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Though competitors in the 
market, Bevans and Cowart also 
work together to fi nd solutions 
to shared problems. The lifelong 
friends recently launched an 
aquaculture project which they 
jointly funded. 

VMRC fi sheries manager 
Jack Travelstead (right), Fox 
and Pruitt listen to A.J. Ers-
kine explain the upweller he 
designed for the project. A 
shared employee of Bevans 
and Cowart, Erskine copied the 
design from photographs of 
similar contraptions in Califor-
nia. This is the only system of 
its kind on the east coast. 

Located on the Coan River 
near Lake Cowart Jr.’s home, the 
upweller is used for aquaculture. 
A nursery for seed oysters, the 
system provides protection from 
predators. Each square contains 
netting to hold the grain-sized 
spat. Large paddles keep the 
water constantly circulating, 
offering a continuous fl ow 
of food to the young oysters. 
As the oysters grow they are 
shifted into separate areas of the 
upweller. Within six weeks they 
grow to the size of a fi nger-

nail, large enough to plant on 
beds. In natural conditions, it 
would take the oysters a year to 
achieve the same size. 

The disease-resistant strand 
of virginica oysters used in this 
experiment are sterile because 
sterile oysters yield more meat, 
having spent less energy repro-
ducing.

Scientists and oyster growers 
hope that by using systems like 
these they can help oysters reach 
market size in half the time it 
takes under natural conditions, 
thereby beating diseases such 
as Dermo, which seem to affect 
oysters only in the third growing 
season. 

This upweller system can 
process 8 to 10 million oysters 
between May and October, in 
batches of about three million. 
During the winter, the system is 
removed from the water with a 
crane and cleaned and stored for 
the following year. 

Aquaculture systems like 
these are common on the west 
coast and in Europe. Chesa-
peake Bay watermen, noted Fox, 
are far behind the times when it 
comes to cultivating seafood.

VMRC tours oyster packing operations

Photos and text by Reid Pierce Armstrong

Hoping to gain some per-
spective on the resource they 
manage, commissioners and 
regulators from the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commis-
sion toured two oyster packing 
plants in the Northern Neck last 
Thursday. 

The group followed the oys-
ters from shucking to shipping 
at Bevans Oyster Company 
in Kinsale. One of the larg-
est oyster packers on the east 
coast, Bevans is a year-round 
operation, processing more than 
60 million oysters a year. To 

supplement the ever dwindling 
harvest from the Chesapeake 
Bay, Bevans imports oysters 
from the Gulf Coast and Dela-
ware Bay. 

Local oyster packers are just 
now receiving shipments of 
oysters following Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. Where in the 
past Virginia packers have been 
reliant on Gulf Coast oyster 
companies to supply enough 
product to keep them in busi-
ness, this year the tables have 
turned. Oyster companies in the 
Gulf Coast are now dependent 

on Virginia packers to help 
them prepare their product for 
market. 

Adding to the good fortune of 
Virginia packers, this year was 
a bumper crop for Chesapeake 
Bay oysters thanks to ideal 
weather conditions. This “tre-
mendous year saved Virginia’s 
oyster industry,” said Margaret 
Ransone of Bevans Oyster 
Company. 

With oysters going for $60 a 
bushel, it is indeed a good year 
to be a Virginia oysterman. 

At Cowart Seafood Com-
pany, a smaller but otherwise 
similar operation, the group 
witnessed a new process of 

fl ash freezing oysters on the 
half shell for wholesale to food 
distributers, chain restau-
rants and hotels. The method 
is considered safer for the 
restaurant and hotel employees 
who don’t risk infection from 
wounds incurred while shuck-
ing the oysters themselves. It’s 
also less time consuming for 
the kitchen staff. The oysters 
can be kept frozen for up to 
six months and are later served 
raw. From the time the oyster 
is shucked (right) it takes less 
than fi fteen minutes for it to be 
frozen and packed. 

The group also saw how 
Cowart cans hominy and her-

ring roe in order to keep his 
employees busy year ‘round. 

Both oyster packers described 
the important contributions 
they make to the county and the 
state. The loss of either com-
pany would have an enormous 
impact on the local economy. 

In a single month, Bevans 
spends $45,000 on its elec-
tric bill, $50,000 on fuel and 
$13,000 on employees.

More important, both oyster 
companies stressed, is to pre-
serve the tradition of Virginia 
oystermen. 

“You can’t compare to it,” 
said Ransone. “Hopefully, it 
won’t be lost.” 

Hope on the half-shell

Bevans and Cowart have 
been leaders in working with 
regulators and environmental 
agencies to fi nd solutions to the 
oyster problems. Bevans offers 
its employees, facilities, equip-
ment and time to help scientists 
research ways to revive the 
Chesapeake Bay oyster popula-
tion.

Ransone showed VMRC 
Commissioners Bill Pruitt (left) 
and J. Carter Fox of Reedville 
the results of several oyster 
growing experiments. In one 
hand she holds a nine-month-

old sterile ariakensis oyster 
(known as the Asian oyster). In 
the other hand she holds an 18-
month-old sterile virginica (a 
disease resistant native oyster). 
The two oysters are roughly the 
same size. A non-sterile native 
oyster growing on the bottom 
takes three years to reach an 
equal size. 

Ransone said that the experi-
mental oysters grow faster both 
because they are sterile and 
because they are grown in con-
trolled conditions near the surface. 

The marketability of the 

Asian oyster has been proven. 
But growing mass quanti-
ties under these conditions is 
not practical, Ransone said. 
Growing one million ariakensis 
oysters, as Bevans is doing now, 
requires 600 to 700 racks. The 
growing racks must be kept in 
the shallows during the summer 
and require almost daily main-
tenance. In the winter they must 
be moved into deeper water 
where they are out of danger 
from the ice. The racks clog up 
the creek and create naviga-
tional hazards for swimmers, 
dogs and jet skiers. In the end, 
those million oysters and all that 
effort amount to two days worth 

of shucking product. 
The next step, Ransone said, 

is to fi nd out how the non-native 
species grow on the bottom. Do 
they become susceptible to the 
same predation, pollution and 
disease as the native species? 
Do they grow as quickly as they 
do on the racks? Do their shells 
thicken, thereby increasing 
their shelf-life on the half-shell 
market? The oyster industry is 
currently proposing that 10,000 
sterile ariakensis be placed on 
bottomlands to see how they 
fair. Pruitt, who was granted 
legislative authority to make 
such decisions, said he will take 
60 days to consider the matter. 

Shucking for answers

Sticking together

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—The county 

board of supervisors last week 
unanimously (5-0) declined to 
participate in a proposed county-
wide public service authority 
(PSA).

Citing a lack of information 
and distrust among their con-
stituents, the supervisors instead 
opted to pursue funds for another 
study of sewer system needs in 
the county.

“I’ve got fears and suspi-

cions,” said supervisor Peter N. 
Geilich. “And I realize sooner 
or later something may have to 
be done, but I’m not sure what 
sooner or later is.”

The board authorized county 
administrator William H. Pen-

nell Jr. to apply to the state water 
quality improvement fund for a 
needs assessment study grant. 

Pennell said the scope of the 
study would address the impact 
that shoreline homes served by 
septic systems have on the water 

quality of the Chesapeake Bay 
and its tributaries. 

The Lancaster Industrial 
Development Authority has 
already funded a feasibility study 
for bringing sewer service to 
Irvington, White Stone, and the 

surrounding area including Rap-
pahannock Westminster-Canter-
bury and the Golden Eagle Golf 
Course development planned for 
more than 400 units.

This initial feasibility study 

by Robb Hoff
Because of the construction in down-

town Kilmarnock for the Main Street 
revitalization project, one lane of East 
Church Street (Route 200) at its intersec-
tion with Main Street will be closed for 
approximately three weeks, according to 
town manager Lee Capps.

A “Road Closed” sign was placed on 
East Church Street Tuesday past its inter-
section with First Street to detour west-
bound motorists. The First Street detour 
allows re-entry onto North Main Street 
past the construction zone.

Westbound motorists on Route 200 from 
Northumberland County can also turn right 
onto Good Luck Road (Route 607), which 
accesses Route 3 outside of the Kilmar-
nock town limits near Norris Pond. 

Motorists bound for White Stone from 
East Church Street can turn left onto 
Clifton Avenue, right onto Waverly, left 
onto Chase Street then right on Hatton 
Avenue to reach South Main Street past 
the construction area. 

Meanwhile, a revised construction 

schedule lists November 7 as the start 
date for sidewalk demolition north of East 
Church Street. New sidewalks for that sec-
tion of Main Street should be completed 
by the end of January.

New sidewalks along Main Street from 
East Church Street to Waverly Avenue and 
from Waverly Avenue past the Main Street 
intersection with Irvington Road are due 
in December.

Other alternate routes to avoid the 
downtown construction zone are available 
to motorists. 

Through traffi c headed north on Route 
3 from White Stone to Lancaster can turn 
left onto Harris Road (Route 1036), cross 
Irvington Road to the James Jones Memo-
rial Highway (Route 688), and access 
Route 3 (Main Street) at the north end of 
town.

Through traffi c from White Stone to 
Northumberland County can still travel 
East Church Street from Main Street for 
now. However, alternate routes are avail-
able for through traffi c. 

Motorists can turn left off Route 3 to 

Harris Road, right onto Irvington Road,  
left onto School Street, right onto North 
Main Street, then left onto First Street, 
which accesses East Church Street.

Motorists can also travel the Harris 
Road route across Irvington Road (Route 
200) to the James Jones Memorial High-
way, then turn left onto North Main Street 
and travel past the town limits and Norris 
Pond before turning right onto Good Luck 
Road (Route 607), which allows re-entry 
to Route 200 past its designation as East 
Church Street.

Motorists bound for Northumberland 
County from White Stone can also drive 
through residential neighborhoods off 
South Main Street (Route 3) before the 
construction zone starts. Reentry to Route 
200 past the construction zone can be 
accessed off South Main Street by turn-
ing right onto Hatton Avenue, left onto 
Chase Street, right onto Waverly Avenue, 
immediately left onto Bellevue Road-Clif-
ton Avenue at the fi re department carnival 
grounds, and then right onto East Church 
Street past the construction zone.

WHITE STONE—The White 
Stone Town Council will meet 
tonight (November 3) at 7 p.m. in 
the town offi ce at 433 Rappahan-
nock Drive.

On the agenda is consideration 
of the town’s participation in a 
proposed countywide public ser-
vice authority (PSA).

Council will also hold a public 
hearing for consideration of fi nan-
cial assistance for the White Stone 

Volunteer Fire Department. The 
scope of the assistance includes 
an application for grant funding 
and borrowing against the credit 
of the town to improve the inter-
est rate for the fi re department’s 
purchase of a new tanker truck.

Council also will review the 
Lancaster County school division 
survey of school age children that 
determines state sales tax rev-
enues for the town.

Lancaster County bows out of PSA for now

White Stone to vote on PSA 
(continued on page A13)
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DIXIE DELI: Family owned and oper-
ated (forever!) Serving lunch 5 days 
a week, Mon-Fri., 10:30-3:00, Subs, 
soup, our famous potato & chicken 
salad and sandwiches, 50 Irvington 
Rd., Kilmarnock 435-6745.
–––––––––––––––––––––-––––––
THE LITTLE PEOPLEʼS GUILD & 
CAFÉ LOTTÉ : Great BBQ Ribs, 
chicken, homemade salad, delicious 
desserts & more. Homemade desserts 
by order.  Serving lunch, 11 am - 4 pm, 
Mon. - Sat.  Closed Sundays. 529-5938  
Lottsburg, Va.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––
LANCASTER LANDING RESTAU-
RANT:
Seafood, Steaks and daily dinner 
specials.  Located at the foot of the 
White Stone Bridge. Hours: Main 
Dining Room: 5:00–10:00 Tues.–Sat; 
Lounge Dining Room: 4:00–12:00 
Tues.–Thursday & 4:00–1:15 Fri. & 
Sat. Entertainment Friday & Saturday 
(in the lounge). 436-9060
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE MOUNT HOLLY STEAMBOAT 
INN:
Overlooking beautiful Nomini Creek 
in historic Westmoreland County. 
Winter Hours Dinner Wednesday to 
Saturday. 5:00-9:00 Grand Sunday 
Brunch Buffet 11:00-2:00. 804-472-
9070. 3673 Cople Highway (Rt. 202 
at Nomini Bay) 
www.mthollysteamboatinn.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
SANDPIPER REEF RESTAURANT:
4 Star Dining on the Piankatank. 
Friendly, local atmosphere. Fresh 
seafood, prime beef. Thurs-Sat. 5-9. 
Sun. 4 - 8 p.m. Special Parties-Off 
Nights. Reservations accepted. Off Rt. 
198 in Mathews County. Under new 
ownership. (D). 725-3331.

SANDPIPER RESTAURANT:
Est. 1982. Casual relaxed dining with 
friendly service. Featuring nightly 
specials, charbroiled steaks and fresh 
seafood dishes. Full menu. (D) Route 
3, White Stone. 435-6176.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THAI POT: Authentic Thai cuisine.  
Serving lunch and dinner.  Dine in 
and carry-out.  Hours: Tuesday-Sat-
urday  Lunch: 11:30am-3pm.  Dinner: 
5:30pm-9pm., Catering available.  238 
N. Main St., Kilmarnock, 436-Thai.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE STEAMBOAT RESTAURANT:
Enjoy casual dining while overlooking 
the beautiful Piankatank River Golf 
Club. We offer a traditional lunch 
menu, gourmet and traditional evening 
menus and Sunday Brunch selections. 
Open Tues.-Sat., 11:00 am - 2:30 pm, 
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. evenings 5:30 pm 
- 9:00 pm, and Sunday Brunch 10:30 
am - 2:00 pm. Banquets, functions 
and group outings also available. 
Call 776-6589 (Reservations sug-
gested). Located off Rt. 33 at 629, 
Hartfield, Va.

THE TAVERN RESTAURANT:
In the heart of Heathsville, Va.  Chef 
Branden Levine serves a pleasing 
Progressive American Cuisine.  Enjoy 
steak, seafood, chicken, lamb, and 
gourmet desserts.  Open for lunch:  
Tuesday - Saturday  11:00 - 2:30,  Din-
ner:  Tuesday - Saturday  5:30 - 9:00.  
Call 804-580-7900 for reservations.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
WILLABYʼS:
Comfortable casual atmosphere. Fea-
turing daily chefʼs specials, gourmet 
burgers & delectable desserts. Eat 
in or carry out available. Monday-
Saturday 11-3. Items available for 
take home until 4:00. White Stone. 
(L) 435-0044.

TRADITIONAL
DINING

TRADITIONAL
DINING

SINCE 1965

Howard Miller Clock Service Rep.

GRANDFATHER, MANTEL & SHIP CLOCKS
ANTIQUE & NEW

CLOCK REPAIRS

John C. Willis, Clock Maker,
804-776-9900

Guaranteed!

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.
Health Insurance for Individuals and
Small Employer Groups (2-14)

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east of
State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of
Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKIG (10/01)

For more information pleae call:
Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd. Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com

Also on Sale - Irvington Farmers’ Market T-Shirts & Tote 
Bags. If you would like more information, please 

call  Kate Raffetto at 438-9324.  Thank you.

Photos with Santa.
The Audubon Society

 will be available to answer 
your questions

Pets available for 
adoption (Friends of 

the Shelter)

Offerings by over 80+ Quality Vendors

On King Carter Drive, Next to Chesapeake Bank

Farmers’ Market
The Town of Irvington and

The Irvington Chamber of Commerce
& Village Improvement Association

Fresh Produce, Prepared Foods, Baked Goods,  
Plants, a Wide Selection of Unique Handcrafted Goods,  

Art, Herbal Creams & Lotions, Goat Cheese, 
Cinnamon Buns and much more!

Irvington Commons

Final Market of 2005! See you in May
8 a.m. till 12 noon

SAT., Aug 27

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS
located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center, Tap-

pahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166 
ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00  

SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00
ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE

* NO PASSES OR COUPONS
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-445-1166

No one under  
17 admitted  
to R Rated  

films without 
parent or adult 

accompaniment  
- ID’s required

SAT. NOV. 5
CHICKEN LITTLE (G)

GOSPEL (PG)

“G” (R)

SAW 2 (G)

LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG13)

WALLACE & GROMIT THE 
CURSE OF WERE RABBITT (G)

FRI. NOV. 4 

SUN. NOV. 6 MON. NOV. 7- TUES. NOV. 8

CHICKEN LITTLE (G)

GOSPEL (PG)

“G” (R)

SAW 2 (G)

LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG13)

WALLACE & GROMIT THE 
CURSE OF WERE RABBITT (G)

CHICKEN LITTLE (G)

GOSPEL (PG)

“G” (R)

SAW 2 (G)

LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG13)

WALLACE & GROMIT THE 
CURSE OF WERE RABBITT (G)

CHICKEN LITTLE (G)

GOSPEL (PG)

“G” (R)

SAW 2 (G)

LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG13)

WED. NOV. 7- TUES. Nov 8

GET RICH OR DIE TRYING (R)

CHICKEN LITTLE (PG)

GOSPEL (R)

SAW 2 (G)

LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG13)

November
3 Thursday
Bingo is played at the American 
Legion Post 86 on Waverly 
Avenue in Kilmarnock at 7 p.m.
The RFM Modelers meet 
at 10 a.m. at the Reedville  
Fishermen’s Museum. 453-6529.
A Like New Book Sale begins 
at the Lancaster Community 
Library at 235 School Street 
in Kilmarnock. The book sale, 
sponsored by the Friends of 
Lancaster Community Library, 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and continues through 
November 5.
The Marine Corps League 
Detachment will meet at 7:30 
p.m. at the Callao fi rehouse. 
580-3803.
The Wetlands Board for 
Northumberland County 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the 
courthouse in Heathsville.
The White Stone Town Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the town 
offi ce.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmarnock.
The Airport Club of Hummel 
Field meets at 6 p.m. for a 
dinner meeting at The Pilot 
House at Topping. 758-5500.
American Flags will be 
distributed by American Legion 
Post 86 at the post house on 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock 
from 6 to 7 p.m. The fl ags are 
decorating veterans’ graves 
several days before Veterans 
Day, November 11.
The Republican Committee 
for Northumberland County 
meets at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Northumberland Public Library 
in Heathsville. The agenda 
includes fi nal election and 
polling activities and plans for a 
victory celebration.
Pete Atkinson plays acoustic 
favorites at Café Mojo in 
Urbanna at 8:30 p.m. 758-4141.

4 Friday
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Center in 
Lively at 7:30 p.m.
Bingo is played at the Mid-
County Rescue Squad Building 
in Heathsville at 7 p.m.
Steve Keith is featured at 
Rose’s Crab House & Raw Bar 
beginning at 8:30 p.m. 436-
8439.
The 48th Urbanna Oyster 
Festival will be held Friday 
from 10 a.m. to midnight, and 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
A variety of seafood and other 
food, entertainment, oyster-
shucking contest, Oyster 
Festival Queen Competition and 
two parades will be among the 
activities. 758-2613.
Mercy Creek plays progressive 
folk and rock throughout the day 
at Café Mojo in Urbanna, 758-
4141.
Sweet Justice will be featured 
in the Colonial Pizza parking lot 
in Urbanna from 1 to 5 p.m.
Hot Cakes will play for the 
Firemen’s Dance in the fi eld 
behind the Urbanna fi reholuse 
from 8 p.m. to midnight. 
The RFM Stitchers meet at 9:30 
a.m. at Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
The RFM Quilters meet at 1 
p.m. at Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.

4 Friday
A Spaghetti Supper will be 
served at the Gwynn’s Island 
Civic Center from 5 to 7 p.m. $7. 
Proceeds benefi t the Gwynn’s 
Island Community 2007 Legacy 
Project and the American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life. 
For advanced tickets, call 725-
7665.

5 Saturday
The Fall Bazaar continues 
at Irvington United Methodist 
Church in Irvington, beginning 
at 8 a.m. Christmas items will 
be available.
The New York Chamber 
Soloists will be featured in an 
“On Stage” concert, sponsored 
by the Rappahannock 
Foundation for the Arts. The 
“All-Mozart” program begins at 
8 p.m. at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater in Kilmarnock. 
For ticket information, call 435-
0292.
Brunswick Stew will be 
served by the Heathsville 
United Methodist Church in 
Heathsville, beginning at 11 
a.m. $7 per quart. A yard and 
bake sale begin at 8 a.m.
The Irvington Farmers’ 
Market will be held from 8 
a.m. to noon on the Irvington 
Commons. Author Audrey 
Thomasson will sign copies 
of Chicken Soup for the Dog 
Lover’s Soul from 9 a.m. to 
noon at the Animals First 
booth.
A Big End of Year Sale will be 
held at the Bethel/Emmanuel 
United Methodist Men’s building 
on Route 201 near Lively. The 
sale will be held from 7 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. The building is also 
open on Wednesdays from 3 to 
6 p.m. through December 14. 
462-6103.
The 48th Urbanna Oyster 
Festival will be held Friday 
from 10 a.m. to midnight, and 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
A variety of seafood and other 
food, entertainment, oyster-
shucking contest, Oyster 
Festival Queen Competition 
and two parades will be among 
the activities. 758-2613.

5 Saturday
Mercy Creek plays progressive 
folk and rock throughout the day 
at Café Mojo in Urbanna, 758-
4141.
Forgotten Spies rocks the 
upstairs lounge at Lancaster 
Landing, beginning at 9 p.m. 
436-9060.
Sweet Justice will be featured 
in the Colonial Pizza parking lot 
in Urbanna from 1 to 5 p.m.

6 Sunday
The Widowed Persons Service 
for Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties holds its lunch brunch 
at T&T’s in Burgess immediately 
following church services.
A Boat Decorating Workshop will 
be held at 2 p.m. at Commodore’s 
at the Tides Inn in Irvington. The 
workshop is for those who plan 
to enter the annual “Lights on the 
Creek” parade.

7 Monday
The Rappahannock 
Toastmasters will meet at 7 p.m. 
at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. 435-7585.
The Historyland Community 
Workshop  volunteer craft 
group meets at the Lancaster 
Woman’s Club from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Brown bag lunch. Guests 
welcome.
First Place, a faith-based 
weight-loss class, meets at 6:45 
p.m. at the White Stone Church 
of the Nazarene Family Life 
Center near White Stone. 453-
5701.
The Northern Neck Audubon 
Society meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock. Larry Lynch, past 
president of the Virginia Society 
of Ornithology will speak.
The Northumberland Women’s 
Book Club will meet at 7 p.m. at 
Benchmark in Burgess. The club 
will discuss Zipporah. 

8 Tuesday
The Kilmarnock & District Pipe 
Band rehearses at 7:15 p.m. at 
Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Weems. 462-7125. 
Bridge will be played at 1 p.m. 
at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury.
Boat Talk, an exchange of ideas 
on classic and wooden boats, 
will be held at 4 p.m. at the 
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum. 
453-6529.
The Lancaster Lions Club 
meets at 7 p.m. at Lancaster 
Landing Restaurant in White 
Stone.
The Kilmarnock Museum 
board of directors meets at 2 
p.m. at the museum on North 
Main Street.
The Kilmarnock Subdivision 
Committee will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the town offi ce at 514 North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock. 
The committee will discuss a 
subdivision plat submitted by 
Leland Corporation president H. 
Lee Self for property on James 
Jones Memorial Highway.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church.

9 Wednesday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
The Kiwanis Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and White 
Stone meets at 12:30 p.m. at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 3 p.m. at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock. 438-5127.
The Rappahanock Community 
College Board meets at 1 p.m. 
on the Warsaw campus.
Duplicate Bridge will be played 
at 1 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of White Stone. Men, women 
and newcomers, are invited. No 
reservations needed. 435-2755.
The Virginia Watermen’s 
Association meets at 7 p.m. at 
the Pilot House in Topping.
A Home Buyer’s presentation 
will be offered at 7 p.m. at the 
Chesapeake Bank Training 
Center at 51 School Street 
in Kilmarnock. Register by 
November 3. 435-1181.
Frans Kasteel will speak about 
his cruise above the Artic 
Circle at the Grace Church 
men’s breakfast at 7:30 a.m. 
at Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock.
The Northern Neck Soil & 
Water Conservation District 
will meet at  6:30 p.m. at the 
Northern Neck Electric Coop-
erative Auditorium in Warsaw. 

Soloists to present concert Saturday
The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts will present the 
New York Chamber Soloists in concert November 5 at the Lan-
caster Middle School Theater in Kilmarnock. The “On Stage” 
performance begins at 8 p.m. An “All-Mozart” program is 
planned in celebration of the 250th birthday of Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart. For ticket information, call 435-0292. Financial 
assistance for this concert is provided by Dunton, Simmons and 
Dunton of White Stone. 

(continued on page A3)

Brass Polishing
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g
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• Ornamentals • Premium Nursery Stock • Grasses

•  Culinary & Medicinal Herbs  •  Native & Wetland Specimens •
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An eclectic collection for
aesthetic reflection

804-435-0531
 81 S. Main • Kilmarnock, Va.

For happy gardeners . . .

Greenpoint Nursery, Inc.

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200     1-877-436-9200

■ Genealogical society
The Middle Peninsula African-

American Genealogical and His-
torical Society of Virginia will meet 
November 12 at 11 a.m. at the Essex 
County Public Library at 117 North 
Church Lane in Tappahannock.

 For more information, contact 
Gloria Waller-Scott at 758-3613, or 
cauthornewhite@cs.com. 

■ Jazz concert
Arts Alive Inc. will present the 

VCU Jazz Orchestra 1 November 
11 at 7 p.m. at the W. T. Robin-
son/Sture G. Olsson Civic Audito-
rium and Fine Arts Center in West 
Point. 

For tickets, call 843-3475. Seat-
ing for this event is general admis-
sion. Season tickets are not valid 
for this event. General Admis-
sion tickets are $15. Students and 
season ticket holders may purchase 
discounted tickets for $12. 

■ Fisherman’s Ball
Palestine Lodge on Good Luck 

Road will host the Fisherman’s 
Ball Saturday, November 5, 
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Music will 
be provided by Mark Hender-
son. The fee is $10 per person. 
No one under age 25 will be 
admitted.

Dress to impress and prizes 
will be awarded at intervals. For 
more information, call Stanley 
Gaskins at 438-5288.

■ Gospel sing
The Callao Rescue Squad Sup-

port Team will host an evening of 
gospel music at the rescue squad 
building November 12 at 7 p.m. 
Nomini Creek will perform. Dona-
tions benefi t the rescue squad.

To perform at a future date, call 
333-9632.

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200     1-877-436-9200

July 12-23
Travel with us by land & by sea to the land of 

your dreams.... “The Last Frontier”!

Great Prices! Book early for the best selection!

9 Wednesday
A Grief Support Group meets 
at 4 p.m. at White Stone United 
Methodist Church. 435-7585.
The Rappahannock 
Community College Board 
meets at 1 p.m. on the Warsaw 
campus. The board will review 
priorities for the 2006 General 
Assembly session.
The Friends of Lancaster 
County meets at 7 p.m. at the 
Lancaster Community Library in 
Kilmarnock.
The Board Of Trustees for the 
Northumberland Public Library 
meet at 5 p.m. at the library at 
7204 Northumberland Highway 
in Heathsville.

10 Thursday
Bingo is played at the American 
Legion Post 86 on Waverly 
Avenue in Kilmarnock at 7 p.m.
The RFM Modelers meet at 10 
a.m. at Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum. 453-6529.
Al-ANON meets at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall in Kilmar-nock.
The Wetlands Board for 
Lancaster County will meet at 
9:30 a.m. at the courthouse in 
Lancaster.
The Board of Supervisors for 
Northumberland County meets 
at 3:30 p.m. at the courthouse 
in Heathsville. Public hearings 
begin at 7 p.m. in the courts 
building in Heathsville.

Area Events

■ Celebrate Veterans Day
The sixth-graders at Lancaster 

Middle School invite the com-
munity to a Veterans Day Cel-
ebration November 11 at the 
Lancaster Middle School Theater 
in Kilmarnock. Programs will 
be presented at 9 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.

■ Wine tasting
Ingleside Plantation Vineyards 

in Oak Grove will conduct a fall 
barrel tasting November 12 from 1 
to 5 p.m. Sample wines direct from 
French and American oak barrels. 
See how the wines are maturing.

Entertainment, tours, tastings, 
souvenir glasses, and specials on 
holiday wine and gifts will be fea-
tured. Reservations recommended. 

10 Thursday
The Irvington Town Council 
meets at 7:30 p.m. at the town 
offi ce. A public hearing will be 
held on an in-ground swimming 
pool request from Dutch and 
Gabrelle Heidsieckof 423 King 
Carter Drive.
The Interfaith Service Council 
meets at 7:30 p.m. at Wicomico 
Episcopal Church in Wicomico 
Church.
The Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Club meets at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Ruritan Center in Lively.
American Legion Post 117 
meets at 7:30 p.m. at the post 
home in Reedville.
Local Marines will celebrate the 
230th anniversary of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. A dinner will be 
held at Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club near Kilmarnock, 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. The 
Honorable Tris Hyde will speak.
The Potomac River Finfi sh 
Advisory Committee meets 
at 6 p.m. at the Potomac River 
Fisheries Commission offi ce in 
Colonial Beach.
The Rappahannock Amateur 
Radio Association meets at 
7:30 p.m. at the Mid-County 
Volunteer Rescue Squad 
building in Heathsville. 

(Submit calendar items to  
Robert Mason Jr., editor.)

Upcoming (continued from page A2)
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Letters to the Editor

  ❑ Charge to            or fadfaf

Subscribe to the Record!
Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

P. O. Box 400 • Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

For papers mailed to addresses in Lancaster,
Northumberland, Richmond,

Westmoreland and Middlesex Counties:

❑ $20.00 per year     ❑ $15.00 per 6 months

For papers mailed to other areas:

❑ $28.00 per year    ❑ $22.00 per 6 months

❑ $20.00 student

❑ Payment enclosed     New ❑  Renewed ❑

Name:__________________________________________

Address:______________________________________

City:____________   State:_____ Zip:___________

Telephone:   _________________________________

Credit Card No.: ______________________________

Expiration Date: _____________________________

Signature: ___________________________________

❑ Bill me

Bob Stenecker was a man of acceptance. He 
was a brilliant engineer who came to the 
Northern Neck about 20 years ago with 

his wife, Marjorie, and daughter, Robin, to build 
the house of their dreams for retirement. For over 
a year, he drove his big Suburban van back and 
forth each day, in fact many times each day, from 
the rental home to the construction site on Cranes 
Creek. While there, he watched the late Robert 
Henry Thrift building the new home which Bob 
had designed, and the construction of which gave 
him so much pleasure.

He paid precocious attention to every detail and 
when the job was fi nished, his family moved in to 
begin a period typical of what every retiree hopes 
to have. Bob was the consummate intellectual who 
lived to learn. He read extensively and remembered 
everything he saw in print or heard someone say. 
He truly enjoyed life. Sadly, that period of his life 
went through a radical alteration after only a short 
while here.

Bob received a diagnosis that everyone fears, 
macular degeneration of his eyes. Slowly, many 
of the pleasures of life began to drift away. After a 
while, he had to stop driving, coming to depend on 
Robin and friends to get him and Marjorie, who did 
not drive, back and forth to events. Still, they never 
missed church, where he would sit on a chair in the 
rear with his white cane, accepting the greetings 
of everyone who knew him, and returning compli-
ments, which always were tailored to the person 
speaking.

He liked to tell stories, and especially to play 
word games. Few Ph.D.s in literature had as great a 
command of the English language as Bob, and no 
one delighted more in passing along little language 
idiosyncrasies to others, particularly to children. 
Each comment he directed with interest and affec-
tion.

Several years ago Robin took him to Richmond 
where he stayed alone for a week attending a com-
plex course for the visually impaired to learn how 
they could supplement their Braille with computer 
training. He returned home thrilled to know that 
he had mastered all that had been presented to him 
and the others in his course. He plunged into his 
computer with new gusto and happiness.

As the years passed, one tended to forget that 
Bob barely could see anything. He knew every-
thing that was taking place locally and in the world 
at large. My own most pertinent memories of him 
come from the two years I spent as director of the 
Books and Coffee program at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library. I would pick Bob up suffi ciently 
early to get there in advance of the programs, usu-
ally fi nding that he had researched the topic from 
his computer, and was more than prepared to carry 
his share of the discussion.

He would sit and listen, sometimes comment-
ing publicly, obviously relishing each moment of 
the presentation. On the ride home, we frequently 
stopped for a bite of lunch, during which I witnessed 
the life of a wonderfully happy person. Earlier this 
year, the Steneckers courageously confronted the 
terrible grief that comes with the loss of a child 
when their grandson died in a tragic hunting acci-
dent on the Eastern Shore. Again, Bob remained 
resolute and focused. In short, he accepted.

Shortly thereafter he sustained a bad 
fall, breaking his hip. He spent the last six 
months in a nursing home, happy to see his 
friends, grateful for being alive. He contemplated 
moving to be closer to his son and  his family on 
the Eastern Shore, but, alas, that step was not to 
be. Last week Bob died, a man of acceptance, hap-
piness and peace. It was a lesson to have known 
him.

Robert Garvey Stenecker, July 13, 1918-October 

Horse fi ghts to save his 
family during Katrina

Working against hurricane-force 
winds, Christy Ladner’s family 
boarded up their house while she 
ran to the barn to release the horses 
from their stalls and put them in the 
pasture.

There are four horses in all: 
a four-year-old gelding named 
Tobasco, Minnie Pearl and her 
fi ve-month-old colt, Zydeco, and 
Dixie, an older mare that belongs to 
a cousin. Christy shuts the paddock 
gate and the family drives inland 
from their 13-acre home in Lake-
shore, Miss. 

They aren’t too worried about 
the storm. They’ve survived sev-
eral hurricanes over the years with 
little damage. But in case they can’t 
return right away, there is plenty of 
hay and water in the stalls and the 
doors are open so the horses can 
seek shelter in the new hurricane-
proof barn. Additionally, Christy 
put her name and phone number on 
their halters.

Hurricane Katrina blew ashore 
with a deadly roar. Fierce winds 
tore at buildings, ripping doors from 
hinges, and snapping beams like 
matchsticks. Debris fl ew through 
the air as dangerous as any missile. 
The horses protected themselves by 
huddling together in the pasture.

Then the waters came. Pulled 
from the gulf by the storm surge, 
area streams and marshes acted like 
a conduit funneling the sea 10 miles 
inland in a 20- to 25-foot swell. 
Floodwaters moved rapidly across 
roads and fi elds and for the fi rst 
time anyone can remember there 
were white caps on Highway 90. 

As soon as the water began to 
rise in Lakeshore, Dixie made her 
escape through a break in the fence 

To The Editor:
I am proud to serve on the board 

of Voices for Virginia’s Children, 
an advocacy organization whose 
mission is to speak out on behalf 
of the two million children of the 
Commonwealth. These children 
cannot vote, but their lives will be 
impacted more by the decisions of 
the next governor than any other 
group. When I vote, I will vote on 
their behalf.

As a Virginian and American, 
I am also proud that people from 
this Commonwealth were lead-
ers in establishing the dream of a 
democracy and the vision of a gov-
ernment of the people. Growing up 
here, I learned that there are scars 
in the earth of this state marked by 
battles to establish that dream and 
vision.

I know there were battles, too, 
to win the right to vote and to vote 
without intimidation. Whether 
because our ancestors were poor, 
slaves, or female, most of us come 
from folks who once were denied 
their right to vote. Therefore, I am 
particularly saddened at the esti-
mate from experts that less than 
40 percent of registered voters will 
actually vote on November 8.

Whether to honor our history or 
our future, there is nothing more 
important to do on November 8 
than to vote.

Carol Spaulding Fox
Burgess

Vote
To The Editor:

The board of supervisors last 
week unanimously voted down a 
proposed public services author-
ity (PSA) agreement.

Thanks to them for that vote. 
The petition requesting a refer-
endum, which I had presented to 
the board at its previous meeting, 
per the voter’s registrar failed to 
have suffi cicent signatures (712 
versus required 823).

One of the primary reasons 
given was a recognition of the 
“signifi cant opposition” to the 
PSA as written. Please remember 
that there were many opportuni-
ties prior to this time to discuss 
the agreement and its form.  

Recapping these opportunities:  
July briefi ng of Kilmarnock town 
council, public comment was not 
allowed; August 3 briefi ng of 
joint town councils and board of 
supervisors at the middle school, 
no questions from the public 
in attendance were solicited or 
allowed; August 10 Friends of 
Lancaster County meeting with 
guest speaker District 5 super-
visor B. Wally Beauchamp, who 
was  given carte blanche to dis-
cuss any issues affecting the 
county and its future, the PSA 
agreement and its effects were 
never mentioned. The board 
chairman was also present.

Per county records at www.
lancova.com, an executive board 
of supervisors meeting was 
held at 2 p.m., August 11, at the 
courthouse. The minutes of that 
meeting certify in part  “.....to 
discuss negotiating strategy and 
representative selection for the 
purpose of establishing a Public 
Service Authority in Lancaster 
County......” 

Open working sessions may be 
painful and time consuming, but 
they build trust. 

We have many problems in 
the county and we have a ton of 
talent  from marvelous people 
eager to help solve them.  The 
comprehensive plan is to be 
reviewed. Let’s seize the oppor-
tunity to work together to ensure 
that others  “don’t Northern Vir-
ginia the Northern Neck.”

Voters have opportunities 
to determine the course of the 
county and the towns. Tonight 
(November 3), attend the White 
Stone Town Council meeting 
where PSA consideration is 
expected. On November 8, be 
sure to vote. On November 10, 
attend the Irvington Town Coun-
cil meeting where PSA consider-
ation is expected. Plan to attend 
meetings of the various  offi cials; 
they need your input. 

Let’s develop plans and ordi-
nances that serve all the citizens 
and ensure that they are followed 
to the betterment of all.

Charles Costello
President, FOLC

Stay the course

To The Editor:
If she could talk, if she could 

write, she might say something 
like this:

I  often wonder how we can 
ever expect to resolve worldwide 
border disputes or resolve the 
political and religious turmoil 
that fi lls our world, when I see a 
microcosm of these events played 
out in families, between neigh-
bors or among those we don’t 
even know.

Many families failing to settle 
their differences internally turn 
to civil authorities, and draw the 
lines verbally by vowing to “never 
speak to each other again,” or 
neighbors draw boundary lines, 
often the result of a costly court 
proceeding, leaving the boundary 
settled, however, neither neigh-
bor is every able to physically or 
emotionally cross it. Still others 
draw guns believing that this 
is the way to settle it “once and 
for all.” I think it was Alexander 
Pope who referred to all of this as 
“man’s inhumanity to man.”

Some of you may know, while 
unfortunately many do not, that 
the Middle Peninsula-Northern 
Neck Community Services Board 
assists physically, developmen-
tally, emotionally and mentally 
challenged individuals to maxi-
mize their potential. We do not do 
it for them, we do it with them. 

Years ago many of these indi-
viduals would have been neatly 
stored away in our large facilities, 
sort of out of sight, out of mind. 
Slowly and oftentimes painfully 
for these individuals, we have 
changed our thinking from what 
they can’t do to what they can; 
from a focus on physical and 
mental defi cits to a vision that sees 
what they feel—a spirit fi lled soul 
burning brighter than the bright-
est star. A desire to come home to 
the community, to be understood, 
and to be accepted. As Freud said, 
all of us have the need “to work 

Action unbecoming

and to love.”
Unfortunately, this change in 

thinking is often light years ahead 
of changes in attitude. Many times 
what we don’t understand, we 
fear; and this fear gives birth to 
prejudice, intolerance and behav-
ior time and again, which crosses 
the decency line.

That’s what she might have 
said. Now I’ll tell you why she 
may have said something like 
that. I’ll call her Mary. Mary is 
a middle aged individual with 
many challenges. She is men-
tally retarded, deaf, but knows 
some sign language, cannot read 
at least the written word, has a 
limited vocabulary, and yet lives 
in her own apartment, works a 
little, belongs to an exercise club, 
and has become a viable member 
of the community. Mary is not 
perfect. Among her faults is a 
penchant for exploring. Mary is 
extremely curious. This curios-
ity sometimes takes her to places 
where she is not welcome. Places 
where people misunderstand her; 
because she is different, they fear 
her. 

I don’t know the whole situa-
tion. I am still trying to sort it out. 
Mary can’t tell us much. What I 
do know is that Mary wandered 
into a business in our commu-
nity and I suppose in an effort to 
encourage her to leave, someone 
in the business turned a garden 
hose on her.

After all, Mary had crossed the 
boundary. Mary returned to her 
apartment soaked and shaken, 
trying as she could to understand 
why someone would do this to 
her. You see, Mary doesn’t under-
stand about boundaries, fears and 
prejudices. She doesn’t know 
about intolerance. Unfortunately, 
she’s learning.

Charles R. Walsh Jr. LCSW, 
executive director, Middle 
Peninsula/Northern Neck 

Community Services Board

To The Editor:
As sponsor of the Lancaster 

High School SCA and the coordi-
nator of the recent homecoming, I 
thank everyone involved for help-
ing it be such a great success.

Due to rain, homecoming was 
postponed to the following week, 
which allowed the students to 
have two full weeks of spirit and 
fun. All of the students and staff 
at Lancaster High School showed 
much support and spirit for home-
coming and the LHS varsity foot-
ball team.

The SCA thanks businesses 
and volunteer organizations that 
helped to make homecoming spe-
cial including Burke’s Jewelers 
of Kilmarnock for donating the 
beautiful tiara worn by the queen; 
White Stone, Kilmarnock and 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Departments for participating in 
the homecoming parade; and the 
Leo Club, National Honor Soci-
ety, Art Club, the local dancers, 
Key Club, and the LHS Red Devil 
marching band for entering and 
performing in the parade.

We also recognize the parents, 
families and friends of those stu-
dents on the homecoming court 
and of the SCA for all that you did 
and the support showed. We can 
not express enough appreciation 
or gratitude for all that you did for 
us, because without your dedica-
tion and support, we wouldn’t 
have had such a great experience 
for the students of LHS and  the 
community.

Amy H. Stamm
LHS teacher/SCA sponsor

Homecoming 
from the heart

Animal Tails
By Audrey Thomasson

Tobasco at Mississippi State University School of Veterinary 
Medicine.

and took off down the road. Within 
minutes, the entire community was 
fl ooded. The family’s house fl oated 
off its foundation and onto some-
one else’s land. The barn was turned 
around and carried across a ravine. 
Next door, neighbors perched help-
lessly on the roof of their home. 
Suddenly, the house split in two, 
half disintegrating into the fl ood-
water, while half fl oated around 
with the family until it hung up in 
the branches of a tree.

The water was so deep houses 
and barns disappeared from site. 
Minnie Pearl and her colt swam 
as best they could in sewage con-
taminated waters. Tobasco kept cir-
cling them, keeping them together. 
Things fl oated by, jagged things 

that bumped against them, cut-
ting their legs and bodies. The 
wind snapped trees in half, the 
limbs became spears in the rapidly 
moving water, gouging fl esh from 
Tobasco’s shoulder and side. But 
the horses kept swimming. After 
several hours, the mare and her colt 
grew tried. Tobasco continued to 
circle them, nosing at their bodies 
to keep them afl oat. Gradually they 
became so weak they could not 
keep going and they slowly sank 
into the dark, murky water. Tobasco 
could do nothing to save them. He 
fl oated alone, trying to keep his 
nostrils above the water to survive. 

It was nearly 10 hours before the 
water began to recede back to the 
sea. At sunrise, the rooftop neigh-
bors spotted Tobasco standing all 
alone next to a tree. Despite knee-
deep mud, they slogged across the 
pasture to share their bottled water 

and crackers with the horse. Swel-
tering heat baked the mud on his 
skin and into his wounds. It was 
two days before the roads were 
cleared enough for Christy to make 
it home. 

Over the next few days, veteri-
narian Jeff Peterman and his part-
ner came out to check Tobasco. 
When the Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS) got a call 
for help, they sent out a volunteer 
trained in emergency response, 
Allan Schwartz of Days End Farm 
Horse Rescue (DEFHR) of Lisbon, 
Md. 

Because there are thousands 
of animals in need, Allan follows 
strict emergency protocols, docu-
menting the horses identity, exact 
location and circumstances of the 
rescue so Tobasco can be traced 
in the system. Christy’s cell phone 
number is written on the horse’s 
body with an indelible marker as 
further identifi cation. Then Allan 
called animal control’s central oper-
ations and reported Tobasco’s pick-
up to avoid other teams duplicating 
their efforts. 

Despite the trauma and injuries 
Tobasco suffered, he loaded easily 
onto the horse trailer and Allen 
delivered him to the HSUS’s stag-
ing facility in Hattiesburg. Once 
Tobasco was settled in, Allen 
returned to the job of rescuing ani-
mals, this time to help cowboys 
round up cattle. 

The vet-med teams in Hatties-
burg spent nearly two hours wash-
ing Tobasco with special agents to 
remove the mud and clean his badly 
infected wounds. A few days later 
he was transferred to Mississippi 
State University’s College of Vet-
erinary Medicine for surgery. 

Today, Tobasco is recovering at 
MSU where Christy makes frequent 
visits. And while the family slept on 
air mattresses in a hot storage build-
ing for weeks, Tobasco enjoyed his 
own pen with an exercise fi eld and 
air conditioned stall. 

 “I’d like to bring my pillow and 
join him,” Christy joked. 

 Christy and her family are now 
living in FEMA trailers. She and 
her cousin, Kasie Favre, are still 
searching for Dixie and hopeful 
that the horse will be found alive. 

For a story on your special pet 
companion, contact the author at 
animaltails@verizon.net, or online 
at www.animaltails.org. 
Lancaster County
Animal Welfare League: 435-0822 or 
462-0091
Dogs: Border collie-mix pups, 3 mos., 
black with white markings. Freckles, 
beagle-mix, 10 mos., shy, spayed, 
shots. Shep,  golden retriever-mix, 3 
yrs., neutered. Snickers, beagle-mix, 9 
mos, F, spayed, shots. Emma, hound, 
white and brown, 2 yrs., shots. Hersey 
and Chocolate, puppies, M, 8 weeks.
Cats: all ages and colors
Lancaster Animal Shelter: 462-7175
Dogs: Chow-mix puppies, black, M, 
and tri-color F, 5 mos.
Cats: 8 assorted kittens available, 3 to 
4 mos.
Friends of the Shelter: 435-0737
Animals First: 462-5067

Northumberland County
Friends of the Shelter: 435-2597 
Dogs: Ellie, F, red, mixed-breed. 
Sampson, yellow Lab, 3 yrs. M, neu-
tered, shots. Australian cattle dog, M, 
1 yr. Sheba, 11 mos. F shepherd-mix, 
spayed, shots. 2 yellow Lab-mix, M/F. 
Tri-color collie-mix, M. Black Lab-mix, 
young M, neutered. Black Lab-mix 
puppy, M. Yellow Lab, mature, F. Lucky, 
M, boxer-mix.
A Place in the Sun: 580-6484
Cats/kittens.

To The Editor:
On Sunday, November 13, the 

Northern Neck Orchestra will 
offer “Songs and Dances,” a pro-
gram of popular concert music. It 
promises to be a delight.

I have been a part of the orches-
tra’s board for eight years and 
continue to be amazed at the deter-
mined spirit of our musicians. Vir-
tually all of them work full time, 
or are stay-at-home moms, or are 
engaged in very active retirement 
lifestyles. In a word, they are busy 
people. Yet somehow they fi nd the 
time to learn their parts, to attend 
rehearsals (sometimes traveling 
great distances), and to fully pre-
pare for their performances.

I hope our community will 
continue to show them the same 
wonderful support it has in the 
past. The concert will be at 4 p.m. 
at Lancaster Middle School. Tick-
ets are $12 for adults and $6 for 
students. They may be purchased 
in advance at the Kilmarnock 
Antique Gallery, Twice Told Tales 
and the Local in Irvington.

Thomas Coye
Irvington

Supporting 
the orchestra
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“Grandpa, itʼs 
REALLY time 
for a change!”

• Sensible growth for our community
• Support for our schools
• Respect for your concerns

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Ken
Julian

Supervisor District 1

Paid for by the committee to elect Ken Julian

Letters to the Editor

To The Editor:
Dr. Gerald Eddy’s recent course, 

offered for the Rappahannock Insti-
tute for Lifelong Learning (RILL), 
was on the “cutting edge.” In the 
past few weeks, his topic, “The 
Next Plagues,” has been addressed 
by the CBS news magazine “60 
Minutes,” the evening news on sev-
eral networks, and provided the lead 
article and cover picture of the latest 
National Geographic Magazine.

H5N1, the avian fl u virus, has 
been identifi ed by Dr. Eddy and 
other scientists as a world-wide 
health threat.

In the RILL course, Dr. Eddy 
drew on his experience and special-
ized knowledge to review the 1918 
fl u epidemic that killed 50 million 
people world-wide. He described 
that and other pandemics, but par-
ticularly the threat of the next vari-
ant of avian infl uenza. Many of us 
have expressed personal thanks to 
Dr. Eddy, and now our great appre-
ciation is made public through this 
letter.

Thank you, Gerry Eddy, for 
enlightening the RILL students 
with detailed facts regarding the 
next plague, a subject of urgency 
to us all. To attend such a course 
offered through RILL was a great 
privilege. We are fortunate to have 
lifelong learning opportunities such 
as that offered by Dr. Eddy in our 
community.

Sibley Towner, Northumberland
Carter LaPrade, Lancaster

David Lay, Lancaster

To The Editor:
I have lived in Lancaster 

County my whole life. When I 
was a child, the county displayed 
the calm, country atmosphere I 
love. Regretfully, today, this is 
not the case.  Lancaster has been 
overrun by city folk and people 
who are trying to take over, turn-
ing it into something it is not.

Lancaster County is just that, 
a small county. There will always 
be shopping malls, Wal-Marts 
and Lowes. Why must everything 
be brought here? Why is it such a 
diffi cult task to drive to Newport 
News, Williamsburg, Richmond 
or Gloucester?

I am sure that peoples’ next 
excuse would be that it wastes too 
much gas to drive all that way. If 
a mall came to this county, people 
would just make more frequent 
trips, therefore, the same amount 
of gas would be wasted.

All of the new housing devel-
opments and businesses that have 
recently arrived are nice and all, 
however, there will always be an 
abundance of new developments.

I am scared of the thought that I 
will wake up one morning and not 
see trees or farmland in Lancaster 
County. My town is a tranquil 
place, it’s not a city. Stop trying 
to turn my  home into something 
it will never be.

No matter how much conges-
tion is brought into the county it 
will never be a city. Move or go 
back to the city if that is what 
you’re looking for. The city is not 
here.

Jessica Crockett
Irvington

No place 
like home

To The Editor:
Led by Sen. John McCain, and 

pressured by the existence of more 
new U.S. prison abuse photos, the 
Senate recently proposed specifi c 
detainee treatment guidelines.

The only clear, unambiguous 
standard set by the White House 
and the Pentagon has been that 
enemy combatants are not pro-
tected by the Geneva Conven-
tion.

But when illicit photos were 
published of Saddam Hussein 
in his underwear, the Pentagon 
decried them, stating that they 
may even be against the Geneva 
Convention. Now, when Karen 
Hughes, America’s image-maker, 
seeks to defuse world horror at 
the torching of Taliban corpses 
by U.S. troops, she says: “This is 

Policy confusion

a complete violation of our poli-
cies, which require that remains 
be treated with respect, and in 
compliance with the Geneva Con-
vention.”

We can either conclude that 
the “Butcher of Baghdad” is not 
an enemy combatant, and that we 
protect the rights of Taliban com-
batants in death, but not in life, or 
our administration is confused as 
to its own policies.

For the sake of world opinion, 
and our very decency, let us hope 
that President George W. Bush 
does not veto the Senate measure, 
as he has threatened.

Jerry Peill
Lancaster

To The Editor:
I remember when I moved to 

the Northern Neck 10 years ago, 
feeling that I truly had come to 
“God’s Country.” The sight of 
the seagulls and buzzards fl oat-
ing in the sky, the fresh country 
air, and the Chesapeake Bay 
with all its wonderful bounty of 
oysters and crabs. It truly was a 
dream come true.

Lately however, that dream 
has become a nightmare in my 
area of Lancaster County where 
the buzzards are too numer-
ous to count as they feed on all 
the crab shells which are being 
dumped at the side of the road 
by a seafood merchant.

This is not only unsightly, but 
also hazardous to one’s health 
and well-being while trying to 
drive past the area. The county 
offi ces say that they have had 
several complaints already, yet 
there is no law or ordinance on 
record which will prevent such 
things.

Suppose we all chose to dump 
our garbage on the edges of our 
property; what would life be like 
for us and our neighbors then? 
Not all of us have the privilege 
of purchasing extra property on 
which to dispose of foul smell-
ing garbage. Hopefully though, 
most of us would not be so 
socially inconsiderate as to do 
so.

I ask the seafood merchant 
to think of his neighbors and at 
least dig trenches, then cover 
the garbage before we choke to 
death on the stench from all the 
rotting seafood he’s leaving in 
our backyards. It is very unpleas-
ant to drive past his “landfi ll” to 
get home. 

Barbara Jenkins
Lancaster

Stench invades
‘God’s Country’

To The Editor:
The Upper Lancaster Ruritan 

Club thanks Fannie Clingan, Lil-
lian Potter, the other ladies of the 
Corrotoman Senior Citizens and 
all who helped with the club’s 
recent blood drive. 

We could not do it without you.
Judy Hammell

Lively 

Thanking helpers

In support of 
lifelong learning

A letter published last week 
implied that F. W. “Butch” Jen-
kins Jr., a candidate for re-election 
to the Lancaster County Board of 
Supervisors in District 1, does not 
own land in the county.

However, the candidate this 
week provided evidence to the 
Rappahannock Record, as well as 
to the letter writer, showing he is 
in fact a property owner of at least 
two separate parcels in Lancaster 
County’s District 1.

Clarifi cation:
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  Virginia House of Delegates

Linda will help keep
Moving Virginia Forward!

For more information please visit www.lindacrandell.org
Paid for and Authorized by Linda Crandell for Delegate

What do these have in common?

(A reprint from the November 
3, 1905, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen.)
Religious notes

Last Sunday was a red letter 
day at Old Christ Church.  Rev. 
Herbert H. Barber, of Freder-
icksburg, preached a strong and 
thoughtful sermon to a large 
assemblage at 11 a.m. from 
the text: “What Think Ye of 
Christ?” after which the sacra-
ment was administered.

Adjournment was had for 
dinner, which was spread on the 
sunny side of the church lawn, 
and all invited to partake of a 
bountiful spread prepared by the 
ladies. Services were resumed 
at 2:30 p.m.,  Rev. Barber again 
preaching to a large congre-
gation, taking for his subject 
“The Lord’s Prayer.”  He said, 
among other things, that he 
had often heard people speak 
slightingly of “printed prayers” 
and the number of times The 
Lord’s Prayer was in the Epis-

copal prayer book.  He said they 
had the best authority for using 
The Lord’s Prayer, and it would 
be found in every service held 
in the Episcopal church. The 
Lord’s Prayer, he said, was a 
“printed prayer,” and all Chris-
tendom had never yet been able 
to improve on it. 

In the evening Rev. Mr. Barber 
spoke to the Patriotic Order Sons 
of America in the Baptist church 
here, taking as his topic David’s 
last words to Solomon:  “Be ye 
strong therefore and show your-
self a man.”

Miss Anna Clark, of Balti-
more, attended the services at 
Christ Church on Sunday. Miss 
Clark has placed a Visitors’ Reg-
ister in the church and all visi-
tors are requested to write their 
names in it—and not on the 
walls, as formerly done.

  (Transcribed by volunteers 
of the Genealogy and Research 
Center of the Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum and Library.)

To The Editor:
I thank Maurice Luckham for 

putting together the men’s fall 
softball league.

Maurice has been the commis-
sioner for the last six years and 
has done an outstanding job. He 
takes time to write the schedules, 
organize umpires, maintain the 
fi elds, and make sure the lights 
are turned off at the end of the 
games. He spends a lot of time 
doing this and gets no compen-
sation.

This year, we had eight teams 
from all over the Northern Neck. 
These included Docks of the Bay, 
Nobletts, Chrismart, Backdraft, 
Reedville,  A’s, L&D, and Earth 
Resources.

I know everyone that I spoke 
with from these teams appreci-
ates the great job Maurice did.

Thanks again, Mo!
Ryan C. Kent

Docks of the Bay Softball

Thanks Mo!

Yesteryear in Lancaster
Letters to
the Editor
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by Rep. Jo Ann Davis
From the birth of our nation, 

to the march towards Baghdad, 
for over 200 years our country 
has depended on a select group 
of patriots who have answered 
the call to service. This week, as 
we honor their enormous con-
tributions and many sacrifi ces 
to our nation, it is important to 
remember that we owe the many 
freedoms that we enjoy to our 
veterans. As poet Thomas Camp-
bell wrote, “The patriot’s blood is 
the seed of Freedom’s tree.”

November 11 was given uni-
versal recognition to celebrate 
the end of World War I fi ghting 
at 11 a.m. on November 11, 1918 
- thus, the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month. This day 
fi rst became known as “Armi-
stice Day.” If only the idealis-
tic hope had been realized that 
World War I was “the War to end 
all wars,” November 11 might 
still be called that. But the enemy 
of freedom, while embodied in 
different forms, still exists and 
seeks to destroy the very free-
doms our nation has fought for.

In the 20th century, our coun-
try confronted two World Wars 
and endured a long struggle 
against communism. Today, in 
the 21st century, we fi ght a dif-
ferent war, a war that confronts 
Islamic extremism. Whatever the 
call has been to defend freedom, 
our military has unwaveringly 
answered.

The First Congressional Dis-
trict has one of the highest con-
centrations of veterans in the 
entire nation with over 100,000. 
They have a rich and proud tra-
dition of service to this country 
that predates our birth as a nation. 
Freedom, it can be argued, was 
won at Yorktown, and we have 
relied on the services of veterans 
both at home and abroad ever 
since. So this Veterans Day I ask  
you to take a moment to pause 
and refl ect on the extraordinary 
service of these remarkable citi-
zens. With one in six residents 
in the district being a veteran, it 
should not be too diffi cult to fi nd 

one to thank.
For those who have served, we 

thank  you for protecting our free-
doms, and for those who are cur-
rently serving all over the world, 
including Iraq and Afghanistan, 
we appreciate your service and 
dedication to defending and pro-
tecting our nation. Keep up the 
good work, we are proud of you.

We owe a tremendous amount to 
our veterans and it is our respon-
sibility as a thankful nation to 
ensure that our military personnel 
are provided the support needed 
to carry out their missions both at 
home and abroad, and  that they 
are adequately provided for upon 
their return home.

Last Congress, fi ve signifi cant 
veterans bills were signed into 
law by President George W. Bush. 
These bills include expanded 
compensation and benefi ts for 
our disabled veterans, provided 
better legal protections for ser-
vice members on active duty, 
increased funding for health care 
programs, and improved benefi ts 
for spouses of military retirees.

Even with the diffi cult bud-
getary and economic constraints 
currently facing Congress, we 
have been able to make historic 
progress on behalf of America’s 
25 million veterans. Last year, 
Congress  provided an unprec-
edented $26.7 billion in funding 
for veterans medical care.  Over-
all, veterans funding rose $5.6 
billion to total $63.3 billion last 
year.

As a result of increased fund-
ing, the number of veterans able 
to receive VA medical care ser-
vices tops 5 million. This is an 
increase of 1.2 million more 
veterans receiving VA health 
care than fi ve years ago. Three 
years ago, over 300,000 veterans 
enrolled in VA health care were 
waiting on long-term lists for fi rst 
time clinic visits or follow-up pri-
mary or specialty care. The addi-
tional funding allowed the VA to 
increase services and reduce that 
number by 98 percent in just two 
years. Increased funding, along 
with the diligent efforts of the VA 

to improve management of their 
health care system, allows more 
veterans to receive timely health 
care benefi ts.

In addition, legislation elimi-
nating the “Widow’s Tax” on 
surviving spouses of military 
retirees was signed into law. This 
amendment responds to the ineq-
uity experienced by a majority 
of military survivors, who faced 
a one third reduction in Survivor 
Benefi ts Plan annuities at age 
62.

American veterans have always 
put the needs of their country 
before their very own and served 
for the good of the nation. While 
we have taken signifi cant steps 
to better meet the needs of our 
veterans, our work is not fi n-
ished. On this Veterans Day, let 
us refl ect and take a moment to 
thank the members of our armed 
services past and present. We are 
extremely grateful for the sac-
rifi ces made by those who have 
defended our nation and allowed 
us to enjoy the freedoms and lib-
erties of our great country.

(Rep. Jo Ann Davis serves on 
the Armed Services, Select Intel-
ligence and International Rela-
tions committees and represents 
Virginia’s First Congressional 
District.)

Veterans Day: Honoring all those who served

Make Sure People Take Notice

Advertise in the

Rappahannock Record
For Information

Call 435-1701 or 1-800-435-1701
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THE BEST 

FOR
NORTHUMBERLAND 

COUNTY

VOTE 
November 8th  

for

BILL ESTELL 

District 2 
Board of  Supervisors 

“I am running for the Board of  

Supervisors as an Independent

Candidate because— 

I want to help guide

Northumberland County… 

To manage growth and 

sustain our quality of life. 

To provide educational 

opportunities for our 

children.

To protect the 

environment.” 

Bill Estell 

Paid for and Authorized by Bill Estell for District 2 Board of Supervisors
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To The Editor:
We would like to take this oppor-

tunity to express our deepest grati-
tude to all the family and friends 
that participated in the Vickie 
Boothe Savalina Cancer Benefi t.

The overwhelming support and 
love shown made the benefi t at true 
success.  This happened because 
the community came together to 
help. Thank you so much from the 
bottom of our hearts.

Thanks to Callao Texaco, 
Northern Neck Cleaners, Reamy 
Seafood, R.W.’s Sport Shop, Lotts-
burg Printing, Lipscomb’s, Parr’s 
Audio, For The Occasion’s, Mid-
Atlantic Marine, Wood Preservers, 
Baughan Tire, Sheer Magic, Peo-
ple’s Community Bank, Allison’s 
Ace Hardware, Sandy’s Hair Care, 
Warsaw Small Engine, Roma’s, 
Katherine Kent, Lilian Lumber, 
Quinton Oaks Golf, Outlaw Farms, 
Harvey’s Auto, Annie Self, Beas-

ley Septic, Shoney’s, Faith Pearl-
man, Applebee’s, Rose Norris, 
L. A. Images, Bobby and Delo-
res Wilkins, M&S Photography, 
Callao BuyRite, Skeeter’s Corner, 
Nancy Shepardson, A Cut Above, 
June Lowery, Village Green Golf, 
Callao Supermarket, Al Pugh, 
Callao Supply, Nancy and Lois 
Fones, Boothe’s Towing, Debbie 
Zelaya, Lake Packing Co., Carl and 
Michelle Stotz, Big “L” Tire, Jean 
Franks, Robert and Harriette Potter, 
Pritchard and Fallin, Northumber-
land Echo, Bobby’s Marine, Shir-
ley Webb, Northern Neck News, 
Sports Centre, Heathsville Animal 
Hospital, Dana and Bill O’Bier, 
Dawn Darrall, Headley’s Welding, 
Bruce Krebs, Commonwealth Flo-
rist, W.C. Lowery, Village Haircut-
ters, Nino’s, Annie Purcell, Pride of 
Va. Seafood & Trucking, The Shoe 
Store, Gladys Balderson, Bootsie 
Booth, Alan and Liz Campbell,  

Colonial Collectibles, Wal-Mart, 
Edwin and Phyllis Efford, Jane 
Lynn Scott, The Village Center, 
Anderson Construction, Lee Self, 
Gary Bourne and Sons, Beasley 
Concrete, The Oaks, Mary Jenkins, 
Gina Fones, John Newsome, Janet 
Donovan, Debbie Mulvena, Joey 
and The Jammers, Curtis Walker, 
Lewis and Vicki Walker, Get Fit 
Express, Tammy Wilkins, Anne 
Boothe, Debra and Mike Hagler, 
Blooms and Silks, Carol Self, 
Lively Creations, Ken Kenwall, 
Frank Ackley, The Perfect Touch, 
Linda McClain, Crowther Heating 
and Air Conditioning Inc., Steve 
Kingsbury; and to every individual 
who donated a monetary gift or 
food for the benefi t.

If we have left out your name, 
please forgive us as we do thank 
you for what you did.

The Boothe, Savalina and 
Ambrose families

Thanks for benefi t support

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor

To The Editor:
On behalf of myself and the 

Lower Northern Neck WalkAmer-
ica Committee, we thank the Town 
of Kilmarnock for again allowing 
the March of Dimes WalkAmerica 
to be held in your community. The 
walk was held on October 2, with 
an attendance of 170 walkers at 
the Chesapeake Bank Operations 
Center on School Street.

I thank Tom and Jean Light, Anna 
and Bobby Moore with Rebecca 
Light and Grayland Horn who 
arrived early and set up the walk 
site for this event. They put up tents, 
and set up tables and chairs. They 
attended to the details of hanging 
banners, putting up walk route signs 
and mile markers. Many thanks to 
Little River Market who for sev-
eral years has donated the food for 
the walk—hot dogs, hot dog buns, 
chips; Tri-Star Supermarket donated 
the water, mustard and ketchup. Vir-
ginia Food Service Group donated 
the cookies and Mary Ellen Tetrick 
donated the canned sodas.

The registration table, manned 
by committee members Tetrick and 
Susan Pittman, was set for teams 
to deliver their donations and pick 
up their incentive prizes, such as 
t-shirts and sweat shirts. Special 
thanks to Picture Me who was on 
site for team pictures during regis-
tration.

The opening ceremony started at 
2:25 p.m. by Anna Moore, deputy 
for the Lancaster Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, who served as the 2005 
Lower Northern Neck WalkAmer-
ica chairman. Samantha Davis sang 
the National Anthem and led the 
opening prayer.

Guest speakers included Ashley 
and Brian O’Bier with their Ambas-
sador son, Austin, who shared their 
story of Austin and why the March 
of Dimes is close to their hearts.

The Dancing Divas entertained 
the crowd after a three-mile walk 
through downtown Kilmarnock.

While others were walking the 
Lower Northern Neck, committee 
members were busy at the grills 
cooking hot dogs and setting up 
the picnic for the crowd upon their 
return. Several WalkAmerica com-
mittee members gathered to start 
counting the donations provided on 
walk day.

The goal was $34,000. By the 
end of the day, the community had 

WalkAmerica 
helpers thanked

donated close to $27,000. Should 
you wish to make a donation to 
this walk please contact one of the 
committee members below or the 
March of Dimes offi ce at 1-800-
732-7097 ext. 3.

Thank you, lower Northern 
Neck, for again coming together for 
a common goal. Committee mem-
bers I would like to thank are Anna 
Moore of the Lancaster Sheriff 
Department, Jean Light of Chesa-
peake Bank, Mary Ellen Tetrick of 
Kiwanis, Tom Light of Lighthouse 
Builders, Rebecca Light of MD 
Associates, Darlene Nonnamacker 
of Alpha Delta Kappa, Susan Pit-
tman of Bank of Lancaster, Caro-
lyn Sanders-Smith of Northern 
Neck State Bank, Samantha Davis, 
Susan DuVal Long of the E team 
and Caroline Shiffl ett. Thank you 
to Bill Goss for the music, Chesa-
peake Bank for allowing the use 
of the Operations Center on walk 
day, Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department for providing medical 

assistance on site and throughout 
the walk, the Lancaster Sheriff’s 
Department and Kilmarnock Police 
for routing traffi c, IBITS Church 
group and Cub Scouts for manning 
spirit stations, and Essential Sys-
tems for portable toilets, Advance 
Auto for parking and our faithful 
money-counter, Jean Edwards.

Apologies to anyone that I’ve 
overlooked, and wish that I could 
name each of the teams and walkers 
who raised money for the March of 
Dimes through this year’s walk.

We will celebrate our victory at 
an Awards Reception sponsored by 
Lighthouse Builders and Lawler 
Real Estate November 15 at the 
Holiday Inn in Kilmarnock begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. We hope all team 
captains, local sponsors and key vol-
unteers will come share our accom-
plishments. Again, my sincerest  
thanks on behalf of the babies!

Stacey Self, community director
Greater Hampton Roads 

March of Dimes
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

A creative approach to home entertaining,
receptions & civic functions

Affordable Elegant Catering
Country Gourmet, LLC

Patricia Prillaman
529-5415

Santa appearing . . .

• Wedding
      Invitations

• Bridal
    Accessories

All Occasions
Cards & Gifts

Lancaster Square•Kilmarnock
435-3199 • M-F 9:30-6

Sat 9:30-5

Lordy, Lordy
look who’s 

41!

Happy 41st

Birthday!

Play Ball

Nov. 2, 1964

 ★ ★ 

 ★  ★ 

  
 

The marriage of Miss Honey 
Marie Taylor, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Adam Letizia of Reed-
ville and Ronald R. Taylor of 
Martinsville, to Stephen Lee 
Simmons, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Stewart Andrew Simmons of 
Kilmarnock, was held at Irving-
ton United Methodist Church 
October 8, 2005. Rev. John 
Durkovich offi ciated the double 
ring ceremony.

The bride was escorted by her 
father, Ronald R. Taylor, and 
her stepfather, Adam J. Letizia, 
and was given in marriage by 
her parents. The lighting of the 
unity candles was assisted by 
Mrs. Carol Letizia, mother of 
the bride, and Mrs. Jean B. Sim-
mons, mother of the groom.

Mrs. Amber M. Walker, Miss 
Sarah V. Barrack, both of Kilmar-
nock, were maids of honor. Miss 
Morgan L. Letizia of Reedville 
was the junior bridesmaid. 
Bridemaids were Miss Amanda 
L. Ashby of Martinsville, Mrs. 
Kelly C. Oliver of Corrotoman, 
and Mrs. Karen Simmons of 
North Carolina. Miss Victoria  
Simmons of North Carolina, 
niece of the groom, was fl ower 
girl. Miss Sally Parr of Haynes-
ville served as door attendant.

Andrew Simmons of North 
Carolina, brother of the groom, 
served as best man. Elijah Ashby 
of Martinsville, cousin of the 
bride, served as junior grooms-
man. Groomsmen were Dustin 
Taylor, brother of the bride, Joe 
Scott of Lancaster, and Brendan 
Walker and Rob Gutknecht, both 
of Kilmarnock. Brendan Walker 
Jr. of Kilmarnock served as ring 
bearer.

David Knudsen of Richmond, 
cousin of the groom, read Corin-
thians 13, verses 1-13 during the 
ceremony. Mrs. Jackie James of 
Irvington sang “The Prayer.” Jim 
Andrews of Richmond provided 
the music. “Bless the Broken 
Road” also was played.

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart A. Sim-
mons hosted the rehearsal dinner 
at Rose’s Crab House and Raw 
Bar on Friday evening.

A reception was held at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Stewart 
A. Simmons on Dymers Creek 
following the wedding. Curtis 
Walker provided the music.

Pre-nuptial events included a 
luncheon at The Tides Inn given 
by Mrs. Chris Young and Ms. 
Georgie Fary, both of Kilmar-
nock. A lawn dinner party and 
miscellaneous shower was 
given by Mrs. Kelly C. Oliver 
and Miss Sarah V. Barrack at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Young 
of Kilmarnock. A miscellaneous 
bridal shower given by family 
was held in Martinsville.

The grandparents attending 
were Mr. and Mrs. Joel J. Hughes 
of Martinsville, grandparents of 
the bride, Mrs. Lorene H. Fain of 
Martinsville, great-grandmother 
of the bride, Mrs. Islamae Bar-
rack of Irvington, grandmother 
of the groom, Mrs. Lou Emma 
Simmons of Kilmarnock, grand-
mother of the groom.

The bride is employed at 
Heads Up Hairworks in Kilmar-
nock. The groom is the owner of 
Simmons Lawn Care in Kilmar-
nock.

The couple will take a honey-
moon to Jamaica in January and 
return to reside in Kilmarnock.

The Banner Lecture Series at 
the Virginia Historical Society 
continues November 11. Michael 
W. Kauffman will present 
“American Brutus: John Wilkes 
Booth and the Lincoln Conspira-
cies” at noon.

The lecture will be preceded 
by a special Veterans Day gallery 
walk featuring “Wartime Memo-
ries: World War II Paintings” 
by Clinton Ford. The walk will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. 

Reservations are not required 
for either event. 

Admission is $5 for adults, $4 
for seniors and  $3 for children 
and students. VHS members will 
be admitted free. 

For directions to the Virginia 
Historical Society in Richmond, 
call 358-4901, or visit www/
vahistorical.org.

Simmons-Taylor wedding held

The officers and members 
of American Legion Post 86 
in Kilmarnock urge all vet-
erans, and anyone else who 
would like to see the efforts 
made by the Lancaster Middle 
School to teach students about 
the origins of the nation, and 
the sacrifices made by service 
men to preserve freedoms, to 
attend one of the programs at 
the Lancaster Middle School 
auditorium, on November 11, 
Veterans Day.

The morning program begins 
at 9 a.m. and the afternoon pro-
gram at 1:30 p.m.

Flags for the graves of 
Lancaster’s veterans will be 
available at the Legion Post, 
on Waverly Avenue in Kilmar-
nock, from 6 to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, November 3, immediately 
before the bingo.

Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic executive director Jean 
Nelson will be the guest speaker 
at the November 7 meeting of 
the Women of Grace Episcopal 
Church. She also will conduct a 
tour of the clinic for interested 
attendees after the meeting 
adjourns.

Grace church donated $13,000 
to the clinic last year. The 

Women of Grace budgeted an 
additional $1,500. A donation of 
$25,000 was awarded in recent 
years to help establish the dental 
clinic.

The meeting begins at 11 a.m. 
A short business meeting will 
precede Nelson’s presentation. 
Bring a sandwich for lunch and 
dessert and beverages will be 
provided.

The Kilmarnock Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church ladies will 
have a  holiday bazaar and bake 
sale November 22 from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at the church, at 401 South 
Main Street in Kilmarnock.

Bake sale items will include 
apple, pumpkin, sweet potato, 
coconut and pecan pies, pound, 
chocolate and coconut cakes; 
and rolls, loaves and pumpkin 
breads.

Bazaar items will include 
crocheted and knitted doilies, 
scarves, hats, ponchos, a large 
quilt, several crib quilts, tree 
ornaments, jellies, preserves and 
pickles.

The Lancaster Band Boosters 
are taking orders for the 2005 
Thanksgiving pie sale. 

The selection includes coco-
nut, chocolate chess, lemon 
chess and pumpkin. The pies are 
$8 each. The deadline is 5 p.m. 
November 18. Early orders are 
appreciated.

Individual orders are to be 
picked up at the Lancaster High 
School band room November 

23 from 8 to 11:45 a.m. Spe-
cial delivery will be available to 
local businesses November 23 at 
no charge.

Patrons should indicate their 
preference for pick up or deliv-
ery. Pies must be paid for when 
ordered. Checks should be pay-
able to Lancaster Band Boosters.

Pies may be ordered through 
any band booster member, or 
call Jill Bessler at 435-0757. 

The Northumberland County 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross will conduct a blood drive 
November 15 from 12:30 to 6:30 
p.m. at St. Stephens  Episcopal 
Church in Heathsville.

The need for blood is con-
stant and must be replaced on a 
daily basis, according to the Red 
Cross. Blood cannot be manufac-
tured, it must come from human 
donors. It must be available when 
needed; to look for a donor at the 
critical time may be too late.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Lee Simmons

Cmdr. Amy Doggett of Indian 
Creek Estates and Ms. Cathy 
Gregory of Lively were in Wash-
ington last weekend where they 
visited National Museum of the 
American Indians at the Smith-
sonian Institution.

Mrs. Mitch Forrester was in 
Crozet last weekend with her 
son and family, Rev. and Mrs. 
Doug Forrester and daughter, 
Ellen.

Jim Lee of New Market vis-
ited his mother, Mrs. Agnes Lee, 
in Fleets Bay over the weekend.

Mr. and Mrs. Mc Conway vis-
ited their children, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Conway in Christianburg, 
and Miss Meg Conway in Ashe-
ville, N.C., several days last 
week.

Mrs. Tom Spafford of Kent 
Cove, Ditchley and her sister and 
brother, Mrs. Judy Ramey and 
Robert Powell of Woodstock, 

have returned from a two-week 
vacation in France and Spain.

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Carter 
returned on Monday from York, 
Pa., where they visited his son 
and daughter-in-law, Drew and 
Sue Carter. While there they 
all enjoyed touring the Hershey 
candy plant in Hershey, the 
National War Museum in Harris-
burg and other points of interest.

Doug Somervell and son, 
Jesse, of Brasstown, N.C., were 
with his mother, Ms. Maxine 
Somervell, last weekend.

Dean Loudy, Oliver Crane, 
Jean Carter and Roberta Pouchot 
of Kilmarnock Baptist Church 
are now in Florida with the Vir-
ginia Baptist Relief Team  help-
ing in hurricane-stricken areas.

Mr. Ernest Delano is now a 
resident of the Lancashire in 
Kilmarnock and will be happy 
to see his friends.

Local News

Post 86 
announces 
Veterans Day 
activities

Holiday bazaar
and bake sale set

Women of Grace plan clinic tour

Blood drive is
November 15
in Heathsville

In keeping with Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month, Ellen  
Yackel, executive director of The 
Haven, addressed members of 
the Woman’s Club of Lancaster 
County at its October meeting.

Yackel said that in addition 
to providing shelter for women, 
children and men suffering from 
domestic abuse, The Haven is 
concerned with early preven-
tion through programs in the 
schools.

The Haven’s services include 
individual counseling, court 
advocacy, case management and 
support groups and a 24-hour 
hotline. Yackel said that commu-
nity support is essential because 

grants do not cover The Haven’s 
day-to-day needs.

Club members donated goods 
on The Haven’s wish list. Hun-
dreds of can tabs also were col-
lected by members with the help 
of the Historyland Community 
Workshop for  The Haven’s ben-
efi t.

Hostesses for the luncheon 
following the presentation were 
chairman Libby Brown, Pat 
Newton, Vonnie Long and Helen 
Kizer.

Those interested in attending 
the next Woman’s Club meeting 
Wednesday, November 9, may do 
so by calling Betty Thornton at 
462-0742.

Sherry Mann of the Woman’s Club of Lancaster County pres-
ents a check to Ellen Yackel of The Haven.

Yackel addresses Woman’s Club

Lancaster High School Band directors Robbie Spiers (left) and 
Kenny Flester offer the fi rst pumpkin pie for sale.

Band Boosters to sell pies

Historical Society 
to host Veterans 
Day activities



A10 • Rappahannock Record, Kilmarnock, Va. • Nov. 3, 2005



Rappahannock Record, Kilmarnock, Va. • Nov. 3, 2005 • A11

The Taste You

Can’t R
esist!

FOR SALE
GREAT WICOMICO RIVER

OYSTERS
IN THE SHELL

For more information or orders call

804-580-2310
Delano Oyster Farm  •  Wicomico Church, Va.

(804) 462-0373

Got Jewels?
old or new

We’ve Got Appraisals
Got Jewels?

old or new

Drug Free Pain  Management

Relax     Release     Rejuvenate

 •  

On November 12, the Friends 
of the Rappahannock Commu-
nity College Library Center will 
host “Decorating for the Holi-
days,” an all-day program featur-
ing Donald Haynie.

A noted herbalist and fl orist 
whose 25 years at Common-
wealth Florist in Warsaw is still 
remembered, Haynie is now co-
owner of Buffalo Springs Herb 
Farm in Raphine. His morning 
lecture on “Wreaths, Swags, 
and Garlands” will begin at 10 
a.m., and an afternoon lecture, 
“Designs for Table and Mantle,” 
at 1 p.m. 

From 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
light refreshments will be served 
to accompany a book-signing 
session with Haynie, the sale of 
fl ower-arranging supplies and 
other items from the Herb Farm, 

and a silent auction. This part of 
the program has been a very pop-
ular one in past years; donations 
from local businesses, as well as 
college faculty and staff, ensure 
a variety of interesting items for 
attendees to bid on.

“Proceeds from these fund-
raisers benefi t the RCC/Rich-
mond County Library Center, so 
everyone is a winner,” said secre-
tary Bea Evans. “Don’s programs 
are always informative and fun.” 

Reservations are required for 
both sessions, which will be held 
in RCC’s Warsaw Campus lec-
ture hall. Refreshments, sales, 
and the silent auction will take 
place in the student lounge. The 
cost is $15 per person for each 
session. 

For reservations, call Carolyn 
Loritsch at 333-6712. 

On November 17, the Rap-
pahannock Concert Asso-
ciation will welcome the 
Renaissance City Winds to 
the stage of Richmond County 
Elementary School at 7:30 
p.m. The performance is part 
of a four-concert series, avail-
able by subscription or single 
ticket, to the residents of the 
Northern Neck.

The Renaissance City 
Winds from Pittsburgh has 
become one of Pennsylvania’s 
foremost chamber ensembles 
since its founding in 1975. The 
ensemble’s tours have included 
two New York concerts at 
Carnegie Recital Hall and an 
appearance at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington D.C. It 
performs music from the 16th 
century to the present and has 
received special recognition 
for its devotion to American 
music. 

The group  will offer a day-
long residency the following 
day in the Richmond County 
Middle and High schools, 
through the efforts and fi nan-
cial support of the Rappahan-
nock Concert Association and 
the Pennsylvania Performing 
Arts on Tour. 

The two remaining concerts 
in the Rappahannock Concert 
Association 2005-06 season 
feature Ann Green, pianist, 
March 11; and The Peabody 
Ragtime Ensemble April 29.

For subscription or single 
ticket fees and reservations, 
visit the RCA website at www.
rappahannock-concerts.org, or 
call Betsey Fountain for ticket 
information at 493-9522.

The Westmoreland Players 
will offer a “pay what you can” 
performance of “A Christmas 
Carol” November 19.

This is an opportunity for all to 
enjoy this classic holiday tale of 
Ebenezer Scrooge and his road to 
redemption.

Seating for the opening night 
performance is general admis-
sion. However, those who plan 
to attend are urged to call the 
theater box offi ce at 529-9345 
to indicate the number of people 
attending.

The play continues November 
20, 26 and 27 and  December 1, 2, 
3, 4, 8, 9, 10 and 11. Week night 
performances begin at 8 p.m.; 
Sunday matinees are at 3 p.m.

On November 13, the Northern 
Neck Orchestra will present the 
fall 2005 Pops Concert, a collec-
tion of “Songs and Dances.” 

The program presents music 
from many realms of vocal and 
dance music including opera, 
the Broadway stage, popular 
music, folk songs and dances, 
fi lms, television and ballet.

Under the direction of Guy 
Hayden, the orchestra will per-
form such diverse songs as 
“Overture to The Barber of 
Seville” by Rossini, “O Mio 
Babbino Caro’’ by Puccini with 
a solo by Mei-Li Beane, “Send 
in the Clowns” from A Little 
Night Music, “I Left My Heart 
In San Francisco,” a lush set-
ting for strings of “Theme from 
Schindler’s List” by John Wil-

Applications are being 
accepted for Kilmarnock’s 
annual Christmas Parade 
December 9 beginning at 7 p.m.

Named as one of the best 
small town parades in Virginia, 
this year’s event should be no 
exception, celebrating the town’s 
75th anniversary with the theme 
“Kilmarnock’s Diamond Jubi-
lee.”

The annual Fall Fund-raiser 
Luncheon for the Friends of 
the Essex Public Library will 
feature Urbanna author Mary 
Wakefi eld Buxton on a “Walk-
ing  Through Urbanna–One 
Writer’s Town.”

Buxton is a Southside Sentinel 
columnist and author of many 
books about life in Virginia.

The luncheon will be Novem-
ber 11 at Lowery’s Restaurant.

Tickets are $21 per person 
and are available at the main 
offi ces of the Bank of Essex, 
Southside Bank and at the 
library’s circulation desk. The 
reservation deadline is Novem-
ber 8. For more information, 
call the library at 443-4945.

The Sweet Adeline 
quartet  East Coast Edition 
is one of the groups featured 
in the “Guys & Gals: A Bar-
bershop Harmony Musical 
Review” November 12 at the 
Lancaster Middle School The-
ater in Kilmarnock.

This high-energy contempo-
rary, a cappella quartet sings 
a variety of music from the 
expected to the unexpected—
from the classic “Melancholy 
Baby” to the modern comedy 
of “Renaissance Woman.”

 The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones will host the show. The 
“Publick Times” Sweet Adelines 
chorus of Newport News, under 
the direction of Patty Leveille, 
also will perform. Other quar-
tets from both choruses will be 
featured as well.  

The concert will begin at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $10 and can be 
purchased from any member of 
the Bay Tones.

Tickets are also available in 

East Coast Edition

‘Guys & Gals’ musical review
to feature quartets and choruses

Kilmarnock at the Book Nook, 
Foxy’s, Alley Cafe, Heads 
Up, Main Street Fine Arts & 
Antiques Mall; in White Stone 
at the White Stone Pharmacy; 

and in Burgess at Wildest 
Dreams Boutique and Salon; 
or by calling 435-2848. Visit 
www.baytones.org for more 
information.

Players offer Christmas gift to community
Joy Evans of Montross has 

written an adaptation for the stage 
of the Charles Dickens novel. She 
and her husband, Glenn, direct. 
He also plays Ebenezer Scrooge.

Brian Tilbury of Lottsburg 
plays Jacob Marley, Victoria 
Dawson plays The Ghost of 
Christmas Past. Bruce Lawyer 
of Lancaster plays the Ghost of 
Christmas Present. Nicolette 
Nelson of Warsaw plays Spectre 
of Christmas Future.

Chad Lewis and Jannette Hutt 
of Montross are Bob and Mary 
Cratchit. The six little Cratchits 
are Erin, David and Caitlyn Rob-
ertson, Sydney Seed, Matthew 
Hodges and Madison Neill as 
Tiny Tim.

Mr. and Mrs. Fezziwig are 
portrayed by Bob Swann of 
Montross and Joanne Cox of 
Warsaw.  Scrooge’s nephew Fred 
and his wife, Kate, are played by 
Michael and Laura Dawson.

Featured too will be some of 
the Players best singers present-
ing many beautiful carols. There 
are 37 actors in the play ranging 
in age from 7 to the late 60s.

Anita Harrower of Dunns-
ville is musical director and 
also appears in the play. Players 
founding member Nancy Royall 
of Kinsale is the scenic artist and 
lighting designer. Skip Tilley of 
Lottsburg is the carpenter.

For reservations, call 529-
9345.

The Court House Players will 
present  “Annie Get Your Gun” 
November 17, 18 and 19 at 8 
p.m. and November 20 at 3 p.m. 
at the Mathews High School 
Auditorium.

Tickets are available in 
Gloucester at Twice Told Tales 
and Offi ce Supply, in Mathews 
at the Visitor Center and Medi-
cine Shoppe and in Middlesex at 
Coffman’s Store and LaPapete-
rie.

Advance ticket prices are $11 
for adults and $10 for seniors 
and children. Tickets at the door 
are $12.

Originally produced by Rod-
gers and Hammerstein, “Annie 

Get Your Gun” starring Ethel 
Merman, opened at the Imperial 
Theatre in New York City on 
May 16, 1946, and ran for 1,147 
performances. The road com-
pany had Mary Martin as the 
star and the show ran four years 
in London.

The score, generally consid-
ered Irvington Berlin’s best, 
contains the song which has 
become  the professional anthem 
of entertainment, “There’s No 
Business Like Show Business.”

The Court House Players’ 
production is directed by Kitty 
Witty. David Shuber is music 
director, and Dino Pappas is 
conductor.

Court House Players
announce production

Northern Neck Orchestra
to present ‘Songs & Dances’

liams and “America the Beau-
tiful.” The second half of the 
program will feature “Holiday 
for Strings” by David Rose, 
three compositions by Leroy 
Anderson, longtime arranger 
for the Boston Pops, a suite of 
“Rumanian Folk Dances” by 
Bartok, and Ponchielli’s “Dance 
of the Hours,” featured in the 
Disney classic “Fantasia.”

The concert will be presented 
at 4 p.m. at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater. Tickets are $12 
for adults and $6 for students. 
Tickets may be purchased at 
Twice Told Tales, the Kilmar-
nock Antique Gallery, White 
Stone Pharmacy and The Local.

Business partners for the con-
cert are Bank of Lancaster and 
Chesapeake Investment Group.Holiday decorating program

planned at community college

There will be an exclusive book 
signing at the Animals First booth 
at the November 5 Irvington 
Farmers’ Market.

 Author Audrey Thomasson of 
White Stone will sign copies of  
Chicken Soup for the Dog Lover’s 
Soul from 9 a.m. to noon. The 
book includes two of Thomas-
son’s stories.

Copies of the book will be avail-

able for purchase and signing. 
Proceeds from the book sales will 
be used to provide medical care to 
needy and abused animals.

The booth will also have a vari-
ety of animal themed household 
and gift items for pets and people, 
and handmade sweaters and 
scarves. Orders may be placed 
for handmade tabletop boxwood 
trees.

Thomasson to sign books
at Irvington Farmers’ Market

Grassroots storytelling events 
will be held in communi-
ties across the country during 
National Storytelling Week, 
November 13 to 19. The tale tell-
ing will culminate with an annual 
“Tellebration” November 19. 

The Westmoreland Weavers of 
the Word Storytellers Guild will 
host its eighth annual “Tellebra-
tion” at 7 p.m. at Cople Elemen-
tary School in Hague.

Students and members will  
participate. Admission is free. 
Refreshments will be served.

Storytellers
plan Nov. 19
‘Tellebration’

Parade applications open
Entries are limited, so inter-

ested parties should contact 
Kilmarnock parade offi cials 
as soon as possible. For fl oats, 
call Jean Light at 435-3476; 
equestrian units may call Mela-
nie Davis at 436-2050. Red Hat 
entries may call Brenda Shirah 
at 436-9033, and all others may 
call Carroll Ashburn at 435-
2473.

Columnist 
to speak 
at library 
luncheon

THE RECORD
ONLINE

www.rrecord.com

THE RECORD ONLINE www.rrecord.com

Renaissance 
City Winds
to blow into 
Warsaw
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Cooper Lee Designs™

THE DANDELION
Irvington, Virginia

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 9:30 to 5:00 • 438-5194

Distinctive Ladies  ̓Clothing & Gifts

Fabulous 
Fall Finds!
Come in for sportswear, 

dresses, dressy separates 
& accessories for 

that special occasion.

The 48th annual Urbanna 
Oyster Festival will be held 
Friday, November 4, and Satur-
day, November 5.

The honorary captain is Delta-
ville boat builder Willis Wilson.

The grand marshal is Urbanna 
businessman Clyde Thrift.
Friday highlights:

The festival opens Friday at 10 
a.m. Throughout the day there 
will be street sales with a variety 
of vendors and foods; children’s 
rides, clowns, games, model boat 
builder displays, arts, crafts and 
entertainment.

From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Pastel 
Black will play classic rock on 
the Rappahannock Avenue stage.

From 10 to 11 a.m., Keith 
Anderson will play soprano saxo-
phone on the Old Tobacco Ware-
house/Visitor’s Center stage,

From 10 to 11 a.m., Jonathan 
Austin will perform magic and 
juggling in the children’s activity 
area on Grace Avenue.

From noon to 1 p.m., Anderson 
will return to the Old Tobacco 
Warehouse/Visitor’s Center 
stage.

From 1 to 5 p.m., Sweet Jus-
tice will play classic rock on the 
Angelo’s Colonial Pizza stage.

From 1 to 4 p.m., LTC Proj-
ect will play rock, rhythm and 
blues on the Festival Village fi eld 
stage.

From 2 to 3 p.m., Anderson will 
return to the Old Tobacco Ware-
house/Visitor’s Center stage.

At 4 p.m., the Oyster Festival 
Queen will be crowned on the 
Rappahannock Avenue stage.

At 7 p.m., the annual Firemen’s 
Parade begins on the West Side 
of town.

From 8 p.m. to midnight, the 
Hot Cakes will perform top 40 
hits at the Firemen’s Dance in 
the fi eld behind the Urbanna fi re-
house.
Saturday highlights:

The festival opens Saturday at 

8 a.m. Throughout the day there 
will be street sales with a variety 
of vendors and foods; children’s 
rides, clowns, games, model boat 
builder displays, arts, crafts and 
entertainment.

From 9 to 11:30 a.m., the 
Swing Bandits will play western 
swing and country on the Rappa-
hannock Avenue stage.

From 10 to 11 a.m., Ann 
DeHaven will play guitar on the 
Old Tobacco Warehouse/Visitor’s 
center stage.

From 10 a.m. to noon, Austin 
will return to the children’s activ-
ity area on Grace Avenue.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Johnny 
St.Clair will play country and 
oldies at the Urbanna Town 
Marina at Upton’s Point stage.

From 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
the annual oyster shucking con-
test will take place on the fi re-
house stage.

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., the 
Roman Roads Puppet Team will 
perform in the children’s activity 

area on Grace Avenue.
From 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., the 

Marna Bales Band will play pop, 
country and adult rock on the 
Festival Village fi eld stage.

From noon to 1 p.m., DeHaven 
will return to the Old Tobacco 
Warehouse/Visitor’s Center 
stage.

From 12:30 to 5 p.m., Slick 
Nickel will play top 40 and clas-
sic rock in the fi eld behind the 
fi rehouse.

From 1 to 5 p.m., Sweet Jus-
tice will return to the Angelo’s 
Colonial Pizza stage.

From 2 to 3 p.m., DeHaven 
will return tot he Old Tobacco 
Warehouse/Visitor’s Center 
stage.

At 2 p.m., the annual Oyster 
Festival Parade begins on the 
west side of town. The route 
will meander through the town’s 
residential district and festival 
village area. The parade will not 
go along Virginia Street in the 
downtown business district.

The Irvington United Meth-
odist Church fall bazaar will 
be held in the church educa-
tional building November 5 at 
8 a.m.

Christmas items will be 
available. New holiday gift 
baskets include a one-of-a-
kind chicken basket and a golf-
er’s basket.

Gift items include angels, 
small candy baskets and 
“Esther the Cake Tester,” jew-
eled fruit decorated trees, 
snowman trees, red hat trees 
and wreaths, lighted decorator 
bottles and “night lights in a 
bucket.”

Plants include tea cup plants, 
African violets, a green coral 
plant, and spider plants.

Christmas items 
available at bazaar

The second and third raffl e 
prizes at the Historyland Com-
munity Workshop Gift and Green 
Sale have been announced.

The second prize will be a 
machine-quilted, hand-appliquéd 
butterfl y-motif quilt, an old fash-
ioned design.

The third raffl e prize is a $100 
gift certifi cate from Bayway Day 
Lily Farm in Ophelia where the 
winner can choose from hun-
dreds of varieties and colors.

The sale will be held Novem-
ber 19 at Lancaster Middle 
School in Kilmarnock from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Effective November 1, the 
Virginia Historical Society 
will offer free admission on 
Sundays. The historical soci-
ety galleries are open from 1 to 
5 p.m. on Sundays, and 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Mondays through 
Saturdays when regular admis-
sion is $3 to $5. The library 
and museum shop are closed 
on Sundays.

“Free admission on Sundays 
presents families, out-of-town 
visitors, and others an oppor-
tunity to enjoy an outing at a 
savings,” said Charles F. Bryan 
Jr., president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Virginia His-
torical Society.

Attendance figures indicate 
a growing interest among fam-
ilies in the “The Story of Vir-

ginia,” the only exhibit in the 
state covering all of Virginia 
history, and the historical soci-
ety’s changing exhibitions.

“We are pleased to be able 
to offer free admission on 
Sundays, a day when families 
seem to be less scheduled and 
can take time for a leisurely, 
entertaining afternoon at the 
museum,” added Bryan.

The Virginia Historical Soci-
ety is at 428 North Boulevard. 
For more information, call 
358-4901, or visit www.vahis-
torical.org.

History is free on Sundays 
at Virginia Historical Society

Oyster Festival will return
to Urbanna Friday, Saturday

The pantry booth will include 
canned goods, homemade 
chicken vegetable soup, home-
made chicken noodle soup and 
homemade vegetable soup. 

Hot dogs, iced tea and coffee 
also will be available.

Proceeds will be divided 
three ways: 10 percent will go 
to hurricane relief; 10 percent 
will be given to the Matta-
poni Eagle Healing Clinic and 
the remainder will be used to 
upgrade the educational build-
ing, make needed repairs to 
the sanctuary and remodel the 
kitchen.

Items will be priced from $2 
to  $30. Large decorated trees 
and larger wreaths will range 
from $35 to $50.

Day lilies at the Bayway Day Lily farm.

The butterfl y-motif quilt

Raffl e prizes announced

Past winners of the “Lights on 
the Creek” Carters Creek boat 
parade will lead a boat decorat-
ing workshop Sunday, Novem-
ber 6, at 2 p.m.  at Commodore’s 
Restaurant at The Tides Inn in 
Irvington.

Hank George, a two-time 
best overall mayor’s cup trophy 
winner, will conduct the infor-
mative seminar.

Topics include electrical power 
requirements, decorating sup-
plies source guides and display 
construction techniques.

Information may also be 
obtained at the “Lights on the 
Creek” exhibit at the Saturday, 
November 5, Irvington Farmers’ 
Market.

The parade, hosted by the Rap-
pahannock River Yacht Club and 
The Tides Inn, is December 3 at 6 
p.m. For information, call Paula 
Meredith at The Tides, 438-
4421.

‘Lights on 
the Creek’ 
workshop 
scheduled

THE RECORD

SPORTS ONLINE
www.rrecord.com

To announce your
“newest addition”

call
435-1701



                       Rappahannock Record, Kilmarnock, Va. • Nov. 3, 2005 • A13From the front

Grayson L. Smith, CES
Auctioneer  Va. Lic. #14 

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
KINSALE—The cownose ray 

has long pestered local watermen. 
Every summer, herds numbering 
in the thousands invade the Ches-
apeake Bay from South America, 
wreaking havoc on a shellfi sh 
population already suffering from 
disease, pollution and over-har-
vesting. 

The rays sweep over oyster 
reefs, using their strong teeth 
plates to crush the shells while 
vacuuming up the tender meat 
inside. Batting their nearly four-
foot wing span against the sandy 
bottom, they mine clams, tearing 
up the sea grasses that provide 
shelter to crabs and other sea life 
in the process. 

Pound netters often catch the 50-
pound beasts in their nets. The ray 
puts up a good fi ght for the fi sher-
men, who must avoid the  barbed 
spine, but the fi shermen generally 
end up killing the rays they catch 
and throwing them back overboard 
since they can’t sell them. The ray 
is considered a pest species due to 
the destruction it causes to oysters 
and vegetation. 

In an unusual collaboration, a 
scientist and an oyster grower are 
trying to fi nd a commercial use 
for the ray through funding from 

the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science (VIMS) and NOAA’s Vir-
ginia Sea Grant Marine Advisory 
Program. 

The Marine Advisory Program 
allows the seafood industry to get 
involved with research. All the 
program’s research is industry-
driven. Scientists and specialists 
respond to industry concerns and 
needs as they arise, from improv-
ing technology and equipment to 
developing new products. 

VIMS scientist Robert Fisher 
has spent the last 15 years work-
ing with the cownose ray, seeking 
a way to market its meat as food or 
bait. Bevans Oyster Company, the 
area’s largest oyster grower, is pro-
viding him with the facility, stor-
age and equipment needed for the 
project. Fisher has tested fi ve or six 
marketing concepts over the years, 
but most haven’t panned out. 

In 1996, he did a taste test with 
the ray and found that 75 percent 
of people said they liked it when 
they didn’t know what it was. But 
the meat is dark and grisly and 
the concept of eating ray doesn’t 
appeal to most Americans, and the 
product never took off. 

The effort to fi nd a market for 
ray has resurfaced in light of the 
recent native oyster restoration 

efforts. The industry and scientists 
are seeking to reduce the popula-
tions and to provide some much 
needed relief for the struggling 
oyster reefs.

In recent years, Fisher tried to 
market the meat as cut bait for crab 
traps and trawlers, among others. 
But, the meat had to be processed 
too many times. The danger of 
catching the rays and the expense 
of cutting them up made the bait 
cost too much compared to other 
options such as bunker available 
to local fi shermen, so this concept 
has been abandoned for now.

But, a new idea has recently 
blossomed. In other parts of the 
world, where skate and shark fi n 
are already considered a deli-
cacy, the ray may have a chance 
of becoming a marketable sea-
food. Fisher and Bevans spent the 
summer stocking up on rays and 
storing them in the freezer. 

Last week, Fisher sliced the 
frozen rays into the most appeal-
ing cuts, including sections of 
wing, steaks and cubes. The fruit 
of his labors will be shipped to 
Busan, Korea, this week for sam-
pling in a food trade show later 
this month.

The Virginia Marine Products 
Board will represent the product 

and a chef who has tested several 
recipes will serve up samples. 

Margaret Ransone of Bevans 
Oyster Company said she is also 
interested in testing the ray in the 
fashion industry. Stingray leather 
is not a new material. During the 
age of the Samurai, the armor 
used to protect the warriors was 
made of stingray leather. The hide 
is so durable that it is impenetrable 
by a sword blade. The leather from 
the stingray also was used during 
the art deco period of the 1920s to 
cover furniture. 

A search online reveals that 
stingray leather is a making a 
return to the fashion world. It’s 
cropping up in high-dollar bou-
tiques in Milan, Paris, New York 
and Beverly Hills and is used in 
cowboy boots, purses, wallets 
and belts. The appeal of stingray 
leather in the fashion world today 
is that it’s considered “environ-
mentally-friendly” because sting-
rays are not on the endangered 
species list and are very abundant. 
It is also durable and has a pearly, 
beaded texture. 

If Fisher’s research goes well, 
Bevans may some day profi t from 
the ray’s meat and high-end skin 
while giving their oyster beds a 
chance to grow. 

led to a proposed agreement 
between the county and the town 
councils of Irvington and White 
Stone that would have created 
a PSA to bring sewer and water 
utilities to areas countywide.

“This whole controversy was 
over a contract that I thought 
stunk,” said board chairman F. W. 
“Butch” Jenkins Jr.

Jenkins questioned whether 
the board should be willing to 
enter an agreement that included 
PSA board representatives from 
the New Tides LLC and RW-C 
along with other board members 
appointed by the town councils 
of Irvington and White Stone 
when the board had no means for 
removal of a participant group 
from PSA membership.

“Who on this board wants to 
sign that agreement?” asked Jen-
kins prior to the vote.

Jenkins also cited concerns 
about the power the PSA would 
wield if formed and how the 
board could limit its control.

The board’s decision not to 
participate was met with a round 
of applause from people in atten-
dance at the meeting.

The board also received the 
county registrar’s report about a 
petition drive undertaken by the 
Friends of Lancaster County. 
The petition asking for a public 
referendum on the PSA issue 
was signed by 790 people. The 
registrar certifi ed that 712 of 
the people who signed the peti-
tion are registered voters in the 
county. 

Pennell said there are 8,227 
registered voters in the county and 
10-percent of them (822) needed 
to sign the petition in order for it 
to be forwarded “forthwith” for 
circuit court consideration of the 
public referendum request.
 Timbering

By consensus, the board 
agreed to forward consideration 
of timbering restrictions as part 
of the county’s comprehensive 
plan revision process.

On behalf of the Friends of 
Lancaster County, Bill Warren 
provided draft ordinances and 
information about measures the 
county can take to offset the 
appearance of clear-cutting, like 
the recent job done on a 10-acre 
lot at Weems and Christ Church 
Roads.

Warren said the Virginia 
Department of Forestry does not 
require roadside buffers, cleanup 
of “slash” material left after 
clear-cutting, or reseeding.

“So we have no protection from 
what is actually a good forestry 
practice, but looks horrible,” said 
Warren.

Scientist and seafood packer test markets for ray consumption

Bob Fisher sections a cownose ray for sampling at a food trade 
show in Busan, Korea. 

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—The county 

board of supervisors has 
approved the transfer of some 
$18,900 in capital improvement 
budget funds to the school divi-
sion for emergency repairs.

Up to $12,000 was approved 
last week for the repair of 14 
valves in the boiler room at Lan-
caster Middle School. School 
superintendent Dr. Randolph 
Latimore said water is seeping 
into the boiler with the potential 
to cause damage to the boiler.

An additional $6,900 was 
transferred for design work to 

correct a sewage problem at 
Lancaster High School caused 
by two sections of sinking sewer 
line.

“The sewage is beginning to 
back up in the boiler room at this 
point,” said Latimore.

Also during last week’s meet-
ing, school board chairman Wil-
liam Smith invited the board 
to meet jointly with the school 
board for discussion of the pro-
posed construction of an athletic 
fi eldhouse at the high school, 
which could also house an ROTC 
program.

“We have a branch of the mili-

tary (Air Force) that’s interested 
in coming into our division to 
bring its junior program,” said 
Smith.

He also encouraged the super-
visors to visit the schools and 
criticized the board for attempt-
ing to “micromanage” the school 
budget, as well as cutting funds 
for public education to gain “a 
feather in the cap.”

“Not only do I not want you 
leading the county, I don’t 
know if I want you living in my 
county,” Smith said of those who 
might view school budget cuts in 
such a political way.

He said the county could 
require a 50- to 75-foot roadside 
buffer of trees left standing when 
at least a quarter-acre is har-
vested, particularly if the prop-
erty is zoned for residential use.
Subdivisions

The board gave preliminary 
plat approval for a subdivision 
of 1,198 acres owned by Pebble 
Beach LLC off Route 3 near 
Field Trial Road.

The subdivision provides for 
18 lots within 575 acres that 
range from fi ve acres to one of 
242 acres, which county direc-
tor of planning and land use Jack 
Larson noted “far exceed the area 
requirements” for subdivision.

On behalf of the property 
owner, attorney J. Raleigh Sim-
mons of Dunton, Simmons & 
Dunton LLP said the subdivi-
sion should appeal to buyers who 
might wish to hunt or have cabins 
for retreat.

“They’re aiming at more of a rec-
reational market,” said Simmons.

However, the proposed name 
for the subdivision, “Belle Isle 
Woods”, was criticized by Jen-

kins, who called it an “insult” to 
local people to have the subdivi-
sion named after an existing site 
that it is not near. Jenkins also 
voiced concern about a poten-
tial emergency services issue for 
responders who may travel to the 
better known site instead of a 
newer site with a similar name.

Simmons said he agreed with 
the concerns but was not autho-
rized to make a name change.

“But at the same time there’s 
no guidance to what people can 
call things,” Simmons said of the 
county subdivision ordinances with 
reference to subdivision names.

The subdivision request will 
return to the board for fi nal 
approval.

The “Overlook” subdivision 
planned by the Exuma Group 
Ltd. received fi nal approval con-
ditional upon county receipt of a 
performance bond for comple-
tion of the subdivision road. 
Larson said the group has met all 
other requirements for the subdi-
vision of 11 lots on 49 acres in 
the Merry Point area off West 
Point Road.

Funds approved for emergency
repairs at two Lancaster schools

About 250 people 
attended the Lodge Vegas 
Casino Night October 22, 
according to Steamboat 
Era Museum director Terri 
Thaxton. The museum was 
the benefi ciary of all profi ts. 
Due to accounts which 
still have to be settled, the 
exact amount raised is not 
yet known. The fund-raiser 
also was a farewell for the 
Lodge, which is scheduled 
for demolition to make way 
for a community of condo-
minium homes.

“This wonderful event 
began as the brainchild of 
our board president, Larry 
McAfee. We could not have 
carried it off without him, 
The Tides Inn, and E.A. 
Stephens, and we are in their 
debt. I also thank all the 
dedicated volunteers who 
helped make this event a 
reality,” Thaxton said.

The evening featured food, 
drink, gambling and a raffl e.

Businesses who spon-
sored gambling stations 
included Chesapeake Bank, 
Pat Lawler Real Estate, 
Bank of Lancaster, Select 
Properties, Bank of Nor-
thumberland, EVB Mort-

gage, Magnolia’s, Bay Auto 
and Booth Furniture. Tri-
Star Supermarket sponsored 
the food tables. The food 
was prepared and served by 
The Tides Inn.

Raffl e prizes were provided 
by the Tartan Golf Course, 
Ashton’s, Bad Buoys Bar-
bershop Quartet, Chem-Dry, 
Chesapeake and Crescent, 
The Dandelion, The Doll 
House, Fancy Goods, Rap-
pahannock Hang-Ups, Jane 
Wells Pet Portraits, Khaki’s, 

Peppers, River Cottage, Time 
to Cook, Ultimate Interiors, 
and Village Needlepoint.  
Special raffl e prizes were 
Lodge memorabilia donated 
by The Tides Inn and the 
Lodge.

“Proceeds from the event 
will help meet the museum’s 
day-to-day operational 
expenses,”  Thaxton said. 
“We’re grateful for the large 
turnout. Based on the feed-
back we’ve received, every-
one had a great time.”

Research on
 Alzheimer’s disease

From Johns Hopkins we 
learn that a new nasal vaccine 
has been developed that clears 
gooey Alzheimer’s plaques from 
the brain, at least for laboratory 
mice. The next step will be to 
initiate human trials. These are 
expected to begin in 2006.

The concept of the nasal vac-
cine is simple but revolutionary: 
stimulate the body’s immune 
system to attack and remove the 
beta-amyloid protein, the main 
component of the sticky plaque 
deposits found in the brains of 
people with Alzheimer’s. These 
deposits are either responsible 
for the brain damage seen in 
Alzheimer’s, or they are byprod-
ucts of a different underlying 
cause. It has been the hope of 
most researchers that removal of 
the plaques might halt, or even 
reverse, cognitive decline.

In the 1990s, scientists created 
mice that developed characteris-
tic Alzheimer’s plaques. This has 
allowed the laboratory mice to be 
used as models for carrying out 
Alzheimer’s research. A problem 
that had occurred in previous 
research was how to circumvent 
the blood-brain barrier.  This bar-
rier separates the brain and its 
interstitial fl uid from the blood 
circulation system that keeps 
most drugs and other molecules 
from diffusing or moving from 
the bloodstream into the brain. 

Using the nasal route for inocula-
tion of a vaccine tends to bypass 
the barrier. The research on mice 
was carried out with a nasal mist. 
Over a six-week period, the mice 
were inoculated and the novel 
vaccine reduced the amyloid 
deposits by 73 percent.

The average life expectancy 
of a person with Alzheimer’s 
depends somewhat on the age at 
which it develops, but in general, 
the average length of the disease 
is nine to 10 years from the fi rst 
symptom to death. About 40 
percent of people with demen-
tia die of pneumonia, probably 
because of impaired swallowing, 
impaired immune function, and 
recumbent posture. Many die 
of other infections, or from hip 
fractures suffered in falls.

What can one do to prevent 
Alzheimer’s disease? More 
research is now validating the 
fact that regular exercise is not 
only good for one’s body, but for 
overall cognitive functioning. 
This means that the more one 
exercises  the more he can expect 
in improved brain activity. Three 
new studies involving thousands 
of people have shown that those 
who are most physically active 
have at least a 20-percent lower 
risk of cognitive problems than 
their less-active counterparts. 
Aerobic exercise, which includes 
daily walking, helped increase 
short-term memory.

An hour a day performing any 
sort of physical activity is great, 

but one study found that walk-
ing the equivalent of at least 
1.5 hours per week at a pace of 
a 20 minutes to a mile was also 
associated with better cognitive 
performance. As Hippocrates 
once said, “Walking is man’s 
best medicine.” It is an activity 
that uses most of the 650 mus-
cles and 206 bones in the body 
and is something that every-
one can do. Walking not only 
enhances endurance by increas-
ing lung capability, it improves 
the strength and effi ciency of 
muscles in the abdomen, back 
and legs. It can also decrease 
blood pressure in a few weeks by 
as much as 10 points.

If one keeps physically and 
mentally active, and his blood 
pressure, cholesterol and lipid 
profi le, and blood sugar are 
normal, then he or she is doing 
what one can to lower the risk 
of dementia and Alzheimer’s. 
Impaired memory is by far the 
most common early symptom. 
Diffi culty retrieving names and 
words is a normal function of 
aging, but in Alzheimer’s dis-
ease the memory loss reaches 
a point where it interferes with 
daily life.

I will try to keep readers up to 
date on research fi ndings. The 
newest fi nding on a nasal vac-
cine is promising.  Hopefully, 
the human studies will be as suc-
cessful as they were with mice. 
Will mice be the lucky ones? We 
should know in a few years.

Casino Night draws 250

Blackjack players try their luck at the Lodge Vegas Casino 
Night.

A Doctor Speaks
by George Moore, MD

Vote, Tuesday, November 8

▼ County doesn’t enter PSA . . . . (continued from page A1)
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