency preparedness information, 
host events and sponsor activities 
in all 50 states and six territories. 
Groups in Virginia will join the 
nation to promote emergency 
preparedness through various 
events.

Emergency preparedness 
initiative is announced

What part did indentured servants play in early Virginia?
Indentured servants comprised some three-quarters or more of those 

making the overseas migration to Virginia in the early 1600s.
Upon arrival, servants would be sold to a master for whom they would 

work off the debt of “transportation,” as the crossing was termed.
The immigrants came from a range of social classes and back-

grounds; however, most were young men of little formal education. 
Women and children made the journey as well, some voluntarily with 
high hopes for America, while others were “lagged” or kidnapped off 
the streets. Along with the urban poor generally, debtors and convicts 
were shipped to the colonies, too.

The cautionary tale of one James Revel tells the fate of an English 
youth transported to Virginia for larceny, “Forc’d from . . . friends and 
country to go,/ Among the Negroes to work at the hoe.”

Indentured servants played a critical part in the early colonial econ-
omy, largely as field-hands on tobacco farms. They figured prominently, 
along with slaves, free laborers, and others, in Bacon’s Rebellion of 
1676.

As enslavement of Africans became more profitable and widespread, 
the role of indentured servants diversified, and the institution waned by 
late colonial times.

(Pablo Julián Davis, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities. 
Brought to you by Encyclopedia Virginia at the Virginia Foundation 
for the Humanities.) 

Virginia Vignettes      
▼ Lancaster school board was ‘contractually obligated’ . . . . (continued from page A1)
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Sponsored by

��Bluegrass music
��Wine tasting by regional vineyards 
       including souvenir glass
��Hayrides
��Demonstrations by regional artisans
��Petting zoo
��Puppet show
��Activities by eight Northern Neck museums
��Gristmill tours
��Colonial games & demonstrations 
��Delicious food
��Storytelling
��Archaeological program

Saturday, September 22nd at Stratford Hall
11:00am to 4:00pm

�������������������
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�����������������
������������������

����������������������

Great House tours are not included in 
the event admission price.

Wine tasting (must be 21 years of age) is $2.00.

Admission for members of the Friends of Stratford is free.

www.stratfordhall.org Stratford is located off Virginia Rt. 3 on Rt. 214 in Westmoreland County
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by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—A crowd of 

supporters stood up and cheered 
Monday night when the town 
council gave businessman Shawn 
Donahue the go-ahead to build 
an entertainment center on First 
Street.

Town residents and neighbors 
from as far as Lottsburg packed 
the town hall to voice their support 
for a local, family-based entertain-
ment center. 

Plans for the center include 
a bowling alley, billiards, video 
games, children’s play center, 
birthday party room and a restau-
rant.

“Anyone who has spent a week-
end with grandchildren with 
nothing to do” would support the 
entertainment center, said Kilmar-
nock business owner Kathy 
Lukasewicz. “There is nothing to 
do here except take them to restau-
rants with bars. And you can only 
look at the water for so long.”

Lancaster Middle School stu-
dent Ashley Alberts said the 
downtown location would allow 
her to walk to the center from her 
home or from school, rather than 
driving to Gloucester when she 
is old enough to get her driver’s 
license. 

Two residents of Church Street 
spoke out against the location at 
the southeast quadrant of First and 
Main because it is adjacent to their 
residences. David Todd and Tony 
Reynolds expressed concerns 
about additional traffic, litter, and 
use of alcohol by young people 
hanging out at the center and cut-
ting through their property. 

“If you don’t want to be next to 
the bowling alley or businesses, 
then why do you live downtown?” 
asked Lancaster County resident 
Jim Spiess. 

He then addressed council 
member Barbara Robertson’s 
concerns that children could get 
access to alcoholic beverages left 
laying around. “No offense, Bar-
bara, but kids are getting out and 
getting (alcohol) all the time.”

Spiess noted that Wal-Mart in 

Tappahannock has kids hanging 
around the parking lot at night, 
but the Gloucester store doesn’t 
have that problem because the 
town has a bowling alley to keep 
them busy.

Like many others who spoke, 
William Smith said Gloucester is 
currently the destination spot for 
his family. When he takes his three 
kids there to bowl the family stays 
for dinner.

“At this time, this town does not 
offer anything for families to do,” 
Smith said.

 Calling the center “a great com-
pliment to this community,” Paul 
Sciacchitano of Weems said that 
as a proponent of building com-
munity assets, he was delighted 
to have an individual invest that 
kind of money in the community 
rather than relying on fund-raising 
efforts.

Restaurateur John Tripodi of 
Swanks on Main offered Donahue 
his support, noting he did not have 
a vested interest in the place since 
he didn’t think people would drop 
off their kids at the bowling center 
so they could “run to Swanks for 
the daily special.

” The town’s “face lift …made 
the community a beautiful place 
and the reason I brought in my 
businesses,” said Tripodi. 

Lottsburg resident Lynn Gill 
was delighted at the prospect of 
entertainment only 30 minutes 
from her home, saying she cur-
rently drives an hour and a half to 
bowl in Mechanicsville. Referring 
to the area’s lack of entertainment, 
she said, “If you’re not doing Food 
Lion…you’re not doing any-
thing.” 

Donahue demonstrated his 
attention to detail in pursuit of 
approval by setting up a table 
outside the door of town hall 
where attendees were offered a 
free “Kilmarnock Entertainment 
Center” t-shirt and bottled water 
before the public hearing.

Donahue presented consulting 
studies that showed the benefits 
to communities and surrounding 
businesses in terms of rejuvenat-

ing interest in being downtown. 
He added that he personally visited 
five similar sized towns and talked 
to people living and working near 
a bowling center and received only 
positive feedback. 

“In those places the bowling 
centers came first, then came the 
movie theaters,” Donahue said.

Donahue’s architects displayed 
new site plans showing the build-
ing at the rear end of the lot, leav-
ing a grassy area on North Main 
Street and placing the two-story 
center at an elevation seven feet 
below Main Street. They also pre-
sented renderings of a proposed 
building they said would fit in 
with the look and feel of Kilmar-
nock architecture.

An open floor plan and interior 
glass walls would offer visual con-
trol while a single point of entry 
with a control desk would facili-
tate a safe, family-based environ-
ment, they said.

According to Donahue, bowl-
ing centers have evolved from 
those of past years. In the new 
center customers will be escorted 
to the lanes and will be served by 
wait staff. 

After the public hearing, mem-
bers of council offered their 
individual support of the center 
and then voted 4-0 on rezon-
ing the property and issuing a 
conditional use permit. Council 
member Carmen Kilduff was not 
at the meeting. Councilman Les 
Spivey did not participate in the 
discussion or vote because he is 
employed by Donahue.

stable.
The bridge carries Route 3 

across the Rappahannock River 
between White Stone and Grey’s 
Point. Overweight vehicles 
should use Route 17 and Route 
360 at Tappahannock to bypass 
the bridge.

The Norris Bridge is a steel 
deck-truss bridge. In-depth 
inspections of Virginia’s 11 steel 
deck-truss bridges are being car-
ried out as an extra safety mea-
sure following the collapse of 
the I-35W bridge in Minneapolis 
in early August. Virginia’s steel 
deck-truss bridges are of a simi-
lar, but not exact, construction as 
the I-35W bridge.

Meanwhile, Del. Rob Wittman 
indicated it is now even more 
important that the issue of replac-
ing this bridge be addressed. 

He and Del. Harvey Morgan 
will spearhead an initiative to 
obtain the support of the counties 
and towns in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula to request 
the bridge be placed in the VDOT 
Six-Year Transportation Plan, 
announced Del. Wittman.

They also intend to work with 
the members of the Common-
wealth Transportation Board to 
accomplish this, he said. Addi-
tionally, members of Congress, 
including Rep. Jo Ann Davis, will 
be contacted for support. Con-
gress is considering the addition 
of $1 billion for the federal bridge 
construction allocation to states.

It is critical to get the bridge into 
the six-year plan so planning for 
replacement can begin and so that 
the money for construction can be 
obtained, said Del. Wittman. The 
process for planning, design and 
construction is an extended pro-
cess that must start in earnest now 
to have a new bridge within the 
next 10 years, he said. 

by Audrey Thomasson
K I L M A R N O C K — Te x t 

changes to two existing ordi-
nances passed without public 
comment at Monday night’s town 
council meeting.

Changes to the town’s flood 
plain ordinance brought it 
into compliance with wording 
required by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA). Residents can now 
qualify for flood insurance cov-
erage on their homes.

A subdivision ordinance deal-
ing with streets in town was 
changed to clarify the intent of 
the original code requiring that 
all roads must be built to meet 
standards set by the Department 
of Transportation (VDOT).

“The text amendments haven’t 
changed the ordinances a lot,” 
said town attorney Chris Stamm. 
“They just make them very 
clear.”

Kilmarnock Entertainment Center supporters were easy to spot at the town council meeting 
Monday night. Developer Shawn Donahue supplied them with lime green t-shirts.

Town council approves
entertainment center plans

“I look forward to working 
with Del. Morgan, the Common-
wealth Transportation Board and 
the local governing bodies in the 
Northern Neck and Middle Penin-
sula to assure that we immediately 
address the safety and economic 
issues surrounding the current 
bridge conditions,” said Del. Wit-
tman. “A plan for replacement 
of this bridge is vital to assure 
the future safety of our citizens 
and the economic vitality of the 
region.”

Town clarifies
two ordinances

(continued from page A1)▼ Norris Bridge . . . .

RICHMOND—The Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (VDACS) 
has confirmed a third case of 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis. 

The horse, a two-year-old Stan-
dardbred colt, was from Waverly 
in Sussex County. It developed 
neurologic symptoms September 
1 and was euthanized September 
2. 

Symptoms included depres-
sion, failure to eat or drink, an 
elevated temperature, forelimb 
muscle disorder, circling and 
incoordination. The horse had 
not been vaccinated for EEE. The 
first two cases of EEE this year 
were both in Suffolk

VDACS urges horse owners to 
work with their veterinarians to 
develop a vaccination plan that 
is appropriate for where their 
horses are stabled. Some veteri-
narians recommend that horses 
be vaccinated for encephalitis 
every six months due to disease 
occurrence and mosquito popu-
lations in their area. 

Horse owners traveling to high 
encephalitis incidence areas for 
shows and other events should 
also check with their veterinar-
ians to decide if their immuniza-
tion plan is adequate.

Generally, the disease is trans-
mitted by mosquitoes. Typical 
symptoms include staggering, 
circling, depression, loss of 
appetite and sometimes fever and 
blindness. There is no cure for the 
disease, but generally it can be 
prevented through vaccination. 

Third case of equine encephalitis confirmed
Other prevention methods 

include destroying standing 
water breeding sites for mos-
quitoes, use of insect repellents 

and removing animals from 
mosquito-infested areas during 
peak biting times, usually dusk 
to dawn.


