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RICHMOND—Residents 
may cast their ballots in local 
and state elections when the 
polls open Tuesday, November 
6, from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

The last day to cast an absen-
tee ballot in person is Saturday, 
November 3. 

 Registered voters need to 
bring either a Virginia voter 
identification card or photo 
identification. 

To confirm your registration 
status or polling place, contact 
the registrar’s office in Nor-
thumberland at 580-4655, or in 
Lancaster at 462-5277. 
Lancaster polling places

District 1 votes at the Ruri-
tan Center, 3989 White Chapel 
Road near Lively. Election offi-
cers are chief judge Deborah 
Saunders, Edna Bush, Roberta 
Lewis, Anita Tadlock, Eliza-
beth Jacobsen, Faith McDer-
mott and Barbara Harris.

District 2 votes at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 8484 Mary 
Ball Road in Lancaster. Elec-
tion officers are chief judge 
Norman Tadlock, Louis Lee, 
Dorothy Pagano, Jane Bishop, 
Margaret Bailey-Taylor and 
Robin Freelander.

District 3, precinct 0301, 
votes at the White Stone Fire 
Department, 578 Chesapeake 
Drive in White Stone. Election 
officers are chief judge Collin 
Riker, Mildred Roberson, Rus-
sell Jackson, Bill Goss, Susan 
Martin and Albert Nunn.

District 3, precinct 0302, 
votes at Grace Episcopal 
Church, 303 South Main Street 
in Kilmarnock. Election offi-
cers are chief judge Sherry 
Ransone, Sheila Goss-Meador, 
Irene Walker, Dorothy Callis 
Hughes and Rebecca Nunn. 

District 4 votes at the Kilmar-
nock Rescue Squad Building, 
61 Harris Road in Kilmarnock. 
Election officers are chief judge 
Lena Dixon, Carrie Carter, 
Laura Waddy, Jim Wight, Gary 
Anderson and Frank Martin.

District 5 votes at Irvington 
Baptist Church, 53 King Carter 
Drive in Irvington. Election 
officers are chief judge Ann 
Gray Wood, Ann McClintock, 
Rhonda Kerr, Richard Newlon, 
Robert Gaughtier, Lois Lane 
and Tanya Bohlke. 

Absentee ballots will be pro-
cessed at the Lancaster County 
Voter Registration Office, 8694 
Mary Ball Road in Lancaster. 
Election officers are chief 
judge Catharine Moore, Evelyn 
Cheatham and Margaret Rice.
Northumberland
polling places

District 1 votes at the Callao 
Fire Department Building, 314 
Northumberland Highway near 
Callao. Election officers are 
chief Florence Charlie, assis-
tant chief Mary Little, Eleanor 
Holden, Judy Julian, Cynthia 
Marston and Bernice Smith.

District 2 votes at St. Ste-
phens Episcopal Church, 6807 
Northumberland Highway in 
Heathsville. Election officers 
are chief James Peed, assistant 
chief Jim Webber, Pat Harris, 
Jane Higgins, Patricia Rogers, 
Marlene Jackson, Mary Curry, 
Shirley Smith and Irene 
Bunns.

District 3A votes at the Nor-
thumberland Public Library, 
7204 Northumberland High-
way in Heathsville. Election 
officers are chief Richard Culp, 
assistant chief Mary Wildy, 
Jasmine Cross, Gail Haynie 
and Marguerite Rankin.

District 3B votes at Mt. Olive 
Baptist Church, 6749 Jessie 
Ball DuPont Memorial High-
way near Heathsville. Elec-
tion officers are chief Shirley 
Ritch, assistant chief, Geral-
dine Carter, Charles Butler and 
Florine Rice.

District 4 votes at Wicomico 
Parish Church, 5149 Jessie Ball 
DuPont Memorial Highway in 
Wicomico Church. Election 
officers are chief Eleanor Kelly, 
assistant chief Joe Madej, Bar-
bara Jones, William Kelley, 
Larry Norris, Theresa Eilers, 
Ilve Madej and Mary Ellis.

District 5 votes at the Reed-
ville Firehouse, 119 Main Street 
in Reedville. Election officers 
are chief Linda Jamison, assis-
tant chief Jacqueline Armen-
trout, Judy Burgess, Sharon 
Hunter, Marilyn McCabe and 
Kathryn Creeth.

by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Citizens 

looking for a quick answer on 
replacing the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge got disap-
pointing news last week.

At a Norris Bridge Now 
committee meeting, Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
officials reported the chances 
are not good that a new bridge 
will be part of VDOT’s next 
six-year plan.

“Even if it got in on the sixth 

year of the upcoming plan, that 
would just be the start,” said 
VDOT Fredericksburg district 
administrator David Ogle. “At 
best, it will take 15 to 20 years,” 
he said, a statement that drew a 
gasp from the crowd packed in 
the meeting room at Lancaster 
County Library.

Ogle later said the process 
could take as long as 30 years, 
depending on the condition of 
the bridge.

 Del. Rob Wittman, who co-

chaired the meeting with Del. 
Harvey Morgan, said the pur-
pose was to gather information 
and concerns about the bridge 
to take to a Commonwealth 
Transportation Board (CTB) 
public hearing. The hearing 
was held Tuesday night in Staf-
ford. 

CTB meets annually to hear 
and evaluate priorities for 
adding projects to the highway 
department’s six-year plan. A 

LANCASTER—School 
superintendent Susan Sciab-
barrasi last Thursday asked 
county supervisors for autho-
rization to pursue a $550,000 
capital project at the middle 
school.

The project would involve 
converting a service road 
behind the school to a bus loop 
or turnaround to relieve con-
gestion and improve safety for 
children arriving and departing 
school each day, said Sciab-
barrasi.

For some time, the school 
board has expressed concerns 
for student safety in the current 
situation where school buses 
and private cars drop off and 
pick up kids each morning and 
afternoon, as well as a need for 
more staff parking.

The supervisors appointed 
two members to meet with rep-
resentatives from the school 
board to address the concerns.

Supervisor F.W. “Butch” 
Jenkins Jr. questioned the price 
tag. While acknowledging that 
the present situation is a clear 
safety concern, he expressed 
great difficulty with the half-
million dollar cost “for a bus 
turnaround and one or two 
pretty cheesy-looking cano-
pies” to protect kids in inclem-
ent weather.

Jenkins said he also had a 
hard time paying over $60,000 

for surveying and architec-
tural work “that someone in 
this county can do out of their 
pickup truck.”

Jenkins noted he didn’t want 
to rob the students of money 
that could go into instruction.

“I don’t have confidence in 
that architectural firm [Ran-
corn Wildman].  My fear is 
we’ll pay two times more than 
what the project costs,’’ he 
added, referencing last year’s 
controversial $50,000 canopy 
over one of the high school 
band-room entrances.

“The people that work con-
struction in this county said 
we’re being had,” he noted. 

Sciabbarrasi asked the board 
for other firms to contact, since 
the board felt the work could 
be done in a more cost-effec-
tive manner. 

Jenkins informed Sciab-
barrasi that last spring the 
board had told the former 
superintendent that the con-
struction cost was too high for 
the desired work, and to ask 
the school board to do more 
checking to see if the cost 
could be whittled down.

Board member Jack Russell 
said part of the problem from 
the board’s perspective is that 
“these are the same figures that 
we saw last year.” 

While agreeing that the 

Trick or Treat
Reedville celebrated Hal-
loween last Saturday night 
with a parade and a party. 
Some 300 people attended 
the festivities. Children 
could show off their tricks, 
like Bowe Rogers did as he 
bobbed for apples (above) or 
treat themselves to a spread 
of spooky baked goods, like 
Oceana Diaz (left). There 
were also hayrides through 
the graveyard and a haunted 
boathouse for older chil-
dren. 

(Photos by
Reid Pierce Armstrong)

Wal-Mart’s grand opening 
celebration last week fea-
tured the Lancaster High 
School marching band and 
regional managers for the 
superstore. Employee Stacey 
Boyd and her family cut 
the ribbon in honor of her 
108-year-old grandmother, 
a Kilmarnock resident who 
died recently. Kilmarnock 
store manager Jim Fryrear 
(right) led the ceremony.

The first arrivals rushed into the store anxious to start shopping. Some people said 
they took the day off from work and a few early-birds began lining up at 4:30 a.m. By 
the 8 a.m. opening ceremony, the parking lot was full and late-comers had to park in 
the street. (Photos by Audrey Thomasson)

Welcome Kilmarnock Wal-Mart shoppers
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Proposed middle school
capital project could be
next in line for funding

by Audrey Thomasson
WHITE STONE—When a Georgia truck driver ignored 

the posted weight limits on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge along with a state trooper’s request to pull over 
on Monday, he got a lesson he won’t easily forget—more 
than $34,500 in fines.

 Trooper Troy Smith tried to wave the north-bound truck 
over on the Middlesex side, but the driver blew by him and 
crossed the bridge. 

He didn’t get far. 
Trooper Ronnie Cantrell was waiting for him on the Lan-

caster side.
The truck was loaded with steel framing reportedly 

destined for a building near Wicomico Church. The truck 
weighed in at more than 57,000 pounds over the posted 
three-ton limit (6,000 pounds). He was also cited for ignor-
ing a police officer.

Troopers reported the driver said he saw the weight-limit 
signs but that he was just following directions from his GPS 
system. He gave no explanation for ignoring the officer.

According to Trooper Cantrell, the trucking company 
is responsible for the fine and has 21 days to contest the 
charge.

$34,500 ticket for trucker
violating bridge’s 3-ton limit

New bridge could cost $200 million

Election
Day is
Tuesday
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Trooper injured in bridge accident
by Audrey Thomasson

WHITE STONE—A Vir-
ginia State Trooper was seriously 
injured at 9:25 p.m. Tuesday, 
October 30, at the entrance to 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge when his cruiser was 
hit head-on by a driver running a 
blockade used to close the bridge 
for repairs.

Trooper Troy H. Smith, 38, a 
14-year veteran with the Virginia 
State Police, was airlifted to Vir-

ginia Commonwealth Medical 
Center in Richmond with serious, 
but non-life threatening injuries, 
according to police spokesman 
Sgt. Tom Cunningham.

Stephen A. Harrison, 35, of 
Hudgins was charged with driv-
ing under the influence, reckless 
driving and other offenses, said 
Sgt. Cunningham. Harrison is 
being held without bond in Lan-
caster County jail. 

Sgt. Cunningham said Smith 

was sitting in his 2006 Ford sedan 
with lights flashing behind a 
blockade of orange barrels when 
Harrison drove a 1995 GMC 
sport utility vehicle through the 
barricade and struck the trooper’s 
vehicle. The accident occurred 
about 200 feet north of the bridge 
on the Lancaster side.

Following the completion of 
repairs Tuesday night, the bridge 
reopened to normal traffic within 
legal weight limits.
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This Friday, November 2, 2007
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583 Slabtown Road • Lancaster, Va. • 462-0002
Thursday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

Locusville  Plantation
�������

“Using Farm Methods of our Heritage”
Tour Our Gardens • Visit Our Store 

Eggs • Vegetables • Herbs • Collectibles • Folk Art

From Rt. 3 in Lively, Take Rt. 201 West (White Chapel Road) 3 miles, 
Turn Left on Rt. 354 (River Rd), Go 4 miles to Ottoman, 1/2 mile past 

Ottoman, Left on Slabtown Rd. (Rt. 625) (Follow the signs) 1/2 mile on left.
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ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

SUN, NOV. 4 MON, NOV. 5-8

SAT, NOV. 3FRI, NOV. 2
BEE MOVIE
1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:10, 9:15
AMERICAN GANGSTER
1:00, 4:15, 7:30
SAW IV (R)
1:05, 3:00, 5:05, 7:15, 9:30
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
2:35, 5:00, 7:30, 9:55
GAME PLAN (PG)
12:55, 3:05, 5:15, 7:35, 9:50

BEE MOVIE
5:00, 7:10, 9:15
AMERICAN GANGSTER
4:15, 7:30
SAW IV (R)
5:05, 7:15, 9:30
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
5:15, 7:30, 9:55
GAME PLAN (PG)
5:15, 7:35, 9:50

BEE MOVIE
1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:10
AMERICAN GANGSTER
1:00, 4:15, 7:30
SAW IV (R)
1:05, 3:00, 5:05, 7:15
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
2:35, 5:00, 7:30
GAME PLAN (PG)
12:55, 3:00, 5:15, 7:35

BEE MOVIE
7:10
AMERICAN GANGSTER
7:30
SAW IV (R)
7:15
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
7:30
GAME PLAN (PG)
7:35
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November
1 Thursday
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
The RFM Boat Shop opens at 9 
a.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6629.
The RFM Modelers meet at 10 
a.m. at Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art 
of Coffee in Montross. 493-
0873.
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110.
The Airport Club of Hummel 
Field meets at 6 p.m. for a 
dinner meeting at The Pilot 
House at Topping. 758-5500.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet 
at 10 a.m. at Wicomico 
Episcopal Church in 
Wicomico Church.
The White Stone Town 
Council will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the town office.
American Legion Post 117 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
Post Home on School Street 
in Reedville.
The Marine Corps League 
Detachment will meet at 
7:30 p.m. at the Callao 
Volunteer Fire Department 
building. 462-7868.
A Seminar On 
Proper Governance 
Procedures will be held 
by the River Counties 
Community Foundation at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury near Irvington, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. $10 
per person. To register, call 
438-9414.

2 Friday
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center in 
Lively at 5:45 p.m.
Bingo will be played at the 
Mid-County Rescue Squad 
Building in Heathsville at 7 p.m.
The RFM Quilters meet at 1 
p.m. at Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The RFM Stitchers meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The Polyjesters will be 
presented at 7 p.m. in the 
Robinson/Olsson Civic 
Auditorium and Fine Arts 
Center in West Point as part 
of the Arts Alive program. 
$23 adults, $18 seniors, 
$10 students. 843-3475 or 
artsaliveinc@yahoo.com. 
An Open Mike For 
Musicians will be at The 
Bay School on Main Street 
in Mathews from 7 to 9 p.m. 
725-1278.
The 50th Annual Urbanna 
Oyster Festival will be 
from 10 a.m. to midnight. 
Entertainment, art, food, 
oyster-shucking contest, 
parade, dance. 758-2613.

Making fresh boxwood wreaths
Members of the Historyland Community Workshop recently 
began the first step in making fresh boxwood wreaths. The 
boxwood is gleaned from local sources and is carefully 
made into wreaths that last through the holiday season with 
minimal care. Wreaths are $25 each. A pick-up time will 
be arranged as the wreaths are completed. This procedure 
is a bit different from previous years since there will be no 
wreaths available at the sale November 17 at the Lancaster 
Middle School. Call Judy Hagerstrom at 462-0240, or Luci 
York at 435-0088 to place an order.

2 Friday
Various Artists, including 
Hi-Tied, Wayne T. Holt, 
Steve Keith and Sweet 
Justice, will be featured 
throughout the day at stages 
throughout Urbanna at the 
50th annual Urbanna Oyster 
festival from 10 a.m. to 
midnight.
Sweet Justice will be 
featured at the 50th annual 
Urbanna Oyster Festival 
Firemen’s Dance, behind the 
Urbanna firehouse, 8 p.m. to 
midnight.
Jackass Flats will be 
featured at Cafe Mojo in 
Urbanna.
Northumberland High 
School will celebrate 
Homecoming with a parade 
at 5 p.m. Line-up will 
start at the courthouse in 
Heathsville at 4:30 p.m. The 
Homecoming football game 
beween the NHS Indians and 
Rappahannock High School 
Raiders will follow at 7 p.m.

3 Saturday
The 50th Annual Urbanna 
Oyster Festival will be 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Entertainment, art, food, 
oyster-shucking contest and 
parade. 758-2613.
Various Artists, including 
Hi-Tied, Wayne T. Holt, Steve 
Keith and Sweet Justice, will 
be featured throughout the 
day at stages throughout 
Urbanna at the 50th annual 
Urbanna Oyster festival from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Mercy Creek will be 
featured at Cafe Mojo in 
Urbanna.
The Greater Richmond 
Chorus will open the 
Rappahannock Concert 
Association 2007-08 season 
at 7:30 p.m. at Richmond 
County Elementary School. 
For tickets, call 493-9522.
The Celebrate Families 
Festival will be from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Gloucester High 
School. Free. 693-5730.

3 Saturday
The Eighth Annual Colonial 
Beach Historical Society 
Quilt Show & Sale will be held 
in Colonial Beach. 224-3379.
The Ninth Annual Holiday 
Bazaar will be held at 
Irvington United Methodist 
Church from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Theme baskets, holiday items, 
entertainment gifts, children’s 
books, baked goods, canned 
goods, wreaths. 
Brunswick Stew will be 
sold at Heathsville United 
Methodist Church beginning 
at 11 a.m. $7. In conjunction 
with the stew, a bake sale and 
yard sale will begin at 8 a.m.
A Fall Colors Walk will 
be held from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at Beaverdam Park in 
Gloucester. $3 adults, $2 for 
children under 10. Register 
by November 1 at 693-2107.
Explore Life In 1864 at 
a Civil War re-enactment 
at Locust Grove Farm in 
Walkerton. A variety of 
activities will be held from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. $5 for a one-
day pass,  $8 for a two-day 
pass. Call 744-6224.
The Matchmaker will be 
presented at 8 p.m. by 
The Westmoreland Players 
at 16217 Richmond Road 
in Callao. Adults, $15; 
students and children, $10. 
Reservations necessary. 
529-9345.
A Yard Sale to benefit Girl 
Scout Camp Kittamaqund 
will be held at Routes 3 and 
360 in Warsaw from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. To donate items, 
call 529-5173, or 580-6405.

4 Sunday
The Women Of Grace Nut 
Sale orders are due. Hubs 
20 oz. cans of peanuts, 
salted or unsalted ($10) and 
40 oz. cans ($15); a 20 oz. 
can of chocolate covered 
peanuts ($15); 16 oz. bags of 
shelled pecan halves ($9) and 
chocolate covered pecans 
($16). Call Charlotte Henry at 
435-7001.

4 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
will hold its lunch brunch at 
the Pilot House in downtown 
Topping immediately 
following church services.
The Matchmaker will be 
presented  at 3 p.m. by 
The Westmoreland Players 
at 16217 Richmond Road 
in Callao. Adults, $15; 
students and children, $10. 
Reservations necessary. 
529-9345.
Michael Kaeshammer, a 
jazz pianist and vocalist, will 
present a concert at 3 p.m. 
at Mathews High School as 
part of the Concerts By The 
Bay series. Tickets at the 
door are $25. 684-0730.
Explore Life In 1864 at 
a Civil War re-enactment 
at Locust Grove Farm in 
Walkerton. A variety of 
activities will be held from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. $5 for a one-
day pass,  $8 for a two-day 
pass. Call 744-6224.

5 Monday
The Historyland 
Community Workshop 
volunteer craft group meets 
at the Lancaster Woman’s 
Club from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Brown bag lunch. Guests 
welcome.
A Chicken Dinner will be held 
at American Legion Post 117 
in Reedville from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. $8 adults; $4 children 
under age 13. 580-8599.
The Northern Neck 
Audubon Society will 
present “Feeding Birds in 
Your Back Yard” at 7 p.m. at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury.
The Friends Of Belle Isle 
State Park will meet at 7 
p.m. at the Guest House at 
the park. Johnny Finch of the 
Virginia Association of State 
Parks will be the speaker.
The Kilmarnock Seventh-
Day Adventist Church 
Citrus Fruit sale orders are 
due. Call 435-1252, 580-
5376, or 435-2048.
The Parkinson’s Care Partners 
Support Group at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury will 
meet at 10:30 a.m. 

(continued on page A3)
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Menu Scheduled Features: Oysters, 
Clams, BBQ, Hot Dogs, Soup, Coffee and 
Soft Drinks. Beer available for purchase. 

Ticket Prices

$30/advance
$35/day of the event
Advance tickets can be 
obtained by contacting 
the museum: 453-6529

Limited to 1,000 tickets.
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Additional information  can be found at 
www.rfmuseum.org or 804-453-6529.

The Museum will be open from 
10:30 - Noon on November 10.

Museum galleries & indoor exhibits will be 
closed during the Oyster Roast.
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Ha
m and Oyster Dinner

Trinity Episcopal Church
Saturday, November 10, 2007  •  4:30-7 pm

$15 adults  • $5 children 12 & under
Free for children 2 & under • Take out available

�����������
�������������������������������
���������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������

�����������������
��������������������

�������
��������

�������������������������������������

6 Tuesday
Election Day
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 
Weems. 462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of Lancaster. 
462-0742.
The Kilmarnock Chamber 
of Commerce meets at 8 
a.m. at the town office in 
Kilmarnock. 435-1302.
The Tavern Quilt Guild 
meets at 10 a.m. in the 
transportation building 
behind Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern.
The Northern Neck 
Chapter of the National 
Association of Retired 
Federal Employees will meet 
at 2 p.m. at Northern Neck 
Electric Cooperative at Pine 
Street and Belle Ville Lane in 
Warsaw.435-0511.
The Irvington Planning 
Commission will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. at town hall 
to take a final vote on 
recommending a proposed 
comprehensive plan to town 
council for consideration. 

7 Wednesday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.

7 Wednesday
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 2:30 p.m. 
at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock. 438-
5127.
The RFM Quilters meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
Duplicate Bridge will 
be played at 1 p.m. at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. 435-3441.
The Woman’s Club Of 
White Stone will meet at 
the clubhouse at 11:30 a.m. 
Bring a lunch. Drinks and 
dessert furnished.
The Rappahannock 
Community College Board 
will meet at 1 p.m. on the 
Warsaw Campus.
Storytime will be held at 
the Lancaster Community 
Library from 10 to 11 a.m.

8 Thursday
 Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6629.
The RFM  Photo Group 
meets at 2 p.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m.  at The Art of 
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
The Irvington Town Council 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the 
town office.

Loves Storytime 
Stewart Hollingsworth loves 
Storytime at Lancaster 
Library on Wednesdays  from 
10 to 11 a.m. Storytime and 
the Storymobile are sup-
ported by the library lottery. 
Tickets are now on sale. The 
drawing is January 4. Call 
435-1729.

Dixieland on tour
The Southern Fried Jazz Band (above) will make an “On Stage” appearance at 8 p.m. 
November 17 at the Lancaster Middle School Theater in Kilmarnock. The band includes 
three horns and four rhythm along with female vocals. The concert is sponsored by the 
Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts with fi nancial assistance from Davenport and Com-
pany and the Virginia Commission for the Arts. For ticket information, call 435-0292.

8 Thursday
“The Cooley Girls” will be 
aat The Playhouse in White 
Stone at 8 p.m. Tickets are 
$20 each and will include 
dessert. For reservations, 
call 435-3776.
“1776” will be presented by 
the Court House Players at 
Gloucester High School. 8 
p.m. $15. 642-6990, 725-
2989 or 642-4144.
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110.
The Wetlands Board for 
Lancaster County will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. at the 
courthouse in Lancaster.

8 Thursday
The Interfaith Service 
Council will meet at 7:30 
p.m. at Wicomico Episcopal 
Church in Wicomico Church.
The Upper Lancaster 
Ruritan Club will meet at 
6:30 p.m. at the Ruritan 
Center in Lively.
The Board of Supervisors 
for Northumberland County 
will meet at 5 p.m. at the 
courthouse in Heathsville. 
Public hearings begin at 7 
p.m. at the courts building.
A Cancer Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
General Hospital at 3 p.m. 
435-8593.
(Submit calendar items to  
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

Upcoming
(continued from page A2)
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by Robert Mason Jr.
I’d rather be fishing.
According to The Virginia 

Gentleman: A Field Guide, an 
Owner’s Manual, a History, 
and a Way of Life by Richard E. 
Crouch, John Silk Buckingham 
observed in 1839, “The Vir-
ginia gentlemen pass their time 
in travel...during the migratory 
season, and in hunting, shoot-
ing, fishing, racing and play of 
various kinds in the stationary 
season.”

Crouch further notes that 
hunting and fishing are consid-
ered by Virginia gentlemen as 
the king and queen of sports.

The only foxes I’m pursu-
ing are more the mall variety 
then the trail variety, although 
I might even go trolling at the 
Oyster Festival this weekend. I 
think I’d rather be fishing.

I’ve hinted around to some 
of the good ol’ boys at Lee’s 
Restaurant, but it has gotten me 
nowhere so far. It seems they 
are worried they would be too 
tempted to break the law if they 
go rockfishing. At this point, 
I’m not partial to rock, as long 
as I’m on the river.

Rockfishing has gotten 
almost as troublesome as duck 
hunting with all the regs.

However, due to my dimen-
sion, or dementia, they’ve 
hinted around that I might 
be an asset on a rockfishing 
expedition. If necessary, I could 
step on a rockfish of near legal 
length and stretch it an inch 
or three to meet the minimum 
keeper requirements.

Meanwhile, I’ve dropped a 
request or two with a profes-
sional.

I would buy a license if that’s 
what it takes. Catching a fish is 
the least of my desires. A run 
up or down the Rappahannock 
would suffice.

There’s a lot more wisdom to 
fishing than baiting a hook.

It appears from reading Capt. 
Billy Pipkin’s column that there 
may be lots of time for reflec-
tion, reading or even research 
while fishing. He often quotes 
the masters in his column. This 
week, he quotes Henry David 
Thoreau: “To affect the quality 
of the day, that is the highest of 
arts.”

We all know Capt. Billy ain’t 
that smart. If he’s got time to 
look up the masters between 
reeling the big ones in, now 
that’s fun.

From the Fisherman’s Book 
of Wisdom, there comes a lot of 
interesting quotes, hook, line 
and sinker.

“If you wish to be happy for 
eight days, kill your pig and eat 
it. If you wish to  be happy for 
a lifetime, learn to fish.”—Chi-
nese Proverb

“After all these years, I still 
feel like a boy when I’m on 
a stream or lake.” —Jimmy 
Carter.

“No life is so happy and 
so pleasant as the life of the 
well-govern’ angler.” —Izaak 
Walton

“Fishing is the chance to 
wash one’s soul with pure air, 
with the rush of a brook or with 
the shimmer of the sun on blue 
water.”—Herbert Hoover

“If a man fishes hard, what 
is he going to do easy?” —Roy 
Blount Jr.

“Anglers are not born, they 
are made by circumstances, and 
sometimes it takes a long time 
to get the right circumstances 
together.” —John W. Randolph.

“Any man who pits his 
intelligence against a fish and 
loses has it coming.” —John 
Steinbeck.

“He that would catch fish 
must venture his bait.”—Ben 
Franklin

“A fisherman has many 
dreams. Sometimes dreams, 
even those of a fisherman, 
come true.”—Zane Grey

“If you want to catch more 
fish, use more hooks.”—
George Allen

“There is certainly something 
in angling that tends to produce 
a gentleness of spirit and a pure 
serenity of mind.”—Washing-
ton Irving

“Fishing is more than a sport. 
It is a way of thinking and 
doing, a way of reviving the 
mind and body.”—Roderick 
Haig-Brown

“I knew an old fisherman 
who said he enjoyed the times 
when the fish weren’t biting, 
for then he had time to see 
and hear all the things he 
would miss if he were too busy 
hauling in fish.” —Archibald 
Rutledge

That’s why I’d rather be fish-
ing.

Fiction 
or Fact

from Bob’s Almanac

 Excerpts    by Henry Lane Hull

Three recent passages have wrought signif-
icant changes in the Northern Neck and 
have brought forth many reflections on 

the times they represented. 
Catherine Shelton was a quintessential North-

ern Neck lady. She was one of the first people 
our family met when we moved down to Nor-
thumberland from Westmoreland, now almost 
40 years ago. She was a person of striking 
appearance, beautifully dressed and coifed, with 
a melodic voice and impeccable manners. Those 
visual and audio impressions were the outward 
manifestation of her genuinely kind and gra-
cious nature. 

For a third of a century she worked in the 
local banking industry and to many hers was 
the face of their financial transactions. She was 
a native of Lancaster County and knew every-
one and everything about its past and its present. 
She made the come-heres feel as welcome and 
happy as anyone with ancestry going back mul-
tiple generations.  

In her last illness the beauty of her wonder-
ful character shone forth undiminished by pain 
and the realization that her days were numbered. 
She left a great mark on all who knew her, and 
inspired one and all to be as good as she was.

Catherine Davenport Shelton, August 10, 
1935 – October 24, 2007.  R.I.P.

Stanley Swann was a man of the earth, a 
farmer who delighted in seeing things grow. He 
was the son-in-law of Lacy Bush, another gen-
tleman of the earth, about whom I have written 
in the past, and the father of a wonderful son, 
Preston, another previous subject, whose young 
life ended too soon by human standards.  

For years Stanley would buy old tractors, 
which he would re-condition in his spare time, 
and then put them up for sale, one at a time, out 
on the bottom of his hill dropping off as one 
leaves Heathsville, beneath the imposing home 
he and Barbara built there over 30 years ago. 
Whatever Stanley did on the outside, Barbara 
matched on the inside, canning and preserving 
more fruits and vegetables than most grocery 
stores offered.

Stanley made an avocation of bargaining, 
thrilling in the give-and-take of negotiating 
a price, even if it were for a two-dollar item. 
If anyone accepted his first offer, he looked 
dejected in that he knew he had missed the 
chance to offer some of his witty and perceptive 
repartee.  

At a young age, by the standards of the ill-
ness, Stanley developed Alzheimer’s Disease 
and although the spark dimmed, the kind and 
gentle nature survived.  Last Friday he and Bar-
bara celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 

and Saturday morning Stanley died, concluding 
a life well led and a manifestation of our unique 
local color that enriched the Northern Neck. All 
one needs to say about Stanley is that he was a 
gentleman, his complete description.

Stanley Preston Swann Sr., September 2, 1935 
- October 27, 2007. R.I.P.

The third passage was that of a genuine come-
here, Malcolm Schantz, a career Navy retired 
captain who moved with his wife, Sarah, to a 
great old home in White Stone to enjoy country 
living.  He, like Stanley, had a wonderful sense 
of humor and relished a quick turn-of-phrase, 
catching the “mot just,” making a retort that 
was the final say, and enjoying all aspects of the 
Northern Neck which had brought him here.

Malcolm was a 1963 Annapolis graduate, 
the son of an admiral, who had his own illustri-
ous naval career, one which ended sooner than 
it should have due to illness. He was a classi-
cist, who married his high school colleague, a 
Latinist who became the perfect foil for his own 
level of refinement.  

He was an authority on weaponry, a vigorous 
defender of the Second Amendment, an inter-
est manifested especially in his work with the 
local pistol and gun club. He took special inter-
est in tutoring local children in mathematics. 
Everyone who knew him had both amusing and 
intellectually interesting stories to tell from the 
experience.

A classmate related that while in the Naval 
Academy, the midshipmen had sailed to Norfolk 
to participate in a parade. They followed a group 
of Shriners and at the end of the parade Mal-
colm addressed one of the Shriners by saying, 
“Sir, I do not know your name, but I never forget 
a fez.” Malcolm was a delight in every respect, 
a man who made the Northern Neck his own, 
the final symbol of which was his burial in our 
soil when he could have had all of the honors of 
Arlington.

John Malcolm Schantz, Captain, U.S.N., Ret., 
July 22, 1941 – October 12, 2007. R.I.P.

      
*****

Last week I ended the column with a correc-
tion relative to an earlier item in which I men-
tioned Jo Ann and John Smith.  Speaking of 
their dedication to the Northumberland County 
Animal Shelter, as written, my last sentence read, 
“The animals have no greater friends than they.”  
When I looked in the printed version my final 
word had been “degrammaticized” to “them.” Jo 
Ann and John found it amusing, but to others 
who have commented, or should I say “ribbed 
me”?,  I can only plead innocence, adding “Non 
mea culpa!”

Off The Beaten Path
by Reid Pierce Armstrong
I packed up the family and 

drove to Wal-Mart last week 
for the grand opening, simply 
because I had to have THAT 
experience. 

I’ve never attended the 
grand opening of anything, 
and I wasn’t planning to make 
this a first, but then there I 
was at 6 p.m. on a Wednesday 
night with nothing better to do. 

“Want to go to Wal-Mart?” I 
asked my husband. 

“Sure,” he said. 
And, just like that, we 

became one of THOSE people 
who go to Wal-Mart because 
there’s nothing better to do. 

With the season’s first rain 
falling steadily, we saun-
tered hand-in-hand down the 
glistening tree-lined “lane,” all 
aglow with the quaint village 
street lights, to the front door. 

It was nice of Wal-Mart to 
ease us through the transition 
from small town Kilmarnock 
to Megaland Superstore like 
that, but the entire effect is 
somewhat abated by the sur-
rounding stadium lighting, 
electrifying the night sky. 

I have to admit, standing 
at the door, the cream walls 
stretching as far as I could 
see in every direction, I didn’t 
even notice the much-dis-
cussed cupolas intended to 
give this Wal-Mart less of a 
box-store-feel. 

Once the rows of sliding 
entry doors were behind us, we 
stood frozen for a few minutes 
next to the nervous shopping 
cart greeter, unsure how to 
proceed. 

We discussed several alter-
natives, but finally agreed to 
circumnavigate the outer walls 
in a clockwise direction before 
penetrating the interior. 

We scoped out the sushi 
setup, checked milk prices, 
wandered slowly through 
the baby aisle and examined 
almost every item in the toy 
section. We sped through the 
Christmas display (not ready 
for that yet) and spent at least 
20 minutes watching the color-
ful fish swim around in the pet 
aisle (who needs the Baltimore 
Aquarium after all?). 

I even selected a fancy 
fruit smoothy from the fresh 
produce section and my 
15-month-old son pulled a 
musical book off the shelf as 
we passed by. I couldn’t bring 
myself to take it away. 

And because there were 

about 45 registers to choose 
from, we didn’t even have to 
wait in line to check out. 

Having purchased several 
items I didn’t know I needed, 
our initiation into the Wal-
Mart culture was complete. 

What struck me most about 
the grand opening was how 
many different kinds of people 
were browsing the aisles 
that night. It had to be the 
most diverse event I’ve ever 
attended in the Northern Neck. 

Outside the store was a 
gaggle of tweens chatting 
on their cell phones. Elderly 
women perused the grocery 
shelves, walking slowly behind 
their carts for support. There 
were moms in the school sec-
tion, gangs of sunglass-clad 
teens running through the 
electronics section, a young 
couple in the home department 
and a well-to-do retired couple 
checking out the red-light 
specials. 

You couldn’t swing a cat 
without hitting somebody you 
know. 

In the opening days, friends 
and coworkers discussed how 
many times they had been to 
Wal-Mart in the past 48-hours 
(one person went four times in 
a single day). 

A coworker has even 

announced his intentions to 
walk the store in months to 
come for exercise. 

I’m sure the novelty will 
wear off soon enough. Rumor 
has it that 20 employees have 
already quit – apparently 
unable to take the pressure. It 
can’t be easy, after all, with all 
those people needing direc-
tions to the automotive aisle 
and wanting to, gasp, buy 
things. 

I guess you can put a 
Megaland Superstore in the 
Northern Neck, but you can’t 
take the Northern Neck out 
of the Megaland Superstore 
employees. 
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Letters to the Editor

From Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Last month’s APEC Summit 
revealed how President Bush’s 
focus on Iraq has left a five-year 
vacuum of influence in Asia. 
This has now been irrevers-
ibly filled by China and India, 
which I call Chindia. The true 
gross domestic present numbers 
for Chindia and the U.S. show 
Chindia close to displacing us 
as the world’s top economy.

Why is this so little known? 
The Feds calculate our GDP not 
by the dollar value of, say, com-
puter sales, but by actual sales 
value times the increase in com-
puter capability since a baseline 
year. So the actual $999 sale of 
a tripled-capability computer 
becomes $2,997. Chindian 
goods and services also cost far 
less than ours. Comparing the 
actual units of computers, cars, 
etc. made, Chindian output is 
already within 17 percent of our 
figures. With their much higher 
growth rates, Chindian GDP 
will surpass our true GDP in 
2009. And increasingly, Chin-
dian businesses are no longer 
just contractors for U.S. compa-
nies, but full-blown direct com-
petitors in the world market.

China alone is the largest 
financier of our deficit-induced 
debt and could cripple our 
economy overnight simply by 
cashing in the U.S. treasuries 
they hold to stem the losses our 
crashing dollar is costing them.

Militarily, China is outstrip-
ping us even faster. Several years 
ago their Navy began building a 
fleet of 600 nuclear submarines. 
Their army fields millions, while 
our far smaller army is stretched 
to the limit. Chinese air defenses 
are already impenetrable to all 
but a handful of U.S. airplanes. 
Their state-of-the-art Russian- 
and Chinese-made interceptors 
are brand new by comparison 
with the average age of our air-
craft, which varies from 20 to 
46 years old. China has even 
proven its space war capability 
by shooting down a satellite. 
Although Air Force Secretary 
Michael Wynne has called for 
drastic corrective action to 
address these imbalances, there 
is no sign of action.

Why don’t we hear these bald 
truths from any branch of our 
government? Does our govern-
ment really disagree with the 
majority of those polled three 
years ago now, who said that 
America is definitely on the 
wrong course?

The reality is that we des-
perately need infinitely bigger 
course changes than Congress 
has ever dreamed of. Why isn’t a 
single presidential candidate of 
either party proposing or debat-
ing such changes? Do they all 
think it too late for us to redress 
such overwhelming disadvan-

Forget Iraq, 
beware Chindia

tages? Can they all be resigned 
to America soon becoming 
a second-class superpower? 
Where are the real leaders?

From Zach McKinley,
Heathsville

In March I went with my youth 
group to a rally called “Acquire 
the Fire.” There I heard about a 
ministry called “Global Expe-
ditions.” I learned that they are 
an international ministry which 
sends thousands of young people 
all over the globe each year. I 
decided that was something I 
wanted to do.

On June 29, I left to go on the 
adventure of a lifetime, a summer 
mission trip to Peru. There were 
about 40 teenagers and six adults 
on the trip. We had a blast.

We went early each morning to 
four or five sites and did drama 
which presented the gospel mes-
sage. After the skits, we mingled 
with the crowds and through an 
interpreter, shared what our faith 
means to us and how it could 
change their lives also. Alto-
gether, 3,800 people came to see 
us and at the end of the program 
1,500 people had made decisions 
to follow Christ.

The experience of sharing 
with others how Jesus Christ has 
changed my life was awesome. 
The cross-cultural experience 
also affected me powerfully. On 
the last day, there was a man in 
the crowd who was wearing leg 
braces and using crutches. He 
had been in an accident about 
16 years ago. Both his legs were 
broken and since he had never 
had proper medical attention, 
they had never healed properly. 
A friend and I prayed for this 
man. When he put aside his 
crutches and the leg braces were 
taken off, he literally ran around 
the marketplace for 30 minutes. 
That is what makes faith in a 
living God real. It is also what 
changes lives.

I returned home July 14 and 
realized two things: I had made 
the right decision in going to 
Peru and I will most definitely 
do this again soon.

Mission trip 
lauded
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Letters to the Editor

From Lynton Land, 
Ophelia

In 1926, a decision by the 
Supreme Court (City of Euclid 
v. Ambler Realty Co.) legiti-
mized zoning as a way to pro-
tect the public health, safety and 
welfare. The finding that there 
was valid government interest 
in maintaining the character 
of neighborhoods and in regu-
lating where certain land uses 
should occur, caused a subse-
quent explosion in zoning ordi-
nances across the country. 

If wise zoning exists, indi-
viduals and developers can 
buy property with confidence 
that they know what can be 
built nearby so as to be able to 
protect their investment. In the 
absence of an effective zoning 
code, property owners live 
under the constant threat that 
neighbors may adopt land uses 
that result in a loss of property 
values.

What goals should zoning 
ordinances achieve in Northum-
berland County? Do existing 
ordinances suffice? Ordinances 
are available on-line at www.
co.northumberland.va.us, at 
the library, or from the county. 

We often hear phrases like 
“the need to preserve our rural 
heritage” and “prevent highway 
sprawl.” How can these goals 
be achieved to everyone’s sat-
isfaction, if, indeed, these sen-
timents express the majority of 
citizen’s wishes? What kind of 
county do the citizens want a 
decade or more from now?

Consider a property owner 
who currently owns land zoned 
Agricultural (A-1). Under the 
existing ordinance (§148-18) a 
property owner is permitted 67 
land-uses by right, and 17 addi-
tional land-uses conditionally. 
Some of the uses permitted 
“by right” include automotive/
truck sales/service/recondi-
tioning/ repairing/re-treading, 
contractor’s equipment storage 
yards, light industry, manufac-
turing, processing and assem-
bly, mobile home sales yards, 
motels and hotels, retail food 
stores, truck and motor freight 
terminals, and wholesale 
businesses and storage ware-
houses. 

Does the existing ordinance 
“preserve our rural heritage” 
and prevent “highway sprawl?” 
Should all 67 uses continue to 
be permitted, or should land 
zoned A-1 be restricted only 
for agricultural and low-den-
sity single-family residential 
purposes? Do the 67 kinds of 
uses currently permitted “by 
right” enhance or detract from 
the value of adjacent property? 
If an owner of land zoned A-1 
intends to develop their land 
for low-density single-family 
residential purposes and a 
nearby property owner builds 
a freight terminal, does that 
benefit anyone but the second 
property owner?

What kinds of restrictions, 
if any, should be placed on 
residential density? We cannot 
escape from the fact that sewage 
disposal must be accomplished 
with as little impact as possible 
on our local waterways and 
Chesapeake Bay. 

Low Impact Development 
(LID) and “clustering” are tools 
to permit higher density resi-
dential development, including 
multi-family dwellings, both 
adjacent to and removed from 
the water. Clustering residences 
and requiring that land be set 
aside as open space (which can 
be farmed or timbered) is one 
option. 

An alternative is to mandate 
large lots, but at what point does 
a lot become too big to mow, yet 
too small to farm? Should LID 
and/or cluster requirements be 
incorporated into existing or 
new ordinances? How can we 
ensure that residential develop-
ment can proceed for low- and 
moderate-income families?

Some citizens believe we 
must look long and hard at 
existing zoning ordinances 
which date (with a few revi-
sions) from 1974. We must, col-
lectively, decide what kind of 
place Northumberland County 
will become decades from now. 
Existing zoning ordinances do 
not prevent highway sprawl or 
large, dense “cookie-cutter” 
residential developments, nor 
do existing ordinances guar-
antee that the rural appearance 
of the county and the 55-mph 
speed limit between villages 
will be retained. 

In the spirit of encourag-
ing the public to discuss these 
issues among themselves, an 
unaligned group of concerned 
citizens proposes to publish a 
series of letters, of which this 
is first. In subsequent letters 
we will address subjects like 
the history of zoning, projected 
demographic changes, protect-
ing agricultural and forested 
land, land conservation, resi-

The need for 
planned growth

dential development inland and 
on the water, multi-family resi-
dences, affordable housing, vil-
lage development, a highway 
overlay, and the role of the new 
“campus” in the county.

We intend these articles to 
be informational. We encour-
age all citizens of the county to 
understand existing ordinances 
and seriously consider the 
issues that will face Northum-
berland County in the future. 

The appendix of the compre-
hensive plan contains demo-
graphic data from federal 
censuses and state and local 
data banks. All citizens are 
urged to make their positions 
known to the general public and 
to the planning commission and 
board of supervisors in public 
hearings, in writing (P. O. Box 
129, Heathsville, VA 22473), 
or by email at keades@co.nor-
thumberland.va.us.

From Natalie Stickel,
White Stone

When a mother sends her 
teen to school each day, she 
says good-bye with an expec-
tation: the child will learn in 
a safe and protective environ-
ment.

However, on the morning of 
April 12, 2007, Mariya Fatima 
was not protected. She suffered 
a stroke at Jamaica High School 
(JHS), New York, 15 days after 
JHS’s assistant principal, Guy 
Venezia, issued a memo for-
bidding any dean from dialing 
911.

Of course, my first reactions 
were anger and disbelief. How 
could anyone prohibit a call for 
help in an emergency?

But perhaps logic and reason-
ing fail to govern one’s actions 
when school funding is hang-
ing precariously on the edge of 
strict budget cuts. Being placed 
on a list of “dangerous schools” 
under President Bush’s No 
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) 
put unnecessary pressure on 
Venezia and the entire admin-
istration. Since the list is based 
on the number of a school’s 
annual emergency calls, Vene-
zia felt the unrelenting need to 
keep JHS on a low profile, thus 
going to extreme measures and 
distributing the memo.

Because Fatima’s medi-
cal care was delayed for over 
an hour, the physical damage 
caused by the stroke is much 
worse than it could’ve been if 
the school had reacted swiftly. 
Although Venezia’s decision 
completely contradicted JHS 
policy, common sense, and 
common morals, the school’s 
interests were in mind.

As we can see from Mari-
ya’s story and the struggles of 
our own rural school systems, 
not only does NCLB pressure 
schools to meet unrealistic and 
unfair standards of education, 
but it also impedes the safety of 
those involved in these types of 
situations while it undermines 
the judgment of those on the 
scene.

The requirements within the 
NCLB Act are impossible to 
attain. We must revise or revoke 
these impractical expectations. 
If it is not overhauled, it will be 
the demise of public education 
as we know it.

Program 
needs overhaul

From Ethan Brent,
Irvington

It appears that an opportunist 
is preying on the more vulner-
able members of our commu-
nity. If we are more alert and 
willing to take decisive mea-
sures when necessary, we can 
take better care of one another, 
as befitting the noble tradition 
of being good neighbors in a 
rural area coping with the usual 
challenges of rapid change.

On September 14, around 
2 p.m. in the parking lot of a 
local grocery store, I happened 
to witness a minor altercation 
taking place a few paces away, 
next to the rack where consider-
ate shoppers return their carts. 
There was a senior citizen, a 
mature lady, alone, being bad-
gered by a wiry, much younger 
(and far from mature) woman.

Something just didn’t seem 
right about the scene. As the 
angry woman stormed back 
into the store, supposedly to 
‘call the cops’ (two showed up 
later), I approached the bewil-
dered lady and asked if she 
needed assistance.

Obviously shaken, she was 
trying to reach her husband 
on her cell phone. The other 
woman claimed that the senior 
lady—clearly an able-bodied 
person with all of her facul-
ties still intact and fully func-
tional—had scratched her car, 
which was parked strategically 
right next to the shopping cart 
return rack.

The senior lady told me that 

Scammer working 
Kilmarnock?

she had gone out of her way to 
move an abandoned stray cart 
before pushing her own back 
to the return bin, precisely 
because she wanted to be sure 
that she did not hit the parked 
car; so, she was puzzled to be 
accused of doing so. Look-
ing closely, I could just barely 
make out a faint scruff under-
neath the road film, but no real 
damage; and certainly nothing 
to warrant the rude histrionics, 
given the circumstances.

Sane, sober, civil people 
don’t go out of the way to make 
a public scene, when they could 
just as easily discuss things 
calmly. Why bother, unless 
you have another agenda? Who 
knows why the other woman 
was so agitated, but I wasn’t 
about to stand by and let her 
abuse a vulnerable person who 
knew she was innocent of any 
misdeed. I reported  the inci-
dent to the sheriff ’s office and, 
later, to the store’s manager, 
for the record, in the event 
this artless charlatan tries the 
same lame ruse again, at that 
location or elsewhere, trying 
to dupe another unsuspecting 

senior citizen.
A tempest in a teapot? Or, is 

it a sign of the times we live in 
and a cue to alert us that some-
thing has gone wrong? 

Such incidents indicate that 
we all need to be a bit more 
wary as times change here, to 
counter with greater human 
kindness the downside of so-
called ‘progress,’ as our for-
merly isolated rural community 
inherits the inevitable raft of 
social ills infecting American 
suburbs.

If we are all more alert and 
take a quiet, collective stand, in 
congenial civility, against such 
shenanigans, perhaps we can 
stem the tide and let the n’er-
do-wells know we won’t put up 
with such shifty behavior here.

From Cheryl Henry Perkins, 
Topping

The recent missive from a 
prolific writer of liberal bash-
ing letters questions whether 
liberals are living on the same 
planet as she. Since the writer 
appears to be living on planet 

Planet Delusional

Delusional, the answer to her 
question is apparently no.

She continues to support 
president Bush as he forges 
ahead and blunders on in his 
ill-conceived, deceptively sold, 
deadly, massively expensive, 
corruption ridden and disas-
trous war in Iraq.

Those of us who see the real-
ity of this disaster are living 
on Earth, a real planet which 
has, throughout history, been 
embroiled in war after war 
begun by those who are hungry 
for power and resources and 
by those who are willing to die 
and kill for their beliefs in vari-
ous gods. The rest of us see the 
death, suffering and destruction 
of property that results from 
needless wars started by igno-
rant, arrogant, greedy, short-
sighted and stubborn leaders 
like George W. Bush and we 
deplore the awful waste.

Bush and bin Laden are two 
of a kind, master manipula-
tors, using fear and propaganda 
to achieve their goals. Reli-
gious fanaticism plays a role 
for both as they each claim to 
be empowered and driven by 

their own version of god. Many 
of us see them for what they 
really are, power mad, danger-
ously obsessive control freaks. 
We should not let ourselves 
be used or swayed by either of 
these men who already have so 
much of other people’s blood 
on their hands.

It is not just the writer’s 
hated liberals who have recog-
nized the terrible folly of this 
war. Many Republicans have 
chosen to speak the truth and 
stop toeing the party line to 
decry the war in Iraq. Perhaps 
those from other planets will 
someday join the reality based 
community as well.

The
Record
Online

www.rrecord.com
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Letters to the Editor

From Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, 
Kilmarnock

One of the frequent writers 
to this forum recently compli-
mented Bollinger, the president 
of Columbia University, for 
inviting Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad, President of Iran, to speak. 
The writer further said that per-
haps President Bush would be 
invited to speak at Tehran Uni-
versity. He called these events, 
real and imaginary, “getting to 
know you.”

Why would we want to “get 
to know” a former revolution-
ary guard whom many of the 
52 American hostages from the 
1970s have identified as one 
of their guards? Why would 
we want to “get to know” the 
president of a country who is 
supplying Iraq with arms and 
missiles and whose top dip-
lomat in Iraq has  today been 
identified as a former revolu-
tionary guard also? Why would 
we want to “get to know” the 
president of a country that has a 
Shiite majority and is advising 
the Shiites in Iraq? Why would 
we want to “get to know” the 
president of a country where in 
Tehran street demonstrations 
American and Israeli flags are 
routinely burned with cries of 
“Down with America?” Why 
would we want to “get to know” 
a man who said, “No power can 
take away Iran’s right to nuclear 
fuel technology?”

For the writer to suggest that 
perhaps President Bush would 
be invited to Iran to speak is 
a pipe dream. Admadinejad 
would never allow President 
Bush to give a “free” speech 
at Tehran University. It seems 
the writer doesn’t  comprehend 
that the president of Iran is our 
enemy and he’s a Muslim. His 
motto, mantra, and reason for 
living is that “Infidels must 
die!” We cannot “get to know” 
him or any of his kind. These 
are not people with whom we 
can sit down and discuss world 
peace rationally. What we call 
the War on Terror, to  Adma-
dinejad and  to Muslims, is a 
jihad, a holy war, decreed by 
Allah.

Thankfully, Ahmadinejad 
was not allowed to visit ground 
zero, where I’m sure he would 
have gloated. Because his 
request to visit the site was not 
granted, we can be relieved to 
know that there are still people 
in this country who have  some 
common sense.

Calling for more
common sense

From Loretta Borostovik,
White Stone

I was pleased to hear that 
the Lancaster Democratic 
Committee has once again 
distributed copies of the U.S. 
Constitution to Lancaster High 
School. Moreover, two Viet-
nam veterans, Gilbert Dorman 
and Norm Mosher, were pres-
ent at the presentation to bear 
witness to all who have served 
and sacrificed for these docu-
ments.

Citizens should remember 
that all who serve the nation, 
whether in uniform or not, 
are required to take an oath to 
protect and defend the Con-
stitution. Officers of our gov-
ernment do not swear loyalty 
to any individual, only to the 
Constitution.

From time to time over the 
course of our history, the Con-
stitution has been threatened, 
not from without, but from 
within. Fortunately, our wise 
founders provided a system of 
checks and balances between 
the legislative, the executive 
and the judicial branches. 
When one branch of govern-
ment seeks too much power, 
the others have means to 
restrain it. Because of this, we 
have a dynamic system which 
is always seeking equilibrium.

Even today, we see the exec-
utive branch claiming powers 
which are being challenged by 
both the judicial and legislative 
branches. Recently, courts have 
found provisions of the Patriot 
Act to be in violation of the 
First and Fourth Amendments 
and consequently, they have 
been declared to be unconsti-
tutional. Other challenges are 
sure to follow.

It is a good time to have a 
personal copy of the Hand-
book for Democracy: the Con-
stitution of the United State 
of America. I have made it a 
point to ensure that each of 
my grandchildren have their 
own copy of the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights and I am 
grateful that the next genera-
tion of Lancaster County citi-
zens have in their hands these 
documents which are so funda-
mental to our democracy.

Constitution is 
handbook for 
democracy

From Lindsay Shearin Rose,
Reedville

I’m writing this letter in 
response to the letter “Ban 
Menhaden Fishing” in the 
September 27 issue. After 
reading the letter, I felt com-
pelled to respond and attempt 
to enlighten its author with 
knowledge on a subject obvi-
ously he knows nothing about.

First, I’d like to clear up a 
misconception. He stated that 
there were three large “ocean 
size” boats with one small 
tender each. That is untrue. If 
the boats he saw only had one 
small purse boat with them, 
they were not the ocean-going 
vessels of Omega Protein, they 
were small, independently 
owned fishing vessels and were 
not fishing for Omega. There 
are only three in the area and 
one of them fishes out of Little 
Bay in Lancaster County. The 
other two fish out of Reed-
ville.  They are not ocean size. 
They only fish locally in the 
rivers and the bay. On occa-
sion Omega boats do fish the 
Rappahannock, but it’s mostly 
the smaller boats referred to as 
“snapper rigs.”

If these smaller boats were 
not allowed to fish in the rivers, 
there would be nowhere for 
them to go. I can’t understand 
why the letter writer and his 
association would want to put 
hard working people out of a 
job simply because they don’t 
like the way it looks from 
their decks and back yards. 
That seems sad and pathetic. It 
makes me wonder what type of 
person or people would go out 
of their way to hurt many other 
people without even having all 
the facts.

Unfortunately there are sev-
eral other things that the writer 
either doesn’t understand or 
know. First, he implied that 
the only reason the boats are 
allowed to continue fishing in 
the Rappahannock is due to the 
“failure of will and reason” by 
the state legislators. On the con-
trary, the boats are continuing to 
fish in area rivers in large part 
because of the strong resolve of 
our elected representatives who 
take the position we’ve chosen 
them for seriously. They go to 
Richmond and Washington 
and fight for our way of life of 
which the menhaden fisheries 
is a huge part. The protection 
of the fishing industry is not a 
failure of the legislators, it is a 
victory.

Next, that letter writer 
claimed that the reason there is 
too much algae in the bay is the 
decline of the menhaden popu-
lation. The menhaden popula-
tion is not in decline. The most 
recent study states that the 
coast-wide stock of menhaden 
is at a very healthy level and is 
within the target and threshold 
levels specified by biological 
reference points. VIMS is in 
the process of doing another 
study that started this summer 
and I’m sure the results will 
be the same as many that have 
come before. The main reason 
there is an abundance of algae 
is due to excess nitrogen in 
the bay. The nitrogen comes 
from sewage treatment plants, 
large-scale animal operations, 
roadway runoff, residential 
and commercial lawn fertilizer 
and development. The nitro-
gen fuels an explosive bloom 
of algae. Nitrogen reaches the 
bay quickly because haphazard 
development has stripped the 
watersheds of the buffers that 
used to filter out most of the 
harmful chemicals and nutri-
ents. 

The poor water quality of 
the bay has more to do with the 
fabulous summer homes and 
waterfront mansions that have 
been built in the last few years, 
than with the fishing industry. 
Many years ago the bay was 
very healthy. There were hun-
dreds more fishing vessels and 
watermen and a lot less homes 
on the water.

The bay is a mess, but doing 
away with commercial fishing 
won’t clean it up. It is incred-
ibly short-sighted and unfair to 
blame watermen for the state 
of affairs in the bay. What can 
clean the bay is to get the Blue 
Plains Treatment Facility to 
manage its dumping into the 
bay more efficiently, getting 
the county boards of supervi-
sors to actually follow the rules 
and not allow building in the 
buffer zones, getting the farm-
ers in the Shenandoah Valley 
to understand that their runoff 
affects our water and getting 
homeowners to stop using toxic 
and unnecessary fertilizer on 
their lawns and gardens. I agree 
with the fact that the bay needs 
help, what I don’t agree with is 
making the fishing industries 
the scapegoats.

Don’t make 
fishing industries 
scapegoats From Rob Ransone,

Wicomico Church
I got a shock when I logged 

onto the ATM machine at my 
Northern Neck State Bank in 
Kilmarnock Thursday.

After inserting my card, 
the first screen that came up 
was: “Press 1 for English, 
Press 2 for Spanish.” What in 
the world is going on? I don’t 
object to having another lan-
guage option, but I do object 
to having to select “English” in 
my own country.

I’ll bet that if you go to 
a French ATM machine, it 
won’t ask you to “Press 1 for 
French!”

What’s next: restaurant 
menus in English and Span-
ish? How about banks asking 
whether you want your bills 
printed in English or Spanish? 
Bilingual road signs? Bilingual 
police and firemen? How about 
car dashboards asking “Press 
1 for fuel quantity in English, 
Press 2 for fuel quantity in 
Spanish.”

I treasure the ethnic diversity 
of our country—it adds interest 
and value to our culture—but I 
still think that English should 
be our primary language, and 
those who can’t understand 
simple English expressions 
and directions should just buy 
a little dictionary, like we do 
when we visit a foreign coun-
try.

Press one  
for English

BUSINESS

ANOTHER FORM
OF NETWORKING

THE

435-1701

DIRECTORY:
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Letters to the Editor

From Dana J. Gilmour, 
Ocran

Supervisor Palin at one 
of the September work ses-
sions requested that narrative 
be added to the comprehen-
sive plan regarding “transfer 
of development rights.” The 
draft now contains two brief 
paragraphs italicized and high-
lighted in yellow on pages 7-9 
and 7-10.

To be kind, I’ll assume the 
author of the second paragraph 
was merely ignorant of the 
subject, especially here within 
the Commonwealth. If one 
Googles “Transfer of Develop-
ment Rights” Virginia he’ll see 
24,500 hits.

The draft statement that 
“successful TDR programs 
such as the one in Montgomery 
County, Md., are exceptionally 
rare throughout the country,” is 
false.

Montgomery County has 
thus far protected 43,000 acres 
of open space and agricultural 
land.

Arlington County, Va., imple-
mented TDRs into its zoning 
ordinance February 28, 2006.

The “Unified Development 
Ordinance” of Suffolk, Va., 
section 31-409 provides for 
TDRs.

The Piedmont Environmen-
tal Council in Warrenton rec-
ommends TDRs as one of the 
“tools to preserve rural land.”

5n C’ville Tomorrow there’s 
reference to support of TDRs 
by the Virginia Farm Bureau.

TDRs, by definition, are 
transactions between land 
owners, private sector transac-
tions not requiring the use of 
tax dollars to acquire devel-
opment rights as compared to 
PDRs which do require tax dol-
lars for acquisition. The only 
governmental involvement is to 
establish and oversee the rules 
of engagement and ensure that 
land and tax records accurately 
reflect the transactions of the 
sending and receiving parcels. 

With the 2007 changes 
enacted, it is now permissible 
to transfer development rights 
not just within the county, but 
also within incorporated towns 
within the county wherein com-
plementary rules of engage-

TDR programs 
not rare

ment have been approved by 
both political subdivisions. 
This is not rocket science.

This portion of the draft (7-9 
and 7-10) needs to be rewritten 
with the negative bias removed 
and expanded to more clearly 
describe TDRs with facts rather 
than opinion. Supervisor Palin 
and the rest of us deserve better 
than what’s presently there.

PS: There are other changes 
in this latest draft that were not 
highlighted in yellow and some 
deletions you’d have to hunt 
for by comparing earlier itera-
tions. There’s also at least one 
goof resulting from deletion of 
SGA in the narrative; see line 
17 on page 7-18. Needs “rural 
village” added where “SGA” 
was deleted.

The bulk of the deletions, in 
my view, are not consequen-
tial.

From Kimberly Vail, 
Irvington

Around seven years ago, Bill 
Westbrook asked me to revamp 
the gardens at the Hope and 
Glory Inn. Since that time, 
Mitchell Whitmore, my dear 
sister, has planted over 50 per-
cent of the gardens with many 
donated plants, including some 
from Mrs. Fleet of Irvington. 
Anyone who knows Mitchell 
knows she works harder than 
two people. The gardens have 
been her pride and joy, her 
heart and soul. She checked on 
them after every storm, above 
and beyond the call of duty. 

Recently, Mitchell has 
decided to leave the Hope and 
Glory and because of the appre-
ciation she so richly deserves I 
wanted to publicly praise her 
devotion, her character, and her 
fidelity to everyone and every-
thing she commits to. 

Yes, it is a small town and all 
who have driven by the Hope 
and Glory know what a hard 
worker Mitchell is and what a 
great job she has done to make 
the gardens the masterpiece 
they have become. I wanted to 
lend my voice to the hundreds 
of admirers of her work and 
proclaim, “Well done!”

 We all look forward to the 
new projects and opportunities 
that will present themselves 

Saluting 
a gardener

over the next weeks and months 
and rejoice with the fortunate 
few who have the privilege and 
the honor of calling Mitchell 
Whitmore their gardener, and 
more importantly, their friend.

From Lloyd N. Hill, 
Weems

There is a potential accident 
waiting to happen at the one-
way street at the White Stone 
post office.

I pick up mail there six days 
a week and have almost been in 
an accident several times. One 
may be a party to an accident 
either because he has pulled 
out too far to see if anything 
is coming or because he hits 
someone who has pulled out 
too far to see if anything is 
coming. 

Either way, this is a situation 
that can and should be rem-
edied. Large vehicles should 
not be allowed to park near the 
curb and the flowerpot on the 
corner is too large. There also 
should be restrictions on the 
size of signs along on the side-
walk which restrict visibility. 
These alterations or some com-
bination of them will lessen the 
danger.

I have also witnessed much 
confusion on the part of visi-
tors when they leave Hender-
son Cleaners and go toward the 
Food Lion in Kilmarnock. The 
instruction at that exit shows 
two arrows, one pointing left 
and the other pointing right. 
What is one to do if he wants 
to go straight? Those who have 
been here awhile know the pat-
tern; however, visitors in the  
increasing traffic might mis-
read it. I have been behind driv-
ers who shifted lanes because 
they couldn’t initially figure it 
out.   

Finally, if one is exiting the 
Food Lion parking lot and he 
wants to turn left at the light, 
how far does he pull up? It 
appears to be left to the dis-
cretion of each driver. There 
should be a line there to clearly 
show how far to pull up. As it 
is, someone traveling south 
on Main Street who turns 
into Food Lion stands a good 
chance of hitting the front of 
cars too far forward.

Accidents waiting 
to happen

I don’t know if it is the town, 
county or someone else who 
has the responsibility to inves-
tigate these situations. I know 
that it is better to be proactive 
than reactive. We don’t need 
to wait for accidents to happen 
to see these problems. Let’s fix 
these problems and give visi-
tors a break.

From Ron Smith, 
Reedville

In the October 18 Rappahan-
nock Record under Area Events, 
it was reported “Deeds for a Cow-
A-Dung-O raffle involving live 
cows November 17 on the Lan-
caster High School football field 
are available for $100 each.”

Under  Letters to the Editor, 
it was noted “Lancaster High 
School has decided not to allow 
any community football teams 
to play games on the high school 
football field.”

Thank goodness.

Field use

From Morris Dillingham,
Kilmarnock

Some senators keep trying 
to catch us asleep as was evi-
dent during the latest attempt 
at amnesty for illegal aliens. As 
reported by Numbers USA, the 
so called “Dream Act” deals with 
illegal aliens who:

“Have maintained a continu-
ous presence in the US for five 
years and were not yet 16 years 
old upon initial entry, but are now 
no older than 30 years of age.

“Are of good moral charac-
ter and are not inadmissible or 
deportable on certain criminal 
grounds or on the basis of being 
a risk to national security.

“Have been admitted to an 
institution of higher educa-
tion, have attained a high school 
diploma, or have obtained a GED 
in the U.S.”

It’s not the first time in recent 
weeks that children have been 
pawns of the politicians. Under 
the guise of helping innocent 
children of illegal aliens (but 
supported by the taxpayer) the 
amnesty crowd hoped to get the 
proverbial “foot-in-the-door” for 
a wider amnesty.

The Center for Immigration 
Studies has just released a report 
that refutes the claim of the pro-

Amnesty 
tried again

ponents of the Dream Act that 
only around 60,000 illegal aliens 
per year would be involved for 
a short time. Allowing for fraud, 
failure of the government to 
deport the siblings and parents 
of the qualifying illegals, and the 
rolling amnesty effect of drawing 
more illegals here to “qualify,” 
CIS estimates the total number of 
amnesty beneficiaries at 2.1 mil-
lion.

The good news is that this 
recent attempt at amnesty with-
out debate has failed to pass 
cloture and Senator Warner was 
on the right side this time. He 
voted against cloture along with 
enough other senators to keep the 
yes votes below 60. He has stated 
that he is not for amnesty and has 
supported that statement with his 
vote.

The bad news is that Senator 
Webb went with his party and 
voted for the amnesty by voting 
for cloture. If he were up for re-
election he would have to hire 
legions of letter writers to try to 
offset his record. Let’s remem-
ber when the time comes that he 
voted with his party instead of his 
constituents.

In the meantime, watch for 
another devious attempt with the 
AgJobs amnesty as a part of the 
Farm Bill.

From Sam and Faye George,
Lancaster

My name is Sam George. I live 
in Lancaster.

I am a building contractor and 
on February 9, 2006, I under-
went an event that would forever 
change my life. I had to start dial-
ysis treatments.

I go to Dialysis Corporation 
of America in Kilmarnock, three 
days a week from 6 to 10 a.m. 
This is what is keeping me alive. I 
try to do what I can to contribute 
to my wife’s wages but most days 
cannot do what I used to.

The intent of this letter is to 
inform the public that I am very 
interested in having a kidney 
transplant and looking for a donor. 
My wife, Faye, has been tested 
and was a match but because of 
high blood pressure cannot give 
her kidney. I have been referred 
to Eric M. Gibney, MD assistant 
professor of medicine transplant 
nephrologist at VCU Medical 
Center in Richmond, for evalua-

Calling on friends 
and neighbors

tion.
There are a few reasons why 

receiving a kidney from a living 
donor is critically important. 
First, it ensures that a recipi-
ent does not have to wait on the 
list for a deceased donor kidney. 
Currently, waiting lists are very 
long and the average length of 
wait can be between four and six 
years. The unfortunate reality is 
that many patients become ill or 
pass away before they are able to 
receive a kidney.

The second reason is that kid-
neys from living donors tend to 
last much longer, with approxi-
mately double the life span of a 
deceased donor kidney. These 
are two reasons that receiving a 
kidney from a family member or 
friend is almost always better than 
waiting on the list for a deceased 
donor kidney.

Dr. Gibney, my wife and I have 
discussed this and he has given me 
this information to send to friends 
for consideration as to whether 
you would be willing to donate a 
kidney for me. Some other facts 
might reassure you about this dif-
ficult decision.

Because we are born with 
more kidney function than most 
of us will ever need, the risks of 
developing kidney disease due to 
removing a kidney are extremely 
low. Because donors undergo 
an extensive evaluation of their 
kidney function, blood pressure, 
risk for diabetes, and overall 
health, donors can feel confident 
that their risk of kidney disease 
after donation remains low.

I realize this is a big question 
and I would appreciate your con-
sidering it carefully. I would then 
ask you to give Maureen Bell, 
RN, a reply either by telephone 
628-0711 or by letter at Hume-
Lee Transplant Center Gateway 
Building, 7th Floor, 1200 East 
Marshall Street, P.O. Box 980274, 
Richmond, VA 23298-0274, if 
you wish to be evaluated.

From the donors who are will-
ing to be considered, they will 
select the one who matches my 
blood type the best.

I assure you that your decision 
will be entirely confidential. I will 
never know whether your answer 
is yes or no. I will only know 
who eventually is selected as the 
donor.

Please do not hesitate to con-
tact Dr.Gibney if you have any 
questions about this very impor-
tant issue.
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Albert Pollard
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on November 6th
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Re-Elect

Bonnie

HAYNIE
FOR TREASURER

Dedicated to the future 
of Lancaster County

AUTHORIZED BY BONNIE HAYNIE
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Letters to the Editor

From Chuck Davis,
Gloucester

I thank everyone for their 
prayers and thoughts during 
Jo Ann’s two-year battle with 
breast cancer. Jo Ann and I 
were very aware that through-
out America’s First District 
folks were praying for Jo Ann 
and for her return. When asked 
how we knew people are pray-
ing for us, we would reply, 
“Because we can feel it.”

In addition, I want to thank 
everyone who mailed us cards, 
flowers and general notes of 
encouragement. Your expres-
sions of good will touched us 
very much. I will forever be 
grateful to you for your kind 
words and thoughts during a 
difficult time.

Jo Ann was honored to repre-
sent America’s First District in 
Congress. She was a woman of 
integrity who dedicated herself 
to public service and gave her 
all for those she served.

Jo Ann and I were married 
for 33 years, raised two sons 
and we all shared a wonder-
ful life together as a family. Jo 
Ann and I were very blessed 
indeed.

Encouragement 
and prayers 
appreciated

From Miriam MacCarthy Bell,
White Stone

The Northern Neck Orches-
tra took us crusin’ down the 
river in its October 27 concert 
so aptly named “From the River 
to the Sea.”

King George I would have 
felt as much at home as he did 
on July 17, 1717, when his 
barges set out up the Thames 
River to Chelsea for supper. 
Sort of reminds  you of the 
“Miss Ann” out for a dinner 
cruise on the Rappahannock 
River, doesn’t it? George went 
us one better, though with intro-
ducing Mr. Handel’s “Water 
Music” played by 50 musicians 
to set the pace. And he liked it 
so much, he made them play it 
three times.

The Northern Neck Orches-
tra, led by genial and masterful 
conductor Guy Hayden also 
had about 50 musicians. They 
produced a sound perhaps com-
paring favorably to the premier 
performance, given the uncer-
tain footing aboard 18th-cen-
tury river barges. So what if the 
horns slipped a little. It was a 
very authentic sound. It floated 
my boat.

Handel’s music was only the 
beginning of a very ambitious 
program that just got better and 
better as time went by. The other 
treats in store, “Ol’ Man River” 
from Show Boat, the exciting 
Smetana river tune “Vltava,” 
a visit to Mendelssohn’s “The 
Hebrides,” and contemporary 
stage and movie music, kept us 
happily moving with the cur-
rents. I don’t know what the 
instrument was, but a line of 
suspended silver pipes lightly 
brushed gave the spine-tin-
gling sound of that fateful icy 
bath from “Titanic” by James 
Horner.

A bunch of old favorites 
from Richard Rodgers’ South 
Pacific could have got us back 
on our barges headed for home. 
But we begged for more. After 
all, George didn’t get home 
until half past four. The mar-
velous group of musicians 
rewarded enthusiastic applause 
with a lush “Blue Tango.”What 
a way to be sent out into a cool, 
clear night. Say, did this really 
happen in Kilmarnock?

Enjoyable concert

From Marianne Wildenberg-
Schmitt, Wicomico Church

During the past six years I 
have read numerous accounts 
bashing President Bush and 
anti-war and anti-military let-
ters in the Record. I am some-
what troubled by the lack of 
outrage concerning Speaker 
Pelosi and the Democrats’ 
resolution condemning Turkey 
for genocide against Armenian 
people some 90 years a go, not 
to mention the fact that there 
are two previous resolutions 
which have been passed. This 
current resolution has angered 
the Turkish people, a strategic 
ally of the United States.

In the past, Democratic lead-
ers accused President Bush of 
alienating our allies because 
of our involvement in Iraq. 
Are they not alienating a key 
ally here? Where is the con-
demnation from our mass 
media? Democratic leadership 
has stated many times, “We 
oppose the war, but support the 
troops.” This resolution is put-
ting our nation and our Iraqi 
and Afghanistan-based troops 
in danger.

Turkey is a key anti-terrorist 
ally because of its support of 
our logistic effort in supporting 
our troops in Iraq  and Afghani-
stan. Reportedly, three fourths 
of our supplies to these soldiers 
arrive via Turkey, either over 
the ground or through Turkish 
air space. To deny this support 
because of partisan congres-
sional politics is the height of 
irresponsibility by our elected 
officials. 

In  2000, Congressman Tom 
Landros of California and cur-
rent sub-committee chairman 
sponsoring the new resolution 
had a contrary view of a similar 
resolution during the Clinton 
era. He opined that passage of 
legislation then would be coun-
terproductive to our national 
interest and would humiliate 
and insult Turkey and that the 
unintended results would be 
devastating. The consequences 
of the current resolution mag-
nify his opinion. What has 
changed in the recent years is 
the war on terrorism under a 
Republican president. Has this 
man lost his sense of world 
affairs because of partisan poli-
tics?

I was ashamed and embar-
rassed by the treatment Gen. 
Petraeus received as he testi-
fied before Congress regarding 
the progress of the war in Iraq. 
Petraeus is a highly intelligent 
and well educated man, a man 
of honor who has given some 
30 years in the service of our 
country. He is a great leader 
who was confirmed unani-
mously by the senate to lead 
our troops in Iraq. The Demo-
crats’ motive was obviously 
to discredit and disgrace this 

Partisan politics 
are dangerous

man. Their behavior in a lead-
ership role was heavy-handed 
and despicable.

Recently, a member of the 
Senate said, “If you have not 
served, or are not a member of 
the military you do not have 
the right to speak out regarding 
issues concerning the military.” 
This remark was aimed at talk 
radio. How many in the House 
and Senate have served in the 
military or have family mem-
bers serving today? Should 
they recluse themselves from 
taking leadership  positions 
within Congress on military 
and associated national secu-
rity matters? Or is this pure 
blatant partisan politics that the 
election of 2006 was supposed 
to cure?

There are local conse-
quences to this proposed con-
gressional resolution. In one 
Kilmarnock church eight sons 
or close relatives of members 
are currently serving in Iraq 
or the Persian Gulf. Certainly, 
that is not the total number of 
local men and women serving 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, the ships 
at sea in the Persian Gulf and 
support units in Kuwait. Sup-
porting our troops means sup-
porting them across the board 
economically, logistically and 
diplomatically to conclude 
the mission our government, 
including Congress, which 
passed a resolution authorizing 
the use of force, assigned them. 
Otherwise the word “support” 
is meaningless.

From Genevieve 
Campagnola, White Stone

I am a Red Devil. I have 
been since I started in the Lan-
caster County School system. I 
proudly wear my Lancaster Red 
Devil t-shirts and I hold my 
head with pride as I announce 
that I am a student at Lancaster 
High School, Devil Country. I 
value everyone’s opinion on the 
perceptions of the devil, but I 
cannot help but disagree.

Both of my parents attended 
Lancaster High School. They 
were Red Devils. The Red 
Devils are part of my identity. 
I do not see why we need to 
analyze the symbol to the point 
of slaughter. The Red Devil is 
a symbol of pride and unity. 
Let’s not give our admired 
symbol any less respect than it 
deserves.

Proud of 
Red Devils

From Valerie Beck,
Weems

Shame on “Unhappy with 
“’Devil Country’” for attempt-
ing to put such a negative twist 
on Lancaster High School.

Perhaps the writer was igno-
rant to the fact that the week 
of October 15 was the school’s 
Homecoming/Spirit Week.

Students from all grade levels 
at the high school began pre-
paring the week prior. Walls 
were decorated before and after 
school by students and staff. 
Some even pushed their week-
end aside to put on the finishing 
details.

The junior and senior classes 
somehow managed to find the 
time to design floats for the 
Friday night parade.

By mid-week the temperature 
began to rise and positive energy 
permeated throughout the build-
ing. By Thursday, the entire 

Proud to live in 
‘Devil Country’

school system was engulfed 
with spirit. The middle school 
cheerleaders called and asked if 
they could march in the parade. 

A faculty member from the 
middle school wanted to sell 
the high school cheerleaders’ 
“”Spirit Ribbons” at her build-
ing because the students there 
wanted to be a part of the excite-
ment.

The primary school sent over 
a banner with read, “LPS Says, 
Good Luck Red Devils!” It was 
appreciated and proudly hung 
in the high school commons for 
the student body to see, along 
with the “Spirit Walls” designed 
by each grade level at the high 
school.

By the time Friday arrived, 
you could almost reach out and 
feel the pride of the “Red Devil 
Community.” The parade began 
at 6 p.m. with superintendent 
Susan Sciabbarrasi leading as 
the grand marshal (a first in 
my six years with the school 
system).

Before the game and at half-
time, the award-winning “Red 
Devil Marching Band” per-
formed several selections includ-
ing “The Devil Went Down to 
Georgia,” and they were fabu-
lous, bringing the overflow 
crowd to its feet with applause, 
admiration and sheer awe.

The nicest compliment came 
from a W&L (opposing team) 
parent— “You put a lot of effort 
into your students. The parade 
was really neat. Half-time was 
great. It was first class.”

When I think back on the 
week’s events, these and the 
words that come to my mind: 
pride, joy, excitement, antici-
pation, dedication, loyalty, 
teamwork, consideration, self-
lessness, support, respect, 
involvement, commitment, 
enthusiasm, community, suc-
cess, delight, legitimate, alle-
giance, faithful, connected, high 
spirited, fellowship, sportsman-
ship, strong work ethic, elation, 
gracious, trustworthy and fun.

My wish for the writer is 
that she can manage to escape 
from the tiny box in which she 
chooses to contain herself so 
that perhaps her heart and mind 
can be healed. The air is so much 
more pure when you can “think 
outside of the box.”

I live in “Devil Country-Red 
Devil  Country,” and I’m proud 
of it. I don’t associate anything 
evil with it. “Go Red Devils!”

From Charlie Costello,
Merry Point

Two recent letters to the 
editor have attacked me 
regarding the setbacks along 
the highway corridors. It is 
past time to set the record 
straight.

Go to www.lancova.com 
and click on board of supervi-
sors meeting minutes. Select 
October 27, 2005. Note the 
composition of the board 
(Jenkins, chair; Geilich, 
vice chair; Beauchamp, Hill, 
Palin). Go to public hearings 
#4 “Highway Corridor Over-
lay District”

Mr. Jenkins said, “The 100 
foot buffer being requested 
does not give sufficient buff-
ering to retain the rural active 
agricultural natural (sp?) of 
Route 3, 200, 201, and 354 
corridors. To accomplish that 
would require a number of 
changes/amendments to look 
at the possibly (sp?) of an 800 
foot buffer from the road for 
commercial construction on 
the rural corridors.”

After the public hearing 
was closed (I did not partici-
pate in the hearing), “Mr. Jen-
kins made a motion to refer 

Setbacks 
set straight

the Highway Corridor Over-
lay District back to staff...
with the following changes...
Applicability Routes 3, 200, 
201, 354 and 695...Setbacks 
should establish a front set-
back of 800 feet from the 
edge of the highway with side 
and rear property line adjust-
ments...” A roll call vote was 
taken with each member 
voting “AYE.”

That is the official public 
record of the start of the major 
changes.
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Thinking about Europe?

It’s the ancient land of legends and kings, where vast
empires were built and destroyed. The romance and
mystique of yesteryear lend an almost magical feel to
your journey as you stand at the Temple of Poseidon,
sail the canals of Venice and gaze upon the great
cathedrals of Spain.

www.citravel.com • kilmarnock@citravel.com

For more information, call (804) 435.2666

INCLUDES RoundtripAir From Richmond!

Join Fellow Northern Neck
Adventurers on a European Cruise
August 28, 2008 • Emerald Princess

12 Days • Barcelona to Venice
Barcelona • Marseille • Florence/Pisa • Rome • Naples

Mykonos • Istanbul • Kusadasi • Athens • Venice
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Addison Claire Gordon
Adam and Michelle Gordon 

of Bowling Green announce 
the birth of their daughter, 
Addison Claire Gordon, born 
June 4, 2007, at Mary Wash-
ington Hospital in Fredericks-
burg. She weighed 7 pounds, 
15 ounces, and was 19.5 inches 
long.

She was welcomed home 
by her grandparents, Ned 
and Marie Goode of Wic-
omico Church, and Bill and 
Pat Gordon of Weems, by her 
great-grandparents Luther and 
Margaret Welch and Harvey 
and Rebecca Goode, all of 
Kilmarnock, and Lois Hudson 
of Weems.

Douglas Cayden Bishoff
Doug and Lindsay Bishoff 

of Weems announce the arrival 
of their son, Douglas Cayden 
Bishoff, at 1:09 p.m. August 
17, 2007, at Memorial Regional 
Medical Center. He weighed 8 
pounds, 2.5 ounces and was 21 
inches long.

His grandparents are Duane 
and Judy Bishoff of Weems, 
Elizabeth Anderson Roe of 
Tappahannock and Thomas W. 
Roe of Richmond.

Mrs. Ron Bolle, accom-
panied by her daughter and 
granddaughter, Doris and 
Michelle Emory of Virginia 
Beach, have returned from a 7-
day Western Caribbean cruise.

Wallace Carter was in 
Bridgewater last weekend with 
his son and family, Dr. and 
Mrs. Drew Carter and chil-
dren,  Sarah, Sam and Steve.

Jane and Henry Jarvis of 
Hills Quarter have returned 
after visiting their children in 
Boston, Mass.

Mrs. Agnes Lee is at her 
home in Fleets Bay after vis-
iting her son and daughter-in-
law, Mr. and Mrs. James Lee 
in Harrisonburg, and then a 
granddaughter and family, Mr. 
and Mrs. Price McLean and 
children in Richmond.

Mrs. Betsy O’Day of Wash-
ington spent several days last 
week with Bill and Gwen 
Balderston on Clifton Land-
ing, Kilmarnock.

Master Warrant Officer Jesse 
Dize, U.S. Army, retired, and 
Mrs. Dize have returned from 
Fort Rucker, Ala., where they 

attended a reunion of the 48th 
Assault Helicopter Company.

Guests of Mr. and Mrs.  Tom 
Spafford several days this 
week have been her brother, 
Robert Powell of Richmond, 
and a sister, Betty Brown of 
Falls Church.

Mrs. Chris Jenkins has 
moved from Irvington to her 
home in Hills Quarter.

Dr. Barbara Goodman of 
Chester was the weekend guest 
of Carol and Tom Fletcher 
in Kilmarnock. On Saturday 
evening, they attended their 
45th Lancaster  High School 
reunion hosted by Diane and 
Terry Haydon at their home in 
upper Lancaster.

Jack and Sharon Taliaferro 
of Richmond were with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Taliaferro, in White Stone 
last weekend to celebrate their 
wedding anniversary.

Rear Adm. and Mrs. James 
E. Enoch of Melbourne, Fla., 
were here last weekend and 
visited his brother and sister-
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Enoch.

95 years young
Brainard Edmonds relaxes 
in an easy chair after cel-
ebrating his 95th birthday 
last week. The former mayor 
of Kilmarnock was honored 
by his family and bride of 
two years, Audrey Smith 
Edmonds. (Photo by Audrey 
Thomasson)

Chesapeake Academy’s 
sixth annual Community 
Oyster Roast will be held 
November 17 on the Rowe 
Campus in Irvington from 
4:30 to 10 p.m.

Proceeds will benefit 
the Catherine E. Schroeder 
Scholarship and co-curricu-
lar programs, such as athlet-
ics.

Six years ago, the Chesa-
peake Academy Alumni 
Association started the  oyster 
roast as a fall homecoming 
and alumni reunion and as 
a way to recognize longtime 

faculty member, Catherine E. 
Schroeder. At the same time, 
The Catherine E. Schroeder 
Scholarship was initiated.

The menu will include 
unlimited roasted oysters, 
clam chowder, hot dogs, bev-
erages and all the fixings. 
Music will be available for 
dancing. Al Pugh Distribut-
ing will offer beer and wine. 
Bring your own oyster knife.

Tickets are $35 per person 
and limited to the first 300 
people. Participants must by 
age 21.  For tickets, call 438-
6490.

Trinity Episcopal Church 
will host its third annual Ham 
and Oyster Supper November 
10.

“The Ham and Oyster Supper 
is one of our biggest fund-rais-
ers,” said Mariah Pollard, a 
member of Trinity. “Church 
members have already been 
busy making pies and rolls for 
this event.”

The menu will include fried 
oysters, Virginia ham, home-
made rolls, green beans, cole 
slaw, sweet potatoes, home-
made apple pie and ice cream, 

coffee and tea. The cost is $15 
for adults; $5 for children 12 
and under; and free for chil-
dren 2 and under. The doors 
open at 4:30 p.m. Serving will 
continue until 7 p.m. or until 
the food runs out. Take-out is 
available.

“This is a popular event and 
the food goes quickly,” Pol-
lard said. “Trinity loves to feed 
people in body and soul.”

Proceeds will be donated to 
community outreach.

For tickets, call Trinity Epis-
copal Church at 462-5908.

The Reedville’s Fisher-
men’s Museum will hold 
its 18th annual oyster roast 
November 10 from 2 to 5 
p.m. on the museum grounds 
on Main Street in Reedville.

The fund-raiser supports 
the museum’s educational 
programming. 

The menu includes oysters, 
both cooked and raw-on-the-
half-shell, bean soup, hot 
dogs, barbeque, clams, coffee 
and soft drinks. 

Beer and wine will be 
available for purchase.

Only 1,000 tickets will be 
sold. 

Those interested are 
encouraged to order tickets 
early. Advance tickets are 
$30 per person. 

Tickets at the door, if avail-
able, will be $35. 

Advance tickets can be 
purchased at the museum 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
daily. 

For mail and/or phone 
orders using a credit card 
or personal check, call 453-
6529.

Births Local News Birthdays

Museum 
to roast 
oysters 
Nov. 10

Community Oyster Roast: 
Bring your own knife

Ham and oyster dinner set

The Urbanna Oyster Festival 
tradition, which was started by 
a dozen or so local merchants 
and “town fathers” in 1958, will 
continue November 2 and 3. The 
50th festival will be highlighted 
by food, music, entertainment 
and good times as thousands of 
visitors fill Urbanna’s streets.
On the waterfront

Waterfront exhibits at The 
Urbanna Town Marina at 
Upton’s Point will include 
exhibits by the Reedville Fish-
ermen’s Museum, Deltaville 
Maritime Museum, VIMS, the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
USCG Auxiliary’s “Coastie,” 
“Godspeed,” oyster buyboats 
“Explorer” and “Seaworthy 
Small Ships,”

The Virginia Coastal Zone 
Management Program of the 
Department of Environmental 

Quality (DEQ) will feature three 
children’s activities and provide 
adult information on restoration 
of Virginia’s natural shoreline 
and coastal underwater habitat. 
Omar the Oyster and Seacil the 
Seahorse will be returning with 
DEQ.
Visitor’s Center

The restored Old Tobacco 
Warehouse/Visitor’s Center on 
Virginia Street near Urbanna 
Creek will be open both days. 
In the 239-year-old building, 
model boat builders will display 
their craft. 
Food, arts and crafts

About 120 vendors will be 
open for business when the fes-
tival officially begins Friday, 
November 2, at 10 a.m. and 
closes at midnight. The festi-
val will continue on Saturday, 

November 3, from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

Food will be available in 
many different forms. The 
oyster is always available raw, 
roasted, fried, steamed, frittered 
and stewed.  

A variety of crafts will be 
available throughout the town. 
New food and craft vendors will 
be sprinkled throughout town.

A “Children’s Activity 
Corner” will be on Grace 
Avenue under the big white tent 
and will feature fun crafts for 
crafty kids, puppet shows, and 
clever clowns with magic and 
juggling.

The Middlesex Woman’s 
Club on Virginia Street will sell 
crab bisque and ham biscuits 
along with an assortment of 
handmade crafts. The club also 
will raffle a handmade quilt. 

Artists will exhibit next to the 
Woman’s Club building.
Special events

The Oyster Festival Queen 
and Little Miss Spat will be 
crowned at 4 p.m. Friday, 
November 2, on the Rappahan-
nock Avenue stage near Festival 
Village.

Between 85 and 90 fire and 
rescue units, beauty queens and 
dignitaries are expected for Fri-
day’s 7 p.m. Fireman’s Parade.

The Virginia Oyster Shucking 
Contest will be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday behind the firehouse, 
and the general parade begins at 
2 p.m. with a new parade route.

The parade will stage on 
Route 602 near Urbanna Build-
ers’ Supply on the west side of 
town. It will proceed east on 
Virginia Street, left on Cross 
St., left on Marston Ave., left on 
Rappahannock Ave. and right 
on Bonner St. and left on Grace 
St. and back to the beginning.
Street closings, parking

Under the Oyster Festival 
plan, the town will be closed to 
motor vehicle traffic on Satur-
day from about 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Vehicles may be let out of town 
as is possible. 

Also, packages, coolers and 
backpacks may be inspected to 
ensure public safety.

The town streets also may 

be closed to motor vehicles on 
Friday as pedestrian conditions 
dictate.

Official Oyster Festival park-
ing on the west side of town on 
Virginia Street extended (Route 
602) will cost $5 on Friday and 
$10 on Saturday. 

The handicapped parking 
area is at the corner of Virginia 
Street and Red Hill Drive. The 
area will be operated by the 
Central Middlesex Volunteer 
Rescue Squad and sponsored by 
BB&T. Follow the signs.

On the east side (Rosegill) of 
town (Route 227), private prop-
erty owners will charge $10 on 
Friday and $20 on Saturday. 

The 50th anniversary edition of the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival will be held November 2 and 3

Friday, November 2
≠ Exxon Stage
9 a.m  to  1 p.m.
Pastel Black, classic rock 
1 p.m. to  5 p.m.
Adrian Duke, jazz/rock
≠ Urbanna Auto/Marine 
Stage
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wayne T. Holt, bluegrass 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Gatorhead, southern rock
≠ Waterfront Stage
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The Northern Neck Chantey 
Singers, watermen songs 
2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The Eastport Oyster Boys, 
Americana/water music
≠ Old Tobacco Warehouse 
Stage
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Keith Anderson, jazz saxaphone  
≠ Festival Field Stage
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Modern Method, jazz rock  
1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Kasbek, alternative rock
≠ Firemen’s Field Stage
8 p.m. to midnight
Sweet Justice, classic rock   

Saturday, November 3
≠ Exxon Stage
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Chris Adams Band, adult con-
temporary

3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
King Edward & the BD’s Band, 
beach
≠ Urbanna Auto/Marine 
Stage
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Flatland Bluegrass Band, 
bluegrass  
3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Butterbean Jazz Band, jazz
≠ Waterfront Stage
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Jumbo Lump Daddy & the 
Backfin Boys, Americana/vari-
ety
2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The Ray Pittman Project, 
rock/soul
≠ Festival Village Main Stage
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Marna & Macy, country/variety
4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Hi Tied, acoustic rock/country 
≠ Old Tobacco Warehouse 
Stage
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Keith Anderson, jazz saxaphone 
≠ Festival Field Stage
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Premiere, variety/top 40/rock  
3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Swingin’ Johnsons, honky-tonk/
country
≠ Firemen’s Field Stage
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Sweet Justice, classic rock 

≠ Festival Music ≠

THE RECORD ONLINE
www.rrecord.com
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■ Jazz concert
Concerts By The Bay will 

present jazz pianist and vocal-
ist Michael Kaeshammer at 3 
p.m. Sunday, November 4, in 
the Harry M. Ward Audito-
rium at Mathews High School 
at 9889 Buckley Hall Road in 
Mathews.

Season tickets for the four 
remaining concerts in the 2007-
08 series are available by mail 
and at the door, starting at $50 
($12.50 per concert). Tickets 
for a single concert are $25 at 
the door. Youth admitted free.

■ Mission yard sale
A yard and bake sale will 

begin at 8 a.m. in the parking lot 
of Kilmarnock United Method-
ist Church Saturday, November 
3. There will be holiday trea-
sures, furniture, kitchen sup-
plies and many great items.

Proceeds benefit the Agape 
Center in Horntown. Call 
Sherry Ketner at 435-6356 
(nights) or 435-1122 (days).

■ Fruit orders
The Kilmarnock Seventh-

Day Adventist Church will con-
duct its annual citrus fruit sale 
November 2007 through March 
2008. Orders for November 
should be called in by Novem-
ber 5 to 435-1252, 580-5376, 
or 435-2048. Orders are to be 
picked up November 15. Dried 
fruit and nuts also will be avail-
able.

■ Brunswick stew
Members of Heathsville 

United Methodist Church 
will gather in the church yard 
November 3 to make Bruns-
wick stew for sale to the public. 
This is an annual event for the 
congregation to benefit the 
building fund of the church. 
The price will be $7 per quart. 
The stew should be ready for 
sale around 11 a.m.

In conjunction with the 
Brunswick stew sale, a bake 
and yard sale will be held 
beginning at 8 a.m.

■ Bay Tones show
The Northern Neck Bay 

Tones barbershop chorus will 
present its third annual show, 
“Barbershop Goes Broadway,” 
at 7:30 p.m. November 10 at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock. Tickets 
are available from any member 
of the Bay Tones; at Foxy or the 
Bank of Lancaster in Kilmar-
nock; or the Northern Neck 
State Bank in Burgess.

Award-winning quartets, 
Moonglow and New Release, 
will participate. The concert 
will be dedicated to Bay Tones 
charter member Mitch Brad-
ley.

■ Order bisque
The Middlesex County Wom-

an’s Club in Urbanna is accept-
ing advance orders for quarts 
of crab bisque. The bisque will 
be made and frozen in advance 
of the Oyster Festival.The price 
for a quart of bisque is $14. To 
place an order, call Jean at 758-
8417, or e-mailrjkos!@verizon.
net. 

■ Recognition reception
The Northumberland County 

Red Cross will hold a Volunteer 
Recognition Reception Novem-
ber 18 from 2:30 to 4 p.m. at 
Fairfields Baptist Church Fel-
lowship Hall in Burgess to 
honor all volunteers. Refresh-
ments will be served 

■ Gallery walk
The Virginia Historical Soci-

ety at 428 North Boulevard in 
Richmond will host a gallery 
walk November 7 with Dr. 
William M. S. Rasmussen, co-
curator of the current Lee and 
Grant exhibit. The free walk 
will begin at noon. For direc-
tions, call 358-4901, or visit 
www.vahistorical.org.

■ Dinner club
Dinner At Seven (DAS) will 

meet at Tommy’s in Reedville 
November 16. Area singles 
age 50 and older are invited to 
attend. There are no member-
ship fees to join DAS, just a 
smiling face and a willingness 
to network and participate in 
local events. To attend, call Bob 
at 462-5069.

■ Blood drive
The American Red Cross 

River Counties Chapter will 
hold a blood drive at Kilmar-
nock Baptist Church Novem-
ber 12 from 1 to 7 p.m.

■ Free admission
In honor of Veterans Day, the 

Virginia Historical Society at 
428 N. Boulevard in Richmond 
is offering free admission to 
active and retired United States 
armed forces members Novem-
ber 10 through 12. Family 
members of military personnel 
may also get into the museum 
free of charge.

■ Disaster training
A Red Cross disaster volun-

teer introductory course will 
begin November 10 at 9 a.m. 
at Fairfields United Methodist 
Church in Burgess.

A Fundamentals of Disaster 
Assessment class will be held 
November 13 at the Red Cross 
office at the YMCA in Kilmar-
nock at 9 a.m. Call 580-4933, 
or 435-7669 to sign up.

■ Cow-A-Dung-O
Deeds for a Cow-A-Dung-

O raffle involving live cows 
November 17 on the Lancaster 
High School football field, are 
available for $100 each. Only 
675 will be sold, with a grand 
prize of $10,000 and several 
other prizes to be awarded. 
Proceeds will benefit the 
band’s trip to the Allstate BCS 
National Championship Bowl 
in New Orleans January 7.

Cow-A-Dung-O deeds are 
available from Band Booster 
members and by calling 462-
0697. They also will be sold at  
the Irvington Farmers’ Market 
and home football games. 
Donations are accepted, and 
may be mailed to the LHS 
Band Boosters at P.O. Box 3, 
Lancaster, VA 22503.

■ Shrimp and oysters
A shrimp and oyster roast 

will be held November 17 at 
5:30 p.m. at Newsome’s Res-
taurant in Burgess to benefit 
Scout Troop 200 and the Young 
Women’s Organization.

Tickets are $25 in advance 
and may be purchased at New-
some’s Restaurant, or call 453-
9071.

■ Banner lecture
“Who is Buried In Grant’s 

Tomb?” will be presented by 
Josiah Bunting III at a Banner 
Lecture Series event November 
8 at noon at the Virginia His-
torical Society at 428 N. Bou-
levard in Richmond.

Bunting will describe the 
character of Ulysses S. Grant 
and survey the changes in his 
reputation since his own time. 
For directions and admission 
information, call 358-4901, or 
visit www.vahistorical.org.

■ Yard Sale
Local Girl Scout adult vol-

unteers seek the community’s 
support in a yard sale Novem-
ber 3 in Warsaw to benefit Girl 
Scout Camp Kittamaqund. The 
yard sale will be held at Routes 
3 and 360 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Donated items are needed for 
the sale, as well as help at the 
sale. 

Camp Kittamaqund near Bur-
gess is owned and operated by 
the Girl Scout Commonwealth 
Council of Virginia. To donate 
items, call Heather Newsome 
at 529-5173, or Gail Ramsey at 
580-6405. Monetary donations 
can be mailed to the Camp Kitty 
Fund, c/o Girl Scout Common-
wealth Council of Virginia Inc., 
P.O. Box 548, Mechanicsville, 
Virginia 23111. 

■ Yard/bake sale
On November 10 from 8 a.m. 

to noon, the Bluff Point Com-
munity League annual yard 
and bake sale will be held at 
the Bluff Point School.  Money 
raised will go to the ongoing 
care of the historic school-
house. 

■ Barbershop concert
On November 3, the Rap-

pahannock Concert Associa-
tion (RCA) will welcome the 
Greater Richmond Chorus in 
a barbershop concert at the 
Richmond County Elementary 
School auditorium at 7:30 p.m.

A subscription to all five 
RCA concerts is $60; a student 
subscription is $10. Subscrip-
tions and single-concert tick-
ets will be on sale at the door 
November 3.

■ Nut sale
The Women of Grace nut 

sale offers Hubs 20 oz. cans 
of peanuts, salted or unsalted 
($10) and 40 oz. cans ($15); 
a 20 oz. can of chocolate cov-
ered peanuts ($15); 16 oz. bags 
of shelled pecan halves ($9) 
and chocolate covered pecans 
($16).

Call Charlotte Henry at 435-
7001 to place an order. The 
deadline is November 4. All 
orders will be ready for pickup 
before Thanksgiving.

■ Veterans salute
Lancaster Middle School 

(LMS) sixth-graders will hold 
their annual Veterans Day Cel-
ebration program November 9 
at the LMS Theater. Programs 
will begin at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Both are free and open to the 
public. Light refreshments will 
be served following each per-
formance. 

■ Computer groups
The Northern Neck Com-

puter Users Group will meet  
November 17 at the Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Canterbury 
auditorium at 9:30 a.m.  Dixon 
Foster will present “Avoiding 
ID Theft.”

A beginners group will 
meet from 1l a.m. to noon for 
a session by B.J. McMillan on 
“Managing Internet Favorites 
or Bookmarks.” A genealogy 
group will also meet at 11 a.m.

■ Re-enactment
Explore Life in 1864 at a 

Civil War re-enactment at 
Locust Grove Farm in Walker-
ton. A variety of activities will 
be held November 3 from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and November 4 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admis-
sion is $5 for a one-day pass or 
$8 for a two-day pass. Those 12 
and under are free. Call 744-
6224, or visit PeninsulaArtille
ry@comcast.net, or www.pen-
insulaartillery.bizland.com.

■ Wreaths for sale
The Northern Neck CASA 

(Court Appointed Special 
Advocate) Program recently 
launched its fourth annual 
Christmas wreath sale. The 
Fraser fir wreaths are 22 inches 
in diameter and sell for $23 
each, tax included. They will be 
distributed in the Chesapeake 
Commons Shopping Center 
December 6 from 4 to 6 p.m.; 
December 7 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.; and December 8 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

To place an order, call 462-
0881, or send a check to CASA 
in the amount of $23. Mail 
checks to CASA, P.O. Box 695, 
Lancaster, VA 22503.

■ Flags available
American Legion Adams 

Post 86, Kilmarnock, will dis-
tribute flags to decorate the 
graves of veterans on Veterans 
Day, November 11. Flags will 
be distributed to churches and 
individuals who did not receive 
them for Memorial Day. The 
flags are reusable and will last 
for years if treated with respect. 
Call Fred Ajootian at 435-6305 
for information.

■ At The Playhouse
The Lancaster Players will 

present “The Cooley Girls” by 
Brad Stephens of Irvington at 
The Playhouse in White Stone 
November 8, 9, 10, 15, 16 and 
17 at 8 p.m.; and November 11 
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $20 each and will 
include dessert. For reserva-
tions, call 435-3776.

■ Community support
The Salvation Army is con-

ducting its annual fund drive 
to support a variety of commu-
nity initiatives assisting those 
in need. Outreach includes 
Christmas for some 175 chil-
dren, helping families who 
are burned out of their homes, 
Thanksgiving dinner for six 
families, sending kids to camp 
and utility bill assistance.

To make a donation, con-
tact chairman Dianna Carter at 
438-6322.

■ Pot luck
Bluff Point Community 

League will hold its last 2007 
pot luck dinner meeting Novem-
ber 12. The guest speaker will 
be Santa Claus who will share 
the Christmas Story and lead 
a festive carol sing to start the 
season of cheer.

The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. with a time of social fel-
lowship followed by the meal 
and program at 6:30 p.m.

■ Give blood
The Northumberland County 

Chapter of the American Red 
Cross, will conduct a blood 
drive November 13 from 12:30 
to 6:30 p.m. at St. Stephens 
Church (Anglican) Church in 
Heathsville.

Area Events
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BAY COUNTRY STUDIOS

577 Rappahannock Dr. White Stone • (804) 435-1135
 Tues.-Fri. 10-5,Sat. 10-5
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Supervisor Palin is a dedicated, hardworking “family man” of honesty, 
humility, integrity and fairness who does his best to represent all 
citizens of District Two specifically, and all Citizens of Lancaster County 
as a whole.  Supervisor Palin deals with situations, problems, requests, 
and questions in a very fair and professional manner.  Supervisor 
Palin appreciates the citizens of Lancaster County sharing with him 
their concerns and what they believe the solutions to these concerns 
should be.  This helps Supervisor Palin to make decisions that he truly 
believes are best for Lancaster County.  Supervisor Palinʼs concerns for 
Lancaster County are controlled growth, affordable housing, additional 
jobs that pay good wages, and public access to the water.

On November 6, 2007, Re-Elect Ernest W. Palin, Jr. as your District Two 
representative to the Lancaster County Board of Supervisors.

Authorized by Ernest W. Palin, Jr. for Board of Supervisors
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The Steamboat Era Museum 
and Khakis of Irvington 
recently introduced a limited 
edition necktie featuring a 
whimsical image of the steam-
boat Potomac with the Weems 
Line flag flying proudly from 
the ship’s bow. 

Andy Smith, owner of 
Khakis of Irvington, conceived 
the concept of the  collectible 
men’s necktie featuring the 
Potomac image. Smith funded 
the production of the Vine-
yard Vines Custom Collection 
neckties and is donating all of 
the profits to the Steamboat 
Era Museum.

“We are delighted to have 
the opportunity to add the 
exclusive limited edition neck-
tie to the inventory of high 
quality gifts in the Steamboat 
Era Museum gift shop,” said 
museum executive director 
Terry Thaxton. “We are espe-
cially grateful to Andy Smith 
for his creative way to support 
the museum.” 

“We believe that local busi-
nesses should continue to 
support initiatives that attract 
visitors and the Steamboat Era 
Museum has proven to be an 
extremely valuable asset to 
our village,” said Smith.

Vineyard Vines was founded 

in 1998 by brothers Shep 
and Ian Murray, both in their 
mid-twenties at the time, who 
funded their dream by bor-
rowing $8,000 on credit cards.  
Today it is a $37 million busi-
ness. The Potomac ties are 
only available at Khakis and 
the Steamboat Era Museum 
gift shop.

The Potomac was one of the 

most elegant overnight pack-
ets sailing the Rappahannock 
River and the Chesapeake Bay 
from 1895 to 1936.  In 1936, 
the pilothouse was converted 
to a summer cottage on White 
Stone Beach. The pilothouse of 
the Potomac, one of the largest 
remaining artifacts of the bay 
steamboats, was donated to 
the museum in 2003. 

The cast of “The Cooley 
Girls” brings a diversity of 
experience to The Playhouse 
stage in White Stone.

Some cast members are 
veterans to the Lancaster 
Players while others perform 
for the first time. Some have 
performed in other theaters in 
the area. All bring a variety 
of experience to the stage.

Tess Dumais, who plays 
middle sister Brenda, has 
played in “Sylvia,” “Over 
the River and Through the 
Woods,” and “Mornings at 
Seven” with the Lancaster 
Players. She most recently 
appeared in “Enchanted 
April” with the Westmore-
land Players.

Cast brings diversity of experience
Susan Robertson, playing 

the youngest sister Rose, has 
appeared in “The Nerd” and 
“Mornings at Seven” with 
the Lancaster Players.

Sharon Robertson, playing 
the oldest sister Harriet, is a 
veteran actress of more than 
31 stage productions includ-
ing “Collected Stories” and 
“Blithe Spirit” with the Lan-
caster Players.

Although Kinnet Ehring, 
playing next door neigh-
bor Margaret Bowling, has 
appeared in numerous pro-
ductions in college and other 
community theaters, this is 
her first appearance with the 
Lancaster Players.

Robin Blake, playing 

Ester, Harriet’s daughter, 
has appeared in numerous 
productions, mostly at the 
Center for the Arts as well as 
directing productions.

Miracle Gordon, playing 
Brenda’s husband, Jeffrey, is a 
novice to the stage and to the 
Lancaster Players. In the past, 
he has been involved in sing-
ing and in ballroom dancing.

The Cooley Girls, by Brad 
Stephens and directed by 
John Baumhardt, will be 
performed at The Playhouse 
November 8, 9, 10, 15, 16 and 
17 at 8 p.m. and a matinee on 
November 11 at 2 p.m. Tick-
ets are $20 (includes des-
sert). For reservations, call 
435-3776.

Museum announces limited
edition steamboat necktie

From left are Andy Smith of Khakis of Irvington and Terri 
Thaxton of the Steamboat Era Museum.

The uplifting sage of the 
African Burial Ground began 
on an uncertain note in 1991, 
when the U.S. General Ser-
vices Administration’s con-
struction of a federal office 
building in lower Manhattan 
collided with an unmarked 
Colonial-era cemetery for 
enslaved Africans.

Before they were re-interred 
near their original resting 
place in October 2003, the 
remains and artifacts of more 
than 400 17th- and 18th-cen-
tury Africans told an amazing 
story. Modern scientific test-
ing revealed details about the 
hardships they faced, how they 
lived and died, about the tradi-
tions they brought to America, 
and the significant—and for-
gotten—contributions they 
made to our young nation.

On October 5, I attended a 
ceremony where a memorial 
was unveiled that will forever 
commemorate and communi-
cate the message of the African 
Burial Ground. As I stood at 
the site, taking in the grandeur 
of this monument and watching 
others do the same, it struck me 
that the burial ground is more 
than a place of history. It also 
exemplifies the covenant of 
trust that exists between gov-
ernment and citizen.

That is, while our first 
step was a stumble—no one 
intended to disturb this sacred 
ground back in 1991, after 
all—subsequent actions by 

GSA, the U.S. Interior Depart-
ment, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and many others 
were a deliberate march for-
ward intended to correct the 
historical record. That record 
omitted the role played by 
free and enslaved Africans in 
the building of New York and 
other cities along the East 
Coast. In short, we found truth 
by accident and reported it on 
purpose. This was a delicate 
situation that could easily have 
gone awry. And in truth, there 
were some tense moments.

In the end, however, the 
remains were returned to the 
burial ground in a solemn and 
dignified ceremony. Presidents 
George W. Bush declared the 
site a National Monument. 
And we have now completed 
the memorial designed by 
architect Rodney Leon.

I would like to congratu-
late the many federal, state 

and local agencies, as well as 
many other parties, like the 
Schomburg Center in New 
York and Howard University 
in Washington, D.C., for their 
collaborative and constructive 
work on the project.

The recent ceremony in 
New York City was cause for 
celebration because it rep-
resented the fulfillment of a 
pledge that ensures this piece 
of our history is never again 
swept under by the passage of 
time and events.

We also celebrated an intan-
gible achievement—a willing-
ness to accept responsibility, 
to rethink previous percep-
tions, and to correct the record 
as necessary. In so doing, we 
have also strengthened the 
bond between Americans and 
their government.

(Lurita Doan is administra-
tor of the U.S. General Ser-
vices Administration.)

 Common Sense
   by Lurita Doan

�������

���������������

����������

�������

�������������

��������������������
�����������



Rappahannock Record  •  Kilmarnock, VA   •  November 1, 2007  •  A13

Buying Pow er 101 #6 IN A SERIES   NOV 2007

Get Inspired

You want a good 

price. Respect. 

And advice you 

can trust. Where 

in the world can 

you fi nd big box 

buying power and 

boutique service? 

At an independent 

showroom that 

belongs to Flooring 

America. Flooring America is one of the nation’s 

largest buying cooperatives. They negotiate 

directly with manufacturers worldwide so that 

member showrooms like Nunnally’s Floors and 

Decorating can offer you great values on a huge 

selection of fl ooring, carpet and area rugs—all 

guaranteed for the life of the product that you 

choose. At local, family-owned Flooring America 

showrooms like Nunnally’s, you’ll fi nd genial, 

highly trained staff who are with you every step 

of the way, from selection to installation to your 

complete satisfaction. They listen carefully to 

what you want and help you fi nd it, taking care 

to ensure that your choice is compatible with 

your budget, your taste and your interior space. 

If you prefer to browse on your own, the Flooring 

America Five Star Selection Systems makes it 

easy to compare products and narrow down your 

choices. Because at Flooring America showrooms 

like Nunnally’s Floors and Decorating they know 

who’s got the ultimate buying power—you.

Cheryl, Regis, Cindy, Dianne and Kem 
are with you every step of the way.

                          “I went to a big box home center 

to buy hardwood fl ooring to replace my living room carpet, 

thinking I’d save a lot of money. The place was so cold and unwelcoming. 

I couldn’t fi nd anyone to help me. And I thought, what am I doing here?”

07-NUN-274.Nov-BuyingPower-10-9.1   1 10/9/07   4:06:50 PM
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Visitors to the new Kilmar-
nock Wal-Mart Thursday, 
November 1, and Sunday, 
November 4, should watch their 
step. A ten-foot cow, with its 
Lancaster Band Booster han-
dlers, will greet customers at 
the entrance from 1 to 11 p.m. 
on both days giving out official  
“Cow-A-Dung-O!” chains.

The super-sized cow will also 
be hoofing it with the march-
ing Red Devils at the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival Parade on Sat-
urday, November 3, with more 
key chains.

These “Mini Moos” burst 
out at both ends when squeezed 
and one of them will win its 
owner $100. Holders of the key 
chains, which have been dis-
tributed at events throughout 
the fall, can register them at 
the “Cow-A-Dung-O!” Festival 
at the Lancaster High School 
football field November 17 for 
a chance at a raffle prize. All 
key chains must be registered 
between 10 and 11:30 a.m. The 
drawing will be held at 11:45 
a.m. and the winner must be 
present to claim the prize.

Chances at the grand prize 
of $10,000 will also be sold at 
the Wal-Mart events and at the 
Irvington Market on Saturday, 
November 3. Chances are in 
the form of “deeds” to 5’X5’ 
plots of the Lancaster High 
school football field. At noon 
at the  “Cow-A-Dung-O!” Fes-
tival, four cows will be released 
onto the field from randomly 
selected points. The first plot to 
receive a deposit of dung will 

win the deed holder $10,000. 
Second through fifth prizes are 
$5,000, $1,250, $750 and $500. 
Deeds are $100 apiece and may 
be purchased by individuals or 
groups. Specific plots can be 
selected from the grid at these 
events.

Deeds also may be purchased 
at Hair Design Studios and 
Twice Told Tales in Kilmar-
nock, at Connemara in White 
Stone, and at The Oaks Res-
taurant in Lively. They also are 
available from Maria Ferrand 

at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury, from individual 
band boosters, and by calling 
the Lancaster High School 
band room at 462-0697.

Prizes are guaranteed for 
deed sales of 350 or more. If 
fewer deeds are sold, prizes 
will be awarded at amounts that 
total half of the gross sales.

Proceeds will be used for the 
Marching Red Devils Band’s 
January 2008 trip to the BCS 
National Football Champion-
ship Game in New Orleans.

Once a Marine, always a 
Marine. Those in the area 
who have served in the Corps 
and with the Corps will 
gather at the Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club on 
the eve of the Corps’ 232nd 
birthday, November 9.

Those in attendance will 
have served in virtually 
every battle of the United 
States from World War II to 
the present. All ranks, both 
officer and enlisted, and 
their spouse or guest will 

be in attendance. Those who 
attend, in the grand Marine 
Corps tradition, have been 
asked to bring a “toy for tot” 
to be distributed to Northum-
berland and Lancaster social 
service providers.

Marines or those who have 
served with the Marines, such 
as a corpsman or as a com-
mander, contact either Cam-
eron Blandford (462-0651) 
or Don Smith (435-0693) on 
or before November 6.

The party will start at 5:30 

Raffle key chains available

Holders of an official “Cow-A-Dung-O!” key chain, like this 
one shown by Lancaster Band Booster Lisa Pittman, are eli-
gible for a $100 raffle prize.

p.m. It will feature read-
ings of the traditional birth-
day messages from the 13th 
Commandant of the Marine 
Corps, General John A. 
Lejeune and that of the pres-
ent Commandant, General 
James T. Conway.

The featured speaker for 
the evening will be Lieuten-
ant Colonel Eric F. Buer, 
USMC, currently Chief, Joint 
Doctrine Branch, J-7, Joint 
Staff. Among other decora-
tions, Lieutenant Colonel 
Buer wears a Distinguished 
Flying Cross with combat V 
earned for service in Iraq.

A color guard comprised of 
active-duty Marines to include 
SSgt (sel)  Jeremy Dennis, 
son of  Raymond and Heather 
Dennis of Lancaster, will par-
ticipate in the pageantry.

Marines plan celebration

Sanford Memorial dedicated
Eagle Scout Andrew Wilkins is joined by his family, Capt. 
Chuck Wilkins, sister Amanda Wilkins and mother Tammy 
Wilkins, at the October 7 dedication ceremony for his com-
pleted memorial to fallen Northumberland Sheriff’s Deputy 
John Sanford. The memorial stands next to the sheriff’s office 
in Heathsville. Sanford’s family as well as his former fire 
department volunteers and a large number of Boy Scouts 
attended the ceremony. 
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Email your  NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com
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Ad Sponsored by Animals First
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Miniature horse visits
Lancashire residents enjoyed a recent visit by Monaskon Farms mascot “Lil Bit.” Owners 
Charla and Eddie Tyers walked him through the halls and into the courtyard where the 
residents were waiting with carrots to feed him. From left are Jeanette Angevine, Classie 
Edwards, Eva Bryant, Charla Tyers, Anne McDermott and Nina Mae Dawson.
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by Charlotte Henry
It would be a rational 

expectation that when the 
four-year Civil War ended, the 
Court House villaage would 
slowly begin to recover from 
the terrible losses it endured 
throughout that era.

President Abraham Lincoln 
didn’t live to effect the amica-
ble restoration he envisaged 
for the nation. His succes-
sor, Andrew Johnson, totally 
supported the fallen leader’s 
objective and within a month 
after taking office, readmit-
ted four states, including Vir-
ginia, to the fractured Union.

A vindictive Congress 
vetoed the president’s edict, 
amended the Constitution and 
placed the secessionist states 
under military rule, barring 
anyone who had served in 
the Confederate States of 
America forces from holding 
a government office. 

The prohibition included 
the county courts and those 
familiar Lancaster County 
officials who just a few years 
earlier had so enthusiasti-
cally foreseen a bright future 
for the county when they 
planned the new courthouse, 
were replaced by strangers.

Perhaps, if the war years 
were at all tolerable for the 
people of the south, it was 
because their sacrifices were 
for a cause in which they 
firmly believed. This new 
order was demeaning and 
demoralizing, testing the 
very fiber of their beings. An 
affront to dignity, it added 
insult to injury. 

Warner Eubank may have 
represented the one tenu-
ous hold still evident in the 
county hierarchy. Not having 

served in the armed forces, 
he was appointed Deputy 
Clerk, most likely an expedi-
ent move on the part of the 
military officers due to his 
experience in the county’s 
affairs.

It was a demotion for 
Eubank, but little remains of 
the records of that period of 
time. In January 1870, when 
Virginia was readmitted to 
the Union, embittered county 
officers, now returned to 
their rightful positions, voted 
to expunge many of the pro-
ceedings of the  “usurpers” 
during the era of Reconstruc-
tion. 

Eubank continued to serve 
as County Clerk, but one 
more dreadful personal trag-
edy lay ahead. In 1881, two 
months before his graduation 
from the University of Rich-
mond, Warner’s only son, 
John Sharpe Eubank, died of 
typhoid fever. This dedicated 
public servant continued as 
clerk until his death in 1884.

In 1886, Emma Eubank 
sold the “Lancaster House” 
and 63 acres to W. Fillmore 
Thomas. A new enterprise 
was about to begin. Thomas 
and his wife, Edna, added a 
substantial two-story wing to 
the back of the house and it 
became a hotel and boarding 
house. 

The name “Lancaster 
House,” now a proverbial 
description, was first used 
by these owners. We have 
learned little about the per-
sonal lives of W.F. and Edna 
Whittaker Thomas. They had 
two children, Gladys who 
later married Clyde Atkins, 
and a young son, Millard.

Two advertisements 

NOTES
from the

Mary Ball Washington Museum
and Library in Lancaster

appearing in the Virginia Cit-
izen offer a glimpse of life at 
the hotel. Dated November 
27, 1891, we find “Brown’s 
Hotel at Lancaster C.H., VA 
having recently rented and 
moved into the hotel for-
merly occupied by Mrs. S.E. 
Thomas, I am now prepared 
to accommodate the general 
public. I desire to announce 
my intention of giving them a 
first class hotel....Horses and 
buggies will be kept always at 
hand to meet and convey par-
ties to all parts of the Neck. 
Stop at the house where you 
can get beefsteak for break-
fast. Wm. H. Brown, Sr.”

Less than a year later, 
another advertisement 
appeared in the Citizen: 
“August 19, 1892. Mrs. S.E. 
Thomas, Proprietor. I am still 
conducting the hotel business 
at Lancaster Court House and 
respectfully solicit a continu-
ation of the liberal patronage 
which has been meted out to 
me by an indulgent public. 
Sufficient stable room, 86 
new stalls having recently 
been added.”

Whatever transpired at that 
time would be an interesting 
story. The scenario is left to 
our imaginations. W. Fill-
more Thomas, an enigma to 
the historian, died ca. 1919-
1920. He was buried on his 
property between the Lan-
caster House and present 
Woman’s Club building.

Remarried by 1923, Edna 
Thomas Woodell sold the 
house and 39 acres to James 
L. and Vernon Parks Corn-
well. The final story of the 
Lancaster House as a private 
home would, at last, have a 
happy ending.

Private gardens in the 
Northern Neck will be open 
to the public May 16 and 17 
for the eighth annual Just 
Gardens tour.

The tour will benefit The 
Haven Shelter and Services. 
Five gardens in Northum-
berland will be open for the 
fund-raiser that attracts some 
600 visitors each year.

Proceeds from past tours 
were earmarked for a new 
shelter which was completed 
this year. The new 36-bed 
facility now needs furnish-
ing.

“We’ll continue to sup-
port The Haven with future 
proceeds,” said C.J. Carter, 
a tour organizer. “The Bank 
of Lancaster and Chesapeake 
Bank have also been faith-
ful supporters of this project. 
They basically fund our bro-
chure and printing costs for 
tickets, posters and more. It 
is wonderful how generous 
these banks have been. We 
are greatly appreciative of all 
their help,” Carter said.

The Haven provides ser-
vices to victims and their 
families of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault who 
live in the Northern Neck 
and Essex County. The shel-
ter has been the beneficiary 

of over $65,000 in tour funds 
to date.

Five gardens in villages 
or skirting the Coan and 
Potomac Rivers will open 
for the tour. Colonial style, 
informal, vegetables gardens, 
and gardens with challenging 
landscapes will be featured.

“We like to think this 

tour offers a garden to suit 
everyone’s taste,” said Anne 
Olson. Master gardeners will 
be present to answer garden-
ing questions, identify plants 
and guide visitors.

Information on participat-
ing gardens, ticket costs and 
retailers will appear in future 
articles.

Just Gardens planning commences

The
Record
Online

www.rrecord.com
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Drug Arrest Statistics Of The 
Northern Neck Counties Taken From The 

Virginia State Police Uniform Crime Report
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In an October 11 article about 
the Lancaster school board 
requesting its former superin-
tendent to return $52,000 of 
his terminal payout, statements 
by Lloyd Hill in which he had 
questioned why the board of 
supervisors thought the payout 
was improper were incorrectly 
reported. 

An article in last week’s 
paper regarding Sheila Mil-
lette’s request to allow day care 
centers as a conditional use 
in business zones incorrectly 
identified Millette as the owner 
of Lil’ Roos daycare center. 
Millette is a property owner in 
the Burgess area and Lil’ Roos 
has inquired with the zoning 
department about building a 
facility on Millette’s property 
near the dentist office. The 
zoning ordinance change is 
one of many steps that would 
need to occur before Lil’ Roos 
could relocate to that property, 
zoning administrator W.H. 
Shirley noted. Currently there 
is no building at that location. 

primary school parking lot 
situation needs to be corrected, 
supervisor Wally Beauchamp 
raised a different concern for 
the future.

“Are we going to be looking 
at a half-million dollar to one-
million dollar repair bill every 
year?” he asked. 

The board decided that Jen-
kins and Russell would meet 
with two representatives of 
the school board to discuss the 
issue.  

Jenkins stressed that no deci-
sions would be made at the 
meeting, but recommendations 
would be formulated to take 
back to both boards.
Water access

In other business, the board 
voted 5-0 to lease a three-
acre parcel at Ashley Cove on 
Dymer Creek for public access 
to the water.

Supervisor Ernest Palin Jr. 
expressed appreciation for the 
efforts of Ocran resident Fred 
Ajootian in helping the county 
acquire the property.

According to board chair-
man Pete Geilich, Ajootian ini-
tially found the parcel off Bald 
Eagle Road and recommended 
it to the supervisors.

A 25-year lease costing the 
county $10 per year has been 
negotiated with the lessors, 
B.H.B. Hubbard III and Lloyd 
B. Hubbard Jr., trustees of the 
Lloyd B. Hubbard Sr. Trust and 
Mary D. Hubbard Trust.

Geilich thanked the Hubbard 
family for what Palin described 
as “an excellent site” for a fish-
ing pier, public beach, rest-
rooms and picnic area.

The county is working on 
acquiring several other par-
cels which would offer public 
access to the creeks and rivers, 
noted Geilich.

“I hope it’s the first of many,” 
he added.
Planning director

Farmer and planning com-
mission member Don Gill has 
been hired as the county plan-
ning director and will assume 
his duties November 1.

According to county admin-
istrator Bill Pennell, Gill has 
been a farmer all his life and is 
concerned about growth. Last 
year he chaired a committee of 
farmers that drafted a plan for 
farmland preservation at the 
request of the county planning 
commission.

“I’m very pleased about it and 
the people in the county should 
be pleased,” former planning 
director Jack Larson said con-
cerning his replacement.

Palin recommended Glendon 
Pinn Jr. to fill Gill’s vacancy on 
the planning commission.

new year is added to the plan 
on an annual basis, meaning 
that even if the bridge made 
the cut, it would not begin to 
receive funds until fiscal year 
2014. 

Replacement of the bridge is 
estimated to cost $200 million by 
today’s standards. However, Ogle 
said the price would continue 
to escalate until a replacement 
could be built. As an example, 
he noted the new bridge in West 
Point, originally estimated at $40 
million, ended up costing $130 
million by completion.

While Route 3 and the bridge 
fall within the Fredericksburg 
District’s primary system, the 
regional VDOT district’s annual 
budget for primary roads is just 
$22 million. Ogle said it would 
take many years to allocate 
enough funds for replacement.

Kilmarnock town councilman 
Les Spivey asked if VDOT had 
done a cost analysis of mainte-
nance of the old bridge versus 
building a replacement.

“We are doing a study now,” 
Ogle replied.

State bridge engineer Ken 
Wallus, P.E., assured the assem-
bly that with replacement of the 
pins, the bridge will be safe. 
He expected the bridge to be 

Drive by ‘shoting’
Nurse Diane Hinson administers a flu shot during last Saturday’s clinic at the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Rescue Squad building. Some 215 shots were dispensed in two-and-a-half hours 
by members of the Three Rivers Health District, along with volunteers from the Peninsula 
Medical Reserve Corps. Motorists were asked not to get out of the their vehicles, but just 
roll up a sleeve and fill out a form. The drive-thru concept was held as a mass immunization 
exercise to prepare for a pandemic influenza scenario. (Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi)

Corrections

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Caucus will hold an 
assembled caucus at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, November 8, at 41 
Claybrook Avenue in Kilmar-
nock.

The purpose of this caucus 
is to elect four delegates and 
two alternates to the First Con-
gressional District Convention 
November 10 in Williamsburg. 
The convention will elect the 
Democratic nominee for the 
special election December 11 
for the First Congressional 
District seat in the U.S. House 
of  Representatives.

Any person wishing to seek 
election as a delegate or alter-
nate must file with Donna 
Thompson, Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee chair, 
P.O. Box 318 no later than 5 
p.m. Wednesday, November 
7. A filing form may be down-
loaded at www.lancovadems.
org, or may be obtained from 
Thompson at 436-0605, or 
Marilyn McGlamary at 436-
0516.

A voluntary administrative 
filing fee of $25 (which may 
be waived) will be charged for 
filing to be a delegate. Checks 
should be made payable to the 

Lancaster County Democratic 
Committee and accompany the 
filing form.

There is no charge for those 
wishing to attend and vote 
at the caucus. Doors to the 
caucus will open at 6 p.m. for 
check-in. Any person attend-
ing the caucus shall sign a 
standard Caucus Participation 
Form  stating that he or she is 
a Democrat, does not intend 
to support any candidate who 
is opposed to a Democratic 
nominee in the ensuing gen-
eral election, believes in the 
principles of the Democratic 
Party, and is a registered voter 
in Lancaster County.

These forms must be filled 
out before  participating in the 
caucus. At 7 p.m., the doors to 
the caucus will be closed and 
no person may participate in 
the caucus with the exception 
of those persons in line. If only 
one person files for each of the 
delegate and alternate posi-
tions, the caucus will be can-
celed. In this event, the chair 
will announce the cancellation, 
proclaim the individuals prop-
erly filed as the duly nominated 
delegates and alternates, and 
so advise those individuals.

(Reprint from the November 
1, 1907, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Jamestown
Exposition Notes

In a cordial letter to Gov-
ernor Swanson, Governor of 
New York says this among 
other things: “Your delightful 
hospitality and the cordial wel-
come which Virginia extended 
to New York will  never be for-
gotten. Hoping that I may have 
the pleasure of greeting you in 
New York in the near future, 
I remain, with high regards,” 
etc.

The N.Y. American’s first 
page Sunday had a brilliant 
picture of the illumination at 
the Exposition. The article 
accompanying it says the 
Exposition is one of the grand-
est shows this earth has seen. It 
costs $250 an hour to light the 
Exposition. Assistant Director 
General Dixon, the man who 
planned all the brilliant illu-
mination, has the economy of 
lighting down to a pin-point. 
When the crowds begin to thin 

Democrats to hold caucus

Yesteryear in Lancaster

out he cuts off the outlying 
buildings and by still keeping 
the central picture in brilliant 
outline satisfies the visitors.

“It is really distressing to 
think that the attendance at 
the Jamestown Exposition is 
not what it ought to be by any 
means when you consider the 
greatness and beauty of the 
show,” said a Richmond man 
at the Jefferson. “Thousands 
would swarm there from 
all directions if they had 
any conception of what is 
offered. The electric display 
at night is the most magnifi-
cent spectacle of the kind 
I have ever seen, and I was 
among those at Buffalo and 
the others. To go in the gates 
and find those big structures 
filled with great exhibits of 
every character and to think 
that the people of this coun-
try have not gone there to see 
for themselves is to my mind 
pathetic.”

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

(continued from page A1)

(continued from page A1)

▼ Norrris Bridge . . . .

▼ Supervisors . . . .

reopened to regular weight 
limits and that no overweight 
permits would be issued.

In an effort to find answers 
to the Minnesota bridge col-
lapse last summer, Ogle said 
federal authorities will be test-
ing load and strain gauges on an 
abandoned steel truss bridge on 
Route 100 in the Bristol district. 
The design is similar to that 
of the Norris and Minnesota 
bridges. Engineers hope the 
testing will determine pressure 
points and weaknesses in the 
design.  

A day before the Minnesota 
bridge collapse, Del. Rob Wit-
tman met with local officials 
and citizens to discuss putting a 
sub-regional study of Lancaster 
County roads and the bridge on 
the six-year plan. 

In a follow-up call, Ogle said 
VDOT answered that request by 
funding the study outside the 
plan. He expects the study to be 
under way soon.

“What may come out of it is 
a determination that the bridge 
should be replaced,” he said. 
But he added that the bridge 
may have many more years left 
on it. If that is the case, he said 
“…the whole process could 
take as long as 30 years.” 
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George “Sonny” 
Thomas

���
�����������������������

Jayne P. “Lindy” 
Grigsby
���

���������
The Lancaster Republican Party

Endorses the following Independents

Ronald D. Crockett
�������

Diane Mumford
����������������������
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VOTE
Tuesday

November 6, 2007
for

RICHARD STUART

ROBERT J. WITTMAN
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Candidates for Office
State Senate
District 28: 
Democrat Albert C. Pollard Jr. of Mollusk 
Republican Richard H. Stuart of Montross 

House of Delegates
District 99: 
Republican Robert J. Wittman of Montross

Clerk of Circuit Court
Lancaster County: 
Independent Susan M. Marsh of Heathsville
Independent Diane H. Mumford of Lancaster
Northumberland County:
Democrat Linda L. Booth of Reedville

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Lancaster County:
Independent C. Jeffers “Jeff ” Schmidt Jr. of 
Irvington
Northumberland County:
Independent R. Michael McKenney of Callao

Sheriff 
Lancaster County:
Independent Ronald D. Crockett of Irvington
Independent Walter E. Harcum of Lancaster
Northumberland County:
Independent Charles A. “Chuck” Wilkins 

Commissioner of the Revenue
Lancaster County:
Republican George E. “Sonny” Thomas Jr. of 
Kilmarnock
Northumberland County:
Democrat Todd E. Thomas of Heathsville

Treasurer
Lancaster County:
Republican Jayne P. “Lindy” Grigsby of Merry 
Point
Independent Bonnie J. D. Haynie of Lancaster
Northumberland County:
Democrat Ellen Booker Kirby of Heathsville

Soil and Water Director
Lancaster County:

Independent E. Derwin Booker Jr. of White 
Stone
Northumberland County:
Independent Robert G. Vanlandingham of 
Callao

Lancaster Board of Supervisors
District 2: 
Independent Charles J. “Charlie” Costello of 
Merry Point
Independent Ernest W. Palin Jr. of Lancaster 
District 3: 
Independent Peter N. “Pete” Geilich of White 
Stone
District 4: 
Independent Jack S. Russell of Weems

Northumberland Board of Supervisors
District 1:
Republican A. Joseph “Joe” Self Sr. of Lotts-
burg
District 4: 
Democrat Pamela C. Russell of Wicomico 
Church
Republican Thomas H. “Tommy” Tomlin of 
Heathsville
District 5:
Independent Ronald L. “Ronnie” Jett of Reed-
ville
Democrat Richard P. Saxer of Reedville

Lancaster School Board
District 2:
Independent Richard G. Cutler of Lancaster
Independent Ella L. Davis of Kilmarnock 
District 3: 
Independent Donald M. McCann III of White 
Stone
District 4: 
Independent Patrick McCranie of Weems

Northumberland School Board
District 1: 
Independent Susan D. Smith of Lottsburg 
District 4: 
Independent Mark D. Gates of Burgess
Independent Lee G. Scripture Jr. of Heathsville
District 5:
Independent Tamara C. Hall of Burgess

Legend remains unsolved
People looking for a good scare found it at Belle Isle State Park’s Haunted Evening celebra-
tion. The Grim Reaper led  groups of ghost-enthusiasts through a dark, haunted trail of 
spooky sounds,  dark characters and skeletons “unearthed” for one night of  imagination 
and fun. No one saw the park’s oyster-eating “Big Foot” like creature. Popcorn and movies 
were available for all ages. (Photo by Audrey Thomasson)

▼ Election Day is Tuesday . . . . (continued from page A1)




