
by Reid Pierce Armstrong

The simultaneous chattering of 16 five-year-olds dims 
as we approach the woods behind Northumberland 
Elementary School.

For roughly half the children in Amy Saville’s kindergarten 
class, this will be their first foray into the forest. 

It seems odd in a place where there is one person for every 
ten acres, some 60 percent of which is forested, that so many 
children have never set foot in the woods. 

“Will there be snakes?” 
Elizabeth Reamy asks me, as 
if the stranger among them 
might be more truthful than the 
teacher, who just told the class 
they wouldn’t see any snakes. 

“I don’t like the woods,” 
Chloey O’Bier announces, 
slowing her steps.

Nariah Bowers has grabbed 
the teacher’s hand and is shak-
ing like a leaf. 

The forest has long held 
mystery. It is the place, after 
all, where Hansel and Gretel 
lost their way and where Little 
Red Riding Hood encountered 
the Big Bad Wolf. 

It’s not surprising, then, that 
these children should see the 
dark tunnel of branches and 
leaves ahead as foreboding. 
This image is not aided by the 
spider web that dangles across 
our path. 

Physical Education teacher 
Nancy Burgess takes the lead 
with a long stick she uses to 
fend off the webs. She points 
to natural wonders, like the 
dried up mushrooms just off 

the trail as we round the first bend, or the leaves beginning to 
take on their fall color. 

Some of the boys are clearly more excited. Andrew Jenkins 
has dressed from head-to-toe in camouflage for the occasion 
and is leading the class just behind the teacher.

Patrick Lewis keeps repeating, “This is awesome!” as he 
stumbles over roots and sticks in his excitement. 

We pass a giant old ash tree, and Ms. Burgess stops in 

Thursday, October 25, 2007       •        Kilmarnock, Virginia        •        Ninety-first Year        •         Number 4      •       Three  Sections      •       50¢

HaLLowEEN acTIvITES
sTrETcH sEvEraL daYs
In addition to trick or treat activities on Halloween 

night, several community Halloween parties have been 
planned. Included here are several that were submitted 

to the Rappahannock Record for publication.
Friday, October 26

A Haunted Evening is planned at Belle Isle State Park 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Activities will include a haunted trail, 
hayride, old horror flicks at the amphitheater, and treats, 
Guests report to the main office. The fee is $5. Reserva-
tions required. Call 462-5030. Sponsored by The Friends of 
Belle Isle State Park.

A Halloween Spooktoberfest will be held from 7 to 
9 p.m. at Northumberland Elementary School. Activities 
will include a costume contest, dancing, mummy wrapping 
contest, clowns, magic show, arts, crafts, and trick or treat-
ing. Sponsored by the Northumberland Family YMCA and 
Northumberland Public Library.
Saturday, October 27

A Haunted Evening is planned at Belle Isle State Park 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Activities will include a haunted trail, 
hayride, old horror flicks at the amphitheater, and treats, 
Guests report to the main office. The fee is $5. Reserva-
tions required. Call 462-5030. Sponsored by The Friends of 
Belle Isle State Park.

Haunted Tales will be offered by the Westmoreland 
County Museum. The program will feature ghosts, goblins 
and other mythical (and real) creatures that roam the earth 
in Westmoreland County looking for their escape to the 
never-world. The event will begin at 6 p.m. and end at 8 
p.m. Bring flashlights, chairs.

A Haunting Event will be held at Stratford Hall from 6 
to 8 p.m. There will be a costume contest, eerie ghost walk, 
pumpkin painting, crafts and games and refreshments. 
Register for  a copy of The Ghosts of Virginia, Volume 1, 
from the Plantation Gift Shop. Fees are adults and children 
12 years and older, $5; children 6 to 11 years, $3; under 5, 
free.

A Halloween Party will be held at Mary Ball Washing-
ton Museum will host its annual kids Halloween Party at 
dusk. The Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck will 
help with this year’s party on the museum grounds.

Reedville’s Safe Halloween Celebration will be held 
from 7 to 9 p.m. The event will begin at 7 p.m. with a 
costume parade from the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum to 
Bethany United Methodist Church for refreshments, games, 
bobbing for apples, a musical monster mash, haunted 
boat house tours and hay rides to a graveyard. The annual 
event is sponsored by the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, 
Bethany United Methodist Church and Fairfield’s Baptist 
Church. 

A Halloween Dance will be held from 8 p.m. to mid-
night at the Kilmarnock Firehouse. A costume contest will 
be held at 10 p.m. $10. Must be age 21. Proceeds support 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department.
Sunday, October 28

Trunk Or Treat will be celebrated at New Friendship 
Baptist Church from 6:30 to 8 p.m. for children ages 1 to 
13. Activities will include a puppet show, fall crafts, games 
and trick or treating in a supervised area. Costumes are 
welcome, but scary or gory costumes are discouraged. All 
children must be registered to participate. Register at the 
event, or call 580-2127. 
Wednesday, October 31
Halloween

The Halloween Costume Contest in Irvington will 
be held at the Irvington Commons. Judging will begin 
at 6 p.m. Arrive earlier for registration and a parade. The 
Irvington Chamber of Commerce and Village Improvement 
Association sponsor the event.

Kilmarnock Kandy for Kids, sponsored by the Kilmar-
nock Chamber of Commerce, will be held among partici-
pating merchants in downtown Kilmarnock from 4 to 6 p., 
followed by games, pumpkin painting contest judging, a 
comedy/juggling show, a costume contest at Northern Neck 
Soultions and the movie, “Monster House.”

Trick Or Treat At The Lancaster Community Library 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Adults and kids can show off their cos-
tumes for treats and a special coupon. 

by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—There is 

no drought when it comes to 
criticism about the town’s water 
and sewer rates. At Monday 
night’s town council meet-
ing, members were hit with 
complaints about the lower 
minimum usage rate of 4,000 
gallons of water, a loss of 2,000 
gallons from the old rate of 16 
months ago.

Councilman Paul Jones said 
he plans to take citizens’ com-
ments under consideration at 
the next water/sewer commit-
tee meeting at 7:30 a.m. on 
November 7.

Former councilman Robert 
Wille was steamed about the 
increase, claiming his utility 
bill tripled as a result.

“Why does the town hire an 
outside firm to come in and 
decide what to do with our 
water?” Wille said, referring 
to the Williamsburg consulting 
firm of Draper Aden Associ-
ates.

Fanny Clingan said she was 
a widow who could not afford 
the increase. She asked council 
to “….give us the 2,000 gallons 
back.”

Hills Quarters developer 
David Donafrio complained 
about the way the increases 
were implemented, saying out-
of-town users were paying one-
and-a-half times the rates of 
in-town customers. 

“Can we get the 2,000 gal-
lons back?” he asked.

According to the Draper Aden 
Associates research, 53 percent 
of customers were below the 
old 6,000 gallon minimum. 
About 16 percent of those cus-
tomers fell between the old and 
new minimum levels and were 
the hardest hit by the increases, 
resulting in increases of up to 
300 percent. 

The consultants maintain the 
bulk of the increase is related 
to the sewer rates which were 
significantly increased to cover 
upgrades and maintenance to 
the system. However, the rates 
are bound together since sewer 
charges are calculated on water 
usage.

“All I can tell you is that the 
state mandated that water and 
sewer had to pay for itself,” 
said Mayor Curtis Smith. Sym-
pathizing with citizen com-
plaints, he said that prior to the 
rate increase, utilities were sub-
sidized by the meal’s tax. “It’s a 
catch-22 for all of us.”

Smith was referring to 
Kilmarnock having to compete 
for government grants and low 
or no-interest loans in order 
to fund improvements at the 
wastewater treatment plant and 
to replace the town’s deteriorat-
ing terra-cotta water and sewer 
lines. 

Sheryl Stevens of Draper 
Aden Associates said there are 
a lot of communities compet-
ing for a small amount of grant 
money and in some cases, no-

KILMARNOCK—Replace-
ment of the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge will be 
the focus of a public meeting in 
Kilmarnock tonight, October 25. 
The event is in preparation for 
the Commonwealth Transporta-
tion Board’s (CTB) October 30 
meeting to discuss projects for 
the next six-year plan.

Del. Rob Wittman and Del. 
Harvey Morgan will lead 
tonight’s meeting which was 
organized by Norris Bridge 
Now (NBN), a committee of 
concerned  citizens and busi-
ness leaders. The purpose of the 
meeting is to gather information 
and concerns about the bridge 
for Tuesday night’s CTB meet-
ing.

Virginia Department of 

Utility rate
complaints
flood council

Traffic on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge was stopped for half hour intervals 
early this week as parts for the beam support structure were unloaded onto the barge plat-
form below. According to bridge inspector Frank Keyser of McDonough Bolyard Peck of 
Fairfax, replacing the two pins may result in closure of the bridge to all traffic for a short 
period of time. Keyser based his assessment on bridge work done in 1996 when it took 
eight hours to remove one pin. “The pins may come out very easily and we may be done in 
an hour. But we won’t know until we get to that point,” he said. As of Wednesday morning, 
Keyser indicated the plan is to close the bridge to all traffic at 7 p.m. Monday, October 29. 
The bridge would reopen by morning and be closed again at 7 p.m. Tuesday, October 30, if 
need be. For an update on full closure, check the Rappahannock Record website at www.
rrecord.com. (Photo by Audrey Thomasson)

Input sought on Norris Bridge
Transportation Board to meet on Tuesday

Transportation  Fredricksburg 
District Administrator David 
Ogle will review VDOT’s Six-
Year Plan process and current 
status of area projects. Addi-
tionally, there will be a public 
question-and-answer session. 
Tonight’s meeting is slated to 
begin at 5:30 p.m. at the Lan-
caster Community Library on 
School Street in Kilmarnock.

Next week’s public meet-
ing of the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board will give 
citizens an opportunity to com-
ment on potential transporta-
tion projects and programs to 
be included in the CTB’s Six-
Year Improvement Program for 

Fiscal Years 2008-2014.
Potential projects include 

interstate highway, primary 
road, rail, bicycle, pedestrian 
and public transportation initia-
tives. There will be an emphasis 
on improvements to Virginia’s 
transportation system in the 
areas of safety, bridges, conges-
tion and major maintenance, 
with a variety of displays and 
handouts available for viewing.

The meeting will begin at 
5 p.m. with a briefing for the 
public and officials. Viewing of 
the displays and a general dis-
cussion will be held at 6 p.m. 
followed by a moderated public 

Luis Verdugo was among those in Amy Saville’s kindergarten class at Northumberland 
Elementary School who ventured into the woods for the first time ever during a P.E. 
class last week. The school has been developing a nature trail along Crabbe Point 
Creek in recent years to use for education and recreation. A slideshow of the hike is 
available online at rrecord.com. 

A walk in the woods with the kindergarten 
(continued on page A15)

(continued on page A16)

(continued on page A15)
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SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

SUN, OCT 28 MON OCT 29-THURS NOV 1

SAT, OCT 27FRI, OCT 26
SAW IV (R)
3:00, 5:05, 7:15, 9:30
30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R)
2:30, 4:45, 7:25, 9:40
THE COMEBACKS (PG13)
3:10, 5:10, 7:10, 9:15
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
2:35, 5:00, 7:30, 9:55
GAME PLAN (PG)
3:00, 5:15, 7:35, 9:50

SAW IV (R)
5:05, 7:15, 9:30
30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R)
4:45, 7:25, 9:40
THE COMEBACKS (PG13)
5:10, 7:10, 9:15
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
5:00, 7:30, 9:55
GAME PLAN (PG)
5:15, 7:35, 9:50

SAW IV (R)
3:00, 5:05, 7:15
30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R)
2:30, 4:45, 7:25
THE COMEBACKS (PG13)
3:10, 5:10, 7:10
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
2:35, 5:00, 7:30
GAME PLAN (PG)
3:00, 5:15, 7:35

SAW IV (R)
7:15
30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R)
7:25
THE COMEBACKS (PG13)
7:10
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
7:30
GAME PLAN (PG)
7:35

583 Slabtown Road • Lancaster, Va. • 462-0002
Thursday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

Locusville  Plantation
�������

“Using Farm Methods of our Heritage”

Tour Our Gardens • Visit Our Store 
Eggs • Vegetables • Herbs • Collectibles • Folk Art

Pumpkins • Apples • Gourds • Etc.

From Rt. 3 in Lively, Take Rt. 201 South (White Chapel Road) 3 miles, 
Left on Rt. 354 (River Rd), Go about 4 1/2 miles through Ottoman, 

 Left on Rt. 625 (Slabtown Rd.), 1/2 mile on left.
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Ha
m and Oyster Dinner

Trinity Episcopal Church
Saturday, November 10, 2007  •  4:30-7 pm

$15 adults  • $5 children 12 & under
Free for children 2 & under • Take out available

(continued on page A3)
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Halloween prep
Belle Isle State Park chief ranger Mike Lambert (left) and 
ranger Dave Beck are making preparations for “A Haunted 
Evening” at the park Friday and Saturday, October 26 and 
27, from 7 to 10 p.m. Activities will include a haunted trail, 
hayride, old horror flicks at the amphitheater, and treats, 
Guests report to the main office. The fee is $5. Reservations 
required. Call 462-5030. Sponsored by The Friends of Belle 
Isle State Park.

October
25 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens at 9 
a.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The RFM Modelers meet at 10 
a.m. at Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
No-Name Needlers will gather 
at 1 p.m.  at The Art of Coffee in 
Montross. 493-0873.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
An Alzheimer’s Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury at 
10:30 a.m. 695-9382.
A Cancer Support Group will 
meet at Rappahannock General 
Hospital at 3 p.m. 435-8593.
Bingo will be played at the 
American Legion Post on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock. 
Doors open at 6 p.m.
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet at 
3 p.m. at the Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church in Kilmarnock. 
758-8110.
A Spaghetti Dinner will be 
served by the Lancaster High 
School baseball team at Dream 
Fields near Kilmarnock from 5 
to 7 p.m. $8 for adults, $6 for 
students. Tickets are available at 
local businesses, Lancaster High 
School, or at the door.
Norris Bridge Now will convene 
a public meeting at the Lancaster 
Community Library on School 
Street in Kilmarnock at 5:30 p.m. 
to address Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge issues.
The Northern Neck 
Wild Turkey Association 
Scholarship Foundation Gala 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Rappahannock River Yacht 
Club. For reservations, call 462-
0444.
Line Dancing is held from 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m. at The Bay School 
on Main Street in Mathews. 725-
1278.
The Board of Supervisors for 
Lancaster County will meet  at 
7 p.m.
Mahjong will be played at 10:30 
a.m. at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone. Drinks and dessert 
provided. Tables of three or 
more. $2 per person. 438-4152. 

26 Friday
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center in 
Lively at 5:45 p.m.
Loose Gravel will rock the deck 
at Smokin’ Joe’s in Kilmarnock 
from 6 to 10 p.m. 435-6000, or 
www.smokinjoesbarbeque.com.
Bad Ace will be featured at a 
Halloween party at Damon’s Bar 
& Grill in Gloucester. 693-7218.
The Square Pegs Square 
Dance Club will hold its 
Halloween Dance on October 26 
from7 till 9:30 p.m. at Fairfields 
United Methodist Church in 
Burgess. Costumes optional.
A Haunted Evening will be 
presented at Belle Isle State 
Park from 7 to 10 p.m. Haunted 
trail, hayride and old horror flicks 
at the amphitheater. Guests 
report to the main office. $5. 
Reservations required. Call 462-
5030. Sponsored by The Friends 
of Belle Isle State Park.
The 27th Annual Book And 

Author Dinner will be held at 5 
p.m. at Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club near Kilmarnock. 
Guests will include emcee 
Jann Malone and authors Ron 
Smith, Anne Hobson Freeman 
and Logan Ward.  $35. For 
reservations, call 529-6584.
A Halloween Spooktoberfest 
will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Northumberland Elementary 
School. Activities will include 
a costume contest, dancing, 
mummy wrapping contest, 
clowns, magic show, arts, crafts, 
and trick or treating. Sponsored 
by the Northumberland Family 
YMCA and Northumberland 
Public Library.

27 Saturday
A Haunted Evening will be 
presented at Belle Isle State 
Park from 7 to 10 p.m. Haunted 
trail, hayride and old horror flicks 
at the amphitheater. Guests 
report to the main office. $5. 
Reservations required. Call 462-
5030. Sponsored by The Friends 
of Belle Isle State Park.
Tracy Hill  will be featured at 
8 p.m. at Donk’s Theater in 
Mathews. $12 adults, $2 kids. 
725-7760, or www.donkstheater.
com.
Vocalist And Mandolin Player 
Steve Smith will be featured 
at 7:30 p.m. in a Farmhouse 
Concert at the home of Mary 
Beane in Miskimon. $15. RSVP 
farmhouse_concerts@hotmail.
com.
A Hake Fish Breakfast will be 
served at Morning Star Baptist 
Church at 7:30 a.m. Eat in 
or carryout, by donation. For 
tickets, call 580-4434.
A Chicken Dinner will be served 
by the Afton United Methodist 
Men from 5 to 7 p.m. at Afton 
United Methodist Church in 
Ophelia. Takeout available. $9 
adults. $5 children. 
A Halloween Golf Cart Parade 
will be held in Colonial beach. 
224-2443.
Mary Ball Washington 
Museum will host its annual 
kids Halloween Party at dusk. 
The Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck will help with 
this year’s party on the museum 

grounds.
The Northern Neck Orchestra 
will begin its 16th season with 
a Pops concert at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock.  For ticket 
information, call 436-9027.
Haunted Tales will be featured 
at the Westmoreland County 
Museum from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Ghosts, goblins and other 
mythical (and real) creatures that 
roam the earth in Westmoreland 
County will be looking for their 
escape to the never-world. Bring 
flashlights, chairs.
Reedville’s Safe Halloween 
Celebration will be observed 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Activities 
include a costume parade, 
refreshements, games, ring toss, 
bobbing for apples, a musical 
monster mash, a haunted 
boat tour and hay rides to a 
graveyard.
Stratford Hall will offer a 
haunting event from 6 to 8 p.m. 
There will be a costume contest, 
eerie ghost walk, pumpkin 
painting, crafts and games and 
refreshments. Register for  a 
copy of The Ghosts of Virginia, 
Volume 1, from the Plantation 
Gift Shop. Fees are adults and 
children 12 years and older, $5; 

children 6 to 11 years, $3; under 
5, free.
Russian Pianist Vladimir 
Svoysky will return to 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury at 4 p.m. for an 
all-Gershwin concert in the first 
Bazaar Performance of the 
season.
Create for Haven’s Sake, a 
bazaar to benefit The Haven, 
will be held at the St. Margaret’s 
School gymnasium on Water 
Street in Tappahannock, 
beginning at 9 a.m. Decorative 
and practical items created by 
local artists and craftspeople, 
silent auction, raffle, bake sale, 
Brunswick stew, door prizes. 

28 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties holds 
its lunch brunch at Crazy Crab in 
Reedville  immediately following 
church services.
Songs Alive at the 
Northumberland Public Library in 
Heathsville will feature an English 
Tea and harpist/composer 
Susan Anthony-Tolbert. The 
program will begin at 3 p.m. $10. 
Tickets available at the library. 
Sponsored by The Friends of the 
Library.

29 Monday 
The Historyland Community 
Workshop volunteer craft 
group meets at the Lancaster 
Woman’s Club from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Brown bag lunch. Guests 
welcome.
A Volunteer Recognition 
Program will be held at 7 
p.m. by the Northumberland/
Lancaster Virginia Cooperative 
Extension at Wicomico Church 
Parish Hall. RSVP by October 26 
at 462-5780.

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!
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HaLLowEEN daNcE
SaTurdaY, ocTobER 27

8 pm-MIdNIGHT
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KILMaRNocK FIRE HouSE
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BRIaN GracIK & STEvE GoRdoN
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$10.00 cover donation
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Belle Isle State Park
october 26th & 27th 

7 - 10 pm

Haunted Trail, Hayride 
and old Scary Movies
Be prepared to be scared!

$5 per person
Reservations Required (804) 462-5030
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Upcoming (continued from page A2)

Come join us Oct. 27th

for fun and dancing at the
Steamboat Restaurant featuring...

Close Call
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Library treats
Adults and kids can show off their costumes at the Lancaster 
Community Library in Kilmarnock for treats and a special 
coupon on Halloween from 4 to 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 435-1729. From left, library director Lindsy Gard-
ner offers candy to Kristy Hoff and Chloe Fridley.

Kilmarnock from 4 to 6 p.m., 
followed by games, pumpkin 
painting contest judging, a 
comedy/juggling show, a 
costume contest at Northern 
Neck Soultions and the movie, 
“Monster House.”
Trick or Treat at the Lancaster 
Library. Adults and kids can 
show off their costumes at the 
Lancaster Community Library for 
treats and a special coupon on 
Halloween from 4 to 7 p.m.

November 1 Thursday
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
The RFM Boat Shop opens at 9 
a.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6629.
No-Name Needlers will gather 
at 1 p.m. at The Art of Coffee in 
Montross. 493-0873.
Bingo will be played at the 
American Legion Post on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock. 
Doors open at 6 p.m
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet at 
3 p.m. at the Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church in Kilmarnock. 
758-8110.
The Airport Club of Hummel 
Field meets at 6 p.m. for a dinner 
meeting at The Pilot House at 
Topping. 758-5500.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet at 10 
a.m. at Wicomico Episcopal 
Church in Wicomico Church.
The White Stone Town Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the town 
offi ce.
American Legion Post 117 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at the Post Home 
on School Street in Reedville.
The Marine Corps League 
Detachment will meet at 7:30 
p.m. at the Callao Volunteer Fire 
Department building. 462-7868.
A Seminar On Proper 
Governance Procedures will 
be held by the River Counties 
Community Foundation at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury near Irvington, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. $10 per 
person. To register, call 438-
9414.

(Submit calendar items to  
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

30 Tuesday
The Kilmarnock and District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Weems. 
462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.
The RFM Boat Shop opens at 9 
a.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6629.
The Northumberland County 
Republican Committee 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
Northumberland Public Library in 
Heathsville.
Duplicate Bridge will be played 
at 1 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of White Stone. Men, women 
and newcomers are invited. No 
reservations are needed. 462-
7605. Halloween lunch at noon. 
Costumes welcome.

31 Wednesday
Halloween
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
will meet at 6 p.m. at the home 
of Richard Slember. Visiting 
Rotarians may call 435-5249 for 
details.
The Kiwanis Club meets at 7:30 
a.m. at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for Kilmarnock, 
Irvington and White Stone meets 
at 12:30 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meet at 2:30 p.m. at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock. 438-5127.
The RFM Quilters meet at 9:30 
a.m. at Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The Halloween Costume 
Contest in Irvington will be 
held at the Irvington Commons. 
Judging will begin at 6 p.m. 
Arrive earlier for registration 
and a parade. The Irvington 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Village Improvement Association 
sponsor the event.
Kilmarnock Kandy for Kids, 
sponsored by the Kilmarnock 
Chamber of Commerce, will 
be held among participating 
merchants in downtown 
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by Robert Mason Jr.
Visitors to Belle Isle State 

Park near Somers are urged to 
stay on designated trails fol-
lowing increasing evidence of 
a “Big Foot” like creature.

Several groups of scientists 
and volunteers conducting 
separate recent bird, bug and 
floral surveys reported more 
signs of a very large creature, 
including footprints, broken 
paths through the underbrush 
and hair samples, explained 
education specialist Charlene 
Talcott. 

Existence has been con-
firmed and scientists have 
named the creature Goblinius 
bellislea, or GB for short.

Tracks indicate the creature 
stands upright, is at least eight 
feet tall and has web feet, said 
Talcott.

There may be some link 
between GB and local leg-
ends dating to the 1930s, 

 Excerpts    by Henry Lane Hull

Lucky to
have Pollard
From Susan Stubbs,
Heathsville

When Richard Stuart and 
Albert Pollard spoke at their 
debate in Northumberland 
County, there was far more in 
common than was different in 
the two candidates.

Having followed some of the 
literature being published since 
the debate, I read Pollard’s 
issues that he is most involved 
with and his opinions and 
plans.

On the other hand, from 
Stuart I read his incorrect or 
misleading information about 
Pollard and little about his 
own issues and plans, except 
on education. Maybe he hopes 
much ado about nothing on the 
subject of Dominion Power will 
distract people from reading 
about the achievements of his 
opponent. His accusation was 
false. Stuart considers himself 
qualified to make improve-
ments in education based on 
the experience of his mother’s 
and sister’s teaching. I have not 
read of any of Stuart’s proven 
experience other than one year 
as a Commonwealth Attorney.

Pollard spent six years work-
ing to better our situation and 
bring the best kinds of change 
to Virginia. He worked equally 
well with Democrats and 
Republicans. I am also proud 
to be a supporter of Pollard’s 
campaign because he supports 
important current issues, such 
as environmental protection, 
health care, including the issue 
of rural access to obstetrical 
care, and education, where he 
has worked to reform the No 
Child Left Behind Act.

In all three of his major areas 
of focus, he has been honored 
as 2004  Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation Legislator of the 
Year, the 2004 Virginia Rural 
Healthcare Association Award, 
was guest speaker at the 2004 
annual Conference of the Vir-
ginia Association of School 
Superintendents, and from the 
League of Conservation Voters, 
a lifetime legislative rating of 
over 96 percent.

I have worked to support 
Albert Pollard many years 
now and I know he will not be 
swayed from his purpose, his 
morals, or his honesty on any 
subject. We are lucky to have 
Albert Pollard.

Pollard is
a leader
From Ida C. Hall,
Kilmarnock

I am shocked and fed up with 
all the negative ads attacking 
Albert Pollard and distorting 
his voting record when  he was 
our state delegate.

Pollard did an excellent job 
as delegate. With this experi-
ence, his knowledge of the 
problems and needs facing this 
district and its people, his will-
ingness to put aside partisan 
politics and seek solutions that 
are in the best interest and wel-
fare of all those he represents 
and his deep dedication and 
never-ending efforts towards 
preserving and protecting this 
area’s rich history, traditions, 
natural resources and economy, 
Pollard will be a great  state 
senator, too.

As a commercial and rec-
reational crabber and fisher-
man, who has been fortunate 
to live on my family’s farm for 
over 35 years, I have witnessed 
firsthand the Chesapeake Bay’s 
diminishing water quality and 
declining fishery resources. We 
all love the bay, depend on it 
for food, recreation and a live-
lihood; and say we want water 
quality improvements.

As delegate, Pollard had the 
courage and foresight to intro-
duce the Clean Stream Act, as 
a way to fund treating sewage, 
which is a major pollutant of 
the bay. We are all contributors 
to this problem. As the popu-
lation continues to increase 
around the bay, it is crucial for 
each of us to realize that with 
our right to live here, comes a 
responsibility to care for such 
a valuable resource. The act 
would have charged residents 
$1 a week, $52 a year, for their 
septic hookup.

What a small price to pay for 
the long-term benefits a clean, 
healthy, productive bay would 
provide us not only for today, 
but for future generations of all 
Virginians, regardless of where 
they live and regardless of these 
political affiliation.

Maryland, one of our part-
ners in the Chesapeake Bay 
agreement, has enacted similar 
legislation. Doesn’t Virginia 
have an obligation to also do its 
part in cleaning up the bay?

A few years ago, during the 
budget stalemate that forced 
the legislature, including our 
Del. Albert Pollard to work 
overtime, he put aside his own 
needs and returned that over-
time pay to us, the taxpayers.

Pollard not only gives tire-
lessly of himself to those he 
serves, he also gives back to all 
those he represents.

It is these actions, unself-
ish, nonpartisan, and his cou-
rageous, strong stand on the 
issues that distinguish him and 
define Pollard’s high ideals and 
enduring vision for our district, 

Letters to the Editor
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she said. Recently uncovered 
evidence suggests GB raids 
oyster grounds and may have 
contributed to the oyster wars 
during the first half of the 
20th century, as well as the 
recent decline in the state’s 
oyster inventory.

Leading anthropologists and 
sociologists are researching 
the connection. Meanwhile, 
biologists and zoologists con-
tinue to debate the amphibian 
verses mammal issue.

No sightings have been 
recorded which makes it more 
difficult to separate fact from 
folklore.

Stockpiles of oyster shells a 
good distance from the shore-
line and scat samples show that 
oysters are a mainstay of GB’s 
diet. Campers and park rang-
ers also have heard extremely 
loud slurping sounds after dark 
throughout the park, similar to 
the sound of folks eating raw 

This week we have a house 
guest, or perhaps I should say 
a goat house guest. His name 
is “Fired-Up,” and he is visit-
ing from our friends, Shelley 
and Fallin Robertsons’ goat 
house in Ottoman. He has 
been to other homes as well, 
meeting new friends and leav-
ing legacies in his path. He is 
a buck Nubian goat, one with 
a delightful personality, a true 
gentleman in every sense of the 
word.

He arrived Monday morn-
ing and immediately was re-
introduced to our two girls, 
whom he had met previously 
last November on a blind date. 
Shelley, Fallin and our family 
chaperoned that get-together, 
but sadly we found out five 
months and one week later that 
no kids were to be forthcoming. 
That event was a one-afternoon 
meet-and-greet affair, but this 
time we are hoping that a more 
protracted visit might lead to 

some progeny.
Fired-Up likes to be petted 

and he responds in sweet, dulcet 
tones. My earliest memory of a 
buck goat comes from when I 
was five and my father brought 
one home to meet our nanny. 
Not only did they not meet, 
but the buck bolted out of the 
vehicle, tore across the farm, 
and we never saw him again. 
The recollection of that experi-
ence has led us to pursue great 
caution this time.

The girls do not seem to be 
able to remember him from last 
November, but he is constantly 
trying to jog their memories. 
He distinctly seems to prefer 
Floppy to Cuddles, but she 
is not as yet responsive to his 
amorous interest. Cuddles goes 
further, and treats him like 
someone from another planet. 
On both counts we are still 
hopeful for a second honey-
moon and anticipate his treat-
ing our place as his harem away 
from home.

We are encouraged by his 
lack of interest in food. He 
certainly eats sufficiently to 
maintain his bison-like phy-
sique, but food is not the main 
thing on his mind. I thought he 

would be difficult to maneu-
ver around, but he takes to a 
leash like a nice dog who has 
been through obedience train-
ing. My good wife speaks of 
his aroma, not admiringly to be 
sure, but I view it as being part 
of the “male thing.” Happily, 
not an experience that he and I 
can share, but one which on his 
part I can understand.

Floppy and Cuddles will be 
two in January. They are like 
puppies, craving affection, and 
most at home in human com-
pany. I do not know if it is a 
compliment or not, but they 
look at us as part of their herd. 
For six months last year we had 
a male pygmy goat with us and 
they seemed more interested 
in him than in Fired-Up. Per-
haps it was simply that they 
like shorter men. We did not let 
them mix together, all the while 
thinking that Fired-Up would 
be the buck of their dreams.

I am sure that a competent 
psychologist could do won-
ders in studying the impact of 
rejection on the buck person-
ality. One can only hope that 
virility persists through such 
slight offenses, but at times 
Fired-Up seems a little like 

Richard Bucket, the husband 
of Hyacinth on “Keeping Up 
Appearances,” our favorite 
television show. We look to 
the day when he is more asser-
tive, albeit without loss of his 
genuinely friendly and refined 
disposition.

Alas, perhaps we should go 
back to the ancient pre-Socratic 
Greeks, Protagoras to be pre-
cise, for direction in this matter. 
It was he who said, “Beauty is 
in the eye of the beholder,” not 
a bad way of looking at a stinky 
male goat, if one is a nice young 
prospective nanny, that is.

***********
A couple of weeks ago in 

this space, in expressing my 
admiration for the work of 
the Northumberland County 
Animal Shelter, I mentioned 
the tremendous contribution of 
Jo Ann and John Smith. Inad-
vertently, I slipped, and despite 
our long-standing friendship, 
I mistyped their name. Very 
kindly they found it amusing, 
but in publicly apologizing, I 
see it as another opportunity to 
offer kudos for all that they so 
generously do. Animals have 
no better friends than them.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
oysters and a Harley Davidson 
motorcycle.

Friends of Belle Isle State 
Park members believe GB 
may have been lurking along 
the tree line during Music 
By The River concerts last 
summer. Broken branches 
and trampled poison ivy indi-
cate GB may even have been 
dancing when Mercy Creek 
played. 

As the park campground has 
evolved, GB also appears to 
be consuming marshmallows, 
chocolate and graham crack-
ers. Campers have reported 
missing tents, which suggests 
GB may in fact be a female 
wearing tent dresses, using 
tents to hide out in during 
the day, claiming territory, or 
attempting to frighten camp-
ers away from the park.

Based on continuing find-
ings, GB would have strong 
upper body strength and 

claws to help shuck the oys-
ters, added Talcott.

Park visitors are reminded 
to report signs or sightings to 
park rangers who have been 
trained to deal with GB.

To date, there has been no 
attempt to capture GB because 
there isn’t an apparent threat 
to humans. The park is a wild-
life sanctuary, added Talcott.

There is safety in numbers 
and park officials are hoping 
large crowds will visit the 
park from 7 to 10 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, October 26 and 
27 for “A Haunted Evening.” 

Visitors may report to the 
main office. Activities will 
include a haunted hike, hay 
ride, old horror flicks at the 
amphitheater and treats.

The fee is $5. Reservations 
are required; call 462-5030.

The Halloween event is 
sponsored by The Friends of 
Belle Isle State Park.

our Commonwealth and our 
bay.

His energy, experience, 
knowledge, courage, com-
mitment and foresight are the 
vital leadership qualities we 
desperately need to make this 
a healthier, more productive 
region in the 21st century and 
beyond.

Join me in electing Albert Pol-
lard, a proven leader, as our next 
State Senator on November 6.

Pollard by far the 
better choice
From John P. and Mary C. Ellis, 
Kilmarnock

The unspoiled environment is a 
major reason that we, like many 
others, chose to live in the North-
ern Neck. We came to escape 
traffic congestion, air and water 
pollution, inflated real estate 
prices, and the many ills caused 
by inadequate planning. 

We found relief from much of 
that, but we also quickly learned 
that the quality of life in this area 
is seriously threatened by the con-
tinuing degradation of the bay, 
pressure for large-scale real estate 
development and the same lack 
of timely and effective long-range 
planning.

Environmental protection, 
including wise development that 
provides for the protection of 
open space, is a matter of critical 
concern at the national, regional 
and local levels. Great care and 
wisdom are required to tackle 
these issues. Our elected state 
officials, who speak for all of us, 
can do much to prevent the loss of 
what makes this area so special. 

Senate candidate Albert Pollard 
seems better qualified to offer the 
leadership required for this task. 
He appears to be free from special 
interests and in a position to deal 
with these issues independently 
and in a non-partisan manner. 
His opponent cannot claim such 
experience, commitment or inde-
pendence. For the sake of our 
environment, Pollard is the far 
better choice and deserves our 
vote.

Letters to the Editor

Pollard  
is practical
From Robert D. Fox, 
Weems

We are very fortunate to have 
someone of Albert Pollard’s cali-
ber seeking to represent our dis-
trict in Virginia’s Senate. 

Pollard combines several 
positive qualities sadly lacking 
in far too many of our legisla-
tors. He has the experience and 
intelligence to get to the heart of 
complex issues. His first prior-

ity is to seek practical and logi-
cal answers to important issues 
facing his district and our state, 
without preconceived agendas or 
mantras that inhibit solutions to 
such issues. 

Pollard is willing to work 
across party lines and share 
the credit for solutions rather 
than trying to cram a politically 
advantageous solution down the 
opposing party’s throat. I par-
ticularly respect his integrity. 
Unlike his opponent, when he 
pledged to run an issues-oriented 
campaign, rather than one based 
on personal attacks and twisted 
facts, he has kept his word. 

Finally, he is a successful small-
business owner who has an excel-
lent track record of pursuing and 
supporting legislation favorable 
to such businesses. That legisla-
tion includes lowered regulation 
on small farmers enabling them to 
sell food locally, abolishing prop-
erty taxes on farm equipment, 
and having Virginia’s tax code 
reflect that of the federal govern-
ment with respect to accelerated 
depreciation of investments in 
business equipment. 

He also has been a consistent 
advocate for a cleaner Chesa-
peake Bay for our watermen, and 
for voluntary conservation ease-
ments to help preserve valuable 
remaining greenspace within 
this district. 

Impressed
with Pollard
From Maggy Lewis,  
White Stone

I am writing to express my 
support for Albert Pollard in the 
upcoming election. He gave the 
Northern Neck a voice during 
his time as a delegate and showed 
his support of me as a student 
through several letters of encour-
agement. Those letters meant a 
lot to me and showed me that he 
truly cared about education and 
the outcomes of students in the 
Northern Neck. 

I have continued to follow 
Albert Pollard’s voting record, 
his written opinions in the Times-
Dispatch, and the opinions of his 
community – my community 

– on the work he has done. I have 
been continually impressed on 
all counts. Pollard understands 
that a single piece of legislation 
can have vastly different conse-
quences in urban and rural areas 
and he has worked to ensure that 
the legislature protects the values 
and resources of the Northern 
Neck. 

Any candidate can produce 
rhetoric, but it is a representa-
tive’s voting record that shows 
his true priorities. When I view 
Pollard’s voting record (with the 
wording of the actual bills, not 
biased summaries), I see a record 
that reflects my own desires for 
the Northern Neck and for the 
community I want to share with 
my children and generations 
beyond. 

As a student in law school, I 
am confronted with the complex 
interests that lawmakers must 
struggle with regularly and I 
would be proud to have Albert 
Pollard as my voice in the Senate 
of Virginia. 

Barely extremist
From Burt and Caralyn Reed, 
White Stone

I received in the mail a flyer 
paid for by the Republican Party 
of Virginia stating that the “flush 
tax” was pushed by an “environ-
mental extremist group.” 

I also received a publication 
from that same “environmen-
tal extremist group” endorsing 
Republican Rob Wittman. Must 
I conclude that Rob Wittman is 
an embarrassment to his party? 
Or perhaps that environmental 
group, The Sierra Club, is not so 
extreme after all. 

Pollard introduced a bill to pro-
vide funding for cleaning up the 
Chesapeake Bay. It got dubbed 
the “flush tax.” The Republican-
controlled House insisted they 
had a better way to fund the bay 
clean up. They provided $50 mil-
lion from the general fund to clean 
up the bay. It is likely this funding 
would not have been provided if 
there had not been “extremist” 
groups like the Sierra Club and 
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
and a brave leader like Pollard to 
introduce the bill.
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Because the children of 
Lancaster County are important to me!
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Letters to the Editor

Pollard is
most qualified
From Adelaide McKelway,
White Stone

I have been impressed by 
Albert Pollard’s continued 
commitment to the health of 
the Chesapeake Bay as well 
as to his extraordinary com-
mitment to serve as an elected 
official.

I well remember the summer 
when we often saw Albert, 
early in the morning, crab-
bing near our home on Cart-
ers Creek. Albert crabbed a 
line of about 60 crab pots. He 
would get up at 5:30 in the 
morning, “fish” the pots, keep 
the legal-sized crabs, and then 

Pollard to
work for all
From Sibley and Jane Towner,
Kilmarnock

For the facts about his posi-
tions on issues, visit Albert 
Pollard’s website at www.pol-
lardforsenate.com. and click on 
“set the record straight.”

We join others in wanting 
the truth to be known since 
negative information has 
been disseminated about Pol-
lard as candidate for Virginia 
Senate, District 28. When Pol-
lard served as a delegate in the 
General Assembly, he reports 
that his “eyes were opened 
to political partisanship.” It 
appears that our leadership did 
not always pull together for the 
good of the Commonwealth.

As a result of his experience, 
Pollard has vowed to leave 
party politics behind and to 
work for all of us in the district. 
His demeanor, his writing, and 
his speaking are testimony to 
his willingness to be fair and to 
consider all points of view as 
he takes on the important task 
of representing us.

Republican
for Pollard
From R.R. Crawford,
Weems

I am a proud Republican. I 
have been voting for the person 
I thought would be the best in 
the job since I starting think-
ing, which was around age  
30. All of those persons were 
Republicans and time proved I 
was right in my thinking most 
of the time.

This year, I am going to vote 
for one person who is (gasp) 
a Democrat: Albert Pollard. 
I have been inundated with 
flyers and mailings from Rich-
ard Stuart, most of which were 
attacks on Pollard’s voting 
record, and some were, accord-
ing to my research, false accu-
sations.

I did get some mail from 
Mr. Pollard also, but they were 
informational, not attacks. In 
making my decisions for whom 
I vote, I want to know what the 
votee will do, not what the 
opponent did. Mr. Stuart seems 
to feel that “attack” politics is 
the best way to get elected. I 
think it is the worst way.

Republican Party leaders, 
start thinking. Another election 
is coming in 2008.

Voting for Pollard
From Marybeth Sisson,
Irvington

There seems to be a huge 
misconception that there 
is little difference between 
Albert Pollard and his oppo-
nent in the 28th District 
Senate race.

Indeed, there are several 
vital and distinct differences. 
Pollard has six years of experi-
ence in the Virginia legislature 
representing us in an effective 
and beneficial manner. Pol-
lard runs an honest, truthful, 
issue-based campaign. Pollard 
has a reputation for hard work 
and bi-partisan cooperation. 
He understands the legislative 
process and is astute and care-
ful enough to look beyond the 
mere name of a bill to its actual 
effectiveness and enforceabil-
ity. 

Pollard’s campaign is being 
financed primarily by dona-
tions from individual voters 
and not from the party at the 
state level.

Those are some of the big dif-
ferences between Pollard and 
his opponent. I will be voting 
for Pollard on November 6 for 
these and many more reasons. I 
hope others will be too.

Pollard is more 
experienced
From Tom Saunders,
Kilmarnock

Our choice in the District 28 
Senatorial election is between 
Albert Pollard and Richard 
Stuart. 

We know, from their debates, 
that these two gentlemen aren’t 
far apart on most of the issues 
and that they both come across 
as articulate, intelligent mod-
erates. The most compelling 
difference between them is 
the disparity in their experi-
ence. Stuart may turn out to be 
worthy of the office, but that is 
strictly theoretical at this point. 
All we have to go on is his 
brief tenure as Westmoreland’s 
Commonwealth attorney. Less 
than halfway through his first 
term he resigned for personal 
reasons.

Pollard, on the other hand, is 
a known quantity. In six years 
in the house he proved to be 
an effective representative of 
this area. He worked hard, he 
listened closely and he fought 
productively on issues that 
matter to us. He was dedicated 
and deliberate. I didn’t agree 
with every stand he took in the 
General Assembly, but in the 
six years he served the 99th 
district he never did one thing 
that didn’t make me proud I 
had voted for him.

In an age in which blind, 
bitter partisanship is the guid-
ing philosophy of so many 
candidates for office, we have 
the rare opportunity to vote for 
a man who has proven himself 
to be a member of the sensi-
ble center. I encourage you to 
give Albert Pollard your care-
ful consideration and vote on 
November 6.

Pollard has 
earned support
From Dean and Judy McBride,
Kilmarnock

Albert Pollard has dem-
onstrated through action his 
sensitivity to environmental 
issues and his commitment to 
a cleaner Chesapeake Bay in 
particular. He has steadfastly 
worked to protect this life-sus-
taining resource now and for 
the future.

However, he knows how diffi-
cult this challenge can be. When 
he represented the 99th House 
District, Pollard addressed the 
key issue of agricultural runoff. 
He sought a dedicated source of 
funding to control the nitrogen 
and phosphorous that still pol-
lute the bay. A farmer himself, 
he wants to help farmers tackle 
this problem.

Pollard also fights to protect 
the bay and its fragile ecosys-
tem because his constituents’ 
livelihood and quality of life 
often depend on a viable bay 
environment. As State Sena-
tor for the 28th District, he 
will continue to represent this 
region with energy and under-
standing. Pollard has earned 
our enthusiastic support.

his mother would drive him in 
the family station wagon to the 
crab house where Albert would 
sell his crabs.

I believe that this experience 
and growing up on the water 
laid the foundation for his pas-
sions about the Chesapeake 
Bay. As a delegate represent-
ing our 99th District, Albert 
received the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation “Legislator of the 
Year” award. That award was 
given to Albert to recognize 
his work to fight the King Wil-
liam Reservoir, a land grab by 
a growing metropolis.

I support Albert Pollard to 
represent the Senate 28 district 
in the Virginia Senate. He is 
clearly the most qualified can-
didate.

Proud to
support Stuart
From William Horn,
Montross

I write this as a very proud 
American; proud to live in the 
Northern Neck; proud to live in 
Virginia and proud to support 
Richard Stuart.

One doesn’t have to look far 
to understand why. Everyone 
knows his concern for educa-
tion. Everyone knows he has 
served as firehouse trustee, 
but my trust goes well beyond 
these civil responsibilities.

Stuart believes in building 
others up, not tearing others 
down. He believes in building 
up a community by commu-
nicating needs to the board of 
supervisors. He also believes 
in preserving the way of life 
here in the Northern Neck, the 
environment, and above all, the 
family, the heart and soul of 
America.

Stuart has integrity, common 
sense and homespun values to 
be the best voice the Northern 
Neck has produced in recent 
years. If you don’t know him, 
take the opportunity to meet 
him. You’ll feel proud to sup-
port him, too.

Stuart has 
character
From Lloyd Tayloe Griffith
Mount Holly

After nearly a half-century of 
medical service to our public, 
I write not as a stranger. After 
working face to face with thou-
sands of people, I can assure 
you I am a professional judge 
of character. That said, there 
is only one candidate for our 
Virginia Senate district office 
who fulfills all the essentials of 
character that we can wish for 
and trust as our senator. We are 
privileged that Richard Stuart is 
that man and was honored with 
his selection by our esteemed 
Senator John Chichester as his 
successor.

This endorsement was sec-
onded by our Westmoreland 
County resident Speaker of the 
House of Representatives the 
Honorable William Howell and 
our native son, Senator Walter 
Stosch, themselves expert 
judges of character. No higher 
compliment can be paid to 
Stuart and by every measure he 
deserves the honor.

So honored, we in the North-
ern Neck can be proud that 
Stuart accepted the duty to 
serve us. This is an extension 
of the duties he has served 
from his boyhood laboring in 
farm fields and as a worker at 
the Potomac Supply Corpora-
tion to earn his way through 
college at Virginia Wesleyan 
then to serve as an officer in the 
U.S. Marine Corps.

Following this service, he 
was accepted at the Virginia-
oriented T.C. Williams Law 
School, met the bar and prac-
ticed private law in Westmore-
land County with distinction. 
He also served as county attor-
ney and was elected Common-
wealth Attorney while raising 
three children with his wife, 
Lisa.

With regret, we must now 
look at the other aspirant to this 
high and demanding place, an 
affable fellow I personally like, 
but whose stated campaign 
policies and past performance 
I despise. He openly advocates 
unregulated animal slaughter 
on small farms with public sale 
of un-inspected meats and raw 
milk, practices both horrifying 
and incredibly dangerous to 
the public health. The potential 
infectious disease spread by 
these archaic practices chal-
lenges the credibility of this 
candidate. Furthermore, he 
wrote and had passed by the 
legislature a bill removing a 
conservation legislative regula-
tion in the books for 40 some 
years establishing Nomini Bay 
as a diving duck refuge and also 
allowing previously outlawed 
floating blinds. His bill allows 
them to anchor at no specified 
distance from tributary dwell-
ings and lands within gunshot 
range of high ballistic lethal 
shotguns, essentially allowing 
accidental but defacto assault 
on tributary inhabitants and 
adjacent properties. He also 
proposes exemption of towed 
trailers less than 3,000 pounds 
from regulation. Remember the 
recent Chesapeake Bay Bridge 
runaway small trailer crash that 
took three lives.

Stuart for 
progress
From Kit Monroe,
Irvington

Getting to know Richard 
Stuart, candidate for John 
Chichester’s Senate seat, has 
been a great experience. Why 
do I come away for his ral-
lies lifted up and optimistic? 
Richard talks about progress, 
he has new ideas, is constantly 
thinking about solutions.

Both Stuart and Pollard love 
our area. Both men are com-
mitted to restoring the bay; 
however, Stuart has a plan. 
It is such a simple one that it 
almost escapes notice, as often 
great ideas do. As our popula-
tion grows, so does our water 
pollution. We must stop pour-
ing our waste water into the 
bay. It is just that simple. We 
must redirect the water and use 
it to irrigate. It is far costlier to 
try to clean up the bay than to 
develop methods to reduce the 
amount of polluted water we 
pour into it. What a job you 
say. Yes, but not impossible.

We have historically built 
our water treatment plans near 
natural bodies of water. Why? 
We have because we eventu-
ally dump the waste water 
into them. Huge drains in our 
urban areas ultimately direct 
their flow to waterways adding 
to the natural “run off ” which 
is often contaminated. This is 
true up and down the bay.

The time has come to 
rethink. Each gallon of waste 
water or contaminated water 
kept out of our rivers and bays 
is one more gallon that does 
not need to be redeemed. If 
we significantly reduce the 
amount of pollution, Mother 
Nature will do a lot of the 
cleaning up for us. All efforts 
to restore the bay to date are 
praise worthy, but not signifi-
cant enough to do the trick. 
Last year huge amounts were 
spent on the problem. The fact 
is, however, the bay remains in 
very bad shape.

Stuart doesn’t talk about what 
we can’t do. Instead, he deals 
with ideas and new approaches 
to old problems.

While mentioning his 
eight-year service in the U.S. 

Stuart stands 
on his record
From Anthony Blackstone,
White Stone

Here we are, going into the 
last weeks of the campaign 
and the real Albert Pollard 
has yet to emerge. He travels 
the trail changing his colors 
to suit local voters so fre-
quently that we might call 

Pollard has
better credentials 
From Frederick Moring,
White Stone

I write to declare my sup-
port for Albert C. Pollard 
Jr. as the next Virginia State 
Senator from District 28 
and to salute his October 15 
endorsement by the Washing-
ton Post for this position.

The Post’s endorsement 
points out that Pollard “dis-
tinguished himself in three 
terms in the House of Del-
egates as a thoughtful and 
independent lawmaker com-
mitted to transparency and 
ethics in government.”

While I agree with the Post 
that Pollard distinguished 
himself, my support for him 
relies on his proven ability 
as a delegate to advocate the 
environmental law-making 
needed to protect the Chesa-
peake Bay and its surround-
ings and that which may be 
required to address other 
environmental problems, 
such as global warming 
issues Virginia may confront 
in the year future.

I am also impressed by 
Pollard’s instinct and ability 
to pursue bipartisan solu-
tions to these and other dif-
ficult issues. While Pollard’s 
opponent, Richard Stuart, is 
a distinguished lawyer and 
Marine veteran, I f ind no 
basis in his record for con-
sidering his legislative cre-
dentials comparable to those 
of Albert Pollard.

Pollard reaches 
Republicans
From Jinx Wright,
Irvington

Richard Stuart’s campaign 
is criticizing Albert Pollard for 
writing the bill that would have 
created a “flush tax.” This bill 
was introduced by Pollard as a 
way to have dedicated funding 
for the cleanup of the bay. Vir-
ginia Republicans were against 
it.

At about the same time, just 
up the bay from us in Annapo-
lis, the Republican governor 
of Maryland, Robert Ehrlich, 
introduced a “flush tax” as the 
centerpiece of his bay legisla-
tive agenda. It had wide sup-
port in the state and passed 
easily. It was hailed as a huge 
victory for the bay.

Like Pollard, Maryland 
Republicans clearly recognized 
the importance of the “Chesa-
peake 2000 Agreement” signed 
by the states and the federal 
government in June 2000. In 
order to reach this goal by 
2010, Maryland Republicans 
and Pollard knew they had 
to have dedicated funding in 
place.

Having enjoyed the fruits of 
the bay for well over 50 years 
of my life, I’m in favor of 
helping the bay to recover and 
Pollard’s bill would have been a 
small price to pay in that effort. 
Maryland Republicans cer-
tainly thought so.

I am a Republican who plans 
to vote for Pollard because I 
have been pleased with his 
common sense, bi-partisan 
approach to the problems that 
our state faces.

Stuart will dedicate his admi-
rable public reasoning assets, 
his integrity and unprejudiced 
affections for each of us in pro-
tecting the Northern Neck from 
reckless endangerment while 
always being available to one 
and all. Join me with your valu-
able vote for Richard Stuart to 
preserve our Northern Neck 
and its neighbors.

Marine Corps Reserve Stuart 
has said, “I was taught to move 
forward, always forward, and 
that was the best discipline of 
my life.”

Your vote for Richard Stuart 
on November 6 will be a great 
step forward for the Northern 
Neck.

him the Chameleon candi-
date. At some appearances 
he’s the conservative Repub-
lican. Elsewhere, he reverts 
to his upbringing as a Demo-
crat.

He is consistent, however, 
in denying a record vividly 
marked by wild swings in the 
way he voted on the issues in 
the House of Delegates.

Stuart, on the other hand, 
has consistently stated his 
position on the issues and 
stood by his outstanding 
record as a Marine, a public 
servant, and a successful pri-
vate attorney.

The contrast is clear. Stuart 
stands on his record; Pollard 
runs away from his. Vote for 
Stuart.
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4 pm Treats on Main

6pm Pumpkin Painting contest  
judging and games

7pm Jonathan Austin
comedian - magician - juggler

7:30 pm Costume Contest

8pm (approx) Big screen outdoor 
movie “Monster House”

Sponsored by Kilmarnock chamber of commerce

Kilmarnock

Kandy for Kidswednesday, oct. 31 
Beginning at 4pm

Lancaster County is blessed to 
have the support of the private 
sector in helping to provide 
these basic needs.

C o s t e l l o : 
Restore the Pre-
K snack program. 
The Director 
of the Federal 
Funds program 
announced that 
after September 

28, funds were no longer avail-
able (60 meals a day at 75 cents 
each). $1,000 would allow 
for a partial restoration of the 
program to provide nutritional 
meals to children in need.

QUESTION: If you had to 
remove $1,000 from your 
choice of any single budget 
line item, what would that be 
and why?

Costello: Reduce 
s u p e r v i s o r ’s 
compensation. 
Leaders must 
always set the 
example. In tight 
budget times, 
$200 annually 

(55 cents per day) should be 
absorbed by each supervisor.

Palin: Each 
funded item is 
important; oth-
erwise, it would 
not be funded. 
When the 
budget is being 
developed, what 

is decreased, stays the same, 
or increased is determined by 
the presented needs, impor-
tance of these needs to the 
citizens, possibility of sup-
port from the private sector 
and availability of county 
funding.

should qualify? 

Costello: Non-
profit organiza-
tions provide 
many benefits 
to Lancaster 
County citizens. 
Organizations 
such as the vol-

unteer fire and rescue, commu-
nity library, health related and 
transportation all provide ser-
vices that contribute greatly to 
the well being of our citizens. 
The county taxpayers would 
have to pay even higher taxes 
to provide many of these ser-
vices if they become govern-
ment provided services. Direct 
service nonprofit organizations 
should continue to receive 

sustaining contributions from 
the county budget. The amount 
to be provided needs to be 
weighed against all the needs 
of the county, but they should 
receive a high priority. Other 
nonprofit organizations also 
contribute to the well being of 
the community through their 
activities by providing sup-
port to other non-profits and 
scholarship funds. They are to 
be commended for all that they 
do for the community.

Palin: Lancaster 
County is blessed 
with a vital 
group of non-
profit organiza-
tions. One of the 
most important 
of these involves 

health services for all residents 
and most importantly those 
citizens that live on limited 
incomes. I do not believe that 
Lancaster County can realisti-
cally increase the direct dollars 
to these institutions, because 
it would require the raising of 
taxes. I believe it is the role of 
Lancaster County to work with 
these non-profit organizations 
by encouraging the private 
sector to support their efforts.

QUESTION: If you had 
$1,000 to contribute into your 
choice of any single budget 
line item, what would that be 
and why? 

Palin: I would 
contribute the 
fund to the line 
item that pro-
vides for the 
safety, health 
and welfare of 
the citizens. 

These are the three basic needs 
of any community. Of course, 

Charlie Costello has been a resident of Lancaster County for 
16 years. Prior to that, his professional career focused on 
financial management, both as a senior Army officer and 

as a senior federal civil servant. 
He is a certified government financial manager and has a bach-

elor’s in accounting and a master’s in business administration. 
During service in Vietnam, he was awarded the Soldier’s Medal 

for Heroism. 
Since moving to Lancaster, Costello has been an active member 

of the Concerned Citizens Committee and helped establish the 
local Habitat for Humanity affiliate. Through that program, he 
actively helped build nine new homes in the area. 

He was a tutor in the adult education program for four years 
and continues to tutor in math at Lancaster Middle School, where 
he has volunteered for the last eleven years. He also is the trea-
surer for Hospice Support Services of the Northern Neck. 

Costello and his wife of 52 years, Anne, have six daughters 
and one son, all of whom graduated from Virginia universities. 
They have four granddaughters, four grandsons and one great 
granddaughter. 

Ernest Palin began his first term on the Lancaster board of 
supervisors in January 2004. 

He has a bachelor’s from North Carolina A&T State Uni-
versity and a master’s from Virginia Tech. He served for three 
years in the U.S. Army and was hired in 1974 by former superin-
tendent of schools Alex McDonald Fleet to teach agriculture at 
Lancaster High School. 

In July 1988, he was hired by Richmond County Public Schools 
as an assistant principal. 

Palin returned to Lancaster in 1998 as director of federal pro-
grams. He continues to serve in this capacity today. 

Palin holds numerous post graduate professional licenses cov-
ering both instructional and leadership positions.

He is married to Myra Palin, a graduate of Virginia Tech and 
William and Mary. They have two daughters, Erica and Kendra.  

compiled by 
Reid Pierce Armstrong

QUESTION: How would 
you, as a county supervisor, 
bring workforce housing in 
the $80,000-$150,000 price 
range to the area’s hard-work-
ing middle- and single-income 
families? Why do you think 
it is important to the area’s 
economy? 

Costello: We 
need more 
affordable hous-
ing to retain the 
valuable people 
who teach our 
children, build 
our homes, pro-

vide our police/fire protection, 
take care of us as we age, and 
provide trades/maintenance 
services. Today, we do not have 
enough of them in part because 
they can’t afford our high cost 
housing. Unlike most coun-
ties, we have no ordinances 
that require developers to build 
affordable housing units.

My goal is to change this 
unacceptable situation. I will 
initiate a strong affordable 
housing program. My pro-
gram will encourage devel-
opers to provide affordable 
housing units by offering them 
economic incentives. As an 
example, an ordinance requir-
ing a 15 home development to 
include one affordable hous-
ing unit will not work on a 
stand-alone basis. But, if we 
permit the developer to build 
17 units (i.e., his planned 15, 
plus one “affordable unit,” and 
one additional unit), the profits 
from the additional unit offer a 
substantial economic incentive. 
Similar incentive ordinances 
have proven effective in adding 
workforce housing units in 
other counties. If we had such 
an ordinance eight years ago, 
there would be nine affordable 
housing units in Hills Quarter.

Palin: There 
is a difference 
between afford-
able housing 
and low income 
housing. Provi-
sions are avail-
able to help 

citizens who are in need of low 
income housing. Affordable 
housing is not just a Lancaster 
County concern, it is a concern 
of Virginia and certain areas of 
our nation. The board of super-
visors and the planning com-
mission are considering ways 
to provide affordable housing. 
The challenge is to come up 
with provisions that Lancaster 
citizens will accept. 

An example of providing 
affordable housing is to give 
the developer an incentive by 
allowing the developer to build 
houses on smaller lot sizes if the 
developer will provide a per-

centage of affordable housing 
in the development. This type 
of development can be a very 
attractive and tasteful setting. 
This would provide houses that 
nurses, doctors, teachers, and 
others would be able to afford.

We need to involve the tal-
ents of our private sector to 
help provide solutions to this 
concern. I propose to select a 
committee of local builders, 
developers, county officials, 
state housing representatives, 
bankers and other key indi-
viduals. This committee is to 
focus on solutions to provid-
ing affordable housing and to 
report these solutions to the 
board of supervisors.

QUESTION: What is the 
single most important issue 
facing Lancaster County? 

Palin: Balanc-
ing Lancaster’s 
growth and main-
taining its rural 
character is an 
important issue. 
I will continue to 
support encour-

aging commercial growth near 
or in the incorporated towns 
and the village overlay areas. 
During the process of balanc-
ing Lancaster’s growth, we need 
an on-going effort to create 
new jobs. Also, we need an 
on-going effort to continue to 
provide and to promote a qual-
ity education system that pro-
vides skilled laborers for these 
jobs. It is the desire of parents 
for their children to have the 
option of having a job that pro-
vides a realistic quality of life. 
I will ask for the services of the 
Northern Neck Planning Com-
mission and others to help with 
this process.

Costello: The 
county’s com-
prehensive plan 
review had five 
public input  ses-
sions, numerous 
planning com-
mission sessions, 

four public hearings and two 
supervisors’ work sessions. I 
attended all of them. Over 250 
people took part. The majority 
want to preserve the county’s 
rural character and quality of 
life. I will initiate programs 
which address:

• Responsible growth staying 
within the ability of our infra-
structure to absorb it.

• Better public access to 
the waterfront by identifying 
appropriate areas and using 
public/private partnerships.

• Improved training to qualify 
people for better paying jobs 
through cooperation between 
local governments, schools 
and businesses using existing 
county facilities while starting 
local vocational training.

• Increased broad band avail-
ability county-wide for internet 

access through incentives to 
providers.

• Retaining agricultural and 
forestry industries through 
incentives to people in these 
industries to remain in them. 
Crops and trees cost far less 
in services than population 
increases caused by excessive 
growth.

QUESTION: Please explain 
your view on providing 
taxpayer dollars to fund 
non-profit organizations (i.e. 
Bay Transit, Northern Neck 
Free Health Clinic, Healthy 
Beginnings). How much of the 
county’s overall budget should 
go to these organizations and 
what non-profit organizations 

On the Ballot
Lancaster Board of Supervisors • District 2

Charlie CostelloErnest Palin 

Supervisor candidates sound off on housing, planning and growth

Letters to the Editor
Supporting Marsh
From George W. Townsend III
Montross

As an attorney practicing 
in the counties of the North-
ern Neck, I have often had the 
pleasant experience of dealing 
with Susan Marsh in her capac-
ity as chief deputy clerk of 
the Richmond County Circuit 
Court.

Mrs. Marsh has unfailingly 
demonstrated great knowledge 
and expertise in performing 
her duties related to a broad 
range of court functions. She is 
honest, hard-working, efficient, 
and always gives an extra effort 
to courteously assist the public. 
These uncommon traits have 
been the basis for her approach 
to her current job.

The citizens of Lancaster 
County would benefit greatly 
by her election to the position 
of circuit court clerk.

Marsh for Circuit 
Court clerk
From Alexander F. Dillard Jr.
Tappahannock

I am an attorney in Tappa-
hannock. During my 45 years 
of practice, I have become 
acquainted with most of the 
Circuit Court clerks and their 
assistants in the Northern Neck 
and Tidewater area. My good 
friend Susan Marsh, who is 
running for Circuit Court clerk 
in Lancaster County, is serving 
as a deputy in the Richmond 
County Circuit Court Clerk’s 
office.

The clerk’s job is a very 
responsible position and I can 
say without hesitation that 
Susan is not only well quali-
fied for the job, she also has 
the temperament to deal with 
the public and the court offi-
cials. Her honesty is beyond 
reproach. She is also a hard 

worker.
I urge the citizens of Lan-

caster County to give serious 
consideration to Susan Marsh 
when they go to the polls to 
vote.

Marsh for clerk
From C. Marshall Davison
Warsaw

As an assistant Circuit Court 
Clerk of Richmond County, 
Susan Marsh and I are well 
acquainted through my profes-
sion as a lawyer.

Susan and I have had legal 
business on a regular basis, 
and I have gotten to know her 
personally over the past several 
years.

She is very knowledgeable in 
her profession and a delight to 
deal with in the clerk’s office—
always courteous and efficient. 
Although I will be sorry to see  
her leave Richmond County to 
become clerk of the Lancaster 
County Circuit Court, Rich-
mond County’s loss will be 
Lancaster’s gain.

She will be a major asset as 
Clerk of Lancaster County Cir-
cuit Court. Although I cannot 
vote in Lancaster County, I 
will be practicing law in that 
jurisdiction, and Susan has my 
highest recommendation for 
clerk.

Please vote for Susan M. 
Marsh on November 6.

Mumford has 
experience
From Matson C. Terry II
and B.H.B. Hubbard III,
Irvington

We are writing in full support 
of the candidacy and election 
of Diane Mumford as Clerk 
of the Circuit Court of Lan-
caster County. We have worked 
closely with Mumford over the 
past 20 years and have found 
her to be not only personable 
but most professional. She is 
always helpful and willing to 
assist. She has the wonderful 

ability to calm waters which 
are often rough.

Mumford’s experience as the 
deputy clerk of the court will 
be invaluable for the future. 
She has worked closely with 
Connie Kennedy, the outgoing 
clerk, to modernize the clerk’s 
office with the result that the 
records are far more accessible 
to the public.

Diane Mumford comes from 
a family of dedicated public 
and community servants. Her 
father was a former sheriff of 
Lancaster County. Her mother 
was in the nursing profession 
and her husband is affiliated 
with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. We are confident that she 
will continue those fine tradi-
tions.

Haynie’s office  
is a model
From Carmella A. Ball, 
White Stone

I strongly recommend that 
the voters of Lancaster County 
re-elect Bonnie Haynie Lan-
caster County treasurer in 
November. She is a person of 
honesty and integrity whose 
innovative thinking and com-
mitment to public service make 
her the candidate who will best 

serve our citizens. 
Haynie received an account-

ing degree in 1986 and has 
worked for the people of Lan-
caster County for nine years. 
She served as accounts adminis-
trator for the Lancaster County 
administrator from 1998 until 
she was elected treasurer in 
November 2006. Since becom-
ing treasurer, she has worked 
to maintain the integrity of the 
office and to improve service to 
the public. 

Her office received good 
reports from state auditors for 
the fiscal year that ended in 
June. In that month, she estab-
lished a system to improve the 
work of the office by allowing 
citizens to make payments to 
the treasurer online, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, by 
credit or debit card. Local 
banks also transmit payments 
electronically through their 
online bill paying services.

Under her stewardship, 
employees in the treasurer’s 
office are friendly and help-
ful and the office is a model 
of efficiency and courtesy in 
public service. 

The people of Lancaster 
County will be well served 
by re-electing Bonnie Haynie 
county treasurer. 
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Thinking about Alaska?

www.citravel.com • kilmarnock@citravel.com

For more information, call (804) 435.2666

Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay
National Park (Cruising) • College Fjord (Cruising) • Anchorage

Thrill to white thunder in Glacier Bay; marvel at close-ups
of whales, eagles and caribou; delight in Mt. McKinley's
majesty. The grandeur and serenity of Alaska’s wilderness is
calling. Make your Alaska escape complete with Princess. 

INCLUDES RoundtripAir From Richmond!

Join Fellow Northern Neck
Adventurers on an Alaskan Cruise

June 16, 2008 • Island Princess
7 Days • Vancouver to Whittier
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Supervisor Palin is a dedicated, hardworking “family man” of honesty, 
humility, integrity and fairness who does his best to represent all 
citizens of District Two specifically, and all Citizens of Lancaster County 
as a whole.  Supervisor Palin deals with situations, problems, requests, 
and questions in a very fair and professional manner.  Supervisor 
Palin appreciates the citizens of Lancaster County sharing with him 
their concerns and what they believe the solutions to these concerns 
should be.  This helps Supervisor Palin to make decisions that he truly 
believes are best for Lancaster County.  Supervisor Palinʼs concerns for 
Lancaster County are controlled growth, affordable housing, additional 
jobs that pay good wages, and public access to the water.

On November 6, 2007, Re-Elect Ernest W. Palin, Jr. as your District Two 
representative to the Lancaster County Board of Supervisors.

Authorized by Ernest W. Palin, Jr. for Board of Supervisors
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compiled by 
Reid Pierce Armstrong

QUESTION: In your opinion, 
what is the single most impor-
tant responsibility of a school 
board member?

Cutler: The 
single most 
i m p o r t a n t 
responsibility of 
a school board 
member is to 
work effectively 

with his colleagues in the school 
board system to provide the best 
education possible for the chil-
dren. This objective requires 
honesty, integrity and openness 
with all members of the school 
system and with the public. It 
also requires an understanding 
of the duties, authority, laws 
and rules governing the school 
board and a deep commitment 
to support excellence in educa-
tion for all our children. The 
job is not easy. However, I will 
meet these requirements and 
do my best to achieve construc-
tive communication and debate 
not only among the members 
of the school board, but with 
the superintendent, members 
of the board of supervisors, the 
Parent/Teacher Association and 
the community.

Davis: I believe 
the single most 
i m p o r t a n t 
responsibility of 
a school board 
member would 
be to assist in 

the planning of establishing 
a school system that will best 
meet the needs of its students. 
Planning is also imperative 
in providing and establishing 
a rational finance and budget 
system. Planning is the founda-
tion of a strong system.

QUESTION: Name one 
change you would like to see 
in the Lancaster school district 
in the next four years. Why is 
that change important, and 
what actions would you as a 
school board member take to 
help make that happen during 
the upcoming term? 

Davis: The one 
change I would 
like to see imple-
mented would be 
to set forth more 
accountabil i ty 
for the school 

budget. I believe the school 
could do a better job in prioritiz-

ing its spending. Over the next 
four years, I will work towards 
allowing the budget to be more 
readily available to the public. I 
would hold administrators and 
staff accountable for all spend-
ing and work towards a goal 
of complete trust between the 
public and the school district.

Cutler: I would 
like to encour-
age the school 
board to consider 
the support of a 
parent /s tudent 
motivation pro-

gram. I am convinced that a 
major motivation for students 

On the Ballot
Lancaster School Board • District 2

Candidates cite budget woes as major challenge in upcoming term

Richard Cutler is a retired university professor and research 
scientist. He earned his bachelor’s in physics from Long 
Beach State College and his master’s and doctorate in bio-

physics from the University of Texas. 
He moved with his family to Lancaster County in 2006. 
His children, Ronnie, 11, and Roman, 6, both attend Lancaster 

public schools. 
The son of two educators, Cutler said his interest in the school 

board position was peaked after attending a recent school board 
meeting where he learned that Lancaster’s three schools must 
continually request additional operational funding. 

Among his goals for office, Cutler said he hopes to promote 
better communication between the school board, the superinten-
dent and the board of supervisors, as well as the students, teach-
ers and the general public.  

Ella Davis was born in Lancaster County and is a graduate 
of A.T. Wright High School in White Stone. 

She completed her studies at Virginia State College in 
Petersburg and later at Bronx Community College in New York.  

She has traveled extensively in the U.S., Europe, and the Carib-
bean. 

She has worked for the selective service, the IRS, the U.S. 
Department of Justice, the U.S. attorney’s office and EDNY in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

She returned to Lancaster after her retirement and has since 
been a substitute teacher and a volunteer. She has mentored with 
the Northern Neck Together program, CASA, the Northern Neck 
Free Health Clinic, SAIF Water, and is co-chairman of the dea-
con’s ministry at Willie Chapel Baptist Church. 

Ella DavisRichard Cutler

to do well in school comes 
from their parents. Parents play 
a critical role in the educa-
tion of their children by help-
ing them develop better study 
habits at home and to encour-
age them to discover that much 
of education today can be a 
very exciting and rewarding 
experience. Once students dis-
cover this phenomenon, then 
they often find that the more 
they know, the more they want 
to know. This forms the begin-
ning of a self-education path. 
I will take action as a member 
of the school board to explore 
the feasibility of a parent/stu-
dent motivation program to 

help direct more parents in this 
activity.

QUESTION: If elected, what 
do you foresee as your great-
est challenge in the next four 
years? 

Cutler: The 
greatest chal-
lenge I fore-
see in the next 
four years is to 
increase funding 
for programs that 

increase the quality and extent 
of education received by all the 
students attending our schools. 
The pay-off is better educated 
students that are more suc-
cessful, happy and productive 
citizens. However, excellence 
in education is expensive and 
hard work. I plan to do a lot of 
listening and asking questions 
realizing that as a new board 
member I will have much to 
learn before recommending 
any specific lines of action.  I 
plan to work hard to ensure the 
funds we have are being spent 
efficiently towards the goals 
important to our education 
system. I will also explore what 
action the school board could 
take to bring in additional 
funds from community, private 
and governmental sources.

Davis: My great-
est challenge as I 
foresee it, would 
be to establish 
an administra-
tive protocol as 
it relates to the 

school board, the superinten-
dent, principals, teachers, staff 
and the public. The school 
board must be accountable to 
the public for what goes on in 
the district.

QUESTION: What is Lan-
caster school district’s single 
greatest asset? How do you 
as a school board member 
propose to maintain and 
strengthen that asset in the 
next four years? 

Davis: There 
is no question 
about it, the 
students that 
attend Lancaster 
school district 
are its great-

est asset. I would propose to 
strengthen the ability of the 
school system to deliver the 
best possible education and 
educational opportunities to 
our students.

Cutler: I believe 
the greatest 
asset in Lan-
caster County 
school district 
is the diversity 
of its people. 

I have found that whether 
you are speaking to farmers, 
business persons or wealthy 
retired individuals, they all 
have a  broad knowledge of 
the history of our education 
system as well as current 
events in Lancaster County. 
Retired people that have no 
children attending school 
here are nevertheless inter-
ested in promoting excellence 
in education. These individu-
als are often highly educated 

in many different specialties. 
I propose to take advantage 
of this resource of talent and 
help direct it towards the 
general improvement of our 
school system.

Letters to the Editor
Supporting  
Mumford
From Diana Tyus Sadler,
Lancaster

I ask the citizens of Lan-
caster County to cast their 
votes for Diane H. Mumford to 
be our next circuit court clerk. I 
came to Lancaster County after 
working in the Hanover Circuit 
Court for over 13 years and 
have worked with Mumford in 
the circuit court clerk’s office 
here for almost six years. I feel 
that she is the best candidate to 
fill the position of clerk.

Most readers will probably 
need the services of our office at 
some time, perhaps to research  
your ancestors; record a deed; 
probate a will; take an oath to 
become a notary; obtain a mar-
riage license; or maybe just to 
come in and locate the name of 
someone who owns a particu-
lar piece of property. We can 
assist you in all of these things, 
in addition to the many other 
duties we perform.

Mumford is well orga-
nized and knowledgeable in 
all aspects of the office and is 
capable of maintaining the cur-
rent level of efficiency and ser-
vice that all of you have come 
to expect from us. I consider 
it a privilege to work for our 
current clerk, Connie Ken-
nedy, and will miss her when 
she retires, but I know that, 
if elected, Diane Mumford is 
quite capable of taking over 
the reins and will be able to run 
things smoothly starting Janu-
ary 1.

In conclusion, I would like 
to address the subject of the 
revenue generated by pass-
port processing, which was 
brought up by both candidates 
in the October 18 issue of the 
Record. The Department of 
Judicial Services Miscella-
neous Procedures Manual for 
2007 states this about the $30 
clerk’s fee, which is collected 
each time a passport is pro-
cessed, “Clerk has no authority 
to submit such fees directly to 
local government to help offset 
office expenses and salaries.” 
Those fees are not collected for 
the county, but are sent directly 
to the Treasurer of Virginia on 
a bi-weekly basis.

Candidate Letters
No letters endorsing 

candidates or   comment-
ing on the upcoming 
election will be published 
November 1, the Thursday 
before the election.

however, candidates 
may respond to letters 
published in this week’s 
Opinion section. 

Re-elect
Sheriff Crockett
From John H. Chichester,
Reedville

I join the long list of support-
ers who have endorsed the re-
election of Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett.

Throughout his tenure as 
sheriff, Ronnie Crockett has 
served Lancaster County with 
extreme competence and pro-
fessionalism. He has been an 
enormous help to me, during 
my years as a member of the 
Senate, by keeping me apprised 
of problems that exist in law 
enforcement and helping me 
with legislation to make the 
necessary improvements.

When he was president of the 
Virginia Sheriffs’ Association, 
Sheriff Crockett’s goal was to 
establish a career development 
program for deputy sheriffs 
throughout the Commonwealth. 
This was a daunting task 
because of poor compensation 
within the sheriff ’s depart-
ments, but Sheriff Crockett was 
determined and, in due course, 
this became a reality. Profes-
sionalism within the ranks of 
the sheriff ’s department is vital 
and, at last, we have been able 

to establish compensation to 
accompany it.

The residents of Lancaster 
County are fortunate to have a 
man of such dedication serv-
ing as sheriff, and I hope that 
it will be your pleasure to vote 
to re-elect Sheriff Crockett and 
afford him the opportunity to 
continue his public service.

Crockett  
for sheriff
From C.J. “Van”  
VanLandingham,
Ottoman

I have worked with the Vir-
ginia Department of Health for 
35 years and have been a resident 
of Lancaster County for most of 
those years. I have known Sheriff 
Crockett since he was first elected 
in 1984.

I known Ronnie Crockett to be 
a dedicated public official, active 
in all aspects of the sheriff’s 
office and always available when 
needed.

Early in 2000, Sheriff Crockett 
organized the Sheriff’s Advisory 
Council to establish an outreach 
program that would enable him 
to communicate directly and 
regularly with county citizens on 
matters of importance. As estab-
lished by the sheriff, the council 
includes more than 30 individu-
als who represent all sections and 
segments of the county. I have 
been a member of the council 
since its founding and am hon-
ored to serve as chairman for the 
past two years.

Later in 2000, Sheriff Crockett 
joined representatives of the Vir-
ginia Attorney General’s office 
and the Chesapeake Agency on 
Aging to sign a Triad Coopera-
tive Agreement which provided 
for the establishment of a SALT 
Committee (Seniors and Law 
Together), another outreach pro-
gram to provide direct communi-
cation with senior citizens.

Perhaps the best known pro-
gram in the sheriff’s office is 
the Deputy Santa Program initi-
ated by Sheriff Crockett in 1999. 
The program is now a combined 
effort of the sheriff and his depu-
ties, members of the Sheriff 
Association Council, numerous 
generous individuals and busi-
nesses and several local churches. 
The Deputy Santa Program deliv-

ered toys, food, clothes and warm 
Christmas greetings to more than 
150 children in Lancaster County 
last Christmas.

The programs I have men-
tioned are representative, but not 
all-inclusive, of the activities initi-
ated on your behalf of the sheriff’s 
office. We need to keep Crockett 
for sheriff.

Vote for a  
true leader
From Henry S. Cathey Jr., 
Lancaster

The demographics of Lan-
caster County are changing 
quickly. We will soon have 
“Big Box” stores which will 
attract customers from inside 
and outside the county. More 
people, more traffic and the 
potential for more crime.

At this time we need proven 
leadership at the Lancaster 
Sheriff’s department. We 
have that person. He is Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett. Sher-
iff Crockett is known and 
respected by federal, state and 
county law enforcement. He is 
past president of the Virginia 
Sheriff Association. 

I am voting for Sheriff 
Crockett because he is a man 
of vision, character, dedication 
to duty and a true leader. I urge 
my fellow citizens to also vote 
for Sheriff Crockett.
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She says what she thinks.
She does what she says.

Paid for by and authorized by Friends of Pamela Russell
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Mark Gates taught school in Northumberland County for 
10 years.  He worked in manufacturing as a production 
manager for 13 years.  He recently returned to the class-

room in Lancaster County, and is in his second year there.  
Gates earned his undergraduate degree in business manage-

ment and administration from Indiana University, and his master’s 
in middle school administration from The College of William and 
Mary. 

Gates has been married for 26 years and has raised three boys 
in Northumberland County.  

He is an amateur musician, active in his church and an avid 
runner.  He enjoys reading and playing with his two dogs.

Lee Scripture was born April 2, 1935, in Washington, 
D.C., and was educated in the public schools of Arlington 
County. He graduated from Virginia Tech with a bachelor’s 

in agriculture. 
He served two tours of active duty in the Army, one 14-month 

peace time tour in Korea and 19 months in Vietnam where he 
was awarded the Purple Heart, a Bronze Star and the Army Com-
mendation Medal. 

He worked for the Commonwealth of Virginia as a dairy bac-
teriologist, agricultural chemist and weights and measurements 
inspector. 

He left his work with the Commonwealth to study religion and 
later received his master’s in divinity from Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Scripture moved to Northumberland in 1983 as pastor of Wic-
omico Baptist Church in Remo. He has held several part-time 
jobs and is currently the postmaster in Morattico. 

He is married to the former Sandra Coghill and they have four 
children plus two foster children, all of whom graduated from 
Northumberland County schools. 

compiled by
 Reid Pierce Armstrong

QUESTION: In your opinion, 
what is the single most impor-
tant responsibility of a school 
board member?

Scripture: Based 
on my experi-
ence, I believe the 
most important is 
the hiring, train-
ing and retaining 
of good teachers. 

Today, those teachers choos-
ing not to continue and those at 
the point of retirement greatly 
outnumber the ones entering 
the field of public education. 
Competition for good teach-
ers is now conducted on the 
national level. While we have 
had some success in the past, 
each year we must go further 
afield. Hiring doesn’t end the 
quest. Those new teachers 
must be evaluated and trained 
into the type of educators our 
school system needs.

Teachers today need to be 
motivators, and encouragers of 
young people who will be suc-
cessful at finding employment 
and at life itself. Our task as a 
school board is to retain those 
teachers we feel are getting that 
job done. Test scores are impor-
tant, but the citizens Northum-
berland County produces  are 
by far more important.

Gates: The single 
most important 
job of the school 
board is to hire the 
staff to achieve 
the goals of the 
school board.  

Our job is to listen to the public 
and our own experience to set 
the goals for the school system, 
and to find the right people to 
do the job.  We must further 
make the job attractive enough 
to keep the best people working 
for our students.

QUESTION: Name one 
change you would like to see 
in the Northumberland school 
district in the next four years. 
Why is that change important, 
and what actions would you as 
a school board member take to 
help make that happen during 
the upcoming term? 

Gates: One 
change that I 
would like to 
see in the school 
system in the 
next four years 
is increased cur-

riculum choices.  We should 
be looking to give our stu-
dents a well rounded educa-
tion, and we must give them 
additional class choices in 
language, music, and  the 
arts. Creativity is important 
in today’s world, and we need 
to appeal to students interests 
to  foster the love of learning 
and creativity.

Scripture: When 
“No Child Left 
Behind” legisla-
tion was passed, 
for the first time 
in the history of 
public educa-

tion, school boards were man-
dated to see that every child 
was successful. It seems to me 
a failure that such a law was 
needed. When the Standards of 
Learning tests were introduced, 
school systems were told that 
passing was 75 percent. Pass-
ing that three-quarters was 
enough for me.

We have a nationally recog-
nized program called “Read-
ing Partners.” Now we need to 
go farther for those who have 
dropped by the wayside. The 
hiring this year of a math spe-
cialist is one step. More needs 
to be done. Our nation can no 
longer afford to say 75 percent 
is O.K., 90 percent is great. 
We need to say 100 percent 

is our goal, not because it is 
legislated but because we care 
and every child must have an 
opportunity.

We must evaluate new pro-
grams and aggressively seek 
those that will bring positive 
results for the lower quartile 
of our student body. Our major 
emphasis must be, not to ignore 
the successes we have had with 
the upper students, but to lift up 
those who are still struggling to 
be successful.

QUESTION: If elected, what 
do you foresee as your great-
est challenge in the next four 
years? 

Scripture: The 
greatest chal-
lenge, regardless 
of our successes, 
is to continue to 
push. Education 
is a never-ending 

task. Our schools have made 

On the Ballot
Northumberland School Board • District 4

Lee ScriptureMark Gates

tremendous strides in all 
areas. Test scores, graduation 
rates, those attending institu-
tions of higher learning are all 
on the rise. Nevertheless, time 
spent patting ourselves on the 
back is better spent providing 
every student entrusted to us 
the best education possible.

The goal is to graduate 
every young person with an 
equal opportunity for success 
in life, no matter the road 
he/she chooses. As chairman 
over the past several years, 
it has been my joy to award 
graduation diplomas. It is a 
time when I feel great pride 
in the accomplishments of 
those who cross that stage. 
However, it is also a time of 
sadness, for I realize all who 
could be there are not. That 
will be our greatest challenge, 
not for the next four years, but 
as long as we operate a school 
system.

Gates: The great-
est challenge 
in the next four 
years is to moti-
vate the lower 
achievers to reach 
their individual 

potential.  Technology, addi-
tional tutoring, peer tutoring, 
and early intervention strate-
gies are excellent tools to reach 
these students; however,  the 
teachers, parents, and commu-
nities interest and involvement 
will make the difference. 

QUESTION: What is Nor-
thumberland school district’s 
single greatest asset? How do 
you as a school board member 
propose to maintain and 
strengthen that asset in the 
next four years?

Gates: Northum-
ber land school 
district’s single 
greatest asset 
is their highly 
qualified staff.  
As a parent of 

three boys who went through 
the system, I was constantly 
impressed with the quality 
and interest of the teachers 
and the supportive staff.  The 
county is lucky to have such 
individuals,  but we must  work 
to keep them here, and continue 
to make  our hiring package 
attractive  and competitive. 

Scripture: The 
district’s great-
est asset is its 
people. Watching 
our staff work 
with students, 
even those who 

don’t want to be helped, is 
one of the greatest wonders to 
watch. Does this mean I want 
more money for our staff? Of 
course. 

Volunteers are also an inte-
gral part of our education 
system. These individuals have 
educated their families, earned 
their living, retired. Instead of 
taking life easy, they reach out, 
teaching students the basics 
and giving students a sense of 
who they are and can become. 

Other school systems have 
their success stories; ours has 
been and will continue to be 
the people who work and vol-
unteer within our schools.

Teacher, reverend face off in Northumberland election

Letters to the Editor
Supporting 
Harcum
From Virginia Parks,
Morattico

Citizens of Lancaster County, 
it is time for a change. It is time 
to elect Walter Harcum for 
Sheriff.

Many who have written let-
ters in favor of Ronnie Crock-
ett have stated that they do not 
know Walter Harcum and many 
readers only know what is writ-
ten in the paper. Some who have 
written letters have accused 
Harcum of running a negative 
campaign and being dishonest 
in one way or another. The only 
negativity that I have heard is 
coming from the supporters 
of Ronnie Crockett, whether it 
is in the community or in the 
paper.

Harcum loves and cares for 
his family and friends and the 
citizens of the county. He was 
a leading force in the sheriff ’s 
department for 27 years. He 
organized Citizens Against 
Crime which led to the Neigh-
borhood Watch Program in 
Lancaster County. He became 
certified to teach D.A.R.E. to 
county students. While on duty 
he was often seen by school 
employees and students driv-
ing through the parking lots to 
ensure their safety. 

He also worked hard to 
get the sheriff ’s department 
accredited by the Virginia Law 
Enforcement Professional 
Standards Commission, only 
to have the sheriff lose it due 
to lack of effort to find another 
shooting range for the officers 
to qualify.

While sitting at my grand-
daughter’s softball game this 
past spring in a neighboring 
county, I overheard an off-duty 
officer of Lancaster County say, 

“We are not like the officers in 
this county. When they get a 
call, they race to it. When we 
(Lancaster) get a call we wait 
a while to respond. We wait to 
see if it settles on its own.”

That was very disturbing to 
hear and even more disturbing 
to know that is allowed.

From firsthand experience 
this is what our current sheriff ’s 
philosophy is as well. When 
my husband and I were having 
problems with someone steal-
ing from us, Sheriff Crockett 
told me in my driveway that 
there was nothing he could do.

Crime in Lancaster County is 
increasing and I want to know 
that I am going to be protected 
and the officers that protect me 
will be educated and updated 
on the latest tactics and be 
armed with the latest equip-
ment and competent in their 
job, and be held accountable if 
they are not.

I can tell the people of Lan-
caster County that Walter 
Harcum will be out at the crime 
scenes, in the schools, and in 
the community as a leading 
force to keep the people of 
Lancaster County safe. Walter 
Harcum deserves your vote.

Harcum will be a 
working sheriff
From Alfred O’Daire Sr.,
Lancaster

Walter E. Harcum is on the  
November 6 ballot for sheriff 
of Lancaster County. Harcum 
is a highly experienced law 
enforcement officer. He served 
with the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s office for 27 years 
before his retirement. During 
this time he worked correc-
tions, the radio room, as a patrol 
officer and as executive officer 
in charge of the patrol division. 

He is highly experienced in all 
these positions.

Harcum was certified as 
a state assessor and agency 
accreditation manager by the 
Virginia law enforcement 
professional standards com-
mission. He also served as an 
instructor for the police acad-
emy.

Harcum will be a work-
ing sheriff dedicated to law 
enforcement and to work-
ing hard to keep Lancaster 
County a safe place to make 
a home. Vote for Walter 
Harcum for sheriff of Lan-
caster County.

Grigsby for  
treasurer
From Sandra Matthews, 
Irvington

Lindy Grigsby is a life-
long resident of the Northern 
Neck. She has been a member 
of the school board and has a 
son attending Lancaster High 
School. Grigsby is currently 
employed by Chesapeake 
Bank maintaining computer 
files on community reinvest-
ments, escrow payments, 
credit verification and mort-
gage statements. She has 
continued her education in 
banking and finance with the 
American Banking Institute.

She is also a board member 
of the Community Planning 
Management Team, a sup-
porter and former Hospice 
volunteer and a member of 
the Northern Neck Land Con-
servancy.

She has shown through her 
many involvements to be a 
loyal, honest, dependable and 
conscientious person with 
integrity you can rely on. 
I am proud to know Lindy 
Grigsby.



Rappahannock Record  •  Kilmarnock, VA   •  October 25, 2007  •  A9

���������

����������
��������
�����������

������������
� � ������������
� � � � � �����������
������������������������������������

�������������������

�����������������������
�������������������������������������������

������������������

����������������������������

����������������

���������������������������������
������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������

��������������
��������������
���������������
����������������
�������������
�������

���������������������������������������������������
������������������������

�����������������������
���������������������������

������������������������������

������������������������

������������������

�������������������������������
��������������������������

���������������������������

��������������������������������������������������

������������

��������

�����������������

������������������

Pamela Carol Russell was born and raised in District 4 of 
Northumberland County. She graduated from Northumber-
land High School and has raised two children who have also 

received their education in the county’s public schools.
Russell’s roots are deep in Northumberland County heritage 

and commerce. After completing undergraduate school at the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville, she returned to Northum-
berland County and ran the family oyster business in Mila for 
over ten years. 

Following the demise of the wholesale oyster processing indus-
try, she worked locally as a social worker, counselor, and director 
of the area’s battered women’s shelter. After experience in the 
local courts as an advocate for women and children for more than 
10 years, she graduated from the TC Williams School of Law at 
the University of Richmond. 

She is an associate attorney at the law firm of Breeden and 
Breeden in Irvington focusing on family law issues.

Tommy Tomlin lives in the Wicomico Church/Sandy Point 
area with his wife, the former Elise Dameron of Mila, and 
their 13-year-old daughter, Rachel, who is an eighth-grader 

at the Northumberland Middle School.
Tomlin graduated from Northumberland High School in 1975, 

received his bachelor’s in political science from Randolph-Macon 
College in 1981 and was awarded a Juris Doctor from George 
Mason School of Law in 1984.

He has been employed as a juvenile probation officer with the 
Department of Juvenile Justice since 1992.

Tomlin served on the Northumberland board of supervisors 
from 1996 to 2003, the last two years as vice-chairman. He was 
the board’s representative, at various times,  to the Northum-
berland planning commission, Northumberland board of social 
services, the legislative liaison to the Virginia Association  of 
Counties (VACO) and the Northumberland County Community 
Policy and Management Team for the Comprehensive Service 
Act for At-Risk Youth and Families.

compiled by  
Reid Pierce Armstrong

QUESTION: What are the 
three most pressing changes 
that need to be made, if any? 
What kind of timeline do you 
believe is realistic for adopt-
ing changes to the zoning 
ordinance? 

Russell: Despite 
recent impas-
sioned rhetoric, 
zoning restric-
tions do not take 
away property 
rights. They pro-

tect property values and the 
quiet enjoyment of property 
from short term profit taking. 
Significant change in use of a 
single piece of property will 
ruin a neighborhood. 

My record reflects my 
staunch support of zoning 
changes in compliance with, 
not only the letter, but the 
spirit of, our comprehensive 
plan.

I believe that the 3 most 
pressing changes needed to 
the county’s zoning code are:

1) Revision of the permit-
ted uses in the zoning dis-
tricts. These are needed to 
protect the community from 
unexpected and out of char-
acter uses which can change 
a neighborhood and take 
away the quiet enjoyment of 
your property. An example is 
construction of a large scale 
machinery sales center next 
door to a farmland area or 
single family homes. This 
use is currently permitted by 
right in the A-1 district along 
with 65 other uses, many 
even more egregious.

2) Revision of the subdivi-
sion ordinance. Northumber-
land is fast losing her large 
farms and forested tracts of 
land. Although not as criti-
cal for tracts of land under 
50 acres, the subdivision 
ordinances need to encour-
age development on larger 
tracts to cluster the housing 
into one area and retain the 
remainder in open, forested 
and farmed green spaces. 
This will help retain the rural 
nature and productive farm-
lands of the county. 

3) Enactment of a highway 
corridor overlay along Rt. 
360 and Rt. 200, our major 
corridors. Less drastic than 
proposals in neighboring 
counties, the Northumber-
land proposal would moder-
ately limit setbacks from the 
highways for businesses but 
require screening by native 
shrubs and trees available at 
little or no cost from public 
sources. This would protect 
the rural countryside vista 
while allowing the business 
development needed by the 
local economy.

Tomlin: One, 
Article X-Spe-
cial Exceptions 
are “. . . uses 
deemed to be of 
special nature 
and may be 

approved or denied as to loca-
tion and subject to any condi-
tion by the governing body, 
regardless of zoning district. 
(My emphasis). A landowner 
or prospective landowner can 
determine how the property 
is zoned and the uses allowed 
by right or by conditional use 
in that particular zone.  How-
ever, unless the person fur-
ther looks under Article X, 
they will miss 39 other uses 
that could occur.

I feel that Article X should 
be deleted in its entirety and 
these uses then be added to 
the other zoning districts 
or deleted altogether.  This 
would require the appropri-
ate discussion about what 
uses should be allowed in the 
County, where in the County 
and whether by right or as a 
conditional use with a public 
hearing.  Furthermore, this 
decision process would be 
helpful in reviewing the other 
zoning district uses.

Two, many of the uses 
allowed in the zoning ordi-
nance are not defined.  The 
failure to provide a definition 
means that the common usage 
of that use is then allowed.   

Third, after completing the 
above two items, the uses 
allowed in each of the zoning 
districts should be reviewed, 
again, with the question to be 
asked is whether the use should 
be allowed at all, if so, then by 
right or by conditional use with 
a public hearing.  

This review will not be a 
quick process and should not 
be rushed.  The last effort on 
June 21, 2007, shows what 
happens when too much is 
tried to be done too quickly 
and without the allowance for 
the citizens to have sufficient 
time to review, comment and 
understand the changes. This 

process could easily take 
between one to two years 
depending upon the compre-
hensiveness of the changes 
and citizen comments. 

QUESTION: Does Northum-
berland County need paid 
rescue and/or fire person-
nel? If paid personnel are 
not needed, how do you 
propose to increase volun-
teerism to meet demand?

Tomlin: I do 
not feel paid 
personnel for 
rescue and/or 
fire are needed 
at the present 
time. However, 

we are closer to paid rescue 
than fire.
Volunteerism is to be encour-
aged primarily by the vol-
unteer rescue squads and 
fire departments themselves 
since they will be the ones 
involved with the selection, 
training and working with 
the volunteers.  Northumber-
land County also provides a 
token of appreciation by not 
requiring a volunteer with the 
rescue squads or fire depart-
ments to have to pay for the 
County “sticker” tax on their 
personnel vehicle. 

Any decision to go to a 
paid rescue/fire services 
should be considered very 
carefully with input from all 
involved. If the service does 
not proved 24/7 coverage, 
then the impact on the vol-
unteers who would have to 
cover the off hours should be 
considered.  Morale, recruit-
ment and retention would 
mostly likely be impacted 
negatively.  

Russell: Nor-
t h u m b e r l a n d 
County does 
not need paid 
fire and rescue 
personnel right 
now. We have 

an excellent force of volun-
teer personnel who are doing 
an exemplary job and who 
are a credit to the commu-
nity. Although there may be 
need for additional substa-
tions, with the support of the 
county, this need should be 
able to be met within the next 
few years within the existing 
organizations. 

Additionally, the exist-
ing fire and rescue equip-
ment is owned by non-profit 
emergency organizations - 
not the county. The start up 
cost alone of equipping and  
implementing a paid force of 
either fire or rescue service is 
far beyond the means of the 
county’s current resources 

without a major and long 
term increase in local taxes. 

Recent statistics show that 
the firefighter and paramedic 
courses offered in the schools 
are producing a new genera-
tion of volunteers. Many of 
these young men and women 
will soon be available for full 
service and  supplement our 
current volunteer force.

QUESTION: Please explain 
your view on providing 
taxpayer dollars to fund 
non-profit organizations that 
serve a small percentage 
of the county’s citizens (i.e. 
Bay Transit, NN Free Health 
Clinic, Healthy Beginnings). 
How much of the county’s 
overall budget should go 
to these organizations and 
what non-profit organiza-
tions should qualify?

Russell: Provid-
ing tax payer 
dollars to non-
profit organiza-
tions for services 
is one of the best 
investments the 

county makes and the best 
“bang for the buck” the tax-
payer gets. Numerous citi-
zens are served at a fraction 
of the actual cost and, if not 
provided by non-profits, the 
tax payer would most likely 
be funding the services at a 
greater cost through other 
local, state, or federal gov-
ernment programs. As to 
what non-profits should 
qualify and what percent-
age of the budget should be 
applied, I can not answer that 
question. To date, there has 
not been a request which was 
not justif ied by the number of 
significant services provided 
to Northumberland residents. 
I invite the public to review 
the budget, the funding to 
non-profits provided, and the 
services received and help 
make that decision.

Tomlin: I do not 
favor giving large 
amounts of tax-
payer dollars to 
non-profit orga-
nizations (or non-
g ov e r n m e n t a l 

entities in state government lan-
guage). Taxpayers do not give 
monies to the county freely and 
voluntarily but under the pos-
sibility of legal consequences 
for the failure to do so. I feel 
that monies given to non-profit 
organizations should be done 
when the non-profit is doing or 
can do a governmental service 
at a savings to the taxpayers 
and/or with greater speed and 
efficiency.  
I cannot be specific as to how 

Tommy Tomlin Pamela Russell

On the Ballot
Northumberland Board of Supervisors • District 4

District 4 candidates eye needed zoning changes
much of the budget should be 
given to non-profit organiza-
tions since this could vary with 
services offered.  The non-
profit organizations that would 
qualify would depend upon 
their experiences in the service 
area, any prior experience in 
the County, and any prior suc-
cesses and/or failures and why.

QUESTION: If you had 
$1,000 to contribute into 
your choice of any single 
budget line item, what would 
that be and why?

Tomlin: Lan-
caster Public 
Library Storymo-
bile, which is a 
year round trav-
eling library van 
that reaches into 

Lancaster and Northumber-
land Counties offering read-
ing programs to pre-school 
children during the school 
year and all ages during the 
summer months.  This would 
not affect any current programs 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library.

Russell: There 
are many places 
in the county 
budget where 
additional fund-
ing would pro-
duce valuable 

benefits. Unfortunately, they 
can’t be funded now with-
out raising taxes. If I had an 
additional $1,000, I would 
use it to provide more public 
water access, ideally through 
creation of small parks using 
donated land.

QUESTION: If you had to 
remove $1,000 from your 
choice of any single budget 
line item, what would that be 
and why? 

Russell: The Board 
of Supervisors has 
limited funding to 
the county’s criti-
cal needs. Recent 
state “cost cut-
ting” simply trans-

ferred state cost responsibilities 
to county taxpayers but didn’t 
allow the county to properly con-
trol those costs. Reductions in 
the county budget need to come 
from restoring state responsibili-
ties to the state budget.

Tomlin: I would 
remove $1,000 
from the Board 
of Supervisors’ 
salaries.  The 
Board just this 
year increased its 

salary from $4,000 to $6,000.  
This cut would result in a 
$200 cut in individual Board 
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ReArrangements
Room makeovers.

Your things.
Your space.

Irvington Office
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Richmond Office
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Ronnie Jett was born and raised in the Ophelia area of Hack’s 
Neck where he still resides with his wife, Linda, their two 
daughters, Carrie and Kelly, and their three dogs. 

Jett served on the board of supervisors for almost 12 years 
employing the “Common Sense” approach of, “Do the most good 
for the greatest number of people,” which is the motto of the Nor-
thumberland Rescue Squad where he volunteered for almost 25 
years. He is currently captain of the rescue squad and also volun-
teers with the Fairfield’s Fire Department where he serves on the 
board of directors.  

As a supervisor, Jett serves on the board of directors at the 
Northern Neck Regional Jail in Warsaw.

Jett owns Smith Point Seafood which is known as Cockrell’s 
Creek Seafood & Deli, a company he and his father started 22 
years ago in Ophelia, now located in Reedville. 

Dick Saxer of Reedville, a native of New Jersey, moved to 
the county 12 years ago.

A retired school superintendent and college professor, 
Saxer has served on the board of the Northumberland Public 
Library and the board of the Center for the Arts, where he is 
first vice-president. He also is a member of the Northumberland 
Lions Club, having served twice as president.

Saxer has held the following positions: high school teacher 
of social studies, English and drama, elementary school princi-
pal, director of an “Innovations in Education” program in social 
studies, superintendent of Manchester Township, N.J., schools, 
associate professor and chairman of the Education Department 
at Monmouth University, chairman of the board of the N.J. Gov-
ernor’s School, member of N.J. Board of Examiners, founder and 
chairman of the board of Jane Addams Day Care Center, council-
man in Pine Beach, N.J., and chairman of the N.J. Association of 
College Education Professors.

He is married to Sandy, a former kindergarten teacher, father to 
three children and the grandfather of four girls.

compiled by 
Reid Pierce Armstrong

QUESTION: What are the 
three most pressing changes 
that need to be made to the 
zoning ordinance, if any? Be 
specific about the changes you 
propose and explain why you 
think these particular sec-
tions of the code need to be 
addressed. What kind of time-
line do you believe is realistic 
for adopting changes to the 
zoning ordinance? 

Saxer: It is a 
given to say that 
most residents 
would like to see 
Northumberland 
County keep its 
unique identity 

and way of life. 
Unless we want things to 

change drastically, we have to 
rethink and revise a zoning code 
that has basically stayed the 
same since 1974. The village 
concept, containing small busi-
ness growth, along with farms 
and wooded areas between vil-
lages, would certainly be more 
aesthetic than what we see in 
Gloucester or Tappahannock.

With that in mind, we should 
look at the following: 

A. Agricultural District A-1 - 
Presently there are sixty-seven 
“by right” uses and eighteen 
uses allowed with a conditional 
use permit. Yet if we read the 
purpose of the Agricultural 
District, we see that most of the 
uses do not “facilitate existing 
or future farm operations, con-
serve natural resources, reduce 
soil erosion”, etc.  I would seek 
to remove, after much discus-
sion by ALL concerned, those 
uses not in keeping with the 
stated purpose, such as hotels 
and motels, barber and beauty 
shops, service stations, auto 
sales and service, plumbing 
and electrical supply, etc. It 
should be noted that if any per-
mitted use is now in operation, 
it would not be affected by the 
change.

B. I believe Article X, “Spe-
cial Exceptions,” should con-
tain exceptions for specific 
zones, not all zones in general. 
For example, of the thirty-nine 
uses, gas manufacturing, junk-
yards, public billiard parlors 
and the like, should not be per-
mitted in any residential zone.

C. Article X - Residential 
waterfront also contains uses 
which are not in keeping with 
the stated purpose of the zone, 
i.e., grain elevators, commer-
cial nurseries and greenhouses 
and sand and gravel pits. 

  The above may seem like 
superficial suggestions on 
zoning changes, but when we 
are specific about uses, we can 
set about the particulars, such 
as creating new zones for uses 
deleted from existing zones, 
setbacks, densities and other 
regulations.

Jett: The zoning 
ordinance is a 
1974 ordinance 
that we are trying 
to use in 2007.  

The three most 
pressing changes 

that need to be made to the 
ordinance are updates on the 
permitted uses in each dis-
trict, updated definitions and 
updated intents or objectives to 
correspond to the revised Com-
prehensive Plan.  

(1) Most of the permitted 
uses do not follow the current 
intent for each of the districts 
and the permitted uses need to 
follow the overall comprehen-
sive plan. 

(2) Definitions are important 
because how words are defined 
can change the whole mean-
ing.  An example in the cur-
rent ordinance would be where 
it lists boat building as a per-
mitted use.  The intent is clear 
that this was meant for small 
landowner to build two or three 
boats a year but if a company 
like Boston Whaler wanted to 
locate a plant here, produc-
ing 200 boats a day, it would 
be permitted by right because 
the scale of this business is not 
determined in the definition.  A 
clear definition will enable the 
county to better serve the appli-
cant and citizens on what can 
or cannot be done in a given 
district.  

(3) The comprehensive plan 
was adopted with specific 
growth and business areas.  
The zoning ordinance is used 
as a tool to implement the com-
prehensive plan and we need 
to make the necessary changes 
in the zoning to make it more 
compatible to the comprehen-
sive plan.  

We have tried to complete 
updates “in-house” rather than 
using an outside consultant 
because our staff has a better 
feel on local issues and what 
will work with the citizens. 
This however takes longer 
because of other responsibili-
ties by staff.  We do not want to 
force extreme hardship on the 

property owners in the county 
but at the same time we need an 
ordinance that will work with 
everyone. 

QUESTION: Does Northum-
berland County need paid 
rescue and/or fire person-
nel? If paid personnel are not 
needed, how do you propose to 
increase volunteerism to meet 
demand?

Jett: No, not at 
the same time, I 
believe Northum-
berland County is 
very unique that it 
has so many vol-
unteers ready to 

respond in an emergency, day 
or night, many with full times 
jobs and many retirees who at 
times carry the load, especially 
in the Rescue Squad. The Fire 
Department is a younger per-
son’s game, as more physical 
ability is needed, therefore a 
high percentage have full time 
jobs where their employers 
allow them to go at times when 
needed. We are in a constant 
mode of spreading the word 
of our need for more help, also 
there is a senate bill to be intro-
duced this year to give a $3,000 
state tax credit to all volunteers 
and have the state pay for all 
required training.

Saxer: Although 
paid profession-
als would be won-
derful, I do not 
believe county 
taxpayers could 
afford such a pro-

gram at the present time. 
At the same time, I under-

stand that it is getting more and 
more difficult to attract volun-
teers. There might be certain 
incentives, such as tax relief 
or a per-call stipend that might 
attract new volunteers and also 
be applied to existing person-
nel. The recent program of 
recruiting  younger people to 
the fire departments through an 
educational program is a great 
innovative idea.

Certain areas, such as Ophe-

lia and Heathsville, need closer 
fire coverage. A proposal was 
made to the Board of Supervi-
sors a year and a half ago, con-
cerning Heathsville. The cost 
was estimated at $500,000. 
However, it could now be done 
for around $60,000.

 The Board should be open to 
all ideas and suggestion and, at 
least, consider them.

QUESTION: Please explain 
your view on providing tax-
payer dollars to fund non-profit 
organizations that serve a 
small percentage of the coun-
ty’s citizens (i.e. Bay Transit, 
NN Free Health Clinic, Healthy 
Beginnings). How much of the 
county’s overall budget should 
go to these organizations and 
what non-profit organizations 
should qualify? 

Saxer: I believe 
that the county 
should help those 
who truly cannot 
help themselves, 
as well as support 
certain programs 

which benefit the entire county 
population, such as Bay Transit. 
This should be done to a reason-
able degree.

The figures in the 2007-2008 
budget for these programs are 
reasonable. Budget requests from 
those mentioned in the question, 
as well as Social Services, Bay 
Aging and The Haven, were 
honored.

I am not prepared to say what 
portion of the budget should 
help support these organizations, 
except to say that the present 
level seems to be fair. Circum-
stances change from year to year 
and the board should consider 
any reasonable request, as long 
as a good case is made for tax-
payers’ money being used.

Jett: Taxpayer 
dollars need to 
be spent wisely 
whatever they are 
meant for.  My 
main goal is to see 
that the money 

is spent for the people that it 
was intended for.  Administra-
tion cost needs to be monitored 
closely and not to absorb the 
funding intended for the good 
of the people.

QUESTION:. If you had $1,000 
to contribute into your choice 
of any single budget line item, 
what would that be and why? 

Jett: An extra 
$1,000 is not 
much in a $30 
million budget, 
although the local 
Girl and Boy 
Scouts come to 
mind as they do 

an awful amount of good in the 
county with no financial sup-
port from the county. 

Saxer: I would 
contribute $1,000 
to the recreation 
line item to help 
pay fees for chil-
dren from families 
who cannot afford 

to do so themselves. This could 
help augment the YMCA’s 
“scholarship fund.”

QUESTION:. If you had to 
remove $1,000 from your 
choice of any single budget 
line item, what would that be 
and why? Please be specific.

Saxer: I would 
remove not 
$1,000, but 
$5,112 from Line 
item 1101 - Board 
of Supervisors, by 
declining hospi-

talization coverage that is pro-
vided to the Supervisors.         

Jett: I don’t know 
where I would 
take another 
$1,000 out the 
County budget. 
We discuss many 
line items and I 

feel that we fund only the ones 
justified; we do not make cuts 
just anywhere. We request 
information on anything that is 
not clear.

On the Ballot
Northumberland Board of Supervisors • District 5

Dick SaxerRonnie Jett

Candidates offer alternatives to paid fire and rescue
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Letters to the Editor

Support Schmidt 
and Thomas
From Frederick H. Ajootian,
White Stone

Our county has benefited 
from the long, skilled and faith-
ful services of Jeff Schmidt as 
Commonwealth’s attorney and 
Sonny Thomas as collector of 
revenue.

I hope both these gentlemen 
will receive a strong vote of 
confidence in the November 
election.

Vote for Costello
From Janice M. Fadely,
Lancaster

On the District Two Lancaster 
Board of Supervisors’ ballot, 
two names will appear: Charles 
Costello and Ernest  Palin. If 
you love living in Lancaster 
County and fervently want it to 
remain a rural area with limited 
growth, vote for Costello. His 
positions on these issues have 
been stated repeatedly as he 
has voiced his suggestions and 
concerns at almost every plan-
ning commission meeting and 
board of supervisors meeting 
for the past two years. His input 
on the revision of our county’s 
comprehensive plan has been 
an invaluable asset. He is a 
conscientious citizen willing to 
work diligently to represent all 
the voters of Lancaster County.

Based on the action taken 
at the September 24 board of 
supervisors meeting, it appears 
that Palin’s position on main-
taining the status of a rural 
county with limited growth is 
quite the opposite of Costello’s 
position. Palin’s last minute 
motion to change the word-
ing regarding “planned growth 
area” (previously defined in 
the comprehensive plan as the 
triangle between Kilmarnock, 
Irvington and White Stone) 
represents a blatant rejection of 
the dedicated efforts of citizens 
and local government officials 
who worked together for 18 
months to provide a desirable 
plan of limited growth. Pal-
in’s amendment has provided 
a loophole developers can 
now use to request rezoning 
additional land outside of the 
planned growth area for high 
density housing. Can higher 
taxes be far behind to meet the 
needs of a sizable increase in 
population? Will our farms and 
forests fall victim to this loop-
hole? Palin’s motion is not an 
action that protects Lancaster 
County from excessive housing 
development.

A vote for Charlie Costello is 
a step toward preserving Lan-
caster County as a wonderful 
place to call home.

Jett, Self 
have conflicts 
From Robert Wilson,  
Reedville

The November 6 election will 
chart the course of real estate 
development in Northumberland 
County for the next generation.   

The current lull in the real 
estate market will end and the 
pressure will return to convert 
farm fields into housing develop-
ments for retiring “baby boom-
ers.” This will be a lucrative 
situation for real estate brokers 
and at least some of the real estate 
agents. The only hope for control-
ling development and preserving 
a lifestyle that many of us cherish 
lies in passing the zoning ordi-
nances needed to implement the 
county’s comprehensive plan and 
rejecting variances that conflict 
with the plan and the will of the 
residents affected. That hope is at 
risk in the upcoming election.

Northumberland County is 
divided into five supervisory dis-
tricts. The District 1 supervisor is 
Joe Self, a real estate broker. The 
District 5 supervisor is Ronnie 
Jett, who, although it isn’t men-
tioned in his resume, is a licensed 
real estate agent for Joe Self. The 
other supervisors do not, to my 
knowledge, share this conflict of 
interest. 

This conflict of interest was 
very much on display when a 
developer requested a variance 
that would permit building 12 
four-bedroom houses on a two-
acre parcel in Jett’s district at the 
entrance to Reedville. I attended 
both public hearings on this issue. 
They were long and emotional 
meetings with only the landowner 
and the developer speaking in 
favor of the project. Ronnie Jett 
continued to try to find a compro-
mise that would benefit the devel-
oper until the vote was called. 
Fortunately for Reedville, Pamela 
Russell of District 4, James Long 
of District 2  and Richard Haynie 
of District 3 listened to the Reed-
ville residents and voted down the 
variance. 

I couldn’t hear how Jett and 
Self voted because of the cheer 
that went up when Richard 
Haynie cast the deciding vote. It 
doesn’t take much imagination to 
see what would have happened 
if a real estate broker controlled 
three of the five votes instead of 
two of the five.

Three of the five Northumber-
land County supervisor seats will 
be on the ballot this November. 
The incumbents are Joe Self, 
Ronnie Jett and Pamela Russell. 

Self is unopposed, so Nor-
thumberland will continue to 
have a real estate broker on the 
board of supervisors for at least 
another cycle. 

Jett is being challenged in Dis-
trict 5 by Dick Saxer, a retiree 
with a wealth of experience as an 
educator, administrator and civic 
leader. 

Tommy Tomlin is challenging 
Pamela Russell in District 4. 

 I knew nothing about Tomlin 
until I heard him give his resume 
at the October 18 candidate 
forum and I wasn’t won over. 
In my view, Russell is by far the 
stronger candidate. 

In response to a question con-
cerning the lack of recreational 
opportunities for the youth of 
Northumberland County, Tom-
lin’s solution was, “Pull the plug 
on the TV set.” He further lectured 
the high school students present 
with, “Use your imagination. You 
have much more available to you 
than I did when I was a kid.” 

Unplugging the TV may have 
merit, but I doubt that his compar-
ison of recreational opportunities 
would stand up under rigorous 
scrutiny. Basically, he gave an 
ideological opinion instead of an 
answer to a serious question. He 
impressed me as one who could 
be counted on to supply Joe Self’s 
third vote on zoning variances.

I urge the Northumberland 
County voters to vote for a board 
of supervisors that can be trusted 
to guide the county’s develop-
ment through the challenges that 
surely await it. Pamela Russell 
has demonstrated that she is up 
to the task through her past repre-
sentation of District 4. Dick Sax-
er’s resume indicates that he will 
provide District 5 voters with fair, 
balanced and mature representa-
tion without the taint of conflict 
of interest.

No campaigning 
on the clock
From Marbary Harcum,
Weems

On October 9 I paid my 
taxes and before I left the 
courthouse, I was handed a 
card by the treasurer’s assis-
tant. The card was a campaign 
ad endorsing Bonnie Haynie 
for County Treasurer. The 
assistant reminded me not to 
“forget them on election day.”

I found this to be very dis-
tasteful. I was there for one 
purpose and that was to fulfill 
my social obligation of paying 
my taxes.

I do not think it is appropri-
ate for our county employees 
to spend “our” time and “our” 
money campaigning on the 
county’s clock.

The county is not in the 
business of endorsing any one 
particular candidate.

Please let the county citi-
zens feel free to pay their 
taxes without being harassed 
by politics.

Palin protected 
property rights
From Thomas Kellum,
Lively

On election day, I urge the 
citizens of District 2 to vote for 
Ernest Palin Jr. who has been 
representing District 2 in a 
commendable fashion since he 
was first elected in 2003.

Palin represents the people 
of his district in a consider-
ate, attentive manner, always 
listening to his constituents 
before making decisions that 
will affect the well-being of 
the community. Most notably, 
Palin opposed the adoption 
of the highway corridor over-
lay which would have unfairly 
taken many citizens’ valuable 
property rights for very little 
cause. Also, he did not support 
the proposed timber ordinance. 
Unfortunately, Palin’s opponent 
did support these ordinances 
over the objections of District 
2 residents.

Palin’s long-term association 
with Lancaster County and its 
citizens is a credit to his con-
stituency. 

How about 
another debate?
From Douglas D. Monroe Jr.,
Irvington

Albert Pollard, why not another 
debate with Richard Stuart?

With his family, Richard Stuart 
stands up for the Northern Neck 
just as his family has for over 300 
years. He is dedicated to protect-
ing our waterways, preserving our 
open spaces, keeping our forests 
and farms healthy, and preserving 
traditional Virginia values.

As the husband of a second-
grade teacher, Stuart knows what 
our schools need and knows the 

difference one person can make. 
He knows that we owe it to our 
children to provide a quality edu-
cation. Children in other areas of 
the state and country are getting 
that quality education. Our chil-
dren will be competing with them 
in the years ahead and need the 
tools to be competitive.

Creating new jobs by attracting 
new employers is one of Stuart’s 
top priorities. New employers 
are attracted to areas that have an 
intelligent, communicative, edu-
cated work force. This is a must 
goal for our schools and can be 
achieved.

As a former Marine, Richard 
Stuart clearly understands the 
meaning of honor, courage and 
commitment. He has served as 
Westmoreland County’s Com-
monwealth attorney where he 
has observed first hand the prob-
lems facing our criminal justice 
system.

Richard Stuart is a strong com-
munity volunteer and has served 
as trustee of the Westmoreland 
County Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, the board of directors of 
Riverside Tappahannock Hospi-
tal and the advisory board of the 
Northern Neck Land Conser-
vancy.

Albert, why not another 
debate? Both you and Richard 
would show the fine material that 
you are made of.

Attack campaign 
fails here
From Frank Mann,
Lancaster

During a political campaign, 
I always look at both candidates 
and assess them on the basis of the 
possibility that my favorite might 
not win and if so, how worrisome 
that might be. Early in the cam-
paign, I heard Richard Stuart and 
Albert Pollard debate at the Lan-
caster Middle School and frankly, 
I thought Stuart was a reasonable 
person. If Pollard didn’t win, it 
might not be a disaster.

Now I’ve revised my opinion. 
Stuart’s non-stop radio commer-
cial attacks and flyers on Pollard 
demonstrate all that is wrong in 
American politics, the notion that 
the truth really doesn’t matter.

Anyway, if Stuart wins, what his 
campaign tells us is that we must 
be suspicious of everything he 
says from now on. No wonder so 
few people actually vote in Amer-
ica compared to other nations. 
Too many politicians prove they 
are liars before they even get 
elected, so why bother. Still, many 
political sharpies think the attack 
ad is effective and, unfortunately, 
they’re often right because some 
people just don’t want to bother 
checking the facts.

I’ve heard Pollard speak many 
times; an untruth has never come 
from his mouth. Call me old 
fashioned, but on his integrity, 
decency and distinguished voting 
record in the General Assembly, 
I’d vote for Pollard hands down. 
Check the facts. See his voting 
record on his website “Pollard-
forsenate.com.”

Pollard stronger
on education
From Jackie Denison-Emery, 
Warsaw

In September I attended the 
debate between Albert Pollard and 
Richard Stuart at the Northum-
berland County Primary School. 
During the course of the evening 
the participants were asked sev-
eral questions pertaining to edu-
cation. Since I teach school in the 
Northern Neck, I was particularly 
interested in their answers.

At this debate Stuart was asked 
his position on the Composite 
Index and what he would do to 
change the formula. In the North-
ern Neck we have an abundance 
of million-dollar waterfront prop-
erty and a serious lack of employ-
ment opportunities. Because of 
this formula the school systems 
have a very difficult time find-
ing the money for salaries, books, 
building projects and supplies. 

Stuart appeared to have no 
idea what the Composite Index 
is, much less what he could do 
fix the problems caused by a tax 
system that looks largely at prop-
erty value instead of personal 
income for calculating school 
funding. 

Additionally, one of his 
responses regarding the “No 
Child Left Behind” legislation 
leaves knowledgeable profes-
sionals suspecting that he does 
not understand key aspects of the 
law and how repeated failure of 
certain benchmarks can penalize 
schools districts. 

He stated that competition is 
a good thing and if a school fails 
under “No Child Left Behind” it 
is not such a bad thing. Exactly 
how does that work if a school 
fails in a rural area that only has 
one school for each level? 

Stuart has stressed in public 
that his wife is a teacher and he 
understands the problems facing 
children and educators. His web-
site claims that “public education 

Clean Streams Act 
is not a flush tax
From Bob and Susan Wayland,
White Stone

The Fred and Sonny radio ads 
have had me grinding my teeth 
for several weeks now. How ironic 
that two characters supposedly out 
angling for rockfish are belittling 
legislation to reduce pollution to 
the bay, our rivers and streams. 
But the glossy “flush tax” mail-
ing authorized by Richard Stuart 
is even more misleading than the 
radio commercials. The postcard 
states, “Some politicians will try 
to tax anything” illustrated with a 
parking meter on a toilet. Albert 
Pollard did not sponsor legisla-
tion to tax toilets or their use.

When Pollard introduced the 
Virginia Clean Streams Act, I 
wrote to the Record in support 
of his action. His bill would have 
established a dedicated fund for 
improving water quality. This 
fund would have been capital-
ized through a $1 per week per 
household fee for each residence 
connected to a sewage treatment 
system or septic system. It was 
not based on how often one did or 
didn’t flush a toilet or how many 
toilets a home contains.

Of course, the revenue would 
stay in Virginia, not go to the fed-
eral IRS as the Stuart campaign 
mailing implies. The revenue 
would have been used to upgrade 
household sewage treatment. 
Household sewage is one of the 
most controllable sources of pol-
lution of our waterways and the 
bay. The annual per household 
cost of this fund would have been 
about what most Northern Neck 
households pay each month for 
cable or satellite TV. The gen-
eral approach of the legislation 
was patterned after legislation 
Maryland adopted in 2004, at the 
urging of Governor Bob Ehrlich 
(R).

The Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion (CBF) worked with Pollard 
in developing and supporting the 
Virginia Clean Streams legisla-
tion. Its unclear to me if CBF is 
the “extremist group” Stuart’s 
mailing refers to. If so, I expect a 
lot of CBF members would take 
issue with that characterization. 
The foundation was certainly the 
most active and involved of the 
many conservation groups who 
supported the Clean Streams bill 
and a dedicated fund for clean 
water.

I worked for the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency for 29 
years, before taking up residence 
on the Northern Neck three years 
ago. I managed key national water 
programs out of the agency’s D.C. 
headquarters for the last decade 
and a half of my EPA tenure. As 
a citizen of the Commonwealth 
throughout that period, I was 
disappointed to see Virginia’s 
commitment to cleaning up the 
bay and clean water generally 
fall short of what Maryland was 
doing.

It has been gratifying to see 
Virginia begin to pick up its pace. 
Virginia has adopted a creative 
nutrient trading scheme for the 
bay which promises to reduce 
the costs of controlling nutrient 
pollution. The introduction of the 
Clean Streams Act and advocacy 

Seeking clarity  
on voting record
From Jeff Bishop,
Irvington

In today’s environment, we 
seem to have lost an impor-
tant element of our demo-
cratic system. That missing 
element, in my opinion, is 
the role that the media must 
play in presenting and more 
importantly, validating and 
clarifying the huge amount of 
political rhetoric that accom-
panies any election.

The only accountability 
that any politician has regard-
ing his claims and position 

is the backbone of our commu-
nity.” I find this to be an interest-
ing philosophy from someone 
whose wife teaches in a private 
school and whose children attend 
private school. It appears to me 
that he does not understand the 
differences confronting educators 
and students in public schools 
compared to the private schools. 
His lack of knowledge about edu-
cation issues, in all likelihood, 
comes from his lack of personal 
experience.

Pollard’s children attend public 
school in a rural county and he 
fully understands the problems 
with the Composite Index and 
the complexities of No Child 
Left Behind. He proposes that 
we amend the Composite Index 
formula so that the counties that 
have a high composite index, as 
well as a high percentage of free 
and reduced lunch children, get a 
financial add on. 

Pollard has worked across the 
aisle to amend or pull out of No 
Child Left Behind. He made a 
trip to Washington, D.C., with 
Republicans Jack Reid and Jim 
Dillard to lobby Sen. John Warner 
for changes in the present law. In 
2004 he voted to fully fund the 
state share of education costs, as 
well as co-sponsoring legislation 
to move teachers salaries to the 
national average. Unlike Stuart, 
Pollard has experience with edu-
cation issues and solutions to the 
problems facing Virginians.

If readers are tired of the con-
stant negative rhetoric and con-
tinuous bickering which is so 
prevalent in Richmond, I encour-
age them to vote for Albert Pol-
lard on November 6. 

A vote for Pollard is a vote 
for leadership, honesty and a 
common sense approach to gov-
ernment.

by the Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion helped catalyze action by the 
legislature to increase funding for 
clean water.

Unfortunately, though, the 
Commonwealth still lacks a dedi-
cated revenue source to finance 
water quality improvement. Many 
Northern Neck creeks and bays 
are closed or restricted for shell-
fishing due to bacteria. Careful 
analysis shows that these prob-
lems are not due to discharges 
from some upstream metropo-
lis. Rather they come from our 
own septic systems, sewage dis-
charged from boats and animal 
waste. These creeks and bays are 
unlikely to be removed from the 
polluted waters list until septic 
systems are upgraded and main-
tained or replaced by sewage 
treatment. That isn’t likely to 
happen until there is funding and 
action at state level.

I commend Pollard for step-
ping up to this issue as a legislator. 
Sonny and Fred, along with all of 
us who fish or boat in the bay, the 
Potomac and the Rappahannock,  
and are concerned about the 
quality of the Commonwealth’s 
waters, need to support cleanup 
efforts, including funding, for our 
most important natural resources.

is the unbiased and accurate 
journalism that should be 
forthcoming from our media 
sources. However, it seems as 
though the journalistic values 
and ethics have given way to 
the values that have become 
obvious in all the media, 
simply presenting contrary 
views without validation of 
the claims, rather than inves-
tigating and reporting facts 
regarding the issues.

There is one obvious issue 
in our local state senator race 
that is a case in point. Richard 
Stuart claims in his brochures 
that Albert Pollard voted 
to allow illegal immigrants 
“access” to Virginia public 
universities. It documents HB 
156 and HB 2910 in 2005. Pol-
lard states in his most recent 
brochure that he voted against 
“in-state tuition” for illegal 
immigrants in HB 2339.

Each campaign is citing 
different bills. “Access” and 
“in-state tuition” are differ-
ent aspects and each camp 
may be accurate regarding the 
voting record. However, your 
editorial section floods the 
pages with letters from sup-
porters from each side claim-
ing “false accusations.”

With this much focus on a 
single point, don’t you feel 
the need to investigate the bill 
numbers listed and present the 
facts on just what was in each, 
so that the voters can make an 
informed opinion, rather than 
base it on undefined contrary 
claims by each candidate? 
Immigration is a high profile 
issue and needs accurate docu-
mentation of each candidate’s 
position and their campaign 
ethics. While there are other 
claims that are being made, 
there is none with the oppor-
tunity to so clearly define the 
candidate’s true position and 
voting records.



C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Historical Haunts
Saturday, October 27, 6-8 p.m.
Join us for a haunting good time! Thrills and chills for the whole family. 
There will be a costume contest, eerie ghost walk, pumpkin painting, 
crafts and games, refreshments and more. Register to win a free copy 
of The Ghosts of Virginia, Volume 1, from the Plantation gift shop. 
Adult and children 12 years and older $5, children 6-11 $3, under 5 are 
free. Call 804-493-8038 ext. 1020, or e-mail mcooney@stratfordhall.
org for more information.

Christmas at Stratford
Friday & Saturday, Dec. 7 & 8 
Step back into time and experience the Colonial holidays of the Lees. 
Enjoy period music and dancing in the Great House. Dinner and 
lodging are available by reservation. Visit the plantation gift shop 
for great holiday gift ideas. Dinner seating is at 6 pm and 8:30 pm 
on Friday, 3:30, 6 pm & 8:30 pm on Saturday. Cost of dinner includes 
Great House tour ticket, tax and gratuity and is $48 for adults 
and $24 for children ages 5-11, under 5 are free. For reservations 
call 804-493-8038 ext. 8504 or email nfolk@stratfordhall.org

Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, Nov. 22, 12 noon & 3 p.m.   
Enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving feast of turkey with all the trimmings 
in our Plantation Dining Room, walk it off by taking a Great House 
tour, shop until you drop in the Plantation Gift Shop! This event 
has sold out in the past, so don’t wait! Dinner seating times are at 
12 noon and 3 p.m. Cost is $40 for adults, $18 for children ages 
5-11, under 5 are free. Cost includes tax and gratuity and grounds 
pass admission. For dinner reservations, call 804-493-9696.

Stratford is located off Virginia Rt. 3 on Rt. 214 in Westmoreland County, 45 minutes East of Fredericksburg

Mark your 2008 calendar now for Coaching Day!
Coaching Day, Sunday, April 27, 2008

804.493.8038
www.stratfordhall.org

SHP-1075 Calendar Ad 5.75x9 Mech1   1 10/11/07   4:43:58 PM
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Menu Scheduled Features: Oysters, Clams, BBQ, Hot Dogs, Soup, 
Coffee and Soft Drinks. Beer available for purchase. 

Ticket Prices

$30/advance
$35/day of the event
Advance tickets can be 
obtained by contacting 
the museum: 453-6529

Limited to 1,000 tickets.
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Additional information  can be found at www.rfmuseum.org or 804-453-6529.

The Museum will be open from 10:30 - Noon on November 10.
Museum galleries & indoor exhibits will be closed during the Oyster Roast.
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The Lancaster Players will 
present “The Cooley Girls” in 
November.

Written by Brad Stephens 
of Irvington, the play involves 
the reunion of three sisters 
after a 40-year separation. 
The sisters, Rose, Harriet and 
Brenda Cooley, have been 
separated as children and put 
into foster homes, their where-
abouts and lives long lost from 
each other.

Forty years later, sister Rose 
decides to find her long-lost 
sisters and reunite the “girls.” 
At Rose’s urging, each of the 
sisters agrees to meet for a 
family weekend. 

All the sisters have secrets, 
childhood wounds they wish 
to hide, lives they wish to 
protect, and although they are 
reluctant to gather, curiosity, 
the basic need to know what 
has happened to each other 
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‘The Cooley Girls’ to open 
at The Playhouse Nov. 8

Brad Stephens
wins out and leads them to 
Rose’s apartment in Muncie, 
Ind.

Stephens is excited about 
the upcoming production. The 
casting of the show by direc-
tor John Baumhardt of White 
Stone has been great, said Ste-
phens.

The cast includes sister 

Rose (Susan Robertson), 
Harriet (Sharon Robertson), 
Brenda (Tess Dumais), Rose’s 
next door neighbor Marga-
ret (Kinnet Ehring), Harriet’s 
daughter, Ester (Robin Blake), 
and Brenda’s husband, Jeffrey 
(Miracle Gordon).

The cast is very talented and 
all of the actors compliment 
each other, he said.

The idea for the play came 
from a broad concept of con-
flict and sibling rivalry, said 
Stephens. “I chose three 
women as main characters 
because there would be room 
for more conflict. I called 
them and the play The Cooley 
Girls, because I just liked it,” 
he said. “That was the easy 
part,” he added.

From there, he hid each of 
the women from one another 
and then started asking ques-
tions and answering them as 

the play developed. Should the 
sisters find each other? How? 
Would they want to be found? 
What are their likenesses? 
What are their differences? 
How have their lives changed 
apart? How will their lives 
change when they are brought 
back together? How will all 
the issues be resolved?

Stephens is also excited 
about having his play staged 
at The Playhouse in White 
Stone.

“The recent renovations rep-
resent the biggest visual change 
I’ve seen here,” said Stephens. 
“This is a great venue and it’s 
great to be working with the 
Lancaster Players.”

The play will be presented 
November 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, and 
17 at 8 p.m.; and November 11 
at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20 each 
and will include dessert. For 
reservations, call 435-3776.

The Irvington Halloween Cos-
tume Contest on October 31 will 
feature a short parade of each age 
group before they are judged and 
will be led by “Pebbles” of the 
Flintstones. 

The parade will allow for all 
ghouls and goblins, beautiful or 
scary, to be admired and pho-
tographed. Three prizes will be 
awarded in each of the following 
categories: Creepy Crawlies (ages 
2 and under), Terrifying Tots (ages 
3 and 4), Menacing Munchkins 
(ages 5 and 6), Awful Offspring 
(ages 7 and 8), Chilling Children 
(ages 9 and 10) and Intimidating 
Tweens (ages 11 and 12). 

One prize will be awarded to 
Most Gruesome Grown Up and 
to the most Bewitching Pet.

The judging will begin at 6 p.m. 
Come early to view the monsters. 
Look for age-group signs at the 
Commons and stay with the group 
for the parade and judging. Miss 
Pebbles will lead each age group 
through the parade route and then 
to the gazebo to be judged.

The Halloween Costume Con-
test is open to all and is presented 
by the Irvington Chamber of 
Commerce and Village Improve-
ment Association. Call Kathy 
Morchower at 438-9055 for 
information and to volunteer.

‘Pebbles’ 
to lead 
costume 
parade

Pebbles

Jamestown Settlement’s God-
speed will sail to Urbanna and to 
Charles City and New Kent coun-
ties in November, culminating a 
major role in events commemo-
rating the 400th anniversary of 
the founding of America’s first 
permanent English colony.

The Godspeed, a re-creation of 
one of the three ships that brought 
English colonists to Virginia in 
1607, is home-ported at James-
town Settlement, a state-oper-
ated museum of 17th-century 
Virginia.

Free public tours of the ship 
will be offered 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, November 
2 and 3, at the Urbanna Town 
Marina during the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Saturday, November 10, at River’s 
Rest Marine and Resort in Charles 
City County as part of the event 
Chickahominy Corn and John 

Godspeed to visit 
Oyster Festival

Smith—the Godspeed Retraces a 
Journey of Survival; and 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, November 
17, at Rockahock Campground 
Marina in Lanexa in conjunction 
with the New Kent County 2007 
Godspeed Festival. At each port, 
historical interpreters will provide 
on-board and pier-side presenta-
tions on 17th-century shipboard 
life, ship handling, navigation, 
and commodities transported by 
sea.

Pre-scheduled maritime educa-
tion programs will be presented 
for students in Urbanna Novem-
ber 1, Charles City County 
November 9, and New Kent 
County November 16.

In Urbanna, Jamestown-York-
town Foundation educators also 
will present “Cultures in Contact,” 
a program about the complex cul-
tural interactions that took place 
in early 17th-century Virginia.

A Volunteer Recognition Cel-
ebration reception is planned by 
the Northumberland Chapter of 
the American Red Cross to honor 
the volunteers who have done 
the work of the Red Cross in 
the county over the years, as the 
chapter celebrates its 90th anni-
versary. 

Anyone who has been a volun-
teer at any time during the chap-
ter’s existence or those who have 
any information about anyone 
who has served the chapter in the 
past, may call 580-4933.

The reception will be held 
November 18 from 2:30 to 4 p.m.  
at Fairfields Baptist Church Fel-
lowship Hall in Burgess. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Recognition 
reception set

A12  •  Rappahannock Record  •  Kilmarnock, VA   •  October 25, 2007



Rappahannock Record  •  Kilmarnock, VA   •  October 25, 2007  •  A13

����������������������
����������������
��������������

���������������������������������
�����������������������

�����
���������������������������������������������������������

�������������������

��������������

�������������������������������������������
��������������������������

�����������������
��������

����������������
�����������������������������������������������������

����
������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������

����������
�������������������������������������

������������������������

�������������
�������������������������

�����������������
��������������

�������������������
� � ������������������
� � � � ���������������
� � � � � � ��������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������
�����

��������������������

�����������������������������
�����������������������������������������
��������������������������������

� ������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������
� ����������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������
���������

Area Events

Piano concert
A piano concert, in memory 
of Margery Bowes Dakin, 
will be presented November 
6 at 8 p.m. at Grace Episco-
pal Church, by award-win-
ning pianist Gleb Ivanov 
(above).

■ At The Playhouse
The Lancaster Players will 

present “The Cooley Girls” by 
Brad Stephens of Irvington at 
The Playhouse in White Stone 
November 8, 9, 10, 15, 16 and 
17 at 8 p.m.; and November 11 
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $20 each and will 
include dessert. For reserva-
tions, call 435-3776.

■ Banner lecture
Lee and Grant will be pre-

sented by Dr. William M.S. 
Rasmussen at a Banner Lecture 
Series event November 1 at 
noon at the Virginia Historical 
Society (VHS) at 428 N. Bou-
levard in Richmond.

The two great opposing 
commanders of the Civil War, 
Robert  E. Lee and Ulysses 
S. Grant, are the subjects of a 
major exhibition at the VHS, 
called simply Lee and Grant. 
Dr. William M.S. Rasmussen, 
the exhibition co-curator and 
the Lora M. Robins Curator at 
the VHS, will explore the par-
allel lives of these two Ameri-
can icons. For directions and 
admission information, call 
358-4901, or visit www.vahis-
torical.org.

■ Barbershop concert
On November 3, the Rap-

pahannock Concert Associa-
tion (RCA) will welcome the 
Greater Richmond Chorus in 
a barbershop concert at the 
Richmond County Elementary 
School auditorium at 7:30 p.m.

A subscription to all five 
RCA concerts is $60; a student 
subscription is $10. Subscrip-
tions and single-concert tick-
ets will be on sale at the door 
November 3.

■ Bay Tones show
The Northern Neck Bay 

Tones barbershop chorus will 
present its third annual show, 
“Barbershop Goes Broadway,” 
at 7:30 p.m. November 10 at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock. Tickets 
are available from any member 
of the Bay Tones; at Foxy or the 
Bank of Lancaster in Kilmar-
nock; or the Northern Neck 
State Bank in Burgess.

Award-winning quartets, 
Moonglow and New Release, 
will participate. The concert 
will be dedicated to Bay Tones 
charter member Mitch Brad-
ley.

■ Book and author
The 27th annual Book and 

Author Dinner will be held at 
5 p.m. October 26 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club 
near Kilmarnock. Guests will 
include emcee Jann Malone 
and authors Ron Smith, Anne 
Hobson Freeman and Logan 
Ward. 

The event is sponsored by 
The Friends of the Library 
and the Library Center at 
Rappahannock Community 
College in Warsaw. Reserva-
tions for tickets ($35) must 
be made by October 19. For 
reservations, call 529-6584.

■ Chicken dinner
The Afton United Method-

ist Men will host a chicken 
dinner Saturday, October 27, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. The dinner 
will include fried and baked 
chicken, chicken caccitore, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, 
succotash, rolls, dessert, 
tea and coffee. Chefs Bill 
Duncan and Len Gaskins 
will again be in charge of the 
kitchen. Carryouts will be 
available.

The cost is $9 for adults 
and $5 for children under 
12.

The chicken dinner will be 
held at Afton United Meth-
odist Church on Route 644 
in Ophelia about five miles 
north of the intersection with 
Route 360 in Burgess.

■ Community support
The Salvation Army is 

conducting its annual fund 
drive to support a variety of 
community initiatives assist-
ing those in need. Outreach 
includes Christmas for some 
175 children, helping fami-
lies who are burned out of 
their homes, Thanksgiving 
dinner for six families, send-
ing kids to camp and utility 
bill assistance.

To make a donation, con-
tact chairman Dianna Carter 
at 438-6322.

■ Fruit orders
The Kilmarnock Seventh-

Day Adventist Church will 
conduct its annual citrus fruit 
sale November 2007 through 
March 2008. Orders for 
November should be called 
in by November 5 to 435-
1252, 580-5376, or 435-2048. 
Orders are to be picked up 
November 15. Dried fruit and 
nuts also will be available.

■  Yard sale
On November 3, Girl Scouts 

will host a yard sale in Warsaw to 
benefit Camp Kittamaqund. Girl 
Scouts are requesting donations 
for the yard sale. 

Items must be received by 
November 2. Contact Heather 
Newsome at 529-5173, or Gail 
Ramsey at 580-6405.

■ Hake fish 
Morning Star Baptist Church 

will have a hake fish breakfast 
October 27 at 7:30 a.m. at the 
church. Hake fish and a variety 
of traditional breakfast food 
will be available. Eat in or car-
ryout, by donation. For tickets, 
call 580-4434.

■ Halloween party
Mary Ball Washington 

Museum will host its annual 
kids Halloween Party October 
27 at dusk. The Boys & Girls 
Club of the Northern Neck will 
help with this year’s party on 
the museum grounds.

According to Jean Nead of 
the museum, there will be two 
storytellers, a picturesque set-
ting, adult supervision, and 
edible and other treats will be 
provided.

■ Haunted Evening
Belle Isle State Park will 

present “A Haunted Evening,” 
Friday and Saturday, Octo-
ber 26 and 27, from 7 to 10 
p.m. Activities will include 
a haunted trail, hayride, old 
horror flicks at the amphithe-
ater, and treats.

Guests report to the main 
office. The fee is $5. Reserva-
tions required. Call 462-5030. 
Sponsored by The Friends of 
Belle Isle State Park.

■ Haunted tales
On Saturday, October 27, the 

Westmoreland County Museum 
will feature ghosts, goblins and 
other mythical (and real) crea-
tures that roam the earth in 
Westmoreland County looking 
for their escape to the never-
world.

The event will begin at 6 
p.m. and end at 8 p.m. Bring 
flashlights and chairs.

■ Historical Haunt
Stratford Hall will offer a 

haunting event October 27 
from 6 to 8 p.m. There will 
be a costume contest, eerie 
ghost walk, pumpkin paint-
ing, crafts and games and 
refreshments.

Register for  a copy of The 
Ghosts of Virginia, Volume 
1, from the Plantation Gift 
Shop. Fees are adults and 
children 12 years and older, 
$5; children 6 to 11 years, 
$3; under 5, free.

■ Holly meeting
The Colonial Virginia 

Chapter of the Holly Society 
of America will meet at 9:30 
a.m.  November 17 in Rose 
Hall at the Norfolk Botani-
cal Gardens at 6700 Azalea 
Garden Road in Norfolk. 
Marcus Jones will present 
“Pruning Hollies and Other 
Plants.”

The registration fee will be 
$14 for members and $16 for 
others. A choice of box lunch 
is included. Laurie Fox will 
lead a tour of the grounds 
of the Hampton Roads Agri-
culture Research and Educa-
tion Center. To register, call 
Peggy McComb at 642-2449 
by November 10.

■ Jazz concert
Concerts By The Bay will 

present jazz pianist and vocal-
ist Michael Kaeshammer at 3 
p.m. Sunday, November 4, in the 
Harry M. Ward Auditorium at 
Mathews High School at 9889 
Buckley Hall Road in Mathews.

Season tickets for the four 
remaining concerts in the 2007-
08 series are available by mail 
and at the door, starting at $50 
($12.50 per concert). Tickets for 
a single concert are $25 at the 
door. Youth admitted free.

■ Nut sale
The Women of Grace nut 

sale offers Hubs 20 oz. cans of 
peanuts, salted or unsalted ($10) 
and 40 oz. cans ($15); a 20 oz. 
can of chocolate covered pea-
nuts ($15); 16 oz. bags of shelled 
pecan halves ($9) and chocolate 
covered pecans ($16).

Call Charlotte Henry at 435-
7001 to place an order. The dead-
line is November 4. All orders 
will be ready for pickup before 
Thanksgiving.

■ Order bisque
The Middlesex County Wom-

an’s Club in Urbanna is accept-
ing advance orders for quarts of 
crab bisque. The bisque will be 
made and frozen in advance of 
the Oyster Festival.The price for 
a quart of bisque is $14. To place 
an order, call Jean at 758-8417, 
or e-mailrjkos!@verizon.net.

■ Pitching spaghetti
 The Lancaster High School 

baseball team will serve a spa-
ghetti dinner October 25 at Dream 
Fields near Kilmarnock from 5 
to 7 p.m. The menu will include 
spaghetti with meat sauce, salad, 
bread, and beverage.

Tickets are $8 for adults and $6 
for students. Proceeds will benefit 
the team. Tickets are available at 
local businesses, Lancaster High 
School, or at the door.

■ Pops Concert
The Northern Neck Orches-

tra will begin its 16th season 
with a POPS concert October 
27 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lancaster 
Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock. Under the direc-
tion of Guy Hayden, “From the 
River to the Sea” will include 
a repertoire of popular music 
embracing the theme of water.

The program will include 
the suite from “The Water 
Music” by Handel, selections 
from “Titanic” by James Horner, 
the overture to “South Pacific” by 
Richard Rogers, and “Ol’ Man 
River” from Show Boat with a 
solo by Shepherd Speight. Tickets 
may be purchased at Twice Told 
Tales, the Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery, and the White Stone 
Pharmacy, or call 436-9027.

■ Re-enactment
Explore Life in 1864 at a 

Civil War re-enactment at 
Locust Grove Farm in Walker-
ton. A variety of activities will 
be held November 3 from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and November 4 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admis-
sion is $5 for a one-day pass or 
$8 for a two-day pass. Those 12 
and under are free. Call 744-
6224, or visit PeninsulaArtille
ry@comcast.net, or www.pen-
insulaartillery.bizland.com.

■ Shakespeare
Rappahannock Community 

College will host Shakespeare’s 
“Richard II”  by the Richmond 
Shakespeare Theater Octo-
ber 25  at the Glenns Campus 
Woodland Amphitheater from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. There 
is no admission fee. 

■  Trunk or treat
New Friendship Baptist 

Church in Burgess will host a 
Trunk or Treat event Sunday, 
October 28, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
for children ages 1 to 13. 

The event will include a puppet 
show, fall crafts, games, and trick 
or treating in a supervised area. 
Costumes are welcome, but scary 
or gory costumes are discouraged. 
All children must be registered to 
participate. Register at the event, 
or call 580-2127.

■ Give blood
The Northumberland County 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross, will conduct a blood 
drive November 13 from 12:30 
to 6:30 p.m. at St. Stephens 
Church (Anglican) Church in 
Heathsville.

■ Cow-A-Dung-O
Deeds for a Cow-A-Dung-

O raffle involving live cows 
November 17 on the Lancaster 
High School football field, are 
available for $100 each. Only 
675 will be sold, with a grand 
prize of $10,000 and several 
other prizes to be awarded. 
Proceeds will benefit the 
band’s trip to the Allstate BCS 
National Championship Bowl 
in New Orleans January 7.

Cow-A-Dung-O deeds are 
available from Band Booster 
members and by calling 462-
0697. They also will be sold 
at Scottish Days, the Irving-
ton Farmers’ Market and home 
football games. Donations are 
accepted, and may be mailed to 
the LHS Band Boosters at P.O. 
Box 3, Lancaster, VA 22503.
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Ghosts, beasts and princesses 
are invited to attend Reedville’s 
annual Safe Halloween celebra-
tion from 7 to 9 p.m. Saturday, 
October 27.

The event will begin with a 
costume parade from the Reed-
ville Fishermen’s Museum at 7 
p.m. 

Participants will march to 
Bethany United Methodist 
Church for refreshments and 

Halloween parade,
party set Saturday
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games, including a ring toss, 
apple bobbing and a musical 
monster mash.

Following the parade, chil-
dren may tour the haunted boat 
house or take a hay ride to the 
graveyard. 

The annual event is spon-
sored by the Reedville Fish-
ermen’s Museum, Bethany 
United Methodist Church and 
Fairfield’s Baptist Church. 

Kilmarnock Kandy for Kids, 
a Halloween celebration, will 
begin at 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
October 31, when children may 
collect treats on Main Street 
and throughout downtown 
Kilmarnock.

At 6 p.m., the judging of 
a pumpkin painting contest 
will be held on the sidewalks 
of Augusta and Main streets. 
Prizes will be awarded. Games 
will be played and more treats 
dispensed.

At 7 p.m., juggler, magician 
and comedian Jonathan Austin 
will perform a 30-minute show 
at the corner of Augusta and 
Main.

At 7:30, the action will move 
to the back yard of Northern 
Neck Solutions at 72 N. Main 
Street for a costume contest 
open to all. Prizes will be 
awarded. Winners will see 

Magician to perform
for Halloween party

Jonathan Austin

themselves on the big screen. 
The movie “Monster House” 
will be shown at 8 p.m.

The celebration is sponsored 
by the Kilmarnock Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Joan M. Benson of Weems 
announces the engagement 
of her daughter, Dawn Marie 
Hinson, to Matthew Wayne 
Hinkle, son of Larry and 
Cindy Hinkle of Goshen.

The bride-to-be is a 1991 
graduate of Lancaster High 
School. She is employed by 
Northern Neck Insurance 
Company in Irvington.

The prospective groom is a 
1995 graduate of Riverheads 
High School. He is employed 
at C.W. Davis Grading, Clear-
ing and Paving in Glouces-
ter.

The bride-to-be is the 
granddaughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. John Edward 
Benson.

Ficklins celebrate 50 years
T. Dorsey and Patricia L. Ficklin of Lancaster celebrated 
50 years of marriage August 31. Their three sons and their 
wives, Tom and Linda of Ashland, Dan and Sheree of Burl-
ington, N.C., and Mat and Tracey of Lancaster, and their six 
grandchildren, hosted an anniversary luncheon at Irvington 
Baptist Church. 

Engagements

Anniversary

Birthdays

Dawn Marie Hinson 
and Matthew Wayne Hinkle

Hinson-Hinkle
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The Mary Ball Washington 
Museum is hosting an exhibit 
of botanical drawings of wild-
flowers, “With Paintbrush and 
Shovel,” through mid Novem-
ber.

The exhibit “should not be 
missed by anyone who loves 
art, gardens or wildflowers,” 
says museum member Nancy 
Hubbard Clark. She describes 
the drawings as “incredibly 
accurate.”

The drawings were done by 

Botanical drawings exhibited
a Petersburg lady during the 
Great Depression and were 
discovered by the Petersburg 
Garden Club which had them 
framed for a traveling exhibit. 
The drawings were displayed 
last year in the Muscarelle 
Museum of Art in Williams-
burg and again recently in 
Lancaster.

The museum is open Tues-
day to Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. A $2 donation is 
optional. 

The couple plans to marry 
on May 3, 2008, in Urbanna. 

Turning 92
Bradley Sisson of Kilmarnock 
turned 92 on Sunday, Octo-
ber 21. On Monday morn-
ing, friends and staff at Lee’s 
Restaurant surprised him 
with a birthday cake.

The impact of climate 
change in Tidewater Virginia 
is the focus for the Food for 
Thought program sponsored 
by the Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern Foundation November 
7 at the Transportation Build-
ing at 5:30 p.m.

The speaker will be Norm 
Mosher, a retired U.S. Navy 
Captain who has been a con-
sultant for Woods Hole Ocean-
ographic Institution. 

His concern about global 
warming and climate change 
arose from his years at sea 
while in the Navy and his years 
of association with physical 
oceanographers. These scien-
tists were among the first to 
notice changes to the oceans 
that were signaling changes in 
the atmosphere.

“Warming of the oceans has 
continued and they are becom-
ing increasingly acidic as they 
are reaching the limit of their 
capacity to take up atmospheric 
carbon dioxide. This phenome-
non will have consequences for 
humanity and civilization that 
we must understand,” Mosher 
said. “One of the consequences 
will be the sea water rise in the 
Tidewater area.”

Despite the recent spotlight 
on global warming with the 
Nobel Prize awarded to Al 
Gore, Mosher notes that there 
are still doubters, “professional 
skeptics,” as he calls them. 
Some of their positions have 
been traced back to fossil fuel 
company funding. By contrast, 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) is an 
open group that has collected 
scientific data from all comers, 
he points out. IPCC  has gained 
support from the scientific 
community.

“While trends and rates of 
change are not in directions 
favorable to our way of life, 
there are easy measures that 
can be taken now to mitigate 
or reverse the trends. But if we 
delay too long in taking action, 

Norm Mosher

Bringing climate 
change close to home

the measures necessary will not 
be easy,” Mosher warned.

Tickets for this presentation 
are $10 per person, at the door. 
Elementary and high school 
students are admitted free. Fol-
lowing the presentation there 
will be a wine and cheese 
reception. The Transportation 
Building is behind the tavern 
off Route 360 in Heathsville.
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her tracks. She throws up her 
hand, eager kindergartners 
piling up behind her. 

“SHHH,” she says. “Listen 
. . . I think I hear a wood-
pecker.” 

The entire class is utterly 
frozen in their footsteps and as 
silent as if they’d been turned 
to stone. 

We stand like that for a few 
minutes, not so much as a leaf 
crackling beneath a foot, bend-
ing our ears in every direction. 

We don’t hear the wood-
pecker but we do hear the 
woods talking to us – the 
wind in the trees overhead, 
the branches groaning, and 
those unidentifiable sounds in 
between. 

It’s a bit late in the season 
for the raucous cacophony 
of birds, bugs and frogs that 
would have drowned our ear-
drums a few months ago. Most 
have abandoned ship with the 
promise of colder days around 
the corner, leaving behind the 
trees with only the wind for 
company.

We see signs of summer’s 
busier days around every bend 
though: trunks gnawed on by 
the beavers who live in the 
stream below, bark mangled by 
rutting deer, holes in the banks 
that once made home to small 
rodents.  

Even the most timid among 
us have relaxed. The chatter 
resumes, and children skip up 
and down the rolling trail, too 
distracted to realize that they 
are exercising. 

We jump over logs and leap 
over small rivulets that may 
carry water in wetter seasons. 

Ocean Kelly and Elizabeth 
Reamy hold hands and walk 
side by side down the path 
singing: “We’re going into the 
jungle,” a song, I think, they 
had just made up. 

We stop again to look 
around, and this time the chil-
dren raise their hands eagerly 
to call out the colors they see: 
yellow, green, orange, red, blue 
and brown. 

As we approach the over-
look to the stream below, 
we begin to feel large round 
raindrops fall, scattered 
between the leaves. Though we 
are kept dry by the canopy of 
trees, the children are suddenly 
reminded of their vulnerability 
out here amongst all things 
natural. 

“Why is God making it 
rain?” Chloe Porter asks, 
warily. 

Ms. Burgess promises that 
nobody will melt, and if they 
do, she vows to carry them 
home. We gather under a large 
tree for shelter and look out 
over a tall marsh at the head-
waters of Crabbe Mill Creek. 

“The beaver lives down 
there somewhere,” Ms. Bur-
gess says, “but I don’t know 
exactly where.” 

We scan the grass and 
stream below for signs of life. 
From here we can see the 
remains of smaller trees that 
were successfully carted away.

Whether it’s the promise of 
a wild creature lurking just 
below or the inevitability of 
getting hit by a raindrop, brave 
camouflaged Andrew is sud-
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interest loans. While no one 
dictates that the system has to 
pay for itself, she said it shows 
the federal and state agencies 
handling grant and loan money 
that the town can pay back the 
debt. 

“It increases the town’s 
chances. (The government 
agencies) grant the money to 
those trying the hardest,” she 
said.

Stevens added that there are 
also low-interest loans avail-
able to localities who don’t 
have self-sufficient systems.

However, she cautioned that 
bringing the minimum usage 
back to the 6,000 gallon level 
would result in a loss of $20,000 
in water fees and $40,000 in 
sewer fees  per year.

Wastewater treatment plant 
manager Robert Finch said 
the town will most likely need 
more grant money.

“We have to go after a tre-
mendous amount of money to 
replace the town’s water and 
sewer lines,” he said. 

Finch did concede that one 
of the ways to hold utility 
rates was to expand the cus-
tomer base. 

With a capacity to handle 
500,000 gallons a day, the 
wastewater treatment plant 
is under-utilized with only 
150,000 gallons of sewage 
being treated each day. 

Finch said some public util-
ity facilities increase the price 
to users on a tiered rate system 
that penalizes excessive users 
by increasing the rate as the 
use increases.

Town clerk for water and 
sewer, Jackie Blencowe, said 
the town uses a flat rate struc-
ture over the 4,000 gallon 
minimum. There is no rate 
increase for people using 
disproportionate amounts of 
water.

denly on the brink of tears. 
“I want to go back,” he says, 

lips trembling. A ripple of 
concern runs through the class 
to see their young leader so 
overcome. 

“We are,” Ms. Burgess 
promises, “taking his hand. 
Nobody will be left behind.”

The moment feels pivotal. 
The whole group dynamic 
could collapse here on this 
overlook with crocodile tears 
falling from the sky. 

A quietness returns as we 
head back up the hill and join 
with a wider trail that will lead 
us back to the school. 

Luis Verdugo, one of those 
venturing into the woods for 
the first time today, points to a 
small fork in the trail. 

“I want to go THAT way!” 
he says. 

He sees possibility in 
the roads less traveled, the 
adventures lurking around the 
next bend. I share his desire to 
explore further. 

But, the majority of the 
group, shaken by that moment 
back at the lookout, is ready 
once again for the familiar 
hum of florescent lights and 
the cool of the air conditioning 
back at school. 

As the light of the meadow 
beyond announces the trail’s 
end ahead, the class picks up 
the pace to a full screaming 
sprint.

“We made it!” they cry, run-
ning through the grass, arms 
stretched to the sky. 

The drizzle has ceased 
momentarily, and we make our 
way through the cool humidity 
back to the school building, 
chatting on the way.

“That was awesome,” Pat-
rick concludes. 

“Can we do that every 
week?” Coley Lawson asks.

“Yeah!” several classmates 
agree. 

It may be spring before 
these seasoned kindergartners 
return to the woods with their 
P.E. class. 

During their tenure at Nor-
thumberland schools, however, 
they may visit the trail again 
with their science class, on a 
field trip with the Audobon 
society, with the Boy Scouts, 
or even with the cross-country 
team. 

Completed two years ago, 
the nature trail is still evolv-
ing, said Superintendent Clint 
Stables. It has been improved 
by two sturdy bridges and a set 
of stairs built by Bob Parker 
and his Boy Scouts. 

Sections are being widened 
to link the trail up with the 
new high school track for 
cross country meets. 

A $7,000 grant from the 
Chesapeake Bay License Plate 
Fund is paying for a sheltered 
outdoor classroom on the trail, 
which volunteers from NAPS 
are helping to design and 
build. 

Stables said he hopes to one 
day have placards identifying 
the various plants and trees 
along the trail, and maybe even 
some history of the ravine. 

For Northumberland 
students, the nature trail is a 
pathway of opportunity, explo-
ration and experience. 

The Northumberland and 
River Counties Chapters 
of the American Red Cross 
will offer training in disas-
ter response at the Fairfields 
United Methodist Church in 
Burgess.

Training sessions will be 
held from 9 a.m. to noon and 
from 1 to 4 p.m. on Novem-
ber 10 and 17.

The morning sessions 
November 10 will be “Ful-
filling Our Mission.” The 
afternoon session will be 
“Mass Care.”

The morning session 
November 17 will be “Shel-
ter Operations.” The after-
noon session will be “Shelter 
Simulations.”

To take one or more classes, 
call 580-4933.

On November 17, the Friends 
of the Rappahannock Com-
munity College/ Richmond 
County Library Center will 
host “Celebrating the Season,” 
an all-day program featuring 
Donald Haynie.

A lecture on “Herbs for the 
Holidays” will begin at 10 a.m., 
and “The Season of Advent,” at 
1 p.m. 

Advance reservations will 
be required for both sessions at 
RCC’s Warsaw Campus lecture 
hall. Luncheon, sales, and the 
silent auction will take place 
in the student lounge. The cost 
is $15 per person for each ses-
sion. For tickets, call Carolyn 
Loritsch at 804-333-6712.

Proceeds from the fund-
raiser will benefit the Library 
Center.

The silent auction will be 
held from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

A noted herbalist and florist 
whose 25 years at Common-
wealth Florist in Warsaw is still 
remembered, Donald Haynie 
is the co-founder of Buffalo 

The Northern Neck Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) program recently launched its fourth annual Christmas 
wreath sale.

CASA is a private organization that relies on community sup-
port and private donations. The wreaths are sold as a fund-raiser.

They are made from Fraser Fir are 22 “ in diameter and sell for 
$23 each, tax included. They are shipped directly to CASA from 
a Christmas tree farm in North Carolina.

Those who purchased last year will receive an order blank in 
the mail. To place an order, call 462-0881, or send a check to 
CASA in the amount of $23. Mail checks to CASA, P.O. Box 
695, Lancaster, VA 22503.

Wreaths will be distributed in the Chesapeake Commons Shop-
ping Center December 6 from 4 to 6 p.m.; December 7 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.; and December 8 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
will hold a Christmas oyster roast  
December 1 from 12:30 to 3:30 
p.m. at Roanoke Farm in Heaths-
ville. 

Owner A. Mason Brent will 
host and supervise the roast with 
the help of St. Stephen’s parishio-
ners and friends. The menu will 
include roasted oysters, pork bar-
becue, slaw, and drinks. 

Tours of the house will be avail-
able. Recognized as a “Virginia 
Century Farm,” continuously 
operated by the same family for 
at least 100 years, Roanoke has 
been in the Brent family for more 
than a century and a half.  Its 600 
acres span the north and south 
sides of Route 360; 116 acres 
are under conservation easement.  
Roanoke is one of 15 farms in 
Northumberland County that 
have been designated Century 
Farms and its historic house is 
featured frequently in Historic 
Garden Week tours. 

The story-and-a-half cot-
tage on the west dates from the 

middle of the 18th century, while 
the three-and-a-half-story center 
was built in the first quarter of the 
19th century. The eastern wing 
was added earlier this year.  

On the first floor is a family 
room with a large brick fire-
place, a small dining room, and a 
modern kitchen using white pine 
boards from trees on the farm 
that were felled by Hurricane 
Isabel.  On the second floor is a 
bath and a master bedroom with 
pine drawers built into the walls 
between the dormers.

Specially ordered nine-pane 
windows matching those of the 
original 18th-century cottage 
help the new wing harmonize 
with the old one.

 Tickets are $20 in advance 
and $25 at the farm. Tickets 
are available at the Heaths-
ville branches of EVB and 
Bank of Lancaster, or call 580-
8104. Proceeds will benefit St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
and Hospice of the Northern 
Neck. 

Roanoke will offer tours during oyster roast December 1.

Church oyster roast
set at Roanoke Farm

Haynie to give two
holiday herb lectures

Donald Haynie

Springs Herb Farm in Raph-
ine.

He and partner Thomas 
Hamlin have restored an array 
of historic buildings, including 
the original stone-and-brick 
homestead, a barn which now 
serves as a gift shop, and some 
log cabins. 

Wreaths for sale

Red Cross 
training to
be offered
in November

(continued from page A1)
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meeting.
The meeting will be held in the 

Stafford Government Building, 
1300 Courthouse Road, exit 
140 on Interstate 95 in Stafford 
County. For more information 
on the CTB meeting, contact 
VDOT public affairs represen-
tative Laura Southard at 804-
786-6458.

 “We are encouraging people 
to attend the October 30th 
meeting,” said NBN president 
Pam Diehl. “We also encour-
age businesses, organizations 
as well as private citizens 
to write letters to the Norris 
Bridge Now (NBN) Com-
mittee and their representa-
tives for forwarding on to the 
Commonwealth Transporta-
tion Board.” Letters detailing 
concerns about the current 
condition and future plans 
can be sent to Norris Bridge 
Now, P.O. Box 152, Kilmar-
nock, VA 22482 or e-mailed 
to NorrisBridgeNow@gmail.
com.

Although the 2008 -2014 
VDOT Six-Year Plan will not 
be released to the public until 
June, 2008, the only time for 
public input into the planning 
of the plan is now. VDOT staff 
prepares a recommendation 
for the CTB to review during 
an additional round of public 
hearings in the Spring. New 
projects cannot receive funding 
without being assigned a proj-
ect number in either the design, 
right-of-way or construction 
cataglories of the STIP (State-
wide Transportation Improve-
ment Plan). 

Therefore NBN is calling 
for the area governments, busi-
nesses and citizens to proclaim 
their input now for the repair 
and subsequent replacement of 
the 50-year-old Norris Bridge. 
If you are unable to attend 
tonight’s public information 
session, additional informa-
tion may be recieved by call-
ing NBN 1-804-435-0720 
and leaving your question and 
return contact data.

Migrating monarchs 
A wave of orange and black splashed down at the Mos-
quito Point residence of Joe Lucas for about three days 
last week. Every winter, monarch butterflies migrate 
from around the United States and Canada to southern 
Florida or Mexico and hundreds, possibly thousands, 
annually stop over in one yard and mostly on one tree 
near the southernmost point in the Northern Neck. 
Neighbor Jay Wallin grabbed his camera to record this 
phenomenon of nature.

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors for Lancaster 
County will convene at 7 p.m. 
tonight (October 25) in the 
General District courtroom at 
the county courthouse at 8311 
Mary Ball Road in Lancaster.

A public input session on 
those items not otherwise cov-
ered by the agenda follows from 
7:01 p.m. to 7:05 p.m. Presen-
tations are scheduled from 7:05 
p.m. to 7:10 p.m.

Representatives of the Vir-
ginia Department of Transpor-
tation will meet with the board 
from 7:10 to 7:25 p.m.

The agenda calls for public 
hearings from 7:25 to 7:30 p.m. 
However, there are none adver-
tised.

The board will address the 
consensus docket from 7:30 
to 7:40 p.m. Consensus items 
include minutes for May 24, 
September 11, September 
18, September 27 and Octo-
ber 2 meetings, as well as the 
Community Criminal Justice 
Board.

The board will address the 
consideration docket from 
7:40 to 8:10 p.m. Consider-
ation items include salaries and 
invoices for October 2007, pre-
liminary subdivision approval 
for Cherry Hill subdivision, 
section one; and the January 
Planning District Commission 
Meeting.

From 8:10 to 8:35 p.m., 
board members may raise 
issues not otherwise covered 
by the agenda.

From 8:35 to 8:59 p.m., 
the county administrator may 
address the board.

Adjournment is scheduled 
from 8:59 to 9 p.m.

by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—The Vir-

ginia Department of Transpor-
tation has made a few changes 
at North Main Street and Old 
Fair Grounds Road to better 
accommodate access to and 
from Hawthorne Farms Road.

Acting town manager Lara 
Burleson told town council that 
VDOT residency administrator 
Sean Traponi reported a shared 
center turn lane at the inter-
section serving the Wal-Mart 
had been re-stripped so drivers 
would not be confused by the 
myriad of arrows that earned it 
the name “suicide lane” weeks 

Adjustments made at North Main Street intersection
before the new store opened.

Additionally, Burleson said 
the stop bar in the southbound 
lane was repainted before 
Hawthorne Farms Road and 
signage indicating 35 MPH 
speed limit was posted to slow 
traffic entering town. 

Councilman Paul Jones, a 
resident of Hawthorne Farms 
subdivision, said he tested the 
approach a number of times 
following cars traveling at 
speeds of 55 MPH all the way 
to Big L Tire. He suggested 
that the speed sign be larger 

and moved to the base of the 
hill at the town limits as origi-
nally suggested. 

“I don’t want to see us give 
out a bunch of tickets,” Jones 
said.

Burleson agreed to take the 
changes up with VDOT.

Lancaster
supervisors
meet tonight

The Northumberland Family YMCA will hold a Classic Coun-
try Dinner Auction November 3 at Hughlett’s Tavern Transporta-
tion Building located behind the courthouse in Heathsville.

There will be music and fine items to bid on. Auction items 
include accommodations for six in Orlando, Florida, with four 
Disney World tickets, a weekend stay with stocked fridge and 
pantry in Carytown, a fishing trip for six, four rounds of golf, and 
a weekend get-away for two to Tangier Island. More items will 
be available.

The menu will include a southern home-cooked buffet by Wil-
laby’s. A cash bar will be available.

This event is part of the YMCA Strong Communities cam-
paign, which provides support for programming, and scholar-
ships through the Guardian Program.

Last year, $7,000 in scholarships were provided to 270 area 
families and children.

For an invitation for this event, call 580-8901.

YMCA to host dinner and auction

(continued from page A1)
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