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                   America
America makes me strong and gives me cour-

age to face many hard challenges.  I love America.  
York Town is the town that the Revolutionary War 
ended.  The things I like about America mean a lot 
to me. 

Mark Jespersen, Grade 1 

Our Country
America is a country.  The fl ag has stars and stripes, 

and the colors are red, white, and blue.  The Liberty 
Bell got a crack when they rang it.  America is a free 
land.  The Bald Eagle is brown and white.  It is a 
symbol of America.

Laura Stickler, Grade 1

      stArs and stripes
                               freedoM
                           The Bald EaglE
                                          LibeRty Bell
                                      red, whIte, and blue
                                                  Country
                                               fl Ag
                                  Cole Schomer, Grade 1

        

America is great.
America is fun.
I Love America because it is a good place.
Brittany smith, Grade 1

I love America because we have food.
I love America because it is a great place to live.
Nicole Saunders, Grade 1

When I think about America I think of the bald 
eagle, 4th of July, the American fl ag and Washington 
D.C. because they represent our country.

Emily Haydon, Grade 1

I love America because on Independence Day (4th of 
July) it is America’s birthday.

John Richardson, Grade 1

What America means to me is love, hope, faith, 
the Statue of Liberty, red, white, and blue, free-
dom, caring for others, Abe Lincoln, and beauty!

Mary Kathryn Hall, Grade 1

America makes me feel loved.  
America is hope.
America is my favorite place in the whole wide 

world!
Kalin Benza, Grade 1

      America is
     The USA
                        AbrahaM Lincoln
                                   rEd, white and blue
                          Betsy Ross
               LIberty Bell
                              the Constitution
                           the fl Ag
Reva Hudson, Grade 1

       America is…
  The bAld eagle
            freedoM
                red, whitE, and blue
                              Rules and laws
                             IIberty and justice for all
                              Columbus
        Our capitol WAshington D.C.
Caleb Smith, Grade 1

               America
I love America.  It makes me happy and strong.  

We have freedom and courage.  We are the richest 
country in the world.  America is a very nice place.  
The U.S. fl ag is our fl ag.  America means a lot to 
me.

Ellie Hyde, Grade 1

Brittany Pezzano, Grade 2

To the Citizens of Lancaster County

   The theme for this year’s anthology is “America” . As a citizen of the United States 
of America, we are privileged to live in the greatest country in the world. America 
means many things to many people. We hope you will enjoy reading and seeing the 
many and varied ways our students express their love and appreciation for America.

   The disastrous events of 9/11 instilled a new sense of identity in America on what 
it actually means to be an American. For a moment, our differences were put aside 
as we joined as one in the midst of tragedy. Unfortunately, that brief moment of 
unity has passed. Communities appear to be divided along imaginary boundary lines 
that tend to transcend state boundaries. If one takes a close look at America, one 
would see the unity that was evident at 9/11 was not long lived.

   America’s strength comes not only from her military, but also from the wide- vari-
ety of people and ideas that comprise our nation. One of the greatest things about 
America is that we all have the freedom to share contrasting opinions. Thoughtful 
open discussion is one of the best ways to advance in an ever-changing world, and 
our commitment to freedom has helped America become the world power that it is 
today. However, we must all realize that this freedom is fragile, and it takes a com-
mitment from all Americans to keep it intact. Many past-Americans have struggled 
for the freedoms that we take for granted today, and there is danger when we fail 
to commit to upholding freedoms for all. This failure will only weaken our nation, 
America.

   Regardless of racial, ethnic, or religious affi liation, we all want the best for Amer-
ica. When we pledge allegiance, we are not only honoring the America of today, we 
are also paying tribute to all of the Americans who fought to make America a better 
place for all. As Americans, we need to recognize and accept our differences and 
focus on the many things that unite us. For it is only when we are united, that Amer-
ica can truly be strong.

   Appreciation is etended to the Rappahannock Record, Mrs. Bernadette Puckett, 
Ms. Marilyn Sprouse, and all the students who have contributed to this 15th Annual 
Lancaster County Public School Anthology.

Randolph H. Latimore, Sr., Ed.D.
 Division Superintendent
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                  stArs and stripes      
          freedoM                                                             

The Bald EaglE
             LibeRty Bell                  
         red, whIte, and blue            
                    Country
                  fl Ag
Cole Schomer, Grade 1

America
America is awesome

Make sure you follow responsibilities in America
Everybody loves America because we are a land of freedom.

Recycle your cans in America.
I love America so much I even live in America.

Can you stop everybody from polluting in America.
America has 50 states for people to live in.

Kelsey Clarke, Grade 2

America is a free country.
“My Country Tis of Thee” is a song about America.

Religion in America is a choice.
In America the people vote for the President.

Colonists were the fi rst settlers to live in America.
America is a great place to live.

Taylor Woolard, Grade 2

America is peaceful.
Men work hard to keep America free.

Eagles are a great symbol for this country.
Red, white, and blue are the colors of the fl ag.

I think America is the best country.
Countries all over the world have tried to be as strong as America.

America, I love you!
Jonathan Seal, Grade 2

America is famous for apples and baseball.  
At baseball games we eat hot dogs.  

All over America, you can see the Ameri-
can fl ag.  

The Fourth of July is my favorite holiday in 
America.  

We have the right to vote in America.  
We have freedom

Alexis Smith, Grade 2

Emily Lux, Grade 2

John Savoy, Grade 2

Justin Hudnall, Grade 2

America is a country in North America.
Many people live in America.

Everyday people leave their countries and try to come to 
America.

Red and white stripes are on the American fl ag.  They stand 
for the fi rst 13 states in the United States.

Indians discovered America many years ago.
Children say the pledge to honor America.

America is the place where I live and I will honor it.
John Savoy, Grade 2

What America Means to Me
America is my country.
My country’s bird is the bald eagle.
Eagles are brave and bold.
Right to vote.
I like being an American.
Come and visit the White House.
America is free.

Justin Hudnall, Grade 2

           America
To me, America is more than just any 
old country.  To me, America means 
freedom, liberty, and justice for all.  I 

love you America
Joel Spiers, Grade 2

    America
We are lucky to have food, shelter, a place to sleep, and school to learn 

things.  We have charities for people who were in the tsunamis and hurri-
canes.  The charities give people money to build their houses and send food so 

they can eat.
Jordan Hodges, Grade 2
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America is a wonderful place to live.
Most people come to America for freedom.
Everyone in America can sing the Star Spangled Banner
Remember that America has fi fty states and that Washington, D.C. is America’s capital.
I knew that the Liberty Bell celebrates our freedom, Uncle Sam is a symbol for the United States of America and  the bald eagle is our   
   national bird.
Can you stop everyone from littering in America?
Almost everyone in school has to know why people come to America and it’s because they needed freedom.
A M E R I C A
America
Allashia Muschette, Grade 2

 America
I like America because there is freedom.  Children are allowed to go to school.  

If you have money you can buy food or if you go to the store there are some free 
foods.  You can make some friends and live next to them.  I like that you can live 

in any state that you want.
July Traylor, Grade 2

     When I think of America, I think of two groups of people who help us every-
day.

     One of them is fi remen.  They put their life on the line for other people every 
day.  If there’s an accident, fi remen are there.  If there’s a fi re, fi remen are there.  
That’s what makes fi remen special.

     Another group of people is the Marines.  Some people think how do they help 
us?  The Marines help keep us free and that’s what makes them special.

     When I think of America, I think of the people who help us.
Monty Hurst, Grade 3

     When I think of America, I think of the American Flag.  The American Flag 
has 13 red and white stripes for the original 13 colonies.  The American Flag also 
has 50 stars for the 50 states.  We say the Pledge of Allegiance to the fl ag every 
day at school. 

     The second thing I think of is freedom.  Freedom means we are free.  The 
troops fi ght for our freedom.  Independence Day is a holiday to celebrate our 
freedom from England.  That’s what I think about America.

Trenae Henderson, Grade 3

                            America
     When I think of America I think of all the 

symbols, speeches, and presidents.  My favorite 
symbol is the bald eagle because you can do a lot 
of drawing pictures with it.  The second reason it 
is my favorite is it looks so free when it’s fl ying.  
This reminds me of our country’s freedom from 
England many years ago.

     My favorite speech was the famous speech 
John F. Kennedy gave, “Don’t think of what your 
country can do for you, but think what you can do 
for your country.”  The reason I like this speech is 
because I think that is what everyone should do as 
a citizen.

     My favorite president is Abraham Lincoln 
because he freed the slaves and made them free.

     These are what I think of when I think of 
America

Jack Kelley, Grade 3

  Uncle SAm
               Mount Rushmore
                          bald Eagle
                                  Red, white, and blue
                                mIlitary
                                  Congress
                  Pledge of Allegiance
                              50 States

                        White House
                                   Independence Day
                                   Statue of Liberty
                                  Thomas Jefferson
                       U.S. COnstitution
                                 fReedom
                     4th of JulY

  Shawn Valdrighi, Grade 3

America’s people have equal rights
Members of World War II
Eagles are America’s national bird
Red, white, and blue are colors on our fl ag
I love my state
Can you see our fl ag?
America is the best country ever!
Elton Williams, Grade 3

Maddie Simpson, Grade 2

Eagles
Eagles fl ying above the land
Look at them landing on the sand
Watch them glide
I wish an eagle I could ride.
Hannah Richardson, Grade 3

Privilege
Responsibility
Eagle
Senate
Important
Different
Election
National
Tradition
Hannah Richardson, Grade 3Vince Charnick, Grade 2

George Washington
      Brave, tall
   Sees, hears, feels
 Was a great general
Father of Our Country
Stacey Kellum, Grade 3
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M oment of Peace
E veryone love this         
     country
R eally kind
I ndependence
C onsiderate
A lways will be loved
Carlee Boradus, Grade 3

B etsy Ross
A merica
L iberty Bell
D eclaration of Independence

E lection Day
A braham Lincoln
G eorge Washington
L ady Liberty
E veryone is FREE
Jonte Towles, Grade 3

      America 
 A mazing

      

A=A is for America the Beautiful
M=M is for the many states we have
E=E is for everyone who lives here
R=R is for the way you refuse no one
I=I is for the icon that you are
C=C is for the choices that we have
A=A is for America the Beautiful
Kenosha Stewart, Grade 3

             America
Land for everyone
Independence
Freedom
Emancipation Proclamation

Americans
Nation
D-Day

Last forever
In every way we are the greatest nation
Bald eagle
Everyone has freedom
Red, White, and Blue
The 50 states
You and me
Thomas Hyde, Grade 3

   Our Country America
     America is a country beside the Pacifi c and Atlantic.  It has fi fty states.
     America has many symbols.  There is the American Flag.  It has fi fty stars for 

the fi fty states.  There is also the bald eagle which is America’s bird.  It has brown 
feathers, white feathers on its head, and a yellow beak.

     Native Americans were here fi rst.  They fi shed, hunted, and built.  They had 
villages not cities.  They had arrows not guns.  Indians are still living today.

     George Washington is a famous person.  He was the fi rst president.  He was 
at war.  He was a famous leader.  He died from old age.  Nobody was as great as 
him.  Lincoln was a president.  He was in the Civil War.  He was killed on April 14, 

18--.  He was a man who went from log cabin to White House!  These are two great 
presidents of our country America.

Weston Schomer, Grade 3

          That Old America
     The fl ag became the offi cial symbol on June 14, 1777.  Betsy Ross made the 

fi rst American fl ag with 13 stripes (some were red and some were white) and there 
were 13 white stars in the left corner of the American fl ag.  Now the fl ag has 50 
white stars.

     In the old days there were Indians in America.  There were all kinds of Indians.  
There were Sioux and many kinds of other Indians  An explorer once discovered 
America.  His name was Christopher Columbus.  He wanted to go to Asia but he 
went the wrong way.  So he did not get to Asia, he was in America.  That’s how he 
discovered America.

     In the old days they did not have electricity, no phones, they did not have any 
bathrooms, and especially they did not have ordinary beds.

     Today we have all those things that they did not have in the old days.  Thanks 
to all those people who invented all those things.

Kate Nelson, Grade 3

                    Why America Is Special To Me
     America is special to me because it’s my birth 

place.  I am now dreaming of being the future Presi-
dent.  I will rule the United Stated of America.  I will 
be the fi rst woman President.  I shall make a law 
saying broccoli shall never be needed for meals.

     California is awesome.  There they call it the 
Golden State, probably because there was gold there.  

     Virginia is my home.  It’s where I belong.  I love 
America.

     America has been my home for nine years and 
I’ve enjoyed those years.

     God Bless America!
Renee Foster, Grade 3

Tiera Hardin, Grade 3

Tyrell Henderson, Grade 2

Graham Shivers, Grade 3

 All men are created equal.
 Majestic mountains far and wide
 Ethnic diversity
 Representative democracy
 Instrumental research
 Christopher Columbus
“Ask not what your country can 

do for you but what you can do for 
your country”

Olivia Beck, Grade 3
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America
Americans here today,
Memories of people who have come to stay.
Enjoyment  in this world for having freedom to do  
            what we want when we want
Red, white, and blue are on our fl ag
Independence for children, teens, and grown citizens
Counting every American today and tomorrow
America is free forever!
Holly Booth  Fourth Grade

       Soren Jesperson, Grade 3
          Kendal Fisher, Grade 3   

             Will Kellum, 4th grade

There once were seven destroyers
being bombed by Japanese fi ghter planes.

The fi rst was hit by a missile
and blew up like a shattered crystal.

The second one was sunk by a torpedo.
The third survived and became a hero.
The fourth was hit by rapid fi re.
The fi fth caught fi re and couldn’t help the fi ght.
The sixth called for reinforcements.

The seventh ship’s spirit never did diminish
as it fought long and hard until the fi nish.
Sam Friday, 4th grade

There once were seven Girl Scouts
helping around the town.

The fi rst helped at food banks
assisting folks when they were down.

The second picked up town trash.
The third donated old toys.
The fourth fed hungry people.
The fi fth raised charity cash.
The sixth went hospital caroling.

The seventh helped people each day
always loving the American way.
Meghan Frere, 4th grade

American Rights
Red, white, and blue
I am a citizen
Glad to be an American
Happy we have our freedom
Thankful we have independence
So wonderful we are Americans
Keondra Owens, 4th Grade

There were seven pilots
fl ying in their jets.

The fi rst missed his wife and kids, 
so it made his eyes all wet.

The second missed his apple pie.
The third thought they might die.
The fourth hoped they didn’t crash.
The fi fth wanted enemies to smash.
The sixth sang “America” really loud.

The seventh said, “Formation boys,
 let’s make them proud!”
Elizabeth Flynn, 4th grade

There were seven Boy Scouts
supporting troops in a war.

The fi rst Boy Scout collected food
by going door to door.

The second raised money with a yard sale.
The third hoped we’d win the war.
The fourth convinced people to send them mail.
The fi fth helped soldiers who were poor.
The sixth sent the troops jokes.

The seventh prayed to God
to give the military hope.
Tyler Berberette, 4th grade
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Bradley Hudson, 4th grade

Brandi Benton, 4th grade

Hannah Smith, 4th grade

America is Great!
America is a special place!
Memories of people who helped to start our country
Enjoying all of the freedoms we have today
Red, white, and blue
Independence for all
Citizens from so many different countries
America is great!
Miss Tadlock’s Language Arts Class First Block
Fourth Grade

One Great Country
An amazing country
Monuments honoring presidents
Eagle – one of our nation’s symbols
Red, white, and blue forever
Independent and free
Canyons, mountains, and beaches
A beautiful place to live
Miss Tadlock’s Language Arts Class Second Block
Fourth Grade

     America
A=  Amazing
M=  Marvelous
E=  Exciting
R=  Relaxing
I=   Integrity
C=  Courageous
A=  Absoultely Incredible
This is how I describe my 
            country!!!
Zachariah Crabill 5th Grade

I Can Do Anything
I can be a cheerleader.

 I can be a teacher. 
I can be a professional.
 I can be a know it all.

 I can go home.
 I can go to Rome.

 I can sing. 
I can bring myself a ring. 

I can hurry. 
I can even worry in Missouri.

 I can go to the beginning.
 Because I can do anything.

Shaneka Yerby 5th grade

America
America, America
a good place to be, 
people say from what they 

see, it is not a 
      good place to be,
for me I say it is cool,
but they say it is cruel.
If you stay for long
It will be cool and 
you will stay for the rules.
Khadijah Kelly 5th grade

AMERICA!!!
     I love America very much. I would not want to live any where 

else in this generation. I am going to tell you why I love America so 
much.  I like America when there are no wars going on in our coun-
try withany other country. We have a pretty good president in con-
trol. I want there to be one country called the United Nations. What I 
mean is all the countries should join in and be one super country run 
by a democratic government.

    I did not like the civil war especially when all the territories did 
not know where to go, union or confederacy. My great great uncle 
by the name of Jefferson Davis was the south’s president. did not 
agree with his ideas especially that he wanted slavery to stay. I am 
not saying I didn’t like him. I did not like the way he wanted things 
to be. But he is my uncle and I like him. I would like to know what 
he was thinking.

I love America for all these great reasons. I am thankful that I live 
here. All I wish for is peace among the Nations.

Jonathan Buzzell 5th grade

America
America’s traits and features
Virginia’s the best place for seafood.
Florida’s sights and buildings are pure 
         amusement.
So surely you can see,
that America is truly the place to be.
Christopher Hampton  5th grade
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         America
America, America
The place to be.
When you’re outside
on that big dofwood tree.
You go outside and see the bald eagle.
You walk around and hear that beagle.
Now, you have explored America.
Corla Betts  5th grade

America
Amazing
Merciful
Enthusiasm
Relaxing
Imagination
Courteous
Achievement
Marquis Laws 5th Grade

Me and Maggie L. Walker
 Maggie L. Walker was the
fi rst African American women
to be the president to work at a bank.

Maggie L. Walker is my role
 model because I would like
to work in a bank when I get older.

I wish that Maggie L. Walker
could show me how to be a powerful person just like her. 

So that I could be a good person in life someday like her.
Meshanda Lee 5th grade

Natalie Whay, 4th grade

   America
Amazing
Merciful
Elegant
Rejoicing
Ideal
Creative
Amusement
Aaron Manning 5th Grade

The One Rose    
There is a rose,
One only rose,
A beautiful rose
My only rose,
But if this rose,
grew old and died,
I would have,
no other rose,
That rose is you,
You are my rose,
You are my friend,
My friendly rose.
Anthony Santangelo 5th grade

Summer      
Summer,  O how I love summer.
If we didn’t have summer,
Life would be a bummer.
Summer is the best season.
If you don’t like it, it is treason.
Summer is better than winter, spring, 
  and fall.
So like I said summer is the best season 
  of them all.
Melvin Gregory  5th grade

     Jason Jones, 4th grade

Car        
I saw a car
It looked like a star
It was going so fast
When it went past
It scared me
And my dogs fl eas
But the cops 
Were behind him and his wheel went pop.
Ashley Rose 5th grade

Flowin          
I never ever stop fl owin
I always keep goin
They treat me like trash
They bother me of cash
Thinking in my head, leave me alone
Can’t smell my own cologne
Do they think that I’m teenie
I make magic quicker then Houdini
Ryan Morgan 5th grade
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Welcome Home Gen. Dad
A bright streaking light

Across the dark midnight sky
Will make a difference

At the fi ght today
Thanks to the wish yesterday

We will come home safe

The wives will cheer
And the kids will scream & ‘yell

To welcome family

Sir, Francis Scott key
The battle of eighteen twelve

Star spangled banner

George Washington
The father of our country

Fantastic leader
Connor Ferrand 5th grade

When You Are Blue   
When the sky is blue
and so are you
Look at the sky
and watch the clouds go by.
When the sky is bright
and your attitude is just right
sit tight and enjoy the fl ight.
Brianna Noel 5th grade

Clatter 
As I listen to the clatter,
I wonder if there is something wrong.
As I listen to the thumping,
I fear there might be something
Making clatter in my attic.
As my heart is thumping,
I get up to see what’s wrong.
As that thumping grows louder,
I think there is something wrong.
I hide under my covers,
As the clatter grows closer.
I take a peak out my door,
I sigh with a sweat of relief.
As I close my door,
I feel a breeze
I turn around to close my window.
To my surprise,
It wasn’t a window,
But a fi gure in my eyes.
I sweat with fear.
It’s scary to see,
A ghost inside your house.
As it moves closer,
I backup farther,
But wait a minute,
AHHHHH!!!!!
Anthony Santangelo 5th grade

The Revolutionary War
The soldiers fought such a fi ght,

And didn’t show any fright,
That they scared their enemies with so much might,

The scene was a bloody sight.

George Washington led them
He lead them to the enemy which never beat them,

Then his soldiers beat ‘em,
And we had our Freedom

Eric Wagers, 5th grade

U.S.A. Sports
   Football, basketball
Soccer, tennis.
   We play them all.
   We jump and scream,
Pump and dream.
   We shoot, we run,
We’re just having fun.
   We are so glad that sports
Are played, watched and made,
In the U.S.A.
Destiny Howard 5th grade

Khadijah Kelly, 5th grade

Jonathan McDaniels, 5th grade

Maya Lee 5th grade

    Joel Hudnall 5th grade

A Few Things You Might Find Here
So much Love here and there,
People who look really neat,

Flowers growing, parents groaning,
This is a little of what you will fi nd 

here!
Bells ringing,

People singing,
Kids playing,

Democrats screaming,
This is a few things you might fi nd

If you take a little visit
Brittany Barberry Grade 6
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America, America
America, America
Free for new ideas
For new hopes
For new dreams
Ready for you
To explore
Ready for you to conquer
America, America
A place for you 
To call home
A place to feel
Comfortable
A place to feel free
To speak
To share your ideas
To make 
Hopes come true
To dream
Of a better life
 Lauren McCleery Grade 6

From the Past to the Present
From 1776 through 2005
Our fl ag has waved 
Reminding us we are the Independent
Through the bad and good days
Through hurt and pain
Reminding us to be proud and brave.

From the past to the present 
Our Veterans have made us proud
Standing up for what is right,
Separating themselves from 
The everyday crowds

And from now to forever
Hopeful we shall stand
Tall and Proud-
We are AMERICANS!
 Elizabeth Jespersen Grade 6

America
America is

Big, Strong, Great
We all should appreciate,

What the soldiers have done for us,
Through thick and thin

We will always win,
Our soldiers fi ght to get rid of wrong

They would travel all the way to Hong Kong,
Fighting to spread our liberty
Fighting so we all can be free

But most of all,
They’re fi ghting for you and me.

 Evan Antonio Grade 6

 

America is Cool
America is pretty cool,

I’m glad I’m here,
Even at school!

Because if I didn’t,
I couldn’t read,

Or learn any ABC’s!

America is also fun, 
You get to play and get to run.

You get to swim and get to dive,
You get to fl y and get to drive!

What’s really neat,
Is you get to sleep.

And you get to drink,
Before you eat!

America is always safe,
No bombs blowing in your face.

(At least not all the time,)
I’m glad America is mine!

 Natalie Jackson  6th Grade

                                       

America
America I love,
More then the skies above.
I love it like a red rose,
Like when the blue ocean fl ows.

The birds sing and fl y,
Above the gray mountains so high.
America has a fl ag of red, white, and 

blue,
It stands for freedom for me and you.
Marcus Mondy 6th grade

America 
America
My Country
Everything is special
Roads leading to wherever you desire
I think of America as a country of peace
Comprised of 50 friends we call states
A home to you and me
 Cheniera Wiggins   Grade6            Dalton Moore, 5th grade

         Cody Smith, 5th grade 
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American: Why I Can
 The last four letters of the word American spell I can.  Living 

in our country, we have a lot of rights and freedoms that make this true.  
Because of the amazing people that have lived in the United Sates that 
have stood up for what is right and the unique system of government that 
is run for the people and by the people we have these rights and freedoms.  
If it were not for these two things we would be nowhere.  We would basi-
cally all be Amer-ican’ts.  Some of these freedoms are speech (the right to 
way what we want), religion, and the press.  Each amendment allows us 
to live in a life style that suits us.  Whether that means practicing a diverse 
religion or simple writing an editorial in the newspaper.  Every United 
States citizen can do it!

 Of course, the Bill of Rights would not even exist without the men 
who wrote or put it together.  Just like two other important documents, 
The Declaration of Independence and The Gettsyburg Address would not 
exist if Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln had not been given the 
freedom to write them down.  What would happen if men and women did 
not enter the armed forces?  We would probably have to have a draft any-
time our country went to war.  If this ever happened we defi nitely would 
be deprived of some basic rights.  Thanks to our men and women in the 
armed forces this has not happened.  These people are willing to fi ght 
in war to keep Americans safe and to maintain our rights and freedom.  
Because of these special Americans, we can!  

 Think about what life would be like if we could not vote or if 
everyone was forced to practice the same religion.  What is you were 
discriminated against and were not given an equal voice in society?  Indi-
viduality is so important to Americans.  We know that we can make a 
difference, so be thankful for those who keep it that way!

Sydney Shivers 6th Grade

American Pop Culture
America has shed its grace,
With Gilligan’s Island and the Amazing Race.
America has spacious skies,
So there is more room for all the C.S.I’s.

America is the land of the brave,
About Survivor we all rave.
Larry the Cable Guy will “Git –R-Done”,
And Fear Factor will make you run.

American Idols sing and dance,
And here comes a talking sponge in “square 

pants”.  
We watch ads for the new Star Wars, 
While Jerry Springer drops his drawers.

Homer Simpson acts like a psycho, 
The good news is he’s switching to Geico.
America is the land of the free,
We’re free to watch too much T.V.
Connor Flynn 6th grade

American Terror
While America was not looking,

A violent plan was cooking.
Now

America has come under attack, 
And we are at war with Iraq.

On a fi ne day in September,
A day we will always remember.

Three planes crashed down,
Affecting people all around.

People were lost, hurt, and killed,
In an act that left many people chilled.

And now our country must rebuild.

The attack has made our country stronger,
And we do not take our freedom for granted any longer.

 Ashleigh Saunders, 6th grade

America
 America is the great land mass of the Western Hemisphere.  It is made up 

of North and South America.  The mainland of America is the longest north-south 
land mass on earth.  The greatest distance of its mainland from north to south is 
about 8,700 miles, from Boothia Peninsula in Canada to Cape Forward in Chile.  
The westernmost point of mainland America is at the Sewerd Peninsula on the 
west coast of Alaska.  Northeastern Brazil is the easternmost point.  America also 
includes many islands nor, south, east, and west of the mainland, North and South 
America is connected by a land bridge that is narrowest at the Isthmus of Panama.  

 Many scientists believe that America was connected to the western edge 
of Africa and Eurasia from about 250 million years ago until about 200 million 
years ago.  Volcano formations in Brazil are similar to such formations in South 
Africa.  Likewise, the Appalachian Mountains of North America may be related to 
the Caledonian Mountains of Scotland.  

 The word America is believed to be in honor of the Italian explorer Amerigo 
Vespucci.  It was fi rst used only for South America but was later applied to the 
whole Western Hemisphere.  Today the term is often used to refer to the United 
States of America.  

 America is one of the national hymns of the United States.  The words were 
written by the Reverend Samual Francis Smith in 1831.  They were fi rst used at a 
children’s Fourth of July picnic in Boston.  Lowell Mason found the rune in a col-
lection of German melodies and recommended it to Smith.  The music to “America” 
is the same as that of the British national anthem, “God save the Queen.”  Henry 
Carey is said to have put the melody into its present form.  

 America the Beautiful is one of the most moving and popular of American 
patriotic songs.  Katherine Lee Gates wrote the words in 1893.  Samual A. Ward 
composed the melody to which it is now sung!

Shane Hammell, 6th grade
                                           

Lamar Williams, 7th grade

America 
Freedom is a key
To life in the U.S.A
Equality rings
Katelyn Keyser   7th Grade

America
Not communist

Big, beautiful place
 Helpful to other countries

Strong
Olia Goins   7th Grade
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America

       America is freedom because it allows you 
to do things that you can’t do in other places.  But 
to me America is a peaceful, independent p[lace 
to be.  People that live in America care for other 
people.  America is a very equal place to live and 
that is why so many people live there.  People who 
live in America are responsible because they work 
to help each other and our environment.  That is 
why we have doctors, dentists, nurses, Judges and 
other workers who help people who are in need.  
The red, white, blue colors mean something to me; 
the fl ag and our great integrity we have towards 
America.      
James Moody  7th Grade

America
America is the best place to be,

America will always be a home for 
you and me,

America has gone through many 
troublesome years,

With heartache, danger, threat, and 
fears,

America is strong and held through it 
all,

We tried our hardest so America 
would not fall,

America our land with beautiful 
scenes,

Millions of places to go by any 
means,

Beautiful faces,
Different size, shape, and races,

All under the same sun,
Being there for one another,

Loving, helping, and teaching each 
other,

To help America stand with dignity,
Like the Lady Liberty,

As we hold our heads up high,
Our smiles of bravery soar through 

the sky,
We live, we learn, we die with pride,

Our American fl ag still hanging 
above,

To show our country a lot of love!
Gabrielle Mondy   7th Grade

America in Poetry
I know of a country so free,

Also as beautiful as ever can be.
Its colors are blue, white, and red
And pride fi lls everyone’s head.

America, it’s defi nitely home to me.

America
Diverse, majestic

Protect, nourish, love
Bravery, pride, dedication, joy

Home

Our America,
We remember the fallen

Through the stars and stripes.
Grace Perkins    7th Grade

A-M-E-R-I-C-A
A  – Amazing
M – Memorable
E  – Everlasting
R  - Respected
I   - Independent
C – Courageous
A – Admirable
Kentel Noel  7th Grade

          America
A place that people call home,
A land where people are free,
Something worth fi ghting for
When the wolf comes growling at the door,
A heaven where dreams come true every day.
Robert Crowther   7th Grade

As wind blows, trees bare, snow falls, fl owers blossom – all I can think of is America
Mornings and nights still so bright.
Evenings of children playing, grass being cut, and other beautiful little things.
Rain or Shine, America is still beauty.
Is there any place better than America?...Ask Yourself!
Caring and loving is all we share.
As we think, will America always be our home or will anyone know.
Shardaye Lee 7th Grade

 One Day in America
One day in America gun use will fade away
And young children will be safe to play.
There will be no more poor.
We would all help each other so there would be
No need for wars. One day in America, will 
That day ever come?  We all need to change it
Will you be the fi rst One?
Shamika Johnson     7th Grade

America
Free, Brave

Not like other countries.
Ten Amendments, George 

Bush
United States

Jade Traylor  7th Grade
 

America Cinquain
America

Freedom, peace,
A great place to live, educations, and Independence.

We fi ght for freedom
United States

Cassandra Alexander    7th Grade

America
A nation of Pride,
A nation of Hope,

Where no one inside,
Should fi nd cause to mope.

Where freedom bells ring,
And the dreams soar high,

No one should feel the sting
Of not reaching the sky.

And when it is reached,
And you hold in your hand

A piece of the world,
A piece of this land,

Remember this nation,
This one under God,

Helped create the sensation,
Of victory abroad.

   Carolyn Shrader 7th Grade

-America-
Home of the free and brave,

Where you can receive the love you 
crave.

You can come and go as you please,
And speak your mind with ease.

Where the fl ag is fl own high,
Way up in the sky.

Here, religion doesn’t matter,
Baptist, Methodist, and Jewish,
You can choose off the ladder,
From the sea to shining sea,

You can be who you want to be!
Nicole Shelton    7th Grade

Jade Traylor  7th Grade
 

America is here
America is here,

She is there,
Flying high and low,
With her fi fty states,
And her fi fty stars,

She is here and everywhere,
Through her great valley,

Which smells as sweet as tarts?

America is here,
And she is also there,
Hear her ring the bell,

That we call the Liberty Bell,
Hear it far and wide,

Hear it at her great coast,
And when you hear her ring her bell,
Then you know freedom has rung.

Michael Nguyen    7th Grade
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America
America:  the most beautiful place I know
Where all the fruits and vegetables grow.
We once were slaves back in the day
Now we are treated with respect; what more can 

I say
All because we live in 
                        A
                           M
                              E
                                 R
                                    I
                                      C
                                         A
  Amber Smith, 8th Grade

America
It is nice place to stay

where kids come out to play
It pretty and peaceful,

where the fl owers bloom.
Take the wrong path, 

 you’re heading to doom.
In this place it is no harm,
people smile with a charm

If you ask what’s, America to me
it is were you can be FREE!

Jamal Tiggle , 8th Grade

America, land of golden fi elds,
Where the fertile valleys and fruit fi lled gardens grow,
Fair land of mountains, of forests, of streams, and of lakes,
Great cities, no foes shall ever take it away from us!
Dillon Williams    7th Grade

American Flag
It seems like the stars
From the night fade away
Into the fl ag’s side.

The blue comes from
The coat of a man
Who believes in the fl ag.

The red stains from blood
Joined  together
In our body.

The white appears from clouds
That help us breathe
Through things that hurt us,

That know the fl ag is ours
Because it presents us through
Colors that our ancestors won.
Jason Jones   7th grade

America
Sweet America
Citizens Showing Great Pride
In their Great Nation.
Will Barrack   7th Grade

The Land Called America
There is a land called America
Where there’s good and there’s bad,
At times the people are happy
Other times they are sad.

There is a land called America,
Where little children grow,
They play and laugh and smile
And tell you what they know.

There is a land called America
That’s been in wars and pain,
But if we can get through that
We can get through anything.

There are lots of names
Like Michelle and Erica,
This is a good place to live
This land called America.
Andrea White    7th Grade

America
Achievement

Memories
Effi cient

Recognized
Important

Civil
Agriculture

Tyler Pittman, 8th grade

     Chase Graves, 7th grade

AMERICA
America the beautiful
America the great
America’s the richest
America’s a saint.

America in the past
America grew,
America conquered
America’s new!

America in the future,
America the supreme,
America stands alone,
America – the dream.

America the sun
America the moon
America my home
America helps everyone to 

bloom
Shanice Yerby   7th Grade

America
Freedom is to say and do as you please
Paid by blood your eyes will never see.

Opportunity and education,
Voting, wealth and celebration.

Our debt to fi ghters too great to pay,
Forever grateful, forever free.

Ian Ferrand, 8th grade

America
   America
full of people who care
who support us through sorrows and triumph
who fi ght for what we all desire
   America
a nation full of freedom
a nation who takes on and saves our lives
   America
a nation full of color and beauty
of nothing we could imagine
   America
red white and blue
each for the blood
and victories we’ve won
   America
without America
there would be no freedom
we would live in a place where there would be no 
happiness of joy
   America
is what made us have a life of freedom
and saved us in trouble
there would be no good life without America.
Victoria Mieras, 8th grade
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AMERICA
All that any country would want and need
Mostly known for braveness and much succeed.
Experienced with fi ghting in wars,
Remember America for the good things it’s for.
Important to citizens who have been here so long;
Courageous by the troops who’ve been fi ghting and 

so strong
And I’m proud to be an AMERICAN!
Tyneshia Conaway, 8th Grade

All For A Beautiful Life In America
And you complain about your bills...

Well that’s nothing compared to the people in poor countries who work in our mills.
Kids complain of school “I don’t wanna go”,

But we are very lucky, we can learn everything we should know 
so that we can get good jobs and have money .

We have high quality food when the people in poor countries are stuck with our left over 
honey.

Grownups complain about their work . 
It must be horrible sitting at a desk in an air-conditioned room looking like a jerk,

while other countries less fortunate are left out in the hot 
gathering berries and what-not.

And to think we complain.
Just think of how it would be not living in America; you’d be in lots of pain

LOVE AMERICA 
Nathan Rose, 8th grade

“America”
We ask so many patriotic hearts to go to war

And they go willingly
We tell so many nations to stand down

And they stand down eventually
We go to great lengths to make our country great

And our country is great
But we must ask ourselves

Should we really send those patriotic hearts to war?
Do those nations really need to stand down?

Is our beloved country really great?
Some would say yes, some would say no

And that’s what is so great about our country
We have the right to say yes or no

Without being persecuted for the “wrong answer”
Because the freedoms we enjoy as an American
Are mere dreams to so many dictated countries

Like the nations we have asked to stand down, who didn’t
So we had to send those patriotic hearts to war

Although some of them have became tragic casualties
We know they fought for a reason beyond our comprehension

Because we have never been dictated on how to live
But we do sympathize for those countries that have

And try to make their lives better, with more freedom
And that’s what makes our country great!

Kati O’Brien, 8th grade

“Our Land”
Mixed economy, mixed races
Different people and new places
Education comes and goes 
Left and right it’s like a fl ow
The news changes everyday
A world of violence where children play
Poor and rich they all complain
It makes them all go insane
Statues and monuments to remember 
Like Christmas day in December
A world of entertainment all the same
People always have someone to blame
Bush runs our country and makes the choices 
of what we do when we hear bomb noises 
A place of freedom, war, and the right of speech;
this is what we teach 
All over the country, being in the Army is the trait
Families want to see their soldier, but must wait
Fifty different shaped and sized states make up this place we live in 
Freedom is the message they send
America is this place we live in
April Wiley, 8th grade

Zach Sapp, 9th grade

Leif Mieras, 11th grade

Bethany Revere, 11th grade
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Native Way

Brass Buttons fi re into the pit
trembling death songs climb
steep ravine walls
to beg of Death release

White guns pound out a rhythm
Reload and Pull
Reload and Pull
until every heart bleeds its last beat

Native Way, I blame you not
for falling
your Mothers, your Infants
Dust now

kneeling on your Wounded Knees
you plead with empty arms
as they lay before you the corpse
of your last Son
Erin Fearing,   12th Grade

Tanesha Dameron, 9th grade

Sarah Davis, 10th grade

Katie Johnson, 10th grade 

“America”
Many, many years ago 
A man came on a boat 

Only going with the fl ow
Risking his life to stay afl oat

He made it to America

Today, we think about him in class
All thanks to history

Or as we lay in the grass
Looking at the mystery 
He made it to America

Today is different from back then 
We have all kinds of technology

And no orders from England
We are the home of the free and the brave

We live in America

America is better today
We have a fi fty star fl ag

And no one to stand in its way
We try not to brag 

But HEY, we live in America
Tiffany Pittman, 8th grade

AMERICA
America, America the land of 

free,
Our fore fathers fought for you 

& me.
America, America the home of 

the brave, 
A land were they freed every 

slave.
Of all lands on this earth,

I’m glad this is the land of my 
birth.

Tyler Pittman, 8th grade
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 YANOMAMO SPIRIT

When I told him
When I told him about the smashed buildings
            the dead people

When I told him about the planes as crusty insects
Floating to the shabonos
When I told him

His painted face cringed in fury
His “savage”eyes were wet
His naked body twitched

“Why” he asked
“Why”

“I don’t know”

When I told him about 9-11
When I told him, his head was fl ooded with memory
             our friendship

When I told him he turned, beaded jewelry clicking,
             he turned and ran
             his stubby frame jutting with anger
             his bare feet smacking the earth

he ran

I followed him
When I told him I followed him
He ran to his hammock
He grabbed his bow, his arrows, his blos gun

“Shetary!” I called

When I called him
When I called him he ran
he ran past me to the river
When I called him

He leaped from the bank to the canoe

“Shetary!” I called, “Shetary, where are you going?”
“North” he replied.
Beth Jackson, 12th Grade

Kendra Palin, 12th grade

So-Jin Lim, 11th grade

Louise Santangelo, 12th grade

American Softball

My name is Brandy
Softball to me is like candy

On game days
Everyone says
LET’S WIN!
It’s not a sin

The game starts
And it’s like art

The bases are loaded
And the signs are coded

FLY BALL111
Almost to the wall

Runs are scored
And no one is bored.

Last inning
And our team is winning

We are in the fi eld
And we are a great shield

Big hitter up to bat
Her coach gives her a pat
She says hit the ball, too,

And just take a view

The ball went over the fence
The game was tense
But we lost in a fi ght

And it really bites
But that is how it goes in American Soft-

ball!
Brandy Gilbert,  10th Grade

…A beautiful land! They say
Military and war – they say
Everyone is so scared; they say
Raise the fl ag, salute it – 
I know this can’t be right.
Copasetic dreams unveil the crude realization –
America the beautiful; they say…
Rebecca Conboy,  11th Grade

Land of the free
Home of the brave
We continue to work
We go out and slave
For our families and pride
For those who have died
We’ll fi ght for it all our days
Leif Mieras    11th Grade


