■ Size: 87 square miles ■ Shoreline: 214 miles
■ Population: 19,200

Welcome to Mathews County
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Veterinary services: Mathews
Veterinary Services, Route 198,
Blakes. 725-4123.

History
Mathews County was an established shipbuilding center for the
Chesapeake Bay when it broke
away from Gloucester in 1791 to
become a separate county.
About that time, 12 sailing
ships over 20 tons each were built
in a single year in Mathews, which
the Chiskiake Indians had called
Werowocomico.
Between 1790 and 1820, approximately a third of the ships built
in Virginia came from Mathews.
The sharp, fast vessels, popularly
known as Baltimore Clippers, were
built throughout the Chesapeake
Bay region. Before the War of
1812, these fast ships were simply
known as “Virginia built.”
In 1801, Congress authorized
the building of a lighthouse at the
county’s southern tip, Point New
Comfort. The stone structure still
towers over the Bay today, though
the land has eroded from around
it.
From 1802 to 1844, Mathews
was an official port of entry for
the registration and enrollment of
ships. During this period, 10,000
vessels called at the “Port of East
River.” The customs house stood at
Williams Wharf (marker 13), which
was a center of maritime activity
until the steamers quit running in
the 1940s.
Cricket Hill, near Gwynn’s
Island, was the site of one of the
last naval engagements of the
Revolutionary War. In June 1776,
Continental forces bombarded the
British fleet and encampment on
Gwynn’s Island. Lord Dunsmore,
the last royal governor, was driven
from the colony, ending British
rule in Virginia.
When water was the highway,
boats were the standard means of
travel. The arrival of steamships
at Williams Wharf with cargo from
Norfolk, Newport News or Baltimore was a daily highlight.
World War II put most of the
steamboat lines out of business.
In 1942 the government requisitioned most of the bay and coastal
steamers for service in the war
effort.
Even before the war, faster
means of transportation and better
roads caused stiff competition for
the boats.
The last remaining steamboat
line, the Old Bay Line, stopped
its York River to Baltimore run in
1942. About 20 years later, the
Old Bay Line dropped passenger
service between Baltimore and
Norfolk.
The steamers stopped for good
in the spring of 1962.

Government
• County administrator Stephen
K. Whiteway, 725-7172. Most
county government offices are in
Mathews Courthouse at the intersection of Route 14 and 611. The
main mailing address is P. O. Box
839, Mathews, Va. 23109. Except
as noted, county office hours are
8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Monday–
Friday.
Other frequently called numbers

Recreation

Bring your own firewood and make camp at New Point Comfort beach in Mathews County.
are: animal warden, 725-7177; clerk
of circuit court, 725-2550; general
district court, 758-4312; landfill,
725-3000; parks and recreation,
725-7305 or 725-7171; wetlands
board secretary, 725-5025; zoning
administrator 725-4034.
Tax rates (per $100): Real
estate: $.51; personal property
(cars), $3.60; boats, $1.50; other
personal property, $2.14.

Chamber of Commerce
• Mathews County Chamber of
Commerce. 725-9029 or <mathewschamber.com>.
• The Mathews Visitor and
Information Center, on the corner
of Main and Church streets inside
Maggie’s Store near the historic
courthouse, is open Tuesday–Saturday, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 725-4bay
(4229) or <visitmathews.com>.

Services
The Gwynn’s Island Drawbridge
on Route 223 operates 24 hours a
day. Boats have priority over cars
and bridge operators will open the
bridge only when the crossing boat
is in sight. Boats should sound
a horn (one long and one short
blast) to alert operator. Bridge
operator will answer with a similar
siren sound. The bridge operator
may be called on VHF radio channel 13, CB radio channel 11, or by
phone at 725-2853. The maximum
width is 80' and there is a deep
channel (about 12') on the north
side of the bridge opening. Several
shoals in the area are marked with
day markers.
Special navigation notice:
Boaters should remember a navi-

gation quirk in Milford Haven and
Hills Bay which reverses the navigational markers‚ meaning boaters
traveling east towards the Bay are
considered to be going upriver and
red markers should be kept on to
the right through marker 12. At
marker 16, go back to standard
marker delineation.
Boaters traveling west and
entering Hole in the Wall and Milford Haven from the Bay should
use standard “red right returning”
through marker 16. Beginning at
marker 12, red should be kept to
the left.
Red markers should be kept to
the left through the narrows at the
bridge.
Trash disposal: The trash transfer station is on Route 14, two
miles west of Route 198. It is open
9 a.m.–7 p.m. Thursdays–Tuesdays;
closed Wednesdays. 725-2654 or
800-683-0922.
Recycling: The transfer station
accepts newspaper, glass, cardboard, aluminum, used motor oil,
antifreeze and numbers 1 and 2
plastics.
Day Care/baby-sitting: Day
care is provided for children ages
six weeks to 12 years by Westville Daycare on Main Street in
Mathews. Hours: 6 a.m.–6 p.m.
Monday–Friday. 725-7640.
Churches: About 28 churches
serve Mathews County. Rev. Wayuen
Moore of the Mathews Christian
Ministers Association will assist
persons in finding a local church.
725-2414.
ABC store: Main Street in
Mathews. Open 11 a.m.–6 p.m.
725-2100.

Mathews Recreation Park is
next to Mathews High School. It
has a softball field, a basketball
court, a playground and two tennis
courts with lights.
Public water access: Most of
the following public access areas
may be used for fishing, picnicking and swimming. Some uses
are restricted at certain access
points and some sites are bordered
closely by private property; please
avoid trespassing:
• Auburn Public Landing off
Route 620 is on the North River.
• Bayside at the end of Route
633 on Gwynn’s Island at the Bay
is a very small beach.
• Davis Creek Landing, with a
175-foot pier, is on Route 689 and
leads to Mobjack Bay. It is used by
local watermen.
• Doctor’s Creek Landing is at
Route 691 and the Bay.
• Route 645 at the Bay has a
beach and a portable boat may be
launched there. Please observe no
trespassing signs.
• Haven Beach on Route 643 at
the Bay has a beach and a portable
boat may be launched there.
• White’s Creek Public Landing
at Route 682 and the Bay is used
commercially now.
• Horn Harbor Landing is on
Route 698 at the Bay.
• Edwards Creek Public Dock on
Route 672 is used by local watermen.
• New Point Comfort Island at
the Bay is accessible only by boat
at high tide.
• New Point Comfort Observation Walkway is at the end of
Route 600 and offers a view of the
historic lighthouse.
• Winter Harbor Landing is at
Route 611 and Winter Harbor.
• Winter Harbor Haven is at
Route 608 and Winter Harbor.
• Warehouse Landing at Route
631 and Piankatank River.
• Piankatank River Landing on
Route 632, with beach.
• Roane’s Point Landing on
Route 630 accesses the Piankatank River.
continued on following page

Mathews
County
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Mathews . . . continued from previous page

Poker Run set YMCA, FBYC to hold sailing camp

• Rose’s Creek is at Route 662
and the Bay and is used by local
watermen.
• Williams Wharf Landing is a
public access facility for small
engineless watercraft such as
canoes, kayaks, rowing shells and
small sailboats. There are two
floating docks for easy launching of boats, and the facility also
offers opportunities to learn to row
for exercise or fun. At the end of

On August 20 CCA-Deltaville will hold its first annual
Croaker Poker Run. Participants
entering this event will visit, by
boat, five to seven tournamentsponsored boats placed around
the Rappahannock River. The
day will end with a banquet,
silent and live auctions, raffles
and a dance with live music. for
more information email <randy.
stephens@ge.com>.

Route 614 (Williams Wharf Road)
off of Route 14, two miles south
of Mathews Courthouse, it is open
daily during daylight hours. It’s
the training site of the Mathews
High School and Mobjack Rowing
Association crew teams. Call Mimi
Ulsaker at 693-5160 to schedule
lessons. Groups are encouraged
but individuals can be coached privately as well. Boats and coaches
are provided.

The Middlesex Family YMCA
will sponsor a sailing camp in
partnership with Fishing Bay
Yacht Club of Deltaville July 2527 and August 1-3 from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m.
The camp is for ages 8-14 and
the cost is $85 for members and
$100 for non-members.
Registration has started and
space is limited. Therefore, preregistration and payment are

required.
A completed physical form,
shot record, and birth certificate
are required at registration.
Call 776-8846 for more information.
August Rivah ad deadline is Wednesday,
July 20. Please contact Anita Minuth at
758-2328 for more information.
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The Nail Spa

Manicures • Pedicures • Acrylics
Paraffin Treatments • Air Brush Tans
644 Gloucester Road
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%NDLESS 3UMMER
Your tanning needs are our
priority. Period.
Staff is NTTI trained & certified
776 - UTAN
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No haircuts • No manicures
No movies • No smoking
Just tanning
We specialize in tanning &
that is all we do here at

The Spa at
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Massage Therapies ~ Facials
Body Treatments ~ Nail Care
Enjoy the Experience!
Open 7 days a week • 9am to 7pm
Call 438-4430
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RIVERSIDE

h,OCAL +NOWLEDGE 7ORKING &OR 9OUv
!SSISTING YOU WITH !LL 9OUR 2EAL %STATE NEEDS
0,%!3% #/.4!#4

Accents & Gifts

#!4(9 2/7%

   /2 CROWE

Fine Giftware & Home Accessories
Including Yankee candles
& Vera Bradley Designs

PLEASANTLIFECOM

Tappahannock, VA
804-443-6338

 )RVINGTON 2OAD )RVINGTON 6!
6ISIT OUR WEBSITE WWWPLEASANTLIFECOM

If you’re planning on building at
the Rivah this summer, then you
owe it to yourself to stop by the
models at Chesapeake Homes.

$ONT 2EPLACE2ESURFACE
7E #AN -AKE9OUR /LD &ORMICA
#OUNTERTOPS ,OOK ,IKE 'RANITE

..
...
...
.

#ALL US7ELL COME TO YOUR HOME
Tough, Durable Finish
AND SHOW ACTUAL SAMPLES AND GIVE
Costs Up to 80% less than Granite
YOU A &2%% ESTIMATE
Works on Fiberglass Tubs Too!
24 Designer Colors
Covers Unsightly Cracks & Stains
Complete in as Little as One Day!
Unsightly Laminate Seams Disappear
Custom Routed Edges Available
Cracks & Burns Repaired

       WWWCOUNTERTOPRESURFACINGCOM

&ROM A 3AILORS 3KETCHBOOK
Whether you are planning on building a cozy retreat
on the water or a small country cottage, we invite
you to visit our models in Lively for information.
With our ability to customize and our library of
existing plans, you will be able to find or develop a
plan that fits your needs.
But seeing is believing, so make plans to
stop by for a tour.

Model Homes located on Rt. 3, Lively, VA
Phone: 804-462-7706
Toll Free: 1-877-785-7706
Email: cheshomes@rivnet.net • Website: www.ches-homes.com

Low Tide, Passing Schooner

Yves Parent, ASMA

"!9 #/5.429 345$)/3
IN IRVINGTON:
IN BURGESS:
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy. 3413 Irvington Road
In the Blue Building
At the sign of the paintbrush!
Corner Rte. 200 & 646
Route 200 & 360
Tues.–Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2
Tues.–Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-4

(804) 453-3201

(804) 438-9010

MEMBER: PROFESSIONAL PICTURE FRAMERS ASSN.
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NCE A BUSTLING COLONIAL PORT 
.OW A HARBORTOWN BIG WITH CHARM AND
SURPRISES
7ALK THE STREETS WHERE FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS STOP
TO CHAT AND WHERE KIDS STILL RIDE THEIR BIKES
AFTER SCHOOL
$ISCOVER IMAGINATIVE SHOPS WITH TRENDY
DESIGNER LABELS AND WHERE SHOPKEEPERS
KNOW EVERYONE BY NAME
$INE WATERSIDE LISTENING TO JAZZ OR UNDER THE
PALMS #ARIBBEAN STYLE +ICK BACK FOR BOSS
BARBECUE OR LICK A TALL ICE CREAM CONE /RDER
A HEAPING SEAFOOD PLATTER OR SETTLE DOWN FOR
PIZZA AND BEER 5RBANNAS RESTAURANTS SATISFY
MANY TASTES  FROM HOME STYLE TO GOURMET
)N -AY THE ART WORLD SHAKES UP THE TOWN
WITH THE !RT ON 4HE (ALF 3HELL FESTIVAL OF ART
ENTERTAINMENT AND GOOD FOOD
$URING SUMMER CITY FOLKS mOCK TO THE
2IVAH FOR lSHING AND BOATING AND 5RBANNA
HOSTS AN OLD FASHIONED TH OF *ULY COMPLETE
WITH FOOD MUSIC A BOAT PARADE AND 
OF COURSE lREWORKS
)N THE FALL THE /934%2 &%34)6!, TAKES OVER
THE TOWN WITH PARADES MUSIC THE 1UEENS
COURT AND OF COURSE OYSTERS SERVED UP IN EVERY
CONCEIVABLE WAY
4HE ANNUAL #HRISTMAS PARADE AND (OUSE
4OUR TOP OFF THE YEAR IN lNE FASHION *OLLY /LE
3T .ICK !,7!93 PAYS A VISIT

Urbanna  A TOWN THAT CAN CAPTURE
YOUR HEART  AND BRING YOU BACK AGAIN

5RBANNA
!NTIQUE -ALL
)F YOU HAVENT
SEEN US LATELY
9OU HAVENT SEEN US

  

0APETERIE

3TATIONERY )NVITATIONS  THE
#OOLEST #ARDS 9OULL %VER &IND

  

4HE 7ILD "UNCH
&LOWERS

3OMETHING $IFFERENT
#OUNTRY 3TORE

  

h(OME OF 'OOD 'OODSv
-ENS  7OMENS &ASHIONS
%ST 

(OME OF 4(% 6IRGINIA
SANDWICH "ODACIOUS "UTTS 
2IGHTEOUS 2IBS s #OFFEES
&INE #HEESES  7INES
 /LD 6A 3T

-ARSHALLS $RUG
(OME OF THE
&AMOUS -ILK 3HAKES

  
-OOS 2IVERS %DGE
%ATERY

WILL TAKE YOU ALL AROUND TOWN FOR ONLY ` PER RIDE

  

"RISTOWS 3TORE

  

4HE 0EARL 5RBANNAS TROLLEY

4HE 'ARDEN #LUB

5NIQUE 'ARDEN AND (OME
&URNITURE  "ELOW 2ETAIL

3TARBUCKS COFFEE s 3ANDWICHES
""1 s -OO $OGS
#RABCAKES s )CE CREAM

  

  

7E CAN NOW BE FOUND IN
0APETERIE ON 6IRGINIA 3T

#AFÏ -OJO

$ELECTABLE %ATS
)NTERNATIONAL &ARE
,OCAL 3EAFOOD
/UTDOOR $INING

  
+ATYBUGS

!ROMATHERAPY s 4EASs (ERBS
-ASSAGE 4HERAPY s 3PICES
(OME  'ARDEN

  
6IRGINIA 3TREET #AFÏ
'OOD (OME #OOKING
/PEN  $AYS A 7EEK
"REAKFAST ,UNCH  3UPPER

  

3HUCKERS
2ESTAURANT
AND 2AW "AR

"EST SEAFOOD ON THE
2APPAHANNOCK 3EE BARTENDER
2ICK FOR SUPER SPECIALS

  
#YNDYS "YNN OF COURSE
,ATEST &ASHIONS 'IFTS
$ECORATIVE (OME !CCESSORIES
 DISCOUNT WTHIS AD
TIL 

  
"OATHOUSE #AFÏ
5RBANNA

&INE $INING ON THE 7ATER
/PENING  AM
 DAYS A 7EEK

  
)NN AT
5RBANNA #REEK

S HOME IN THE HEART OF
5RBANNAS HISTORIC DISTRICT
3UITES  ROOMS s &ULL BREAKFAST

  
4OWN OF 5RBANNA

 #ROSS 3TREET /FlCE
6ISITOR )NFORMATION #ENTER
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Deltaville Heritage Day to feature variety of events

Ophelia parade due July 4th

The Deltaville Community
Association will host its annual
Deltaville Heritage Day on Saturday, July 2.
Events on the grounds of the
Deltaville Community Center
will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Radio station Surf 92.3 and
Windy 105 will be broadcasting
from the DCA grounds.
The events include:
• 9 a.m.— Pet Parade judged
by Kathy Wright and assisted by

An annual Ophelia community
Fourth of July parade hosted by
Afton United Methodist Church
will be held Monday, July 4, at
6 p.m. The parade will begin at

Thyra Harris and Theresa Linn.
• 9:45 a.m.— Children’s
Parade judged by Jackie Strebel
and assisted by Elizabeth Johnson, and followed by the U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary “Coastie” Boating Safety for Kids program.
• 11 a.m.— Crab Races judged
by Bob Walker and assisted by
Onna Grimm.
• 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.— Square
Dancers “The Stepping Stones”

White Stone
United Methodist Church
We invite you to come and worship with us. We
offer a 9:00 a.m. service from Memorial Day until
Labor Day, and an 11:00 a.m. service year round.

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
118 Methodist Church Road
White Stone, VA 22578 (804) 435-3555

Thinking of a change of scenery?

will perform in the Deltaville
Community Association main
building.
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.— In the
Deltaville Community Association main building there will be
a display of photos and memorabilia to honor the grand marshals
of this year’s parade, Garland
Robins and Nan Harrow. There
will also be an informative display of the “famous crab” caught
by Deltaville native David Johnson.
• 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.— Music by
the band “BluesCrab.”
• 1 p.m.— Parade on Route 33
begins at the Deltaville Rescue
Squad building. Participants
in the parade include the grand
marshals, Richmond ACCA
Shriners, Oyster Festival Queen
and Little Miss Spat, numerous floats by local businesses,
new and antique cars, and local
and visiting fire companies and
rescue units.
• 5 p.m.— Baseball begins at
Deltaville Ball Park as the Deltas
play the Tappahannock Tides.
The National Anthem will be
sung by Ashley Moore, a student
at James Madison University.
The first pitch will be thrown by
George Harris, the 2003 grand
marshal.
• 8 p.m.— The annual Deltaville Old Timers Baseball Game
will feature the area’s greats and
near-greats of yesteryear. George
Robinson, a member of Amburg
First Baptist, will sing “God
Bless America.”
• 9:15 p.m.— Fireworks display at the ballpark.
For more information, contact
Kris Scherrer at 776-7117 or
Nevin Ramsburg at 776-6216.
Irvington, Virginia

Cockrell’s Marine Railway and
ends at the church, where food will
be served.
To register for the parade, call
453-3689 by June 30.

BROOKVALE
MINI-STORAGE

Climate Control Units
Self Storage Units • Outside Storage For RV’s
and Boats Boxes and Packing Material

804-435-1209
SELF
STORAGE
ASSOCIATION

10436 Mary Ball Rd. (Rt. 3)
Lancaster, VA 22503

MEMBER

4 Miles West of Kilmarnock

1 - 8 0 0- 8 4 3 - 3 7 4 6

www.tidesinn.com

Try the Northern Neck...
Irvington, Weems, White Stone, Kilmarnock,
Wicomico Church, and beyond...
You will love it!

Waterfront
“Watavue” (photo above) $1,595,000
“Holly Point”
$895,000
20 Rudder Place
$524,500
Inland Properties
Shady Lane
$184,500

0LEASE #ALL 4%22) '2/(
 )RVINGTON 2OAD s )RVINGTON 6IRGINIA 

   s    EXT 
6ISIT WWWPLEASANTLIFECOM
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND PROPERTIES
TGROH PLEASANTLIFECOM

The Tides Inn is truly the pinnacle of Virginian hospitality.
Remodeled in a British Colonial motif, the Tides Inn offers the
attendant pleasures of a deluxe resort, yet in a more intimate
setting. Enjoy championship golf, delightful dining at four
distinctive restaurants, plus a full-service spa and marina,
all humbly at your service.
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Rivah Golf
Rivah Golf Courses

Lancaster
Chamber
event set

Following is a list of public golf
courses in Rivah Country.

Essex
Woodside Country Club. A ninehole course on Route 17 north of
Tappahannock. Pro shop. Snack
bar. 804-443-4060.
Hobbs Hole. An 18-hole course
located behind Wal-Mart on Routes
17 and 360 in Tappahannock. Pro
shop. Full service restaurant. 804443-4500.

Gloucester
Gloucester Country Club. A
9-hole course off Route 17 at
Gloucester Court House. Pro shop.
Snack bar. 804-693-2662.

Lancaster
The Golden Eagle. An 18-hole
course on Route 646 in Irvington.
Operated by The Tides resort. Pro
shop. Full service restaurant. 804438-4460.
The Tartan. An 18-hole course
on Route 646 in Irvington. Pro
shop. Restaurant. 804-438-6005.

Middlesex
Piankatank River Golf Club. An
18-hole course on Route 629 in
Hartfield. Pro shop. Full service
restaurant. 804-776-6516.

The Lancaster County Chamber of Commerce on August 3
will host its fourth annual premier golf event at the Tartan
Golf Course in Irvington, featuring various contests with great
prizes, numerous on-course beverage services and a delicious
reception menu.
The overall low-gross team will
be awarded the LCCC Trophy
and team member names will be
engraved on the trophy. Players
Hole #7 at Hobbs Hole Golf Course in Tapphannock is a tough par 3 protected by water in the also will receive awards for the
front and bunkers on each side of the green. Hobbs Hole is a “user-friendly” flat course with overall low-gross team and first
wide fairways and smooth, fast greens.
continued on following page

Middlesex High golf
tourney set for July 7

The fifth annual Middlesex
High School Golf Tournament
The Village Green. A 9-hole will be Thursday, July 7, at the
course on Route 360 in Callao. Pro Piankatank River Golf Club.
shop. Full service restaurant. 804- There will be a 1 p.m. shotgun
start.
529-6332.

Northumberland

Ouinton Oaks. An 18-hole course
on Route 600 in Callao. Pro shop.
Full service restaurant. 804-5295367.

Piankatank River
Golf Club

Miller’s Glen, formerly Bushfield. A 9-hole course on Route
711 at Mt. Holly. Pro shop. Restaurant. 804-472-2602.
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Open to The Public
(804) 776-6516

A session of the East River
Sailing Camp will be held at Williams Wharf in Mathews from
July 4-8.
Camp hours are 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.
Call the Mathews Family
YMCA at 725-1488 for more
information.
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Westmoreland

Mathews YMCA
plans sailing
camp July 4-8

The cost is $300 per team and
many prizes and gifts will be
awarded. For more information,
contact Mark White at MHS at
758-2132 or call the golf course
at 776-6516.
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The
Steamboat
Restaurant
(804) 776-6589
Both Located at

Memberships Available
Group Outings
Lessons
Clinics - Juniors’,
Ladies’ & Men’s

RT. 629,
HARTFIELD, VA

Call for Tee times up to 7 days in advance

Turn on 707
at Hartﬁeld P.O.
turn on 629

20 minutes North of Gloucester
10 Minutes from Norris Bridge

Open Every Day
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Dinner auction items include golf lessons

Chamber event . . . continued from previous page

To date, items totaling over
$60,000 have been donated for
the CAPINNE Dinner Auction
July 16 at Indian Creek Yacht
and Country Club near Kilmarnock.
The annual CAPINNE Dinner
Auction is the premier fund-raising event for the Northern Neck
Rotary Club.
Through the generosity of
the business community and
citizens, the “breakfast club” has
raised and returned well over
$300,000 to charitable organizations and support for the arts and
education.
Franklin Saye has again agreed
to provide an original painting
with custom framing by HangUps.
Among other items to be auctioned are golf lessons provided
by professional Donnie Nelson of
the Tartan Golf Course, a Yamaha
VX110 Sport Wave Runner personal watercraft with trailer provided by Whelan’s Marina and
Campground, a Catalina five
person hot tub provided by Pool
Side and a complete Minolta Golf pro Donnie Nelson provides instruction to Mick Micklem.
digital camera system and Epson Nelson has donated golf lessons to the upcoming CAPINNE
Photo ink jet printer donated by Dinner Auction.
Freeport Technologies.
To purchase tickets or to make
a donation, call Linda Morris at
435-4110.

and second low-net team in each
flight.
The LCCC golf tournament
offers prizes for the longest drive
for men and women, and closest
to the pin on all par 3’s.
As a continuing supporter of
the Chamber, McGinnis Buick
Chevrolet in Kilmarnock will
offer a new 2005 Chevrolet Silverado 4 x 4 for a hole-in-one
prize. The hole will be announced
at the tournament.
Registration will begin at
11 a.m. followed by a barbecue lunch and a shotgun start at
12:30 p.m. The format is a modified captain’s choice based on
best drive. USGA handicaps are
required for each player; handicaps will be used for flighting.
Following the tournament, a
cocktail reception will be held at
the Binnacle during which time
the awards and raffle prizes will
be awarded. The food for the
reception will once again be provided by St. Andrew’s Grill. The
menu consists of smoked salmon
with fresh dill sauce, mini crab
balls with champagne tartar
sauce, spicy peppered shrimp
with cocktail sauce, pork tender-

Middlesex
YMCA to host
summer camp
The
Middlesex
Family
YMCA will hold a summer
camp through August 19 from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with pre and
post camp hours from 7 a.m. to
6 p.m.
The camp will be divided
into ages 5-12, and ages 13-14
(teen camp).
The cost per two-week session is $135 for members and
a one-time registration fee of
$30; and $165 for non-members and a one-time $40 registration fee.
Registration has started and
space is limited. Therefore,
pre-registration and payment
are required.
Camp activities include
swimming, arts and crafts,
sports, songs, games, field
trips, nature exploration and
much more.
A completed physical form,
shot record and birth certificate
are required at registration.
For more information, pick
up a brochure at the YMCA
front desk or call 776-8846.

-", -ÊEÊ-", , Ê " -/,1 /"

loin with fresh rolls and sauces,
fresh vegetables and dip, assorted
cheeses and fruits, and desserts.
Jack Neal and David Nickel
of Neal & Nickel in Kilmarnock will provide a full open bar
during the reception.
The fee for a team, eight mulligans, dinner and a hole sponsorship is $540, and for a team
and eight mulligans and dinner
without the hole sponsorship is
$340. The individual entry with
two mulligans is $85, and hole
sponsorships are available for
$200 each.
Proceeds benefit Chamber
projects.
For an application, call 4356092 or email <info@lancasterva.
com>.

rivah remedies
Light colored clothing
is less attractive
than dark clothing
to biting insects.
It also makes it easier
to spot ticks.

The Tartan Golf Club
Located in the
Northern Neck
near
Historic Christ Church
633 St. Andrews Lane
Weems, Virginia
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semi-private

The Tartan Golf Club, rich in tradition, offers a
quality Golf Course with a relaxed atmosphere.

The Tartan Golf Shop
PGA Professional Staff

Lessons Available • Corporate Outings
New Membership Opportunities
Call for Tee Time and
membership information

>ÃÌÊ >ÃÌÊ >ÌÊvÌÊ i>iÀ

1ÀL>>
nä{®ÊÇxn£ä

New phone number 804.438.6005

St. Andrews Grille
Daily Specials • Great food • Tranquil Setting • Prompt Service

Lunch Served 10-4 daily • Closed Tuesdays
804.438.6009 • Open to the public
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‘Music by the River’ continues July 9
The next “Music by the River”
concert presented by the Friends
of Belle Isle State Park will feature “Katface” on Saturday, July
9, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the
park.
Families may bring a picnic
supper, soft drinks, and relax on
the banks of the Rappahannock
River. The only cost is a $3 parking fee.
Katface plays classic rock,
country, blues and original compositions. On July 23, the Friends
of Belle Isle will present the band
Willow Branch, which plays

3O MUCH TO OFFER   

bluegrass.
The Friends of Belle Isle is a
community support organization
that works to further the park’s
programs with volunteer activities. To raise funds, the group
is sponsoring a raffle of a handmade decorated toy box built
by chief ranger Mike Lambert.
Raffle tickets are available at all
Music by the River events. The
drawing will be held August 13
at the park.
For more about park activities
or to join the friends, call 4625030.
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Envious
Colorful

Historic clothing exhibit opens
The
Middlesex
County
Museum exhibit, “Dressed for
the Good Old Days: Clothing
from Middlesex County, 18501920” is open for the summer at
the museum in Saluda.
A special feature is the display
of Charles Bristow’s historic

horse-drawn hearse.
All garments on display were
worn by county citizens or their
family members in the Victorian
era.
The exhibit will continue
through the summer and into the
early fall.

'IFTS s &URNITURE s !NTIQUES
5757 Richmond Rd, Warsaw, VA 22572 • (804) 333-0581

Keep pets cool and watered on hot summer days.
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A VILLAGE STEEPED IN SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY AND RICH IN HISTORY
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Greenvale Creek Marina
Full Service Marina & Ship’s Store
“Save some green at Greenvale Creek Marina”
Fairweather Lane
4 Mi. S. of Lively, on Rte. 201
Ph.(804)462-0646 Fax (804)462-0647
www.greenvalecreekmarina.com

! 4RADITION OF
%XCELLENCE

MODEL HOMES OPEN FOR INSPECTION

462-7706

&ULL 3ERVICE 3ALON

HAIR MANICURES PEDICURES
WAXING EAR PIERCING

462-7600

1JBOP.BO

Lively, VA

(W) 462-7600 • (H) 758-4179
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,UNCH 3ERVED -ONDAY
&RIDAY
$INNER SERVED 4UESDAY 3ATURDAY

 

7INDOWS $IRECT
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TOLL FREE   

462-5131
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Lunch & Dinner Specials
462-5700
Tues.-Sat. 10 am-midnight
Mon. Open at 2 pm
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Grands • Spinets • Consoles
Now selling or renting
Digital Pianos
Moving Local or Distant





INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

AKE HOM
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JB’s Hair Care

Tues-Sat
(Wed. Nite is Men’s Nite!)

462-5638
166 Alfonso Rd.
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Gutsy gulls get along with people...
by Tom Chillemi
f there is a sound that defines the Rivah, it’s the distant highpitched call of the laughing gull—one of four gull species
common to the Chesapeake Bay.
Gulls are just about everywhere—even in some places we don’t
want them like on docks or boats.
Gulls are masters of adaptation, said avid birder Ned Brinkley
of Cape Charles. “They are probably the closest thing to us in the
bird world. That may be why people dislike them. It’s a difficult
thing when you criticize a bird for doing so well what you do so
well. We think they are invading our space, but they were already
here when we got here.”
The most common of these water birds is the laughing gull with
its black head and distinctive call.
Herring gulls are the second most prevalent gull. When mature,
at about four years, herring gulls are white and have a gray mantle
on their back. They are mottled when young.
They are followed by the great blacked-backed gull, largest gull
with a wingspan of more than five feet.
Ring-billed gulls leave the Bay in the spring to return to the
Great Lakes where they breed and return to the Tidewater area
in the late fall. They are seen feeding in plowed fields. They are
white with gray wing surfaces and a ring around their bill.
Gulls are “opportunistic feeders,” which “means they will eat
just about anything that can fit down their throats,” said Brinkley.
Most fishermen know that the sight of gulls “working the
water” means there are fish underneath. Gulls hover over water
when big fish stir up the little fish that move to the water’s surface
and become prey for gulls.
Gulls are omnivorous and they have the ability to pick berries on the
wing. “They do not have bills that can tear open prey like a hawk. Anything that they can out fly or out smart, they will eat,” said Brinkley.
On land, gulls also thrive where there is human activity. “One
reason gull populations are soaring is because our landfill technology doesn’t cover up the trash fast enough,” said Brinkley. “With
many birds that have large clutches, the better part of the young
die in the first winter because they are not able to forage for food
properly. But gulls are very smart and adaptable, and go straight
to the landfills and eat all our leftovers.”
Where the gulls’ natural habitat is disappearing in places, they
have learned to adapt. This spring, officials at the Hampton Roads
Bridge Tunnel had to resort to shooting gulls to reduce their num-

I
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like it or not
“We move into their habitat and then
we complain when they crap on our
boat. They’ve been living here for
tens of thousands of years. It astonishes me that people look at them
like they are from outer space. They
were here before we were and will
probably be here after we’re gone.”
—Ned Brinkley, birder

I want to fly where no seagull
has flown before. I want to
know what there is to know
about life!
– Jonathan, “Jonathan Livingston Seagull”

bers on the island next to the tunnel. The gull population had tripled there in recent years and gulls are blamed for accidents when
drivers swerve to avoid them on the roadway.
“We (humans) happen to be moving into more and more remote
areas and we consider birds an inconvenience, but they play a
vital role in the ecosystem by eating things that wash up on the
shore,” said Brinkley.
It’s also common to see laughing gulls feeding on bugs that are
crop pests, he noted. They are about the only bird that can eat the
larger-size grasshoppers.
Gulls also follow the tractors of farmers and snatch up bugs and
grubs that become exposed by the plow blades.
Gull populations are increasing. Laughing gulls didn’t used to
be abundant in New England, but have increased there.
The great black-backed gull, once known as a New England
bird, has spread as far south as Georgia, and now is seen even in
Colorado and the Great Lakes. They can be a serious predator of
other nesting birds. They stay in Rivah country year around.
There’s been an enormous boom in the gull population in the
20th century, which has put pressure on little birds such as terns,
Brinkley said. The gulls eat the chicks and they compete for space
on beaches. “It’s like having too many hawks; your ecosystem is
out of balance,” he explained.” In putting out what are essentially
feeding stations (landfills), we have allowed gulls to expand their
range far beyond whatever they would before.”
In some cases gulls inter-breed with other gulls out of their species to make hybrids, he said.
continued on page 47

A laughing gull squawks about its claim to the pole. (Photo by John Sharp)
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Facts about gulls
• Commonly called “seagulls” they are
more accurately referred to as “gulls.”
• Herring gulls can drink saltwater. They
drink freshwater when it is available, but
can also drink seawater. Special glands
over their eyes allow it to excrete the salt.
The salty excretion can be seen dripping
out of the gull’s nostrils and off the end
of its bill.
• Gulls will fly over roads and drop mollusks
to crack the shells so they can extract the
meat.
• The California gull is the state bird of Utah.
It got that honor because in 1848 it saved
the Mormon pioneer settlers from starving by eating the Rocky Mountain crickets
that had been destroying their crops.
• Laughing gulls, distinguished by their
black head, are known to steal fish from
young pelicans. Adult pelicans know how
to defend against these thieves.
• Scientists found that some adult gulls segregate themselves from juveniles.
• Ring-billed gulls have been known to
deliberately drop an object while flying,
so it can swoop down and catch it.
• Young ring-billed gulls, tested at only
two days of age, showed a preference for

magnetic bearings that would take them
in the right direction for their fall migration.
• Many, if not most, ring-billed gulls return to
breed at the colony where they hatched.
Once they have bred, they are likely to
return to the same breeding spot each
year, often nesting within a few meters of
the last year’s nest site. Many individual
gulls return to the same wintering sites
each winter too.
• The male and female laughing gull usually build their nest together. If a male
cannot find a mate, he may start building
a nest platform and then use it to attract
a female.
• The adult laughing gull removes eggshells from the nest after the eggs hatch.
If the shells are not removed, a piece can
become lodged on top of the slightly
smaller unhatched third egg and prevent
it from hatching.
• Some laughing gulls migrate as far as
South America, although many winter on
the Gulf Coast and South Atlantic.
More on all birds can be found at the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology website <birds.cornell.
edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/>.

“Scaregulls” will keep gulls off docks if they are often changed
or rearranged. Gulls are very adaptable and learn quickly that
stationary figures are not people. Gulls are protected by law
from being harmed.

Is there a way to keep gulls
off your boat or dock?
Unfortunately, gulls will adapt
to just about anything you will
do. “They are just using piers
for convenience, the same reason
you built it,” said avid birder Ned
Brinkley of Cape Charles.

Home Decor • Tabletop • Garden
Gifts • Vintage & New
An inviting fantasy with many treasures!

Come and sit for a spell . . .
329 Chesapeake Dr.

804-436-1984
www.pennylaneantiques.com

“the little purple house in White Stone”
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday by chance or by appointment

If you have a dog and a lot of
time you can discourage them,
he said. Dogs terrify them. They
don’t like small predators. “But
they are very smart and will keep
using the dock.”
A “scaregull,” such as the ones
above, work. But their position
must be changed fairly often or
gulls get used to it and know it’s
not a human.
All gulls in Virginia are protected and can’t be killed legally
without a federal permit.
This spring officials at the
Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel
wanted to reduce the number
of collisions caused by gulls
and got federal permission to
remove a number of laughing
gulls.

For most gulls, it is
not flying that matters, but eating.
For this gull,
though, it was not
eating that mattered, but flight.
– from “Jonathan
Livingston Seagull”

rivah remedies
Motion sick?
Take a box of ginger snaps
on the boat to settle
an upset stomach.
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continued from page 45

“They are very much like human beings, you
have all types,” said Brinkley. “Some shun landfills
and spend their winter offshore following trawlers
for whatever they can. Others stay at landfills.”
Gulls nest in marshes, beaches and islands. As
people build on the waterfront, the beaches sought by
the gulls are disappearing. “I think one reason we see
so many gulls on piers is there are so many of them
around and they need a place to land,” he said.
Gulls are globetrotters and will go halfway

around the world. In 1996 Brinkley discovered
a blacked tailed gull on the Chesapeake Bay
Bridge Tunnel. The gull, normally found in Japan,
attracted an estimated 4,000 birders who came to
see it over the next four or five winters.
“We move into their habitat and then we complain when they crap on our boat,” said Brinkley.
“They’ve been living here for tens of thousands of
years. It astonishes me that people look at them
like they are from outer space. They were here
before we were and will probably be here after
we’re gone.”

Gulls congregate on ice in the winter because it is near food and away from predators. Like
most birds that stay here in the winter, they have adapted to cold. They minimize the body area
exposed to cold by sitting down on their breasts and not exposing a lot of leg area to the air to
Freshly plowed earth is a buffet for gulls.
conserve heat.
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Fix your fiberglass boat and save
Do-it-yourselfers rejoice! After
living aboard sailboats for over
25 years, David and Zora Aiken
have put their heads together
and written about the use of
fiberglass techniques used in
boat repair. “Fiberglass Repair:
Polyester or Epoxy” is an easyto-follow, step-by-step, how-to
book on restoring damaged fiberglass. It encourages even novices
to experience the satisfaction that
comes with doing your own boat
repair, saving time and money,
and learning to be a more independent boat owner.
This handbook should be on
every vessel on every body of
water. The Aikens have learned
by modifying three sailboats, a
houseboat, and an assortment of
dinghies, made the mistakes, and
perfected the process. By following their recommendations, you
can gather your list of needed
materials, be confident you are

Camp signup
under way at
4-H Center
Registration is now open
for summer specialty camps
at Jamestown 4-H Center. The
center serves children ages 517 from 22 cities and counties.
Camping opportunities are open
to all youth, but space is limited.
Call the 4-H Center at (757) 2534931 for more information.
Jamestown 4-H Center Camps
include Cloverbud Weekend Camp
for ages 5-8 on August 12-14, and
Marine Science Weekend Camp
for ages 11-13 on August 19-21,
and Teen Adventure Camps for
ages 14-18 through August 12.

“shuckers”
delight

buying exactly what you need for
the job, and rest assured that the
steps you are taking will result in
work to be proud of—work that
will stand the test of time.
The Aikens have co-authored
four books on boating and outdoor recreation. David is a
member of American Society of
Marine Artists and has illustrated
11 books.
Calling Tidewater Publishers at 1-800-638-7641 or email
<mandrews@cmptp.com>
for
more information on the book.
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Call 1-800-828-4398
KINGʼS CLEANING SERVICES
FREE Inspections, Lab tests, and a 10 yr. warranty
Also commercial and residential air-duct cleaning

Advertise in the Rivah Visitor’s Guide! Call 758-2328 or 435-1701.

Our Service
Sets Us Apart.
Nobody offers better real estate service in
Virginia’s Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula
than Long & Foster’s Bay/River Office. Our Sales
Associates provide expert local service and offer
the convenience and ease of true one-stop
shopping for all of your real estate, mortgage,
title, insurance and relocation needs.
Whether you are looking to sell your
home, buy a vacation property, or find
the home of your dreams, call us today.
We’d love to be of service and show you
why Long & Foster is the #1 privatelyowned real estate company in America.

Long & Foster Bay/River
Serving the Eight Counties
Between the York and Potomac Rivers

1½ x ¾
14kt oyster shell

Golden Creations
642-14kt
Gloucester Point

387 Chesapeake Drive
White Stone, Virginia 22578
804-435-2673
1-877-435-2673 toll-free
bayriver@crosslink.com
www.chesapeakebay-river.com
www.longandfoster.com
®
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A BEAUTIFUL WAY OF LIFE
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Welcome to Gloucester County
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History
Exploration of what would
become Gloucester County began
soon after 1607 when Jamestown,
the first permanent English in the
new world, was started 25 miles to
its south.
Just as the Indians had their
villages along Gloucester’s creeks,
rivers and bays, many settlers built
their homes along these same
transportation routes.
From the Indians colonists
learned to grow tobacco, the
mainstay and cash crop of colonial
Virginia. But it was another Indian
staple, corn, that sustained early
settlers.
Gloucester County was formed
in 1651 from York County. It contained Kingston Parish, which
became Mathews County in 1791.
Gloucester was home to several
well-known persons. One of the
better known was Pocahontas,
daughter of Indian Chief Powhatan. According to legend, she
petitioned her father to spare the
life of English explorer Captain
John Smith, who was one of the
first white men to see the area in
the early 1600s.
In 1676 Nathaniel Bacon, irked
at the governor’s slow action, led a
force of planters against the Indians. Bacon’s Rebellion defeated
the Indians and then attempted to
make the governor reform colonial
policies. His army burned Jamestown and he briefly controlled the
colony before his death ended the
revolt.
Dr. Walter Reed, who, in 1900
proved yellow fever is transmitted
by mosquitoes and could be controlled by eliminating them, was
born at Belroi in 1851.
Lesser known is John Buckner,
who brought the first printing
press to Virginia.
World-renowned botanist John
Clayton was a clerk of the court.
Attorney
Thomas
Calhoun
Walker, the state’s first black collector of customs, was the only
black to hold statewide office in
the federal Works Project Administration.
Gloucester Point’s location at
the York River and the Chesapeake
Bay has held a strategic place in
history. Fortified during Bacon’s
Rebellion, Gloucester Point is just
across the York River from Yorktown, site of the British surrender
to end the American Revolution.
Originally called Tyndall’s Point,
named for an early mapmaker, it
was renamed Gloucester Towne and
was once the county seat until it
was moved 13 miles north during
the 1700s.
When Jamestown was burned by
Bacon in 1676, the Virginia Executive Council considered moving the
state capital to Tyndall’s Point, but
the motion was rejected by a 21 to
18 vote. Jamestown remained the
state capital until it was shifted to
Williamsburg.
In 1769, the new county
seat, Botetourt Towne (old town
Gloucester), was laid out. It was
named for Baron de Botetourt,
then governor of Virginia.

The Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) offers a wide variety of educational activities for
all ages. Above, youngsters get ready to have a “hands-on” experience of touching a horseshoe
crab. For more information, see <vims.edu/events/> or call 684-7000.
Today, visitors can find a classic
example of an early Virginia county
seat at the Gloucester Courthouse
Historic District on Main Street in
the business district.

Government
Many county offices are in the
Gloucester County Courts and Office
Building on Main Street (Route 17
business), Gloucester. Hours: 8
a.m.–4:30 p.m. 693-4042.
Other frequently called numbers
are: animal warden, 693-5290;
clerk of the circuit court, 6932502; general district court, 6934860; solid waste transfer station,
693-5109; parks and recreation,
693-2355; water and sewer service
emergencies, 693-3890; mosquito
control, 693-5250; zoning administrator, 693-4041. <gloucesterva.
info>.
2004 tax rates (per $100): Real
estate, $.95; personal property,
including cars, trucks and boats
(under 5 tons), $4.00; boats over
5 tons, $1.00.

Chamber of Commerce
• Gloucester Chamber of Commerce, Coca-Cola Building, Main
St. Gloucester, Va. 23601. Hours:
9 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Mon.–Fri. 6932425.
• The Gloucester Visitor Center
is in the Roane Building (1896) on
the Historic Court Circle on Business Route 17. The visitor’s center
and gift shop are open Monday–
Saturday, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. and
Sunday, 1–4 p.m., and by appointment for groups. Also open during
operating hours is the Colonial
Courthouse and the Clayton Building, which was a clerk’s office in
the early 1800s. 693-3215 or <visitgloucesterva.info>.

Services

ABC stores: Main Street near the
courthouse in Gloucester, open 11
a.m.–9 p.m. Mon.–Sat., 693-3973.
Hayes in the York River Crossing Shopping Center just north
of Gloucester Point on Route 17,
open 11 a.m.–9 p.m. Mon.–Sat.,
642-9084.
Churches:
Call
693-3821
for information on Gloucester
churches.
Day Care: Gloucester Learning Center, for children ages 6
weeks through 12 years. Gloucester Courthouse, 693-4000; Hayes,
642-2000.
Recycling: The convenience
centers accept the following for
recycling: newspapers, household
papers, corrugated cardboard, glass
bottles and jars, plastic bottles (#1
and #2), metal food and beverage cans, aluminum foil products,
paint cans and metal aerosol cans,
and used motor oil. Call Gloucester
Clean Community at 693-5370 or
the landfill at 693-5109.
Towing: Auto Towing Specialists, Hayes. 642-6623.
Trash disposal: Gloucester has
five convenience centers to accept
solid waste and recyclables from
residents. Hours: Monday–Friday 8
a.m.–7 p.m. and Saturday 7 a.m.–7
p.m. The landfill is on Route 17
north of Adner and is open Monday–
Friday, 6:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m., and
Saturday 7 a.m.–2 p.m. Call 6935480 or the landfill at 693-5109.
Veterinary Services: Abingdon
Animal Clinic, Route 17 and 1311,
Hayes. 642-2181. Animal Care of
Gloucester, 7102 Hayes Shopping
Court, in Farm Fresh Shopping
Center, Hayes, Route 17, Gloucester Point. 642-5740. Gloucester
Veterinary Hospital Ltd., Route 17,
a mile south of the courthouse.
693-3030. Sandy Creek Kennels
(boarding, grooming and in-home

pet care), call 888-266-3084
for pickup and delivery. Tails of
Gloucester Pet Sitting, 694-0804.
Emergency Veterinary.
Clinic (nights, weekends and
holidays only), Route 17 at Oyster
Point Road, Tabb. (757) 874-8115.

Recreation
The Gloucester Department
of Parks and Recreation has 25
public parks or water access areas.
A brochure is available by calling
the office at 693-2355.
Water access:
Two of Gloucester’s public boat
landings have picnic areas. They
are Cappahosic, on Route 618 at
the York River, and Deep Point on
Route 606 at the Piankatank River.
Cappahosic, in addition, has seasonal restrooms.
The following locations have
boat landings and fishing areas.
They include: Cedar Bush/Olivers on
Route 633 at the York River, Cherry
continued on following page

Gloucester
County
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Gloucester . . . continued from previous page

Urbanna to celebrate July 4th at the waterfront

Point on Route 641 at the Severn
River, Glass Point, on Route 656
at the Severn River, John’s Point
on Route 629 at the Severn River,
Millers on Route 612 at the Poropotank River, Paynes on Route 630 at
Wilson Creek, Severn on Route 649
at Mojack Bay, Warehouse on Route
621 at the Ware River, and Gloucester Point Beach on Route 1208 at
the York River, which has fishing, a
boat landing and restrooms.
Athletic fields: All of Gloucester‚s public schools have open play
areas. Abingdon Elementary on
Route 1308 at Wicomico has play
equipment. Achilles Elementary on

Urbanna’s
newly
rebuilt
Upton’s Point Marina will have
its grand re-opening on Monday,
July 4, with music, food, a boat
parade and fireworks.
The fun at the town’s waterfront
on Urbanna Creek starts at 5 p.m.
There will be a children’s activities tent staffed by the contestants
of the Oyster Festival Queen and
Little Miss Spat competition.
The dunking booth will be
operated by the Urbanna Pool
lifeguards who will also be selling
snow cones to raise money for the

Route 216 at Achilles and Botetourt
Elementary on Main Street near the
old courthouse have softball fields
and play equipment. Gloucester
High on Route 615 has baseball,
soccer, softball, tennis and outdoor
basketball facilities. Page Middle
School on Route 17 at White Marsh
has baseball, soccer, softball and
tennis facilities. T. C. Walker Elementary on Route 629 at Roanes
has soccer and softball fields.
Petsworth Elementary on Route 17
at Ark has soccer and softball fields
and outdoor basketball. Ark Park
on Route 17 two miles south of Ark
has athletic fields.

Arrow Kitchens

pool replacement fund.
The Middlesex Sheriff’s Office
Auxiliary will be selling sandwiches, barbecue, ice cream and
other treats.
The popular band “Sweet Justice” will play from 5 p.m. until
dark.
The boat parade begins at 6:30
p.m. The parade was not held last
year due to damage at the Urbanna
waterfront caused by Hurricane
Isabel in September, 2003.
Applications are now being
accepted for this year’s parade
and are available at the Town of
Urbanna office and at Friday’s
Marine in Glenns, or by calling
Louise or Phil Friday at (804)
758-4762 or 758-4131, or the
town office at 758-2613.
The boat parade can be viewed
from the newly rebuilt Upton’s
Point Marina, which will be
having its grand re-opening that
day. Boats will be judged in three
classes: patriotism, creativity, and
most outrageous.
Entries will gather in Urbanna
Creek near the bridge at 6 p.m.
They will proceed past the
marina, where the judges will be
assembled, at the area in front of
Queen Anne’s Cove. The boats

will turn around and return up the
creek. Parade instructions will be
broadcast over VHF channel 68.
Winners will be announced
and awards presented at 8 p.m. at
Upton’s Point Marina. Fireworks
follow at dusk.
Virginia Street from Cross
Street to the marina will be closed
at 5 p.m. to vehicles, except for
residents of that area. Call 7582613 for more information.
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There’s good news if you are building or renovating a home here in the Northern
Neck. Darlene Britto of Arrow Kitchens and Granite is on target with your ideas
with a “woman’s touch”. Life is all about family. The kitchen draws your family
closer and helps make memories. I hope you will stop in and see what we have to
offer.

◆ Custom Kitchens & Baths
◆ Granite Countertops
◆ Quality Kitchen Accessories

804-529-9773
804-529-9770
OPEN: Wed.-Sat. 10-4
(Other hours by appointment)

2151 Northumberland Hwy. ◆ Lottsburg, Virginia
(Next to Lottsburg Post Office)

11/2 miles west of the Pottery
7422 Richmond Rd, Rt 60

(757)565-3620

Open Monday-Saturday v 9:30am-6:00pm

■ Size: 203 square miles ■ Shoreline: 141.9 miles
■ Population: 8,800

Welcome to Richmond County
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Daycare/babysitting services:
Walnut Street Daycare, 102 Walnut
Street, Warsaw, state licensed,
full/part time daycare available.
333-9322.
Churches: Call Rev. Rodney
Sidney, 333-4280, for reference
and directions to all denominations in Richmond County.
ABC Stores: Route 360 in
Warsaw, Times Square Shopping
Center, 333-3505; Hours: Monday–
Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Veterinary services: Warsaw
Animal Clinic, Dr. Samuel Marston
and Dr. Michael Molineaux, North
Lakeside Drive, Warsaw. Phone:
333-3433. Hours: Monday–Friday,
9 a.m.–2 p.m.

History
Known commonly as the Gateway to the Northern Neck, Richmond County was established in
1692 from the old Rappahannock
County.
Originally explored by Captain
John Smith in 1607–1608, the
county was settled in 1640 when
people migrated up from settlements below the Rappahannock
River. It was presumably named
after the First Duke of Richmond,
cousin to both King William
III and Queen Mary. One of the
early settlers was Colonel Moore
Fauntleroy, who patented land in
the county in 1650.
The first county seat was thought
to be at the mouth of Little Carter’s Creek, then moved to Naylors,
an early river settlement. The seat
was moved inland in 1730 and
renamed the Richmond County
Courthouse. In 1831, the name
was changed to Warsaw in sympathy with the Polish struggle for
independence. Warsaw was incorporated as the county’s only town
in 1947 and is now the site of the
court house, built in 1748, and the
188-year-old clerk’s office, which
housed the Richmond County
Museum from 1992 to 1999.
Richmond County became the
Gateway to the Northern Neck in
1927 when the Downing Bridge
across the Rappahannock River at
Tappahannock was opened, connecting Richmond County to Essex
and opening up travel to and from
the Northern Neck. The bridge,
which replaced 200 years of ferry
service, was dedicated by Sen.
Thomas Downing of the Northern
Neck.
Richmond County was the home
of the last president to be elected
under the Articles of Confederation. In 1788, Judge Cyrus Griffin was elected president of the
U.S. Congress Assembly and held
that position until the U.S. Constitution was adopted and his successor, George Washington, was
elected as the first President of
the U. S.
William A. Jones gained recognition for Richmond County in
1916 when, in supporting selfgovernment for all people, he
authorized a bill that guaranteed

Richmond
County

Recreation

Naylors Beach in Warsaw is a favorite spot for camping and
picnicking or for an afternoon of building sandcastles.
independence for the Philippines.
In 1924, the people of the Philippines erected a memorial at Jones’
gravesite in the St. John’s Episcopal Churchyard in Warsaw.

Government
• County Administrator: William
E. Duncanson, Route 360, Warsaw.
Phone: 333-3415; Fax: 333-3408.
Hours: Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5
p.m.
County tax rates (per $100):
real estate, $.54; personal property, $3.50.
• Warsaw Town Manager: John
Slusser, Belleville Road, Warsaw.

Phone: 333-3737. Hours: Monday–
Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
Warsaw tax rates (per $100):
real estate, $.08; personal property, $.60.

Services

Public boat ramps: Fishing Pier,
Route 624 to Route 638; Fones
Cliff, Route 624 to Route 622;
Route 3 at Totuskey Creek Bridge;
Canoe Landing, Route 608 at Farnham Creek.
Public beach: Naylors Beach
and Campground. Take Route 360
to Route 624 to Route 634.
Boat cruises: Tangier and Chesapeake cruises, visiting Ingleside
Plantation. 453-BOAT.
Heritage Park Resort ($2
admission fee): tennis courts,
boat ramp, picnic area, hiking and
nature trails; Route 624.
Public hiking trails: Richmond
County trail behind Rappahannock
Community College, Route 360,
Warsaw.
Ball fields: Richmond County
Little League, Route 3 in Warsaw.
Hours vary. 333-5105.
Public recreation: Richmond
County YMCA serves the public with
various programming throughout
the year. Public swimming pool in
Lively. 333-4117.

Trash Service: Town of Warsaw,
P.O. Box 730, Warsaw, Va. 22572;
phone: 333-3737. Collection sites
are on Route 624 near Heritage
Park Resort; on Route 360 near
Indianfield, and on Route 3 in
Farnham. Hours: 7:30 a.m.–7 p.m. (To change or update Richmond
Monday–Friday; 7 a.m.–7 p.m. County information, contact
Saturday, and 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m. <lvaldrighi@rrecord.com>.)
Sunday.
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Rt. 202 • Hague, VA

Gayle Marston, Owner
next to Heathsville Animal Hospital

1-804-472-3239
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■ Population: 9,600

Welcome to Middlesex County
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History
Middlesex County was formed
around 1669 from Lancaster
County, which makes it one of the
oldest English settlements in the
United States. Many plantation
homes still stand from the Colonial
era and it is rich in history that
spans nearly 350 years.
Bordered by the Rappahannock and Piankatank rivers and
the Chesapeake Bay, much of its
history centers around the water.
The town of Urbanna was formed
in 1680 as a center for shipping
tobacco from surrounding plantations.
Urbanna was the county seat until
1852 when it was moved to Saluda,
a more central location for area
citizens. Throughout the county
are homes built in the 1700’s and
wartime stories abound dating back
to the Revolutionary and Civil wars.
During these wars, plantations such
as Providence and Rosegill were
bombarded and looted.
Stingray Point near Deltaville
gained immortal fame as the spot
where Captain John Smith was
nearly killed by a stingray.
Three centuries ago ships from
London, Liverpool, Bristol and
Glasgow were common sights on
Urbanna Creek. Just across the
creek from Urbanna is Rosegill,
one of the oldest plantations in
America. It was for many years a
center of influence in the Colony
and a power in the political and
commercial life of this area. It was
the home of five generations of
Wormeleys, one of the most influential families in the colony. Colonial governors Sir Henry Chicheley
and Lord Howard of Effingham
made Rosegill their home.
During the Civil War, General
George McClellan formulated a
plan of attack to take Richmond by
starting from Urbanna. The plan
was named the Urbanna Plan, but
it was never instituted.
In 1862, the town was bombarded by several Yankee warships but legend has it that the
only thing the Yanks killed was an
old hare. One of the cannonballs
did hit the old courthouse, which
today is the Middlesex Woman’s
Club building on Virginia Street.
During the bombardment the
townsfolk congregated on the
creek bank near where the Urbanna
Bridge is located today. Legend has
it that an old man by the name of
Montague stood at the top of the
hill and whenever he saw a flash
of a cannon firing he would scream
“squat” and the townsfolk would
squat down to the ground.

Government
• Middlesex County Administrator Charles M. Culley Jr., Courthouse annex, Saluda. Open 8:30
a.m.–4:30 p.m., Mon.–Fri. 7584330.
County tax rates(per $100):
Real estate, $.48; personal property, $3.50.
• Urbanna Town Administrator Lewis Filling, Cross Street,
Urbanna. Open 8:30 a.m.–4:30
p.m., Mon.–Fri. 758-2613.

The Middlesex Family YMCA opened in February 2004 and has exceeded membership goals. It
is located in the former Wilton Elementary School building on Route 33 at Hartfield. Buzz Lambert of Hartfield was recently named the facility’s new executive director.
Town tax rates (per $100): Real p.m. Mon.–Fri. Doctors hours by
estate, $.22; personal property, appointment only, phone 7769219. Saluda Veterinary Clinic, 2–
$.65.
5 p.m. Mon., Wed. and Fri. Phone
Chamber of Commerce 758-2303 or in emergencies, 800• Urbanna Business Association, 225-0256, Pager 237797. Sandy
Urbanna. 800-523-4711.
Creek Kennels (boarding, grooming
• Urbanna Oyster Festival Foun- and in-home pet care), call 888dation. 758-0368.
266-3084 for pickup and delivery.

Services
Trash services: There are four
convenience centers in the county.
The Deltaville Convenience Center on
Route 33 across from Rt. 660 (Jackson Creek Road) is open seven days a
week from 8 a.m.–5 p.m. The county
transfer station/Saluda Convenience
Center at Stormont on Faraway
Road (Route 705) is open every day
except Thursday from 7 a.m.–5 p.m.
The Jamaica Convenience Center on
Route 640 near Church View is open
9 a.m.–6 p.m. seven days a week.
The Hartfield Convenience Center
on Route 730 in Hartfield is open 6
a.m.–8 p.m. seven days a week.
Recycling centers: Deltaville
Convenience Center, the transfer/
convenience center in Stormont,
Jamaica Convenience Center and
the Hartfield Convenience Center all
have recycling containers. For information call the courthouse, 7584330, or transfer station/Saluda
convenience center, 758-0542.
Daycare/baby-sitting: Urbanna
Baptist Daycare Center, 758-4783;
Urbanna Methodist Daycare, 7582314; Wee-Bear Nursery School,
758-4414; and Good Beginnings
Preschool, 776-9825 or 776-6250.
Churches: Middlesex Ministerial
Association, Chauncey Mann (7769171).
ABC Store: Urbanna, Virginia
Street.
Veterinary services: Hartfield Animal Hospital, 8 a.m.–5

Recreation
Middlesex County Sports Complex: walking track, volleyball
courts, basketball courts, soccer/
football field (open dawn to dusk),
softball/baseball fields (must be
scheduled through Sports Complex
Committee. Concession stand open
during scheduled events.
Tennis Courts: Taber Park,
Urbanna (for residents and guests of
town residents) and Deltaville Community Association (for residents
and guests of the Deltaville area).
Ball fields: Deltaville Ball Park,
home of the Deltaville Deltas, a
semipro baseball team. Games

Middlesex
County

scheduled on weekends in the
spring and summer.
Public beach: Wake Beach in
Pinetop District at the end of
Route 627.
Swimming pools: Town of
Urbanna and Deltaville Community
Association in Deltaville (for residents and guests of residents).
Public docks: Day mooring at
Millstone Landing in Water View and
at Locklies Pier on Locklies Creek.
Boating and fishing: Charter
fishing boats are concentrated
on Locklies Creek and in the Deltaville area. The Bethpager, a 44passenger deadrise, cruises from
Bethpage Camp-Resort or Urbanna
Creek, 758-4349. Windsurfing lessons are offered by Parrott Island
Adventures in Topping, 758-2414.
Lazy Day Adventures in Urbanna
offers kayak rentals and eco-tours
of local waters, along with camping on the waterfront. Reservations recommended. 758-9302.

Old-Timers
Baseball Game
due in Deltaville
The annual Deltaville OldTimers Baseball Game will be
held at 8 p.m. on Saturday, July
2, at Deltaville Ball Park. Former
members of the Deltaville Deltas
are urged to participate. Simply
show up at 7:30 p.m. the night
of the game or register by calling
776-9701 or 776-9599. The game
will last about one hour and afterwards there will be a fireworks
display at the ballpark. Prior to the
Old-Timers, the Deltaville Deltas
will play at 5 p.m.
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