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KILMARNOCK—Norris Bridge Now (NBN) will con-
vene a public meeting at the Lancaster Community Library 
on School Street in Kilmarnock at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 25.

This meeting is a Call to Action for area businesses and 
citizens affected by the restrictions on the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge. All impacted members of the community 

Norris Bridge work to begin Monday
Traffic delays expected

by Audrey Thomasson
WHITE STONE—Prepara-

tion to replace two pins on the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge is expected to begin 
Monday, October 22, with the 
installation of support and 
jacking assembly, according to 
Gary Shelor, P.E., bridge struc-
tural engineer for the Virginia 
Department of Transportation. 

Traffic is expected to be shut 

down intermittently for up to 
20 minutes at a time as the 
beams are jacked up to install 
the support structure on both 
sides of the deck. Shelor said 
the repairs should be completed 
by November 3. 

The bridge was closed to 
traffic weighing over three tons 
October 3 after an inspection 
revealed a defective pin in the 
sixth span on the Middlesex 

side. Additional ultrasonic test-
ing of all the bridge pins on the 
deck trusses was completed 
this week, resulting in identifi-
cation of a second pin in need 
of replacement. 

Because both pins are 
located close together on the 
same span, replacement will be 
done using the same temporary 
support structure and will not 
result in additional closures, 
Shelor reported.

“The manufacturer worked 
through the weekend to com-
plete fabrication on the pieces,” 

for the pins, Shelor said. “Hope-
fully, everything is on schedule 
to get this thing done.”

McClean Contracting of Bal-
timore will do the work from a 
platform secured to a barge 
positioned under the bridge. 
When the support structure is 
completed October 29, crews 
will begin installing the new 
pins.

VDOT will continue to mon-
itor the bridge with inspections 
scheduled every three months. 
The next inspection will be in 
January 2008.

Public meeting slated
on Norris Bridge issues

Lancaster celebrates homecoming
From left, Ashley Landers and Travis Baker were all smiles 
after being crowned queen and king of Lancaster High’s 
homecoming last Friday night. The two reigned during a 
halftime celebration that included a performance by the 
LHS marching band. Washington and Lee spoiled some 
of the fun with a 35-0 defeat of the Devils for Lancaster’s 
first loss of the season. See page B8 for Homecoming 
activity coverage and page B10 for more game coverage. 
(Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi)  

Kilmarnock’s Scot-
tish Festival returns 

Saturday, October 20.
Activities will begin 

at 9 a.m. and will feature 
continuous entertainment 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For the children, there 
will be pony rides, a moon 
walk and slide, face paint-
ing, llamas and alpacas to 
pet and free trolley rides. 
Children are urged to 
select their free pumpkin 
for the  pumpkin painting 
contest.

Scottish dancers, 
cloggers, a Celtic singing 
group, the Kilmarnock 
and District Pipe Band 
and the St. Andrew’s Pipes 
and Drums of Richmond 
will perform together on 
Augusta Street.

Karen Lacey’s border 
collies will herd sheep 
herding on Augusta Street.

Saturday has been pro-
claimed Band Day.  The 
Lancaster High School 
Red Devil Marching Band 
will solicit funds for an 
upcoming trip to New 
Orleans.

The middle school 
band will perform at 10 
a.m. and the LHS Red 
Devil Marching Band will 
perform at 1:30 p.m. Both 
concerts will take place 
between West Church and 
Augusta streets.

A collector car show 
will be held on the town 
property at North Main 
Street. More than 100 cars 
are expected. 

The show is a non-
judged event that offers 
free registration to all 
vehicles 25 years and 
older, and to any Ferrari, 
Pantera, Cobra, any two-
place and 2+2 sports cars 
or other exotic vehicles. 
Commemorative plaques 
will be given to the first 
100 entries. Awards and 
prizes will be given at 3 
p.m.

The Kilmarnock trolley 
will operate free from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. between the 
two locations.

The Kilmarnock 
Museum will host experts 
from Richmond-Nanes-
mond Chapter of the 
Archaeological Society 
of Virginia to identify at 
no charge archaeological 
and related items. They 
also will display items 
from excavations. Native 
Americans will demon-
strate flint napping.

The festival will also 
include artists producing 
portraits and caricatures. 

Vendors offering food 
and other goods will be on 
Augusta Street.

A robot boat will be 
featured at the Northern 
Neck Sail and Power 
Squadron booth.

Radio station 101.7 Bay 
FM will broadcast from 
downtown from 9 a.m. to 
noon.

The Scottish Day 
Festival is sponsored by 
the Kilmarnock Chamber 
of Commerce, Wal-Mart,  
101.7 Bay FM, Cardinal 
Waste Services, Rappah-
annock Rentals, the Rap-
pahannock Record, 104.9 
WIGO and Wachovia 
Securities. 

Scottish
Festival
returns
Saturday

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—Comcast 

representative Ken Dye returned 
before the Northumberland 
board of supervisors this month 
to report that everything with 
the system is “not hunky dory,” 
as he hoped it would be by now.

New equipment arrived at the 
beginning of the month and was 
installed October 5, he said. 

Some of the company’s high-
est-level technicians were on-
site in Northumberland that day.  

The upgrades included new 
digital tuners for the off-air 
channels. The cables at the head 
end were replaced and refitted.

A private contractor, Nation-
wide Antenna from Kentucky, 
came out to adjust the off-air 
antennas. 

That tweaking improved 
reception somewhat, Dye said 
and customers in Northum-
berland received good pictures 
on most channels that day. But 
Channel 4 out of Hampton 

Roads and Channel 8 out of 
Richmond were still fuzzy. 

By the weekend, however, 
many customers, including 
those in the Lewisetta, Browns 
Store, and Mallard Bay areas, 
had lost service all together. 

Highland Point resident Bob 
Kane was among those who lost 
service that weekend. 

“All I ask for is a clear signal 
and sound seven days a week,” 
he told Dye at the meeting.

He said that it takes ten min-

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
CLARAVILLE—Great concrete 

walls seem to be rising almost 
overnight from the dust.  

So little progress was visible at 
the site of Northumberland’s new 
middle and high school during the 
first eight months of construction, 
that these last four months have 
seemed miraculous. 

Every day new walls and roof 
lines appear. The middle school 
even has classrooms on the first 
floor, and standing in the gymna-
sium or the cafeteria one can begin 

to understand what the rooms are 
going to look and feel like. 

“It’s getting exciting,” said 
superintendent Clint Stables who 
visits the site every few days. 

The building should be dried-
in by December, contractors say, 
and the opening for both schools is 
scheduled for January 2009. 

Groundbreaking last October 
was followed by many months 
of dirt work, laying underground 
infrastructure and setting founda-
tions. 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland Association for 
Progressive Stewardship will 
host an election forum at 7 p.m. 
tonight (October 18) in the 
Northumberland High School 
auditorium.

The purpose of the forum is 
to allow those seeking office in 
Northumberland to introduce 
themselves to the audience 
and to present their views on 
key issues to the citizens of the 
county. All candidates who are 
standing for election have been 
invited to participate, including 
those who are running unop-
posed.

Each speaker will have an 
agreed number of minutes to 
speak without interruption. 
Written questions posed by the 
public and Northumberland 
High School students will be 
read by a moderator, and can-
didates may respond, within a 
given time period.

At the conclusion of the ses-
sion, candidates will have an 
opportunity to mingle with the 
audience in an informal set-
ting.

Northumberland
election forum
slated for tonight

The auditorium’s curved back wall creates the focal point between the 
entrances of Northumberland’s new middle and high school. 

Architect Doug Westmoreland, his assistant and superintendent 
Clint Stables tour the high school corridor. Large windows open-
ing onto the courtyard and skylights above will bring light into the 
hallway, which leads to the cafeteria and gymnasium. 

New school takes shape

Cable company attempts to do right by county
utes to go through the process 
to report a service problem and 
unless three people in the area 
report a problem simultaneously, 
a 24-hour serviceman won’t be 
sent and the outage is not even 
recorded. 

“They blame the house,” Kane 
said. “In 18 years, it’s never been 
my house.”

It often takes the local ser-
vicemen three to five days to 
even be notified of the problem, 
Kane said.

“Every now and then the 
customer service people will 
credit my bill. And, while 
that’s nice, you can’t replace 
a Redskins game I missed, 
or Ken Burns’ ‘War’ or the 
aggravation I feel and the time 

I spend dealing with this.”
Dye said Kane’s criticisms 

were valid, especially about 
needing three or more callers 
to report an outage, which may 
not work well in a rural area 
where the customer base is more 
spread out. 

Dye promised to look into 
that. 

He also said that Comcast 
plans to bring another consultant 
in to make recommendations for 
relocating the antennas, adjust-
ing their height or replacing 
them to improve reception on 
those stations, Dye said. 

Servicemen are also looking 
for possible systematic problems 
to make sure something isn’t 
being overlooked, Dye said. 

(continued on page A15)
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583 Slabtown Road • Lancaster, Va. • 462-0002
Thursday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

Locusville  Plantation
�������

“Using Farm Methods of our Heritage”

Tour Our Gardens • Visit Our Store 
Eggs • Vegetables • Herbs • Collectibles • Folk Art

Pumpkins • Apples • Gourds • Etc.

From Rt. 3 in Lively, Take Rt. 201 South (White Chapel Road) 3 miles, 
Left on Rt. 354 (River Rd), Go about 4 1/2 miles through Ottoman, 

 Left on Rt. 625 (Slabtown Rd.), 1/2 mile on left.

SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, 
Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 

ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  
SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE
* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

*Now accepting 
Visa, 

Mastercard & 
Discover*

SUN, OCT 21 MON-THURS, OCT 22-25

SAT, OCT 20FRI, OCT 19
30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R)
2:30, 4:45, 7:25, 9:40
FEEL THE NOISE (PG13)
3:05, 5:05, 7:05, 9:10
THE COMBACKS (PG13)
3:10, 5:10, 7:10, 9:15
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
2:35, 5:00, 7:30, 9:55
GAME PLAN (PG)
3:00, 5:15, 7:35, 9:50

30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R)
4:45, 7:25, 9:40
FEEL THE NOISE (PG13)
5:05, 7:05, 9:10
THE COMBACKS (PG13)
5:10, 7:10, 9:15
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
5:00, 7:30, 9:50
GAME PLAN (PG)
5:15, 7:35, 9:50

30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R)
2:30, 4:45, 7:25
FEEL THE NOISE (PG13)
3:05, 5:05, 7:05
THE COMBACKS (PG13)
3:10, 5:10, 7:10
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
2:35, 5:00, 7:30
GAME PLAN (PG)
3:00, 5:15, 7:35

30 DAYS OF NIGHT (R)
7:25
FEEL THE NOISE (PG13)
7:05
THE COMBACKS (PG13)
7:10
TYLER PERRYS: WHY DID
I GET MARRIED (PG13)
7:30
GAME PLAN (PG)
7:35
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Cooley sisters get re-acquainted
Rehearsals continue for The Lancaster Players’ production 
of “The Cooley Girls,” an award-winning play by Brad Ste-
phens of Irvington. Cooley sisters from left include Brenda 
(Tess Dumais), Harriet (Sharon Robertson) and Rose (Susan 
Robertson). John Baumhardt directs. The play will pre-
miere in November at The Palyhouse in White Stone. Stage 
dates are November 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, and 17 at 8 p.m.; and 
November 11 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20 each and include 
dessert. For reservations, call 435-3776. 
(Photo by Robert Mason Jr.)

October
18 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Photo Group meets 
at 2 p.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m. at The Art of 
Coffee in Montross. 493-0873.
A Creatures of the Night 
Hike will be offered at Belle 
Isle State Park from 7 to 9 
p.m. $3. 462-5030.
The Rappatomac Writers 
Critique Group will meet 
at 2 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Community College in 
Warsaw.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone. 
Men, women and newcomers 
are invited. No reservations are 
needed. 462-7605.
The Planning Commission 
for Lancaster County will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the courthouse in 
Lancaster.
The Planning Commission 
for Northumberland County 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
courthouse in Heathsville.
Bingo will be played at the 
American Legion Post on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock. 
Doors open at 6 p.m.
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110. 
The Virginia Native Plant 
Society Northern Neck 
Chapter will meet at 
12:15 p.m. at Wicomico 
Parish Church in Wicomico 
Church. Bring a brown-bag 
lunch. Beverages and light 
refreshments provided.
After Hours for Lancaster 
County Chamber of 
Commerce members and 
guests will be hosted by Back 
Inn Time Bed and Breakfast in 
Kilmarnock from 5 to 7 p.m. 
RSVP 435-6092.
An Election Forum for 
Northumberland County 
candidates for election in 
November will be held at 7 p.m. 
at Northumberland High School.

19 Friday
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center in 
Lively at 5:45 p.m.
FAB (formerly Fat Ammon’s 
Band)  will rock the deck at 
Smokin’ Joe’s in Kilmarnock 
from 6 to 10 p.m. 435-6000.

19 Friday
Fine Swiss Cheese will be 
featured at 9 p.m. at Damon’s 
Bar & Grill in Gloucester. 693-
7218.
A Coffee House will be held 
by the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA  from 7:30  to 11 p.m. 
at The Playhouse in White 
Stone. There will be an open 
mike segment from 10 to 
11 p.m. $15  includes hors 
d’eouvres, dessert, coffee, 
soft drinks and a cash bar. For 
tickets, visit the YMCA, or call 
Lisa Shivers at 435-0578.
The 26th Annual Callao 
Firemen’s Festival will be get 
under way with tiny tot and 
Junior Miss Callao contests.

.20 Saturday
The Gurleys will perform at 
the The Playhouse in White 
Stone at 7:30 p.m. to benefit 
the Lancaster Band Boosters. 
Tickets are $10 and may be 
purchased by calling 462-
0697.
The Piano Men will open the 
Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts On Stage series 
for 2007-08. The multi-media 
presentation will feature Jim 
Witter on keyboard. The 1970s 
rock musical highlights the 
music of Billy Joel and Elton 
John. The concert will begin at 
8 p.m. at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater in Kilmarnock. 
Ticket information is available 
by calling 435-0292.
A Fall Canoe Trip will be held 
at Belle Isle State Park from 4 
to 6 p.m. $6. Call 462-5030 for 
reservations.
Brunswick Stew will be 
available for take-out 
Saturday, October 20, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
White Stone United Methodist 
Church in White Stone. $8 per 
quart.

.20 Saturday
The 26th Annual Callao 
Firemen’s Festival will get 
under way at 8 a.m. with a 5K 
run. Other activities will include 
a baby contest, a country fair, 
a health fair, a diaper derby, a 
hunting dog show, a Karaoke 
contest, arts, crafts, exhibits, 
civic booths, food booths, 
carnival games, horseshoe 
competition, antique tractors, 
cars and trucks, a Civil War re-
enactment, pie eating contest, 
nail driving contest, seed 
spitting contest and 2 p.m. 
parade with grand marshal 
Phillip H. Deitz.
The Chesapeake Bay 
Dowsers will host a field trip 
to map and explore a newly 
discovered vortex in Lancaster 
County. Meet at the home of 
Bill Bonnell at 481 Lonesome 
Pine Trail in Lancaster at 9 
a.m. Bring dowsing tools, 
especially “L” rods.
An Oyster Roast will be 
held at Cowarts Seafood 
in Lottsburg from 2 to 5:30 
p.m., sponsored by the 
Northumberland County 
Republican Committee. $25 
in advance, $30 at the gate. 
$5 for children 6 to 13 years, 
free for children 5 years and 
younger.
Oktoberfest will be celebrated 
by the Upper Lancaster 
Ruritan Club and the Morattico 
Waterfront Museum beginning 
at 5 p.m. Dinner will be served 
at 5:30 p.m. Music will be 
provided by the Randy Davis 
band, Something Else. Tickets 
are $20 and may be obtained 
in advance by contacting any 
Ruritan or museum member. 
The Tavern Farmers’ Market 
will be held at the Tavern 
Complex in Heathsville from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

20 Saturday
A Book Signing will be held at 
Twice Told Tales in Kilmarnock. 
Author Ardyce Kinsley will 
sign Passage to Sharpes from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and  Karen 
Westermann will sign The 
Chief and I from 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
The Colonial Beach Rescue 
Squad Auxiliary will hold a 
ham and turkey dinner from 
4:30 to 6:30. 224-7750.
Afternoon at the River to 
benefit the Family Maternity 
Center of the Northern Neck 
will be held from 2 to 6 p.m. 
at Motley Farm at 516 Motley 
Lane in Farnham. Music, 
buffet, raffle and silent auction. 
$50. Tickets are available at 
Booth’s Furniture, Picture Me, 
and from Cheryl Sadler Pugh 
at Davenport and Co. at 435-
7705.
A Fish Fry will be held at 
Fairfields United Methodist 
Church in Burgess from 5 to 7 
p.m. $10 adults, $5 children.
Senior Curator Bly Straube 
of the Association for the 
Preservation of Virginia 
Antiquities will be the guest 
speaker at the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum and 
Library meeting at 10 a.m. at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. To attend, call 
462-7280.

21 Sunday
The Widowed Persons 
Service for Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties 
holds its lunch brunch at 
Great Fortune in Kilmarnock 
immediately following church 
services.
Steve Keith will be featured 
at 6 p.m. at Legend Brewing 
Company in Richmond.

22 Monday
The Historyland Community 
Workshop volunteer craft 
group meets at the Lancaster 
Woman’s Club from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Brown bag lunch. 
Guests welcome.
Duplicate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone. 
Men, women and newcomers 
are invited. No reservations. 
462-7605.
The Middle Peninsula-
Northern Neck Local Human 
Rights Committee will meet 
at the Gloucester Counseling 
Center at 9228 George 
Washington Memorial Highway 
in Gloucester, beginning at 1 
p.m.

(continued on page A3)
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On Stage with Jim Witter
The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts On Stage series 
for 2007-08 will open October 20 with The Piano Men, 
featuring Jim Witter (above) on keyboard. The multi-media 
presentation with pictures from the 1970s on the screen 
showcases songs of Billy Joel and Elton John. The concert 
will begin at 8 p.m. at the Lancaster Middle School The-
ater in Kilmarnock.Ticket information is available by calling 
435-0292.
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Upcoming

22 Monday
The Democratic Committee 
for Lancaster County will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Bank of 
Lancaster northside branch in 
Kilmarnock.

23 Tuesday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 
Weems. 462-7125. 
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.
The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. at 
2600 Washington Avenue in 
Newport News. 
Bridge will be played at 
1 p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
Voyages 5, a planning seminar 
on aging will be held at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. For reservations, call 
438-4000.

24 Wednesday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone meets at 12:30 
p.m. at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 2:30 p.m. 
at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock. 438-
5127.
The RFM Quilters meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The Lancaster Lions Club will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at Rose’s 
Crab House in Kilmarnock.

25 Thursday
The RFM Boat Shop opens 
at 9 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-
6529.

25 Thursday
No-Name Needlers will 
gather at 1 p.m.  at The Art 
of Coffee in Montross. 493-
0873.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
An Alzheimer’s Support 
Group will meet at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury at 10:30 a.m. 
695-9382.
A Cancer Support Group 
will meet at Rappahannock 
General Hospital at 3 p.m. 
435-8593.
Bingo will be played at 
the American Legion Post 
on Waverly Avenue in 
Kilmarnock. Doors open at 
6 p.m.
A Depression Recovery 
Support Group will meet 
at 3 p.m. at the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
Kilmarnock. 758-8110.
A Spaghetti Dinner will be 
served by the Lancaster 
High School baseball 
team at Dream Fields 
near Kilmarnock from 5 to 
7 p.m. $8 for adults, $6 
for students. Tickets are 
available at local businesses, 
Lancaster High School, or at 
the door.
Norris Bridge Now will 
convene a public meeting at 
the Lancaster Community 
Library on School Street in 
Kilmarnock at 5:30 p.m. to 
address Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge issues.
The Northern Neck Wild 
Turkey Association 
Scholarship Foundation 
Gala will be held at 6:30 
p.m. at the Rappahannock 
River Yacht Club. For 
reservations, call 462-0444.
Line Dancing is held from 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at The Bay 
School on Main Street in 
Mathews. 725-1278.
The Board of Supervisors 
for Lancaster County will 
meet  at 7 p.m.
Mahjong will be played at 
10:30 a.m. at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone. Drinks 
and dessert provided. Tables 
of three or more. $2 per 
person. 438-4152.

(Submit calendar items to 
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

(continued from page A2)
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Defending  
the orchestra
From Guy Hayden, music 
director and conductor
Northern Neck Orchestra

The first order of business 
is for me to assure the com-
munity that I greatly appreci-
ate the opportunity to serve as 
the Northern Neck Orchestra’s 
music director and conductor.

Let them play
From Jason Selph, 
coach Northern Neck  
Rush Football

Lancaster High School has 
decided not to allow any com-
munity football teams to play 
games on the high school foot-
ball field.

I have heard excuses about 
the grass being damaged 
because of the dry weather, 
to now it being a safety issue. 
The truth is Lancaster has had 
more rain than any of our sur-
rounding counties, yet all other 
counties continue to allow com-
munity teams to play, none of 
which have a sprinkler system 
and as far as a safety issue, the 
field at LHS is no harder than 
any other field we practice on. 
In fact, it is probably softer. 
The high school is sending the 
wrong message by not sup-
porting community sports. The 
high school more than anyone 
should be supportive because 
they ask a lot of the community 
in its fund-raising efforts.

These kids have a right to 
play on the field and to con-
tinue not to allow them to play 
is ridiculous. I ask that every-
one call school officials and 
ask to let them play.

Leave policy 
needs more 
consideration
From Roy Cameron
White Stone

The recent debate about the 
paying of Dr. Latimore for 
unused sick leave and vacation 
brings to question—”What 
exactly is the leave policy for 
the school board and what con-
stituted Dr. Latimore’s contract 
of employment? 

If the policy (or lack thereof) 
and the understanding of the 
policy was to pay for all leave, 
then the payment was proper. 
And since it was likely thor-
oughly researched by the 
boards and attorneys, the pay-
ment was likely appropriately 
made under the contract.

What is in order now is a 
close review of the policy. 
Does the school division have 
a clear policy regarding leave? 
Is it appropriate? In my gov-
ernment work experience, 
while unused vacation, up to 
a cap, was paid as a severance, 
sick leave was never paid upon 
leaving a position. The system 
in which I worked had/has a 
system whereby employees 
earn vacation on a graduated 
scale based on years of service. 
Thirty days of this accumulated 
leave could be carried over at 
the end of a calendar year. They 
are also granted 10 days of sick 
leave per year which could be 
accumulated without limit.

An employee is paid for 
vacation upon leaving the posi-
tion for whatever reason as he 
has “earned” the vacation, but 
not for sick leave. To ease the 
penalty of not being paid for 
sick leave, which was granted, 
not earned, the employee is 
credited with one month retire-
ment credit for each 20 days or 
fraction thereof of sick leave. 
In this way career employees 
who performed an adequate 
job through his/her career and 
were fortunate to not have been 
sick, benefit over the period of 
their retirement.

Many employees are unable 
to take all their earned vacation 
each year for a variety of rea-
sons and are permitted to con-
vert excess vacation at the end 
of the year (the amount over 
the cap) to sick leave. These 
employees who have accumu-
lated leave likely many times 
worked when they were feeling 
poorly yet reported for work. In 
spite of the depiction of public 
employees as shovel leaners, 
most are dedicated employees 
who forgo higher wages in 
the private sector for what are 
thought to be better fringe ben-
efits in the public sector.

This issue is coming to the 
fore due only to the amount 
of money involved in Dr. Lat-
imore’s case. Let’s take care 
not to penalize the rank and file 
county employee with a knee 
jerk reaction. It is indeed time 
to take a close look at the leave 
policy and while we are at it, 
the policymakers.

Unhappy with
‘Devil Country’
From Catherine Crabill, 
Irvington

As I drove through Lancaster 
last weekend I was struck by a 
banner hung in front of Lan-
caster High School, “Welcome 
to Devil Country.”

I associate Devil with 
death, destruction, sin, dark-
ness, evil, wickedness, deceit, 
selfishness, pride, arrogance, 
haughtiness, self-indulgence, 
faction, divisiveness, dishon-
esty, lies, injustice, dishonor, 
resentment, fear, worry, 
unrighteousness, delusion, 
damnation, the antichrist, 
temptation, adversarial, sen-
suality, perversion, lust, pain, 
anguish, suffering, rejec-
tion, brokenness, bitterness, 
unforgiving, strife, vanity, 
witchcraft, idolatry, hatred, 
seditions, heresy, envy, 
murder, drunkenness, addic-
tions, adultery and hell.

Why is this our high school 
mascot?

The recent notices of the fiftieth anniversary of the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge and the subsequent findings of 
structural weaknesses in one of the pins brings to mind the 

bridge crisis of 1993. 
At the time, I was serving on the Northumberland County 

Board of Supervisors and at the board’s July meeting at the end 
of his report, the resident engineer of VDOT commented that the 
bridge would be undergoing repairs and that it would be closed 
for ten hours a night for over six months. He made the same 
announcement at the meetings of other jurisdictions.

I can recall no other event which so galvanized the populace 
of the Northern Neck into cohesive action. For a start, princi-
pal concerns centered on accessibility to Rappahannock General 
Hospital, which at the time was still in the business of delivering 
babies, many of whose mothers came from across the river in 
Middlesex County. What would they do if they had to reach the 
hospital at 3 a.m.? What about the physicians and nursing staff 
who lived over there?

Carter Roane drove a bus filled with workers back and forth 
each day to the shipyard in Newport News. How would those indi-
viduals like the extra hour through Tappahannock each morning? 
VDOT alleged that the work could not be accomplished with-
out closing the bridge to traffic. Betty Barrack of the Lancaster 
County Board of Supervisors  contacted everyone she knew and 
demands flooded into VDOT for another solution.

The commissioner of transportation, realizing that matters 
were going far beyond what he and his engineers had anticipated, 
formed a citizens advisory committee to work with VDOT to 
try to reach a workable alternative. Congressman Herb Bateman 
assigned his aide, Pete Kirkham, to work with the localities, all 
of which adopted resolutions requesting the bridge be kept open 
24 hours a day, even if to one-way traffic.

The groundswell reached a crescendo at the public meetings 
held around the area. The highpoint came at Middlesex High 
School when the commissioner announced that modern medicine 
had progressed to such an extent that nowadays doctors merely 
told the expectant mothers when to deliver, thereby enabling 
them to arrange all deliveries when the bridge was open. After the 
laughter subsided and several physicians present spoke in refuta-
tion, the commissioner seemed to realize he had been licked.

A plan ensued whereby the bridge indeed would stay open 24 
hours a day, with humps being installed to allow the workers the 
space to operate as vehicles passed over them. The process proved 
to be effective and the work went well from the fall of 1993 to the 
fall of 1995, when it was finished. 

The citizens advisory committee held numerous meetings and 
I made all of them. In October 1995, we decided to hold a rededi-
cation ceremony and set the date for January 5, 1996, at 10 a.m. 
I came home and told my good wife, then expecting the second 
B.E., that she should plan for delivery on the morning of the 5th. 
She asked why, and I told her that I had not missed a single meet-
ing and the only thing that could keep me away was the birth of 
our child. Sure enough, I took her to RGH the evening of the 4th, 
and at 7:45 a.m., the B.E. arrived. Two hours later I listened as 
the ceremony was being broadcast on the radio, amused that my 
prediction had come true.

Now it is time for new hard decisions. In a recent conversa-
tion with my good friend, Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard of White 
Stone, with whom I served on the citizens advisory committee, 
we both remarked simultaneously that the efforts of 1993-1995 
were in reality a band-aid operation. This go-round will not be 
as simple.

I dedicate this week’s 
column to the memory of 
the late Representative Jo 

Ann Davis, who died October 
6, after a two-year battle with 
cancer. She was laid to rest 
October 11. May she rest in 
peace.

If you were fortunate 
enough to have met her, you 
would agree that she was an 
amazing woman. She was a 
strong lady who looked at 
herself as an ordinary citi-
zen, despite her extraordinary 
accomplishments.

I remember one time I was 
talking to her at the Town of 
Kilmarnock’s 75th anniver-
sary celebration. We were 
standing outside in the cold 
and at this time she was gong 
through her first round of 
cancer treatments. She had 
gone through a chemotherapy 
session just the day before this 
event and you would never 
have known it. She was smil-
ing and cheerful as always 
and stayed around and spoke 
to folks after the event, even 
though it was cold and windy 
outside. I asked her how she 
did all these things while 
undergoing cancer treatments 
that have such an effect on 
one’s strength. Her response 
was that she was no different 
than anyone else; others had 
to deal with tough times and 
she could too. I remember 
thinking how courageous and 
resilient she was that after-
noon, and that her response 
epitomizes the person she 
was. She was a role model to 
everyone she met.

Davis’s spirit was unbeliev-
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Letters to the Editor
Excerpts by Henry Lane Hull

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Robert J. Wittman

Last season a new player in 
the orchestra from Newport 
News commented on how 
delightful it is to drive through 
the country, arrive in Kilmar-
nock and find such a wonderful 
orchestra. I agree. The commu-
nity should be very proud of the 
support it continually displays 
in sustaining the orchestra. 

I leave each rehearsal and 
performance elated at being 
able to add to the community 
creating music with and for its 
members. They honor me and I 
thank them.

Not everyone however does 
me such honor. In the Septem-
ber 20 Letters to the Editor are 
comments under the heading 
“Orchestra divorced from the 
community.” This is such a sad 
bit of work that it pains me to 
respond, although I must. Too 
many good people are done a 
disservice by the letter in ques-
tion for me to not offer a rebut-
tal. 

The commitment of the dedi-
cated returning players should 
not be so readily dismissed. In 
addition, the orchestra’s board 
of directors and executive com-
mittee invest much time and 
effort in fund raising to assure 
the continuity of this important 
undertaking. The orchestra is a 
team and deserves recognition 
for their efforts.

The writer comments, 
“(Local musicians) are being 
replaced by musicians the con-
ductor prefers over our local 
talent.” This is nonsense. The 
community has many fine 
local players. How wonderful 
it would be if they all played 
with the orchestra. Those with 
professional skills who come 
prepared having practiced on 
their own set a fine example for 
the many young people who 
are part of the orchestra. They 
are also an inspiration to those 
who still aspire.

Equally valuable are the 
dedicated amateur players who 
give so much time practicing 
and rehearsing, presenting a 
concert to show their neighbors 
what they do 20 Monday nights 
every year. This sacrifice is the 
very nature of community. 

The orchestra does have a 
significant group of young 
players. The adults who give 
their time and talents to the 
orchestra set the best example 
of community commitment to 
these young people. Indeed, “It 
takes a village.”

The Northern Neck Orches-
tra community has increased 
considerably in the past three 
years, now hosting volunteer 
players from Richmond, Wil-
liamsburg, Newport News 
and Hampton. These musi-
cians gather weekly just for the 
pleasure of sharing orchestral 
music with each other. The 
orchestra enjoys a constantly 
improving sound and impres-
sive ensemble playing because 
performers take responsibility 
for their own preparation. They 
also share considerable cama-
raderie for having made great 
music together. Is this not com-
munity?

The letter which prompted 
these comments includes a 
litany of ills that can best be 
described as “sour grapes.” No 
one has ever been asked to leave 
the orchestra. Those who have 
done so (including the author 
of the letter) left by their own 
choosing. They will always be 
welcome to return.

At the beginning of every 
concert rehearsal period the 
returning members of the 
orchestra greet and make wel-
come those who have recently 
joined them. We invite you and 
your readers to do the same. 

able and her resolve led her 
to accomplish many things, 
where others may have given 
up. I first worked with her 
when I served on the Mon-
tross Town Council and later 
on the Westmoreland Board of 
Supervisors. She was instru-
mental in helping the town 
and county secure funds for 
the Montross sewage treat-
ment system and helped even 
more after the system was 
built when challenges arose 
with the federal agencies that 
funded the project. Recently, 
she played a large role in 
helping the Town of Warsaw 
secure federal funds for their 
sewage treatment system.

While she was excellent at 
accomplishing tasks which 
were needed to make the fed-
eral government work the way 
it was designed to, she was 
even better at making the fed-
eral government run the way 
it should: with a conscience. 
Her constituents were her 
driving force; whether it was 
through casework or the intro-
duction of legislation.

During her first term in the 
House of Representatives, she 
introduced and passed legis-
lation that increased the life 
insurance benefit that is paid 
to survivors of military mem-
bers killed in the line of duty. 
This was her first piece of 
legislation and it showed her 
will to fight for the families 
of those who lost everything 
fighting for America.

She will go down in history 
as the first Republican Con-
gresswoman of Virginia, but 
will remain in our hearts for 
her strong character and the 
work she did for the First Dis-
trict. My thoughts and prayers 
remain with her family; her 
husband, Chuck; her sons, 
Charles and Chris; and her 
granddaughter, Charlotte. I 
also offer my deepest sympa-
thies to the many that knew 
and loved her.

If I can be of assistance, 
call 804-493-0508, or email 
delrwittman@house.state.
va.us.

Email your
 NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com

Letters to the Editor com-
menting on positions of can-
didates in the November 6 
election will be published in 
the Rappahannock Record as 
space allows through the Octo-
ber 25 issue.

No election letters will be 
published November 1, the 
Thursday before the election.

Candidate letters
will not run
after October 25

by Robert Mason Jr.
Do you remember days not 

so long ago when the seasons 
changed?

Winter was marked by 
freezing rain and snow, ice 
storms, gray skies, oysters 
and frozen creeks.

Spring was marked by 
showers, light winds, flowers 
bursting through the snow and 
the first run of soft crabs.

Summer was marked by hot 
afternoons, balmy breezes, 
thunderstorms, blue skies 
and green grass, fishing  and 
crabbing,

And fall was marked by 
brilliant red and bright gold 
leaves on the trees, an occa-
sional hurricane, rockfish and 
oystermen returning to the 
Rappahannock.

Thanks to a hot dry summer 
that doesn’t know when to 
quit, you can forget all about 
brilliant reds and bright golds.

At least that’s what the arm-
chair meteorologists say.

However, oystermen have 
returned to the lower Rappa-
hannock.

Heaven forbid your fall is 
marked only by the prolifera-
tion of campaign signs.

By the time the election 
gets here, I’ll be so tired of 
the campaign propaganda, I 
may not go to the polls.

Meanwhile, the leaves are 
all shades of brown.

There are other signs of 
fall. The rockfish are biting.

The monarch butterflies 
have invaded Mosquito Point.

I’ve seen some migrating 
waterfowl in “V” formation 
overhead.

The rivernecks are busy 
transforming their skiffs into 
mobile duck blinds.

And I’m beginning to see a 
lot more camouflage coming 
out of the closet as hunters 
take to the woods.

Retailers have stocked up on 
mums and pansies.

And everybody is scram-
bling for the biggest orange 
pumpkins in the store.

Sweater weather has arrived.
Someone up the street is 

using their fireplace.
Students and alumni are 

celebrating homecoming.
Weekends bring harvest 

festivals.
The newspaper is full of 

nasty campaign letters.
Kids are designing their 

Halloween costumes, which 
means the Oyster Festival is 
just two weeks away–then the 
election and the campaign 
signs disappear.

 If only we could vote for 
the candidate who removes his 
signs first.

Fiction 
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac
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Speak up  
for education
From Paula Jett,
Reedville

The House is now conducting 
hearings on the reauthorization 
of the No Child Left Behind 
Act. This is a much needed law, 
but there are many improve-
ments that could be made to 
the legislation that would really  
make it what it needs to be.

First of all, in order to have 
effective learning, classes need 
to be fairly small, because stu-
dents need individual attention. 
When there are 30 students in 
a classroom, and they all have 
questions, there is no way that 
a teacher can give them all the 
attention they need. Therefore, 
money needs to be put into 
hiring more qualified teachers 
in order to reduce class size.

The revision should include 
issues about English as a 
Second Language students, 
as well as special education 
students. The non-English stu-
dents need to have more time 
to work on their English skills 
before being tested. The special 
education students need to be 
assessed on their improvement, 
not just how much they know.

If you have an opinion on 
these or any of the many other 
issues concerning the No 
Child Left Behind legislation, 
and you want a change, please 
write to your local representa-
tive, and he or she will express 
those concerns. This is an 
important law and it will affect 
your children and generations 
to come.

Appalling Facts
From Matt Wood, 
White Stone

Several recent letter writ-
ers have expressed the view 
that Albert Pollard’s voting 
record is being misrepresented. 
Since this information is read-
ily available, there should not 
be too much room for contro-
versy. One letter refers to four 
specific bills.

The first is listed as HB2389 
(2003). The writer probably 
meant HB 2339 (2003), as 
HB2389 has nothing to do with 
benefits to illegals, but dealt 
with funding of Standards 
of Quality and did not reach 

Shame on Stuart
From Lewis M. Cobb, 
Lancaster

I am never surprised when 
national political campaigns 
become down and dirty, and 
they often do. 

I am surprised that here in 
the friendly Northern Neck 
two of our respected citizens, 
Stuart and Pollard, are cam-
paigning for election to the Vir-
ginia Senate and one decides 
to go down and dirty. Stuart 
is making false statements 
about what Albert Pollard did 
or didn’t do when he was Del-
egate.

Shame on you, Stuart. Why 
isn’t it better to stand on your 
merits rather than attempt to lie 
about your opponent?

My vote goes to an honest 
and able Albert Pollard.

Experience and
clarity of thought
From Lee Stephens, 
Irvington

I regret to report that dark 
political clouds now hover 
over the Northern Neck, ones 
I have not seen here in my 50 
years. The Republican Party of 
Virginia mailed a glossy over-
sized postcard to many of us, 
proclaiming that Albert Pollard 
rewarded illegal immigrants 
with tuition discounts at Vir-
ginia colleges. Illegal immi-
grants are a hot political issue 
this year, especially in North-
ern Virginia.

For those who don’t believe 
everything they read, the mailer 
diverts with finely-printed foot-
notes. Among the bills cited by 
the Republican Party mailer 
are House Bills 156 from 2004 
and HB 2910 from the 2005 
session. I decided to look for 
myself at those bills (http://

Stuart prepared
to solve problems
From Katherine W. Monroe, 
Irvington

With all due respect to Albert 
Pollard, and I do have respect 
for his service to our com-
munity, as I review his voting 
record there seems to be ambi-
guity. 

It appears he is against taking 
steps which I find essential to 
moving forward in areas that 
have become hot spots. Actu-
ally, it is hard to see exactly 
where Pollard does stand on 
immigration. First he votes one 
way and then he abstains on 
a second vote on the subject, 
which has the effect of turning 
the whole thing around. It is 
puzzling at best.

But then Pollard has cam-
paigned on the theme that he 
really is “on both sides.” This 
duality is not part of Richard 
Stuart’s character. I am aware 
and comfortable with where 
Stuart stands on all of the major 
issues so important to our area 
and our culture at this time.

Stuart supports no bail for 
illegal aliens charged with 
crimes, Stuart would stop all 
“catch and release” policies 
that allow illegal aliens who 
commit crimes to slip through 
jail and back onto our streets, 
Stuart would prohibit illegal 
aliens from attending Virginia 
public institutions of higher 
education; and contrary to what 
has been bandied about lately, 
Stuart would suspend the busi-
ness license of any employer 
convicted under federal law of 
hiring illegal aliens. 

As a prosecuting attorney, 
Richard Stuart has seen first 
hand what law enforcement 
faces when trying to apprehend 
illegal aliens. He knows how 
difficult it is to find out who is 
legal and who is not, because 
of the proliferation of illegal 
documents and how they are 
passed around. There must be 
sharing of information between 
DMV and IMS. This, Stuart 
supports and Pollard resists.

Our immigration problems 
are only going to grow worse 
if we don’t address them. Stu-
art’s education and background 
make him keenly aware of what 
must be handled in order to 
take effective action. 

Pollard has said “the system 
is broken,” but I do not hear the 
remedy. 

Stuart says, “We have grave 
problems; this is what we must 
do.”

Your vote for Stuart will 
make all the difference.

Vote for Stuart
From Joan Blackstone, 
White Stone

After observing several 
debates between Richard Stuart 
and Albert Pollard for the 28th 
Senatorial District, I know 
Richard Stuart is the most 
deliberate, honorable and qual-
ified person to represent us. His 
professional, military and busi-
ness experience makes him the 
most well-rounded candidate 
to serve in the State Senate.

While running as a conser-
vative, family values person, 
Pollard’s voting record does 
not match his remarks. When 
his record is pointed out, he 
considers that petty and nega-
tive. Your record is fact and is 
fair game. 

Pollard’s reason for voting 
against the marriage amend-
ment was that it was not 
needed. Would it not be better 
to reinforce traditional mar-
riage if you portray yourself 
as a family man, a vestryman 
and a Sunday school teacher? 
Would it not be family oriented 
to vote for parental consent for 
the abortion pill? He voted no. 

Transportation is a big issue 
these days, yet the 4 years Pol-
lard served on the Transporta-
tion Committee, he sponsored 
no major bills and now he says 
the system is broken. Did he 
contribute to the breakdown?

Our country is blessed to 
be able to compete and vote 
for our representatives. Both 
candidates should be able to 
post their signs and have them 
remain in place and put out 
honest messages based on their 
records.

 Richard Stuart is the best 
man to send to the State 
Senate.

 Vote for Stuart November 6.

Proud of
Del. Wittman
From Gwen Keane, 
Kilmarnock 

I am very proud to be repre-
sented by Del. Rob Wittman. I 
believe he truly cares and works 
untiringly to address the inter-
ests and concerns of his con-
stituents. Throughout the year, 
and not just during an election 
year, Del. Wittman is very vis-
ible in the community, as well 
as approachable, as he attends 
many locally sponsored func-
tions and events. As an elected 
official, he takes time to talk 
to people. This enables him to 
fully understand all aspects of 
the issues and to be better pre-
pared to help our community.

Each week when I read the 
Record, I always read Del. 
Wittman’s column. I like the 
openness and regularity of his 
column in which he highlights 
pending issues and explains 
willingly his position. This 
continuous communications on 
his part helps make me a more 
informed citizen. Good com-
munications is not something 
we always get with our elected 
officials, but it is certainly a 
strong point with Del. Witt-
man.

I am a voter but not a Repub-
lican nor Democrat. I vote for 
the individual, regardless of 
the affiliated party. I expect my 
representatives to be knowl-
edgeable and possess appropri-
ate experience. I also expect 
my elected representative to 
be honest, a hard worker and 
a good communicator. I am 
thankful we have Del. Wittman 
and hope he will continue to 
want to work for us. 

Letters to the Editor
the floor. HB2339 addresses 
denying educational benefits, 
including in-state tuition, to 
illegal aliens and was passed by 
the House with Pollard voting 
‘yea.’ Governor Warner wanted 
changes in the bill. The changes 
were not approved and Pollard 
was recorded as not voting. The 
governor then vetoed the bill.

In 2004, the writer states that 
Pollard voted for HB156 which 
would prohibit post secondary 
education enrollment to illegal 
aliens. This is factually incor-
rect as Pollard is listed among 
the ‘nays.’ The same writer 
states that Pollard supported 
HB 2910 in 2005 which also 
dealt with the admission of 
illegals to Virginia institutions 
of higher education. Again, the 
legislative information system 
shows Pollard voting with the 
‘nays,’ so the writer is factually 
incorrect again.

Finally, on HB1798 (2005), 
Pollard voted for the bill which 
addresses medical benefits and 
‘state and local public benefits’ 
for illegal aliens. The language 
in this bill seems to address 
monthly public benefits such as 
unemployment and other ‘enti-
tlements.’ It does not appear to 
cover in-state tuition, but this is 
only an opinion. The bill was 
tabled in the Senate in any case 
and did not become law. 

Taking these votes together, 
it appears that as a delegate, 
Albert Pollard may have been 
inconsistent overall. On the 
subject of post secondary 
education eligibility, he was 
consistent with regard to the 
two bills which specifically 
addressed that issue. The only 
mailing I have seen from the 
Stuart campaign refers specifi-
cally to HB156 and HB 2910 
and refers to ‘giving access to 
Virginia public universities.’ 
In each of these bills, Pollard 
voted against legislation which 
would have kept illegal aliens 
from enrolling in Virginia insti-
tutions of higher education. 
Perhaps there are other mailing 
pieces around, but in this one, 
there was no misrepresenta-
tion.

While it is not ‘appalling’ 
to me to find factual misrep-
resentations in letters, it is at 
least surprising to find them 
when the information is read-
ily available to the public. The 
earlier letter writer states that 
“….Albert Pollard does not 
stoop to defamatory politics.”

I received a mailing from the 
Pollard campaign concerning 
Richard Stuart’s position on 
abortion saying that Stuart is 
on both sides of the issue. The 
evidence given for this was so 
lame that it doesn’t deserve 
comment, as Richard Stuart is 
clearly pro-life. Where does 
one draw the line between mis-
representation and defamation? 
More noticeable than its lack of 
basis in fact, however, was that 
Pollard’s position was not men-
tioned at all in the piece. 

Since one or the other of 
these men is going to repre-
sent us in the Virginia Senate, 
it would be well if the elec-
tion rhetoric were confined to 
issues. Sadly, that seems to be 
a part of Virginia politics in an 
earlier day.

leg1.state.va.us/lis.htm). They 
deal with admission to colleges, 
not provision of in-state tuition. 
Both bills died in committee in 
the senate. To cite these bills 
for the proposition that Albert 
Pollard voted to reward illegal 
immigrants with in-state tuition 
is a stretch at best.

My review of the legislation 
that Albert Pollard voted on 
during his six years represent-
ing the Northern Neck suggests 
to me that he placed restrictions 
on illegal aliens, especially in 
his committees where the real 
work of the General Assem-
bly is accomplished. In 2000, 
the Militia, Police, and Public 
Safety committee of the House, 
on which Albert Pollard served, 
approved House Bill 309 leg-
islating that no firearms may 
be sold to or by illegal aliens. 
In 2003, the Transportation 
committee of the House, on 
which Albert Pollard served, 
approved HB 1954 legislating 
that no licenses be issued to 
illegal aliens.

In 2005, Albert Pollard voted 
in favor of business by voting 
against HB 2056, protecting 
employers from unlimited lia-
bility if sued by an employee. 
Workers compensation insur-
ance limits the recovery any 
injured worker can get from an 
employer. If illegal immigrant 
workers were not insured, they 
could sue employers without 
limitation. Albert Pollard is not 
soft on illegal aliens.

Make no mistake; this race 
is important to the Republican 
Party of Virginia (“RPV”). The 
28th Senatorial District is being 
closely watched around the 
Commonwealth. The major-
ity would shift to the Demo-
cratic party in the Senate with 
a change of four seats. Richard 
Stuart is a good person who, I 
believe, would be unlikely to 
run a campaign of innuendo 
without external influence. If 
Mr. Stuart had read these bills, 
I doubt this piece would have 
ever been mailed. He appears 
to be marching to the beat of 
the RPV drum, not the rhythms 
of the Northern Neck.

We need a senator who is 
persuaded by constituents, not 
by an amorphous cloud of a 
statewide party. The thunder-
ing issues of Northern Virginia 
ring hollow in our Northern 
Neck. In his three terms as our 
delegate, Albert Pollard made 
bright decisions for the North-
ern Neck. He has experience 
and clarity of thought. We need 
Albert Pollard as our senator.

Pollard campaign 
turns negative
From Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

I think it very unfortunate 
that Albert Pollard has resorted 
to an increasingly negative 
campaign for the Virginia 
Senate.

In years past, Pollard has 
conducted a very principled 
campaign, but been quick to 
accuse others of negative cam-
paigning. Seemingly stung by 
the inconsistencies between 
his campaign promises and his 
voting record in the General 
Assembly, as pointed out (and 
acknowledged by him as accu-
rate) by his opponents, he has 
abandoned his principles and 
resorted to increasingly shrill 
and unwarranted accusations.

Voters should be concerned 
that his principles yield to 
expediency so easily.

Pollard restores 
faith in politics
From Kathleen Powell,
Weems

I am disillusioned with our 
political process. Transpar-
ent politicians who talk out of 
both sides of their mouth have 
become the norm.

Ridiculous bills are passed 
as our representatives lose 
sight of the issues and who 
they represent while they make 
their next political power play. 
As citizens, we have become so 
desensitized that we accept this 
as politics as usual. I had lost 
faith in politicians. Until now.

I will vote for Albert Pollard 
in November. He is different. 
Pollard is true to his convic-
tions and is determined to go 
after and get what is good for 
Virginia and good for his dis-
trict—our district. And he 
works for Virginians, not polit-
ical parties.

Maybe it’s his record of suc-
cess in Richmond as a three-
term state delegate, or because 
people here know Pollard the 
family man, the church-going 

man, the business man.
Pollard has true family 

values—conviction, integ-
rity, and a commitment to the 
greater good, coupled with the 
knowledge of how to get things 
done in Richmond.

Simply put, Pollard is a prin-
cipled Virginian with experience 
in Richmond who will effectively 
represent us and get results. We 
need him in Richmond to repre-
sent us. He might even change 
politics as usual and restore our 
faith in the process.

Stuart  
advertisement 
needs flushing
From David Cariens Jr.,
Kilmarnock

Richard Stuart’s campaign 
for Virginia Senate has taken a 
disturbing turn.

One of his latest radio adver-
tisements talks about getting to 
know Albert Pollard with the 
sound of a toilet flushing in the 
background. Few Virginians, 
Republican or Democrat, want 
candidates to include scato-
logical references in their cam-
paigns.

If I were a male Republican 
candidate for office, the last 
thing I would ever do is make 
a reference to a toilet. Such 
references raise the specter of 
men’s rooms. We don’t want 
elected officials who loiter in 
men’s rooms.

On the other hand, Stuart 
wants to put the Ten Com-
mandments in our schools. 
Mr. Stuart, why not combine 
your apparent unhealthy toilet 
fixation with your version of 
Christianity? Hang the Ten 
Commandments in the men’s 
rooms.

Listening to Stuart’s adver-
tisement is tantamount to the 
electorate tapping their collec-
tive feet three times and here 
comes Stuart out of the stall.

Pollard is  
the best
From David E. Evans,
Lancaster

Voters in the 28th Sena-
torial District have a clear 
choice on November 6. 
Albert Pollard represents all 
that we could hope for in 
our state senator. As a del-
egate, Pollard demonstrated 
his independence, integrity 
and dedication to serving 
the interests of his constit-
uents regardless of party 
affiliation. His fair-minded, 
common-sense approach to 
issues and his ability to work 
across party lines is reflected 
in his many accomplishments 
and awards as a member of 
the General Assembly.

Richard Stuart, on the 
other hand, appears to lack 
the qualities that we should 
value in those we send to 
Richmond to represent us. 
At the beginning of the cam-
paign, Stuart took a pledge to 
not engage in negative cam-
paigning. He has not only 
broken that pledge, but done 
so with ads which intention-
ally misrepresent Pollard’s 
record on illegal immigra-
tion.

As an independent, I am fed 
up with politicians, regard-
less of party affiliation, who 
seek to gain an advantage 
by attacking their oppo-
nents rather than advancing 
their own views and records 
of accomplishment. We 
have suffered too long from 
the partisan bickering that 
now dominates the General 
Assembly. Stuart’s unfair and 
false charges against Pollard 
suggest that we can expect 
no better from Stuart if he is 
elected.

Voters who want a state sen-
ator with the independence, 
integrity, diligence and good 
sense to cut through partisan 
politics and get things done 
will vote for Albert Pollard.
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Supporting 
Harcum
From April Cortese,
Lancaster

I’m writing on behalf of retired 
Lieutenant Walter Harcum who is 
running for Sheriff of Lancaster 
County.

I enjoy walking and riding my 
bike as do other residents in our 
beautiful community, but I was 
almost run down three times by 
inconsiderate speeders. Our roads 
barely hold two passing vehicles 
at one time. Speeding is an unsafe 
and dangerous problem in our 
area.

In the past few years, I’ve called 
the sheriff’s office about the con-
tinuous speeding on our road 
and was given Ronnie Crockett’s 
voice mail. After leaving numer-
ous messages, a Lt. Harcum 
came to discuss the situation 
and vehicle patrols were started. 
His courteous, professional, and 
caring manner impressed me.

Time passed and a continuous 
lack of consideration for our resi-
dential community from speeding 
vehicles returned. I again called 
the sheriff’s office and asked 
for Lt. Harcum, and was told he 
retired. What a drag, He was the 
only one who came to help.

The speeding continued and 
many messages were left on 
Ronnie Crockett’s voice mail; 
none were returned. Ronnie 
Crockett did not take a minute to 
call me, but he found the time to 
send me and a few other speed 
calling residents a personalized 
envelope for a donation. Don’t 
our tax dollars pay for his salary 
and services?

I’ve spoken to three people who 
were helped by Ronnie Crockett, 
but they couldn’t tell me in what 
manner they were helped. They 
just couldn’t say. I wonder if the 
sheriff can?

It’s time we get a sheriff who 
cares about Lancaster residents, 
and deputies, and will take the 
time to support us all, and to 
receive and return calls.

Pollard
for Senate
From Randy and Carol 
Watts, White Stone

Albert Pollard has never 
voted to extend in-state college 
tuition to illegal aliens. In fact, 
he specifically voted to deny 
such rates to illegals in House 
Bill 2339 in 2003.

Here’s the bill he voted “Yea” 
on: “An alien who is unlaw-
fully present in the United 
States, and therefore ineligible 
to establish domicile (in Vir-
ginia) shall not be eligible on 
the basis of residency within 
Virginia for any post second-
ary educational benefit, includ-
ing in-state tuition....”

So why are we looking at a 
glossy political mailer autho-
rized by Richard Stuart with a 
big headline that reads “Albert 
Pollard’s (sic) voted to reward 
illegal immigrants with in-state 
tuition”?

Hey, Mr. Stuart, if you’re 
going to slam Albert Pollard on 
his record, at least get it right.

Pollard for
rural health
From Mildred H.B. Rober-
son, White Stone

We need a friend to rural 
health in the state legislature.

Albert Pollard is that person. 
When our local hospital planned 
to close its obstetrics service, area 
pregnant women were facing the 
lack of any birthing unit closer 
than Williamsburg or Rich-
mond. Had Pollard not gone to 
Governor Warner and requested 
a study, that labor and delivery 
service would have closed with 
no plan for addressing the need.

As a result of Pollard’s efforts, 
the governor realized the extent 
of the problem around the state. 
Now we’re going to see birthing 
centers across Virginia meeting 
the needs of pregnant women 
and providing Virginia nurse 
midwives a place to practice as 
intended.

For his leadership on this issue, 
Pollard received the Citizen of 
the Year Award from the Virginia 
Rural Health Association.

As a state delegate, Pollard 
voted to support several other 
important health concerns such 
as funding for mental health care, 
reimbursement to keep nursing 
homes open to the elderly and 
needy, and efforts to use tobacco 
settlement monies to cover the 
cost of prescription drugs for the 
elderly.

Pollard has shown real lead-
ership and the willingness to 
work for real solutions to prob-
lems affecting his constituents. 
He has earned the right to our 
support for election to the state 
senate by proving time and again 
that he will do the right thing on 
behalf of rural Virginians. Albert 
Pollard listens to his constituents 
and works hard on their behalf.

Letters to the Editor

Prayers for Davis
From Robert L. Cunning-
ham, White Stone

I was very sorry to hear of the 
passing of Jo Ann Davis Sat-
urday. It was unexpected and I 
know it is very difficult for her 
husband, Chuck, and their two 
sons and will continue to be for 
some time.

The country and America’s 
First District will miss her. She 
was a real fighter both in her 
battle with cancer and in repre-
senting her constituents.

My thoughts and prayers are 
with her family at this time.

Stirred to
support Pollard
From Arthur Roberts,
Heathsville

Never having felt the need 
to be active in a political cam-
paign before, I have been stirred 
to action by the recent nega-
tive campaign flyer sent out by 
Richard Stuart’s campaign.

The “Death Tax” flyer kind 
of ticked me off and has left 
me unwilling to remain pas-
sive. Richard Stuart has gone 
after Albert Pollard for voting 
against HB 2490 in 2003, a bill 
that called for the full repeal 
of the Estate Tax. In his mail 
piece, Stuart gives two primary 
reasons for the repeal of the 
Estate Tax, protection of family 
farms and small businesses.

Stuart fails to mention some 
important points. I hope these 
oversights are out of ignorance 
and not part of some political 
disinformation campaign. The 
same year, 2003, that Albert 
Pollard made his vote to not 
repeal the estate tax, Pollard 
was fighting for legislation 
he co-sponsored, SB 1309, 
that would have specifically 
exempted farms and  small 
businesses from taxation. 2003 
was the year of the big Virginia 
budget crunch, all sorts of pro-
grams were being cut, DMV 
offices were being closed, cost 
control was going on at every 
level. It was not a time for big 
tax cuts or partisanship, it was 
a time for thoughtful coopera-
tion.

To claim that Albert Pollard 
did not work for farms and 
small businesses shows either 
an inability to understand the 
legislative process, or a will-
ingness to look the other way 
when it is politically conve-
nient. In either case, it does not 
reflect well upon Stuart.

Albert Pollard worked hard 
for us during his time in the 
legislature.  His excellent 
“future sight” and his practice 
of thoughtful cooperation while 
representing our interests, only 
reinforces my belief that Albert 
Pollard shares our values and 
belongs in the Senate working 
for us.

Pollard can  
protect the bay 
From Frederick Moring,
White Stone

I declare my support for 
Albert C. Pollard Jr. as the next 
Virginia State Senator from 
District 28 and to salute his 
October 15 endorsement by the 
Washington Post for the seat. 
The Post’s endorsement points 
out that Albert Pollard “distin-
guished himself in three terms 
in the House of Delegates as 
a thoughtful and independent 
lawmaker committed to trans-
parency and ethics in govern-
ment.”

While I agree with the Post 
that Pollard distinguished him-
self, my support for him relies 
on his proven ability as a del-
egate to advocate the environ-
mental legislation needed to 
protect the Chesapeake Bay and 
its surroundings and which may 
be required to address other 
environmental law problems, 
such as global warming issues 
Virginia may confront.

I am also impressed by Pol-
lard’s instinct and ability to 
pursue bipartisan solutions to 
these and other difficult legis-
lative issues. While Pollard’s 
opponent, Richard Stuart, is 
a distinguished lawyer and a 
Marine veteran, I find no basis 
in his record for considering his 
legislative credentials compara-
ble to those of Albert Pollard.

We like
Albert Pollard
From Tom and Paula
Teeples, Irvington

We like Albert Pollard. As a 
delegate to the General Assem-
bly he did his best to represent 
our district. As a member of 
the minority in the House of 
Delegates he had to compro-
mise, coordinate, cooperate 
with members of the majority. 
His committee assignments 
granted by the majority mem-
bership were not what we had 
hoped for, committees relat-
ing to the Chesapeake Bay, the 
environment, fishing, farming 
and forestry, the lifeblood of 
the Northern Neck.

Pollard was able to over-
come this disadvantage by 
working and cooperating 
with members who served on 
those committees. This effort 
required diplomacy, tact and 
persistence. He was able to do 
this. His service to his constit-
uents was laudable and greatly 
appreciated by us.

Let’s return Albert Pollard 
to Richmond as our senator. 
We each have one vote; we are 
confidently giving our two to 
him.

Put Pollard  
in office
From Priscilla Bashinski,
Heathsville

Thank goodness it’s fall! 
No rain, but a little cooler.

About the most heat being 
generated currently is coming 
from the District 28 Senato-
rial campaign. But for once, 
most definitely, I know who 
to vote for in this important 
race.

You can expect no tricks, 
only treats, from Albert Pol-
lard when elected Senator this 
fall. He will be taking expe-
rience, tried and true, to the 
General Assembly come Jan-
uary. He will not play games. 
He will cross party lines if 
necessary to pass important 
legislation that will positively 
affect our community and the 
state of Virginia as a whole.

If you are still undecided 
who to vote for November 6, 
please consider Albert Pol-
lard, a former delegate with 
six years of experience. He 
has already: fought to increase 
education funding, sponsored 
bills that would relieve traffic 
congestion, supported many 
healthcare issues for chil-
dren and the elderly, and has 
always been a dedicated envi-
ronmentalist.

Let the fall festivals begin, 
pour the cider, and help put a 
very good and conscientious 
man in office.

Republican
flyer wrong
From George Henderson,
Lancaster

I recently received a flyer 
from the Republican Party of 
Virginia claiming that Albert 
Pollard was soft on illegal 
immigration and even voted 
to allow illegal immigrants the 
advantage of in-state tuition 
at Virginia universities. One 
might wonder how many ille-
gal immigrants are clamoring 
to enroll in our colleges. How-
ever, to quote from the flyer, 
“(Pollard) says he voted for a 
different bill that would have 
banned in-state tuition... The 
bill Pollard boasts about specif-
ically does not mention in-state 
tuition.”

Realizing that a political 
smear usually contains an iota 
of truth taken out of context, I 
cranked up my computer to see 
what the record really is. The 
Republican Party of Virginia 
is technically correct but mis-
leading. The bill they referred 
to, HB 1798 (2005) which Pol-
lard voted for, does not actu-
ally mention in-state tuition. 
It is much broader and denies 
all Virginia-funded benefits 
to illegals. Although the bill 
does not enumerate, it intends 
to preclude assistance such as 
in-state tuition, welfare, public 
housing, retirement, disability, 
food assistance, and unemploy-
ment, except as mandated by 
federal law.

However, another bill Pollard 
also voted for, HB 2339 (2003) 
does specifically deny any 
postseconary educational ben-
efits, including in-state tuition 
assistance. The claim on the 
flyer, “Albert Pollard’s voted to 
reward illegal immigrants with 
in-state tuition,” appears to be 
just plain wrong.

The Republicans have passed 
out similar misleading infor-
mation at every election. Many 
may remember that Henry Hull 
suffered from their assistance 
when he ran against Pollard for 
delegate a number of years ago. 
I am not necessarily firmly in 
Pollard’s camp, but I am firmly 
against deliberate misinforma-
tion.

‘Nough said
From G.M. Jay Walker,
Callao

In today’s political atmo-
sphere, meaningless catch 
phrases are turned out like so 
many Mc-burgers.

However, there is one phrase 
that stands out for voters in the 
State Senate campaign here, to 
wit, “Sensible Center.” Who 
said that? State Senate candi-
date Albert Pollard.

‘Nough said.

Weekender for 
Ronnie Crockett
From John B. Connor,
Merry Point

As a weekender, I strongly 
support Ronnie Crockett for 
sheriff. I have enjoyed my 
home in Lancaster County 
since 1989, although I have a 
home and work in Alexandria 
during the week.

One of the major concerns of 
a weekender having a home in 
Lancaster County is the safety 
and security of the property. 
With Ronnie Crockett as sher-
iff I rest in comfort that safety 
and security is being given 
the proper professional atten-
tion. One of the most attractive 
aspects of Lancaster County is 
its security, and Sheriff Crock-
ett’s excellent record is a great 
benefit to all of us.

I do not agree that it’s time 
for a change, because we are 
all fortunate to have Ronnie 

Crockett as sheriff protecting 
the property and values that all 
citizens of Lancaster County 
hold dear, including us week-
enders.

It’s time for a change and repre-
sentation for our new higher taxa-
tion. Please care and give support 
to Walter Harcum for sheriff of 
Lancaster County. He cares about 
this community and will support 
all of us.

Supporting Jett 
and Russell 
From L. Wayne Middleton,
Sheriff, Northumberland 
County

As I finish my last couple of 
months of a 35-year career with 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office, I would thank 
my friends and especially my 
family for their support over 
the years. I have been working 
with Captain Chuck Wilkins on 
the administrative areas of the 
office and the transition will be 
smooth. The combination of 
the Commonwealth Attorney, 
Sheriff’s Office, and Board of 
Supervisors has developed a 
very successful law enforce-
ment team.

In this year’s upcoming 
election, two members of the 
team are being challenged. 
Pamela Russell has always 
been supportive of my office 

and has helped pass ordinances 
requested by me and also vastly 
improved the pay and benefits 
of my staff.

Chairman Ronald Jett has 
also supported these ideas and 
given countless unpaid hours 
of his time during any emer-
gency. I cannot remember any 
serious situation where he did 
not respond and offer his assis-
tance, regardless of whether 
the situation was fire, rescue, 
or law enforcement.

Our schools, subdivisions 
and roads are all important, but 
so is being safe in your home 
and on the streets of Northum-
berland County. I urge the 
citizens of Northumberland 
County to continue to support 
our successful team by voting 
for Pamela Russell and Ronald 
Jett in the upcoming election.

Re-elect Haynie
From Fred Ajootian
White Stone

Bonnie Haynie has done a 
good job since she was elected 
treasurer of our county.

She deserves to be re-
elected. I will vote for her 
because she is the best quali-
fied candidate.

Vote Grigsby  
for treasurer
From Walter N. Cottrell,
White Stone

I urge readers to vote for 
Jayne “Lindy” Grigsby for 
treasurer of Lancaster County.

Lindy Grigsby has the expe-
rience to be an excellent trea-
surer of Lancaster County. 
She has been a school board 
member and vice chair.

She has had several years 
of extensive financial and 
accounting experience. She 
is employed with Chesapeake 
Bank. She has continued her 
education in banking and 
finance. She has also been a 
board member of the com-
munity planning management 
team since January 2003.

On November 6, I urge you 
to vote for Lindy. She has the 
necessary business and per-
sonal experience and skills 
of integrity, understanding, 
wisdom, and energy to get the 
job done. She will manage the 
taxpayer’s money honestly and 
conscientiously.
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Thinking about Europe?

It’s the ancient land of legends and kings, where vast
empires were built and destroyed. The romance and
mystique of yesteryear lend an almost magical feel to
your journey as you stand at the Temple of Poseidon,
sail the canals of Venice and gaze upon the great
cathedrals of Spain.

www.citravel.com • kilmarnock@citravel.com

For more information, call (804) 435.2666

INCLUDES RoundtripAir From Richmond!

Join Fellow Northern Neck
Adventurers on a European Cruise
August 28, 2008 • Emerald Princess

12 Days • Barcelona to Venice
Barcelona • Marseille • Florence/Pisa • Rome • Naples

Mykonos • Istanbul • Kusadasi • Athens • Venice
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Compiled by
Reid Pierce Armstrong

QUESTION: How can you, 
as sheriff, encourage deputies 
and dispatchers to work and 
stay in Lancaster County? 
What kind of coverage and 
scheduling is necessary for 
deputies and dispatchers in 
Lancaster County to keep its 
citizens safe in the next four 
years? How many deputies 
and dispatchers do we need?

Harcum: You 
keep people by 
creating a work 
environment that 
is fair and all are 
treated equally. 
You praise when 
a job is well 

done, you discipline when it is 
not. You follow your own poli-
cies and communicate your 
expectations so others know 
what is expected of them. You 
work on their behalf to ensure 
they are fairly compensated 
for their work and that they 
have the necessary training 
and equipment needed to do 
their job.

To explain scheduling and 
coverage, there are several 
things to understand. When 
people hear the sheriff ’s office 
has 26 full time deputies they 
assume all are qualified to do 
the same thing. This is not 
true. Only 14 are trained as 
law enforcement officers. The 
remaining 12 serve dual roles 
and are trained as correctional 
officers and dispatchers. These 
two areas are required to have 
24-7 coverage and creates 
scheduling problems. 

Of the 14 that are qualified 
to work law enforcement, one 
is an administrator and four 
are assigned to investigations. 
This leaves nine patrol officers 
to respond to calls for service. 
When you consider time off, 
holidays, vacation, sick leave 
and using up overtime, it 
leaves the patrol division very 
lean. This is enough for daily 
coverage but not for 24-hour 
coverage. After a certain hour 
an officer goes on call and is 
called out if needed.

To have a minimum of two 
officers per eight hour shift, 
24-hours a day seven days 
a week, the sheriff ’s office 
would need a total of 14 patrol 
officers. The state will only 
pay for positions based on the 
county’s population. 

Any additional positions 
would have to be funded by 
the county.

Crockett: In 
my 24-year 
tenure as sher-
iff, my office 
has earned a 
reputation for 
attracting fine 
applicants. 

We also have an outstanding 
record of retaining quality 
employees.

We typically have five to 10 
candidates for each position. 
To continue to recruit and 
retain well-qualified personnel, 
it is important to be com-
petitive with other agencies 
by providing the benefits that 
we know are important to the 
staff. I work with the board of 

supervisors to do that within a 
manageable budget. I use the 
mostly state funded, merit-
based, Career Development 
Program incentives to encour-
age staff retention.

Virginia’s staffing formula, 
based on Lancaster County’s 
population, allows for 25 posi-
tions to cover dispatch, patrol, 
jail, administrative and court 
service functions. As a result 
of my work with the board of 
supervisors, they agreed to 
realign state and grant funding 
that helped increase staffing to 
31 full-time and four part-time 
employees. 

It is expected that the county 
will be mandated to build a 
new court building within the 
next four years. When that 
facility opens, it will be neces-
sary for the county to fund 
at least three additional court 
security positions.

This spring, I spearheaded 

a cooperative agreement that 
allows deputies and town offi-
cers to enforce all county and 
town ordinances resulting in 
even greater law enforcement 
coverage in Lancaster County.

Our office is open 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year to serve 
the needs of our citizens.

QUESTION: What, in your 
opinion, is the single most 
important law enforcement 
issue facing the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office in the 
next four years? 

Crockett: The 
single most 
important law 
enforcement 
issue at any 
time, today 
or in the next 
four years, 

is any immediate problem 
that any citizen brings to my 

office to solve. 
My office will use any 

and all available resources 
to solve that problem for 
that citizen without regard 
to economic circumstances, 
political affiliation, race, 
religion or national origin. 

County wide, the aggres-
sive investigation and pros-
ecution of illegal drug use 
and the crimes committed to 
support illegal drug habits 
are the most important law 
enforcement issues. Our past 
drug investigations have led 
to major federal and local 
prosecutions and the solv-
ing of numerous burglaries 
and thefts in Lancaster and 
nearby counties as well as the 
forfeiture of criminal assets. 

Because drug dealing and 
crimes related to drug use do 
not stop at the county line 
it is important for all law 
enforcement agencies to work 
together and not be worried 
about who gets the credit 
for making the arrest. Such 
cooperation is also the most 
cost effective way to meet this 
major problem head on.

I believe that I have the 
professional leadership 
experience to manage this 
all important effort today 
and for the next four years.

Harcum: Sub-
stance Abuse. 
According to 
the Virginia 
State Police 
Uniform Crime 
Report, Lan-
caster County 

had two drug arrests last year 
and five the year before that.

Criminal justice statistics 
from dawnfarm.org/jail-
outreach.html indicate that 
upwards of 80 percent of 
jail inmates are chemically 
dependent.

According to Substance 
Abuse and Addiction Recov-
ery Alliance of Virginia Inc., 
one in four Americans has 
a family member who are 
struggling with addiction. 
Currently, addictions affect 
22.2 million Americans. 
Only nine percent are receiv-
ing the treatment they need. 

A 2005 study from Vir-
ginia Department of Cor-
rections shows a 29 percent 
recidivism rate (individuals 
committing another crime 
after being released). Illegal 
drug use and crime against 
property and people go hand 
and hand. Crimes such as 
domestic violence, theft, bad 
checks, increase with the use 
of illegal drugs. It also puts 
more stress on our children.

I will place illegal drug 
use and trafficking at a high 
priority to increase the arrest 
rate. Any individual found 
to be suffering from addition 
will receive every opportu-
nity to be treated for this dis-
ease from available resources 
so to lessen the chance of 
committing another crime. 
I will explore options for an 
individual, couple or family 
who are in need of services 
due to addictions. 

A little time preventing a 
crime will save a lot of time 
trying to solve a crime. 

Ronnie Crockett was born and raised in Lancaster County 
and attended schools in Lancaster and King and Queen 
counties. He also attended Richard Bland College in 

Petersburg.
Crockett is married to the former Cathy Sarver of Richmond 

and they have three children, Adam, Lauren and Jessica. They 
live in Irvington.

Crockett was employed by the Virginia State Police from 1971 
to 1976 and was assigned to Chesapeake, Fairfax County, New 
Kent County and Halifax County. In 1976  he left the state police 
to run a seafood business  in Lancaster County with his brother.

Since January 1984, he has served as sheriff of Lancaster 
County. He has also served as a 25-year member, treasurer and 
president of the White Stone Fire Department. He is a charter 
member and past president of the Northern Neck Kiwanis Club, 
member of the Lancaster Lions Club, youth soccer and baseball 
coach for 10 years, past  member of Lancaster Union Lodge 
#88, AF&AM and trustee of Chesapeake Academy from 1993 
to 1999.

Crockett received the Law Enforcement Commendation Medal 
from the Sons of the American Revolution, Lancaster Chapter. In 
2002, he served as president of the Virginia Sheriff’s Association 
and was named officer of the year by the Kilmarnock Chamber 
of Commerce.

Walter Harcum is a 56-year-old native of Lancaster 
County. He attended public school and graduated in 
1971. He served with the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 

Office from November 1978 to August 2006 and held several 
positions from correctional officer and dispatcher to senior super-
visor and executive lieutenant in charge of the patrol division.

Harcum was a certified state assessor for the Virginia Profes-
sional Law Enforcement Standards Commission; the agency’s 
accreditation manager; a D.A.R.E. instructor and instructor for 
the police academy. He served and received an honorable dis-
charge from the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Harcum participated in several community organizations such 
as a Boy Scout leader and a member and past president of the 
Upper Lancaster Fire Department. He is a member of the Lan-
caster Moose Lodge and Emmanual Methodist Church. He has 
two daughters and a grandson.He lives in Mollusk with his wife, 
Sherry.

Ronnie Crockett Walter Harcum

On the Ballot      

Sheriff’s candidates differ on ideal 
staff size, agree on fighting drugs

Supporting  
Mumford
From Matson C. Terry II,
Irvington

We are writing in full support 
of the candidacy and election 
of Diane Mumford as Clerk 
of the Circuit Court of Lan-
caster County. We have worked 
closely with Mumford over the 
past 20 years and have found 
her to be not only personable 
but most professional. She is 
always helpful and willing to 

Letters to the Editor
Support for  
Diane Mumford
From Ammon G. Dunton 
Jr.
White Stone

Diane Mumford, our present 
chief deputy clerk of the Lan-
caster County Circuit Court, 
has announced that she will 
seek the clerkship, succeeding 
Connie Kennedy who is retir-
ing.

Having practiced in the Lan-
caster County courts for more 
than 40 years, I have observed 
many clerks, deputies, and 
assistant clerks in the clerk’s 
office. In my judgment no one 
has been more professional, 
pleasant, courteous and helpful 
than Diane Mumford.

She is thoroughly familiar 
with all aspects of the position 
of clerk of the circuit court and 
I strongly support her candi-

assist. She has the wonderful 
ability to calm waters which 
are often rough.

Mumford’s experience as the 
deputy clerk of the court will 
be invaluable for the future. 
She has worked closely with 
Connie Kennedy, the outgoing 
clerk, to modernize the clerk’s 
office with the result that the 
records are far more accessible 
to the public.

Diane Mumford comes from 
a family of dedicated public 
and community servants. Her 
father was a former sheriff of 
Lancaster County. Her mother 
was in the nursing profession 
and her husband is affiliated 
with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. We are confident that she 
will continue those fine tradi-
tions.

Marsh for Circuit 
Court clerk
From Jean Wightman,
Tappahannock

I am an attorney in Tappa-
hannock. During my 45 years 
of practice, I have become 
acquainted with most of the 
Circuit Court clerks and their 
assistants in the Northern Neck 
and Tidewater area. My good 
friend Susan Marsh, who is 
running for Circuit Court clerk 
in Lancaster County, is serving 
as a deputy in the Richmond 
County Circuit Court Clerk’s 
office.

Marsh has  
experience
From Kim F.M. Harvey
Montross

I am an attorney who has 
been practicing in this area 
since 1985.

At that time, I was involved 
in the general practice of law 
which included litigation. 
During my practice of litiga-
tion, I found a vast difference 
in the clerk’s offices in the 
Northern Neck. The attitude 
in Lancaster County Clerk’s 
office was somewhat cold and 
unfriendly; however, that has 
improved to some degree.

In any event, I do not liti-
gate any longer, but I have a 
real estate practice that takes 
me to all the local court houses 
on a regular basis. The clerk’s 
primary role is record keep-
ing. The more efficient this 

can be done, the better it is for 
the public and officers of the 
court that have to use same. I 
have used the systems in both 
Richmond County and Lan-
caster County for indexing 
their records and find the one 
in place in Richmond County 
much easier to use and more 
efficient then the system in use 
in Lancaster.

Normally, I do not endorse 
any particular candidate for 
any political office; however, it 
has come to my attention that 
Susan Marsh is running for 
this office and I believe that the 
citizens of Lancaster County 
should be aware of her qualifi-
cations.

She is currently the chief 
deputy clerk for the circuit 
court of Richmond County and 
as such, has a good working 
knowledge of how the office 
is supposed to be run. I have 
found her to be very courteous, 
knowledgeable and helpful at 
all times when I have had to 
transact business there.

Because of her experience in 
the Richmond County system, 
a system that is superior to that 
used in Lancaster, her willing-
ness to help to improve the 
experience of the users of that 
system and her willingness to 
help bring that system to Lan-
caster, I believe that she is the 
best candidate for the job of 
Clerk for the Circuit Court of 
Lancaster County.

The clerk’s job is a very 
responsible position and I can 
say without hesitation that 
Susan is not only well quali-
fied for the job, she also has 
the temperament to deal with 
the public and the court offi-
cials. Her honesty is beyond 
reproach. She is also a hard 
worker.

I urge the citizens of Lan-
caster County to give serious 
consideration to Susan Marsh 
when they go to the polls to 
vote.

The regular monthly meeting 
of the Lancaster Democrats will 
begin at 6:30 p.m., Monday, Octo-
ber 22, at the Bank of Lancaster 
northside branch in Kilmarnock. 
Before the business meeting, 
beverages and light snacks will 
be served.

The main presentation on the 
agenda will be a talk by labor 
organizer Larry McGlamary 
which was scheduled for the 
September meeting but post-
poned. McGlamary will dis-
cuss the current situation in the 
labor movement, particularly 
the effects of politics on labor 

organizing in the country and 
the various laws passed during 
Reagan and Bush administra-
tions which have limited labor 
activities.

Also on the agenda will be 
reviews of various Democratic 
candidates seeking state office in 
November.

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee activi-
ties is invited to attend. For more 
information, contact committee 
chairman Donna Thompson at 
436-0605, or visit www.lancova-
dems.org.

Lancaster Democrats 
to hear labor issues

(Reprint from the October 18, 1907, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)
Anti-Saloon League Rally

The annual rally of Lancaster county’s Anti-Saloon Leagues will 
be held at Lancaster Courthouse Friday, October 25, commencing 
in the morning and lasting all day. Dinner, provided by friends of 
temperance, will be served on the grounds. Rev. E.J. Richardson, 
Field Secretary in the State of Virginia, and other able temperance 
speakers will be present and address the people that day. Every 
friend of the temperance cause is urged to be present.

Rev. E. J. Richardson will speak and give one of his chalk talks 
on temperance in Rehoboth M.E. Church next Wednesday night 
and a like service will be held by him at White Marsh Methodist 
Church Thursday night. Mr. Richardson will speak the following 
Sunday morning at Corrotoman Baptist Church, at Bethel at 2 p.m. 
and at Whealton (Morattico) at 8 p.m.
Fish and Oyster Notes

Dredging season opened on the Potomac Tuesday of this week. 
Police force and inspectors have been very active, collecting about 
$500 in fines from the violators the first few days.

The blizzardly weather has knocked the spots off the menhaden 
fishing, but oil and chum are still soaring. Two boats of the Carter’s 
Creek work’s have “cut out”; only the Daisy is still “seeking.”

The report of the Board of Fisheries is one of the finest. In 
point of finance it exceeds the previous year by $25,000. The total 
receipts were about $100,000. Good for the Board of Fisheries. 
Our Governor (Swanson) is delighted.

The Oysterman
(Transmitted by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 

Washington Museum and Library)

Yesteryear in Lancaster
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Supervisor Palin is a dedicated, hardworking “family man” of honesty, 
humility, integrity and fairness who does his best to represent all 
citizens of District Two specifically, and all Citizens of Lancaster County 
as a whole.  Supervisor Palin deals with situations, problems, requests, 
and questions in a very fair and professional manner.  Supervisor 
Palin appreciates the citizens of Lancaster County sharing with him 
their concerns and what they believe the solutions to these concerns 
should be.  This helps Supervisor Palin to make decisions that he truly 
believes are best for Lancaster County.  Supervisor Palinʼs concerns for 
Lancaster County are controlled growth, affordable housing, additional 
jobs that pay good wages, and public access to the water.

On November 6, 2007, Re-Elect Ernest W. Palin, Jr. as your District Two 
representative to the Lancaster County Board of Supervisors.

Authorized and paid for by Ernest W. Palin, Jr. for Board of Supervisors

Compiled by
Reid Pierce Armstrong

QUESTION: What education 
and work experience qualifies 
you for this job?

Marsh: I have 
over seven years 
experience as 
customer service 
representative. 
I was a liaison 
between cus-

tomer and manufacturing shop 
where accuracy was crucial. 
This training directly relates to 
the accuracy needed in the Cir-
cuit Court Clerk’s Office and 
the constant contact with the 
public.

I worked at Yankee Point 
Sailboat Marina from 1995 
until sold, which was five years, 
managing accounts receivable 
and payable, which involved 
record keeping subject to IRS 
inspections and contact with 
the public.

I worked at the Circuit Court 
Clerk’s Office in Richmond 
County for seven-and-a-half 
years. Circuit Court Clerk Rosa 
S. Forrester, who has over 30 
years experience in this office, 
trained me to become the chief 
deputy clerk, which I became 
four years ago. This allowed me 
the privilege of seeing the man-
agement style needed to run a 
Clerk’s office smoothly and 
efficiently. Those lessons will 
be beneficial if I am elected on 
November 6.  

The Office of the Supreme 
Court of Virginia offers continu-

ing education for employees of 
the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office 
to keep the employees abreast 
of current changes within the 
legal system. I have attended 
these seminars approximately 
three times annually. 

This experience has groomed 
me to become the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court.

Mumford: I 
have an asso-
ciates in com-
puterized data 
m a n a g e m e n t . 
The Clerk’s 
Office uses many 

computer software programs to 
manage and present the records 
to the public.  My background 
in computers has proven very 
helpful when installing a new 
program or system.  

I have successfully com-
pleted all the required educa-
tion programs and have been 
awarded the title of Certified 
Deputy Circuit Court Clerk 
by the University of Virginia’s 
Weldon Cooper Center for 
Public Service.

I have worked in the Lan-
caster County Circuit Court 
Clerk’s office for 22 years 
in every aspect of this office 
including land records, crimi-
nal and civil case filing and 
management, probate of wills, 
court funds administration and 
financial management.  

I believe that the more com-
plete your knowledge of the 
past operation of the office, 
the clearer your vision for the 
future will be.

On the Ballot      

Diane Mumford and her brother, Kenny, were  raised in 
Morattico by their parents, Jack and Judy Hammell.  
Mumford attended Lancaster County Public Schools and 

was an active member of the Lancaster High School Band.
She has three children.  Melissa Haynie lives near Lively with 

her son, Brandon. Nathan Haynie is a senior at Lancaster High 
School this year. And Ainsley Mumford is attending pre-school 
at Bethel United Methodist Church, where Diane and her hus-
band, Phillip, are also members.

In 1985, Mumford began working for the Lancaster County 
Circuit Court Clerk’s Office.  Under the training and guidance 
of former Clerk Roberta H. Lewis and retiring Clerk Constance 
L. Kennedy, she learned the many tasks involved in running the 
office on a day-to-day basis. She has also participated in edu-
cational courses offered by the Supreme Court of Virginia and 
attended regional meetings of clerks to share information about 
legislative updates and other exciting ideas.

Susan Marsh lives in upper Lancaster with her husband, 
Graham R. Marsh, who has two children and one grand-
child; and their three dogs Jack, Lucky and Duchess. 

Marsh has spent more than seven-and-a-half years in the Rich-
mond County Circuit Court Clerk’s office, the last four as chief 
deputy clerk. 

She is a member of St. Andrew’s Presbysterian Church in 
Kilmarnock. She is on an active continuous mission to improve 
the appearance of properties in the area by picking up roadside 
trash. She has supported Hospice Support Services of the North-
ern Neck by volunteering at the Turkey Shoot Regatta. She also 
participates in promoting the Richmond County fair. 

Her hobbies include gardening, canning cooking and camp-
ing. 

Diane Mumford Susan Marsh 

QUESTION: What improve-
ments do you hope to make to 
the office systems and techni-
cal equipment in the clerk’s 
office in the next four years to 
keep it running smoothly and 
efficiently? Are you proposing 
any new services for citizens 
or changes that will improve 
the office’s ability to work with 
citizens?

Mumford: As 
Clerk I would 
continue the 
efficient and 
courteous ser-
vice currently 
being provided. 

We would continue to back 
scan, index records and digi-
tally image oversized plats now 
kept in books and plat cabi-
nets to make them more easily 
accessible on the computers.  

I would place a public access 
computer terminal for the 
Case Management System so 
the public could access case 
information.  These would be 
public access terminals with no 
access to personal information 
such as social security numbers 
and dates of birth.

Credit card payments for 
court costs and other services 
would greatly benefit the citi-
zens as well as people from out 
of town  who can’t find their 
bank in our area.  We currently 
set up payment agreements for 
larger court cost amounts; how-
ever many misdemeanor cases 
are smaller amounts that could 
easily be placed on a credit 
card.

Clerk candidates both know court 
Passport processing is not 

a new service for the Clerk’s 
office; we have not processed 
passports in several years.  This 
is a service which brings no 
financial gain to the county, but 
is very beneficial to the citizens 
who are planning travel abroad.  
Once the office is fully staffed, 
processing passports is defi-
nitely a service I would look at 
providing.

Marsh: Without 
currently work-
ing in the Lan-
caster County 
Clerk’s Office, 
I find it difficult 
to commit to 

improvements to office systems 
and technical equipment within 
the next eight years. I do plan 
to check into what is available 
and most cost-effective office 
systems for our county that 
will enable our records to be 
accessed easily. 

I will propose a new service 
to our residents and implement 
a Passport Acceptance Facil-
ity. I am a Passport Acceptance 
Agent for Richmond County. 
This service will generate 
income for Lancaster County 
and allow residents an oppor-
tunity to remain in the county 
to obtain a passport rather than 
crossing into Northumber-
land or Richmond County and 
giving that income to them. 

Each time a passport is pro-
cessed, the county gets $30 and 
that income has been going 
out of this county for approxi-
mately six years. Our county 
has been losing that income 
and has been creating an incon-
venience for the taxpayers by 
making them go to Northum-
berland or Richmond County 
to apply for a passport. 

This inconvenience and loss 
of income will be eliminated. 

Supporting 
Costello
From George Henderson,
Lancaster

Recently, our board of super-
visors voted to accept the final 
and perhaps most important 
chapter of the county’s com-
prehensive plan. This plan is a 
vision of the direction in which 
the county will move in the 
years ahead. State law requires 
that the plan be reviewed every 
five years. For the past two 
years, since the review began, 
the thrust has been to imple-
ment growth in a rational 
manner near the largest towns 
where the majority of services 
already exist and to maintain 
the rural nature of the county 
so much as possible.

These elements were clearly 
and loudly demanded by citi-
zens of the county in five public 
meetings at the outset of the 
review. In the most recent meet-
ing of the board of supervisors, 
several words were added to 
the chapter by Supervisor Palin 
that potentially guts the intent 
to keep the county rural and 
throws the gates open to wide 
development.

Charlie Costello is running 
for election to the board of 
supervisors in District 2. For 
the past three years, he has 
attended nearly every board 
of supervisors and planning 
commission meeting, and most 
school board meetings. He has 
worked closely with the plan-
ning commission and others 

Vote Palin  
in District Two
From Kendall Acors,
Windmill Point

There are two choices 
for District Two. Charlie 
Costello, the president of the 
Friends of Lancaster County, 
who says that he’s for keep-
ing the county rural. What he 
doesn’t say is how he intends 
to do this.

Remember the purposed 
Timber Ordinance? In it 
the landowner would not be 
allowed to freely harvest his 
crop of trees because a 75-
foot buffer would be left along 
the road. This was not passed 
in part because the Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion does not allow buffers 
along state roads. This recog-
nizes the potential for wind 
getting behind the buffers 
during storms and toppling 
more trees into the roadway 
than would occur otherwise.

And who could forget the 
proposed highway setback 
increase where the owners of 
land along Routes 3, 200, and 
354 would not be allowed to 
build new homes within 400 
feet of the highways.

Both plans were defeated 
but they were supported by 
Costello and his “Friends,”  
just as they still support 
restrictions on agricultural 
land’s permitted uses, the slid-
ing scale and cluster homes.

All this from a man who 
according to a county search 
owns two parcels of land less 
than three acres combined. 
The comp plan has no effect 
on Costello’s land, so it’s do 
as I say, not as I’ve done. 
For the last few weeks he 
has had ads with happy pets 
saying he’ll be great for all 
the people of Lancaster and 
letters to the editor support-
ing him, even from people 
who don’t live or have land 
in District Two.

The other choice in Dis-
trict Two is current Supervi-
sor Ernest Palin who truly 
does care about and listen to 
the people, and then makes 
his decision based on what 
is most logical and just. He 
is not swayed by politically  
correct but misleading termi-
nologies. I have great respect 
for his down-to-earth rational 
approach to the sometimes 
difficult  problems of this 
county. We don’t agree on all 
points, but I trust him to be 
fair to all concerned.

Mark ballots
for Costello
From Barbara Dietz, 
Merry Point

From what I see in the 
Record, the people in the court 
house are having at each other 
over irregularities in the school 
budget. They’re accusing, 
denying, posturing and finger 
pointing. Just pick a topic and 
the characters change, a little 
anyway. The only good thing 
about this tempest is that the 
heat generated ought to clarify 
matters for citizens going to the 
polls next month.

It’s reported in the Record 
that the board of supervisors 
brooded over the situation in 
closed meetings. Wouldn’t we 
like to know what was said 
before a 5-0 vote authorized an 
investigation. Those of us who 
were not privy to what went on 
in the closed sessions might 
draw the conclusion that the 
supervisors came late to their 
job of supervising. 

For the voters who may be 
unaware of the makeup of the 
board, there are five members. 
One incumbent is a school 
administrator, subordinate in 
his day-to-day job to the school 
superintendent. One would think 
he might have refrained from 
voting, if only to obscure the bla-
tantly obvious conflict of inter-
est. But the supervisors weren’t 
concerned with that either.

What do Second District 
voters think? Isn’t it time to 
vote a qualified outsider into 
office? Mark your ballots for 
Charlie Costello.

to develop the comprehensive 
plan. He probably knows the 
details, intent and wording of 
the plan better than any of the 
supervisors and as well as any 
of the planning commission. 
If elected, Costello will try 
to unscramble the part of the 
comprehensive plan that gifts 
the county to developers.

In my opinion, it is in the 
best interest of the county to 
have Costello on the board of 
supervisors, and difficult for 
District 2 to be better repre-
sented. Please get out and vote 
on November 6, and vote for 
Costello.

Vote for Russell
From Walt Fadeley, 
Lancaster

Those who live in District 4 
of Lancaster County have the 
privilege of voting for Jack 
Russell to continue to serve 
us on the board of supervi-
sors.

In the two years since he 
was elected, Russell has 
proved that he is making Lan-
caster County a better place. 
For some time the residents 
of Greentown had been prom-
ised a community develop-
ment block grant to provide 
safe water and septic systems. 
Russell worked with fed-
eral and Virginia officials to 
release funding for the project 
and it has become a reality. 
The project includes reha-
bilitation of that area’s houses 
and replacement of houses 
that are beyond repair.

Much time and effort are 
required to make things like 
this happen and Russell pro-
vided both. He also sees the 
need for affordable work 
force housing in our county 
and will concentrate on this 
during his next term. He real-
izes that teachers, policemen, 
hospital employees and other 
workers need housing that 
is commensurate with their 
salaries. The quality of life in 
Lancaster County will dimin-
ish if these workers move to 
other areas with less costly 
housing.

Russell is running unop-
posed, but that does not mean 
one need not vote. Another 
candidate’s name can be writ-
ten in on election day. It is 
important that District 4 resi-
dents vote for Jack Russell.

Letters to the Editor

Protect county  
by voting
From F.P. Hopkins,
Weems

So many of us cherish the 
natural beauty of the North-
ern Neck. Many moved here 
to escape uncontrolled growth 
and ugly sprawl in other parts 
of the country. Many who 
have lived here all their lives 
also love this wonderful land.

Why then do we keep 
voting for county supervisors 
who earn their livelihood 
from development?

As we have seen recently 
again, a supervisor who has 
a financial or employment 
interest in development is 
not going to do those things 
necessary to control develop-
ment, promote orderly growth 
and preserve the rural char-
acter of Lancaster County.

Why do we vote for them? 
Is it because they tell us what 
we want to hear, because 
they stroke our egos, because 
they belong to our church 
or club? None of these are 
good enough reasons to 
vote for an individual whose 
bias towards development is 
anathema to ours. The elec-
tion is November 6. Please 
vote for the person who 
shares your values. Let’s start 
protecting Lancaster Coun-
ty’s natural beauty through 
the ballot box.
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Compiled by
Reid Pierce Armstrong

QUESTION: What education 
and work experience qualifies 
you for this job?

Haynie: I gradu-
ated from college 
with an account-
ing degree. From 
1998 to 2006, 
I worked in the 
county adminis-

trator’s office as the accounts 
administrator. This included 
accounts payable, payroll, 
general ledger maintenance 
and budgeting.  This position 
required me to work with the 
Treasurer’s office reconciling 
accounts on a monthly basis.

In November 2006, I was 
elected by the citizens of Lan-
caster County in a special elec-
tion to finish the unexpired 
term of Anna Lee C. Haynie.  I 
have taken four classes offered 
by the Treasurer’s Association 
of Virginia through the Univer-
sity of Virginia Weldon Cooper 
Center with the goal of becom-
ing a Certified Governmental 
Treasurer. I have three man-
datory classes remaining. The 
classes were Lawful Employ-
ment, Delinquent Collections, 
Roles and Responsibilities 
of the Treasurer, and Internal 
Controls, which taught the dif-
ferent types of fraud and how 
to detect it. 

I have also attended four 
informational meetings of the 
Treasurer’s Association.

Grigsby: A trea-
surer must have 
knowledge, good 
common sense 
and an ability to 
deal fairly with 
each taxpayer.

My work experience in bank-
ing and finance has prepared 
me well with the qualifications 
to maintain the Office of Trea-
surer with the knowledge of 
legal authority and understand-
ing of security and privacy of 
information. My education 
through American Institute of 
Banking has included course 
work in management, finance 
and security.

One last but important 
qualification that I bring to 

this position is a real appre-
ciation for the uniqueness of 
Lancaster County. Putting my 
home and land in a conserva-
tion easement is just one way 
I have proven my commitment 
to Lancaster County and it’s 
future.

I will manage the taxpay-
ers money with the trust and 
commitment that is inherent 
and expected in this position 
and represent the county with 
the dignity and honesty that 
the Lancaster County citizens 
deserve.

QUESTION: What improve-
ments do you hope to make to 
the office systems and technical 
equipment in the treasurer’s 
office in the next four years to 

keep it running smoothly and 
efficiently? Are you proposing 
any new services for citizens 
or changes that will improve 
the office’s ability to work with 
citizens? 

Grigsby: One 
of the changes I 
would like to see 
in the treasurer’s 
office is to give 
the taxpayers the 
ability to make 

their tax payments by way of 
ACH or an automatic deduction 
from their checking account. 
Along with the use of credit 
cards for payment I would 
like to give the customers the 
option of using debit cards as 
well. The ease and convenience 

Treasurer candidates eye updates for office

On the Ballot      

Bonnie Haynie moved to Lancaster County in 1992 from 
Central New York.  She lives in Corrotoman By The Bay 
with her husband, Norman, and children Marissa and 

Jamie.  They attend St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Kilmar-
nock and are active with Cub Scout Pack 222 in Lively.

Lindy Grigsby’s family has been in Lancaster County since 
the 1600s, serving in various areas of county government. 
Grigsby follows their example by serving the community 

in similar manners. She has volunteered for Relay for Life and 
Hospice. She also serves as a board member of the community 
planning management team. She is the vice chair of the Lancaster 
school board. She is employed with Chesapeake Bank.

Grigsby has one married daughter and a son who is a junior 
attending Lancaster High School. She and her son are members 
of Morattico Baptist Church.

Bonnie Haynie Lindy Grigsby

in dealing with our office will 
be only one of the priorities for 
me.

Because I have seen the dis-
ruption caused to other county 
departments when monthly 
statements at year’s end are not 
completed promptly, I will work 
to see that these statements are 
done in a timely manner.

I have worked with the 
board of supervisors in various 
capacities and know we can 
work well together. They have 
the same civic responsibility 
and welfare for the county that 
I also feel.

As your Treasurer I will 
work to establish a friendly and 
efficient office where each tax-
payer is treated in a courteous 
and professional manner.

Haynie: I have 
updated the 
office equip-
ment including 
a folding/stuff-
ing machine to 
make mass mail-

ings less labor intensive.  I have 
replaced a slow inkjet printer 
with a high speed laser printer.  
The school board has installed 
the software program neces-
sary to be fully integrated with 
the county offices for reporting. 
I have been working with the 
finance director of the school 
board to resolve any training 
issues that arise due to the new 
system. 

I see the office integration 
giving the board of supervisors 
quality reporting for budget 
decisions. I have kept up with 
technology and plan to continue 
so that any updates that would 
be beneficial to the Treasurer’s 
office could be implemented.

As promised last year, I 
have made credit card pay-
ments available for tax bills. I 
will be looking into expanding 
the program over the next four 
years to include a link to view 
taxpayer’s bills online. 

I have also contacted the 
local banks to be electronically 
paid through their online bill 
pay services rather that being 
mailed a paper check.  

Customer service has been 
an important part of any job 
I have held.  I have continued 
that philosophy and will con-
tinue to make it a priority.

Sheriff Crockett 
serves and  
protects
From Bruce Watson,
White Stone

Being in business for more 
than 20 years in Lancaster 
County has brought me in con-
tact with Sheriff Ronnie Crock-
ett many times....and each and 
every time Sheriff Crockett has 
been very helpful and solved 
the problem.

His greatest asset to the com-
munity is his accessibility...
Ronnie Crockett is always avail-
able...weekends, nights and 
every day of the week. When-
ever I have had a problem, big 
or small, Ronnie Crockett has 
found the time to help each and 
every time.

I think Lancaster County 
should be proud to have Sheriff 
Crockett and his entire staff to 
serve and protect our residents 
and businesses. His leadership 
and dedication has made the 
sheriff ’s department one of the 
best that I have ever had the 
opportunity to be involved with 
and I urge everyone to keep 
Ronnie Crockett as our sheriff.

Letters to the Editor
From Ned Crockett, Irvington
As the Irvington Planning Commission prepares the final 

draft of a new comprehensive plan to be presented to the 
town council for approval, citizens should understand that 
the new plan establishes the direction of commercial and 
residential development for the town for the next f ive years 
and beyond.

Included in the proposed new plan is a reference to the 
residential properties across the street from the Trick Dog, 
shops, and businesses as being the next area for commercial 
development.

If you think it is unsafe now to drive past that area of town, 
think of what it would be like with shops on both sides of the 
street. Ask Sheriff Ronnie Crockett what he thinks about the 
safety of that area.

I urge the residents of Irvington to call the town office, 
write letters, do anything that will let our governing body 
know they are not in favor of additional commercial develop-
ment, especially on that side of the street. When I raised the 
question at the recent public hearing, I was told by council-
man Westbrook that the plan had to show where future com-
mercial development would occur. I tried to make the point 
that we have enough property already zoned for commercial 
use and development and do not need more.

Who says we must offer additional residential properties 
for commercial growth even if the citizens do not want it? At 
the public hearing, the point that “zoning follows the plan” 
rang loud and clear. I interpreted this as meaning that if it 
is in the plan that we have established an area for additional 
commercial development, rezoning will surely follow.

The only way this type of development in the town of 
Irvington can be prevented is if enough residents urge the 
town council not to accept any reference to future commer-
cial growth in the new comprehensive plan. Residents should 
do this now, rather than later, and the best way to communi-
cate this is by signed letter hand-carried to the town office 
and with receipt requested.

The only reference in the new plan to future commercial 
growth should be that, for the duration of the new plan, no 
future commercial growth through rezoning,  permit, or oth-
erwise should be allowed. If someone wants to have a busi-
ness in Irvington, it should be clear that they must negotiate 
with owners of properties already zoned for commercial 
use.

White Stone and Kilmarnock welcome businesses of many 
types. As a resident of Irvington, I believe we do not need 
a larger shopping area in our town. If residents agree, it is 
important that they take the time to express their opposition 
where it is important that it be heard. They can make a dif-
ference.

Opposing Irvington development
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NORRIS BRIDGE NOW

A Call To Action
Presentations by VDOT Officials

and State Police

Question and Answer Period
From the Public

Date: Thursday, October 25, 2007

Time: 5:30 pm - 6:45 pm

Location: Lancaster 
Community Library
235 School Street

Kilmarnock, VA 22482

For More Information
Call Pam Deihl at 435-0702
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Old crabs don’t die . . . they just get steamed!
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Welby and  Robyn Saunders 
of Kilmarnock announce the 
birth of their daughter, Ayla 
Genevieve, August 23, 2007, 
at `10:52 a.m. She weighed 7 
pounds and was 191/2 inches 
long.

She was welcomed home by 
her three-year-old sister, Olivia 
Lynne, and her 17-month-old 
brother, Creston Jon.

Her paternal grandparents 
are Cres and Lynn Saunders of 
Irvington.

Her maternal great-grand-
mother is Genevieve Potter of 
Rochester, Minn.

Sarah Beth Cothran and Rob 
Pittman announce the birth of 
their son, Porter Cothran Pitt-
man, born September 1, 2007, 
in Myrtle Beach, S.C. He 
weighed 6 pounds, 1 ounce and 
was 18 1/2 inches long.

He is the grandson of Becky 
and Gil Cothran of Belden, 
Miss., Hazel and John Farmer 
of Irvington, and J. Ray Pitt-
man of Williamsburg.

Mrs. Betty Jones of 
Kilmarnock returned home 
last week after accompany-
ing friends, Ms. Vivian Dale 
of Hopewell and Ms. Merle 
Jennings of Chester, to Lil-
lian, Ala., for a memorial 
service for a friend.

Shaune and Aaron Colliver 
and son, Braydon, of Ashburn 
spent Columbus Day week-
end with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Stephen Proctor, at their 
Bluff Point home.

Mr. and Mrs. BIll  
Ambruster of Alexandria and 
Ditchley are happy to be resi-
dents of Ditchley.

Mr. and Mrs. David 
Fletcher of Springfield are 
the parents of a little girl, 
Larkin Wallace Fletcher, born 
Thursday, October 4, 2007, 
at Fairfax Hospital. Larkin 
has two brothers, Riley and 
Will. Grandparents Tom and 
Carol Fletcher, are home 
after being with the family 
for several days.

Pastor and Mrs. John 
Howard Farmer (Hazel) have 
returned from a recent trip to 
Myrtle Beach, S.C., where 
they visited with their son, 
Rob Pittman and family. 
Grandmother and grand-
daddy had three days of get-
ting acquainted time with 

Joan M. Benson of Weems 
announces the engagement 
of her daughter, Dawn Marie 
Hinson, to Matthew Wayne 
Hinkle, son of Larry and Cindy 
Hinkle of Goshen.

The bride-to-be is a 1991 
graduate of Lancaster High 
School. She is employed by 
Northern Neck Insurance Com-
pany in Irvington.

The prospective groom is a 
1995 graduate of Riverheads 
High School. He is employed 
at C.W. Davis Grading, Clear-
ing and Paving in Gloucester.

Miss Hinson is the grand-
daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. John Edward Benson.

The couple plans to marry on 
May 3, 2008, in Urbanna. 

premie-grandson, Porter 
Cothran Pittman, now a little 
over a month old. Porter and 
mom, Sarah Beth, are both 
doing well.

On their way home the 
Farmers stopped off at Camp 
LeJeune, N.C., to visit USMC 
Corporal and Mrs. Travis 
Hazell (Megan), and their first 
great-grandchild, Elizabeth 
Audrey Hazel, who is now 10 
months old. Later that week 
Corporal Hazell was deployed 
to Twenty-nine Palms, Cali-
fornia, for desert training. He 
is scheduled to be home by 
Thanksgiving to join the Farm-
ers and 10 members of their 
extended family for a holiday 
reunion in Myrtle Beach.

Mr. and Mrs. Innis Wood 
spent an extended week-
end recently visiting family. 
They spent two nights with 
her daughter and son-in-law, 
Janet and Tom Bridwell, 
and granddaughter, Laura, 
in Concord, N.C. They vis-
ited with her sister, Frances 
Hawkins, in Winston-Salem 
en route to Roanoke where 
they spent two nights with 
his daughter, Sandra Hughes. 
While there they were joined 
for lunch by granddaughter 
Lindsey Hughes, and grand-
son Christopher Hathaway.
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Local News

Dawn Marie Hinson and 
Matthew Wayne Hinkle

Hinson-Hinkle

Ayla Genevieve Saunders

Porter Cothran Pittman

Births

Engagements

The Lancaster High School 
Red Devil Band is selling 
Fresh Florida Indian River 
Citrus.

“This is an annual sale 
to help the LHS Band raise 
money for band trips and 
competitions,” said band 
director Robbie Spiers. “This 
year the band will travel to 
New Orleans to participate 
in the half-time show of the 
2008 BCS National Champi-
onship Game.”

Customers will have numer-
ous choices this year includ-
ing fresh naval oranges, juicy 
red grapefruit, Florida tange-
los, and a mixed box of naval 
oranges and red grapefruit. 
All items are sold in small 
(2/5 bushel), or large (4/5 
bushel) sizes.

Community members who 
wish to purchase fruit may 
contact a band student or the 
LHS band room at 462-0697. 
Orders will be taken until 
October 31. Fruit is sched-
uled to arrive November 19 
during the week of Thanks-
giving.

“This fruit from the Flor-
ida  Indian River Groves is 
fantastic,” said Spiers. “We 
sold quite a bit last year, and 
it received rave reviews from 
customers. I hope that per-
sons who bought from gradu-
ating seniors or students who 
are no longer in band will call 
and let us serve them again.”

Northumberland/Lancaster 
Virginia Cooperative Extension 
(VCE) will hold a Volunteer 
Recognition Program Octo-
ber 29 at Wicomico Church 
Parish Hall. The theme will be 
“Importance of Volunteers.”

In addition to the recognition 
of volunteers, extension agents 
will present highlights of the 
2007 VCE programs.

Capt. Chuck Wilkins of 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office will be a guest 
speaker  as well as several 
supervisors who have been 
invited. In addition, invitations 
have been extended to District 
99 Del. Rob Wittman and Dis-
trict 28 State Senate candidates 
Albert Pollard and Richard 
Stuart.

The public is invited. Come 
at 7 p.m. to enjoy dessert. 
RSVP by October 26 to the 
Lancaster Extension office at 
462-5780.

Band citrus 
sale begins

Extension 
to recognize 
volunteers

Rehearsing for the next show
The Northern Neck Orchestra will begin its 16th season with 
a POPS concert October 27 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lancaster 
Middle School Theater in Kilmarnock. Orchestra members 
prepare to rehearse under the direction of Guy Hayden 
(left). “From the River to the Sea” will include a repertoire 
of popular music embracing the theme of water. Tickets may 
be purchased at Twice Told Tales, the Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery, and the White Stone Pharmacy, or call 436-9027.

The Mary Ball Washington 
Republican Women’s Club 
will honor the memory of the 
late Rep. Jo Ann Davis at its 
annual Callao Day reception 
from 2:30 to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
October 20.

The public is invited to 
the reception, which will 
coincide with the official 
Callao Fireman’s Festival and 
Parade. It will be held in the 
offices of Dailey Real Estate 
on Northumberland Highway 
in Callao.

Davis represented Vir-
ginia’s 1st Congressional 
District for seven years on 
Capitol Hill. She died Octo-
ber 6 after battling breast 
cancer for two years. She had 
been the guest of honor at all 
of the Republican Women’s 
Club’s previous Callao Day 
receptions.

Light refreshments will 
be served. There will be no 
speeches, but there will be 
an opportunity to meet and 
speak with Republican Party 
officials and candidates.

Among those expected to 
attend are State Del. Rob 
Wittman, District 28 State 
Senate candidate Richard 
Stuart, county supervisor 
Richard F. Haynie; county 
Supervisor A. Joseph Self 
Sr., and supervisor candidate 
Thomas H. Tomlin.

Republican 
women to honor
the late Rep. Jo 
Ann Davis  
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Hometown Harvest Day 
will be held October 27 in 
Mathews.

A community yard sale and 
collectibles on Main Street 
will open at 8 a.m. 

A Farmers’ Market opens 
at 9 a.m. on the old court-
house green.

Relax on the porch of the 
Visitors Center and enjoy a 
family story or two and by 
noon, lunch will be served 
at the Mathews Memorial 
Library with hot dogs, funnel 

cakes, caramel corn and car-
amel apples.

Also at the library will be 
family games and music of 
the “Two of a Kind” band. 
Bill and Mike Fisher are a 
fast-picking, singing grand-
father and grandson who will 
perform favorite bluegrass 
songs.

Wear the best Harvest Hal-
loween costume and stop by 
Dilly Dally and get a list of 
merchants to visit for an old 
fashioned trick or treat.

Mathews to celebrate 
Hometown Harvest Day
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■ 90th anniversary
The Northumberland Red 

Cross Chapter was chartered 
August 3, 1917, and since that 
date has grown in volunteers 
and services to the local com-
munity.

A volunteer recognition 
reception will be held  Novem-
ber 18, from 2:30 to 4 p.m., at 
the Fairfields Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, in Burgess. 
Refreshments will be served.

■ At The Playhouse
The Lancaster Players will 

present “The Cooley Girls” by 
Brad Stephens of Irvington at 
The Playhouse in White Stone 
November 8, 9, 10, 15, 16 and 
17 at 8 p.m.; and November 11 
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $20 each and will 
include dessert. For reserva-
tions, call 435-3776.

■ Banner lecture
Lee and Grant will be pre-

sented by Dr. William M.S. 
Rasmussen at a Banner Lec-
ture Series event November 1 
at noon at the Virginia His-
torical Society (VHS) at 428 
N. Boulevard in Richmond.

The two great opposing 
commanders of the Civil War, 
Robert  E. Lee and Ulysses 
S. Grant, are the subjects of a 
major exhibition at the VHS, 
called simply Lee and Grant. 
Dr. William M.S. Rasmussen, 
the exhibition co-curator and 
the Lora M. Robins Curator 
at the VHS, will explore the 
parallel lives of these two 
American icons. For direc-
tions and admission informa-
tion, call 358-4901, or visit 
www.vahistorical.org.

■ Book and author
The 27th annual Book and 

Author Dinner will be held at 
5 p.m. October 26 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club 
near Kilmarnock. Guests will 
include emcee Jann Malone 
and authors Ron Smith, Anne 
Hobson Freeman and Logan 
Ward. 

The event is sponsored by 
The Friends of the Library and 
the Library Center at Rappa-
hannock Community College 
in Warsaw. Reservations for 
tickets ($35) must be made by 
October 19. For reservations, 
call 529-6584.

■ Native plants
The Virginia Native Plant 

Society’s Northern Neck Chap-
ter will meet Thursday, October 
18, at 12:15 p.m. at Wicomico 
Parish Church on Route 200 in 
Wicomico Church.

Bring a brown-bag lunch. 
The hospitality committee will 
furnish beverages and light 
refreshments. Master Gardener 
Ted Munns will discuss identi-
fication and handling of inva-
sive plant species.

■ Pops Concert
The Northern Neck Orches-

tra will begin its 16th season 
with a POPS concert October 
27 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lancaster 
Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock. Under the direc-
tion of Guy Hayden, “From the 
River to the Sea” will include 
a repertoire of popular music 
embracing the theme of water.

Tickets may be purchased at 
Twice Told Tales, the Kilmar-
nock Antique Gallery, and the 
White Stone Pharmacy, or call 
436-9027.

■ Re-enactment
Explore Life in 1864 at a 

Civil War re-enactment at 
Locust Grove Farm in Walk-
erton. A variety of activities 
will be held November 3 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
November 4 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Admission is $5 for a 
one-day pass or $8 for a two-
day pass. Those 12 and under 
are free. Call 744-6224, or 
visit PeninsulaArtillery@co
mcast.net, or www.peninsu-
laartillery.bizland.com.

■ Museum meeting
Senior curator Bly Straube 

of the Association for the Pres-
ervation of Virginia Antiqui-
ties will be the guest speaker 
at the October 20 meeting 
of the Mary Ball Washing-
ton Museum and Library. The 
meeting will begin at 10 a.m. 
at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. 

Straube will speak on 
“Rediscovering Jamestown: 
Facts and Artifacts of the Vir-
ginia Adventure.” The public 
is invited. Refreshments will 
be served. To attend, call 462-
7280.

■ Callao festival
The 26th annual Callao 

Firemen’s Festival will be held 
October 19 and 20. On Friday, 
judges will accept fair entries 
and Tiny Tot and Junior Miss 
Callao contests will be held.

Saturday activities beginning 
at 8 a.m. will include a 5K run, 
a Baby Contest, a country fair, 
a health fair, a diaper derby, a 
hunting dog show, a Karaoke 
contest, arts, crafts, exhib-
its, civic booths, food booths, 
carnival games, horseshoe 
competition, antique tractors, 
cars and trucks, a Civil War re-
enactment, pie-eating contest, 
nail-driving contest, seed-spit-
ting contest and a 2 p.m. parade 
with grand marshal Phillip H. 
Deitz.

■ Cow-A-Dung-O
Deeds for a Cow-A-Dung-

O raffle involving live cows 
November 17 on the Lancaster 
High School football field, are 
available for $100 each. Only 
675 will be sold, with a grand 
prize of $10,000 and several 
other prizes to be awarded. 
Proceeds will benefit the 
band’s trip to the Allstate BCS 
National Championship Bowl 
in New Orleans January 7.

Cow-A-Dung-O deeds are 
available from Band Booster 
members and by calling 462-
0697. They also will be sold 
at Scottish Days, the Irving-
ton Farmers’ Market and home 
football games. Donations are 
accepted, and may be mailed to 
the LHS Band Boosters at P.O. 
Box 3, Lancaster, VA 22503.

■ Fish fry
A fish fry will be held Sat-

urday, October 20, at Fairfields 
United Methodist Church in 
Burgess from 5 to 7 p.m. The 
price is $10 for adults and $5 
for children under age 12. The 
menu includes fried fish, cole 
slaw, baked beans, hush pup-
pies, dessert and beverage.

This event is sponsored by 
the Nelia Tingle Fellowship 
group. The proceeds will sup-
port outreach programs such 
as supplies for the elementary 
school and care packages for 
troops overseas and local shut-
ins.

■ Pitching spaghetti
The Lancaster High School 

baseball team will serve a spa-
ghetti dinner October 25 at 
Dream Fields near Kilmarnock 
from 5 to 7 p.m. The menu will 
include spaghetti with meat 
sauce, salad, bread, and bever-
age.

Tickets are $8 for adults and 
$6 for students. Proceeds will 
benefit the team. Tickets are 
available at local businesses, 
Lancaster High School, or at 
the door.

■ Dowsers meeting
The Chesapeake Bay Dows-

ers will host a field trip Satur-
day, October 20, to map and 
explore a newly discovered 
vortex in Lancaster County. 
The group will meet at the 
home of Bill Bonnell at 481 
Lonesome Pine Trail in Lan-
caster at 9 a.m. Bring dowsing 
tools, especially “L” rods. The 
public is invited. 

From Kilmarnock travel 
Route 3 west Lively, left on 
Route 201, left on Route 354, 
left on Belmont Drive, left on 
Lonesome Pine Trail. For more 
information, call Bill Bonnell 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
435-0531.

■ Bay Tones show
The Northern Neck Bay Tones 

barbershop chorus will present 
its third annual show, “Barber-
shop Goes Broadway,” at 7:30 
p.m. November 10 at the Lan-
caster Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock. Tickets are avail-
able from any member of the 
Bay Tones; at Foxy or the Bank 
of Lancaster in Kilmarnock; or 
the Northern Neck State Bank 
in Burgess.

Award-winning quartets, 
Moonglow and New Release, 
will participate. The concert 
will be dedicated to Bay Tones 
charter member Mitch Bradley.

■ Gurleys in concert
The Gurleys will perform 

at the The Playhouse in White 
Stone October 20 at 7:30 p.m. 
to benefit the Lancaster Band 
Boosters. Tickets are $10 and 
may be purchased by calling 
462-0697.

■ Barbershop concert
On November 3, the Rap-

pahannock Concert Associa-
tion (RCA) will welcome the 
Greater Richmond Chorus in 
a barbershop concert at the 
Richmond County Elemen-
tary School auditorium at 
7:30 p.m.

A subscription to all f ive 
RCA concerts is $60; a stu-
dent subscription is $10. Sub-
scriptions and single-concert 
tickets will be on sale at the 
door November 3.

■ Hake fish 
Morning Star Baptist 

Church will have a hake fish 
breakfast October 27 at 7:30 
a.m. at the church. Hake fish 
and a variety of traditional 
breakfast food will be avail-
able. Eat in or carryout, by 
donation. For tickets, call 
580-4434.

■ Shakespeare
Rappahannock Community 

College will host Shakespeare’s 
“Richard II”  by the Richmond 
Shakespeare Theater Octo-
ber 25  at the Glenns Campus 
Woodland Amphitheater from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. There 
is no admission fee. 

■ Brunswick stew
Brunswick stew will be 

available for take-out Saturday, 
October 20, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. at White Stone 
United Methodist Church in 
White Stone. The price will 
be $8 per quart. Proceeds will 
benefit Interfaith.

■ Holly meeting
The Colonial Virginia 

Chapter of the Holly Society 
of America will meet at 9:30 
a.m.  November 17 in Rose 
Hall at the Norfolk Botani-
cal Gardens at 6700 Azalea 
Garden Road in Norfolk. 
Marcus Jones will present 
“Pruning Hollies and Other 
Plants.”

The registration fee will be 
$14 for members and $16 for 
others. A choice of box lunch 
is included. Laurie Fox will 
lead a tour of the grounds of 
the Hampton Roads Agricul-
ture Research and Education 
Center. To register, call Peggy 
McComb at 642-2449 by 
November 10.

■ Oyster roast
There will be an Oyster 

Roast at Cowarts Seafood 
in Lottsburg Saturday, Octo-
ber 20, from 2 to 5:30 p.m., 
sponsored by the Northum-
berland County Republican 
Committee. Advance tickets 
are $25 for adults, $5 for 
children 6 to 13 years, and 
free for children 5 years and 
younger. Tickets at  the gate 
are $30.

The menu will include 
oysters raw and steamed, 
chili dogs, clam chowder, 
ice cream, chips, soft drinks, 
beer, door prizes and music. 
Bring an oyster knife.

■ Order bisque
The Middlesex County Wom-

an’s Club in Urbanna is accept-
ing advance orders for quarts of 
crab bisque. The bisque will be 
made and frozen in advance of 
the Oyster Festival.The price for 
a quart of bisque is $14. To place 
an order, call Jean at 758-8417, 
or e-mailrjkos!@verizon.net. 

■ On Stage
The Rappahannock Foun-

dation for the Arts On Stage 
series for 2007-08 will open 
October 20 with The Piano 
Men, a multi-media presen-
tation featuring Jim Witter 
on keyboard. The 1970s rock 
musical highlights the music 
of Billy Joel and Elton John.

The concert will begin at 8 
p.m. at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater in Kilmar-
nock. Ticket information 
is available by calling 435-
0292.

■ Nut sale
The Women of Grace nut sale 

offers Hubs 20 oz. cans of pea-
nuts, salted or unsalted ($10) 
and 40 oz. cans ($15); a 20 oz. 
can of chocolate covered pea-
nuts ($15); 16 oz. bags of shelled 
pecan halves ($9) and chocolate 
covered pecans ($16).

Call Charlotte Henry at 435-
7001 to place an order. The 
deadline is November 4. All 
orders will be ready for pickup 
before Thanksgiving.

■ Author to speak
Bank of Lancaster’s Golden 

Advantage Club will sponsor 
author Frank Fuerst October 
18 at Stratford Hall from 2 to 3 
p.m. and October 19 at Rappa-
hannock Westminster-Canter-
bury from 10 to 11 a.m.

Fuerst’s book, Alzheimer’s 
Care with Dignity, is a true 
story. Fuerst will hold a book-
signing immediately following 
his speech. To make a reserva-
tion, call Theresa Ransone or 
Lisa Clegg at 435-1171, or 1-
800-435-1140.

■ Coffee House
The Northern Neck Family 

YMCA will host a “Coffee 
House” October 19 from 7:30  
to 11 p.m. at The Playhouse 
in White Stone to benefit the 
Guardian Program. There will 
be an open mike segment from 
10 to 11 p.m.

Tickets are $15 and include 
hors d’eouvres, dessert, coffee, 
soft drinks and a cash bar. For 
tickets, visit the YMCA, or call 
Lisa Shivers at 435-0578.

■ Maternity center
The McKenneys of Motley 

Farm will host an “Afternoon 
at the River” October 20 from 
2 to 6 p.m. to raise funds for the 
Family Maternity Center of the 
Northern Neck. The event will 
include music, a buffet, a raffle 
and a silent auction. Tickets are 
$50.

Motley Farm is at 516 Motley 
Farm Lane in Farnham. Tickets 
are available from maternity 
center board members and at 
Booth’s Furniture, Picture Me, 
and from Cheryl Sadler Pugh 
at Davenport and Co. at 435-
7705.

■ Historical Haunt
Stratford Hall will offer a 

haunting event October 27 
from 6 to 8 p.m. There will be 
a costume contest, eerie ghost 
walk, pumpkin painting, crafts 
and games and refreshments.

Register for  a copy of The 
Ghosts of Virginia, Volume 1, 
from the Plantation Gift Shop. 
Fees are adults and children 
12 years and older, $5; chil-
dren 6 to 11 years, $3; under 
5, free.

■ Yard sale
On November 3, Girl 

Scouts will host a yard sale 
in Warsaw to benefit Camp 
Kittamaqund. Girl Scouts are 
requesting donations for the 
yard sale. 

Items must be received by 
November 2. Contact Heather 
Newsome at 529-5173, or 
Gail Ramsey at 580-6405.

Area Events

■ Halloween party
Mary Ball Washington 

Museum will host its annual 
kids Halloween Party Octo-
ber 27 at dusk. The Boys 
& Girls Club of the North-
ern Neck will help with this 
year’s party on the museum 
grounds.

According to Jean Nead 
of the museum, there will 
be two storytellers, a pictur-
esque setting, adult supervi-
sion, and edible and other 
treats will be provided.

■ Barbecue at the Ruins
Rosewell’s annual Barbe-

cue at the Ruins will be held 
October 28.  The fund-raiser 
features pork barbecue with all 
the trimmings, bluegrass music 
by Made from Scratch and a 
silent auction. Tickets are $25 
for adults and $12 for children 
ages 6 to 12. Tickets  must 
be ordered by October 24. To 
order, call the  Rosewell Foun-
dation at 693-2585. 

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!
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CLOSED
Sat., Oct. 20, 2007

My Son’s Wedding!�

Rappahannock Rentals 
will be closed 

Saturday, October 20, 2007.

We apologize for any inconvenience. 
All reserved rental items must be picked 

up by Friday at 4:00 pm. 

Congratulations Christina and Will!

(804) 435-2353
(800) 971-7368
White Stone, VA
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In Our Men’s Department
Hardwick Suits & Blazers
Berle & Hagger Slacks
Arrow Dress Shirts
Cotton Traders Sweaters
Arrow & Enro Sport Shirts
Members Only & Augusta Jackets
Florsheim & SAS Shoes
Canterbury Belts, Buxton Wallets
Plus: Hats, Gloves, Cologne, Gift 
Items & Formalwear Accessories

In Our Ladies Department
Koret & Plaza South 
 Dresses-Petite & Missy
Alfred Dunner, Graff, Keren Hart, 
Multiples and Haggar
 Casual & Dressy Sportswear
Sweaters by Jenny
Napier Jewelry
Isotoner Slippers
Lingerie by Vanity Fair
Sleepwear by Bellepointe
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Children’s Department
Little Me, Carter’s & Oshkosh B’Gosh
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The Halloween Costume Con-
test in Irvington will be held on 
Halloween night, Wednesday, 
October 31, at the Irvington 
Commons. 

The Irvington Chamber of 
Commerce and Village Improve-
ment Association sponsor the 
event. Everyone is welcome.

Goodie bags will be filled with 
tasty treats and things that glow in 
the dark. There will also be glow 
stick necklaces to help make the 
little ghosts and goblins more vis-
ible while trick-or-treating.

A short parade will be held 
before the judging so all the cos-
tumes can be admired.

Judging will begin at 6 p.m. 
Three prizes will be awarded in 
each of the following categories: 
Creepy Crawlies (ages 2 and 
under), Terrifying Tots (ages 3 to 
4), Menacing Munchkins (ages 
5 to 6), Awful Offspring (ages 7 
to 8), Chilling Children (ages 9 
to 10) and Intimidating Tweens 
(ages 11 to 12). There will be one 
prize awarded for Most Gruesome 
Grown Up and most Bewitching 
Pet.

Plan to come early to see the 
other monsters and creatures. 
Look for signs with the age group 
numbers on them at the Com-
mons, then stay with the group 
for the parade and judging.

To volunteer, call Kathy Mor-
chower at 438-9055.

The Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Club and the Morattico Water-
front Museum will hold an 
Oktoberfest  Saturday, October 
20. Festivities will begin at 5 
p.m. and dinner will be served 
at 5:30 p.m.

Music will be provided by 
the Randy Davis band, Some-
thing Else. There will be danc-
ing, socializing, door prizes 
and a 50-50 drawing.

The menu includes pork loin, 

An author who loves train 
rides, Jill Winkowski, will 
describe her first novel, 
“The Third Rail,” for the 
Books Alive program, at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, October 23, at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library in  Heathsville.

The third rail of the title 
symbolizes the track to new 
places of the mind and heart 
that are depicted in the story 
of two people from very dif-
ferent backgrounds who meet 
on a train in France.

In the book Winkowski 
writes, “The third rail - you 
would think it would be about 
trains, that a third rail could 
become a huge, heavy symbol 
(cymbal) for something - it’s 
life, but not really - some-
thing bordering on life.”

The main characters are  
Olive, a white woman from 
Virginia and Kwasi Nzo 
from Cote d’Ivoire, Africa. 
They meet on the train and 
their lives change, especially 
when they return to their 
native countries.

Train ride inspires a novel

Oktoberfest is Saturday

Irvington  
to entertain
ghosts, ghouls 
on Halloween

“Matchmaker” performances begin November 3
Seventeen actors and actresses of the Westmoreland Players in Callao  are preparing for 
the opening night of “The Matchmaker” by Thornton Wilder November 3. The play will 
run through November 18. For tickets and reservations, call 529-9345. The players include 
(from left, front row), Laura Dawson, Alan Campbell, Anita Harrower and Victoria Dawson; 
(next row) Bob Wilson, Bev Mangan, John Stull, Sarah Rumsey, Chad Lewis, Jay Croxton 
and Jason Strong.

“Writing about race was 
something I needed to do,” 
Winkowski said. “I had 
grown up primarily in Vir-
ginia Beach, and my moth-
er’s family was from South 
Central Virginia. I was so 
aware of the kind of silence 
around race in the 1970s. It 
was something I wanted to 

articulate.”
Although not autobio-

graphical, much of Olive’s 
family history in the book is 
based on stories contained 
in a memoir written by 
Winkowski’s grandmother.

“At the presentation, I will 
read some from my grand-
mother’s memoir and some 
from the places in the book 
that weave in the stories and 
details from the memoir,” 
Winkowski said.

Refreshments will be 
served and after a question 
and answer interval, the 
author will have a book sign-
ing.

The next Books Alive 
review November 27 will be 
“Private Heat,” a mystery 
written by retired counter-
intelligence officer Robert 
Bailey.

The Friends of the Library 
sponsors the Books Alive 
program.

Jill Winkowski

kielbasa, bratwurst, sauerkraut, 
German potato salad, baked 
apples, bean  soup, rye and 
pumpernickel breads, a vari-
ety of desserts, tea, lemonade, 
water and soft drinks, beer and 
wine.

Tickets are $20 and may be 
obtained in advance by con-
tacting any Ruritan or museum 
member. Proceeds will benefit 
the museum and the Ruritan 
Club.

Members of the Richmond-
Nansemond Chapter of the 
Archaeological Society of 
Virginia will identify fos-
sils, ancient artifacts, colonial 
ceramics and any mystery items 
brought to their booth during 
the Scottish Day Festival Satur-
day, October 20, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Others may visit and 
learn. The I.D. is sponsored by 
the Kilmarnock Museum. For 
more information, call 435-
2473.

Bring mystery 
artifacts to 
Scottish Days
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Historical Haunts
Saturday, October 27, 6-8 p.m.
Join us for a haunting good time! Thrills and chills for the whole family. 
There will be a costume contest, eerie ghost walk, pumpkin painting, 
crafts and games, refreshments and more. Register to win a free copy 
of The Ghosts of Virginia, Volume 1, from the Plantation gift shop. 
Adult and children 12 years and older $5, children 6-11 $3, under 5 are 
free. Call 804-493-8038 ext. 1020, or e-mail mcooney@stratfordhall.
org for more information.

Christmas at Stratford
Friday & Saturday, Dec. 7 & 8 
Step back into time and experience the Colonial holidays of the Lees. 
Enjoy period music and dancing in the Great House. Dinner and 
lodging are available by reservation. Visit the plantation gift shop 
for great holiday gift ideas. Dinner seating is at 6 pm and 8:30 pm 
on Friday, 3:30, 6 pm & 8:30 pm on Saturday. Cost of dinner includes 
Great House tour ticket, tax and gratuity and is $48 for adults 
and $24 for children ages 5-11, under 5 are free. For reservations 
call 804-493-8038 ext. 8504 or email nfolk@stratfordhall.org

Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, Nov. 22, 12 noon & 3 p.m.   
Enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving feast of turkey with all the trimmings 
in our Plantation Dining Room, walk it off by taking a Great House 
tour, shop until you drop in the Plantation Gift Shop! This event 
has sold out in the past, so don’t wait! Dinner seating times are at 
12 noon and 3 p.m. Cost is $40 for adults, $18 for children ages 
5-11, under 5 are free. Cost includes tax and gratuity and grounds 
pass admission. For dinner reservations, call 804-493-9696.

Stratford is located off Virginia Rt. 3 on Rt. 214 in Westmoreland County, 45 minutes East of Fredericksburg

Mark your 2008 calendar now for Coaching Day!
Coaching Day, Sunday, April 27, 2008

804.493.8038
www.stratfordhall.org

SHP-1075 Calendar Ad 5.75x9 Mech1   1 10/11/07   4:43:58 PM

LOST Jewelry Case
Custom Designed Jewelry
Reward • 804-758-4087

Serving:
Middlesex
Mathews
Lancaster
Northumberland

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

urtains & Shades, LLC
Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887

Courtesy In-Home Consultations
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Menu Scheduled Features: Oysters, 
Clams, BBQ, Hot Dogs, Soup, Coffee and 
Soft Drinks. Beer available for purchase. 

Ticket Prices

$30/advance
$35/day of the event
Advance tickets can be 
obtained by contacting 
the museum: 453-6529

Limited to 1,000 tickets.
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Additional information  can be found at 
www.rfmuseum.org or 804-453-6529.

The Museum will be open from 
10:30 - Noon on November 10.

Museum galleries & indoor exhibits will be 
closed during the Oyster Roast.

Russian pianist Vladi-
mir Svoysky will return to 
Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury October 
27 at 4 p.m. for an all-
Gershwin concert in the 
first Bazaar Performance 
of the season. Svoysky 
presented an all-Mozart 
program at RW-C in 2004.

Svoysky was born 
in Leningrad, toured 
Russia with the Gorky 
Philharmonic and earned 
degrees in piano, organ 
and conducting from the 
Leningrad and Gorky 
conservatories.

Assigned by his govern-
ment to build a symphony 
orchestra in Siberia, he 
handpicked musicians 
from throughout the 
USSR and started the 
Krasnoyarsk Symphony 
Orchestra. He stayed as 
musical director three 
years before emigrating 
to the United States in 
1979. He earned master’s 
degrees in piano and 
conducting from Peabody 
Conservatory.

He debuted in London 
at St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
in 1995 and in New York 
at Carnegie Hall in 1996. 
Critics praise his techni-
cal virtuosity, emotional 
interpretation and per-
sonal warmth; they say 
he plays music the way 
the composers themselves 
would have performed 
their own. His technique 
is big and colorful in the 
Russian tradition.

He founded the Rym-
land Quintet, a chamber 
ensemble that made its 
New York debut at the 
Brooklyn Conservatory in 
1990 and won the Colum-
bia International Chamber 
Music Competition.

The free concert is 
made possible by pro-
ceeds from RW-C’s annual 
Fall Bazaar.

The place to celebrate Hal-
loween this year will be on 
the sidewalks of Kilmarnock 
as the Kilmarnock Chamber 
of Commerce presents its 
annual “Kilmarnock Kandy 
for Kids.”

Treats all around down-
town will take place from 4 
to 6 p.m. followed by games 
and judging of a pumpkin 
painting contest from 6 to 
6:45 p.m.

At 7 p.m., Jonathon Austin 
of Richmond will entertain 
with his Magic-Comedy-Jug-
gling Show.

Beginning at 7:30 p.m., a 
costume contest for all ages 
will be held at Northern Neck 
Solutions with prizes, give-
aways and other treats for all. 
Winners will get to see them-
selves on the big screen in 
the back yard.

Following the contest, the 
movie “Monster House” will 
be shown. All events are free 
and open to the public.

Local musicians Bill and 
Pam Gurley will give a concert 
to benefit the Lancaster High 
School Red Devil Marching 
Band Saturday, October 20, at 
7:30 p.m. at The Playhouse in 
White Stone.

The band was selected to 
play in the pre-game and half-
time shows of the BCS Col-
lege National Championship 
Bowl football game in New 
Orleans. Funds to help defray 
the cost to band members are 
being raised.

The Gurleys play a mix-
ture of folk, bluegrass, gospel 
and country music, including 
many originals.

Coffees and desserts will 
be served, courtesy of Net 
Cruisers Café and Willaby’s 
catering. Tickets are $10 each. 
Proceeds will go the Lancaster 
Band Boosters fund for the 
Marching Band trip to New 
Orleans.

Tickets may be purchased 
by calling the Lancaster High 
School band room at 462-
0697. Seating is limited to 70 
people.

Beach, ‘70s dance, oldies, 
standards, ‘90s and adult 
contemporary music will 
be flowing from the deck 
at Smokin’ Joe’s in Kilmar-
nock Friday, October 19, as 
FAB (formerly Fat Ammon’s 
band) makes a Kilmarnock 
appearance.

The concert will be from 
6 to 10 p.m. Dancing is 
allowed.

For almost 25 years, the 
incomparable sounds of FAB 
have captivated the hearts 
of audiences of all ages and 
tastes. From Florida to Texas, 
these talented entertainers 
serve up a savory mix of 
diverse musical styles.

The group performed for 
President Ronald Reagan’s 
Inaugural Ball and has opened 

Harpist/composer Susan 
Anthony-Tolbert and English 
Tea proved to be a potent brew 
for the Friends of the Library 
Songs Alive at the Northum-
berland Public Library Sep-
tember 30.

As a result, she will perform 
an encore at a second English 
Tea October 28 in the library 
meeting room at 3 p.m.

The encore will have the 
same format. Anthony-Tolbert 
will describe the three types of 
harps and discuss the inspiration 
for her original compositions. 
Then she will have a recital of 
her works, which are available 
on CDs. She will play compo-
sitions by Bach, Mozart, and 
others during the tea service.

The English Tea will fea-
ture all the trappings. Egg and 

Encore for Songs Alive at English Tea

Harpist/composer Susan 
Anthony-Tolbert will play at 
an encore performance for 
the English Tea.

FAB to play Smokin’ Joe’s Gurleys to 
perform
concert 
October 20

Chamber 
will host 
Halloween
activities 

Svoysky 
to play 
GershwinThe Edward Via Virginia 

College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine (VCOM) in Blacksburg 
recently donated Virginia Tech 
football tickets for the silent 
auction at the Family Mater-
nity Center of the Northern 
Neck’s (FMCNN) fund-raiser, 
“An Afternoon at the River.”

The two tickets are for use 
during the 2008 session and 
the successful bidder can pick 
the game (with the excep-
tion of the Virginia game). 
The tickets are in the Medical 
School’s Westside luxury box 
in Lane Stadium.

VCOM is looking forward 
to offering their students the 
opportunity to complete a 
community-based clinical 
rotation at FMCNN. The birth-
ing center is scheduled to have 
a student apartment in order 
to accommodate students and 
residents. 

The silent auction October 
20 at Motley Farm in Farnham 
also includes lunch and a tour 
with Del. Rob Wittman and 
beautiful Barber prints. Raffle 

From left are Family Maternity Center of the Northern Neck 
board member Jane Wills and president Shirley McAdoo.

Silent auction to offer
VA Tech football tickets

items have been donated from 
individuals and businesses.

Willaby’s will cater the 
event. Flatt Out will provide 
entertainment. Tickets for “An 
Afternoon at the River” are 
$50 per person, available from 
FMCNN board members: 
Kristie Duryea, Dr. James 

Hamilton, Cindy Clarke; 
Booth’s Furniture, Picture Me, 
and Davenport & Co.

In Richmond County, tick-
ets are at RAHEC, or call 333-
3733. A limited number of 
tickets are available at www.
fmcnn.org., or from Shirley 
McAdoo at 435-3504.

cucumber finger sandwiches 
will be served. Scones and 
strawberries with clotted cream 
are also on the menu. Sweets 
will wrap up the refreshments.

“We are delighted that Susan 
has agreed to return for this 
Songs Alive encore,” said Ear-
line Walker, program organizer. 
“It was certainly a classy and 
successful start.”

“I was pleased that the 
Friends of the Library pro-
vided the opportunity to per-
form. That’s what I love to do,” 
Anthony-Tolbert said after the 
first performance.

Tickets are $10 each at the 
library front desk. Tickets also 
will be sold at the library stand 
during the Tavern Farmers’ 
Market Saturday, October 20, 
in Heathsville.

for such artists as The Temp-
tations, The Pointer Sisters, 
The Four Tops, Kool & the 
Gang, Aaron Neville, Louise 
Mandrell, Marie Osmond, 
James Brown and Michael 
McDonald. FAB also has had 
the pleasure of appearing as 
the featured artists with the 
Virginia Beach Pops Orches-
tra.

The group includes Don 
Quisenberry, bass, sound-
man and road manager; Lee 
Quisenberry, vocals, bass, 
trumpet, trombone and key-
boards; Chuck Williams, 
vocals and saxophone; 
Wilton “Animal” Ferguson, 
vocals and drums; Barry 
McLawhorn, vocals and 
guitar; and Mitch Haney, 
guitar, bass and vocals.

Animals For Adoption
The Animal Welfare League has 
many animals for adoption to 
good, loving homes. The dogs, 

puppies, cats and kittens change 
rapidly. In lieu of listing them 
interested persons may call 

435-0822 or call Joyce at 462-0091 
to be advised of what is available 
at that time. Visits to local animal 

shelters are also encouraged!
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Key
F – Food
E – Entertainment
T – Trolley Stop
R – Rest Rooms
I – Information
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FREE Admission
FREE Parking

costume contests • Games • Prizes • Treats 
judging for Pumpkin Painting contest 

 Big Screen Movie

Sponsored by Kilmarnock Chamber of Commerce

Kilmarnock

Kandy for Kidswednesday, oct. 31
Beginning at 4pm

 jonathan austin
comedian • Magician • juggler

��������������������
���������

�������������������
��������������������������

���������������������������������
����������������������

�����������������
�������������

��������������������������������
���������������������

�
� ��������������� ��������������
� ��������������� ��������
� ����������� � �������
� ������������ � ������
� ������� � ������

The Seventh-Day Adven-
tist Church at 421 South Main 
Street in Kilmarnock is again 
planning to sell oranges and 
grapefruit from Florida this 
winter.

For more than 20 years, 
members of the church have 
volunteered their time to pro-
vide the community service to 
the area. 

Telephone orders are taken 
and then called in to the H&S 
Citrus Company located in Ft. 
Pierce, Fla.

One of the co-owners of 
the company, Lois Sampson 
Deery, was born and raised in 
Kilmarnock and worked at T.D. 
McGinnes Inc. before moving 
out of the area. She and her 
husband bought into the citrus 
company in 1991. 

The fruit is usually ready to 
be picked up by the custom-
ers in Kilmarnock two to four 
days after being picked from 
the tree.

Volunteers from the church 
unload the boxes of fruit, take 
payments and take orders for 
the following month, as well as 
help customers get the boxes of 

The next seminar to benefit 
non-profit groups in the lower 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula will be held Novem-
ber 1 at Rappahannock West-
minster-Canterbury (RW-C) 
near Irvington.

This eighth annual seminar 
to be presented by the River 
Counties Community Founda-
tion will focus on proper gov-
ernance procedures.

Representatives from non-
profit organizations are invited 
to attend “The Important Role 
of a Non-Profit Governance 
Committee,” beginning at 8:30 
a.m. with a continental break-
fast.

Advice will be available 
from Robert L. Thalhimer and 
Robert E. Bremer, both of 
Richmond. They believe scan-
dals reported a few years ago 
involving boards of directors in 
both the private and public sec-
tors could have been avoided if 
strong governance procedures 
had been in place.

Church plans annual citrus fruit sale

Former pastor Dan Shafer helps stack boxes of citrus fruit.

Community Foundation seminar 
to review non-profit governance

Robert E. Bremer Robert L. Thalhimer

Thalhimer and Bremer will 
provide practical recommenda-
tions on steps that local non-
profits can take to adopt these 
important standards of prac-
tice.

Thalhimer is vice president 
for advancement at The Com-
munity Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central Vir-
ginia. Bremer is vice president 

in U.S. Card IT for Capital One 
Financial Corporation. 

Registrations are due by 
October 23. Call Marga-
ret Nost, regional direc-
tor of The Community 
Foundation, at 438-9414, or 
email mnost@tcfrichmond.
org. A fee of $10 per person 
will help defray the expenses 
of the event.

The annual Dining Out 
of the Northern Neck 
Chapter of the Military 
Officers Association will 
be November 3 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country 
Club at 6 p.m. 

Steve Holloway will 
entertain with a portrayal 
of John Adams covering 
the politics of the era. Hol-
loway has performed vari-
ous parts in “Cry Witch,” a 
play in Colonial Williams-
burg.

All military, active and 
retired, are invited to the 
Dining Out which will 
commence at 6 p.m. with 
cocktails. Attire will be 
dress uniform, black tie, 
miniature medals are 
encouraged or business 
dress. Call Frank Martin at 
435-3594 for reservations 
and meal selections. Res-
ervations must be made 
and payment received by 
October 29.

‘Dine Out’ 
November 3

fruit to their cars.
Also available on sale day 

are bags of various nuts, seeds, 
snack mixes, and dried fruit 
as well as some home baked 
items.

The members of the church 
have devoted many hours of 
labor to this effort and enjoy 
seeing old friends while meet-
ing new ones each month as 

they come to pick up their 
fruit.

Profits from the sales have 
been used for building improve-
ments and community service 
projects.

The fruit is available once 
each month from November 
through March.

To place an order, call 435-
1252 after October 22.

THE RECORDONLINEwww.rrecord.com
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By Audrey Thomasson
IRVINGTON— Town coun-

cil adopted Del. Rob Wittman’s 
resolution requesting that the 
Virginia Transportation Com-
mission approve funding a 
study for replacement of the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge. 

Del. Wittman and Del. 
Harvey Morgan have been 
securing support from local 
governments in the 14 counties 
of their districts that also are 
in the Fredericksburg district 
of the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT). 
The towns of Kilmarnock and 
White Stone adopted the reso-
lution earlier this month. 

They plan to present the 
resolutions to the Common-
wealth Transportation Board at 
a public meeting on a six-year 
primary route improvement 
plan October 30 at the Stafford 
government complex at 1300 
Courthouse Road in Stafford 
County. 

In other business, plan-
ning commission chairman 
Bob Morrison reported on the 
commission’s October 4 public 
meeting on a proposed com-
prehensive plan for Irvington. 

By the beginning of July 
2007, only the first walls of 
the two gymnasiums and class-
room buildings were beginning 
to take shape. 

Opening of the middle 
school was delayed at that time 
to coincide with the opening 
of the high school, and county 
officials began to worry, even 
discussing the possibility of 
contractual repercussions if 
construction was delayed too 
long. 

But, progress in recent 
months has brought a col-
lective sigh of relief. Some 
60 masons are at work on the 
job every day, bringing shape 
to the new building. The two 
gymnasiums have been dried-
in. Steel trusses are going in on 
the roofs and the second story 
of the middle school has been 
poured. 

The auditorium stage has 
been poured, and the Rappa-
hannock Concert Association 
is in contact with the county 
about scheduling community 
events in the space. 

Corridors, offices, court-
yards, cafeterias, libraries and 
the band room all have walls. 

In the coming weeks, cranes 
will place steel on the high 
school wing and crews will 
pour the second floor slab on 
that portion of the building, 
said project manager Richard 
Hughes of English Construc-
tion. 

The exterior walls of the 
auditorium and middle school 
should also be complete in 
upcoming weeks, Hughes said. 

Meanwhile, plans are under 
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Hungarian Goulash Soup
~Schweinshaxe with hot German Potato Salad

Bratwurst Platter Weinkraut, Mashed Potatos
Steamship Round of Pork on Wild Mushroom 

Bread Pudding, Red Cabbage, Original German Bread
~German Chocolate Cake

Bienenstich Cake (bee-sting)

~Oktoberfest Beer on Draft
and a wide selection of German Wines

~“Guten Apetit”
�
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Come join us Oct. 27th

for fun and dancing at the
Steamboat Restaurant featuring...

Close Call
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KILMARNOCK—A ques-
tion of what is the appropriate 
minimum usage rate for town 
utilities tops the agenda at the 
next town council meeting, 
Monday, October 22, at 7 p.m. 
in town hall. 

Residents are questioning the 
fairness of the minimum usage, 
which has been in effect since 
June 2006. 

The utility rate issue resur-
faced at two prior council 
meetings when Mayor Curtis 
Smith and councilman Paul 
Jones asked the consulting firm 
of Draper and Aden to reassess 
their recommended rate struc-
ture. The firm has consistently 
denied the feasibility of lower-
ing rates or recalculating mini-
mum usage based on major 
repairs and replacement needed 
on the infrastructure. 

Also on council’s agenda is a 
report by Mayor Smith on prog-
ress for building a new town 
center. The town center com-
mittee meets tonight, October 
18, at 6 p.m. in town hall. The 
meeting is open to the public.

Reports are also expected 
on the construction of a new 
maintenance building at the 
wastewater treatment plant, a 
meeting among VDOT rep-
resentatives and Hawthorne 
Farms residents over the new 
traffic light at Wal-Mart, and 
installing lights at the town 
parking lot and children’s play-
ground on Waverly Avenue.

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-

thumberland board of supervi-
sors approved an additional 
$5,000 in funding for the 
Health Department last week. 

Three Rivers Health District 
director Dr. Thomas Irungu 
explained the variety of ser-
vices the health department 
provides to local citizens. 

“We strive to make our ser-
vices relative to the commu-
nity,” Dr. Irungu said. 

Among those offered in 
Heathsville are family plan-
ning, immunizations, flu 
shots, pre-nursing home 
screenings, tuberculosis 
screenings, a car seat pro-
gram, the WIC program for 
infants, children and pregnant 
women, preventative dental 

treatments in the elementary 
school, environmental health 
services including well and 
septic permitting, restaurant 
inspections, rabies clinics, 
issuing of vital statistics, mon-
itoring of disease outbreaks in 
the community, pandemic flu 
preparedness and emergency 
preparedness. 

“It’s important to provide 
these services where the people 
are,” said Dr. Irungu. 

“We provide these services 
to the whole community, not 
just the low-income families,” 
he added. 

The state’s cost of serving 
Northumberland County is 
$800,000. The county share of 
that is $200,000. 

“For every dollar you with-
hold, the state withholds $2,” 

he said. 
Without the additional 

$5,000, Dr. Irungu said the 
department would be forced 
to reduce staff in the environ-
mental health office. 

The board noted that it asked 
for more information of the 
health department’s request 
but hadn’t received a detailed 
response. 

Part of the problem, Dr. 
Irungu explained is that the 
county needs a budget in the 
spring while the state doesn’t 
provide its budget to the health 
department until the fall. 

“It’s a lot of guess work,” he 
said. 

Chairman Ronald Jett made 
the motion to approve the addi-
tional funding and the board 
supported him 5-0.

Irvington council endorses
bridge replacement effort

are urged to attend.
The meeting will be con-

vened by Del. Rob Wittman and 
Del. Harvey Morgan. Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) district administrator 
David Ogle will address ques-
tions. VDOT bridge engineer 
Ken Walus has been invited. 
The timetable for repair and 
more technical explanation of 
the most recent inspection will 
be part of their comments to 
the community.

The agenda calls for a ques-
tion and answer session with 
VDOT and Virginia State 
Police representatives.

Currently, the 3-ton restric-
tion remains in effect. The 
penalties and violations for 
crossing the bridge will be 
discussed by representatives 
for the State Police. Examples 
of what is and is not permit-
ted within the 3-ton restriction 
limit and exceptions to that 
limit, if any, will be further 
identified.

In addition to the immedi-
ate emergency conditions, the 
NBN is advocating for the 
replacement of the bridge. The 
replacement estimate given 
to NBN is $165 million. The 
repairing of the existing bridge 

is estimated to be in excess of 
$35 million. The replacement 
is not currently budgeted or 
part of existing VDOT plans. 
The requirements for the pro-
cess for a new bridge will be 
outlined by Del. Wittman and 
Olge.

Others attending the meeting 
will include Chamber of Com-
merce representatives, elected 
officials, and a representa-
tive from the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board, a 16-
member body authorized by 
the Commonwealth of Virginia 
to establish VDOT priorities.

NBN was preliminarily 
convened by businesswoman 
Pam Deihl to advocate for “the 
safety of lives and preservation 
of the economic growth” of the 
Northern Neck which is being 
compromised by the current 
condition of the bridge.

The NBN is an organization 
of business leaders, political 
leaders and concerned citizens 
established to promote, publi-
cize and advocate the need for 
an immediate replacement of 
the Robert O. Norris Bridge 
across the Rappahannock 
River and to act as a conduit 
for all interested individuals, 
groups and associations.

Based on public input, the com-
mission will make final adjust-
ments to the plan November 
6. Commissioners will pres-
ent the plan to council at the 
December 13 town council 
meeting and public hearing.

Council approved disburse-
ment of $7,500 to the Steam-
boat Era Museum as part of the 
town’s annual commitment of 
$30,000. Councilmen Randy 
Ransom, John Pittman, Gary 
Luckham and Bob Westbrook 
gave their unanimous approval. 
The museum received $15,000 
in the first quarter of the 2007-
08 fiscal budget.

Westbrook expressed coun-
cil’s shared concern that the 
museum achieve financial 

independence of the town. 
Council also unanimously 

approved a $1,400 contract 
to put up and take down the 
town’s Christmas decora-
tions.

Mayor Alexander Fleet 
reported to council on the 
town attorney’s attempts to 
contact Countrywide Mort-
gage Company regarding 
unkept property at The Pony 
Pasture. The company fore-
closed on the property, but 
has not kept up the grounds. 
Attempts to contact the com-
pany have been unsuccessful. 

However, attorney Matt 
Terry will draft a letter notify-
ing the mortgage company of 
plans to take legal action. 

Utility rate 
discussions
return to
Kilmarnock 
town council 

The high school gymnasium will seat 1,000 spectators. 

Architect Doug Westmoreland looks down the broad hallway of the middle school’s first 
floor. To his left are science labs and classrooms.  

way to build an athletic field 
house closer to the football 
field with locker rooms and 
equipment storage. 

Not part of the original plan, 

the building is expected to cost 
about $150,000, which will be 
paid out of the school board’s 
capital expenses budget this 
year. 

Northumberland adds $5,000
to health department appropriation

Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict partners each year 
with  Virginia’s 46 other 
Soil and Water Districts and 
the National Association of 
Conservation Districts to 
remind citizens during Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Week October 14-20 of the 
ease and good sense in con-
servation. 

The theme, “Litter and 
Recycling—and Reducing 
the Impact of Litter on Vir-
ginia’s Watersheds,” aims to 
get citizens across the state 
to regularly practice conser-
vation, and in turn contribute 
to the environmental quality 
of Virginia.

It takes little effort and 
makes an important differ-
ence to the Northern Neck to 

practice the three R’s.
To reduce:

• Buy permanent items 
instead of disposables.

• Buy and use only what 
you need.

• Buy products with less 
packaging.

• Buy products that use 
less toxic chemicals.
To reuse:

• Repair items as much as 
possible.

• Use durable coffee 
mugs.

• Use cloth napkins or 
towels.

• Clean out juice bottles 
and use them for water.

• Use empty jars to hold 
leftover food.

• Reuse boxes.
• Purchase refillable pens 

and pencils.

• Participate in a paint 
collection and reuse pro-
gram. Donate extras to 
people in need or to charity 
instead of throwing them 
away.
To recycle:

•  Recycle paper (printer 
paper, newspapers, mail), 
plastic, glass bottles, card-
board, and aluminum cans 
by taking them to your local 
collection center.

• Recycle electronics.
* Recycle used motor oil.
• Compost food scraps, 

grass and other yard clip-
pings and dead plants.

• Close the loop—buy 
recycled products and 
products that use recycled 
packaging. That’s what 
makes recycling economi-
cally possible.

Observe Natural Resources
Conservation Week Oct. 14-20

(continued from page A1)▼ Bridge meeting . . . . (continued from page A1)▼ New school takes shape . . . . 
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Kilmarnock went to the 
dogs last Saturday when 
man’s best friends took 

center stage at the 7th annual 
Dog Gone Dog Show sponsored 
by the Animal Welfare League at 
Dream Fields.

A good crowd turned out to see 
dogs and their handlers (about 
one-quarter of them kids) strut 
their stuff. 

About 240 human participants 
and viewers, volunteers and 
helpers participated in the show, 
according to Animal Welfare 
League president Judith Harvell.

There were a total of 189 event 
entries, with some dogs entering 
more than one event. Other dogs 
came to visit, not to perform, 
she said. All proceeds go toward 
ongoing spay/neuter programs 
and other needs of Northern Neck 
animals, added Harvell.

First-place ribbons were 
awarded to Betty Evans and One 
Eyed Jack, pet photo; Cheryl 
McPherson and Casey, Aged to 
Perfection; Elaine Parrish Zoey, 
Puppy Love; Dave Bresett and 
Woody, Clever K-9 Tricks; Beth 
Konkus and Astro, Biggest Lap 
Dog; Susan Whay and Henry, 
Breeders Choice (dogs under 25 
pounds); and Denise Goodson 
and Willis, Breeders Choice (over 
25 pounds).

Also, Ashley Westbrook and 
Bella, All American Dogs (under 
25 pounds); Scott Hafling and 
Andy, All American Dogs (over 

Dog Gone successful Dog Show

Alyson Sisson and Penny display their show smiles. (Photos 
by Joan McBride)

Two-year-old Rusty, the only 
Dogue de Bordeaux entry, 
has those same roguish good 
looks as Hooch in the Tom 
Hanks movie some years 
back, according to owner 
Lyman Kelley.

25 pounds); Holly Covington 
and Snickers, Best Tail Wag-
ging; Joanne Eudy and Shaker, 
Fluffiest Tail; Daphne Forrester 
and Harley, Mighty Mites; Arch 
Kingsley and Linus, Longest 
Ears; Ursula Murch and Pippa, A 
Pooch to Smooch; Beth Konkus 
and Bleu, Most Spots; Joanne 
Eudy and Shaker, Prettiest Eyes; 
Norma Arnett and Chopper, Best 
Beggar; and Kristen Whay and 
Ruby, Owner and Pooch Look-
a-Like.

Harvell noted the Animal Wel-
fare League thanks the commu-
nity for supporting the show and 
especially show founders, Adrian 
and Brenda Hooper, master of 
ceremony Bill Goss, the Rappa-
hannock Record and at Dream 
Fields, Robin Blake.

Harvell thanked Betty and 
Dave Evans for their ongoing 
support and Dudley and Peggy 
Patteson of Hope and Glory Inn 
for donating a cocktail cruise for 
two aboard Faded Glory, Captain 
Ted Curtis of Gypsy Charters 
for donating a cocktail cruise for 
four aboard the Gypsy and Mr. 
and Mrs. James Patton IV for 
donating four football tickets to 
the University of Virginia/Con-
necticut homecoming game. 

The league awarded these prizes 
at their 2007 raffle fund-raiser. 
Harvell also thanked Carried 
Away Cuisine for the gift certifi-
cate awarded to the first-place pet 
photo contest winner.

She also thanked Barbour 
Printing Services Inc. GeekLab, 
Roxy Moubray of Kilmarnock 
Lettering Co., Picture Me, Joyce 
Page of Shirley Perkins Memo-
rial Fund for Animals,  Joanne 
K. Roos, Johnny and Faith 
Kemp, Ann Meekins Realtor, 
LTD, Susan Munro of Steam-
boat Framing, Capt. Charles M. 
Smith, Dr. and Mrs. Claude C. 
Coleman, Doraldo Ristorante 
Italiano, Bobby and Helga Dun-
away, Michael Moylan, Dr. and 
Mrs. Michael Sherwood, Joe 
Hudnall of Noblett’s, Inc., WIGO, 
WKWI, WRAR, WNNT, Sue 
Anne Bangel for the Therapy 
Dog Recognition demonstration, 
Ms. Johns for the great refresh-
ments. 

Harvell also thanked dog show 
book sponsors, event judges and 
volunteers.

“On behalf of our membership 
and the animals it serves, thank 
you all for making this fund-rais-
ing event a big success,” said Har-
vell.


