
by Reid Pierce Armstrong

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Wayne Middleton 
owes his career to a game of 

dominoes. 
“I’d never even thought about 

being a police officer. It was the 
furthest thing from my mind,” he 
said. 

“After I got out of the Army, I 
didn’t do anything for about three 
months. I’d hang around with the 
old guys up in Callao at the store 
and we’d play dominoes and one 
of the old guys, one day, he said, 
‘Wayne, what are you going to do 
with your life?’ and I said, ‘You 
know, I really don’t know.’

“And he said, ‘Why don’t you 
go up to the sheriff ’s office and 
apply. They have an opening for a 
dispatcher.”

Twenty-one years old and fresh 
off a tour in Vietnam, Wayne didn’t 
have much interest in working at 
the sheriff ’s office, but he took his 
friend’s advice anyway, applied and 
got the job. 

Thirty-five years later, he is retir-
ing from the only career he has ever 
known, handing the reins over to 
the next generation. He has risen 
through the ranks, from dispatcher 
and jailer, to deputy, to investigator 
and finally to sheriff. 

He has served Northumberland 
County as sheriff for 16 years, run-
ning unopposed in every election 
since his first. During his tenure, 
he has seen the department triple in 
size, and he has seen the jail popu-
lation explode. 

He  also has ushered in many 
changes, from the brave new world 
of technology to a staff that is 30 
percent African American. 

“I’ve got kinda mixed feelings 

about retiring,” he said, looking out 
the slit windows behind his desk, 
the only evidence that his office 
used to be a jail cell. “I had really 
planned to stay for four more years, 
but because of medical reasons I 
decided to retire.”  

“I am going to try to enjoy it,” 
he added. “I don’t know what its 
going to be like not getting up and 
coming to work every day. Since I 
was 21, this was the only job I’ve 
ever had. I’ve been getting up in the 
morning and coming to the same 
place for 35 years.”

Looking back on his career as 
sheriff, Wayne says that, for the 
most part, he’s done what he set out 
to do.

“When I took office, I wanted 
a department where people could 
work and be happy. I wanted a 
department that would work with 
all the agencies around . . . and I 
also wanted a department that was 

more diverse as far as race is con-
cerned. I really think that over the 
years we have accomplished those 
goals.”

When Wayne joined the sheriff ’s 
office in March of 1972, the entire 
staff consisted of four deputies, two 
jailers and a matron.

“Right now we have 18 deputies, 
including a captain, two investiga-
tors, school resource officers, court 
deputies and an animal control 
officer,” he said. In all, nearly 30 
people work in the sheriff ’s office, 
including dispatchers and adminis-
trative personnel. 

Deputies now patrol the roads 24 
hours a day. 

The growing department has 
been a response to changing times 
in the Northern Neck. Incarceration 
rates have risen along with crime.

“Back then we averaged about 
three prisoners a day,” Wayne said. 
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This marks the final issue of 
the Rappahannock Record for 
2007.

No Record will be published 
the week of Christmas, and the 
office will be closed December 
21-27 for the holidays. 

The office will be open 
Friday, December 28, and until 
3 p.m. on Monday, December 
31; closed Tuesday, January 1; 
and open the remainder of the 
week, January 2-4.

The first issue of 2008 will 
be published on Thursday, Jan-
uary 3. Due to the New Year’s 
Day holiday, most articles, 
photos and advertisements are 
due by 4 p.m. Friday, Decem-
ber 28. The final deadline is 10 
a.m. Monday, December 31, 
for articles without photos and 
for display ads that are repeated 
from a previous issue or those 
submitted in the portable docu-
ment format (pdf).

By email, news items may be 
submitted to editor@RRecord.
com and advertisements may 
be sent to mail@RRecord.
com.

LANCASTER—With the 
intention of putting things in 
their proper places, Lancaster 
supervisors will consider pro-
posed changes to the limited 
agricultural (A-1) and general 
agricultural (A-2) zoning dis-
tricts December 27 at 7 p.m. 
in the General District court-
room.

According to planning direc-
tor Don Gill, the proposed 
changes have come from the 
planning commission and are 
“intended to make permitted 
uses more consistent with the 
spirit and intent” of the two 
zoning districts.

A complete text of the pro-
posed changes can be accessed 
at www.lancova.com or the 
planning office.

County administrator Bill 
Pennell also will brief the 
board on the current status 
of negotiations between the 
county attorney and attorneys 
for New Tides LLC regarding 
a proffer made to the county 
more than three years ago 
as part of an application to 
change a zoning district clas-
sification.

The proffer question con-
cerns an enlargement of the 
Tides Utilities North wastewa-
ter treatment plant or provid-
ing a connection to the Town 

Sheriff Wayne Middleton is retir-
ing from pubic service.

Home for Christmas
A young soldier, home for the holidays, peeks through the window at an old-fashioned Christmas celebration on 
board the Rappahannock General Hospital float during the Kilmarnock Christmas Parade Friday night. The float 
won the Charlie Carneal Memorial Award. The 29th annual illuminated parade included a record number of floats 
and was nearly two hours long. For a list of parade winners, see page A14. For more parade photos, see the Seasons 
Greetings section. (Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi)

To be presented
Some 23 area young ladies will be presented at the 112th Holly Ball at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club December 28. From left are (front row) Miss Katelyn Carter 
Tignor, Miss Clare Randolph Clements, Miss Afton Elizabeth Jenkins, Miss Caitlin 
Rebecca Hall, Miss Andrea Tatianna Pitman and Miss Amanda Dawn Dreylick; (next 
row) Miss Alanna Rhiannon Jenkins, Miss Lauren Adair Harrow, Miss Alexandra Eliza-
beth Sherrill, Miss Tabitha Ann Rinehart, Miss Emily Anne Webb, Miss Kylie Brooke 
Robbins, Miss Virginia Caitlin Mapes and Miss Allison Patricia Ledwith; (next row) 
Miss Kari Elizabeth Mitchell, Miss Jocelyn Maguire Stephens, Miss Victoria Hart Pick-
ett, Miss Brittany Lauren Jefferson, 2006 Queen Lacie Marie Deihl, Miss Ann Elizabeth 
Carpenter, Miss Madison Rose Smith, Miss Sarah Alexandra Robertson, Miss Margaret 
Anne Cox and Miss Anne Randolph Wilkins. See page A 7.

Record office
to observe
holiday schedule

Ag district
changes
return 
for hearing

Sheriff Middleton retiring after 35 years
with department, including 16 in command

“I would like to recognize all the people who have worked 
for me, and my family: my wife who puts up with me and the 
phone calls and the leaving at night, and my three children 
who put up with the fact that their father was sheriff while 
they were going through the school system.”

—Sheriff Wayne Middleton
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Several area churches have 
planned Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day services.

The following churches noti-
fied the Rappahannock Record 
of their special services.

Christmas Eve
December 24

★ Campbell Memorial Pres-
byterian in Weems will hold a 
candlelight communion service 
at 5 p.m. The Sermon will be 
“Face of Nativity.”

★ Claybrook Baptist Church 
in Weems will hold a service at 
7 p.m.

★ Heathsville United Meth-
odist Church in Heathsville will 
hold a candlelight communion 
service at 7 p.m.

★ St. Stephen’s Episcopal  
Church will  hold a candlelight 
Eucharist service at 8:30 p.m. 
at Heathsville United Methodist 
Church in Heathsville.

★ Henderson United Method-
ist Church in Callao will hold 
candlelight services at 3 p.m. 
and 10 p.m.

★ Kilmarnock Baptist 
Church in Kilmarnock will hold 
a service at 6:30 p.m.

★ Lebanon Baptist Church in 
Lancaster will hold a candlelight 
communion service at 10 p.m.

★ Providence Baptist Church 
in Heathsville will hold a 
Christmas program with fellow-
ship at 7:30 p.m.

★ Saint Francis de Sales 
Catholic Church in Kilmarnock 
will hold Mass at 5 p.m. and     
7 p.m.

★ Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock will hold a festive 
Eucharist service at 4:30 p.m., 
a service of carols at 10:30 p.m. 
and a festive Eucharist service 
at 11 p.m.

★ Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Lancaster will hold a Eucha-
rist service at 4 p.m.

★ St. Mary’s Whitechapel 
Episcopal Church near Lively 
will hold a Eucharist service at 
10 p.m.

★ St. James Anglican/Epis-
copal Church in Gloucester will 
hold a caroling and worship at 
11 p.m.

★ Bethel-Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church will hold a 
candlelight service at 7 p.m. at 
Bethel Church near Lively.

★ Kilmarnock United Meth-
odist Church in Kilmarnock will 
hold a service of lessons and 
carols at 7 p.m. and a candle-
light communion service at 11 
p.m.

★ Melrose United Methodist 
Church in Lottsburg will hold 
a dinner at 6 p.m., “Birthday 
Party for Jesus” at 6:45 p.m. and 
worship at 7 p.m.

★ White Stone United Meth-
odist Church in White Stone 
will hold a community service 
at 7:30 p.m.

★ Saint John’s Church in 
Warsaw will hold a service at 
11 p.m.

Christmas Day
December 25

★ Saint Francis de Sales 
Catholic Church in Kilmarnock 
will hold Mass at 11 a.m.

★ Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock will hold a Eucha-
rist service at 10 a.m.

★ Farnham Church in Farn-
ham will hold a service at 4 p.m.

Follow 
the star

(continued on page A15)

(continued on page A15)
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to join the 

Record’s 

Dining Guide

Cash Prize of

This Friday, Dec. 21, 2007

�����
Guaranteed!

�����
Ruritan Recreation Center • Rt. 201, in Lively

Doors open at 5:45 pm and games start at 7 pm
To benefit the Upper Lancaster Vol. Fire Department

SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

SUN, DEC. 23 MON, DEC. 24

SAT, DEC. 22FRI, DEC. 21
NATIONAL TREASURE
2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 9:55
I AM LEGEND (PG13)
2:30, 5:05, 7:25, 9:40
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
3:10, 5:10, 7:10, 9:10
PERFECT HOLIDAY (PG)
2:45, 5:05, 7:15, 9:25
THIS CHRISTMAS (PG)
2:50, 5:15, 7:35, 9:55

NATIONAL TREASURE
5:00, 7:30, 9:55
I AM LEGEND (PG13)
5:05, 7:25, 9:40
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
5:10, 7:10, 9:10
PERFECT HOLIDAY (PG)
5:05, 7:15, 9:25
THIS CHRISTMAS (PG)
5:15, 7:35, 9:55

NATIONAL TREASURE
2:30, 5:00, 7:30
I AM LEGEND (PG13)
2:30, 5:05, 7:25
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
3:10, 5:10, 7:10
PERFECT HOLIDAY (PG)
2:45, 5:05, 7:15
THIS CHRISTMAS (PG)
2:50, 5:15, 7:35

NATIONAL TREASURE
2:30, 5:00
I AM LEGEND (PG13)
2:30, 5:05
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
3:10, 5:10
PERFECT HOLIDAY (PG)
2:45, 5:05
THIS CHRISTMAS (PG)
2:30, 5:15

TUES, DEC 25 WED & THURS, DEC. 26 & 27
ALIEN VS. PREDATOR
7:20
THE GREAT DEBATORS (PG13)
7:10
NATIONAL TREASURE
7:30
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
7:15
I AM LEGEND (PG13)
7:25

ALIEN VS. PREDATOR
1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20
THE GREAT DEBATORS (PG13)
2:15, 4:45, 7:10
NATIONAL TREASURE
2:30, 5:00, 7:30
ALVIN & CHIPMUNKS (PG)
1:10, 3:10, 5:10, 7:10
I AM LEGEND (PG13)
12:15, 2:30, 5:05, 7:25
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December
20 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Photo Group 
meets at 2 p.m. at the 
Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art 
of Coffee in Montross. 493-
0873.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet 
at 2 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Community College in 
Warsaw.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of White 
Stone. Men, women and 
newcomers are invited. No 
reservations are needed. 
462-7605.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Rice’s Hotle/Hughletts 
Tavern. 580-3377. 
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110. 

21 Friday
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center in 
Lively at 5:45 p.m.

22 Saturday
Lunch With Santa will be 
held at Wicomico United 
Methodist Church from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Lunches 
range from $2.50 to $5.

23 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
holds its lunch brunch at 
Great Fortune in Kilmarnock 
immediately following church 
services.

24 Monday
Christmas Eve 
Game Day will be held 
by the Northumberland 
Woman’s Club at 11:30 a.m. 
Cards and board games. 
453-4473.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone. 
Men, women and newcomers 
are invited. No reservations. 
462-7605.

25 Tuesday
Christmas Day

26 Wednesday
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meet at 2:30 p.m. at 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock. 438-
5127.

Rock for the soul
Christian rock recording artists NEEDTOBREATHE (above), Unsed, and local musicians 
will be featured at a Hard Rock Coffee House from 7 to 10 p.m. January 4 at the White 
Stone Church of the Nazarene, 57 Whisk Drive, near White Stone. Admission is a canned 
food item. For more concert information, visit www.hardrockcoffeehouse.com.

26 Wednesday
The RFM Quilters meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The Lancaster Lions Club 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
Rose’s Crab House in 
Kilmarnock.
The Northern Neck Model 
Railroad Exhibit is open 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. $5 adult/$3 
seniors/free for children 
under age 12.

27 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m.  at The Art 
of Coffee in Montross. 493-
0873.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
An Alzheimer’s Support 
Group will meet at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury at 10:30 a.m. 
695-9382.
A Cancer Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
General Hospital at 3 p.m. 
435-8593.
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110.
The Board of Supervisors 
for Lancaster County will 
meet  at 7 p.m.
Mahjong will be played at 
10:30 a.m. at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone. Drinks 
and dessert provided. Tables 
of three or more. $2 per 
person. 438-4152.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Rice’s Hotle/Hughletts 
Tavern. 580-3377.
The Northern Neck Model 
Railroad Exhibit is open 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. $5 adult/$3 
seniors/free for children 
under age 12. 

28 Friday
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center in 
Lively at 5:45 p.m.
The RFM Quilters meet 
at 1 p.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Stitchers meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The Holly Ball will be held 
at Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club. Debutantes 
will be presented at 9 p.m.

28 Friday
The Northern Neck Model 
Railroad Exhibit is open 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. $5 adult/$3 
seniors/free for children 
under age 12.

29 Saturday
Christmas will be celebrated 
at George Washington 
Birthplace National 
Monument from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. December 29. 
The Northern Neck Model 
Railroad Exhibit is open 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. $5 adult/$3 
seniors/free for children 
under age 12.

30 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
will hold its lunch brunch 
at Kentucky Fried Chicken 
in Kilmarnock immediately 
following church services.
The Northern Neck Model 
Railroad Exhibit is open 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. $5 adult/$3 
seniors/free for children 
under age 12.

31 Monday
New Yearʼs Eve

January
1 Tuesday
New Yearʼs Day
A Polar Bear Plunge will be 
conducted by the Northern 
Neck Family YMCA from 2 to 
4  p.m. at Camp Kekoka at 
the end of Boys Camp Road 
near Kilmarnock. 438-5187.

2 Wednesday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 2:30 p.m. 
at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock. 438-
5127.

2 Wednesday
The RFM Quilters meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
Duplicate Bridge will 
be played at 1 p.m. at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. 435-3441.
The Woman’s Club Of 
White Stone will meet at the 
clubhouse at 11:30 a.m. Bring 
a lunch. Drinks and dessert 
furnished..

3 Thursday
 Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The RFM  Photo Group 
meets at 2 p.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m.  at The Art 
of Coffee in Montross. 493-
0873..
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110.
The Airport Club of Hummel 
Field meets at 6 p.m. for a 
dinner meeting at The Pilot 
House at Topping. 758-5500.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet 
at 10 a.m. at Wicomico 
Episcopal Church in 
Wicomico Church.
The White Stone Town 
Council will meet at 7 p.m. at 
the town office.
American Legion Post 117 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the Post 
Home on School Street in 
Reedville.
The Heathsville Forge 
Blacksmith Guild meets from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Rice’s 
Hotle/Hughletts Tavern. 580-
3377. 
(Submit calendar items to  
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)
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Thank you for your outstanding support 
during 2007.

May the coming year bring you
many happy travel memories.
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■ Model railroad
The annual Northern Neck 

Model Railroad Exhibit will 
continue through January 13 
at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum at 504 Main Street 
in Reedville. Over 100 feet of 
track layout and scale model 
buildings depict bygone days 
in the villages of Reedville, 
Heathsville, Irvington and 
White Stone. Admission is 
$5 adults, $3 for seniors and 
free for children ages 12 and 
under. 

The museum is open from 
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily 
the week between Christmas 
and New Year’s; and week-
ends in January through Jan-
uary 13 (closed Christmas 
and New Year’s eve and day).

■ Lunch with Santa
On Saturday, December 22, 

Santa will be at Wicomico 
United Methodist Church from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. to have 
lunch with the youngsters.

Soup, hot dog, and a drink 
will be served for $5. Soup and 
drink or hot dog and drink will 
cost $2.50.

A gift shop will be open for 
children to buy small, inexpen-
sive gifts for parents, siblings, 
or friends. Baked goods, jarred 
soups, ribbons, wrapping 
paper, cards, wreaths, bows of 
all sizes, and Rada knives also 
will be available at reasonable 
prices.

■ Here’s the beef
Fairfi elds United Methodist 

Church in Burgess will serve 
a roast beef dinner January 19 
from 5 to 7 p.m. The menu is 
roast beef, mashed potatoes, 
vegetable, salad, rolls, bev-
erage and dessert. The fee is 
$10 for adults and $6 for chil-
dren under age 12. Takeouts 
are available by calling 453-
2631. 

■ Birthplace
George Washington Birth-

place National Monument will 
close at 2 p.m December 24. 
The park will remain closed 
all of December 25, Christmas 
Day. It will reopen December 
26 when the Memorial Area 
will be decorated by costumed 
interpreters.

The park will host an admis-
sion free day December 29 with 
the celebration of “A Wash-
ington Family Christmas.” 
George Washington Birthplace 
National Monument also will 
be closed January 1.

■ Community support
The Salvation Army is con-

ducting its annual fund drive 
to support a variety of commu-
nity initiatives assisting those 
in need. Outreach includes 
Christmas for some 175 chil-
dren, helping families who 
are burned out of their homes, 
Thanksgiving dinner for six 
families, sending kids to camp 
and utility bill assistance.

To make a donation, con-
tact chairman Dianna Carter at 
438-6322.

■ Music for the soul
Christian rock recording 

artists NEEDTOBREATHE, 
Unsed, and local musicians 
will be featured at a Hard 
Rock Coffee House from 7 to 
10 p.m. January 4 at the White 
Stone Church of the Nazarene 
at 57 Whisk Drive near White 
Stone.

Admission is a canned 
food item to restock the Fook 
Bank. Coffee, drinks and cin-
namon buns will be available 
for a small fee. For more con-
cert information, visit www.
hardrockcoffeehouse.com.

Nelson M. Jones III, chief 
counsel to Sen. Jim Webb, 
will speak at the January 
8 meeting of the Northern 
Neck Chapter of the Mili-
tary Officers Association of 
America at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury at 
11:30 a.m.

Jones is a U.S. Naval 
Academy graduate and 
former Marine. While in the 
Corps, he obtained a master’s 
and doctorate of law from 
Georgetown University Law 
Center.

His fi rm, Nicholas & Jones 
LLP, was formed in 1994 as 
a general practice partnership 
focusing on general litigation. 

Jones is one of a team of 
three lawyers who success-
fully litigated a judgment of 

�����������

Sen. Webb’s chief counsel
to speak at military luncheon

$18.5 million dollars against 
the government of Iraq for 
kidnapping and illegally 
imprisoning four Americans 
after the Gulf War. The team 
also secured a judgment of 
$17.8 million dollars against 
the government of Libya on 
behalf of two torture vic-
tims. 

They are currently repre-
senting the family victims 
of the U.S.S. Cole bombing 
against the government of 
Sudan. 

Jones will address issues 
associated with terrorist 
organizations and the inves-
tigation of the U.S.S. Cole 
bombing.

The luncheon is $15. For 
reservations, call Jack Reavill 
at 435-0535.

“Christmas in old Kilmar-
nock” is the theme of the 
current Kilmarnock Museum 
exhibition.

Old toys, photos, news 
clippings and decorations of 
Christmases past will all be 
on display until Christmas.

The museum is open Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday from 

Kilmarnock Museum News

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission 
is always free and there is  
ample off-street parking.

THE RECORDONLINEwww.rrecord.com

Happy Holidays
from the

Rapphannock Record
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 Excerpts    by Henry Lane Hull

by Robert Mason Jr.
Some 1.9 billion holiday greeting cards are sent to family 

and friends every year.
I remember as a child how excited my mother would get 

upon receiving a Christmas card from a particular friend 
or family member. Cards were the topic of conversation 
around the dinner table.

We’d pass them around, reading the messages, observing 
the handwriting, comparing the signatures. Several of my 
uncles and aunts have handwriting that looks exactly like 
dad’s.

The cards were prominently displayed or placed in a 
basket for all to share.

Mom and dad always sent cards out. They would make a 
list and check it a half dozen times. Choosing the cards was 
almost as big a production as choosing the Christmas tree.

Often, the exchanging of Christmas cards would be the 
only communication among the folks for the entire year.

There seemed to be two distinct kinds of people in the 
world. Those who sent Christmas cards, and those who 
didn’t. Of course, I wanted to grow up to be among the 
senders of such greetings.

Some years that happens. Most years it doesn’t. It has 
been several years since I posted a Christmas card. That 
explains why I don’t receive many cards.

There have been some years when I’ve only received 
cards from my mother, my sisters and my insurance man.

When I do get around to sending them again, it may 
shock a few folks right out of this world. So, it’s easy to see 
why it’s just not a priority.

I think it also might be a generational thing. The exchang-
ing of cards appears to be more of a priority among my 
mother’s peers than mine.

She’d stay up all night to make sure the cards get to the 
post office in time for folks to get them before Christmas.

I’ve been known to scratch through the Merry Christmas, 
write in Happy New Year and send them a day or two after 
Christmas. Nobody loses any sleep.

Hark! I could just pen something here and let it go at that.
While reading Why Does Santa Wear Red?... and 100 

Other Christmas Curiosities Unwrapped, by Meera Lester, 
I came across something that would make an excellent 
Christmas greeting.

It’s a 14th-century German Christmas song of joy that 
became known as “Christ Was Born on Christmas Day” 
after John Mason Neale, and English clergyman and author, 
translated it into English.

“Christ was born on Christmas Day,
Wreathe the holly, twine the bay;
Christus natus hodie (Christ this day is born);
The Babe the Son, the Holy One of Mary.
He is born to set us free,
He is born our Lord to be,
Ex Maria Virgine (Of the Virgin Mary),
The God, the Lord, by all adored forever.
Let the bright red berries glow,
Ev’rywhere in goodly show,
Christus natus hodie;
The Babe, the Son, the Holy One of Mary.
Christian folk, rejoice and sing,
‘Tis the birthday of a King,
Ex Maria Virgine;
The God, the Lord, by all adored forever.”
Merry Christmas.
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by Bob’s Almanac

This year my good wife and I decided 
to eschew exchanging Christmas pres-
ents as we have undertaken rebuilding 

a large chunk of our old farmhouse. Unlike 
others, ours is not a period piece, but rather 
a piece of many periods. There was an earlier 
house on the site, but the present core was 
built about 1901. 

We came up with that date because our 
neighbor, Jerry Dawson, who was born on 
January 10, 1898, said that his earliest mem-
ories were playing with wooden blocks that 
his father, a local carpenter, would bring 
home from the job each evening. That struc-
ture was a typical rendition of the era with a 
center hall with two parlors on either side, 
and a stairway reaching an upper hall on the 
second floor leading to two large bedrooms 
and one small one.

The kitchen was in a separate quarter, con-
nected to the main house by an open porch, 
which was enclosed later. In 1935, another 
neighbor, Dan Whittaker, about whom I have 
written previously, undertook as one of his 
f irst construction jobs working on building 
a large dining room in the rear of the main 
house, with a bedroom of the same size 
above it. 

 At that time the wood-shingle roof was 
covered with the standing seam metal which 
still serves, albeit with many coats of paint 
since 1935. From the attic the wood shingle 
still peers through the rough-cut sheathing, 
and looks to be solid. With the metal roofing 
came elaborate lightning rods, the original 
glass balls of which indicate that the house 
has been spared. Deo Gratias!

In 1969, my parents engaged Dan Whit-
taker for a reprise visit to build double-decker 
porches overlooking the fields and ultimately 
the bay, on the back of the house. I remember 
one afternoon when he wanted me to come 
up to see the roof, and I said that I was not 
sure-footed with heights, and he said, “Get 
down right now. If you can’t walk around up 
here like you would on the ground, you have 
no business coming up here.” That was only 
one of many words of wisdom I learned and 
remembered from him.

In 1977, my father engaged Aldolph 
Burrell to tear down the wing of a house in 

upper Essex County and brought the materi-
als to our barn. The following year he and 
his nephew, Sam Carter, used them to build 
a large parlor off the north end of the main 
house. It is the ultimate in recycling, from a 
1790 Alexandria doorway to a mantel from an 
old Northumberland home. Later I rebuilt the 
stairway to make it more gradual, and made 
the south parlor into a library with built-in 
bookcases.

There were few other major changes from 
then until I committed matrimony. At some 
juncture the kitchen had been moved into the 
former porch, and it needed major repairs. 
My bride and I decided to make it our own, 
which led to J.P. and Steve Conley removing 
it and rebuilding with a new larger kitchen, 
followed by an open deck off of it. Like 
Topsey, the house had kept growing, as we 
did, with the first B.E. 15 months later, and 
the second 15 months later still. 

Two years ago we decided to rework 
the double-decker porches, for which we 
engaged Bobby Smith, who having finished 
that task along with remodeling the dining 
room and bedroom above it, now has begun 
the tripling of the kitchen area, and the roof-
ing over of the former open deck. We found 
that four people, two of whom are doing rig-
orous homework each evening, at least we 
hope they are, needed more space.

Bobby and his team are making headway 
and Wayne Jessie and his crew are putting a 
new standing seam metal roof to match with 
the old one, in the tradition of his late father, 
Frank, who did the last additional roofing. 

This is the biggest Christmas present 
either of us has ever given or received. I am 
thinking of wrapping up a two-by-four for 
my good wife to open on Christmas morn-
ing, but instead I probably shall say, “Merry 
Christmas, Dear. Ever since you came over 
from the Eastern Shore all those years ago, I 
have wanted to build you the jewel box that 
you deserve, and here it is.”

To all the readers who have followed these 
lines each week for all or part of the 24 years 
that I have been penning them, I also wish a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year here 
in the true jewel box of America, the North-
ern Neck. 

(Reprinted from the December 
13, 1907, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Boat Notes

Steamer Lancaster broke her 
shaft near Bayport, Wednesday 
of last week and drifted down the 
river (Rappahannock) to a point 
opposite Carter’s Creek, where 
she went aground. Steamers Mid-
dlesex, Calvert and Potomac tried 
to float her Thursday morning, but 
the tide was too low. Friday morn-
ing she got off by working one of 
her side wheels whose shaft was 
still good.

The steamer St. Mary’s, of the 
Md., Del. and Va. Ry. Co. was 
burned in the Patuxent River 
Thursday. A colored waiter was 
burned to death. The crew, includ-
ing Capt. James Gourley, had 
narrow escapes from the flames. 
The St. Mary’s was stranded  on 
the bar when the fire broke out. 
She had gone ashore Wednesday 
night in a gale. She was bound 
out from Baltimore, and Benedict 
was to have been her last stopping 
place for the day. Consequently, 
most of her freight and all of her 
passengers had been landed. The 
vessel was valued at $80,000, and 
is fully insured. The vessel was an 
old Weems Liner.
Captain Shoots Mate

Capt. Tollie F. Wright, of Mid-
dlesex County,  Va., master of 
the schooner Hester H. Waters, 
lying in Spring Garden, Balti-
more, is locked up on the charge 
of shooting his brother-in-law, 
Paul B. Gray, mate of the schoo-
ner. The Baltimore police declare 
the shooting followed a quarrel, 
but Captain Wright says it was 
an accident. Gray’s wound is not 
serious.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library.)

Yesteryear
in Lancaster

Letters to the Editor

From Carol Dawson, 
chairman, 99th Legislative Dis-
trict Republican Committee

It was a memorable occasion 
last Thursday, Dec. 13, when 
former Del. Rob Wittman of 
Westmoreland County was 
sworn in as the new Congress-
man for the First Congressional 
District of Virginia. 

My husband and I were 
among a small group of sup-
porters attending last-minute 
arrangements for his swearing-
in on the floor of the House of 
Representatives in Washing-
ton.

We in the 99th Legislative 
District of Virginia will sorely 
miss our former delegate. He 
was a reliable, conscientious, 
and hard-working delegate 
who performed his duties with 
care and with great love for the 

Great 
expectations

people of our district.
I expect him to serve just 

as reliably as a Member of 
the House of Representatives. 
These are perilous and uncer-
tain times in the nation, and we 
needed to send our very best to 
Washington to succeed our late 
Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis. 
I believe we have that person in 
Rob Wittman, and fortunately, 
the people of the First District 
agreed. 

Republicans in District 99 
now are taking steps to find a 
replacement to carry on Rob 
Wittman’s work in Richmond.

From Catherine Crabill, 
Irvington

As I drove through Kilmar-
nock this cold morning after 
dropping my sons off at school, 
I was struck by my doubts, not 
so long ago, during the extreme 
makeover of Main Street. 

The streets were all torn up 
and the traffic was crazy trying 
to negotiate the never-ending 
detours of the construction 
zones. I remember how I shook 
my head and rued the day that 
Lee Capps presided over this 
seeming debacle. I can only 
imagine the pressure he endured 
as many of us doubters opined 
about the good old days when 
he should have left well enough 
alone. Only a cool head with a 
clear vision and determination 
could have survived those days 
of upheaval.

So it is that I offer my apol-
ogy for doubting you, Lee 
Capps. I love Main Street. I 
love the way traffic has slowed 
down for pedestrians by clever 
design and feel a sense of awe 
as we enjoy its new charm. It is 
brilliant and beautiful and worth 
the trouble. And so are you Lee 
Capps. I join the chorus of sup-
port for your return to the posi-
tion you earned and so richly 
deserve as town manager.

Change of heart

From Jill Bessler, 
Lancaster

Last week held two oppor-
tunities for the public to hear 
the Lancaster Bands perform 
Christmas and parade music. 
On December 14, the Lan-
caster High School Gymna-
sium was bursting with  joyous 
sound generated by some of 
the area’s finest musicians. 
The bleachers literally vibrated 
with the Marching Band’s first 
ever performance of the special 
arrangements  they will play 
in New Orleans in January at 
the BCS College Champion-
ship game. They are honored to 

Support the band

be one of only 7 bands in the 
country chosen to participate in 
this event.

The delightful Kilmarnock 
Christmas Parade December 
15 showcased the Lancaster 
Middle School Band and wound 
up with the LHS Marching 
Band and Flag/Majorette Team 
spanning the downtown area 
playing Christmas music that 
ushered Santa into Kilmar-
nock. 

Almost everyone who has 
lived here or visited our area 
for any length of time knows 
of the accomplishments of 
the Lancaster band program. 
These fine musicians are cre-
ated through what is usually 
a seven-year partnership  that 
includes  the school system, 
students, their families, the 
Band Boosters, individual and 
business community support  
and our three fine directors: 
Glen Burtner, Kenny Flester 
and Robbie Spiers. Most read-
ers might not care to know 
about the daily details required 
to make a Band Program this 
successful, but what  we should 
care about is that this  music 
program for our students not 
only teaches them to play an 
instrument, but gives them the 
opportunity to develop a sense 
of responsibility and  work 
together as a team to achieve 
the band motto: “Excellence in 
Motion.” 

These are the children, 
grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews  of the  residents who 
make up the backbone of this 
community. Whether  we live 
here full or part time, or even 
just vacation here, they deserve 
our support each and every 
year. Please be a part of the 
continued success of this  out-
standing band program by 
mailing contributions to Lan-
caster Band Boosters, P.O. Box 
3, Lancaster, VA 22503.

From Gilbert and Elizabeth 
Mesec, Hague

Congratulations to Rob Wit-
tman on his recent election to 
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. I know that he will serve 
with honor and will put his con-
stituents before party politics.

But that leaves us wondering 
“What now?”

The fact that Rob Wittman’s 
seat in the Virginia House of 
Delegates is now open means 
that we will have to hold a spe-
cial election on some date in 
the coming months.

Albert Pollard has said that he  
would run  for his former  posi-
tion in the House of Delegates. 
His run for State Senate proved 

Support Pollard

that he is well supported by the 
Northern Neck.

The Northern Neck was well 
served by Albert before and 
there is no one that we would 
trust more to represent our 
values and way of life. Please 
support Albert Pollard.

From Jim Wright, M.D., 
White Stone

I applaud the board of super-
visors’ courage in addressing 
the lack of waterfront access in 
Lancaster County.

It very well may be that 
Ashley Cove proves to be the 
wrong place for any number of 
reasons, but  I suspect that what 
Mr. Pennell and Mr. Curry said 
is also right—there  seems to 
be a longstanding resistance 
to public water access in Lan-
caster county.  We are a  great 
community gathered around  
the great treasure of a beauti-
ful river. Whether by design 
or lack of foresight, however, 
what should be a  treasure 
shared by all has become just 
another place where the poor 
and powerless are excluded.

I understand the natural 
inclination of NIMBY—it’s not 
fair to purchase a dream home 
and find that it’s adjacent to a 
county park.

There is a greater unfairness, 
though, in a history of water 
access policies that exclude the 
majority from enjoying public 
waterways.  True fairness dic-
tates that we all recognize this: 
convenient water access should 
not cost a half million dollars, 
it should simply be the result 
of living in this county.  Yes, 
it’s messy —details about road 
improvements, facilities and  
preserving wetlands need to be 
worked out— but this county is 
up to the task and the supervi-
sors rolled up their sleeves and 
took action.

By the way, I couldn’t just 
write a letter, I had to write a 
song as well. Check out  http://
www.reverbnation.com/jim-
wright, and click on “Water-
land.”

Fairness 
dictates water 
access for all

The
Record
Online

www.rrecord.com

How do YOU
stay informed?

Every day, decisions
are made about how
to spend your tax 
dollars. Where is 
your money going?

You can find out by
picking up your local
newspaper and read-
ing public notices.

Now, Virginia newspapers are giving
you another option to access many
public notices: your computer. 

Visit www.publicnoticeads.com and
click on Virginia to find an online 
version of public records published by
this newspaper and across the state. 

www.publicnoticeads.com
Another way newspapers are 

keeping you informed. Every day. 
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From William A. Crowther,
Burgess

We have been very fortunate 
over the years to have a sher-
iff who really cares about our 
community.

Having been a volunteer for 
many years, collectively some 
31, I have come to know Wayne 
Middleton well and respect 
grew out of many challenges 
that presented itself along the 
way.

We hear the term “servant” 
used a lot today, but in my 
opinion, Wayne truly meets 
this expectation, because I 
think there is no higher calling 
than to serve your fellow man, 
which is what Wayne has done.

Wayne, you are a true servant 
of your community, so Sheriff 
Wayne Middleton, I wish you 
many years of health and hap-
piness in your retirement.

A true servant

From Carolyn Reed,
White Stone

When I was driving home 
from church on Sunday, I 
noticed some plastic bags 
thrown away on my street.

I ride my bike on my street 
every day and took a large plas-
tic bag to pick up the trash. I 
fi lled up one bag and later 
came back and fi lled another 
bag. My husband immediately 
put everything along with our 
trash and took it away because 
it was so disgusting.

What was in the bags looked 
like large chunks of venison or 
beef, and some fi sh items.  They 
had not started to smell so they 
had not been there for long.

Whoever would do this is a 
very ignorant uncaring person.

If my neighbor’s dogs had 
found this after it has rotted, it 
would have made them ill. My 
dog is always with me or my 
husband and does not run out 
of our yard alone.

I get so upset about the trash 
and all the stupid people who 
cause this problem in the area. I 
picked up many bags of trash in 
my area, but nothing like this. If 
you read this letter and you did 
this, you should be ashamed of 
yourself.

Neighborhood 
is no place 
for garbage

From Jason Bellows,
LHS science teacher

The recent attention to the 
proposed public boat ramp 
in Ocran brings to mind the 
utter and complete failure and 
breakdown of our local govern-
ment on all levels.

It is unconscionable and 
undemocratic that our local 
offi cials would hold a secret 
meeting to approve a 25-year 
lease with the Hubbard family 
without any public input on 
the matter. We live in a coun-
try that is supposed to be “of 
the people, by the people, and 
for the people.” All matters 
of business conducted by the 
board of supervisors should be 
open to public discourse. This 

Support schools, 
not a boat ramp

seems to be yet another good-
old-boy system of government 
where you scratch my back, I’ll 
scratch yours.

There are  many reasons why 
the Ocran location is not suit-
able to build such a project, 
as stated by the many citizens 
who have come out to oppose 
it. However, my beef with such 
a project is cost! I believe that 
the need for such a facility is 
completely exaggerated. We 
already have a boat ramp in the 
upper end of the county and a 
wonderful state park. Also, just 
across the county line in Nor-
thumberland we have another 
state park at Hughlett Point. 
There is access to the water 
for boats at Chesapeake Boat 
Basin in Kilmarnock and on 
Antipoison Creek in the Wind-
mill Point area. If you can’t 
afford the few dollars to launch 
your boat, you certainly can’t 
afford the boat and the gas to 
go anywhere.

As a teacher in Lancaster, 
I have been at odds with anti-
school board of supervisors 
currently in power. At a time 
when the county will have 
to pay more of the schools’ 
operating budget to cover cur-
rent spending, how is it we 
can afford such a project? For 
years, we teachers have fought 
for raises, and year after year 
we are told funds are not avail-
able. So when I hear that the 
county is spending upwards of 
$300,000 on a boat ramp, I have 
to ask what is their priority? Is 
it more important for people to 
be able to launch boats for free, 
or to educate our youth?

The schools have gone under-
funded so long by the current 
board of supervisors that our 
needs are enormous. I think 
those funds would be better 
spent toward building new pri-
mary and high schools, because 
the current buildings are in total 
disrepair. I hope that the current 
board will wise up and listen to 
the public and spend tax dollars 
where they are needed most. I 
hope, come the next election, 
the local political parties will 
actually get qualifi ed people 
to run so we as citizens have a 
choice in who is overseeing our 
local government. The current 
board can be summed up with 
one word, “incompetent.”

��������
�������������

Post-election party
Lancaster County Republican Party chairman Joan Black-
stone (left) helped First District Representative-elect Rob 
Wittman celebrate at a post-election victory party Decem-
ber 11 in Tappahannock. Rep. Wittman was sworn into 
offi ce December 13 by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. (Photo 
by Frank Smith)

Take some time 
to take it easy

Usually, I take wisdom from 
a reliable source pretty seri-
ously, whether it comes from 
my calendar, a book, a friend 
or an email.

I often get emails from alter-
native health gurus, organiza-
tion consultants and simplicity 
experts. Often the most impor-
tant message comes in the sub-
ject line. This week I received 
an email titled, “Take Some 
Time to Take It Easy.”

What wonderful advice for 
the holiday season. 

There’s so much to do before 
Christmas: cookies to bake, 
gifts to buy and wrap, pro-
grams to attend, decorations 
to put up, Christmas dinner to 
make. 

The “to do” list is over-
whelming. How can we possi-
bly take it easy?

On the other hand, what 
are we missing by scurrying 
around so quickly?

It reminds me of a true par-
able I read in the Washington 
Post Magazine. The article was 
titled, “Pearls before Break-
fast.” 

In January 12, 2007, a street 
musician opened his violin 
case, threw in a little seed 
money and began playing in a 
Washington, D.C., Metro sta-
tion.

It was 7:51 Friday morning, 
the middle of rush hour.

In the next 43 minutes, 
1,097 people passed by. Most 
of them were on the way to 
important government jobs. 
Surely the scurrying middle-
management executives were 
highly cultured. They would 
pay big prices for a concert in 
beautiful Kennedy Center, but 
would they stop to listen to a 
street musician? Would they 
recognize the quality of music 
they were hearing? 

This performance was an 
experiment in priorities, con-
ducted by The Washington Post. 
Video cameras and reporters 

checked the responses of com-
muters.

Of the 1,097 people who 
walked by, only seven people 
stopped for at least a minute 
to listen. And 27 people threw 
some money into the case as 
they rushed by.

In all, the musician collected 
$32.17. Note the 17 cents. Yes, 
some people tossed pennies 
into the case, much to the cha-
grin of the musician.

The violinist was the interna-
tionally-acclaimed Joshua Bell, 
playing some of the world’s 
best music on a 300-year-old 
Stradivarius violin worth three 
and a half million dollars. 
He has soloed with the fi nest 
orchestras here and abroad. 
An acclaimed recording star, 
that one composer said “plays 
like a god,” a violinist who can 
command $1,000 a minute.

There were at least two 
people who had time to listen 
that Friday morning. 

John Picarello, a supervisor 
for the United States Postal 
Service, listened for a whole 
nine minutes. Later, Picarello 
said, “It was a treat, just a bril-
liant, incredible way to start 
the day.”

But he was amazed that 
other people just rushed by the 
virtuosic performance.

Stacy Furukawa, a demogra-
pher at the Commerce Depart-
ment, recognized Bell. 

“It was the most astonishing 
thing I’ve ever seen,” she said.

“Joshua Bell was standing 
there playing at rush hour and 
people were not stopping, and 
not even looking, and some 
were fl ipping quarters at him! 
Quarters!”

In his summary of the 
research, Washington Post 
writer Gene Weingarten wrote, 
“If we can’t take the time out of 
our lives to stay a moment and 
listen to one of the best musi-
cians on earth play some of the 
best music ever written, then 
what else are we missing?” 

Especially at Christmas 
time!

This Side of 60
by Marie Snider

How was Christmas Celebrated 
in Early Virginia?

 In 1686, a French Huguenot named Durand 
was traveling through the colonies, recording 
his observances in a journal.  Shortly before 
Christmas, he stopped at the home of Colonel 
William Fitzhugh, “whose houses stand along 
the banks of the great Pethomak river,” where he 
was treated to a lavish celebration. 

William Fitzhugh was one of the most suc-
cessful planters in Virginia and his extravagance 
was typical only of the emerging upper class. 

 In their eagerness to imitate English lords, 
other wealthy plantation owners entertained in 
a similar manner.  William Byrd, a large land-
owner and faithful diarist, enjoyed celebrating 
Christmas with friends.  Over the Christmas 
season, Byrd’s guests came and went.  They 

played billiards and cards, danced, drank wine, 
“slid and skated on the ice,” and enjoyed fes-
tive dinners.  The Byrd servants and slaves cel-
ebrated as well.

 Most colonists, however, could only aspire 
to such excess.  For the vast majority of Virgin-
ians, Christmas probably meant no more than a 
worship service at church, if one were near, and 
the best food and spirits they could afford to set 
on the table.  For the indentured servant class, 
Christmas rarely brought more than a welcome 
respite from work and an extra ration of food 
and drink.

 (Excerpted from Four Centuries of Virginia 
Christmas, Mary Miley Theobald and Libbey 
Hodges Oliver, Dietz Press, Petersburg, VA, 
2000. Brought to you by Encyclopedia Virginia 
at the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities)

How was Christmas Celebrated 

Virginia Vignettes
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- Online Subscriptions -
What a great idea!

Interested in
Historic

Preservation?

You can start a fund or contribute to a fund supporting non-
profi t groups in our area which share your interests. 

River Counties Community Foundation,

Interested in
Animals? 
The Arts?

Interested in
Education?

Conservation?

For more information, contact Margaret Nost,

P.O. Box 222, Kilmarnock, VA 22482 or phone 804-438-9414.
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Let us make your holidays special !

BAY COUNTRY STUDIOS
Fine Art-Fine Crafts-Custom Framing

(804) 435-1135             Tues-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-3

Thanks
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Jamie Alga - Planning/Logistics/Lineup
Carroll Ashburn - Planning/Logistics, Chair
Jack Ashburn - Antique Cars
Jamie Barrack - Equestrian
Mike Bedell - Security/Traffic Control
Reggie Brann - Announcer
Sharon Brann - Announcer
Fred Burke - Planning/Logistics/Lineup
Susan Cockrell - Town of Kilmarnock Liaison
Sterling Caudle - Transportation
Hilton Snowden - Judge
Katherine Rowe Bowen - Judge
Steve Garcia - Special Cars
Graylend Horn - Lineup
Suzanne Keyser - Santa

Karen Knull - Kiwanis Volunteer 
 Coordinator/Lineup
Jean Light - Planning/Logistics/Lineup/Judges
Rebecca Light - Planning/Logistics/Lineup 
Tom Light - Planning/Logistics/Lineup
Stanley James - Reviewing Stand
Matthew Shifflet - Lineup Numbers
Marion L. Walker - Video
Betty Welch - Channel 24 Cable TV
Chris Welch - Channel 24 Cable TVl
Larry Kight - Bands
Jerry Wachter - Fire/Rescue Vehicles
Melanie Davis  - Equestrian
Claudia Williamson - Lineup
Susan Sciabbarrasi - Lineup
Jack Vogel - Antique Cars

Special Thanks to Bill Cronheim, Entertainment System , for Light & Sound
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Mr. and Mrs. Tom Fletcher 

were in Manassas several days 
last week at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Wood to cele-
brate an early Christmas with 
members of Tom’s family.

Mrs. Sue Abrams is 
improving now at home fol-
lowing surgery and therapy 
at Rappahannock General 
Hospital. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Baer 
were in Ashburn, Va., last 
weekend to celebrate an early 
Christmas with 24 family 
members.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Jarvis 
entertained Mr. and Mrs. Ned 
Crockett and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jimmy Jackson on Friday 
evening at their new home in 

Carol Elaine Cooley of 
Chapel Hill, N.C., and Mat-
thew Spencer Hickey of 
Greensboro, N.C., were united 
in marriage July 28, 2007, at 
Highland Presbyterian Church 
in Winston-Salem, N.C.

The Rev. Dr. Phillip Cooley, 
father of the bride, and The 
Rev. Dr. Russ Ritchel of First 
Presbyterian Church in Win-
ston-Salem, where the couple 
first met, officiated at the eve-
ning ceremony. 

Members of the Piedmont 
Chamber Singers, of which the 
groom was a member, and a brass 
ensemble provided the music.

Wearing an elegant candle-
light gown, the bride was 
escorted by her father. The 
matron of honor was the  sister 
of the bride, Diane Boren of 
Ft. Worth, Texas. Jill Roecke-
man of Deerfield, Ill., served 
as maid of honor. Bridesmaids 
were Alisha Kehr of Raleigh, 
Dr. Tana Hall of Greenville, 
Lindsay Kammerer of Denver, 
Colo., and Michele Oliver of 
Los Angeles. 

Honorary bridesmaids 
included Robyn Lawson Foote 
of Charleston, S.C., Amanda 
Pike of College Park, Md., 
Elizabeth Traylor of Pasadena, 
Calif., and Anthea Duffy of 
Naples, Fla. The bridesmaids 
wore royal blue dresses.

Neil Jonas of Winston-Salem 
served as best man. Grooms-
men were Joshua Hickey of 
Burke, brother of the groom, 
Brian Calhoun and Elliot 
Drake, both of Winston-Salem, 
and Patrick McDonough of 
Carrboro, N.C. 

The readers were Mary 
Stokes and Charlie Nall of 
Winston-Salem.

A reception followed the 
ceremony at The Barn at 
Tanglewood Park. The bride’s 
family decorated the barn 
with fragrant flowers and tiny 
white lights. The wedding cake 
was adorned with fresh ber-
ries. The guests received jars 
of jam made by the bride and 
groom. Guests enjoyed watch-
ing the couple swing dance to 
Louis Armstrong’s “Let’s Fall 

in Love.” 
At the conclusion of the 

reception, guests held spar-
klers aloft as the couple passed 
under a canopy to  a waiting 
car. Transportation was pro-
vided by the groom’s uncle, 
David Boyd of Los Angeles. 

Following a honeymoon in 
New England and a whirlwind 
tour of the U.S., the couple are 
living in Burlington, N.C.

Dan and Jeanne Hickey 
hosted the rehearsal dinner at 
The Piedmont Club in Win-
ston-Salem. 

The bride is the daughter 
of Phillip and Susan Cooley 
of Salisbury, N.C., and the 
granddaughter of Eva Traylor 
of Atlanta and the late Herbert 
Traylor, and the late Allen and 
Lounette Cooley, formerly of 
New Prospect, S.C. 

The bride is a 1997 graduate 
of Salisbury High School. She 
graduated from Wake Forest 
University in Winston-Salem 
in 2001 with a bachelor’s in 
sociology. She served in the 
Peace Corps in Senegal, West 
Africa, for two years and is 
pursuing a master’s of public 
administration at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at  
Chapel Hill.

The groom is the son of Capt. 
and Mrs. Daniel G. Hickey, 
USN ret., owners of Smith 
Point Marina in Reedville. He 
is the grandson of John and 
Lydia Boyd of Virginia Beach 
and the late Mary Rita Hickey, 
formerly of Rochester, N.Y. 

The groom attended Naples 
American High School in 
Naples, Italy, and graduated 
from West Springfield High 
School in Fairfax County. He 
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Virginia in 2000 with a 
bachelor’s in civil engineering. 
He is employed as a structural 
engineer with Engineered 
Concepts of Greensboro. 

Hickey-Cooley nuptials held

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Spencer Hickey

Hills Quarter.
Tim Coye of Seattle, Wash., 

is expected to arrive on Sat-
urday to spend the holidays 
with his parents, the Rev. and 
Mrs. Tom Coye.

The Bluff Point Ecumeni-
cal Men’s Breakfast Group 
met on Sunday morning at 
the home of Ron Bolle at 
Kent Point.

Mrs. Val Robinson has 
returned after spending 10 
days in Tallahassee, Fla., in 
celebration of her birthday. 
Present were all her children, 
Stephanie Massegale, Robb, 
Britt and Hank Taylor, Mela-
nie Burke, and their spouses, 
their nine children and grand-
children. Mrs. Robinson’s 

brother, Harry Swiggard, was 
also present.

The second annual neigh-
borhood Caroling Party in 
South Ditchley was enjoyed 
Saturday evening followed by 
hot refreshments at the home 
of Ernie and Nan Flynn.

Mrs. Bill McClintock 
entertained six longtime 
friends for lunch at her home 
on Wednesday last week.

Ms. Lindy Grigsby was in 
Newport News last weekend 
for the 8th birthday of her 
grandson, Sean Grigsby.

Grayson and Suzanne 
Mattingly of Irvington were 
guests of Paul and Faith 
Sears of Bright Water, White 
Stone, on Monday.
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I want . . . 
Rachel Arroyo, 6, whis-
pers her wishlist into 
Santa Claus’ ear during 
a breakfast with Santa in 
Reedville. 
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Thank you for your support in 2007.
Wishing you a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year!
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and a Happy New Year !
Very Merry Christmas
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“Wonderful ”  
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125 S. Main St.  •  Kilmarnock
(804) 435-XMAS (9627)

Open 7 Days a Week
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ReArrangements
Room makeovers.

Your things.
Your space.

Irvington Office
Post Office Box 733

Irvington, Virginia 22480

Richmond Office
505 North Boulevard

Number 13
Richmond, Virginia 23220

Cell 804.436.3169
ANN CARPENTER

Sen. John H. Chichester 
will serve as the orator for 
the Holly Ball December 28 
at Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club.

The Holly Ball is a black 
tie, invitational charity event 
that benefits the Tidewa-
ter Foundation. Proceeds 
reach the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula communi-
ties through grants from the 
foundation. Each year an 
outstanding member of the 
community is chosen to pro-
vide an oratory to those in 
attendance on a topic relat-
ing to the spirit and origin of 
the ball.

Sen. Chichester was elected 
to the Virginia Senate in 
1978 and represents the 28th 
Senatorial District. He is the 
longest-serving Republican 
in the Senate and the senior 
Republican. In January 2000, 
his colleagues elected him 
President pro tempore of the 
Senate. 

Sen. Chichester became 
chairman of the Senate 
Finance Committee in 2000, 
after serving as co-chairman 
for four years. He is also 
chairman of the education 
subcommittee. 

Sen. Chichester also serves 
on Agriculture, Conserva-
tion, and Natural Resources, 
Commerce and Labor, and 
Senate Rules and Joint Rules 
committees.

Sen. Chichester is known 
for his common sense, f is-
cally conservative approach 

to government and his com-
mitment to continuing the 
Commonwealth’s long-stand-
ing tradition of fiscal integ-
rity. 

He has received recognition 
for his distinguished service 
to the Commonwealth and 
has been honored by various 
organizations in Virginia and 
nationally. In 2004, he was 
selected as one of Govern-
ing Magazine’s Public Offi-
cials of the Year. In 2005, 
he received the prestigious 
Excellence in State Legisla-
tive Leadership Award from 
the National Conference of 
State Legislatures and the 
State Legislative Leaders 
Foundation. 

Sen. Chichester serves on 
the Joint Legislative Audit 
and Review Commission, the 
Council on Virginia’s Future, 
the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission, the 
Advisory Committee of the 
Virginia Institute of Govern-
ment, and the board of the 
Jamestown-Yorktown Foun-
dation. 

 Nationally, Sen. Chiches-
ter is past chairman and an 
active participant of both the 
Southern Legislative Confer-
ence and the Council of State 
Governments. He serves on 
the board of directors of the 
State Legislative Leaders 
Foundation and the Senate 
Presidents’ Forum. Senator 
Chichester is also a guber-

natorial appointee to the 
Southern Regional Education 
Board and a member of the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures’ Blue Ribbon 
Commission on Higher Edu-
cation. 

At the local level, Sen. 
Chichester served on the 
board of directors of the 
National Bank of Fredericks-
burg from 1984 to 2007. He 
currently serves on the board 
of directors of the Northern 
Neck Insurance Company 
and is a member and past 
president of the Fredericks-
burg Rotary Club. 

Sen. Chichester is a native 
of Stafford County. He and 
his wife, Karen, live in Reed-
ville.

 The committee of the Holly 
Ball and the Tidewater Foun-
dation Board are delighted 
and honored by Sen. Chich-
ester’s willingness to deliver 
remarks at the 112th Holly 
Ball. His continued interests 
in areas of civic concern par-
allel the mission of the Tide-
water Foundation.

Twenty-eight grants from 
the Tidewater Foundation 
in 2007 distributed over 
$26,000 to civic, educational 
and other charitable organi-
zations in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula com-
munities. 

The Tidewater Foundation 
each year makes contribu-
tions to local and area muse-
ums. 

 This year, contributions 
were made to the Kilmar-
nock Museum, the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum, Morat-
tico Waterfront Museum, and 
the Steamboat Era Museum. 
Local libraries that received 
funds were the Lancaster 
Community Library, the Nor-
thumberland County Public 
Library as well as the Friends 
of the Library.

Contributions also have 
been made to the Cub Scout 
Pack 222, Cub Pack 202, Sea 
Scout Ship 290, the Family 
Development Center, Jacob’s 
Ladder, the Lancaster/Nor-
thumberland Habitat for 

Sen. John H. Chichester is 
orator for 112th Holly Ball

Sen. John H. Chichester

Miss Lacie Marie Deihl is 
preparing to preside over the 
112th Holly Ball, the North-
ern Neck’s oldest traditional 
Yuletide event. The Holly Ball, 
originating in 1895, has oper-
ated since the 1950s as the 
fund-raising arm of The Tide-
water Foundation. 

As reigning Holly Ball 
Queen, Miss Deihl will act as 
the official hostess of the Tide-
water Foundation’s gala fund-
raiser.    
 The Queen’s Ball, hosted by 
reigning Queen Deihl and her 
parents, will be held December 
27 at Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club for the debutants 
and their dates. 

Queen Deihl, the Tidewa-
ter Foundation Board and the 
Committee of the Holly Ball 
look forward to a gala that pro-
motes a gleeful and holiday 
spirit. The celebratory events 
leading up to the Holly Ball 
are steeped in tradtion and pre-
serve the legacy of the Tidewa-
ter Foundations’s philanthropic 
mission.

The custom of crowning a 
Holly Ball queen originates 
from a flight of fancy at the first 
Holly Ball. John Armistead 
Palmer, host of the holiday 
dance, was so impressed by the 
conviviality of the company 
and the spirit of the season that 
he pinned a sprig of holly in 
the hair of one of the attendees, 
proclaiming, “I crown thee, 
Queen Cora, Empress of the 
Holly Realm!”

The dance became an annual 
event, each year featuring the 
coronation of a queen. In the 
early days, queens were gifted 
each year with ownership of 
a magnificent holly tree, once 
standing on Goodluck Road. 
Queens often visited the tree 
after the ball with their escorts 
to carve their initials. A storm 
destroyed the tree in the 1950s.

 Miss Deihl is a a student 
at Rappahannock Community 
College. She is the daughter of 
Lieutenant Colonel and Mrs. 
Montgomery Carter Deihl of 
Reedville. 

The Holly Ball will be held 
December 28 at the Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club 
beginning at 8 p.m.

Humanity, the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic, 
the Northern Neck YMCA, 
the Northern Neck of Vir-
ginia Historical Society, the 
Northumberland Historical 
Society, the Rappahannock 
Foundation for the Arts, the 
Richmond County Extension 
YMCA, the Lancaster High 
School Band, the Lancaster 
Middle School Band and The 
Haven.

Queen Lacie Marie Deihl 
of Reedville will reign over 
the Holly Realm. The presen-
tation of the debutantes will 
begin at 9 p.m. with a grand 
processional. Sen. Chich-
ester will then deliver his 
speech, followed by a figure, 
or dance pattern of colonial 
origins, performed by the 
debutantes and their escorts. 
At 10 p.m., guests pay tribute 
to former queens. At 11 p.m.. 
Sen. Chichester will crown 
the 112th Queen of the Holly 
Realm. 

Music will be provided 
by The Kings of Swing. The 
Holly Ball embraces the state 
law concerning minimum age 
limits for the consumption of 
alcohol and does not con-
done underage alcohol use at 
the ball or other related func-
tions. All children under the 
age of 18 must be accompa-
nied by a responsible adult. 

The Tidewater Founda-
tion and the Committee of 
the Holly Ball are grateful 
to the community for its tre-
mendous continued support 
and enthusiastic attendance. 
As is tradition, the proceeds 
from this benefit gala will 
be earmarked to support the 
Tidewater Foundation’s com-
mitment to enriching the 
lives of those in the Northern 
Neck and Tidewater area. 

Queen Lacie 
Marie Deihl
to preside over 
Dec. 28 event
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The management and staff would like to thank our loyal customers for 
their support over the past year. Thanks to your generosity we were able 

to support many local organizations in our community.
From our family to yours we wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
               Thank you,
           William A. Crowther
                  President
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Last Minute Holiday Gif ts!Last Minute Holiday Gif ts!Last Minute Holiday Gif ts!
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Af ter-Christmas 
Sale Begins 

December 26!
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50% off Storewide
after Christmas Sale

Animal Welfare League Thrift Shop
(a few exceptions might apply)

End of year CLEARANCE
Sale dates: Wed. 12/26/07 through Sat. 12/29/07
Store hours: 10 am - 3 pm Monday - Saturday

44 Irvington Road • Kilmarnock • 804.435.0822

Even before the first strand 
of garland is hung or the first 
holiday gift has been pur-
chased, you know the season 
has arrived by sounds of Christ-
mas on radio airwaves.

Recently, many stations 
across the country moved up 
their holiday playlists to begin 
them right after Thanksgiv-
ing or right around the first of 
December. These songs carry 
clear through December 25, 
when there’s often little else on 
the radio than merry holiday 
songs. This means you are cer-
tain to hear a variety of Christ-
mas music for nearly a month. 
But which are the favorites 
among the Christmas revelers?

According to a variety of 
informal polls of music lovers, 
there are certain songs that 
stand apart from the other clas-
sics being broadcast.

Here’s the top 12 Christmas 
songs you’re bound to hear, 
specifying preferred artist ren-
dition:
• “Blue Christmas,” Elvis 
Presley.
• “All I Want for Christmas is 
You,” Mariah Carey.
• “White Christmas,” Bing 
Crosby.
• “The Christmas Song (Chest-
nuts Roasting on an Open 
Fire),” Nat King Cole.
• “I’ll Be Home for Christ-
mas,” The Carpenters.
• “Last Christmas,” Wham.
• “Happy Xmas (War is 
Over),” John Lennon.
• “Do They Know It’s Christ-
mas,” Band Aid.
• “The Chanukah Song,” Adam 
Sandler.
• “Peace on Earth/Little Drum-
mer Boy,” David Bowie and 
Bing Crosby.
• “Jingle Bell Christmas,” 
Bobby Helms.
• “Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer,” Gene Autry.

Poll reveals 
most-popular 
holiday jingles 

Reindeer facts

• Reindeer live in the Arctic north. They can be 
found in North America, Asia and Europe.
• These animals are cousins of the caribou, which 
are larger than reindeer.
• Reindeer can pull a full sleigh at a speed of 12 to 
15 miles per hour.
• Reindeer and caribou are the only deer where 

males, females, and calves produce antlers. Like 
other deer, the antlers are shed each year.
• Reindeer hair is extremely dense so that the 
animals can survive in the Arctic. This thick coat 
allows the animals to lay on snow without melting 
it and getting wet.
• Large feet help reindeer walk on snow. 

Reindeer may not be able to soar through the skies (without the help of the jolly fellow in red, that is), 
however, there are some interesting facts about these animals.

Happy Holidays  from the

Rapphannock Record
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Thank You for your business
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Corrottoman River Pottery
Lancaster, VA 804.462.5650
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It happens every year. The 
holidays sneak up and so 
many men struggle in the 
11th hour to find the perfect 
gift for the special woman in 
their lives.

Last-minute shopping 
amidst endless gift sugges-
tions can be overwhelming. 
So how can you choose that 
perfect romantic gift to steal 
a woman’s heart? 

“There are multitudes of 
wow-worthy gifts that are rea-
sonably priced,” according to 
Men’s Fitness editor-in-chief 
Neal Boulton. “Romantic 
doesn’t have to mean expen-
sive. Think about the things 
she likes to do, what she likes 
to eat, how she likes to look, 
and then surprise her with a 
thoughtful gift - the one that 
really makes the most lasting 
impression.”

Separated
If you are going to be away 

from your wife or girlfriend 
this year, choose a gift that 
will tell her that you are 
thinking of her, wherever you 
are. If she has a sweet tooth, 
delicious cookies that can be 
delivered right to her front 
door are a super idea.

“My favorite gift is Fresh 
Milk & Cookies from Mrs. 
Fields (mrsfields.com). Imag-
ine the look on her face when 
she finds the package on her 
doorstep,” says Boulton. “It’s 
tasty, it’s unique, and it really 
says, ‘I’m thinking of you.’”

Diamonds
Women love diamonds, but 

if fine jewels aren’t in your 
budget, buy her jewelry and 
accessories that can be worn 
for multiple occasions.

“Choose a piece that com-
pliments her style and can 
be worn both day and night,” 
suggests Boulton. Carolee 
(available at Macy’s) offers 
beautiful collections rang-
ing from classic chocolate 
pearls to unique beaded ear-
rings, rings, and bracelets. 
Carolee jewelry is the perfect 
gift because no matter where 
she is or what she is wear-
ing, she’ll be reminded of you 
when she wears it.

Sensual scents
Women love cosmetics and 

fragrances - it makes them 
feel beautiful, confident and 
desirable. “A sensuous fra-
grance such as the brand-new 
Danielle by Danielle Steel 
(available at Macy’s) is time-
less,” says Boulton. “Classic 

fragrances are always a well-
received romantic gift!”

Remember, it’s ultimately 
the thought that counts. The 
easiest way to wow your 
special someone this season 
is with a romantic gift that 
reflects her personality, likes, 
and style. 

A thoughtful gift is always 
the most cherished. Just ask 
your mom. She probably has 
all those homemade cards 
that you made as a kid still 
tucked away in a box in her 
bedroom.Santa Who?

Sixteen-month-old Sawyer Pierce gives Santa a very skepti-
cal look at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum’s breakfast 
with Santa. 

Romantic gifts for Christmas
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^12/25^

Low 6:06 -0.3’
High 12:20 1.8’
Low 7:02 -0.2’

^12/26^

High 12:40 1.4’
Low 6:59 -0.2’
High 1:09 1.7’
Low 7:50 -0.1’

^12/27^

High 1:31 1.4’
Low 7:51 -0.1’
High 1:58 1.6’
Low 8:37 -0.1’

^12/28^

High 2:22 1.3’
Low 8:44 -0.1’
High 2:46 1.4’
Low 9:23 0.0’

^12/25^

Sunrise 7:19
Moonset 8:57
Sunset 4:53
Moonrise 6:46

^12/26^

Sunrise 7:19
Moonset 9:37
Sunset 4:53
Moonrise 7:58

^12/27^

Sunrise 7:19
Moonset 10:09
Sunset 4:54
Moonrise 9:07

^12/28^

Sunrise 7:20
Moonset 10:35
Sunset 4:55
Moonrise 10:11

Tue 12/25

�
Wed 12/26

�
Thu 12/27

�
Fri 12/28

�

^12/21^

Low 2:24 -0.2’
High 8:40 1.7’
Low 3:31 -0.1’
High 9:04 1.3’

^12/22^

Low 3:21 -0.2’
High 9:39 1.8’
Low 4:27 -0.1’
High 10:01 1.3’

^12/23^

Low 4:18 -0.3’
High 10:34 1.8’
Low 5:21 -0.2’
High 10:56 1.3’

^12/24^

Low 5:13 -0.3’
High 11:28 1.8’
Low 6:13 -0.2’
High 11:48 1.4’

^12/21^

Moonset 4:37
Sunrise 7:17
Moonrise 2:22
Sunset 4:50

^12/22^

Moonset 5:54
Sunrise 7:17
Moonrise 3:16
Sunset 4:51

^12/23^

Moonset 7:06
Sunrise 7:18
Moonrise 4:20
Sunset 4:51

^12/24^

Sunrise 7:18
Moonset 8:08
Sunset 4:52
Moonrise 5:31

��������������� ������� �

Fri 12/21

�
Sat 12/22

�
Sun 12/23

Full - 8:15 �
Mon 12/24

�
PM times are in boldface type.

Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© BenETech 2007 (misc@benetech.net)
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Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

Solstice 7:41

Solstice 1:10

1686 Waverly Ave. Kilmarnock, VA

Visit us at: www.chesapeakeboatbasin.com
Toll Free 877-482-4287- Local 804-435-3110
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SportsA10

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster’s JV basketball 

team is riding a five-game win-
ning streak after beating Tidewa-
ter’s Mathews and Middlesex. 

The Red Devils improved to 
5-0 with a 46-24 win over the 
Blue Devils on Monday. 

Jahaid Howard scored 11 
points to lead Lancaster. He 
scored six in the first half when 
the Devils jumped to a 26-7 lead 
after posting a 16-1 run in the 
second quarter. 

Andre Carter hit a lone foul 
shot for the only scoring for 

Mathews in the period. 
Greg McCray scored eight 

and Deante Jones chipped in 
seven for Lancaster. 

CJ Lee put up 12 points to 
lead all scorers as the Devils beat 
Middlesex, 46-27, last Friday. 

Lancaster took a 16-6 lead in 

the first quarter with five points 
from Lee and another four from 
CJ Shepard. 

Howard and Brian Yerby 
added six points each for Lan-
caster on the night. 

Cody Hunter led the Char-
gers with seven points. 

Lancaster High JV boys basketball team members from left are (front row) B.J. Morris, Sherman Wise, Keith Veney, C.J. 
Shepard and Roger Lee; (next row) coach Brandon Wakefield, Javin Gibson, De’Ante Jones, Chris Laws, Greg McCray, 
Jahaid Howard, C.J. Lee and assistant coach Bill Young. 

JV Red Devils are
smoking hot, 5-0

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Michael Burnett and Zach 

Morris scored a field goal each 
for Middlesex in overtime last 
Friday as the Chargers edged 
Lancaster, 54-52. 

The Devils, which picked 
up a 50-47 win over Mathews 
on Monday are now 4-2 over-
all and were scheduled to play 
three more games this week 
before taking five days off for 
the holiday break. Over the 
vacation, Lancaster will play 
in the Middlesex Tournament 
on December 27-28. They will 
travel to Northumberland Sat-
urday, December 22, for a non-
district game. 

Lancaster got off to a slow 
start against the Chargers, falling 
behind by seven in first quarter. 
The Devils chopped away at the 
deficit, outscoring homestand-
ing Middlesex in each of the 
three remaining quarters to knot 
the game at 48-48 at the end of 
regulation. 

Lancaster got a goal each from 
Joseph Betts and Tevin Moore in 
overtime, but didn’t visit the foul 
line in the three-minute period. 
Middlesex could have expanded 
its lead considerably at the line, 
but hit only 2-of-7. 

Betts led Lancaster with 16 
points and Quinton Henderson 
added 12. 

Burnett led the Chargers with 
14 points and Malcolm Ward 

scored 11. 
Lancaster..... 6  14  12  16  4 — 52
Middlesex....13 12   8   15  6 — 54
Lancaster — Betts 16, Baker 8, 
Noel 0, Henderson 12, Moore 8, 
Somers 5, Jenkins 1, Kuykendall 
2. Three-point goals: Betts, Hen-
derson. 
Middlesex — Brooks 6, Bess 9, 
Burnett 14, Ward 11, Baylor 8, 
Morris 6. Three-point goals: Bess 
2. 

Lancaster 50, 
Mathews 47

Eight Devils scored in a bal-
anced effort against Mathews 
Monday. 

Moore was the only double-
digit scorer with 10 points 
in the 50-47 victory for Lan-
caster. 

Alex Forrest led all scorers 
with 18 points to pace the Blue 
Devils. Darius Dixon added 
11. 

Mathews led by a point, 20-
19, at the half after outscoring 
Lancaster, 10-5, in the first 
quarter. The Devils tied the 
contest at 35-35 to end the 
third period, then outscored the 
visitors by three, 15-12, in the 
final period with the help of 
four points each from Kentel 
Noel and Moore. 
Lancaster..........5  14  16  15 — 50
Mathews.........10  10  15  12 — 47
Lancaster — Betts 3,, Baker 6, 
Noel 8, Henderson 9, Moore 10, 
Somers 3, Jenkins 3, Kuykendall 
6. Three-point goals: Baker. 
Mathews — Roye 5, Forrest 18, 
Jones 5, Kelly 4, D. Dixon 11. 
Three-point goals: Forrest 5.

Chargers upset Red Devils
by two in overtime, 54-52

Fishing in the bay has been 
wonderful during the past two 
weeks and seems to be improv-
ing daily as more striped bass 
enter from the ocean. I expect 
the final two weeks to offer 
much of the same action.

A cold blast of air has fallen 
on the Northern Neck this 
week, offering a reminder that 
winter is upon us. Seasoned 
anglers all know: this is rock-
fish weather.

The entire bay is your play-
ground. From the Bay Bridge 
Tunnel to the Annapolis Bay 
Bridge, fish are hitting the 
rails.

The lower cut channel has 
been very hot this week with 
large specimens up to 45 
pounds mixed in with an aver-
age of very respectable 20- to 
30-pound fish. The east side of 
the channel up to Buoy 62 has 
been holding the lion’s share 
of the fish, yet on occasion the 
west winds pull both the bait 
and fish to our western side of 
the channel. This is evident in 
the fact that the lower Rappah-
annock and Potomac rivers are 
experiencing an influx of large 
stripers at this time.

The vast array of lures that 
anglers are purchasing boggles 
my mind. My best advice is 
to keep it simple. The two 
colors of choice are chartreuse 
and white and combinations 
thereof. Umbrella rigs with 
two parachute drops work well 
as does the simple but proven 
double drop rig with a 3- to 

4-ounce lure trailing a heavier 
6- to 20-ounce version of the 
same. A double hooked nine-
inch shad behind a hairy para-
chute has been my ace in the 
hole.

Although the fish of the hour 
is rockfish, there are some 
blues making their way into 
the lower bay. The bluefish 
are averaging 10 to 12 pounds 
apiece. This is an added bonus 
for anglers fishing in the Cape 
Charles and Cape Henry loca-
tions.

As we enjoy this Christmas 
holiday and the final week of 
the Virginia rockfish season, 
let us give priority to our fami-
lies and give thanks to God for 
all the gifts that he has afforded 
us. Amidst all the presents and 
parties, let’s not forget the real 
reason for the season. Jesus 
is God’s greatest gift of all to 
the world. When the tinsel and 
holly is put away, he wants to 
keep his place in our hearts.

In continuing my Christmas 
tradition, I have included the 
classic Christmas poem written 
by my brother-in-law, George 
Bentz of Pasadena, Md.

 A sport-fisherman’s 
view of “The Night 
Before Christmas”

by Capt. George Bentz
 Twas’ the night before Christ-

mas and all through the bay,
all the fish were real happy 

‘cause the fishermen were 
away.

The rods were all hung in the 

garage with care,
in hopes that the bluefish 

would soon be there.
All the fishermen were nes-

tled all snug in their beds,
while visions of rockfish 

swam in their heads.
All the boats in their slips 

were tied very tight,
and nestled at dock for a long 

winter’s night.
When out on the river there 

arose such a clatter,
I ran to the pier to see what 

was the matter.
When what to my wondering 

eyes should appear?
but one giant splash; the big-

gest this year!
The granddad of rockfish I 

saw in the night,
I just had to know how hard 

could he fight?
I jumped off the pier and ran 

through the sod,
grabbed a net, tackle box and 

my favorite rod.
Dashed back to the pier, threw 

open my box,
tried so many lures, put my 

stomach in knots.
I tried Tony’s, then Bucktails 

from big ones to small,
put on Rebels and Bombers, 

he would not bite at all.
Then down in my box I saw 

something squirm,
I reached down and grabbed 

a Killer Ice Worm.
It barely hit the water, my line 

got real tight,
I set the hook and on with the 

fight.
The rod bent double, the drag 

A good day fishing
From left, Robert Blankenship and Joe Dickens display two 
41-inch rockfish caught December 13 in the Rappahan-
nock River off Greenvale Creek. “We caught a lot of fish, 
but these were the largest,” said Dickens. “A bad day at the 
river is better than a good day at work.”  

Celebrating an angler’s dream
From left, John Jones, Jonathan Jones, Tony Sica and Robbie 
Robinson on December 18 had the kind of fishing trip 
anglers dream of having. They arrived at Leroy buoy on John 
Jones’ boat at 9:30 a.m. and by 11:30 a.m. they were back 
at the dock in Wicomico Church taking photos. The largest 
rockfish was 42 inches long and weighed 32 pounds. The 
other fish were 38, 36 and 35 inches.

President Andy Kauders of 
Smith Point Sea Rescue recently 
announced applications for the 
25th annual Reedville Bluefish 
Derby have been mailed to pre-
vious competitors.  

The mailing launches the  
kickoff for the derby which will 
be held June 13 and 14. The 
early mailing enables entrants 
to be eligible for a $1,000 
early-entry drawing for entries 
received before January 31 and 
to make this charitable donation 
before December 31, Kauders 
said. He also suggested that a 
derby entry would make a good 
Christmas gift for the fisher-
man in the family.

Applications can be obtained 
at Jett’s Hardware in Reedville, 
or by calling 453-5325.  Entries 
are available to anyone on a 
first-come first-served basis.  
There is a limit of 300 entries.

Croaker will again be an 
eligible fish for competition.  
Derby officials hope that by 
adding croaker to bluefish and 
striped bass, more anglers will 
have a chance to win money, 
Kauders said.

 In all, 30 cash and other 
prizes will be awarded totaling 
over $37,000.

Smith Point Sea Rescue is 
a totally volunteer rescue unit 
which serves boaters from the 
Potomac to the Rappahannock 
River and to the eastern shore.  
The organization receives no 
governmental monetary sup-
port and depends on proceeds 
of the derby and donations to 
fund their operation for the 
year. Supporting sponsors 
including Coors Distributing, 
Tri-Star Supermarket and Buz-
zards Point Marina help make 
the derby possible.

For information, call Kaud-
ers at 453-7033, or visit  
akauders@kaballero.com

The Fishing Line
by Capt. Billy Pipkin

steady bellowed,
fought it three hours, my mus-

cles were jello’d.
Finally landed, I looked at the 

prize,
but just couldn’t keep it, you 

have to realize.
Fishing’s a sport we enjoy on 

the bay,
so catch and release is the 

only way.
As I released the fish, believe 

it you might,
He said, “Merry Christmas…

and to all a Good Night!”
 Copyright 1991

Stumped?
Bluefish Derby 
early entry fee
is a great gift
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Varsity boys basketball 
Lancaster 50, Mathews 47
Middlesex 54, Lancaster 52 
(OT)
JV boys basketball 
Lancaster 46, Middlesex 27
Lancaster 46, Mathews 24
Varsity girls basketball 
Lancaster 55, Middlesex 49
Mathews 37, Lancaster 36
Wrestling
Northumberland Round Robin 
Tournament
1. Lancaster (4-0). 2. Middle-
sex (3-1). 3. Northumberland 
(2-2). 4. Arcadia (1-3). 5. Essex 
(0-4). 

Upcoming Games
Varsity/JV boys basket-
ball 
(JV 6 p.m.; varsity 7:30 p.m.)
December 20:
Middlesex at Rappahannock
December 22:
Lancaster at Northumberland
December 27-28:
Lancaster at Northumberland 
Tournament
December 28:
Rappahannock at W&L (varsity 
only)
December 28-29
Goochland, James Monroe 

and King & Queen at Northum-
berland’s Holiday Tournament
January 3:
Colonial Beach at Rappahan-
nock 
Charles City at Northumber-
land

Varsity/JV girls basketball
December 20:
Rappahannock at Middlesex
December 20-22:
Lancaster at Walsingham Tour-
nament, Williamsburg
December 27-28:
Lancaster at Middlesex Tour-
nament
December 28:
Rappahannock at W&L (varsity 
only)
December 27 & 29:
Colonial Beach, James Monroe 
and W&L at Northumberland’s 
Holiday Tournament
January 3:
Rappahannock at Colonial 
Beach
Northumberland at Charles 
City

Wrestling
December 22:
Northumberland at Charlotte 
Courthouse Tournament
January 4-5:
Lancaster at Bison Duals
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Look who helped take the 
Northern Neck Entertains over the top in its

15th Anniversary Season

Heavenly Hands Taste of Towns
Steamboat Sip, Sup & Sweet

Tapas on the Creek 
at Riverhouse

The Northern Neck Classic

The Four D’s by the CB’s

James Agnew, Sue Anne & Bill Bangel, Richard Baylor, Sibyl Bayne, Eska & Herman Beck-
stoffer, Mickey & Cameron Blandford, Tom Bonner, Douglas Bralley, Diane Caplan, Chesa-
peake Bank/Chesapeake Investment Group, Jane & Lee Conner, David Coontz and the 
RW-C Dining Services Staff, Tom Coye, Joseph Curry, Robert Davis, Tom Denegre, John 
Dorsey, Karolina & Stephen Driesler, Peggy & Ben Estes, Allyn Gemerek, Seale George, 
Betsy Heller, Marilyn Jurkops, Alex Kilmon, William Knull, Margaret Livesay, Rob McRaney, 
Ann Meekins, Harding McClelland, Jan Mosher, Karen Mullins, John O’Shaughnessy, 
Carter Prillaman, Pat Riker, Jeanne & Bob Rosenwald, Mary Kay Rotert, RW-C Residents’ 
Association, Jessica Servis, Rebecca Smiley, Phyllis Smith, Jarrett & Lee Stephens, Suzy 
& Bob Lee Stephens, Swank’s On Main, Paula & George Thomasson, Gail Tiesenga, The 
Trick Dog Cafe, Wilma & John Tripodi, Kimberly & Scott Vail, George and Milena Van Sant, 
Kay Vose, Tony Waring, Sue & Bill Westbrook, Phillip Williams, White Fences Vineyard, 
Helen Withers

Carribean Churrascaria

Wendy Charlton helped 
four children shop for back 
to school clothes as part of 
the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA’s Bright Beginning’s 
Program.

Eska Beckstoffer has helped 
to raise more than $425,000 as 
chairman of Ball in the Halls 
for two years.

Pim and Red Montgomery 
give of their time and talent in 
many ways including a chal-
lenge grant to the Wiley Child 
Development Center.

These YMCA elves also 
support the Guardian Program. 
Within a 16-mile radius of the 
Northern Neck Family YMCA 
in Kilmarnock, 2,100 people 
live below the poverty line. 

The program includes child-
care, preschool, after-school, 
summer camp, Bright Begin-
nings and youth sports.

In 2007, almost 200 vol-
unteers donated time to the 
above programs and the Fes-
tival of the Trees, the Polar 
Bear Plunge, coffee houses, 
ballroom dance lessons, board 

YMCA elves touch lives

Pim and Red Montgomery Wendy Charlton

Marty and Barbara Bowling

Eska Beckstoffer

The Northumberland Family 
YMCA held a family movie 
night last Friday December 7.  
Some 75 children, parents and 
grandparents came out to the 
free event to see Pixar’s Rata-
touille.  Movie goers enjoyed 
free popcorn and then had a 
chance to visit with the sea-
sonal jolly man, Santa of 
course.  Folks used canned 
goods as their entry fee, and 
at the end of the night the 
collected items were donated 
to the Shiloh Baptist Church 
food drive.  

In this season of giving, 
the YMCA was very happy 
to provide families an oppor-
tunity to enjoy time together; 
in turn they helped provide 
much needed supplies for 
others. 

“The spirit of it all was 
wonderful,” said YMCA staff 
member Theresa French, a 
YMCA staff member.  “I 
love seeing the excitement in 
children’s eyes at our family 
events.  I think they really 
have a good time, and it’s 
nice to be a part of it.” 

of management, capital cam-
paign, preschool reading and 
aquatics.

“Volunteers are what keeps 
the YMCA active and vital in 
the community. Without the 
volunteers, there is no way 
we would be able to continue 
to serve those most in need in 
our community. Volunteers are 
our life’s blood.” said branch 
executive Mark Favazza.

Marty and Barbara Bowl-
ing have been YMCA mem-

bers and supporters for some 
30 years, including four at the 
Northern Neck Family YMCA. 
Marty Bowling has served on 
the board of management and 
on the capital campaign com-
mittee for the new buildings in 
Kilmarnock.

The Bowlings, who fre-
quently use the YMCA’s facili-
ties, have provided their time 
and financial support because 
they know “the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA is making the 
lower Northern Neck a better 
place to live for everyone, ” 
Marty Bowling said.

Under Beckstoffer, the Ball 
in the Halls has been the larg-
est fund-raiser for the Guardian 
Program. Bright Beginnings 
has provided clothing and 
school supplies to 332 chil-
dren. Beckstoffer’s fund-rais-
ing has touched the lives of 
more than 1,900 children and 
families at the Northern Neck.

“Herman and I feel fortu-
nate that we are at a point in 
our lives that we can give of 
our time and resources to help 
make  a difference  by touch-
ing even just one life, knowing 
that in return it touches many,” 
said Beckstoffer.  

Pim and Red Montgom-
ery believe that giving to the 
YMCA is an expression of 

their belief that children are 
the hope for the future. Pim 
Montgomery has served on 
the board of management for 
six years and has given her 
time and treasure in countless 
ways. 

These are a few of the 
YMCA’s elves, hard-working 
people  who care deeply and 
give generously.

Direthia Thornton of Shiloh Baptist Church accepts a canned 
good donation from YMCA staff member Theresa French.  
Santa took a moment to thank them both for showing the 
spirit of the holiday

YMCA holds family night

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
A bad third quarter resulted 

in Lancaster’s first loss of the 
season Monday when Mathews 
tripped up the Lady Red Devils, 
37-36, in a non-district varsity 
game. 

Lancaster, which picked 
up a win over Middlesex last 
Wednesday, is now 5-1 overall 
and will go to Williamsburg 
today (December 20) for a 
two-day Walsingham Tourna-
ment. Over the holiday break, 
the Lady Devils will compete 
in a Middlesex Tournament 
December 27-28. 

Lancaster had held a two-
point lead at halftime Monday 
against the Blue Devils, then 
stalled on offense in the third 
quarter. Mathews kept Lan-
caster in check for four points, 
including a field goal from 
Ka’Tisha Crippen and two free 
throws by Tyesha Harvey. 

Andrea White, who aver-
ages about 20 points per game, 
was held scoreless in the third 
quarter. 

“[Mathews] played very, 
very well,” said LHS coach 
Joanne Webb-Fary. “They 
double-teamed [Andrea] and 
our shots weren’t falling. We 
couldn’t score in transition 
because they got back so fast.”

Lancaster also was missing 
guard Ashley Ransome, who is 
averaging about 15 points per 
outing. Ransome will be absent 
from the lineup with an injury 
for at least two more games. 

The Blue Devils used the 

11-4 run in the third quarter to 
take the lead for good. 

Despite being shut down in 
the third, White led all scorers 
with 22 points. 
Lancaster......11  13  4  8 — 36
Mathews.......13   8  11  5— 37
Lancaster — Nelson 0, Crockett 
0, Crippen 2, Harvey 8, Wiggins 
0, Smith 0, T. Jones 4, D. Jones 0, 
White 22. 
Mathews — Maleyllin 11,  Miales 
12, Hudgins 0, Jarvis 0, Collins 6, 
Bantos 2, Scribe 4, White 2. Three-
point goals: Miales 2. 

Lancaster 55, 
Middlesex 49

Ransome scored the game-
high 19 points and White 
added 15 as Lancaster beat 
Middlesex, 55-49, for a second 
time in as many weeks. 

The Lady Devils exploded 
for 22 points in the second 
quarter to take a 40-19 lead at 
the half. 

After jumping ahead by 
nine, 18-9, in the first period 
off eight points by Ransome 
and another five by White, 
Lancaster went on a 22-10 run 
in the second quarter. Ransome 
scored six and Harvey five in 
the run. 

Micah Reed scored 14 and 
Ashae Burnett 12 to lead Mid-
dlesex.
Lancaster........18  22    8    7 — 55
Middlesex.........9  10  15  15 — 49
Lancaster — Nelson 0, Crockett 
0, Crippen 0, Harvey 8, Wiggins 
4, Smith 0, T. Jones 9, D. Jones 
0, Ransome 19, White 15. Three-
point goals: Harvey, White. 
Middlesex — Burnett 12, K. Reed 
4, Baylor 9, Ammons 2, M. Reed 
14, Kimble 0, Brown 8. Three-point 
goals: Brown 2. 

Third-quarter blues
plague Lady Devils
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■ Golf show
The seventh annual Virginia 

Golf Show will be held Janu-
ary 11 to 13 at the Richmond 
Raceway Complex at 600 East 
Laburnum Avenue in Rich-
mond. Endorsed by the Vir-
ginia State Golf Association, 
the show will feature savings 
on equipment and apparel; 
information on local courses, 
associations and golf com-
munities; discount packages 
to travel destinations; instruc-
tional seminars; an indoor 
driving range for testing clubs; 
a long drive, closest to the pin 
and long putt contests; and 
children’s instructional putting 
area.

Hours will 2 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sat-
urday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission will be 

������������
$7 for adults, $4 for ages 12 
to 16 and free for ages 11 and 
younger. Seniors will pay $5 
on Friday. VSGA members 
will get $1 discount with card. 

■ MAC boat show
The fourth annual MAC 

Events Boat Show is coming 
to The Greater Richmond 
Convention Center at 301 
North Third Street in Rich-
mond January 11 to 13. More 
than 250 power and sail boats 
up to 46 feet in length will be 
on display.

Hours will be 1 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sat-
urday and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission will be $8 
for adults, $6 for ages 12 to 
17 and  free for ages 11 and 
younger. Seniors will pay $6 
on January 11.

Six-and-a-half tables of 
bridge were in play December 
11 at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury.

Winners north/south were 
first, Ginger Klapp and Judy 
Peifer; second, Beverly Oren 
and Babs Murphy; and third, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Dianne 

Monroe.
Winners east/west were first, 

Vera Romaine and Dee Brown; 
second, Alice Slember and 
Millie Wiley; and third, Bar-
bara Brautigam and Charlie 
Miller.

The next bridge for this 
group is January 8 at 1 p.m.

��������������
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by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster’s wrestlers went 

unbeaten with a 4-0 team record 
to win the five-team Northumber-
land Duals last Saturday. 

The Devils claimed 23 individ-
ual victories to capture six gold 
medals and two silver. 

As a team, Lancaster defeated 
Northumberland, 54-48, in the 
first round and beat the Indi-
ans, 52-29, in the second round. 
The Devils downed Middlesex, 
54-48, in the third round and 
whipped Arcadia, 40-30, in the 
fourth round.

Middlesex finished second in 
team scoring at 3-1, Northumber-
land third at 2-2, Arcadia fourth at 
1-3 and Essex fifth at 0-4. 

In individual competition, Lan-
caster’s Robert Wineland (112), 
Charlie Miller (135), Sam Frere 
(140), Ibraheem Bullock (145), 
Robert Lally (160) and Renan 
Beltran (171) all went unbeaten 
at 4-0 to win gold. Zach Saunders 
(103) and Brian Jones (HWT) 
went 3-1 each for silver medals. 

Weston Johnson (119) and 
Steven Self (189) were 2-2 each. 

Lancaster went 4-1 two weeks 
ago to place third in the 10-team 
Waynesboro Little Giant Classic. 
The Devils brought home one 
gold, four silver and three bronze 
medals. 

In team scoring, Lancaster 
downed Loudown, 51-21, and 
beat Western Albemarle, 40-33. 
The Devils also edged homes-
tanding Waynesboro, 38-36, and 
defeated Harrisonburg, 42-39. 
Wilson Memorial handed Lan-

Cadet Second Lieutenant 
Lamica Lockley was presented 
the “Billy Mitchell” Award by 
The Honorable Tristram T. Hyde 
during a recent awards ceremony 
conducted by the Civil Air Patrol 
Hummel Field Squadron.

Lockley is a junior at Glouces-
ter High School. The “Billy 
Mitchell” Award recognizes 
completion of Level II of the 
CAP Cadet Development Pro-
gram.  

While working toward this 
award, Lockley’s individual 
achievements include completion 
of the CAP Summer Encamp-
ment at Fort Pickett, more than 
60 hours of community service, 
completion of Regional Cadet 

Leadership Training at Seymour 
Johnson AFB, completion of 
the five-flight CAP cadet orien-
tation flight program, certifica-
tion as Ground Team Member 
completed at Fort A. P. Hill and 
Fort Pickett in wilderness areas.
This certifies her for Ground 
Search and Rescue Operations 
conducted by the Civil Air Patrol 
and the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management.

She also is fully qualified as an 
Urban Direction Finding (UDF) 
Team member. UDF teams 
search for downed aircraft using 
direction finding equipment to 
home in on the signal transmitted 
by an aircraft’s Emergency Loca-
ter Transmitter (ELT).

Lockley earns ‘Billy Mitchell Award’
Lamica Lockley receives the “Billy Mitchell” Award from  
The Honorable Tristram T. Hyde.

Major Frank Bernhardt recognizes Debetine Johnson’s con-
tributions to the Cadet Development Program.

Lamica Lockley receives her Second Lieutenant insignia 
from her mother Debetine Johnson and squadron com-
mander Major Frank Bernhardt.

LHS grapplers win
Northumberland Duals

caster its only loss, 48-36. 
Beltran was Lancaster’s only 

gold medalist of the tourney, 
going unbeaten at 5-0 in the 171 
weight class. 

Frere, Lally, Self and Wineland 
all went 4-1 as silver medalists. 
Johnson, Miller and Shaq Dillon 
(HWT) each went 3-2 for bronze 
medals. 

Lancaster will take a two-week 
holiday break before heading to 
Buffalo Gap on January 4-5 for 
the Bison Duals.

Brockman earns stripe
Major Frank Bernhardt promotes David Brockman to Cadet 
Airman at a recent Hummel Field Squadron meeting.  Earn-
ing his first stripe involved completing a curriculum of lead-
ership development, aerospace education, leadership, drill 
and ceremony, and physical fitness.  The program is open to 
youth ages 12 to 18 and meets at Hummel Field in Topping 
on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

On December 10, the Scouts 
of Troop  215 received many 
patches and awards at Wicomico 
Episcopal Church, their char-
tered organization. Parents and 
grandparents were present for the 
ceremony.

The patches included the 400 
Anniversary campout, presented 
to Devanta Butler,  Joseph Camp-
bell, Nathan Rogers and Trevor 
Carter. Summer camp patches 
from T. Brady Saunders were 
given to Tom Raine, Campbell, 
Rogers, Carter and Butler.

George Washington Birth-
place patches were presented to 
Rogers, Campbell, Butler and 
Elijah Morris.

Totin Chip patches were 
awarded to Carter, Campbell, 

Butler, Rogers and Deanta 
Ball.

Campbell and Ball completed 
the Scout Rank requirements; 
Carter completed require-
ments for Tenderfoot and Raine 
received his Life Rank award.

A one-year perfect attendance 
pin was presented to Butler.

Following the ceremony, 
refreshments were served.

Troop 215 meets Mondays at 
7 p.m. at Wicomico Episcopal 
Church in Wicomico Church. 
All boys age 11 to 18 are invited 
to join.

William “June Bug” Jones 
is the Scoutmaster and Sam 
Bridgeman is the Troop Com-
mittee chairman. To join, call 
Bridgeman at 453-5806.

Boy Scout Troop 215 
holds Court of Honor

She has served as Deputy 
Cadet Commander and most 
recently Cadet Commander.

Lockley also completed a 
rigorous education program of 
leadership, aerospace excellence, 
moral leadership, and physical 
fitness activity, as well as suc-
cessfully passing comprehensive 
exams. 

After presenting the “Billy 
Mitchell” Award to Lockley, 
Judge Hyde talked to the cadets 
about the many benefits of par-
ticipating in the CAP program.  
He pointed out how the CAP 
program prepares them for entry 
into ROTC programs at the col-
lege level, and urged them to 
pursue ROTC programs in their 
higher education.

Judge Hyde has been an attor-
ney and judge on the Northern 
Neck for many years and contin-

ues to be an active pilot. 
Lockley also was promoted to 

Cadet Second Lieutenant. She 
is the first cadet to achieve the 
“officer” rank in the Hummel 
Field Squadron.  Her Lieutenant 
bars were pinned by her mother, 
Debetine Johnson and the squad-
ron commander, Major Frank 
Bernhardt.

Among other awards, Major 
Bernhardt recognized Johnson’s 
contribution to the Hummel 
Field Squadron’s Cadet Develop-
ment Program.

Lieutenant Johnson has 
worked tirelessly with cadets 
over the past several years to help 
them achieve their goals in the 
CAP program, said Bernhardt.

The CAP Hummel Field 
Squadron meets Tuesdays at 7 
p.m. at the Bay Aviation building 
at Hummel Field in Topping.  
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■ Fishing Expo
The Richmond Fishing Expo 

will be held January 25 to 27 at 
the Richmond Raceway Com-
plex at 600 Laburnum Avenue 
in Richmond. The expo will 
feature more than 100 vendors 
representing fresh and saltwa-
ter tackle, marine electronics, 
boats, charters and guides. 
Seminars will address casting 
techniques; bass fishing, other 
freshwater fishing in Virginia; 
and saltwater fishing in the 
Atlantic, the Chesapeake Bay 
and tributaries.

Hours will be 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission will be $7 
for adults, $6 for seniors, $5 for 
ages 8 to 14 and free for ages 7 
and younger.
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Northern Neck Eye Center
(804) 435-2616

■ Bluefish Derby
Early entry deadline will 

conclude January 31 for the 
25th annual Reedville Bluefish 
Derby June 12 to 14 to benefit 
Smith Point Sea Rescue Inc. 
The entry fee is $200.  Prize 
categories include bluefish, 
rockfish and croaker. All activ-
ities will be held at Buzzard’s 
Point Marina.

For registration applications, 
call Jett’s Hardwre at 453-
5325.

■ Virginia Boat Show
The 53rd annual Virginia 

Boat Show will be held Janu-
ary 18 to 20 at The Showplace 
at 3000 Mechanicsville Turn-
pike in Richmond. More than 
60 brands of boats will be dis-
played, including runabouts, 
saltwater fishing boats, ski 

Northern Neck Sail and Power 
Squadron commander Ron 
Sowers and member Jerry Cann 
recently presented awards to the 
winners of the Boating Safety for 
Kids poster contest at the Nor-
thumberland Middle School caf-
eteria at lunchtime.  

Squadron announces 
safety poster winners 

From left are (front row) Georgia Loving, Alicia Hooper 
and Rosaria Rivera; (next row) Ron Sowers, Casey Gaskins, 
Brandy Robinson, Brittney Rice and Jerry Cann.

Moore bags a 7-pointer
This 7-pointer with a 24-inch spread was taken by Travis 
Moore in Haynesville on November 13.

Goose Music
Goose hunting differs from 

duck hunting in a lot of ways 
besides the size of the birds.

Goose guns and loads are often 
bigger. Geese are more often 
shot over land than over water. 
The decoys are bigger in size and 
numbers and often the strategy 
for setting out goose decoys is 
very different.

However, the biggest differ-
ence about goose hunting is that 
the goose hunter must really 
know the species of goose he’s 
hunting. The three main species 
geese we hunt —Canadas, snows 
and speckle-bellies (white-
fronted geese)— have different 

vocabularies and habits. They 
also tend to more frequently 
hang out with and decoy to their 
own species.

Even when feeding in the 
same field, you’ll see each goose 
species more or less staying near 
its own kind.

Learn the habits of the goose 
(or geese) species you will be 
hunting. Set your decoys in a 
mixed spread appropriately. 
Learn and master the calls of 
each species for the best goose-
getting success.

(From Wonders of Wildlife 
and Realtree in conjunction 
with National Hunting & Fish-
ing Day)

Club recognition
From left, Northern Neck Wild Turkey Association presi-
dent Don Shanklin presents director Bobby Christopher an 
award of recognition for his years of outstanding service 
and dedication to the club. Christopher was recognized at 
the the club’s annual meeting held recently at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club.
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■ Golf show
The seventh annual Virginia 

Golf Show will be held Janu-
ary 11 to 13 at the Richmond 
Raceway Complex at 600 East 
Laburnum Avenue in Rich-
mond. Endorsed by the Virginia 
State Golf Association, the 
show will feature savings on 
equipment and apparel; infor-
mation on local courses, asso-
ciations and golf communities; 
discount packages to travel 
destinations; instructional sem-
inars; an indoor driving range 
for testing clubs; a long drive, 
closest to the pin and long putt 
contests; and children’s instruc-
tional putting area.

Hours will 2 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission will be $7 for 
adults, $4 for ages 12 to 16 and 
free for ages 11 and younger. 
Seniors will pay $5 on Friday. 
VSGA members will get $1 
discount with card. 

Men’s League
On December 13, the High Roll-

ers won two games and lost one 
against Lamberth Building Mate-
rials. For the High Rollers, Curly 
Lewis bowled the high set of the 
week of 393 with games of 114, 
127 and 152. Rolaid Lewis rolled 
games of 133 and 115 in a 358 set. 
Frank Perkins had a 124 game and 
Steve Edwards rolled a 118 game. 
For Lamberth, Lee Gill bowled the 
highs set of 383 with games of 118, 
139 and 126. Bob Huff had games 
of 128 and 118 in a 354 set. Clay 
Gill rolled a 140 game and Robert 
Ketman had a game of 109.

Evans Bowling Center won three 
games against Hammock Printing. 
For Evans, Woodie Evans bowled 
the high set of 380 with games of 
122, 108 and 150. Richard Savalina 
had games of 131 and 117. Bunks 
Mitchell had games of 123 and 119. 
Lenny Dawson rolled a 106 game. 
For Hammock, Joe Hinson bowled 
the high set of 344 with a 132 
game. Gary Hodge rolled games 
of 108 and 106. Ernie George had 
a 107 game and Benny Balderson 
rolled a 99 game.

D&L Marine Construction won 
three games against the dummy 
team. Doug Hundley bowled the 
high set of 327 with a 128 game. 
John Luttrell rolled a 123 game and 
Steve Hinson had a game of 118.

High game: Bob Huff, 175; Doug 
Hundley, 172; Lee Gill, 168; Joe 
Hinson, 167; Curly Lewis, 165.

High set: Steve Edwards, 420; 
Rolaid Lewis, 414; Joe Hinson, 
408; Bob Huff, 404; Woodie Evans, 
400.

High team game: High Rollers, 
546; Hammock, 510; Evans, 504; 
Lamberth,  501; D&L, 482.

High team set: Evans, 1,458; 
High Rollers, 1,456; Lamberth, 
1,424; Hammock, 1,419; D&L, 
1,313.

High average: Bob Huff, 122; 
Curly Lewis and Steve Edwards, 
121; Rolaid Lewis, 117 and Lee 
Gill, 115.

Standings
  W L
Evans  33 9
High Rollers 27 15
Hammock 24 18
D&L  21 21
Lamberth 18 24

Ladies League
On December 3, D&L Marine 

Construction won two games 
against R. P. Waller when JoAnne 
Paulette bowled a 321 set with 
games of 112 and 116. Terry Still-
man rolled a 340 set with two 
games of 124. Bev Benson had a 
365 set with games of 103, 104 
and 158, and Linda Lake rolled 
a 124 game. For R. P. Waller, Ola 
Nash bowled a 305 set with games 
of 104 and 110. Marsha Nash 
rolled a 322 set with games of 104, 
107 and 111 and Dee Atkins had a 
game of 108.

TCH Oil won two games 
against Yeatmans Forklift when 
Greta Walker bowled a 350 set 
with games of 109, 114 and 127. 
Cathy Savalina rolled a 382 set 
with games of 120, 130 and 132. 
Vickie White had a 108 game and 
Marie Piccard rolled a 113 game. 
For Yeatmans, Pat Harris bowled 
a 308 set with games of 100 and 
113. Theresa Davis rolled a 345 
set with games of 100, 108 and 
137 and Alma George had a 108 
game.

The Lancaster Tavern Girls (LTG) 
won two games against Callis 
Seafood when Elsie Rose bowled 
a 310 set with games of 107 and 
109. Pat Lewis rolled a 104 game. 
For Callis, Donna Thomas had a 
349 set with games of 103, 111 
and 135. Mary Savalina bowled a 
300 set with games of 100 and 103, 
and Gayle Conrad rolled a 320 set 
with games of 110 and 116.

On December 10, D&L Marine 
Construction won two games 
against Callis Seafood when 
JoAnne Paulette bowled a 352 
set with games of 100, 106 and 
146. Linda Lake rolled a 318 set 
with games of 115 and 119. Bev 
Benson had a 343 set with games 
of 105, 117 and 121, and The-
resa Gill rolled a game of 100. For 
Callis, Donna Thomas bowled a 
342 set with games of 107 and 
137. Mary Savalina rolled a 324 set 
with games of 113 and 116. Gayle 
Conrad had a 329 set with games 
of 100, 107 and 122. Elsie Hender-
son bowled a 106 game and Betty 
Evans rolled a game of 101.

TCH Oil won two games against 
R. P. Waller when Cathy Savalina 
bowled a 344 set with games of 
110 and 138. Greta Walker rolled 
two games of 105. Marie Piccard 
had a 127 game and Sandra Evans 
bowled a 111 game.  For R.P. 
Waller, Ola Nash rolled a 310 set 
with games of 107 and 108.  Ilva 
Jett had a 306 set with games of 
110 and 111, and Marsha Nash 
bowled a 300 set with a game of 
103.

Yeatman’s Forklift won two 
games against the Lancaster 
Tavern Girls when Theresa Davis 
bowled a 335 set with games of 
102, 107 and 126. Kathryn Deihl 
rolled a 101 game and Alma 
George had games of 104 and 
107. For LTG, Pat Lewis bowled a 
105 game and Joan Deihl rolled a 

�����������

The theme was, “Boat Safely—
Keep Our Waters Clean.” 

About three-quarters of the 
sixth-grade class entered the con-
test, competing for prizes of gift 
certificates to Wal-Mart. Sixth-
grade math teacher Dolores Van-
ecek coordinated the project for 
the school. 

The winners in the 9 to 11 age 
group were, first, Alicia Hooper; 
second, Rosaria Rivera; third, 
Georgia Loving.

In the 12 to 14 age group, the 
winners were, first, Brittney Rice; 
second, Brandy Robinson; and 
third, Casey Gaskins.

The winning posters will be 
submitted to District 5 of the 
United States Power Squadrons. 
Hannah Rogers, whose poster 
won first place at the school last 
year in the 12 to 14 age group, 
went on to win at both the district 
and national levels.

Member Barbara Hensler 
coordinated the contest for the 
squadron, which provided mark-
ers and poster paper and funded 
the prizes. Cann and Kathy and 
Joe Moeller helped select the 
winning posters.

■ Holiday walk
The Germanna Volkssport will 

hold a free holiday night walk of 
10k (6 miles) or 5k (3 miles) in 
downtown Fredericksburg. Start 
and finish at the Visitor Center at 
706 Caroline Street.

Warm up with cookies and hot 
cider after. Start between 3:30 
and 6:30 p.m. to finish by 9:30 
p.m. Call 540-972-2147 to pre-
register.

boats, pontoon boats, jet boats, 
personal water craft, motor 
yachts and bass boats.

Hours will be noon to 8 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sat-
urday and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission will be 
$6 for adults, $2 for ages 6 
to 16 and free for ages 5 and 
younger.
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Bowling Results
game of 106.

High game: Gayle Conrad, 160; 
Bev Benson, 158; Cathy Savalina, 
151.

High team game: D&L, 590; R.P. 
Waller and Callis Seafood, 576.

High average: Theresa Davis 
and Gayle Conrad, 113; JoAnne 
Paulette, 111.

Standings
  W L
TCH Oil 27 15
Callis  24 18
D&L  21 21
Yeatman’s 20 22
R.P. Waller 18 24
LTG  16 26

Synthroid not 
for weight loss

Not too long ago, many over-
weight persons blamed their 
weight on low thyroid levels—
even when blood tests showed 
levels were normal. They would 
insist that their doctors write pre-
scriptions for the hormone. Those 
with a borderline thyroid problem 
were especially happy since they 
could look forward to the pros-
pect of losing a few pounds to tip 
the balance in favor of treatment.

Synthroid has now issued a 
strong warning against using the 
hormone for weight loss. There is 
little doubt that thyroid treatment 
leads to weight loss, but there is 
little chance that the medication 
for extended periods will keep 
weight off. Taking the hormone 
may perk up the metabolism, but 
that is offset by an increase in 
appetite.

Sticking to a diet would be 
even more difficult because  the 
increase in hormone could inter-
fere with sleep. Thyroid medica-
tion makes some people anxious, 
and anxiety can result in overeat-
ing. And if you already exercise, 
too much of the hormone could 
make you tire more easily and 
cause a variety of heart problems 
and loss of muscle and bone.

If the thyroid gland is really 
under active, metabolism slows 
down. Symptoms include depres-
sion, dry skin, fatigue, sensitivity 
to cold weather, and weight gain 
of between three and 10 pounds. 
But even a very under active 
thyroid gland can’t be blamed 
for weight gain much beyond 
10 pounds, because low thyroid 
levels also diminish appetite.

If the thyroid gland produces 
too much hormone, metabolism 
increases. People with hyperac-
tive glands often lose weight, but 
their appetites increase, so the net 
effect may be weight gain. Other 
symptoms include anxiety, diar-
rhea, exhaustion, heat intolerance, 
and shaky hands.

In 1980, Muhammad Ali took 
thyroid hormone while training 
for a fight against Larry Holmes. 
According to the New York 
Times, he had been misdiagnosed 
with a thyroid condition, and on 
top of that, increased the dose. In 
the ring, he seemed disoriented, 
and he lost the next-to-last fight 
of his career. He told the Times a 
year later, “I was too weak, didn’t 
feel like dancing. I was dazed. I 
was in a dream.”

If you are taking Synthroid 
for weight loss, check with your 
doctor again. A blood test will 
help him get  you back on the 
right track.

A Doctor
Speaks

by George Moore, MD

A Great Source for local sports
���������������
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by Joan McBride
‘Tis the season for giving and this time the Lancaster 

County Sheriff’s Department Deputy Santa Program is the 
happy recipient.

Sharon and Miles Courson said they choose a charity 
each year to receive the net proceeds of the annual fall 
music festival hosted at their Locusville Plantation in Otto-
man.

This year’s proceeds will help about 100 local children 
have a merrier Christmas, said Sheriff Ronnie Crockett.

The Deputy Santa Program is in its seventh year. Citi-
zens, the deputies and the Department of Social Services 
refer children in need of a little extra Christmas cheer.

Crockett said the Deputy Santa Program receives most 
of its proceeds from an annual golf tournament plus dona-
tions from individuals, churches and businesses.

The Coursons are organic farmers and sell seasonal 
fresh produce in a cabin on their front lawn. 

Locusville was built in the 1800s and is listed on local, 
state, and national historic registries.

by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Monday 

evening’s public hearing on 
allowing guest cottages in 
residential areas (R-1) erupted 
into a council debate over the 
difference between a guest 
cottage and an apartment. 

By contrast, a second public 
hearing on assigning zoning 
to newly incorporated areas of 
town sailed through with little 
comment because the county’s 
pre-existing zoning was kept 
in place in most instances.

The controversy over guest 
cottages began when council 
members Carmen Kilduff and 
Fletcher Brown expressed con-
cern that they would be used as 
rental units and there are areas 
zoned R-2 to accommodate 
multiple unit housing.

Councilman Les Spivey said 
there are a number of cottages 
in neighborhoods now and that 
they are used for aging parents, 
out of town guests or rented to 
school teachers or others look-
ing for an affordable neighbor-
hood environment as opposed 
to an apartment complex. 

One retired resident offered 
his experience of living in a 
rented room when he was a 
young naval officer. “I didn’t 
want to live in an apartment 
building,” said Floyd Hollis-
ter. “Renting a room gave me 
a good experience living in a 
mixed community.” He said he 
and his wife rent out a wing of 
their house.

“My concern is not whether 
there’s a cottage for family 
or guests,” Kilduff said. “My 
concern is what happens when 
new owners want to rent it out 
as an apartment.”

Acting zoning administra-
tor and town attorney Chris 
Stamm said, “The protec-
tion comes from the fact that 
the homeowner—or the next 
one—is living on the prem-
ises,” adding that studies show 
resident owners take better 
care of the property than 
absent landlords.

Brown asked about separate 
water meters for the units.

“The safety valve in most 
every case is the owner/occu-
pancy,” Hollister said. He 

added that by trying to add 
control with meters, council 
would “end up losing control.”

After closing the public 
hearing, council adopted guest 
cottages as a use-by-right with 
the following provisions: a 
minimum 20,000-square-foot 
lot, one bedroom cottages with 
less than half the square foot-
age of the main dwelling, and 
limited to one cottage per lot.

The vote was 5-1 with 
Kilduff, Paul Jones, Barbara 
Robertson, Frank Tomlinson 
and Les Spivey voting in favor 
and Brown voting against.

In other business, Mayor 
Curtis Smith directed the 
Water and Sewer Committee 
to again review the financial 
impact of raising the minimum 
water usage to 5,000 gallons. 
He said town hall continues 
to receive a number of com-
plaints from citizens since the 
minimum was changed from 
6,000 gallons to 4,000 gal-
lons.

Mayor Smith announced the 
town has received nine appli-
cations for the town manager 

position. Council set Decem-
ber 31 as the closing date for 
applications and Smith said he 
will put together a committee 
to review the applications in 
January.

Council member Carmen 
Kilduff resigned her position 
on council effective December 
31.

She presented a letter of 
resignation at Monday night’s 
council meeting and offered 
her appreciation to council and 
the citizens of Kilmarnock.

“Upon long and careful 
deliberation,” she said, “I 
have taken a position with the 
Department of Mental Health, 
Mental Retardation and Sub-
stance Abuse Services that will 
require a significant amount of 
my time and energy be focused 
in Richmond.”

Elected in 2006, Kilduff’s 
term does not expire until 
June, 2010. Mayor Smith 
asked that anyone interested 
in being appointed to serve out 
the term contact acting town 
manager Lara Burleson at the 
town hall.

Kilmarnock council adds guest 
cottages to residential options

From left, Lancaster Sheriff Ronnie Crockett accepts a 
check for the Deputy Santa Program from Sharon and 
Miles Courson. The money was raised during their fall 
music festival at Locusville Plantation.

Music festival proceeds
help Deputy Santa Program

by Audrey Thomasson
Trim those trees and hang 

those lights! The judges will be 
out in two towns this weekend 
to pick the best holiday deco-
rations for 2007 in residential 
and commercial categories. 

In White Stone, employees 
from the YMCA will begin 
judging after dark on Friday, 
December 21. 

Irvington judging takes place 
over the weekend, December 
21-23. Keeping with tradition, 
out-of-towners will cruise the 
streets and select this year’s 
winners.
Kilmarnock winners

Meanwhile, town coun-
cilman Fletcher Brown 
announced the Kilmarnock 
winners at a council meeting 
Monday night.

The first-place residential 
$100-winners are Raymond 
and Sharon Booth of 86 

Waverly Avenue; the second-
place $75-winner is Elea-
nor Trusch of 9 Heatherfield 
Court; and the third-place 
$50-winner is Gloria Jones 
at 54 Claybrook. Honorable 
mention went to Melvin and 
Amanda Gordon at 805 Cor-
rotoman Circle.

First place in the commer-
cial category went to River 
Towne Properties at 276 N. 
Main Street; second place 
went to Booth and Sons Fur-
niture, 42 N. Main Street; and 
third was awarded to Heads 
Up Hair Works at 80 N. Main 
Street. Honorable mention 
went to Noblett’s at 23 S. Main 
Street. The Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department at 71 
School Street was named most 
creative.

The Kilmarnock contest 
was judged by members of the 
Kilmarnock Garden Club.

KILMARNOCK—The 29th 
Kilmarnock Christmas Parade 
on December 14 set several 
records.

The parade was the longest 
(90 minutes), the 34 floats 
were the most ever entered (26 
was the old record) and Buck 
Smith’s train set a record as the 
longest entry ever.

The parade  committee 
thanked all the volunteers that 
worked so hard to put together 
the 34 floats. The parade theme 
was “Home for the Holidays.”

The parade committee will 
meet tonight, December 20, 
at 5:30 p.m. to begin plans for 
2008.

Parade winners
The parade winner were:
• Grand Marshall’s Award, 

Northern Neck Sail and Power 

Squadron.
• Mayor’s Award, Steamboat 

Era Museum.
• Judge’s Award, Bank of 

Lancaster.
• Chamber of Commerce 

Award, Chesapeake Bank.
• Youth Award, Girl Scout 

Troop 3119.
• Tanyua Dickinson Memo-

rial Award, Knights of Colum-
bus.

• Charlie Carneal Memorial 
Award, Rappahannock General 
Hospital.

• Best Overall Horse and 
Rider, Buckskin Tommy.

• Best Miniatures, Little 
Wonder Horse Farm.

• Best Overall Youth Rider, 
Whitney Barrack.

• Best Decorated Mount and 
Rider, Sandy Turner.

Holiday light contest
judging this weekend

Parade winners named,
several records broken 

Occasional cooks whose idea 
of food preparation is cranking 
up the microwave, may need a 
refresher course on food safety 
fundamentals if they plan to 
entertain a crowd this holiday 
season.

According to the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, feed-
ing large groups over extended 
periods of time increases the 
need to focus on food safety 
essentials, including careful 
preparation, serving and stor-
age.

As always, food safety means 
cleanliness, proper temperature 
control, thorough cooking, and 
separation of raw and cooked 
foods to prevent cross-con-
tamination. Here are some 
suggestions to help keep holi-
day entertaining—and indeed 
every meal—a safe and pleas-
ant experience for party-givers 
and party-goers alike.

Cleanliness counts. Make 
sure everything that comes in 
contact with food is as clean 
as possible. Start with clean 
hands because they are the 
most frequently used utensil 
in the kitchen and can spread 
bacteria very quickly. A clean 
kitchen also calls for sanitiz-
ing work surfaces and cutting 
boards, laundering dish cloths 
and  towels frequently, cleaning 
dishes and utensils throughly, 
and soaking sponges in a mild 
bleach solution between uses.

Store safely. Plan ahead 
before loading up at the gro-
cery stores. It’s important to 
have adequate storage space 
in the refrigerator and freezer 
for all perishable items. This 
may be a good time to clean 
out and throw away any food 
that is past its prime, for the 
sake of both space and safety. 
Keep cold foods cold—40⁰F or 
less in the refrigerator and 0⁰F 
or less in the freezer. Keep a 
thermometer in each area and 
remember to check it often.

Storage is also important 
after the meal or party. When 
refrigerating leftovers, cool 
them as quickly as possible 
to reduce the risk of bacte-
rial growth. Large quantities 
should be divided into smaller 
portions and stored in several 
small or shallow containers.

Make food safety an essential ingredient

RICHMOND—The fourth 
annual MAC Events Virginia 
Boat Show—Richmond will 
feature a range of watercraft 
that include offshore express 
cruisers up to 42 feet, cruising 
sailboats and a variety of sport 
boats that address family-boat-
ing needs when it opens Janu-
ary 11 at the Greater Richmond 
Convention Center.

“This show has the distinc-
tion of being the largest indoor 
boat show in central Virginia 
and the exhibits demonstrate 
the wide range of pleasure 
boating in the region,” said 
show director Kevin McLaugh-
lin, vice president of MAC 
Events. “The show also is the 
only one that offers both power 
boats and sailboats, including 
several fully rigged models.”

The three-day show will fill 
the convention center’s more 
than 178,000 square feet of 
exhibit space. Parking is easy 
with adjoining decks that can 
accommodate 1,540 vehicles 
and almost 4,600 additional 
parking spaces within a six-
block radius.

The Sportsman’s Magazine, 

Virginia’s largest outdoors 
publication, will present fish-
ing seminars throughout the 
three-day show. The area’s top 
anglers cover tips and tech-
niques that work in the region’s 
rivers, bays and lakes as well 
as offshore. The Sportsman 
also will offer free fishing 
classes for kids on Saturday 
and Sunday.

MAC Events recently 
acquired the Bassarama Fish-
ing Show from Tangier Pro-
ductions Inc. of Fredericksburg 
and is incorporating it into the 
Richmond Boat show.

“The addition of the Bas-
sarama Show brings in a 
number of local vendors spe-
cializing in fishing gear, boat-
ing accessories, marinas and 
varied services, and will add 
an extra dimension for fisher-
men to our show,” McLaugh-
lin said. “The fusion of these 
two events has created a more 
comprehensive show.”

The show’s 250 boats rep-
resent a variety of models and 
prices in every segment of 
boating, from cruisers to sport 
boats as well as state-of-the-art 

fishing boats, houseboats, bass 
boats, both power and sailing 
catamarans, rigid-hull inflata-
bles and personal watercraft.

Norton Yachts of Deltaville 
will demonstrate the ease of 
boat handling and comfort 
available to cruising sailors 
with its exhibit of the updated 
Hunter 36. Hunter added a full 
cherry interior with Corian 
countertops while maintaining 
the ambiance of natural light 
below and the sailboat maker 
continues to refine the large 
sloop’s handling characteris-
tics. Priced around $150,000, 
the Hunter 36 will be available 
with a special incentive for the 
show.

“This model has always been 
a runaway success,” said Caro-
lyn Norton Schmalengberger 
of Norton Yachts. “We have 
an innovative cockpit trav-
eler arch to simplify the han-
dling of the mainsail and it is 
reached easily from the helm. 
The boat is set up for short-
handed cruisers. One person 
can sail this boat. The Hunter 
also is a very fast boat so you 
can get there.”

The show again will feature 
the Hawg Trough, a 45-foot 
glass tank that holds 5,500 gal-
lons of water and allows spec-
tators to see large bass strike 
lures and try to avoid being 
caught.

“This is a big boat show and 
it presents an opportunity to 
crawl around more boats in 
a few hours than you could 
examine in two or three days 
of driving from one dealer to 
another,” McLaughlin said. 
“Plus, dealers really sharpen 
their pencils to make a sale 
when they know you can talk 
to their competition just a few 
exhibits away.”

The show will be open 
January 11 from 1 to 9 p.m., 
January 12 from 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. and January 13 from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is $8 
for adults and $6 for children 
12 through 17. Children 11 
and under are admitted free. 
Seniors can take advantage 
of a Friday special admission 
price of $6 and couples can 
take advantage of two-for-one 
date-night admission after 6 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

Large boat show opens January 11

Cook it correctly. The cook-
ing process enhances the flavor 
of food, but its main function is 
to kill disease-causing micro-
organisms. To do this job effec-
tively, the internal temperature 
of the food must reach the rec-
ommended level as shown on 
an instant-read thermometer: 
for beef, at least 150⁰F; pork, 
160⁰F; and poultry, 165⁰F; 
Cook ground meats until 
there is no pink left and the 
internal temperature reaches 
160⁰F. Reheat leftovers to at 
least 165⁰F to kill bacteria that 
might have multiplied in the 
cooling process.

Meat, poultry, fish, egg 
dishes and casseroles should be 
cooked thoroughly in one oper-
ation. Do not cook for only part 
of the correct amount of time 
and plan to complete the cook-
ing process later.

Do not cross contaminate. 
Keep raw and cooked foods 
and their juices separate at all 
times. Be sure that raw meats 

do not drip on other foods in 
the grocery basket, in grocery 
bags or in the refrigerator. 
Marinate meats on the bottom 
shelf of the refrigerator to keep 
juices from spilling on other 
foods and do not reuse the 
marinade. Never use the same 
plate or utensil for cooked 
food that was used to prepare 
or transport the raw product.

Serve safely. Don’t leave 
perishable foods at room tem-
perature for more than two 

hours. Instead of putting large 
quantities of food out on a 
buffet table all at one time, 
offer the food in small serv-
ing dishes and replenish  fre-
quently. To keep  hot foods 
hot, consider using a chafing 
dish or heated serving unit. For 
cold foods, try nesting dishes 
in bowls of ice.

When in doubt, throw it 
out—and do not taste the ques-
tionable food before discard-
ing it.

The holiday season is often 
filled with record-breaking 
numbers and interesting statis-
tics. Here are some of the facts 
and figures compiled by the 
U.S. Census Bureau in relation 
to this festive season.

1.9 billion: Average number 
of holiday greeting cards sent 
to family and friends every 
year.

$506 million: Profits received 
by Christmas tree farmers from 
cut trees in 2004.

$291,085:The value of 
imports between January and 
August 2005 between the U.S. 
and Christmas Island, an Aus-
tralian territory.

21: December 21 is the busi-
est holiday season day for the 
postal service

47,835: The number of U.S. 
shopping malls as of 2004.

1.8 million: The average 
number of people employed 
at department stores coun-
try-wide during the month of 
December.

1 million: The average daily 
number of packages delivered 
by the U.S. Postal Service 
every day through Christmas 
Eve.

75 million: Average number 
of poinsettias sold at Christ-
mas (Floral Trends Consumer 
Tracking Study).

Seasonal statistics
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Check out close-out table for
end of year specials!
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We’re Your Lawn 
Care Experts!

We’re Your Lawn 

Many other
fi ne gifts
available!

Check us out!

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Monday ONLY!
December 20, 21, 22 & 24

25lb Black Oil
Sunfl ower seeds

$10.99

All Green
House Plants
25% OFF

All Bird Feeders 
25% OFF

unless already on sale

Breyer
Horse Selection

25% OFF

The Northumberland board of supervisors honored retiring Sheriff Wayne Middleton with 
a dinner last week and a resolution thanking him for his 35 years of service to the county.  
From left are supervisor Richard Haynie, Sheriff Middleton and board chairman Ronnie 
Jett.

“Today we’re averaging just 
under 50.” 

Seven years ago, the 
sheriff ’s office had completely 
outgrown the jail, which was 
still housed at headquarters 
in Heathsville. The county 
seriously considered building 
a new 50-man jail at the time, 
since there was great opposi-
tion to joining the regional 
jail. 

Citizens groups were con-
cerned about people having 
to drive to Warsaw to visit 
family members and about the 
jailers already employed in 
Northumberland. Wayne lob-
bied for joining the regional 
jail; “The day of the ma and 
pa jails is over with,” he said.”

By a 3-2 vote, the board of 
supervisors decided to take 
his advice. 

It was a wise decision as 
it turns out, Wayne said. “By 
the time we finished building 
that jail, it would already have 
been over capacity.”

Around the same time, the 
county was having problems 
with animal control, and the 
board of supervisors asked 
Wayne to take it over, which 
he did. 

Wayne hired a new animal 
control officer and met with 
the major organizations con-
cerned about animal rights, 
the Animal Welfare League 
and Humane Society. Together 
they looked at the shelter 
and came up with a plan for 
improving conditions for the 
animals.

“That was probably one 
of my best accomplishments 
since I’ve been here.” 

While the county still owns 
and operates the shelter and 
funds animal control, volun-
teers are now responsible for 
providing the physical labor 
of caring for the animals’ day-
to-day needs and finding them 
good homes. 

Donations from the com-
munity and fund-raising 
events have paid to com-
pletely remodel the building, 
adding on an administrative 
area, a cat wing, and a newly 
remodeled dog kennel with 
outdoor runs. 

Those improvements should 
allow the county to house 
wayward animals even longer, 
although last year the shelter 
was able to find homes for 
every adoptable dog it res-
cued, Wayne noted. 

“I’m very proud of the 
animal shelter we’ve got now. 
I think that when we finish the 
phase we’re working on now, 
if it’s not the best, it will be 
right up there with the best in 
the state of Virginia,” Wayne 
said. 

Some of the other changes 
Wayne has made have been 
less noticeable to the public 
eye. He changed the badge— 
“We were the last county in 
the state to go from a shield 
to a star,” he said. He changed 
the guns, he redesigned the 
uniform patch and changed 
the color of the sheriff ’s cars 

from brown to white. 
“I always liked the consis-

tency of every sheriff ’s office 
car in the state being the same 
color,” he said. But when the 
General Assembly approved a 
law allowing sheriff ’s vehi-
cles to be any color, Wayne 
adopted white because it’s 
cheaper. 

“Car dealers would actually 
charge more for you to get the 
ugliest color available, which 
is brown,” he said. 

Technology has completely 
changed the way the sheriff ’s 
department operates, and 
Wayne has been on the cutting 
edge since the get-go. 

“When I first started here, 
I was the only person in the 
building that could type,” 
he said. “We went from that 
to now when everything is 
digital and computerized. 
We fingerprint people, and 
we send them online and we 
can get mugshots back in an 
instant from all over the coun-
try. There’s been a lot of real 
improvements to law enforce-
ment through technology. It’s 
probably been the biggest 
change since I’ve been here. 
We’ve come a long way.”

Unlike John Wayne’s gun-
slinging days as sheriff in the 
old westerns, the hardest part 
of the being a sheriff today 
is dealing with the budget, 
Wayne said. 

“Deciding what to purchase 
with the funds you’ve got 
and making it last from July 
to July is one of the hardest 
things you have to do,” he 
said. Wayne manages almost a 
$1.2 million budget, $700,000 
of which pays for salaries. 

Looking ahead, Wayne said 
the sheriff ’s department is 
facing even tighter budget 
crunches. 

“The state keeps backing 
off of their responsibility to 
fund law enforcement and it’s 
constantly adding unfunded 
mandates to the sheriff ’s 

office and the counties and 
you have to find a way to pay 
for it,” he said. 

Wayne foresees other new 
challenges for incoming Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins.

“The next big thing, I think, 
is going to be the same thing 
the whole nation is going 
to have to tackle; and that’s 
basically dealing with illegal 
immigrants,” he said. “From 
my personal dealings, I find 
that approximately one in 100 
are legal. The majority are 
illegal.” 

The trouble, Wayne said, is 
identifying the good guys and 
the bad guys. 

“We’ve got a lot of good, 
hard-working immigrants in 
this county, but we’ve also got 
our share of thugs,” he said.

“We’re working a homicide 
right now that involved at 
least two of them. It’s difficult 
to work when you can’t run a 
background check, when you 
can’t find out what kind of 
person you’re dealing with. 
It’s going to be a problem that 
filters all the way down to us 
here,” he said. 

Wayne said he’s leaving the 
incoming sheriff a few cases 
he really wishes he could 
have solved before he retired. 
One is a break-in and a fire at 
Callao Car Center. Another 
is a robbery on Ridge Road. 
The most important case of 
all, Wayne said, is the homi-
cide of a Bromley man who 
was found drowned in Lodge 
Creek. 

“All these cases are still 
really active. I think there’s a 
real good chance that two of 
the three will be solved,” he 
said.

His advice for the sheriff-
elect? “Don’t sweat the small 
stuff.”

“If you are wrong, admit 
you’re wrong,” he said. 
“Don’t try to hide, don’t try to 
cover up. Just tell things like 
they are. Most people under-

“I have worked closely 
with Sheriff Middleton 
and it has always been a 
pleasure.  Wayne is the 
type of person that looks 
out for the safety of the 
citizens and especially his 
employees.  

He would never ask 
anyone to do something 
that he was not willing 
to do himself and took 
full responsibility over his 
department.  

I will miss our relation-
ship, but look forward 
to seeing Wayne more 
relaxed in retirement.  I 
have the utmost respect 
for him.”

-Kenny Eades,
Northumberland

County Administrator

“Wayne Middleton is one of  the reasons I went into law enforcement.  I spent 
a lot of time  riding with Wayne when I started working here as a part-time 
deputy. He always kept this department on the cutting edge; for a small depart-
ment with a limited budget, we are always one of the first to try new technol-
ogy. He brought the first computer into the Sheriff’s Office. Now we’re installing 
them in our patrol cars. 

I know I’ve got some mighty big shoes to fill. Sheriff Middleton has promised to 
continue to work with the department on special projects, and I’m going to hold 
him to it. I am really fortunate to have him to call on for advice; he’s a wealth of 
knowledge. 

A lot of new sheriffs have to rebuild their department when they take office. 
I’m lucky all I need to do is carry on.  He’s built a strong, well-respected team of 
officers.” 

—Sheriff-elect Chuck  Wilkins 

“First, it has been a joy to work with Wayne.  He 
is first and foremost a true police investigator.  He 
has contributed to every big case both directly and 
by his intellect. Wayne seldom made the wrong call 
on investigations. He has a great personality and is a 
great interviewer. 

Secondly, Wayne truly brought the Sheriff’s Office 
into the 21st century. He pursued  new technologies 
and oversaw the expansion of the force, bringing in 
a better trained and more professional force.  He has 
staffed his department with outstanding officers who 
know and reflect the community they serve.

Lastly, Wayne has been a great partner to work 
with.  When I got elected, I had some new ideas and 
Wayne was willing to give them a try. For example, 
when I proposed a multi-jurisdictional grand jury, 
Wayne was skeptical, but took a chance, supporting 
my idea. Over time he recognized its value and has 
been one of the grand jury’s best supporters.   Wayne 
is a true friend and I will miss him.  No doubt our 
county will miss his leadership.”

—Mike McKenney,
Northumberland County Commonwealth’s Attorney

of Kilmarnock sewer system 
in order to handle future 
development and “about 
100 neighbors and residents 
around the Tartan Golf Course 
and on Carters Creek includ-
ing the Greentown Road area,” 
according to an October 25, 

2007, letter from the county 
to New Tides, LLC.

The board also will consider 
an application from Lewis 
Conway for a special excep-
tion to operate a professional 
office on Irvington Road near 
Kilmarnock.

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
SANDY POINT—Disputes 

over the Crane’s Creek public 
access came to a head this 
week when Northumberland 
County raced to file an injunc-
tion against Ree Ellis as he was 
dumping five tons of rip rap 
across the ramp to close it. 

A 2004 survey revealed that 
the Crane’s Creek pier and 
boat ramp are partially situated 
on Ellis’s property, and the two 
parties have been trying to 
negotiate a solution ever since. 

The county claims the prop-
erty has been used to provide 
public access to the water for 
more than half a century. It has 
offered to purchase the .032 
acres from Ellis, but he has 
refused unless the county also 
purchases enough property 
from other neighbors to pro-
vide ample parking and public 
facilities. 

Negotiations came to a head 
in October when Ellis publicly 
announced his intentions to 
close the ramp because a set-
tlement had not been reached. 

The board of supervisors 
has met privately with Ellis 
three times since then. Prior to 
the most recent meeting, Ellis 
said he was willing to give the 
supervisors “as much time as 
they need to get it done. As 
long as they have good solu-
tions and are working in good 
faith, taking steps to get it 
done, I will keep it open.”

“If they don’t have real solu-
tions when we meet in Decem-
ber, I will close it,” he added. 

Ellis kept his promise. Nego-
tiations failed last week and 
Tuesday morning, December 
18, a truck carrying five tons 

of stone started laying a fence 
of riprap across the boat ramp.

“I wasted three-and-a-half 
years trying to get the county 
to do the responsible thing,” he 
said Tuesday as the ramp was 
being closed.

That afternoon, board of 
supervisors chairman Ronnie 
Jett called an emergency 
meeting and the board, with 
a quorum of three, ordered 
county attorney Les Kilduff to 
file an injunction to keep the 
boat ramp open. 

At the same time, Kilduff 
filed a lawsuit in Circuit Court 
against Ellis claiming that the 
property has served as public 
access for some 50 years. The 
suit opens the door for the 
county to claim the property 
through either adverse posses-
sion or eminent domain, said 
county administrator Kenneth 
D. Eades. 

The judge granted the county 
its injunction, Eades said, and 
the county will remove the 
riprap at its own expense. 

Eades said the board of 
supervisors has listened to 
Ellis’s concerns about park-
ing and public facilities at 
the site and the board plans 
to look further into improv-
ing the situation at the site 
once the ownership issues are 
resolved. 

Learning of the county’s 
actions Tuesday, Ellis said 
the county is throwing good 
money after bad, spending 
money on a lawsuit rather than 
expanding or relocating the 
public access.

 “It’s a dysfunctional facility. 
How can they support it?” he 
said.

stand that the world’s not 
perfect and people do make 
mistakes.”

As sheriff, Wayne said, 
“You’ve got to be flexible. 
You’ve got to be cordial and 
you’ve got to be able to work 
with a lot of people.”

Wayne said his job now 
is to focus on enjoying his 
retirement. There is a list of 
things around the house that 
need doing. He used to be an 
avid fishermen and wants to 
get back into that. He said he 
also plans to continue volun-
teering time with the animal 
shelter. 

Imagining himself sitting 
on the other side of that domi-
noes game today with a young 
man who’s just returned from 
Iraq, Wayne said he would 
make the same recommenda-
tion that was made to him. 

“If you don’t have a college 
degree, there aren’t that many 
options for work here in the 
county. This is what I consider 
to be one of the better jobs in 
the community. The benefits 
are good. The pay is improv-
ing. It’s a rewarding career for 
the right person.”

As for his own career, 
Wayne said: “I’ve really 
enjoyed it. Sometimes you 
feel like you’ve never worked 
a day in your life. Thirty-five 
years just flies by.”

County takes legal
action to reopen ramp

(continued from page A1)

(continued from page A1)

▼ Supervisors . . . 

▼ Sheriff Middleton to retire after 35 years . . . . 

���������������������������������
���������������������������



JIM & PAT CARTER
R E A L    E S T A T E    I N C.

Representing Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay Country for Fifty Years

www.CarterRealEstate.com
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‘Tis the Season of  Love 
and Family Traditions.

Merry Christmas.
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