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Lancaster school budget
draft exceeds $17 million
by Joan McBride
LANCASTER—Revised ﬁgures presented at last Monday’s
Lancaster school board meeting increased an earlier draft by
over $260,000 and bumps the
proposed school budget for ﬁscal
year 2008 to almost $17.2 million, compared to just over $15.3
million for the current year.
A public hearing on the budget
will be held at 6:30 p.m. tonight
(March 22) in the media center
of Lancaster Middle School.
At almost $12.3 million, salaries and employee beneﬁts take
up the lion’s share—almost
72 percent—of the operating
budget.
The cost of materials and supplies is expected to be more than
$222,000 higher than last year,
with a total over $836,000.
Information technology is
another category seeing a big
jump—over 20 percent—to more
than $409,000.
Other notable budget items
include just over $200,000 in
new buses and almost $116,000
in
building
improvements.
Heating and transportation fuel
costs are expected to be about
$193,000, while electrical services are anticipated to be about
$245,000.
The food service expense
is estimated to be just over

Board names superintendent
KILMARNOCK—Lancaster
school board chairman Donald
McCann on Tuesday announced
that the pending superintendent
vacancy will be ﬁlled by Dr.
Susan Sciabbarrasi.
Dr. Sciabbarrassi will begin
her new position effective July
1. She replaces Dr. Randolph
Latimore who will retire in June
2007.
Dr. Sciabbarrasi is the superintendent of Wrangell public
schools in Wrangell, Alaska.
She has experience in Virginia as
well. Before going to Alaska, she
worked in Henrico County and
Spotsylvania County schools.
The Lancaster school board
was assisted in its search by the
Virginia School Boards Association (VSBA). The search
yielded a number of qualiﬁed
candidates for the position and
six were interviewed. The ﬁeld
$786,000, an increase of more
than 21 percent from the current
year, balanced by a projected
increase in revenue.
Other projected revenues
include an increase of almost 20
percent in county funds to $10.7
million.

was narrowed to two for second
interviews.
McCann said Dr. Sciabbarrassi’s extensive background
in public education and excellent communication skills were
among the many qualiﬁcations
that garnered her the position.
“We are very excited that Dr.
Sciabbarrassi has accepted this
position. Her leadership and
new ideas will help Lancaster
continue to be one of the best
school systems in Virginia.”
said McCann. “Dr. Sciabbarrassi brings a wealth of experience in the educational arena
to her new position. She is a
student advocate of the ﬁrst
order.”
The school board will hold
a special meeting April 13 at 5
p.m. in the school board ofﬁce
to introduce Dr. Sciabbarrassi
to the community.
The state will contribute over
$3 million—a slight increase—
along with almost $960,000 from
the federal government. State
taxes will add almost $1.6 million. The latter two categories are
down almost 5 percent from the
current year.

Northumberland schools seek $16.2 million

What a haul!

Tangier watermen dredge up a load of seed oysters from the Great Wicomico River last
week. It was the largest strike on the river in seven years. The state will buy these seedlings and plant them on public grounds where they have a better chance of surviving. For
the story and more photos, see page A16. (Photo by Reid Pierce Armstrong)

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school
board Monday night endorsed large salary increases
for its teachers and professional staff as it approved
a $16,232,323 budget proposal for next year.
The board of supervisors has ﬁnal say over funding for the schools, so the Northumberland Education Association is gearing up to lobby for raises at
the county level when the board meets April 5.
Citing an increased cost of living and more competitive wages in neighboring counties, the NEA
is seeking a 10 percent salary increase for most
teachers this year, including a raise and a step up
the salary scale.
The budget approved by the school board last

week varies slightly from the NEA proposal, providing an average 8 percent increase. A few teachers would see only a 4 percent total increase while
others would receive as much as 11 percent more.
Superintendent Clint Stables warned that even
with these large increases, Northumberland salaries may still lag behind neighboring school districts if those counties approve even the most basic
cost of living increases this year.
“We can’t do it all at once,” he said, “but this
brings us a whole lot closer and makes us a whole
lot more competitive.”
The district’s three registered nurses are also
seeking improved wages. Northumberland pays its
(continued on page A15)

While zoning changes may impact future
development, they won’t save Camp Kitty
by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—Zoning
changes can’t save Camp Kitty.
That was the message at the
planning commission meeting
last week as members discussed
proposed density changes within
the conservation district.
Hoping to save their beloved
Camp Kittamaqund retreat,
which is under contract with
a local developer for upwards
of $16 million, area Girl Scout
troops have come out in force
to support the board of supervisors’ efforts to further restrict
development on parcels with

conservation zoning.
But, no matter what the board
does, supervisor Pamela Russell
told planners, it can’t save Camp
Kitty.
“That’s not what this is about,”
she added.
If the county wants to preserve
the 387-acre waterfront retreat
for public recreation, it will have
to come up with the $16 million
to purchase the property, Russell said. That means taxpayers
would have to be willing to fork
out more money, or the county
grant writer or the new Northern
Neck Public Access Authority
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would have to work fast to raise
money.
Even with the proposed
zoning revisions, somebody will
purchase and develop that property, said planning commission
member Allen Webb. The estates
will just be larger and more
expensive, he said.
“At least that would be better
for the environment,” Russell
replied.
Citizens in attendance asked
a lot of questions about the proposed ordinance.
Ginny Estell asked about
allowing clustering within the

conservation district and revising the code to exclude golf
courses and other high-impact
uses. Assistant county adminstrator Luttrell Tadlock said this
proposal does not address those
issues but staff plans to take a
look at them later.
No matter what restrictions it
places on the Camp Kitty parcel,
Russell said, if the Commonwealth Girl Scout Council wants
to sell the camp, it will be sold.
The council said it made the
difﬁcult decision to sell due to
increased maintenance costs and
(continued on page A15)

EPA brieﬁng
to address
Puddingland
Drum Dump
LANKFORD
CORNER—
The Environmental Protection
Agency has scheduled a community brieﬁng on work at the
Puddingland Drum Dump Site
Tuesday, March 27, from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. at Lancaster High
School.
Representatives from the EPA,
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Lancaster
County and Northumberland
County will participate.
EPA representatives will provide an update on the cleanup,
followed by a question and answer
session to discuss any concerns
the community may have.
According to on-scene coordinator Todd Richardson’s web
update March 16, a total of
990 drums have been emptied,
crushed and staged within the
drum area.
Contaminated soils and other
hazardous materials have been
mixed with solidifying agents,
sampled and staged for transportation to a landﬁll.
Ofﬁcials are still waiting for
results from water samples to
determine if any contaminants
have spread into the ground
water.

From left, Dr. Jennie Webb-Wright accepts a plaque from
Harvey Hinton and Betty Williams for the Tree of Remembrance at Rappahannock General Hospital. The mural
was painted in memory of Hinton’s late wife, Bonnie P.
Hinton.

Tree of Remembrance
spreads its branches
in Palliative Care Unit
Waterfowl
attractions
The 28th annual Rappahannock River Waterfowl
Show last Friday, Saturday and Sunday in White
Stone attracted some 92
artists and 3,000 visitors.
Thirty-eight carvers were
represented at the show
offering sculptures of
nearly every kind of waterfowl species, including
this shore bird by Vic and
Ellen Berg of Kitty Hawk,
N.C. They have displayed
in the show for the past
22 years. For the story
and more photos, see
page A15.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
amily members of the
late Bonnie P. Hinton
of Miskimon gathered
at Rappahannock General
Hospital’s 30th anniversary
celebration last Sunday
for a ﬁrst look at a Tree of
Remembrance in her honor.
The dogwood tree, with
ﬂowering blooms, a cardinal
and butterﬂy, is painted on
the wall entering the RGH
Palliative Care Unit. The
mural was completed last
week by artist Kathy Humphreys and is a fund-raising
tool for the unit.
Four-inch gold leaves
with a loved one’s name
may be purchased and hung
on the tree. Honored loved
ones are limited to those
who have used the palliative
care services, including the

F

RGH unit, Home Health or
Hospice.
The tree, which was paid
for by family and friends of
Hinton, was patterned after a
similar one on the wall at the
Medical College of Virginia’s
Palliative Care Unit.
Hinton lost a nearly twoyear battle with breast cancer
on November 29, 2005. She
was a patient in the palliative
care unit prior to her death.
Almost immediately after her
passing, Hinton’s ﬁrst cousin
and retired RGH surgical
nurse Betty Williams began
fund-raising efforts to have
the tree painted. A donation
in memory of Hinton was
also made to the Rappahannock General Hospital
Cancer Center.
About 20 of Hinton’s
(continued on page A15)
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The RFM Boat Shop opens
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville
Fishermen’s Museum. 4536629.
The RFM Modelers meet
at 10 a.m. at Reedville
Fishermen’s Museum. 4536529.
No-Name Needlers will
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art of
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
Al-ANON meets at 7 p.m. at
Riverside Warsaw Medical Arts
building in Warsaw.
An Alzheimer’s Support
Group will meet at
Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury at 10:30 a,m. 6959382.
A Cancer Support Group
will meet at Rappahannock
General Hospital at 3 p.m.
435-8593.
Norm Mosher will lead a
discussion on global warming
at the Pilot House Restaurant
in Topping. A $5 spaghetti
dinner will begin at 6 p.m. The
presentation will follow. To
attend, call 758-1585.
The Annual Spring Luncheon
of the Virginia Federation of
Republican Women of the First
Congressional District will be
held at Indian Creek Yacht and
Country Club. $25. 529-6420.
“Sip & Shop” will be
sponsored by the shops of
Irvington from 5 to 8 p.m.
Participating shops will
offer free wine tastings and
appetizers along with special
discounts.
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Friday

Bingo is played at the Upper
Lancaster Ruritan Center in
Lively at 5:45 p.m.
The Square Pegs will be
dancing at Fairfields United
Methodist Church in Burgess
beginning at 7 p.m. All
dancers and spectators are
welcome. 580-4009.
An Asian Dinner will be
served by the Lancaster
Middle School Red Devil
Singers at the LMS Cafeteria
from 5 to 7 p.m. Tickets can
be purchased at LMS for $7.
Children under 12 eat for
$3.50. Takeout is available
upon request. For tickets, call
Saragrace Hendren at 4351681.
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Saturday

Farmhouse Concerts will
open the 2007 season with a
set by Macon Gurley followed
by singer/songwriter Julie
Clark in the home of Mary
Beane in Miskimon at 5 and
7:30 p.m. $15. To reserve a
space, e-mail Farmhouse_
concerts@hotmail.com, or call
and leave a message at 7612891. Seating is limited. The
7:30 p.m. show is sold out.
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Decorating eggs

Members of White Stone United Methodist Church (above) prepare for a community Easter
egg hunt with White Stone Baptist Church on April 7 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Methodist Church.
Children 12 and younger are invited to participate in crafts, games, the Easter story, the egg hunt
and a visit from that “special bunny.” All children attending are asked to bring a basket for the
egg hunt.
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Saturday

“In Celebration of Spring”
will be presented by the
Northern Neck Orchestra at
7:30 p.m. at the Lancaster
Middle School Theater in
Kilmarnock. The concert
will include a violin solo by
Midgie Speight. $12 adults/$6
children. 436-9027.
A Hospice Support Service
Volunteer Training Class will
be held at the Warsaw Office
of Hospice Support Services
of the Northern Neck at 9:30
a.m. Lunch provided. 3330084.
A Spaghetti Dinner will be
served by the Bethany United
Methodist Church Harvest of
Hope Youth Team.
An Oyster Roast will be held
by The Northern Neck District
Boy Scouts at the Upper
Lancaster
Volunteer
Fire
Department Pavilion in Lively
from 2 to 5 p.m. $15. Fried
oysters,
steamed
oysters,
oyster stew, hot dogs, fried fish
and dessert. For tickets, call
Betty Bridgeman at 453-5806,
or Veolo Hutt at 443-4585.
Authors Angela L. Daniel
“Silver Star” and Dr. Linwood
“Little Bear” Custalow will
be signing their book, The
True Story of Pocahontas, The
Other Side of History, at Twice
Told Tales in Kilmarnock.
A
Commemoration
And
Birthday Celebration honoring
Congressman William Atkinson
Jones, author of the Philippine
Independence Bill of 1916 and
sponsored by the Philippine
Embassy, will be held at 11 a.m.
at St. John’s Church in Warsaw,
the site of the memorial to the
late congressman.
“Plants, Places and People:
The
Best
in
Virginia
Gardening” will be presented
at the White Stone Church
of the Nazarene Family Life
Center. The day-long seminar
is sponsored by the Northern
Neck Master Gardeners.$30.
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Saturday
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Monday

The Northumberland County
Woman’s Club will dine at the
Crow’s Nest in Warsaw. $25.
For reservations, call 4534473.

The Widowed Persons
Service for Lancaster and
Northumberland counties
holds its lunch brunch at
Great Fortune in Kilmarnock
immediately following church
services.
The Mid-County Volunteer
Rescue Squad Auxiliary will
serve a turkey dinner at 11:30
a.m. at the squad building
in Heathsville. Carry-outs
available. 580-8615.
An Open House will be held
at Sunrise Studio Gallery. An
open mike music session will
begin at 3 p.m. 435-2880.
The Northumberland
County Historical Society
will meet at 2:30 p.m. t the
Ball Memorial Library and
Museum in Heathsville. Guest
speaker James E. Wootton will
describe the Capital Square
Preservation Council project
expanding and updating
Virginia’s Capitol in Richmond,
designed by Thomas
Jefferson.
A Stuffed Baked Potato Lunch
will be served at noon at White
Stone United Methodist Church
to beneﬁt the Society of St.
Andrews, a feed the hungry
program. $6. For reservations,
call 435-3555.
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Rappahannock Women’s
Chorale will rehearse at 6:30
p.m. at Kilmarnock Baptist
Church choir room for the June
2 Heritage Concert. 435-6761.

A College Financial Aid
Session will be held at First
Baptist Church near Heathsville
at 6:30 p.m. 580-4912
“Presidents and First Ladies,
Dramatically speaking” will
be presented by dramatists
William and Sue Wills at 7 p.m.
at Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury. They will present
their interpretation of President
James and Dolley Madison.
Carolyn Kreiter-Foronda,
Virginia’s Poet Laureate, is
the featured speaker for the
Rappahannock Art League
membership meeting at 1
p.m., at the Studio Gallery
at 19 North Main Street in
Kilmarnock.
Game Day will be held by
the Northumberland Woman’s
Club at 11:30 a.m. Cards and
board games. 453-4473.
Duplicate Bridge will be
played at 1 p.m. at the
Woman’s Club of White Stone.
Men, women and newcomers
are invited. No reservations
are needed. 462-7605.

(continued on page A3)

Brass Polishing

of Williamsburg

Polishing Brass & Brass Beds
Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories
Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items
Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Health Insurance for Individuals and
Small Employer Groups (2-14)
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For more information pleae call:

For Grace Emilie Lewis

Michael
B. Callisplease call:
For more information
804-462-7631
Your Name Here
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Corrotoman Civic Center

8674
Mary Ball Rd. Lancaster, VA
123-456-7890
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Spaghetti Dinner 5:00 - 7:30
Gospel Sing 7:30 - 8:00
Dance 8:00 - til’
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www.mikecallisinsurance.com

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east of
State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of
Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
BRKIG (10/01)
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personal, health, life, commercial insurance

security
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Call 435-1701
to join the
Record’s Dining Guide
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ESSEX 5 CINEMAS
SAT., Aug 27

located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center,
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166
ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00
ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

*Now accepting
Visa,
Mastercard &
Discover*
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Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris • 757- 220-3466
Cell: 757-810-1677

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.
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No one under
17 admitted
to R Rated
ﬁlms without
parent or adult
accompaniment
- ID’s required

FRI MAR. 23

SAT MAR. 24

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG)
5:15, 7:20, 9:25
PRIDE (PG)
5:20, 7:30, 9:45
I THINK I LOVE MY WIFE (R)
5:30, 7:35, 9:35
DEAD SILENCE (R)
5:40, 7:40, 9:50
WILD HOGS (PG13)
4:50, 7:15, 9:40

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG)
1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:20, 9:25
PRIDE (PG)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30, 9:45
I THINK I LOVE MY WIFE (R)
1:25, 3:25, 5:30, 7:35, 9:35
DEAD SILENCE (R)
1:45, 3:40, 5:40, 7:40, 9:50
WILD HOGS (PG13)
2:15, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40

SUN MAR. 25

MON-THURS MAR. 26-29

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG)
1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:20
PRIDE (PG)
1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30
I THINK I LOVE MY WIFE (R)
1:25, 3:25, 5:30, 7:35
DEAD SILENCE (R)
1:45, 3:40, 5:40, 7:40
WILD HOGS (PG13)
2:15, 4:50, 7:15

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG)
7:20
PRIDE (PG)
7:30
I THINK I LOVE MY WIFE (R)
7:35
DEAD SILENCE (R)
7:40
WILD HOGS (PG13)
7:15

Monday

Lancaster County Democrats
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the
Bank of Lancaster northside
branch in Kilmarnock.
The Westmoreland
Democratic Committee will
meet Monday, March 26, at
6 p.m. at the AT Johnson
Building.

27

Tuesday

The Virginia Marine
Resources Commission
will meet at 9:30 a.m. at
2600 Washington Avenue
in Newport News. Public
hearings on new oyster
aquaculture regulations will
begin at noon.
Duplicate Bridge will
be played at 1 p.m. at
Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury. 435-3441.
The RFM Boat Shop opens
The Kilmarnock Garden Club
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville
will open its 40th anniversary
Fishermen’s Museum. 453season with “Breaking the
6629.
Code, Learning to Classify
The Kilmarnock & District
Daffodils.” The program will
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15
begin at 1 p.m. at Kilmarnock
p.m. at Campbell Memorial
Baptist Church,
Presbyterian Church in
The Tidewater Resource
Weems. 462-7125.
Conservation and
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at
Development Council will meet
Kilmarnock United Methodist
at 7 p.m. at the RC&D ofﬁce in
Church.
Tappahannock. 443-1118.
A Bridge Discussion Group Books Alive will meet at 7
will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the p.m. at the Northumberland
Woman’s Club of Lancaster’s Public Library in Heathsville.
clubhouse in Lancaster. $5. Author Susan Hirsch will
462-0742.
review her book, In the
“Bringing Up Boys,” a video
Moment of Greatest Calamity.
series by Dr. James Dobson
The EPA will conduct a
will be presented at 7 p.m. at
community briefing on the
the White Stone Church of the Puddingland Drum Dump
Nazarene Family Life Center at Site at 6:30 p.m. at Lancaster
57 Whisk Drive. Child care will HIgh School at 8815 Mary Ball
be provided. 435-9886.
Road in Lancaster.
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Tuesday
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28 Wednesday

The Rotary Breakfast Club
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
The Kiwanis Club meets
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church in
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for
Kilmarnock, Irvington and
White Stone meets at 12:30
p.m. at Rappahannock
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay
Tones meets at 2:30 p.m.
at St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church in Kilmarnock. 4385127.
The RFM Quilters meet
at 9:30 a.m. at Reedville
Fishermen’s Museum. 4536529.
The Lancaster Lions Club will
meet at 6:30 p.m. at Rose’s
Crab House in Kilmarnock.

29

Thursday

Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
Al-ANON meets at 7 p.m. at
Riverside Warsaw Medical Arts
building in Warsaw.
The RFM Boat Shop opens
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville
Fishermen’s Museum. 4536629.
The RFM Modelers meet
at 10 a.m. at Reedville
Fishermen’s Museum. 4536529.
No-Name Needlers will
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art of
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
The Board of Supervisors for
Lancaster County will meet
at 7 p.m. at the courthouse in
Lancaster.
Northumberland High School
will host its annual ninth-grade
transition night from 6 to 8 p.m.
for all current eighth-grade
students and their parents. A
free meal will be served. RSVP
by March 23. 580-5192, ext.
158.
A Red Hat Bingo Party will be
held by the Northumberland
County Woman’s Club . All red
hat groups are invited. Prizes.
For reservations, call 4534473.
(Submit calendar items to
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

Town
Bistro
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All area women are invited to
participate in The Rappahannock
Women’s Chorale Heritage Concert:
Best of Broadway Saturday, June 2,
at 3 and 8 p.m. at the White Stone
Church of the Nazarene Family Life
Center at 57 Whisk Drive near White
Stone.
Rehearsals will be Sunday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Kilmarnock Baptist Church choir
room.
Northumberland
Elementary
School music teacher Todd Barnes
will accompany the group which is
directed by Brenda Burtner.
Among the selections featured are
“America,” from Bernstein’s West
Side Story, “Everything’s Coming
Up Roses” from Gypsy, “Lullaby
of Broadway” from 42nd Street and
“Impossible Dream” from Man of
La Mancha.
The concert will be shared with
the Northern Neck Big Band.
For information, call 761-0748.

Arts festival
set May 12
in Urbanna
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“Art on the Half Shell” will be
held May 12 from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Urbanna.
This year marks the 7th anniversary of this ﬁne art and craft festival presented by The Middlesex
Art Guild.
Nearly 100 artists from Virginia
and elsewhere will exhibit artwork
in a variety of media. Colorful tents
along Rappahannock Avenue in
the heart of the village will beckon
several thousand expected visitors.
Demonstrating artists, performing artists, local artists, and
a children’s art workshop will be
featured. Middlesex County student artists will have an exhibit at
the Middlesex Woman’s Club on
Virginia Street, which will be open
during the entire weekend.
Other attractions will include the
Urbanna Farmers’ Market at Prince
Geroge and Virginia streets, and a
radio-controlled model sailboat
regatta at Upton’s Point Marina.
The races start at 10 a.m. and will
feature skipjacks and schooners.

Post 86 seeks
help marking
veterans’ graves
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The Northern Neck Orchestra
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American Legion Post 86 of
Kilmarnock will furnish small
(12”x18”) ﬂags to be placed upon
the graves of Lancaster’s deceased
veterans on Memorial Day and
later on Veterans Day.
The ﬂags can be reused, if
placed at the grave several days
before, removed after the holiday,
and subsequently stored carefully
for reuse, said grave ﬂag committee chairman Fred Ajootian.
“Our records list many of these
veterans, but are by no means
complete, or up to date,” said
Ajootian. “We solicit your help in
this program. If your church, or
organization, will compile a list,
and designate a person to place the
ﬂags, we will cooperate in any way
we can, and furnish the ﬂags, free
of charge.”
Post 86 would like to have a copy
of the lists of deceased veterans, so
that a ﬁle can be kept on all veterans buried in Lancaster County, he
said. To participate, call Ajootian
at 435-6305.
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Upcoming
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Chorale has
openings
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Opinion

Fiction or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.
As of Wednesday, according
to the calendar, spring is officially here.
We don’t need no stinking calendars to tell us when
spring is.
You know its spring around
the Northern Neck when:
• The rivernecks take the
camouflage netting off their
skiffs.
• The watermen toss their
crab pots overboard.
• The osprey return to the
creeks.
• The robins return to the
backyard.
• The snowbirds return to
their Northern Neck homes.
• The weekenders return to
their cottages.
• Traffic backs up in Kilmarnock.
• The Belle Isle State Park
campground re-opens.
• Kite displays clutter the
aisles.
• Bunnies appear in storefront window displays.
• Chocolate-covered marshmallow eggs invade the candy
shelf.
• Jelly beans replace conversation hearts.
• Nurseries push the annuals.
• Lawn and garden tractor
ads appear everywhere.
• Department stores stock
the new line of bathing suits.
• The cover comes off the
neighbor’s swimming pool.
• The crack of the bat echoes
from Dream Fields.
• The Northern Neck Orchestra comes out of hibernation.
• The days get longer.
• The nights get shorter.
• The wind has picked up.
• Its too warm for a coat and
too chilly for a sweater.
• Candidates start announcing their intentions to seek
election to political office in
the fall.
• Lenten services resume.
• School children start to get
antsy.
• College kids take off for
the beach.
• Dandelions pop up throughout the yard.
• Daffodils are in full
bloom.
• The sound of a rototiller
awakens us.
• Its time to hang the hammock.

Rappahannock
Record
Deadlines
Display advertising:
Monday at 5 p.m.
Classified advertising:
Tuesday at noon
News with photos and
for calendar listing:
Tuesday at 11 a.m.
All other news:
Tuesday at 2 p.m.

Excerpts

I

n the spring of 1988, I made a pilgrimage to
Lourdes, France, with other members of The
Order of Malta, most of them from New York.
We took a number of “malades” (French for “ill
people”) with us, and cared for them for a week.
The ﬁrst day there I found myself in a conversation with one of the most industrious workers in
the group. I thought I recognized him and when
he extended his hand with the words, “I’m Bowie
Kuhn,” I knew I was correct.
The pilgrimage became an annual event and
each year I looked forward to his company while
there. He was tall, about 6 feet 5 inches, wore steelrimmed glasses and was quite direct in his comments. When I met him, he was slightly past 60,
and in a sense, starting all over again.
As a young man of 42 he had landed one of the
most prestigious positions in American sport, that
of Commissioner of Baseball, a role he ﬁlled for
over 15 years, from 1969 to 1984, second in length
of tenure only to that of the ﬁrst commissioner,
Judge Kennesaw Mountain Landis.
No commissioner in the history of the game had
begun so lowly, for as a teenager growing up in his
native Washington, D.C., Bowie Kuhn operated the
scoreboard for the Washington Senators in the old
Grifﬁth Stadium. He seemed amused to be meeting
someone in the South of France who also was a
native of Washington. Those were the days when he
was a student at Theodore Roosevelt High School
on 13th Street. He was the youngest of three children, whose father, an immigrant from Bavaria,
worked for a fuel company. On his mother’s side,
he descended from governors and senators of
Maryland and from American frontier legend, Jim
Bowie, his namesake who perished at The Alamo
in 1836.
In Kuhn’s day, Roosevelt was a high performance school, from which he went on to Princeton
and then the University of Virginia Law School.
He was a surprise selection as commissioner of

by Henry Lane Hull

the national pastime and came into ofﬁce presiding over a sport which was radically different when
he left 15 years later. He liked to talk about thencurrent baseball news, such as when the Baltimore
Orioles were ever going to win a ﬁrst game in that
dreadful spring of 1988.
Given his height, Bowie Kuhn could not blend
into a crowd, but in those years when we used to
meet in France, his professional past was not his
focus. He was a person who genuinely delighted
in offering personal, hands-on care of the sick.
Watching him interrelate with the malades was an
intriguing experience, as I was certain that many of
his beneﬁciaries had no idea whatsoever as to who
he was, the fame that had surrounded him, or the
inﬂuence he had wielded in American sport.
To anyone not in the loop, he was simply a kind
and loving friend who found pleasure in comforting those afﬂicted, many of whom were in the ﬁnal
stages of grave illness.
We corresponded brieﬂy between pilgrimages,
and he sent me a card announcing that he and
Marvin Myerson were forming a new national law
ﬁrm, to be known as Myerson and Kuhn. Other
friends told me that he and Myerson hoped to build
it into the largest law ﬁrm in America.
All of that came crashing to a halt when Myerson
was charged with federal crimes and the ﬁrm dissolved. Bowie moved from New York to Florida,
where he spent the last several years of his life in
delicate health.
Last week he died in Jacksonville, his obituary
appearing in every major American newspaper.
When I read it, my ﬁrst reaction was that I hoped in
the long period of his own ﬁnal decline and passing, this good man received from others the same
love, kindness, goodwill and cheerfulness that I
had witnessed him dispense so freely and eagerly
to the poor and the sick those many years ago at
Lourdes. He deserved no less.
Bowie Kuhn, 1926 – March 15, 2007, R.I.P.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Robert J. Wittman
In an effort to keep readers up
to date on legislation that passed
this year which can affect our
daily lives, this week I will discuss new bills that deal with education.
Technical education programs
are very important to students and
businesses. A major change concerns the creation of a technical
education diploma. The legislation directs the Board of Education to establish the requirements
for such a diploma. The requirements will meet or exceed those
of a standard diploma and include
a concentration in career or technical education.
Another
important
issue
addressed this year is childhood
obesity. New legislation requires
the Superintendent of Public
Instruction and the State Health
Commissioner to work together
to combat childhood obesity and
other chronic health conditions
that affect school-aged children.
The legislation was signed into
law by Gov. Tim Kaine February
19.
The General Assembly also
passed legislation to create a
Two-Year College Transfer Grant
Program. This provides higher
education grants to Virginia
residents who have completed
an acceptable associate’s degree
program at a Virginia community
college and have been admitted to an accredited nonproﬁt
public or private institution of

higher learning. The award is for
$1,000 with an additional $1,000
per year for students pursuing
degrees in mathematics, engineering, nursing, teaching or science. There are certain eligibility
requirements.
Another new piece of legislation creates the Public Charter
School Fund to establish or support public charter schools in
the Commonwealth. The Board
of Education must establish the
criteria for making decisions on
who will receive money from the
fund.
There also were several bills
dealing with school buses and
the transport of students. One
allows localities to display decals
for a School Bus Safety Hotline.
Another bill allows, but does
not require, local school boards
to enter into agreements with
nonpublic schools in the school
division to provide student transportation to and from nonpublic
schools. This bill has yet to be
signed by the governor.
The General Assembly passed
legislation to require the Board
of Education to request a waiver
from the provisions of No Child
Left Behind that are ﬁscally and
programmatically burdensome
to school divisions and are not
instructionally sound or in the
best interest of the students.
I can be reached at 804493-0508, or via email at
delrwittman@house.state.va.us.

Letters to the Editor
Record
commended for
climate coverage
From Bud Ward,
White Stone

The Rappahannock Record is
to be highly commended for its
front-page piece on global warming/climate change and the headline emphasis that even “the little
things” are important in confronting the challenges posed.
At a time when major metropolitan daily newspapers are
facing profound ﬁnancial and
readership problems related in
part to competition from online
information sources, it is notable
that smaller community newspapers generally are continuing to
do well economically.
Serious coverage of an
extremely serious economic,
environmental, and societal issue
such as climate change attests to
the value of newspapers such as
the Record. It is especially valuable in “bringing home where
we live” the immediacy and
importance of this issue to our
community, which because of
its geography and proximity to
the Chesapeake Bay is especially
vulnerable to some of the adverse
impacts of climate change.
In highlighting the practical actions individuals can take,
the Record provided a particularly valuable service and sent
an important message: What we
as individuals do matters, and
matters a lot. The issue is indeed
global, but individuals acting
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on their own must be part of the
solution.
It might be worth pointing
out also a few additional steps
individuals in Lancaster County
can take: Make sure your elected
ofﬁcials know that you take this
issue seriously and that you
expect them to do so also.
In addition, with the new WalMart construction under way and
the company promising to confront the global warming challenge as the serious problem it
is, go beyond simply buying the
new compact ﬂourescent light
bulbs Wal-Mart promises to
promote, replacing our outdated
incandescent bulbs. That’s critical, but we must also insist that
the new Kilmarnock Wal-Mart
adhere to the strict “green building” standards that the company
promises will be a hallmark of
its expansion plans. I hope the
Record follows this closely.
The natural resource values of
the Northern Neck are too important for us to demand anything
less. I hope the Record will continue to devote frequent coverage
to the global warming issue given
its extraordinary implications for
all of us living here.

Fluorescent
bulbs may
pose problems
From Brian Tilbury,
Lottsburg

I read with interest the very
informative article on global
warming.
However, I do take issue with
the recommendation that everyone should change incandescent
light bulbs for compact ﬂuorescent bulbs. Unfortunately, these
bulbs, while energy efﬁcient,
create another environmental
problem. They contain mercury,
which is a very toxic and dangerous metal if permitted into
our ground water and run-off
courses.
So how do we dispose of these
burnt-out bulbs?
Nationwide, no trash collection agencies have facilities in
place to collect and dispose of
these bulbs in an environmentally safe manner.

Ordinance would
regulate sexually
oriented businesses
From Fabiola Gergerich,
Christchurch

I would like to clarify the King
George industrial zoning ordinance that addresses sexually
oriented businesses.
A common misconception
is that this ordinance attempts
to ban the content of certain
types of material. The ordinance
deﬁnes sexually oriented businesses and also puts restrictions
on their locations and hours of
operation.
“It is not the intent of this ordinance to suppress any speech
activities protected by the First
Amendment, but to enact a content-neutral ordinance which

addresses the secondary effects
of sexually oriented business,”
states the ordinance.
The U.S. Supreme Court in
two landmark decisions, Young
v. American Mini Theaters Inc.
(1976) and Renton v. Playtime
Inc. Theater Inc. (1986), concluded “...that municipalities
have a substantial interest in
protecting and preserving the
quality of life for its community against the adverse secondary effects of sexually oriented
businesses...”regardless of the
size of the community.
Land use studies from cities
around the United States were
cited in both U.S. Supreme Court
cases and clearly document
the harmful secondary effects
caused by sexually oriented businesses including increased crime
(rape, sexual assault, prostitution, illegal drug sales) and harm
to minors; decreased property
values, both residential and commercial; and urban blight, people
and businesses ﬂeeing the community.
This means that legislative
bodies, villages, cities, townships, counties, not only have the
right but have the duty to protect
their citizens from these harmful
secondary effects.
Such legislative protection can
be passed in the form of zoning
ordinances, licensing procedures,
permit requirements and operational regulations.
The U.S. Supreme Court has
stated that sexually oriented
businesses have to fend for themselves in the “public market
place” like any other business
when attempting to buy or lease
property. The courts have stated
that citizens do not have to sell
or lease to sexually oriented businesses just because their property
is zoned for adult use.
After zoning legislation has
been passed by elected ofﬁcials
and has become law, land owners
in the area zoned for sexually oriented businesses have the right to
place a deed restriction on their
property stating that their property could never be used for such
use.
Businesses that are in the
zoned areas where a sexually oriented business could open have
the right to re-negotiate their
lease agreements with their landlord stating that their contract
will be null and void if a sexually
oriented business opens on their
business property.
I hope this clariﬁes why local
ofﬁcials are being asked to take
some basic precaution such as
adopting King George’s zoning
ordinance or a similar one that
regulates sexually oriented businesses.
As our area continues to grow
and develop, ofﬁcials are asked
to look to the future of businesses
which will want to establish commerce here and be proactive by
heading off potential problems.
These basic precautions are
needed to make it extremely
unattractive for sexually oriented
businesses to open in a community. Unless a community has
zoning, licensing and regulations
in place, you are not protected

and a sexually oriented business
could open up anywhere in your
community where businesses
can locate—next to your child’s
school, your church or public
park. All Northern Neck citizens
are asked to show solidarity for
preserving our shared way of life
and to call your local ofﬁcials in
support of a zoning ordinance
regulating sexually oriented businesses.

tion a thoughtful documentary
produced by the BBC, “The
Great Global Warming Swindle.”
The documentary illustrates
quite well what happens to scientists that do not adhere to the
party line.
I am not a climatologist, but
an engineer who was trained by
the possibly greatest engineer
of our time, Admiral Hyman G.
Rickover, to get out all the facts,
assess them, and make a logical
decision. I do not see that proMystery solved
cess taking place in this debate.
From Ed Layman,
Logical thinking is being overKilmarnock
In reference to your Fiction or whelmed by emotion.
Fact column last week, the mystery has already been solved.
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Skeptical
of global warming
From Bob Kingsbury,
Ophelia

I noted with some concern
the article concerning the global
warming “crisis.” I caution readers to be skeptical of a theory that
is promoted with such missionary zeal by politicians and Hollywood elitists. All the facts are
not yet in and the role of man in
global warming is not universally
accepted by scientists.
Until the facts are in, we should
proceed cautiously in implementing policies that could have profound effects on our economy.
The unintended consequences
could be catastrophic.
For example, the outlawing
of DDT may have saved many
species of birds of prey from
extinction, but an unintended
consequence has been that
malaria, a mosquito-borne illness
that had been virtually eliminated
by DDT, now kills millions of
people in poor, developing countries every year.
Now, in the name of global
warming, we want to deny those
same people opportunities to
build power plants that could
help them build a decent economy and improve their miserable
health standards.
The problem with getting all
the facts out is that the scientists that doubt the claims that
man is responsible are keeping
silent because they have discovered that their research funding
will suddenly dry up if they are
heretical enough to challenge the
conventional wisdom.
I commend to readers’ atten-
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Letters to the Editor
Questioning
development
From Allen Curry,
Kilmarnock

Arthur Roberts (left) and Albert C. Pollard Jr. examine “Pollard
for Senate” signs donated by Bay Etching and Imprinting where
Roberts is president. The donation was made hours after Pollard
announced his decision to run for the District 28 seat made
vacant by the retirement of Sen. John H. Chichester. Pollard
previously represented District 99 in the House of Delegates.

Pollard to run for Senate
Albert C. Pollard Jr., a former
member of the House of Delegates, announced this week that
he is seeking the Democratic
nomination for the 28th Senatorial District which will be vacant
due to the pending retirement of
Sen. John H. Chichester.
“The spirit with which Sen.
Chichester led — that of policy
over partisanship — should be an
example to all who hold ofﬁce,
but sadly, it is not. I am running
for the State Senate to ensure
John Chichester’s legacy of moderate leadership survives and
thrives.
“While I still have signiﬁcant
commitments to my family and
my church, the decision to run is
made easier by the fact that my
former business partner recently
bought my shares in the small
manufacturing ﬁrm which we
helped grow,” Pollard said.
Pollard was ﬁrst elected in 1999
and represented the Republicanleaning 99th House of Delegates
district for three consecutive
terms. His core issues of environmental protection, health care
and education led him to receive
increasing margins of victory in
the second and third elections.
Pollard has been honored as a

“Legislator of the Year” by the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation and
a “Citizen of the Year” by the
Virginia Rural Healthcare Association.
He also has been honored to
speak to the Virginia Association of School Superintendents
because of his leadership role in
improving education by combating the bureaucratic and federally
intrusive No Child Left Behind
Act.
In addition to other duties,
Pollard manages property investments held by his company,
AM-PM LLC. His passion is
agriculture and he had thought he
would be farming in 2007 with
small scale, direct customer sales
of chicken, pork and beef.
“Mariah and I joke that we
spend all our time with hogs,
chickens, children and church,
but not in that order,” Pollard
said.
He and his wife, Mariah, are
residents of Mollusk and have
three young children, Mears,
Sarah Wells and Ap. He is on the
vestry and a lay reader at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Lancaster.
The campaign can be reached
at 462-5940, or at www.pollardforsenate.com.

Wittman won’t seek Senate post
Del. Rob Wittman last week
announced he will not seek election to the District 28 seat in
the Virginia Senate, vacated by
the retirement of Sen. John H.
Chichester.
“I would like to begin by
expressing my sincere gratitude
for all of the encouragement I
have received to run for senator

representing the 28th Senatorial
District,” said Del. Wittman.
“I sought the guidance of many
on this matter and in the end, my
family and I have decided that it
will be best for me to continue
my work in the 99th House of
Delegates District and focus on
my re-election bid,” concluded
Del. Wittman.

Democrats gathering Monday
The Lancaster County Democratic Committee will meet at
6:30 p.m. Monday, March 26, at
the Bank of Lancaster northside
branch in Kilmarnock.
The main presentation will
be a talk by retired Navy Captain Tom York on “Iraq—it’s
birth in 1919/20 and how it got
to be the country we invaded.”
York served many years in the
Middle East and has knowledge
of the region’s history, religion
and culture. His presentation
should provide an understanding of the Iraqi people and
some of the events which have
impacted the invasion, occupation and its aftermath.
Also on the agenda will be the

upcoming race just announced
by Albert Pollard for the 28th
Senatorial
District
being
vacated by Republican John
Chichester’s retirement. Chichester has long been a voice of
moderation in Virginia politics
and Pollard hopes to continue
that legacy. While a Delegate,
Pollard’s core issues were environmental protection, health
care and education, all major
concerns here on the Northern
Neck.
Anyone interested in participating in Lancaster County
Democratic Committee activities and who is seeking an
opportunity to talk politics and
share opinions is invited.

The Westmoreland Democratic
Committee will meet Monday,
March 26, at 6 p.m. at the AT
Johnson Building.
Anyone interested in running

for the Democratic nomination at
the May Caucus and those interested in helping to elect good
people to local ofﬁces or in joining the committee should attend.

Yesteryear in Lancaster
(A reprint from the March 22, 1907, issue of the Virginia Citizen).

Jamestown Exposition Note

President Roosevelt (Teddy) will go to the Jamestown Exposition
at the opening, April 26th, on the Mayﬂower or Dolphin.
The Exposition Committee have assigned a splendid location on
the waterfront, extension of Maryland Avenue and in front of the
Inside Inn, near the Pine Grove, to the Virginia Board of Fisheries
for their live and stuffed exhibit of Virginia’s ﬁsh, oysters, crabs,
game, tackle, boats.

Fish and Oyster Notes

The Virginia State Board of Fisheries have begun the work of an
exhibit at Jamestown Exposition.
The State Corporation Commission has granted a charter to the
American Oyster Industry, of Norfolk, Va.—A.O. Mauck, president;
H.R. Cook, secretary and treasurer; John Tabb, counsel. Capital
stock-Maximum $300,000; minimum $50,000. The object is the
oyster business.
Virginians should be proud to make an exhibit of their ﬁsh, oyster
and game products at the coming Jamestown Exposition. Persons
having curios or anything worth exhibiting will please address the
State Board of Fisheries, Irvington.
(Transcribed by Stephen Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Skip the Mail; Subcribe to the Record PDF version!
Go to RRecord.com or call 435-1701, Ext. 19.

In a recent meeting on developing land at 1064 Bluff Point Road
near Kilmarnock, it was said that
by connecting to or having a central sewage system the value of
one’s home would increase, but
the amount of out-of-pocket real
estate tax fees would decrease.
This did not sit well with me
so I called some other land/home
owners that live near recently
developed land and was told that
their real estate fees did decrease
the ﬁrst year, but then increased
again.
With a few dollars, a grubbing
hoe, a bush axe, relatives and
friends, we developed our property to where it is today. We are
proud of our accomplishment and
it has much sentimental value for
us. Our property has no monetary
value because we don’t ever plan
to sell it.
Now, come November each
year, we receive a slip of paper
from the county telling us that
the property does have a money
value. If you suddenly receive
a signiﬁcant increase on your
tax bill it means there have been
improvement(s) on or around it. It
seems that the bottom line is that
every time there is a development
on Bluff Point Road our real estate
tax will increase, and if a central
sewage system is developed, there
will be more development.
We are comfortable with individuals and couples relocating in
the area and developing as we did
45 years ago. Indian Creek water
is already polluted by other treatment systems and industrial business so we don’t need anymore
additives. Our telephone service
has been corrupt since Hurricane
Isabel so at this moment we won’t
discuss the disturbance of the
highway shoulder and its many
underground cables.
There is a possibility that new
folks would want an ordinance
against early morning, late night
lawn mowers, power saws, boats,
etc. and trash and garden burning,
or horse and livestock farms.
There is a possibility that the
development may not support
itself and the county may ask for
more taxes to support it.
If these things should happen,
our property might suddenly have
monetary value to us because we
feel the need to relocate, but our
“for sale” sign might sit because
we are unable to get the value of
our property.
For those concerned, missing
any of the relevant meetings may
not be in their favor. We need to
think long and hard before we say
yes to any development.

Stewards
of the land
From Myrna Acors,
Brookvale

At the planning commission
meeting at Lancaster courthouse
on Thursday night, March 15,
a man who came here 17 years
ago asked where our family came
from and how long we had been
here.
My son was born on Route
200 in 1960. My Ball ancestors
settled on Route 3 and 354 in
1650. The Lee line of my family
sent the ﬁrst ships to Jamestown
through the London Company in
May 13, 1607, bringing the ﬁrst
of the Kendall line of my family.
The Lee family purchased land
on Route 200 in 1638. Our family
still lives on the Ball property in
a house built by one of William
Ball’s descendants in 1832.
Our family originally purchased
the old Lancaster Rolling Mill on
Route 3 from the Carter family in
1843. It has had several owners
since then but my son is currently
its owner. Members of our family
have owned these properties for
over 300 years and my generation
intends to preserve the use and
value of our land for future generations.
The new taking by the planning
commission of one of the essential elements of land ownership—
the ability to use it for various
purposes, including the construction of a building—is similar to
the Bay Act, which prohibited
building within 100 feet of the
shoreline and which affected our
family’s property at Fleets Bay on
Dragonﬂy Point. If this overlay is
approved, my son and many other
similarly situated landowners will
have lost much of the value and
use of the land they own and pay
taxes on. Ironically, the setback
measured from Route 3 would
extend well into the Mill Pond
and make it impossible for him to
make any additions or improvements to the existing building.
A bit of history concerning
the mill: since the ﬁrst acre condemned making the Mill Pond,
six roads have run through that
property. The dam over which the
roadbed runs and which created
the original acre of submerged
land to provide the water pres-

sure to operate the mill has been
raised several times over the years
until now the county considers
the pond to cover about 88 acres.
When the dam eventually breaks
or is considered obsolete, the now
submerged land will become visible and return to the adjacent
owners whose property has been
ﬂooded. But the 250 to 400 feet
that we will lose the use of will
not likely ever be returned to us.
Finally, we expect that the
county will want to raise taxes to
make up for the lost revenue that
would have been generated by the
construction of buildings and the
commerce that will be lost as a
result of the overlay. Our family
alone would lose about 31 acres
of buildable land as a result.

Northumberland
needs a park
From Mac Smith,
fourth grade, Reedville

Is it hard to meet with friends
to play when you live in the
country?
Yes, and this is why Northumberland County needs a park.
I think we need more recreation in Northumberland. I have
a couple of friends and the only
things they do are play video
games and watch TV.
That’s another reason why
we need a park. Kids need to
play outside more so they don’t
become couch potatoes. We need
a park because kids could just go
there and play with other kids
and have a good time outside, not
inside playing video games that
rot their brains.
We could go on school ﬁeld
trips to the park and we wouldn’t
have to ride on the bus so long. If
the local government built a park,
we could add a nature center and
study animals and learn more
science. We could have a playground and a hiking and biking
trail, and a sports ﬁeld.
There would be many beneﬁts
to having a park in Northumberland County and I think we
should have one soon.

Setbacks are theft
From Kendall Acors,
Windmill Point

Imagine a knock at the door and
there stands a member of the local
government. He informs you that
your land is no longer approved
for building. But it’s not as bad
as it sounds because this applies
only to the ﬁrst 400 feet from the
highway. Anything in back of that
can be used with the usual regulations. Just build a 400-foot driveway to cross your newly restricted
land and carry on as normal. If
your land is on four lanes, then
the set back is only 250 feet and
even less if you’re within 2,000
feet of an incorporated town.
But wait, there must be something I can do to save my right
to build on my own land. After
all, I’m a responsible tax-paying
landowner.
No, there’s no remedy, unless
your land is completely consumed
by the set back in which case you
can ask permission to build with
the condition that you plant trees
and shrubbery so that the offensive home cannot be seen by passing motorists.
Are we really at the point that
the view of the motorist is more
important than the rights of the
landowner? The will of the many
sometimes outweighs the rights
of the few in a democracy.
Is this really about the view?
“We just don’t want Lancaster
to look like anywhere U.S.A.”
Don McCann III said.
“We all have to live with rules
that we don’t like,” said David
Jones.
“You should be willing to give
up something for the greater
good,” said some guy that wasn’t
giving up anything.
It began with a knock at the
door, but I didn’t even get that
courtesy. All of this and more
happened March 15 in the basement of Lancaster Court House
beginning at 7 p.m. The transcripts of the meeting won’t be
released until they have been read
and approved at the next meeting. I have not mentioned that
the above set-backs only apply to
Routes 3, 200 and 354, but if they
can do this, they can erode other
rights.
The planning commission
passed the regulations and sent
them to the Board of Supervisors
for approval. Don’t hold out much
hope from that quarter. “The
supervisors requested an 800-foot
set back,” David Jones said.
Contact your supervisors or
the county administrator and tell
them what you think. They are
there to serve you. Remind them
of that, if necessary.
Times have changed, but I
remember when if someone took
your watch or wallet or anything
else, it was called theft, and that
should also apply to property
rights, free will and self-determination. And right now I feel
someone’s hand in my pocket.

Remembering the Kilmarnock ﬁre
From Mary Lee Johnson
Kilmarnock

On the front page of the March 15 Rappahannock Record was a
question, “Do You Remember?” referring to the ﬁre of March 17,
1952, which destroyed most of downtown Kilmarnock.
My answer is yes, I remember that day. It was a bitter cold windy
Saint Patrick’s night. At 2 a.m. our next door neighbor, Mary Miller
Noblett Norris, called to tell us that the town was on ﬁre. Mary
Miller was the sister of George W. Noblett Jr., and the wife of Hugh
Norris, a town grocery store proprietor, and the daughter of George
W. Noblett Sr., who once also had a grocery store at the corner of
Main Street and Irvington Road.
This alarming message promoted an immediate reaction by my
husband, Warren Johnson, and his partner, William Benson, who
operated a business in town. Our neighbor, Bill Lee, operated a
restaurant known at that time as Central Lunch. Today the restaurant
is known as Lee’s. The reaction to this news sent these men along
with Hugh Norris scurrying to Main Street to watch the devastation.
Much of Main Street suffered total destruction. Thankfully, the
businesses of Johnson, Benson, Lee and Norris were not damaged.
To this day, I remember going uptown early on the morning of
March 18, 1952, to witness the unbelievable destruction. Many area
people came to Kilmarnock early that day to see the effects of the
ﬁre. I still have a mental picture of this catastrophy.
As I remember Kilmarnock before the ﬁre, I remember the Hazel
Hotel, named for the proprietor’s daughter, Hazel Brent. The Hazel
Building housed a large auditorium, hotel accommodations, a pharmacy and a clothing store. Across from the Hazel building there
were general merchandise stores, a hardware store, a soda shop and
other businesses.
Yes, I remember March 17, 1952, and its effects on those who
were involved, the residents of our town who shopped locally and
those residents who frequented downtown.
There is a song, “I Remember One September Afternoon,” which
has a catchy, singable melody. I remember that March morning
when that tremendous ﬁre made an indelible mark on the town and
its residents.

Attending Reagan Day Dinner

Participating in the March 18 Reagan Day Dinner at the Indian
Creek Yacht and Country Club were (from left) Del. Scott Lingamfelter, Rep. Tom Davis, Lancaster County Republican chairman Joan Blackstone, Del. Rob Wittman, Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling
and Republican Party of Virginia communications director
Shaun Kenney.
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Dinner Theater
Musicals
Cabarets
Radio Theater
Concerts
Auditions

���������

�������
present

��������������
Fri. April 20 • 7:30 p.m.
Sat. April 21 • 7:30 p.m.
Sun. April 22 • 4:30 p.m.
Featuring one-act
sketches interspersed
with musical numbers!

804-435-3776
Directions: West at the light in White Stone,
playhouse 1/2 block on right.
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Engagements

Justin Lee Barrack
and Whitney Victoria Gamble

GambleBarrack
Mr. Donald Gamble Sr. and
Mrs. Nancy Bralley of Bland
announce the engagement of
their daughter, Whitney Victoria
Gamble, to Justin Lee Barrack,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Barrack Sr. of Farnham.
The bride-to-be is the granddaughter of Mrs. Agnes Strock of
Bland, Mr. and Mrs. S.D. Gamble
of Wytheville, and the late Mr.
W.S. Strock.
The prospective groom is the
grandson of Mrs. Margaret Beasley Thomas of Farnham, the late
Mr. E.W. Beasley Sr. and the late
Mr. and Mrs. Claude W. Barrack
Sr.
Miss Gamble graduated with
a ﬁnance degree from Virginia
Tech in 2001 and is employed
with Northern Neck State Bank.
Barrack graduated from the
Virginia State Police Academy in
2004 and is a State Trooper in the
Northern Neck. The couple plan
to reside in Farnham.
A May wedding is planned.

Gary J. Brittain and
Cynthia T. Dunaway

DunawayBrittain
Mr. and Mrs. Cosby E. Dunaway of Weems announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Cynthia T. Dunaway of Richmond, to Gary J. Brittain of Richmond, son of Larry J. Brittain of
Harkers Island, N.C., and Carole
T. Brittain of Burlington, N.C.
The bride-to-be graduated
from Averett University with a
master’s in business administration. She is employed with the
Virginia Retirement System as
a retiree support/contact center
technical supervisor.
The prospective groom owns
Dominion Photography in Richmond and specializes in wedding
photography.
Mr. Brittain proposed to Miss
Dunaway during a timeout at
a VCU basketball game at the
Stuart C. Seigel Center in Richmond.
A September 23 wedding is
planned.

Thomas Aaron Stolﬁ and
Ashley Dawn Cockrell

Cockrell-Stolﬁ
Mr. and Mrs. Edward D. Cockrell Jr. of Burgess announce the
engagement of their daughter, Ashley Dawn Cockrell, to
Thomas Aaron Stolﬁ, son of
Dr. and Mrs. Alfred D. Hurt Jr.
of Reedville and Mr. and Mrs.
Domenic W. Stolﬁ of St. Stephens Church.
Miss Cockrell’s maternal
grandparents are Mrs. Audrey H.
Thomas of Warsaw and the late
Kermit P. Thomas Sr., and Mrs.
Hettie A. Hughlett of Ditchley
and the late Walter M. “Buddy”
Hughlett. Her paternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Edward D.
Cockrell Sr. of Burgess.
The prospective groom’s
maternal grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. John R. Cornwell of
Callao. His paternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas
Stolﬁ of St. Stephen’s Church.
Miss Cockrell is a 2002 graduate of Northumberland High
School. Mr. Stolﬁ is a 1999 graduate of Northumberland High
School.
The couple will be married
April 21 at Fairﬁelds Baptist
Church in Burgess.

High rollers
to return
for annual
Casino Night
The Mathews County Boys
and Girls Club will hold its 10th
annual Casino Night fund-raiser
April 21 at the Piankatank Ruritan Club building.
The cocktail and social hour
will begin at 6:30 p.m. with
gaming to start at 7 p.m. and continue until 10:30 p.m.
Tickets are $25 per person and
includes free hors d’oeurves provided by the Seabreeze Restaurant and the Mathews Lions Club.
A silent auction and a 50/50 rafﬂe
also will be held. Door prizes will
be drawn throughout the evening
and a grand prize drawing will be
held following gaming.
Although play money will be
used for all gaming with no prize
or cash beneﬁts, attendees must
be 21 years of age.
Tickets may be purchased at
the door the evening of the event
or can be purchased in advance
at the Seabreeze Restaurant in
Gwynn’s Island, the Mathews Vet
Services, from SBH Construction Co. and the Mathews Boys
and Girls Club.

Tony T. Young and
Lauren Dawn Brown

Brown-Young
Matthew Lee Abbott and Latine
Jessiah Bowman announce the
engagement of their mother,
Lauren Dawn Brown, to Tony T.
Young.
The intended bride is a 2001
graduate of Lancaster High
School and is employed at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury
as a certiﬁed nursing assistant.
The prospective groom is a
1996 graduate of Gloucester High
School and is a self-employed
contractor.
A May 12 wedding is planned.
The couple will reside in Lancaster.

Local News
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Swift have
returned to their home on Indian
Creek Estates after vacationing
in Philadelphia, Pa., where they
attended the Flower Show and
the King Tut exhibit, then to
Mystic Seaport, Conn.
Gordan and Martha Sheridan
of Prentice Creek entertained
at a St. Patrick’s Day luncheon
to honor the birthday of her
mother, Mrs. Mike Fisher, of the
Mayfair House. Guests included
Martha’s brother-in-law and
sister, Grayson and Suzanne
Mattingly of Irvington, cousins Peter and Vicki Michael, of
Frederick, Md., Jackie Brown of
Irvington and Jean Dize of Prentice Creek.
Recent weekend guests of
Mrs. Anna Jo Sanders were her
daughters, Mrs. Peggy Jo Conner
of Montpelier and Mrs. Donna
Slade of Wake Forest, N.C.
Lester Brent and Eddie
Bosher hosted 20 men at the
Bluff Point Men’s Breakfast on
Sunday morning.
Misses Jessie and Lauren
Crockett of Virginia Tech spent
the weekend with their parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Crockett,
in Irvington.
Mrs. Joyce Janz and daughter-in-law, Mrs. Betty Janz, of
Virginia Beach, were here on
Sunday for the funeral of Mrs.
Mary S. Pope of Natty Point

Del. Wittman calls meeting
on broadband budget initiative
The 2007 General Assembly
approved $1.6 million for broadband engineering and planning
for the Northern Neck, Middle
Peninsula and Eastern Shore.
This proposal was contained
in the previous budget and was
ﬁnally included in the last year
of the 2006-08 budget biennium.
These dollars will allow for the
engineering of ﬁber optic cable
installation in the Northern Neck.
This budget initiative was championed by Del. Rob Wittman in
the 2006 and 2007 sessions.
In the interest of quickly
moving the project ahead, Del.
Wittman organized a public
information session April 17 at
9:30 a.m. at the Northern Neck
Electric Co-op Headquarters at
85 St. Johns Street in Warsaw.
The session will include local
governments, current communications providers in the Northern
Neck and the public. The focus
will be on deﬁning how the project will be designed and completed, the needs of the Northern
Neck and the steps to put the
engineering plan into place for
ﬁber optic cable installation and
broadband service provision.
This effort is very similar to the
Rural Electriﬁcation Act of 1936
which spawned electric cooperatives to meet rural needs when
only 10 percent of rural dwellers
had electricity.
“The provision of broadband
and high speed internet access
throughout the Northern Neck
is critical to the future of our
region,” said Del. Wittman. “In
order to assure the long-term economic health of our area where

Gov. Kaine declares April 17
Virginia Advance Directives Day
On April 17, Virginia Advance
Directives Day, the health care
and legal communities of Virginia will again participate in an
initiative to raise public awareness to plan ahead for health
care decisions related to end-oflife-care and medical decisionmaking when patients are unable
to speak for themselves.
Advance Directives include
living wills and the designation
of a health care agent to communicate important health care
decisions.
On Virginia Advance Directives Day, hospitals, nursing
homes, assisted living facilities,
hospices, continuing care retirement communities and physicians
throughout Virginia will provide the public with educational
materials and free forms to urge
Virginians to communicate their
health care decisions in writing.
Local participants include Rappahannock General Hosptial in
Kilmarnock and Rappahannock
Westminster-Canterbury
near
Irvington and Riverside Walter
Reed Hospital in Gloucester.
On April 17, citizens are urged
to go to their local hospitals

Lane.
Miss Margaret Bellows of
Clemson College, Clemson,
S.C., is spending this week with
her grandmother, Mrs. Shirley
Bellows.
Gwen Keane and Bill Balderston have returned from a
weekend in Norfolk where they
attended the Virginia Opera.
Mr. and Mrs. Mitch Forrester
have returned after spending
several days in Rocky Mount,
N.C., with their son and his
family, Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Forrester, Caroline and Henry.
They enjoyed celebrating Henry’s 4th birthday at a gathering
at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Hassel Weeks.
Kevin and Donna Kidwell
of Asheboro, N.C., spent the
weekend with his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Ed Kidwell. While
here, they enjoyed the Waterfowl Show in White Stone.
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Lee of Harrisonburg were here on Monday
and Tuesday to attend the
funeral of Mrs. Mary Latane
Tadlock.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Lee
have returned home from a
skiing holiday in Vail and Beaver
Creek, Colorado. During part
of the trip they were joined by
their son, David M. Lee, who is
currently residing in Salt Lake
City, Utah.

between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. to
obtain free forms and information, get answers to their questions about Advance Directives,
and obtain assistance in executing an Advance Directive.
The Virginia Advance Directives Day Web page, www.vsb.
org/sections/hl/advancedirectivesday2007.html, lists related
events at facilities throughout
the Commonwealth and contains
free forms, educational information and a variety of links.
Virginia Advance Directives
Day is the result of a collaboration of the Health Law Section
of the Virginia State Bar, the
Virginia Hospital & Healthcare
Association, the Virginia Health
Care Association, the Virginia
Association of Nonproﬁt Homes
for the Aging, the Virginia Association for Hospices, The Medical
Society of Virginia, the Richmond Academy of Medicine, the
Virginia Bar Association Health
Law Section, the Senior Lawyers
Conference of the Virginia State
Bar, the Trusts and Estates Section of the Virginia State Bar and
the Virginia Department for the
Aging.
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we create and sustain jobs that ﬁt
into the vision of our future and
generate additional educational
opportunities and enhanced medical care, we must have access
to high speed internet. This will
ensure that we meet the needs
of our citizens while preserving
what makes the Northern Neck
special.”

Faucets: Kitchen, Bathroom, Shower-Kohler, Moen, Delta, Grohe,
Barclay; Kitchen/Bath Accessories: Kohler, Moen, Grohe, Barclay,
Ginger, Delta; Toilets: Kohler, Toto; Sinks: Kohler, Moenstone,
Swanstone, Oliveri, Kindred, Elkay, Barclay, Palette; Tub/Showers:
Kohler, Maax/Aker, Lasco, Swanstone, Toto, Jacuzzi; Countertops:
Granite, Silestone, Cambria, Zodiaq, Corian, Wilsonart, Gibraltor, Earthstone, Swanstone Wilsonart, Formica Lamtech, Palette,
Marblux; Cabinets: Merillat Classic/Masterpiece, Aristokraft, Palette, Vanity Combinations; Cabinet Hardware: Liberty, Berenson,
Merillat, Aristokraft; Faucets: Kitchen, Bathroom, Shower-Kohler,
Moen, Delta, Grohe, Barclay; Kitchen/Bath Accessories: Kohler,
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THE QUALITY CLOTHING STORE
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THE RECORD
ONLINE

Open Daily 9-5:30 • Sat. 9-5
Main St., Downtown Kilmarnock • 435-1212, 435-2350

www.rrecord.com
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Big Yard Sale
Under the Carport !
Saturday, March 24 • 9-5

Clearance on many items!
349 Chesapeake Drive •White Stone • 804-436-9339
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. • Kilmarnock, VA • 435-1783
The Northern Neck Orchestra

Orchestra to usher in spring
No matter what the weather
forecast, when conductor Guy
Hayden brings down his baton
at the Lancaster Middle School
Theater Saturday night, spring
will be in the air in Kilmarnock.
From 7:30 to 9 p.m., the auditorium will resonate with the sound
of popular classical music as the
Northern Neck Orchestra presents
“In Celebration of Spring.”
The program will open with
Ludwig van Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6 in F major, “The
Pastoral.”
When ﬁrst performed in 1808,
it was labeled “Recollections
of Country Life.” Beethoven, a

lover of nature, musically portrays a day in the country, from
the joyous feelings of arriving
to a peaceful scene by a brook
(listen for the bird calls), happy
peasants gathering, a violent
storm, and, ﬁnally, a shepherd’s
happy song of thanksgiving.
After an intermission, the
orchestra will perform Concerto
No. 1 in E major, “La Primavera” (Spring) by Antonio Vivaldi. Midgie Speight is the violin
soloist in this ﬁrst of a set of four
violin concertos celebrating the
seasons. The sonnet written by
the composer to accompany this
piece makes use of lavish spring

imagery: singing birds, gentle
breezes, lightning and thunder,
meadow and goatherd, and dancing nymphs and shepherds.
Next, the woodwind and brass
sections return to the stage
for “The Walk to the Paradise
Garden,” an intermezzo from
the opera “A Village Romeo and
Juliet” by Frederick Delius. In
this version of the familiar love
story, the feuding families live in
the Swiss Alps. During this interlude, the lovers are walking to a
village inn.
“Siegfried’s Rheinfahrt,” or
“Siegfried’s Rhine Journey,”
comes from Richard Wagner’s

ﬁnal Ring opera, “The Twilight
of the Gods.” The piece begins
at dawn after Siegfried and
Brunhilde have spent the night
together in a cave. Siegfried
descends into the Rhine Valley
and journeys down the river
towards his destiny. Wagner uses
musical motives to remind listeners of episodes from the previous
Ring operas.
Tickets for this weekend’s
concert are $12 for adults and
$6 for children. Advance tickets
are available at the Kilmarnock
Antique Gallery, Twice Told
Tales and the White Stone Pharmacy, or by calling 436-9027.

Bethany United Methodist
Church’s Harvest of Hope Youth
Team is selling tickets for a spaghetti dinner March 24 to raise
funds for a mission trip to the
eastern shore, where they will
glean potatoes to help feed the
hungry. The tickets can be purchased at the weekly Wednesday
night dinners that the church
holds from from 5 to 7 p.m.

■ Variety show

The Lancaster Players have
been absent from the Playhouse in White Stone for a year.
Now, however, reorganized and
refreshed, the Players are preparing to mount the ﬁrst production
under new leadership.
A variety show, with evening
performances will be offered
April 20 and 21, and a matinee
on April 22. These performances
will present programs of dramatic
sketches intermixed with musical
numbers. Light refreshments will
be served and beverages will be
available.

■ Yard sale

The Bethel-Emmanuel United
Methodist Men will hold a yard
sale March 31 from 7 a.m. to
noon at their building on Route
201 south of Lively.
Furniture, appliances, electronics, household items, sporting goods, exercise equipment,
tools, linens, books, pictures,
frames and baked goods will be
on sale.

■ Kick Butts

On March 29, the Citizens
United 4 Youth Development Prevention Alliance under the Rural
Virginia United Coalition will
join with The Upper Deck Restaurant in Mollusk to host a
Kick Butts Day. The restaurant’s
new owner, Ron Edwards, has
agreed to have a smoke-free
environment for his customers
young and old.

■ Cotillion

Holley Graded School Inc.
will sponsor the 2007 Debutante Cotillion April 7 at 5 p.m.
at Norhumberland Elementary
■ Fellowship dinner
School. Tickets are available from
The Women’s Ministry of any member of Holley Graded
Sharon Baptist Church in Weems School, or by calling chairperson
will host a fellowship dinner at Gail Haynie at 453-9699.
the home of Sharron Jones at 113
Gaskins Road in Weems on Sat- ■ Farmhouse concert
urday, March 31, starting at 11
Farmhouse Concerts on Sata.m.
urday, March 24, will open the
The pigs feet dinner is $8 and 2007 season with a set by Macon
the baked or fried chicken dinner Gurley followed by singer/songis $7. Call 438-6347 to order writer Julie Clark.This perforin advance, or request delivery. mance will be held in the home
The hot home-cooked dinners of Mary Beane in Miskimon
will include a healthy portion of at 5 and 7:30 p.m. Dessert and
meat, two vegetables with roll or coffee will be served at intermissliced bread and a dessert.
sion and the artists’ CDs will be
on sale. There is a $15 donation
■ Shallop stop
per person. All proceeds go to the
The Town of Colonial Beach musician(s).
is one of 20 landing sites for a
To reserve a space, e-mail
121-day re-enactment of Capt. Farmhouse_concerts@hotmail.
John Smith’s Sultana explora- com, or call and leave a message
tion of the Chesapeake Bay at 761-2891. Seating is limited.
and its tributaries.
The 7:30 p.m. show is sold out.
On June 16, a 28-foot replica of John Smith’s shallop ■ Oyster roast
will lay anchor for public
The Northern Neck District Boy
viewing at the Colonial Beach Scouts will sponsor their annual
waterfront. After staying the Oyster Roast March 24 at the
night in conjunction with the Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire
annual Potomac River Festi- Department Pavilion in Lively from
val, enactors will paddle and 2 to 5 p.m.
sail up the Potomac to Mount
The fee is $15 per person. The
Vernon, Alexandria and Wash- menu includes fried oysters, steamed
ington, D.C.
oysters, oyster stew, hot dogs, fried
ﬁsh and dessert. For tickets, call
■ Hospice training
Betty Bridgeman at 453-5806, or
A hospice support service vol- Veolo Hutt at 443-4585.
unteer training class will be held
at the Warsaw Ofﬁce of Hospice ■ Relay bake sale
Support Services of the Northern
A bake sale to beneﬁt Relay
Neck March 24 and 31 at 9:30 for Life/American Cancer Socia.m.
ety will be held April 6 at ChesaLunch will be provided. To peake Bank on Main Street in
register, call 333-0084.
Kilmarnock, beginning at 9 a.m.

■ Asian dinner

The Lancaster Middle School
Red Devil Singers will host an
Asian food dinner at the LMS
Cafeteria March 23 from 5 to
7 p.m. Main menu items will be
donated by area restaurants. The
menu includes fried rice, spring
rolls, noodles, pad Thai, iced tea,
and non-Asian brownies.
Proceeds will go to a chorus
trip to Musicale Festival and
Busch Gardens in Williamsburg
in May. Tickets can be purchased
at LMS for $7. Children under 12
eat for $3.50. Takeout is available
upon request. For tickets, call
Saragrace Hendren at 435-1681.

■ Chicken lunch

The EVB Rays of Hope Relay
for Life team will sponsor a fried
chicken lunch April 1 from noon
to 3 p.m. at Newsome’s Restaurant on Route 200 in Burgess.
Proceeds will beneﬁt the Lancaster/Northumberland Chapter
of the American Cancer Society.
Lunch will include fried
chicken, green beans, boiled
potatoes, roll, dessert and beverage. Tickets are $10 for adults,
$6 for children ages 5 to 12, and
children under the age of 5 eat
free. Advance tickets are available at Kilmarnock, Burgess,
Heathsville, and Callao branches
of EVB and Newsome’s Restaurant. Carry-out is available.

■ Singing again

The Community Singers are
preparing for a spring concert.
Interested singers may attend
rehearsals Sundays from 7 to
8:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
at Fairﬁelds United Methodist
Church in Burgess.
The spring program will
include a cantata, “The Night
Before Easter,” written by Mosie
Lister. The cantata includes fourpart arrangements of traditional
seasonal favorites as well as several original compositions. The
group is directed by Carolyn Jett
and accompanied by Madelene
Kuykendall.

■ Fashion lunch

The Woman’s Club of Northumberland County will hold
its annual spring fashion show
at Tommy’s Restaurant in Reedville April 10. The luncheon and
fashion show are $22 per person.
Reserve tickets by calling Susan
Payne at 580-7444.

■ Give blood

The Northumberland County
Chapter of the American Red
Cross will conduct a blood drive
April 10 from 12:30 to 6:30
p.m. at St. Stephen’s Church in
Heathsville.

St. John’s Church to host
Jones Memorial reception
A program on Saturday,
March 24, will offer the opportunity to visit the Memorial to Congressman William
Atkinson Jones, author of the
Philippine Independence Bill
of 1916, and to celebrate his
birthday.
Jones was born in Warsaw on
March 21, 1849, and served as
a VMI Cadet in the final Battle
of Richmond before practicing law, serving as Commonwealth’s attorney and as a
congressman from Virginia’s
First District from 1890 until
his death in 1918.
To begin at 11 a.m. at St.

John’s Church in Warsaw, the
program will include members
of the Philippine Embassy,
Philippine-American
Organizations and area officials
involved in the efforts to
restore the Jones memorial
which stands in St. John’s
Churchyard.
Jones wrote the Philippine
Independence Bill of 1916
which guaranteed Philippine
Independence following the
Spanish-American War.
In 1926, the Philippine
people presented the memorial to the people of Virginia
as a gift in appreciation of the

congressman’s efforts on their
behalf.
A special guest at Saturday’s
event will be the conservator
who will oversee the repair and
restoration of the memorial.
Work is scheduled to begin this
spring.
Following the program, the
Richmond County Museum
will host an informal reception in the T. Dabney Wellford
Parish Hall at St. John’s.
The museum features an
ongoing Jones Exhibit, which
will be open at the museum
following the reception.

��������������������

Thinking about Cruising?
Join Us for An Escorted**

New England & Canada Cruise

Area Events
■ Mission dinner
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September 29, 2007 • Crown Princess
8 Days Round-trip New York City
■ Raising boys

A “Bringing Up Boys” seminar
is under way on Tuesday nights
at the White Stone Church of the
Nazerene Family Life Center at
57 Whisk Drive. The video series
produced by Dr. James Dobson
is presented at 7 p.m. by Jack
Watsen. Child care is provided.
The series explores the challenges of raising boys and is beneﬁcial to parents, grandparents,
teachers, coaches, and others
who work with boys of all ages.
For more information, call 4359886.

New York City, NY • Halifax, Nova Scotia • Saint John, New
Brunswick • Bar Harbor, ME • Boston, MA • Newport, RI
Visit New England and Eastern Canada's most scenic
ports of call. From your ship's balcony, relax
Balcony Cabin
and enjoy the spectacular views everywhere
you look. And you'll soon realize this
$
*
experience can only happen along the
from
from
stunning coasts of Canada and New England!

1,615

For more information, call

(804) 435.2666

www.citravel.com • kilmarnock@citravel.com
*Rates are per person, double occupancy, subject to change, availability and restrictions. Gov’t/fees taxes included.
Ships’ Registry: Bermuda. $250 per person deposit is required..** Escort based on a minimum of 16 passengers.

■ Climate change

Participants in the Great Decisions Program have elected to
hold an extra session on climate
change Friday, March 23, at the
Deltaville Library at 10:30 a.m.
Norm Mosher will be the presenter.

■ ‘Baking for Books’

For the 23rd year, Friends
of Deltaville Library will
be “Baking for Books.” The sale
will be held April 7 from 9 a.m. to
noon at Philippi Christian Church
on Route 33 in Deltaville.
The collecting and storing of
baked goods will take place in
the fellowship hall of Philippi on
Friday, April 6, from 3 to 5 p.m.
Late baked goods will be accepted
from 8 to 8:30 a.m. on April 7.

■ Bake sale

The Mid-County Volunteer
Rescue Squad Auxiliary will
hold a bake sale April 6 at the
EVB parking lot in Heathsville,
beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Everything for Your Lawn & Garden

Lawn & Garden Supplies · Wildlife Food & Supplies · Erosion & Drainage Products
PVC Pipe & Fittings · Concrete Supplies · Grass Seed & Fertilizers

Featured Plant
of the Week

Azalea

20% off
all
Bird
Feeders
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161 Technology Park Drive · Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
(Off Harris Road between Route 3 and DMV Drive)
435-7777· Toll-free 800-448-4505

www.geoproductsllc.com · While Supplies Last
PRICES EFFECTIVE THROUGH APRIL 4, 2007

newspapers or from other politicians of that era are exactly
what people are saying today.”
Part of the RW-C’s Bazaar
Performance Series, the program is free.

State computer chief
to speak at Viewpoints
As chief information ofﬁcer of
the Commonwealth of Virginia,
Lemuel C. Stewart Jr. is the
senior executive who oversees
all aspects of computers, systems
and information technologies
involved in state government. He
will speak at Viewpoints at Rappahannock Westminster-Cantebury April 2 at 11 a.m.
Stewart assumed the ﬁve-year
position in February 2002 and
has brought accolades to Virginia for streamlining processes,
integrating 90 agency systems,
effecting cost efﬁciencies, standardizing and leveraging infrastructure and improving service
delivery to citizens. He leads the
Virginia Information Technologies Agency.
He has led Virginia into a 10-

year, $2 billion outsourcing partnership with Northrop Grumman
that will modernize Virginia’s
information technologies and
bring more than 1,000 new hightech jobs and a $220 million capital investment to Virginia.
Stewart was named one of government technology magazine’s
“Top 25 Doers, Dreamers and
Drivers” among chief information ofﬁcers nationwide, and
has been featured in Governing, Information Week, Government Computer News and on the
cover of Public CIO magazine in
December.
Stewart has spent 30 years in
the information technology industry, including previous service to
the Commonwealth. An entrepreneur, he was president and

founder of Executive Partners,
a technology consulting company; president of the healthcare
services division of QuadraMed
Corporation, a publicly traded
healthcare technology services
company; president of Health
Communications Services Inc.,
an international healthcare IT
services company; and president
and founder of Information Technology Solutions, consultants.
He earned a bachelor’s in business administration from East
Tennessee State University. A
ﬁsherman, sailor and gardener,
he lives in Weems on the Corrotoman River with his wife of 30
years, Pat Burgess.
His presentation and a buffet luncheon to follow are free. Reservations are required; call 438-4000.

Books Alive to feature local
author of book on terrorism
Justice in the wake of terrorism is the theme of the book
In the Moment of Greatest
Calamity to be reviewed by
author Susan Hirsch for the
Books Alive program, Tuesday,
March 27, at 7 p.m. at the Northumberland Public Library in
Heathsville.
Hirsch is associate professor at the Institute for Conﬂict Analysis and Resolution
(ICAR) at George Mason
University and director of the
institute’s undergraduate program. her book, sub-titled Terrorism, Grief, and a Victim’s
Quest for Justice, is the result
of her personal experiences

from a 1998 terrorist bombing of a U.S. embassy in Africa
and the subsequent trial of four
defendants.
She and her husband, Abdulrahman Abdullah, were on an
errand at the U.S. embassy in
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, when
the bombing occurred, killing
her husband. As a bombing
victim, Hirsch began attending the trial in New York City
in January 2001. Over the next
six months, she came to study
the trial as a legal anthropologist.
The book, which was published in 2006, highlights the
difﬁculties experienced by

a terror victim who opposes
the death penalty, yet seeks to
participate in a capital trial.
As a result of this experience,
Hirsch’s research interests and
public speaking topics include
controversies over Islamic law
in the post-9/11 era, the politics of capital punishment and
victim’s rights, debates over
justice in the current war on
terror, and the new forms of
global justice, such as the
International Criminal Court.
The Books Alive program
is sponsored by the Friends of
the Library. Admission to the
review is free and refreshments
will be served.

Jewelry - Gift Certiﬁcates Available.
We are committed to providing trendy, innovative &
Quality service for the whole family.
By appointment only.

urtains & S hades, LLC
Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887
Draperies
Cornices
Valances
Shades
Blinds
Shutters

Serving:
Middlesex
Mathews
Lancaster
Northumberland
Courtesy In-Home Consultations
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Now through Easter Sunday
*Discounts & Coffman Cash
do not apply to Pandora products.
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Just Gardens tour tickets available

435-2200
24 West Church Street

Open Mon.-Sat 10-6 Sunday 12-4
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Sue Edson of Kilmarnock delivers her Toyota to Bill Otley.

Donated items are being received daily for the May 5 Grace Episcopal Church yard sale at the YMCA Boys Camp at the end of Boys
Camp Road near Kilmarnock from 8 a.m. to noon.
Recent donations include a 1984 Toyota sedan purchased new by
Sue Edson and her late husband, Dudley.
The car and others donated will be sold to the highest bidder at auction during the sale. Cars, trucks, boats, appliances and other highvalue items are especially welcomed by the committee.
Donated items can be picked up by committee members. Call 4385521 or 462-9888. Persons able to deliver items may do so March 31
and each Saturday in April from 9 a.m. to noon.
The sale traditionally offers furniture, computers, linens, books,
clothing, baked goods, plants, sporting and recreation items.
All proceeds are given to non-proﬁt organizations. Grace Church
members supply the labor, sorting and sales skills. Nearly $30,000
was donated to the community from the 2006 sale.
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Car donated for yard sale
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Distinctive Ladies Clothing,
Jewelry & Accessories
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A luncheon hosted by the Just Gardens committee was held last Thursday at the home of Suzanne LaPrade. Garden owners, bank support people
and ticket sellers were in attendance.
Tickets and brochures are available for the May 18 and 19 event. In its
seventh year, Just Gardens will feature ﬁve gardens in the Kilmarnock and
White Stone area. A beneﬁt for The Haven Shelter and Services, the tour
educates and urges gardeners to consider plants they might grow in their
own gardens.
Tickets are $12 in advance, or $15 the days of the tour.
“I pride myself on being one of the ﬁrst people to purchase a ticket every
year,” said Edna Earle Mizelle. “I wouldn’t miss this tour for anything.”
Tickets may be purchased at The Dandelion in Irvington, Greenpoint
Nursery in Kilmarnock, Wildest Dreams in Burgess, Mary Young’s Herbs
in Hague, and Northern Neck Home and Garden in Warsaw, or by mail.
Send a business-size self-addressed, stamped envelope with a check
made payable to The Haven to Just Gardens, P.O. Box 429, Irvington, VA
22480.
The tour gardens will be open Friday and Saturday May 18 and 19 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. A rain or shine event, comfortable shoes are recommended. Tickets may be purchased at all of the gardens the days of the From left are The Haven director Ellen Yackel and Bonnie Williams of Greenpoint Nursery.
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not overwhelmingly approved
by the Senate and the House,
and there were even allegations
that the president based the
war on bad intelligence. Some
of the quotes we include from

Permanent Waves • Relaxers • Precision Cut • Hair Removal
Certiﬁed Schwarzkopf Colorist • Formal Occasions
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Sue and William Wills portray Dolley and President James
Madison.

The Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation operates three
world-class museums whose
collections enhance and enrich
the guest experience beyond
the living history of the Historic Area.
The award-winning DeWitt
Wallace
Decorative
Arts
Museum houses the foundation’s renowned collection of
British and American decorative arts dating from 1600
through 1830. These include
the world’s largest collection of Virginia furniture; one
of the largest collections of
Southern, British and American furniture; and the largest
collection of English pottery
outside England. Masterworks
and period pieces acquired for
Colonial Williamsburg’s Historic Area exhibition buildings
bolster the museum’s holdings
in furniture, metals, ceramics,
glass, paintings, prints, maps
and textiles.
The
Wallace
Museum,
opened in 1985, features 15
galleries in 27,500 square feet
of exhibition space as well
as an auditorium and a café.
Entrance is through the Public
Hospital of 1773 on Francis
Street between Nassau and
South Henry streets..
The award-winning Abby
Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art
Museum—the oldest institution
in the United States dedicated
solely to the collection and
preservation of American folk
art is in new quarters adjacent
to the DeWitt Wallace Decorative Arts Museum. Exhibits
feature paintings, whirligigs,
weather vanes, carvings, toys,
embroideries and other folk
works
representing
many
diverse cultural traditions and
geographic regions.
John D. Rockefeller Jr. established the museum in 1957 in
honor of his wife, Abby, who
died in April 1958, and her love
of folk art. Mrs. Rockefeller
gave the core collection of 424
objects to The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation in 1939.
Today the collection includes
items dating from the 1720s to
the present shown in 11 galleries constituting 10,400 square
feet of exhibition space.
Bassett Hall, a two-story,
18th-century frame house on
585 acres (including woodlands) near the colonial Capitol, was the Williamsburg home
of Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller Jr. In addition to the main
house, the property includes a
teahouse and three original
outbuildings—a smokehouse,
kitchen and dairy—all of which
were bequeathed to The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
in 1979 by the Rockefeller
family. Both the interiors and
the grounds are now much as
they were when the Rockefellers lived there during the mid1930s and 1940s. Of particular
note is Abby Aldrich Rockefeller’s eclectic collection of
125 pieces of folk art, including weather vanes, chalkware
and American pottery—pieces
that Mrs. Rockefeller was
among the first in the nation to
collect.

Now offering Manicures & Pedicures in our
new Shiatsu Massage Pedicure chair.
Always, including Parafﬁn Treatment. Given with
a full line of Elizabeth Arden products.
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Dramatists William and Sue
Wills of Winter Park, Fla., will
bring “Presidents and First
Ladies, Dramatically speaking”
to Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury March 26 at 7 p.m.
They will present their interpretation of President James
and Dolley Madison.
Last year they depicted President Herbert and Lou Hoover.
The Willses research and
write their own material, make
their own costumes, and perform 300 times annually to
community organizations, at
conventions, on cruise ships
and at museums and presidential libraries.
William Wills said this program illuminates the tragedy
in Dolley’s early life before she
met James, 17 years her elder,
and also provides insight into
the writing of the U.S. Constitution.
“In touching upon Madison’s presidency, we talk
about the War of 1812, which
ironically mirrors the situation our current president is
under,” said Wills. “The war
was very unpopular in parts
of the country, approved but

Located in Rappahannock Crossing Plaza, Topping

id
B

Madisons to be portrayed

Williamsburg
museums offer
world class
collections
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Upcoming show to trace swing
movement from 1937 to 1955
Five By Design will present
Club Swing “On Stage” Saturday, March 31, at the Lancaster Middle School Theater in
Kilmarnock.
The show, sponsored by the
Rappahannock Foundation for
the Arts, starts at 8 p.m. For
ticket information, call 4350292.
Imagine if you will the ﬁctional Club Swing, a soon-to-beshuttered nightclub built during
the heydey of swing. As construction sounds ﬁlter through
the Hotel Crosby, a news report
echoes the impending demise of
the once popular nightspot.
But before the wrecking ball
falls, Joe Sullivan, the club’s
former mixologist, visits the
establishment one last time.
As dropcloths are removed, the
neon marquee ﬂickers and then
begins to glow as Club Swing is
transformed to its former splendor.
From the frenetic paced opening of Benny Goodman’s “Bugle
Call Rag” to the show’s blockbuster ﬁnale featuring Louis
Prima’s “Sing, Sing, Sing,” Five
By Design celebrates the swing
movement from 1937 to 1955.
The repertoire embraces a rich
harmonic treatment of Nat King
Cole’s “Mona Lisa” while a
Steve and Edye-styled arrangement of “Somethin’s Gotta
Give” foreshadows the club’s
closing, paralleling the decline
of swing in the ‘50s.
The stage design evokes the
ambiance of a nightclub cut
from a vintage movie. The club’s
marquee ﬂoats above the orches-
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Five By Design delivers In the Mood at Club Swing.
tra surrounded by palm trees, an
art deco bar, and linen covered
tables. Each decade highlights
the songs, events, and personalities that deﬁned the era. Whether
listening to Cole Porter’s “Begin
the Beguine” or the musical
depreciation of Spike Jones’s
“Cocktails for Two,” Five By
Design’s Club Swing personiﬁes American popular culture
during the swing era.
Five By Design performers
include Lorie Carpenter-Niska
(soprano), Kurt Niska (tenor),
Michael Swedberg (baritone),

Terrence Niska (bass), Sheri- Commission for the Arts and
dan Zuther (alto), Alton Accola the National Endowment of
as Joe Sullivan, Kurt Cowl- the Arts. Support for this show
ing (conductor and piano) Phil also comes from Davenport and
Henrickson (sound engineer), Company as well as season subDaniel Ellis (technical director), scribers, friends and donors.
and Catherine Scott (artist repThis show marks the ﬁnal
resentative).
installment in the 2006-07 “On
The Rappahannock Founda- Stage” series. Next season’s brotion for the Arts receives ﬁnan- chure of events will be mailed in
70339716.Z 3/14/07 10:06 AM Page 1
cial support from the Virginia May.
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RED DOT

SALE
Monte and Peggy Swann will welcome visitors to their farm on
May 12.

Farm tour to showcase
two Northumberland sites
The Down on the Farm tour
originally scheduled for last
September, but postponed by
Tropical Storm Ernesto, will
be held May 12 at Bearcroft
Farm and Cowart’s Cannery in
Northumberland County with
tours from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The sites are a traditional
farm with corn, wheat and soybeans and a seafood business
with a cannery and aquaculture
oysters.
Each site will have several
stops and booths that provide
interpretive views. Hay wagons
will provide a ride through the
woods with foresters and wildlife experts to answer visitors’
questions. A bus will take them
between stations at the cannery.
Bearcroft Farm, owned and
operated by Monte and Peggy
Swann, is a modern operation
that has been in the Swann
family since 1865.
They use the latest in farming equipment and techniques,
including satellite guidance
and environmental best management practices.
Bearcroft was presented with
the Clean Water Farm Award in
2000.
Additional features include
charcoal making and a portable
saw mill. Carolyn Balderson of
Cimarron Forestry Services

will use a portable kiln to demonstrate how quality charcoal
is made. Samples will be for
sale. John Magruder of Three
Rivers Forestry will demonstrate a portable saw mill to
make boards from logs. Hot
dogs and snacks will be sold
by the Cub Scouts.
The Cowart canning facility
and the Cowart Seafood Corporation have been in the Cowart
family since 1908. Tomatoes
were the mainstay of the canning operation for many years
until competition and other
factors made it unprofitable.
Today, Lake Packing Co. still
cans Manning’s Hominy and
Tidewater Herring Roe.
Cowart Seafood and Bevans
Oyster Co. are developing an
aquaculture program to ensure
a continuing Chesapeake Bay
oyster production, provide
product for the shucking operations and help improve water
quality.
They also will demonstrate
the steps in processing oysters
for shipment to markets in surrounding cities.
Brochures are available at the
Tidewater RC&D, the Northern Neck Tourism Council,
Northern Neck Cooperative
Extension, local businesses
and libraries. Call 443-1118 to
receive one by mail.

THE RECORD ONLINE
www.rrecord.com

SAVE

70 85
%

%

WHEN YOU TAKE
70% OFF ALL
RED DOT ITEMS
STOREWIDE!

SAVE ON FALL & WINTER ITEMS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!
TOTAL SAVINGS OFF ORIGINAL PRICES. Interim markdowns may have been taken.
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Colonial Williamsburg’s visitor center
plans for America’s 400th anniversary
Colonial
Williamsburg’s
Visitor Center has undergone a
transformation for its role as the
ofﬁcial regional welcome center
for the Historic Triangle in connection with the commemoration
of America’s 400th Anniversary.
Information about the historic
sites of Williamsburg, Jamestown
and Yorktown are available at the
center, as well as information
about additional regional attractions, including beaches, theme
parks and museums. Ticketing
for all three locations, transportation information and lodging
reservations services also are
provided.
New or modiﬁed signs have
been installed on routes leading
to the Visitor Center and signs in
the parking lots further identify
the regional center as the ofﬁcial
welcome center for the 400th
anniversary events. New prominently located interior displays
provide regional information as
soon as guests enter the Visitor
Center.
In keeping with the theme
of three points of a triangle,
three-sided, 14-foot high maple
kiosks representing each of the
three Historic Triangle locations
present images, historical background and contemporary visitation information for each site.
Constantly changing lenticular
panels and video monitors visually activate the kiosks, while
brochures in racks on the kiosks

provide additional information
about visiting the historic sites.
Colonial Williamsburg is the
ofﬁcial representative of Jamestown 2007 for coordinating reservations and ticket sales, and its
hotels and conference facilities
are the ofﬁcial lodging. In 2006,
a dramatic renovation, restoration and expansion of the Williamsburg Lodge and Conference
Center was completed, providing 323 guest rooms, an all-new
conference center with 45,000
square feet of ﬂexible meeting
and banquet spaces including
the Virginia Room, a 12,000square-foot ballroom with a
pre-function area with ﬂoor-toceiling windows with sweeping
views of the Colonial Parkway.
The Conference Center will host
the ﬁnal major event of the 18month commemoration period, a
worldwide forum on democracy
in September of 2007.
A new 20,000-square-foot
full-service spa and wellness
center complements the lodge
and the recently renovated and
award-winning
Williamsburg
Inn, named by Condé Nast Traveler to the magazine’s Gold List
of elite hotels for the discriminating traveler. The 45-hole Golden
Horseshoe Golf Club completes
the resort facilities.
To bring to life the series of
major events and scenes that
occupied Williamsburg in revolutionary times, in the spring of

2006 the foundation launched
the Revolutionary City program
as part of its Education for Citizenship initiative, emphasizing
the fundamental importance of
citizen participation in a functioning democracy. The Revolutionary City program completes
the timeline of events between
the landing at Jamestown in 1607
and the Continental Army’s victory at Yorktown in 1781. The
Revolutionary City portrays the
years 1774 to 1781 when the
townspeople of Williamsburg
progressed from subjects to citizens amidst momentous, worldchanging events.
The newly renovated Museums of Colonial Williamsburg
feature a new Abby Aldrich
Rockefeller Folk Art Museum
and the De Witt Wallace Decorative Arts Museum. Together,
these
museums display one
of the world’s leading collections of American folk art—ﬁrst
begun by Abby Aldrich Rockefeller, wife of Colonial Williamsburg’s founding benefactor
John D. Rockefeller Jr.—that
includes well-known works such
as “Peaceable Kingdom” by
Edward Hicks and “Baby in Red
Chair” by an unknown artist, and
British-American decorative arts
dating from the 18th and 19th
centuries such as a portrait of
George Washington by Charles
Willson Peale and a High Chest
on Chest by renowned Phila-

delphia cabinetmaker Thomas
Afﬂeck.
The commemoration of America’s 400th anniversary of the
1607 founding of Jamestown
ofﬁcially began in May of 2006
with the maiden voyage of the
newly built replica of the Godspeed, which sailed up the east
coast of the United States with
stops in Alexandria, Baltimore,
Philadelphia, New York, Boston
and Newport, R.I. Colonial Williamsburg was with Godspeed
dockside as a participant in the
Landing Party Festival featuring the signature Colonial Williamsburg Fifes and Drums, live
musical performances, family
entertainment, and historical and
cultural displays. The focus of
the voyage was the legacy of the
Historic Triangle—the continuum of history from Jamestown
to Williamsburg to Yorktown that
laid the foundation of the new
American republic. Founding
Colony Sponsors Verizon and
Norfolk Southern Corporation
also accompanied the Godspeed
tour.
Established in 1926, the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
is the not-for-proﬁt educational
institution that preserves and
operates the restored 18th-century Revolutionary capital of
Virginia. For more information
or reservation, call 1-800-4478679, or visit www.ColonialWilliamsburg.com.
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Powwow to recognize Jamestown connection
members of the Chickahominy, Eastern Chickahominy,
Monacan, Nansemond, Rappahannock and Upper Mattaponi
tribes will give honor to their
past and future, as they recognize the historic impact of
Jamestown 1607 in this anni-
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versary year. Visitors will have
an opportunity to begin their
Jamestown 2007 experience
with the tribes that were here
to meet the settlers in 1607.
Grounds open at 10 a.m.
both days, with the Saturday,
May 6, grand entry at noon and
Sunday’s grand entry at 1 p.m.
The festival/powwow will feature Native American dancers,
drummers, singers and cultural
demonstrations.
Marvin J. “Many Horses”
Burnette will return as master
of ceremonies. Burnette, a
career veteran and enrolled
member of the Rosebud Sioux
Tribe South Dakota, is nationally known for his traditional
dancing and service for many
traditional powwows.
Native American crafters
from all over the United States
will have jewelry, pottery,
beadwork, leather crafts, and
other authentic arts and crafts
for sale. Food will be available

and will feature Indian Fry
Bread, fish & chips, hamburgers and hot dogs, barbeque,
and more, as well as plenty of
beverages and a bake sale.
The festival is open to the
public. Gate admission is
$5/adults; $3/children ages 6
and under and senior citizens.
Plenty of free parking is available with golf cart transportation provided to the grounds.
Proceeds
will
support
VITAL, the Virginia Indian
Tribal Alliance for Life.
VITAL is an organization
working for federal recognition
for the Chickahominy, Eastern Chickahominy, Monacan,
Nansemond,
Rappahannock
and Upper Mattaponi Indian
Nations.
For directions to the Chickahominy
Tribal
Grounds,
visit www.vitalva.org. Other
information is available from
organizers at 966-2448 or 9324406.

Kilmarnock Museum News
After 55 years, new pictures of
the 1952 Kilmarnock ﬁre have
resurfaced and are on display at the
Kilmarnock Museum, thanks to
Mortimer Payne Jr.
The photos, all in color, show
ﬁre scenes not previously published
that were taken the morning after
the ﬁre.
Also included in the exhibit are
front-page newspaper accounts of
the holocaust from the Richmond
Times Dispatch, the Richmond
News Leader and the Rappahan-

nock Record.
Artifacts from the ﬁre complete
the 55th anniversary display.
The museum also has an exhibit
of articles and memorabilia from
the 1907 and 1957 Jamestown celebrations.The museum’s annual
meeting will be held March 31 at 2
p.m. at the town hall. Thomas Gale
will the the guest speaker.
Lee Rice, formerly of Kilmarnock, will introduce his new book,
The Life of “P,” Memoirs of a
Mother and a Nurse. Rice is the
son of Leon Rice who operated the
Soda Shoppe on Main Street before
the 1952 ﬁre.
Visitors are welcome at the
museum Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Six Virginia Indian nations
recently announced that they
will gather on the Chickahominy Tribal Grounds in Charles
City May 5 and 6 for their sixth
annual joint Spring Powwow/
Gathering.
On this historic occasion,
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Sports
Meet the LHS spring teams
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Red Devils varisty soccer team

Red Devils boys track team
Roster

Name
Rodney Beale
Chris Bennett
Clinton Bennett
Codie Carter
Donald Carter
Robert Crowther
Mark Deschamps
Kendrick Diggs
Shaq Dillon
Isahiah Haskins
Aaron Holzbach
Chris Kuykendall
Ross Merrick
Charlie Miller
Stevell Mitchell
Keenan Rojas
Justin Stewart
Terrance Taylor
Anton Veney

Position
Name
Position
Sprinter/jumper
Kenny Wilson
Thrower
Distance runner
Graham Winnstanley
Hurdler
Distance runner
Coach: Draper Washington
Hurdler/jumper
Thrower
Mid-distance runner
Track Schedule
Hurdler/jumper
March 28 at West Point
Sprinter/jumper
April 4
King William and K&Q
Thrower
April 18 at Essex
Thrower
April 21 at West Point Invitational
Mid-distance runner/jumper
April 25 Middlesex and King Wm.
Thrower
May 2
Northumberland and W&L
Distance runner
May 9
Rapppahannock and W&L
Distance runner
May 15
Northern Neck District
Thrower
meet at West Point
Thrower
May 24
Region A meet at West
Distance thrower
Point
Thrower
June 3
Group A meet at Radford
Mid-distance runner/jumper

Name
Renan Beltran
Nathan Blake
Stephen Blunt
Austin Brown
Isaac Clark
Sam Crabill
Justin Guthrie
Billy Jackson
John Killion
Josh Lewis
Marie Muller
Damian Rasmussen
Cleon Rice
Emily Shrader
Sammy Ullrich
Dillon Williams
Justin Winnstanley
Chris Wyvill

Grade
11
12
10
11
11
9
11
12
10
12
11
11
12
12
11
9
12
12

Roster

Position
Midﬁeld
Defense
Defense
Goalie/Defense
Defense
Forward/midﬁeld
Forward
Forward
Midﬁeld
Defense
Defense
Goalie
Defense
Forward
Midﬁeld
Midﬁeld
Defense
Midﬁeld

Coach: Amy Stamm (head)
Coach: Matt Stamm (assistant)

March 26
March 28
April 4
April 16
April 25
April 27
April 30
May 4
May 7
May 9
May 11
May 14

Soccer Schedule

at West Point
at Mathews
West Point
Northampton
Rappahannock
W&L
at Northumberland
at Middlesex
Essex
Northumberland
at W&L
at Rappahannock

Red Devils JV soccer team
Name
Colby Bishop
Matt Christopher
Michael Faulkner
Conner Flynn
Sam Frere
Hunter Gurley
Danny Haydon
Megan Jackson
Weston Johnson
Corbin Love

Grade
9
10
10
8
10
10
9
10
9
8

Roster

Position
Forward
Defense
Midﬁeld
Midﬁeld
Goalie/Defense
Forward
Goalie
Midﬁeld
Midﬁeld
Forward

Name
Ariel Mahoney
Jimmy Merrick
Matt Mitchell
Grace Perkins
Cassie Quick
Michael Stickler
Alex Syverson
Robert Wineland
Coach : Alex Stickler

Grade
9
8
10
9
8
10
8
9

Position
Defense
Midﬁeld
Midﬁeld
Midﬁeld
Forward
Defense
Forward
Forward

Red Devils girls track team
Name
Catherine Bailey
Chevelle Ball
Samone Ball
Chiffon Beane
Samantha Cain
Holly Eppihimer
Darnisha Jones
Marina McGrath
Jasmine Moody
Jenny O’Shaughnessy

Roster

Position
Hurdles
Thrower
Sprinter
Sprinter/jumper
Sprinter
Mid-distance runner
Sprinter
Distance runner
Sprinter/jumper
Distance runner/hurdler

Name
Ashley Ransome
Ashley Reese
Tabitha Rinehart
Tatiana Sanders
Heather Wardlaw
Janae Washington
Andrea White
Coach: Joanne Webb-Fary

Position
Mid-distance runner/
jumper
Thrower
Hurdler/jumper
Hurdler/jumper
Sprinter/jumper
Mid-distance runner
Sprinter/jumper

Red Devils varsity baseball team
Roster

Name
Grade
Adam Benson
11
Will Barrack
9
Jonathan George
12
Jack Jackson
11
Lee Kuykendall
11
Kyle Reid
12
Ryan Reynolds
11
Luke Saunders
11
William Saunders
12
Jonathan Somers
11
Miles Smith
12
Coach: Welby Saunders (head)
Coach: Scotty George (assistant)

Roster

Varsity Softball Schedule

March 23-24
March 26
April 2
April 3
April 5
April 19
April 24
April 26
April 27
May 1
May 8
May 10
May 15
May 17

Sports Plus Tournament, Richmond
at Colonial Beach
Mathews
West Point
at Middlesex
at Essex
W&L
Rappahannock
Middlesex
at Northumberland
Essex
at W&L
at Rappahannock
Northumberland

March 22-23
March 26
April 2
April 3
April 19
April 24
April 26
May 1
May 8
May 10
May 15
May 17

Baseball Schedule

at Deltaville Tournament
at Colonial Beach
Mathews
West Point
at Essex
W&L
Rappahannock
at Northumberland
Essex
at W&L
at Rappahannock
Northumberland

Scoreboard

Red Devils varsity softball team
Name
Grade Position
Carly Webb
9
OF
Brandy Gilbert 12
OF/P
Bailey Garrett 10
OF
Lucy McCann 12
2B
Kori George
12
C
Sara Caudle
11
SS
Jewell Beatley 11
OF
Tiffany Lee
11
1B/P
Madison Smith 12
1B
Kim Crockett
10
2B/OF
Catie Miller
11
3B
Takeia Jones
10
3B
Abby Robbins 11
OF
Tyesha Harvey 10
1B
Coach: Dave Zeiler (head)
Coach: Gary Gilbert (assistant)

Position
3B
P/OF
C
OF/2B
1B
OF
P/2B
P/SS
P/CF
P/OF
OF

Varsity baseball

Lancaster 13, Mathews 1
Lancaster 1, Amelia 0
Lancaster 3, Colonial Beach 2

JV baseball

Lancaster 7, Colonial Beach 1
Lancaster 15, Amelia 14
Mathews 4, Lancaster 0

Varsity softball

Mathews 1, Lancaster 0

JV softball

Lancaster 13, Colonial Beach 3
Mathews 12, Lancaster 6

JV soccer

Lancaster 2, Northampton 1

Lancaster 4, Middlesex 2
Mathews 2, Lancaster 1

Upcoming Games
Varsity baseball/softball

(All home games at 5 p.m. at
Dreamﬁelds)
March 22-23:
Lancaster at Deltaville Tournament
(baseball only)
March 23-24:
Lancaster at Sports Plus
Tournament, Richmond (softball
only)
March 26:
Lancaster at Colonial Beach

JV baseball/softball

(All home games at 5 p.m. at
Dreamﬁelds)
March 26:
Colonial Beach at Lancaster

Varsity/JV soccer

(JV 6 p.m., varsity 7:30 p.m.
March 26:
Lancaster at West Point
March 28:
Lancaster at Mathews

Track

(4 p.m.)
March 28:
Lancaster at West Point

White sets new
record in high
jump at LHS
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Red Devils JV softball team
Roster

Name
Grade
KaTisha Crippen
10
Amber Culpeper
9
Livvy Gill
10
Ariel Grulkowski
10
Rachel Haywood
8
Shamika Johnson
9
Tiffany Koscienski
10
Gabrielle Mondy
9
Tiffany Pittman
10
Brianna Ritchie
10
Desiree Selph
8
Danielle Shelton
8
Nicole Shelton
9
Lauryn Turner
10
Coach: Jessica Walsh (head)
Coach: Maria Cabero (assistant)

Position
RF
1B/OF
3B
CF
P
CF
2B
1B/3B
LF
SS/3B
2B/SS
C
P/SS
1B

JV Softball Schedule
March 20
March 26
April 2
April 3
April 19
April 24
April 26
May 1
May 8
May 10
May 15
May 17

West Point
Colonial Beach
at Mathews
at West Point
Essex
at W&L
at Rappahannock
Northumberland
at Essex
W&L
Rappahannock
at Northumberland

Freshman Andrea White broke
a 29-year-old school record last
Wednesday in her ﬁrst high jump
of the season for the Lancaster
High girls’ track team.
With just one day of practice
behind her, White cleared 5’4”,
shattering the school record of
4’11” held by her coach, Joanne
Webb-Fary. Webb-Fary set the
former record in 1979.
White won the high jump event
to lead her team to a secondplace ﬁnish in the opening meet
of the season. The Lady Devils
ﬁnished behind New Kent and
defeated Surry, Middlesex and
West Point.
Also winning for Lancaster’s
girls were Ashley Ransome in the
400-meter run and Ashley Reese
in the discus throw.
Leading Lancaster’s boys with
ﬁrst-place ﬁnishes were Aaron
Holzbach in the mile, Anton
Veney in the 400-meter run and
Kenny Wilson in the shot put.

THE
RECORD
SPORTS
ONLINE
www.rrecord.com

Red Devils JV baseball team
Name
Michael A. Alston
William I. Barrack
Patrick R. Best
Joseph Betts
Christopher Buzzell
Nathaniel Coleman
Justin Gordon
Christopher Laws
Stephen Ohree

Grade
9
9
9
8
8
10
9
9
9

Position
OF
P/IF
OF/IF
2B/OF
3B/P
OF
C/P
IF/P
OF

Roster

Name
Grade
George Rasmussen
10
John Rasmussen
9
Steven Self
9
William Somers
9
Christopher Weber
9
Coach: JW Sawdy (head)
Coach: Mark Jackson (assistant)
Coach: MP White (assistant)
Coach: Travis Rice (assistant)

Position
IF/P
1B/P
OF/P
OF
IF

Lancaster High sluggers
open season unbeaten, 3-0
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster’s varsity baseball
team is off to an unbeaten start
at 3-0 and opened the season
last Tuesday with a 13-1 rout of
Mathews.
Luke Saunders picked up the
opening win with ﬁve strikeouts,
one walk and one hit. Jonathon
Somers struck out four in two
innings of relief.
At the plate, William Saunders
had a perfect day, going 3-for-3
with four runs scored. Somers
also went 3-for-3 with two RBI,

while L. Saunders batted 1-for-2
with three RBI and Ryan Reynolds was 1-for-2 with two runs
scored.
Somers scored the winning
run in the bottom of the seventh
last Wednesday as Lancaster
edged Amelia, 1-0. Somers, who
went 1-for-2 on the day, scored
on a sacriﬁce bunt by Lee Kuykendall.
W. Saunders was the winning
pitcher with eight strikeouts,
three allowed hits and four walks
in seven innings of work.

Red Devils beat Chargers,
4-2, in JV soccer opener
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Hunter Gurly had a hat trick
last Tuesday to lead Lancaster’s
JV soccer team to a 4-2 win over
Middlesex in its season opener.
The JV Devils have gotten
off to a 2-1 start after losing to
Mathews, 2-1, last Thursday
and beating Northampton, 2-1,
Monday.
Gurly scored three of Lancaster’s goals and Corbin Love one in
the opener against the Chargers.
Danny Haydon had four saves.
Middlesex got a goal each

from Ryan Canon and Owen
Holt.
Bishop scored Lancaster’s
only goal and Haydon made 10
saves.
Love and Bishop had a goal
each in this week’s win over
Northampton, with Haydon
making 10 saves.
The Devils will be on the road
next week with a Monday, March
26, game at West Point and a
rematch with the Blue Devils in
Mathews on Wednesday, March
28.

In ladies tennis Christchurch
edges Southampton, 5-4
Christchurch School’s varsity girls tennis team won four
singles and a doubles match last
Thursday over Southampton
Academy.
In number one singles, Southampton Academy’s Lindsay
Raulston beat Christchurch’s
Laura Ransone, 8-1, while
Gabby Gatten of Southampton
beat Keely Daugherty of Christchurch, 8-2, in number two singles.
Molley Hardin of Christchurch defeated Molly Marks
of Southampton, 8-4, in number
three singles and CS’s Natalie

Tacke beat SA’s Allison Hastings, 8-4, in number four singles.
Laura Nost (CS) downed Forrest Best (SA), 8-4, in number
ﬁve singles and in number six
singles, Becca Britt (CS) beat
Victoria Drewry (SA), 8-3.
Raulston and Gatten beat
Ransone and Daugherty, 8-1, in
number one doubles and Best
and Hastings defeated Tacke
and Britt, 8-6, in number three
doubles. Christchurch picked up
one win in number two doubles
with Harding and Nost beating
Bell and Marks, 8-3.

THE RECORD ONLINE

Against Colonial Beach, L.
Saunders got his second win of
the season last Thursday, giving
up only one hit, walking three
and striking out ﬁve in three and
a third innings. Saunders struck
out the side in the seventh to
secure the win.
Ryan Reynolds started on the
mound for Lancaster, going three
and two-third innings with four
allowed hits, one walk and ﬁve
strikeouts.
Kuykendall ﬁred off the gamewinning shot in the bottom of
the seventh, scoring the tying
and winning runs with a two-run
homer. Jonathan George drew
a walk and he and Kuykendall
scored off the homer to win the
game.
Lancaster got its ﬁrst run in the
ﬁrst inning off back-to-back doubles by L. Saunders and George.
Jack Jackson also had a good
day at the plate, going 1-for-2.
“It was a good start to the
season,” said coach Welby Saunders. “There were plenty of positives that came out of each game.
We will continue to work hard
and look to improve throughout
the season.”
The varsity Devils will be in
action today (March 22) and
tomorrow (March 23) at the Deltaville Tournament.
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■ Boating education

Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 33 conducts boating education classes throughout the
year. Upcoming basic education classes, America’s Boating Course, are scheduled for
April 21, May 19 and June 2.
The one-day course is held at
the Kilmarnock Library or the
Bank of Lancaster northside
branch. To register, call Don
Gallagher at 435-2084.

www.rrecord.com
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Umpire clinic set
for March 28
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A clinic for District 15 Little
League umpires will be held at
Dream Fields near Kilmarnock
Wednesday, March 28, at 6:30
p.m.
All Little League registered
umpires must attend at least
one clinic to qualify for tournament assignments.
All coaches and interested
individuals are invited to
attend.
For
more
information,
contact Carroll Ashburn at
435-2473, or Randy Blue at
776-6785.

Gulls begin new season

At a recent dedication ceremony on the Warsaw Campus of Rappahannock Community College,
president Dr. Elizabeth Crowther joined coach Reggie Brann and the Gulls softball team to cut
the ribbon symbolizing the opening of the Elizabeth Hinton Crowther Field. The college board
voted to name the ﬁeld after Crowther for her efforts to bring women’s sports to the college and
of her continued support for the team. From left, Gulls team members are (front row) Heather
Lambert, Sally Parr, Kathryn Brann, Maria Passagaluppi, Jessica Shearwood and Beth Long; (next
row) Brittany Kemp, Ashley Kemp, Megan Helwig, Shannon Lewis, Lauren Wells, Stacey Hall
and Brann.

Virginia Motor Speedway’s 38th
season opens Saturday March 24
Virginia Motor Speedway’s 38th
season opens Saturday, March 24.
WRAR 105.5 Opening Night
festivities will include four divisions of dirt track racing. Competitor gates will open at noon and
spectator gates will open at 4 p.m.
On track activities will begin at
6:15 p.m. with hot laps. Divisions
scheduled to race on Saturdays
include Victory Lap Late Models
(35 laps), Budweiser Modiﬁed
(25 laps), New Generation Racing
Sprint Cars (25 laps), and the
VMS All Americans (15 laps).
Late model, modiﬁed and sprint
car divisions will run hot lap time
trials and features only. All Ameri-

cans will run hot lap time trials,
heats and feature.
Admission is $10 for adults,
$8 for seniors and military, $7 for
students (ages 13 to 17), $4 for
children (7 to 12) and children 6
and under admitted free.
The speedway offers a $2 discount coupon on the speedway’s
website, good on any adult, senior
and military tickets only. Fans
need to have a coupon for each
ticket purchased. The speedway
also offers a “Family Pack” that
includes two adult admissions and
two children 12 and under admissions for $20.
Heading into opening night,

147 competitors are pre-registered
and ready to compete for the six
coveted titles and overall Thurston
Spring Service Dirt Series Championship. Speedway ofﬁcials are
expecting to see more competitors registering during the ﬁrst two
weeks of competition.
Virginia Motor Speedway, an
ASA Member Track afﬁliate, is a
½-mile, dirt oval. The track is on
Route 17 in Jamaica, eight miles
north of Saluda and 25 miles south
of Tappahannock.
To learn more about the 2007
schedule, fans may call 758-1867,
or visit www.vamotorspeedway.
com.

Swift-Walker golf tournament set
The seventh annual Swift-Walker
Memorial Cancer Golf Tournament
will be held April 27 at the Tartan
Golf Course in Irvington.
When the Swift and Walker families of Reedville lost loved ones to

cancer, they established the SwiftWalker Memorial Cancer Fund to
beneﬁt the Rappahannock General
Hospital (RGH) Cancer Treatment
and Education Center. The Cancer
Center offers an in-depth program

Bowling Results
Men’s League

On March 15, the High Rollers won
three games against Evans Bowling
Center. For the High Rollers, Steve
Edwards bowled the high set of the
week of 431 with games of 124, 164
and 143. Curly Lewis rolled a 162 game.
Rolaid Lewis had a 148 game and
Frank Perkins a 118 game. For Evans,
John Forrester bowled the high set of
371 with games of 140 and 129. Bunks
Mitchell rolled games of 120 and 121.
Richard Savalina had a 129 game.
Hammock Printing won three games
against D&L Marine Construction. For
Hammock, Herbert Hammock bowled
the high set of 398 with games of 132,
155 and 111. Benny Balderson rolled a
133 game. Joe Hinson had a 126 game
and Ernie George a 125 game. For D&L,
Steve Hinson bowled the high set of
343 with a 132 game. Doug Hundley
rolled a 117 game and Mark Obsharsky
had a 115 game.
The Bowling Boys won two games
and lost one against Sal’s Pizza. For the
Bowling Boys, Louis Coates rolled the
high set of 359 with games of 135 and
120. Ryan Dawson had games of 139
and 117 in a 358 set. John Hollowell
bowled a 103 game. For Sal’s, Bill Hendershot had the high set of 333 with
a 133 game and Wayne Condrey had
a 121 game. Bob Huff bowled a 106
game and Justin George a 104 game.
High game: Curly Lewis, 192; Louis
Coates, 187; John Hollowell, 183; Steve
Edwards, 178; Woodie Evans, 176;
Ryan Dawson, 173.
High set: Louis Coates, 463; Curly
Lewis, 439; Steve Edwards, 431; Herbert Hammock, 417; Woodie Evans,
414; Bill Hendershot, 411; Scotty
George, 410.
High team game: High Rollers, 598;
Evans, 579; Bowling Boys, 560; Sal’s,
532; Hammock, 534; D&L, 526.
High team set: Sal’s, 1,553; Bowling
Boys, 1,537; High Rollers, 1,522; Evans,

1,517; Hammock, 1,490; D&L, 1,482.
High average: Louis Coates, 129; Bill
Hendershot, 121; Curly Lewis and Herbert Hammock, 120; Wayne Condrey
and Woodie Evans, 119.

Ladies League

D&L won three games against TCH
Oil when JoAnne Paulette bowled a 389
set with games of 117, 129 and 143.
Linda Lake rolled a 394 set with games
of 107, 143 and 144. Terry Stillman had
a 337 set with games of 118 and 127.
Bev Benson rolled a 105 game. For
TCH Oil, Vicki White bowled a 339 set
with games of 104, 116 and 119. Marie
Piccard had a 358 set with games of
110, 115 and 133. Vivian Callaway
rolled games of 100 and 102 and Greta
Walker bowled games of 102 and 113.
R.P. Waller won three games against
the Misﬁts when Dee Atkins bowled a
322 set with games of 104, 106 and 112.
Ilva Jett rolled a 108 game and Claudette Hames had a 100 game. Marsha
Nash bowled a 108 game and Ola Nash
rolled two games of 101. For the Misﬁts,
Betty Steffey had a 357 set with games
of 118, 118 and 121. Patsy Headley
bowled games of 103 and 109.
Callis Seafood won two games
against Yeatman’s Forklift when Donna
Thomas bowled a 345 set with games
of 110, 116 and 128. Gayle Conrad
rolled a 333 set with games of 111 and
126. Betty Evans had a 102 game. For
Yeatman’s, Pat Harris bowled a 323
set with games of 104, 105 and 114.
Gladys Sisson rolled a 357 set with
games of 103, 107 and 147. Corinne
Beauchamp had a 102 game and Alma
George bowled a game of 101.
High set: Cathy Savalina, 397; Linda
Lake, 394; JoAnne Paulette, 389.
High team set: R.P. Waller, 1,771;
D&L, 1,687; TCH Oil, 1,672.
High average: Betty Steffey, 119;
Terry Stillman, 110; JoAnne Paulette,
109.
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Fri
Sat
Sun

designed to provide cancer patients
and their families with the highest
quality and comprehensive treatment available.
A special part of the SwiftWalker Tournament is a “Memory
Walk.” The tee boxes won’t simply
have corporate advertisements or
sponsorship banners; there will be
markers people have purchased in
honor of, or in remembrance of,
family members and friends who
have experienced cancer. Markers
may be purchased for $25 each and
will have the names of those for
whom they are given and the names
of the donors.
The team fee for the tournament
is $360 and registrations must be
received by April 20.
To register for the tournament or
the Memory Walk, or to purchase
markers, call Christine Rogers at
453-7203, or Marian Leigh Walker
at 453-3998.

Club
Golf

�

3/24

�

3/25

1st Q. - 2:16

�

Mon 3/26

�

Moonrise
Sunset

^ 3/24^

^ 3/23^

9:41
7:20

�

Moonset
1:22
Sunrise
7:04
Moonrise 10:32
Sunset
7:21
^ 3/25^

High 4:24
Low 11:12
High 4:50
Low 11:10
^ 3/25^

1.7’
0.1’
1.3’
0.1’

Wed 3/28

Moonset
2:26
Sunrise
7:02
Moonrise 11:31
Sunset
7:22
^ 3/26^

High 5:27
Low 12:17
High 5:54

1.6’
0.2’
1.2’

Thu

Moonset
3:21
Sunrise
7:01
Moonrise 12:36
Sunset
7:23

Corrections
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt.
Great Wicomico River Light
Smith Point Light

High
-1:42
0:30
1:01

^ 3/26^

Low 12:15
High 6:37
Low 1:24
High 7:04

0.1’
1.5’
0.3’
1.2’

Low Height
-1:44
86%
0:20
76%
0:44
86%
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Fri

�

3/29

�

3/30

�

Road Building
Lot Clearing
Stone • Mulch

Sports
Shorts

“Locally Owned Business for over 30 years”

■ Park improvements

Ameri-Corps-National
Civilian Community Corps
(NCCC) will be conducting a
one-week project at Belle Isle
State Park, which will entail
planting native plant species
in the campground/bathhouse
area and around the picnic
area bathrooms, as part of the
Chesapeake Bay “Bay Scapes
Project.”

FREE ESTIMATES

Call (804) 580-2020 • Toll Free 1 (888) 827-4400
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To Place Your Ad
Call 435-1701
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Hurry! Best Prices on Earliest Orders!
Order

Uni-Frame Town & BONUS
BONUS
BONUS
BONUS
Base Mat. Country DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT
Discount Base Mat. Delivery by Delivery by Delivery by Delivery by
Discount 2/28/07 3/31/07 4/30/07 5/31/07

January
2007
February
2007
March
2007

4% 2% +6% +5% +4% +3%
3% 1.5% — +4% +3% +2%
2% 1% — — +2% +1%
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Discounts
Discounts apply
apply to
to material
material packages
packages of
of all
all new
new Lester
Lester building
building orders,
orders, except
except hog
hog and
and
steel buildings. May not be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply,
see www.lesterbuildings.com or your local Lester dealer or factory rep complete terms.

Learn More and Price Buildings Online at:

LESTERBUILDINGS.COM
Tom White
Gum Spring, VA
804-556-2969
800-826-4439
Financing Available
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Suburban-Hobby | Equestrian | Commercial | Farm & Ranch

��������������•�������������������������

Proud Sponsor of #07 NASCAR Driver Tim Sauter

Take the
Ford Challenge today.
any pickup in its class.* And we’re proving it with Truckin’ Magazine’s “SUV of the Year,” the all-new Expedition EL with a class-exclusive
available PowerfoldTM third-row seat.

See your Ford Dealer today and get our best deals on our best vehicles.

2007 Ford F-150

2007 Ford Super Duty

0 60 3000
%***

�

0 3000
%*** $
OR

$
OR

FOR

APR FINANCING MONTHS

CASH BACK

APR FINANCING

CASH BACK

^ 3/27^

Moonrise
Sunset
^ 3/28^

1:41
7:24

Low
High
^ 3/28^

2:29
8:12

0.2’
1.4’
0.3’
1.2’

Moonset
Sunrise
Moonrise
Sunset

4:40
6:58
2:46
7:25

Low
High
Low
High

2:34
8:53
3:26
9:12

0.2’
1.4’
0.2’
1.3’

Moonset
Sunrise
Moonrise
Sunset
^ 3/30^

5:09
6:56
3:49
7:26

Low 3:36
High 9:48
Low 4:15
High 10:04
^ 3/30^

0.2’
1.4’
0.2’
1.4’

Moonset
Sunrise
Moonrise
Sunset

5:34
6:55
4:49
7:26

Low 4:29
High 10:34
Low 4:56
High 10:48

0.1’
1.5’
0.2’
1.5’

^ 3/29^

INSTALLATION

across America. We’re proving it with the AWD Ford Fusion, recently chosen over Camry and Accord in head-to-head comparisons by Road

The Indian Creek Yacht & Country Club men on March 14 held
their ﬁrst play day of the season.
The format was 2 best balls of the
4-some.
Winners were ﬁrst, Herb Klapp,
George Urban, Dick Baylor and
Wayne Mullins with a score of 112;
second, Craig Callahan, Howard
Montgomery, Fred Ripley and
Pete Southmayd (121); and third,
Dave Ruble, Tom Wilheimsen, Bob
Chambers and Charlie Price (125).
P.M. winners were Ward Currin,
Marty Carter, Les Kilduff and Billy
Hudson.

^ 3/27^

High 3:52 1.4’
Low 10:12 -0.1’
^ 3/24^

RIP-RAP
& ARMOR STONE

& Track car enthusiasts for performance, handling and styling. We’re proving it with Ford F-150, with the most payload and towing of
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12:09 High 3:26 1.8’
4:04 Low 1:25
3/23 Moonset
Tue 3/27 Moonset
Sunrise
7:05 Low 10:13 0.0’
Sunrise
6:59 High 7:49
^ 3/23^

WICOMICO CHURCH, VA

We’re proving why we’re the better choice with our cars, trucks and SUVs. We’re proving it on test tracks, highways and work sites all

ICYCC men

�������

GLENN LESTER
LESTER CO.,
CO., INC.
INC.
GLENN

^ 3/29^

PM times are in boldface type.
Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© BenETech 2007 (misc@benetech.net)

Visit us at: www.chesapeakeboatbasin.com
Toll Free 877-482-4287- Local 804-435-3110
1686 Waverly Ave. Kilmarnock, VA

2007 Ford Fusion

SE I4 FWD

249

$

**

A MONTH
39-MONTH RED CARPET LEASE

SIGN AND DRIVE OFF

0 0 0

$

$

$

DOWN PAYMENT FIRST MONTH’S DUE AT SIGNING
PAYMENT
Security deposit waived; taxes, title, and license fees extra.

2007 Ford Escape

0 60 3000
%***

FOR

OR UP
TO

APR FINANCING MONTHS

Take the Ford Challenge.
See why Ford is the better choice.
fordchallenge.com
*When properly equipped. Class is full-size pickups under 8,500 lbs. GVWR. **Security deposit waived. Not all buyers will
qualify for low-mileage Ford Credit Red Carpet lease. Payments may vary; dealer determines prices. First month’s payment
up to $500 made by Ford, not available on A/Z/D plan leases. *** Not available on Harley-Davidson. Escape and F150, 60
month Ford Credit APR ﬁnancing at $16.67 per month per $1,000 ﬁnanced with $0 down. Super Duty, Ford Credit limited
– term APR ﬁnancing. Residency restrictions apply. For special lease terms, APR or customer cash, take new retail delivery
from dealer stock by 4/2/07. See dealer for qualiﬁcations and complete details

$
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Bridge
Results
Six-and-a-half tables of
bridge were in play March 13
at Rappahannock Westminister-Canterbury.
Winners north/south were
first, Ilva Doggett and Kay
Williams; second, Beverly
Oren and Babs Murphy; and
third, Arden Durham and Jane
Hughes.
Winners east/west were first,
Tot Winstead and Liz Hargett;
second, Shirley Crockett and
Elaine Weekley; and third,
Rebecca Hargar and Carolyn
Reed.
The next bridge for this
group is Tuesday, March 27, at
1 p.m.

Do you remember . . .

the 1963 Texacos Softball team? How many can you name? The Texacos team will celebrate
its 50th anniversary April 14 at Dream Fields in Kilmarnock. (Photo courtesy of Kilmarnock
Museum)

Email your ADS to:
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Girl Scouts celebrate Thinking Day

Flotilla serves up awards
Flotilla 33 of the U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary held its annual
awards dinner March 12. The
event recognized volunteers who
contributed signiﬁcantly to the
ﬂotilla’s second-place standing in
the 2006 Flotilla of the Year competition in Division Three.
In addition to members and
spouses, Division Three vice
captain Joe Riley and Boswain’s
Mate Second Class Heath Canada
of Coast Guard Station Milford
Haven were on board.
Flotilla 33 commander John
Mill gave special recognition to
Jim Turner who has served ﬁve
times as commander, the ﬁrst in
1956, and who has contributed
52 years of service to the auxiliary.
Riley awarded John Hoekstra
and Mill the silver Operations
Award for their boat’s contribution in patrolling local waters
during the year. Roy Sheppard’s
Jim Thomas’ and Jim Wroth’s
vessels received bronze awards.
Richard Herbermann, Mill, Ted
Tulis and Wroth were recognized
for their time spent on patrols
and other direct operations support to the Coast Guard.
Bill Johnson and Don Gallagher, received awards for signiﬁcant contributions to the success
of last year’s public education
program.

The members of Flotilla 33
were also awarded Coast Guard
Presidential Unit Citation ribbons. This was the ﬁrst Presidential Unit Citation awarded to
the Coast Guard; it was awarded
to the active duty Coast Guard,
Coast Guard reservists and civilians, and the Coast Guard Auxiliary for exemplary service in
assisting the people of the Gulf
Coast after the destruction of
Hurricane Katrina.
Charles Bernhardt, Frans

Kasteel, Mill, Sheppard, Rita
Theisen, Thomas and Tulis
received awards for volunteering
500 or more hours. Bob Vogel
and Dave Herndon were recognized for their signiﬁcant role in
the ﬂotilla’s public affairs program.
Canada commented on how
the auxiliary is an integral part
of the Coast Guard and thanked
the members for their valuable
contribution in support of the
Coast Guard mission.

Aviators review jet
The Northern Neck/Middle
Peninsula Chapter of the Virginia
Aeronautical Historical Society
recently met at the Pilot House
Restaurant in Topping.
Aeronautical Engineer Rob
Ransone provided a program
about his assignment to Edwards
Air Force Base to work on the
development and testing of the
Convair B-58, four-engine jet,
capable of MACH 1 speed, and
capable of being refueled in the
air.
The “Hustler” had large diameter wheels with extreme pressure. At high speed at take off,
tires presented a problem blowing out. To help eliminate this
situation, take off speed was
reduced by using only three
engines.
Ransone described how the
Convair B-58 was designed to
overcome drag in supersonic
ﬂight. This was accomplished by
sweeping the wings at a larger
angle, diminishing the angle
between the body of the plane
and the wing, to allow the aircraft to ﬂy within the MACH
cone. A three dimensional “bow
wave” forms around the entire
body, and allows the Hustler to
ﬂy at supersonic speed.
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Jim Turner (left) was recognized for over 52 years of service to
the Coast Guard Auxiliary by John Mill.

He described the location
of the gas tanks, and the need
to keep the tank closest to the
engine at maximum capacity of
500 pounds of fuel. His presentation was complete with engineering facts needed to improve
its ﬂying ability, and the effect of
speed on the temperature of the
material used to build the different parts of the plane. Supersonic
MACH 2 speed raised temperature to 600 degrees, and pressure of 1,200 pounds per square
foot, and the pilot had just a few
moments to change the position
of the fuel to different tanks to
keep it where it was needed.
Problems of bailing out of the
Hustler at the very high speeds
had to be overcome.
This jet aircraft existed in service between 1956 and 1969, and
paved the way for the new breed
of supersonic giant jets.
The chapter is planning a trip
to Quantico April 26. Members
can make reservations by calling
Bob Schneider at 462-7763, who
will also give pickup locations
for the trip.
The annual meeting will be
held May 17. Don Smith, a
Marine ofﬁcer who served in
Vietnam and was a C-130 pilot,

Email your
NEWS to:
editor@rrecord.com

will speak.
Anyone may attend the monthly
meetings at the Pilot House on
the third Thursday of the month,
and may join at any meeting.

www.rrecord.com
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Let us sell your property. You will get coverage
on the internet, in the Northern Neck and the Washington,
DC area MLS and various print material. Call today!!

mail@rrecord.com

Lancaster County Girl Scouts recently celebrated World Thinking Day at the White Stone United
Methodist Church. The day includes learning through activities that increase cultural awareness
and emphasize similarities between U.S. Girl Scouts and their sisters around the world. Twenty
girls from Troops 95, 456, 663 and 3202 chose to learn about Spain. They shared information,
made crafts and learned how to make tamales. From left are Christina Bagnall, Kalin Benza,
Nadia Moss, Kristy Hoff, Abbey Nelson and Mariah Jayne.
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Serving: Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond,
Essex and Lower Westmoreland, Gloucester,
Middlesex, Mathews, King & Queen & King William
Independently Owned & Operated by Mat Ficklin
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▼ Zoning changes won’t save Camp Kitty . . . .
low camper enrollment.
In a statement to the Northumberland board of supervisors,
council president Tina Dickerson
claimed that Northumberland
County scouts have not supported the camp either through
attendance or fund-raisers in
recent years.
“No Girl Scouts who reside
in counties neighboring Northumberland County camped
at Camp Kittamaqund during
2004-2006,” she wrote. “Northumberland County Girl Scouts
comprise half of one percent of
the total girl scout membership.
. . . (Since the 1980s) the council
has not beneﬁted from Annual
Giving Campaign proceeds
raised through formal, organized
efforts on behalf of the Northum-

berland County community.”
Dickerson said extensive
damage incurred during Hurricane Isabel in 2003 created an
insurmountable ﬁnancial hardship on the organization. The
group has been trying to clean up
the property for spring camping,
Dickerson said, but the ﬁnancial
burden keeps mounting.
In a statement posted on the
Girl Scout website, Dickerson
said that because of the Northumberland board’s recent
actions council is considering
three options:
• Pursuing litigation for the
loss of funds.
• Suspending the sale of the
property and allowing it to remain
idle “given the fact the the council does not have the necessary

(continued from page A1)

resources to continue to manage
or maintain it based on the current interest and usage.”
• Pursuing some other option
“that is at least equal or better in
service to the long-term needs of
the girls we serve.”
The board of supervisors is
continuing with its zoning action
regardless of what the Girl Scout
council decides to do with the
property.
On April 5, the public may
comment on restricting lot sizes
within the conservation district
to 10 acres and requiring that
half of a conservation parcel
remain open space. The board of
supervisors and planning commission will hold a joint hearing
and take action on the proposed
zoning changes.

Capt. Bob and Debbie Jobes have been displaying their hand-carved decoys at White Stone’s ▼ Northumberland school budget . . . . (continued from page A1)
Waterfowl Show for 17 years. Residents of the “decoy capital of the world,” Havre de Grace,
Md., their prices ranged from $20 for his son’s carving out of a wooden golf club to $600 for school nurses $10,000-$20,000 requested county contribution is bles said. The proposed budget
requires a 62 percent county conless per year than surrounding $9,923,421.
a large swan.
Stables’ budget predicts a tribution, which is in line with the
counties.
“I didn’t realize we were so far decrease in funding from federal 65 percent contribution mandated
behind,” said chairman Lee Scrip- sources and sales tax. If those pro- by the state’s funding formula.
jections prove wrong, the county
The school board hesitated to
ture. “It’s embarrassing.”
The county must pitch in an portion of the bill could decrease. approve the budget with the large
additional $856,814 over last Stables also traditionally uses additional request. A few minyear’s budget to cover the cost of conservative numbers to project utes passed and nobody made a
the salary increases, plus an addi- enrollment and state funding. motion.
“I know it’s a lot of money,”
tional new bus, a division-wide Higher than predicted enrollment
by Audrey Thomasson
math specialist and mandatory could also decrease the county’s Stables said, “but if we are going
Paying homage to migrating
to be a good school system we are
increases for regional programs share.
Canada geese flying overhead
The increase is consistent with going to have to be able to attract
such as the Governor’s school and
this time of year, the White
the vocational school. The total last year’s budget request, Sta- good people.”
Stone Volunteer Fire DepartHe noted that large school disment hosted nearly 3,000
tricts like Fairfax County and
visitors and 92 of the nation’s
▼ Tree . . . . (continued from page A1)
Virginia Beach are hiring thouleading wildlife artists, craftssands of teachers every year. They
she said. “Very few hospitals of attract the best college graduates
men and carvers last weekend.
family members attended Sunthis size have a palliative care
The 28th annual Rappahanday’s anniversary celebration.
with starting salaries upwards of
unit. They’re usually found in
nock River Waterfowl Show
“I feel like the tree changes
$45,000.
larger, teaching hospitals.”
was the ultimate weekend for
the whole atmosphere in the
Counties like Northumberland
The Jesse Ball duPont Fund
the sportsman or art lover,
unit,” said medical director Dr.
can’t compete with that, Stables
offering world-class wildlife
Jennie Webb-Wright. “It makes has supported the unit since it
said: “We have to search harder
opened.
paintings, sculpture, carvings
it so much homier.”
every year to ﬁnd people who
The unit has three private
and photographs by people
While only names of those
want to choose the lifestyle we
rooms with low-lighting and
dedicated to the conservation
honored will appear on the
have in Northumberland.”
recliners for a more “at-home
of wildlife and promotion of
leaves, a book with donors
The board eventually voted 5feel.” A family room and
wildlife art.
names will be kept in a nearby
0 on a motion made by John M.
patient lounge has a television, Jett to approve the budget as proProceeds from the event ben- John Obolewicz’s artistic depiction of geese in ﬂight shows why waiting room.
small refrigerator, microwave,
efit the volunteer White Stone his booth has been one of the most popular attractions at the
The Palliative Care Unit is a
posed.
firefighters. Show found- show for the past 18 years. Obolewicz lives in Powhatan.
relatively new addition at RGH. coffee pot, reading materials
and a children’s play area. There
ers William and Pat Bruce of
Housed in the former obstetric
is a private conference room
White Stone say preparation
wing, the unit specializes in
for physician-family meetings.
takes an entire year. In fact, in itive events were also featured, that traditional carvers were the relief of pain, symptoms
Visiting times are ﬂexible and
the next week or two, they will including the International soon sharing with some of and stress related to serious
Kick Butts Campaign direcovernight stays by family mem- tor Shelia Millette this week
begin distribution of 10,000 Wildfowl Carving Associa- America’s finest artists and diseases. Its goal is to prevent
bers are accommodated.
promotional pieces on the east tion’s national decoy competi- photographers.
and relieve suffering and to
informed the Rappahannock
“They do a wonderful job
tion, which brought in entries
coast for next year’s show.
Tucked away in a back corner ensure the best possible quality
Record that Kick Butts Day is
and Dr. Webb-Wright is a
In the days prior to the event, from across the United States. of the show tent was the decoy of life for patients and their
March 28, not March 18, as the
While decoy making started booth of Capt. Bob Jobes. He families. Palliative care is given loving and compassionate
firemen were seen sprucing up
campaign earlier submitted in
person,” said Hinton’s husband press releases and photo cutthe firehouse and helping put with crude wood sculptures is not your typical artist—he at any stage of illness and can
up the big tent that houses their thrown out into the water to is also a waterman. When he is be provided at the same time as of nearly 39 years, Harvey
lines.
Hinton. “It was a blessing
biggest fund-raising event of lure ducks in for hunting, it not fishing and crabbing, Capt. curative treatment.
Public Radio station WCNV,
to have the care here locally.
developed into a sophisticated Bob is busy carving decoys
the year.
Dr. Webb-Wright has been
serving the Northern Neck, is
When Bonnie was a patient
Carving classes and compet- and popular American folk art out of pine the old-fashioned director at the unit since it
found at 89.1 FM.
there, they did everything they
way, something he has been opened in June 2005. A board
could for her and us. All the
doing for 37 years. He and his certiﬁed internist, she comwife, Debbie, displayed just a pleted her speciality training in nurses, Dr. Webb-Wright and
Dr. [Christopher] Desch did
few of the 22 species of decoys palliative medicine in DecemADVERTISE your
anything we asked. They were
he carves, including a few of ber 2005 at Virginia Commonproduct or service!
all so kind.”
his feature “antique”-styled wealth University’s Thomas
To purchase a leaf, contact
Palliative Care Unit.
decoys.
“It’s very special to have pal- the RGH Development Ofﬁce
Proudly positioned on the
front shelf were a couple of liative care in a rural hospital,” at 435-8661.
smaller pieces carved from the
wooden heads of golf clubs by
the next generation of decoy
carvers, their 15-year-old son,
Casey.
For the Jobes, carving is a
family tradition. Capt. Bob
started by copying his dad’s
style when he was 10 years old.
Over the years and after countless hunting trips, he learned to
The public is invited to an EPA Community Briefing
appreciate the natural beauty
of ducks and geese as much as
about the Puddingland Drum Dump Site cleanup,
his dad and developed his own
style.
located in Lancaster County, VA.
A native resident of Havre de
Grace, Md.—a town that bills
itself as “the decoy capital of
EPA Community Briefing
the world” because of the 30
to 40 carvers in town—Capt.
Bob’s small gallery and workshop is behind the family
What:
Update on Puddingland Drum Dump Site
home. It is filled with carving
tools, decoys in various stages
of completion and finished
When:
Tuesday, March 27, 2007
wood ducks ready for purchase
by drop-in shoppers or at the
6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
next waterfowl show.
Having a booth in a back
corner of White Stone’s festival tent didn’t seem to hurt
Where:
Lancaster High School
Kilmarnock artist Kathy Juron is an 11-year veteran of the show, Capt. Bob’s sales. By Sunday
displaying renderings of waterfowl in her paintings and stained afternoon, his decoy display
8815 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, VA.
glass. She owns Black Stump Stained Glass. Also represented in had been significantly pared
Put your ad right here!
her booth were acrylic paintings by Weems resident Susan Sills down.
and a glass sculpture by Barney Harris, owner of Zekiah
“It was a pretty good weekWho:
Representatives from:
Glass in Farnham.
end,” he said.

Waterfowl show was ‘pretty good’
for artists, customers and ﬁremen

Corrections

435-1701

Be Seen!

State forestry ofﬁcials note
concern over wildland ﬁres
C H A R L OT T E S V I L L E —
Thirty-four percent more
wooded acres have burned so
far this year than during the
same period in 2006, according to the Virginia Department
of Forestry (VDOF).
Since January 1, a total of
5,010 acres have burned compared to 3,732 in 2006. And
that has forestry officials concerned, because last year was
the most active fire season
since the year 2000.
“If the trend continues, we
could be in for another tough
year,” said John Miller, VDOF’s
director of resource protection.

“While we’ve seen a 12 percent
decrease in the number of ﬁres
over this time last year, a 34
percent increase in the number
of acres burned is something
that concerns us.”
In addition, the fires are
threatening
more
homes
and other structures. VDOF
records show that firefighters have already protected 41
percent more homes and 112
percent more other structures
(such as garages, sheds, barns)
this year than last year.
“As more and more people
move into forested areas—
called the Wildland-Urban

Interface—it becomes much
more difficult to get to and to
attack the fires,” Miller said.
“More than 94 percent of
all wildland fires in Virginia
are human-caused, with the
No. 1 reason being the burning of trash or yard debris,”
said Fred Turck, VDOF assistant director of resource protection. “This is followed by
arson, equipment use, smoking and children. Almost all
of the fires were preventable.
If people would take proper
precautions, we could greatly
reduce the fire threat in Virginia.”






Why:

435-1701

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ), and
Lancaster County
Northumberland County

EPA representatives will provide an update
on the cleanup (presentation will start at 6:30 p.m.)
followed by Questions-and-Answers to discuss any
questions or concerns the community may have
about the project.

Contact: Trish Taylor, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator
(215) 814 -5539 or taylor.trish@epa.gov
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Kilmarnock
street issues
get bumpy
for council
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—It wasn’t
exactly smooth cruising for
town council at Monday night’s
meeting when they learned
that a proposed signal light
at the intersection of Harris
and Irvington roads is still on
shaky ground and that several
Kilmarnock streets fail to meet
required standards for acceptance into the state system.
The Virginia Department
of Transportation has considered the town’s request for a
traffic signal at the accidentplagued Harris Road intersection for several months but has
not approved it. It was indicated Monday that the wait is
most likely due to local officials who are intent on going
another round rather than
accept defeat.
While the intersection falls
short on a number of mandated criteria, VDOT’s resident
administrator Sean Trapani
has not thrown in the towel.
Trapani told council Monday
that he asked the VDOT board
to consider a number of additional factors including new
development in the area and
a proposed bike path. He said
traffic engineers made an onsite inspection Monday and
that a decision is expected in
two weeks.
A council request to bring
several town streets into the
VDOT system also stalled.
Trapani delivered a report that
cited a number of developers who had not built streets
to state standards or approved
plans.
The problem appears to be a
“catch-22” for the town. While
an area is under development,
the access street is considered
to be a private road; however,
after the development is completed, in several cases VDOT
has found the street work substandard and, therefore, not
accepted into the state system.
According to VDOT records,
a road accessing Pizza Hut was
not approved to serve the Holiday Inn behind it. Trapani said
he will need to review the situation but added that the road
also does not meet current
standards.
Council also heard that the
developer of Bay Walk was
sent a list of road deficiencies two years ago and again
in recent weeks. Among the
problems, Trapani said that
two intersections at the facility
were not built with the proper
radius and the road has drainage problems.
A third problem road is by
the developer of Bay Aging on
Tartan Road and includes the
entry to Kilmarnock Lettering Company. In that case, not
only is the road not up to state
requirements, the entries do not
meet handicap requirements
and were not built according to
submitted plans.
Addressing other street
issues, Trapani said a “no
outlet” sign will be placed on
Hawthorne Road; right turn
delineation poles were scheduled to be installed in front of
the toy store on Church Street
on Tuesday; and turning lanes
at School Street and Main have
been approved for the six-year
plan.
Lee Road business owner
David Cheek addressed council on traffic problems caused
by the Wal-Mart construction.
Cheek said numerous trucks
are causing congestion for
businesses in the area resulting
in a number of vehicles cutting through his lot to get to
Route 3. He suggested that Lee
Road be turned into a one-way
street looping into the old fairgrounds road.
Trapani explained that while
Wal-Mart is under construction
its access road is private and
VDOT has no control over it.
In other business, council approved a Mutual Aid
Law Enforcement Agreement
between the county sheriff and
town police and announced
the addition of two new town
police officers, bringing the
police department up to six
officers.
Council officially designated town owned land at
Main and First streets as the
official site for the new town
center and Mayor Curtis Smith
announced plans to appoint a
citizens committee that would
advise council during the town
center planning process.

Enjoying some downtime between catches, local watermen remember why they love what they do.
Tommy Kellum (center with sunglasses) of W.E. Kellum Seafood in Weems
helps his crew weigh and unload seed oysters onto the buyboat. Once
loaded, the buyboats make the expensive trip to state grounds on either the
upper Rappahannock, Coan or Yeocomico rivers. Kellum said he also plans to
purchase some of these oysters to plant on his own grounds.

Rare sighting on the Great Wicomico
Story and photos by
Reid Pierce Armstrong
GLEBE POINT—As the gray
light of morning lifted on the Great
Wicomico River, a dozen classic
workboats emerged into view, skirting across the water, hugging the
shoreline, turning circles.
On board, men in their waterproof overalls and rubber boots
worked the dredges in crews of two
and three, pulling up seed oysters
by the bushel.
It could have been a mirage.
After all, it’s been a long time since
local oystermen have seen a day
like this.
They were pulling oysters up
faster than the buyboats could load
them. In the downtime, they sat
on the back of their rafted boats,
dangling their feet over the water,
smiles wide on their faces, catching
up and telling stories.
It’s a rare day that watermen get

out oystering like this, said Tommy
Kellum of W.E. Kellum Seafood in
Weems. In just two days last week,
they dredged up some 13 million
seed oysters from the Great Wicomico River.
“It was as good of a strike as I’ve
seen in 60 years,” said E.E. Delano,
who owns most of the beds the men
were working.
Natural strikes like this happen
on the Great Wicomico River every
so often when conditions are just
right: dry, clear, calm, Kellum said.
He remembers good strikes in the
Great Wicomico River in 1996 and
2000.
A well-established broodstock
resides upriver in Barrett’s Creek,
sending spat through the water
column and onto beds like Delano’s which have been planted with
thousands of shells waiting for an
event just like this. The large shells
provide shelter for the spat, allowing them to take hold and grow into

seed oysters.
In other areas, such as the Rappahannock River where there was
also a “tremendous” spat set this
year, there is “not the same captive
audience at the substrate to catch
them on the bottom.”
The Virginia Marine Resources
Commission has contracted the
area’s three large oyster houses—
Bevans, Cowart and Kellum—to
pull up a total of 20,000 bushels of
seed oysters from the Great Wicomico in the next two weeks as part
of an oyster replenishment project.
Five local workboats and six Tangier boats joined in the harvest.
The contractors will move the
oysters in buyboats to low-salinity
beds in the upper Rappahannock,
Yeocomico and Coan rivers where
they may have a better chance of
surviving, said ﬁsheries manager
Jim Wesson.
Disease, poor water quality and
predators such as the cow nose ray

have decimated the Chesapeake
Bay’s native oyster population in
recent decades. The state is working closely with the industry, environmentalists, scientists and federal
agencies to give the oysters a ﬁghting chance.
These interests are simultaneously conducting dozens of experiments and projects in attempt to
save the native oyster, including
cultivating disease resistant strains,
using large aquaculture systems,
building and seeding large reefs in
small rivers, netting reefs to keep
out predators and creating a seafood
market for the cow nosed ray.
The state also plans to spend several hundred thousand dollars on
purchasing and moving seed oysters such as these to state grounds.
The replenishment program puts
money in the pocket of the industry,
providing enough work to keep a
few remaining oystermen in business and to urge owners and leasors
of bottomlands to maintain their
substrate for these kind of events.
These particular oysters are ultimately slated for the market, Kellum

said. They will be raised on state
grounds, harvested in two years and
sold back to oyster packers.
Meanwhile, the contractors will
re-shell the substrate on the Great
Wicomico River in anticipation of
the next spat event.
“We completely stripped that
bottom four years ago and replanted
the shells we took at an even greater
density,” Kellum said. “We haven’t
touched it since then but there were
still no market oysters out there. That
just shows that its disease killing the
oysters, not over-harvesting.”
These seed oysters, incidentally,
are not linked to the disease-resistant strain planted by the state on a
nearby reef several years ago. The
state had hoped that experimental
reef would ultimately seed other
private beds on the river, but these
oysters don’t share that genetic
marker.
Whether this set will have a better
chance of surviving where they are
headed than they would have if they
stayed put is anyone’s guess.
“You hedge your bets the best
you can,” Wesson said.

Larry Dize of Tangier waits aboard the Amberleigh to unload
his catch of about 130 bushels. On the ﬁrst day out, watermen
were catching oysters faster than they could unload them. In
With his boat already groaning under its load, Wade Hall (left) of Wicomico Church hauls in all, the state will purchase 20,000 bushels from this strike on
one more bushel.
the Great Wicomico River.

Blue crab measures return to VMRC for permanent action
NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources Commission on Tuesday, March 27, will
consider several amendments to
blue crab harvesting regulations.
The VMRC meets at 9:30 a.m.
in the fourth ﬂoor hearing chambers at commission headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue
in Newport News. Habitat issues
are generally addressed during
the morning and ﬁsheries related
items are addressed at noon.
Public hearings will be held at
noon regarding proposals to:
• extend the lawful crab pot and
peeler pot seasons from March
17 through November 30.
• establish a daily time limit
from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 17
through March 31.
• prohibit the placing, setting
or ﬁshing of any ﬁsh pot in tidal
waters from March 12 through
March 16, except in deﬁned
upriver areas.
• extend the 51-bushel (or 17barrel) possession limit, from
March 17 through May 31, for
vessels taking or catching crabs
by crab pot.
• to repeal the prohibition on
harvest and possession of dark
sponge crabs.
• to extend the three-mile limit
line from the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay southward along the
Virginia Beach Coast to the Virginia-North Carolina line.

Some of these measures were
adopted by the VMRC last
month as emergency regulations. To remain in force, they
have to be re-adopted.

Written comments on the
proposals should be mailed
to Jack Travelstead, VMRC
Fisheries Management Division, 2600 Washington Avenue,

Third Floor, Newport News,
VA 23607 by 5 p.m. Monday,
March 26.
Copies of the proposed
amendments may be reviewed

Spring stretch

at the commission headquarters
Monday through Friday from
8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. and may be
obtained by calling the Commission at 757-247-2248.

These tundra swans are enjoying the springtime sunshine on Porpoise Creek at Belle Isle State Park. On close inspection,
what appears to be ﬁve swans is actually seven. (Photo by Katherine Shrader)

