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What to do with weekend guests!
by Douglas Nabhan
Most people consider themselves very
fortunate to have a second home in
the Northern Neck or Middle Peninsula.
Along with that ownership comes some
factors that you might not have considered. Today, we will focus on the aspect
of “guests.”
Now, ﬁrst, I do not want any of the
special people in my life to think that
I am talking about the time they visited
my summer home. It is deﬁnitely someone else I am talking about, so do not get
your feelings hurt.
Having guests has great joy, but it also
can defeat the idea of owning a summer
home to relax.
The ﬁrst matter that needs to be dealt
with is whether the invitation is for one
night or two. Two nights means you
will need to take two days after that to
recover and here is why.
Having guests is like owning a hotel,
and you are the entire staff. Purchasing,
housecleaning, guest services, concierge,
food service and tourist guide. You are
it. You must get the house cleaned and

ready, you must do the meal planning,
purchasing and preparation so that you
are not in the kitchen the entire time they
are with you. You have a lot of other jobs
to do also besides your kitchen duties.
The schedule basically goes like this. Get
up before everyone else and get dressed
and get to the kitchen to get coffee made
so that when the ﬁrst case of “bedhead”
walks out of bedroom, you can start your
duties.
You will ﬁrst get everyone “coffeed”
and then begin feeding them. For some
reason, when people are guests they lose
the ability to say “No, I can get that
myself.” So you make everyone some
eggs, scrambled, fried, over easy, and
then just as you get breakfast cleaned up,
you need to start thinking about lunch as
it is coming right up on you.
The next job that you need to tend to
is that of activities director. Of course,
everyone expects the weather to be
perfect—after all, it is their weekend.
Taking the weather into account, activities must include swimming, ﬁshing,
more eating and drinking.

As someone who is well-known for
not catching many ﬁsh, this puts considerable pressure on me while guests
are present. The Bay has several species
of ﬁsh available and they all have their
own eating preferences. My strategy is to
have bait for all of them, put out six lines
and see which is working. Your strategy
must be to get each person a ﬁsh with a
picture taken of that person hauling and
holding the ﬁsh no matter what size it
is. Once you get home from ﬁshing it is
now time for the guests to relax while
you clean all the ﬁsh, clean up the boat
and put all the equipment away.
It is also time to start thinking about
the ﬁnale—dinner. Dinner has to be
about seafood—appetizers and the word
“feast” comes to mind. Lots and lots of
dishes, glasses, desserts, beer, wine and
whiskey.
After cleaning up the dinner dishes
you can actually relax for a few minutes
enjoying the water and your guests, but
you need to get to bed early because you
have to get up early to get them packed
and out the door. No guests are allowed

to stay late on Sunday because that violates the cruel and unusual punishment
clause of the Constitution.
As your friends’ car pulls away, you
are silently praying that it fades off
into the horizon without stalling. As you
close the door behind you and sigh, you
know that either you are out of your
mind for becoming a “Bay slave” for
the weekend or else you realize that you
have done something very nice for some
people you care about as friends.
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Coastal Marine, Inc.
FULL-SERVICE BOATYARD POWER & SAIL
Phone (804)776-6585 • Fax (804)776-7304
• 50-ton Marine Travelift®
• Complete Engine and Mechanical Shop
• Certiﬁed Mercury Outboard Mechanic
• Specializing in Mechanical Upgrades and Repower.

LEE’S
HANDYMAN
SERVICES
Building and Remodeling
Electrical and Plumbing

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured
Gerry Lee, owner
(804) 462-5891
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Setting Standards for Safer Boating

Coastal Marine, Inc. is conveniently
located, at the mouth of the Rappahannock River in Deltaville, Va.
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History
HISTORY

Size: 222 square miles.
Shoreline: 438.4 miles.
Population: 12,400.

Welcome to Northumberland County

26

Northumberland County was
originally known as Chickacoan,
an Indian district on the Northern
Neck between the Rappahannock
and Potomac rivers, tributaries of
the Chesapeake Bay. Presumably
settled by the English in 1640, Northumberland was officially established by an act of the Burgesses
in Jamestown in 1648. It was
later divided into three additional
counties, Lancaster, Richmond and
Westmoreland Counties.
The county is bordered on the
east by the Chesapeake Bay and is
known for its picturesque beaches,
forests, wildlife, scenic byways and
a quaint charm that has lured
many urbanites. So much so, that
in recent years, Northumberland’s
population has been changing from
that of full-time residents to one
of many weekenders, vacationers
and retirees.
Once, like the rest of the Commonwealth, Northumberland was
dependent upon tobacco as its
major cash crop and currency.
Today, most of its residents rely
on the water for their livelihoods.
Menhaden fishing, crabbing, oystering and gill netting have all
become big business.
At its heart is Heathsville, the
county seat. The area, between
the headwaters of the Coan and
the Great Wicomico Rivers, was
chosen as the site of the county
courthouse in 1679. The building
was completed and county justices
moved in 1681. Over 100 years
later, in 1797, citizens established
a 20-acre town around the courthouse square, naming it Heathsville citizen leader John Heath.
In 1992, the National Register of
Historic Place designated Heathsville as a Historic District. The
courthouse tavern, once operated
as Hughlett’s Tavern and later purchased by the Rice family and
operated as Rice’s Hotel, was built
in the late 1700’s.

Government
GOVERNMENT
• County Administrator: Kenneth
D. Eades, Route 360, Heathsville.
Hours: Monday through Friday,
9 a.m.-5 p.m. co.northumber
land.va.us or 580-7666
Tax rates (per $100): Real estate,
$.61; personal property, $3.60.

Chamber
Commerce
CHAMBER OFof
COMMERCE

Once a steamboat landing at the mouth of Cockrell’s Creek, Fleeton was named for Captain
Henry Fleet. Captured in Virginia by Indians in 1623, he remained with them for four years
before becoming a merchant, a trader and a burgess for Lancaster. Today, his namesake village
is a welcoming home to people, and dogs.
Northern Neck Refuse Service,
Lottsburg,529-7854 or RF Enterprises, Heathsville, 580-2522.
Day care/Baby-sitting: Lighthouse Christian Academy and Day
Care, Wicomico Church. Summer
daycare runs June 7 to Aug. 20
for ages 2 through 10 (as long
as potty trained). Paid on weekly
basis. 435-2435.
Northumberland Family YMCA,
Heathsville,
provides
weekly
summer camp sessions in conjunction with the public schools.
peninsulaymca.org or 580-8901
Churches: Rev. Mike Ramming;
529-9930 (will refer according to
denomination).
Ferry boat: The Northumberland
connects Route 644 from Sunnybank to Ophelia; Normally operates Monday through Saturday, 7
a.m.-7 p.m.
ABC store: Route 360 in Callao;
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
529-7125
Veterinary services: Heathsville Animal Hospital, Route 360,
Heathsville. Doctor’s hours: 9–11
a.m. and 1–3 p.m. weekdays; Mon.,
Tues. and Thurs. nights, 7-8 p.m.,
Sat. 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. Hospital
hours: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. weekdays;
8 a.m.– noon Sat. 580-5135 or
800-809-7779.

• Northumberland County Cham- Recreation
RECREATION
ber of Commerce Visitors Center,
Fishing piers: The Great WicomRoute 360, Callao; Thursday
through Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. ico Public Fishing Pier is on the
rivnet.net/chamber/ or 529-5031. southern shore of the Great Wicomico River just off State Route
200 near the bridge at Glebe Point.
Services
SERVICES
Trash and recycling service: It is open from sunrise to sunset.
Boat Cruises:
Northumberland County has three
• Capt. Billy’s Charters, Wicomico
trash collection sites which also
offer recycling: on Route 360 in Church. Cruising packages availLottsburg behind the school board able for up to 41 passengers.
office, on Rt. 360 across from (Bay and River). Private trips
Route 639 at Horsehead; and on include sunset cruises, business,
Route 200, 1.8 miles north of birthday, wedding parties. Also
Kilmarnock. The centers are open available: Tangier Island, Onancock, Creek peek, historic Reedfrom 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily.
Weekly pick-up may be arranged ville trips. captbillyscharters.com
through Doggett Disposal Systems or 580-7292.
• Claud Somers at the Reedville
Inc., Mollusk, phone 462-5296.
Fishermen’s Museum sails every

Northumberland
County

other Saturday at 10 a.m. starting
May 28t. $20 members and $25
non-members, limited to 20 people.
Call 453-6529 or visit rfmuseum
.org.
• Crabbe’s Charter Fishing &
Cruises, Reedville. Cruises on the
scenic waters of the Little Wicomico River and the Chesapeake Bay
aboard the 43 foot “Kit II”. Cruise to
Smith or Tangier Island. 453-3251
or eaglesnest.net/fishing.
• Pittman’s Charters, Inc. Sunset
and sightseeing cruises, Reedville.
Charter fishing aboard Mystic Lady
II, May-December, 1-25 passengers. Open 7 days. 453-3643
• Rappahannock River Cruise
on the Captain Thomas departs
from Tappahannock and travels to
InglesideVineyards. The cruise runs
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Sundays, May through
October. Reservations required;
453-2628 or tangier cruise.com.
• Smith Island Cruise aboard the
Captain Evans departing from KOA
Campground at the end of Route
650 in Reedville. Follow the blue
and white signs from Route 360.
In operation from May through
October. Reservations required;
453-3430 or cruisetosmithisland
.com

• Tangier Island Cruise on the
Chesapeake Breeze departs from
Buzzard’s Point Marina at the end
of Route 656 in Fairport. The cruise
runs from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
daily May through October Follow
the billboards from Route 360 near
Reedville. Reservations required;
453-2628 or tangiercruise.com.
Rental Boats: Ingram Bay
Marina, Wicomico Church, rents
canoes and small skiffs, 14-18 foot.
Fishing licenses included in rental.
www.captbillys charters.com or
580-7292. Chesapeake Bay/Smith
Island KOA Campground. Reedville.
804-453-3433
Public Beach: Vir-Mar Beach, at
the end of Route 643 in Hack’s
Neck.
Ball fields: Callao Ruritan Club
on Route 712, men’s and women’s
softball leagues, hours vary, Contact 529-7860. Northumberland
County Athletic Park and Little
League Park at the Northumberland
County Middle School, Route 360
one mile east of Heathsville, ball
park and soccer complex, hours
vary. Contact 529-6134
YMCA: Northumberland Family
YMCA
provides
programming
throughout the year. 580-5455.
(To change or update Northumberland information, contact
rarmstrong@rrecord.com.)

Reading is
G-R-E-A-T !

Ospreys move to permanent home
by Tom Chillemi
With some human help, a pair
of ospreys has settled on a brand
new home in Meachim Creek.
The unlikely “real estate
agents” are Vest Marine Construction of Topping, which had
been building a pier for Harold
and Debbie Diggs and had a
crane waiting on site sitting idle.
With nesting sites scarce, the
ospreys took advantage of the
high perch and built a nest on top
of the crane’s boom, explained
Mr. Diggs.
Although the birds were delaying the dock construction, Mr.
Diggs didn’t want to disturb the
nest. He called wildlife biologist
Jeffrey Cooper of the Virginia
Game and Inland Fisheries in
Fredericksburg. Cooper advised
him that until April 15 an osprey
nest could be dismantled if it contained no eggs or hatchlings.
The question was how to check
the nest that was on the crane’s
boom. “Just as we started
lowering the crane boom, the
ospreys swooped down on us and
express their displeasure,” said
Mr. Diggs.
Cooper told workers to wait a
day and try again. On the second
try, the crew lowered the boom
slowly to get a look at the nest
and, this time, the ospreys let
them.

Chris Richardson and Tommy
Sykes of Vest Marine Construction of Topping view the osprey
nesting box they built and
erected on Meachim Creek.
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hours with the nesting box they
built.
The two Vest employees drove
a piling in the cove, near where
the original nest had been, and
mounted the nesting box on the
piling.
“All this was done at Brian’s
expense,” said Mr. Diggs. “Here’s
a contractor that cares about wildlife and the environment and did
the right thing for the right reason.
Legally, he could have taken it
apart, but he didn’t, even though
it was going to cost him money.”
“It was the right thing to do,”
said Brian Vest. “The birds had
tried to make a home on a mobile
home.”
SeaCure Docking Systems of
Urbanna donated the piling.
Cooper had told them to keep
the new nesting pole as close as
possible to the original nest site
on the barge. This would encourage the ospreys to use it.

Moving in

mantled, the Diggs family didn’t
like that option. The Diggses preferred to lift the nest off the boom
and relocate it on a platform atop
a freshly-driven piling. “We were
able to keep it together,” said Mr.
Diggs.
Brian Vest, president of Vest
Marine Construction Inc. of Topping, had his crew take the extra
time to build the nesting box.
Once receiving the plans, Vest
Good luck! No eggs.
Although Cooper had said the employees Chris Richardson and
osprey nest could now be dis- Tommy Sykes were back in a few

After the men put the nest on
the platform, the wary ospreys
checked out the situation for a
couple of days. “They looked like
a couple thinking about buying a
home,” said Mr. Diggs.
They would perch on the boom,
where their nest had been, and
then one would go to the nesting
platform and check it out—then
ﬂy back to the boom, almost as if
one bird was trying to convince
his mate this was a good nesting
(more on the next page)
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Hand Truck Rentals...
Moving Boxes...
Packing Paper...
And even men that will
move it for you...

All at one place?
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Packaging
Solutions
Next to Big “L” Tire

573 N. Main St. Kilmarnock
435-9315

You’re invited to enter the

The Rivah License Plate Contest!
Got a cool license plate that relates to Rivah Country? We’re looking for three of the best:

The Most Original Rivah license plate.
The Most Humorous Rivah license plate.
The license plate that best represents Rivah Country.
You could win dinner for two at the

RIVAS IN
River’s Inn,
Gloucester Point

CZYCRAB
Crazy Crab,
Reedville

BOATHSE
Boathouse Cafe,
Urbanna

27

A prize will be awarded for each
winning entry. To enter, send a
photo of your license plate and
a 25-word explanation of why you
chose the plate and how you feel it
relates to Rivah Country. The plate
must be registered to the entrant,
proof of which will be required of
each winner. Send entries to The
Rivah Visitor’s Guide, PO Box 400,
Kilmarnock, VA 22428 or email to
fgaskins@rrecord.com.
The deadline is 5 p.m. August
19, 2005, and the winners will
be announced in our fall issue.
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Ospreys get a little help from their friends . . . .
site, said Mr. Diggs.
It’s a good thing the original
pair of ospreys took to the nesting
platform quickly because another
osprey couple came in and tried
to take the nesting box away from
them, said Mr. Diggs. “That tells
me there are not enough nesting
places.”
Cooper said the osprey population has recovered quite well and is
apparently still increasing. “They

have come back tremendously.”
The birds’ peak of nesting activities is in the spring when they prepare to lay eggs.
Ospreys are protected and a nest
will only be removed if it is a
safety hazard to humans or to the
birds, he said. “We have a lot
of problem with ospreys nesting
on human structures this time of
year.”
Ospreys are competitive for local

(from the previous page)
resources.
said.
Cooper has seen nests within a
Landowners can contact Cooper
couple hundred yards of each other. at 540-899-4169, or the Wildlife
“It just depends on how available Diversity Division in Richmond
prey is to them, the more abun- 804-367-8999 for a nesting platdant the ﬁsh are the more dense form diagram or other informathe breeding population.” Ospreys tion.
feed exclusively on ﬁsh.
After about a month the ospreys
Ospreys are opportunistic and have settled in their Meachim Creek
have been known to pick up sticks nest and the Diggses, like expectfor their nest that had been placed ant grandparents, are awaiting the
on a dock by a landowner, Cooper birth of hatchlings.

Locusville
c. 1855
Plantation
“Using Farm Methods of our Heritage”

Tour our Gardens
and visit our store
Eggs • Folk Art
Vegetables • Herbs
583 Slabtown Rd. • Lancaster, VA
1/2 mile past Ottoman on Rt. 354,
left on Slabtown Rd, 1/2 mile on left

(804) 462-0002

Wed.-Sun. 10-5

IS YOUR RIVAH HOME MAKING YOU

SICK?

Because of the extremely wet weather of the past two years,
many people are having serious health problems caused by

EXCESSIVE MOLD.
Mold can cause anything from allergic reactions to sickness and disease. Some molds are even

TOXIC!
Not only can mold ruin your health, but if left untreated it can spread throughout your home destroying its value!

DON’T TAKE CHANCES WITH YOUR HOME OR YOUR HEALTH!
Ask about our FREE visual mold INSPECTION,
FREE mold surface TESTS,
FREE laboratory ANALYSIS, and
FREE PROPOSAL for remediation (if necessary).
and our EXCLUSIVE

10 YEAR WRITTEN WARRANTY
KING’S CLEANING SERVICES is an IICRC certified firm serving you for over 30 years. We guarantee your satisfaction.

Along with mold remediation we also clean carpets, furniture, rugs, provide smoke and
water damage cleanup, commercial and residential air duct cleaning.

KING’S CLEANING SERVICES
1-800-828-4398
www.kingscleaningservices.com
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Lodging Places in the Bay Region
Unless noted, all rates are per
night and all lodgings are within
the 804 area code. Some locations
have web sites; call the lodging
place for information.

Essex
ESSEX
Days Inn Motel, Route 17, Tappahannock Blvd, in Tappahannock.
60 rooms. cable TV. Free continental breakfast. Rates $69.99-$79.99.
443-9200.
The Essex Inn. 203 Duke Street
in Tappahannock. Four rooms in
Inn and three apartments with
kitchen and baths, TV with HBO.
DSL Internet connectors in all
rooms,. Rates: $125. 443-9900,
1-866-377-3982, Innkeepers: Kelly
& John Owen Gwathmey.
Linden House Bed and Breakfast Plantation, P.O. Box 23,
Tidewater Trail (Rt. 17) Champlain, 22438. Five guest rooms
and two suites, all with private
baths. Rooms with fireplaces and
jacuzzis also available. Reception
hall offers catering services. Rates:
$115-$175. 443-1170, 1-866887-0286, Innkeepers: Ken & Sandy
Pounsberry.
Southside Motel and Marina,
Rts. 360 and 17 in Tappahannock.
30 rooms with satellite TV and
four HBO channels, microwave
and refrigerator. Swimming pool.
Free boat slips available. Rates
$40-$65. 443-3363.
Super 8 Motel, Rts. 17 and
360 in Tappahannock near WalMart. 43 rooms with cable TV,
some with microwave and most
with refrigerators. Suites and kingsized rooms available. Rates start
at $45. 443-3888.
Dollar Inn, Rts. 360 and 17 east
of Tappahannock. 25 rooms with
cable TV. Rates between $55 and
$80. 443-3366.

Gloucester
Gloucester
Airville Plantation, a pre-Revolutionary estate on 400 acres in
Zanoni, operates as a bed and
breakfast with two guest rooms in
the main house (circa 1756) and
a cottage with kitchenette. Full
size pool table, TV room and an
in-ground pool with a changing
room in the former round icehouse.
A large organic garden provides
fruits and vegetables in season
for full breakfasts. Water access to
Mobjack Bay. (804) 694-0287.
The Comfort Inn is a three diamond AAA, Platinum Award winning hotel on Route 17 near
Business Route 17, close to
Gloucester’s Historic District. Free
continental breakfast, outdoor
pool, ADA compliant rooms and
health club privileges. Honeymoon
suite with jacuzzi. All 79 rooms
have 25-inch TVs, ironing board,
hair dryer, electronic locks, coffee
makers, data phone port and more.
(804) 695-1900.
The Gloucester Inn and Motel,
on Route 17 at the York River at
Gloucester Point. 16 rooms with

refrigerators and microwaves. Cable
TV and HBO. 642-3337.
The North River Inn Bed and
Breakfast is on 100 waterfront
acres at Toddsbury, on the North
River. Three historic structures
comprise the Inn: Toddsbury Cottage, Toddsbury Guest House and
Creek House. Rooms are furnished
with antiques, have air-conditioning, telephones, and private
baths, with views of the river,
creek or wide fields lined with
ancient trees. Meeting rooms for
20 overlook the water. The grounds
include long lanes for walking and
biking, a walled garden, which is
an acre square, and an 18th century ice house. Full breakfast on
weekends. Canoes and boat dockage are available. 1-877-248-3030
or (804) 693-1616.
The Willows Bed and Breakfast is on a quiet rural road in a

former Victorian country store and
post office. Large rooms with private baths, TV, queen-sized beds
and hearty breakfasts. No smoking. (804) 693-7575.
Tidewater Motel, on Route 17,
4 miles north of the Coleman
Bridge in Hayes, 33 rooms, some
with kitchenettes. Pool. (804)
642-2155.

Lancaster
LANCASTER
Bel Air Mansion and Guest
House, fully furnished waterfront
homes at Belle Isle State Park.
Mansion has whirlpool tub and
accommodates six; Guest House
accommodates eight. Canoes and
bicycles included. Seasonal rates.
Call
462-5030
or
visit
Guests wander through expansive gardens overlooking the
dcr.state.va.us.
Flowering Fields Bed & Break- Chesapeake Bay at Fleeton Fields, a bed and breakfast on Flee-

(more on the next page)

ton Road.

River Country Campgrounds
Rates provided are daily unless
specified and may vary according
to the number in a party, location, etc. All provide full water,
electric and sewage hookups unless
noted and all phone numbers are
in the 804 area code. Some camps
have web sites; call the camp for
information.

Gloucester
GLOUCESTER
Gloucester Point Family Campground: Rt. 636 near Ordinary, 3
mi. from Rt. 17, on Severn River
at 3149 Campground Road, Hayes.
235 sites, fishing pond, fishing and
crabbing piers, recreational hall,
playground, boat landing and rental
campers. Planned family activities.
$23-$28. 642-4316.
Thousand Trails-Chesapeake
Bay Preserve: Off Rt. 198 on
Piankatank River. 400 sites, nationwide membership camping, pool,
boating facilities, camp store,
entertainment, organized activities.
693-6924 or 1-800-693-6901.

King
& Queen
KING AND
QUEEN
Rainbow Acres Campground: Rt.
631 (Frazier Ferry Rd.) off Route 14,
on the Mattaponi River near King
and Queen Courthouse. 150 sites,
boat ramps, gas, bait, planned
activities. $25-28. 785-9441.

Mathews
MATHEWS
Gwynn’s Island Campers Haven:
End of Rt. 633 on Chesapeake Bay.
125 sites, sand beach, portable
boat launching, boat ramp nearby,
water and electric, recreation hall
and camp store. 725-5700.
New Point Campground: Rt.
602 off Rt. 14 seven miles south
of Mathews Courthouse, on
Chesapeake Bay. 300 sites, waterfront rental trailers, boating facili-

ties, pool, playgrounds, recreation
hall, planned entertainment, boat
and motor rental and charter boats
available. $28-$31 on waterfront
including W. E. and S. 725-5120.

Middlesex
MIDDLESEX
Bethpage Camp-Resort: One
mile N. of Urbanna on Rt. 602 and
Robinson’s Creek. 1,000 sites, two
pools, recreation hall, playground,
organized activities, charter fishing and cruise boats, boat slips,
boat storage, family vacation rentals. $44.95. 758-4349.
Bush Park Campground: Rt. 628
near Hartfield on Bush Park Creek.
400 sites, new year-around section, pool, recreation hall, laundry, scheduled activities, pier, boat
ramp. $24. 776-6750.
Cross Rip Ltd.: Off Rt. 33 on
Rt. 1113 (Cross Rip Road) in Deltaville on Chesapeake Bay. Beach
boat basin, water and electric.
Reservations requested. $20-$25.
776-9324.
Grey’s Point Camp: Rt. 3 near
bridge at Topping, on the Rappahannock River. 600 sites, boat
ramp and slips, bait and tackle
shop (Virginia Saltwater Tournament weigh station), gas dock,
recreation hall, pool, nature trails,
planned entertainment. $44.95
758-2485.

Northumberland
NORTHUMBERLAND
Chesapeake Bay/Smith Island
KOA: Near Reedville on Little Wicomico River. 85 sites with water,
electric (some with 50 amp. service) and sewer (no primitive
sites), mini-golf, pool, convenience
store, boat ramp and 20 covered
slips, canoe and small boat rentals, planned activities, pavilion,
heated & air-conditioned gather-

ing hall, cruises to Smith Island.
Open April to November. $30-$45.
cruisetosmithisland.com
or
453-3430.
Glebe Point Campground: Rt.
200 near Burgess on Great Wicomico River. 96 sites, pool, tennis,
boat landing, playground. Seasonal only, $1,025 plus electricity.
453-3440.
Smith Point Marina and Campground: Off Sunny Bank Road on
Little Wicomico River. 10 sites, boat
ramp, marina with charter boats,
boat slips, dry storage, marine fuel
and boat repairs. 453-4077.
Great Wicomico Marina Campground: End of Rt. 810 on Great
Wicomico River. 50 sites-yearly
rental only, marina, restaurant,
electric and water, laundry, sewage
dump station. 453-3351.
RICHMOND
Richmond
Heritage Park: Off Rt. 360 to
Rt. 624 near Warsaw, on Menokin
Bay of Cat Point Creek. 78 sites
plus log cabins, 243 acres, pool,
tennis, great hall, canoe rentals,
boat ramp, hiking trails, shaded
picnic grounds, entertainment.
$23-$32 (2 BR cabins, $95-$125).
333-4038.
Naylor’s Beach Campground:
Off Rt. 360 to Rt. 624, then to Rts.
634 or 636, on the Rappahannock
River near Warsaw. Sites for tents
and trailers, camp store, playground, boat ramp, water and
electric. $18. 333-3951.
Whelan’s Marina and Campground: Off Rt. 3 to Rt. 608,
then to Rt. 647, on the Rappahannock River and Morattico Creek
near Farnham. 48 sites-permanent
use only, camp store, pool, ABC
license, boat ramp. 394-9500.

Westmoreland
Coles Point Plantation Route
728, Coles Point, Family resort on
the Potomac River. Marina, campground, rental cottages, fishing
pier, pool, Pilot’s Wharf Restaurant.
472-3955
Farmer’s Retreat 472-2961
Harbor View Campground, 15
Harbor View Circle, Colonial Beach.
Open June to September. 140 campsites with full hookups. Family
oriented, outdoor pool, recreation
center, private boat slips, fishing,
picnic area, horseshoes, playground
and basketball. resortsusa.com.
224-8164
Kinsale Harbour Marina Campground Rt. 203, Kinsale, 472-2514
Leedstown Campground, Rt. 637
near Oak Grove, 224-7405
Monroe Bay Campground, Rt.
658 Colonial Beach. Open April 1
to November 1. Tent and trailer
sites, store, paddle boats, game
room, playground, beach area pier
and boat ramp. Waterfront sites.
224-7418
Port Kinsale Marina, Highway
3 to Rt. 202 to Rt. 608, Kinsale.
Camping sites with water and electric hookups situated on the Yeocomico River. Modern bath houses,
fishing pier, pool, pavilion, biking
and recreation areas located on 45
wooded acres. 472-2044
Southfork Ranch RV Park, Highway 3, Oak Grove. 224-7093
Westmoreland State Park, six
miles northwest of Montross off
Route 3. Camping (133 sites, some
with hookups), group camping (3
sites), and 26 cabins. Swimming
pool and boat launch free for overnight guests. Camp store laundry
facilities and bathhouse. Reserve
online or call 1-800-933-PARK.
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fast, 232 Flowering Fields Drive,
White Stone. Full breakfast with
crab cakes, omelets and fresh
fruit. Golf packages and fishing
charters arranged. King, queen
and twin rooms. Families welcome.
435-6238.
Holiday Inn Express, 599 North
Main Street, Kilmarnock. 68 rooms
with dataports, extended stay
rooms, handicap rooms, meeting
room, business center and outdoor pool. Continental breakfast.
From $89. 436-1500 or 1-800844-0124.
Hope & Glory Inn, 65 Tavern
Rd., Irvington. Bed and breakfast
accommodations featuring seven
rooms and six cottages with private
baths, conference center, tennis,
bicycles, golf nearby. Rates are
$160 to $310 per night including
full breakfast. Three-bedroom cottages also available in the vineyard.
Rates are $350-$650. 438-6053.
The Inn at Levelfields, 10155
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. Bed
and breakfast accommodations, six
guest rooms with king or queen
beds and air-conditioning, fireplaces; four rooms with private
baths and two with shared bath.
Swimming pool, library, television. $90-$140 double occupancy.
435-6887 or 1-800-238-5578.
The Tides Inn, 480 King Carter
Drive on Carter’s Creek in Irvington. Yacht cruises, par 3 golf,
championship golf at The Golden
Eagle, swimming, tennis, sailing,
biking, summer children’s program,
heated pool, spa facilities, special
events, golf and family package
plans. Rates from $199 to $625.
438-5000.
Waverly House, At the intersection of Waverly and Raleigh
Avenues in Kilmarnock. Chalet
with indoor swimming; accommodations include king, queen, king
with two singles, double. Ploughman’s breakfast. Rates $50 to $85.
435-0458.
St. Andrew’s Motel, Route 3,
White Stone. Twenty-five guest
rooms, two suites available; swimming pool, air conditioning, remote
cable TV. Rates $69 to $99 per
night. 435-1101.

Mathews
Mathews
Buckley Hall Inn on Route 198
in Mathews offers a variety of
romantic rooms, all with private
baths. Two rooms have fireplaces,
some have four poster beds, and
even a private whirlpool bath.
Country breakfast served in the
dining room. Guests can sit on the
large front porch under the oaks
and rock a bit or read a book from
the well-stocked library. $75-$120.
725-1900 or 1-888-450-9145.
Islander Motel, on Gwynn’s
Island off of Route 223, where
the Piankatank River meets the
Hole in the Wall. One three-room
suite (available at extra cost) and
36 double-occupancy rooms. Pool,

cable TV, HBO, conference room,
restaurant, marina, beach. Rates
after May 15: $64 to $79 per night
plus tax. Each additional person,
$6. 725-2151.
Ravenswood Inn bed and breakfast on the East River. Waterfront
getaway with sunset and river
views. Dock and grounds offer
peaceful and serene locations for
enjoying river activities or as a
base for visiting local sites and
events. Good location for rowing,
kayaking, canoeing, sailing, boating, fishing and bird watching. Airconditioned rooms, private baths,
full breakfast. Owned and operated
by Mrs. Ricky Durham. 725-7272.
Tabb’s Creek Landing, bed and
breakfast off of Route 14, three
miles south of Mathews Courthouse at Port Haywood. An 1820’s
restored farmhouse surrounded by
water, magnolias and picket fences.
Three suites, two bedroom, all
with private baths and water
views. $125 includes large southern breakfast. Dock, boat ramp,
canoes, paddleboat, bicycles. Children welcome. 725-5136.

Breakfast, 210 Watling Street,
Urbanna. One spacious suite with
sitting room and full bath with
Jacuzzi; two connecting bedroom
suites with full bath; smaller bedroom with full bath. Cottage out
back. $85-$150. 758-4661.
Pilot House Inn, Route 3 about
a mile from the Rappahannock
River Bridge. 24 rooms, cable television, dining room, conference
room, and airport adjacent to inn.
Rooms $55. 758-2262.
River’s Rise Bed & Breakfast,
off Route 652 in Deltaville. Private
guest quarters with full kitchen
and bath. $90 double occupancy;
2nd bedroom available, $30 addiIrvington, Virginia

tional. 776-7521.
Sanderling House Bed & Breakfast and Pine Tree Cottage, Timberneck Road, Deltaville, on Broad
Creek. Queen size beds, TV with
built-in VCR, whirlpool tub, breakfast, room service available, slips
for trailerable boat or for those
wishing to arrive by boat.
776-0970.

Northumberland
Bay Motel, on Route 360 near
Reedville. 20 air-conditioned rooms
with cable television and free local
phone calls; swimming pool. Rates
from $65-$69. 453-5171.

Cats Cove Cottage, private
waterfront cottage, fully furnished
for two on Mundy Point of the
West Yeocomico River. Continental
breakfast, deep water dock, pool,
row boat. Two night minimum.
$80-$95.
529-5056
or
catscovecottage.com.
Dove Cottage Bed & Breakfast,
on Browns Store Road near Wicomico Church. Historic 1729 country inn, quiet country atmosphere,
jacuzzi, full breakfast, working fireplace, rocking chair porch, tranquil pool. 580-3683.
Fleeton Fields Bed & Breakfast, on Fleeton Road near Reed-

(more on the next page)
www.tidesinn.com

1-800-843-3746

Middlesex
MIDDLESEX
Atherston Hall Bed and Breakfast, 250 Prince George Street,
Urbanna. Short walk to town shops
and restaurants. Four rooms, cable
TV, air-conditioning, private baths,
outside smoking area, and full
breakfast. Weekly rates available.
758-2809.
Dockside Inn, Route 33 one
mile east of Deltaville. 24 rooms,
air-conditioning, cable TV, pool.
Rates from $55 on weekdays for
regular room to $69 on weekends
for efficiency. 776-9224.
Dragon Run Inn, Rts. 17 &
602, Church View. Yesterday’s
atmosphere and today’s conveniences. Large rooms, private
baths, Jacuzzi, self-controlled heat
and air. Rates: $95 plus tax for two
persons per room with full breakfast. Ivan and Sue Hertzler, Innkeepers. 758-5719.
Edentide Inn, Bland Point on
the Piankatank River, Deltaville.
Three air conditioned rooms with
TV and VCR. Private sitting room
with fireplace, private screened
porch. On 13-acre farm with horse
stalls, kennel and boat slips available. Sand beach and fishing pier.
$95 to $145 double occupancy with
continental breakfast. 776-6915.
Harrow House, Lover’s Lane,
Deltaville. View of Jackson Creek
and the Bay. Three double rooms
with shared bath, air conditioned,
cable TV, continental breakfast,
$55. Hostess, Camcy Courten.
776-9616.
Heaven Scent Bed & Breakfast,
14180 General Puller Highway, Deltaville. Four rooms, satellite TV
in two bedrooms and living room,
full breakfast in a private setting,
no smoking. Seasonal opening.
776-0244.
Inn at Urbanna Creek Bed and

The Tides Inn is truly the pinnacle of Virginian hospitality.
Remodeled in a British Colonial motif, the Tides Inn offers the
attendant pleasures of a deluxe resort, yet in a more intimate
setting. Enjoy championship golf, delightful dining at four
distinctive restaurants, plus a full-service spa and marina,
all humbly at your service.
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ville, overlooking Big Fleets Pond
and the Chesapeake Bay. Three
air conditioned suites with private baths, mini refrigerators and
cable TV. The home is decorated
with fine antiques and located in
a park like setting. Bicycles available. Rates from $135 to $175
including full breakfast. 453-5014
or fleetonfields.com.
Gables Bed & Breakfast Inn, at
the end of Main Street in Reedville
on Cockrell’s Creek. Victorian Captain’s Mansion with 1800’s schooner mast built into the home.
In the circa 1874 National Register, Reedville Historic District. Two
guest rooms with private baths in
main house $150-$155 per night.
Coach house with four guest rooms
with cathedral ceilings, private
baths and water views. $89-$125
per night including breakfast.
Boat slips available. 453-5209 or
thegablesbb.com.
GrandView Bed & Breakfast,
Reedville. Waterfront bed and
breakfast on the Chesapeake Bay,
close to Smith Island and Tangier
cruises. Private pier, generous
breakfast, wheelchair accessible.
Four room from $80 to $115.
453-3890
or
grandviewbb.freeyellow.com.
Lion’s Den, Callao. One Bedroom. $80-$95. Continental breakfast included on weekends only.
529-9674 or lionsdenbandb.com
Northumberland Motel, on
Route 360 in Callao. 11 air-conditioned rooms with cable television; daily/weekly/monthly rentals.
Rates from $60-$65. 529-6370 or
northumberlandmotel.com.

with a private bath. Terry cloth
robes, slippers, soothing oatmeal
soaps, shampoo, conditioner, and
hair dryers are provided. All reservations also include wine and
cheese each evening from 5 to 6
p.m. and a full breakfast served
from 8 to 9 a.m. Each room
is $125.35 for single occupancy
and $141.70 for double occupancy,
including all taxes. 224-7000
Days Inn, 30 Colonial Avenue,
60 guest rooms, swimming pool,
HBO and ESPN, Continental breakfast. $67 to $90. 224-0404
Doc’s Motor Court, 11 Irving
Ave. Open May 28 thru Sept 15. 13
guestrooms. Virtually unchanged
since Herbert “Doc” Caruthers
opened the doors in 1948. Even
the neon sign is original. Beachfront 224-7840
Nightingale Motel & Marina
101 South Monroe Bay Avenue
35-slip marina with electric and
water, 5-room motel, restaurant
next door 224-7956
The Plaza, 21 Weems Street.
This 1900’s Victorian home has
three guest rooms furnished with
elegant yet comfortable antiques.
The Master Suite secluded in the
rear of the house includes a private
bath with a deep claw foot, two

person Jacuzzi tub and shower.
$100–$135 per night. A three-bedroom guest cottage adjoins the
Plaza property and has a large fully
equipped kitchen, living room,
enclosed porch and washer/dryer.
The cottage can accommodate
up to 6 comfortably. All linens
are provided. $150 per night.
colonialbeachplaza.com
or
224-1101.
Riverview Inn 24 Hawthorne
Street. 21 guestrooms waterfront.
$95. 224-0006
Wakefield Motel 1513 Irving
Avenue South. The motel features
20 rooms with cable TV. Most have a
refrigerator and microwave. $40 to
$80 per night. wakefieldmotel.com
or 224-7311.
Stratford Hall Area
The Guest Houses at Stratford
Hall Plantation, Route 214. Stratford has two guest houses, the
Cheek and the Astor. Both guest
houses have a fully-equipped
kitchen, living room, central heating and air conditioning and
guest rooms with private baths.
Together, the houses have a total
of 20 guest rooms. $105-$115.
stratfordhall.org or 493-8038
Montross Area
The Inn at Montross, 21 Polk

Street. The inn was completely renovated in 1997 with many of the
original 1790’s red heart pine floors
being uncovered and restored. Five
guest rooms are located on the
second floor. All rooms have private bathrooms, queen size beds,
climate control and space for personal belongings. They are decorated in colonial era tones. Full
breakfast included. $110-$120.
innatmontross.com or 493-0573
Mount Holly Steamboat Inn,
3673 Cople Hwy. Five guest rooms
all have a waterfront view of
Nomini Bay and private baths, airconditioning and comfortable furnishings. Full breakfast is served
between 8–9 a.m. in the Piano
Room. Saturday guests have the
option to sleep in and enjoy
the
Sunday
brunch
buffet
beginning at 11 a.m. Pier and
slips available. Rates $110–$125
including full breakfast (additional charge for Sunday brunch).
mthollysteamboatinn.com
or
472-9070.
Porterville Bed & Breakfast,
14201 King’s Highway. Two guest
rooms, both are on ground level.
A hearty country style breakfast is
served with southern hospitality.
Senior citizens’ discount on Tues-

day nights. $45-$85. 493-9394
Washington & Lee Motel, Route
3, 28 guestrooms with microwaves
and refrigerators. Rates $60–$65.
493-8093
Kinsale Area
The Skipjack Inn, Rt. 608 at
Port Kinsale Marina. Located in
a restored 1912 waterfront home
overlooking the Yeocomico River,
the four guest rooms are decorated
with antiques and Chesapeake Bay
maritime artwork. Each has its own
private bath, telephone and individual temperature control for the
optimum comfort of our guests.
A guest kitchenette is available
on the main floor. $115 to
$145. portkinsale.com/lodging or
472-2044.
Have a summer cottage to rent?
Call our advertising representatives (758-2328 or 435-1701) to
be listed next month in our new
“Vacation Rentals at the Rivah”
feature.

Call ahead to
reserve your room
at the “rivah”
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Richmond
RICHMOND
Chestnut Cove Bed & Breakfast,
on Morattico Creek, 511 Oakley
Lane, Farnham. Two guest rooms
with private baths, full country
breakfast and lunch. Rates from
$60 per night. The home of Zekiah
Glass, which offers two-day classes
in creating stained glass for a separate fee. 394-3142.
Greenwood Bed & Breakfast,
99 Maple Street (Route 1021) in
Warsaw. Three guest rooms with
private baths, cable TV; central
dining and recreation rooms for
guests. Rates from $50-$60 include
country breakfast. 333-4353.
The Best Western, on Route
360 in Warsaw. 38 rooms, including suites, satellite TV, air
conditioning, swimming pool, exercise room. Rates from $60-$140
April through October, $55-$80
November through March. Rates
include continental breakfast.
333-1700.

Westmoreland
WESTMORELAND
Colonial Beach Area
Bell House Bed & Breakfast,
821 Irving Avenue. Alexander
Graham Bell’s Victorian summer
place on the Potomac river. The
Bell House offers four rooms, each

Don’t go away . . . Get away at the . . .

Mt. Holly Steamboat Inn

ca 1876

804-472-9070
Dinner 7 nights a week 5:00-9:00 • Sat., Lunch 12:00-2:00 pm • Grand Sunday Brunch Buffet 11:00-2:00 pm

Carving Station, Poached Salmon, Steamed Shrimp, Eggs Benedict and much more . . .
Tiki Hut Sat. & Sun 12-5 • “Bed & Breakfast Accommodations” available
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Population: 16,700.

Shoreline: 250 miles.

History

Size: 252 square miles.

Welcome to Westmoreland County
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Established in 1653 by the colonial government in Jamestown,
Westmoreland County was named
for a British shire. The county’s
most significant contributions to
history include its fostering of
more statesmen than any other
county in the country, and for the
Leedstown Resolutions.
Considered the forerunner of the
Declaration of Independence, the
Leedstown Resolutions were signed
in February, 1766. It was the
first organized resistance to English aggression on American liberties. Prepared by Richard Henry
Lee, the document was signed by
115 patriots who bound themselves together “To Prevent The
Execution of The Stamp Act.” They
came from all directions to Leeds,
a busy port town on the Rappahannock. Among those who signed
are six Lees, five Washingtons, and
Spence Monroe, father of President
James Monroe.
Stratford Hall was the boyhood
home of Richard Henry Lee and
Francis Lightfoot Lee, signers of
the Declaration of Independence.
General Henry “Light-Horse
Harry” Lee was a Revolutionary
War hero in his 20’s and served
as one of General George Washington’s most trusted officers. He is
the father of Robert E. Lee. After
the war he married the heiress to
Stratford and served three oneyear terms as governor.
General Robert E. Lee was born
in 1807 at Stratford and soon after
the family moved to Alexandria. At
the age of 54, Lee was a colonel in
the U. S. Army when the Civil War
broke out. Offered the command
of the Union Army, Lee declined
because he “could take no part
in an invasion” of his homeland.
Although he was against secession,
he left the Union Army when Virginia left the United States, later
commanded the military forces of
Virginia, the Army of Northern Virginia, and led the Confederate
forces against Union armies under
McClellan and Pope, Burnside and
Hooker, and Meade and Grant.
Most notable among the Washington clan of Westmoreland,
General George Washington, commander of the Continental Army,
Revolutionary War hero and first
President of the United States, was
born at Popes Creek in 1732.
James Monroe, the nation’s fifth
President, was born in 1758 on a
farm near Monroe Bay. A member of
the Continental Congress for three
years, he practiced law in Fredericksburg and went on to become a
U. S. Senator, Minister to France,
Minister to England, Governor of
Virginia, Secretary of State, and
President from 1817 to 1825.

Government
• County Administrator Norm
Risavi, 111 Polk Street, Montross.
Phone 493-0130, Hours: 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday
except holidays. See westmoreland-county.org.
Tax rates (per $100): Real estate,
$.66; personal property, $2.50.
• Colonial Beach, 18 North Irving

Stratford Hall is significant architecturally, as an example of early Virginia living and as the home
of distinguished Virginians, from Richard Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot Lee, signers of the Declaration of Independence, to General Robert E. Lee. The plantation has been restored and is open
to the public for tours and events.
Avenue, Colonial Beach. Phone
224-7181. Hours: 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Monday-Friday except holidays. Tax rates (per $100): Real
estate, $.88; personal property,
$3.20. See colonialbeachva.net.
• Montross Town Manager Brenda
T. Reamy, 15869 Kings Highway,
Montross. Phone 493-9623. Hours:
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday except
holidays.
Tax rate (per $100): Real estate,
$.06; no personal property tax.

Westmoreland
County

Chamber of Commerce
• Westmoreland County Visitors
Center in the county museum and
library at 43 Court Square in Montross is open six days a week
(closed Sunday). From April 1 to
October 31 the center is open 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. 493-8440.
• Virginia’s Potomac Gateway
Welcome Center on Route 301 at
the Potomac River Bridge. Stop
here on your way into Virginia for
brochures and maps about Virginia
attractions. (540) 663-3205.
• Colonial Beach Tourism,
224-0732.

Services
Solid Waste & Recycling: Westmoreland County has three public
waste collection sites that may be
used by all residents and property
owners of the county, Montross
and Colonial Beach. County collection sites do not accept heavy construction debris such as bricks and
cinder blocks. Vouchers are provided to take these wastes to the
facility in King & Queen County.
Recycling facilities for the following are available at all of the
county’s collection sites:
newspaper, glass (clear, green,
brown), aluminum, plastic (#1,
#2), tin, bi-metal products and
used motor oil.
Yard waste such as leaves, brush
and tree limbs are accepted at the

Transfer Station and are recycled
into mulch that is given away to
residents.
• Transfer Station, Panorama
Road, Route 622, Montross. Open
Monday to Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Carmel Church Collection
Center, off Route 202. Open Monday-Sunday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Monroe Hall Collection Center,
Route 205, Open Monday to Sunday,
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• The Town of Montross - Curbside trash pick up twice per week.
• Colonial Beach - Once a week
curbside trash pick up.
• Cooper’s Trash Service, Colonial Beach area, 224-0469.
Daycare/baby sitting: Fun Factory Inc., Montross, 493-9518.
School age summer camp available.
Churches: Montross Ministerial
Association, 493-8285.
ABC Stores: Montross, 109 East
End Plaza, open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Mon.–Sat. 493-9800.

Veterinary services: See Richmond or Northumberland listings

Recreation
A.T.
Johnson
Recreation
Center, 18849 Kings Highway,
Montross. Aerobics and dance
classes, cooking programs, basketball, gymnastics, volleyball,
enclosed batting cage with pitching machine, regulation size soccer
field and baseball field and small
auditorium. Meeting room and
patio are available for rental.
Castlewood Park on Castlewood
Dr. Permit required for parties over
20 people
Currioman Landing Public Boat
Landing, off Route 622. Owned and
operated by Westmoreland County,
this public boat ramp and pier near
the Potomac River offers water
access to all the county’s citizens.
Westmoreland Parks & Recreation Department provides recreation services to all of county
citizens and visitors. Call 493-8163
or email westparkrec@netstar.com
for a complete listing of activities.
Cruises: Bell House and PAL
Charters. Intimate, two-hour, fivecourse dinner or buffet cruise
on the Potomac River aboard
the 43-foot motor yacht, Apolonia. For information and reservations contact thebellhouse.com or
224-7000.
(To change or update Westmoreland information, contact
rarmstrong@rrecord.com.

Bay Center to hold auditions for talent show
The Bay School Cultural Arts show their talents in “Vaudeville oquism, skits, comedy, clowns,
Center in Mathews is calling art- 2005!” Acts such as song and barbershop quartets, etc., are
ists of every genre and decade to dance, jugglers, music, ventril- invited to audition.
This is a family-oriented show
where all ages are invited and
encouraged to perform.
In addition to being the ﬁrst
time the Bay School has
attempted to put together a variety show of this manner, it will
We invite you to come and worship with us. We
serve as a fund-raising event for
offer a 9:00 a.m. service from Memorial Day until
the non-proﬁt organization.
Labor Day, and an 11:00 a.m. service year round.
The Bay School is an arts educational facility that houses the
Art Speaks Gallery, an art supply
store and three large classrooms
118 Methodist Church Road
for its year-round ﬁne art and herWhite Stone, VA 22578 (804) 435-3555
itage craft classes.
Auditions will be held June 25
at the Bay School, which is located
on Main Street in Mathews. An
audition time can be obtained by
AWN
ARDEN
ORLD
calling 725-1278. The show is
scheduled for July 30.
%

White Stone
United Methodist Church

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
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Hayden
Construction, Inc.
Est. 1978

Family Owned and Operated

804-435-6501
Marine Construction • Rip-Rap • Land
Clearing • Road Building • Paving
Excavating

BOOTH’S LANDSCAPING CO.
L

&G

W

10 off Every Day

HOME OF THE MONSTER TREES &
HARD TO FIND & UNIQUE PLANTS
Special Orders always welcome.
Gift Certificates are the Perfect Gift
Monday - Saturday 9-5 • Sunday 12-5
804-435-2800 • 85 N. Main St., Kilmarnock
Plenty of parking on Brent Street and in rear
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While some boat dealers come and go with the wind,

world’s largest Hunter dealers. Norton’s backs up the

Norton’s Yacht Sales is firmly anchored right where

sale with an outstanding service department that

we’ve been for generations.Today Carolyn and her

consistently wins top awards of distinction. We even

husband Ken Schmalenberger carry on the
family tradition that began with Carolyn’s

  
#HESAPEAKE 9ACHT 3ALES

grandfather Ed Norton back in 1948.
This is also the only place in Virginia

feature a first rate ASA Sailing School
and Sail Charters. Drop by the next
time you’re in Deltaville. We’re
anchored here to stay.

where you will find Jeanneau
Yachts. And we’re one of the
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©2005 Norton's Yacht Sales and Charters
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Deltaville, Virginia • 804-776-9211 • fax 804-776-9044
www.nortonyachts.com
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Get The Rivah Visitor’s Guide by mail! Call 804-758-2328.

Antiques Fair
is May 28-29
Antiques dealers will exhibit a
variety of treasures at the second
annual Northern Neck Antiques Fair
on the lawn at Epping Forest Plantation Memorial Day weekend May
28 and 29. Epping Forest Plantation is the birthplace of Mary Ball,
George Washington’s mother.
Participating dealers include
Nettie Dolbow of Gibbstown, N.J.,
a favorite on the show circuit who
deals in an eclectic mix of accessories.
“Nettie is the most exuberant of
our antiques dealers this year,” said
event manager Louise Jesse. “Her
enthusiasm is matched by her great
inventory.”
Mark Stulginsky returns to the
fair from Pennsylvania. He specializes in Majolica and painted country furniture.
Candace Fluman and Nancy Noll,
also of Pennsylvania, will exhibit
antique textiles and quilts.
Scott Ferris of Madison, N.Y., is
a regular show-circuit dealer. He
will exhibit a collection of ﬁrearms,
Civil War items, antique medical
and other military-related items.
Rebecca Perrine of Richmond
has a selection of ﬁne French and
European furniture and decorative
accessories.
Belmont and Landon of Richmond will bring a collection of ﬁne
furniture.
John Baxter of Baxter Designs
of Atlanta has a huge selection of
ﬁne prints, period smalls and art
objects.
Janet Fanto Antiques and Rare
Books of Easton, Md., was featured
in a Martha Stewart segment. She
and her husband, Jim, carry 17th-,
18th- and early 19th-century ceramics, furniture and garden ware.
Kathy Shelton of Shelton Gallery
and Fine Silver of Nashville, Tenn.,
will bring a sample of period American silver and art work.
Roberto Frontera-Suau of Elizabeth City, N.C., will exhibit vintage
clothing and accessories.
Newcomers include Keith
McCurry of Belton, S.C.; Tom
Delambre of Moss Point, Miss.;
Salli LaGrone of Franklin, Tenn.;
Shelton Gallery and Fine Silver of
Nashville; Jessica Pack Antiques of
Chapel Hill, N.C; Kent Lambert
of Baltimore, Md.; Veronica Komansky of Bridgeton, N.J.; Ostrich
Hill Farm Antiques of Lititz, Pa.;
Ashley Dettor, Antiques on Eleven
of Verona; and Ricki Schmidt of
Williamsburg and Garden Party
Antiques of Williamsburg.
Richmond dealers include Rose
Gallo, Robert and Deanna Taylor,
Berl Pitt and Louis Sikkelee. Jim
Francis of Kilmarnock will bring a

Fine Waterfront Properties

selection of period ﬁrearms.
Returning dealers include Len
Harmon of North Carolina and
Joanne McCandlish of Williamsburg.
The show is sponsored by the Lancaster County Historic Resources
Commission. Jesse, of Epping
Forest Antiques in Lively, is a
member of the commission.
Volunteers are needed to help
with the show and may call Jesse
at 462-7960, or email eppingforest
@rivnet.net.
Show hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
May 28 and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. May
29. No pets are allowed.
Admission is $5. Show cards at
businesses and newspaper ads offer
$1 off the admission, or clip this
article and bring it to the show for a
discount. Parking is free. The Corrotoman Hunt Club will provide
food and beverages.
For directions to Epping Forest,
call Louise Jesse at 804-462-7960, or
email at eppingforest@rivnet.net.

Luxurious Waterfront Living!
Gorgeous custom built home on
Betz Mill Creek with 5’+ MLW.
Nestled on 2.9 acres of beautiful,
secluded woodland. Minutes to the
Great Wicomico & the Bay!
$800,000
52 Acres on Totuskey Creek
Beautiful park-like setting with over
1000’+ of waterfront. Powerboat
depth with direct access to the
Rappahannock River.
$925,000

Rebecca Lemmon & Art DeMario
Bay / River Office, 387 Chesapeake Dr., White Stone, VA 22578

(804) 580-1238 or (804) 436-3290
www.nnkpremierproperty.com

Call us!
We always have
Truckload Pricing!

MasterCard

VISA

LAMBERTH

BUILDING MATERIALS, INC.
(804) 435-1695

White Stone, Va.

1-800-883-7599
www.lamberthbldg.com
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New travel guide invites travelers to ‘meet Virginia’
The “2005 Virginia is for
Lovers Travel Guide” reintroduces Virginia’s many vacation attributes to prospective
travelers with the tile, “Meet
Virginia.” The free guide is
available by calling (800)
932-5827 or by ordering it from
<Virginia.org>. It can also be
picked up from any of the
10 Virginia highway welcome
centers.
Four different covers of the

2005 guide showcase the same
state destinations, attractions,
accommodations
and
travel-related services. The
winter-recreation cover is a
photograph shot at Wintergreen
Resort illustrating some of Virginia’s popular cold-weather
activities.
Other covers include one shot
at Oasis Winery to highlight
Virginia’s wine and culinary
appeal; one along the Blue

Ridge Parkway, celebrating its
70th anniversary in 2005; and
one shot at Foxfield Races
in Charlottesville, illustrating
Virginia’s appeal to horse-lovers and those who love rolling
countryside.
Included in the new guide
are an expanded outdoor-activity section, a new winter-recreation, spread and thematic
travel ideas covering minor
league baseball, wineries, clas-

sic Virginia recipes, Virginia’s
Civil War and Civil Rights in
Education trails, the Crooked
Road music trail, pet-friendly
travel, and travel for persons
with disabilities in the state.
Highlights are featured for each
of the commonwealth’s eight
travel regions, and a wineways
map and events listings assist
visitors.
The comprehensive guide is
the state’s primary response

piece in its multifaceted advertising program directed at the
goal of having “more people
staying longer, spending more
money.” The guide demonstrates that “whatever you love
in a vacation you can find in
Virginia.”
Tourism annually generates
more than $15 billion in Virginia, supporting more than
280,000 jobs for Virginians.
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History

Size: 87 square miles.
Shoreline: 214 miles.
Population: 9,200.

Welcome to Mathews County
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Mathews County was an established shipbuilding center for the
Chesapeake Bay when it broke
away from Gloucester in 1791 to
become a separate county.
About that time, 12 sailing ships
over 20 tons each were built in a
single year in Mathews, which the
Chiskiake Indians had called Werowocomico.
Between 1790 and 1820, approximately a third of the ships built
in Virginia came from Mathews.
The sharp, fast vessels, popularly
known as Baltimore Clippers, were
built throughout the Chesapeake
Bay region. Before the War of
1812, these fast ships were simply
known as “Virginia built.”
In 1801, Congress authorized
the building of a lighthouse at the
county’s southern tip, Point New
Comfort. The stone structure still
towers over the Bay today, though
the land has eroded from around
it.
From 1802 to 1844, Mathews
was an official port of entry for
the registration and enrollment of
ships. During this period, 10,000
vessels called at the “Port of East
River.” The customs house stood at
Williams Wharf (marker 13), which
was a center of maritime activity
until the steamers quit running in
the 1940s.
Cricket Hill, near Gwynn’s Island,
was the site of one of the last
naval engagements of the Revolutionary War. In June 1776,
Continental forces bombarded the
British fleet and encampment on
Gwynn’s Island. Lord Dunsmore,
the last royal governor, was driven
from the colony, ending British
rule in Virginia.
When water was the highway,
boats were the standard means of
travel. The arrival of steamships
at Williams Wharf with cargo from
Norfolk, Newport News or Baltimore was a daily highlight.
World War II put most of the
steamboat lines out of business.
In 1942 the government requisitioned most of the bay and coastal
steamers for service in the war
effort.
Even before the war, faster
means of transportation and better
roads caused stiff competition for
the boats.
The last remaining steamboat
line, the Old Bay Line, stopped
its York River to Baltimore run in
1942. About 20 years later, the Old
Bay Line dropped passenger service between Baltimore and Norfolk.
The steamers stopped for good
in the spring of 1962.

Government
County administrator Stephen K.
Whiteway, 725-7172. Most county
government offices are in Mathews
Courthouse at the intersection of
Route 14 and 611. The main mailing address is P. O. Box 839,
Mathews, VA 23109. Except as
noted, county office hours are 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday.
Other frequently called numbers

The 57th Gwynn’s Island Festival is Saturday, June 25.
are: animal warden, 725-7177;
clerk of circuit court, 725-2550;
general district court, 758-4312;
landfill, 725-3000; parks and recreation, 725-7305 or 725-7171; wetlands board secretary, 725-5025;
zoning administrator 725-4034.
Tax rates (per $100): Real estate:
$.51; personal property (cars),
$3.60; boats, $1.50; other personal property, $2.14.

Chamber of Commerce
• Mathews County Chamber of
Commerce,
725-9029.
mathewschamber.com
• The Mathews Visitor and Information Center, on the corner of
Main and Church streets adjacent
to the historic courthouse, is open
Tuesday through Saturday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. 725-4bay (4229).
visitmathews.com.

Services
The Gwynn’s Island Drawbridge
on Route 223 operates 24 hours a
day. Boats have priority over cars
and bridge operators will open the
bridge only when the crossing boat
is in sight. Boats should sound
a horn (one long and one short
blast) to alert operator. Bridge
operator will answer with a similar
siren sound. The bridge operator
may be called on VHF radio channel 13, CB radio channel 11, or
by phone at 725-2853. The maximum width is 80 feet and there is
a deep channel (about 12 feet) on
the north side of the bridge opening. Several shoals in the area are
marked with day markers.
Special navigation notice:
Boaters should remember a navigation quirk in Milford Haven and
Hills Bay which reverses the navigational markers‚ meaning boaters traveling east towards the Bay
are considered to be going upriver
and red markers should be kept on
to the right through marker 12.
At marker 16, go back to standard
marker delineation.
Boaters traveling west and entering Hole in the Wall and Milford
Haven from the Bay should use

standard “red right returning”
through marker 16. Beginning at
marker 12, red should be kept to
the left.
Red markers should be kept to
the left through the narrows at the
bridge.
Trash disposal: The trash transfer station is on Route 14, two
miles west of Route 198. It is open
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursdays
through Tuesdays; closed Wednesdays. For more information call
725-2654 or 1-800-683-0922.
Recycling: The transfer station
accepts newspaper, glass, cardboard, aluminum, used motor oil,
antifreeze and numbers 1 and 2
plastics.
Day Care/baby-sitting: Day care
is provided for children ages six
weeks to 12 years by Westville Daycare on Main Street in Mathews.
Hours are 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Friday, 725-7640.
Churches: About 28 churches
serve Mathews County. Rev. Wayuen
Moore of the Mathews Christian
Ministers Association will assist
persons in finding a local church.
Call 725-2414.
ABC store: Main Street in
Mathews, 725-2100. Open 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m.
Veterinary services: Mathews
Veterinary Services, Route 198,
Blakes. 725-4123.

Recreation
Mathews Recreation Park is
next to Mathews High School. It
has a softball field, a basketball
court, a playground and two tennis
courts with lights.
Public water access: Most of
the following public access areas
may be used for fishing, picnicking and swimming. Some uses are
restricted at certain access points
and some sites are bordered closely
by private property; please avoid
trespassing:
• Auburn Public Landing off
Route 620 is on the North River.
• Bayside at the end of Route
633 on Gwynn’s Island at the Bay
is a very small beach.
• Davis Creek Landing, with a

175-foot pier, is on Route 689 and
leads to Mobjack Bay. It is used by
local watermen.
• Doctor’s Creek Landing is at
Route 691 and the Bay.
• Route 645 at the Bay has a
beach and a portable boat may be
launched there. Please observe no
trespassing signs.
• Haven Beach on Route 643 at
the Bay has a beach and a portable boat may be launched there.
• White’s Creek Public Landing
at Route 682 and the Bay is used
commercially now.
• Horn Harbor Landing is on
Route 698 at the Bay.
• Edwards Creek Public Dock on
Route 672 is used by local watermen.
• New Point Comfort Island at
the Bay is accessible only by boat
at high tide.
• New Point Comfort Observation Walkway is at the end of
Route 600 and offers a view of the
historic lighthouse.
• Winter Harbor Landing is at
Route 611 and Winter Harbor.
• Winter Harbor Haven is at
Route 608 and Winter Harbor.
• Warehouse Landing at Route
631 and Piankatank River.
• Piankatank River Landing on
Route 632, with beach.
• Roane’s Point Landing on
Route 630 accesses the Piankatank
River.
• Rose’s Creek is at Route 662
and the Bay and is used by local
watermen.
• Williams Wharf Landing is a
public access facility for small
engineless watercraft such as
canoes, kayaks, rowing shells and
small sailboats. There are two
floating docks for easy launching
of boats, and the facility also
offers opportunities to learn to
row for exercise or fun. At the end
of Route 614 (Williams Wharf Road)
off of Route 14, two miles south
of Mathews Courthouse, it is open
daily during daylight hours. It’s
the training site of the Mathews
High School and Mobjack Rowing

(more on the next page)
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Mathews County . . . .
(from the previous page)

Point Comfort Lighthouse, wetland
Association crew teams. Call Mimi areas and other sites are offered by
Ulsaker at 693-5160 to schedule Bay Trails Outfitters. Call 725-0626
lessons. Groups are encouraged but for reservations.
individuals can be coached privately as well. Boats and coaches
(To change or update Mathews
are provided.
information, contact tchillemi@
Kayak rentals and tours to New ssentinel.com)

REEDVILLE, VA: Waterfront
house. Weekly/weekends/
monthly, 4 BR, furnished, w/
heat/AC, den, LR, kitchen, 2
BA., lighted dock/ramp. Great
family vacation or fisherman’s
rental. 804-745-1422. email:
Rivahgal@Comcast.net.
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Jean’s Bargain Center
“Why Buy New When Used Will Do”
Open Monday, Thursday, Friday, & Saturday

Rt. 360 between Heathsville & Burgess

$ISCOVER $ELTAVILLE
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Vacation Rental

!

kk_\k`gf]D`[[c\j\o:flekp#k_\m`ccX^\f];\ckXm`cc\c`\jY\kn\\e
k_\IXggX_XeefZbXe[G`XebXkXebI`m\ijXkk_\\[^\f]k_\:_\j$
Xg\Xb\9Xp%@k`ji`Z_`enXk\id\eËj_`jkfipXjYfXkYl`c[`e^Xe[Ènfib`e^
fek_\nXk\iÉn\i\feZ\b\pZfdd\iZ`XcXZk`m`k`\j%
Kf[Xp#;\ckXm`cc\`jXk_i`m`e^kfli`jk[\jk`eXk`fen`k_fm\i*#'''YfXkj
YXj\[`ek_\Xi\XXe[jfd\(/dXi`eXjfe9ifX[:i\\b#AXZbjfe:i\\b
Xe[=`j_`e^9Xp%

,OTS TO DO IN $ELTAVILLE

J_fgg`e^`jXafpXkk_\dXepj_fgjXe[^Xcc\i`\jn`k_k_\`ij\c\Zk`fef]
Ôe\XikXe[^`]kj#n_`dj`ZXcnXi\j#eXlk`ZXc`k\djXe[I@M8?i\jfikn\Xi%
J_fgfeXkk_\=Xid\ijDXib\k\m\ip]flik_JXkli[Xp]ifd8gi`ck_ifl^_
Efm\dY\iXe[Ôe[\m\ipk_`e^]ifdÕfn\ijkf]ff[kfZiX]kjkfZcfk_`e^%
N_\epflËi\efkÔj_`e^#YfXk`e^fijn`dd`e^`ek_\Zfddle`kpgffc#jg\e[
XeX]k\ieffeYifnj`e^k_\e\n;\ckXm`cc\DXi`k`d\Dlj\ldXe[?fccpGf`ekEX$
kli\GXib#fiZc`dYk_\Jk`e^iXpGf`ekC`^_k_flj\i\gc`ZX%CXk\ife#pflZXeZXkZ_
Xj\d`$gifYXj\YXcc^Xd\Xkk_\cfZXcgXibfi_\X[flk]fiXY`k\kf\Xk%
PfliZ_f`Z\j]fi[`e`e^[\jk`eXk`fejiXe^\]ifdX^flid\kZf]]\\Xe[
gXjkipj_fgkfY`jkif$jkpc\#j\X]ff[finXk\i]ifeki\jkXliXekj#n`k_X
c`kkc\cfle^\e`^_kc`]\k_ifne`ekfk_\d`o]fi^ff[d\Xjli\GXikp`e^
fepfliYfXkfiY\XZ_6DXepf]k_\nfe[\i]lc;\ckXm`cc\i\jkXliXekj
f]]\iZXk\i`e^Xe[kXb\flk#Xjn\cc

,OTS TO SEE IN $ELTAVILLE

?\i`kX^\;Xp:\c\YiXk`fe1GXiX[\j#9Xj\YXcc>Xd\j#8ikj#:iX]kj#C`m\
Dlj`Z#=ff[#=`i\nfibj#Xe[=le
Jflk_\ie:_\jXg\Xb\C\lb\d`X:lgI\^XkkXJ\i`\j1JX`cIXZ\N\\b$
\e[#Ale`fiJX`c$X$k_fe#BXpXbj#8ikJ_fn#8lZk`fe%
8eelXc?fccpGf`ek8ikJ\X]ff[=\jk`mXc
AXZbjfe:i\\b9fXkKfli1:il`j\k_\:i\\bXk:_i`jkdXjk`d\Xe[j\\
JXekX#kff 

804-580-2850

:f]]\\:i\Xk`fej
;\ckXm`cc\Ëj:f]]\\9Xi
>flid\kZf]]\\j#NiXgj#GXe`e`j#
JXe[n`Z_\jJf]k$J\im\@Z\:i\Xd
/'+ ..-$'*'*
;\ckXm`cc\;\ek`jkip
:%9\eC\eefe#;%;%J%
:fjd\k`ZI\jkfiXk`m\
=Xd`cp;\ek`jkip
/'+ ..-$0+/+
EfikfeËjPXZ_kJXc\j#@eZ%
N\[ifgg\[fliXeZ_fi`e;\ckXm`cc\
k_i\\^\e\iXk`fejX^f
?lek\iA\Xee\XlPXZ_kj
JX`c`e^JZ_ffc:_Xik\ij
nnn%efikfepXZ_kj%Zfd
/'+ ..-$0)((
GXkËj>Xcc\ip>`]kj#Ck[%
:ljkfd]iXd`e^Xj`kj_flc[Y\%
=iXd\jXe[dXkjkfÔk
Xccpfli]iXd`e^e\\[j%
/'+ ..-$.(-'
PXk\j?flj\
=`e\8ikXe[:iX]k>Xcc\ip
Fi`^`eXc<Zc\Zk`Z
Jfd\k_`e^]fi\m\ipkXjk\
/'+ ..-$/,',
K_\>Xcc\p
;\ckXm`cc\Ëj]Xmfi`k\^Xk_\i`e^gcXZ\
Jk\XbjJ\X]ff[=le
:fd\\eafpflie\n[\Zfi
flifi`^`eXc>Xcc\p99Hi\Z`g\
/'+ ..-$-'+'

,OTS TO LOVE IN $ELTAVILLE
M`j`knnn%[\ckXm`cc\%ZfdXe[[`jZfm\i;\ckXm`cc\]fipflij\c]

38

The Rivah Visitor’s Guide

Mathews
plans monthly
yard sales
If you drive down the back roads
in Mathews County on any Summer
Saturday morning you will likely
find at least a dozen yard sales. Since
these events inherently depend on
drive-by traffic, and Mathews is
blessed with very little of that, it
seems to make sense to offer a more
central location.
To that end, the Mathews County
Visitor & Information Center
(McVIC) is sponsoring a monthly
CommunityYard Sale the last Saturday of each month, May 28 through
October 22, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
in the county parking lot next to
Tompkins Cottage.
Reservations are required. Participants will rent a space for $10 from
McVIC, which will advertise the
event in area papers and on the website <visitmathews.com>. There are
no restrictions on type of goods
sold, other than for “unsuitable” or
illegal material. Vendors are responsible for cleaning up their area
at the end of the day. Any “leftovers” will be donated to Hands
Across Mathews, Laurel Shelter,
New Beginnings Thrift Shop—or
the dump.
In addition to benefiting Mathews
yard-salers, this effort is also
intended to increase business for
downtown merchants, restaurants
and the Court Green Farmers
Market.
Spaces are limited; those interested are encouraged to call ahead
for reservations. Contact the
Mathews County Visitor & Information Center at (804) 725-4229 or
<mcvic@visitmathews.com>.
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Your Dream,
Our Mission.

Around here, neighbors help each other out. That’s just one of the many reasons why
we enjoy living and working in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula. And why you
should not be surprised by our commitment to help you with your financial needs.
Bank of Lancaster has been part of this community for 75 years now, and with
our knowledge and expertise we can help you acquire the property you want. Unlike
out-of-town lenders, we can adapt to the unconventional demands of this community
and customize mortgages and other loans to your specific needs. We even offer a
combination purchase-renovation loan to make your dream home become a reality.
So give us a call or drop in today, and let us help you find
a common sense solution to your lending needs.

th

Main Office: (804) 435-1171
Toll Free: 1-800-435-1140
www.bankoflancaster.com
Our Residential Lending Team
Member FDIC • Federal Reserve System
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Mathews YMCA
plans summer
youth camps
For the first time ever, the
Mathews Family YMCA will be
holding Camp Kekoa, a summer
day camp for youngsters ages 5-12.
Registration is under way.
There will be four, two-week sessions (June 27-July 8; July 11-22;
July 25-August 5; and August 8-19).
Parents will drop off their children at
Thomas Hunter Middle School for
the camp, which runs from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Pre-camp and post-camp
services are available for working
parents at no added cost, from 7 to
9 a.m. and 4 to 6 p.m.
“Passport To Adventure” is the
overall theme of the summer camp,
with each week taking on a specific
country or region, such as “Made
in the U.S.A.,” “Orient Express,”
“Adventure to the Outback” and
“Euro-Railing.”
Activities include swimming, arts
and crafts, games, nature walks,
sports, songs and much more. Each
two-week session includes field trips
for such activities as bowling, rollerskating, amusement parks, movies
and outings to parks and beaches.
Most weekly field trips and special
events are covered in the camp fees,
with the exception of amusement
park trips, which are $15 for Kings
Dominion and Water Country USA;
$20 for Busch Gardens.
The fee for each two-week session is $135 for YMCA members;
$165 for non-members. There is
also a one-time registration fee of
$30 ($40 for non-members), which
covers camp T-shirt and backpack.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.
Registration is open to everyone
and, depending on space, registration will continue at the YMCA
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Payment for the first session your
child is attending must be paid in
full upon registration. A non-refundable deposit of $30 per child, per
session, may be used to reserve a
space for future sessions. Parents
must bring a school physical, shot
record and birth certificate to registration.
For more information, call the
Mathews Family YMCA at (804)
725-1488.
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JUNE AIR DUCT CLEANING SPECIAL

$50 off Expires June 30, 2005
Rotobrush™ Air Duct Cleaning

(804) 462-7700

WANT ONE?

Hinkley

POOL

Regency

GlKilmarnock
oucester

Murray
Feiss

• You could be swimming in
ten days or less!!
• Forty years experience
• Financing Available

Hunter

Hometown Lighting Showroom

ZZZKRPHWRZQOLJKWLQJFRP
Toll
Free: 1-877-655-5267 www.hometownlighting.com
QUALITY PRODUCTS ■ LOWEST PRICES AROUND

What’s your
purse-onality?

Bates, LLC
804-580-5464
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Find it at . . .

Sailing camp
planned on
East River
Two sessions of the East River
Sailing Camp will be held at Williams Wharf in Mathews. The
first runs from June 27-July 1;
the second from July 4-8. Camp
hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Call the Mathews YMCA at
725-1488 for more information.
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BAY RESTORATION
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Tuesday - Saturday 10 am-5 pm
Sunday 1 pm-5 pm by chance or by appt.
422 Chesapeake Drive (next to Peppers)
White Stone, Virginia
Debbie Davis
804-436-8300
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Museums & Exhibits in the Bay Region
Carter Reception
Center and Museum

to education.
Built in 1937 in the Colonial
Revival style, A. T. Johnson High
School was the first public education facility serving African American students in Westmoreland. The
school was named for Armstead
Tasker Johnson, a black educator
and community leader instrumental in its construction.
The facility served as a high
school from 1937-1969 and as a
junior high school from 1970-1998.
The museum opened in 2000 as a
result of extensive planning and
preparation by members of the A.
T. Johnson Alumni Association.
The structure is listed on the
Virginia Landmarks Register and
the National Register of Historic
Places. Its interior retains a high
degree of architectural integrity.
The entryway, a large multi-purpose room, principal’s office, library
room and classrooms are preserved. Original wainscoting, chair
rails, baseboards, picture molding,
9-light doors and 3-light transoms
are evident throughout the building.
The museum is open on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Sundays from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
and other times by appointment,
493-7070.

A visit to the adjacent Carter
Reception Center and Museum completes a tour of historic Christ
Church. The complex is at the
intersection of Routes 646 and 709
between Irvington and Weems.
Christ Church was completed
circa 1735 and financed by Robert
“King” Carter of Lancaster County,
who died in 1732. It is the only virtually unchanged Colonial Church
in America, retaining its original
high-backed pews and rare triple-decker pulpit with sounding
board.
The museum houses the original communion silver engraved by
order to the Parish Vestry in 1720.
The church is open to the public
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., free
of charge. The reception center and
museum are open April through
November from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Saturday and 2
p.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays. Call ahead
for group tours, 438-6855.

Museum at Colonial Beach

The Museum at Colonial Beach
is housed in the former Hoffman
Gas Building (circa 1893) at the
corner of Hawthorn and Washington Streets.
The museum depicts Colonial
Beach heritage through various
artifacts donated or on loan from
local residents. Collections continue to grow as the community
becomes more involved in the project, spearheaded by the Colonial
Beach Historical Society. Emphasis
is on the period from 1890 through
1958 when the town was a busy
river tourism attraction that drew
huge summer crowds.
The museum is open Saturdays
and Sundays from noon to 3 p.m.
and other times by appointment.
224-8220.

Deltaville
Maritime Museum

The Deltaville Maritime Museum
and Holly Point Nature Park operate under the auspices of the Deltaville Community Association. The
museum and park are on 30 acres
just off General Puller Hwy. (Rt.
33) on Jackson Creek Road and Rt.
660 east of the village of Deltaville.
In the boat shop visitors can see
under construction a Wright Skiff,
the flat-bottomed utility boat typical of Deltaville boats. In the
museum, artifacts and models from
when Deltaville was the “Boat
Building Capital of the Chesapeake” are being gathered and displayed. An outside boatshed has
been built that houses a log canoe
and several other early boats.
Future plans include exercise stations along the trail and a nautical
playground.
Around the museum, the Nature

Kinsale Museum’s premier exhibit traces the genealogy of
village residents. Many Kinsale natives descended from the
nation’s founding families, including the Lees and the Washingtons. The display also includes resources for people interested
in drawing their own family tree.
Park offers a tranquil retreat right
on the banks of Mill Creek. Bird
watching, picnicking or walking the
nature trail through a fish shaped
wildflower meadow are activities
available now. Future plans include
a children’s garden, exercise stations along the trail and a nautical
playground.
The park is open daily from 9
a.m. until dusk. The museum is
open Wednesday - Saturday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sunday from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. For certain programs, admission will be charged
to non-members.
For more information about
membership, programs and events,
go to www.deltavilleva.com and
click on the museum website, or
call 804-776-7200 during museum
hours.

Essex County Museum

The Essex County Museum, 218
Water Lane in Tappahannock, is
surrounded by the town’s historic
buildings and near the courthouse
green and historic Ritchie House.
Continuing museum exhibits
include pre-historic fossils, native
American and colonial artifacts,
and items from the American Revolution, Bacon’s Rebellion, the Civil
War, and World Wars I & II. Steam-

boat travel on the Rappahannock
River is detailed, along with other
periods of interest.
New exhibits on display from
May 13 through June 20 are “Stony
the Road: Desegregating America’s Schools,” which is a traveling
exhibit from the Black History &
Cultural Center of Virginia, and “A
Journey by Faith: History of Early
Black Education in Essex County.”
Another exhibit, “A Family Political Dynasty,” featuring the Garnett family, will be an ongoing
display throughout the year.
The museum gift shop offers
books and other items of interest
about Essex County and the Northern Neck. Hours are Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Monday, 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m., and Sunday 1 to 3 p.m.
Walking tours are available by reservation. 443-4690.

A. T. Johnson Museum

The A. T. Johnson Museum at
18849 Kings Highway near Montross preserves the history and
legacy of education for African
American students in the Northern
Neck, especially in Westmoreland
County.
The museum is a depository for
collections, artifacts, memorabilia,
documents and other items related

Kilmarnock Museum

The Kilmarnock Museum at 76
North Main Street features displays and exhibits focusing on
Kilmarnock’s past and present,
including areas of commerce and
banking; maritime, seafood and
agricultural concerns; schools,
churches and social customs; and
children’s interests.
The rotating exhibit, Lancaster
County’s High School Bands, will
be featured through the month of
June. The exhibit will highlight
the history and accomplishments
of the county’s high school band
program from the 1950s to 2005.
New to the museum’s permanent collection is a miniature of
Leon Rice’s Soda Shoppe, made
and donated by Nancy Clark.
Behind Those Happy Smiles, Ed
Layman’s new book about growing
up in Kilmarnock, may be purchased at the museum. Also available is When Dabba Was Young,
Growing Up In A Fine Little Town
Called Kilmarnock, a history of Kilmarnock through the eyes of Catherine Blake Hathaway.
The museum is open Thursday
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. 436-9100.

an Act Of Assembly in 1706, the
town is named for a small Irish
seaport in County Cork. The name
is thought to have derived from
the Gaelic Cean Saile, meaning
“Head of the salt water.”
Among the most active ports
on the Potomac in Colonial days
through the steamship era, Kinsale
is the oldest port town on the Virginia side of the Potomac.
The museum is dedicated to the
preservation, collection, exhibition
and interpretation of local history.
It’s in a late 19th century barroom, which was used as a meat
market in the 1920’s; next door is
a soda fountain built in 1922, and
the 1909 Bank of Kinsale building
stands just off the green beside
the Kinsale Motor Corp. building
(1919).
At the foot of Steamboat Hill
is the old Kinsale Wharf, a hub
of activity for some 350 years.
See it for yourself and imagine
the schooners, sloops, pungies,
warships, steamers, tugs, pleasure
boats and barges seeking a deepwater port.
The museum is open Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sundays from 2 to 5 p.m.
Exhibits and artifacts depicting
Kinsale’s exciting years and walking tours are featured throughout
the year. 472-3001.

Gloucester
Museum of History

The Gloucester Museum of History and visitor‚s center is in the
Botetourt Building on Main Street
(Route 17 Business) near the historic Courthouse Square.
The building, built about 1770,
was New’s Ordinary, a roadside
tavern where travelers could get a
meal and rent a room. It is one
of the few brick taverns surviving
from the pre-revolutionary period.
In 1971, the county received the
first historic preservation award
from the Association for Preservation of Virginia Antiquities for
restoring and finding a functional
use for the building.
Permanent exhibits at the
museum include Native American
artifacts dating to 800 B.C., copies
of a 1655 land gift from an Indian
tribe, artifacts from the Old Free
School House (ca. 1676), Civil War
relics, and items from Hotel Botetourt, an Old Country Store and
the Bank of Gloucester.
Current exhibits include memorabilia from the Gloucester High
School class of 1954.
The museum is open Mondays
through Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3
Kinsale Museum
The Kinsale Museum is “On The p.m. and Saturdays from noon to 4
Green” in the heart of the historic p.m. Call 693-1234 or 693-2659.
village of Kinsale on Route 203,
off Route 202.
Gwynn’s Island Museum
Located on a low bluff at the
The Gwynn’s Island Museum,
head of a branch of the Yeocomico open 1 to 5 p.m. each Friday,
River, Kinsale has enjoyed a rich
maritime history. Established by
(more on the next page)
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more Museums & Exhibits
(from the previous page)
Saturday and Sunday May through
October, has two floors of exhibits,
a research library and gift shop.
Visits by groups of eight or more
can be arranged on weekdays by
appointment. Admission is free,
but the museum depends on donations and contributions to maintain the building and exhibits.
Exhibits include the pulpit and
church artifacts from Rising Run
Baptist Church built in 1897,
an original 1774 tithing book,
an 1898 debutante’s dress, items
relating to the Black American history of Gwynn’s Island, and prehistoric artifacts (metates) in the
Indian collection.
Other exhibits include an extensive history on the life of Captain
John Smith and his connection to
Gwynn’s Island. This exhibit was
compiled by John W. Dixon of
Cherry Point.
Also on display is a collage of
photographs of Chesapeake Bay
lighthouses and a lightship, representative of the 1890-1915 timeperiod, on which a native of
Gwynn’s Island served. Some family photographs and a narrative are
included.
Among items available in the
museum gift shop is the newly
revised edition of Gwynn’s Island
by David Ryan and a history book
containing the first comprehensive
account of the black residents of
Gwynn’s Island from the 1600s to
the 1900s.
Included in the new exhibits
this year is a large collection of
antique medical instruments from
the estate of the late Mathews
physician, Dr. James Warren Dorsey
Haynes, and the old Grimstead
Post Office (complete with postmaster).
The museum is on Route 633
at Rose Lane. From Route 198 at
Hudgins, take Route 223. After
about two miles, it turns into Route
633 (Old Ferry Road). The museum
is on the left just past the Gwynn’s
Island Cemetery. 725-7949.

Mary Ball
Washington Museum

The Mary Ball Washington
Museum, named for George
Washington’s mother, is on Route
3 in the heart of Lancaster Court
House. Mary Ball Washington was
born just a few miles up the county
at what is now known as Pepping
Forest.
The museum is housed in a fivebuilding complex on the Court
House Green across the highway
from the historic Lancaster County
courthouse. The complex includes
the Old County Jail (1819) and
first Clerk’s Office (1797) as living
history museums.
Special exhibits focusing on Lancaster County and the lower Northern Neck in the Lancaster House

(circa 1800) include textiles, the
Colonial tobacco trade, waterways
of the Chesapeake Bay, Ball-Washington family memorabilia and the
Civil War. A gift shop and the
museum headquarters also are in
Lancaster House.
Other attractions include a
genealogical and historical research
library and walking tours of the
Court House green. The museum is
open to the public from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.
Admission is $2.
The genealogy library is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday. There is a
$5 search fee for non-members.
The entire Court House area
is designated an Historic District
and is on both the Virginia and
the National Registers of Historic
Places. 462-7280.

ville offers visitors a glimpse of
the rich heritage of the fishermen
and watermen of Virginia’s Northern Neck and the Chesapeake Bay.
In addition to the Covington
Building housing its permanent
and changing exhibit galleries, the
museum features the Pendelton
Building with its boat and model
workshops and the historic William Walker House. Built in 1875,
this is the oldest still standing
in Reedville and its restored interior is that of a typical waterman’s
home of the late 19th century.
In the water, the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum showcases the
Claud W. Somers, a 42-foot skipjack built in 1911, which offers
tours twice monthly, and the Elva
C., a 55-foot traditional workboat
built in 1922, which offers tours
to members only.
The museum is open daily from
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through
October. Admission is $5 for
adults and free for children under
12. For more information, call
453-6529 or visit the web site at
www.rfmuseum.org.

Middlesex County Museum

The Middlesex County Museum in
Saluda (777 General Puller Hwy.)
is a short half-block west on Business Route 17 from the Middlesex
County Courthouse. It is open
Wednesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to
3 p.m.
The museum features a large
country store exhibit, the super
center of yesteryear. Memorabilia
and medals of Lt. General Lewis B.
(Chesty) Puller USMC (Ret.), the
most decorated Marine in the history of the United States Marine
Corps, are displayed.
A new exhibit this summer is
entitled “The Boys of Summer—
Highlights of Middlesex County
Baseball History.”
The museum also features a variety of other county memorabilia,
including Civil War military items,
Indian relics, a mastodon tooth,
maritime items(including the pen
and ink ship drawings of Dr. A. L.
Van Name, long-time county physician, retired), agricultural and
industrial tools, toys and personal
effects.
The exhibits are free and open
to the public. Membership is available and donations help operate
the museum. Volunteers are welcome.
The museum was founded in
1935 by the Middlesex County
Women’s Club and The Federal Art
Project, a branch of the Works
Progress Administration (WPA). It
was closed during World War II,
but was reopened at the time of
the national Bicentennial in 1976.
A gift shop sells books by local
authors Larry S. Chowning, Louise
E. Gray, Mary W. Buxton and Bessida Cauthorne White, and Historic
Buildings in Middlesex County Virginia 1650-1875, which has been
reprinted. Other books are A History
of African-Americans in Middlesex
County 1646-1992 and Cemeteries
in Middlesex County, Virginia. Books
of old marriage, voting and census
records for genealogical research
are for sale. Maps and information

Richmond County Museum

Reedville Fishermen’s Museum celebrates oystering as a way
of life with an exhibition. The show includes old tools of the
trade, photographs and detailed descriptions of the processes
involved from harvesting to eating. It’s on display through
August 28.
on other museums and local attrac- placed when Pocahontas saved his
life at Werawocomoco (Wicomico)
tions are available. 758-3663.
in Gloucester County.
Wicomico is also the location
Morattico
of Powhatan’s Chimney, the recWaterfront Museum
reated chimney of the home that
The
Morattico
Waterfront Capt. John Smith ordered to be
Museum is housed in the former built for Chief Powhatan, father
Morattico General Store building of Pocahontas. It was built of a
(circa 1901) at 6584 Morattico particular kind of marl composed
Road.
of shells dug from the York River
The museum offers exhibits banks. Restored in 1934 by the
related to country storekeeping, Association for the Preservation of
watermen’s activities and agricul- Virginia Antiquities, the chimney
ture in the former working water- is on Powhatan’s Drive in the Powmen’s village. Also on display hatan’s Subdivision at Wicomico.
are native American artifacts and
The Pocahontas statue was
photos and documents relating to erected in 1994 at the intersection
the village’s history.
of Belroi Road and Main Street in
The museum is open May through Gloucester Courthouse. It depicts
October on Saturdays and Sundays a 12 or 13-year old Pocahontas,
from noon to 4 p.m.
the age at which it is believed she
saved John Smith’s life.
The museum is open on the
Pocahontas Museum
The Pocahontas Museum at second Saturday of each month
Gloucester Courthouse has infor- through October from 1 to 4 p.m.
mation, artifacts and pictures relat- by appointment, phone 693-2795.
ing to the Indian Pocahontas,
Captain John Smith and the Pow- Reedville
hatan Indians. On display is a rock
traditionally known as the one on Fishermen’s Museum
The
Reedville
Fishermen’s
which Capt. John Smith’s head was
Museum on Main Street in Reed-

The Richmond County Museum is
on East Richmond Road in Warsaw
in the county’s old jail. Built in
1872, the jail was previously used
as an office for the board of education and court.
The museum includes three galleries and exhibit rooms and an
office. Two gallery areas are on
the lower level and a children’s
museum is on the second floor.
The jail’s hanging chamber is
also on the second floor and is a
point of interest.
Through July 30, the museum
will feature the exhibit, “Warsaw:
The Polish Connection or How the
Town Got Its Name,” which will
explain the town’s development
and the reason behind its name.
A summer exhibit, “A Day in
the Life of Richmond County”,
will open on June 25. The photographic exhibit will feature people
in the county on a typical day -going to work and school, shopping, attending meetings, fishing.
It documents daily life in rural,
small town Virginia. The exhibit
will run through Labor Day.
On permanent display at the
museum is a scale model of the
historic 1748 Richmond County
Courthouse, the third oldest courthouse in Virginia. Made and presented to the museum by Robert
Butler of Kilmarnock, the model
depicts the courthouse in 1755,
highlighting the original classic
Palladian architectural style popular during the 18th century.
The museum is open Wednesday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Group tours may be arranged
by calling 333-3607.

(more on page 43)
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“Providence Point” on Carter Creek
featured in the May 2005 issue of Soundings Magazine

Distinctive Waterfront Homes

more Museums & Exhibits
(from page 41)

Steamboat Era Museum

The new Steamboat Era Museum
at 156 King Carter Drive in Irvington preserves the history of the
Chesapeake Bay steamboat era of
the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
The main hall currently houses
the exhibit “Properly Attired,” a
collection of vintage clothing from
the steamboat era. Also on display
are vignettes of popular venues of
the time including Wharton Grove,
White Stone Beach and the Holly
Ball gala.
Among the permanent exhibits
are a diorama of Irvington’s steamboat wharf in the 1920’s, artwork,
photography, maps, and memorabilia. There is an outdoor exhibit
of the pilothouse of the steamboat
“Potomac.”
Summer hours for the museum
are Thursday through Saturday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with suggested
donations of $4. For more information, call (804) 438-6888.

Tompkins Cottage

Near the Mathews Courthouse is
Tompkins Cottage, a museum and
headquarters of the Mathews Historical Society. The oldest wooden
structure in the courthouse, it was

used by Christopher Tompkins as
a general store starting in 1816.
He was the father of Captain Sally
Tompkins, the only woman officer
in the Confederate Army and the
first woman to be commissioned
in the armed forces of the United
States.
In later years, the cottage served
a variety of commercial and domestic uses. Antiques and memorabilia
now furnish the rooms.
The museum houses a permanent exhibit of Mathews County
history in its front reception room.
Also included is an area of changing exhibits, a wonderful county
map, and a sales area offering
several publications concerning
Mathews history and related gift
items.
Of interest is an exhibit on New
Point Comfort Lighthouse, which
was completed in 1806 and still
stands today.
There is no admission charge
but donations are welcome. The
museum is open Fridays and
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. through October and by
appointment. 725-4332.

is open Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Visitors
will find aquariums, audiovisual
displays, and life-sized models to
help them better understand and
appreciate the marine ecosystems
of the Chesapeake Bay.
The visitor center has seven
aquariums with species that are
common in the Chesapeake Bay
as well as some tropical species
that periodically enter the Bay on
the Gulf Stream. Sea horses, crabs,
blennies, flounder and pufferfish
are often on display. An oyster reef
tank houses live oysters and fishes
that live among the reefs.
A shallow-water Caribbean tank
showcases a green moray eel, gobies, royal grammas and a good
collection of Caribbean algae. A
“touch tank” offers hands-on experience with a variety of crabs,
clams, sponges, sea whips and
more.
Drop by Saturdays from June 4
through June 25 between 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. for VIMS Summer Saturdays. At 10:30, you’re welcome to
join in a short walk to the beach
to collect and observe aquatic animals. Some participants will have
the chance to try a seine net so
Virginia Institute
wear clothes and shoes you can
of Marine Science
get wet and muddy. Children are
The visitor center for the Virginia also invited to gather for a noonInstitute of Marine Science (VIMS) time story featuring critters from
the sea.
Guided tours of VIMS are offered
on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. from
May 27 through August 26. Highlights include VIMS’ Aquarium/
Visitor Center, a research laboratory, and Teaching Marsh. In

Summer
Elegance...

(more on page 50)
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An inviting fantasy with many treasures!

Come and sit for a spell . . .
329 Chesapeake Dr.

804-436-1984
www.pennylaneantiques.com

“the little purple house in White Stone”
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday by chance or by appointment

