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by Robert Mason Jr.
K I L M A R N O C K — J u s t i n 

Stewart, 17, of Lively is credited 
with rescuing Thelma Wood of 
Kilmarnock from Boat House 
Cove.

The near-drowning experience 
occurred Saturday, June 30, as 
Wood was fishing crab pots from 
a pier on Boat House Cove. After 
emptying the pot and attempting 
to toss it overboard, she ended up 
in the water.

“I can’t swim,” said Wood. “At 
first, I panicked. I went under and 
was taking in lots of water. I was 
drowning. I said a prayer and my 
head popped up.”

Somehow, she made it to her 
pier, which had been just out of 
arm’s reach, explained Wood. 
She worked her way around the 
pier to a ladder and held on, but 
she couldn’t lift her leg to the first 
rung or pull herself up.

“I was so weak and I may have 
been in shock,” said Wood. “I 
screamed for help, I was afraid 
no one would hear me because it 
was a hot afternoon and everyone 
was inside.”

Meanwhile, Stewart had been 
working in a nearby lawn. He had 
seen her go overboard, but didn’t 
realize she had fallen.

“I heard her scream and ran to 
the pier,” said Stewart. “I pulled 
her out of the water and helped 
her to her house.”

“I saw somebody running real 
fast across the yard and there he 
was pulling me up,” said Wood. 
“He was so kind and compas-
sionate and helped me to my 
house. He wouldn’t leave me 
until I assured him my husband 

Boom and flare
The annual fireworks show launched from The Tides Inn 
waterfront on Wednesday, July 4, was viewed by hundreds 
from Carter’s Creek and adjacent shorelines. (Photo by 
Jacob Jackson)

Community parades are an Independence Day tradition
The Mills family flies its colors in a quaint hometown Independence Day celebration featuring a parade of floats made by 
local families and children. Lewisetta has been rolling on the Fourth of July for nearly 25 years. In that time, the parade has 
grown from a two-block lawn mower and tricycle ride to a trip around the village square with nearly 50 floats, firetrucks, 
bicycles and marchers. Not even Hurricane Isabel, which nearly washed Lewisetta off the map, could put a stop to this 
parade. Folks took a break from dry walling, painting and hauling debris to decorate what was left of their lawn mowers and 
twisted boat trailers for the parade. Local businesses and individuals contribute to the event and paraders and spectators 
gather afterwards for free hot dogs and soft drinks. Proceeds are donated to the Callao Volunteer Rescue Squad. For more 
photos from local Independence Day parades see pages B10 and 11. (Photo by Reid Pierce Armstrong)

Lively youth pulls lady
from Boat House Cove

Justin Stewart

and granddaughter were in the 
house. He made me promise I’d 
call the doctor.”

She has since called the doctor 
and is undergoing tests to help 
determine why she blacked out 
on the pier, said Wood.

“Justin is my saving grace, he 
is my angel,” Wood said. “I’ll 
never forget his face.”

The fact that the teenager was 
doing yard work on a hot Satur-
day afternoon shows what kind 
of individual he is, she added.

A senior at Lancaster High 
School, Stewart is a member 
of Boy Scout Troop 235. He 
acknowledged his scouting back-
ground influenced his quick 
response. He also has CPR train-
ing, he added.

He is the son of Becky and 
Clyde Stewart of Lively and Beth 
Stewart of Weems.

by Joan McBride
BROOKVALE—Local Virginia Department of 

Transportation crews expect a busy summer with a 
variety of projects in Lancaster County.

Two main kinds of road repairs are scheduled, either 
a surface treatment consisting of tar with gravel on 
top or a system of milling off the top 1 ½ inch of the 
road surface and then applying plant mix (asphalt), 
explained Brookvale division head Robert Harper.

Projects planned for the lower half of the county 
involve putting plant mix on Mary Ball Road north 
from the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge to 
High Bank Road, he said.  

Irvington will have new plant mix on Irvington 
Road from Steamboat Road north to the vineyard, 
according to Harper.

VDOT plans a resurfacing with plant mix on the 
south and north sides of Kilmarnock. The southern 
road work will extend from Wiggins Avenue north to 
the Kilmarnock Christmas House and the improve-
ments on the northern part of the town will extend 
north from the Masonic Lodge to School streets.

Harper said the crews will try not to affect the 

flow of traffic.
A total of 16 miles of surface treatment will be 

applied on the county’s secondary roads on 20 differ-
ent routes with the improvements “spread out evenly 
throughout the county,” he said.

Contractors for the road repairs are Paving Con-
tractors of Village for the surface treatment work 
(scheduled to begin immediately) and Lee Hy from 
Richmond for the plant mix jobs.

This fall, plant mix will be used to repair Morat-
tico Road which was damaged earlier by heavy truck 
traffic.

Among other improvements, Irvington has a new 
flashing light on its speed limit sign on Irvington 
Road heading from Kilmarnock. Another flashing 
light is planned for the southern entrance to town 
coming from White Stone.

Harper reported that the speed studies requested 
for Weems Road and Benson Road have not been 
completed.

In addition, county supervisors recently requested 
a speed study for Burnt Wharf Road in the Millen-
beck area off River Road.

by Joan McBride
KILMARNOCK—According to Dave Ogle, 

Virginia Department of Transportation district 
administrator, a Kilmarnock intersection described 
by the county sheriff as having the “most accidents 
of any intersection in the county” is scheduled to 
receive a traffic light in the near future.

Ogle said he learned last week that the light is 
“justified” as determined under 11 criteria used 
by the transportation department, including traffic 
count and the number of accidents.

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett said 
there have been six accidents since January and 
during the last calendar year there were 15 at the 
“busy” intersection of Irvington Road, Harris Road 
and James B. Jones Memorial Highway.   

The light also should entice some truck traffic to 
use the “bypass” route around Kilmarnock instead 
of traveling through the town, he said. A traffic 
signal will minimize the wait to enter the intersec-
tion from the two side streets, he added.

Ogle said his “best guess” is that the signal 
installation would begin mid-fall. “Funds are the 
issue,” he said, noting that the statewide funds for 
traffic lights are released according to the priority 
of the project.

He said some of the next steps in the process 
will be designing the signal light, getting the right-
of-way and assessing complications from under-
ground utilities.  

“I can assure you that we will be doing everything 
we can to get the funds for this signal,” Ogle said.

BURGESS—A local woman 
and her boyfriend were killed 
over the holiday weekend in a 
boating accident on Skaneateles 
Lake in New York. 

Heather D. Wilkins, 26, the 
daughter of Johnanna and Ronnie 
Wilkins of Burgess, was on vaca-
tion with her boyfriend, police 
officer John E. Kelly, 32, of 
Richmond, when their boat was 
broadsided by another vessel.

According to a story that ran 
July 9 in the Post-Standard, the 
accident occurred around 2:40 
a.m. Sunday, July 8. 

Kelly and Wilkins were a short 
distance from a lake home aboard 
a 21-foot Mastercraft when they 
were run over by a 19-foot Sea-
Ray. 

The driver of the Sea-Ray, 
Craig Cordes, 32, allegedly fled 
the scene of the accident without 
helping Kelly and Wilkins. 

One of the passengers on the 
Cordes boat called 911 after the 
party returned home. 

Passengers aboard the boat 
told detectives that they never 
saw Kelly’s boat, but firefighters 
found Kelly’s boat near his dock 
with the lights on and the engine 
off, Sheriff Kevin Walsh of the 
Onondaga Sheriff’s Office told 
reporters. 

By the time help arrived, Kelly 
was dead. Wilkins was flown by 
helicopter to a nearby hospital 
where she later died. 

Witnesses interviewed after 
the accident said Cordes, a law 

student in Arizona, had been 
bar-hopping all night, Sheriff 
Walsh told reporters. 

Everyone in the Cordes boat 
knew that Kelly and his passen-
ger were injured, Walsh told the 
Post-Standard. 

While Cordes didn’t help 
Kelly and Wilkins, he did stop 
to rescue two people who were 
ejected from his boat during 
the crash, the Post-Standard 
reported. 

He was arraigned late Sunday 
and charged on two counts of 
vehicular manslaughter and 
boating while intoxicated. 

But, his arrest didn’t come 
until about 11 hours after the 
accident, the Post Standard 
reported. 

Initially, Cordes’s younger 
brother, Brian Cordes, took 
blame for the accident. Deputies 
were not aware that Craig Cordes 
had even been in the boat. 

Several hours later, when 
deputies received a court order 
to test Brian Cordes’s blood 
alcohol content, a fellow pas-
senger revealed that it had been 
Craig Cordes actually driving 
the boat. 

After contacting the family, 
deputies were told that Craig 
Cordes would surrender later 
with his attorney. 

Hours passed, Walsh told the 
Post-Standard, before Craig 
Cordes turned himself into sher-
iff ’s headquarters. 

Traffic signal for Harris Road
intersection gets a green light

Summer road work ahead

Burgess woman succumbs from
injuries received in boating accident

by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Need cash 

fast? A payday loan company 
would like to make that pos-
sible by setting up shop in the 
future Kilmarnock Marketplace 
in front of the new Wal-Mart. 

Curtis Hopkins and Randy 
Phelps of Advance America 
appeared before the town plan-
ning commission Tuesday 
night with a request that cur-
rent zoning laws be amended to 
include payday lenders. 

Hopkins said the establish-
ment of the new Wal-Mart 
and its ability to draw from a 
bigger trade area justified his 
company’s decision to move 
into the area. The South Caro-
lina-based company has shops 
in Warsaw and Tappahannock 
and a Gloucester store is pres-
ently under construction. With 
143 stores in Virginia and over 
3,000 nationwide, the 10-year-
old company is the nation’s 
largest payday lender.

Advance America issues 
loans of between $100 and 
$500 for a two-week period, 
like an advance on a paycheck. 
The money is available within 
minutes of a request and pay-
ment of a one-time application 
fee of $5. Hopkins said there is 
a charge of $15 per $100 bor-
rowed which is in line with cur-
rent state payday lending laws. 

While customers have the 
advantage of not having to go 
through a credit check or put up 
any collateral other than proof 

Payday lender
seeks foothold
in Kilmarnock
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When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.
Health Insurance for Individuals and
Small Employer Groups (2-14)

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east of
State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of
Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKIG (10/01)

For more information pleae call:
Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd. Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com
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Call 435-1701 

to join the 
Record’s 

Dining Guide

Brass Polishing
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g

583 Slabtown Road • Lancaster, Va. • 462-0002
Thursday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

Locusville  Plantation
�������

“Using Farm Methods of our Heritage”
Tour Our Gardens • Visit Our Store 

Eggs • Vegetables • Herbs • Collectibles • Folk Art

From Lively, take Left on Rt. 201, Left on Rt. 354, 
Left on Slabtown Rd., 1/2 mile on left.

SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

HARRY POTTER (PG13)
1:00, 4:00, 7:00
TRANSFORMERS (PG13)
1:10, 4:10, 7:10
RATATOUILLE (G)
12:00, 2:20, 4:45, 7:20
LIVE FREE DIE HARD (PG13)
1:45, 4:30, 7:15
EVAN ALMIGHTY (PG)
1:25, 3:25, 5:25, 7:25

HARRY POTTER (PG13)
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50
TRANSFORMERS (PG13)
1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00
RATATOUILLE (G)
2:20, 4:45, 7:20, 9:40
LIVE FREE DIE HARD (PG13)
1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45
EVAN ALMIGHTY (PG)
1:25, 3:25, 5:25, 7:25, 9:25

SUN JULY 15FRI-SAT JULY 13-14

MON-THURS JULY 16-19
HARRY POTTER (PG13)
1:00, 4:00, 7:00
TRANSFORMERS (PG13)
1:10, 4:10, 7:10
RATATOUILLE (G)
2:20, 4:45, 7:20

LIVE FREE DIE HARD (PG13)
1:45, 4:30, 7:15
EVAN ALMIGHTY (PG)
1:25, 3:25, 5:25, 7:25
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July
12 Thursday
 Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
 Al-ANON meets at 7 p.m. at 
Riverside Warsaw Medical Arts 
building in Warsaw.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The RFM  Photo Group 
meets at 2 p.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m.  at The Art of 
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
Bingo will be played at the 
American Legion Post on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock. 
Doors open at 6 p.m.
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110.
The Wetlands Board for 
Lancaster County will meet at 
9:30 a.m. at the courthouse in 
Lancaster.
The Irvington Town Council 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the 
town office.
The Interfaith Service 
Council will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
at Wicomico Episcopal Church 
in Wicomico Church.
The Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Club will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Ruritan Center in Lively.
The Board of Supervisors 
for Northumberland County 
will meet at 5 p.m. at the 
courthouse in Heathsville. 
Public hearings begin at 7 
p.m. at the courts building.
A Cancer Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
General Hospital at 3 p.m. 
435-8593.
Connie Lapallo, author of 
Dark Enough To See the 
Stars Under a Jamestown 
Sky will be featured at the 
Northumberland Public Library 
Summer Reading Program at 
10:30 a.m.
The Rappahannock Garden 
Club will meet at noon at 
White Stone United methodist 
Church.
The Rappahannock Amateur 
Radio Association will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Mid-
County Volunteer Rescue 
Squad Building at 7990 
Northumberland Highway near 
Heathsville. James Campbell 
will be the guest speaker.

13 Friday        
Bingo will be played at the 
Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Center in Lively at 5:45 p.m.

13 Friday  
Sweet Justice will rock the 
deck at Smokin’ Joe’s In 
Kilmarnock from 6 to 10 p.m. $5. 
The Second Friday Art Walk 
will be held in Colonial Beach. 
224-8411.
A Yard Sale to support the 
Northumberland County 
Animal Shelter will be held 
during the afternoon at the 
school board office on Route 
360 in Lottsburg.
A Coffee House will be held 
by the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA and The Lancaster 
Players from 7:30 to 11 p.m. at 
The Playhouse in White Stone. 
$15. For tickets, call 435-
0223.

14 Saturday
The Wayne T. Holt Band will 
be featured on The Music By 
The River stage at Belle Isle 
State Park. Bluegrass, country 
and gospel music. 6 to 8 
p.m. Picnics encouraged. $3 
parking fee. 462-5030.
Steve Keith will play The 
Mooring Restaurant at Port 
Kinsale from 6:30 to 10:30 
p.m. 
Made From Scratch will 
perform a bluegrass concert 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Yates 
House Community Arts Center 
on Route 33 in Deltaville. The 
concert is part of the center’s 
Groovin’ at the Gallery series. 
$5. Picnic baskets welcome. 
776-8505.
“Lion King 2” will be the free 
backyard movie on the big 
screen behind Northern Neck 
Solutions at 72 North Main 
Street in Kilmarnock, near the 
Municipal Parking Lot. The 
show starts at dusk. If weather 
is questionable, call 436-9333. 

14 Saturday
The Urbanna Farmers 
Market will be held from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the parking 
lot of the Southside Sentinel 
and lawn of the Marble House 
on Virginia Street. 758-3941. 
The Court Green Farmers 
Market will be held from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the court 
square at Mathews Court 
House. 725-4229.
A Second Saturday event will 
be held at Christ Church from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. featuring an 
ice cream social, where children 
can enjoy tasty ice cream treats 
while playing colonial games, 
making crafts, and doing other 
hands-on activities related to 
colonial history.
The Spirit Of The Mattaponi 
exhibit featuring the work of 
seven Virginia artists opens 
at Studio 9 in Tappahannock. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. 445-1980.
A Yard Sale will be held by 
the Bethel United Methodist 
Men from 7 a.m. to noon at 
their warehouse on Route 201 
South near Lively.
A Yard Sale to support the 
Northumberland County 
Animal Shelter will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
school board office on Route 
360 in Lottsburg.

15 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
holds its lunch brunch at Rivah 
Greens in Callao immediately 
following church services.
A Baked Potato Luncheon 
will be served by the Mission 
Team of Kilmarnock United 
Methodist Church at 12:15 
p.m. in the church fellowship 
hall. There will be a baked 
potato bar with toppings, a 
salad bar with dressings and a 
dessert bar. All donations will 
help defray costs of a trip to 
Hornetown July 29.

15 Sunday
Hi Tied will play at 5 p.m. 
River’s Inn in Gloucester Point. 
642-9945.

16 Monday
The Historyland Community 
Workshop volunteer craft 
group meets at the Lancaster 
Woman’s Club from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Brown bag lunch. 
Guests welcome.
The Three Rivers Chapter of 
the American Red Cross will 
conduct a blood drive from 
noon to 6 p.m. at Kilmarnock 
Baptist Church in Kilmarnock.
A Junior Rangers Program 
for ages 5 to 8 will begin 
at Belle Isle State Park and 
continue through July 18. 9 
a.m. to noon. $5 per day. Pre-
register, 462-5030.
Flotilla 3-10 meets at 7:30 
p.m. at the Callao firehouse. 
472-4387.
The Rappahannock Art 
League meets at 1 p.m. at 
the Studio Gallery at 19 North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock. 
436-9309.
The Town Council for 
Kilmarnock will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the Town Hall.
The Historical Society for 
Lancaster County will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the G.C. Dawson 
administrative office in 
Kilmarnock. 435-6232.
The Northumberland 
Homemakers will meet at 
11 a.m. at St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church in 
Heathsville. 580-8613.
The National Alliance for 
Mental Illness-Tidewater 
Chapter meets at 7 p.m. at 
Urbanna Baptist Church. 435-
3463.
The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the Bank of Lancaster 
northside branch in 
Kilmarnock.
The Lancaster County 
School Board will meet at 
6:30 p.m. at Lancaster Middle 
School in Kilmarnock.
The Northumberland School 
Board will meet at 5:30 p.m. 
at the school board office in 
Lottsburg.

17 Tuesday
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 
Weems. 462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.
A Bridge Discussion Group 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of Lancaster’s 
clubhouse in Lancaster. $5. 
462-0742.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of Lancaster. 
462-0742.

Returning to Belle Isle
The Wayne T. Holt Band from Deltaville will return to the Music 
By The River stage at Belle Isle State Park Saturday, July 14. The 
concert will begin at  6 p.m. The band covers a variety of blue-
grass, country and gospel songs. From left, Randy Carlton plays 
banjo and sings harmony, Joseph G. Edwards plays fiddle and 
guitar and sings harmony, Christy N. Holt plays bass and sings 
harmony, and Wayne T. Holt plays dobro and guitar and sings 
lead. The park’s $3 parking fee is payable at the gate. The con-
cert is free. The park is on the Rappahannock River off Route 
354 in Lancaster County. For directions, call 462-3050.

THE RECORD ONLINE
www.rrecord.com

(continued on page A3)
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Here’s a new trick beginning June
LuNcH 

Thursday, Friday & Saturday
11:30 am-2 pm

tri   k do    c  feC G A

open mon-sat 5 pm to closing

walk-in • reservations suggested
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Located in the Chesapeake 
Commons Shopping Center 
between Cato’s and Curves.

Kilmarnock, VA
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Doors open at 8 p.m.
Dance 8:30 p.m. to midnight

July 7th & 14th

At
 
(behind the Pilot House)

Topping, Va
804.758.2262
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17 Tuesday
A Junior Rangers Program 
for ages 5 to 8 will meet at 
Belle Isle State Park from 9 
a.m. to noon. $5. Register at 
462-5030.
Adams Post 86 of the 
American Legion and the 
legion auxiliary will meet at 
7 p.m. at the post home on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock. 
435-1588.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The Corrottoman Seniors will 
meet at 10 a.m. at the Ruritan 
Club near Lively.
The Economic Development 
Commission for 
Northumberland County will 
meet at the courthouse in 
Heathsville at 7 p.m.
The Kilmarnock Garden 
Club will meet at 1 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock Baptist Church.
The Regular Monthly 
Meeting of the Northern Neck 
Soil & Water Conservation 
District will be held at 4:30 
p.m. at Cobham Park Baptist 
Church in Warsaw.
The Republican Committee 
for Lancaster County will hold 
a meet and greet event with 
Del. Rob Witman and Virginia 
Senate candidate Richard 
Stuart at the Lancaster 
Tavern in Lancaster from 5 
to 7 p.m. Heavy appetizers 
and soft drinks wil be servd. 
$12 per person. RSVP Joan 
Blackstone at 435-6464.
A Grandparents Camp for 
grandparents and elementary 
school-age grandchildren 
will begin at Stratford Hall 
Plantation in Westmoreland 
County. Three days and two 
nights of lodging with meals 
provided. For reservations, call 
Bill Doerken at 493-7700.
A Yard Sale to support the 
Northumberland County 
Animal Shelter will be held 
during the morning at the 
school board office on Route 
360 in Lottsburg.
Capt. John Smith And His 
Boat will be featured at the 
Northumberland Public Library 
Summer Reading Program at 
10:30 a.m.

18 Wednesday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.

18 Wednesday
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meet at 2:30 p.m. at 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock. 438-
5127.
The RFM Quilters meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
A Parkinson’s Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury at 2 
p.m. 435-9553.
Sandwich Bridge will be 
played at the Woman’s Club 
of Lancaster. For reservations, 
call 462-0742.
A Junior Rangers Program 
for ages 5 to 8 will meet at 
Belle Isle State Park from 9 
a.m. to noon. $5. Register at 
462-5030.
The Galen Kipar Project will 
be featured at Cafe Mojo in 
Urbanna The band takes the 
stage at 8:30 p.m.

19 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Photo Group meets 
at 2 p.m. at the Reedviille 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
Al-ANON meets at 7 p.m. at 
Riverside Warsaw Medical Arts 
building in Warsaw.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art of 
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet 
at 2 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Community College in 
Warsaw.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone. 
Men, women and newcomers 
are invited. No reservations 
are needed. 462-7605.

19 Thursday
The Planning Commission 
for Northumberland County 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
courthouse in Heathsville.
Bingo will be played at the 
American Legion Post on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock. 
Doors open at 6 p.m.
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110. 
The Annual Meeting of the 
River Counties Chapter of 
the American Red Cross will 
be held at 4 p.m. at the Red 
Cross YMCA facility at 39 
Harris Avenue in Kilmarnock. 
Refreshments will be served.

19 Thursday
A Variety Show will be 
presented by the Lancaster 
Players and The Playhouse in 
White Stone. 8 p.m. $15. For 
reservations, call 435-3776.
The Virginia Aeronautical 
Historical Society Northern 
Neck-Middle Peninsula 
Chapter will meet at noon at 
the Pilot House Restaurant 
in Topping. The program will 
be on P-40s, Flying Tigers of 
WWII.
The Planning Commission 
for Lancaster County will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the courthouse in 
Lancaster.
(Submit calendar items to  
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

Upcoming

Where’s That Rivah?
Send us a photograph of somebody reading the 
Rivah Visitor’s Guide and win a Rivah shirt if 
we publish it. A winner will be chosen every 

month. We can only accept digital photos. 
Email pictures with a brief explanation of where 

(continued from page A2)
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Fiction or 
Fact

from Bob’s Almanac

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Robert J. Wittman

 Excerpts    by Henry Lane Hull

On March 15, 1984, the first “Excerpts” 
appeared in the Rappahannock Record and 
for each week thereafter I have contributed 

a column, but in comparison to Joyce Fitchett Rus-
sell, I am only beginning to write. Last week, on 
the Fourth of July, Joyce died after a lengthy and 
slow goodbye. She was 81 and had written for the 
Record since she was in high school.

Joyce wrote the column “Window on Wildlife,” 
filled with profound scientific observations and 
explanations as well as pithy, down-home com-
ments and advice. She dearly loved writing it and it 
showed in her product and in her enthusiasm when-
ever she spoke about it.  

She told me that in high school she had taken 
courses which further awakened her inherent 
interest in nature and she wrote an article which 
she brought in to J.E. Currell, who then used the 
term “editor” to describe his role at the paper. 
(Later in his 70-year ownership of the paper, Cur-
rell referred to himself as “publisher,” saying that 
when he stopped writing himself he thought the 
new designation more appropriate.) He liked it and 
it appeared. It gave Joyce such a thrill to see it in 
print that she began contributing regularly, a prac-
tice which lasted for over 60 years.

Joyce’s column was more than a treatise on sci-
ence. She explained her topics in language which 
she hoped would bring others to the level of excite-
ment she experienced from the world of nature 
around her. She viewed any trip she took as a 
research outing from which she could glean new 
information to share with her readers.

Both the trips and the more mundane morn-
ing coffees which she shared with her husband, 
Emerson, came to light with flair and a beauty of 
language which made them delightful to read and 

reread.  Emerson was TMIM, an acronym for The 
Man I Married. He enjoyed being her foil and doing 
some of the legwork which went into her columns, 
i.e, sharing the driving on their jaunts and having 
her bounce ideas off him.

Joyce was a real lady in the truest sense of the 
term. She was always perfect in both her appear-
ance and her demeanor. Any compliment she 
received, and there must have been thousands over 
the 60-odd years that she wrote, she deflected back 
to the person offering it. She was so gracious, so 
appreciative, so genuinely kind in acknowledging 
any good word that came her way.

Over the years I thought of Joyce as being our 
“scientist-in-residence” and whenever I had a ques-
tion, she was my first avenue of resort. In most 
cases, she had an immediate answer, but if not, she 
was thrilled to plow into the subject and come back 
with the results of her research.  

Five years ago when a bald eagle landed in our 
field I called her at once. She briefed me on what to 
observe, warning that the B.E.s should not get too 
close, and described in detail how the eagles were 
making such a wonderful return. If I had called to 
tell her she had won a million-dollar lottery, she 
could not have been happier.  

I do not think Joyce ever knowingly wrote a 
final column, but as her health declined, “Window 
on Wildlife” stopped appearing. Earlier this year, 
Emerson died and now the final window has been 
shut. As with all of us who write these lines, our 
lives become transparent and we constantly are 
surprised by what people remember about us. In 
Joyce’s case, the transparency was a majestic thing 
to behold and I shall miss her always.

Joyce Fitchett Russell,  May 1, 1926 – July 4, 
2007.  R.I.P.

There has been lots of interest 
concerning the Transportation 
Bill that passed during the 2007 
General Assembly. The civil 
fee provisions of the bill have 
garnered much discussion and 
many questions recently. �Only 
those with serious criminal 
road-related convictions or who 
accumulate a massive amount of 
demerit points are subject to the 
fees. Since every driver starts 
with 0 demerits for abuser fee 
purposes on July 1, 2007, those 
who obey the laws or have an 
occasional traffic infraction pay 
zero.

The abuser fees are targeted 
at chronic and dangerous driv-
ers. The Kaine Administration 
estimates that about 2.5 percent 
of Virginians will actually have 
to pay them. Despite that low 
number, the bad drivers are esti-
mated to be responsible for more 
than 25 percent of all congestion 
on Virginia roadways.

There is no such thing as a 
$3,000 traffic ticket because 
of the abuser fee legislation. 
Virginia drivers will not be 
subjected to these fees for 
failure to use a proper turn 
signal, roll through a stop 
sign, or other “minor” offenses 
– unless they’re driving drunk, 
with a suspended license or kill 
someone. One (false) example 
contends going 15 mph over 
the speed limit would net an 

offender a $3,550 ticket. That’s 
not true. Here are the facts:

A 15 mph over ticket is a traf-
fic ticket, not a reckless driving 
offense. It carries -4 points. 
So, the person would need to 
commit an additional similar 
offense to be at -8. Even then, 
the “demerit point-based” fee 
would be $100, not $3,500. But, 
if the person took a safe driving 
course, he/she would get +5 and 
the fee would then be zero.

$2,500 is the maximum fine 
allowed by law for doing 20 mph 
over the posted speed limit (not 
what’s typically meted out) that 
a judge can levy for reckless 
driving under existing law—

something that was not changed 
by the enactment of the biparti-
san Abuser Fee legislation.

The majority of offenses sub-
ject to abuser fees are felonies 
or misdemeanors involving the 
consumption of alcohol or ille-
gal drugs while driving, reckless 
driving, vehicular homicide, and 
driving after being declared an 
habitual offender or driving on a 
revoked license. 

Unless you commit a crime 
on the highway of the level that 
is punishable by jail time, or if 
you rack up a bunch of points 
(the equivalent of four major 
tickets in one year) you will not 
pay anything. In fact, the over-
whelming majority of Virginia’s 
drivers – more than 97 percent 
– will not have to pay higher 
fees.  

There are two ways the 
“abuser fees” can be assessed.

Based on Demerit Points 
– Annual fee assessed for 
having 8 or more demerit points 
against your license. $100 fee 
for 8 points increasing by $75 
with each additional point. This 
penalizes chronically bad drivers 
because it takes multiple driving 
offenses in one year to reach that 
level. 

Based on Traffic Offense 
– Three-year annual fee based 
on seriousness of offense. Only 
applies to certain motor vehicle-
related or driving felonies and 
misdemeanors, such as DUI, 
driving with a suspended license 
(meaning one already has com-
mitted a number of dangerous/
egregious offenses), vehicular 
manslaughter or reckless driv-
ing. Again, the point is to penal-
ize dangerous drivers.

Next week I will address other 
questions including why the 
fees are being assessed only on 
Virginia drivers.

I can be reached at 493-0508, 
or delrwittman@house.state.
va.us.

The Menhaden Fleet
( A reprint from the July 12, 

1907, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen.)

These steamers measure in 
length about 110 to 120 feet, 18 
to 20 feet beam, and 31 operate 
in the lower waters of the Chesa-
peake Bay and Atlantic Coast.

The cold and late spring of this 
year interfered considerably with 
the catch as early as is generally 
the case, but as the weather gets 
warmer, the fish come to the sur-
face of the water. The look-out at 
the masthead or crow’s nest as it 
is familiarly known, is then able 
to sight a school of fish by the 
color of the water and its conse-
quent agitation. The order is then 
given to man the purseboats, with 
about 15 men to each boat, and 
with the large net, the boats drop 
off from the steamer and circle 
the school of fish, after which 
the steamer approaches the net, 
and the fish are dipped out of the 
water into the hold by means of a 
large dip net operated by a steam 
hoister.

The season usually opens about 
May 15 and closes during Novem-
ber, according to the weather. 

Yesteryear in Lancaster
The factories which manufacture 
fertilizer and oil are all located in 
Virginia with the exception of the 
one at Crisfield, Maryland.

Factories engaged in the busi-
ness are Messrs. Bellows and 
Squires, Ocran; the Carter’s 
Creek Fish Guano Company, 
Irvington; the Indian Creek Fer-
tilizer Company, Byrdton; the 
Eubank-Tankard Company; the 
Hinton-Toulson Oil and Guano 
Company; the Haynie-Snow 
Company; the Morris-Fisher 
Co.; Edwards & Reed Company; 
McNeal-Edwards Company; 
L.E.P. Dennis & Son; and Men-
haden Oil and Guano Company.

About 700 men are required 
to man this fleet in season and a 
large number are employed in the 
fish and oil factories which com-
bines to make the industry one 
of the most active in the Chesa-
peake Bay tidewater ports next 
to the oyster industry. A million 
dollars is said to be invested in it 
and hundreds of people enjoy a 
livelihood from its success.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Letters to the Editor

From Charles Williams, 
Reedville

Recently my neighbors 
lost  their home to fire.

It was just after 3 a.m. when I 
was awakened by frantic knock-
ing on my door. My neighbor told 
me that his house was on fire and 
asked if I would I call 911 again. 
I did so immediately and was told 
that the fire department was on 
the way. 

Putting my pants and shirt on 
while running next door, I was 
amazed to find that the fire had 
completely devoured the back 
deck, gone into the kitchen and 
that flames were starting to come 
through the roof. Within minutes, 
Fairfield’s fire department units 
arrived with more on the way 
from Callao, Glebe Point, Kilmar-
nock and White Stone. 

Sheriff’s deputies, the Rescue 
Squad, Red Cross and the Fire 
Department Ladies Auxiliary also 
arrived. 

Most important, there was no 
loss of life or injuries. The house, 
however, could not be saved. There 
was too much heat and flames 
fanned by strong westerly winds. 
It is likely that my house would 
have been consumed if it had not 
been for the quick response of the 
fire departments.

Reflecting on that night it 
occurred to me how fortunate we 
are in the Northern Neck to have 
the all-volunteer rescue units that 
protect our lives and property.

The firemen were made up of 
young men of high-school age 
to veterans who have served for 
many years. They all were orderly, 
organized and highly professional 
as they carried out their mission. 

The Ladies Auxiliary, some-
times overlooked, were there to 
offer comfort and assistance to 
the family and firemen. After the 
fire was out,  a few family photo 
albums were found. Some pictures 
had survived the fire, but many 
had water damage. The ladies 
were wiping off the  photos trying 
to save the few that were left. At 
four in the morning, the volunteer 
spirit was alive and well.

Sometimes we take for granted 
the value and importance of the 
many volunteers that serve our 
communities. When asked to sup-
port our volunteer organizations, I 
encourage everyone to give what 
they can.

Appreciating 
volunteers 

From Nick Ferriter, 
Mollusk

Property rights are a two-way 
street. 

I should have the right to enjoy 
my property as I see fit, as long as 
my activities do not detract from 
your enjoyment of your property. 
For example, should I choose to 
raise a few hogs, I should be able 
to do so provided I have sufficient 
land and my hogs do not have an 
adverse effect on my neighbors. 

If I were to raise hogs on a large 
scale, then the county should 
enforce rules that require that I 
have sufficient land, a plan to pro-
vide water for my hogs and deal 
with the sewage from my hogs, and 
an adequate buffer to guarantee 
that noise and odors do not have an 
adverse effect on my neighbors.

Should noise from hunting on 
your property adversely effect 
my hogs, it would be my prob-

Proper zoning
offers protection

lem because it would indicate that 
I had insufficient land to have an 
adequate buffer to allow my hogs 
to grow in peace.

Similarly, if you decided to 
develop a few houses on your prop-
erty, I should have no complaint as 
long as you have sufficient land 
for your project. If, however, you 
decided to build a large number 
of houses, then the county should 
have rules to protect my property 
rights. These rules should ensure 
that the water and sewage from 
your development are properly 
dealt with, as in the case of the hog 
farm. New housing will require 
services that hogs don’t require, 
such as new roads, and so on. The 
developer should bear the burden 
of providing these services.

Counties in Virginia control the 
use of property by enacting zoning 
ordinances. Well designed zoning 
protects property rights for every-
one. Moreover, it is only through 
such zoning that long-term growth 
can occur without creating the 
patchwork ugliness that is only 
too visible in much of the United 
States. Lancaster County needs 
strong zoning ordinances to pro-
tect our property rights.

From Rob Ransone, 
Wicomico Church

The Irvington July 4 parade was 
a delight, as usual, with lots of par-
ticipation by kids of all ages, many 
of them showing off their gorgeous 
vintage automobiles: muscle cars, 
replicars, vintage Jaguars, includ-
ing a very rare C Type Jag, and 
an equally rare Mercedes 300SL 
Gull Wing. And the Boy Scouts  
proudly carried the American flag 
in review.

Therein lies my disappointment: 
My family and I were the only 
ones  in our area who stood up 
and held our hands over our hearts 
as Old Glory passed by. I looked 
around and virtually everyone 
else was still sitting on their butts. 
What has happened to our sense of 
patriotism, of pride in our country? 
Regardless of the mess one thinks 
the Bush Administration has made 
of everything, we can be ashamed 
of our government and still be 
proud of our country.

I was in grade school during 
World War II, and I still remember 
that every night at 11 p.m. when 
the radio stations signed off for the 
night, they played the Star Spangled 
Banner. We all got out of bed and 
stood at attention, in the dark, with 
our hands over our hearts. No one 
else  saw us, but we knew. Now 
we claim to honor our troops, but 
then sit on our butts as our national 
emblem marches by, the emblem of 
what they are fighting for.

“It is the soldier, not the reporter, 
who has given us the freedom of 
the press. It is the soldier, not the 
poet, who has given us the free-
dom of speech. It is the soldier, not 
the campus organizer, who gives 
us the freedom to demonstrate. It 
is the soldier who salutes the flag, 
who serves beneath the flag, and 
whose coffin is draped by the flag, 
who allows the protester to burn the 
flag.” --Anonymous

I’m ashamed that so many 
ignored the flag and think they 
should be  too.

Honoring 
Old Glory

From George Moore, MD
White Stone

Last Saturday, my visiting 
grandson wanted to see if he 
could catch a few crabs in front 
of my property on Little Bay 
near White Stone. We bought a 
nice crab pot, attached a line and 
buoy, baited it and placed it off-
shore.

The next morning, we found 
only one crab and on the second 
day, the entire crab pot was miss-
ing. We must assume that the crab 
pot was stolen. My grandson was 
most distressed.

The missing pot was placed 
offshore from my property on 
Little Bay. My shoreline is on 
the west bank and marked with 
a flagpole flying a U.S. flag. We 
would appreciate the return of 
our missing crab pot painted 
yellow.

Return crab pot

THE
RECORD
ONLINE

www.rrecord.com

by Robert Mason Jr.
More than 800 music lovers 

converged on Belle Isle State Park 
for a Music By The River concert 
last Saturday.

They came to hear legendary 
Virginia bluesman Steve Bassett 
step outside the box with award-
winning traditional bluegrass 
vocalist Michelle Nixon and her 
band, Drive.

The Rappahannock riverside 
venue was one of the stops on 
their Blowin’ the Dust Off tour of 
Virginia state parks.

Bassett has always been one 
to step outside the box, push the 
envelope, straddle the fence, cross 
the line, exceed his boundaries.

In his 40-plus years as a profes-
sional musician, there hasn’t been 
a box big enough to contain his 
talents. There are no boundaries 
that will hold his “drive.”

He’s one to follow the melody 
wherever it leads him, from blues 
to rythym and blues, gospel, rock 
and roll, jazz and jingles.

Yes, jingles. You’ve proabably 
heard him and didn’t know it. He 
has sung over 100 network radio 
and television commercials.

Legendary talent scout John 
Hammond Sr. “discovered” him in 
1980 and signed him to Columbia 
Records.

That was four years after his col-
laboration with Robbin Thompson 
on “Sweet Virginia Breeze,” the 
unofficial state song of Virginia, 
destined to be the official state 
song some day.

Hearing it performed last Sat-
urday with the twang of the banjo, 
bluegrass style, is the way to go.

Hammond said, “Steve Bassett’s 
musical style is a synthesis of 
America’s root music; blues, 
rythym and blues, gospel, and rock 
and roll. Not only does Steve have 
a true feeling for the blues, he is 
a master of the gospel idiom, and 
in this combination of talents he is 
just about unique in music. He is 
a singer’s singer and he communi-
cates with his audience in a soulful 
front porch manner that crosses 
markets and generations and leaves 
his listener feeling like he has sung 
to them alone.”

Coupled with Nixon, selected 
the 2006 Female Vocalist of the 
Year in the Traditional category by 
the Society for the Preservation of 
Bluegrass Music of America, and 
some of the best young pickers 
in the business, Bassett proved 
bluegrass should be the official 
state music.

While promoting the state 
parks, Bassett’s current tour also 
promotes his recent CD, Blowin’ 
the Dust Off, which features music 
played on insturments from the 
Civil War-era. 

When he’s not on the camp-
ground circuit, Bassett’s busy with 
his band, The Mystic Soul Bubbas,  
performing solo as a featured 
entertainer or persuing some other 
creative new project, out of the 
box.
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From Thelma Wood,
Kilmarnock

Saturday, June 30, started off as 
a routine day. I was checking a crab 
pot at the end of the dock as I had 
done dozens of times but some-
thing went terribly wrong. I lost my 
balance and fell headfirst into the 
creek.

For a swimmer, it would have 
just been an embarrassing inconve-
nience, but for me, a non-swimmer, 
it was a life-threatening nightmare.

Under water, I didn’t know if 
I was facing up or down and had 
already swallowed a lot of it. Some-
how I managed to surface and reach 
the ladder but I had no strength to 
pull myself up out of the water. 
Clinging to it, I yelled for help, but 
realized none of the neighbors were 
outside or near enough to hear.

A couple of houses from mine, 
Justin Stewart, 17, was cutting a 
neighbor’s grass. Hearing my cries, 
he reacted quickly and ran to help 
me. Using his strength and calm 
presence, he managed to pull me 
up the ladder and onto the dock and 
helped me walk to the house.

Out of concern, he would not 
leave until he knew my family was 
home and I promised to go to the 
doctor.

With medical treatment, I am 
now fine. It was an experience I 
would like to forget. But what I 
hope I will always remember is that 
heroes come in all kinds of pack-
ages, and mine was a hard working, 
quiet young man who wasn’t afraid 
to help.

I hope that all who know Justin 
will let him know how very special 
he is.

Justin Stewart 
is a hero

Letters to the Editor

From Ned Crockett,
Irvington

The old adage “don’t try to fix 
something that isn’t broken” has 
never been more true than the 
upcoming election for Sheriff of 
Lancaster County.

It is human nature, I suppose, 
that the worst in some people is 
brought out when they become 
involved in politics. No doubt 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett’s oppo-
nent in the election, who I do not 
know, is a well-meaning retired 
public servant who served Lan-
caster County well.

However, Lancaster County 
needs a sheriff who is a proven 
dedicated leader, not a well-
meaning follower. Sheriff Crock-
ett is that proven leader who has 
dedicated years of outstanding 
service to the safety and well-
being of the residents of Lan-
caster County.

My suggestion to his oppo-
nent is that he exercise great care 
not to get caught up in baseless 
political rhetoric and, above all, 
exercise patience. There will be 
another opportunity in four years, 
but that opportunity for him will 
be significantly weakened if he 
chooses this year to run a cam-
paign filled with half-truths and 
contrived “mud.”

It is an undisputed fact that 
Lancaster County is a safe place 
to live because of the leadership 
of Sheriff Crockett and the dedi-
cation of members of his depart-
ment. The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Department is not 
“broken.”

Sheriff’s 
department 
is not broken

From Michael Morchower,
Irvington

Soldier dissent is emerging 
within our military ranks from 
young Army officers in Iraq who 
are asking serious questions. One 
frequent question is: did the army 
adjust to the demands of guerilla 
warfare too slowly and was the 
push for strategy change too late?

A blistering analysis of the Army 
brass was published last month in 
the Armed Forces Journal, a non-
government publication. It was 
suggested in the article “A Failure 
in Generalship” by Col. Paul Yin-
gling that Army generals did not 
prepare for and did not understand 
the enemy in Iraq. Unfortunately, 
dissent in the Army is not encour-
aged and putting criticism in print 
usually jeopardizes one’s career. 
Hopefully, Col. Yingling will not 
face consequences.

It appears that growing criticism 
within the military crosses gen-
erational lines, with young officers 
pitted against conservative gen-
erals who are still  on active duty 
or retired. There is an emerging 
military belief that it is virtually 
impossible to defeat insurgen-
cies in a place like Iraq absent an 
overwhelming number of troops 
estimated in the hundreds of thou-
sands. When you consider each 
additional soldier costs $120,000 
a year, it would take a staggering 
expenditure to meet this massive 
obligation.

It gets back to what I have been 
saying all along; the Administra-
tion didn’t do its homework and 
underestimated the enemy. It is 
obvious that too many generals are 
“yes men” to the politicians.

Our troops are now exhausted 

Speaking out and frustrated by four long years of 
war. Young army officers are losing 
faith in the generals and political 
leadership in Washington. Sadly, 
there is little or no accountability 
for generals who didn’t prepare 
adequately for guerilla fighting 
before the invasion and were too 
slow in making adjustments until 
recently.

The U.S. has invested enor-
mous sums of money in the armed 
forces and positive results should 
be demanded. I’m not against our 
soldiers but I do object to medi-
ocrity at the leadership level. Our 
generals have gotten too cozy with 
the Administration which obvi-
ously controls the purse strings and 
promotions. Some of our generals 
are wearing so many medals that 
it’s difficult to see the color of the 
uniform.

Though my only military experi-
ence was gained as a cadet at New 
York Military Academy I, never-
theless, have obvious questions 
about strategy in Iraq. Reading 
Fiasco, a history of the Iraq war by 
Thomas E. Ricks, will underscore 
what I’m saying. Why? Because 
our soldiers have spent the past 
four years training, fighting and 
dying with no end in sight to all 
the death and maiming.

Like young army officers who 
are emerging as innovators seek-
ing change from the old ways of 
fighting a guerilla war, a group 
of young high school Presidential 
Scholars recently slipped President 
George Bush a hand written letter 
pleading with him not to let Amer-
ica become known for torture and 
urging him to stick to the Geneva 
Conventions in regard to terror 
detainees.

It’s called speaking out for what’s 
good for the country.

by Audrey Thomasson 
The important thing to consider 

when striving for a green lawn in 
the summer is to live in the outflow 
of a wastewater treatment plant, or 
to cultivate weeds, not grass.

Every spring I work hard to 
rid my lawn of weeds, and every 
summer I come to the same gar-
dening revelation: Weeds will 
flourish long after the world has 
come to an end.

There is an upside to grass: 
The summer sun will pretty much 
scorch the daylights out of it so it 
requires less mowing whereas a 
yard full of weeds practically needs 
a weekly bush hogging. 

Sure, people are pointing at my 
lawn and whispering “dead.” Being 
from California, I prefer to call it 
“golden.” Besides, I find sprinkling 
contributes more to the humidity 
than to greening the grass.

I treat my flowerbeds to over-
priced, chemical-laden water from 
the community well, but only to 
keep them alive. Plants hate it but 
what else can I do?

I tried being a super-eco-gar-
dener by capturing rain but found 
that managing a rain barrel takes 
tremendous strength, agility, skill, 
cunning and strategy. 

For example, in my neighbor-
hood thunderstorms only strike 

between 2 and 4 a.m. I think it’s 
a rule. After a clap of thunder jars 
me awake, I jump up and trip over 
the freaked-out dogs trying to claw 
their way onto my bed. I give them 
a boost up before running outside 
through pelting rain to uncap the 
barrel. It’s not a real barrel, just a 
recycled garbage can that I placed 
at the end of a rain gutter. (Have 
you seen the price of rain barrels?) 
Then I towel off, change into dry 
P.J.’s and try to eek out a sliver of 
the bed.

The next day, it’s a race against 
swarms of mosquitoes to cap the 
rain barrel only to discover it fell 
over in the storm. This is where 
strength and agility come into play 
because now the garbage can has a 
huge dent in the side and the lid no 
longer fits. Kicking doesn’t help.

While my flowers barely hang 
on from a constant hosing of salty 
water, I have a plethora of vibrant 
weeds in full bloom. 

If you have not figured out by 
now that I am not a real gardener, 
this is what distinguishes pretend-
ers like me: I am confused by 
weeds that flower. Is it something 

I planted last year? Because most 
of the hundreds of dollars in flow-
ers that I plant each year disappear 
off the face of the earth while this 
other stuff seems to be popping up 
everywhere.

Do I zap them with weed killer 
or put them in an arrangement for 
a sick friend? It’s a tough call. 

I ask a gardening master how 
to recognize a weed from a real 
plant.

“A weed is anything that grows 
where you don’t want it,” the 
master says.

Thanks for the tip. You’ll get my 
next arrangement. 

This is when I discover the 
second most important fact in gar-
dening: Nothing grows better than 
when it’s growing in the wrong 
place. Ever notice how well grass 
grows in the flower beds? Or in a 
gravel driveway? It will even grow 
through a crack in hot asphalt. But 
in a well-fertilized lawn, weeds 
will choke out grass every time.

So how do the pros get golf 
courses to look so perfect? And 
what’s the secret to eliminating 
brown patches (those dogs)? 

The answer came to me quite by 
accident in the paint section of a 
hardware store. Get cans of green 
spray paint. And don’t forget the 
knee pads.

Weeds and the accidental gardener
For the

record

by Michael W. Thompson
The annual “Virginia Economic 

Forecast” published by the Thomas 
Jefferson Institute for Public Policy 
points to a slowing economy 
nationally as well as in Virginia. 
This follows a pretty robust eco-
nomic expansion over the past few 
years which could not be main-
tained. No recession is forecast, 
just slower growth.

This annual economic forecast 
is researched and written by the 
state’s most respected group of 
economic analysts at Chmura Eco-
nomics and Analytics. Past reports 
have been very accurate over the 
eight years that this forecast has 
been published.

The report is available on line at 
www.thomasjeffersoninst.org and 
has been mailed to 2,000 business 
leaders, political leaders and key 
reporters and editorial writers.

The cooling of the housing 
industry is the main cause for the 
slowing economy and will remain 
so over the next year. The biggest 
question mark on the horizon 
other than increased hostilities in 
the Mideast is the volatility of oil 
prices. If the Iraq war does not 
worsen and the price of the oil 
remains about $60 a barrel then 
the national and state economies 
will remain moving forward, just 
at a slower clip than in the past few 
years.

The implications on public 
policy are quite apparent. The 
growth of state and local govern-
ments must slow down as the 
economy slows. Projected state 
income is already $300 million 
less than expected a year ago. 
Indeed, had our elected officials 
not increased the state budget by 
$700 million earlier this year, there 
would be no budget “shortfall” 
right now. But, as in the past, every 
penny that comes in or is expected 
to come in is obligated. As long as 
this is the budgeting process, then 
the taxpayers sit in danger of a 

growing government taking more 
and more of our income to finance 
programs that could be done more 
efficiently and some that might not 
be priorities.

Until government growth in 
“economic good times” is slowed 
by statute, we will find ourselves 
faced with budget “crunches” 
every time the economy slows a 
bit. Government spending needs to 
be shackled.

Our state government has grown 
very quickly over the past few 
years, much faster than the rate of 
inflation and population. When this 
happens, the base cost of govern-
ment increases too rapidly and 
when the economy slows we face 
the need to cut government spend-
ing or raise taxes. These would 
not be the alternatives if spending 
on government programs had not 
grown so rapidly in recent years.

This year’s “Virginia Economic 
Survey” clearly shows that in 
Virginia skilled jobs are needed 
more than ever and that non-skilled 
workers are losing out financially 
in the modern economy.

Indeed, Chmura Economics and 
Analytics has developed a nifty 
data base program that shows what 
jobs are available in a certain com-
munity, what jobs have been lost in 
the community, and what job skills 
are associated with both. Then this 
data base program projects what 
jobs are going to be available in 
that community and what skills are 
needed.

This program then analyzes 
whether current job skills can 
be easily transferred to the new 
jobs that are available. This can 
be a huge asset to the businesses 
coming into an area, to the various 
economic development folks in the 
region, and to those workers want-
ing to re-train for their next step 
up the ladder of economic success. 
This program, called JobsEQ, can 
be a hugh asset and it is sitting at 
Chmura Economics and Analytics 

in Richmond right now.
Virginia has been blessed with 

one of the best economies in the 
nation. Our state is ranked at the 
top for its business climate, its 
efficiency in government and its 
educational system. Yet these cur-
rent ratings were hard fought and 
we must work to keep our state in 
the top tier.

It is easy to spend money, espe-
cially when it is someone else’s. 
Government spends our money, 
creates programs that need finan-
cial feeding and when the economy 
slows, government needs to find 
itself “short” of needed money for 
projected spending that has been 
approved in the budget. This would 
not be the case if restrictions on the 
speed of government growth were 
instituted so that long-term stability 
was secured.

The forecast for the next year 
shows that we will have a growing 
economy, albeit more slowly. This 
is important to know for business 
and for government. This report 
shows the details by region and, as 
in the past, it can be an important 
element in economic decision 
making.

As we enter a slowing economy, 
it is an ideal time for our state and 
local governments to review its 
programs, establish measurements, 
prioritize spending, and create a 
transparent system for analysis so 
that taxpayers and our elected offi-
cials can better understand where 
and how our money is spent.

This forecast can be used to 
guide business decisions in the 
private sector over the next year 
and, at the same time, encourage 
government leaders to bring more 
effective business practices to the 
way our tax financed programs are 
run and analyzed. We’ll see what 
happens.

(Michael W. Thompson is chair-
man and president of the Thomas 
Jefferson Institute for Public 
Policy.)

Economic slowdown highlights need for government reform

Watch
your
bottom
line
grow ...

Call 435-1701

On July 27, the University of 
Virginia Center for Politics will 
host the Commonwealth’s top 
elected officials, political analysts, 
historians and former members of 
Virginia state government to dis-
cuss the campaigns, politics and 
governance of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia over the past 10 years 
at the center’s 10th annual confer-
ence of the Virginia Political His-
tory Project. “A Decade of Political 
Change,” will be held at the Jeffer-
son Hotel on West Franklin Street 
in Richmond. The conference also 
serves as the kick-off event of the 
Center for Politics’ 10-year anni-
versary celebration.

In a continuing effort to preserve 
the rich oral history of modern 
Virginia politics, the conference 

will feature remarks and panel dis-
cussions by individuals who have 
observed and/or influenced Vir-
ginia politics and government.

The event will include open-
ing remarks by Center for Politics 
Director Larry J. Sabato. Three 
panel discussions will focus on 
political events and issues that have 
shaped the Commonwealth since 
the founding of the center. Panelists 
will include past and present mem-
bers of the General Assembly and 
governors’ administrations, Vir-
ginia academics, political experts 
and strategists, and members of the 
media.

All events July 27 are free. Reg-
istration is required by July 23.

Register at www.centerforpoli-
tics.org.

Summer conference to focus 
on ‘A Decade of Political Change’
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■ Red cross to meet
The annual meeting of the 

River Counties American Red 
Cross will be held at 4 p.m.July 
19 at the Red Cross/YMCA 
facility at 39 Harris Avenue in 
Kilmarnock. 

The public is urged to attend 
for a short business meeting 
followed by refreshments and 
a chance to meet the board of 
directors.

■ Seafood festival
Only a few tickets remain for 

the annual Kilmarnock-Irving-
ton-White Stone Rotary Club’s 
Bay Seafood Festival September 
7 at Belle Isle State Park. Tickets 
are $50. Call 1-800-777-9717, 
or visit www.kiwsrotary.org.

The menu will include clam 
chowder, steamed shrimp, fried 
oysters, soft shell crabs, scal-
lops, fish, salad, barbecue, cole 
slaw, hush puppies, French fires, 
sweet potato fires, corn-on-the-
cob, ice cream, alcoholic bever-
ages and soft drinks. Casper will 
perform.

■ Meditation
Millions of people around the 

world will pray for justice and 
peace on Tuesday, July 17. An 
open meditation is planned from 
7:11 to 8:11 a.m. in Kilmarnock 
at the Bay Center for Spiri-
tual Development at 31 Noblett 
Drive. The doors will open at 7 
a.m. Coffee and sweet rolls will 
be served afterwards to allow for 
more sharing.

An open meditation is planned 
from 7:11 to 8:11 a.m. in Glouces-
ter at the Ware Neck Center for 
Healing and Massage Therapy 
at 7824 Ware Neck Road. The 
doors open at 7 a.m.

■ Plantation penmanship
Shirley Plantation from 11 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. July 14, will offer les-
sons in the lost art of penmanship 
with a quill pen and ink well at 
Shirley’s colonial summer school 
in one of the original 18th-cen-
tury outbuildings. Write with a 
slate and slate pencil as Robert E. 
Lee did when he attended school 
at his grandfather’s plantation.

Shirley Plantation is on Route 
5, 10 miles east of Richmond and 
35 miles west of Williamsburg. 
Call for directions at 1-800-232-
1613.

■ Music By The River
Upcoming concerts in the 2007 

Music By The River series at 
Belle Isle State Park feature The 
Wayne T. Holt Band at 6 p.m. 
July 14. The free concert will 
be held at the park’s William L. 
Humphreys Picnic Shelter. Fami-
lies are urged to bring a picnic. A 
$3 parking fee will apply.

■ Yard sale
The Bethel-Emmanuel United 

Methodist Men will hold a yard 
sale Saturday, July 14, from 7 
a.m. to noon on Route 201 south 
of Lively.

Appliances, boats, electronics, 
household items, sporting goods, 
tools, linens, books, pictures, 
frames and baked goods will be 
available for purchase.

■ Chicken dinner
The Bethel United Methodist 

Church Women in Lively will 
host a chicken dinner July 21 
with seatings at 5 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m. in the fellowship hall. 

Advance tickets are $12 for 
adults and $6 for children and 
are available at the church office, 
or by calling 462-0447 or 462-
0520. No tickets will be sold at 
the door.

■ Gallery walk
Lauranett Lee will lead a gal-

lery walk at the Virginia His-
torical Society at 428 North 
Boulevard in Richmond July 25. 
The walk, “Looking Back: The 
Jamestown Negro Exhibit of 
1907” will explore the origins, 
architecture, contents and conse-
quences of the “Negro Building” 
at the Jamestown Tercenten-
nel. For directions or admission 
information, call 358-4901, or 
visit www.vahistorical.org.

■ NAACP
Future and past issues affecting 

county school children will be on 
the agenda when the Lancaster 
County NAACP meets July 16 at 
7 p.m. at the Bank of Lancaster 
northside branch in Kilmarnock.

■ Annual meeting
The annual meeting of the 

Northumberland Historical 
Society in Heathsville will be 
held July 28 at 10:30 a.m. To 
reserve a lunch, call 580-8581 
or 529-6886 by July 24. 

Meeting speakers will include  
Dr. James Kelly of the Virginia 
Historical Society on early 
North American settlements 
and attorney David Schiller on 
the law in the 1600s in Nor-
thumberland.

■ Show time
The Lancaster Players will 

present a dramatic and musical 
review at the playhouse in White 
Stone at 8 p.m. July 19, 20, and 
21 and a matinee performance on 
July 22 at 2 p.m.

Admission to the final dress 
rehearsal July 19 is $15. Admis-
sion is $20 for all other per-
formances. Reservations are 
required. Call 435-0088. Doors 
open one hour prior to perfor-
mances for payment of admis-
sion, seating, and a social hour. 
Cash bar available.

■ Blacksmithing
Costumed interpreter Paul 

Fritz will demonstrate the art of 
blacksmithing with a handmade 
forge and bellows July 21 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Shirley Plan-
tation.

The plantation is on Rolute 5, 
10 miiles east of Richmond and 
35 miles west of Williamsburg. 
For directions, call 1-800-232-
1613.

■ Washington lecture
The Virginia Historical Soci-

ety at 428 North Boulevard in 
Richmond will host a lecture by 
Dr. John Ferling at noon July 19. 
Dr. Ferling will present “General 
George Washington: Fortunate 
to have had him, lucky to have 
survived him.” For directions or 
admission information, call 358-
4901, or visit www.vahistorical.
org.

■ Blood drives
Two upcoming American 

Red Cross blood drives were 
announced recently. The Three 
Rivers Chapter will conduct a 
blood drive Monday, July 16, from 
noon to 6 p.m. at Kilmarnock 
Baptist Church in Kilmarnock.

The Northumberland County 
Chapter will conduct a blood 
drive August 7 at St. Stephen’s 
Church in Heathsville from 12:30 
to 6:30 p.m.

From left, granddaughters and grandsons are (front row) Ruth 
Dillingham, Alphonso Barrack, Rubinette Dunaway and Ida 
Giese Gooding; (next row,) Tim Giese, Robert Gill, Glen Brom-
ley and Leah Cockrell.

Gill family reunion held
A reunion of the descendants of William Thomas Gill and Laura 
Annie Marsh was held June 24 at Lebanon Baptist Church.  A 
celebration of family members ages 90 or older was the theme. 
From left, the 90s crowd includes Ruth Marsh Dillingham, 
Alphonso Barrack, Rubinette Dunaway, Ida Giese Gooding and 
Carrington Cockrell. 

Lillian B. (Mike) Rothery, 
91, of White Stone, with her 
gracious Southern hospitality 
entertained friends and family 
over the 4th of July from all over 
the United States and Mexico. 
Her son, Chip, and wife, Karen, 
arrived from Perry, Ga., with 
their Air Stream trailer, after 
attending the 75th anniver-
sary Wally Byram Rally. Mike 
Rothery, her nephew who was 
named for her, flew in from 
Orlando, Fla. Her oldest grand-
daughter, Shelly, and husband, 
Jody, flew in from Puerto Val-
larta, where they live aboard 
their sailboat, EROS. Veterinar-
ian Kathy Huntsman of Fred-
ericksburg, and her boyfriend, 
Jack Guibalato, of San Diego, 
Calif., also attended the cheese-
burger barbecue feast and Tide’s 
Inn fireworks display.

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Braatz 
returned to their home at Indian 
Creek on Friday after a two-
week trip to Baltic countries. 
Highlights of their trip included 
a visit with his family in Copen-
hagen, Denmark, and a tour of 
the Hermitage Museum in St. 
Petersburg, Russia.

Mrs. Wallace Carter and 
daughter, Ms. Lindy Grigsby, 
were in Newport News on 
Sunday for the second birthday 
of Holly Pannell, daughter of 
Tim and Jenny Pannell, grand-
daughter of Ms. Grigsby and 
great-granddaughter of Mrs. 
Carter.

Doug Somervell and chil-
dren, Lenora and Jesse, of 
Brasstown, N.C., and Alan 
Somervell and children, Conor 
and Ellen, of Oregon, left on 
Tuesday after spending a week 
with their mother, Ms. Maxine 
Somervell.

Guests several days last week 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Dize were 
her mother and sister, Mrs. 
Audrey Barber and Mrs. Geor-
gia Harrington, both of Smith-
field.

Betty and Larry Taylor have 
just returned from two weeks 
in Boonsboro, Md., at the Par-
rish home while their daughter, 
Janice, and family vacationed in 
Alaska. While in Maryland they 
also enjoyed a visit with daugh-
ter, Barbara, and husband, Clar-
ence Horst, at their residence in 
Jefferson, Md.

Glen and Brenda Burtner 
have returned home after a 
wonderful 12-day land tour and 
cruise of Alaska.

Guests of Mr. and Mrs. John-
son C. Moss at their home, 
Cedardale, in Irvington for 
the holiday were Dr. and Mrs. 
Michael Mistretta and sons, 
Joey and Dominis, of Rich-
mond and Mr. and Mrs. Ken-
neth Moss and family, Emilie, 
Collin, Adrienne and Sean of 
Charlottesville.

Mrs. Elliott Hutchings has 
returned from a visit with her 

son, Tim Robinson, in Las 
Vegas.

Mrs. May Ferguson and 
daughter, Mrs. Carol Acuff, 
have returned to their home 
in Marion, Ark., after visiting 
Mrs. Ferguson’s sister, Mrs. 
Sue Abrams, and her family in 
Kilmarnock for a week.

Guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Warren Sellew for the holiday 
were their children, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mark Sellew and daugh-
ters, Jenna, Amanda and Lindy, 
of Williamsburg and Mr. and 
Mrs. Brian Siemering and 
daughters, Elsie and Nichole, 
of Hickory, N.C.

Bill Conner of Montpelier 
was a recent weekend guest of 
his mother-in-law, Mrs. Anna 
Jo Sanders.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Swift of 
Indian Creek had as their recent 
guests her sister, Mrs. Judy 
Lombardi of Alameda, Calif., 
and her grandson, Brandon 
Landau, of Fairhope, Ala.

Mrs. Tom Spafford of Kent 
Point and her sister, Ms. Betty 
Brown of Fairfax, returned on 
Sunday after attending the wed-
ding of a niece, Miss Mela-
nie Powell, and Jesse Perry in 
Denver, Colorado.

Area Events

Local News
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The marriage of Miss Kristin 
Michelle Allen, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Garland Lee Winstead 
of Weems and Mr. Stephen D. 
Allen of White Stone, to Aaron 
James Lemuel Ashburn, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan T. Brown of 
White Stone and Mr. and Mrs. 
Lemuel R. Ashburn of Weems, 
took place on May 26, 2007, 
on the beach at the home of the 
groom’s parents. The Rev. M.P. 
White officiated.

The bride, escorted by her 
stepfather, is the granddaughter 
of Pearl R. Kyzer and the late 
Howard L. Kyzer Sr. and Mr. 
and Mrs. Ashby Allen Sr., all of 
White Stone. The groom is the 
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Dunaway of Kilmarnock.

Stephanie Joy Mussaie, 
sister of the bride, was matron 
of honor. Samantha Michelle 
Brown was maid of honor and 
Catherine Lane Winstead, sister 
of the bride, and Kasey Ash-
burn, sister of the groom, were 
bridesmaids.

Devin T. Brown, brother of 
the groom, was the best man. 
Groomsmen were William 
Joseph Mussaie, brother-in-law 
of the groom, Joseph A. Scott 
and Paul D. Vest.

Sue Lane Conrad, aunt of the 
bride, was mistress of ceremo-
nies. Music was provided by 
Gregory E. Conrad, cousin of 
the bride.

The rehearsal dinner was 
given by the groom’s parents at 
the Sandpiper Restaurant. The 
reception was held at Piankatank 
River Golf Course in Hartfield.

A bridal shower was given in 
honor of the couple by Stepha-
nie Joy Mussaie and Sue Lane 
Conrad at the Conrad home. 
The bride was entertained by the 
Medical Staff of Rappahannock 
General Hospital at the Buenos 
Nachos Restaurant in Kilmar-
nock.

The couple honeymooned 
at the Moon Palace Resort in 
Cancun, Mexico. They live in 
White Stone.

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron James Lemuel Ashburn

Ashburn-Allen wedding held

The marriage of Caroline 
Stuart Nickel, daughter of Mar-
garet Barlow Nickel of Irving-
ton and David Lewis Nickel, 
to Robert Jackson Allen, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gary 
Allen of Champlain, was held 
June 9, 2007, at Grace Episco-
pal Church in Kilmarnock with 
the Rev. David H. May officiat-
ing.

The bride is the granddaugh-
ter of Philip Lionel Barlow of 
Toowoomba, Queensland, Aus-
tralia, and the late Mrs. Barlow, 
and the late Mr. and Mrs. Gray-
son Lewis Nickel, formerly of 
Irvington.

The groom is the grandson 
of Mrs. Robert Kenneth Allen 
of Champlain and the late Mr. 
Allen, and Mrs. Arthur Jackson 
Andrews of Roxburg and the 
late Mr. Andrews.

The matron of honor was 
Margaret Nickel, mother of the 
bride. The bridesmaids were 
Katherine Fairfax Allen, sister 
of the groom, Jessica LeAnn 
Arnest, Kathleen Horsley Dew, 
Mary Montague Emery, Eliza-
beth Virginia Parkins, Ruth 

Cady Terry and Anne Cary 
Worthington.

The groom’s best man was 
his father, Robert Gary Allen. 
The groomsmen were Henry 
Arthur Lewis Nickel, brother of 
the bride, Christopher Andrew 
Bopp, Craig Robert Lavender, 
David Michael Manoni, Joseph 
Raymond McKnew, Alexander 
Ross Smith and John Bracket 
Vaughan IV.

Hayden Smith and Carthen 
Smith were the junior atten-
dants. Readers were Carey 
Boughton Williams and Sara 
Allen Pirtle. Guests were 
greeted by Gibson Lee Hill and 
Tara Pirtle Garner.

The bride graduated from 
St. Margaret’s School in Tap-
pahannock and attends Virginia 
Commonwealth University. She 
is employed by the Designer’s 
Market of Richmond. 

The groom received a bache-
lor’s from the University of Vir-
ginia and a law degree from the 
University of Richmond Law 
School. He practices law with 
Strother Law Offices PLC in 
Richmond.

The marriage of Gentry 
Elaine VanLandingham, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Jett 
VanLandingham Jr. of Otto-
man, to Jason Conley Kenner, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James M. 
Kenner III of Lively, took place 
March 18, 2007, in the Alad-
din Chapel in Las Vegas, Nev. 
Pastor Tony Chester officiated 
at the double-ring ceremony.

The bride is the granddaugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Stanley Lewis of Senora and 
Eunice VanLandingham of 
Warsaw and the late Carroll 
J. VanLandingham Sr. The 
groom is the grandson of Vir-
ginia Brown Conley and  the 
late Vernon Leslie Conley of 
Lancaster and the late Mr. and 
Mrs. James M. Kenner Jr., for-
merly of Sunnybank.

The bride was escorted by her 
father and given in marriage by 
her parents and brothers, Brad 
and Chad VanLandingham. 
She wore a traditional wedding 
gown of white chiffon with 
pleated bust, empire waist and 
a back tie. The elbow-length 
pleated veil fell from a jew-
eled tiara. She carried a long-
stemmed white rose bouquet.

Family members attending 
the wedding were the bride’s 
parents, the groom’s parents, 
and the groom’s brother and 
sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Richard Kenner of Avon, 
N.C.

A reception dinner was held 
the evening of the ceremony 
at The Stratosphere Top of 
the World Restaurant in Las 
Vegas.

A wedding shower was 
hosted by friends and family at 
Corrottoman Baptist Church on 
May 26. A wedding luncheon 
shower was hosted by Jean 
Haywood of Lively and Faye 
Lewis of Lancaster at Lebanon 
Baptist Church on June 9. Mrs. 

Tinsley James of White Stone 
hosted a wedding luncheon 
shower at Indian Creek Yacht 
and Country Club on June 10.

After honeymooning at the 
Grand Canyon in Arizona and in 
Las Vegas, the couple returned 
to their home in Lively. Jason 
Kenner is employed by Cowart 
Seafood in Lottsburg, work-
ing with aquaculture. Gentry 
Kenner is employed as a reg-
istered nurse with Rappah-
annock General Hospital in 
Kilmarnock.

A wedding reception was 
hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Carroll 
J. VanLandingham Jr. and Mr. 
and Mrs. James M. Kenner III 
June 23 at the Upper Lancaster 
Fireman’s Pavilion in Lively.

Allen-Nickel wedding held

Mrs. Robert Jackson Allen

Kenner-VanLandingham marry
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Conley Kenner

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Bruce 
Muller of Raleigh, N.C., 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Susan Christine 
Muller, to Marchant Scott Chase, 
both of Raleigh. He is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Carroll 
Chase II of Kilmarnock. 

Miss Muller is a graduate 
of Needham Broughton High 
School of Raleigh and Wofford 
College of Spartanburg, S.C. The 
prospective groom is a graduate 
of Woodberry Forest School and 
Wofford College.

The wedding is planned for 
January 12, 2008, at St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church in Raleigh. 

Susan Christine Muller

Muller-Chase

Engagements

Celebrate life: editor@rrecord.com
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ReArrangements
Room makeovers.

Your things.
Your space.

Irvington Office
Post Office Box 733

Irvington, Virginia 22480

Richmond Office
505 North Boulevard

Number 13
Richmond, Virginia 23220

Cell 804.436.3169
ANN CARPENTER
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ONE, TWO AND THREE BEDROOMS
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CRUISES
 

CRAB DINNER CRUISES ON FRIDAYS
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DINING

DINNERS AT OUR CHEF’S TABLE ON SATURDAYS
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Archaeobotonist Justine 
Woodard McKnight will address 
the Kilmarnock Garden Club 
Tuesday, July 17, at Kilmarnock 
Baptist Church at 1 p.m. 

Archaeobotonists study the 
relationships of people and plants 
by examining remains at archae-
ological sites.  McKnight will 
describe  how archaeobotonists 
do their work and the results 
of recent research at  Werowo-
comoco in Gloucester County. 
McKnight provides analytical 
and research services to archae-
ologists, historians and environ-
mental consultants.

The theme for members’ exhibits 
for the artistic design segment of the 
meeting will be “Energy in Motion 
with an Oriental Influence.”  

The monthly horticultural 
exhibits are to be staged in clear, 
colorless glass bottles without 
designs and with size appropri-
ate to specimen.  The categories 
are zinnia, lily, marigold, rose, 

Justine Woodard McKnight

Archaeobotonist to visit
Kilmarnock Garden Club

annual, perennial, herbs, collec-
tion of five, and vegetables, dis-
played three on a white plate. 

Guests and new members are 
welcome. For membership infor-
mation, call Jane Denton at 435-
6877.

At the 20th Master Gardener 
College held recently at Virginia 
Tech, four Northern Neck Master 
Gardeners were recognized for 
their 5,500 hours of volunteer 
service.

While the 80-member North-
ern Neck Master Gardener Unit 
has accumulated over 6,000 
volunteer hours in the past year, 
these individuals were honored 
for their individual achievements 
in the milestones of volunteer 
contributions. 

 Margie Beane was recognized 
for 250 volunteer hours; Janet 
Vaughan, 500 volunteer hours; 
coordinator Pat Rogers 2,000 
volunteer hours; and Anne Olsen, 
3,000 volunteer hours.

Olsen is the first member of the 
group to achieve the 3,000-hour 
milestone. Six other members 
attended the event and 11 other 
individuals, unable to be pres-
ent, were also eligible for service 
awards.

Some 250 Master Gardeners 
from across the state attended 
the annual gathering, offering 
participants an opportunity to 
learn from faculty and other hor-

From left, Northern Neck representatives at the 2007 Master 
Gardener College include Anne Olsen, Linda McConahey, Janet 
Vaughan, Jinny Estell, Sue Ferret, Jacky Ferriter and Nancy 
Thomas. Pat Rogers, Margie Beane and Sue Lindsey also par-
ticipated.

Master Gardeners
receive service awards

ticultural professionals the latest 
in research developments in the 
field, and to hone their skills in a 
variety of specialized areas.

The Northern Neck contingent 
attended classes on topics rang-
ing from riparian buffer manage-
ment to identification of fungal 
conditions in trees and shrubs.

On August 11, the Northern 
Neck Master Gardeners and Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension will 
host a lawn care seminar: Beau-
tiful Lawn, Healthy Bay. Olsen 
will speak on alternative ground 
covers, suggesting strategies for 
areas where grass will not, or 
should not, grow.

 Matt Lewis, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Extension 
agent at the Lancaster/Northum-
berland Office, will address a 
number of issues, including 
selection of grass type, sowing 
and mowing, and control of 
weeds and insects in the lawn.

The program will be held at the 
Transportation Museum Build-
ing, Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett Tavern 
in Heathsville from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon. To register, call  580-5694, 
or visit www.nnmg.org

On July 28, history buffs may 
encounter aspects of the 17th 
century in North America and in 
Northumberland County at the 
Northumberland County Histori-
cal Society’s annual meeting. All 
those interested in history are 
invited to hear Dr. James Kelly 
on European settlements and 
David Schiller on early law in 
Northumberland. 

The meeting will begin with 
a brief business session at 10:30 
a.m., followed by Dr. Kelly of 
the Virginia Historical Society. 
He is responsible for the exhibit, 
“Jamestown, Québec, Santa Fe.” 
With slides of artifacts from the 
exhibit, he will examine these 
three, virtually concurrent, 
settlements in North America 
by England, France, and Spain 
respectively. His fresh interpre-
tation, looking at each of the 
settlements in the context of the 
others will illuminate Jamestown 
as “a small part of a much larger 
story.” 

After a break for lunch from 
The Tavern, the afternoon pro-
gram will feature Schiller, an 
attorney with the Department of 
Justice and a longtime history 
buff, who will examine criminal 
jurisprudence in Northumber-
land County from about 1650 to 
about 1700. The early colonists 
established a court system based 

on the courts and common law 
of England. Adaptations were 
necessary to that common law as 
the settlers faced conditions of 
bringing law to the wilderness. 
Punishment was swift, uneven 
and frequently severe, as settlers 
might be fined for missing church 
or pilloried for perjury, and often 
unfair as punishment varied with 
the culprit’s station in life. 

The program will be held at 
the Ball Memorial Library and 
Museum on Back Street. The 
meeting is open to all. The only 
charge is for the lunch, if desired. 
Reservations for lunch should be 
made by July 24.

Historical Society to return
to 1600s in Northumberland

Dr. James Kelly

Christ Church will host an ice 
cream social Saturday, July 14, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The free event is part of the 
church’s “Second Saturday” pro-
gram. On the second Saturdays of 
June, July, and August, children 
and their families are invited to 
visit the historic site for colonial 
games and crafts, church tours 
and museum exhibitions, and 
other fun-filled activities.

Besides feasting on ice cream 

treats, this Saturday children will 
be able to play colonial games 
such as the hoop and stick, the 
ball and cup, and nine pins. They 
also can learn how to make whirl-
igigs, a toy popular with children 
in colonial Virginia, as well as 
their own ball and cup toys.

Other activities will include 
a museum artifact hunt, writ-
ing with quill pens, dressing in 
colonial clothing, and excavating 
“shoebox” archaeological sites. 

Ice cream social planned

The Corrottoman Seniors will 
meet Tuesday, July 17, at 10 
a.m. at the Ruritan Club near 
Lively. The guest speaker will be 
Ellen Yackel, executive director 
of The Haven.

Hostesses bringing desserts 
for July are Helen Cover, Francis 
Hayden, Margaret Ransone and 
Vickie Kirby. Mrytle Catlett will 
give devotions. Folks may bring a 
bagged lunch; beverages will be 
provided. Bingo will be played 
so bring a bingo envelope.

Upcoming trips include a 
motorcoach trip to “Christmas in 
Nashville” November 25 through 
30. Several garden-view rooms 
at the Opryland Hotel have been 
reserved for our senior group.

The trip will include a cruise 
on the General Jackson, a tour of 
Nashville, admission to Fantasy 
on Ice, a show at the Grand Ole 
Opry and a Radio City Music Hall 
show. There will be a  Christmas 
party,  featuring Pam Tillis, that 
will include a traditional holiday 
dinner.  Many other meals are 
included in the package. Bag-
gage handling, gratuties, and 
other amenities are included. The 
cut-off date to reserve a spot is 
mid-September. 

Deposits are due for Tunica, 
Miss.

Call Hazel Ford at 462-7895 
for trip informaton  and Fannie 
Clingan for general information 
at 435-1713. 

Corrottoman Seniors 
to play Bingo July 17

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!

SUBSCRIBE
to the Record Online at www.rrecord.com

Complete coverage at your fingertips.
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We’ll come to you with
custom design and products
to fit your style and budget.
From concept to completion,
we do it all!
Call for your complimentary
consultation - you’ll love us!

“It’s So You!”“It’s So You!”

Elaine Moore
804.580.3939

September 4x3 Elaine Moore bw
Thursday, August 10, 2006 4:50:30 PM

Join us on
�������������������

for a Celebration of  One Year in Business! 

Located in the Historic Lancaster Village
 across from Lancaster High School

8872 Mary Ball Road (Rt. 3, West of  Kilmarnock)

 Monday – Friday 7am to 6pm, Saturday 9am to 2pm

��������������

�������������������
• ���� Drip Coffee and Cake

•����� Samples of  our
Specialty REAL
Fruit Smoothies
and Tasty Baked Goods

• Viewing of  Coffee Industry 
      History Videos

������������
��������������

����������
Prizes:
1st - $50
2nd - $25 
3rd - $15

Come by and enter the 
drawing for a chance to win!

����������������������������������������������������
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Alex - Charlotte - Holly -  John - Therese

The River Counties Chapter 
of the American Red Cross will 
hold a  blood drive at Kilmarnock 
Baptist Church Monday, July 16, 
from noon to 6 p.m.

Sally Clark and Mary Stewart 
of the chapter thank the donors 
and volunteers for their years of 
support and will show donors the 
award received by the chapter on 
their behalf.

The chapter will honor George 
Wiley, one of its longest standing 
volunteers, who also will be cel-
ebrating his birthday. Wiley has 
been either giving blood or help-
ing organize blood drives since 
1994 and was also chairman 
of disaster relief. He is much 
involved in both areas.

Blood drive donors also may 
enter a raffle for a 2007 Jeep 
Patriot. The drawing will be 
October 12.

A common reason people give 
for not donating blood is that 
they have low levels of iron in 
their blood. However, iron levels 
can change every day based on 
the foods one eats, according to 
Julie Dudley of the River Coun-
ties Chapter.

Those with low iron can 
improve their chances of being 
eligible to donate by eating iron-

rich foods, she said. This will 
help them make a blood dona-
tion and improve their overall 
nutrition. Iron-rich foods include 
meat, fish, poultry, broccoli, 
beans and raisins. 

Donors also should drink 
plenty of water, no coffee or 
tea, and get a good night’s sleep, 
added Dudley. 

Every two seconds, someone 
needs blood in the United States, 
she said.

The Animal Welfare League 
(AWL) of Kilmarnock will 
reprise its “Purrrrfect Compan-
ion” cat photo contest to help 
raise funds.

The contest will have three 
categories: the most relaxed 
cat, the most athletic cat, and 
the most humorous cat.

Each photo must include 
the cat’s name, the category, 
the owner’s name, address and 
phone number. The fee is $3 per 
submission.

Photos can be picked up at 
the AWL Thrift Shop at 44 
Irvington Road in Kilmarnock 
at the conclusion of voting. No 
framed photos or photos larger 
than five-by-seven inches will 
be accepted.

Checks can be written to 
“AWL.”

Photos must be brought to the 
thrift shop, or mailed to AWL, 
P.O. Box 163, Merry Point, VA 
22513. The deadline is July 27.

Photos will be displayed in 
the thrift shop from July 23 to 
August 4. Customers can vote 
for their favorite in each cat-
egory. Store hours are 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Sat-
urday.

Winners will be announced 
August 6. Prizes will be awarded 
in each category.

For details, call the shop at 
435-0822, or Barb Dietz at 462-
5073.

The descendants of William 
Dandridge and Noami Bush 
Cockrell will gather for the 
23rd annual family reunion at 
the Ruritan Recreation Center 
near Lively July 21 at 10 a.m.

Lunch will be served at noon 
followed by a short meeting 
where each family member 
in attendance will be recog-
nized on the family tree. As 
always, special recognition 
will be given to the youngest 
family member in attendance. 
Games will be provided for the 
children and a small fee will 
be charged for the use of the 
pool.

A special presentation from 
the Civil War Era will be given 
by Ed Cockrell.

The third annual Urbanna 
Buyboat Homecoming will be 
held August 3 and 4.

Boats are scheduled to arrive 
between 2 and 3 p.m. on August 
3. Boats and their captains will 
be available all day August 4.

Buyboast scheduled to 
attend include East Hamp-
ton of Poquoson, Ellen Marie 
of Mathews, Muriel Eileen 
of Georgetown, Md., Nellie 
Crockett of Georgetown, Md., 
P.E. Pruitt of Rock Hall, Md., 
Propwash (formerly Agnes 
Sterling) of Woodbridge and 
Thomas J of Rolf ’s Wharf, 
Md.

To participate, call Bill Hight 
at 758-5300.

The Northern Neck Family 
YMCA and The Lancaster Play-
ers will co-sponsor a Coffee 
House showcasing vocal and 
musical talent Friday, July 13, 
from 7:30 to 11 p.m. at The 
Playhouse in White Stone.

This is the fifth Coffee House 
in which scheduled perfor-
mances by groups such as The 
Strugglers and Evening Song 
will be combined with Mark 
Favazza and Celeste Gates. In 
true Coffee House tradition, 
the mike will be open from 

Spot loves to assist her friend 
Barbara Dietz with drawing.

Cat snapshot 
contest returns

Blood drive to be held
July 16 in Kilmarnock

George Wiley

Coffee House to 
showcase local talent

10 to 11 p.m. to anyone who 
would like to perform.

Tickets are $15. Admission 
includes the performances, des-
sert, coffee and non-alcoholic 
beverages. A cash bar also will 
be available. Tickets may be 
purchased at the YMCA; call 
435-0223.

Proceeds will benefit the 
YMCA Guardian Program, 
a scholarship fund which 
enables the YMCA to never 
turn anyone away due to an 
inability to pay.

Buyboat 
homecoming 
August 3-4

Cockrell 
descendants 
plan 23rd 
reunion

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com

THE RECORD

SPORTS ONLINE
www.rrecord.com
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PLUS, DON’T MISS OTHER 
GREAT SAVINGS STOREWIDE!

SAVE UP TO

70%
WHEN YOU TAKE 30% OFF
ALL RED DOT ITEMS & USE 
YOUR SHOPPING PASS!

Total savings off original prices. 
Interim markdowns may have been taken. 

REDDOT SALE

Not valid on cosmetics, fragrances, formalwear rental, gift cards or previous purchases. 
Cannot be combined with other coupons or private savings offers. 

YOUR 2-DAY SHOPPING PASS IS VALID FRIDAY & SATURDAY, JULY 13 & 14

EXTRA 15% OFF
ALL YOUR REGULAR PRICE, SALE & RED DOT PURCHASES
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The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club continues to prepare for 
its CAPINNE 2007 Dinner Auc-
tion July 21 at the Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club.

The event will begin at 5 p.m. 
with a silent auction and cock-
tails, and will be followed by 
dinner at 7 p.m. and an auction 
at 8 p.m. Grayson Smith will be 
the auctioneer.

Among the many items avail-
able for purchase will be a vaca-
tion package including seven 
days in Costa Rica at the Casa 
Vista Azul Hotel on a hillside 
overlooking Coco Beach Bay.  
This dream vacation destination 
was donated by Bonnie Gwalth-
mey. 

Also in the lineup is a 10” 

Mikasa Crystal Bowl entitled 
“Chesapeake Memories.”  This 
is a second edition Mikasa and 
is engraved with Chesapeake 
lighthouse images.  “Chesa-
peake Memories” was donated 
by Bay Etching & Imprinting 
Inc.

Adventure Travel LTD has 
donated a seven-day New Year’s 
cruise in the Caribbean aboard 
the Holland America’s fabulous 
MS Zuiderdam.  The trip begins 
in Ft. Lauderdale and sails to 
St. Thomas, San Juan and the 
Turks and Caicos Islands.  Port 
charges, taxes and government 
fees are included in the pack-
age.

Among other items, a Suzuki 
4 horse power, 4-stroke out-

board motor has been donated by 
Chesapeake Boat Basin. A Gen-
eral Electric 4.3-cubic-foot wine 
cellar with a 29-bottle capacity , 
five slide-out shelves, clear glass 
door and interior light has been 
donated by Noblett Appliances.

The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club sincerely appreciates the 
generosity of local businesses 
and their ongoing support of the 
CAPINNE Dinner Auction.  It 
is because of the generosity of 
local businesses that the North-
ern Neck Rotary has been able 
to return over $400,000 to the 
less fortunate among us.

To attend the CAPINNE 2007 
Dinner Auction at Indian Creek 
on July 21, call 435-4169, or 
email lmorris@banklanc.com. 

On July 14, Studio 9 in Tap-
pahannock will host “The 
Spirit of the Mattaponi,” a fine 
art gala that brings together 
seven Virginia artists and a new 
display of paintings inspired 
by the spirit of the Mattaponi 
River. A reception will be held 
from 6 to 10 p.m. There is a 
suggested donation of $5 per 
person. 

The event benefits the Alli-
ance to Save the Mattaponi, a 
grassroots organization work-
ing in partnership with The 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
The Sierra Club and the South-
ern Environmental Law Center 
to protect the Mattaponi River 
from the proposed King Wil-
liam Reservoir. Funds gener-
ated through art sales, a silent 
auction and a raffle will be 
used to pay for legal fees asso-
ciated with an upcoming fed-
eral court case. 

Additionally, those present 
will have the opportunity to 
learn more about how Virginia 

CAPINNE event adds auction items

Arts gala to support legal fund

The Rappahannock River 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
and the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) continue to map Phrag-
mites along the Rappahannock 
River and its tributaries. 

The project incorporates a 
small helicopter, trained observ-
ers and a geographic positioning 
system to map areas as small as 
an eighth of an acre. 

Mapping will begin in the 
Leedstown area and continue 
towards Fredericksburg, then 
back along the southern shore 
to Tappahannock. The work will 
then move along both shores of 
the Rappahannock to its entrance 
into the Chesapeake Bay. 

“We’re hoping to complete the 
project this year,” said refuge 
manager Joe McCauley. “Once 
we have all the stands mapped, 
we can develop a more strategic 
approach to control this problem 
plant.”

Phragmites is a tall, peren-
nial grass that, in its non-native 
form, dominates other plants and 
forms a monoculture, reducing 
plant diversity and altering wild-
life habitat. Herbicides used for 
control must be approved by the 
EPA for use in wetlands. With the 
cooperation and support of land-
owners, refuge and DCR staff, 
and volunteers from the Rap-
pahannock Phragmites Action 
Committee, hundreds of acres of 
Phragmites have been controlled 
along the Rappahannock.

To map Phragmites, the heli-
copter must fly low to the ground 
and sometimes circle the patch to 
obtain an accurate location. Cau-
tion is taken not to disturb veg-
etation or wildlife any more than 
is necessary. 

The project will continue 
throughout the summer and fall, 
as long as the Phragmites can be 
easily spotted from the air. Once 
a report is complete, the partners 
will work together to develop an 
outreach strategy to make land-
owners aware of the problem.

“We plan to make Rappahan-
nock River Phragmites location 
data available to the general 
public,” said project manager 
Rick Myers. “DCR now has a 
web-based Phragmites Mapping 
Application that provides land-
owners a means to assess Phrag-
mites invasions on their  land in 
order to make plans for its con-
trol.” 

residents can send a message to 
legislation about the regional 
demand for responsible water 
management. 

Participating artists include 
Joseph Burroughs, Anne Care-
atti, Sydney Hall, Nathan 
Pope, Jane Woodworth, David 
Williams and Ellen Worthy 
Stokes. There will be spe-

cial appearances from guests 
Janette and Mike Evans of the 
Mattaponi Winery and author 
Karen Tootelian, whose new 
book, The Chief & I, inspired 
this event. 

For directions, visit www.
worthstudio9.com, or call 445-
1980.

Phragmites 
mapping 
continues

Agriculture Secretary Mike 
Johanns recently announced the 
award of more than $415,000 in 
grants for Weather Radio Trans-
mitters to extend the coverage of 
the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration Weather 
Radio All Hazards (NWR) early 
warning system to seven rural 
communities, including two in 
Virginia.

“With the tragedy of the torna-
does hitting towns in Arkansas, 
Missouri, Alabama and Georgia 
recently, we have heard national 
broadcasters saying everyone 
should have a NOAA Weather 
Radio,” Johanns said. “These 
seven grants to rural communities 
who do not have coverage from 
NOAA Weather Radio Transmit-
ters will help save lives.”

“All rural areas of Virginia 
should have the same advanced 
warning system that more urban 
areas provide and now the citi-
zens of Halifax and Wythe 
County can rest a little easier that 
their severe warning systems are 
in place,” said Ellen M. Davis, 
state director for Rural Develop-
ment in Virginia.

The NWR is a nationwide net-
work of radio stations broadcast-
ing 24 hours a day from National 
Weather Service offices to alert 
people of approaching dangerous 
weather and other emergencies, 
including natural, environmental 
and public safety alerts. Thou-
sands of people die or lose prop-
erty annually because they did 
not know soon enough about haz-
ards, disasters or emergencies.

The NWR covers all major 
metropolitan areas and many 
smaller cities and towns. The 
Weather Radio Transmitter grant 
program helps provide coverage 
to those rural areas that do not 
have NWR coverage or are oorly 
covered.

The grants awarded today are 
funded using residual funds from 
grant projects that were com-
pleted under budget. Today’s 
award brings to 91 the total 
number of grants awarded to 
electric and telecommunications 
cooperatives, non-profit groups 
and state and local governments 
covering 100 sites in 26 states 
and Puerto Rico.

USDA awards 
weather radio 
transmitter grants

Rappahannock Record
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^ 7/17^

High 2:08 1.7’
Low 8:44 0.0’
High 2:31 1.5’
Low 8:53 0.1’

^ 7/18^

High 2:50 1.6’
Low 9:24 0.1’
High 3:15 1.5’
Low 9:40 0.2’

^ 7/19^

High 3:31 1.5’
Low 10:02 0.1’
High 3:58 1.5’
Low 10:27 0.2’

^ 7/20^

High 4:11 1.4’
Low 10:41 0.2’
High 4:42 1.5’
Low 11:16 0.3’

^ 7/17^

Sunrise 5:57
Moonrise 9:07
Sunset 8:26
Moonset 10:30

^ 7/18^

Sunrise 5:58
Moonrise 10:09
Sunset 8:25
Moonset 10:52

^ 7/19^

Sunrise 5:59
Moonrise 11:08
Sunset 8:25
Moonset 11:14

^ 7/20^

Sunrise 6:00
Moonrise 12:07
Sunset 8:24
Moonset 11:35

Tue 7/17

�
Wed 7/18

�
Thu 7/19

�
Fri 7/20

�

^ 7/13^

Low 5:42 0.0’
High 11:18 1.4’
Low 5:32 0.0’
High 11:48 1.8’

^ 7/14^

Low 6:32 0.0’
High 12:10 1.4’
Low 6:26 0.0’

^ 7/15^

High 12:38 1.8’
Low 7:19 0.0’
High 1:00 1.5’
Low 7:17 0.0’

^ 7/16^

High 1:25 1.7’
Low 8:03 0.0’
High 1:46 1.5’
Low 8:05 0.0’

^ 7/13^

Moonrise 4:33
Sunrise 5:54
Moonset 8:17
Sunset 8:28

^ 7/14^

Moonrise 5:42
Sunrise 5:55
Sunset 8:28
Moonset 9:01

^ 7/15^

Sunrise 5:56
Moonrise 6:53
Sunset 8:27
Moonset 9:36

^ 7/16^

Sunrise 5:57
Moonrise 8:02
Sunset 8:27
Moonset 10:05

��������������� ������� �

Fri 7/13

�
Sat 7/14

New - 8:04 �
Sun 7/15

�
Mon 7/16

�
PM times are in boldface type.

Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© BenETech 2007 (misc@benetech.net)

��������������������������������������������������������

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

1686 Waverly Ave. Kilmarnock, VA

Visit us at: www.chesapeakeboatbasin.com
Toll Free 877-482-4287- Local 804-435-3110
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Sports

The Town of Kilmarnock 
honored the Lancaster High 
School varsity baseball team 
last Friday night with a brief 
ceremony during the July 
Steptoe’s Walkabout. 

Sandra Lee belted out a 
medley of patriotic tunes 
while the Lancaster High 
School Air Force JR ROTC 
presented the colors. 

In honor of the team making 
it to the state semi-finals this 
year, Mayor Curtis Smith 
gave the youth league $2,500 
out of his discretionary fund. 

The town also honored 
coach Welby Saunders and his 
assistant with embroidered 
shirts. 

In turn, the team gave the 
mayor a baseball bat signed 
by all the players and the 

A large crowd gathered at the First Friday Walkabout in Kilmarnock last week to see the 
baseball team honored by the town. (Photos by Reid Pierce Armstrong)

The Lancaster High School varsity baseball team made it to 
the state semi-finals this year. Many of their key players are 
set to return next year giving the team a chance for another 
run at the state finals.

Sandra Lee weaves together 
popular patriotic tunes to 
kick off the ceremony.

Town recognizes 
LHS varsity
baseball team’s 
achievements

Kilmarnock Museum received 
a similarly inscribed baseball. 

Town manager Lee Hood 
Capps introduced Lancaster’s 
new school superintendent, 
Dr. Susan Sciabbarrasi, who 
offered a few words of encour-
agement to the team. 

With many players return-
ing next year, Capps urged 
the team to have another good 
season.

“If you think this is a lot of 
money, wait until you bring 
home the championship,” he 
said. 

In William and Mary Summer 
Turf league action, Team White 
Stone last Friday tied Offinthe 
Woods, 4-4.

Jacob Jackson opened the 
scoring off an assist from Jody 
Young to give White Stone an 
early lead, 1-0.

Hunter Edwards added to the 
lead when he chipped the keeper 
on a breakaway off a ball played 
foreward by Matt Schaefer. A 

few minutes later, Cody Crabill 
slid a shot past the keeper to give 
White Stone a 3-0 lead at half-
time.

The second half presented a 
completely different story as 
Offinthe Woods scored four 
unanswered goals for a 4-3 lead. 
With only minutes remaining, 
Crabill earned and scored a pen-
alty kick to tie the match at 4-4.

White Stone now has a record 

of 1-1-1.
The Thursday, July 5, match 

was postponed due to storms 
and has not yet been resched-
uled.

White Stone will play Grafton 
Friday, July 13, at 9:40 p.m. and 
the Carebears Saturday, July 14, 
at 9:40 p.m. Both matches will 
be played at the William and 
Mary soccer complex on Iron-
bond Road in Williamsburg.

Team White Stone battles
Offinthe Woods to 4-4 tie

The Mathews Major Girls All-
Stars took advantage of some 
poor field conditions to overcome 
a deficit and eliminate Lancaster 
from the District 15 tournament 
last Thursday. 

Lancaster’s All-Stars were up 
4-1 in the top of the fifth when 
the skies opened up and host 
Mathews rallied for nine runs 
and a 10-7 win to knock Lan-
caster out of the double elimi-
nation tournament. Lancaster 
played the field in heavy rain to 
give up the runs. 

Lancaster had downed West-
moreland, 13-3, last Tuesday and 
ended the tournament with a 2-2 
record. 

Casey Clarke fanned seven 
batters in five innings for Lan-
caster in the Mathews game 
before Brooke Hudnall came in 
on relief. Hudnall closed with 
four strikeouts. 

At the plate, Nicole Crowther 
had one hit, drew two walks and 
scored three times to lead Lan-
caster. Alexis Hayden had a hit 
and a walk to score twice, Clarke 
walked twice and had a run scored 
and Amber Cutting walked once 
to score. Cassie Haydon, Brianna 
Noel and Ammoni Roane each 
drew a walk. 

“It was pouring rain,” said Lan-
caster manager Christie Caudle. 
“We were having a hard time 

pitching and fielding the ball.”
Lancaster had no trouble with 

defense last Tuesday in a slaugh-
ter-rule rout of Westmoreland in  
four innings. 

Crowther retired eight batters 
as the winning pitcher. 

Clarke led the hot bats for 
Lancaster, going 2-for-3 with a 
triple and double to score twice. 
Crowther was perfect at the 
plate, batting 3-for-3 with three 
doubles, and Taylor Hinson was 
2-for-2 with two doubles and a 
walk. Hayden was 2-for-3 with a 
double. 

Chelsea Montgomery and 
Brooke Hudnall both went 1-for-
2 with a double and a walk each.

Mathews eliminates Lancaster, 10-7,
in Major Girls All-Stars tournament

The Lancaster County Little 
League Junior Boys All-Stars 
won their first two games in the 
District 15 tournament, and fell 
in their third.

Lancaster defeated Nor-
thumberland, 5-4, and shut out 
Caroline, 4-0. The undefeated 
Richmond County team beat 
Lancaster, 5-1.

According to coach Ronald 
Hudson, Lancaster had superb 

pitching and an excellent defense 
to back up the pitching. In both 
wins, Lancaster also had timely 
hits, he said.

“Up and down the lineup, each 
player has contributed some-
thing special to the team and it 
has paid off with a 2-1 record,” 
said Hudson.

Against Northumberland, 
Colie Haydon went 2 for 3 with 
a triple.

Against Caroline, Chris 
Weber went 2 for 3 with a two 
RBI double in the fourth inning 
and the Lancaster bats came 
alive.

Lancaster had a tough time 
cracking the Richmond pitch-
ing staff.

Lancaster faced Middlesex 
Tuesday and the championship 
game was played Wednesday. 
Both games were in Caroline. 

From left, members of the Lancaster County Little League Junior Boys All-Stars are (first row) Tiko 
Henderson, Zach Saunders, Sammy Somers, Timmy Dawson, Clay Hinson and Colie Haydon; 
(nex row) coach Ronald Hudson, Deante Jones, Ty Laws, Ryan Hudson, Alex Williams, Joel Hud-
nall, Chris Weber and Mark Saunders.

Lancaster’s Junior Boys All-Stars
advance in District 15 tournament

Water temperatures, now in the 
mid 70s, continue to inch upward. 
Fishing is also improving as a 
greater number of species hit the 
local waters.

Bluefish, which have been 
slowly increasing in numbers, are 
now available with more consis-
tency. Blues up to 4 pounds are 
feeding in chum lines between 
the Northern Neck reef and Buoy 
62.

In Maryland waters, the S.W. 
Middle Grounds have been pro-
viding a good haul as well. I 
have had great success using a 
long-shank hook with 20-pound-
test mono leaders. There will be 
a few cutoffs, yet that combina-
tion entices more bites than the 
traditional steel leaders. I suggest 
chumming lightly as overfeeding 
will shut them down quickly.

In Maryland waters, the best 
results can be found on the S.W. 
Middle Grounds where similar 
size bluefish are available. Both 
locations lend themselves well to 
bottom fishing while chumming. 
Large croakers are frequently 
caught with cut bait beneath the 
chum.

Trolling for bluefish is scattered 
throughout. Locations yielding 
good action by mid-week are: just 
east of Buoy 62 during the morn-
ing and evening hours, Windmill 
Point bar up to Dividing Creek, 
Buoy 68 and the flats surrounding 
the Hannibal target ship off Smith 
Island and in the lower Potomac 
River from Buoy 7 to the mouth. 
Clark and Drone spoons are both 
working well when trolled behind 
a planer. Some anglers opt for 
the old style 4- to 8-ounce inline 

The Fishing Line
by Capt. Billy Pipkin

Bay fishing experience
That’s no trophy catch, but it might as well have been consider-
ing the expression on their faces. From left are Jackson Bark-
strom, Adam Barkstrom and Walker Barkstrom. The boys were 
fishing recently with their dad on the Chesapeake Bay. The 
Barkstroms have a river house on Whays Creek Road in Nor-
thumberland County.

sinkers.
Rockfish action continues to 

be good along the channel edge 
below Buoy 72 this week. Catches 
are at their best with a small 
group of boats. Sizes are averag-
ing between 16 and 20 inches on 
the channel edge. Because much 
culling is necessary, many anglers 
have opted not to target those fish 
at this time.

Bottom fishing has been pick-
ing up this week. The edges of the 
shipping channel from the lower 
Cut Channel up to the state line 
has produced a mixed offering of 
croaker and a few flounder and 
trout. Evening fishing continues 
to offer the best results both off-
shore and inshore.

Bloodworms, squid, and soft 
crab are all producing results. 
Your choice of bait will reflect 
how fat a wallet you have. I have 
found good results using cut men-
haden as part of my bottom fish-
ing smorgasbord.

Flounder fishing is going well 
in the lower bay, Buoy 42 and Cell 
areas, and near the Tangier Light. 
Long strips of squid tipped with 
large bull minnows have been 
popular offerings as have long 
strips of filleted spot or flounder 
belly. Drifting and slow trolling 
have both provided landings in 
those areas. The new 18.5-inch 
minimum size has resulted in a 
large reduction of flatties on the 
dinner table this year.

“Your headiest success as an 
angler begins when you start 
caring more about fishing than the 
fish.”—Arnold Gingrich.

Until next time....Fair winds.
(Capt. Billy Pipkin owns and 

operates Ingram Bay Marina 
and Capt. Billy’s Charters in 
Wicomico Church, 580-7292. 
Captbill@crosslink.net, www.
captbillyscharters.com.)

Anglers are reminded to submit photos to the Rappahannock 
Record for publication in the newspaper and The Rivah Visitors 
Guide.

Photos of the angler(s) and their catch are appropriate. Action 
shots are welcome, too.

Be sure to identify the folks in the picture and where they live 
as well as the type of fish, its weight and length, the body of water, 
the fishing hole, the boat and captain and the date. Include a phone 
number for verification.

Send your pictures by email to editor@rrecord.com; or mail to 
Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482; or 
deliver them to 27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock. There’s a mail 
slot in the door for weekend and after-hour delivery.

Brag about your big fish!

■ Mariners baseball
The Middle Peninsula Mari-

ners will host the Tappahan-
nock Tides at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
July 13, at Deltaville Ball Park. 
$5 for adults; no charge for 
kids 12 and under.

Sports
Shorts
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GLENN LESTER CO., INC.GLENN LESTER CO., INC.

FREE ESTIMATES
Call (804) 580-2020 •  Toll Free 1 (888) 827-4400
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Professionally
Installed and

Serviced

Garage Doors &
Garage Door Operators 

FREE Estimates 
For more information call 

(804) 435-1695       White Stone, VA

The design for each of the boats 
entered in the Turkey Shoot Regatta 
October 5 through 7 must be at least 
25 years old.

An early entry is a Sea Bird 26, 
designed in 1901 by Thomas Day, 
founder and first editor of Rudder 
Magazine, and C. D. Mower, a 
marine architect. Day first promised 
his Rudder readers “in a moment 
of mental hilarity” to design a boat 
that would be all a boat should be 
and something more.

The Sea Bird was designed to be 
a safe, handy cruiser, but not fast. 
The original Sea Bird was a gaff-
rigged yawl with a centerboard, but 
Day soon modified the boat to have 
a keel. 

It’s unknown how many Sea Birds 
have been built over the years, but 
the late Harry Farmer, who estab-
lished Yankee Point Sailing Marina 
with partner Randy Walker, began 
building one in 1958. He named 
the boat, which wasn’t launched 
until 1970, Seabird after its design. 
Farmer’s Seabird was a yawl, but 
with a sloop-rigged main, and had 
a keel. Originally a wooden boat, 
Farmer coated it with fiberglass. 

Farmer sailed the boat until 
1992, when he sold it to local racer 
Bruce Gibbs. Gibbs sailed it in 

several Turkey Shoot Regattas 
until he transferred ownership to 
Wiley Wright in 2001. As a con-
dition of sale, Wright insisted that 
Gibbs and another local sailor Rob 
Kreit act as his crew in the 2001 
Regatta. They decided to reef the 
main as they approached the race’s 
starting line, and Kreit fell over-
board. Gibbs and Wright hauled 
Kreit aboard and they continued 
the race, winning first in class that 
year.

Wright said the boat is stoutly 
built. He added a roller furling 
jenny, but hasn’t made any other 
major changes to Seabird.

This year his crew will include 
his grandson Brad Coyle, 14, of 
Arlington. They will race in the 
less-competitive White Cloud 
Division, while die-hard racers, 
competing for a chance to rep-
resent the Turkey Shoot in the 
National Hospice Regatta in 
Annapolis next spring, will par-
ticipate in the Lightning Division.

Skippers may register for either 
division by calling Karen Knull at 
Yankee Point Marina at 462-7018. 
Additional information on the 
Regatta can be found at www.hos-
piceturkeyshootregatta.com, or by 
calling Allan Young at 438-5317.

Seabird is among early entries in the annual Turkey Shoot 
Regatta, October 5- 7.

106-year-old design
to race in annual regatta

Vice commodore Wally 
Dawson of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Flotilla 33 spoke to the 
Northern Neck Rotary Club June 
27 on boating safety. 

Dawson reminded club mem-
bers that every vessel operator 
must be vigilant at all times while 
on the water. Most accidents 
occur in good weather in day-
light in boats 16 feet or smaller. 
Everyone knows to be careful in 
foul weather, but may lose con-
centration in perfect conditions, 
he said.

Dawson said the first thing to 
do to be safe on the water is to 
take a boating course. Virginia 
has adopted legislation requiring 
operators to take a sanctioned 
course of at least eight hours 
and pass a test. This will become 
mandatory over time. Boaters 
should obtain the prerequisite 
information beforehand. The 
Coast Guard Auxiliary and U.S. 
Power Squadron offer courses on 
a regular basis, he said.

It also is important for boat-
ers to get their vessels inspected. 
The Coast Guard Auxiliary con-
duct complimentary vessel safety 
checks upon request. Many mari-
nas hold clinics at which the 

inspections are performed on a 
scheduled basis. An inspection 
may be arranged by calling Dr. 
Howard Montgomery at 435-
6257, Dawson said. For a safety 
check list, Google “vessel safety 
check.”

Dawson urged boaters to think 
ahead and use best management 
practices such as having a pre-
departure check list, filing a float 
plan with someone and knowing 
how to contact emergency orga-
nizations. 

He urged having a marine radio 
on board.  A fellow boater may be 
moments away if one can reach 
him by radio. One also can stay 
advised of the weather by listen-
ing to weather channel 2 on a 
marine radio.

Dawson also recommended 
taking a Red Cross First Aid 
course, knowing where to duck-
in when in peril and being sure 
to have emergency equipment 
on board for every passenger. A 
whistle, light, mirror, flares, radio 
beacon and other items are a good 
idea, if not mandatory, he said.

The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club meets Wednesdays at 7:30 
a.m. at Lee’s Restaurant on Main 
Street in Kilmarnock.

Dawson speaks to Rotary

The Rappahannock River Yacht 
Club recently held its Wednesday 
night spring series of Cape Dory 
Typhoon sailboat racing for the 
15 classic sailboats docked on 
Carter’s Creek. 

Four additional Typhoons 
are docked on the Corrotoman 
River. 

Skipper Stan Crockett was 
awarded the overall  Cape Dory 
typhoon spring series trophy. 

From left are Ned and Stan Crockett, who was awarded the 
overall Cape Dory Typhoon spring series trophy.

Spring racing series concludes

by Jerry Thash
Capt. David Nova and crew from 

White Stone caught a 209-pound, 
72.5-inch big eye tuna July 7 at 
Norfolk Canyon. Wayne Painter of 
Weems hooked the fish on a Bal-
lyhoo while fishing aboard Capt. 
Nova’s boat, Marlin Maniac.

On local waters, flounder 
action  continued to improve last 
week  until the high winds came. 

Fish that had started to settle into 
July locations became scattered, 
and Saturday and Sunday fisher-
men had a hard time finding fish 
from Buoy 42 to the Cell and Cape 
Charles areas.

Among flounder on the line, the 
ratio of keepers to throw backs 
improved to about  one in  two.

Spade fish  to about 7 pounds 
continue to be available  at the Cell 
area and Wolftrap and are mixed in 
with many small fish. 

Charter boats  continue to load 
up on  croakers to 16 inches  from  
the Buoy 40 and 42 areas. Most 
of the fish are in about  37- to 
43-feet of water. Gill nets are 
scattered throughout the area.  

From left are Whit Blandenbaker, Wayne Painter, Mack Hones 
and Capt. David Nova. Painter fought the big fish for over four 
hours.

Fishermen aboard the Marlin 
Maniac land big eye tuna 

Northern sea robin caught
While visiting friends in Ocran for the July 4 holiday, Andrew 
Hople of Indiana caught what he thought was a flying fish 
(above). The fish turned out to be a northern sea robin, also 
known as a common gurnarda, a bottom dwelling fish whose 
large, rounded pectoral fins can spread out to form “wings.” 
They are native to the Atlantic Ocean coastline, ranging from 
Canada to Florida. This particular fish was caught on Dymer 
Creek off the pier at the Young residence in Ocran. The fish was 
about eight inches long and weighed just under a pound. (Photo 
by Jacob Jackson)

Bloodworms  and squid both are 
producing fish. Creeks and rivers 
also continue to produce, particu-
larly in the evenings.

Good sized spot have  made a 
good early showing in the mouth 
of the Piankatank and at the Spike. 
Some number one spot, with some 
gray trout mixed in,  are also being 
caught around Gwynn’s Island and 
in Butlers Hole. Bloodworms, Gulp 
artificial Chartreuse Bloodworms 
and Fish Bites  synthetic Bloods are  
all working well.

Cobia have cooperated for some 
fishermen.

(Jerry Thrash owns and oper-
ates Queen’s Creek Outfitters in 
Mathews.)

He raced Miss Daisy with his 
brother, Ned Crockett, serving as 
first mate. The Irvington broth-
ers grew up on Carter’s Creek. 
However, no one challenged their 
advantage.

Other active racing participants 
were Teacup – Harry and Jane 
Wells; Thistle – Diane Cook-
Tench, Lisa Radtke and Andrea 
Latell; Pearl – Jerry and Kathy 
Wachter; Anthem – Ron, Cheryl 
and Brent Mihills; Pipit – Herb 
and Sandy Aman; Friday’s Child 
– John Friday and family; Mari 
Perry – Ed Zakaib, Jill Lawrence 
and Arabella Denvir; Sarah Rose 
– Fred Comer and Mark Manoff; 
and Patriot – Bill and Debbie 
Turenne.

Scott Vail, Debbie Cycotte and 
Mosby West served as race com-
mittee.

The spring series concluded 
with a potluck picnic on the club-
house porch.

The fall series will begin Sep-
tember 5 and conclude with the 
Turkey Shoot Regatta October 
5 through 7. For information on 
the Typhoon fleet, contact Ron 
Mihills at 438-6111.

Virginia Motor Speedway
July 6 results:
Late models – Neil McClanan, 
first; Austin Hubbard, second; 
Tom Cohick, third.
Sportsmen – Tim Shelton, first; 
Davis Lipscomb, second; Todd 
Taylor, third.
Sprints - Craig Folmar, first; 
Daren Bolac, second; Mary Anne 
Williams, third.
Chargers – Bob Terry, first; Kyle 
Nelson, second; Tony Quade, 
third.
All-Americans – Dustin Owens, 
first; Stephen Childress, second; 
Kevin Fletcher, third.
July 13 races:
(VMS is on Route 17 in Jamaica, 
eight miles north of Saluda. Gates 
open at 5 p.m.)
AMA Ford Quality Checked 
Grand National Motorcycle 
Tour. Amateur and Vintage 
races.
July 14 races:
(Gates open at 4 p.m.)
AMA Ford Quality Checked 
Grand National Motorcycle 
Tour. AMA Grand National and 
Expert Twins.
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Email your ADS to:

mail@rrecord.com

■ Deltas baseball
The Deltaville Deltas (9-4) host 

the York Cannons (11-6) at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, July 14, at the Del-
taville Ball Park. Admission is $5 
for adults; no charge for kids 12 and 
under. 

On Sunday, July 15, the Deltas 
visit the York Cannons at Charles 
E. Brown Park off Route 238 in 
Yorktown. Game time is 4 p.m. For 
directions, visit www.svabl.com 

Sports
Shorts
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804-435-2225 · 888-WMILLPT
liveatwindmillpoint.com 

56 Windjammer Lane · White Stone, Virginia 22578

Equal Housing Opportunity

17
7
1

 townhomes 
 by the water

available 
in early July

has your 
name on it 

Live at The Landing. Keep your boat at Windmill Point.*
*Purchasers will have priority reservation status for new marina slips available in 2008.

Visit liveatwindmillpoint.com for information.
Tours and open house every weekend from 12-2 pm, or by appointment. 

Model opening this month. Priced from the mid-$400s.

07-TL-033_NumbersAd_rrecord_6-251   1 6/25/07   5:03:10 PM

Bridge
Results
Five tables of bridge were 

in play July 5 at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club.

Winners north/south were 
first, Dianne Monroe and 
Arden Durham; and second, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Shirley 
Churchill.

Winners east/west were first, 
Margaret Livesay and Helen 
Hopton; and second, Alexa and 
Malena McGrath.

Belle Isle State Park will offer 
a Junior Ranger program “What’s 
Bugging You?” for ages 5 to 8,  
July 16, 17, and 18. Participants 
will learn about the diversity, 
benefi ts, and fascinating lives of 
bugs and insects.

A Junior Ranger program 
“Survivor: 1607” for ages 9 to 12 

will be held July 23, 24, and 25. 
Participants will explore skills 
needed by the Native American, 
European, and African residents 
of the Northern Neck.

Both sessions will be held 
from 9 a.m. to noon. The fee is 
$5 per day. To register, call the 
park at 462-5030.

A new set of maps to help trav-
elers explore the route of Capt. 
John Smith’s adventures along 
the York River and its tributaries 
is now available.

The boat and partial auto tour 
along the York, Mattaponi and 
Pamunkey rivers was developed 
to complement America’s 400th 
Anniversary. The route includes 
36 recreation sites, historic places 
and museums between Zoar State 
Forest and Yorktown.

“The John Smith interpretive 
maps on the York, Pamunkey 
and Mattaponi rivers provide an 
excellent addition to the existing 
John Smith maps on the James 
River,” said Virginia Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recre-
ation  (DCR) Director Joseph H. 
Maroon. “Both maps were pro-
duced by DCR through a close 
working relationship with the 
Virginia Tourism Corporation 
and the Virginia Council on Indi-
ans (VCI) and are the fi rst to be 
developed along the newly desig-
nated Capt. John Smith  Chesa-
peake National Historic Trail. 
The maps will help to make the 
history and natural resources of 
the region come alive for trail 
users.

The trail is divided into three 
maps—one for each river—each 
a day trip for boaters and motor-
ists alike. The maps provide 
information on the Indian settle-
ments that were noted on Smith’s 
early maps.

“When people think of York-
town, they think of events asso-
ciated with the Revolutionary 
War, but the area is rich in Vir-
ginia Indian history as well,” 
said Deanna Beacham, program 
specialist for VCI. “Not far from 
Yorktown, an Indian commu-
nity called Kiskiack was a com-
mercial center when the English 
arrived in 1607. Farther west 
along the York, Werowocomoco 
was an important socio-politi-
cal center for hundreds of years 
before Smith fi rst met paramount 
chief Powhatan there in 1607.”

“Whether you explore the trail 
from a car or a kayak, you’ll 
discover unspoiled river views, 
eagles, heron, osprey and a vari-
ety of other wildlife,” said Vir-
ginia Travel Council president 
Alisa Bailey. “You can also expe-
rience a diversity of interpretive 
experiences from the archaeol-
ogy at York River State Park to 
the Indian reservations and other 
museums and visitor centers.”

Maps are available at York 
River State Park, the Yorktown 
Victory Center, the York County 
Historical Museum and the 
Gloucester Visitor Center. By 

From left, Belle Isle State Park interpreter Carl Barber presents 
completion certifi cates to Junior Rangers participants Virginia 
DeMario, Alaina Zanardi, Tucker Vanderpool and Erik DeMa-
rio. The program was held June 25-27 at the park.

Junior Ranger sessions
set at Belle Isle State Park

River trail follows 
explorer’s footsteps

Pick up a copy today!

mid-July, maps will be available 
at sites along the route and from 
Virginia Welcome Centers and 
regional visitor centers. Individu-
als also can obtain maps through 
DCR’s online store. To order, 
visit www.dcr.virginia.gov and 
click on “State Parks” then “Visit 
Online Store.”

The www.johnsmithtrail.org 
website is being updated to pro-
vide links to attractions, restau-
rants, tours, lodging, and other 
visitor amenities along the trail.

What are mid-level practitioners?
As the population of our counties increase, the demand 

for medical care has risen to a point where our physi-
cians are hiring mid-level practitioners to serve the unmet 
need. Most attempts to recruit new medical practitioners, 
particularly specialists, to our rural counties have been 
disappointing.

Nurse practitioners (NP) and physician assistants (PA) 
are mid-level practitioners of primary interest in our area.
Nurse Practitioners

The fi rst NP program opened in 1965 at the University 
of Colorado as an attempt to improve children’s access 
to health care. During the 1970s, predictions of a physi-
cian shortage increased funding and attendance in NP 
programs. Today, over 200 university and college NP 
programs educate registered nurses to become NPs. More 
than 70,000 have been trained.

NPs are RNs who are prepared, through advanced 
education, and clinical training, to provide a range of 
preventive and health care services. NPs complete gradu-
ate-level education preparation that leads to a master’s. 
NPs take health histories and provide complete physi-
cal examinations; order and interpret basic diagnostic 
studies; diagnose and manage common medical condi-
tions, including chronic illnesses; provide prenatal care 
and family planning services; provides well-child care, 
including screening and immunizations; and counsel and 
educate patients on health behaviors, self-care skills, and 
treatment options.

While NPs are not trained in medicine, their advanced 
education in nursing has made them a fast growing 
mid-level profession. They provide some of the same 
basic type of care as provided by physicians (but not life 
threatening care) and maintain collaborative working 
relationships with physicians. NPs usually have limited 
prescriptive privileges.

In 23 states, NPs can work autonomously and some are 
able to open their own clinical practices. Virginia and 28 
other states require NPs to practice in collaboration with 
a licensed physician and he is responsible for additional 
duties permitted such as prescribing medications and 
therapies. NPs may specialize in an area of study they 
desire such as pediatrics, family practice, geriatrics, psy-
chiatry, midwifery, neonatal care or acute care. An NP can 
serve a physician clinic as a patient’s “point of entry” and 
see patients of all ages.

The core philosophy of the fi eld is individualized care. 
NPs focus on patients’ conditions as well as the effects 
of illness on the lives of the patients and their families. 
Informing patients about their health care and encourag-
ing them to participate in decisions are central to total 
care in an effi cient physician-NP practice.

NPs are licensed in Virginia and the State Board of 
Nursing applies its own licensing and certifi cation criteria 
to regulate them. Many NPs also apply for national 
certifi cation from one of several professional nursing 
organizations. Some but not all insurance providers cover 
NP services. Medicare, Medicaid and CHAMPUS PAY 
reimburse for selected services.

Nurse practitioners work in a variety of settings. They 
work in physician offi ces, hospitals, emergency clin-
ics, hospice centers, nursing homes, health departments, 
HMOs, school/college and free clinics. My belief is that 
nurse practitioners are cost effective primary care provid-
ers and certainly now, a real presence in woman’s health 
care.

In the 1970s while serving as health director for the 
Charlottesville region, I noted the lack of a physician in 
one rural county. The idea of providing an NP seemed 
apropos so I applied for a small grant from the Johnson 
Foundation to employ an NP under the back-up medical 
supervision of the University of Virginia School of Medi-
cine and it was approved.

I began to recruit a NP and found about three quali-
fi ed applicants. The county supervisors wanted a bona 
fi de physician and not a nurse. This called for an NP who 
could handle possible abuse and belittlement and still win 
the hearts of those in need. The NP that I chose proved to 
be a winner in every way. She left the county only when 
several physicians chose to open a practice there. The NP 
is now serving the Charlottesville Free Clinic as the only 
paid worker and is immensely popular.
Physicians Assistants

In the mid-1960s, physicians and educators recognized 
a shortage and an uneven distribution of primary care 
physicians. To expand the delivery of quality medical 
care, Dr. Eugene Stead of Duke University put together 
the fi rst class of PAs in 1965. He selected Navy corps-
men who had received considerable medical training and 
service during the war in Vietnam. Using his own knowl-
edge of medical school education for doctors, he put 
together a curriculum to train PAs. Today, there are over 
130 accredited programs and 64,000 PAs with jobs. PAs 
are non-physician clinicians licensed to practice medicine 
under a physician’s supervision. 

PAs receive education specifi cally in the practice of 
medicine. In Virginia, they are state-certifi ed and must 
work under the auspices of a physician’s license. Typical 
applicants have bachelor’s and more than four years of 
health care experience. An accredited PA program leading 
to a master’s lasts 25 months and is sponsored in part by 
the American Medical Association. Nurses often apply to 
PA programs. PAs do not have to undertake an internship 
or residency since they must practice medicine under the 
supervision of a licensed physician. They spend at least 
one year in clinical rotations.

What a physician assistant does varies with training, 
experience and state laws. In Virginia, the PA and his 
supervisory physician must submit an extensive writ-
ten protocol that spells out the roles and functions of the 
assistant prior to the initiation of the practice. If necessary, 
the State Board may require more information regard-
ing the level of supervision and require the supervising 
physician to document the PA’s competence. The assistant 
may prescribe drugs and devices, but only under the scope 
of practice and profi ciency of the supervising physician. 
It is clear that the physician is fully responsible for his 
assistant’s professional conduct and that the PA shall only 
perform those medical care services that are prescribed in 
the protocol approved by the board. 

More than 50 percent of all physician assistants today 
practice family medicine and over 23 percent are in sur-
gery or the surgical subspecialties. PAs are taught to know 
their limits and refer to or consult with their physicians 
appropriately.

Medicare and third party insurance generally reimburse 
PA services. Studies done by federal government show 
that PAs can provide care that is comparable to physician 
care. The 1992 “Report to the President and Congress on 
the Status of Health Personnel in the United States” was 
favorable to PAs in terms of quality of care and patient 
acceptance.

With the success of these two mid-level practitioner 
programs, there is now a fl urry of new offerings on the 
market. One school offers a Medical Assistant Certifi cate 
for just six to eight weeks of online training.

NPs and PAs must under law identify themselves as 
licensed practitioners and disclose the name, address and 
telephone number of their supervisory physician. Their 
identifi cation tags should be evident as well as their pre-
scription pads.
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FREE Delivery Through 
September 2!
FREE delivery, plus FREE overhead 
door opener(s) and FREE stall mats  
on applicable buildings.

������������������������

Terms:  Order June 22 through Sept.2, 2007 for delivery by Oct. 31, 2007. Applies to all new building orders except steel and hog buildings. 
May not be combined with any other offer or special discount. The following Clopay overhead door models: 4300, 4301, 4310, Gallery, 
Coachman and 3200 are eligible for free opener. Free matching stall mats “to fit” apply only with purchase of Lester horse stalls. 

Suburban-Hobby | Equestrian | Commercial | Farm & Ranch

Proud Sponsor of #07 NASCAR Driver Tim Sauter

Learn More and Price Buildings Online at:

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

Financing Available

Tom White
Gum Spring, VA
804-556-2969
800-826-4439
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Jennie, Alyssa & Jim Wright

Dwight Seawood

Terrie Dort, Tamara Stephens & Dean Dort

Cheryl Mihills, Reg Boudinot, Ron Mihills &  Kimberly Boudinot
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ICYCC men
 The Indian Creek Yacht and 

Country Club men played June 
27. Gross winners were first, 
Joe Shehigh (84); second, Dave 
Ruble (87); and third, Charlie 
Price (93). Net winners were 
first, Derek Ferrand (67); second, 
Gene Mapes (68); and third, Pat 
Thomas (70).  
ICYCC 18-holers

The Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club 18-holers on July 
3 played a best ball of the three-
some tournament. Winners were 
first, Janet Blair, Harriet Baggett 
and Linda Price (51); second, 
Maria Schreyer, Nancy Monroe 
and Molly Gatchett (55); and 
third, (tie) Jeanne Kenny, Lou 
Dietrick, and Kay Inskeep and 
Nancy Hall, Betty Faye Lewis 
and Cyndie Stephenson (57). 
Carol Johnson and Inskeep had 
chip-ins.
ICYCC 9-holers

The Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club 9-holers on July 5 
played a scramble. Winners were 
first, Suzanne LaPrade, Jan Lits-
inger, Louise Petralia and Donna 
Swinney (39); second,  Margaret 
Livesay, Susie Reavill, Sharon 
Rowe and Connie Ruble (40). 
LaPrade and Mary Hoerneman 
tallied chip-ins. 
Piankatank ladies

 The Piankatank River Ladies 
Golf Association on July 5 
played low net/blind partner. 
Winners were first, (tie) Cricket 
Call and Eva Mulllins, and Betsy 
Ripley and Bonnie Norton (140); 
second, Kelly Lowe and Lindy 
Hatch (148); and third, Robin 
Curdts and Janice Phillips (150).
Quinton Oaks ladies

 The Quinton Oaks Ladies 
Golf Association on July 4 held 
a red, white and blue tournament. 
Flight A low gross winners were 
first, Terri Sartori; and second, 

(tie) Carol  Reese and Darlene 
Bean. Low net winners were 
first, Joan Frie; second, Margaret 
Riffe; and third, Linda Dennis. 
Flight B low gross winners were 
first, June Baird; and second, Sara 
Goodwyn. Low net winners were 
first, Anna McCauley; second, 
Harriet Baggett; and third, 
Sherry Chevalier. Baird had two 
birdies. Frie, Riffe, McCauley, 
Sartori, Chevalier, Alice Rawl-
ings, P.J. Kienast and Betty Lou 
Dunn each had one. Pam Collins 
had a chip-in and Judy Wise won 
lot putts with 29.
Tartan Golf Club

 The Tartan Golf Club on July 
4 held a member tournament. 
Winners were first, Coy Best, 
Ron Silver, Steve Craig and Herb 
Hammock (62); second, Jerry 
Grim, Andy Sharpe, Betty Fay 
Lewis and Ann Silver (64); third, 
Betty Lawton, Ed Bunch, Cliff 
Lucas and Lynn Jones (65); and 
fourth, Buddy Stone, Bill Bryant, 
Isabelle Bunch and Richard 
Krolak (66).

Following play on July 8, the 
Tartan Golf Club announced the 
ladies’ club champion for 2007 is 
Isabelle Bunch (181); first gross, 
Betty Fay Lewis (186); and first 
net, Tammie Corrie (141).

The men’s club champion is 
Steve Hall (146); first gross, 
Welby Saunders (148); second 
gross, Crugar Ragland (15); and 
first net, Don Holt (135).

Men’s white tees first gross is 
Ron Hugate (163); second gross, 
Arthur Abbott (164); first net, 
Fred Smith (126); and second 
net, Bill Bryant (135).

Monday play day men’s win-
ners were first, (tie) Andy Kaud-
ers, Butch Miller and Tom 
Parish; fourth, Ron Silver; fifth, 
Bob Granacher; sixth, (tie) Dick 
Huffman and Hank Little; eighth, 
Arthur Abbott; and ninth, Charlie 
Armfield.

The Tartan Golf Club ladies’ 
champion for 2007 is Isabelle 
Bunch (above).

The Tartan Golf Club men’s 
champion for 2007 is Steve 
Hall (above).

Club Golf

John Herbein put additional 
heat on shooters at  a Rappahan-
nock Pistol and Rifle Club match 
on an already hot July 7  by cooly 
out-shooting his nearest competi-
tors by substantial margins. 

Herbein  took top honors  with 
a  score of 499 of a possible 600.  
Larry Taylor  placed second with 
354, and Tom Nance came in 
third at 302.  All other partici-
pants trailed below 300.

 The match, known as the NRA 
Short Course, consists of a total of 
60 shots at 25 yards and  requires 
two handguns.  One  pistol must 
be a rimfire, usually  a .22, and 
the other a centerfire, such as  a  
.38 or 9mm.   Thirty shots are 
fired with each handgun under 
three different sets of timing con-
straints from slow to rapid firing.  
Each shot had up to a 10-point 
potential.

 The bullseye pistol format was 
required where only one hand 
may be used to aim and shoot the 

From left are John Herbein 
and Larry Taylor.

Herbein heats up
shooting competition

handgun from a standing posi-
tion.  The  match is a challenging 
and deceptively simple  precision 
shooting test as demonstrated by 
the poor scoring of most of the 
contestants.

The Thursday, July 19, noon 
luncheon meeting of the North-
ern Neck/Middle Peninsula 
Chapter of the Virginia Aero-
nautical Historical Society will 
be held at the Pilot House Res-
taurant in Topping.

Gary Ellis has arranged for 
a special presentation on the 
Curtiss P-40 Warhawk fighter 
used by the Flying Tigers in 
World War II. For all members 
and guests who were part of 

Aeronautical group
posts meeting topics

Sports
Shorts

■ Kayaking
Westmoreland State Park will 

host a “Pirates and patriots Kayak” 
at 6 p.m. Saturday, July 14, and a 
“Kayak Below the Cliffs” Sunday, 
July 15, at 10 a.m. . The fee is $22 
for a tandem kayak or $16 for a solo 
kayak. Children ages 6 to 12 years 
must be accompanied by an adult; 
the adult/child pair must paddle in a 
tandem kayak.

Registration and payment is 
made through the Virginia State 
Parks Central Registration Center 
at 1-800-933-7275 for trips three or 
more days away. For trips two days 
away or less, call the Westmoreland 
State Park Contact Station at 493-
8821 to check for available spaces. 
Payment for trips two days or less 
away must be made in person at the 
contact station.

■ Motorcycle races
Pre-sale tickets are available for 

the second annual Joe Weatherly 
Memorial motorcycle races at Bill 
Sawyer’s Virginia Motor Speedway 
in Jamaica July 13 and 14. Tickets 
are on sale from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at the speedway office, or by call-
ing 758-1867. Tickets are general 
admission.

Admission to Friday’s amateur 
and vintage motorcycle races will 
be $7 with children ages 6 and 
under free with a paying adult. 
Gates for Friday will open at 6 p.m. 
Adult admission for Saturday races 
will be $26 in advance and $30 on 
race day. Admission for children 
ages 7 to 12 will be $10 and chil-
dren ages 6 and under are free with 
a paying adult. Gates for Saturday 
will open at 4 p.m.

that war, this program should 
be a great event.

Another interesting pro-
gram will be presented August 
16. Donner Grigsby of NASA 
Langley will give a presenta-
tion on NASA’s plans for a 
return trip to the moon.

All meetings are open to the 
public, and non-members are 
invited to attend, especially if 
they were part of the Flying 
Tiger operation, or interested 
in NASA’s Moon Program. 
Membership is open to anyone 
interested in any phase of avia-
tion.

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!

THE RECORD ONLINE
www.rrecord.com
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Club support
The Kilmarnock-Irvington-White Stone Rotary recently pre-
sented donations to the Boys and Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck and the Northern Neck Free Health Clinic. From left 
are Rotary member John Bowditch, Bill Knull of the Boys and 
Girls Club, Jeanie Nelson of the free health clinic and Rotary 
member Bob Berry.

Tom Gosse has been named the 
2007 recipient of the Northern 
Neck Rotary Club’s Community 
Service Award in recognition of 
his leadership in many of the 
area’s service organizations.

The award is given annually 
to non-Rotarians who, in the 
opinion of the members of the 
Northern Neck Rotary Club, 
best exemplify the Rotary Motto, 
“Service above Self.”

“When you read through Tom’s 
biography, you find involvement 
in a long list of philanthropic 
and service organizations,” said 
president Gail Saylor. “Tom has 
been a staunch supporter of the 
Northern Neck and a leader in 
many endeavors which have 
evolved into many programs 
which are active today.”

Gosse said his involvement in 
each of the organizations was 
meaningful and he takes partic-
ular pride in being an organizing 
director of the River Counties 
Community Foundation, orga-
nizing board member of the 
Northern Neck YMCA, a 20-year 
director of the Wiley Founda-
tion, and charter member, board 
member and past president of 
the Northern Neck Rotary Club.  

Gosse said he likes to enter a 
role, work toward the organiza-
tion’s goal and then move on to 
allow fresh ideas to surface.

“It is difficult to retain focus 
for a long time with sustained 
energy,” said Gosse.

It is also noted that Gosse’s 
efforts have been, for the most 
part, behind the scene, a role he 
finds most comfortable.

After graduating from the 
University of Virginia, Gosse 
entered the Army and served in 

Northern Neck Rotary Club president Gail Saylor (left) con-
gratulates Tom Gosse.

Gosse recieves Rotary’s
Community Service Award

Vietnam, then returned to enter 
law school at Washington and 
Lee University where he gradu-
ated with honors. He moved to 
White Stone and established a 
practice following a short tenure 
with a law firm in Salem.

He has been president of 
Chesapeake National Bank, a 
principal in the accounting firm 
Braun, Dehnert, Clark & Co. 
and assumed his current role as 
president and chief executive 
officer of Northern Neck Insur-
ance Company in 1997. Gosse 

also serves in leadership roles 
in several professional organi-
zations on a local and statewide 
level.

Gosse and his wife, the former 
Carol Hall, live in Irvington. 
They have two children, Emily 
Noel Kallaur and Conrad Alex-
ander Gosse.

The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club also salutes former award 
winners Joe Curry, Carroll 
Asburn, Doug Monroe, and 
Jeanie Nelson for their ongoing 
service to the community.

It’s the second time he has been 
charged with driving a vehicle 
while intoxicated.

His brother was charged with 
third-degree hindering prosecu-
tion.

Wilkins was well known in the 
local community. She worked 
for Aflac and was a 1999 honors 
graduate of Northumberland 
High School and a member of 
New Friendship Baptist Church. 

In addition to her parents, she 
is survived by a brother, Shannon 
Wilkins of Burgess; her mater-
nal grandmother, Joan Dawson 
of Heathsville, and her great-
grandmother, Hazel Dawson of 
Heathsville. 

The family will receive friends 
on Sunday, July 15, from 2 to 4 
p.m. at Faulkner Family Funeral 
Home in Burgess. The burial will 
be held at a later date. 

(continued from page A1)

▼ Wilkins . . . .

WOODBRIDGE—The Vir-
ginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ) is seeking 
public comments at meetings in 
July 2007 on a water quality 
study of the Potomac River’s 
tidal waters and selected tribu-
taries in Virginia, Maryland and 
Washington, D.C.

Elevated levels of polychlo-
rinated biphenyls (PCBs), have 
been found in fish from these 
waters. The PCB levels pro-
hibit or restrict the consump-
tion of some fish from the tidal 
Potomac River and its incoming 
streams.

Virginia, Maryland and D.C. 
agencies have developed total 
maximum daily loads (TMDLs) 
for the contaminated waters. A 
TMDL is the maximum amount 
of a pollutant a water body can 
receive and still meet water qual-
ity standards. To restore water 
quality, PCB levels have to be 
reduced to the TMDL amount.

DEQ, the Washington, D.C., 
Department of the Environment, 
the Maryland Department of the 
Environment, and the Interstate 

Commission for the Potomac 
River Basin will host three public 
meetings to discuss the results of 
the water quality study.

The purpose of the meetings 
is to share information about 
the TMDL study, describe the 
PCB contamination in the tidal 
Potomac River and its tributar-
ies, and solicit feedback from 
meeting participants. Dates, 
locations, and times for the 
meetings are:

July 17 at Charles County 
Public Library at 2 Garrett Ave., 
La Plata, MD, 20646 from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m.

July 18 at Metropolitan Wash-
ington Council of Governments 
at 777 North Capitol Street, NE, 
Washington, D.C., from 7 to 9 
p.m.

 July 19 at the northern office 
of the Virginia Department of 
Enviornmental Quality at 13901 
Crown Court, Woodbrige, VA 
22193 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

PCBs are chemicals that were 
used in commercial and indus-
trial applications until the late 
1970s and can remain in the envi-

ronment for decades. Long-term 
exposure to PCBs may increase 
the risk of cancer, according to 
DEQ.

The Virginia Department of 
Health recommends that high-
risk individuals, such as preg-
nant women, women planning to 
become pregnant, nursing moth-
ers, infants, and young children 
should avoid eating PCB-con-
taminated fish from advisory 
areas.

Written and oral comments 
will be accepted at the meet-
ings. The public comment period 
begins July 17 and ends Agust 
16, 2007. After public com-
ments have been considered and 
addressed, the report will be sub-
mitted to the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) for review and approval. 
This TMDL is scheduled to be 
submitted to the EPA  Septem-
ber 7, 2007.

For more information, 
visit www.potomacriver.org, 
or contact Mark Richards at 
marichards@deq.virginia.gov, 
or 698-4392. 

Albert Pollard recently 
visited the Polyface Farm in 
Swoop to discuss government 
regulations, free markets and 
rural economic development 
with owner Joel Salatin.

Pollard is campaigning for the 
Virginia Senate in District 28.

Polyface Farm is a national 
leader in the movement to 
energize rural economies with 
locally produced foods. 

“Albert Pollard understands 
that government regulation 
isn’t needed when a consumer 
is buying directly from a 
farmer for their own personal 
use,” said Salatin. “It simply 
makes no sense that a person 
with five milking cows, selling 

from the farm, needs essen-
tially the same oversight as a 
four-hundred head dairy farm 
selling to Safeway.”

Salatin continued, “Albert 
understands that unneces-
sary regulations can choke 
the entrepreneurial spirit, 
drive dollars out of our rural 
economies and limit consumer 
choices. I have worked with 
many and Albert understands 
this issue more than any other 
public official I know.”

“I want every grocery store 
and restaurant inspected, but 
government shouldn’t care if I 
drive to a farm to buy home-
ground wheat or fresh milk 
that hasn’t come from a facil-

ity with a triple bin stainless 
steel sink and government 
inspection,” said Pollard. “The 
difference is if a consumer 
drives to a farm to seek the 
product.”

Pollard said he knew of folks 
who could make money by 
selling products on-farm, but 
that it wasn’t worth the hassle 
and expense of prolonged cer-
tif ication and inspection. Most 
food regulations are “size neu-
tral” meaning that they do not 
distinguish between large and 
small operations. For instance, 
a f ive-cow dairy needs sepa-
rate bathrooms for its employ-
ees, even if it is a family run 
operation.

Recently released statistics 
by the Virginia State Police 
Help Eliminate Auto Theft 
(HEAT) program leave little 
doubt that the Commonwealth 
is winning the battle against 
motor vehicle theft 

Reported motor vehicle thefts 
in 2006 hit a 20-year low. There 
were 14,765 thefts, a decrease 
from the previous year of 
1,099 thefts and a decrease of 
31 percent since 1991, the year 
before the HEAT program was 
established. 

It is the first time in 20 years 
that such thefts have been less 
than 15,000. In 1986, there were 
12,702 thefts, which increased 
to 15,022 in 1987.

“The decrease in thefts is 
particularly impressive when 
you consider that they occurred 
at the same time Virginia’s 
population was growing,” said 
program administrator Randy 
D. Beeson,  

The motor vehicle theft rate 
in 2006, the number of thefts 
per 100,000 residents, was 
193.2, a decrease of 7.85 per-
cent from the previous year 
and of 43 percent since 1991. 
It was the first time in 21 years 
that the theft rate has dropped 
below 200. 

Auto thefts in the nation 
also have been decreasing, but 

Virginia’s record of success is 
much better. In 2005, the latest 
year for which statistics are 
available, the national motor 
vehicle theft rate per 100,000 
residents was 416.7, almost 
twice as high as the Virginia 
rate which was 209.6 in 2005.

Fewer auto thefts also make 
a financial difference. The 
total value of property stolen 
in 2006 was $95,337,370. This 
is an increase of about 2 per-
cent over 2005, but much less 
than the five-year average of 
$102,609,910, and consider-
ably less than $113,933,893 in 
1991.

Over 82 percent of the auto 
thefts occur in heavily popu-
lated areas    including north-
ern Virginia, Richmond and 
Hampton Roads. Richmond 
tops the list with 1,476 thefts 
in 2006, but it also posted the 
largest decrease in thefts: 773 
fewer thefts in 2006 than in 
2005, a decrease of 34 percent. 

Fairfax County, with 1,457 
thefts is not far behind Rich-
mond, and Norfolk is third with 
1,024 thefts. 

Beeson praised law enforce-
ment agencies throughout the 
state for their support of the 
HEAT program. Virginia citi-
zens also have played a role in 
reducing auto thefts by secur-

ing their own vehicles and by 
providing valuable investiga-
tive tips, he said.

“Citizens can further reduce 
thefts by using auto-theft pre-
vention devices as well as strat-
egies to make their vehicles 
tougher targets,” Beeson said. 

He recommends removing 
valuables from sight, parking 
in well-lighted areas, closing 
the windows and locking the 
doors, and adding visible and 
audible prevention devices.

 “Don’t leave your keys in a 
hidden location or in the igni-
tion and never ever leave your 
car running no matter how short 
a period of time you expect to 
be away,” said Beeson. “It’s an 
open invitation to thieves.”

He said thousands of cars are 
stolen each year from locations 
such as convenience stores, 
cleaners, banks, day care cen-
ters and other locations where 
citizens are just running 
inside. 

Beeson also urged citizens to 
assist law enforcement in put-
ting auto-thieves behind bars.

“If you have knowledge of 
auto-theft activity including 
stolen parts, report it by calling 
1-800-947-HEAT. In addition 
to being a good citizen, you 
may receive a reward of up to 
$25,000,” he said.

Public comment sought
on new water quality study

Virginia auto thefts at 20-year low

Pollard calls for less regulation on small farms

Firemen to raffle truck
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department (KVFD) recently accepted the keys to a 2006 Dodge 
Ram pickup truck, the raffle grand prize at the 72nd annual Firemen’s Festival, July 26 to August 
4. From left are carnival president Melvin Gordon, Ed Davis Jr. of Davis Dodge and KVFD vice 
president Tom Jones. The truck will be on display at a variety of businesses, activities and the 
firehouse in Kilmarnock. Tickets are $10 each. Tickets are available from any KVFD fireman. 
Only 3,000 tickets will be sold.

THE RECORD ONLINE www.rrecord.com
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WHITE MARSH, VA
GLOUCESTER KUBOTA
4214 GEORGE WASHINGTON

 MEMORIAL HWY
804-642-9730

WWW.GLOUCESTERKUBOTA.COM

LOCUST HILL, VA
MIDDLESEX LAWN 
AND GARDEN, INC.

5730 GENERAL PULLER HWY
804-758-2596

WWW.MIDDLESEXKUBOTA.COM

PETERSBURG, VA
SOUTHSIDE KUBOTA
7407 BOYDTON PLANK RD.

U.S. HIGHWAY RT. 1 – 5 MILES S. OF I-85
804-732-5990

WWW.SOUTHSIDEKUBOTA.COM

RTV-SERIES

THE POWER TO GET THE JOB DONE!
L40-SERIES

Kubota proudly introduces eight new Grand L40 models ranging 

from 34 to 59 HP–each with increased power output and PTO 

torque. Innovative features like our new HST Plus hydrostatic 

transmission, Hydro Dual Speed (H-DS), Load Sensing system, 

Auto Throttle Advance and Response Control make operating a 

tractor as easy as driving a car. When you have a tractor like 

this, life is better than good…LIFE IS GRAND!

Introducing the Kubota RTV1100, the first utility vehicle with 
factory installed, integrated, all-wheel weather premium cab 
and air conditioning.

RTV900RTV1100

L3240

L3940

L5740

*$0 down, 0% A.P.R. financing for terms up to 36 months available through September 30, 2007, on all new Kubota Z (except ZG and ZD300), B (except B26), BX, L (except L39/48), M, (except MX5000, M4800, 
M96/108), CE (except KX080) models in inventory at participating dealers. Example: a 36-month repayment term at 0% A.P.R. requires 36 monthly payments of $27.78 per $1,000 borrowed.   0% A.P.R. Interest is 
available to customers if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charges for document preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Cor-
poration, U.S.A., subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Financing offers may not be combined with Customer Instant-rebate offers. See your local Kubota dealer for details on these and other low-rate 
options or go to www.kubota.com for more information.

$0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. FINANCING FOR UP TO 36* MONTHS ON ELIGIBLE MODELS
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Blowin’ the Dust Off 

More than 800 music fans hitched a ride on the Blowin’ the Dust Off tour at Belle Isle State 
Park last Saturday evening. They came to hear Steve Bassett, Michelle Nixon and Drive. Bassett 
(above) explained that the tour evolved from a recently recorded compact disc by the same 
name. The disc features music played on Civil War-era instruments owned by his friend Chuck 
Kincaid of Richmond.  Musical instruments were meant to be played, so they blew the dust off 
of them, tuned them and made some beautiful music, said Bassett. (Photos by Robert Mason Jr.)

Some 50 folks gathered around the campsite picnic table for a 
“pickers’ camp.” It was too hot by the campfi re. About a dozen 
campers and local pickers joined the band members on instru-
ments. The jam session extended over an hour. The selections 
ranged from bluegrass to blues, rock, country and gospel favor-
ites. Even the children joined in on “This Little Light of Mine,” 
as arranged by Dr. Ralph Stanley.

of job, income and residence, 
they pay dearly for it. The $15 
fee for the two-week loan of 
$100 applied on an annual basis 
works out to an interest rate of 
391 percent. 

At 22,000 payday lenders 
across America consumers pay 
over $4.2 billion each year in 
fees, according to ClearPoint 
Financial Solutions Inc., a non-
profi t consumer fi nancial coun-
seling and educational services 
agency headquartered in Rich-
mond.

Commissioners asked about 
recent reports that lower income 
families become trapped into a 
“rollover” cycle.

“We don’t do rollovers,” 
Phelps said. “They must pay off 
the loan.”

However, the company will 
extend the payoff for four 
weeks, requiring the customer 
to pay something on a weekly 
basis. No other fees are applied, 
he added.

Payday loan companies say 
they help families struggling 
between paychecks, Clear-
Point claims that 99 percent 
of payday loans go to repeat 
borrowers, “proving that this 
dangerous fi nancial practice 
quickly becomes a vicious 
cycle that sets consumers sink-
ing into fi nancial quicksand,” 
said Ann Estes of its Richmond 
headquarters.

Some states are enacting laws 
to cap interest rates while Geor-
gia has established laws to make 
payday lending illegal.  

In the recent Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly session, Gov. 
Tim McCain tried to cap rates 
in Virginia at 36 percent, but 
failed.

A motion for a public hearing 
pending submission of an appli-
cation failed on a 3-3 vote, with 
commissioners Donnie Walker, 
Claudia Williamson and Les 
Spivey voting against because 
they felt the motion was an 
improper procedure.  

The commission decided to 
wait until a rezoning request 
application is made by the prop-
erty owner, Blue Sky Develop-
ment, before setting a public 
hearing.

Steve Bassett, Michelle Nixon and Drive performed on the 
Music By The River stage. From left are Jeremy Boling, Patrick 
Robertson, Nixon, Bassett, Adam Seale and Jamie Harper.

Michelle Nixon (above) was 
named the 2006 Female Vocal-
ist of the Year in the Traditional 
Category by the Society for 
the Preservation of Bluegrass 
Music of America.

Some 60 folks gathered last Saturday afternoon to view instru-
ments from the 1800s. Donnie and Linda Whittaker (above) of 
Montross check out an 1850s fi ddle and various harmonicas. 
The tour visit was sponsored by the Friends of Belle Isle State 
Park. The tour will visit Westmoreland State Park July 28.
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