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The Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary this weekend at the White Stone Firehouse. Eighty-fi ve 
artists will be participating with a variety of wildfowl related art, 
carvings and sculpture.

Each year, an artist is selected as the “Artist of the 
Year” for the show. The artist creates an original paint-
ing and prints are given away at the show.

Those attending the Preview Night Gala on Friday 
will receive a signed and numbered print. Copies of 
some of the past prints will be available for sale 
during the show.

The 2005 Artist of the Year is Cary 
Savage-Ingram of Greer, S.C. She has 
painted a goose on her nest with three 
goslings. The inspiration for the paint-
ing came from show chairman William 
Bruce, who asked Savage-Ingram to paint 
the geese who nest in his yard each spring.

A native of Virginia Beach, Sav-

age-Ingram began drawing as a child using the natural treasures
found in the woods around her home as subject matter. As a free-
lance commercial artist, she donated time and talent to support the
efforts of many conservation groups including Ducks Unlimited,
Trout Unlimited and the Audubon Society.

In 1993,  Savage-Ingram became a full-time artist specializing in
sporting dogs, wildlife and wildfl owers. She has gained national

recognition for the sensitive portrayal of her subjects. The
meticulous detail found in her paintings sets her work

apart and causes the viewer to look closely
for those small details. 

“Art should tell a story or stimulate
emotions. It should capture the viewer
and draw him deep into the render-
ing,” said Savage-Ingram.
She has won numerous awards, includ-

ing many Best in Show awards, at art
exhibitions on the East Coast. The Printing

Flock of visitors expected for annual waterfowl show

2005 Show Print by Cary Savage-Ingram

The Rev. Edward “Eddie” Barnett was welcomed back from 
Virginia National Guard service in Iraq with a reception at 
the Kilmarnock United Methodist Church, where Barnett was 
pastor. Flanking Barnett are his wife, Mindy, and their son, 
Brian.

by Robb Hoff
KILMARNOCK—Kilmar-

nock United Methodist Church 
honored its former church pastor, 
Rev. Edward “Eddie” Barnett, 
Friday with a welcome-home 
reception following his recent 
return from Virginia National 
Guard service in Iraq.

Eric Nost, chairman of the 
church administrative council, 
praised Barnett for his overseas 
commitment as a chaplain, which 
required Barnett to leave his 
family, his job, and his church in 
Kilmarnock for more than a year 
and put his life at risk.

“To me he epitomizes the term 
‘a true American’,” Nost said.

Barnett served as a chaplain 
at the Marez military base near 
Mosul, where his duties included 
critical stress de-briefi ngs for sol-

diers who had faced life-threat-
ening situations. 

“In times of war or in times 
of any high stress, people search 
for God,” said Barnett.

The Marez base was the site 
of a suicide bombing that killed 
14 soldiers in a dining hall on 
December 21, 2004.

Barnett called the aftermath of 
the bombing “a horrifi c sight.” 
He commended the soldiers and 
personnel at the scene for their 
response to dire circumstances 
and their commitment to their 
call of service to country.

“It’s the courage of these indi-
viduals that is inspiring,” said 
Barnett.

He said he was walking to 
the dining hall prior to the bomb-
ing when he was stopped by a 
soldier who wanted to discuss 

biblical references about the for-
mation of Arab nations.

“If this solider hadn’t talked to 
me at that moment, I would have 
been in the dining hall when it 
went off,” said Barnett.

He thanked the church mem-
bers for caring for his wife, 
Mindy, and their son, Brian, in 
his absence, in addition to the 
church’s support for soldiers who 
received care packages from the 
members.

“The support gleaned from 
this church, you need to be proud 
of,” Barnett said.

He also thanked the church 
members for their prayers in 
helping him through a poten-
tially life-threatening situation 
when an improvised explosive 
device detonated alongside the 
Humvee he was riding in during 

the return leg of a goodwill mis-
sion outside of Mosul.

“I’m very thankful for all of
your prayers because I was really
doubtful that I was going to make
it out that night,” said Barnett. 

After the explosion, the
Humvee was driven to bare rims
to clear the area in case of
an ambush. When the Humvee
stopped, Barnett and the crew
formed a perimeter to defend
against the threat of rocket pro-
pelled grenade attacks until they
were eventually evacuated.

“The blessing is that you
realize you don’t take life for
granted,” said Barnett. “Don’t
take your friends for granted.”

Barnett also recounted a rocket
propelled grenade attack when
he was with a platoon that was

Church honors pastor who served in Iraq

by Reid Pierce-Armstrong
GREAT WICOMICO RIVER—At high noon on 

March 10, an oysterman aboard a small workboat dumped 
a faded orange laundry basket full of shellfi sh over-
board.

Camera shutters fi red rapidly. A scientist plotted the 
coordinates. History was made.

That moment marked the start of the largest seeding 
effort ever in Virginia, and it represented the best hope 
yet of restoring the native oyster to the Chesapeake Bay.

The laundry basket contained 3,500 disease-free native 
oysters, a load most watermen dream of pulling out of 
the water, not the reverse. 

But these fertile oysters play the lead in an extraordi-
nary joint effort to kick-start the ecosystem in the Great 
Wicomico River. They are the fi rst of 15 million oysters 
to be planted on nearly four acres of newly-constructed 
reefs by the end of April. 

If the project succeeds, 
watermen will be pulling 
bushels of healthy, mar-
ket-sized oysters from a 
river where, now, there is 
almost nothing.

Decimated by disease, pollution and predators, the 
oyster population across the Chesapeake Bay has declined 
by some 99 percent.

Oyster reefs once crested the waters. They attracted all 
kinds of sea life, from blue crabs to sand sharks, just like 
tropical reefs; and they kept the water clean and clear as 
the Caribbean Sea. 

The project aims to 
restore those conditions to 
the bay some day. 

The river will serve as 
testing grounds for a new 
theory on oyster restora-
tion.  

According to the theory, if large enough reefs are built 
in relation to the size of the body of water, if enough fer-
tile oysters are planted to seed those entire reefs and if 
the population is nurtured just enough to allow it to take 
hold and sustain itself, then the point of critical mass can 
be breached and balance will be restored to the ecosys-
tem.

Testing the theory required a pool of resources, fund-
ing and expertise. 

It united public and private organizations that have 
often worked in separate, but parallel, directions, includ-
ing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science, the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration and the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation.

The organizations will spend the next fi ve years con-
centrating the bulk of their restoration efforts and fund-
ing on this singular project.

Targeted because it is a trapped estuary, the river will 
serve as a small replica of the entire bay.

Procreation is the sole mission for the 15 million 
broodstock oysters being planted this winter by contrac-
tors Tom Bacot Jr. and his father, Tom Bacot Sr., of Sarah 
Creek Shellfi sh in Gloucester. The 9-month-old oysters 
are being seeded like rows of corn at three separate sites 
in the river.

Seeding of Great Wicomico reefs begins

Watermen Earl Haywood and his brother William Haywood of Sarah Creek Shellfi sh in Glouces-
ter emptied their baskets of 339,000 oysters March 10, the largest seeding on record in Virginia. 
By the end of April, they will have released 15 million oysters into the Great Wicomico River in 
an attempt to “jump start” the ecosystem. 

Revitalizing an ecosystem:

Fences would protect reefs from predators:  page A16

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—The county

board of supervisors has unan-
imously appointed retired U.S.
Army major and Vietnam vet-
eran Lloyd N. Hill to represent
District 4 on the board.

He replaces Patrick G. Frere,
who resigned last month. 

Hill will fi ll the vacated seat
until December 31. An election
will be held in November to fi ll
the remainder of Frere’s term.

A native of White Stone, Hill
was also the athletic director
at Alcorn State from 1995 to
2000. He returned to Lancaster
County following his retirement
from the university.

“I’m back here to do every-
thing I can to make our commu-
nity a better place,” said Hill.

 In 2003, Hill was the gradu-
ation speaker at Lancaster High
School.

District 3 supervisor Peter
N. Geilich made the motion
during Monday’s board meet-
ing to appoint Hill, who will
assume his seat after he is sworn
in and fi les an economic inter-
est disclosure statement.
Jones re-appointed

The board also unanimously
re-appointed David Jones to the
planning commission. 

A resident of voting District
3, Jones is chairman of the
commission and was nominated
to serve as the commission
member for District 5 by Dis-
trict 5 supervisor B. Wally Beau-
champ.

Supervisor F.W. “Butch” Jen-
kins Jr. of District 1 commended
Jones for bringing fairness and
expertise in the construction
industry to the commission.

Jenkins also defended Jones
against public comments that
questioned Jones’s potential
confl ict of interest as a construc-
tion company executive and his
handling of a commission public
hearing on the proposed planned
unit development (PUD) ordi-
nance in February.

“He deserves not one bit of
this absurd criticism and base-
less accusation,” said Jenkins.

District 2 supervisor Ernest
W. Palin also commended Jones
for his handling of the PUD
public hearing.

“I think David did an out-
standing job holding his peace,”
said Palin. “He laid the ground
rules down right at the begin-
ning.”

Palin, who serves as the board
representative to the commis-
sion, suggested that the board
consider holding a forum for
educating the public about the

Lancaster
supervisors
tap Hill
for board
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EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT
WIN UP TO $1000.

Come out and support your veterans!

Doors open at 6 p.m. • Play starts 7 p.m.
Waverly Ave., Kilmarnock

1/2 mile past fairgrounds on the right.

American Legion

BRING THIS AD AND SAVE A $BUCK
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Michael B. Callis
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
 Lancaster, Virginia

804-462-7631

SINCE 1965

Howard Miller Clock Service Rep.

GRANDFATHER, MANTEL & SHIP CLOCKS
ANTIQUE & NEW

CLOCK REPAIRS

John C. Willis, Clock Maker,
804-776-9900

Brass Polishing
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g

Help Feed the Hungry!!

Baked Potato Supper
White Stone United Methodist Church

$6.00 per person      Eat in or take-out
Benefits Society of St. Andrew

Friday, March 18   5–7 p.m.

Please call for
reservations at 435-3555

This Saturday!!
50th  Annual

Donation Dinner
 at

Saturday,  March 19 • 5 pm
"All  You Can Eat . . .For  All You Can Give"

Sponsored by the
You and I Class

Bethel  United  Methodist  Church
Fellowship  Hall • Route  201

           near Lively

The
Lancaster
Players

Dinner Theater
Musicals
Cabarets

Radio Theater
Concerts
Auditions

✃

Open Auditions:Open Auditions:Open Auditions:Open Auditions:Open Auditions:

Directions: West at the light in White Stone,
playhouse 1/2 block on right.

“Cinderella Waltz”“Cinderella Waltz”“Cinderella Waltz”“Cinderella Waltz”“Cinderella Waltz”
by Don Nigroby Don Nigroby Don Nigroby Don Nigroby Don Nigro

Thurs., March 17 • 7:00 pmThurs., March 17 • 7:00 pmThurs., March 17 • 7:00 pmThurs., March 17 • 7:00 pmThurs., March 17 • 7:00 pm
Sunday, March 20 • 2:00 pmSunday, March 20 • 2:00 pmSunday, March 20 • 2:00 pmSunday, March 20 • 2:00 pmSunday, March 20 • 2:00 pm

Call 438-5312 for details!Call 438-5312 for details!Call 438-5312 for details!Call 438-5312 for details!Call 438-5312 for details!

donk’s
THEATER

IN MATHEWS, VA
Phone (804) 725-7760

VIRGINIA’S Lil Ole Opry presents:

  

Saturday • March 19, 2005 • 8 p.m.  
  PLUS  

 All the Opry Regulars 
 Shades of Country 

 Uncle Jimmy Wickham 
Adults: $12.00 • Children under 12: $2.00

TICKETS: 
N&N Services, Woods Cross Roads 693-7614

Country Casuals, Mathews 725-4050
Carolina Bar-B-Q, Gloucester Pt. 684-2450 

Lynne’s Family Res tau rant, Mathews 725-9996
Country Flower Shop, Hudgins (next to Donk’s) 725-5222

Seabreeze Res tau rant, Gwynn’s Island 725-4000
The Mathews County Visitor Center 725-4229

Website: www.donkstheater.com
For Information and Reservations 725-7760

ROUTE 198 at HUDGINS

Raplh Motley 
& Last Minute Grass

Featuring Ralph Motley, Family & Friends

   

ROBOTS (PG) 1HR 30 MIN
Fri. (4:00), 6:00, 8:00
Sat. (2:00, 4:00), 6:00, 8:00 
Sun. (2:00, 4:00), 6:00
Mon., Tues., Wed., & Thurs. (5:00), 7:00

(804) 693-2770
(804) 693-7766HILLSIDE CIN E MA

7321 J. CLAYTON HIGHWAY, GLOUCESTER, VA.• SCHEDULE FOR 03/18–03/24

Visit us at www.hillsidecinema.com or www.hc22.com for show times. 
To print money-saving coupon click on certifi cate then free stuff icon.

Students ,  Senior  C i t izen & Act ive  Mi l i tary  $3.50 for  a l l  shows
Chi ldren under 2yrs.  (any show) FREE/Chi ldren 2 to16yrs.  (any show) $3.50

**Shows in  parentheses  (  )  a l l  seats  $3.50/Adul t s  a l l  shows on & af ter  6pm $5.50**

Admission, Medium Drink and Medium Popcorn are all for  $6.00Monday - Ladies Special

THE PACIFIER (PG) 1HR 31MIN
Fri. (4:15), 6:15, 8:15
Sat. (2:15, 4:15), 6:15, 8:15 
Sun. (2:15, 4:15), 6:15
Mon., Tues., Wed., & Thurs. (5:15), 7:15

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS
located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center,

Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166
ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00

SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00
ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE

* NO PASSES OR COUPONS
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-443-0837

SAT. Mar.19

No one under
17 admitted
to R Rated

films without
parent or adult

accompaniment
- ID’s required

THE RING TWO (PG13)
2:30, 5:00, 7:25, 9:55
BE COOL (PG13)
2:15, 4:45, 7:10, 9:40
ROBOTS (PG)
1:30, 3:25, 5:20, 7:15, 9:25
MILLION DOLLAR BABY (PG13)
1:45, 4:25, 7:00, 9:30
DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN (PG13)
 2:00, 4:30, 7:20, 9:50

FRI. Mar. 18 SUN. Mar. 20

MON.-THURS.: Mar. 21-24

THE RING TWO (PG13)
5:00, 7:25, 9:55
BE COOL (PG13)
4:45, 7:10, 9:40
ROBOTS (PG)
5:20, 7:15, 9:25
MILLION DOLLAR BABY (PG13)
4:25, 7:00, 9:30
DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN (PG13)
4:30, 7:20, 9:50

THE RING TWO (PG13)
2:30, 5:00, 7:25
BE COOL (PG13)
2:15, 4:45, 7:10
ROBOTS (PG)
1:30, 3:25, 5:20, 7:15
MILLION DOLLAR BABY (PG13)
1:45, 4:25, 7:00
DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN (PG13)
 2:00, 4:30, 7:20

THE RING TWO (PG13)
7:30
BE COOL (PG13)
7:20
ROBOTS (PG)
7:25
MILLION DOLLAR BABY (PG13)
7:15
DIARY OF A MAD BLACK WOMAN (PG13)
7:35

March
17 Thursday
St. Patrick’s Day
Bingo is played at the Ameri can 
Legion Post 86 on Waverly Av enue 
in Kil marnock at 7 p.m.
The Planning Commission for 
Lancaster County meets at 7 p.m. 
at the courthouse in Lancaster. A 
hearing will be held on revisions 
to the county’s Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation ordinance.
The Planning Commission for 
Northumberland County meets at 
7 p.m. at the courthouse in 
Heathsville. Chapter 4 of the coun-
ty’s comprehensive plan will be 
reviewed.
The Rappatomac Writers meets 
from 2 to 4 p.m. in the Chinn House 
at Rappahannock Community Col-
lege in Warsaw.
Dupli cate Bridge will be played 
at 1 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of White Stone. Men, women and 
newcomers are in vited. No reser-
vations are needed. 435-2755.
A St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 
with  Steve Keith and Bill Gurley 
will be featured at Piper’s Pub in 
Kilmarnock. The show starts at 6 
p.m. Reservations recommended. 
435-7178.
A St. Patrick’s Pub Party will be 
held at Cafe Mojo in Urbanna. 
Pete Atkinson plays at 7 p.m. Steve 
Keith plays at 8:30 p.m. 758-4141.
Itchy Dog plays classic rock and 
blues at Lancaster Landing. The 
show starts at 9:30 p.m. 436-9060.
A Fruit Sale will be held at the 
Kilmarnock Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Northern Neck APVA will 
hold an annual meeting and lun-
cheon at 10:30 a.m. at the Bayne 
Center at Christ Church near 
Irvington. Register by March 11 by 
mailing checks for $18 per person 
to Anne Neumann, 361 Mill Pond 
Road, Warsaw, VA  22572.
The Annual St. Patrick’s Dessert 
Bridge game begins at noon at 
De Sales Hall in Kilmarnock.$20. 
462-5315.
The Northern Neck Chapter of 
the Native Plant Society of Virginia 
meets at 12:30 p.m. at the Wic-
omico Parish Church hall in Wic-
omico Church. Bring a bag lunch. 
Dessert and coffee provided.
Auditions will be held at 7 p.m. 
at The Playhouse in White Stone 
for “Cinderella Waltz.” Five women 
and four men ages 16 to 60 are 
needed. 438-5312.
The RFM Photo Group meets at 
2 p.m. at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
Arthur “Doc” Muroff is featured 
on the piano at the Boathouse 
Cafe in Urbanna from 6 to 9 p.m. 
758-0080.

18 Friday
Narcotics Anonymous meets at 
8 p.m. in Charterhouse in Kilmar-
nock. 580-4400.
Bingo is played at the Upper Lan-
caster Ruritan Cen ter in Lively at 
7:30 p.m.
Dave Long is featured on the 
piano from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
Bam bery’s Restaurant in Heaths-
ville. For dinner reserva tions, call 
580-8181.
Jack Mulligan is featured on 
the piano at the Boathouse Cafe 
in Urbanna from 6 to 9 p.m. 
758-0080.
Steve Hall is featured o the 
piano at the Boathouse Cafe 
in Deltaville.from 6 to 9 p.m. 
776-8882.
The Fidgety Brown Band rocks 
the Boathouse Cafe in Deltaville. 
The show starts at 9 p.m. 
776-8882.
An Hispanic Health Forum will 
be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Rappahannock Community Col-
lege in Warsaw. To register, call 
493-8924 by March 16.

18 Friday
A Baked Potato Supper will 
be held from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
White Stone United Methodist 
Church to benefi t the Society 
of St. Andrew. $6. Reservations 
requested. 435-3555.

19 Saturday
A Bluegrass Show to benefi t the 
Gwynn’s Island Museum begins at 
7:30 p.m. at the Gwynn’s Island 
Civic League building on Route 
223 in Gwynn’s Island. Donations 
are accpeted. 725-3495. 
Cathie Ryan will present a Celtic 
concert at 8 p.m. at the Lancaster 
Middle School Theater in Kilmar-
nock. The “On Stage”  performance 
is sponsored by the Rappahan-
nock Foundation for the Arts. For 
tickets, call 435-0292.
Jack Mulligan is featured on 
the piano at the Boathouse Cafe 
in Urbanna from 6 to 9 p.m. 
758-0080.

19 Saturday
The Fidgety Brown Band rocks 
the Boathose Cafe in Urbanna. The 
show starts at 9 p.m. 758-0080.
Country Music is featured at 
Donk’s in Hudgins. Ralph Motley 
and Last Minute Grass headline. 
The show begins at 8 p.m. 
725-7760.
Free Tax Help is available from 1 
to 4 p.m. at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library in Kil marnock.
The Rappahannock River Water-
fowl Show will be held from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. at the fi rehouse in 
White Stone. $6.
A Country Ham and Oyster 
Dinner will be held by The You and 
I Class at Bethel United Methodist 
Church from 5 to 7 p.m. Donations 
accepted. 

20 Sunday
The Widowed Persons Ser vice 
for Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties holds its lunch brunch at 
the Pilot House Restaurant in Top-
ping im medi ately fol low ing church 
ser vices.
BlueWorks will present a concert 
at 3 p.m. at the Northumberland 
Public Library in Heathsville.
Auditions will be held at 2 p.m. 
at The Playhouse in White Stone 
for “Cinderella Waltz.” Five women 
and four men ages 16 to 60 are 
needed. 438-5312.
The Rappahannock River Water-
fowl Show will be held from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the fi rehouse in 
White Stone. $6.
A Bird Walk will be held by the 
Northern Neck Audubon Society at 
Hughlett Point natural Area Pre-
serve. Participants are urged to 
meet at 8 a.m. in the preserve 
parking lot. 435-0351.
The Northern Neck Rose Society 
meets at 2 p.m. in the garden of 
Jim and Charlotte Hundley at 28 
Back Street in Heathsville. The pro-
gram is on pruning. Bring gloves 
and bypass pruners.
Jack Mulligan is featured on 
the piano at the Boathouse Cafe 
in Urbanna from 6 to 9 p.m. 
758-0080.

21 Monday
The Historyland Community 
Workshop volunteer craft group 
meets at the Lancaster Woman’s 
Club from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Brown 
bag lunch. Guests welcome.
The Kilmarnock Town Council 
meets at 7 p.m. at the town offi ce 
on North Main Street.
The Rappahannock Toastmas-
ters meets at 7 p.m. at Rappa-
hannock Westminster-Canterbury. 
435-7585.

DIXIE DELI:
Family owned and operated (forever!)
Serving lunch 5 days a week, Mon-
Fri., 10:30-3:00, Subs, soup, our fa-
mous potato & chicken salad and
sandwiches, 50 Irvington Rd.,
Kilmarnock 435-6745.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
HOBBS HOLE RESTAURANT:
Executive Chef Abel Anaya formerly from
The Court of Two Sisters Restaurant in New
Orleans.  Serving an eclectic blend of
French, Italian & New Orleans style cuisine.
Dinner, Tues. - Sat. 5:30 - 9:30, Lunch,
Tues. - Fri. 11:30 - 2:00  Hobbs Hole Dr.
Tappahannock  804-443-4451.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S GUILD &
CAFÉ LOTTÉ : Great BBQ Ribs,
chicken, homemade salad, delicious
desserts & more. Homemade des-
serts by order.  Serving lunch, 11 am
- 4 pm, Mon. - Sat.  Closed Sundays.
529-5938  Lottsburg, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
LANCASTER LANDING RESTAURANT:
Seafood, Steaks and daily dinner spe-
cials.  Located at the foot of the White
Stone Bridge, open Tue. - Sat.  5 pm - 10
pm. 804-436-9060.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE MOUNT HOLLY STEAMBOAT INN:
Overlooking beautiful Nomini Creek
in historic Westmoreland County.
Winter Hours Dinner Wednesday to
Saturday. 5:00-9:00 Grand Sunday
Brunch Buffet 11:00-2:00. 804-472-
9070. 3673 Cople Highway (Rt. 202
at Nomini Bay)
www.mthollysteamboatinn.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dining Guide
SANDPIPER REEF RESTAURANT:
4 Star Dining on the Piankatank.
Friendly, local atmosphere. Fresh sea-
food, prime beef. Thurs-Sat. 5-9. Sun.
4 - 8 p.m. Special Parties-Off Nights.
Reservations accepted. Off Rt. 198 in
Mathews County. Under new owner-
ship. (D). 725-3331.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
SANDPIPER RESTAURANT:
Est. 1982. Casual relaxed dining with
friendly service. Featuring nightly spe-
cials, charbroiled steaks and fresh sea-
food dishes. Full menu. (D) Route 3,
White Stone. 435-6176.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THAI POT: Authentic Thai cuisine.
Serving lunch and dinner.  Dine in and
carry-out.  Hours: Tuesday-Saturday
Lunch: 11:30am-3pm.  Dinner: 5:30pm-
9pm., Catering available.  238 N. Main
St., Kilmarnock, 436-Thai.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE STEAMBOAT RESTAURANT:
Enjoy casual dining while overlooking the
beautiful Piankatank River Golf Club. We
offer a traditional lunch menu, gourmet and
traditional evening menus and Sunday
Brunch selections. Open Tues.-Sat., 11:00
am - 2:30 pm, Thurs., Fri. & Sat. evenings
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm, and Sunday Brunch
10:30 am - 2:00 pm. Banquets, functions
and group outings also available. Call 776-
6589 (Reservations suggested). Located off
Rt. 33 at 629, Hartfield, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
TOBY'S:
Casual dining, fresh seafood, steaks,
chops & pasta.  Open 7 days at 3 pm.
(D) 804-776-6913.  Deltaville, just off
Rt. 33.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
WILLABY’S:
Comfortable casual atmosphere. Fea-
turing daily chef's specials, gourmet
burgers & delectable desserts. Eat in
or carry out available. Monday-Satur-
day 11-3. Items available for take home
until 4:00. White Stone. (L) 435-0044.

DOCK & DINE
BOATHOUSE CAFE ON THE WATER:
Urbanna - Open 7 days a week.  11:00
AM - ?.  Serving Lunch & Dinner.  En-
tertainment Nightly.  Reservations -
758-0080.

BOATHOUSE CAFE ON THE WATER:
Deltaville - Winter hours - Fri.. - Sat.
4:00 PM - ? Entertainment both nights.
Reservations - 758-8200.

TRADITIONAL
DINING

TRADITIONAL
DINING

Call 435-1701 to place an
ad in the dining guide.

Preparing a museum opening
From left, stew masters Kelly and David O’Brien and Ronnie 
Gowin of Appomattox, and Morattico Waterfront Museum 
members Steve Sorensen and Jim Weakley stir a pot of Bruns-
wick stew for the annual members meeting. The museum will 
open April 2 with a yard, plant and bake sale. The rain date is 
April 9. Museum hours will  be noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays and 
Sundays from April through October. The museum is sponsor-
ing a bake and Brunswick stew sale Saturday, March 19, at Tri-
Star Supermarket in Kilmarnock. 

43 N. Main St.Tues-Fri 9 to 5
804-436-0011

Vitamins & Minerals for the entire family
Sports Nutrition & Weight Loss Products
Wide variety of Herbal & Medicinal Teas

Gift Certificates

Drink Penta® water for
amazing health benefits!

Kilmarnock, VA
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Easter Buffet Brunch
Sunday, March 27, 2005

Please join us for our traditional
Easter Sunday Brunch

in the Dining Room
Seatings from

10am until 2pm
Reservations Required

$35.00
Children:

Under 10 years - Half Price
Under 5 years - Complimentary

Call 438-4450 for Reservations

Cold & Hot Food Selections including:
Smoked salmon display with  Smoked scallops, Mussels & Accompaniments

Fresh Bagels with a Selection of Flavored Cream Cheeses
Old Bay Peel & Eat Shrimp

Seafood Pasta Salad
Classic Eggs Benedict with Hollandaise Sauce

Cheese Blintz Topped with Fruit Compote
Roast Loin of Pork with Pan Jus with Homemade Mango Chutney

Breast of Chicken Stuffed with Ricotta Cheese, Fresh Basil and
Sun-Dried Tomatoes on a Tomato Leek Buerre Blanc

Poached Salmon Topped with a Champagne Crab Sauce
Omelets Made to Order

Carving Stations of Roast Leg of Lamb & Herb Roasted Prime Rib
AND MORE...

One child per adult please.

and

offer

European Cruises at incredible values

Many other dates and
itineraries available
As much as 40% off

Holland America Line
A Tradition of Excellence

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200     1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

Rotterdam   July 2   Scandinavia & Russia
Prinsendam   September 20   Amsterdam to Rome
Westerdam   October 22   Rome to Ft. Lauderdale

Adventure Travel

Last 2 Weeks—Children’s art by Chesapeake Academy Students

Fine Art and Crafts
Rappahannock Art League

19 North Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Hours:  10 ’til 4, Tuesday–Saturday—804.436.9309

Peeping Tom    —watercolor by Anne Hayes, a longtime RAL member.

Works by
Anne Hayes

and other

outstanding
regional artists

are available

for your
perusal

and purchase.

Rappahannock River
Waterfowl Show
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March  19 & 20, 2005
Saturday 10am-6pm
Sunday 10am-4pm
Admission $6.00

White Stone Firehouse
White Stone, Virginia

For more information
www.rrws.org   contact 804-435-6355

The Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show
is proudly sponsored by the

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department

• Ornamentals • Premium Nursery Stock • Grasses

•  Culinary & Medicinal Herbs  •  Native & Wetland Specimens •
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An eclectic collection for
aesthetic reflection

804-435-0531
 81 S. Main • Kilmarnock, Va.

For happy gardeners . . .

Greenpoint Nursery, Inc.

incorporated

™

Opening Friday, March 25

RESTAURANT

ON HISTORIC MAIN STREET
REEDVILLE, VIRGINIA

804-453-6789

Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Dinner Friday 5pm to 9pm
Lunch & Dinner Saturday 12 noon to 9 pm
Lunch Sunday 12 noon to 4 pm

OVERLOOKING COCKRELL’S CREEK

LET US SHOW YOU 

AMERICA! 
For a FREE Catalog of Tours Call: 

1-800-552-0022 

SUNSHINE TOURS 
www.gosunshinetours.com 

Correction
The Northern Neck Oyster Gar-

deners will meet from 9 a.m. to 
noon April 2 at Kilmarnock Baptist 
Church at 65 East Church Street in 
Kilmarnock. 

21 Monday
The Historical Society for Lan-
caster County meets at 7 p.m. at 
the G.C. Dawson offi ce in Kilmar-
nock. 435-6232.
The Northumberland Homemak-
ers meets at 11 a.m. at St. 
Stephens Episcopal Church in 
Heathsville. 580-8613.
Flotilla 3-10 of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Callao fi rehouse. 472-4387.

21 Monday
The Richard Henry Lee Chap-
ter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution meets at 11:30 a.m. 
at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury near Irvington.
A Knitting Class featuring 
“Little Deco-Ribbon Bags”  will 
be held at The Bay Window in 
Irvington from 10 a.m. to noon. 
$20. Pre-registration required. 
438-6636.

Upcoming

Irish invasion
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day Sat-
urday, March 19, with the 
Rappa hannock Foundation for 
the Arts and Irish-American 
folk singer and songwriter 
Cathie Ryan. The “On Stage” 
concert begins at 8 p.m. at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock. Admis-
sion is $22.50 for adults and 
$10 for stu dents. For reserva-
tions, call the box offi ce at 
435-0292. Season subscribers 
who won’t be attending the 
show are urged to call the box 
offi ce.

21 Monday
Jack Mulligan is featured on 
the piano at the Boathouse Cafe 
in Urbanna from 6 to 9 p.m. 
758-0080.
The Bazaar Performance Series 
for this year concludes at Rappa-
hannock Westminister-Canterbury 
with a 7 p.m. program on President 
John F. and First Lady Jackie Ken-
nedy.
The School Boad for Northumber-
land County meets at 6 p.m. at the 
school board offi ce in Lottsburg. A 
public hearing will be held on the 
school budget, followed by a work 
session and adoption.

22 Tuesday
Narcotics Anonymous meets at 
7 p.m. at Charterhouse in Kilmar-
nock.
The Kilmarnock & District Pipe 
Band rehearses at 7:15 p.m. at 
Campbell Memorial Presby terian 
Church in Weems. 462-7125.
Bridge will be played at 1 p.m. at 
Rappahan nock Westminster-Can-
terbury.
The Lancaster Lions Club meets 
at 7 p.m. at Willaby’s Restaurant in 
White Stone.
A Bridge Discussion Group 
meets at 9:30 a.m. at the Wom an’s 
Club of Lancaster. $4. No reserva-
tions required. 462-0742.
The RFM Quiilters meets at 7 
p.m. at the Reedville Fisher men’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The Virginia Marine Re sources 
Commission meets at 9:30 a.m. 
at 2600 Washington Avenue in 
Newport News.  757-247-2200.
An MS Support Group meets at 7 
p.m. at the Rappahannock General 
Hospital Training Center in Kilmar-
nock.
The Tidewater Resource Conser-
vation and Development Council 
meets at 7 p.m. at 722 Richmond 
Road in Tappahannock. 443-1118
The Kilmarnock Garden Club 
meets at 10:45 a.m. at Kilmarnock 
Baptist Church. Anne Olsen will 
speak at 1 p.m.
Jack Mulligan is featured on 
the piano at the Boathouse Cafe 
in Urbanna from 6 to 9 p.m. 
758-0080.

23 Wednes day
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Rappa han-
nock Westminster-Canter bury.
The Kiwanis Club meets at 7:30 
a.m. at St. Andrews Pres byte rian 
Church in Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for Kil marnock, 
Irvington and White Stone meets 
at 12:30 p.m. at Rappa hannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay Tones 
meets at 3 p.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in Kil-
marnock. 438-5127.
A Community Lenten Service 
begins at 12:05 p.m. at Kil marnock 
Baptist Church. Lunch follows at 
12:30 p.m.
A Grief Support Group meets at 
3 p.m. at White Stone United Meth-
odist Church. 435-7585.
Free Tax Help is available from 1 
to 4 p.m. at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library in Kil marnock.
The RFM Quilters meets at 9:30 
a.m. at the Reedville Fisher men’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The Friends of Lancaster 
County LLC meets at 7 p.m. at 
the Lancaster Community Library 
in Kilmarnock.
Ryan Dunn of Sen. George F. 
Allen’s offi ce will be at the Nor-
thumberland County Public Library 
in Heathsville from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m.
Jack Mulligan is featured on 
the piano at the Boathouse Cafe 
in Urbanna from 6 to 9 p.m. 
758-0080.

24 Thursday
Bingo is played at the Ameri can 
Legion Post 86 on Waverly Av enue 
in Kil marnock at 7 p.m.
The RFM Modelers meets at 10 
a.m. at the Reedville Fisher men’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
Mahjong games begin at 10:30 
a.m. at the Woman’s Club of White 
Stone. Bring a sandwich. Drinks 
and dessert are provided Tables 
of three or four. $2 per person. 
435-2024.

(Submit calendar items to 
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!
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❑ Bill me

Excerpts  by Henry Lane Hull
Fiction or

Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

In the spring of l978 I came home for a sabbati-
cal from school to undertake several research 
projects. While here I also ordered some trees 

from a nursery in Pennsylvania, along with the 
planting bar to get them in the ground in a hurry, 
as I knew I would not have much time to devote 
to them. In less than a week, I had planted almost 
a thousand trees, but had l00 Norway spruce seed-
lings left and no time to get them in the ground. 

I brought out the tiller and opened six rows into 
which I hurled the seedlings about a foot apart, 
covered them, and thought, “next year I shall trans-
plant to the proper locations.” 

Well, next year came and again I was too busy. 
So it continued each year until I was desperate and 
got about a dozen moved at back-breaking effort. 
All those I originally planted thrived, doing much 
better than the other species I had planted more 
carefully in their intended locations.

Within fi ve years the hurled ones were over four 
feet high and I knew I had to take action. Rather 
than trying again to transplant, at Thanksgiving I 
placed a small classifi ed ad in the Rappahannock 
Record for “cut-your-own Christmas trees.” The 
response was more than I expected, and for the 
next several winters I was in business.

I found that folks who want to cut their own trees 
are perfectionists. They want a nice tree in every 
respect. I had one gentleman who would dig his so 
as to be able to plant it shortly after the season. I 
could only say, “more power to him.” That expe-
rience over those years introduced me to several 
individuals who became regular customers, regu-
lar, that is, until my trees got too big either to cut or 
to dig. 

The fi rst person who answered those ads was 
Jimmy Dull, who asked over the phone if my trees 
were really nice ones. I told him that I thought they 
were and he agreed to come out from Kilmarnock 
to see them. I told him to bring his chain saw. He 
arrived, liked what he saw, paid me for the one 
he wanted, cut it and left, but not without chatting 
away on a number of points. Thereafter, I seemed 
to be running into him regularly, and each time the 
conversation ended with, “I’ll be back for my tree 
this Christmas. You be sure you save me a nice 
one.”

So it went for about four years until his last visit 
when we agreed that none of the trees met his level 
of expectation. The same happened with my other 
regular customers and I was out of the Christmas 
tree business. Happily, Jimmy’s friendship contin-
ued over the last 20 years. He was an American, 
indeed a Northern Neck, Original. As his neighbor 
Peggy Whaley remarked a few weeks ago, “there’s 
only one Jimmy.”

He was a person who loved a bargain, but wanted 
things to be of quality before he shelled out for 
them. His house and yard always were perfect and 
he was willing to pitch in to help anyone who 
needed him. He was one who knew what to do 
in any circumstance, whether buying a Christmas 
tree, or moving a piano. Since his retirement, he 
enjoyed each month helping his wife Donna at her 
church’s citrus sale. He liked taking the boxes of 
fruit to customers’ cars, chatting up the news, and 
telling them he was looking forward to seeing them 
the following month.

Some years ago Jimmy had to undergo liver 
replacement surgery. His composure in the face 
of such an ordeal was greater than that of some 
facing having a tooth fi lled. I used to tell him that I 
thought he really had been on vacation, as I could 
not see any indications of the level of surgery he 
had sustained. As usual, he laughed it off, but then 
last year he developed cancer, probably the result 
of the anti-rejection drugs he had to take. Again, he 
took the news in stride and looked forward to get-
ting it behind him. This time the results were not 
what everyone had hoped them to be, and last Sat-
urday Jimmy died at the age of 68. 

I am thinking of Jimmy a lot these days, but 
nowhere more tellingly than when I walk around 
the surviving Christmas trees, now 30-to-40 feet 
high, and relive the days of his visits. Two years 
ago we ordered another hundred Norway spruce 
as a long-term project for the Elder B.E. I used to 
tell Jimmy that in a few years he should be able to 
say he had bought Christmas trees from two gen-
erations of us. Sadly, that will not be the case, but 
today I count having known Jimmy Dull as one of 
life’s blessings.

James Lester Dull Sr., November l6, l936 - 
March l2, 2004. R. I. P.

March 13-19. 2005

by Paul McMasters
President, Virginia Coalition 

for Open Government
Government offi cials charged 

with our security strive to keep 
information about vulnerabilities 
to attack from falling into the 
wrong hands. Ordinary citizens 
want personal information kept 
from prying eyes.

These concerns are so compel-
ling and the public so insistent that 
they be addressed that more and 
more government records are put 
beyond the reach of the public 
and press. Bit by bit, our free-
dom-of-information laws, a vital 
tool for keeping 
the public alert 
and public offi -
cials account-
able, lose their 
force.

So much 
attention is paid 
to the battles 
over access to 
records that the contending parties 
often overlook the vital other half 
of open government: open meet-
ings. In fact, open meetings are 
much more of an everyday con-
cern for most Virginians. It is the 
freedom to attend meetings, to 
speak up at such gatherings and to 
have a voice in their own affairs by 
which they measure democracy’s 
dimensions in their own lives.

Just a few of the dozens of dis-
patches from around the state in 
recent months illustrate how citi-
zens’ desire to participate mean-
ingfully in their own governance 
can be thwarted. 

• After a closed-door session of 
the Virginia Tech Board of Visitors 
resulted in a controversial vote on 

Open meetings: 
Democracy at its fi nest

race-conscious policy, more than 
200 people turned out for an April 
6 meeting.

• In Frederick County, the board 
of supervisors caused a rumble 
when it approved new bylaws 
giving the chairman authority to 
cut off speakers deemed “demean-
ing, inappropriate, or out of order,” 
to expel anyone considered disrup-
tive and to issue an oath of honesty 
to speakers.

• Henry County and Martins-
ville offi cials were chastised by the 
local newspaper for possible 
violation of the state open meet-
ings law when they held a closed-

door meeting on 
area economic 
development that 
involved only two 
elected offi cials 
each from the 
board of supervi-
sors and the city 
government.

• During a Lan-
caster County school board meet-
ing, questions were raised about 
the implementation of a “con-
sensus agenda” in which several 
items could be lumped together 
and passed without full discus-
sion.

Similar examples could be 
plucked from local government 
meetings all across the nation. 
In the last few decades, public 
meetings have become so raucous, 
activists so forceful and the pub-
lic’s business so urgent that many 
local offi cials have gotten more 
aggressive and creative in devel-
oping policies to keep their agenda 
focused, their work more effi cient, 
the costs down — and their lives 
more comfortable.

Closed sessions often go beyond 
personnel and legal matters. Vir-
tual meetings by telephone, fax and 
e-mail often skirt the spirit, if not 
the letter, of the law. Public busi-
ness is conducted during “retreats” 
or professional gatherings remote 
from the community. 

In some communities, citizens 
face a maze of barriers to their par-
ticipation in pubic meetings: time 
limits, topic limits, prohibition of 
“negative” comments or mention-
ing offi cials by name. Violation of 
these rules in some states can get a 
person thrown out of a meeting or 
even jail.

Certainly, the tolerance of local 
offi cials can be challenged by the 
lack of civility on the part of some 
citizens and activists. But efforts 
to keep things civil and orderly 
must be tempered by the knowl-
edge that local meetings are where 
democracy is most tested. They 
should work hard to allow some 
latitude for the voters who put 
them there and the taxpayers who 
foot the bill. 

There are a number of things 
that can be done, short of cutting 
speakers off in mid-message or 
throwing them out of meetings.

Among them:
• Publishing the agenda well 

ahead of meetings and minutes 
immediately after.

• Easing the process for getting 
issues on the agenda.

• Keeping closed sessions to a 
minimum and narrowly focused.

• Making room on the agenda 
for citizens to discuss unscheduled 
issues.

• Arranging for the broadcast of 
meetings on public access cable 
channels. 

And most importantly: develop-
ing an understanding and tolerance 
for citizens who may not have ever 
spoken before fellow citizens, but 
have roused themselves from their 
easy chairs and made their way to 
city hall or the county building to 
see if this thing called democracy 
really does work.

(A reprint from the March 17, 
1905, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen.)

 The Society of Willing Work-
ers will have an oyster supper in 
Kilmarnock on Tuesday, March 
21, for the benefi t of Moratico 
Baptist Church. They ask all to 
come and help. 

Fishermen along the Potomac 
and Rappahannock Rivers are 
busily at work driving trap stakes, 
in readiness for the spring fi shing. 
Fishing will begin late this year. 
Already many of the fi rst run of 
shad and herring have gotten by. 

The fi shermen are begining to 
set their traps. Mr. Gaskins got 
out his trap early last week and 
sold his fi rst catch of some two 
hundred herring at three cents 
each. Later on they will sell from 
twenty-fi ve to fi fty cents per hun-
dred. 

(Transcribed by volunteers of 
the Genealogy and Research 
Center of the Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum and Library.)

Yesteryear
in Lancaster

Letters to the Editor

To The Editor:
When the home I had been 

living in for three months burned 
to the ground February 28, at 
77-years-old, I found myself 
alone with nothing, faced with 
starting all over again. Even 
my most prized possession, an 
inspiring picture of the Master 
Jesus that I bought for my dear 
mother back in 1946, went up in 
fl ames, but, miraculously, both 
my Bibles survived.

Without the outpouring of 
goodwill from my family, 
friends, neighbors and good 
people who had been strangers 
before this tragedy struck, I just 
don’t know where I could have 
turned for help. Thanks to their 
generous support and the kind-
ness of people in the community, 
I know I will get along some-
how.

I express special appreciation 
to Marie Barton and Kay Thomp-
son for taking me in during my 
time of need; Lou Fletcher of 
Lancaster Courthouse who has 
given me a place to live, rent 
free, until a replacement struc-
ture is ready on my land; Bonnie 

Community helps 
following fi re

French for the warm leather 
jacket; Lois Dawson of the Bank 
of Lancaster for her spontane-
ous contribution; all the kind 
ladies of the White Stone United 
Methodist Church Thrift Shop 
and Seconds Unlimited for their 
donations of clothing; and Joe 
Curry and Sky Seven of the 
Lancaster-Northumberland 
Interfaith Service Council for 
the household items they will be 
supplying.

Thanks also to The First Bap-
tist Church for its donation of 
food and to Chesapeake Phar-
macy of the Rappahannock Med-
ical Center for its help with my 
medications.

And last, but certainly not 
least, thanks to my good friend 
Jamie Fischer of Irvington Road 
Consignment, who organized all 
of this community support for 
me, giving so much of his time 
and caring assistance. I don’t 
know what I would have done 
without him.

Harry Myers
Farnham

To The Editor:
A letter in the Rappahannock 

Record of March 10 starts with 
the obligatory sop that acknowl-
edges our right to speak out 
against the government, but then 
quickly devolves into the well 
worn “get over it, Bush won” 

Get used to it

rhetoric.
When we of blue state mental-

ity have to deal with a president 
such as this one, we have more 
than a right to speak out, we have 
a responsibility.

The results of the 2000 elec-
tion have absolutely now shown 
Bush to be the winner, but if 
one’s sources include Fox News 
and Rush Limbaugh, that is the 
impression one might be left 
with. In addition to acknowledg-
ing that Bush, in 2004, received 
more votes than any other 
president in history, let’s also 
acknowledge that more votes 
were cast against him than for 
any other individual running for 
that offi ce.

In addition, the writer’s sim-
plistic view of the red state/blue 
state map shows an ignorance 
regarding the populations of those 
respective areas.

We could argue about the exact 
numbers of the uninsured in this 
country, but even after some cre-
ative subtraction of all of the yup-
pies and poor folks who just can’t 
be bothered to take advantage of 
insurance, the writer comes to 
the conclusion that “only” four 
million Americans are uninsured. 
One wonders whether she would 
fi nd this an insignifi cant number 
if she were among them.

While it might be diffi cult for 
the average Rolls Royce driver 
with numerous real estate hold-

ings to imagine that some senior 
citizens are living on the small 
sum they receive from the Social 
Security Administration each 
month, there are many who do 
just that. It certainly isn’t enough 
some months, and without it they 
would surely be in dire straits. 
Wealthier people have the option 
to save more for their retirement 
and if their investments fail, they 
can fall back on Social Security. 
Under Bush’s plan there won’t 
be any fall back for those whose 
investments fail.

The raise in the Social Secu-
rity salary cap that the writer dis-
misses offhand is not a new idea 
and is supported even by some 
Republicans. The salary cap has 
been raised as needed in the 
past. In 1981 the salary cap was 
$29,700 and each year it has been 
adjusted upward to the present 
level of $87,900. Part of the short-
fall problem lies in the increas-
ing redistribution of wealth to the 
upper brackets. In 1981, approx-
imately 90 percent of earnings 
were subject to payroll tax, while 
today that number is closer to 
85 percent. Perhaps the writer 
fi nds the current system where 
the more one makes, the propor-
tionately less one contributes, to 
be more equitable.

To clarify for the writer, the 
abortion issue was not merely 
inserted into my missive, it was 
the starting point. It was Bush’s 
assertion that it is the duty of the 
strong to protect the weak, by 
which he apparently means only 
the unborn. His hyprocisy shows 
only too well in his other poli-
cies which favor the strong at the 
expense of the weak.

If Bush is really concerned 
about the number of abortions, 
then his goal should be to lessen 
the number of unwanted preg-
nancies. Neither Bush’s desire to 
make abortion illegal nor his pro-
motion of “abstinence only “ pro-
grams will achieve this goal.

Considering Bush’s professed 
concern for the sanctity of life, 
then how does he justify being 
pro death penalty? And how do 
the deaths of the many thousands 
of soldiers and civilians brought 
about by his search for weapons 
of mass destruction...scratch 
that...quest for freedom in the 
Middle East, sit on his con-
science?

Many of us in this country are 
so appalled by Bush’s actions in 
so many arenas. From his swag-
gering demeanor, to his embar-
rassing malapropisms, to his ‘tax 
breaks for the rich’ domestic pol-
icies, to his ‘you’re either with 
us or you’re with the terrorists’ 
foreign policies; we cringe at the 
reality of Bush as our president. 
No, we’re not likely to “get over 
it” and we’re not going to stop 
speaking out against this admin-
istration so perhaps Bush sup-
porters had better “get used to 
it.”

Cheryl Perkins
Topping

by Robert Mason Jr.
This is Sunshine Week in Vir-

ginia. A time for all well-meaning 
publishers and editors, and citizens, 
to advocate open government.

As good as that sounds, I’m 
looking for a lot more of the tra-
ditional sunshine that comes from 
above. A little rain would be nice 
too. 

While some colleagues were 
busying themselves opening doors 
to closed meetings, I was more 
interested in opening rows for an 
early crop of vegetables. 

We put our spring garden in last 
weekend and that’s why I’m hob-
bling around the offi ce this week. 
I’m not used to all that intense 
physical labor that comes with till-
ing and planting.

This is the earliest that we’ve 
ever gotten a start on the vegetable 
patch. I’m not sure what the farm-
er’s almanacs, the seed packets, the 
phases of the moon and the old 
wives would have to say about that.

Along about last Friday, it hit me 
to plant the garden. Call it divine 
intervention, extrasensory percep-
tion, or genetics, I just knew it was 
time to plant.

I relate the feeling to the thermos 
theory. “How do it know to keep 
hot things hot and cold things cold? 
. . . It just do.”

The guys at Farm & Home 
Supply in Kilmarnock confi rmed 
it.

As Joni Mitchell would sing, 
“We are stardust, we are golden, 
and we got to get ourselves, back to 
the garden.”

So I called my neighbor, who 
previously expressed an interest 
in sharing the responsibility and 
bounty of a garden another season. 
On Sunday, we got down to earth 
for a fi ve-hour session of clean-
ing-up the remnants of last year’s 
garden, some raking, seeding, set-
ting out some plants and the like.

Now I’m not all that mechan-
ically-inclined, but the thrill that 
comes from operating a front-tine 
tiller can be rejuvenating for the 
soul. It’s all powerful and once I 
got the thing started, I was the 
master of my universe.

Getting it started posed a chal-
lenge. After fi lling it with gas, I 
fi gured a little oil wouldn’t hurt. I 
wasn’t sure what oil to use, so I 
grabbed the fi rst bottle of Briggs & 
Stratton 30-weight I found in the 
shed, removed a plug marked oil 
and started pouring.

I’m not sure if I used the wrong 
oil, poured it in the wrong hole, or 
overfi lled it, but when the puffs of 
putrid gray smoke dissipated, there 
was oil fl owing out the muffl er and 
the carburetor.

I tilted the machine, and let it 
drain. After a while, I fi red it up 
again and it ran just fi ne.

Eventually, we planted peas, let-
tuce, spinach, radishes, onions, 
broccoli and turnips for the greens.

Open government? It’s a novel 
concept rooted in a democracy 
conceived by some aristocratic 
planters and nurtured by an agrar-
ian society.

It’s time to get “back to the 
garden.”
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on
Dress Shoes

Tennis Shoes • Boots
Sandals • Slippers

Hanes Hosiery
Pocketbooks

Sports & Dress Socks

Sale on Now thru Easter!  Layaway for Easter

Ask about Family Plan for FREE Shoes

“The Place for Happy Feet!”:)

THE SHOE STORE
We’ve been fitting you and your family for 46 years!

28 W. Church Street, Kilmarnock
Call the friendly folks at 435-3020

Hours: Mon.-Thurs.- 9 am-5:30 pm • Fri.-Sat. 9 am-6 pm:)

DISCOVER

SPERRY
T O P-S I D E R

Spring Step

MADELINE STUART®

easyspirit

soft spots

Get 20% off second pair of equal or less value

Easter
SaleEaster
Sale

Register to win

one of two

Easter Baskets

Tavern on the Green Restaurant
Join us for our Easter Celebration

Sunday, March 27th  •  Noon to 4 pm
Special Easter Menu

804-529-9200
Reservations Appreciated
Off Route 360 (Richmond Road),

Ridge Road to 262 Quinton Oaks Lane,

Quinton Oaks Golf Course, Callao, Virginia.

Complimentary Dessert

To The Editor:
A few factual comments on 

the Social Security System are in 
order.

Initially, Social Security was 
established to provide retirement 
for people who have reached the 
age when they can no longer 
work. From the outset, domestic 
employees, agricultural workers, 
and small businesses employing 
fewer than three people were 
excluded from the requirement to 
contribute because administrative 
costs would exceed the moneys 
collected.

However, with time and the 
demands of social pressure, the 
administration included, in addi-
tion to retirees over 65, other 
groupswere added, including the 
unemployed, the disabled, sur-
vivors’ benefi ts, and aid to 
dependent children. Contribu-
tions had to be increased in order 
to cover the additional entitle-
ments. Despite the additional dis-
bursements from the program, it 
has remained essentially self-sup-
porting, with the exception of 11 
years, between 1939 and 2002, 
when the defi cit was made up 
from the Social Security Trust 
Fund, a separate fund set aside 
for just that purpose. The total of 
the defi cits for the 11 years was 
$24 billion.

To date, through 2002, total dis-
bursements were $7.4 trillion. In 
1999, interest on the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund was $55.5 bil-
lion, which equates to an earned 
income of approximately $6.9 
billion, from that year alone.

One of your recent contribu-
tors has portrayed several opin-
ions, which seem to present facts 
from which opposite conclusions 
can be drawn. He states “Pres-
ident Bush wants to privatize 
the system by turning it over 
to Wall Street investment fi rms 
which can’t possibly match the 1 
percent overhead of the govern-
ment.”

Well, not exactly. The claim 
that the system is going broke is 
being promulgated by the Demo-
cratic National Committee, which 
has purchased major time on tele-
vision and radio to beat that 
drum. There is no evidence that 
the fund is going broke, and the 
president’s goal of strengthening 
Social Security is a response to 
that long-played, but unproven, 
claim.

The writer further claims that 
“trillions” will have to be bor-
rowed “in the decades ahead” in 
order to fund privatization. It is 
remarkable that, in the 61 years 
Social Security has been in place, 
and has paid out, during that time, 
only $7.4 trillion, that trillions 
will have to be borrowed in the 
future, to fund a voluntary pro-
gram. 

The writer borrows the name 
of the Pew Research Center to 
“prove” that “the more people 
know about Bush’s (sic) plan, the 
more they object to it.” This asser-
tion is wholly subjective. One 
has only to look at the results of 
the surveys collected by the Pew 

Contesting Social 
Security views

Letters to the Editor

To The Editor:
Our community was given an 

evening to remember last Sat-
urday. The Northern Neck 
Orchestra performed a delightful 
program at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater to a near capacity 
crowd.

Under the baton of conductor 
Guy Hayden, the musicians 
offered a variety of pieces rang-
ing from a Rossini overture to a 
Strauss waltz to the rousing “Vic-
tory at Sea” by Richard Rogers. 
The concert concluded master-
fully in a tribuate to our military 
veterans and all rising to sing the 
“Star Spangled Banner.”

Special thanks are in order. 
First and foremost we are grate-
ful to the musicians for their hard 
work, dedication and desire to 
grace us with fi ne music. Without 
them we have nothing, but with 
them we are truly blessed.

We appreciate the profession-
alism and leadership provided 
by Guy Hayden. We applaud 
all those who labored countless 
hours behind the scenes to pro-
duce this event. Among these are 
the orchestra board directors, the 
Lancaster Middle School staff, 
and numerous friends of the 
orchestra.

Special recognition goes to 
Dennis and Rose Saunders who 
faithfully tended to set-up needs 
for the concert and every rehearsal 
that preceded it.

We recognize with gratitude 
the support of the Northern Neck 
community. Your donations, good 
will and presence at the concert 
say more strongly than words 
how much you value the orches-
tra.

We are especially indebted to 
the Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts who co-sponsored 
Saturday’s event. This champion 
of the arts continues to support 
the orchestra, as it has for many 
years, with funding, facilities and 
strong encouragement.

Thomas Coye, president
N.N.O. Board of Directors

Stating ovations

research group to come up with 
fi gures and conclusions which 
absolutely contradict those that 
the writer asserts are from that 
organization, which makes no 
such sweeping generalization.

It should be emphasized that 
should privatization of Social 
Security be offered, it will be vol-
untary; the individual will have 
the option to participate to some 
limited degree in private, self-
directed investment of contrib-
uted funds, or not.

Finally, the contributor states  
“These ads are designed by the 
same folks who created the Swift 
Boats smear campaign against 
Kerry.” Obviously your contribu-
tor is more interested in whipping 
that dead political horse than in 
truth. The Swift Boat people have 
been shown irrefutably to have 
told the truth about the falsely-
claimed grandiose exploits which 
Mr. Kerry fabricated for his own 
personal and political purposes.

Albert “Spike” Nunn
Raleigh, N.C.

by Dr. Lynton Land for the 
Northumberland Association 
for Progressive Stewardship
Can populations of native 

Chesapeake Bay oysters 
rebound? Should we import the 
exotic Asian oyster?

Some scientists have become 
discouraged that efforts to build 
and re-stock artifi cial oyster  
reefs have not been roaring suc-
cesses. Others are discouraged 
that selective breeding has so far 
failed to yield a “super-oyster” 
that grows fast and is resistant 
to disease. Everyone, including 
oystermen, clamors for a “quick 
fi x.” Decades of over-harvest-
ing and habitat destruction as 
reefs were leveled by dredging 
and tonging, cannot be reversed 
overnight. We must be patient, 
commit to a sustained effort and 
keep open minds about potential 
solutions.

When I started to “garden” 
oysters fi ve years ago, I was 
lucky. A Virginia Common-
wealth University scientist was 
looking for a place to experiment 
with different strains of oysters, 

Water quality must improve to support oysters
and chose one side of my pier. 
Having no experience, I asked 
her what strain to purchase, and 
she immediately replied “Loui-
siana.” She was right. We have 
been eating them for three years, 
few have died, and the biggest 
problem they cause is to grow so 
fast they sink the fl oats, requiring 
the construction of new fl oats.

In contrast, the two years fol-
lowing purchase of the “Lou-
isana” strain, I purchased the 
“DeBy” and “2-XB” strains, 
both from Delaware Bay and 
touted as having some resistance 
to the disease MSX and being 
the best for reef restoration. Both 
those strains have exhibited high 
mortality and I doubt we have 
eaten even one meal from either 
batch. If I had started with those 
two strains I probably would 
have become so discouraged as 
to give up the entire enterprise.

Several people who grew up 
near the creek where I live have 
told me that when they were 
young, they could harvest a meal 
of oysters by just poling a skiff 
along the bank. No more. Were 

they all harvested? Did they die 
from disease?

In July 2003, on the way to 
tend my crab pots, I noticed 
clams fl oating on the surface 
near the mouth of the creek 
where it enters the Little Wic-
omico River. The most likely 
explanation seemed to be that 
the bottom water had become 
anoxic, causing the bottom-liv-
ing clams to die because of lack 
of oxygen, and to fl oat to the 
surface.

Just outside the mouth of the 
creek are stakes marking an 
oyster ground, and the owner has 
told me there are no longer many 
live oysters on the bottom. Could 
the lack of oysters in the creek 
be due to summer anoxia, essen-
tially a summer “dead zone” in 
the creek?

In mid-summer of 2004 I mea-
sured the dissolved oxygen in 
the surface water and at a depth 
of seven feet. The water on the 
bottom did not contain enough 
oxygen to support oysters. So 
I suspect that a periodic “bad” 
summer when oxygen levels fall 
precipitously, perhaps for only a 
few days, contributes to the lack 
of oysters in the river and creek. 
We normally associate “dead 
zones” with the deep water in 
the open bay, but they are much 
more widespread.

If we want the oysters to return 
to the Little Wicomico, and other 
creeks and rivers, the fi rst thing 
we must do is improve the water 
quality so summer anoxia does 
not occur. If we don’t take that 
action, neither oyster reef resto-
ration nor more disease-resistant 
strains of oysters will matter. 
We must reduce the nitrate and 
phosphate that enter the water 
and cause the summer anoxia. 
Septic systems must be main-
tained to reduce pollution. Trees 
must be planted within the 

100-foot resource protection
area to consume nitrate and
phosphate from the groundwa-
ter. Fertilization must be min-
imized and agricultural best
management practices must be
enforced.

What about “solving” the
oyster problem with an exotic
species?

Introducing exotic species,
with the best of intentions,
almost always has unintended
consequences, and usually bad
ones. Introducing mongoose to
sugar cane fi elds to control
rats resulted in the mongoose
killing all the ground-dwelling
birds and reptiles because they
couldn’t catch enough rats. The
litany of mistakes goes on and
on. Ecology is an inexact sci-
ence and jumping the gun in an
attempt for a “quick fi x” almost
certainly is a recipe for unan-
ticipated disaster. It is useful
to refl ect that the oyster dis-
ease, MSX, piggy-backed on the
“Pacifi c” oyster when it was
introduced to the bay in hopes
of being able to harvest a bigger
and faster-growing oyster. If that
mistake had not been made,
native oyster populations would
likely be far healthier than they
are today.

My advice to oyster gardeners
and to those considering starting
this coming fall, is to grow the
“Louisiana” strain. In addition to
oyster gardening, we should all
do everything that can be done
to reduce nitrate and phosphate
pollution. We, not some urban
wastewater treatment plant miles
away, are responsible for the
poor water quality in our local
waterways, and only we, col-
lectively, can improve our local
water quality.

Links useful to (potential)
oyster gardeners can be found at
www.napsva.org.

Treasured stories
I never had a hope chest—a 

beautiful big cedar chest that 
my mother and grandmother 
fi lled with pillows and blankets, 
quilts, comforters and embroi-
dered doilies. 

What I have instead is a small 
cedar chest, probably meant to 
be a jewelry box. But for me, 
it is a place to house my trea-
sures. 

To this day, the little cedar 
box holds a place of honor high 
on the shelf out of reach. Every 
now and then I get it down to 
remember the people I’ve been 
and the roads I’ve traveled. 

There’s a barrette with fake 
diamonds that a little girl of six 
used to hold her bangs in place 
as they were growing out. A 
seven-inch rag Indian doll with 
dark brown braids, a beaded 
dress and a real feather in 
her headdress—made in seventh 
grade during an Indian unit in 
Social Studies. 

A pair of tiny green skates 
with brown shoe laces that a 
high school skater pinned on 
her coat and a pendant awarded 
to her at high school graduation 
that she never put on a chain.

A white “Shmoo” pin shaped 
like the character in “Li’l 
Abner” and worn by a silly 
college girl nicknamed Ginger, 
when she was part of a clique 
called “The Shmoos.” 

There’s a blue lacy garter 
worn by a bride in 1954 for 
“something blue.” And a beau-
tiful handkerchief for “some-
thing borrowed,” which the 
bride never gave back to the 
lender. And now it’s too late. 

Other treasures I’ve kept 
through the years help me 
remember the special people 
who’ve touched my life. A gold 
watch that my father gave my 
mother for her 19th birthday. 
A prayer written by my grand-
mother. 

A hook and magnet used by 
my mother-in-law for everyday 
sewing. A piece of jade my 
husband brought from Central 
America. And a small drawing 
by my artist son, when he was 
six years old. 

The only item of monetary 
value in the entire box is an 
1883 silver dollar that my coin-
collecting grandmother gave me 
for my 12th birthday. But every 
treasure in the chest holds a 
wealth of memories. 

Now, I no longer skate and I 
don’t use barrettes. My mother-
in-law, my grandmother, my 
mother and father are all gone. 
My husband and I have already 
celebrated our 50th wedding 
anniversary. And life experience 
has taught me how foolish it is 
to be cliquish, and that silver 
coins are not as important as 

social connections. 
Together, my priceless trea-

sures help me remember who 
I’ve been at different points 
along my journey. And listen-
ing to their stories reminds me 
who I am and what I still want 
to become. 

Whatever form treasures take, 
dust them off from time to time. 
Draw strength from the memo-
ries they bring. Then use that 
strength to help you live more 
fully in the present moment. 

Copyright 2005 Marie Snider

This Side of 60
by Marie Snider

Visiting the Ruritan Club
From left, Chesapeake District Lt. Gov. Carson Stanley, Zone 
7 Gov. Betty Conklin and Zone 5 Lt. Gov. Bob Phillips were 
guests at the March meeting of the Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Club. Stanley and Phillips reported on the national Ruritan con-
vention recently held in Jack sonville, Fla.

Now...
See your

classified ad
on the

internet!

Place your ad in the Northern
Neck Marketplace classifieds
and it can be seen around the
world on our internet site at:

rrecord.com

Call, fax, e-mail your ad or
bring it in personally.

Rappahannock
Record

435-1701 • 1-800-435-1701
E-mail: mail@rrecord.com

Fax: 435-2632
P.O. Box 400 •  27 N. Main

Kilmarnock435-1701 .... this number will get you places!
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All Occasions
Cards & Gifts

• Wedding
      Invitations

• Bridal
    Accessories

Lancaster Square•Kilmarnock
435-3199 • M-F 9:30-6

Sat 9:30-5

Festival Halle
• Weddings        • Reunions

• Anniversaries       • Any Special Event!

For Your Celebration

Newly Renovated!  Hardwood Floors!

Main Street in historic Reedville, VA
(804) 453-4311

Catering Services Available

FREE Rental for 50+ Wedding Anniversary Celebrations

Galeria Ltd.
Storewide Customer Appreciation Sale

and Open House
March 11-20

15-50%  OFF STOREWIDE

50% OFF specially marked unusual items of interest

Store hours: Mon. thru Sat. 10-6 & Sun. 12-5
7628 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy. (Rt. 17) Yorktown, VA 23692

Phone 757-890-2950                       I-64 to Exit 250B

REGISTER TO WIN $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE

Antiques & Interiors

HELP! Us Move

Chesapeake Commons Shopping Center • 804.435.7252

We elves are in charge of moving all of our ornaments,
music boxes, smokers, spinners, cuckoo clocks, Thomas the

Train, and the rest of our goodies to a smaller location!
That’s tons of stuff to move for us (most of us are only 3

ft. tall you know, plus we trip over our pointy
shoes if we can’t see them!) so we’re having

a big sale (much bigger than we are) to
make it easier on us (and on your wallet!)
For a short time everything will be 50%

off! So hurry in (if you wear pointy shoes
too, be careful!) and you’ll save BIG

(because we’re so little).

A creative approach to home entertaining,
receptions & civic functions

Affordable Elegant Catering
Country Gourmet, LLC

Patricia Prillaman
529-5415

Nifty, Nifty
Look who’s FIFTY !

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  MYRNA

White Stone United Methodist
Women’s Thrift Shop

1/2 price sale
Storewide

Thur., Mar. 17   thru   Sat., Mar. 19

435-0167 • Route 3, White Stone

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 9:30 to 5:00 • 438-5194

Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

Irvington, Virginia
THE DANDELION

Introducing the Most Natural Strapless,
Backless and Invisible Bras in the World!

Garrett Adam and Kelly Dize 
Anderson of Portsmouth are the 
parents of a daughter, Costen 
Grace Anderson, born September 
11, 2004, at DePaul Hospital in 
Norfolk, weighing 8 pounds, 4 
ounces and 21 inches in length.

Maternal grandparents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Jesse Henderson Dize 
of Kilmarnock. Paternal grand-
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Anderson of Richmond.

Maternal great-grandparents 
are Mr. and Mrs. Harry Barbour 
of Hampton and the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse Poole Dize. Paternal 
great-grandmother is Mrs. Doris 
Costen of Norfolk.

Costen Grace was presented 
for infant baptism on February 
20, 2005, at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church in Norfolk with pastor 
Rich Good offi ciating.

Joining parents and grandpar-
ents for the baptism were Jessica 
Dize of Williamsburg and Mr. 
and Mrs. Stephen Stutz and chil-
dren, Jackson and Celeste Rene, 
all of Portsmouth.

Luther and Darlene Oliver 
announce the birth of their son, 
Robert Luther Oliver, born at 
Mary Immaculate Hospital in 
Newport News March 3, 2005, 
at 7:34 p.m. The baby weighed 
10 pounds, 3 ounces and was 21 
inches long.

His grandparents are Richard 
and Doris Schell of White Stone, 
Luther Glen Oliver of Richmond 
and Connie Kennedy and the late 
Robert “Bob” Kennedy of Lan-
caster.

Costen Grace Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Keyser 
returned home last week after 
spending six weeks in the Keyes 
and Ft. Myers, Fla.

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Marsh 
were in Fork Union Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday where they 
enjoyed a visit with her 96-year-
old aunt, Mrs. Grace Winstead, 
and a cousin, Mrs. Aurelia Grif-
fi n.

Friends will be sorry to learn 
of the death of Joseph S. Mitch-
ell at his home in Roanoke on 
March 13. Joe is a native of Nor-
thumberland County.

Cory Smith of Carl Sandberg 
College in Galesburg, Ill., while 
on spring break last week, was the 
guest of Miss Meg Conway and 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. McCue 
Conway, on Indian Creek.

Steve Cartwright of Arlington 
was the house guest of Grayson 
and Suzanne Mattingly in Irving-
ton several days last week.

Bill and Shannon Smith and 
children, Blair, Blake and Drew, 
and Christie Dawson and chil-
dren, Cassie and Colie, have 
returned after spending a week 
with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Eddie Dawson, in Port Charlotte, 
Fla.

Dyan and Byrt Joseph, of 
Ditchley and New York City, 
spent three days at Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., last week. Their son, Sgt. 
Jonathan Joseph, of the United 
States Marines returned from his 
second tour of duty in Iraq. Jon-
athan is a member of the 2nd 
Force Reconnaissance Company 
of the Second Marine Division.

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Webb have 
moved to their retirement home at 
Imperial Plaza in Richmond. Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Blades were 
Tuesday overnight guests of the 
Webbs. Mr. and Mrs. Larry Petty 
visited the Webbs on Saturday.

Guests of Mr. and Mrs. Jenith 
Peterson at Indian Creek several 
days last week were her sister, 
Mrs. Mary Jane Platt, and 
daughter, Karen, of Minneapolis, 
Minn.

Mrs. Shirley Bellows returned 
home last Thursday after a visit 
with her son and his family, Mr. 
and Mrs. Tim Bellows, Amy, 
Abby and Hunter, in Mechanics-
burg, Pa.

Mrs. Betty Janz of Virginia 
Beach was the weekend guests 
of her mother-in-law, Mrs. Joyce 
Janz, on Dividing Creek.

George Wright is recovering 
nicely at home following recent 
eye surgery.

Ms. Mary Lamberth of Rich-
mond had a pleasant visit with 
her grandmother, Mrs. Joe Lam-
berth, last weekend.

David Bangit and daughters, 
Alysea and Keirsten, of Ches-
apeake visited his grandmother, 
Mrs. Ashby Blackwell, on Satur-
day.

Sisters Anne McClintock, Ella 
Mac Turlington, Frances Trim-
mer, Mary Ida Newcomb, joined 
Pat Newcomb,  her daughter and 
daughter-in-law, for a women’s 
retreat at Pat’s mountain cabin 
near Churchville. They especially 
enjoyed the beauty of a six-inch 
snow.

The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club recently received a match-
ing grant from District 7610, 
Rotary International for a pros-
tate cancer screening project.

Data from the American 
Cancer Society gathered during 
the period 1995-99 ranked Vir-
ginia 32nd in the incidence of 
prostate cancer in the U.S.

If this is correct, then why 
is it that practically every resi-
dent of the lower Northern Neck 
knows someone suffering with 
or recovering from this dis-
ease?

The same study indicated 
that Lancaster County had the 
second highest instance of pros-
tate cancer in the Common-
wealth. Perhaps more troubling 
is that Virginia ranks eighth in 
terms of mortality from prostate 
cancer. The higher-than-normal 
death rate may be due in part 
to a lack of testing and early 
detection.

The American Cancer Society 
states that “yearly testing is the 
best way to fi nd prostate cancer 
early,” which leads to a much 
higher chance of cure. The two 
best tests available to the medi-
cal community to discover pros-
tate cancer are prostate-specifi c 
antigen blood test (PSA) and 
digital rectal exam.

The PSA test is a simple blood 
test conducted at an approved 
medical laboratory, found in 
hospitals and most doctors’ 
offi ces, and provides an indica-
tion of the presence of cancer. 
Only a doctor can perform the 
digital rectal exam.

Risk factors are age, race, 
family history and diet. Prostate 
cancer is more likely to be diag-
nosed in men over the age of 
50 with 70 percent of all cases 
being diagnosed in men over 
70.

African-American men have 
a signifi cantly greater risk of 
prostate cancer, are more likely 
to have a more aggressive form 
of the disease, and if diagnosed, 
the cancer is more likely to be 
in later stages than white Amer-
ican males. If a man’s father or 
brother(s) had or have prostate 
cancer, he is more likely to be 
diagnosed also.

Diet is thought to be a factor 
in prostate cancer and research 
in this area is still under review 
by the medical community.

The Virginia Cancer Registry 
in its report concluded, “Early 
detection with the PSA test has 
revolutionized the diagnosis of 
prostate cancer.” It also notes 
that early detection and treat-
ment are the most important 

factors to stem the mortality of 
the disease.

The grant will fund PSA test-
ing for uninsured and those who 
have Medicare Part A only. Rap-
pahannock General Hospital is 
donating its facilities and staff 
time to conduct the tests April 
12 and 19 between 5 and 7 p.m.  
Tests will be administered in 
the hospital’s oncology clinic 
by appointment only through 
telephone registration between 
1 and 4 p.m. April 6 and 7. To 
register for the test, men should 
call 435-8656 or 435-8658.

An information seminar, open 
to the public, will be held at 
Kilmarnock Baptist Church at 
7 p.m. April 5. Dr. William 
Morgan, MCV urologic oncolo-
gist, will speak. 

Additional information on 
prostate cancer may be obtained 
from the American Cancer Soci-
ety at 1-800-227-2345, or at 
www.cancer.org.

“A Beauty or a Beast” sym-
posium on how to protect 
waterfront property while being 
a good citizen with a beautiful 
yard, will be presented by the 
Northern Neck Master Garden-
ers April 9. 

The program will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Ches-
apeake Academy in Irvington, 
and will offer insight into what 
grows well in the Northern 
Neck.

Tickets are $20 in advance 
and $25 the day of the sympo-
sium. Lunch can be purchased 
for $10 with advanced registra-
tion.

To register, call 580-5694. 

Dr. Jiggs Tingle and The You 
and I Class at Bethel United 
Methodist Church will hold 
a dinner Saturday, March 19, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

The dinner marks the 50th 
anniversary for the Sunday 
school class fund-raiser. Coun-
try ham and oysters, among 
other things, are on the “All 
You Can Eat For All You Can 
Give” menu.

Proceeds from the dinner go 
to the scholarship project of 
the charge and to various other 
church programs.

■ Lapidary to speak
Lapidary Gail Eldred will pres-

ent a lecture April 4 at 7 p.m. at 
the Gloucester County Library in 
Gloucester. 

Eldred will share basic tech-
niques of her experiences as an 
artist. The presentation is spon-
sored by the Art League of 
Gloucester.

■ Quilting for beginners
The Briar Patch Quilt Shop in 

White Stone is offering a quilt-
ing class for beginners. The class 
starts Thursday, March 24, and 
will be held for six consecutive 
Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. 

The fee is $60; supplies are 
additional. Pre-registration is 
required. To register, call 
435-9065.  

■ Relay seeks survivors
The American Cancer Society 

Relay For Life Committee for 
Essex/Richmond Counties is 
asking all cancer survivors who 
would like to participate in the 
relay to call Anita Latane at 
443-8316, or Lisa Tallent at 
443-8328 by March 31. The relay 
will be May 21 at the Essex High 
School Athletic Field.

The Bank of Lancaster 
Golden Advantage Club will 
sponsor a gardening workshop 
by the Northern Neck Master 
Gardeners March 29 at 10 a.m. 
in the Community Room of the 
Bank of Lancaster northside 
branch in Kilmarnock. 

Ellen Hollows and Jennifer 
King will guide attendees 
through general clean-up, soil 
testing and amendments, and 
tool selection and care. They 
will give advice and recom-
mendations for pruning, plant 
selection and how to divide 
plants.

For reservations, call Lisa 
Clegg at 435-4116, or 1-800-
435-1140. 

Essex County members will 
host the Lettice Lee Chapter, 
Colonial Dames XVII Century 
March 19 at the Courthouse 
Tavern Museum in King and 
Queen Courthouse.

The meeting date is a change 
from the usual meeting time 
because of a conflict with the 
state conference meeting the 
previous week. Docents of the 
King and Queen Historical 
Society will provide the pro-
gram concerning the history of 
the historic building.

The three-story building is 
near the courthouse off Route 
14.

The structure dates back to at 
least 1800. The third story was 
added between 1850 and 1900. 
A two-story addition was prob-
ably built between 1910 and 

Musician Wanted
to direct

Barbershop Chorus
Full info

@www.baytones.org
Mike Broderick 438-5127

Jim Groff 453-5891
Frank Elliott 435-3631

Local News
Births

Area
Events

50th dinner 
is Saturday

Symposium
to address
lawn care

Club plans
gardening
workshop

Colonial Dames to meet 
at King and Queen museum

Rotary organizes prostate 
cancer screening sessions

The Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science After Hours 
Lecture Series will present 
“Conservation Landscaping: 
Bay-friendly Practices for the 
Coastal Plain” March 31 from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Glouces-
ter Point Campus. 

Traditional lawn and garden 
maintenance relies on gasoline-
powered equipment and chem-
ical pesticides. Conservation 
landscaping is an alternative 
approach to create attractive, 
low-maintenance landscapes 
while also reducing air and 
water pollution and restoring 
wildlife habitat. 

Karen Duhring will describe 
home landscape practices to 
maintain healthy soil, select 
beneficial plants, conserve 
water, and practice integrated 
pest management. 

 Reservations are required. 
Call 684-7846. 

Conservation
landscaping
lecture is set

1915.
The building was used as a 

tavern for those attending ses-
sions of the County Court from 
the mid-19th century at least 
until it’s purchase by King 
and Queen County in 1941. 
At that time it was used to 
house county offices. In 1999, 
the King and Queen Historical 
Society obtained grants for ren-
ovation from the State of Vir-
ginia and from the Jessie Ball 
du Pont Fund. This led to the 
establishment and restoration 
of the museum.

The building is the only sur-
viving structure in the Court-
house Green Historical District 
that was not burned by Union 
Forces in 1864.

To attend the luncheon, send 
reservations to Emily Ellis.

For display or directory advertising, call the Record: 435-1701.
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Deborah Morgan
Certified REIKI Practicioner • Therapeutic Bodywork

A powerful, yet gentle method of healing touch, that utilizes universal
energy to bring profound peace and spiritual healing. Benefits often
include reduced anxiety and stress, reduced negative emotions and

physical symptoms and a soothing deep relaxation.
For Appointments, call: 804-436-3772804-436-3772804-436-3772804-436-3772804-436-3772  Leave message.

18 S. Main St. • Kilmarnock, VA • 435-1783
Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

86 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia

Gather with Us
Down by the “Rivah” side

For Our
Grand Opening Celebration

Of
The Rivah Remembrance Collection & Gallery

Happy Hour on the Hour
With Spirits & Specials

Saturday, March 19, 2005
9:00 am to 6:00 pm

2nd floor

Just in time

Start out the
Spring Season

with a new Easter
Outfit!

Take
an extra20% off

sale
price

for Spring

Dresses by . . .
Koret

& Plaza South
Sportswear by . . .
Alfred Dunner,

Graff, Koret
& Keren Hart

“Let freedom ring
for all enduring time”

THE QUALITY CLOTHING STORE
FOR WOMEN, CHILDREN AND MEN

Main Street • Downtown, Kilmarnock
Winter Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-5:00 • 435-1212

Gifts for all occasions, Tableware, Gourmet Foods
& Coffee, Unique Jewelry & Specialty Gift Baskets

Serendipity Gifts
2151 Northumberland Hwy.

Lottsburg, Virginia
(next to Post Office)

804-529-7511

Mention this ad and receive 10% offMention this ad and receive 10% off

The White Stone United 
Methodist Church on Friday, 
March 18, will sponsor a baked 
potato supper from 5 to 7 p.m. 
to benefit the Society of St. 
Andrews.

The menu will include baked 
potatoes with toppings, salad, 
beverge and desert. The cost 
is $6. Take-outs will be avail-
able,

Reservations are requested. 
Call 435-3555. Leave name, 
number in party and a phone 
number.

The Society of St. Andrews 
is a faith-based organization 
that supplies fresh produce to 
the hungry through its Glean-
ing Network, Potato Project 
and Harvest of Hope programs, 
as well as its Hunger Relief 
Advocate Initiative. Through 
these efforts, the Society of St. 
Andrews saved and distributed 
food at a cost of less than $. 
5 per pound, or about a penny 
per serving.

At the invitation of farmers 
around the country, Gleaning 
Network volunteers went into 
farm fields and orchards and 

gleaned what was left after the 
harvest. In 2004, 17.6 million 
pounds of food that would have 
been plowed under was sal-
vaged. The food provided some 
52.8 millon servings.

Last year, the Potato Project 
received donations of nearly 14 
million commercially unmar-
ketable, yet perfectly good 
potatoes and other produce 
from the agricultural commu-
nity, which provided 41 mil-
lion servings to the hungry.

The Harvest of Hope pro-
gram is a gleaning and study 
program with Biblical roots 
offering weekend and week-
long mission retreat camps for 
junior and senior high youth, 
young adults and intergener-
ational groups addressing the 
realities of hunger, its causes 
and effects.

The Hunger Relief Advocate 
Initiative engages the United 
Methodist Church through the 
leadership of United Methodist 
Men in advocacy and hands-on 
mission work for the poor and 
the hungry, and to develop and 
oversee gleaning networks.

Turner Sculpture of Onley 
recently donated a bronze 
sculpture of an osprey and 
eel to Chesapeake Academy 
for its 2005 auction. 

The sculpture was designed 
by William H. Turner in 
1994 and cast in the Turner 
Foundry. It is number 60 in 
a limited edition of 75. The 
academy has an earlier cast 
of the same sculpture housed 
in its front lobby. 

The auction will be held 
April 30 at Chesapeake Acad-
emy in Irvington.

For auction information, 
call 438-5575. 

Foundry 
donates 
sculpture 

From left, auction co-chair Diana Neal and head of school 
Seth Ahlborn admire osprey sculpture.

The Virginia State Dance is the 
square dance.

“Do sa do - go around your 
partner” - that’s one of the calls 
Linwood Thomas will make April 
1 at a square dance session at 
Festival Halle in Reedville spon-
sored by the Northumberland 
County Republican Committee. 
The dance will be held from 6 to 
10 p.m.

In addition to expert instruction 
on square dancing by  Thomas, 
there will be line dancing with 
lessons led by Joanne Haynie. 
For the kids, Buzzy the Clown 
will entertain with face painting, 
balloon sulpture and magic.

The Lancaster Players will 
hold auditions March 17 and 
20 for a May production of the 
comedy “Cinderella Waltz” by 
Don Nigro.

Auditions will be held at the 
The Playhouse in White Stone 
at 7 p.m. March 17 and 2 p.m. 
March 20.

The adult parody of the pop-
ular fairy tale will be directed 
by Randal Tyler. He is seeking 
fi ve women and four men ages 
16 to 60 to play Rosey Snow, 
her stepmother, two stepsisters, 
her father, a prince and his loyal 
troll, a sensitive village idiot and 
a fairy godmother.

The ages of the characters will 
be determined by the audition 

Lancaster Players seeks 
cast and crew for comedy

turnout. Tyler welcomes new, 
younger talent as well as sea-
soned veterans.

He also seeks technical assis-
tance in directing, producing, 
stage management, costuming, 
set building, lighting and sound. 
The set will be designed by Janice 
Stewart.

Anyone interested in helping 
with the production in any capac-
ity is urged to attend auditions. 
Actors will be asked to read from 
the script.

Individual auditions and or 
meetings for those interested but 
unable to attend the audition dates 
may be scheduled. Call Tyler at 
438-5312, or The Playhouse at 
435-3776. 

The Northern Neck Medical 
Scholarship Fund will host a 
spring fashion show luncheon 
with cash bar at Indian Creek 
Country Club April 2 at 1 p.m.

Tickets are available at Wild-
est Dreams and by calling Shir-
ley McAdoo at 435-3504, or Ann 
Carpenter at 438-5129.

Fashions will be provided by 
Wildest Dreams in Burgess by 
owner Peggy Jones, who coordi-

Peggy Jones of Wildest Dreams has been selecting fashions for 
the April 2 show and luncheon.

nates the show.
Tickets are $25 per person. Pro-

ceeds benefi t the Northern Neck 
Medical Scholarship Fund which 
provides nursing scholarship to 
those wishing to pursue a career 
in nursing while living in the 
Northern Neck. The fund has 
been helping students realize their 
dreams since 1986.

There will be door prizes and a 
raffl e.

Fashion show to benefi t
nursing scholarship fund

Potato feast to help fund
hunger relief programs 

From left are Wes Smith, Kent Berger, Sandra Lee, Bart Kuebler 
and Larry Heatwole.

The Boathouse Cafe in 
Urbanna will host Sandra Lee 
and the Katz ‘n’ Jammers Band 
March 25 from 9 p.m. to mid-
night.

Lee and her band offer a vari-
ety of music from the 1960s to 
the the 1990s.

Lee and her husband, Jim 
Harris, recently converted their 
summer cottage at the mouth 
of Tabb’s Creek into their per-
manent home. Harris owns and 
manages the band.

“We love the area, the people,” 
said Harris. “To be able to look 
out our kitchen window every 
morning and see the sun rise 
over the Chesapeake Bay is such 

a treat.”
Band members include Wes 

Smith on bass and vocals, Kent 
Berger on drums and vocals, 
Bart Kuebler on keyboards and 
Larry Heatwole on guitar and 
vocals. Lee is the lead vocalist.

They have played locally at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Country 
Club and will be the host band 
for the 50th anniversary of the 
club in July. They also have 
played several weddings in the 
area and at the Boat Club in 
White Stone.

For reservations at the Boat 
House, call 758-8200. To receive 
a promotional package from the 
band, call Harris at 435-3384.

Boathouse to host Katz ‘n’
Jammers with Sandra Lee

Northumberland Republicans 
to hold square dance session

Bronze osprey  
joins annual 
school auction

A silent auction will be held 
and an original Irish Chain quilt 
by Martha Mahieu of Wicomico 
Church will be raffl ed.

From 6 to 7:30 p.m. food will 
be served. The menu includes 
TexMex chili, hot dogs, barbecue, 
cole slaw, baked beans, chips, 
hot tea, coffee, sodas, cookies, 
brownies and washtub sundaes.

The fee is $20 per family 
“and that includes the food,” 
said event chairman Sonny 
Harper.

Admission is by advanced 
sales only. See a member of the 
Republican Committee or call 
Randy Neal at 453-6625.

Perms for Spring
Quantum • Apple Pectin Plus
• One & Only-Moisturing by

Jheri Redding • Zotos

Reasonably Priced

Jean’s Beauty Shop
435-1864

1.5 miles outside of Kilmarnock
toward White Stone,

Simmons Lane, Rt. 759

The fifth annual “Picnic in 
Past Times” will be held at the 
Rosewell ruins in Gloucester 
April 17, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Attendees will join the 18th-
century Page family for a 
gourmet box lunch, chat with 
historical characters from the 
1770s, participate in a colo-
nial dancing lesson and enjoy 
period music.

 The family members and 
friends of Rosewell’s owner, 
Gov. John Page, will be 
portrayed by the Rappahan-
nock Colonial Heritage Soci-
ety. Jenny Edenborn will play 
18th-century fiddle tunes. 

Tickets are $14 for adults and 
$7 for children. Call 693-2585 
for advance tickets. The dead-
line is April 13.

Picnic in 
the past at 
Rosewell

Promote your business 
in a cost-effective way!  

Call 804-435-1701

Celebrations

email: editor@rrecord.com
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 St. Patrick's Day Sale 
Save 25%  

on Custom Framing  
Orders* 

Applies to complete order 
Bring CreekFever your art and we will  professionally frame 
it using the best in conservation material and techniques!    

Art and Custom Framing 
Warsaw  4562 Richmond Rd   804-333-1966 

Kilmarnock  2 N. Main St.  804-435-1900 

“You Name I t. . .CreekFever Can Frame It !” 

Inside Lipscombe Furniture 

*Min order $133 

Sale Ends Sat.  

Mar. 26th. 

In-home Massage
Charlotte Baldwin

Certified Massage Therapist
Gift Certificates Available

(804) 758-2126 • Cell (804) 695-4768

New Spring Yarns !

Hot for Spring & Summer
Scarves & Ponchos in
new widths & lengths

Come see & feel our great new yarns
at The Bay Window

Arriving Daily

804-438-6636
open mon.-sat.  10 or 11 till 4 or 5

4265 irvington rd., irvington, va
MasterCard

VISA

Grand Opening
March 19, 2005
Grand Opening

Childrens Clothing size 4 to 16
Teenage Girls Clothing

Urban Style Clothing

March 19, 2005
Where: Across from Curry & Curry Pottery

The Office Park
Suite #4

Kilmarnock, Virginia
Mon. thru. Sat.  10:30 - 5:30

436-8403
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Yard Sale
Saturday, March 19

10:00–3:00
Three Sisters Antiques and Art

466 Rappahannock Drive (Route 3)
White Stone, VA 22578 ♥ 804-436-0000

♥    Regional Art: Watercolors, Oils, Lithos, Prints    ♥

William and Sue Wills portray 
the Kennedys.

William and Sue Wills of 
Abilene, Texas, will return to 
Rappahannock Westminster-Can-
terbury Monday, March 21, at 
7 p.m. to present their dramatic 
interpretation of a news confer-
ence with President John F. and 
his First Lady Jackie Kennedy.

 “Presidents and their First 
Ladies, dramatically speaking” is 
the fi nal event this season in the 
Bazaar Performance Series.

From their repertoire of 31 
fi rst couples, the Willses per-
form nearly 300 times each year. 
Since 1997, they have returned 
repeatedly to RW-C, where they 
have presented dramatic vignettes 
from the lives of the Trumans, 
Eisenhowers, Lincolns, Hoovers, 
both Roosevelts, and John and 
Abigail Adams. 

William Wills researches and 
writes the scripts and handles the 
bookings while Sue Wills edits 
and creates the costumes.  

Artist Jeff Warren in April will 
teach a portrait painting course 
at the Rappahannock Art League 
Studio Gallery in Kilmarnock.

Students will learn techniques 
of drawing the human face and 
head, painting skin tones, and fi n-
ishing a portrait. A model will pose 
each session and students will be 
provided with color photos of the 
model to use while working at 
home. Warren will critique work.

The fi ve-session course will be 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mondays 
April 4, 11, 25, and May 2 and 9. 
Classes are scheduled a week apart 
in order to give students the oppor-
tunity to practice and absorb what 
they have learned. Students in any 
media are welcome. Warren will 
demonstrate and paint in oils.

Warren’s portraits have won blue 
ribbons at the annual Rappahan-
nock Art League Labor Day Week-
end Art Exhibit. He studied under 
Danni Dawson at the Alexandria 
Art League School and in the work-
shops of Shane Neal, winner of 
Best in Show 2001, American Por-
trait Society.

To register, call 436-9309.

Addie, 
a portrait by Jeff Warren.

Family to take the stage
The Michael Dawson family of Warsaw will take the stage in 
the Westmoreland Players produc tion of “To Kill a Mocking-
bird.” From left, Boo Radley (Michael Dawson) makes a con-
nection with Scout (Victoria Dawson) as narrator Jean Louise 
(Laura Dawson) looks into the past. The drama will be pre-
sented at West Side Hall in Callao at 8 p.m. April 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 
14, 15 and 16; and at 3 p.m. April 3, 10 and 17. Tickets are $12 
for adults and $7 for students. For reservations, call 529-9345. 

John Fulton Lewis of Reed-
ville has written a history of 
30 turbulent years in China and 
Europe, between the end of 
the 19th century and the mid-
1920s, when most of the 20th 
century’s major political fig-
ures first emerged on the world 
stage, and tumultuous forces 
set in motion the history of the 
twentieth century.

Lewis was brought up in a 
family of Methodist missionar-
ies to China.

“I was conceived in that land 
and whisked home six months 
later to be born in Baltimore, 
in order, said my father, that 
I would be eligible to become 
president of the United States,” 
said Lewis. “Some of my Chi-
nese friends still insist I am 
also eligible to claim to be part 
Chinese since that culture says 
you are already a year old at 
birth.”

The book is titled China’s 
Great Convulsion, 1894-1924: 
How Chinese Overthrew a 
Dynasty, Fought Chaos and War-
lords, and Still Helped the West-
ern Allies Win World War One.

It makes passing reference 
to the educational efforts 
directed by Lewis’s grandfa-
ther, Bishop Wilson Seeley 
Lewis, in encouraging the 
establishment of high schools 
and colleges in China.

Lewis’s mother became an 
acclaimed writer of books on 
China for young people and 
adults in the years after her 
return to the U.S. winning the 
Newberry Medal in 1933 for 
Young Fu of the Upper Yang-
tze.

His aunt, Idabelle Lewis, was 
president of Hwa Nan College 
for Girls in Foochow during the 
second decade of the 20th cen-
tury. His father, John A. Lewis, 
was principal of the Boy’s School 
in Nanking and, in 1917, vol-
unteered as a chaplain-counselor 
and interpreter to accompany 
some 2,000 of 180,000  Chi-
nese workers contracted by the 
British and French colonial rep-
resentatives in China and Indo 
China. The workers served as a 
labor-force backup to the French 
and their British and American 
allies behind the lines in World 
War One.

This account of the Chinese 
Labor Corps is a story never 

before detailed in the U.S. 
Since his father died before 
Lewis reached age 11, he had 
little firsthand knowledge to go 
on about the Corps’ achieve-
ments. The research and facts 
that made writing the book 
possible were his fortunate 
connections, explained in the 
acknowledgments section of 
the book, with fellow members 
of the American China Stamp 
Society, a prominent Hong 
Kong stamp auction house, 
his extensive, continuing study 
regarding the hsitory of China 
and the West, and the associ-
ations and contacts he made 
between 1970 and 1990, when 
he served as vice president 
of the Sino-American Cultural 
Society of the Greater Wash-
ington Metropolitan Region.

The book begins in 1894 
with Japan’s first aggressions 
in Asia and a Chinese revolu-
tionary’s call to overthrow the 
Manchurian Ch’ing Dynasty in 
Peking, capturing the excite-
ment of China’s stormy entry 
into a modern age.

The book also addresses the 
intrigues and strife among Chi-
nese factions, between political 
activists and warlords, between 
Chinese and Japanese, and Chi-
nese and Europeans. Lewis’s 
organization of the material is 
concise, and from his narra-
tive emerge the seeds of Chi-
na’s 50 years of civil war 
that, politically at least, con-
tinues in the standoff between 
Beijing’s communist regime 
and the democratic republic on 
Taiwan; the rise of communism 
in Russia and the Far East; and 
World War II, Pearl Harbor and 
the Cold War.

Lewis remains engaged in 
researching and writing two 
national newsletters and com-
mentaries for the regional Del-
MarVa FARMER and New 
Jersey FARMER newspapers. 
He is now engaged in writing a 
history of exploration, East to 
West and West to East.

Lewis will appear on The 
Thea Marshall Show on 
WINDY 105 Tuesday, March 
22, at 10 a.m., to discuss the 
book. He also will be at the 
Book Nook on Church Street in 
Kilmarnock for signing copies 
of the book Saturday, March 
26, from 10 to 11 a.m.

The 55th annual Garden Club 
of Gloucester Daffodil Show 
will be April 2 and 3 at Page 
Middle School in Gloucester. 
Show times are April 2 from 
2 to 5 p.m. and April 3 from 
noon to 4 p.m.

The show is a display of 
blooms and many varieties of 
daffodils in the judged horti-
culture displays. It is accred-
ited by the American Daffodil 
Society. 

Special features include new 
classes for small growers and 
a major horticultural display 
by Brent and Becky’s Bulbs of 
Gloucester. 

On April 3 at 2 p.m., Brent 
Heath will give a lecture on 
“The Tropical Paradise Garden 
with Summer Flowering 
Bulbs.”

The artist theme for flower 
arrangements will be “Down to 
the Sea in Ships.” The junior 
division theme for arrange-
ments will be “Fishing for a 
Fun Arrangement.” There will 
also be table setting displays 
with arrangements.

To exhibit, order a schedule 
from Louise Whitley at 
lwhitl9@aol.com, or Ann Rex 
at DancgDiva@aol.com. To 
register children for the junior 
division, call Sarah Hylton at 
642-3786, or Sue Zima at 
642-5270.

Daffodil show
set in Gloucester

On April 2, the Daffodil show 
will coincide with the Daf-
fodil Festival on Main Street 
in Gloucester sponsored by 
Gloucester County. The fes-
tival includes a parade, musi-
cal entertainment, craft and art 
shows and a food court.

Warren to teach 
portrait course

Lewis publishes new book
on China; signing is March 26

Northern Neck Veterans of For-
eign Wars Auxiliary 7167 par-
ticipates in a program called 
Operation Uplink. The program 
helps keep active duty military 
personnel and hospitalized veter-
ans in touch with their families 
and loved ones by providing them 
with free long-distance telephone 
cards.

In addition to donations to 
Operation Uplink by Auxiliary 
7167, phone cards are purchased 
locally and mailed to those 
deployed to Iraq.

Folks don’t have to be mem-
bers of VFW Auxiliary 7167 to 
participate in Operation Uplink. 
The auxiliary welcomes dona-
tions from anyone who would 
like to help service men and 
women have a link to home and 
family.

Donations may be sent to VFW 
Auxiliary 7167, 3111 Islington 
Road, Warsaw, VA 22572, or call 
333-3918.

VFW seeks 
Operation 
Uplink 
donations

Couple 
to portray 
Kennedys

Pirojenko visits
Russian pianist Alexandre Piro-
jenko enraptured an audi ence 
of nearly 200 at Grace Epis-
copal Church last Wednesday. 
The concert was sponsored by 
Campbell Memorial Presbyte-
rian Church’s Music in the Vil-
lage program. The next con cert 
in the series will be May 15, 
when Vien nese cellist Wolf-
gang Panhofer plays at Camp-
bell.

Tickets are available for the 
seventh annual Pride of Middle-
sex dinner at 6 p.m. on April 2 
at Christchurch School to honor 
longtime St. Clare Walker princi-
pal Joe Fears.

Commonwealth Cablevision 
will cover the program, courtesy 
of the Woman’s World show. 

Because the event is being held 
in the Christchurch School dining 
hall, there is room for more than 
double the regular number of 
guests. 

Fears is being honored for “Ser-
vice Above Self” to the Middle-
sex community in a variety of 
areas. Guest speakers will include 
family, friends, colleagues and 
corporate sponsors Port Financial 
and Revere Gas & Appliance. 
Middlesex Rotary invites all mem-
bers of the community to partici-

pate. 
A collage of special moments is 

being created for Fears from old 
photos. Anyone who would like 
to write a letter or share a special 
remembrance is urged to do so. 
Photos will be scanned and can be 
picked up at the event. Fears will 
be presented with the collection at 
the event.

Tickets for the dinner are $30 
per person and available from any 
Rotarian, or by calling Maria Wil-
liams at 758-2244. 

Photos for the display and letters 
can be delivered prior to March 26 
to Martha Heric at The Riemann 
Companies Inc. on Prince George 
Street in Urbanna, or to Bob Tas-
sone at Port Financial Services 
in the Hartfi eld Business Center 
in Hartfi eld. Include names, dates 
and captions on the photos.

Pride of Middlesex
banquet is April 2

To submit stories:
email editor@rrecord.com
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$998 

LIPSCOMBE  

FURNITURE & APPLIANCE  

Warsaw, 4562 W. Richmond Rd.  333-5599 

Kilmarnock, 2 N. Main St. 435-1900 

Premium Visco-Memory Foam Mattress 

Compare to the Tempur-Pedic® 

3” of Symbol-Pedic®  Visco-Memory Foam 
5” of a Premium Long Life Foam Core 

Terry Cloth Ticking 
Save Hundreds of Dollars... Tempur-Pedic® 
Queen Size Mattress Costs Over $1600  

Save Over $600 

Unparalleled Comfort and Support 
Molds to your body leaving no area unsupported.  

Great for back, hip and joint pain!! 

Never Needs Turning 

Introductory  Price  
Queen Size 

Tempur-Pedic® is a registered trademark of  Tempur-Pedic® , Inc 

Limited Time Only 

St Patrick’s Day Sale 
12 Months No Interest*  

Check out our large selection!! 
New colors, fabrics and styles 

Sofas As Low As 
$398 

“Lipscombe is your Bedding Warehouse” 

Solid  “Made In Virginia” Bedrooms 

Save up to 50% 

St. Patrick’s Day Savings  
 Many Styles and Finishes 

to choose from!  

Save up to 50% on Broyhill  
Sofas , Sleepers, Accents Chairs 

Lipscombe is proud to offer Vaughan-
Bassett Bedrooms at up to 50% less than 

other furniture retailers1 
As Low As  

$997 
Oak 

Certified Design Consultant

Cabinetry, Granite Counter Tops
& Bookcases

2151 Northumberland Hwy. Lottsburg, Virginia
Office: 804-529-9773

804-529-9770

Arrow Kitchens

Wholesale prices for everyone !

Downtown, Kilmarnock

Local Rivah Wear & Tee Shirts
2nd Floor

Millennium

7804 River Road                  Corrottoman Plaza-Mollusk

Aline T. Waller

Open Full Time
Tuesday – Saturday 8:00a-7:00p

Hair Studio

Styling Cosmetologist

(804) 462-0433

Anne Olsen 

The Kilmarnock Garden Club 
will begin its year March 22 with 
Anne Olsen presenting “Lessons 
Learned from Garden Tours” at 
Kilmarnock Baptist Church.  

Olsen began taking gardening 
classes in 1986 at the National 
Arboretum in Washington, D.C. In 
1988 she and her husband moved 
to the Northern Neck. In 1990 she 
took the Virginia Master Garden-
er’s course and has been a volun-
teer since. 

Olsen has taught classes on 
trees, shrubs and elementary 
garden design. She has spoken on 
perennials, insects, diseases and 
pesticide use. She enjoys teach-
ing beginning gardeners and those 
who have become discouraged. 

She has been involved with the 
Just Gardens tour as a co-founder, 
committee member and garden 
owner, which she opened in 2001 
and will again this year. She is 
a member of the Garden Club of 
the Northern Neck and in 2004 
won the Garden Club of Virgin-
ia’s Horticulture Award of Merit . 
She also serves as the horticulture 
chairman for the Northern Neck 
Chapter of the Virginia Native 
Plant Society.

Members should arrive by 10:45 
a.m. to set up exhibits and fl oral 
designs. The meeting will begin at 
11 a.m. followed with lunch pro-
vided by club members. Olsen’s 
program will begin at 1 p.m. Call 
Jane Denton at 435-6877, or Pat 
Clawson at 462-0442. 

The Museums of Colonial 
Williamsburg offer interactive 
programs to complement three 
new exhibitions: the “Principles 
of Freedom,” “Outside In: Folk 
Sculpture for the American 
Landscape” and “Treasures of 
the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller 
Folk Art Museum.”

Related programs include dis-
covery tours, hands-on activities, 
dramatic presentations, 
thought-provoking lectures and 
musical concerts, supplementing 
the museum’s daily focus tours, 
ongoing curatorial and conser-
vation tours and annual holiday 
activities.

“Collaboration between Colo-
nial Williamsburg’s museums 

The Lancaster/Northumberland 
Relay for Life committee will hold 
an organizational meeting March 
30 at 6 p.m. at the Northumber-
land Public Library in Heaths-
ville.

The Relay for Life event will be 
held May 13 and 14 at Northum-
berlandd High School.

The commitee urges survivors 
to participate in the annual sur-
vivor’s reception at 6:30 p.m. on 
May 13.

Registration for the reception 
begins at 6 p.m. There is no fee 
to participate in the survivors’ 
activities. To participate, contact 
chairman William L. Smith or 
co-chairman Jessica L. Davis at 
435-2850.

Opening ceremonies will 
include special guests, music and 
recognition of cancer survivors. 
A survivors’ walk will begin at 
7 p.m. prior to a grand luminaria 
ceremony.

The committee also seeks dona-
tions for candle luminaries to 
remember a loved one or friend 
who has had cancer. The sug-
gested donation is $10. To sponsor 
a candle, contact Smith or Davis.

Anyone who wants to form or 
join a relay team is urged to attend 
the organizational meeting.

Proceeds benefi t the American 
Cancer Society.

Contributing to tavern campaign
Bank of Lancaster president Austin Roberts and senior vice 
president Linda Morris recently pre sented the fi rst payment of 
a four-year commit ment to the Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern 
Fourth Century Campaign. From left are Peggy Fleming and Bill 
Kirby of the tavern, Roberts and Morris. The campaign is raising 
funds for a  Tavern Living History Complex and an endow ment. 
“Bank of Lancaster is proud to be a part of this worthwhile 
endeavor,” said Morris, who also serves on the tavern board. 
Donations can be sent to the Century Campaign, Rice’s Ho tel/
Hughlett’s Tavern Foundation Inc., P. O. Box 579, Heathsville, 
VA 22473.

Williamsburg museums offer 
hands-on family programs

and the historic area has pro-
duced a tremendous variety of 
fun, relevant and innovative pro-
grams for our guests,” said 
Patricia Balderson, manager of 
museum education. “Our goal is 
to provide engaging and educa-
tional fare that delights guests of 
all ages.”

Family-friendly programs for 
2005 include:

• Art Adventures—10:30 a.m. 
March 19, 26, April 2, 16, 30, 
and May 14.

• Art Stop—2:30 to 4 p.m. Fri-
days, June 3 to August 26.

• Explore Folk Art—10:30 
a.m. Saturdays, June 4 to August 
27, September 3, 17, October 1, 
15, 29, Nov. 12.

• From Plats to Maps—1 to 
2:30 p.m. Wednesdays.

• Map Quest and Map Quest 
for Kids—3 p.m. Wednesdays, 
every other week through Sep-
tember 28.

• Principals of 
Freedom—10:30 a.m. Fridays, 
June 3 to August 26.

• Stitch Detectives—1 to 2:30 
p.m. Sundays, June 5 to August 
28, Wednesdays, October 5, 19, 
November 2, 16, 20.

•Wee Folk—11:15 a.m. 
Wednesdays.

Two special family weekends 
also are offered. “Spring Break 
for Families,” features Wee Folk 
at 11:15 a.m. and Art Stop from 
2:30 to 4 p.m. April 1, and Art 

Adventure at 10:30 a.m. April 2; 
and “National Children’s Day” 
from 1 to 4 p.m. October 9, fea-
turing music, games and gallery 
activities for the entire family.

Gallery tours of current exhib-
its include Focus on Furniture, 
2:15 and 3:15 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays in “American 
Furniture: Virginia to Vermont”; 
Focus on Maps, 2:15 and 3:15 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays in 
“Degrees of Latitude”; and Who, 
What and Ware, 2:15 and 3:15 
p.m. Sundays and Mondays in 
“Identifying Ceramics.” Meet 
the Curator/Conservator Tours, 
2:30 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from March to May, 
introduce guests to staff that 
research and care for museum 
antiques.

The museums include the 
Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk 
Art Museum and the DeWitt 
Wallace Decorative Arts 
Museum. Admission is included 
in any multi-day Colonial Wil-
liamsburg admission ticket, or 
by separate museums ticket. For 
information, call 757-220-7724.

Relay for Life 
event seeks
survivors, 
donors, teams

Dr. John Rowden spoke to a 
capacity audience at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury’s View-
points last Monday regarding the 
naturalization at the Central Park 
Zoo, where he is animal curator. 

On some six-and-a-half acres 
with 60 employees, the zoo exhib-
its more than 1,000 mammals, 
birds, reptiles and amphibians to 
about a million visitors each year. 
Its $5.5 million budget comes 
from the Parks Department of the 
City of New York, and all gate and 
concession income returns to the 
city.

Swans, geese and bears began 
to appear at the site in the 1860s, 
making it the oldest place in the 
country to have had a collection 
of animals. However, it was not 
established as a zoo until 1934. 
Park rangers without animal train-
ing were assigned to the zoo, and 
by the 1980s it was in disrepair. 
It reopened in 1988 as part of the 
Wildlife Conservation Society. 

The WCS also includes the 
Coney Island Aquarium, the 
Queens Zoo, Prospect Park Zoo, 
and the Bronx Zoo, where Rowden 
was previously bird curator. The 
fi ve components work together 
and share veterinary resources, but 
operate autonomously. 

With a horticulture team for the 
tropical region and ice machines 
to stock polar exhibits, the staff 

attempts to naturalize habitat and 
create opportunities for natural 
behavior. Instead of capturing and 
anesthetizing animals for medical 
procedures, staff trains animals to 
stand, open their mouths, or extend 
their paws. Intuitive foraging is 
encouraged.   

“There are no little silver pans 
for meals,” said Rowden. “Ani-
mals have excellent skills at solv-
ing problems and fi nding food. 
We bury food in straw, put live 
fi sh in ponds, or build digging pits 
for the polar bears so they can use 
their brains. We strap PVC tubes 
together, put food inside and plug 
the ends so the animals have to 
fi gure out how to get the food 
out.”

Social interaction is a sign of 
animals’ well-being in captivity. 
Staff puts rocks in pools so pen-
guins can gather them to build 
their nests, and reproduction has 
been so successful that the zoo’s 
penguins are spread throughout 
the country. 

“Our goal is that we don’t bring 
in animals from the wild,” said 
Rowden. “We want self-sustain-
ing populations.” 

The Virginia Symphony music 
conductor JoAnn Falletta will 
speak at Viewpoints April 19 at 
1 p.m. A dessert reception will 
follow. Call 438-4000 for reserva-
tions.  

Speaker explains zoo’s
focus on natural habitat

Garden club 
to open season

Speaking of quilts
Barbara Bernhardt was the guest speaker at the February meet-
ing of the Woman’s Club of Lan caster. She spoke on the history 
of quilting and displayed many quilts, patterns and articles of 
clothing to demonstrate the various types of quilting. From left 
are president Anne Hanchey, Bernhardt and art and crafts chair-
man Anne Costello.



A10 • Rappahannock Record, Kilmarnock, Va. • Mar. 17, 2005

420 Main Street • Kilmarnock,VA • 804.435.1122

Purveyors of quality home decor & friendly service since 1921

ilmarnock
Planing Mill

WALLPAPER • CARPET • VINYL • FABRICS • BLINDS

WOOD FLOORING • HOME DECORATING

Starting March 22:  50% Off 
Everything in the store!

April 1st through Closing: 60% Off 
Everything in the store!

Hurry before all the best deals are gone!

101 Watling Street • Urbanna, Va. 23175
804.758.5445

Right Now
40% Off 

Everything in the store!

Closing

SALE!
Closing

SALE!
Closing

SALE!

River Birch Gifts 

Rt
. 1

7

Robins 
Shell

DeltavilleRt. 33

School

RIV ER 
BIRCH

Saluda

toll free: (866) 758-8814 • (804) 758-8814
Monday – Saturday, 9–5
Closed Sundays 'til April 3rd 
We will deliver locally and ship anywhere in the U.S.

Rt. 33-Located next to Locust Hill Post Offi ce, 
5944 General Puller Hwy. Locust Hill, Va.

Check out our new web page www.riverbirchgifts.com

Bathing Suits & More!

New Line!

Fragranced products to pamper you!

Bridal Registry
Dana Delaney & Michael Sexton 

April 30,2005

Stephanie J. Bristow & Robert A. McMurtrie, Jr.

 July 30, 2005

Complimentary Gift Wrapping!

422 Chesapeake Drive (next to Peppers)

White Stone, Virginia
Debbie Davis                       804-436-8300

Featuring Original Local Artwork
Monday - Saturday  10 am-5 pm

Sunday 1-5 pm

JEWELRY
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

Gold was the first metal known to prehistoric
man. He was attracted to its beautiful bright
color. He learned to hammer it into necklaces
and amulets, which he could do without melt-
ing the metal.

The beauty and durability of gold make
it ideal for jewelry. We have gold jewelry of
every kind and design awaiting your inspec-
tion.

Gayle Mandell (left) and Dana Smith arrange a display at the 
Lancaster Community Library. 

A new collection of books 
about conservation, planning for 
future land use and ways to save 
the working family farm recently 
was acquired by the Lancaster 
Community Library in Kilmar-
nock.

The Northern Neck Land Con-
servancy (NNLC) received a grant 
from the Garden Club of the 
Northern Neck to purchase the 
books for local libraries. Chief 
librarians have chosen books 
to compliment their collections. 
They also arranged for land con-
servancy displays.

Lancaster Community Library 
has available Preserving Family 
Lands by Stephen Small. It 
explains the step-by-step process 
of a land preservation agree-
ment. The Landowners Guide to 
Conservation Easements by Dr. 
Steven Bick and Dr. Harry L. 
Haney takes an objective look at 
the complicated issue from the 
perspective of the landowner.

Ed McMahon’s book, Better 
Models for Development in Vir-

ginia, and a video, Dollars and 
Sense of Preserving Community 
Character, are also available.

A team of volunteers from the 
NNLC has helped interface with 
the libraries. Dana Smith has 
been working with Lancaster’s 
chief librarian Susanna Collins.

Smith also arranged for a trav-
eling display. From the Kilmar-
nock location, the display will 
move to Rappahannock Commu-
nity College/Richmond County 
Library where it will remain until 
mid-May when it moves to the 
Westmoreland County Library, 
and then to Northumberland. 

NNLC members working on 
the project are Sally King of 
Richmond County, Barbara Davi-
son of Westmoreland County, 
Peggy Federhart of Northumber-
land County and Smith of Lan-
caster County. 

Other groups wishing to add 
books to the conservation collec-
tion at the Lancaster Community 
Library should call 435-1729, or 
visit www.nnconserve.org.

Paintings by Richard Kantor (above) are on display at the Lan-
caster Community Library.

Richard Kantor’s oil paintings 
are on display at the Lancaster 
Community Library in Kilmar-
nock.

A native of New Jersey, Kantor 
has been painting for more than 
20 years. He began painting after 
years of carving duck decoys and 
doing wood sculpture.

Kantor graduated from Mon-
mouth College, with a bachelor’s 
and received a master’s in marine 
biology from Long Island Uni-
versity after a tour of duty in 
the U.S. Army. While doing bio-
medical research at the State Uni-
versity of New York, he enrolled 
in the Brooklyn Museum of Art 
School and sculpted wood in a 
mix of styles of Henry Moore and 
Pacifi c Northwest coastal Indian 
tribes.

In the 1970s, Kantor began 
painting nature scenes instead of 
carving wooden duck decoys.

In 1992, a fi shing buddy took 
him for a boat ride on the Great 

Wicomico River. Four months 
later, Kantor and his wife pur-
chased property on the Western 
Branch of the Corrotoman and 
built their home in 1998. In 2002, 
they both retired from the New 
Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection and moved to 
the Northern Neck.

Kantor praises the Rappahan-
nock Art League. “We’re so for-
tunate to have such a group in 
such a small community,” said 
Kantor.

He usually paints with a small 
group of artists on Tuesdays at 
the Studio Gallery in Kilmar-
nock.

Kantor’s love of nature is 
refl ected in his paintings. Lately, 
he fi nds himself painting pic-
tures of Jupiter’s clouds and other 
images from space exploration. 
He hopes his paintings inspire 
people to “treat the earth with 
the respect this beautiful planet 
deserves.”

Late winter is a great time for 
gardeners to get an early start on 
spring. The stores are fi lled with 
seed packets and spring fl ower-
ing plants. All of the plants have 
had their fl owering advanced by 
growing them in a cool green-
house.

“You can have a sneak peak 
at spring by cutting branches of 
shrubs and trees in your yard, 
bringing them into your home, 
and accelerating their fl owering 
weeks or months ahead,” said 
Lin Diacont, president of the 
Virginia Green Industry Coun-
cil. “Any type of branch can 
be cut; only a few, however, 
develop properly and give an 
acceptable display.”

Most woody plants have chill-
ing requirements for the rest-
ing buds to break dormancy and 
resume growth. By mid to late 
February, the chilling require-
ment should be satisfi ed for all 
woody landscape plants. 

“The fl ower buds should be 
visible on the branches you 
select,” said Diacont. “Flower 
buds are always dominant to 
leaf/shoot buds. Select branches 
with many visible fl ower buds 
and do not be concerned about 
the development of leaves.” 

The branches can be removed 
from any part of the plant, she 
noted. However, only the top 
branches have the most fl ower 
buds and compact growth. Cut 
the branches, bundle them in 
plastic to keep them from drying 
out and store them in a cool 
place.

Condition the branches by re-
cutting them and putting them 
in water that is 90 to 110°F. 
There is no need to bruise the 
stems as this actually prevents 

the branches from taking up the 
water. Wrap the branches and 
container in a large sheet of plas-
tic to create a high humidity-
high temperature environment, 
which favors the re-hydration of 
the branches, the expansion of 
the dried covering scales, and 
the activation of the dormant 
fl ower buds. Use clean contain-
ers and replace the water twice 
a week during the forcing pro-
cess.

The branches will expand to 
their full potential in the dim 
light and ambient temperature 
of the home. The fl ower color 
may be paler than what would be 
observed on the same branches 
when allowed to develop out-of-
doors. Reduce the fl owers and 
foliage on the branches prior to 
using them in designs.

Some of the most successful 
branches to force are shadblow, 
birch, dogwood, forsythia, witch 
hazel, saucer magnolia, crabap-
ple, barberry, cherry, plum, pear 
and willows. 

The consumer website 
www.VirginiaGardening.com 
has additional gardening infor-
mation. 

The Virginia Green Industry 
Council is dedicated to enhanc-
ing the beauty of the state’s envi-
ronment, the well-being of our 
citizens, improving our state’s 
economy, and improving the 
health and wellness for every-
one in Virginia.

The council works to provide 
public and industry education, 
environmental guidelines and 
other information that will keep 
Virginia green and growing. 
For more information, visit 
www.virginiagreen.org, or call 
540-382-2716.

Advance spring by forcing 
branches to bloom early

Kantor displays at library 

Book project adds to land use
and conservation collections

Men and women say that they 
consider fl owers and blooming 
plants as one of their favorite gifts 
to receive, according to Virginia 
Green Council president Lin Dia-
cont. 

Some people appreciate certain 
species of blooming plants more 
than other species. Some people 
prefer blooming plants they can 
nurture even after the blooms 
fade. 

Others prefer enjoying the 
plants when in bloom, then dis-
carding the plant afterwards. For 
those who want to keep the plants, 
the following varieties are ideal: 
African violets, azaleas, bego-
nias, lilies, geraniums, hydran-
gea, orchids, mums, primroses 
and miniature roses. 

Blooming potted plants are 
easy to care for while in bloom. 
Before buying the plants, be 
sure they are in good condition. 
Improperly cared for plants can 
have yellowing leaves; the soil 
may not smell fresh; and the 
leaves and stems can appear 
droopy.

For most plants, at least half the 
blooms should be fully opened. 
The one exception is spring 

bulbs.
Before leaving the store, be 

sure the plants are wrapped in 
either plastic or paper to protect 
them from low temperature and 
drafts. Avoid leaving them in the 
car to prevent them from becom-
ing cooked in summer or frozen 
in winter.

At home, place the blooming 
plant where it can best be seen 
and enjoyed, but out of drafts and 
away from high temperatures and 
the scorching sun. Check to see 
if the soil is dry. If so, water only 
the soil, not the leaves and fl ow-
ers. Discard excess water.

Plants grown in a peat moss 
mixture can be re-moistened by 
putting the plant in a basin of 
water and leaving it for about 20 
minutes to fully absorb suffi cient 
water. There is no need to fertilize 
or mist the plants. Plants should 
be kept away from heating vents 
and sunny windows during the 
day. Remove dying leaves and 
fl owers. Pruning on a frequent 
basis can promote a longer 
blooming period.

For additional gardening 
information, visit 
www.VirginiaGardening.com 

Blooming potted plants 
make a favorite gift



by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
There’s not a lot Anna Kellum 

and her young Lancaster High JV 
softball players can do to improve 
on last year’s effort. 

The JV team went 14-3 in 
2004, fi nishing as the Northern 
Neck District’s regular season 
and tournament runner-up. 

This year, Kellum has lost two 
pitchers, freshmen Tiffany Lee 
and Sara Caudle, to the varsity 
squad. 

In fact, Kellum lost all but three 
to the varsity team, returning a 
pair of sophomore fi elders and a 
freshman shortstop. 

“I went in as a new coach last 
year with a real experienced ball 
team,” said Kellum, who begins 
her second season as JV head 

coach. “But I don’t have that 
experience this year. It’s a very 
young team and very inexperi-
enced.”

Despite that, Kellum’s optimis-
tic. The 13-member squad has 
lots of potential, she said. 

“We have so much potential 
and athletic ability, the real chal-
lenge has been fi nding the best 
positions for everybody.

“Everybody is so willing to 
play any position,” Kellum added. 
“They’re asking, can I go here, 
can I go there? It’s really nice to 
have them so willing to do what I 
ask of them.”

Sophomores Heather Davis and 
Tiffany Sisson return to play left 
and right fi elds, respectively. 

The only returner in Kellum’s 
infi eld is freshman shortstop 
Abby Robbins. 

Freshman Natalie Stickel, 
who’ll start at second base, is the 
only other player with JV experi-
ence. Stickel was pulled up from 
the middle school team to play 
for the JV squad midway through 
the season last year.

Other probable starters in the 
infi eld will be freshman Katie 
Walker at fi rst and freshman 
Catie Miller at third. Eighth-
grader Kimberly Crockett will 
start behind the plate. 

Eighth-grader Carly Webb will 
chase down balls in center fi eld. 

As utility players, eighth-grader 

Tyesha Harvey and freshmen 
Kimberly Hudson, Jewell Beat-
ley and Brittney Rose will play at 
various spots. 

Taking over the crucial job on 
the mound will be eighth-grader 
Takeia Jones. Beatley and Webb 
complete the pitching staff.

“We’re going to need some 
consistent pitching and I think 
Takeia and Jewell will come 
through for us,” said Kellum. 

“And to be successful,” she 
added, “we have to keep our 
heads in the game and stay 
focused.”

Lancaster’s JV Lady Devils 
were scheduled to open regional 
play earlier this week against 
Mathews. They will host West 
Point Monday, March 21.

Lancaster opens its Northern 
Neck District schedule April 19 
at Washington & Lee.

From left, members of Lancaster High JV softball team are, (front row) Kimberly Crockett, Kim-
berly Hudson, Jewell Beatley, Heather Davis and Takeia Jones; (next row) Tyesha Harvey, Tiffany 
Sisson, Abby Robbins, Carly Webb, Katie Walker, Natalie Stickel and Catie Miller.

 SCHEDULE
March 21 West Point
March 24 at King George
April 5 at Mathews
April 7 King George
April 19 at W&L
April 21 Rappahannock
April 26 James Monroe
April 28 at Essex
May 3 Northumberland
May 5 W&L
May 10 at Rappahannock
May 12 at James Monroe
May 17 Essex
May 19 at Northumberland

^ 3/225^

Low 3:13 0.2’
High 9:22 1.4’
Low 3:52 0.2’
High 9:36 1.3’

^ 3/235^

Low 4:00 0.1’
High 10:02 1.4’
Low 4:30 0.1’
High 10:16 1.4’

^ 3/245^

Low 4:43 0.1’
High 10:39 1.5’
Low 5:05 0.1’
High 10:54 1.5’

^ 3/255^

Low 5:24 0.0’
High 11:15 1.5’
Low 5:39 0.0’
High 11:30 1.6’

^ 3/22^

Moonset 4:49
Sunrise 6:06
Moonrise 3:17
Sunset 6:20

^ 3/23^

Moonset 5:15
Sunrise 6:04
Moonrise 4:19
Sunset 6:20

^ 3/24^

Moonset 5:39
Sunrise 6:03
Moonrise 5:20
Sunset 6:21

^ 3/25^

Sunrise 6:01
Moonset 6:02
Sunset 6:22
Moonrise 6:23

Tue 3/22

m
Wed 3/23

n
Thu 3/24

o
Fri 3/25

Full - 3:58O

^ 3/185^

High 5:33 1.3’
Low 12:23 0.4’
High 5:53 1.1’

^ 3/195^

Low 12:15 0.3’
High 6:40 1.3’
Low 1:26 0.4’
High 6:58 1.1’

^ 3/205^

Low 1:20 0.3’
High 7:43 1.3’
Low 2:22 0.3’
High 7:59 1.2’

^ 3/215^

Low 2:20 0.3’
High 8:36 1.4’
Low 3:10 0.3’
High 8:51 1.2’

^ 3/18^

Moonset 2:14
Sunrise 6:12
Moonrise 11:18
Sunset 6:16

^ 3/19^

Moonset 3:03
Sunrise 6:11
Moonrise 12:14
Sunset 6:17

^ 3/20^

Moonset 3:44
Sunrise 6:09
Moonrise 1:14
Sunset 6:18

^ 3/21^

Moonset 4:19
Sunrise 6:07
Moonrise 2:15
Sunset 6:19

✵  RAPPAHANNOCK ALMANAC ✵

Fri 3/18

i
Sat 3/19

j
Sun 3/20

k
Mon 3/21

l
PM times are in boldface type.

Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© BenETech 2005 (tides@benetech.net)

White Stone/Grey’s Point Tides, Sun, & Moon – March, 2005

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

Equinox 7:33

1686 Waverly Ave. Kilmarnock, VA

Visit us at: www.chesapeakeboatbasin.com
Toll Free 877-482-4287- Local 804-435-3110
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by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Now that most of Lancaster 
High’s varsity softball players 
have a year of experience behind 
them, they won’t be fi ghting to 
stay out of last place.

The girls took their knocks last 
year, going 5-15 for a disappointing 
fi fth-place fi nish among the North-
ern Neck District’s six teams. 

But Dave Zeiler’s team was 
young. There wasn’t a senior in 
the bunch and the majority of his 

starters were freshmen.
They’re a year older, a year 

tougher and hopefully a year 
wiser.

“I think we’re coming together 
more as a team,” said senior left 
fi elder Hillary Holt.

A three-year veteran, Holt is 
ready to enjoy some success.

“Even though it’s early in the 
season, we’re already better than 
we were last year at this time,” 
said Holt.

Zeiler will rely on a core group 
of young players with fi ve soph-
omores and two freshmen on his 
12-member team. 

Holt is one of three seniors on 
the roster. She’ll start in left fi eld. 
Seniors Kelle Urban and Becky 
Smith will start, respectively, at 
fi rst base and behind the plate.

Around the infi eld, sophomore 
returner Lucy McCann will start 
at second, sophomore returner 
Brandy Gilbert will start at short 
and freshman Tiffany Lee will 
start at third. 

Freshman Sara Caudle has 
earned a starting spot in right 
fi eld and junior returner Brittany 
Dodson starts in center fi eld.

Sophomore Madison Smith 
will see time at fi rst base. Junior 
Jessica Crockett and sophomore 
Sarah Robertson are utility play-
ers, getting time in the infi eld and 
outfi eld. 

“We’re more experienced now,” 
said Zeiler. “And we have a team 

of quality ball players. We should 
defi nitely be able to cut down on 
the fi elding errors that gave us 
some problems last year.”

 Errors and poor hitting hurt the 
Lady Devils last season, which is 
why he has been pushing the hit-
ting drills hard in practice. 

“Our hitting has got to get 
better to win games, and it is 
better,” Zeiler said. 

Sharing the mound this season 
will be veteran pitchers Kori 
George and Gilbert. A pair of 
sophomores, the two will be 
backed up by Lee, who led the 
JV Devils in a successful 14-3 
overall campaign and 7-3 district 
run for a second-place fi nish last 
season in the Northern Neck.  

“Brandy and Kori have been 

working hard this year and are 
improved,” said Zeiler. “And with 
Tiffany up [to varsity], that gives 
us three good pitchers.”

Lancaster’s schedule this 
season includes regional oppo-
nents Mathews, West Point and 
Surry along with contests against 

Group AA King George. The
Lady Devils open Northern Neck
District play April 19 against
Washington & Lee. 

Lady Devils take to the diamond a year older, tougher and wiser

From left, members of the Lancaster High varsity softball team are (front row) Jessica Crockett, 
Sara Caudle, Lucy McCann, Kori George and Brandy Gilbert; (next row) Hillary Holt, Sarah 
Robertson, Madison Smith, Tiffany Lee, Kelle Urban and Becky Smith. 

“Even though it’s early in the 
season, I see im provement,” 
said Hillary Holt. “We’re 
al ready better than we were 
last year at this time.”

SCHEDULE 
March 21 at West Point
March 24 King George
April 5 Mathews
April 7 at King George
April 8 at Surry
April 11 West Point 
April 15 Surry
April 19 W&L
April 21 at Rappahannock
April 26 at James Monroe
April 28 Essex
May 3 at Northumberland
May 4 St. Margaret’s
May 5 at W&L
May 10 Rappahannock
May 12 James Monroe
May 17 at Essex
May 19 Northumberland

It’s a rebuilding year for Lancaster High’s JV softball team Scoreboard
Boys basketball
Group A Tournament
Final
Surry 57, Twin Springs 48

Upcoming games
Varsity baseball/softball
(4 p.m.)
March 17-18:
Northumberland, Lancaster, 
Middlesex and Mathews at the 
Rappahannock General Hospital 
Tournament, Deltaville (baseball 
only)
March 22:
King & Queen at Northumber-
land (baseball only)
March 21:
Lancaster at West Point
March 23:
Middlesex at Northumberland
March 24:
King George at Lancaster
JV baseball/softball
(4 p.m.)
March 21:
West Point at Lancaster
March 23:
Northumberland at Middlesex
March 24:
Lancaster at King George
Soccer
(JV 5:30 p.m./varsity 7 p.m.)
March 17:
Lancaster at Mathews
March 21:
Northumberland at King William
March 22:
West Point at Lancaster
March 24:
Middlesex at Northumberland

Northumberland High senior 
Dani Basye has signed a letter 
of intent to play fi eld hockey at 
Longwood University in the fall. 

Basye, a two-year veteran of 
the Indians’ fi eld hockey team, 
was named the team’s most valu-
able defensive player for the last 
two years. 

Basye has also been an Indoor 
National Tournament participant 
and was a member of the National 
Festival select team in Palm 
Beach, Fla. She is a United States 
Field Hockey Association Futures 
member. 

By signing a letter of intent 
with Division I Longwood, Basye 
will receive an athletic scholar-
ship. She will study athletic train-
ing. 

Dani Basye 
signs with 
Longwood

Northumberland High 
School coach Caryn Rhyme 
witnesses Dani Basye’s sig-
nature on a letter of intent 
to Longwood University. 
Basye, an NHS senior, will 
play for the Lancers fi eld 
hockey team in the fall. 

The 12th annual Jacob’s 
Ladder Golf Classic will be 
held at the Golden Eagle Golf 
Course near Irvington May 
13.

The format will be four-
player teams, preferred drive, 
and play-your-own-ball there-
after, with the two best scores 
counting.

Those who register by April 

1 become eligible to win two 
clubhouse passes to the LPGA 
Michelob Ultra Open at Kings-
mill May 5 or 6.

On May 13, on-site regis-
tration for the Jacob’s Ladder 
Golf Classic begins at 10:30 
a.m. with contests at 11 a.m. 
and a shotgun start at 1 p.m.

The fee is $150 per golfer 
and includes on-course refresh-

ments and a celebration
supper.

To register, call 1-800-
368-2870, 758-0712 or e-mail
jladder555@cablefirst.net, or
visit jladder.org. The fax
number is 758-8175.

Proceeds from the golf clas-
sic go towards room and board
expenses for Jacob’s Ladder
campers.

Jacob’s Ladder Golf Classic sign-up begins

THE RECORD

SPORTS ONLINE www.rrecord.com
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SILVERADO 1500 WORK TRUCKS ‘05 SILVERADO 1500 EXT. CAB 
Stk. #5646

Chevrolet Trucks Are The Best Selling Trucks On
The Middle Peninsula & Northern Neck. Period.

804-693-2300  
6404 George Washington Memorial Hwy. • www.kenhoutzchevrolet.com  • VA DLR

*DEALER RETAINS ALL REBATES. RECEIPT OF REBATES MAY BE CONTINGENT UPON FINANCING WITH GMAC.  TO RECEIVE CONTRACTOR BENEFIT, MUST PROVIDE COPY OF BUSINESS LICENSE. DEALER INSTALLED EQUIPMENT, TAX, TITLE, LICENSE, FREIGHT EXTRA, 
(SILVERADO $850, EXPRESS VAN $725) & $159 PROCESSING FEE EXTRA.  EXPIRES 3/31/05

Right Here In Gloucester!

AWESOME SELECTION 
GREAT PEOPLE 

AWARD WINNING SERVICE

MIDDLE PENINSULA, NORTHERN NECK GM SALES AND SERVICE LEADER !

SUBURBAN Z71 4X4
Stk.# T5551

‘05 HD 2500 4X4 EXT. CAB
Stk. #T5407

EXPRESS HD 2500 WORK VANS
2 to choose

2 to choose

STARTING

AT

THE BEST NEW TRUCKS MAKE THE BEST USED TRUCKS!!!!
Truck Of The Week

‘02 Chevy Suburban LT
Sold new here, one local owner, 
sunroof, leather, loaded, like new

$22,999

‘04 Chevy Venture Van
LS equipment, power slider, only 24k miles        

$18,999
‘04 Buick Rendezvous
Beautiful two-tone paint,
only 17K miles Save Thousands!
‘03 Cadillac Escalade
Diamond white, DVD, only 28K miles

$38,999
‘04 Chevy TrailBlazer 4x4
Only 19k miles

$18,999
‘96 Chevy Silverado Ext. Cab 4x4
Sold new here, one local owner

$10,999

‘96 Jeep Cherokee
4DR, 4x4, Country Pkg.

$4,950
‘03 Chevy Tahoe
One local owner, only 29,000 miles, 
third seat, LS equipment. Beautiful  4x4

$24,999
‘04 Chevy Express Cargo Van
AT, AC, only 19k miles

$17,850
‘04 Chevy Silverado 1500 Crew Cab
This black 4x4 beauty only has 8k miles. 
Original list $41,000!!!

$29,999
‘04 Ford F-250 Crew Cab 4x4
Diesel, XLT Lariat, loaded, power stroke            

$38,999

KEN HOUTZ PRESENTS

MARCH MADNESS

MARCH
MADNESS
This is a limited time

offer for the next 2 weeks

2005 CHEVY
TRUCKS WILL BE
PRICED AT 2001

PRICES. 
Sale definitely ends 3/31/05

All Silverados, TrailBlazers
Tahoes, Suburbans & Avalanches

0%          60 mo.
Over 40 Chevy SUVs in-stock for 

immediate delivery

GMAC
Financing

for

New HD 2500/3500 
Duramax Diesels

Single and dual rear wheels available.

0%           60 mo.
6 in-stock for immediate delivery

GMAC
Financing

for

ATTENTION
CONTRACTORS:
Includes your choice:
spray-in bedliner or
heavy duty tool box

ATTENTION
CONTRACTORS:
Includes your choice:
spray-in bedliner or
heavy duty tool box

STARTING AT

$24,999*MSRP

$33,112

$19,999*$12,000* OFF$13,999*

ATTENTION
CONTRACTORS:
Includes your choice:
spray-in bedliner or
heavy duty tool box

ATTENTION
CONTRACTORS:

Includes Adrian
Steel Bin Package

Worth 
$3000

$18,999*

3.9%

GMAC Financing
Available to qualified

buyers of this
immaculate Certified

GM Vehicle

STARTING

AT

PLUS FREIGHT PLUS FREIGHT

PLUS FREIGHTPLUS FREIGHT

DEMONSTRATOR

Bridge Results
Five tables of duplicate bridge 

were in play at the Lancaster 
Women’s Club March 1.

Winners north/south were fi rst, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Arden 
Durham; and second, Mary 
Andrews and Barbara Hubbard.

Winners east/west were fi rst, 
Ann Rau and Betty Thornton; 
and second, (tie) Shirley Crock-
ett and Elaine Weekley and Liz 
Hargett and Tot Winstead.

The next bridge for this group 
is April 5.

The Woman’s Club of Lan-
caster held its regular sandwich 
bridge on February 16. After a 
luncheon prepared by the host-
ess committee, attendees played 

Four-and-a-half tables of bridge 
were in play March 8 at Rappah-
annock Westminster-Canterbury.

Winners north/south were fi rst, 
Charlie Smith and Cynthia Bird-
sall; second, Ilva Doggett and 
Kay Williams; and third, Carolyn 
Reed and Rebecca Hargett.

Winners east/west were fi rst, 
Carolyn Reed and Rebecca 

Six tables of bridge were in 
play March 9 at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone.

Winners north/south were fi rst, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Arden 
Durham; second, Norma Drinnon 
and Barbara Hubbard; and third, 
Ilva Doggett and Kay Williams.

Winners east/west were fi rst, 
Judy Peifer and Virginia Adair; 
second, Helen Kinne and Joy 
Straughan; and third, Margaret 
Livesay and Marilyn Reed.

The next bridge for this group 
is March 17 and 28 at 1 p.m.

bridge and mahjong.
Bridge winners were Ilva 

Doggett, fi rst with 4,750 points 
and Libby Brown, second with 
4,220 points.

The next sandwich bridge will 
be April 20 at noon.  For reser-
vations or waiting list, call Betty 
Thornton at 462-0742

Hargett; and second, Shirley 
Crockett and Elaine Weekly.

The next bridge for this group 
is March 22 at 1 p.m.

The Yankee Point Yacht Club 
in Ottoman will conclude its 
2005 seminar series with Basic 
Navigation taught by USCG 
Auxiliary Flotilla 33 April 2 
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The course teaches methods 
needed to safely pilot a boat 
and targets boaters who want 
a refresher course or introduc-
tion to paper-based navigation, 
skills essential for safe opera-
tion when electronics or GPS 
fails. 

The course will be hands-on 
using charts of local waters, 

plotting a position and course 
and measuring distance and 
bearings. Participants will 
learn to use the compass, charts 
and basic navigator’s tools 
and understand the informa-
tion from electronic instru-
ments. 

Attendees should bring their 
own navigation tools if possi-
ble. The course is free. The fee 
for refreshments and lunch is 
$7. 

To register, call Joe Urban at 
462-6164 or 436-6181 before 
March 29. 

Yacht club to host
Basic Navigation 
course on April 2

Quinton Oaks ladies
The Quinton Oaks 18-holers will

hold an organizational meeting and
brunch March 30 at 10 a.m. at the
clubhouse. 

The league plays every Wednes-
day April through Oc tober, weather
permitting. 

Annual dues are $5. Dues may be
paid at the meeting or on opening
day, April 6. There is also a fee of
$3 every week, ($1 for the associa-
tion treasury and the remaining $2
is used for weekly prize money.)

The format for opening day is
a captain’s choice, begin ning at 9
a.m.

For more information, con tact
Cheryl Putt at 529-9706, or
www.quintonoaks.com.

The 9-holers are invited to brunch.
For more information on the 9-hole
league, call Martha Rest at
529-5367.

Club Golf



Downtown, Kilmarnock

Jim Shore Carvings
2nd Floor
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The Tartan Golf Club

St. Andrews Grille
Daily Specials • Great food • Tranquil Setting • Prompt Service

Bessie’s Daily Specials
Lunch Served Wed.-Mon. •  804.438.6009

Open to the public

Open for Play
this weekend

Under new
management

New phone number 804.438.6005

New Membership
Opportunities

IT IS SPRING PLANTING TIME!

Growing Plants in the Northern Neck For 34 Years

 On Route 3 at Farnham                804-394-3361
 KEMPER NURSERY

CAMELLIAS

FORSYTHIA, FLOWERING QUINCE,
LEYLAND CYPRESS

--IN BUD AND BLOOM
PINK, RED, WHITE AND BI-COLOR

WHEN THE SUN COMES OUT?
WATCHYA GONNA DO

Sunny days
were made for . . .

These collection’s represent
a century of classic Tele-
scope styling. You’ll love the
way Telescope beckons you
to relax and enjoy the day.
As always, our powder-
coated aluminum frames
won’t rust, and our fabrics
dry quickly.

702 Church La.
Tappahannock, Va.

   Gas Logs, Fireplaces,
     Wood Stoves, Patio
                       Furniture,
                       Hot Tubs

EAST COAST’S LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR & FACTORY OUTLET

804-445-0026

5 Piece dining set starting at

Telescope
Casual

Only $499

DYNASTY SPAS
RELAX TO THE MAX !

All this

Starting at Only

$3295

HOTTUBSALE

Pressure Treated Wood Frame
Thermo Plus Insulation
Unitized Frame Construction
Lighted Hand Rails
Maintainance Free Fiber Skirting
Choice of 1-2 or 3 Pump Systems
Delux Insulated Cover
Seating for 5-6 Adults

13410 Richmond Road
Warsaw, Virginia   •  804-333-4483

JEWELL’S BUILDINGS

Located between Haynesville & Village

Standard & Custom Built
Old Fashioned Quality
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

The Perfect Answer to Many Storage Problems...
The Most Economical...and Practical.

10 x 16 Victorian Building

Striper Masters swimmer Char-
lotte Hollings received four gold 
medals at the fourth annual Chinn 
Aquatics and Fitness Center 
Swim Meet March 6 in Wood-
bridge. 

Hollings returned to competi-
tive swimming in late 2003 as 
part of the team based at the 
Northern Neck Family YMCA in 
Kilmarnock.

“Charlotte is an incredible ath-
lete and a wonderful asset to the 
team,” said coach Kathryn Greg-
ory. “While dividing her attention 
between the Calm Waters Rowing 
School and Levelfi elds Bed and 
Breakfast, which she owns with 
husband John Dunn, leaves prac-
tice time severely shortened, she 
trains with an intensity not often 
seen in adult swimmers.” 

Hollings placed fi rst in the 
100-yard individual medley, 
100-yard breast stroke, 50-yard 
breast stroke and the 100-yard 
freestyle, in which she attained a 
personal record time. 

Gregory placed fi rst in the 
100-yard butterfl y, 100-yard back 
stroke, 400-yard individual 
medley and second in the 50-yard 
back stroke. 

For more information, visit 
www.striperswim.com. 

Ladies League
Young Country won three games 

against TCH Oil when Linda Lake 
bowled a 379 set with games of 120, 
121 and 138. Theresa Davis rolled 
a 352 set with games of 107, 113 
and 132. Cathy Savalina had a 339 
set with games of 101, 113 and 125. 
For TCH Oil, Marie Piccard bowled a 
351 set with games of 124 and 132. 
Sandra Evans rolled a 339 set with 
games of 113 and 135.

Lively Oaks Girls won two games 
against Northern Neck Surgical Ser-
vices when Patsy Headley bowled a 
350 set with games of 111, 113 and 
126. Lynn Gordon rolled a 324 set 
with games of 100 and 130. Jean 
Reynolds had a 305 set with games 
of 101 and 112. Barbara Rountrey 
rolled a 101 game and Nancy Carter 
had a 101 game. For Northern Neck 
Surgical, Betty Steffey bowled a 330 
set with games of 108 and 129. Bev 
Benson rolled a 311 set with games 
of 108 and 118. Elsie Rose had a 
115 game and Terry Stillman bowled 
a game of 106.

Men’s League
On March 10, Evans Bowing Center 

won two games and lost one against 
Cap’n John’s. For Evans, Louis Coates 
bowled the high set for the week of 
427 with games of 191, 116 and 120. 
Richard Savalina rolled a 123 game 
in a 341 set. Johnny Evans had a 136 
game. For Cap’n John’s, Ernie George 
bowled the high set of 340 with games 
of 123 and 129. Joe Hinson rolled a 
game of 129.

Sal’s Pizza won two games and lost 
one against H&S Printing. For Sal’s, 
Bill Hendershot bowled the high set of 
370 with games of 131, 119 and 129. 
Wayne Candrey rolled games of 121 
and 129 in a 362 set. Justin George 
had a 132 game and Kasey Kacper-
ski a 118 game. For H&S, John Hol-
lowell bowled the high set of 366 with 
games of 135 and 122. Scotty George 
rolled a 138 game. Bob Huff had a 
game of 119.

Lenny’s Auto Repair won two 
games and lost one against D&L 
Marine Construction. For Lenny’s, 
Frank Perkins bowled the high set of 
369 with a 144 game. Curly Lewis 
rolled a 135 game in a 360 set. Steve 
Edwards had games of 120 and 131 
in a 353 set. For D&L, Steve Hinson 
bowled the high set of 348 with games 
of 128 and 123. Lacy Rose rolled a 
127 game in a 343 set. Mark Obshar-
sky had a 135 game.

High game: Louis Coates, 205; 
Steve Hinson, 197; Kasey Kacperski, 
182; Bill Hendershot, 179; Dwayne 
Davis, 176; Wayne Candrey and 
Johnny Evans, 175.

High set: Louis Coates, 454; Curly 
Lewis, 446; Herbert Hammack, 430; 
Bill Hendershot, 429; John Forrester, 
428; Kasey Kacperski, 427; Wayne 
Candrey, 426.

High team game: Evans, 568; Sal’s, 
563; H&S, 550; D&L, 545; Lenny’s, 
530; Cap’n John’s, 520.

High team set: D&L, 1,543; Evans 
and H&S, 1,524; Sal’s, 1,519; Len-
ny’s, 1,517; Cap’n John’s, 1,472.

High average: Louis Coates, 129; 
Bill Hendershot, 124; Curly Lewis, 
123; Wayne Candrey, 120; Bunks 
Mitchell and Herbert Hammock, 118.

Standings
 W L
Evan’s Bowling Center 18 9
Sal’s Pizza 16 11
Lenny’s Auto Repair 13 14
H&S Printing 12 15
Cap’n John’s 11 16
D&L Marine Const. 11 16

Mixed League
The Red Sox won two games 

against All in Fun when Marie Pic-
card bowled a 323 set. John Forrester 
rolled a 304 set and Robert Piccard 
a 105 game. Elsie Rose had a game 

Charlotte Hollings

The following programs are 
planned by the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA on Harris Drive in 
Kilmarnock. Finan cial assistance 
may be avail able. Call 435-0223
Men’s basketball

Registration will be held March 
7 through 18 for men’s basket-
ball.
Lifeguard certifi cation

Registration is under way for 
a lifeguard certifi cation course. 
The fee is $250 for members and 
$275 for others.
Teen board

Applications are being 
ac cepted among teens age 14 to 
18 to serve on the teen board.
Parents night out

Kids ages 5 to 12 may enjoy a 
night of fun while their par ents 
go out March 18 from 6:30 to 
10 p.m. Bring a swim suit, towel 
and bag dinner. The fee is $15 for 
members and $20 for others.
Indoor soccer

Registration will be held 
through March 19 for indoor 
soccer for ages 3 through 18. 
Matches will be played Satur days 
April 9 through May 21 at Lan-
caster Middle School. For fees, 
call the YMCA.
Tee ball

Registration will be held 
through March 9 for pee wee/
bam bam tee ball. Late registra-
tion begins March 10 and contin-
ues until teams are fi lled. Games 
will be played Thursdays March 
17 through April 28 at Lancaster 
Middle School. For fees, call the 
YMCA. 
Preschool

Registration for preschool 
summer camp and fall semester 
will be held during an open house 
at Grace House in Kilmarnock 
March 17 from 5 to 7 p.m. For 
fees, call Debbie at 435-7977.

The Middlesex YMCA on May 
21 will hold a sale of any slightly 
used items that anyone wishes to 
move out of the attic, basement, 
garage or cupboard. 

Items other than shoes and 
clothing will be accepted. Sport-
ing equipment, toys, furniture, 
utensils, china and glass, tools, 
books and electronic gadgets are 
welcome. A special section will 
be reserved for jewelry and col-
lectibles. Items may be dropped 
off at the YMCA at any time 
during operating hours, begin-
ning April 1.  

Proceeds benefi t the “Strong 
Community” campaign. One of 
the most important components 
of the campaign will be funding 
of the Guardian Program, which 
provides assistance to those who 
need help in paying for member-
ship or particular program activi-
ties. 

For help transporting items, 
call Anne Bell at 776-8846.  

■ Umpire clinics set
Those interested in umpiring 

Little League games in Lan caster 
or Northumberland are urged to 
particiapte in upcom ing umpire 
clinics.

Clinics are scheduled March 
20 in King George, March 27 
in Essex, April 3 in Richmond 
County and April 10 in Mid-
dlesex. For more details, call 
Danny Haynie at 453-3127.

■ Tourney postponed
The Mathews Family YMCA/

Mathews County Christian Min-
isterial Association golf tourna-
ment, originally scheduled for 
March 11 at the Piankatank River 
Golf Course in Hartfi eld, has 
been rescheduled for April 1.

Spaces are available for the 
tournament to benefi t the ministe-
rial association scholarship fund 
and YMCA youth programs. The 
fee is $240 per foursome. Call 
725-1488.

Umpires earn recognition
The local Little League coaches above were recently recognized by the District 15 Umpires 
Association. From left, Carroll Lee Ashburn was honored for his many years of umpiring. Ash-
burn began his local ball career some 50 years ago as a player in the Chesapeake League. Patrick 
Keyser, 11, was honored as the youngest umpire in the district. Danny Haynie also was honored 
for his many years as an umpire. He also started his local ball career some 50 years ago in the 
Chesapeake League. He has served as the Northumberland Little League umpire-in-chief for 10 
years. Ricky King was honored for seven years of dedicated service as an umpire. He’s in line to 
take Haynie’s place as umpire-in-chief.

YMCA
News

Middlesex
YMCA plans
May 21 sale

Hollings wins
gold medals

of 94. For All in Fun, Wilson Evans 
bowled a 149 game in a 360 set and 
Lennie Dawson rolled a 147 game in 
a 330 set.

Woodie’s Angels won three games 
against Dennis’ Devils when Woodie 
Evans bowled games of 119, 131 and 
145 in a 395 set. Theresa Davis rolled 
a 351 set. Beverly Benson had a 316 
set and Betty Steffey a 315 set. For 
Dennis’ Devils, Linda Lake bowled a 
313 set and Dennis Paulette had a 
295 set. JoAnn Paulette had a 95 
game and Anna Luckham a game of 
92.

The Untouchables were credited 
with winning three games against the 
dummy team. Gladys Sisson bowled 
a 346 set. Dee Atkins and Kenny Kent 
each rolled a 321 set and Raymond 
Sisson had a set of 308.

High game: Marie Piccard, 189; 
Beverly Benson, 168; Woodie Evans, 
160; Betty Steffey, 159; Linda Lake, 
156.

High set: Marie Piccard, 434; 
Gladys Sisson, 402; Woodie Evans, 
395; Betty Steffey, 391; Beverly 
Benson, 383.

High average: Kenny Kent, 115; 
Woodie Evans, 114; Betty Steffey and 
Theresa Davis, 111; Gladys Sisson, 
Linda Lake and John Forrester, 110.

Standings
 W L
Woodie’s Angels 16 5
Untouchables 13 8
Red Sox 11 10
Dennis’ Devils 7 14
All in Fun 6 15
Dummy Team 1 20

Cap’n Red’s Seafood won two 
games against Yeatman’s Forklift 
when Ruth Moore bowled a 318 set 
with games of 101, 105 and 112. 
Alma George rolled a 306 set with 
games of 103 and 106. Elsie Hen-
derson had games of 100 and 104. 
Anna Luckham bowled a 125 game. 
For Yeatman’s, Pat Harris rolled a 
326 set with games of 118 and 
119. Myrtle Royall had a 315 set 
with games of 102 and 126. Corinne 
Beauchamp bowled a 113 game and 
Clara Yeatman rolled a 126 game.

R. P. Waller won two games against 
Callis Seafood when Dee Atkins 
bowled a 302 set with games of 100 
and 105. Bea Hodge rolled a 101 
game and Ola Nash had a 108 game. 
For Callis, Lillian Potter bowled a 306 
set with a 119 game. Donna Thomas 
rolled a 108 game. Mary Savalina 
had a 104 game and Gayle Conrad 
bowled a 103 game.

In make-up games for December 
20 and 21, Lively Oaks Girls won two 
games against Callis Seafood when 
Patsy Headley bowled a 334 set with 
games of 103, 113 and 118. Lynn 
Gordon rolled a 331 set with games 
of 104 and 133. Becky Thrift had a 
110 game and Nancy Carter bowled 
games of 114 and 122. For Callis, 
Mary Savalina rolled a 337 set with 
games of 100, 108 and 129. Donna 
Thomas had a 313 set with games 
of 107 and 112. Lillian Potter bowled 
games of 100 and 103 and Gayle 
Conrad rolled games of 106 and 
114.

Yeatman’s Forklift won two games 
against Northern Neck Surgical Ser-
vices when Pat Harris bowled a 399 
set with games of 119, 124 and 156. 
Gladys Sisson rolled a 322 set with 
games of 105 and 124. Myrtle Royall 
had a 304 set with games of 105 and 
115 and Sis Ransone bowled a 115 
game. For N.N. Surgical, Betty Stef-
fey rolled a 339 set with games of 113 
and 133. Terry Stillman had a 334 set 
with games of 101, 109 and 124.  Bev 
Benson bowled a 320 set with games 
of 108 and 117. Julia George rolled a 
game of 112.

High set: Terry Stillman, 404; Pat 
Harris, 399; Lynn Gordon, 391.

High average: Gladys Sisson, 113; 
Lynn Gordon, 112, Theresa Davis, 
111.

Standings
 W L
Young Country 14 4
Lively Oaks Girls 14 7
N.N. Surgical 11 10
TCH Oil 10 8
Callis Seafood 10 11
Yeatman’s Forklift 8 13
R.P. Waller 6 12
Cap’n Red’s Seafood 5 13

Bowling Results

Sports
Shorts

Surry High School’s Joe Ellis, coach of this year’s 
Group A state champion boys basketball team, will be 
honored Saturday, March 19, during the seventh annual 
Norlan Shrine Club All-Star Games at Lancaster High 
School.

A girls’ game starts at 6:30 p.m. with a boys’ contest to 
follow. Admission is $5. Proceeds benefit Norlan Shrine 
Club charities. 

A 13-year-veteran coach and educator, Ellis has been 
battling inoperable cancer for 19 months, missing just 
one game and only a few practices during that period. 

An inspiration for his team, co-workers and friends, 
Ellis will be presented the Humanitarian Award immedi-
ately following the girls’ all-star game.

With four district players of the year participating, this 
year’s contests should be among the best so far, said 
event coordinator Carroll Lee Ashburn. 

 For the boys, Lane Medlin of West Point will lead 
the Tidewater All-Stars, while Washington & Lee’s Devin 
Smith heads the Northern Neck All-Star roster. Medlin 
was the Tidewater player of the year and Smith was the 
player of the year in the Northern Neck District. 

District and region coach of the year Michael Steven-
son of Northumberland will face Tidewater’s coach of the 
year, Barren Holmes of King & Queen. 

In the girls’ game, James Monroe’s Alicia McMorris 
and Julian Bumbrey will lead the Northern Neck All-
Stars. McMorris is the district player of the year and 
Bumbrey, who led the Yellow Jackets to the state semifi-
nals, is the coach of the year. 

Leading the Tidewater All-Stars will be Sharnell Bur-
nett and Karen Lewis. Burnett was that district’s player 
of the year and Lewis the coach of the year. 

The Northern Neck girls hold a 3-1 record over the 
Tidewater girls and the Northern Neck boys have won 
five of the all-star exhibitions. 

Fans are invited to get in on the action Saturday with a 
half-court shoot-out. The contest will be held at halftime 
during each of the games. The entry fee is $1 and the 
winner will take home $100. 

Norlan Shrine Club
all-star basketball
game is Saturday
at Lancaster High
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REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

CLASSES BEGIN MARCH 30TH

Totally secure, fenced training area

All levels - Group & Private Classes

Positive Training Techniques

Clicker and Traditional Methods

Help with behavior problems

 Instructor has over 30 years experience

In-home Boarding

All-Breed Dog Grooming by

NDGAA Certified Groomer

Lorien Kennels, Heathsville  •  580-5227

For Smoke & Water
Damage, Clean-up &

MOLD REMOVAL
Phone King’s Cleaning Service

1-800-828-4398
30 years experience & IICRC Certified

Don’t replace them...Don’t replace them...REFINISHREFINISH!!
• Complete resurfacing in as little as 1 dayas little as 1 day
• The look of granite for up to 80% less
• Tough, durable fi nish for superior protection

Call Gary Edwards...Call Gary Edwards...Free Estimates, References AvailableFree Estimates, References Available

offi ce: 776-0872 • cell: 815-8199 • www.countertopresurfacing.com

Tired of Old, Outdated Countertops?Tired of Old, Outdated Countertops?

Plenty of parking on Brent Street and in rear

LAWN & GARDEN WORLD

BOOTH’S  LANDSCAPING CO.

Mon. - Sat. 9-5  •  804-435-2800 • 85 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

. . . has more than plants!
Ponds, Flags, Flag Poles, Fencing,

Salt City Candles, Burt’s Bee’s Products
and Stone Products for small

to large projects.
NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS

Commercial - Residential

Custom Piers • Vinyl and Wood Bulkheads • Boat Lifts • Salvage • Demolition

Brian Vest                  Cell Phone: 804.815.0655

Vest
Marine
Construction
804-758-1322
Vestmarine@aol.com

The Northern Neck Audubon 
Society announced last week 
that a group of local birding 
enthusiasts is organizing a series 
of Sunday morning guided bird 
walks. The fi rst is March 20 at 
Hughlett Point Natural Area Pre-
serve.

Local birder Tom Saunders 
will lead the walk through the 
preserve in Northumberland 
County at the convergence of 
Dividing Creek and the Ches-
apeake Bay. The preserve is 
an important wintering area for 
migrating waterfowl and song-
birds; and provides habitat for 
bald eagles, osprey, and north-
ern harriers; as well as locally-
rare willets, seaside sparrows 
and brown-headed nuthatches.

“Group birding is among the 
best ways for beginning birders 
to gain identifi cation skills, and 
for newcomers to the area to 
learn about local bird distribu-
tion,” Saunders said.  “We hope 
to be able to hold these week-

end walks at least once a month 
through the season, as a way of 
building the local birding com-
munity.”

Participants are asked to meet 
in the Hughlett Point parking lot 
at 8 a.m. They should dress to 
be comfortable outside for two 
hours and wear water-resistant 
shoes. Binoculars and a fi eld 
guide are recommended but not 
mandatory. Birders of all skill 
and experience levels are wel-
come.

To reach Hughlett Point, turn 
east onto Shiloh School Road 
(Route 606) from Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway (Route 200) 
four miles north of Kilmarnock. 
Follow Shiloh School Road two 
miles to its intersection with 
Balls Neck Road (Route 605).  
Turn right on Balls Neck Road 
and go two miles to the preserve 
entrance on the left.

For additional information, 
contact Saunders at 435-0351, 
or tsaunders53@yahoo.com.                  

This week I have been lucky to 
see close-up two of our largest, 
shyest land birds.

On my daily walks down 
Waverly, I often hear the pileated 
woodpecker calling from the tall 
pines where he is drilling for a 
nest. He is usually hiding from me. 
This day, however, he fl ew across 
the road just above me. Clearly I 
saw his black body, white shoul-
ders and brilliant red raised crest.

I stopped, hoping to hear his 
familiar “song,” which is the model 
for Woody Woodpecker’s comedy 
cartoon. He didn’t wish to con-
tinue our conversation, but I’m still 
happy to see him.

The other bird I saw about 
half-way between Kilmarnock and 
White Stone, when he got up from 
a fi eld and winged low above my 
car. His fanned tail was striped 
black, white and reddish. He was 
a buteo, a red-shouldered hawk, 
whose call is mimicked by blue-
jays to warn other birds of the 
threat posed by any hawk.

More news comes from my Vir-
ginia Wildlife Calendar. It’s time 
to plant trees and shrubs that help 
wildlife. Doves are nesting, yellow-
spotted salamanders are migrating 
and the fi rst fl ycatchers are back.

In North Carolina, our son’s 
purple martins are back.

Nature’s ready for spring and I 
am too.

WINDOW

ON WILDLIFE
by Joyce Fitchett Russell

Sunday bird walks
to begin March 20

From left are Larry Taylor, David Antonio and John Bentley.

David Antonio of White Stone 
won fi rst place in a falling plates 
match March 12 at the Rappahan-
nock Pistol and Rifl e Club in White 
Stone.

Larry Taylor of Ditchley was 
second and John Bentley of Weems, 
third.

Antonio and Taylor each shot 
down 46 of 48 plates. Taylor lost in 
the tie breaker. Bentley downed 45 

plates. The fall plates match opened 
the club’s 2005 competitive season.

The course of fi re is 12 shots at 
seven yards, 12 shots at 10 yards, 12 
shots at 15 yards and 12 shots at 25 
yards. The plates are eight inches in 
diameter.

The next match will be March 26 
at 9 a.m. and will be a tyro match. 
For more information, call Larry 
Taylor at 435-2143.

Antonio wins shooting match

The Northern Neck Audubon 
Society on April 4 will host a 
program about the annual North-
ern Neck Water Festival.

The Water Festival is conducted 
each fall. It brings all sixth-
graders from Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties to Camp 
Kittamaquid for a full day of 
hands-on activities related to 
water conservation and protec-
tion.

A cooperative project, the fes-
tival attracts volunteers and fi nan-
cial support from garden clubs 
and churches, Northumberland 
Association for Progressive Stew-
ardship, the Audubon chapter, 
Master Gardeners, SAIF Water, 

the Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
and the Northumberland County 
Health Department. Festival 
activities teach concepts that are 
required under the Virginia Stan-
dards of Learning for public edu-
cation.

Local educator Audrey Brain-
ard will bring together many of 
the volunteer instructors who par-
ticipated in the 2004 festival to 
present a “Mini Water Festival” 
for meeting attendees, conduct-
ing the same experiments for the 
adults that the children experi-
enced.  It will be an opportunity 
for parents to learn fi rst-hand what 
kind of activities their children 
participate in at this annual event.  

Audubon to highlight
annual water festival

Petty Offi cer Chad Albrecht is wearing the Coast Guard cold 
water survival suit. Petty Offi cer Theresa Sullivan pointed out 
the many features of the suit that add to increased survivability 
for the user.

Coast Guard auxiliaries from 
the Northern Neck and Richmond 
area gathered March 12, for an 
Operations Workshop at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club near 
Kilmarnock.

The workshop focused on poten-
tial threats and maritime security. 

Led by Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Division 3 commander Rick Cook 
of Ashland, the theme of the pre-
sentation and discussion was to ask 
auxiliarists to put additional empha-
sis on the auxiliary role as the eyes 
and ears of the Coast Guard. Mem-
bers are asked to be more aware of 
unusual boats and boat movements, 
suspicious photography activity, and 
the transportation of weapons or 
chemicals. When noted, these activ-
ities are to be reported to the Coast 
Guard for possible law enforcement 
follow-up.  

Petty Offi cers Theresa Sullivan 
and Chad Albrecht from Coast 
Guard Station Milford Haven dem-
onstrated cold water immersion 
suits.

Albrecht demonstrated the 
MSD900 which is the cold weather 
gear the Coast Guard uses for open 
boat operations and for industrial 
deck operations such as buoy tend-
ing. It is required for use when the 
water temperature is below 60° F. 
The suit features tight sleeves at 
the ankle, wrist and neck; a layer 
of breathable foam provides ther-
mal protection and 16 pounds of 
inherent buoyancy. It is worn with 
a tight fi tting hood and insulated 
boots. The MSD900 will provide 
hours of thermal protection to the 
user in even the coldest water.

To join the auxiliary, call Matt 
Wood at 435-9773.

Coast Guard leads
operations workshop 

Sea service members may
register with the Navy Log

For nearly 20 years the U.S. Navy 
Memorial’s Navy Log has served as 
a permanent record of sea service 
men and women who have worn 
the uniform in the Navy, Marine 
Corps, Coast Guard and Merchant 
Marine.

The Navy Log, housed in the 
Navy Memorial’s Naval Heritage 
Center, continues to grow with more 
than a quarter of a million service 
members, past and present.

The Navy Log can be visited 
while at the Navy Memorial on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washing-
ton, D.C., or at www.lonesailor.org.

The men and women listed in the 
Navy are from all regions of the 
country—both veteran and active 
duty sea service personnel who have 

served in war and in peace time. 
Their names, duty stations, promo-
tions and other achievements remain 
on permanent record for genera-
tions to come.

The Navy Log also contains per-
sonal memory pages from individu-
als who have wonderful stories to 
tell that boast of individual pride 
or of their shipmates, or that tell 
of harrowing events that may have 
changed their lives forever.

To enroll a young man or woman 
serving on active duty, a Reservist, 
or a veteran service member, visit 
www.lonesailor.org or write to : U.S. 
Navy Memorial Log Department W, 
701 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W., Suite 
123, Washington, D.C. 20004-2608; 
or call 800-821-8892, ext. 730.
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CENTURY

LESABRE

“THE SPIRIT OF

AMERICAN STYLE”

LACROSSE

RENDEZVOUS & RAINIER

804-693-2300  
6404 George Washington Memorial Hwy. • www.kenhoutzchevrolet.com  • VA DLR

*DEALER RETAINS REBATES, RECEIPT OF REBATE MAY BE CONTINGENT UPON FINANCING
WITH GMAC. TAX, TITLE, LICENSE, FREIGHT ($660 CENTURY & LACROSSE), $159 PROCESSING

FEE & DEALER INSTALLED EQUIPMENT EXTRA. EXPIRES 3/31/05.

Right Here In Gloucester!
AWESOME SELECTION •  GREAT PEOPLE • AWARD WINNING SERVICE

Middle Peninsula, Northern Neck

GM Sales and Service Leader!

Stk. #5082plus freight

$17,999*

PARK AVENUE

Stk. #5581

2 to choose

UP TO 

$6,600OFF

UP TO 

$6,000OFF

UP TO 

$7,000OFF

$19,999*

During this Special
Spring Event

2005 Buicks will be
priced at 2001 prices.

This is a limited time offer!
Definitely expires 3/31/05

ALL NEW BUICK TERRAZA CUV

plus freight

In-Stock Now
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2005 EXPLORER

Not all lessees will qualify for lowest rate or waived Red Carpet Lease security deposit. Cash due at signing includes acquisition fee. Some payments higher, some lower. Offers vary by model and may require Ford Credit Financing. †Cash back includes $500 Military Appreciation 
Cash. Must be a U.S. resident and show military ID at time of purchase/lease to qualify. Not all buyers will qualify for lowest APR.  0% for 60 months at $16.67 per month per $1000 fi nanced with 10% down. Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 3/31/05 for lease payments 
and APR on F-150, Explorer and Expedition; 4/4/05 for cash back and APR on Escape. See dealer for residency restrictions and details. Visit www.safercar.gov for more details on NHTSA crash test ratings. A deductible applies to the 100,000 mile/5 year Powertrain Extended 
Service Plan. Customer will receive a certifi cate from Ford for a Dell Dimension 3000 system. Actual confi guration may vary. Customer responsible for all taxes and fees. Valid credit card required. Upgrades available at additional cost to customer. Offer ends April 4th. See dealer 
for complete details.  Footnote 1. For hard drives, GB means 1 billion bytes; actual capacity varies with preloaded material and operating environment and will be less. Footnote 2. At-home service provided via third-party contract with customer. Technician will be dispatched if 
necessary following phone-based troubleshooting. Availability varies. Other conditions apply.

2005 EXPEDITION

2005 ESCAPE
$3OOO†        

UP TO

CASH BACK
O%       APR

OR
LEASE 
FOR 
ONLY

$259       WITH $2853
DUE AT
SIGNING*

24       
MONTHS

/MO FOR

★★★★★ RECEIVED 5-STARS IN SIDE 
IMPACT GOVERNMENT CRASH TESTS

O% FINANCING SAVES YOU THOUSANDS IN FINANCE CHARGES

2005 FREESTYLE SE

$45OO†        
UP TO

CASH BACK

O%       APR
FOR FIVE YEARS

OR

$259       LEASE 
FOR 
ONLY

WITH $2963
DUE AT
SIGNING*

24       
MONTHS

/MO FOR

*Security deposit waived, excludes taxes, title and license fees

★★★★★ THE ONLY SEDAN TO RECEIVE 5-STARS IN BOTH
FRONT-AND-SIDE IMPACT GOVERNMENT CRASH TESTS

2005 FIVE HUNDRED SEBuy a 2005 FOCUS, and get a DELL™ PC
Focus and Dell Dimension 3000 PC System details:
•DellTM DimensionTM 3000 desktop PC  •15”  Flat Panel Monitor
•Dell Photo All-In-One Printer 922 •Intel® Celeron® Processor at 2.4 GHz
•Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition •3-Year At-Home Service
•40GB Ultra ATA/100 7200 RPM Hard Drive

Downtown, Kilmarnock

Casual Lifestyle Home Furnishings
2nd Floor

PUD ordinance, which received 
signifi cant opposition during the 
February hearing and was tabled 
by the commission.

Geilich and Beauchamp also 
questioned the public’s grasp of 
a PUD.

“I think, frankly, this whole 
PUD is being grossly misunder-
stood by a lot of people,” said 
Geilich.

by Robb Hoff
KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 

County School Board voted unani-
mously (5-0) Monday to approve a 
$13,243,670 operating budget for the 
2005-06 fi scal year.

The budget includes $8,140,707 in 
county funding, which is a $139,566 
increase over the current year.

Overall, the budget increase is 
$467,31l. State revenues are projected 
to increase by $290,544 for a total 
of $4,246,240. Federal funding is pro-
jected to increase by $42,119 for a 
total of $829,918.

The largest increase is $430,721 
in the instructional category, which 
accounts for over 75 percent of the 
school budget or a total of 
$10,150,639. 

Among the instructional category 
increases are:

• $131,058 more in salaries at Lan-
caster Primary School, for a total of 
$1,366,786.

• $95,234 more in the technology 
department, for a total of $592,544. 

Of the increase, $37,551 is for addi-
tional instructional salary, $25,000 for 
replacement of technology and $17,663 
for technician salary.

• $40,397 more in textbook pur-
chases, for a total of $236,646.

• $35,000 more for materials and 
supplies in the schools, for a total of 
$145,000.

Other category increases are:
• $70,416 more for transportation, for 

a total of $937,449. Of the increase, 
$28,673 in in the insurance/vehicle line 
item.

• $53,149 more for building services, 
for a total of $1,165,387. Of the increase, 
$32,587 is for custodial wages and 
$14,628 for health insurance.

• $36,649 in the administration and 
health staff category, for a total of 
$937,449. Of the increase, $18,269 is 
for clerk salaries.

During a public hearing on the 
school budget, county resident Charles 
Costello asked if the board had dis-
cussed how the revenues would be 
generated to account for a $139,566 

increase in county funding. 
Board chairman William Smith said 

the board did not discuss how the rev-
enues are generated, which is deter-
mined by the board of supervisors as 
part of the county budget process.

County resident Jack Larson ques-
tioned the calculation of state revenues 
which were based upon an enrollment 
of 1,350 students rather than the total 
enrollment of 1,474.

School superintendent Dr. Randolph 
Latimore said the 1,350 fi gure refl ects 
an average daily membership (ADM) 
of attendance instead of the overall 
1,474 students enrolled. He said the 
ADM in county schools as of February 
5 was 1,390. He said the lower fi gure 
was used based on the history of stu-
dent attendance and students exiting 
the school system.

“For budgeting purposes, I err on the 
side of being conservative,” said Lati-
more.

Latimore added that if the ADM is 
higher on March 31 than 1,350 stu-
dents then state funding for the school 

division would increase.
Larson also questioned why the 

school administration did not use a 
“lapse factor” to lessen budgeted salary 
amounts for new positions that would 
not be fully funded throughout the 
fi scal year.

Latimore said the two new positions 
for the 2005-06 fi scal year include an 
11-month position for a technology 
resource technician that begins in July 
and a 10-month position for a para-
professional in the Lancaster Middle 
School computer lab that begins in 
August.

Latimore said the school administra-
tion did not use a “lapse factor” for 
budgeting purposes nor was he aware 
of any school division that did. 

Latimore added that the overall cost 
of salaries can fl uctuate after the budget 
is approved because new teachers hired 
to replace teachers who leave the 
school system may earn higher salaries 
if they have more years of experience 
than those leaving.

The budget approved by the school 

board is forwarded to the board of
supervisors for county budget consid-
eration.

The board also approved the school
division’s $624,371 cafeteria budget,
which increased $57,811 from the
current fi scal year. As presented, it
included a request for $56,627 in
county funding.

However, school board member
Karen Doyle said it was her under-
standing that the board had not agreed
to include local funding in the cafete-
ria budget after a recent work session.

Board member Donald McCann also
said he did not believe the board had
requested local funding for the school’s
cafeteria operation, which is primarily
funded by federal funds ($306,623)
and school lunch sales ($228,325).

“I left thinking (after the work ses-
sion) that this is still going to be self-
sustaining in that, the dollars coming
and going, we’re looking for a zero
sum,” said McCann.

The cafeteria budget is also addressed
during the county’s budgeting process.

School board forwards $13.2 million budget to supervisors

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—The county 

board of supervisors held a 
budget work session Monday to 
consider revenue projections for 
Lancaster’s 2005-06 budget.

Of $23,433,018 in projected 
revenues, $10,056,773 is 
expected in general property 
taxes. The largest revenue source 
is $8,108,643 in real estate 
taxes. 

County administrator William 
H. Pennell Jr. said the real estate 
tax projection is about $13,000 
less than the approved amount 
in the current fi scal year budget 
because some property values 
were lowered through the board 
of equalization process follow-

ing the reassessment effective in 
2005. He said the projected rev-
enue amount is based on actual 
revenues in 2005.

The other large source of local 
tax revenues is $1,490,000 from 
personal property taxes. Pennell 
said the estimate is based upon 
the actual revenues in 2004. 

An additional $1,100,000 in 
local revenue is estimated from 
the county’s share of state sales 
taxes, also based on actual rev-
enues from 2004.

The county expects 
$5,091,415 in state and federal 
revenues for the school system. 

Other state revenues sources 
are estimated at $3,292,859, 
which includes $1,093,193 for 

the sheriff’s department and 
$625,960 for other constitutional 
offi ces. An additional $835,000 
is projected in revenues from 
state car tax relief based on 2004 
revenues.

Other federal funding is pro-
jected at $1,352,442. The amount 
includes $795,792 for welfare 
recipients and $556,650 for 
indoor plumbing grants.

Pennell also informed the 
board that a request for proposals 
for health insurance coverage for 
county employees includes esti-
mates for adding retired county 
employees to the plan. He also 
said Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett has asked for a 
$500 increase in the county sup-

plement for deputy pay.
Regarding a possible new rev-

enue source, Pennell said the 
state may restructure utility taxes 
for some communication ser-
vices in 2006. He said if local 
consumer taxes for wireless tele-
phone services and purchased 
video programming from sat-
ellite television are established 
by state politicians, the county 
would not immediately receive 
those tax revenues. 

He said the county would not 
receive a share of those tax rev-
enues until after the state audi-
tor of public accounts completes 
a study of taxes received by 
Virginia localities from these 
sources and others including 

cable franchising fees, emer-
gency 911 taxes on phone lines 
and wireless emergency 911 
fees. 

However, Pennell said the 
county could immediately 
receive the tax revenues if the 
board adopted the taxes for the 
county before established rates 
are set by the state. He said rev-
enues received from such taxes 
could be used to lower the county 
real estate tax rate.
Board action

The board unanimously (4-0) 
nominated Tristam T. Hyde IV 
for a gubernatorial appointment 
to the Virginia Aviation Board. 
Hyde is a retired general district 
court judge in Virginia’s 15th 

Judicial District and a retired
U.S. Marine Corps colonel.

Pennell said the appointment
could help move forward plan-
ning for a Northern Neck gen-
eral aviation airport. The board
authorized Pennell to send nom-
ination forms in support of Hyde
to the county administrators of
other Northern Neck counties.

The board also authorized Pen-
nell to ask county judges, Sheriff
Crockett, and Commonwealth’s
Attorney C. Jeffers Schmidt if
there are temporary measures
that the county can take to pro-
vide additional courtroom secu-
rity in the wake of violence in
courtrooms in Atlanta and Chi-
cago. 

County administrator reviews revenue projections for ‘05-‘06

Acting Administrator Steve 
Johnson recently signed the fi nal 
Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR), 
a rule that will ensure that Amer-
icans continue to breathe cleaner 
air by dramatically reducing air 
pollution that moves across state 
boundaries in 28 eastern states.

By 2015, CAIR will provide 
health and environmental bene-
fi ts valued at over 25 times the 
cost of compliance, and those 
benefi ts will continue to grow.

“CAIR will result in the largest 
pollution reductions and health 
benefi ts of any air rule in more 
than a decade,” said Johnson. 
“The action we are taking will 
require all 28 states to be good 
neighbors, helping states down-
wind by controlling airborne 
emissions at their source.”

CAIR will permanently cap 
emissions of sulfur dioxide (SO

2
) 

and nitrogen oxides (NOx) in the 
eastern U.S. When fully imple-
mented, CAIR will reduce SO

2
 

emissions in 28 eastern states 
and the District of Columbia by 
over 70 percent and NOx emis-
sions by over 60 percent from 
2003 levels. 

This will result in more than 
$100 billion in health and visi-
bility benefi ts per year by 2015 
and will substantially reduce pre-
mature mortality in the eastern 
U.S., and these benefi ts will con-
tinue to grow each year with fur-
ther implementation.

CAIR is an important compo-
nent of the Bush Administration’s 
plan to help states in the eastern 
U.S. meet the national health-

based air quality standards. The 
pollution reductions, along with 
other federal air quality pro-
grams, will allow the majority 
of non-attainment areas in the 
eastern U.S. to meet the new air 
quality standards.

“We remain committed to 
working with Congress to help 
advance the president’s Clear 
Skies legislation in order to 
achieve greater certainty and 
nationwide emission reductions,” 
said Johnson. “But we need reg-
ulations in place now to help 
over 450 counties in the eastern 
United States protect people’s 
health by meeting stringent new 
air quality standards.”

CAIR will mandate the larg-
est reduction in air pollution 
since the reductions set by the 
Acid Rain Program under the 
Clean Air Act Amendments of 
1990.

Under CAIR, states will 
achieve the required emissions 
reductions using one or two 
options for compliance: require 
power plants to participate in 
an EPA-administered interstate 
cap and trade system that caps 
emissions in two stages, or meet 
an individual state air emission 
limits through measures of the 
state’s choosing.

By addressing air pollutants 
in a cost effective fashion, EPA 
and the states will protect public 
health and the environment with-
out interfering with the steady 
fl ow of affordable energy for 
American consumers and busi-
nesses.

Ten free white fl owering dog-
wood trees will be given to each 
person who joins The National 
Arbor Day Foundation during 
March.

The trees are part of the founda-
tion’s Trees for America campaign.

The trees will be shipped post-
paid at the right time for planting 
prior to May 31 with enclosed plant-
ing instructions. The trees are guar-
anteed to grow or they will be 
replaced.

Members also receive a subscrip-
tion to Arbor Day, the foundation’s 
monthly publication, and the Tree 
Book with information about tree 
planting and care.

To join, send a $10 contribution 
to Ten Free Dogwood Trees, 
National Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, 
NE 68410, by March 31, or visit 
arborday.org.

RICHMOND—Virginia Secre-
tary of Agriculture and Forestry 
Robert Bloxom and State For-
ester Carl Garrison III recently 
reported on the status of farming 
in the Commonwealth.

Virginia’s forestland, while 
under tremendous pressure, is 
alive and doing well—thanks in 
large part to landowners, loggers, 
the forest products industry and 
the Virginia Department of For-
estry, they said.

Virginia has nearly 16 million 
acres of forestland; 89 percent 
is privately owned. The forest 
industry employs more than 
248,000 Virginians. Forestry pro-
vides more than $30 billion in 
benefi ts to the Commonwealth 
each year.

“So many different stakehold-
ers with often vastly different 
agendas have come together to 
ensure the Commonwealth’s nat-
ural resources are protected and 
will remain vibrant for future 
generations of Virginians,” said 
Secretary Bloxom. “Just look at 
the logging industry, for exam-
ple. Most have embraced the Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) 
and, because of that, we all enjoy 
the benefi ts of cleaner water and 

Forestry industry represents $30
billion segment of state economy

EPA announces landmark
Clean Air Interstate Rule

healthier forests,” he said.
BMPs are voluntary practices 

chosen to reduce erosion and pre-
vent or control pollution resulting 
from forestry operations. While 
studies have shown that timber 
harvesting is not a major cause 
of water quality problems, skid 
trails, haul roads and landings 
have the potential to be sources of 
sedimentation, erosion and silt-
ation of streams and other water 
bodies.

“Loggers know that most 
streams originating in or fl owing 
through our timberlands are 
sources for water supplies, recre-
ation and a wealth of other uses,” 
said Secretary Bloxom. “They 
are just interested in protecting 
water quality as we are. I applaud 
them for their efforts to employ 
BMPs.”

“Besides being stewards of for-
estland, landowners and the forest 
industry know that market forces 
and their peers exert substantial 
pressure to adhere to BMPs,” said 
Garrison. “There’s a strong eco-
nomic incentive to comply.”

The  Virginia Department of 
Forestry, also encourages use of 
BMPs.

“Of course there are still a 

small number of people who try 
to cut corners and end up vio-
lating applicable Federal or State 
laws,” said Garrison. “At that 
point, we shift our focus from 
encouragement to enforcement.”

Last year, the Department of 
Forestry issued 481 compliance 
actions to landowners and/or log-
gers for violations of the State 
Silvicultural Water Quality Law. 
This compares to 554 compli-
ance actions in 2003. The number 
of inspections increased by 39 
percent. There were 4,938 
inspections conducted in 2004 
compared to 3,551 inspections in 
2003.

“These violations represent a 
fraction of the active logging 
operations taking place each year 
in Virginia,” said Secretary 
Bloxom. “While our hope is that 
every logger will employ BMPs 
on every timber harvest, we know 
from experience that is unlikely. 
Yet, the system works.”

He noted that the 91 percent 
compliance rate is probably the 
highest of any industry that 
employs voluntary standards. 

“As long as they’re working, 
the guidelines should remain vol-
untary,” Secretary Bloxom said.

“Virginia has a long history of 
supplying some of the nation’s 
best timber and forest products,” 
said Virginia Loggers Association 
executive director Jim Mooney. 
“Our loggers know the right way 
to harvest timber, and they spend 
a lot of money to employ BMPs. 
While their investment in BMPs 
is signifi cant, in the long run it’s 
more cost effective than having to 
‘correct’ bad practices as required 
by law.”

“Civil penalties of up to $5,000 
per violation are possible for vio-
lations of water quality laws, and 
each day of a continuing viola-
tion is considered a separate vio-
lation,” added Garrison.

Arbor Foundation
offers free trees
to new members

(continued from page A1)
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Rappahannock General Hospital Celebrates

Rappahannock General Hospital is a nonprofit, 76 bed community
hospital providing full service health care to the Northern Neck and

Middle Peninsula.

28th Anniversary

Centers or Units
Behavioral Health Unit – (opening later this month)

Cancer Treatment and Education Center
Community Health Education Programs

Counseling Service – Partial Hospitalization Program
24 hour Emergency Care Center

Home Health Services
Intensive Care/Critical Care Unit

Outpatient Pulmonary Rehabilitation Center
Outpatient Services/Surgery Center

Rehabilitation Services and Sports Medicine Centers
Women’s Imaging Center

Thank you to the community, physicians, and staff
for allowing us to serve you for 28 years.

RGH also operates the following

Services include
Anesthesiology, Arteriography, CT Scanning, Dental Surgery, Digital
Fluoroscopy, Emergency Medicine, Family Practice, General Surgery,

Gynecology, Home Health Care, Internal Medicine, Laboratory
Services, Laparoscopic Surgery, Lithotripsy, Mammography, MRI,

Nuclear Medicine, Oncology, Ophthalmology, Orthopaedic Surgery,
Pain Management, Pathology, Pediatrics, Rehabilitation Services and

Sports Medicine, Pulmonary Medicine and Function Testing,
Radiology, Ultrasound, Urology, and Vascular Ultrasound.

804-435-8000
www.rgh-hospital.com

Their spat will fl oat out into 
the river, seeding 60 acres of 
shell reefs built last summer, in 
addition to shells on adjoining 
private and commercial oyster 
grounds.

Hope lies with the second 
generation, said project man-
ager Doug Martin of the Corps 
of Engineers. A single mature 
oyster fi lters 50-gallons of water 
a day. Fifteen million oysters 
will fi lter some 750 million gal-
lons of water per day. Their off-
spring, if they survive, could 
double or triple that fi gure. 

The ultimate goal is not to 
bring back the fi shery; it is to 
revitalize the ecosystem, Martin 
said. 

Even so, the fi shery will ben-
efi t. While the oysters on these 
reefs will never be harvested for 
market, spat that comes off the 
test reefs will likely fi nd its way 
to private grounds where local 
oystermen have already placed 
shell in hopes of catching way-
ward seeds.

“We anticipate a spat size that 
hasn’t been seen in decades,” 
Martin said.

The fi nal component of the 
project involves year-round inde-

The DEBY seed oysters being planted in the Great 
Wicomico River are native to the Delaware Bay, whence 
they get their name. They have proven to be resistant 
against Dermo and MSX, diseases that have contributed 
to the decimation of Virginia’s oyster population.

One of eight lines that VIMS maintains, they are not 
genetically engineered but selectively bred.

“It’s the best strain we know of,” said project manager 
Doug Martin.

They are being released in the winter because diseases 
are less prevalent and the oysters are not as active while 
water temperatures are low. 

The cooler water reduces stress on the oysters, allowing 
them to adjust more easily to their new environment. 

The Great Wicomico River 
oyster reef project made head-
lines last summer when cow-
nosed rays gobbled up a million 
oysters during a test run. 

While project manager Doug 
Martin of the Army Corps of 
Engineers said the project’s par-
ticipants were aware that cow-
nosed rays are a natural predator 
of the oyster, they had no idea of 
the magnitude of destruction the 
ray could cause. 

Lacking natural predators, cow-
nosed ray populations have 
exploded in the bay. 

Pound netters and sand sharks 
were once the rays’ biggest pred-
ators. Both are now endangered.

Despite the havoc the rays 
caused last summer, biomass on 
the test reefs increased by 30 per-
cent, Martin said. 

The project managers have 
designed a fencing system to 
protect newly seeded reefs from 
predators. According to the plan, 
12-inch nylon stretched net will 
be tightly strung on 8-inch diam-
eter pilings on 18-foot centers 
and weighted at the bottom. 

Refl ective tape around the pil-
ings will aid in navigation and 
the fencing will be at least 1,100 
feet away from the nearest marina 
facility.

Pound net watermen working 
with VIMS will monitor the nets 
two to three times a week.  Con-
struction of the fences will start 
immediately, pending approval 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commission 
will hold a public hearing on Chap-
ter 4 of the comprehensive plan at 
7 p.m. tonight (March 17) in the 
courthouse.  

This chapter deals primarily with 
public investment, focusing on the 
provision of public facilities and ser-
vices.   

The plan enables the county to 
anticipate additional public services 
that will be needed in future years.  

The major sections of the chap-
ter cover Highways, Recreational 
Areas and Facilities, Public 
Buildings and School Facilities, 
Water Supply and Sewage Dis-
posal, and Other Public and 

repairing another road where an
improvised explosive device had
detonated. 

The attack came while the pla-
toon awaited delivery of cement
from an Iraqi group. The grenade
tore through a dump truck and hit
a soldier, causing him to lose a
leg. 

Barnett said the soldier’s life
was saved by a staff sergeant from
southwest Virginia who used his
belt to tie a tourniquet. Ironi-
cally, the staff sergeant’s father
had done the same thing to save a
soldier’s life during the Vietnam
War.

Barnett underscored the impor-
tance of the American presence
in the war for its removal of the
tyranny imposed by the regime
of Saddam Hussein.

He said he visited mass grave
sites where the remains of Kurd-
ish men, women and children
killed by the Hussein regime were
unearthed. He emphasized that
the terrorists in Iraq are ruthless.

“Don’t ever become compla-
cent of freedom,” said Barnett.
“Don’t ever become complacent
of life itself in general.”

Barnett will remain on active
duty until March 21. He plans to
continue to offer his services to
the National Guard. 

Until he receives a new church
assignment, he will lead Sunday
services in Northumberland
County at Fairfi elds United Meth-
odist Church at 9:45 a.m. and
Afton United Methodist Church
at 11 a.m.

Industry of the Carolinas has rec-
ognized her paintings with sev-
eral Award of Excellence and 
Special Judges Awards. She is a 
licensed artist with Scene Weaver 
and with Marathon Apparel.

This is her 11th year as an 
exhibitor at the White Stone 
show.

The weekend door prize is a 
pair of geese carved by Charles 
Jobes of Havre de Grace, Md. 
Visitors to the Preview Night also 
will have a chance to win an orig-
inal painting by Kevin McBride 
of Greenbackville.

Among other vendors, Lab 
Rescue of the Labrador Retriever 
Club of the Potomac and the 
Northern Neck Audubon Society 
will be in attendance with infor-
mation about their organizations.

Northumberland
comp plan review
turns to chapter 4

Quasi-Public Services.
Each section outlines the coun-

ty’s intent to provide or support 
particular services, creating cru-
cial guidelines to private as well 
as public agencies that operate sep-
arately from the county govern-
ment.

The proposed chapter is avail-
able for review at www.co.northum 
berland.va.us, from assistant county 
administrator Luttrell Tadlock and 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library. 

An overview of the chapter and 
the changes since the last version 
will be provided at the meeting and 
the public will be invited to com-
ment. 

Contributors to the show are  
W.F. Booth Inc. for the show 
print, Bank of Lancaster and  Bay 
Trust for invitation and raffl e 
printing, Connemara for show 
fl yers, Rappahannock Rentals for 
tents, Currie Funeral Home for 
Preview Night support, B. W. 
Wilson Paper Co., and The Busi-
ness Press.

All weekend, a variety of food 
is available to eat at the show or 
take home. A special tent is avail-
able for dining.

The hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $6 
daily, or $7 for a two-day pass.

The show is sponsored by 
the White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department. Proceeds benefi t the 
fi re department.

Great Wicomico River oyster reef restoration seeding sites
Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation has been plant ing about 1 
million disease-resistant oysters per year at its sanctuary for 
the last six years, but the oysters don’t make it long past plant-
ing, be cause of the small scale of the sanctuary, said Tommy 
Leggett. The foundation contributed an additional 9,000 oys-
ters to this dump. The oysters were nearly two years old and, 
therefore, more valuable. 

Project partners celebrate the start of a fi ve-year effort to 
restore the native oyster to the Great Wicomico River. They are 
Paula Jasinski of the National Marine Fisheries Service, Assis-
tant Secretary of Natural Resources Russ Baxter, pro ject man-
ager Doug Martin of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jack 
Travelstead of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, Stan 
Allen of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science and Tommy 
Leggett of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 

Fences would protect reefs from predators

from the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission at the end 
of the month. 

The nets will remain in place 
from May to October.

Seeded oysters rest on their 
sides, but scientists theorize that 
the second generation seed oys-
ters will take root with the edge 
of their shells facing up, which 
would cut the underside of rays 
and provide a natural defense.

If this rooting occurs, the fences 

may not be required in future 
years. 

Crab pots will also play an 
important role in the river this 
summer since it’s known that 
crabs are attracted to oyster 
reefs. 

The Northumberland County 
supervisors, initially concerned 
about the project, its hopes for 
success and plans to fence the 
reefs, expressed their unanimous 
support for the project March 10.

pendent monitoring. NOAA is 
providing the funding to VIMS 
to technically review the project.

VIMS will examine the oysters’ 
survival in the face of predation, 
disease challenges and recruit-
ment through the river system. 

The aim is to achieve a self-sus-
taining oyster ecosystem wherein 
the birth rate is higher than the 
mortality rate.

“We can’t put exact numbers 

on that right now,” Martin said, 
but steady oversight should shed 
some light on whether the project 
is achieving success. 

Meanwhile, the much-publi-
cized Asian oyster introduction 
effort is light years behind the 
project. An environmental impact 
statement is under way and may 
not be complete for another two 
to three years.

Funding will continue to pres-
ent a challenge for the restoration 
partners in the coming years. 

Sen. John Warner has been 
instrumental in securing energy 
and water appropriations from 
Congress for this project, said 
Paula Jasinski, Virginia coordina-
tor for the National Marine Fish-
eries Service. 

The project earned $1 million 
in federal funding in 2004 and 
another $1.5 million in 2005, but 
there is no spending earmarked 
for the project in President Bush’s 
2006 budget.  

Success this summer will 
clearly help with funding in the 
future. 

“We know Mother Nature will 
throw us some curve balls,” 
Martin said.

Drought, red tide, disease and 
predators will all challenge the 
success of this project.

“But we think we are going to 
succeed,” said Martin. “We know 
we are going to succeed.”

About the oyster:

 Seeding of Great Wicomico reef begins . . . . 

 Waterfowl show . . . .

 Barnett . . . .
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