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Service Providers
Josephine’s House and Pet Sitting, Tess Dumais,

Northumberland and Lancaster, Bonded, 
580-0446

Bay Paws, Melissa Donoff, Pet Sitting, 
Middlesex, Bonded and Insured, 758-4449

Jessie’s Critter Care, Jessie Rose,
Lancaster, 435-6044

Ethan Brent Enterprises,
Northumberland and Lancaster, 436-2600

Mary Go Round, Mary Maiden, House/Pet Sitting, 
Lancaster and Northumberland, 435-3892

One Source Property Management, Scotty Jones,  
Northumberland and Lancaster,
Bonded and Insured, 435-1888

Patty MacCargar, House Sitting, 435-1485

Pampered Home and Pet, 436-9208

Consider it Done, 436-1325

Whether they are heading off 
on a cruise or out of town for 
the weekend, many people turn 
to pet sitters to watch over their 
furry friends and their property 
while they are away. 

Pet sitters are an alternative to 
kenneling a pet, and allows ani-
mals to remain in the comfort 
and security of their homes and 
to maintain their customary exer-
cise routine. 

Most pet sitters provide day-
time visits one to three times 
a day, as needed. Others will 
stay overnight. The service some-
times includes bringing in the 
mail and watering plants. 

Most day visits last between 30 
and 45 minutes and cost between 
$10 and $20 per visit. Overnight 
visits cost more. 

Pet sitters will generally feed, 
water, medicate, exercise and 
brush the animals during their 
visit, and will make the trip as 
many times a day as necessary, 
since older dogs and puppies 
sometimes need a potty break in 
the middle of the day. 

Pet sitters should be booked 
at least a week in advance and 
sooner during busy holiday sea-
sons, although many are able to 
accommodate last minute reser-
vations during others times of 
the year. 

Tess Dumais’ bread and 
butter is the pet sitting portion 
of her business, Josephine’s 

House and Pet Sitting. 
The highlight of pet sitting, 

especially for her regular cli-
ents, is “being recognized by the 
animals,” Dumais said. “I enjoy 
the time with them. I especially 
enjoy brushing them, if they’ll 
let me. It’s a good way to bond.”

Jessie Rose began pet sitting 
four years ago by helping out 
friend Todd Booth. Soon she had 
a clientele of her own and a small 
business called Jessie’s Critter 
Care. 

She works at the Kilmarnock 
animal hospital and gets most of 
her referrals from there.  A stu-
dent at Rappahannock Commu-
nity College, she hopes to earn 
her degree in zoology someday. 

Rose’s business is strictly ani-
mals, but she has taken care of 
all sorts, a moluccan cockatoo 
being one of her favorites. 

Melissa Donoff worked for a 
pet sitting company in Richmond 
before starting Bay Paws last 
August. 

Offering “individualized” pet 
care, she works to follow a pet’s 
normal routine to minimize the 
stress on them while their family 
is absent. 

The biggest challenge in her 
business, Donoff said, is leaving 
the animals at the end of the 
visit.

“They are just so happy to 
have somebody to play with,” 
she said.

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
Leslie and Kendall Jones watch over one of 

the Northern Neck’s most famous properties. 
They are caretakers of Ditchley, the Jessie Ball 
duPont estate. 

Once part of Cobbs Hall, the original house 
was built in 1686 by Hancock Lee, but burned. 
The properties were split between brothers, 
and Kendall Lee built Ditchley in 1752. The 
house passed down to the duPonts through the 
intermarriage of the Lees and the Balls.

Kendall is a direct descendant of  Kendall 
Lee. 

Maintained bya trust, the estate is shared 
among select members of the duPont clan. 
The Joneses and their two sons Casey, 14, 
and Sean, 7, live in the caretaker’s house. 
Together, they are responsible for cutting the 
grass, cultivating the gardens, trimming the 
boxwoods and the trees and maintaining the 
drive, as well as getting the main house ready 
for family members when they come to visit. 

“We make sure everything is running right,” 
Leslie said, noting that the trust ultimately 
makes decisions on when to fix and replace 
things around the house.

Members of the trust visit once a year to 
look over the house and report back to the 
board on anything that needs attention. 

The Joneses were living in Northern Vir-
ginia. Kendall grew up around the Northern 
Neck and the couple decided to make the move 
to a quieter life.  

They moved to the area about five years 
ago and soon after inherited the caretaking 
position from Kendall’s sister Sally Stetson 
and her husband, Mick, who were the estate’s 
caretakers the previous decade. The Stetson’s 
took the coveted position over from Mick’s 
dad.

Taking care of the historic property isn’t 
as glamorous as it may sound, however. The 
entire property consists of some 330 acres. 
The Joneses are responsible for about 30 acres 
of that. 

Both Kendall and Leslie have full-time jobs 
and taking care of the property can mean 
doing a lot of work at the end of an already 
exhausting day. 

But the reward is living on a property where 
“there is so much history,” Leslie said. 

“It’s a fascinating house,” she added. 
As a resident of the property she is well 

acquainted with the details of the land, which 
visitors may never notice. For instance, some 
of the trees on the property are more than 300 
years old. 

They get to live by the water on an estate 
with plenty of room for the boys to play out-
side.

Leslie said she also enjoys meeting members 
of the family that stay in the main house. 

“They have so many memories of the 
house,” Leslie said. “When you are in there 
you think about all the generations who have 
been through here.”

Ditchley

Caring for a landmark
is a rewarding labor

What about the dog?

the fall and winter when snowbirds 
escape on vacation and weekend-
ers come down less often. 

Most homeowners seem to 
find help by word-of-mouth, 

but a growing number of busi-
nesses, like Dumais’, are begin-
ning to advertise and structure 
their services. 

The most important thing 

for absentee homeowners is 
to make certain somebody is 
keeping an eye on thier invest-
ment, whether it’s a neighbor, 
a friend or hired help.

(from the previous page)Caretakers and house sitters . . . .
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Fleetwood is a stately period home on deep water with creek and bay views. 
Renovations were completed in ’04 and ’05. It contains over 4600 sq. ft. with 
large rooms and 10-11 ft. ceilings. Included is a covered boat lift, a patio over-
looking the water and mature landscaping. $1,250,000. Bay and River Real 
Estate, Mathews

“The Keep” (above) is on the Rappahannock River near White Stone. The classic 
brick home was designed by Stephen S. Fuller, one the country’s foremost resi-
dential designers, and built by Walker Homes of the Northern Neck. The interior 
offers many inventive features and offers majestic views of the river. $997,500. 
Bay Meadows Real Estate, White Stone. 

On Indian Creek off the Chesapeake Bay, panoramic views are available from 
nearly every room in the 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath, one-story home. It is situated on 
1.71 private acres and includes an attached garage and carport plus a detached 
two-car garage with offi ce and workroom, open decks, a screened porch and a 
pier with boat lifts. $750,000. CD Vest and Company Inc. Deltaville.

Overlooking the Chesapeake Bay, this 3,800 sq. ft. home offers spectacular water 
views from every room. $849,000. Bay Properties, Mathews. 

Special Properties in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Area REALTORS represent hundreds of properties on the waterfront and inland.  Pictured here are a few
of the ‘special’ properties now on the market, distinguished by their location. size, history or other factors.

Not pictured is a priceless asset of each, the ‘quality of life’ renown in this regioun of Virginia.
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Kaleda, this circa 1934 French provincial waterfront estate, is situated on 79 
acres with 1,000 feet on the Ware River at Mobjack Bay and the southern Ches-
apeake Bay. The 5,112 sq. ft. manor home with slate roof features a curved 
staircase, high ceilings, four bedrooms, four fi replaces, heart pine paneling and 
random width pegged walnut fl oors. Additional amenities include a pool, tennis 
court, garage/apartment, barnyard, numerous outbuildings and a pier with 6 feet 
water depth. $2,975,000. Frank Hardy, Inc., Realtors, Deltaville.

Marlbank, circa 1766, is an historic brick Georgian residence with approxi-
mately 1,500 ft. of waterfront just off the Chesapeake Bay. The manor house has 
high ceilings, six fi replaces, antique chandeliers and original wide pine fl oors. 
Other features include a 19 ft. dining room with a 7 ft. gilded antique wall mirror, 
a country kitchen with an original cooking fi replace and a full English basement. 
Dependencies include a period barn, corn crib and other outbuildings. Ancient 
trees including a massive cedar “garden” in the encircling driveway enhance the 
15-acre site. $2,300,000. IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate Ltd., Urbanna.

At Fleeton Point in Northumberland County is this spacious retreat designed for 
casual waterfront living and panoramic views of the Chesapeake Bay. There are 
custom details in room after room, hardwood fl oors, custom cabinetry, ceramic 
tiles and fi xtures, many cozy corners and extensive decking and porches. The 
boathouse, modeled after an early Bay lighthouse, includes a boat lift below. 
$1,400,000. Jim & Pat Carter Real Estate Inc., White Stone. 

This 4,217 sq. ft. home is on 2.97 acres along Jackson Creek in the heart of 
Deltaville, Middlesex County. It features three bedrooms, 2.5 baths, a deck and 
screened porch, in-ground pool and two piers. The detached two-car garage 
includes a two-level guest house and the boathouse features four slips, a deck 
and gazebo. $1,300,000. Long & Foster Realtors, White Stone.

Special Properties in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

On 86 acres near Warner in Middlesex County is this two-story Colonial with 
random-width heart pine fl oors and four fi replaces. It has redwood siding, a 
cedar roof, a 2 1⁄2-car heated garage and board-fenced pastures. $825,000. 
Mason Realty, Saluda.
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This home in LaGrange Creek Estates, Middlesex County, has a wide water view 
and community access to a boat ramp off the Rappahannock River. The two-
bedroom, two-bath brick and redwood main home has a living room with fi re-
place, eat-in kitchen with cherry cabinets, a wood stove and attached garage 
with walk-up storage above. The property also features a one-bedroom, one-bath 
guest house with a large screened porch. $299,900. Michael Marketing Inc., 
Saluda.

Almost surrounded by water is this 2002 home in the Fleeton area of Northum-
berland County. The site is protected by a rip-rapped shoreline and has a pier 
location on the creek side of the point. It’s the perfect place to play on the 
beaches, canoe, kayak, fi sh and crab. $749,000. River Town Properties, Kilmar-
nock.

Located on John’s Creek near the Merry Point Ferry in Lancaster County, this 
3,500 sq. ft. home is on a 1.53-acre site. It features three bedrooms, two baths, 
a fi replace, dock and extensive decking. The custom kitchen includes a com-
mercial grade Wolf gas stove and a total of eight burners. $495,000. Area Real 
Estate Associates, Kilmarnock.

Special Properties in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Located where the Rappahannock and Corrotoman Rivers meet, the name of this 
estate, “WATAVUE,” says it all. The residence is on 3.64 (+/-) landscaped acres 
and includes four bedrooms and three and a half baths. Other features include a 
two bedroom /one bath guest house and an in-ground pool. $1,595,000. Select 
Properties, Irvington.

Coming Soon!
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Aerial Photography
For realtors, homeowners, commercial sites

Reasonable rates

cm@merrickinc.com  •  804-435-7650

Allison’s Awnings
• Increase energy efficiency through shading
• Inexpensively add space to your exterior with
  beautiful and colorful Sunbrella fabrics
• Protect you from the elements when you want
  to enjoy your deck
• Add elegance and definition to your home

Call Joey for your free estimate!

Sunbrella is a registered
trademark of Glen Raven, Inc.

Allison’s ACE Hardware
“Good Ol’ Fashioned Service for Over 31 Years”“Good Ol’ Fashioned Service for Over 31 Years”“Good Ol’ Fashioned Service for Over 31 Years”“Good Ol’ Fashioned Service for Over 31 Years”“Good Ol’ Fashioned Service for Over 31 Years”

3010 Northumberland Hwy., Lottsburg, VA
804-529-7578     or     800-457-7578

www.allisonsacehardware.com

White Stone Event Center
Local landmark converted into a plush event center that 
fulfi lls all of your party hosting and event planning needs.

• We welcome any type of event, from Weddings to Meeting Planning.
• Accommodates 200 Guests for a sit-down meal with banquet tables.
• Accommodates 176 Guests for a sit-down meal with round tables.
• Large Stage for live musical entertainment or a disc jockey.
• Restaurant-style kitchen handles all of your catering requirements.
• Three professional conference rooms fulfi ll your business needs.
• Our facilities are used for a wide variety of occasions and events.

www.WhiteStoneEventCenter.com

Miller McCann International, LLC
606 Chesapeake Drive
White Stone, VA 22578

Fax: 804.435.6664
Email: Decor001@aol.com

Whatever your event planning needs are, 
we are here

to ensure that your occasion goes 
smoothly for you.

Call Craig Miller for available dates:
804.435.2300

With hot summer weather just 
around the corner, now is the time to 
give your home a “check-up.” Here 
are six tips from the Comfort Insti-
tute to make sure your air condition-
ing bills don’t blow your cool!

• Have your duct system tested 
for air leaks. Many assume that win-
dows and doors are the major cause 
of a home’s energy wasting air leaks. 
But according to recent research by 
the Department of Energy (DOE), 
gaps, joints and disconnections in 
the typical home’s duct system are 
much more signifi cant. The DOE 
states that the typical duct system 
loses 25 to 40 percent of the energy 
put out by the central heat pump or 
air conditioner. Authorities recom-
mend having an AC contractor test 
for leaks and then seal them with 
a brushed on fi ber-reinforced elas-
tomeric sealant. Duct tape usually 
dries out and fails. It turns out duct 
tape is great for many things, but 
sealing ducts isn’t one of them!

• Ask your AC contractor to per-
form an Infi ltrometer “blower door” 
test. The blower door is a computer-
ized instrument originally invented 
by the Department of Energy. It pin-
points where your home’s worst air 
leaks are, such as duct leaks, and 
also measures how leaky the over-
all house is. Many homes have 
signifi cant air leaks into the attic: 

hot dusty air often gets drawn in 
through recessed can lights and pull 
down stairs. New sealing products 
are available to fi x these signifi cant 
leaks. Many AC contractors offer an 
Infi ltrometer test as part of a “Whole 
House Health & Comfort Checkup” 
that also checks insulation levels and 
overall duct performance.

• Close your fi replace damper. 
Did you remember to close it last 
time you used the fi replace? Shut it 
now or waste precious cool air all 
summer long.

• Replace your air conditioner 
or heat pump air fi lter. Most sys-
tems need this done every month 
to ensure safe and effi cient opera-
tion. Keep forgetting to do it? Ask 
your AC contractor for information 
on an extended surface area whole 
house air fi lter that only needs to be 
replaced once a year. It also does 
a far better job of keeping your 
equipment and the air in your home 
clean.

• Have your air conditioner 
cleaned and tuned. A pre-season tune 
up is a great investment. It reduces 
the chances of breakdowns in the 
middle of summer and more than 
pays for itself through more energy 
effi cient operation. Make sure the 
AC contractor cleans both the indoor 
and outdoor heat transfer coils, and 
checks refrigerant gas charge by 

measuring “superheat” or “subcool-
ing.”

• Consider replacing your old air 
conditioner or heat pump. Just like 
a car, central cooling equipment 
doesn’t last forever. Is your system 
more than 12 years old? Planning 
to stay in your home more than a 
few years? Many authorities recom-
mend replacing it before it fails per-
manently. A new system improves 
comfort, is more dependable and 
creates less air pollution. New units 
are up to twice as energy effi cient, 
which saves money on your monthly 
electric bills.

However, government and utility 
research has found that over 90% 
of newly installed high effi ciency 
systems have energy wasting mis-
takes. Do some homework before 
talking to contractors. For more 
information, visit <energystar.gov> 
and <comfortinstitute.org>. Print out 
the free Comfort Institute reports 
“Tips and Secrets to Buying a New 
Heating and Cooling System” and 
“How to Identify a Good Heating 
and Cooling Contractor.”

Tips to slash your cooling bills
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SCOTT G. GUAY
ABR, SHS, e-PRO

804-435-4309
scott@nnkhomes.com

www.NorthernNeckHomeOnline.com

Jarvis Creek
Custom-built ranch
3 BR, 2.5 BA, den
3,200± square feet

26x26 detached

Bay Gates
Executive Retreat

$775,000
Just off the

Chesapeake Bay

Jewel of the Northern Neck
Coan Harbour Estates

Custom built 4 BR, 3.5 BA
3700± sq. ft.

3 car attached garage
First floor Master suite

Spectacular View
220± ft. sheltered w/f.

110± ft. pier. 7.5’± MLW
Minutes to the Potomac

River & Chesapeake Bay
$950,000

studio/office
Gracious waterfront living

Call for details

Home Decor • Tabletop • Garden
Gifts • Vintage & New

Come and sit for a spell

“the little purple house in White Stone”

329 Chesapeake Dr.

436-1984

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10-5 p.m.
or by appointment

www.pennylaneantiques.com

866-593-2200
www.nnsbva.com

A recent Census Bureau report 
(the American Community 
Survey), shows less than 0.03 per-
cent of American households use 
solar energy to heat their homes.

Using electricity has become a 
pressing problem for those who 
live in California, where it is the 
fuel of choice, as it is in Florida, 
Texas, South Carolina, Arizona and 
Tennessee. Among those states, 
California, Florida and Texas have 
the highest concentration of homes 
using electricity for heat in the 
nation -- 35 percent of the coun-
try’s households.

Why is it important to know 
how much and what kind of fuel is 
being used where?

“Annual data from the Amer-
ican Community Survey should 
improve how energy offi cials and 
local utility companies plan for 
seasonal peaks in fuel consump-
tion,” said Census Bureau Director 

Louis Kincannon. “Utility compa-
nies will be able to use these and 
other Census Bureau data to fore-
cast the need for additional power 
facilities and utility networks.”

Gas was the fuel of choice for 
mot of the rest of the nation where 
home heating can sometimes be 
a matter of life and death, with 
62 million homes (57 percent) of 
homes in the United States using 
utility, bottled, tank or LP gas. Fuel 
oil and kerosene were used by 8.6 
percent, mostly in northern states. 
(CNS)

THE HEAT IS ON

Brass Polishing
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g
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The greatest people who ever lived...
Wise. Reliable. Sensible.

You know the words that describe our
parents’ generation. At the risk

of bragging, some folks use
 those words to describe

Crowther Heating & Air Conditioning.

For 50 years, we have been providing
total indoor comfort for residents of
the Northern Neck and Middle Penin-

Kilmarnock  •  Gloucester  •  West Point  •  Tappahannock

Toll Free 1-800-323-7478
www.chac-hvac.com

Established
1954

sula. We are committed to quality and outstanding ser vice
for all your HV AC needs.

Call Us Today.

by Harriet Schechter
Copley News Service

Running a household is like 
running a small business. There 
are all those endless office 
tasks: dealing with incoming 
and outgoing mail, especially 
bills and correspondence; 
making phone calls and taking 
messages; budgeting, banking 
and other financial procedures; 
and, of course, filing.

Having an efficient yet com-
fortable home office in which 
to handle these chores can help 
keep your home organized.

If you think there isn’t 
enough room in your home to 
devote exclusively to an office, 
consider these options:

1. All you really need in 
terms of space for a bare-bones, 
low-tech office setup is a work 
surface (it doesn’t have to be a 

desk) and something in which 
to store files (it needn’t be a file 
cabinet). There are even clev-
erly designed hideaway office 
armoires (available at retailers 

such as Crate & Barrel). They 
open up to provide a desktop, 
file drawers and cubbies for 
supplies, and they can be kept 
closed when not in use.

2. You can create a portable 
home office setup with inex-
pensive products such as Rub-
bermaid’s file boxes (available 
at most discount office supply 
retailers), which have handles 
for easy carrying. When they 
are not in use, you can tuck 
them away under a kitchen 
counter, for example. They can 
be used in conjunction with 
the kitchen or dining room 
table, which in many homes 
are the most popular places to 
do paperwork.

3. If you have a spare room 
that’s known as the “guest 
room,” consider whether you 
have guests often enough to 
justify that designation. You 
may be better off setting up the 
space for your office headquar-

ters. (For the occasional guest, 
consider having a sofa bed or 
keeping an inflatable bed on 
hand.)

No matter what size it is or 
where you locate it, an effec-
tive home office requires a few 
key elements:

• Good lighting -- an adjust-
able desk lamp is helpful.

• Comfortable chair -- on 
casters, if possible.

• Adequate work surface -- at 
a comfortable height.

• Accessible storage systems 
-- for filing, reference materi-
als and supplies.

• Wastebasket -- you should 
be able to reach it without 
stretching.

• Clock -- within sight.
• Calendar.
When setting up your home 

office, choosing the right fur-
nishings and equipment can 
help you avoid common prob-
lems such as:

• Work surfaces that are too 
small, too large, too high or too 
low -- these often get buried 
in clutter because it becomes 
easier to dump things on them 
than to work at them.

• Filing cabinets with draw-
ers that stick or drag instead of 
gliding open, or they only open 
halfway -- guaranteed to help 
create piles of paper because 
it’s easier to put stuff on them 
than put stuff in them.

• High-tech systems that cost 
a bundle but that may be too 
complex for your household’s 
needs -- these end up creating 
frustration as well as clutter.

(Harriet Schechter is founder 
of The Miracle Worker Orga-
nizing Service and author of 
three books, including “Let Go 
of Clutter.”

Her online advice column 
is at www.miracleorganizing. 
com. E-mail her at hs@ 
organizedwoman.com.)

Organization is key to a well-
run home offi ce. CNS Illustra-
tion by Jacie Landeros.

SETTING UP HEADQUARTERS
Effi cient offi ce space can be home’s mission control

Whether self-employed or an 
employee, if folks use a portion of 
their home for business purposes, 
they may be able to take a home 
offi ce deduction, IRS spokeswoman 
Gloria Wajciechowski said. 

Certain expenses can be dedcu-
ated if the home offi ce is the princi-
pal place where a trade or business 
is conducted or where folks meet 
and deal with clients or patients in 
the course of their business. If  a 
separate structure not attached to 
the home is for an exclusive and 
regular part of the business, related 
expenses can be deducted.

“Your home offi ce will qualify as 
your principal place of business if 
you use it exclusively and regularly 
for the administrative or manage-
ment activities associated with your 
trade or business,” Wajciechowski 
advised.

“There must also be no other 
fi xed place where you conduct sub-
stantial administrative or manage-
ment activities,” she continued. “If 
you use both your home and other 
locations regularly in your business, 
you must determine which location 
is your principal place of business, 
based on the relative importance 
of the activities performed at each 
location. If the relative importance 
factor doesn’t determine your prin-
cipal place of business, you can also 
consider the time spent at each loca-
tion.”

If an employee, there are addi-
tional requirements to meet. Folks 
cannot take the home offi ce deduc-

tion unless the business use of the 
home is for the convenience of the 
employer. Also, deductions can’t 
be claimed for space leased to an 
employer.

Generally, the amount one can 
deduct depends on the percent-
age of the home used for busi-
ness. A deduction will be limited 
if gross income from the busi-
ness is less than the total business 
expenses.

“Expenses that you can deduct 
for business use of the home 
may include the business portion 
of real estate taxes, mortgage 
interest, rent, utilities, insurance, 
depreciation, painting and repairs,” 
Wajciechowski said. “You may not 
deduct expenses for lawn care or 
those related only to rooms not used 
for business.”

There are special rules for quali-
fi ed daycare providers and for per-
sons storing business inventory or 
product samples.

Those who are self-employed, 
should use Form 8829 to fi gure 
home offi ce deductions and report 
those deductions on line 30 of 
Schedule C, Form 1040. Employees 
can use the worksheet in Pub. 587 
to fi gure their allowable expenses 
and claim them as a miscellaneous 
itemized deduction on Schedule A, 
Form 1040.

For more information, see Pub-
lication 587, Business Use of Your 
Home. IRS publications and forms 
are available at www.irs.gov, or by 
calling 1-800-829-3676.

A home-based offi ce may 
qualify for tax deductions
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Too COOL To Tell Your Friends About,

But Please Do!

One North Morris Street

RICHMOND
Phone: 804.254.5665

246 Virginia Street

URBANNA
Phone: 804.758.9100

Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

by Larry S. Chowning
One of the historic bookends 

of the Town of Urbanna, the 
66-acre plantation of Hewick, 
was recently sold for $775,000 
to Jack and Connie Wilkins of 
Virginia Beach. 

The Wilkinses plan to make 
Hewick their summer home, 
said IsaBell K. Horsley who 
was the realtor involved in 
the sale of the old plantation 
home. 

Urbanna is situated between 
the historic plantations of Rose-
gill, originally owned by the 
Wormeley family, and Hewick, 
originally owned by the Robin-
son family that immigrated to 
Virginia in 1666.

An 11th generation descen-
dant of the Robinsons, Helen 
Battleson has owned Hewick 
since 1987, and through restora-
tion and archeological digs has 
brought life back to the grounds 
and to the 17th century two-
story plantation manor house, 
which has served as a bed-and-
breakfast in recent years.

The Honorable Christopher 
Robinson, Esq., who was a 
member of the House of Bur-
gesses, President of the King’s 
Council, and Secretary to the 
Foreign Plantations in 1692, 
built Hewick 326 years ago.

Christopher Robinson was 
an original trustee of the Col-
lege of William and Mary and 
the brother of the Right Rev. 
John Robinson, the Bishop of 
London. Robinson was also 
made clerk of Middlesex 

Historic plantation passes to new owners

Hewick Plantation House

County in 1675 and its coroner 
in 1686. He died in 1693.

Christopher II, Robinson’s 
son, was also noteworthy. He 
was appointed Naval Officer 
of the Rappahannock River. He 
was also a member of the House 
of Burgesses and appointed 
by Governor Spotswood as a 
member of the Knight of the 
Golden Horseshoe.

Christopher Robinson III was 
a member of the House of Bur-
gesses and he was the last male 
Robinson to own Hewick.

After Colonial times, Hewick 
was home to several notewor-
thy Middlesex people. Some of 
those who lived there were Dr. 
William (Capt. Billy) Chris-
tian, a renowned captain in the 
Confederate Army and local 

physician; Dr. Richard Allen 
Christian, town physician and 
long-time circuit rider who 
served Hermitage Baptist 
Church, Glebe Landing Baptist, 
Clarks Neck Baptist (Saluda 
Baptist) and Zoar Baptist in 
Deltaville; and Judge Joseph 
Christian, president of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals in 
the state of Virginia, who 

offered the first opinion on a 
divorce case in Virginia.

William Wilson married 
Nannie Huntingson, whose 
mother was born at Hewick. He 
was Post Master General of the 
United States under the admin-
istration of President Grover 
Cleveland. He was also pres-
ident of Washington and Lee 
College in Lexington.

• Man u fac tur ing
• Sales
• Installation
• Repairs

Call 758-1099
Urbanna, Va.

www.eastcoastboatlifts.com
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Tickets for the fifth annual 
Just Gardens tour are on sale. 
The tour is May 13 and 14 in 
Northumberland County. Seven 
gardens will be featured.

Tickets are $12 in advance 
or $15 on tour days. Tickets 
may be purchased at Green-
point Nursery in Kilmarnock, 
Kemper Nursery in Farnham, 
Mary Young’s Herbs in Hague, 
The Dandelion in Irvington and 
Wildest Dreams in Burgess. 
Tickets may also be purchased 
in advance by sending a SASE 
(legal size) with check payable 
to The Haven to P.O. Box 429, 
Irvington, VA 22480.

Fleeton Fields near Fleeton is  
on Big Fleets Pond overlook-
ing the Chesapeake Bay. The 
four-acre property is divided 
into garden rooms which are 
semi-formal in design. Origi-
nally planted in the late 1940s, 
the gardens have been expanded 
and are continually renewed.

Hosta share space with herbs, 
daylilies and azaleas. A “blue 
room” connects to a “yellow 
room” which leads to a “rose 
room” where over 50 varieties 
of hybrid tea roses are grown. 

The Old Rectory, a seven-acre 
property, features a pine forest, 
meadow, marsh, pond and front-
age on Cockrell’s Creek. A nat-
ural pond area teeming with 
birds continues to be improved 
to enhance the view without dis-
turbing the wildlife. A former 
smokehouse serves as a potting 

Tickets are available for Just Gardens tour

The Lindsey GardenThe Little House Garden

The Muller Garden

shed on the edge of the vegeta-
ble garden. Daffodils, peonies, 
daylilies and Japanese maples 
are a few of the highlights.

A swimming pool has gar-
dens on all sides. From culi-
nary herbs to ‘Endless Summer’ 
hydrangeas, the carea sports 
sun-loving plants as well as 
shade tolerant varieties.

The Little HouseGarden  built 
in 1941 is also in Fleeton. 
Through a garden gate and past 
a picket fence with climbing 
roses, visitors ascend a garden 
path lined with old fashioned 
flowers. An abundant variety 
of colorful annuals interplanted 
with perennials, visually links 
two picturesque outbuildings 
on the property.

Plants have been carefully 
chosen for texture and color. A 
waist-high raised bed is used 
for growing herbs and vegeta-
bles. 

Sloop Point Gardens over-
looking the Little Wicomico 
River is an American Hemero-
callis Society Display Garden. 
Begun 17 years ago when most 
of the land surrounding the 
house was being farmed, the 
owners started with a modest 
strip garden to accommodate 
hybridized daylilies.

Today, over 800 different cul-
tivars of daylilies and 100 dif-
ferent hosta are grown in more 
than 40 individual gardens. 
Towering oak trees provide a 
shade canopy for rhododendron, 
azalea and camellia. Hellebore, 
herbaceous peonies, crocosmia, 
gardenia radicans and hydran-
gea are interplanted to provide 
texture and contrast. Daylilies 
blend it all together. A riverside 
garden leads to a wisteria-cov-
ered deck.

The Muller property features 
tall grasses providing a nauti-
cal look along a driveway to 
the 17-acre site at Glebe Point 
Harbor in Burgess. A stand of 
350 pines along the main road 
keeps this serene landscape a 
secret. An 800-foot fence that 
has been incorporated into the 
landscape, surrounds a lush 
pool area that is the focal point 
of this magnificent property.

Rain gardens along the fence 

have been planted with wei-
gela, spirea, itea, hibiscus and 
cardinal flower. These gardens 
are fed by the runoff from the 
raised pool area. Juniper ‘paci-
ficum,’ planted in 1996, now 
creates a solid green carpet 
surrounding a section of the 
pool area. A summer growing 
banana, a shade garden, old 
white oaks, a shiitake farm and 
manicured woods are also fea-
tured.

Lindsey Garden on Towles 
Creek east of Wicomico Church 
features a split-rail fence. The 

Lindseys began the transfor-
mation process from farmland 
to garden in 1997. Seen as an 
evolving design, this full-sun 
property reflects the owners’ 
increasing knowledge of plants, 
local conditions and gardening 
styles.

An arbor covered in roses 
and Carolina jasmine blooms in 
the spring. A vegetable garden 
surrounded by a picket fence 
contains raised beds and gravel 
paths. The “tall garden” fea-
tures castor oil trees, swamp 
sunflower, giant miscanthus and 

asters. A series of curved beds 
planted with low maintenance 
in mind, divide the gardens 
into discreet areas and chang-
ing vistas. 

Olsen Garden is a 21-acre 
arboretum, reflective of the 
owners’ interest and passion for 
perennials, trees and shrubs. 
Begun in 1988, the landscape 
that continues to be created is 
compatible with, complements, 
and helps conserve the sur-
rounding natural areas. Many 
species of native American 
plants help to achieve this over-
all effect.

The hub is an area bounded 
by a crescent-shaped driveway. 
Beds of oakleaf hydrangea, 
azalea, viburnum, redbud, chi-
onanthus, fothergilla, itea, 
dogwood and spiraea are inter-
woven with an assortment of 
groundcovers.  Carefree drifts 
of aster, rudbeckia, ornamental 
grasses, and sedum weave along 
the Barrett Creek waterfront. 

The Just Gardens tour ben-
efits The Haven Shelter and 
Services. All gardens are open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both 
days. 

Coming Soon!
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HOMEOWNERS
AND

REALTORS

Call King’s Cleaning Services
for guaranteed mold remediation.
(804) 529-7697  •  (800) 828-4398

Homes with clean, fresh carpets,
sell faster and

for more money.

©2003 Andersen Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

Patio doors take a lot of
punishment — before long,
they can be a major source
of home energy loss. If your

patio door has taken all it can handle, give us a call. We'll replace it
with an Andersen® patio door. They come in hundreds of sizes and
styles and every one of them will save energy and look great doing it. 

A Beautiful Way 
To Save Energy. 

LO N G  L I V E  T H E  H O M E™

Y O U R  I M P R I N T  H E R E
Type Dealer Name Here

River Bay Building & Consulting
602 Pine Dr.,  Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Jason Selph
Owner/Builder Phone/Fax: 804.435.9174

Bank of Northumberland, Inc.

“The Bank of Personal Service”

6958 Northumberland Hwy.

Heathsville
(804) 580-3621

110 Northumberland Hwy.

Callao
(804) 529-6158

14953 Northumberland Hwy.

Burgess
(804) 453-7003

437 N. Main Street

Kilmarnock
(804) 435-2850

That’s Not Just Our Motto
It’s The Way We Do Business

www.bankofnorthumberland.net

Member FDIC Member Federal Reserve System

Our Kilmarnock Office has extended Lobby Hours
Monday-Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Friday:  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.     Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

����������	����������	
Bay Area’s Largest Bay Area’s Largest 

Winndom Mattress SelectionWinndom Mattress Selection
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CUSTOM COMFORT CUSTOM COMFORT 
MATTRESSES BY WINNMATTRESSES BY WINN

Custom Built & Odd SizesCustom Built & Odd Sizes
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MILL-END
carpet shop & ware house

Covering Virginia’s Middle 
Peninsula & Northern Neck 

Large Selection–Beautifully Installed

Carpeting • Area Rugs  
Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Flooring 

Luxury Vinyl Tile 
 Hardwood Flooring • Laminates

Bus. 776-6611 • Fax 776-7621

Toll Free (888) 863-7675
Rt. 33 • Hartfi eld

Visit our website: www.mill-end.com
hours: Mon.–Fri. 9–5 • Sat. 9–12

Remnant 
Rolls

Area 
Rugs

Carpet & 
Flooring 
Samples

Southern Electronics, Inc.
Custom Installation

TV Wiring, Telephone Wiring, Network Wiring, Telephone
Systems, Central Vacuum, Whole House Audio,

Home Theater, Consultation,
Sales, and Service

402 North Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

804.436.0300
secustominstall@verizon.net

CHIP HUDNALL
CUSTOM BUILDING

P.O. BOX 88
WICOMICO CHURCH, VA 22579
chcb@crosslink.net

804-580-2415
FAX: 804-580-2447

by P.J. Perea
Copley News Service

Contemporary, energy-effi -
cient, spacious and low-mainte-
nance -- words used to describe 
most traditional new homes. 
When most people think of log 
homes, these same words don’t 
usually come to mind. Percep-
tions of log homes are far dif-
ferent from the reality of modern 
log homes.

“I think that more than a few 
people hear the words ‘log home’ 
and immediately think about the 
log cabin where Abraham Lin-
coln lived,” says Libby Miller of 
Wolf Creek Log Homes.

Thanks to technological and 
engineering developments, the 
log home has evolved far beyond 
the old-fashioned, chilly, cramped 
and high-maintenance log cabins 
of the frontier era.

Jeff Fore, of Sangamon Valley 
(Ill.) Log Homes, elaborates on 
the changes the industry has seen 
recently:

“The problems that previous 
log-home owners encountered 
happened when the industry was 
young and working out many 
bugs in design,” he says. “For 
example, the sealants used in 
older homes were just the best 
material they had for the time 
period. They were not designed 
for the natural processes that logs 
experience over the years.

“The sealants did not allow for 
the expansion and settling of the 
logs, which meant the homeown-
ers were constantly maintaining 
the structure. Today’s homes have 
technologically better materials 
that work with the design and 
species of logs; and the logs are 
designed and treated to last much 
longer and prevent UV fading, 
mildew, insects and rot. Mainte-
nance is no more than a regular 
wood or brick home.”

Fore also says modern log 
homes can be designed with the 
same fl exibility and options seen 
in many contemporary homes.

 “The only limits are the hom-

eowner’s imagination,” Miller 
says. “Designs range from the 
rustic hunting cabin to the most 
modern of homes that encompass 
3,000 to 4,000 square feet.”

With more than 350 log home 
companies across the country, 
both Miller and Fore emphasize 
the need for homeowners to do 
their homework before deciding 
to commit to owning a log home. 
There are endless combinations 
of design styles and wood spe-
cies that are used in log home 
construction.

“Prospective homeowners 
sometimes are surprised to fi nd 
that log homes cost just as much 
or even a little more than the tradi-
tionally built home,” says Miller. 
“Prospective homeowners need 
to fi gure out what design they 
want and fi nd out if the builder 
can realistically meet their expec-
tations.

“A suggestion for many cus-
tomers is to visit a log home open 
house, meet with the owners and 
learn the ins and outs of owning 
a log home. It’s an education pro-
cess.”

The expense comes mostly 
from features associated with 
building log homes -- a stone 
fi replace, cathedral ceilings, cov-
ered porches and wood fl ooring 
-- things you wouldn’t normally 
fi nd in a wood-frame house unless 
you paid extra for it.

Miller and Fore both live in 
log homes and enjoy their abodes 
immensely.

“I’ve lived in my log home for 
more than 18 years and I’m in 
the process of building the 70th 
log home,” Fore says. “Log-home 
ownership has become a very 
popular option in recent years.”

Log homes have a lot to offer, 
thanks to advances in design and 
technology.

“There’s nothing like the cozy 
warmth and feel of a log home,” 
Miller says.

To fi nd a log home man-
ufacturer or dealer, visit 
www.loghomes.com.

RUSTIC REVIVAL
The popularity of log 
homes is really on a roll
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INTEREST ONLY
HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT
as low as . . .

5.50%APR*

• Flexible Terms

• Fast Approval

• Convenient Hours

• Pay your interest only

Customer Service: 1-800-296-6246
www.cffc.com

Citizens and Farmers Bank
WEST POINT Main Office--(804) 843-2360 • WEST POINT 14th Street--(804) 843-2708

NEWPORT NEWS–CITY CENTER--(757) 596-4775 • NORGE--(757) 564-8114 • MECHANICSVILLE--(804) 569-9776
MIDLOTHIAN--(804) 378-0332 • PROVIDENCE FORGE--(804) 966-2264 • QUINTON--(804) 932-4283

SALUDA--(804) 758-3641 • SANDSTON--(804) 737-7005 • VARINA--(804) 795-7000 • RICHMOND--(804) 290-0402
WILLIAMSBURG Olde Towne & Longhill Roads--(757) 565-0593 • WILLIAMSBURG Jamestown Road--(757) 220-3293

M E M B E R

*Annual Percentage Rate. This offer is for credit lines of $ 7,500 to $100,000  with a loan-to-value (LTV) ratio of  90% or less that 
are not in default. Prime rate as of 2/18/05 as indexed in the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate is 5.50%. The annual percentage rate
is variable, may change after consummation and is a maximum of  18% APR. A minimum beacon score of 700 is required. This 
offer is subject to change without notice. Normal credit approval criteria apply. Other terms and rates are available. A C&F
checking account is required.

Middlesex Offi ce 
Rt. 33 at Cooks Corner,  Saluda

(804) 758-3641 
www.cffc.com

White Stone
Inlet Creek off Chesapeake Bay

Beautiful views of Inlet Creek and Bay from this WF home. 4 BR, 4 BA, Eat-In
kit, Formal DR, Office, utility RM, Sunroom and more. 2 Car Detached gar.
has a 10’x27’ unfinished RM above. Approx. 9/10th AC fenced.   $500,000.

Two 2 AC WF parcels offered at $200,000 each

One 3 AC WF parcel at $175,000

One 3 AC off water parcel at $37,000

Aquia Realty, Inc.
P.O. BOX 201, 2101 JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY, STAFFORD, VIRGINIA 22555-0201

(540) 659-2192  /  (540) 659-7573 (FAX)

Kitchen Counter Tops
Vanity Tops, Bar & Table Tops

Fireplace Surrounds
Custom Inlay Work

Offering a wide selection of natural stone products

A.M.P.
(Atlantic Metal Products)

Granite & Marble
P.O. Box 10 • 36 Campbell Drive

Phone: (804) 758-3961 • Fax: (804) 758-3962
Showroom located at Rt.3 in Topping,  VA 23169

We are a full service fabrication and installation company.  For a 
free estimate call us today and we will come by to measure your 

project,or you can fax or bring by your drawings.  Please come by 
our showroom and let us help you on your way to enjoying the 

beauty of natural stone in your own home. 

Farm & Home Landscaping
A division of Farm Home Supply LLC

Seeding–Fertilizing–Mulching–Planting
General Landscape Services

Ask for Shawn

804-435-3177
Fully Insured

by Brenda Protz
Copley News Service

The current house is too small. 
The kids are getting older and need 
more space. Many families faced 
with these facts are torn by the idea 
of moving to a bigger house or 
remodeling their current home.

When making such a decision, 
several factors should be consid-
ered.

Jan Creasey of Creasey Construc-
tion in Springfi eld, Ill., said one of 
the fi rst questions he asks home-
owners is if they intend to sell their 
current home any time soon.

If they plan to sell, then he tries 
to advise them on the best moves 
to gain space or other conveniences 
they desire.

“If it’s something small or simple 
like fi nishing off a basement or redo-
ing a kitchen, that really wouldn’t 
have much bearing if you are going 
to move,” Creasey said. “Those are 
things that could add value to a 
house.”

But if it’s something more exten-
sive, Creasey thinks homeowners 
should take into account the idea of 
moving later.

“You need to know if you are 

going to be overbuilt for the area,” 
Creasey said.

Realtor Bonnie Wabner agrees.
“You need to know current sales 

of your particular area,” Wabner 
said. “And don’t make your home 
the most expensive in your area if 
you plan on selling.”

Wabner suggests having a market 
analysis done, which any licensed 
real estate agent can do, to get a 
good feel for the market in your 
area. That will tell you how much 
houses similar to yours are selling 
for. And it would help in deciding 
if adding on or selling is the better 
idea.

Wabner said that if major reno-
vations are made and a homeowner 
stays in the home for a while, 
eventually they could gain money 
back.

Creasey said that for many hom-
eowners, modern building ideas are 
what interest them. If that is the 
case, a new custom-built home or 
one that is just a new build might be 
the best idea.

“A 15-year-old home might give 
more space, but it won’t have the 
newer amenities like the master 
suite, the great room or the overall 
open fl oor-plan,” Creasey said.

Creasey’s 25-year-old business 
hasn’t seen any difference in the 
numbers of new builds or renova-
tions from previous years. But if 
people just want more space, they 
probably could get more for their 
money in a home that is already 
built, as opposed to buying a lot and 
building.

“A lot that might have cost 
$20,000 a year ago is now costing 
$40,000,” Creasey said. “So if a 
family wants a 2,000-square-foot 
home, they might want to buy some-
thing already built, rather than trying 
to fi nd a lot and build.”

Many families, however, listen to 
Creasey’s advice, but still decide 
that their current home is worth 
remodeling for several reasons.

“They will tell me that they like 
the location or maybe they live near 
the schools,” he said. “Or they like 
the fact that their current home is 
near family.

“And some just like that their cur-
rent yard has mature trees.”

Creasey said some families decide 
to make changes to their current 
home for emotional reasons: “Some 
just get attached to their homes -- 
it’s like another family member.”

YOUR MONEY’S WORTH
Weigh value of improvements before remodeling
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DELTAVILLE • 776-9281
www.ruarkrealty.com

Call for brochures on these and other properties.
Ed Ruark 776-9748  •  Hopson Murfee 776-8064 

Kathy Ward  776-9408 • Paul Seitz 776-9292

HARTFIELD- THE LANDING - Unique 2700- Sq.Ft. Log 
Home Overlooking the 8th Green. Walk-Out Basement, 
2 Fireplaces, membership available at Piankatank River 
Golf Club. Offered At....................................$399,000

HARTFIELD- THE LANDING - New Construction, 
3 bedrooms, 3 1/2 -baths, Lots of deck, Walk-Out 
Basement, Wooded Lot on the 8th tee. 
Offered At......................................................$429,500

KB Custom Landscaping Inc.
Landscape Center and Gift ShopLandscape Center and Gift Shop

(804) 758-1666

We are fully stockedWe are fully stocked to meet all your spring needs with 
mulches, Nutra-Green Compost and sifted topsoil

Also –Also – Building Stone, Flagstone, Wall Stone, 
Slate, Brown and Grey Stone 

AndAnd a number of bagged products 
including mulches, topsoil, peat moss, compost 

and an assortment of stone

All available for pick-up or delivery!

Spring and Summer Flags are Here!Spring and Summer Flags are Here!
Take 20% off all fl ags during the month of April

Also available in our Gift ShopAlso available in our Gift Shop
Garden Decor

Baby Gifts
Nautical Items

Candles

Accounts available
Located behind Hardees in Saluda

STANLEY PEST CONTROL
804-758-6600 or 1-800-723-1722

Full Service Pest Control, Moisture Control, 

Pre-Construction and Post-Construction Treatments 

Free inspections and Quotes!

Tired of Unwanted Pests?

Call Us!  No Pest Survives!!!

Serving King & Queen and surrounding areas

Jerry Stanley    Certifi ed Technician

WDI Letters

by Brenda Protz
Copley News Service

Have your children moved 
back home? Do you not have 
enough space in your house? 
Do your grandchildren need 
more places to play? If so, you 
are not alone. Today’s family 
dynamics have changed -- and 
with those changes many fami-
lies find they need more space.

One popular solution is to 
finish a basement that may have 
only been extra storage space 
before.

Basements today have grad-
uated from days of old when 
they were merely dark spaces 
where a water heater was con-
tained. They are now exten-
sions of the home and have 
many uses.

Ed Miller has been a residen-
tial remodeler for more than 17 
years. He says there is much to 
consider before starting a job. 
After deciding if your base-
ment is a dry one that won’t 
cause health problems due to 
mold growth, you then need to 
decide who will do the job.

 “You should get a reputable 
person to do the job. Get ref-
erences through word of mouth 
and find out if the person is 
a remodeler or a builder. And 
find out who is actually going 
to be doing the job.”

Miller stressed the latter 
because subcontracting work is 
a common practice. This isn’t a 
bad thing to do, but it’s impor-
tant to know if this will occur 
on your job. If it is, find out 
if the contractor will be on the 
job every day.

One of the most important 
things, in his opinion, is very 
rarely addressed by the home-
owner, says Miller.

“Most people never even ask 
if you are insured. They should 
ask for proof of insurance from 
the remodeler and anyone he is 
subcontracting out. If someone 
is working on your house and 
has an injury, the homeowner 
would be liable.”

   Some might disagree, but 
Miller also thinks that home-
owners should try to do some 
of the remodeling themselves.

   “It gives them a sense 
of accomplishment and more 
respect for the professionals,” 
he says.

   When Miller is hired for 
such work, he encourages hom-
eowners to take on the simple 
parts of the job, like painting, 
to help keep costs down.

   The most common uses for 

LOOK OUT BELOW
Set your remodeling sights south -- in the basement

basement areas are a family or 
recreation room, an office or 
bedroom space. And whether 
you do the work yourself or 
hire a professional, building 
codes will have to be adhered 
to, a construction permit will 
need to be obtained and a build-
ing inspector will need to sign 
off on the completed work.

Realtor Marggie Zimmerman 
has been selling homes for 
more than 25 years and says 
finished basements generally 
help the resale value of the 
home, but says that homeown-
ers need to keep a few things in 
mind.

“In smaller homes, finishing 
the basement will definitely 
help sell it. A lot just depends 
on the size of the home.”

Miller says a lot of the jobs 
he sees involves finishing part 
of the basement while still 
leaving an area unfinished for 

what he calls the “guy area,” or 
the area where the furnace and 
water heater might go.

Zimmerman added some 
other things to consider when 
determining the type of base-
ment you want to do.

“You should keep it in line 
with the rest of the homes in the 
neighborhood. You don’t want 
to do a cheap basement job in 
a higher-priced home and you 
don’t want to spend too much 
on a moderately priced home’s 
basement,” says Zimmerman.

Miller says when thinking 
of finishing a basement you 
should do it for the right rea-
sons.

“Traditionally, if you put a 
dollar into your house, you 
won’t get a dollar back. You 
should redo your basement for 
personal comfort or mainte-
nance reasons, not just for 
resale.”

Enjoy Spring, Rivah Style!

Call
The Rappahannock Record at 804-435-1701

or
The Southside Sentinel at 804-758-2328

to place your ad
in the Rivah!
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We understand how important your new kitchen is. Our 
talented Design Specialists can lead you to innovative 
solutions that refl ect your own distinct style. 

Fast Free Delivery • Free Estimates  
Wide Variety of Styles and Sizes

Expert Installation • Custom Countertops Available

Henley Lumber 
Do-It Center

Routes 3 & 33
Hartfi eld   

(804) 776-7777 

Henley Do-It-Best
Hardware

416 14th Street
West Point Station

(804) 843-9050

Ches-Bay Realty Inc.
Marguerithe Haasnoot, Owner/Broker

John Polson, Agent

10880 P. General Puller Hwy., Hartfi eld, Va. 23071 

LOCAL: (804) 776-6044 • (800) 443-4135
Fax: (804) 776-9782

www.ches-bay.org

Just Listed April 1st
Mariners Woods – Custom-built 
Cape Cod with 2,600± sq. ft. 
3BR, 2½ BA, hardwood fl oors, 
low-maintenance exterior on 3.8+ 
acres. Deeded Piankatank River 
access! Offered for $399,000

Chick Cove, Deltaville Area – 
Enjoy 1st-fl oor living in this 
3-BR, 2-BA Cape Cod. 2,444 
sq. ft., great for retirement or 
families. 1.72-acre lot in private 
waterfront community with 
amenities: pool, tennis courts, 
boat ramp and pier. 
Just reduced! $319,000

Piankatank River – Waterfront Cottage with Sandy Beach – 
Great vacation home, perfect for getaways. Garage, pier, gazebo, 
plus vacant lot. Offered at $369,000

Charming Cape Cod – Built 
in 1945 on 2.9 acres. 3 BR, 1 
BA with many improvements! 
Hardwood fl oors, new roof, 
remodeled kitchen, new windows, 
screened porch, fi replace. 
Includes shop/storefront and other 
outbuildings. Lots of possibilities. 
Offered for $229,000

Gifts for all occasions, Tableware, Gourmet Foods
& Coffee, Unique Jewelry & Specialty Gift Baskets

Serendipity Gifts
2151 Northumberland Hwy.

Lottsburg, Virginia
(next to Post Office)

804-529-7511

A Gift Shop for All SeasonsA Gift Shop for All Seasons

VINTAGE

438-5343

TRIM & MILLWORK

Fine Carpentry
Interior  ❖  Finish  ❖  Cabinetry

Garry Luckham
Irvington, VA

by Mike Ferrara
Spring will soon be upon us, 

and by the time the tulips start to 
peek out of the ground, the streets 
will soon be full of prospective 
home buyers. How do you make 
sure your property stands out 
above the rest? Here are a few 
ways you can update your home 
to make sure it shines to its full 
potential and help you receive 
the largest return on your invest-
ment.
Fresh paint

Fresh paint is the most cost-
effective and profi table improve-
ment you can make. Even if your 
home doesn’t need a new coat, 
painting the interior walls a neu-
tral color and the ceilings white 
can make rooms look bigger, 
brighter and cleaner. For around 
$20, you can give a tired and 
dingy looking room a complete 
makeover.
New fl ooring

New fl ooring will increase the 
market value of your home, while 
shabby fl oors can nix a sale. 
Instead of spending money on 
carpet or hardwood, try laminate. 
The new laminates imitate the 
look of expensive hardwood, but 
will never fade, scratch or dent. If 
you decide to install carpet, make 
sure to choose a neutral color.
New lights

Replace outdated light fi xtures. 
This inexpensive improvement 
can update old decor that might 
have discouraged buyers who 
don’t want to put any effort into a 
new home. If your existing light-
ing looks “fl at,” consider track 
lighting, which can give a room a 
dynamic fl air by spotlighting var-
ious areas.
Clean garage

A clean garage will help make 
a good fi rst impression to a buyer 
and shows that a home is in 
move-in condition. If you use 
your garage for storage, clean it 
out and rent a storage space. Paint 

Update your home for selling
the interior white and sweep the 
fl oor. If your garage is unfi nished, 
install wallboard or build storage 
shelves on the back wall.
Curb appeal

Attractive front and back yards 
boost the value of any property. 
Keep the lawn mowed and trim 
all shrubs to keep the yard look-
ing clean. Plant some trees if the 
yard is barren or add new fl ow-
ers to add color. A local nursery 
can help you fi nd the right types 
of plants for your lawn.

With very little effort, you can 
transform an average house into 
an above-average property that 
is sure to get second looks from 
potential buyers.

(Mike Ferrara is a former 
senior editor of Consumer Digest, 
Home Mechanix and Practical 
Homeowner magazines. He has 
been a regular on WCCO-AM’s 
“Home Talk” in Minneapolis and 
has appeared on more than 100 
local and national television news 
programs.)

Coming
Soon
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Chesapeake Bay Fleeton
Surrounded by water, this home
offers beach and dock area. 2 bed-
room, 2 bath plus guest room over
garage.The perfect spot!  $750,000

Painter Pointe/Chesapeake Bay
Henry’s Creek–Indian Creek

Outstanding location-new in 2001 4000 sq. ft. in
main residence, sunny and bright with wonder-
ful flow for entertaining. Charming studio over
Detached Garage, Gunite Pool. $1,500,000

Antipoison Ck./Chesapeake Bay
No detail has been forgotten in this inviting and
charming one story home located on an incred-
ible waterfront point. Waterviews abound. 3.99±
private acres.. $1,450,000

Carter Creek
Rappahannock River

Panoramic views of the creek and
river. 1.3± acres with dock, perennial
gardens. Charming cape-style home
impeccably decorated and main-
tained. $850,000

Carter Creek/Irvington
Southern exposure on one masterfully land-
scaped acre, fronting Carter’s Creek in Irving-
ton. Lightfilled home totally renovated made
for easy living and entertaining. Fabulous
gourmet kitchen, three bedrooms, five baths,
caterer’s kitchen, huge lower level. $1,495,000

Yeocomico River
Cherry Point

Magnificent 3.6±  acre estate with
beautiful views, lovely landscaping
and charming guest house.
$925,000

Chesapeake Bay/Henry’s Creek
Charming early 1900’s home won-
derfully restored. Attached studio
with lovely gardens. 13± acres with
over 500 feet of waterfrontage.
$825,000

Horse Farm
11.65± Acres with additional acreage
available. 3,132±  square feet. 5 bed-
rooms and 4 baths. 3 car garage with
guest quarters. Fenced pasture,  36x60
custom Lester Barn. $695,000

Golden Eagle
Lovely home on Golden Eagle Golf
Course. Great floor plan. 2 BR, 3.5
BA. 2nd level office/bath-great for
guests, with screened porch.
$363,000

Sloop Ck/Little Wicomico R.
New construction, 3 BR, 3 BA home
on creek with pier in place. Easy ac-
cess to the Little Wicomico and Ma-
rina.  $429,000

Crownings Ferry Rd.
Lancaster

Great family or retirement home on
1± acres. Large kitchen with lots of
cabinets. Convenient split bedroom
arrangement.  $119,900

SUBJECT

RiverTowne
Burgess

RiverTowne
Kilmarnock

RiverTowne
Urbanna

Rappahannock

Three Prime Locations

If You’re Looking for Waterfront Homes or
Lots, Farms or Inland Property in Virginia’s
Northern Neck or Middle Peninsula...

Carter Creek/Irvington
Delightful traditional home on
deepwater. Great views 4 bed-
room, 3.5 baths. Large waterside
porch. Detached office/studio.
$1,250,000

Barrett Creek/Pine Crest Acres
Custom 4 BR brick home. Large
kitchen and great room, plus formal
dining room and more! $575,000

KILMARNOCK OFFICE
276 North Main Street

804-435-2482
1-800-525-6405

BURGESS OFFICE
14824 Northumberland Hwy

804-453-4780
1-866-880-4780

URBANNA OFFICE
217 Virginia Street

804-758-3100
1-877-758-3101

www.rivertowne.com

7 days a week
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Fleeton Point ~ Chesapeake Bay
Spacious Home, Beautifully Decorated

Panoramic Views $1,400,000.

JIM & PAT CARTER REAL ESTATE, INC.
Brokers for Unique Waterfront Properties and Estates Since 1957

www.carter-realestate.com

WHITE STONE OFFICE  (804)-435-3131
IRVINGTON OFFICE (804)-438-6575

KILMARNOCK OFFICE (804) 435-9888

Bells Creek
Lovely Open Floor Plan, Gas Fireplace

48’ x 20’ Boathouse $679,000.

Carters Creek ~ Near Irvington
Waterfront & Golf Course Living

The Tides Inn Area $449,000.

Historic Village of Weems
Restored Victorian Charmer
Boat Slips Nearby $449,000.

Lawson Bay Farm ~ c.1835
Rappahannock River
7.7  Acres $1,325,000.

17th Tee ~ Indian Creek Estates
Spacious, Perfect for Entertaining

Custom Details $333,300.

Dymer Creek ~ Chesapeake Bay
Private Point with

Surrounding Water Views
Charming Early Home $1,200,000.

Owl Haven Farm ~ Yeocomico River
9 Acres, with over 80’ of Shoreline

Lovely Wide View $1,200,000.

Rappahannock River ~ Deltaville
Magnificent Views of the

Chesapeake Bay &
the Rappahannock $775,000.

Town of Kilmarnock
All Amenities of In-Town Living
Charming Cape Cod $169,000.




