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A Closer LookA Closer Look

In advance of the November 8 elec-
tion, the Rappahannock Record has 
posed questions to candidates in local 
contested races.

This week�s installment focuses on 

races for the Nothumberland board 
of supervisors in Districts 2 and 3 
and the House of Delegates in Dis-
trict 99. 

District 2 supervisor candidates 

are incumbent Republican Richard F. 
Haynie. of Heathsville, independent 
W.A. “Bill” Estell Jr. of Heathsville 
and independent Quentin H. Swann 
of Lottsburg.

District 3 supervisor candidates are 
Republican George T. Beckett III of 
Heathsville and Democrat James M. 
Long of Wicomico Church.

House candidates are Republican 

Robert J. Wittman of Montross and 
Democrat Linda M. Crandell of Colo-
nial Beach.

The questions and answers from the 
candidates are on this and page B11.

Candidates in local contested races address issues

Name the villages within your 
district. What is your vision for 
each of them 10 years from now 
and how can the comprehensive 
plan and zoning ordinance help 
you achieve this vision?

Haynie: Villages in District 2 
are Heathsville, Lottsburg, Callao 
and part of Village.

The village concept of economic 
and residential development—
already contained in the county�s
1996 comprehensive plan—should 
be continued and enhanced in the 
new plan being drafted and should 
be strengthened with appropriate 
zoning ordinance amendments to 
further and better protect our heri-
tage, our environment, and the way 
Northumberland County families 
want to live.

Focusing development within 
villages better creates a keen 
sense of community; encourages 
the prospects for successful small 
businesses; makes shopping for 
goods and services more conve-
nient for residents; keeps more 
sales-tax revenue in Northumber-
land County instead of having it 
siphoned into neighboring juris-
dictions; enhances conservation 
of our precious “green space” and 
waterfront property; better accom-
modates community sewers, water 
and sewage treatment facilities, and 
a conveniently situated county res-
ervoir to offset the area�s decreas-
ing water supply; and reduces the 
impact of residential sprawl and 
the resulting need for such tax-
payer or customer-fi nanced infra-
structure as expanding or adding 
to the county�s road, electricity and 
communications systems.

Estell: The villages within Dis-
trict 2 are Callao, Lottsburg and 
Heathsville.

I see Callao as the primary com-
mercial gateway to Northumber-
land County from the west and 
north. With a water and sewer 

Richard F. Haynie W.A. “Bill” Estell Jr. Quentin H. Swann George T. Beckett III James M. Long

system, businesses will gravitate 
to develop the commercial hub 
and the support area and perhaps 
become our fi rst incorporated vil-
lage.

I see Lottsburg as a signifi cant 
support area to provide affordable 
housing for the Callao area busi-
nesses and to promote service busi-
nesses for agriculture and building 
industries in the county.

My vision of Heathsville, as 
the county seat, will be the pri-
mary government services center, 
an historical tourist district with 
supporting businesses in a strong 
commercial hub in the village. The 
support area will extend to Clara-
ville in the east. Heathsville will 
have a wide area broadband high 
speed internet capability and a 
sewer system to further boost busi-
ness development. 

All of this is supported in the 
comprehensive plan and should 
be supported in the zoning ordi-
nances. That is my vision but the 
vision and character for these vil-
lages must be planned and carried 
out by the people who live and 

work there. 
Swann: Lottsburg should 

remain a small village. Callao with 
its new sewer connections, should 
expand commercially. Heathsville 
should continue to serve as county 
seat with its public offi ces and 
library.

Beckett: District 3 voters reside 
in and near the following villages, 
which are recognized in the com-
prehensive plan: Heathsville, Bur-
gess, Lilian, Wicomico Church, 
North Kilmarnock and Reedville.  
By defi nition in the plan, these vil-
lages are “focal points in the county 
where both commercial and public 
services are grouped.”  The vision 
in each village plan is what I would 
support as supervisor.

In addition, I would promote 
the development of attractive, 
affordable housing in village resi-
dential areas. Using the compre-
hensive plan as our compass, we 
must develop and enact zoning 
ordinances that support the plan.  
Once the zoning ordinances are 
in place, the supervisors should 
strictly enforce the rules and stop 

spot zoning.
One of my strategic concerns 

about our villages has to do with 
the proposed Crisfi eld/Reedville 
ferry.  Most of our roads cannot 
handle the expected increase in 
truck and automobile traffi c. His-
toric designations could limit road 
expansion, forcing bypass solu-
tions. This in turn, would probably 
cause village businesses to move 
to the bypasses. I�m concerned 
about this potential impact on our 
villages.

Currently, I can fi nd no good 
reason to support the ferry, not 
even new jobs, because few, if any, 
would be created in Northumber-
land County.

Long: The villages of District 
3 consist of Heathsville, Burgess 
and Wicomico. My belief 10 years 
from now is that growth will be in 
an orderly fashion. This growth 
should follow the comprehensive 
plan.

The board of supervisors with 
input from the public is in the pro-
cess of amending our zoning ordi-
nance and other ordinances so they 

conform to the comprehensive 
plan.

The concentration of businesses 
will be in the villages. Heathsville 
will be the center of concentration. 
I�m 100 percent in agreement with 
this plan as long as the public is 
involved in all aspects of the pro-
cess.

Please explain what areas of 
the environment you think need 
attention and how you, as a county 
supervisor, could address them.

Haynie: Chesapeake Bay pol-
lution, and its follow-on increase 
in the bay�s “dead zone” devoid 
of oxygen essential to marine 
life, affect county residents work-
ing hard in the seafood and sport 
fi shing industries to support their 
families; impact businesses sup-
plementing those industries; and 
spoil recreational opportunities.

The bay�s watershed extends 
beyond our county—into northern 
Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
New York and West Virginia. Bay 
pollution comes from all these 
jurisdictions—raw or inadequately 

treated human waste; fertilizers 
and pesticides from farms and 
residential lawns; and storm-water 
runoff from barnyards, pastures 
and paved streets, sidewalks and 
parking lots.

We must do our part. On the 
board, I�ve led the fi ght against 
human waste “sludge” as fertilizer 
on county cropland and pastures. 
State law and federal regulations 
permit it, but to reduce danger to 
human health, I�ve succeeded in 
requiring rigid testing and certifi -
cation of sludge and the conditions 
under which it may be used. I will 
continue this fi ght.

Our county ordinance requir-
ing riparian buffer zones must 
be vigorously enforced, as well 
as another requiring that private 
septic systems be pumped out 
every fi ve years, with construction 
of a county sewage dump station 
that I proposed two years  ago to 
reduce homeowners� costs.

Estell: I believe the most criti-
cal environmental issue we face in 
the county is water. From the life-

Drive in shopping
This Chevrolet van smashed through the glass front of the Farm & Home Supply in Kilmarnock 
last Monday afternoon. The driver of the van, a 70-year-old woman from Heathsville, acceler-
ated over the concrete barrier of a parking space before coming to a stop several feet to the 
left of the store’s checkout counter. No one in the store was injured and no charges were fi led 
against the driver. (Photo by Robb Hoff)

Vandalism
investigation
is under way

KILMARNOCK—Kilmar-
nock Police Chief Mike 
Bedell reports that a rash of 
vandalism in town is under 
investigation. Three separate 
vandalism incidents occurred 
overnight Saturday and 
Sunday morning, all involving 
windows broken by objects 
thrown through them. Chief 
Bedell reported that damages 
were estimated at $3,500 to 
the Lancaster Middle School, 
a downtown business and a 
North Main Street business.

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett reported four 
arrests last week.

Laura L. Westhoff, 39, of Bel-
mont Drive was charged October 
17 on a Prince Edward County 
warrant with narcotics posses-
sion with intent to distribute.

A Washington Street woman, 
40, was charged October 17 with 
misdemeanor larceny.

A Virginia Street woman, 51, 
was charged October 20 with 
contempt of court.

A Sullavan Road woman, 24, 
was charged October 21 with 
contempt of court.

A Kilmarnock man, 37, was 
charged October 17 with con-
tempt of court.
Other responses

During the week, the sheriff�s
staff responded to or received 
reports concerning the following 
activities:

Police Reports
October 17: Contractor fraud 

reported by a Windjammer 
Lane resident, vandalism to a 
vehicle from sugar in the gas 
tank on Griffi ns Landing Road, 
attempted burglary in the 1100 
block of Johns Neck Road, and 
a domestic dispute in the 8600 
block of Mary Ball Road.

October 18: Domestic assault 
in the 500 block of Lancaster 
Creek Drive and the 11500 block 
of Mary Ball Road, larceny of 
$800 cash on Rappahannock 
Drive, and drunk or reckless 
driving on Courthouse Road.

October 19: A suspicious 
person in the 1000 block of Ocran 
Road, a disorderly conduct com-
plaint in the 500 block of North 
Main Street, a gas larceny com-
plaint in the 500 block of Rappa-
hannock Drive, and utility lines 
down on Rappahannock Drive.

October 20: A well-being 
check on Belmont Drive at the 

WHITE STONE—The town council has set a public hearing 
for Thursday, November 3, at 7 p.m. in the town office at 433 
Rappahannock Drive in White Stone.

The hearing will be held to consider financial assistance for 
the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department.

The scope of the assistance includes proposals to seek grant 
funding and to borrow against the credit of the town to improve 
the interest rate for the fire department�s purchase of a new 
tanker truck.

However, the fire department is not seeking grant funding 
from the town.

Fire department seeks
partnership for grant 

(continued on page B12)

(continued on page B12)
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Would you support state fund-
ing to establish a Chesapeake Bay 
ferry service out of Reedville?

Wittman: I am in favor of con-
tinuing to study the feasibility of 
a Chesapeake Bay Ferry service 
out of Reedville and have been 
involved through the Northern 
Neck Planning District Commis-
sion in the process of gathering 
the information necessary for this 
project to qualify for federal fund-
ing.

There is a current effort to obtain 
federal funding for construction of 
the ferry landing sites in Reedville 
and in Somerset County, MD.

Federal funding in the amount 
of $800,000 has been obtained by 
Rep. Wayne Gilchrist from Mary-
land for the purchase of land in 
Somerset County. 

Additionally, just this week an 
economic impact assessment has 
been commissioned to determine 
the economic impact of the pro-
posed ferry on the economy of the 
Northern Neck. This study will 
be used in an effort to obtain the 
necessary federal funding for the 
landings and construction of the 
ferry vessel. The initial feasibil-
ity study determined that in order 
for the ferry service to be self 
sustaining for a private company, 
the ferry landings and vessel con-
struction costs need to be paid for 
with public funds.

Crandell: First and foremost, 
this is a local issue that the citi-
zens of Northumberland need to 
decide. As a delegate, I would 
only support state funding if 
the citizens and elected offi cials 
asked me to do so. In my experi-
ence as a locally elected offi cial, 
I fi rmly believe in local govern-
ment having more control over 
the concerns that immediately 
affect their constituents. If the citi-
zens of Northumberland support a 
Chesapeake Bay Ferry and asked 
for my support as their delegate 
in Richmond, I would gladly put 
forth the recommendation and 
legislation to do so.

What recommendations would 
you make regarding the oyster 
and crab industries? Issues to 
consider include replenishment 
funds, additional restrictions, 
dredging, oyster reefs, oyster and 
crab sanctuaries and the intro-
duction of non-native oysters.

Wittman: My recommenda-
tions concerning the crab and 
oyster industry include the fol-
lowing:

Strengthen the oyster replen-
ishment program with funding 
to build oyster habitat with an 
emphasis on the establishment 
of both native and non-native 
species. This should include the 
establishment of a statewide aqua-
culture program to include both 
the disease resistant variety of our 
native oyster and the sterile trip-
loid non-native oyster.

Evaluate the current harvest 
controls on both crabs and oysters 
based upon sound, conclusive sci-
ence. The current crab and oyster 
sanctuaries are effective harvest 
controls. There are questions about 
the need for additional controls on 
both crabs and oysters including 
closing public oyster grounds for 
harvest, limitations on the harvest 
of sponge crabs and the dredging 
of crabs. The need for additional 
harvest controls must be based 
upon sound, conclusive science.

Native oyster restoration has 

not been successful to this point. 
Since the year 2000 Virginia has 
spent $8 million in oyster resto-
ration, 93 percent of native oys-
ters planted died before reaching 
market size. Congress is now 
debating on whether to raise the 
Army Corps of Engineers� budget 
from $20 million to $50 million. 
According to “The Oyster Shell 
Game” in the Virginian Pilot of 
September 28, 2005,  Corps offi -
cials have admitted that to date a 
majority of of their projects are 
unsuccessful, including Tangier 
and Pocomoke Sound, Rappahan-
nock, and Great Wicomico proj-
ects.)

The introduction of the non-
native oyster Crassostrea ariaken-
sis must be seriously considered. 
This oyster was imported under 
quarantine conditions in 1996, 
fi eld tested in sterile form (trip-
loid) from 1998 to present. The 
Commonwealth is working with 
the fi fth domesticated generation 
of this oyster grown in Virginia 
waters. Published data indicates 
the oyster exhibits high survival, 
fast growth, low disease, and 
high market acceptance across 
all salinities. Data also shows 
that the likelihood of successful 
triploid reproduction and survival 
is 0.003 percent, a very low risk. 
So this sterile non-native oyster, 
which holds great potential to re-
establish a viable Virginia oyster 
resource, also holds a very low 
risk of establishing a reproducing 
population before research deter-
mines the effect of such a popula-
tion.

The Virginia oyster industry 
is at a crossroads where this tra-
ditional industry will either close 
or maintain operations with help. 
The Virginia oyster production 
industry has no signifi cant sus-
tainable resource in the Chesa-
peake Bay. The industry has 
relied upon oysters from the Gulf 
for production. Gulf product in 
the foreseeable future is unavail-
able and Chesapeake Bay oysters 
have been and remain inadequate. 
If the state does not support the 
oyster industry then we will have 
a widespread economic and cul-
tural loss to the Commonwealth. 
The current situation will result 
in loss of jobs, loss of infrastruc-
ture, and markets that cannot be 
regained once doors are shut.

What can the state of Virginia 
do? The state needs to approve on 
bottom sterile (triploid) ariaken-
sis on shell and unlimited sterile 
ariakensis aquaculture. This is 
the only logical next step forward 
to reviving the oyster industry, 
including the enormous environ-

mental benefi ts. The industry in 
experiments with sterile (triploid) 
ariakensis aquaculture has com-
plied with and followed every 
condition set on them by federal 
and state agencies. This demon-
strates a willingness and ability to 
responsibly introduce sterile non-
native oysters for aquaculture.

Crandell: Our region was once 
known for its abundance of sea-
food, particularly crabs and oys-
ters. First, I completely support 
the introduction of non-native 
sterile oysters. Living in Colo-
nial Beach, I know many people 
whose lives (and those of their 
parents and grandparents) have 
been spent fi shing our rivers and 
making a living off of crabs and 
oysters. Now, because of the con-
dition of the bay and past over-
harvesting there is almost nothing 
to bring home after a day of fi sh-
ing. Unfortunately, there is not a 
simple solution to recapture the 
fi shing conditions of yesterday.

I believe that introduction of 
non-native oysters, if handled in a 
safe way so as not to further harm 
the environment, is one part of 
the resolution equation. Pollution 
of our watershed is another key 
problem. Not only does it affect 
the oyster and fi sh populations but 
our crab population is dwindling 
as well. While it is easy to see the 
problems that pollution is creat-
ing, there are no easy answers to 
clean up the problem. 

The root of the problem is that 
our rivers and creeks are polluted 
and that pollution fl oats all the 
way down to the Chesapeake Bay 
and out into the Atlantic Ocean. 
For instance, 36 percent of the 
Chesapeake Bay contains less 
than 5 milligrams of oxygen per 
liter. This is in addition to the 6.5 
percent “dead zone” with almost 
no oxygen where basically not 
only crabs, but striped bass, perch, 
clams and other species cannot 
breathe. The aquatic life is liter-
ally suffocating to death.

Again, the resolution to this 
problem is not an easy fi x. There 
are too many pollutants from 
increased nutrients due to farms, 
fertilizers, failing septic sys-
tems, emergency overspill from 
the major waste water treatment 
plants like Quantico and Wash-
ington, D.C., and overdevelop-
ment of the riparian areas along 
the river bank. I believe that by 
addressing our environmental 
problems that create the pollution, 
the issues of greater supplies of 
oysters, crabs, and fi sh will start 
to rebound—give the aquatic life 
a clean place to live and breathe 
and they will fl ourish. 

Any solutions have to be a 
regional and interstate coop-
erative effort. We have to work 
with our neighbors in Maryland 
and further north to prevent their 
farms and industry from polluting 
our rivers. We must do all that we 
can to fi nd a permanent funding 
source targeting environmental 
cleanup on the state level as well 
as incorporating a statewide water 
policy, and strongly enforcing our 
littler laws.

Local governments can more 
closely monitor the land use 
application as development is 
incorporated into their areas and 
incorporate low impact develop-
ment concepts. As citizens, we 
must be good stewards of the 
land by keeping fertilizers off of 
impervious surfaces and simply 

picking up trash, recycling, and 
volunteering with preservation or 
environmental groups.

What will you do to help locali-
ties meet growing development 
pressure for highway improve-
ments?

Wittman: Transportation 
funding for rural localities has 
fallen well short of that needed to 
improve existing secondary roads. 
Localities throughout the North-
ern Neck received the following 
amounts last year for second-
ary road construction: Lancaster, 
$565,063; Richmond, $507,260; 
Northumberland, $636,768; and 
Westmoreland, $874,590.

Many projects cost much more 
than these annual allocations from 
the state and require that money 
be saved over several years to 
accumulate the amount neces-
sary to begin construction. The 
state requires that  80 percent 
of the money be in hand before 
construction begins. This results 
in long periods of time between 
construction projects due to the 
high cost of projects and appro-
priations that are much less than 
project costs.

There are additional funding 
opportunities that provide locali-
ties the ability to leverage state dol-
lars through a cost share program 
where the state matches local dol-
lars up to $500,000 annually. But 
with costs of secondary road con-
struction at $1,000,000 per mile 
these dollars, while helpful, fall 
short of the existing needs.

The majority of transportation 
dollars go to the localities with 
high population which is to be 
expected. If we can fi nd ways to 
address the transportation needs 
in the high population areas in 
more cost effective ways, and we 
come up with a dedicated source 
of revenue for these projects we 
can provide more dollars for our 
local primary and secondary road 
needs.

We must look at high speed rail 
transportation from Northern Vir-
ginia through Richmond to Hamp-
ton Roads. This system would be 
much less expensive than new 
road construction to move both 
people and freight through the 
region. Additionally, to address 
the construction of new roads in 
the population centers where rail 
would not reach, we must look 
at tolls, fees for express lane use, 
public private partnerships and 
vehicle usage fees. The bottom 
line is we need a dedicated source 
of revenue separate from general 
tax revenues to address our future 
transportation needs. These dol-

lars must be put in a transportation 
trust fund that cannot be used for 
any purpose other than transporta-
tion needs.

Crandell: Traffi c is going to 
be the number one issue at next 
year’s General Assembly. Sadly, 
most of the talk will be about 
Northern Virginia and Hampton 
Roads—even though we have our 
own problems here in the 99th. 

Throwing more transportation 
dollars at the problem is not going 
to resolve the gridlock on I-95. I 
believe the answer lies in link-
ing land-use with transportation. 
By planning ahead and linking 
development with transportation 
decisions we can lesson the urban 
sprawl and preserve open spaces.

Instead of building more lanes, 
we need to look at changing the 
land use decisions. The urban 
sprawl is starting to affect us in the 
Northern Neck as people are trad-
ing driving distance for affordable 
housing.

It is important that local gov-
ernment is given the information, 
technical support and strategic 
advice so the design of the roads 
is not turned over to the develop-
ers but is managed to maintain the 
rural nature of our region.

Solving the Northern Virginia 
and Hampton Roads problems 
will begin the process of fi nally 
bringing transportation dollars 
into the 99th. 

What issues are specifi c to 
District 99, and how would you 
address them?

Wittman: There are other 
issues of importance for the 99th 
District. They are developing a 
healthy sustainable economy for 
our area, preserving our natural 
resources, strengthening sup-
port of our education system and 
improving access to medical ser-
vices.

Natural resource based busi-
nesses along with other environ-
mentally friendly commerce that 
can result from high speed inter-
net access, ecotourism and low 
impact manufacturing industries 
are the key to building a sustain-
able economy in the 99th district.

I will work with localities and 
the state government to attract 
environmentally-sensitive jobs in 
this area. I have 19 years of local 
government service, which pro-
vides me the know how to work 
with local governments and state 
agencies to create the policies that 
will attract such desirable com-
merce to the area.

We have a responsibility to 
preserve the natural resources of 
our area. Farming, fi shing and 
forestry have been the staple of 
our economy. As we face growth 
we must improve water quality 
to insure improved fi sheries. We 
must support the development 
and introduction of oysters that 
will survive disease and prosper 
in our waters.

We must work to fi nd new and 
innovative ways to maintain and 
increase profi tability of agricul-
ture and forestry. A sustainable 
natural resource economy will 
insure a vibrant and prosperous 
99th district that maintains a high 
quality of life. 

The state Standards of Qual-
ity for our schools must be fully 
funded. I will fi ght to see that this 
happens. I will also fi ght for fl ex-
ibility in implementing the No 
Child Left Behind requirements. 

This program must be fash-
ioned in a way that benefi ts rural 
schools, or Virginia should opt out 
of this program.    

In my years working for local 
health departments I have seen 
the challenges in providing health 
care services in rural areas. As a 
county supervisor I worked to 
bring physicians to our area.

With the loss of obstetrical and 
gynecological services at our local 
hospital we are faced with work-
ing to bring those services back 
to our area. The Virginia Health 
Department has released a report 
on how these issues in rural areas 
can be addressed. The placement 
of birthing centers and the use of 
midwives are part of this solution. 
We must work to provide funds 
for these birthing centers. I will 
fi ght to bring these funds to our 
area and sponsor legislation nec-
essary to make this happen.

Crandell: We have many issues 
here in the 99th that need to be 
addressed immediately.

First, education is the number 
one issue facing 99th. Only 72 
percent of the citizens of the 99th 
have a high school diploma, com-
pared to the state average of 82 
percent. Not only does the lack 
of a high school diploma greatly 
restrict a person’s ability to obtain 
good paying jobs, but businesses 
hoping to move into our district 
will be less likely due to this low 
number.

I support expanding Gov. War-
ner’s “Race to the GED Program” 
and getting more people involved 
in going back to school. Addition-
ally, we have to pay our teachers 
more and fully fund the SOQ’s. 

Health care is another issue. 
There are too many people in our 
district who do not have health 
insurance and nowhere to birth a 
child. One in seven Virginians do 
not have health insurance and in 
the African American community 
that number rises to an alarming 
65 percent.

We need to fi rst take steps to 
implement the safe importation of 
prescription drugs from Canada. 
Second, small businesses are the 
backbone of the district’s econ-
omy, however, most cannot afford 
to offer their employees insurance. 
I support small business “pool-
ing” so that more of these folks 
can extend insurance coverage to 
their workers and at the same time 
save a little money in the process.

Crime and drugs is another 
issue facing our region, and I am 
the only candidate talking about 
it. We have become the perfect 
rural hideaway for drug dealers. 
I support giving sheriffs, troopers 
and offi cers the necessary tools to 
fi ght this.

The Commonwealth again 
needs to do more by raising pay for 
offi cers, toughening penalties for 
juvenile offenders as opposed to 
waiting until their fourth offense, 
and expanding and fully funding 
“Project Exile”, a program that 
maximizes penalties for criminals 
using a fi rearm while committing 
a crime. 

 As I have said many times, we 
live in a beautiful place. We have 
to do a better job of protecting our 
environment. We have to do our 
best to preserve open spaces like 
family farms and historic sites. 
We have to implement low impact 
development concepts and fund-
ing for our Department of Natural 
Resources.

House candidates in District 99 respond to questions

Robert J. Wittman Linda M. Crandell

Gov. Mark R. Warner 
recently announced the expan-
sion of Virginia�s Emergency 
Military Absentee Voting Pro-
gram to include hundreds of 
Virginia residents stationed, 
living, visiting or engaged in 
disaster relief in states affected 
by Hurricane Katrina and Hur-
ricane Rita.

“We�re not sure exactly 
how many Virginians this will  
help, but we know hundreds of 
our citizens have traveled to 
the Gulf Coast region to be of 
assistance,” said Gov. Warner. 
“With this action, qualified 
Virginia voters will get to vote 
in the November general elec-
tion while continuing to help 
the Gulf states recovery from 
one of the worst disasters in 
American history.”

Under the expanded pro-
gram, qualified Virginia voters 
may e-mail or fax their request 
for an absentee ballot to their 
local registrar�s office and 
receive the ballot and return 
envelope by e-mail or fax. The 
voter will fill out the ballot and 
return it by mail or commercial 
delivery service to their local 
registrar�s office.

All Virginia localities will 
be required to participate in 
the expanded absentee voting 
program.

To participate, the voter must:
• Be a current registered 

Expedited absentee voting 
extended to Virginia’s
hurricane relief workers

voter in Virginia.
• Be stationed, living, visit-

ing or engaged in disaster relief 
in parts of the Gulf region 
affected by Hurricane Katrina 
and Hurricane Rita.

• Request the absentee ballot 
from the local registrar�s 
office using one of the fol-
lowing applications: Federal 
Post Card Application (FPCA) 
or Virginia Absentee Ballot 
Application.

• Provide the local registrar�s 
office with a current, working 
e-mail address or fax number 
on the completed absentee 
ballot application.

• Record the name of the city 
and state, and if known, the zip 
code of the location where the 
voter is currently stationed, 
living, visiting or engaged in 
disaster relief in parts of the 
Gulf region affected by Hur-
ricane Katrina and Hurricane 
Rita, on the completed absen-
tee ballot application.

• Send the completed appli-
cation to the local registrar�s 
office in the city or county of 
Virginia residence.

Absentee ballot applications 
must be received no later than 
5 p.m. November 3.

For more information on 
absentee voting and to down-
load the FPCA or the Virginia 
Absentee Ballot Application, 
visit www.sbe.virginia.gov.

Street campaign
Rob Wittman, Republican candidate for the House of Dele-
gates in District 99, joins Marty Kilgore, the wife of Republican 
gubernatorial candidate Jerry Kilgore, for a tour of Main Street 
in Kilmarnock October 18. A former public school teacher, she 
served as deputy secretary of the Commonwealth under Gov. 
Jim Gilmore and as executive director of the Tobacco Settlement 
Foundation. She joined her husband on the campaign trail in July 
and has been primarily discussing Kilgore’s education policy. 
As she breezed through the Northern Neck last week, she also 
stopped for lunch at Nino’s and toured Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern in Heathsville. (Photo by Reid Pierce Armstrong)

District 99 House of Delegates 
Democratic candidate Linda 
Crandell last week announced 
that she has been endorsed by the 
former Gov. Linwood Holton. 

Gov. Holton served from 
1970 to 1974 and was the fi rst 
Republican elected governor 
in Virginia since reconstruc-
tion. Gov. Holton championed 
racial equality and the increased 
employment and appointment of 
African Americans and women 
in state government. 

He also provided the fi rst state 
funds for community mental 

health centers, supported stron-
ger environmental protection, 
and helped unify development of 
the state�s ports. Gov. Holton and 
his wife, Jinks, live in Weems.

“I am so pleased to have the 
endorsement of one of Virgin-
ia�s greatest governors. I fi rmly 
believe that Gov. Holton�s
endorsement shows that I am 
someone who will work with 
members of both political par-
ties to get things done in the 
Commonwealth. I am grateful 
for Linwood�s strong support,” 
Crandell said.

Former Gov. Linwood Holton (left) chats with District 99 can-
didate Linda Crandell.

Gov. Holton endorses
Crandell for delegate

Vote November 8
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sustaining water we drink, to the 
water of our rivers, creeks, and bay 
that provide employment, recre-
ation and way of life for the people 
of our county, the commitment to 
protect these waters is the respon-
sibility of every citizen.

The Chesapeake Bay Act must 
be enforced, protection of our 
wells and aquifer are critical, and 
the plan to provide reservoirs in 
the county must be implemented.

We must consider seriously 
ways to protect our farmland and 
forests. Best management prac-
tices and replanting our timbered 
land are the keys to keeping Nor-
thumberland green.

Development of Northumber-
land County�s hundreds of miles 
of waterfront must be controlled 
to ensure we do not destroy our 
richest asset for future generations. 
We must plan for development by 
increasing the size of lots on the 
water, creating cluster commu-
nities away from the water with 
access for all owners.

Finally, we must provide public 
access to our waterways for all the 
citizens of the county.

Swann: The county should pre-
serve the open spaces and encour-
age farming and the forest industry. 
Every effort should be made to 
restore the Chesapeake Bay so 
that the watermen can return to 
their profession. The supervisors 
can facilitate this preservation by 
changing the zoning requirements 
according to the comprehensive 
plan and by enforcing the Chesa-
peake Bay Act.

Beckett: The big environmen-
tal challenges include saving the 
Chesapeake Bay and its marine 
life, preserving our farmlands, cor-
rectly managing our forests, and 
addressing our diminishing water 
supply.

As supervisor, I would support 
the efforts to preserve these and 
other dimensions of the environ-
ment—provided that the solutions 
are well thought out and based on 
good science.

A recent proposal to require 
Omega to close down its plant was 
not a good idea because we don�t
even know whether the menhaden 
are endangered. What we do know 
is that implementation of the pro-
posal would have cost our citizens 
some 200 jobs and we did well to 
preserve them.

My most immediate environ-
mental concern is safe drinking 
water. Many of our citizens simply 
do not have water that is suitable 
for human consumption because 
their wells are too shallow and 
they cannot afford the expense of 
changing their wells. As supervi-
sor, I would explore the feasibility 
of establishing deep, multi-house-
hold shared wells in the neighbor-
hoods that need them.

I applaud the many fi ne efforts 
under way to address these envi-
ronmental issues. As supervisor, 
I will continue to support those 
efforts in any way I can.

Long: The most pressing envi-
ronmental issue is to protect the 
Chesapeake Bay from all pol-
lutants. The state of Virginia has 
empowered localities to protect 
the bay from runoff pollutants. As 
a locality, we must encourage citi-
zens to do more to eliminate pol-
lution.

Septic tanks should be pumped 
out every fi ve years. This is a state 
requirement, but it lacks enforce-
ment provisions. I believe that 
citizens should be given an incen-
tive to encourage compliance with 
the ordinance. One way would be 
to give a tax credit to a property 
owner who complies with the ordi-
nance by pumping out their septic 
tank every fi ve years. The process 
could be monitored by requir-
ing citizens to send in their paid 
receipt from pumping out their 
tank with their real estate tax bill. 
The process could be implemented 
in stages by including one village 
at a time.

Do you support building a new 
middle school or renovating the 
existing one? How much do you 
think the county should spend on 
the project (dollar amount) and 
how do you propose to fund the 
investment?

Haynie: The board is awaiting 
a consulting fi rm�s fi nal report on 
comparative costs, specifi cations 
and other considerations concern-
ing a new middle school versus a 
renovated or extended one.

Also, reassessment of real 
property hasn�t been completed, 
and the board won�t adjust real 
estate tax rates until the reassess-
ment is accomplished, so at this 
time there�s no real way of know-
ing how the board will meet its 
responsibility on this or any other 
matter requiring new or additional 
spending.

To propose a dollar amount 
without having all of the facts 
would be premature; would raise 
unwarranted expectations and/or 
taxpayer concerns in the county; 
and isn�t the course I always try to 
take to avoid profl igate use of tax 

funds.
Rest assured, however, that the 

approach I will take to the middle 
school issue will be a common-
sense one fully meeting the needs 
of educating our county�s children, 
whether that means building a 
completely new school or bringing 
the existing school up to the stan-
dard to meet those needs.

Adequate funding can be found 
for this project without raising real 
estate tax rates—perhaps with a 
public voter referendum on a low-
interest bond issue using the state�s
AAA bond rating.

Estell: I am totally committed to 
building a new middle school now. 
Our children deserve an environ-
ment that is conducive to learning. 
We have already proved that con-
cept with the elementary school.

A new middle school can be 
built without moving and disrupt-
ing classes during the construc-
tion period. When construction is 
complete, we will have a school 
that incorporates the latest technol-
ogy in electronics, science, secu-
rity, lighting, heating and cooling, 
and a community center as part of 
the “Educational Campus” which 
includes the elementary school and 
hopefully the new high school.

Delay of this project has already 
cost millions of dollars. The cost 
two years ago would have been 
$7 million, today it is nearly $11 
million. The county needs to act 
now. Financing can be accom-
plished through the Virginia 
Public School Authority, the pri-
vate sector or perhaps a combina-
tion of both. A bond referendum 
is a possibility, but to my knowl-
edge that has never been done in 
the county.

This is Northumberland�s
future; we cannot fail them.

Swann: A new middle school 
should be built and we should 
explore the option of combining a 
new middle and high school at the 
same time.

Beckett: The supervisors have 
commissioned a study to present 
alternative solutions and cost esti-
mates for each. The supervisors 
and school board should co-spon-
sor an initial presentation of the 
alternatives to the general public, 
so that everyone gets fi rst-hand 
information. Thereafter, the two 
boards would develop a proposed 
solution that the citizens would 
vote on through a referendum.

The investment would be funded 
with serial bonds in accordance 
with the Public Finance Act. The 
supervisors should add a small but 
suffi cient school tax to our prop-
erty taxes that is not commingled 
with other property tax revenue. 
With separate accounting, monies 
collected and paid would have 
high visibility, which would assure 
taxpayers that the funds are going 
where they were intended to go. 
When the bonds are paid, the tax 
ends.

Most important, it is the voters 
who will approve or deny the rec-
ommended school solution and its 
cost during a future referendum.  (I 
was misquoted in a recent article 
that I want to increase the property 
tax rate. In fact, I want to see the 
tax rate decreased to parity—no 
tax increase—until it is time to 
add the school tax—a small tax 
increase).

Long: I am in total support of 
building a new middle school. It 
actually will save money over ren-
ovation in the long term.

It allows you to utilize technol-
ogy in a better manner. It allows 
the county to plan for a longer 
period of time, it cuts down on 
maintenance and repair work. It 
cuts energy usage by building in 
the most effi cient cost reducing 
heating, cooling and insulation 
systems.

The public must be involved in 
every stage. Town meetings, sur-
veys and district meetings would 
ensure total community involve-
ment. Through this procedure, 
supervisors can have the project 
completely covered to ensure the 
taxpayer maximizing benefi t.

Some of the funding to build 
the new school is held in a special 
account. The remainder needed 
could be determined by having 
the taxpayer select the best fund-
ing procedures from several pro-
posals put forth by the board of 
supervisors. Zealous oversight by 
the board of supervisors would 
ensure proper and effective utili-
zation of taxpayer funds.

Describe the physical, social 
and economic attributes that dis-
tinguish your district from others 
in the county. What issues are spe-
cifi c to your constituents, and how 
would you address them?

Haynie: District 2 is a sprawl-
ing district, with its various areas 
not as contiguous as those in 
other county districts. Its resi-
dents mostly are of low to moder-
ate income, depending largely on 
farming, the seafood industry, for-
estry and recreational sport fi shing 
for income. Many employees of 
Omega Protein live in the district. 

Almost everyone lives in a single-
family home

There�s more farming in the 
district than in any other in the 
county, with fl at fi elds and sandy 
soil conducive to easy agricultural 
operations and good crops. It also 
has more waterfront property—
much of it forests and farmland—
on the Chesapeake Bay and its 
tributaries than any other district.

Adult district residents want 
well-paid jobs near home, low 
taxes, homes safe from pollution 
and crime, good education and 
job opportunities for their chil-
dren, convenient shopping, and 
awareness and preservation of 
their heritage.

I was born and raised in Nor-
thumberland County. I�ve spent 
my entire adulthood working 
here. I take time to talk with dis-
trict residents, many of whom 
I�ve known my whole life. It�s for 
that reason that my service and 
voting record on the Norhumber-
land County Board of Supervisors 
are consistent with their concerns, 
needs and wishes.

Estell: There is little that distin-
guishes District 2 from the other 
districts in the county. Because 
of the convoluted method used 
to draw the district voting lines 
the villages, with the exception 
of Reedville, are shared by two 
supervisors.

Physically each district has 
waterfront development, farm-
land, forests and commercial 
hubs. All the districts include a 
sampling of each of these charac-
teristics.

Development potential is stron-
gest in Callao, Districts 1 and 2, 
and Reedville, District 5. There 
are water and sewer systems in 
both villages and a superb natural 
harbor in Reedville.

Social and economic attributes 
are similarly distributed. The 
specifi c issues are safe water, 
adequate housing, land usage, 
education, employment, and fair 
and equitable tax rates.

All of these issues are prevalent 
in one form or another in all dis-
tricts and are the issues the super-
visors must work collectively to 
resolve.

Swann: I see no attributes that 
distinguish District 2 from the 
other districts. We all share the 
same environmental problems, 
unemployment and lack of low 
income housing.

Beckett: Many District 3 citi-
zens are struggling to make ends 
meet and basic family services are 
important to them. Some of the 
issues are the free health clinic, 
which the county fully funded for 
only the third time in 11 years, 
thanks to a motion by Haynie; 
the absence of a nearby mater-
nity center for a county with the 
second highest infant mortality 
rate in Virginia; the need for a fi re 
station in Heathsville to reduce 
risk and insurance costs; and the 
current utility tax that should be 
repealed because it is unfair to the 
people who can least afford it.

Solving these issues does not 
require a tax and spend policy. 
Most of them simply need super-
visor interest in removing obsta-
cles and red tape so that private 
efforts can move forward.

I plan to spend considerable 
time and energy addressing these 
types of issues because they are 
vitally important. As supervisor, I 
will listen to our citizens, commu-
nicate regularly with them, expose 
the issues, stand up, and sound off 
in behalf of District 3.

This election is a chance to 
put someone in offi ce who cares 
about family issues and will work 
toward solving them.

Long: There are many attri-
butes that unite us rather than 
divide us. District 3 has a water-
front community with many citi-
zens of affl uent means. There are 
also middle class and low income 
members of this district as in all 
districts.

My richer constituents want 
services provided in a timely and 
cost effi cient manner. My middle 
class and lower income citizens 
need better transportation, due to 
the higher cost of gasoline. Home 
heating cost is going to rise; this 
will result in programs to help 
weatherize homes, reduce the 
amount of energy, heating fuel 
assistance and better conservation 
programs in government build-
ings.

Finally, a quality eduction for all 
population segments is necessary. 
The wealthiest constituents ben-
efi t by having a better-educated 
workforce which increases pro-
duction. Middle and low-income 
families want their children and 
grandchildren educated to be pre-
pared for the 21st century technol-
ogy-enhanced work world.

Correction
Susan Leigh Merrick, a candi-

date for the Lancaster board of 
supervisors in District 5, lives in 
Weems.

Retired master trooper recognized
Retired Virginia State Police master trooper W.H. “Smitty” 
Smith was named the Kilmarnock Chamber of Commerce Police 
Offi cer of the Year for 2004. Smith retired from full-time duties 
with Area 2 of the state police serving the Northern Neck after 
nearly 33 years of service. He was one of 82 master troopers in 
the force at the time of retirement. Smith’s son, state trooper 
Troy Smith, transferred from New Kent to replace Smith, whose 
badge number is now worn by his son. From left are his daugh-
ter Tina Smith, Chamber president Dr. Matthew Shiffl ett, retired 
master trooper Smith, his son, state trooper Smith, and his wife, 
Faye Smith, Lancaster General District Court clerk. (Photo by 
Robb Hoff)

request of an out-of-state family 
member, a complaint from an 
Ottoman area resident about 
annoying telephone calls, a traf-
fi c accident involving a school 
bus in Kilmarnock, a complaint 
from a Middle Gate Road resi-
dent about attempted fraud, a 
complaint of reckless driving in 
the Kilmarnock area, an emer-
gency medical services call in 
the 2400 block of Morattico 
Road, and a trespass complaint 
in the 500 block of North Main 
Street.

October 21: Accidents in the 
600 block of Rappahannock 
Drive and Pittmans Corner, an 
unknown problem complaint in 
the 2100 block of Lara Road, a 
suspicious person complaint on 
Fleets Bay Road that was deter-
mined to involve missionaries, 
and a trespass complaint in the 
500 block of North Main Street.

October 22: A suspicious 
person and trespass complaint 
in the 9500 block of Mary Ball 
Road, vandalism to lawn orna-
ments at a business in the 16100 
block of Mary Ball Road, and 
a single-vehicle accident on 
Pinckardsville Road.

October 23: A domestic drunk 
and disorderly complaint in the 
2600 block of Lara Road and 
a false report of a two-vehicle 
accident with injuries on Devils 
Bottom Road.

October 24: A request from 
Northumberland County author-
ities to help locate and detain 
for interview a suspicious 
person described as a white 
male with brown hair, wearing 
glasses, and driving a gray van 
who approached children at a 
residence in the 1000 block of 
Ditchley Road, then left the area 
when approached by the chil-
dren�s mother.

October 25: Contacted the 
owner of a business on North 
Main Street where a fi re alarm 
activated.

Additionally during the 
week, the staff made eight traf-
fi c stops with one summons 
issued, responded to fi ve build-
ing alarms, made four inmate 
transports, provided motorist 
assistance three times, received 
two calls for animal control ser-
vice and provided traffi c control 
once.

In calls for fi re department ser-
vice, the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
traffi c accident in Kilmarnock, a 
false report of a traffi c accident on 
Devils Bottom Road, and a busi-
ness fi re alarm in the 400 block 
of North Main Street. The White 

Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffi c accident on 
Chases Farm Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Wayne Middleton
reported three felony arrests 
and 13 misdemeanor arrests last 
week.

Jeffery James Tarleton, 49, of 
Heathsville was charged with 
a felony count of driving after 
being found to be a habitual 
offender and with misdemeanor 
counts of reckless driving and 
eluding.

Vincent O�Neal Noel, 23, of 
Heathsville was charged with a 
probation violation.

Terry Lamont Parker, 30, of 
Burgess was charged October 21 
with a probation violation.

A 36-year-old Heathsville man 
was charged October 17 on a 
Lancaster County warrant with 
failure to appear in the Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court.

A 32-year-old Lottsburg man 
was charged October 17 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

An 18-year-old Reedville man 
was charged October 17 with 
contributing to the delinquency 
of a minor.

A 23-year-old Heathsville 
woman was charged October 
18 with failure to appear in the 
General District Court.

A 49-year-old Callao man 
was charged October 19 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

A 25-year-old Richmond 
woman was charged October 19 
with failure to stop for a school 
bus.

A 35-year-old Callao woman 
was charged October 20 with 
obstruction of justice.

A 40-year-old Burgess man 
was charged October 20 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Callao man was charged 
October 21 with making threat-
ening phone calls.

A 38-year-old Heathsville man 
was charged October 22 with 
appearing in public in an intoxi-
cated condition.

A 32-year-old Callao woman 
was charged October 23 on a 
Richmond County warrant with 
failure to appear in the General 
District Court.

A 47-year-old Heathsville 
woman was charged October 23 
with making threatening tele-
phone calls.

A 43-year-old Warsaw woman 
was charged October 23 with 
appearing in public in an intoxi-
cated condition.

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-

thumberland school board 
recently adopted a new policy 
for reviewing construction pro-
posals.

The Private-Public Education 
Facilities and Infrastrcuture Act 
should save the board the cost of 
architectural designs and speci-
fi cations for projects that it may 
not be able to afford, said super-
intendent Clint Stables. The 
procedure allows companies to 
approach the school district with 
unsolicited proposals. The policy 
requires that the board announce 
that it is considering a proposal 
and allow 45 days for other par-
ties to bid on the project. The 
board may still solicit proposals 
in the traditional manner. 

Among other business at its 
October meeting, the board told 
cafeteria workers that it could 
not guarantee them a certain 
number of paid days per year. 
The cafeterias are entirely self 

supporting. Although the school 
system does try to pay for days 
missed due to weather, in a case 
of extended school closures it 
could not promise to pay for 
days when cafeteria workers 
don�t work. The board asked the 
cafeteria workers to return with 
other concerns at budget time. 

Stables said he has asked the 
schools� insurance company to 
take a look at the kitchen fl oors in 
the high school and elementary 
school to see if they are unsafe. 
Cafeteria workers say they slip 
on the surface even when its dry. 
The board also asked the work-
ers to look into requiring food 
service-appropriate shoes as part 
of the uniform. 

The school system is prepar-
ing to launch a new website. The 
new site should be up and run-
ning within the next month and 
will include sports schedules and 
calendars, homework assign-
ments and school board meeting 
information.

New policy could reduce
school construction costs

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER —The county 

planning commission unani-
mously (7-0) recommended last 
week that Lancaster�s supervi-
sors take steps to comply with 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation standards for new 
subdivision roads.

If approved, the change 
would require wider roads in 
subdivisions than currently per-
mitted through a private road 
exception.

Planning/land use director 
Jack Larson said the change 
would require the removal of 
the exception and defi nition 
for private road in the county�s
subdivision ordinance. He said 
the intent would be for new 
subdivision roads to meet the 
standards required for the state 
to take the roads into the state 
system.

Larson said subdivision resi-
dents often look for the state or 
county to take over private roads 
when developers poorly con-
struct the roads, leaving behind 
problems like inadequate drain-
age. He said even when prop-
erty owners are given notice in 
advance that public funds will 
not be used to fi x problems 
with private roads, the problem 
of road maintenance still arises 
with VDOT.

“They have had some experi-
ence that tells them this is the 
way to go,” said Larson.

VDOT has already taken 
measures to urge county com-
pliance with the road require-
ments.

“Our rural road funding has 
already been pulled until we 
adopt it,” said Larson.

The commission recom-
mended the change with fur-
ther review by the supervisors 
of whether or not passageway 
off subdivision roads should be 
permitted for two or four lots 
without requiring the state stan-
dards of construction or sepa-
rate driveways to access the 
properties from a main road.

Larson said Carter White of 
VDOT�s Warsaw residency had 
recommended two instead of 
four.

During a public hearing on 
the proposed ordinance change, 
two speakers questioned the 
requirements for roads to 
waterfront lots because of the 
topography and the additional 
impervious cover the require-
ment would force where such 
impervious cover is regulated 
through ordinances for the 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
Act.

“The Bay Act should trump 
them,” said Joe Urban of Lan-
caster.

Sam Marshall of Mosquito 
Point added that some areas 
would be undevelopable if state 
standards for road construction 
were used.

Commission member Donald 
McCann noted that subdivi-
sion road construction is also 
currently under review by the 
federal highway administration 
and the fi ndings could contrast 
with the VDOT requirements.

“So we will be back and 
address this thing,” said 
McCann.
Upcoming issues

Larson brought up the issue of 
increasing minimum lot sizes in 
zoning districts for residential 
development. He said whereas 
he used to have two or three 
requests a week for property 
subdivision, he is now handling 
three or four per day.

“I�m telling you, this county
is getting broken up,” said 
Larson.

By consensus, the commis-
sion agreed to include consid-
eration of lot size increases in 
the county�s comprehensive 
plan update, which is planned 
for 2006.

The board of supervisors� rep-
resentative to the commission, 
Ernest W. Palin Jr., said he does 
not want to see some residents 
get priced out of the market as 
development occurs.

McCann agreed that the com-
prehensive plan update has to 
take that into account.

“I think that�s a huge compo-
nent of what we have to look at 
with the comprehensive plan,” 
said McCann.

Larson also noted  that a draft 
of the county�s capital improve-
ment plan for projects costing 
more than $10,000 will be on 
the commission�s November 17 
agenda.

Future
subdivision
roads could
require state
standards
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