
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
WARSAW—It’s record-breaking wet. 
“Water is standing in places where it’s never stood before,” said Richmond County Extension Agent

Kelly Liddington. “One guy said he even had water standing on the side of a hill.”
Well, that may be a bit of an exaggeration, but water is pooling in spots where it never has, thanks to

almost daily rains in the North-
ern Neck and Middle Peninsula. 

Statewide, the summer of 2004 
is shaping up to be the wettest 
on record. 

According to Keith Lynch of 
the National Weather Service in 
Wakefi eld, the previous rainiest 
summer (June, July and August) 
in Richmond was in 1969 when 
27.57 inches fell. Right now, 
with another week still left in 
August, Richmond has logged 
25.99 inches. 

And the weather forecast 
sounds like a broken record for 
the remainder of the month: 
Sunny and mid-80s during the 
day with a chance of thunder-
storms and showers in the after-
noon. 

“We’ll probably crack the top 
fi ve for sure,” said Lynch. “After 
August, we’ll defi nitely see 2004 
in the top fi ve wettest summers 
on record.” 

Sitting in the number fi ve 
spot is 22.68 inches, an amount 
already surpassed in Richmond. 
Rainfall of 9.93 inches in June 
actually broke the record of 9.24 
inches for that same month set 
in 1938. 

Locally, we’ve also surpassed 
the norms. 

According to reports from the 
Eastern Virginia Research Center 
in Warsaw, some 4.79 inches of 
rain was recorded there in June, 

Thursday, August 26, 2004       •        Kilmarnock, Virginia        •        Eighty-seventh Year        •         Number 46        •       Three  Sections      •       50¢

by Robb Hoff
KILMARNOCK—Combine a plan for a walk-in 

closet with an idea about rainwater use in the Carib-
bean and the next thing you know you've got 20-foot 
banana trees growing inside.

That's how it worked out for Dr. James Hamilton and 
his wife, Debbie, whose home on the eastern branch 
of the Corrotoman River now features a 20-foot high 
greenhouse atrium with 1,000 square feet that teems 
with plants and tropical trees such as banana, fi g, lime, 
lemon and grapefruit.

"My wife needed a closet," said Dr. Hamilton. 
"That's how all of this started."

Somehow the plan to add a closet planted the 
seed for a tropical atrium, and the developing design 
required attention to details. Transparent polycarbonate 
wall and ceiling panels with insulating value would 
provide the light. Vertical panels along the atrium ridge 
open to allow excess heat to escape in the summer, 
and propane heat keeps the winter temperature at a 
minimum of 55 degrees.

Besides light and temperature control, another con-
sideration arose —water, and lots of it. Reluctant to use 
well water because of its potential damaging effects to 
the plants, the Hamiltons opted for rainwater. To keep 
a suffi cient supply required more than rain barrels, so 
Dr. Hamilton designed something more effi cient—a 
cistern to collect rainwater from the roof.

"I got this idea from a house down in the Caribbean," 
said Dr. Hamilton. "There is no groundwater down 
there."

The Hamiltons’ cistern is a concrete block structure 
six-feet wide, six-feet deep and 21-feet long that holds 
about 4,000 gallons of rainwater. It contains a rubber 
liner like that used to line ornamental ponds and an 
overfl ow pipe prevents the cistern from exceeding its 
capacity. Rainwater is directed to the cistern through 
about 50-feet of four-inch PVC pipe gutter that drains 
some 800 square feet of roof. When the plants need 
rain, the water is pumped from the cistern by a shallow 
well pump. 

"You'd never run out of water," said Dr. Hamilton. 

"We don't use it for anything else but the plants and 
washing our cars."

Debbie Hamilton has seen the benefi ts of the cistern 
system in the thriving success of the plants that the 
rainwater has nourished. The banana trees have grown 
from about three-feet high to 20 feet in less than a 
year.

"People don't know how simple it is, and a lot of 
people love to garden," she said.

Besides its value as a water supply, the cistern 
also provides a measure of erosion, sediment, and 
nutrient pollution relief by diverting roof stormwater 
from draining downhill toward the river.

"It helps with the runoff because you don't have all 
that water running down the valleys," said Dr. Hamil-
ton.

The cistern was covered with the end of a concrete 
pad laid for the construction of a two-story addition 
that houses a workshop on the ground fl oor and master 
bedroom on the second fl oor. The master bedroom 
overlooks the atrium and is connected to the upstairs of 
the existing house by a walkway.

"It's kind of pleasant to walk out and see your plants 
growing," Dr. Hamilton said.

The plant varieties include ferns, herbs, hibiscus, 
red ginger, angel's trumpet, frangipani, Norfolk Island 
pines, the many fruit trees and pineapple plants that 
Debbie Hamilton is looking forward to harvest.

"It takes three years before you get the actual fruit 
mature enough to eat," she said. "There's nothing better 
than fresh pineapple."

While the Hamiltons may 
have to wait for pineapples, they 
didn’t have to wait to enjoy the 
fruits of their labor. 

Nor will Debbie Hamilton 
have to wait for the closet that 
started it all. Amidst all of the 
atrium plans, the Hamiltons did 
not forget to include the closet 
she wanted in the bedroom of the 
addition.

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
KILMARNOCK—As hurri-

canes Bonnie and Charley tore 
across the Atlantic earlier this 
month, forecasters reiterated 
warnings that the 2004 hurricane 
season could be a gnarly one. 

The National Hurricane Center 

Rainwater cistern aids 
indoor tropical garden

With a 20-foot 
banana tree 

climbing in the 
background, Dr. 

James and 
Debbie Hamilton 
stand amidst the 
layers of foliage 
in their "green-
house" atrium.

‘04 summer could be wettest
on record for Commonwealth

A rainbow was a welcomed sight Saturday evening after heavy rains dumped more than an inch 
of rain on parts of Middlesex and Mathews counties. The storm moved down the Rappahannock 
River, also hitting lower Lancaster County. 

Two weeks ahead of schedule, corn crops are dry and ready
for harvesting. Despite the wet weather, it should be a bumper
crop. 

Above is a NOAA satellite image of Charley, the third tropical storm of the 2004 Atlantic hur-
ricane season, taken at 8:15 a.m. EDT on August 10. (Photo courtesy of NOAA.)

Take heed: The 2004 ‘Hairycain’ season ain’t over yet 
is calling for 12 to 15 tropical 
storms this year, with six to eight 
storms becoming hurricanes and 
two to four of these becoming 
major hurricanes (Category 3 or 
higher).

During an average season, two 
to three hurricanes make land fall 

in the continental U.S.
The season is off to a whirl-

wind start. The fi rst hurricane, 
Alex, grazed the Outer Banks of 
North Carolina on August 9 just 
as Bonnie, the second storm of 
the season, headed toward the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The third storm, Charley, 
formed over the eastern Carib-
bean the same day. Strengthen-
ing to a Category 4, it bulldozed 
across Florida on Friday, August 
13.

Forecasters then feared that 
Charley would head up the Ches-
apeake Bay. Those listening to 
local radio station WRAR heard 
predictions of 15 to 25 mph winds 
and heavy rain. Those listening to 
Washington, D.C., stations heard 
a scarier report of 60 mph winds. 
Many people spent the morning 
of August 14 pulling in lawn fur-
niture and preparing for the worst 
as rains strengthened. 
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Brass Polishing
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g

Auditions
“That Winslow Woman”

Saturday, August 28 • 7 p.m.
Sunday, August 29 • 3 p.m.

Actors - Actresses - Back Stage
The Arts Building

Rt. 200, Kilmarnock
A Center for the Arts Production

435-2400

SINCE 1965

Howard Miller Clock Service Rep.

GRANDFATHER, MANTEL & SHIP CLOCKS
ANTIQUE & NEW

CLOCK REPAIRS

John C. Willis, Clock Maker,
804-776-9900

CONRAD’S UPPER DECK:
Waterside restaurant overlooking
Rappahannock River, specializing in
fresh local seafood.  Extensive all you
can eat buffet plus a full menu.  Boat
dockage.  Friday & Saturday only 5-9
pm (D) Route 624, Mollusk 462-7400.

BAY BREEZE DELI:
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Breakfast all day!  Open late. Daily
specials.  Mon. - Sat. -  6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sun.- 6 a.m.- 4 p.m. Lancaster Square,
Kilmarnock. 435-7796.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
DIXIE DELI:
Family owned and operated (forever!)
Serving lunch 5 days a week, Mon-
Fri., 10:30-3:00, Subs, soup, our fa-
mous potato & chicken salad and
sandwiches, 50 Irvington Rd.,
Kilmarnock 435-6745.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
LEE'S RESTAURANT:
Hometown cooking and atmosphere
in a popular downtown Kilmarnock
tradition. Full menu, local seafood in
season. (B,L,D) Main St., Kilmarnock.
435-1255.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
PIPER’S PUB & TEA ROOM:
The finest in Celtic cuisine. Live
music Wed. thru Sat.. Wed.-Open
mike 7 pm; Thurs.-Laurie Keith-7pm;
Fri. Ceilidh Night 6-8 pm (traditional
Scottish music headliners & buffet);
Sat.-different headlines. Wed. thru
Sat.-open for lunch 11:30-2:30;
Dinner Wed., Thursday & Sat.-5
until, Fri.y 6 until.    37 N. Main St.,
Kilmarnock. 435-7178.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
SANDPIPER RESTAURANT:
Est. 1982. Casual relaxed dining with
friendly service. Featuring nightly spe-
cials, charbroiled steaks and fresh sea-
food dishes. Full menu. (D) Route 3, White
Stone. 435-6176.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dining Guide
TRADITIONAL

DINING

TRADITIONAL
DINING

DOCK ‘N DINE

SANDPIPER REEF RESTAURANT:
4 Star Dining on the Piankatank.
Friendly, local atmosphere. Fresh sea-
food, prime beef. Thurs-Sat. 5-9. Sun.
11:30-2. Special Parties-Off Nights.
Reservations accepted. Off Rt. 198 in
Mathews County. (D). 725-3331.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THAI POT: Authentic Thai cuisine.
Serving lunch and dinner.  Dine in and
carry-out.  Hours:  Lunch 11am-3pm.
Dinner 5pm-10pm., Mon.-Sat. Catering
available.  238 N. Main St., Kilmarnock,
436-Thai.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S GUILD &
CAFÉ LOTTÉ : Great BBQ Ribs,
chicken, homemade salad, delicious
desserts & more. Serving lunch  Mon.-
Thurs. 11-3, Lunch and dinner Fri. -
Sat. 11-8. Closed Sundays. 529-5938
Lottsburg, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE STEAMBOAT RESTAURANT:
Enjoy casual dining while overlooking the
beautiful Piankatank River Golf Club. We
offer a traditional lunch menu, gourmet
and traditional evening menus and Sun-
day Brunch selections. Open Tues.-Sat.,
11:00 am - 2:30 pm, Thurs., Fri. & Sat.
evenings 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm, and Sun-
day Brunch 10:30 am - 2:00 pm. Ban-
quets, functions and group outings also
available. Call 776-6589 (Reservations
suggested). Located off Rt. 33 at 629,
Hartfield, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
TOBY'S:
Casual dining, fresh seafood, steaks,
chops & pasta.  Open 7 days at 3 pm.
(D) 804-776-6913.  Deltaville, just off
Rt. 33.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
WILLABY’S:
Comfortable casual atmosphere. Fea-
turing daily chef's specials, gourmet
burgers & delectable desserts. Eat in
or carry out available. Monday-Satur-
day 11-3. Items available for take home
until 4:00. White Stone. (L) 435-0044.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department

Open House & Car Wash

Saturday, August 28
9 am till 2 pm

to benefit apprentice membership for training, etc.

Locusville Plantation
c. 1855

Wed.-Sun.
9-5

“Using Farm Methods of our Heritage”
Tour our Gardens and visit our store
Vegetables • Herbs • Eggs • Folk Art

583 Slabtown Rd. • Lancaster, VA  •  (804) 462-0002
1/2 mile past Ottoman on Rt. 354, left on Slabtown Rd, 1/2 mile on left

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS
located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center,

Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166
ADULTS: $7.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $5.00

SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $5.00
ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $5.00 FOR EVERYONE

* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

SUN. 8/29
ANACONDAS (PG13)
2:30, 4:45, 7:20
OPEN WATER (R)
3:00, 5:15, 7:30
EXORCIST (R)
2:15, 4:45, 7:15
ALIEN VS PREDATOR (PG13)
2:10, 5:00, 7:25
PRINCESS DIARIES 2 (G)
2:00. 4:30, 7:00

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 804-443-0837
FRI. - SAT. 8/27-28
ANACONDAS (PG13)
2:30, 4:45, 7:20, 9:40
OPEN WATER (R)
3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:25
EXORCIST (R)
2:15, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45
ALIEN VS PREDATOR (PG13)
2:10, 5:00, 7:25, 9:35
PRINCESS DIARIES 2 (G)
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

MON - THUR. 8/30-9/2
ANACONDAS (PG13)
4:45, 7:20
OPEN WATER (R)
5:15, 7:30
EXORCIST (R)
4:45, 7:15

ALIEN VS PREDATOR (PG13)
5:00, 7:25
PRINCESS DIARIES 2 (G)
4:30, 7:00

No one under
17 admitted
to R Rated

films without
parent or adult

accompaniment
- ID’s required★ ★

donk’s
THEATER

IN MATHEWS, VA
Phone (804) 725-7760

VIRGINIA S Lil Ole Opry presents:

  

Saturday • August 28, 2004 • 8 p.m.  
★  PLUS  ★

★ All the Opry Regulars ★
★ Shades of Country ★

★ Uncle Jimmy Wickham ★
Adults: $12.00 • Children under 12: $2.00

TICKETS: 
N&N Services, Woods Cross Roads 693-7614

Country Casuals, Mathews 725-4050
Carolina Bar-B-Q, Gloucester Pt. 684-2450 

Lynne s Family Res tau rant, Mathews 725-9996
Country Flower Shop, Hudgins (next to Donk s) 725-5222

Seabreeze Res tau rant, Gwynn s Island 725-4000
The Mathews County Visitor Center 725-4229

Website: www.donkstheater.com
For Information and Reservations 725-7760

ROUTE 198 at HUDGINS

Troy Hedspeth
Returns to Donk's

   

ANACONDA II (PG 13 1HR 35 MIN 
Fri. , Sat., Sun.  
(2:30, 4:30), 6:30, 8:30
Mon., – Thurs.  (4:30), 6:30, 8:30

(804) 693-2770
(804) 693-7766HILLSIDE CIN E MA

7321 J. CLAYTON HIGHWAY, GLOUCESTER, VA.• SCHEDULE FOR  08/13–08/19

Visit us at www.hillsidecinema.com or www.hc22.com for show times. 
To print money-saving coupon click on certifi cate then free stuff icon.

Students ,  Senior  C i t izen & Act ive  Mi l i tary  $3.50 for  a l l  shows
Chi ldren under 2yrs.  (any show) FREE/Chi ldren 2 to16yrs.  (any show) $3.50

**Shows in  parentheses  (  )  a l l  seats  $3.50/Adul t s  a l l  shows on & af ter  6pm $5.50**

Admission, Medium Drink and Medium Popcorn are all for  $6.00Monday - Ladies Special

THE MANCURIAN CANDIDATE(R)     
Fri. , Sat., Sun.           2HRS 10 MIN     
(1:15, 3:45), 6:15, 8:45 
Mon., – Thurs.  (3:45), 6:15, 8:45

28

Sept. 4th

Items from all over the world.
NEW:  African Art by

African Art Restorations
Gallery of Richmond

Photography by Susan Bach

26 Thursday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Rappa-
han nock Westminster-Canter-
bury.
Bingo is played at the Ameri-
can Legion Post 86 on Waverly 
Av enue in Kil marnock at 7 p.m.
Laurie Keith and Jack Bagby 
play Louisiana jazz, blues and 
folk music at Piper’s Pub in 
Kil marnock from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Din ner reservations recom-
mended. Call 435-7178.
The Richmond County Fair is 
held at the fair grounds off His-
toryland Highway in Warsaw 
from 6 to 10 p.m. Farm ani-
mals, music, rides, food, arts, 
crafts. The Shane Cooley Band 
will play at 8:45 p.m. 333-3420.
Mahjong will be played at 10 
a.m. at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone. Bring a sand-
wich. Drinks and dessert pro-
vided. Tables of three or four; 
$2 per person. 435-2024.
The VIMS After Hours Lec-
ture Series will present “Sea-
horses of the Chesapeake and 
Beyond” from 7 to 8 p.m. at 
the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science at Gloucester Point. 
684-7846.
A Rounds Workshop will be 
held at Freeshade Community 
Center in Syringa by the Step-
ping Stones Square Dance 
Club. A beginner session 
begins at 7 p.m., and an 
advance session follows at 
8:30 p.m.
The Democratic Committee 
for Northumberland County 
meets at 7 p.m. at the Nor-
thumberland Public Library in 
Heathsville.
A WalkAmerica Kickoff will 
be held at 5:30 p.m. at Chesa-
peake Bank Training Center on 
School Street in Kilmarnock. 
Team captains and all folks 
interested in walking or fielding 
a team in the October 3 event 
are urged to attend. 435-3476.
Freshman Registration will 
be held at Lancaster High 
School from noon to 3:30 p.m.

27 Friday
Narcotics Anonymous meets 
at 8 p.m. in Charterhouse in 
Kilmarnock. 580-4400.
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lan caster Ruritan Cen ter in 
Lively at 7:30 p.m.
Piper’s Pub  in Kilmarnock 
hosts a traditional ceilidh from 
6 to 8 p.m. with a buffet 
of Scot tish and Irish foods 
accompa nied by vocal and 
instrumental pieces, bagpipes, 
Scottish Highland dancing and 
Irish step dancing. 435-7178.
Dave Long is featured on the 
piano from 6 to 9 p.m. at Bam-
bery’s Restaurant in Heaths-
ville. For dinner reserva tions, 
call 580-8181.
The Richmond County Fair is 
held at the fair grounds off His-
toryland Highway in Warsaw 
from 6 to 10 p.m. Farm ani-
mals, music, rides, food, arts, 
crafts. Laymetha Reed and the 
Sounds of Rapture perform 
at 7:30 p.m.; Church Yard 
Grass performs at 8:45 p.m. 
333-3420.
The Janet Martin Band plays 
at 7:30 p.m. at Concerts on the 
Commons in Irvington.

28 Saturday
Steve Keith returns  to Piper’s 
Pub in Kil marnock. The show 
starts at 8 p.m. Dinner 
reserva tions rec ommended; 
call 435-7178.
Country Music is featured at 
Donk’s Theater on Route 198 
in Mathews at 8 p.m. Call 
725-7760 for ticket informa-
tion..
The Richmond County Fair is 
held at the fair grounds off His-
toryland Highway in Warsaw 
from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Farm 
animals, music, rides, food, 
arts, crafts. Sweet Justice per-
forms at 5 p.m.; Wild Country 
Band per forms at 8:30 p.m. 
333-3420.
A Creepy Crawly Program 
will be held at Belle Isle State 
Park at 12:30 p.m.
A Mud Bog will be held 
at the Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Fire Department pavil-
ion grounds off Route 3 in 
Lively. Pavillion grounds open 
at 8 a.m.; regis tration closes at 
noon.  The first round begins at  
12:30 p.m.
Auditions For “That Winslow 
Woman” by Brad Stephens of 
Irvington will be held at 7 p.m. 
at The Arts Building in Kilmar-
nock. 435-2400, or 435-1308.
A Back-to-School-Fun-Day 
sponsored by the Community 
Crusaders will be held at 514 
Cedar Point Road in Heaths-
ville from noon to 4 p.m. 
A Community Lasagna Din-
ner will be held from 5 to 
7 p.m. at St. Francis De 
Sales Hall on Church Street 
in Kilmarnock to support Luke 
Bessler’s Eagle Scout Project. 
$7. For tickets, contact Dr. 
Bessler at Bay In ternists, or 
call 435-0757.

29 Sunday
The Widowed Persons Ser-
vice for Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties holds 
its lunch brunch at Kentucky 
Fried Chicekn in Kilmarnock 
im mediately fol low ing church 
ser vices.
Auditions For “That Winslow 
Woman” by Brad Stephens of 
Irvington will be held at 3 p.m. 
at The Arts Building in Kilmar-
nock. 435-2400, or 435-1308.

30 Monday
The Historyland Community 
Workshop meets at the Lan-
caster Woman’s Club club-
house from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Brown bag lunch. Visitors wel-
come.
Party Bridge is featured at 
11:30 a.m. at the Northumber-
land Woman’s Club in Lotts-
burg. Bring a sandwich. Side 
dishes, dessert and beverages 
provided. $5. For reservations, 
call 580-8205.

31 Tuesday
Narcotics Anonymous meets 
at 7 p.m. at Charterhouse in 
Kilmarnock.
“Surfin’ the Net,” a com puter 
workshop with Richard Emory  
for middle and high school stu-
dents, is from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
Northumber land Public Library 
in Heathsville. 580-5051.
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presby terian Church in 
Weems. 462-7125.
Open House will be held 
at Lancaster Primary School 
be ginning with the preschool 
at 5:30 p.m.; kindergarten, 6 
p.m.; first grade, 6:30 p.m.; 
second grade, 7 p.m.; and third 
grade, 7:30 p.m.

Septem ber
1 Wednes day
The Kiwanis Club meets at 
7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews Pres-
byte rian Church in Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for Kil-
marnock, Irvington and White 
Stone meets at 12:30 p.m. 
at Rappa hannock Westminster-
Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 3 p.m. at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church 
in Kil marnock. 438-5127.
Piper’s Pub in Kilmarnock 
hosts an acoustic jam session 
open to all musicians, begin-
ning at 7 p.m.  For dinner 
reserva tions, call 435-7178.
A Grief Support Group meets 
at 4 p.m. at the White Stone 
United Methodist Church. 
435-7585.
All Small Sail Boat Owners 
are invited to participate in a 
race for fun on Carter’s Creek, 
beginning at 6 p.m. The race is 
sponsored by the Rappahan-
nock River Yacht Club.
“Rhythms and Rhymes” with 
Tonya Carter  begins at 10 
a.m. at the Lancaster Com-
munity Li brary in Kilmarnock. 
435-1729.
Open House will be held at 
Lancaster Middle School for 
the fourth grade from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m.; and grades five 
through eight, 4 to 6 p.m.

1 Wednes day
Registration will be held at 
Northumberland County public 
schools from 2 to 6 p.m.
School Physicals will be con-
ducted from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at the Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic for children in 

Music fi lls the fair
Sweet Justice (above) will entertain crowds at the Richmond County Fair on Saturday, August 
28, from 5 to 7:45 p.m. The fairgrounds in Warsaw will be open from 6 to 11 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 26, 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Friday, August 27, and 9 a.m. to midnight on Saturday. Thurs-
day night entertain ment includes Nomini Creek at 7:45 p.m. and The Shane Cooley Band at 8:45 
p.m. On Friday, Laymetha Reed and Sounds of Rapture perform at 7:30 p.m. followed by Church 
Yard Grass at 8:45 p.m. Wild Country Band returns at 8:30 p.m. on Saturday. For a complete 
listing of fair activities, visit www.richmondcountyfair.com, or call 333-3420. 

(continued on page A3)

43 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA804-436-0011

Vitamins & Minerals for the entire family
Sports Nutrition & Weight Loss Products
Wide variety of Herbal & Medicinal Teas

Gift Certificates

Drink Penta® water for
amazing health benefits!

ADVERTISEADVERTISE
ADVERTISE
4 3 5 - 17 0 1

Get things out from
underfoot with Classifieds
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OPEN TO THE PUBLICOPEN TO THE PUBLICOPEN TO THE PUBLICOPEN TO THE PUBLICOPEN TO THE PUBLIC

WHITE STONE’S

FRIDAYS BY THE RIVERFRIDAYS BY THE RIVERFRIDAYS BY THE RIVERFRIDAYS BY THE RIVERFRIDAYS BY THE RIVERFRIDAYS BY THE RIVERFRIDAYS BY THE RIVERFRIDAYS BY THE RIVERFRIDAYS BY THE RIVERFRIDAYS BY THE RIVER
Sponsored by the White Stone Business Association

Friday, August 27th
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm

ICE HOUSE FIELD
Food by the

Band Boosters
Soft Drinks
Beer & Wine!

DJ by Bill Goss

Golden Sponsor:
Bank of Lancaster

• Ornamentals • Premium Nursery Stock • Grasses

•  Culinary & Medicinal Herbs  •  Native & Wetland Specimens •
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An eclectic collection for
aesthetic reflection

804-435-0531
 81 S. Main • Kilmarnock, Va.

For happy gardeners . . .

Greenpoint Nursery, Inc.

The Irvington Chamber of Commerce
& Village Improvement Association

Presents the

Janet Martin Band

Friday, August 27
7:30 PM

The Gazebo on Irvington Commons
King Carter Drive

Bring your family and friends to enjoy Janet Martin’s Music for Everyman.
A unique blend of blugrass, gospel, blues and rock

Come early with your chairs and picnics to enjoy this FREE
“Concert on the Commons”

For more information call Mary Ellen Tetrick @ 438-9058

238 ORIGINAL ART WORKS ~ ALL FOR SALE ~ VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE!

Considered one of the premier regional
shows . . . a wonderful opportunity
to start or add to your private collection.

Presenting our 43rd ANNUAL
LABOR DAY SHOW

Rappahannock Art League
19 North Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482 — 804.436.9309

Our Gallery on Main Street Will Be Open Special Hours—10 ’til 5—Each Day During the Show

FREE
ADMISSION

Show judge is Ron Haynie, director of the Watkins Gallery and Collection
at American University in Washington, D.C.  Ribbons to be awarded:  Best
in Show; People’s Choice Best in Show; Blue, Red and Honorable Mention

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 2004
From 5:00 pm to 7:45 pm

The RICHMOND COUNTY FAIR
presents

SWEET JUSTICE
A local favorite from Urbanna, Sweet Justice
plays some good old classic rock music to get

those feet tapping and those hips moving!
Come join us at the Fairgrounds!

SAL’S
PIZZA

will be closed for vacation
Friday, Aug. 27th thru Thursday, Sept. 2nd.

We will reopen
Friday, September 3rd at 11:00 am.

Open for Lunch &
Dinner,Wednesday

thru Saturday
Lunch 11-3, Dinner

5:30-9, Sunday
Brunch 11-3

Dinner Menu
Entrees served w/fresh

vegetables and your
choice of potato

Chicken & Dumplings, Scottish Beef Pie
Roast of the Day (Weds. & Thurs.), Prime Rib Roast (Fri. & Sat.)

Crab Cakes, Quiche, Seafood Burrito
Lunch Menu

Lunch Salads, Quiche, Tavern Club, Western Chicken Sandwich,
Crab Cake Sandwich, Blackened Cajun Chicken Sandwich, Roast

of the Day
Dinner Appetizers, Homemade Desserts, & Kids Meals

Wine & Beer
Returning Chef & Hostess Willie & Joan

Next to Lancaster Courthouse, (804) 462-0194

“It’s time to get ready”

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Round Trip Motorcoach Service
INCREDIBLE PRICES
BEST CABINS STILL

AVAILABLE

Holland America’s ms Maasdam sails again
to the Eastern Caribbean from Norfolk

Jan. 27-Feb. 6, 2005

■ Del. Pollard to speak
Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr. on September 8 will dis-

cuss “waterfront owners’ riparian rights” at a Grace 
Episcopal Church Men’s Breakfast.

The breakfast begins at 7:30 a.m. at the church in 
Kil marnock.

■ Art show planned
The Art League of Glouces ter will host “All About 

Art,” a fi ne art and craft show and sale, on October 
23.

The show will be held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Main Street Center in Gloucester. Artists and artisans 
seeking entry may call R. Bumgarner at 693-4765 for 
an application.

■ Supporting the shelter
A yard sale to benefit the Northumberland 

County Ani mal Shelter is held the second Satur-
day of each month from 8 a.m. to noon at the 
Northum berland County School Board office in 
Lottsburg.

■ Crusaders to host party
The Community Crusaders will host a Back-To-

School Fun Day on Saturday, August 28, from 
noon to 4 p.m. at 514 Cedar Point Road in Heaths-
ville. The rain date is August 29, from 3 to 6 p.m. 

There will be games and ac tivities for the kids. 
School supplies will be distributed. All children 
must be accom panied by an adult.

■ Edwardsville celebration set
The annual Edwardsville Day celebration, 

“Powered by Faith in God, Courage, and 
Strength,” will be held September 11. Family 
activi ties will be held at Galilee United Methodist 
Church throughout the day. A parade begins at 1 
p.m.; line-up is at 12:15 p.m.

Vendor booths are $15 per space. Parade parat-
icipant fees are $5 for vehicles and $3 for chil-
dren. Call Rev. Vernell Carter at 580-6176 or Jim 
Long at 580-2497.

■ BBQ to be served
On September 4, the Fairfields United Method-

ist Men will host an annual Labor Day North 
Carolina BBQ. Beginning at 10 a.m. at the church 
in Burgess, BBQ will be sold by the pound, plat-
ter or sandwich. Baked beans, cole slaw, rolls, 
dessert and beverage come with a platter. Call 
ahead for carry outs at 453-2631.

■ Rock the vote
A “Rock the Boat-Rock the Vote” fall fund-

raiser party will be held from 4 to 8 p.m. on 
September 25 at “The Boathouse” at 72 Rappah-
annock Drive in Irvington.

Sponsored by the Lancaster County Democratic 
Committee, the event will feature a speaker, food, 
music and stimulating conversation. Donations of 
$25 per person will be accepted.

Call 438-6407 to RSVP and for directions.

■ Retired teachers to meet
The Lancaster-Northumber land Retired Teachers 

Association will meet October 20 at 10 a.m. at the 
Bank of Lancaster northside branch in Kilmarnock.

All local retired teachers are urged to attend. The 
meeting will begin with a social period with coffee 
and “treats.”

Area Events

1 Wednes day
Middlesex, Lan caster, Richmond, 
Northumebr land and Westmoreland 
coun ties. The free examinations are 
for children who do not have health 
insurance, Medicaid or FAMIS.
The Woman’s Club of White Stone 
meets at 11:30 a.m. at the clubhouse 
in White Stone. Tonya Creasey will 
discuss the Northern Neck Adult Edu-
cation program. A “pot-luck” luncehon 
begins at noon and a business ses-
sion follows at 12:45 p.m. 435-0398.
Orientation for Northumberland High 
School will be held from 7 to 8 p.m.

2 Thursday
The Rotary Breakfast Club meets 
at 7:30 a.m. at Rappa han nock 
Westminster-Canter bury.
Bingo is played at the Ameri can 
Legion Post 86 on Waverly Av enue in 
Kil marnock at 7 p.m.
Laurie Keith and Jack Bagby play 
Louisiana jazz, blues and folk music 
at Piper’s Pub in Kil marnock from 7 
to 9 p.m. Din ner reservations recom-
mended. Call 435-7178.
The White Stone Town Coun cil will 
meet at 7:30 p.m. at the town office.
The Wetlands Board for Northumber-
land County will meet at 7:30 p.m. at 
the court house in Heathsville.
The Marine Corps League 
De tachment will meet at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Callao Volunteer Fire De partment 
building. 443-3806.
The First Thursday Seniors meet at 
11 a.m. at White Stone United Meth-
odist Church. For lunch reservations, 
call 435-3046.
The RFM Modelers meet at 10 a.m. 
at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum. 
435-6529.
The 42nd Annual Labor Day Art 
Show sponsored by the Rappahan-
nock Art League will be held at the 

Kilmarnock Arts Build-
ing from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The show contin-
ues through September 
6. 462-7355.

(Submit calendar items 
to editor@rrecord.com)

Ongoing:
Al-Anon Family Group 
meet ings are on Mon-
days at 7 p.m. at the 
Bethany United 
Methodist Church Hos-
pitality Center; on Tues-
days at 8 p.m. at 
Kil marnock United 

Methodist Church and on 
Thurs days at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall. 435-1935.
AA Meetings are on 
Mondays at noon at 
Palmer Hall (open); on 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall (beginners) 

and at 8 p.m. at Palmer Hall (closed); 
on Thurs days at 8 p.m. at De Sales 
Hall (open); on Wednes days at noon 
at Irvington United Methodist Church 
(Shady Ladies); on Sat urdays at 5 
p.m. at Zoar Baptist Church in Delta-
ville and 8 p.m. at Irvington United 
Methodist Church (open); and on 
Sundays at 7:30 p.m. at White Stone 
United Methodist Church (open). 
435-1935.
The Free Health Clinic for uninsured 
residents of the Northern Neck and 
Middlesex County is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. General clinics also are held 
Tuesday and Thurs day evenings; cli-
ents must register from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. The office is off Harris Drive in 
Kilmarnock.
A Pilates Class  is held at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church in 
Kilmarnock on Mon days and Tues-
days from 7:50 to 8:50 a.m. and 
Thursdays from 9 to 10 a.m. For 
fees and registra tion information, call 
Renais sance in Motion at 529-5949. 
An Immunization Clinic is held 
on Tuesdays by appoint ment only  
from 9 to 11 a.m. at the Lan caster 
County Health De partment in Lan-
caster. 462-5197.
GED Classes are held at the Lan-
caster Middle School Tech nology 
Center in Kilmarnock on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.; the Workforce Enhancement 
Project Center at 8275 Mary Ball 
Road in Lan caster on Tuesdays from 
9 to 11 a.m.; the Adult Learning 
Center in Heathsville on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 6 to 8 p.m. and 
Wednes days from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.; and the Burgess Workforce 
Center in Burgess on Thursdays from 
6 to 8 p.m. A  Dis tance Learning Pro-
gram is available. 580-3152.
Transportation Services for Lan-
caster and Northumber land counties  
are pro vided by Bay Transit Monday 
through Fri day from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on a call-in basis. 435-0141 or 
877-869-6046.
Transportation Services for non-
emergency medical ap point ments in 
the Northern Neck and prescription 
pick-ups is provided by MedCarry. 
435-9791.
The Haven in Richmond County 
holds weekly support group meet ings 
at a confidential loca tion. The Haven 
serves vic tims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault in the North ern 
Neck and Essex County. Other ser-
vices are a 24-hour crisis hotline, 
an emergency shelter and court 
ad vocacy. 333-5370 or 1-800-22-
HAVEN.

Upcoming

Gathering door prizes
Rene Sica (left) and Tim Booth of W. F. Booth & Son Inc. of Kilmarnock 
gather door prizes for Flying Hi Fashion, the annual fashion show and lun-
cheon sponsored by the women of St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church. The 
furniture store do nated several door prizes for the event Semptem ber 14 
at Tommy’s Restaurant in Reedville. Fashions from Foxy in Kilmarnock and 
Wildest Dreams in Burgess will be featured. Tickets are $18 each and may be 
purchased by calling Sica at 580-4476.

(continued from page A3)
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Excerpts  by Henry Lane Hull
Letters to the Editor

Quebec City, Quebec Province, Canada —  
When we left Maine, we decided to take 

the B.E.s to Canada for their fi rst experience in 
a foreign country. True, we had taken them to 
Ontario to see relatives when they were too small 
to remember, but this time we knew they would be 
able to reminisce for years to come.

It is a long ride through the Maine woods to the 
Canadian border, a trip I took twice with my par-
ents as a child, and this time we even found the 
cabin we inhabited for a night way back when. We 
got to the Quebec City to be greeted by the wel-
coming signs proclaiming the city as the “National 
Capital.” On my last visit English General Wolfe’s 
statue had not long before been bombed by sep-
aratists. Here the battle where he defeated the 
French General Montcalm in 1759 in a 15-minute 
surprise battle is still a hot topic.

Tour guides begin their spiel by saying that they 
will entertain any questions with the exception of 
ones about their views on separatism. On tour we 
visited the Plains of Abraham where the battle 
claimed the lives of the two generals, Wolfe on the 
scene and Montcalm the day after from wounds he 
had received. There, as it is a national park, stop 
signs say “Arret” and “Stop,” but on the streets of 
Quebec “Arret” stands alone at every corner.

After the Second World War, Canada became a 
Mecca for displaced persons, a tradition that con-
tinues to this day. We stayed at the only hotel 
directly overlooking the ramparts of the city, the 
Manoir des Remparts, which is under the watch-
ful attention of a delightful Cambodian family, the 
father of which is a gentleman by the name of Siv. 
It was immaculate and the complimentary break-
fast was excellent. I told Siv that I thought he must 
never sleep, since he was ubiquitous. He laughed 
and said he slept while I slept. In U.S. money, the 
room and breakfast for all four came to $100 per 
night.

A particular point of the trip for me was to take 

the B.E.s and my good wife, who also was on her 
fi rst visit to Quebec, to see Montmorency Falls 
a few miles, or should I say “kilometers,” north 
of the city. It is one and a half times higher than 
Niagara, a fact every Quebecois will tell you if 
he sees you are a tourist. There the Montmorency 
River, which drains much of the lower province, 
empties into the Saint Lawrence River. The over-
looks are spectacular, but most exciting is to walk 
across the suspension bridge immediately at the 
precipice.

We went on through the Quebec riverside to 
Sainte Anne-de-Beaupre, stopping for homemade 
ice cream on the Ile d’Orleans, a long, narrow 
island in the middle of the Saint Lawrence. Corn 
was beginning to ripen. But tomatoes have a way 
to go. The growing season is short, but the plants 
look very lush. Back on the north shore of the 
river, we sampled some homemade maple syrup, 
not sweet at all, a very tasty treat on homemade 
bread with a little butter to add more fl avor. Cana-
dians do not like margarine; they want real butter.

Back in the capital, the gentrifi cation of the 
city is extraordinary. The lower part of the city 
along the river is teeming with restaurants, antique 
shops and other tourist attractions. The upper city, 
reached best by the Funiculaire, a moving car 
which goes up as its mate comes down, is also 
awash in tourism. Dominated by Le Chateau Fron-
tenac Hotel, the Dufferin Terrace overlooks the 
river where we saw moored the Holland America 
Line’s “Maasdam,” while its passengers roamed 
the town. The Frontenac is a hotel from the golden 
age of the railroads which built it as a destination 
in the 1890s. We missed high tea from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m., but that leaves a goal for the next trip.

Quebecers, or as they call themselves, “Québé-
cois,” are friendly folks who are justly proud of 
their city’s 400 years of history. Their conserva-
tion and restoration efforts are worthy of their his-
toric past.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

From left are Del. Albert Pollard Jr.,  Carry-On plant manager 
William Hall, Gov. Mark Warner, and  Carry-On eastern region 
sales manager Gary Holbrook.

HB340 and jobs
Elected officials talk all the 

time about economic develop-
ment. I am certainly glad to 
have been a part of crafting leg-
islation to help job creation. 

I don’t think I have ever 
been a part of a bill that has 
had such a direct and unequiv-
ocal impact on job creation 
as HB340, recently signed by 
Gov. Mark Warner. In fact, the 
local manufacturer who asked 
that HB340 be drafted stated 
that they had several hundred 
thousand dollars of sales pend-
ing the passage of this legisla-
tion. If only every jobs bill was 
this easy. 

HB340 was a bill to exclude 
small trailer sellers from 
needing a motor vehicle deal-
ers’ license. The company 
requesting this legislation was 
Carry-On Trailer of Montross.

How does this help jobs? 
Carry-On was limited in its 
sales outlets because retailers 
selling trailers —regardless of 
size, weight or complexity—
received essentially the same 
classification and definition 
from the Motor Vehicle Dealer 
Board (MVDB) as a full-scale 
automobile dealer. 

This meant that smaller out-
lets such as farm and home 
supply retailers did not want the 
additional burden of the cum-
bersome paperwork necessary 
to sell, perhaps, a dozen trailers 
a year. Furthermore, some of 
the large national chains which 
stocked Carry-On’s trailers 

were promoting their licensed 
managers so quickly that the 
MVDB’s paperwork wasn’t 
processed by the time they left. 
State law requires that an indi-
vidual be licensed and not the 
company itself. 

The solution? Legislation 
that exempted any trailer with 
under 3,000 pounds gross 
weight from licensed dealer 
sales. 

As with any task, doing your 
homework pays. My office cir-
culated legislative drafts before 
the 2004 session to all the spe-
cial interests that monitor bills 
affecting motor vehicle legisla-
tion. This helped to deter oppo-
sition and snags holding up the 
legislation. 

It also helped passage that the 
chairman of the House subcom-

mittee overseeing this legisla-
tion had personally experienced 
having to expedite a constitu-
ent’s dealers’ license because 
of the aforementioned prob-
lem at the national chains. The 
legislation sailed through both 
the House and the Senate with 
only one amendment to add an 
emergency passage clause. 

As a wise man once said, 
“There is no social program 
like a job.” HB340 was cer-
tainly not the most technically 
complex piece of legislation 
I’ve ever worked on. Nor is 
it a bill which defines one’s 
legislative career. But some-
times important things can be 
in simple packages. That is 
why I am so proud of this bill 
that directly resulted in jobs 
for our area. 
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(A nostalgic reprint from the 
August 26, 1904, issue of the 
Virginia Citizen.)
Kirkland Grove Camp

For a decade or more, the 
Baptists of Northumberland and 
adjoining counties have gath-
ered annually at Kirkland Grove 
near Heathsville for a ten days’ 
encampment.

The camp was opened Friday, 
August 19, and will close 
Monday morning next. The 
crowd on Sunday was simply 
immense, and large crowds are 
expected throughout the entire 
week. Forty-four of the fifty 
cottages are occupied and over 
350 people are tenting on the 
ground. The grounds have been 
thoroughly cleaned and all the 
cottages repaired and white-
washed.

Owing to the sickness of Dr. 
G. W. Beale, Dr. J.W. Porter, 
of Newport News, has charge 
of the religious part of the 
program. He is being assisted 
by Revs. T.C. Whitehurst and 
Richard Edwards.

The services are about the 
same as in former years, viz: 
morning prayer, childrens’ 
meeting, services at 11 o’clock 
in the morning, 3 o’clock in 
the afternoon and 8 o’clock at 
night. Several conversions have 
already been the result of these 
services.

The singing this year is espe-
cially good and is conducted by
W. Andrew Jones, assisted by
Mrs. Peed and daughter, Miss
Clara. Misses Louise Anderson,
Maud Nelms and others preside
at the organ.

Kirkland Grove has always
been noted for its good behav-
ior, but this year even in that
feature there is a marked
improvement. The hotel, con-
fectionery stands and horse lots
are all prepared to give better
service than ever before. T. E.
Ashburn has made his boarding
tent quite a popular place, and
as a result it is filled each day
almost to overflowing. Frank
Settle is running one confec-
tionery stand, while James G.
Rice is conducting the other.
O.V. Betts has charge of both
horse lots and the horses are
faring well.

Many of the old tenters who
have failed to get to Kirkland
for the past two or three years
are here in force this year and
the social feature is of the best.

Thus ends the first half of the
1904 encampment of Kirkland
Grove, and there is every indi-
cation of even a more success-
ful finish.

(Transcribed by volunteers of
the Genealogy and Research
Center of the Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum and Library.)

Yesteryear in Lancaster

To The Editor:
President Bush proudly pro-

claims, “We have turned the 
corner.” True. Since he took offi ce 
in January 2001, George W. Bush 
has turned many corners. 

After 9/11, he vowed to pursue 
Osama bin Laden until he caught 
him dead or alive, but instead 
he turned the corner and bombed 
Iraq. 

In May 2003, just weeks after 
the war on terrorism began, he 
dramatically announced from the 
deck of an aircraft carrier,”Mission 
accomplished,” while the troops 
cheered the end of major combat 
operations in Iraq. But, nearly 
1,000 of our troops have died and 
thousands more suffer from seri-
ous injuries. 

Before the war, the president 
chose to implement a preemptive 
strike without U.N. approval. 
Recently, with the war going badly, 
he turned a corner and has appealed 
to the U.N. for support. 

Initially opposed to the creation 
of a Department of Homeland 
Security, when his handlers took 
him by the shoulders, he turned 
a corner and now wholeheartedly 
embraces the concept. 

Claiming to have turned the 
corner “when it comes to creating 
jobs for American workers,” he 
apparently turned the wrong corner; 
the jobs aren’t there. 

Tax cuts–another corner turned 
and, if you are in the upper income 
brackets, dependent more on invest-
ment income than salary, you will 
be rewarded. If your income is 
merely average or below, you will 
lose. Even if income taxes are 
reduced, you will still pay a high 
percentage of your wages on health 
care and Social Security. 

No Child Left Behind–what 
could sound like a better idea to 
improve our education system? 
Turns out it’s in serious need of 
structural improvement but, worst 
of all, the president turned the 
corner when it came to adequately 
funding the law. A lot of children 
will be left behind. 

Senior citizens rejoiced when 
Bush promised to make prescrip-
tion drugs available and affordable 
for every senior who needed 
them—but he turned a corner and 
signed a bill that will reduce drug 
benefi ts for millions. 

Mary Kay Davies 
Irvington

Turning corners

To The Editor: 
I think it was General Sun Tzu 

about 500 B.C. who said, “The 
best defense is a good offense.” 
This is truer today than it has ever 
been. If we had struck the Taliban 
and al-Qaida training camps in 
Afghanistan prior to 9/11, there 
would have been no 9/11. 

Of course, we would have suf-
fered the wrath of the politically 
correct crowd who would say 
that we were invading a sover-
eign nation and killing terrorists 
without provocation. Naturally, 
if we had struck Afghanistan 
before 9/11, there would have 
been no way of proving that 
such an intervention did indeed 
prevent an attack because there 
would not have been 3,000 dead 
Americans. It’s an old truth, “It’s 
impossible to prove a negative.”  

Can anyone say that Saddam 
Hussein would not have attacked 
us if given the opportunity? The 
9/11 Report states that Saddam 
and al-Qaida were cooperating 
and coordinating their activities, 
not for 9/11, but for future 
endeavors. I wonder what those 
endeavors would have been if 
we had not moved fi rst. Saddam 
killed 300,000 of his own people 
using methods from torture to 
poison gas, a weapon of mass 
destruction. He also killed thou-
sands of Iranians using the same 
WMD. If given the chance, I do 
not think Saddam Hussein would 
have hesitated to kill as many 
Americans as possible. 

We did in Iraq what we should 
have done in Afghanistan, taking 
the battle to the enemy before 
he could strike us, before 3,000 
more Americans were killed. 
We made the enemy draw-in 
his forces to protect his home 
front, but again, it is diffi cult to 
prove that terrorist attacks have 
been prevented on American soil 
because of our intervention in 
Iraq. Yet there has not been a 
terrorist attack on American soil 
since 9/11. 

Under Saddam, Iraq was a huge 
fi nancial backer of Hezbollah. 
Saddam paid the family of each 
suicide bomber $10,000. Since 
we took out Saddam Hussein, the 
number of suicide bombings in 
Israel has been greatly reduced. 
In fact, terrorist activities have 
been reduced worldwide. We also 
note that Libya, a hotbed of 
state-sponsored international ter-
rorism, has capitulated. 

After having worked and lived 
in the Middle East as a soldier 
and a civilian contractor, my feel-
ing is that we are doing the right 
thing. If, due to political correct-
ness and fear of offending liberal 
opinion, we fail to take this war 
to the terrorists wherever they 
may be, we will falter in our 
resolve and will lose this war just 
as we did in Vietnam, and for the 
same reason. 

However, in this case, failure 
to take the war to the enemy and 
win it will result in thousands of 
dead Americans. God bless our 
soldiers for the sacrifi ces they are 
making to save not only Ameri-
cans, but the world, from terror-
ism. 

Jesse Dize 
Kilmarnock

Supporting
the invasion

To The Editor:
Why now? There has been talk

for years about the reduction of
troops from Europe and other
places in the world.

However, one wonders why
with unrest everywhere in the
world, on the eve of an election,
in the middle of 9/11 commis-
sion hearings, and when there
are growing complaints about
reservists staying in Iraq, this is
being carried out.

Asia is a particularly danger-
ous area. North Korea has long
wanted us out of the south. What
a nice plum for its behavior. Ger-
many is much closer to many
hot spots.

This may be the beginning of
the end of NATO.

If Donald Rumsfeld’s hand-
writing is on this we had better
think twice knowing his misjudg-
ments about the war in Iraq.

The President is hoping this
planned withdrawal will make
him look like he is a “take
charge man.” It reminds one of
him standing on the aircraft car-
rier declaring “mission accom-
plished.”

He is very good at impres-
sions. He is good at distracting
the electorate from other serious
problems here at home. He is the
ultimate politician.

However, we need a leader.
Mary L. Lay
Kilmarnock

Times call 
for a leader

To The Editor:
The following are my reasons

not to vote for John Kerry.
My husband served honorably

for 31 years in the U.S. Army
including two tours in Vietnam.

When Kerry returned from his
four months in Vietnam, with his
now famous medals, he made
a blanket accusation before the
Senate of the United States that
his fellow service members had
committed atrocities while in
Vietnam.

He gave no evidence to back
up his accusations, nor did he
explain why he did not send a
report through command chan-
nels of the atrocities he wit-
nessed so that an appropriate
investigation could take place.
He certainly wasted no time in
writing up every possible com-
mendation for himself, which is
unusual, and then hastened to
request that he be relieved of his
duties and returned home within
a four-month period.

It is one thing to protest a war,
but quite another to accuse those
who served as being without
honor and offering no evidence
to back up such accusations.

Kerry should not have been
elected as senator after staining
the service of so many honor-
able men and certainly should
never be elected President.

Such lack of character and
leadership is not what we need
in a Commander-in-Chief; and
in these troubled times, that is
the greatest responsibility a pres-
ident carries.

Jinx Wright
Irvington

Kerry should 
not be President

To The Editor:
I was dismayed and disap-

pointed to read the series of “Bush 
bashing” letters in the August 19 
issue. I am compelled to take the 
time and effort to refute the let-
ters, and without extensive rebut-
tal details, provide some political 
balance.

One writer employs Kerry’s 
technique of a little truth and then 
broad general condemnation. It 
would take more than the gener-
ous column space provided him 
by the “Record” to list just a 
portion of the fl ip-fl ops and fail-
ures of our part-time senator. Sen. 
Ford had the courage and ethics 
to resign from the Senate when 
he ran for President, not Kerry.

He obviously didn’t major in 
math or logic; his tax criticism 
is fl awed. People with the top 5 
percent incomes pay over 50 per-
cent of the total tax, the 33 per-
cent getting no tax break don’t 
pay any taxes anyway.

A writer chastising the admin-
istration for poor leadership of 
non-coms has apparently received 
an e-mail from a disgruntled 
grunt. If our soldiers are truly 
being treated this way, the writer 
should contact his Congressman 
and the Army IG; I will help 
him.

The lady who is angered by 
Republican funding of “Swift 
Boat Veterans for Truth” must 
be surprised that Democrats are 
paying the guys that Kerry takes 
along with him for scenery and 
validation by signal.

Kerry apparently felt that his  
Vietnam medals didn’t mean any-
thing, except for some free pub-
licity, when he threw them away.

Does the lady seriously believe 
that a politician running for offi ce 
is more truthful than a bunch of 
vets who stand to receive noth-
ing except vindication for being 
called war criminals?

The weekly duty liberal takes 
Cheney to task for selective use 
of Kerry statements, yet ignores 
the fact that Kerry does this every 
day in condemning our president 
with his after-the-fact wisdom. 
Mr. Liberal also berates the vice 
president for a cheap verbal shot, 
then praises Kerry for his ques-
tionable military record and his 
branding of former compatriots 
as “war criminals.”

Don McGonegal
White Stone

Balancing 
the bashing
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Correction
T h e  S t e a m b o a t  E r a  M u s e u m

White Linen Night Progressive Dinner
Jimmie Lee & Edwina Crockett

were Dinner Hosts not Donors

REWARD
$600 CASH - No questions asked
for information leading to the return of
commercial pressure washers &
generator stolen Friday, Aug. 6 on
North Main Street in Kilmarnock.

438-5106 or (804) 370-6851

To The Editor:
The devastation of Hurricane 

Charley is all around me. The situ-
ation for animals in southwestern 
Florida remains dire. We at The 
Humane Society of the United 
States (HSUS) are working around 
the clock to save as many as we 
can. 

The disaster relief center in Punta 
Gorda is taking in rescued, dis-
placed and injured animals, and 
caring for them until they can be 
transferred to local shelters. 

Fresh HSUS Disaster Animal 
Response Teams (DART) are step-
ping up operations in nearby coun-
ties. Our highly trained teams have 
been on site, conducting damage 
assessments from the hurricane 
and coordinating rescues daily with 
county animal control offi cers. 

Thankfully, we’ve had some 
heartwarming successes amid the 
tragedy all around us: There was 
a Lab-mix found pinned under 
a collapsed house, whose injured 
leg was treated at our center and 
who is expected to make a full 
recovery...the bear found wander-
ing the streets of a subdivision, 
miles away from the nearest forest, 
who was tranquilized and trans-
ported safely to a wildlife 
preserve...the stray dog subsisting 
on garbage, who was brought to 
our center in time to be treated 
for internal bleeding...and the des-
perate man, searching for his two 
beloved dogs, who found them alive 
and well at the center. The ecstatic 
reunion that followed brightened 
our sad day. 

The heat index hovers around 
100 degrees, and terrifi ed pets, 
many of whom had been in hiding, 
are roaming in search of food. 
Dozens upon dozens of dogs and 
cats have come in. We’ve even 
taken in goats and raccoons. And 
we’re working closely with local 
and national media to alert citizens 
to what they can do for animals in 
the disaster zone. 

I believe the recovery period 
from this storm will be long and 
diffi cult. The HSUS will be on the 
scene as long as we are needed. 
And you can help, too. Please sup-
port our emergency response by 
making a donation today. Your gift 
will help meet the needs of animals 
by supporting the work of HSUS’s 
disaster response teams—for Hur-
ricane Charley and for future natu-
ral disasters. Call 202-452-1100.

Thank you for caring about pets 
and other animals affected by this 
crisis. 

Laura Bevan
HSUS

HSUS seeks
hurricane help

To The Editor:
The 18-month-long George 

Bush “hate fest” is now occupy-
ing much of the Record’s edi-
torial page. Most of the usual 
suspects are fl ailing away at the 
president and vice-president with 
little regards for facts or logic. 
One of the recent writers sees the 
Swift Boat Vet’s advertisement as 
“a new low.” 

Defending 
the President

To The Editor: 
My husband, Michael, and I owe 

a huge thanks to Michelle Jewell of 
Lancaster County’s Animal Con-
trol for her help in trapping a very 
frightened dog on our property.  

She responded to my call very 
quickly and had trapped and trans-
ferred the animal to a safe crate 
within a very short time. 

Lancaster County is fortunate to 
have such a competent employee. 
She is a good example of the 
improvement that has come to the 
animal shelter in recent years. 

Kathy Morchower
Irvington

Animal shelter
employee thanked

To The Editor: 
Nearly a year ago our commu-

nity experienced the destructive 
power that a hurricane can have. 
Our memories of those disrupted 
days come fl ooding back as we 
learn about the enormous degree of 
devastation that Hurricane Charley 
has caused in Florida. 

The American Red Cross is cur-
rently providing many kinds of 
assistances to help the residents 
of Florida who are suffering from 
destruction caused by the recent 
hurricane. Volunteers from through-
out the southeast are in Florida 
providing food, shelter, and emer-
gency supplies on an enormous 
scale. The residents of Florida are 
depending on the American Red 
Cross to respond to their needs in 
recovering from this disaster. 

Funds are urgently needed to 
help the American Red Cross 
respond to a disaster of this magni-
tude. The Northumberland County 
and River Counties chapters would 
appreciate any donations you can 
make. All American Red Cross 
disaster assistance is free, possible 
by voluntary donations of time and 
money. 

The addresses for the chapters 
are ARC Northumberland County 
Chapter, P.O. Box 103, Heaths-
ville, VA 22473 and ARC River 
Counties Chapter, P.O. Box 915, 
White Stone, VA 22578.

We are prepared to receive your 
gifts and see that they are imme-
diately sent to the American Red 
Cross Disaster Relief Fund, or 
you may send contributions to the 
American Red Cross, P.O. Box 
37243, Washington, D.C. 20013. 

Our thanks to all who help with 
this most urgent need. 

Carol Purdy 
River Counties Chapter 

Larry Wagner
Northumberland Cty. Chapter

Assistance needed

Letters to the Editor
After 18 months of unremitting 

hate and abuse aimed at the presi-
dent by Move On, ACT, Michael 
Moore, Whoppi Goldberg and 
other intellectual dwarves, the 
Swift Boat Vets are a new low? 
Please.

I doubt that any of the Swift 
Boat Vets think that you get mili-
tary medals from the commissary. 
Many of them are also decorated 
veterans who served their coun-
try with honor. Most did not leave 
Vietnam (and their ‘band of broth-
ers’) after four and a half months 
and scarcely any came back to the 
U.S. and joined with the traitorous 
Jane Fonda and others like her.

Why should John Kerry who 
constantly tells of his Vietnam 
exploits not be questioned about 
them? He and his surrogates have 
repeatedly brought up baseless 
allegations about President Bush’s 
National Guard service. I served in 
the Navy in the vicinity of Danang 
one year earlier than Kerry and 
three times as long. I was a volun-
teer.

My duties were directly 
involved with both Swift Boats 
and River Patrol Boats and Ker-
ry’s exploits sound very unusual 
at best. Three purple hearts in 
four months with no signifi cant 
injury is just fi shy and there is 
much more about his story that 
just doesn’t ring true. My main 
issue is that he made a 180-degree 
turn when back in the states, both 
lying about atrocities that he had 
‘observed’ in Vietnam and giving 
comfort to the North Vietnamese 
enemy.

After the war, the North Viet-
namese confi rmed that the U.S. 
protesters led them to continue a 
fi ght they might otherwise have 
abandoned.

I have seen a lot of partisan 
politics, including the vendetta 
against Richard Nixon, but the 
blind hatred and abuse that has 
been and is being directed at our 
President is, for me, a real new 
and depressing low. If the Demo-
crat Party achieves victory in the 
November election, it will have 
come at a very high price for our 
country.

Matthew L. Wood
White Stone

To The Editor:
For many years a much repeated 

quip characterized students 
enrolled in Latin classes. That quip 
was “Latin is a dead language, dead 
as it can be. It killed the Romans 
and now it is killing me.”

Latin will no longer be killing 
any Lancaster County children. It 
is not being included in the eighth 
grade course of studies. The reason 
given by the central offi ce is there 
are not enough students who wish 
to take Latin to make a class.

I regret that the central offi ce’s 
decision was necessary. It is true 
that Latin isn’t necessary to make a 
living, but it can help make a life. It 
saddens me to know that the read-
ing, speaking and writing skills of 
some of the Lancaster County’s 
best students will be affected. For 
example, the Latin word porto 
means carry. Think of the many 
English words that mean carry 
which have as their base porto. No 
other language is the source of as 
many basic English words as the 
Latin language.

Change is ubiquitous. The Latin 
student knows that this word is 
derived from the Latin word ubique 
which means everywhere. So 
change is everywhere. Our nation 
is becoming bilingual, (English and 
Spanish). I can remember when 
Spanish was fi rst offered in Lan-
caster County Schools.

Eight years ago the Middle 
School Latin teacher, Joe McGin-
ley, died. I fi nished the year and 
have taught Latin to those wishing 
to take it ever since. The Latin 
class carried high school credit. 
Those students who wish to take 
advanced Latin at the high school 
did so by means of television. Stu-
dents enrolled in second, third or 
fourth year Latin.

I am sure I’ll continue looking 
for usages of the Latin language as I 
read newspapers and magazines or 
watch “Jeopardy,” where often the 
question to Alex Trebek’s answers 
require a knowledge of Latin. Old 
habits are hard to break.

Another famous quotation often 

Latin is a dead 
language at LHS

used by students is Ego amo te (“I 
love you.”) 

So in closing I’ll say ego amo te 
and vale (farewell).

Mary Lee Johnson
Kilmarnock

To The Editor:
Coastal Land Development is 

requesting that the Lancaster board 
of supervisors approve a rezoning 
of approximately 60 acres, the Lut-
trell farm, along the waterfront in 
Weems at Bedford Road and Route 
222 from R-1 zoning (single family 
homes on two acre lots) to R-2 (up 
to three dwellings per acre includ-
ing condos and/or apartments).

If approved, this rezoning would 
allow the developers to pack more 
homes on environmentally sensi-
tive waterfront land than is now 
permitted under R-1. It would also 
allow the developer to totally avoid 
the Waterfront Overlay require-
ments of W-1.

Based upon the law—the com-
prehensive plan and the zoning 
ordinance—the Luttrell farm is not 
appropriate for R-2 zoning. One 
of the goals of the comprehensive 
plan is to preserve the rural char-
acter of the county. Another goal 
is to protect, if not improve, the 
health, safety and general welfare 
as required under the zoning ordi-
nance. R-2 rezoning satisfi es none 
of these.

If anyone believes that the High 
Bank development and Luttrell 
farm are the only sites where inap-
propriate high density waterfront 
development is planned, they are 
living in a dream world. Local 
developers have their eye on a 
number of other sites in the county 
to develop to the maximum extent 
they can get away with. It’s all 
about money.

We can insure that the supervi-
sors follow the lead of the planning 
commission and abide by the law 
if we let them know in no uncertain 
terms that we want only responsi-
ble growth in Lancaster County.

Now is the time to take a stand 
for responsible growth in Lancaster 
County. Let your voice be heard 
before it is too late.

Join with others at Citizens for 
Responsible Growth, P.O. Box 5, 
Weems, VA 22576-0005 to better 
insure that all of Lancaster County 
enjoys in the future, the beauty and 
rural serenity it enjoys today.

F. P. Hopkins
Weems

Opposing rezoning

To The Editor:
While the attention of the voting 

public in the U.S. has been diverted 
to relatively inconsequential issues, 
such as the 35-year-old military 
records of the two presidential 
candidates and the nebulous area 
of “values,” the Bush administra-
tion has quietly taken actions that 
adversely affect our nation, its abil-
ity to defend itself, and its capacity 
to serve its citizens. A few exam-
ples follow.

As a result of budgeting deci-
sions from above, the U.S. Navy 
over the next few years will reduce 
its numbers of uniformed person-
nel by 60,000 down to the lowest 
level since 1940. Already, civilian 
contractors are hired to man about 
8,000 jobs aboard warships of the 
fl eet in addition to the thousands 
who augment the shore establish-
ment.

We are on our way in a down-
ward spiral to a 200 ship navy. 
We grew to 600 ships under 
Reagan. The Air Force is looking 
at similar reductions in procure-
ment of replacement aircraft for 
its aging fl eet. The recently-passed 
Defense Appropriations Bill con-
tained about $8.9 billion in pork 
that was accommodated by reduc-
ing or eliminating funding for sub-
stantive items such as training, 
weapons maintenance, spare parts 
and pay for troops in Iraq and those 
who will replace them.

Medicare is on its way to elim-
ination as a government program. 
During the journey, small pieces of 
it will be chipped off and given to 
the administration’s friends in the 
private sector. The most recent lost 
benefi t is physician-administered 
cancer drugs, usually very expen-
sive items that hitherto were paid 
for by Medicare.

The Bush administration never 
met an environmental regulation it 
didn’t loathe and has undertaken 
to change many that have pre-
served our nation. From logging 
the national forests to permitting 
snowmobiles to tear up the national 
parks to devastating Alaska’s pris-
tine Arctic region for a few years 
supply of oil, we are rapidly moving 
toward a much poorer U.S. envi-
ronment that will be irreversible if 
it proceeds.

In the area of consumer protec-
tion, the Bush administration very 
quietly alters regulations unfriendly 
or bothersome to its business sup-
porters. One of the most recent 
examples is the decision to cease 
publicizing automobile recalls 
made by the U.S. auto industry 
except for entries in the Federal 

Put Sen. Kerry 
in White House

Register, a document perused reg-
ularly by a minuscule number of 
our citizens.

We must stop these depredations 
and reverse them where possible. 
The way to do that is to put Sen. 
John Kerry in the White House at 
the next election and to bolster his 
administration with a Democratic 
majority in the House and Senate.

Thomas A. York
Kilmarnock

To The Editor:
Political campaign ads have 

always had subterranean elements, 
portraying abusively negative car-
icatures of their opponent. The 
current presidential campaign, 
however, has not plunged below 
all reasonable bounds of common 
decency. We are witnessing an all-
time low in unsavory hucksterism, 
unsubstantiated hype, and hypoc-
risy. All of it, calculated diversions 
from the important issues. In a 
phrase, this campaign has degener-
ated into a rat fi ght. At stake is the 
viability of our political culture.

We have two strong candidates 
for the next election to determine 
who will be president of the U.S. 
for the coming four years. One is 
incumbent George W. Bush. He is, 
according to a documentary fi lm 
and various attack ads, a sanctimo-
nious village idiot, who never did 
a real day’s work in his life, who 
is a three-time failure as a busi-
nessman, who is a military deserter 
and AWOL from the Texas Air 
National Guard, who did well only 
through family connections and 
insider trading, and who doesn’t 
know the difference between Libe-

Vietnam War 
is over; move 
on with campaign

ria and a librarian.
The challenging candidate for 

president, Sen. John Kerry, accord-
ing to a recent book and various 
attack ads, is a fl ip-fl opping and 
conniving schemer, who carried 
out a nefarious master plan to go 
to war in Vietnam, where he cho-
reographed false acts of bravery, 
wrote his own fanciful citations, 
wounded himself to get a purple 
heart and a fast return home, and 
then made a public display of 
throwing away his medals to sym-
bolize his opposition to the war so 
that he could become a politician.

God, please help us.
Fortunately, neither of the gross 

mis-characterizations has any basis 
in reality. None of it has been 
substantiated. Unfortunately, such 
media character assassinations 
seem to have set the national 
agenda in current political dis-
course. Also unfortunately, some-
times they work.

A particularly egregious charac-
ter assassination strategy that has 
worked is to mount personal slan-
derous attacks on veterans. They fi t 
a pattern. While my main argument 
is a non-partisan plea to return 
a sense of morality back to polit-
ical campaigning, as a veteran 
I am very sensitive to this type 
of debasement. Is John McCain 
really unpatriotic? This worked in 
South Carolina. Was Max Cle-
land’s own ineptitude responsible 
for his having three limbs blown 
off in Vietnam? It worked in Geor-
gia.

Will John E. O’Neill’s venom-
ous attack in his recent book on 
Kerry’s war record work? I hope 
not, for several reasons. First, his 
account and the book’s account 
have been shown unequivocally, by 
objective investigative reporting, to 
be dishonest. The men in O’Neill’s 

group of “swift boat” veterans have
a huge credibility problem when it
comes to their kangaroo-court style
of anti-Kerry rhetoric. They really
do not know what Kerry did or
did not do. The members of Ker-
ry’s crew do know exactly what
occurred and, they have corrobo-
rated, in Kerry’s favor, the offi cial
account. Second, all veterans ought
to be outraged. Service medals
awarded by the U.S. government
for valor, bravery, and wounds suf-
fered in combat, if you believe
such fabrications aimed at Kerry,
are now going to be highly ques-
tionable.

O’Neill has been a vocal critic
of Kerry’s anti-Vietnam war posi-
tion for over 30 years. His group’s
attack ads are fi nanced by Texas
millionaire Bob Perry who has
long-standing ties with the Bush
family and a personal friendship
with presidential adviser Carl
Rove.

The rat in the wood pile is 30
years of angry resentment and now
it’s payback time. Too bad that we
are still fi ghting that war. By all
scholarly historical accounts, the
Vietnam war was a catastrophe for
this country. Undeniable atrocities
by our side have been fi rmly doc-
umented. Kerry was 27 years old
when he spoke harsh words of
reality to a bitterly divided nation.
This took considerable courage and
leadership. Disagreements over a
war that took place 35 years ago
have no place in the political issues
confronting us today.

Both candidates for president are
good people with strong convic-
tions and high moral standards.
Let’s get back to the issues; per-
sonal attacks should be beneath
us.

John Kershner, Ph.D.
Merry Point

Animal Tails
By Audrey Thomasson

Swans are (front to back) 
Mama, offspring and Papa. 

Ruffl ed Feathers
For nearly a decade, a couple 

of swans have been the year-
round inhabitants of a quiet cove 
off a tributary of the Chesapeake 
Bay. Their long, delicate necks 
and the elegant grace with which 
they glide across the water belie 
the wild power of these breath-
taking birds.

Each spring Mama swan lays 
her eggs among the reeds and 
Papa swan keeps vigil over her 
and the nest. Once the eggs 
hatch, Mama proudly leads her 
brood of brown cygnets along 
the shoreline to nibble on the 
grasses under Papa’s watchful 
eye. Through the summer, the 
cygnets will grow and mature 
and by fall it will be time for 
them to leave the nest. Papa takes 
the lead in shooing them off to 
fi nd life-mates and establish a 
territory of their own. But until 
that day, he will watch over them, 
boldly chasing and if necessary, 
attacking any wildlife, people or 
boats that threaten his territory.

Pity the unsuspecting kayaker 
who is out for a leisurely paddle 
and ventures near the nest. Papa 
swan will suddenly appear, 
puff-up and challenge the boater, 
aggressively kicking the surface 
of the water and beating the air 
with his powerful wings. But 
as magnifi cent as the aggressive 
tactics may appear, it doesn’t 
take a second warning to scare 
off intruders.

Last year in Plymouth, Mass., a 
swan was dubbed Genghis Swan 
for assailing and capsizing boat-
ers. In that case, Genghis had 
anger management problems that 
were not limited to the mating/
nesting season. While defen-
sively posturing at passing boats 
is not uncommon, what set this 
bird apart was his overly aggres-
sive challenges and attacks on 
people attempting to retreat. 
Wildlife advocates were forced 
to deploy an aversive condition-
ing program to teach him to avoid 
people and boats. They armed 
themselves with propane-fueled 
foggers containing a safe, nat-
ural food fl avoring compound 
found in grapes that has proven 
successful in repelling birds and 
geese from crops and suburban 
areas. When Genghis attacked, 
they clouded him with the repel-
lent. It took persistence and sea-
sonal reminders, but he learned 
to stay clear of boaters and live 
in harmony with the community.

What causes wild birds to 
become overly aggressive with 
humans?

According to Margaret Baird, 
assistant director of the Urban 
Wildlife Program at the Humane 
Society of the United States 
(HSUS), one of the problems 
stems from people feeding the 
birds. “Waterfowl tend to lose 
their natural respect for people 
and can become overly aggres-
sive. It’s best to let the swans 
eat foods from their environment 
such as river grasses.” 

While Papa swan has never 
been as aggressive as Genghis, 
cove residents don’t turn their 
backs to him. And when it comes 
to defending his territory from 

younger swans, he has reigned 
supreme. Until June when a new, 
young family of swans arrived 
to challenge him. Leaving his 
mate and seven cygnets at a safe 
distance, the young male glided 
boldly into the cove. Feathers 
ruffl ed, head buried low into his 
body, the young male headed 
straight for Papa swan and pre-
pared for battle. The old swan had 
been lingering with his family 
near a dock, but as soon as he 
spotted the intruder he turned 
and swam out to meet the chal-
lenge.

The two birds approached cau-
tiously. They circled ceremoni-
ously, turning away then toward 
each other, swimming nearer 
with each circle they made. At 
last, they raised their wings 
and attacked. Their long necks 
hooked together as they pounded 
each other with wings, reaching 
down with beaks to bite the oth-
er’s wings and body. The combat 
went on for 15 minutes until the 
intruder gained the upper hand 
and climbed on Papa’s back. 
Biting down on the old swan’s 
neck, he pushed him under water 
and held him there for the kill. 
Immediately, Mama swan fl ew 
in and diverted the attacker by 
swooping down at him, enabling 

the old swan to break loose and
fl y out of harm’s way. 

But the fi ght was over.
Defeated, the old swan swam
deep into the cove. The victor
closed in on Mama and her
family, but did not hinder them
as they followed in the direction
of Papa. Once they were gone,
he rejoined his family and they
swam back out of the cove.

 In the weeks since the terri-
torial dispute, Papa and Mama
swan cautiously returned home.
The triumphant swan and his
family returned only once to
make their dominance known
and then moved on allowing Papa
and Mama to remain, at least for
the time being. 

The HSUS website,
www.hsus.org, offers many
resources on wildlife issues to
help us better understand and
co-exist in harmony with our
wildlife neighbors. Read other
animal tales at
www.animaltails.org or e-mail
animaltails@direcway.com to
submit a story on your pet. 
Lancaster County
Animal Welfare League: 435-0822
or 462-0091. 
Dogs: Americus, dalmatian, F, 4 mos.
Mix breeds, 2 yrs., 3 M/F. Brownie, F,
Bear M, 1 yr., both fixed. Neo, husky.
Penny, shep-mix, 4 yrs., F. Coco, M,
Sparkle, F, 2 yrs. huskies, H/W neg,
all shots. Sandy, 8 mos. Trixie, Lab-
mix, 1 yr., F, spayed, all shots, h/w
neg. Sadie Mae, beagle, 10 yrs., h/w
neg, spayed, all shots. 
Cats: All ages, colors, sexes.
Pigs: two pigs M/F.
Lancaster Animal Shelter: $20 fee.
462-7175. 
Dogs: Available for release on Sat-
urday: 4 mix-breed collies, 10 wks.,
2M/2F. 
Cats: 3 Himalayan: M, 2 yrs., fixed;
F/M, 2 yrs.; striped, 2 yrs, neutered. 2
blk kittens, 5 wks., M/F. 2 Tabbies, F,
3 mo., 2 yrs. 
Friends of the Shelter: 435-0737. 
Animals First: 462-5067.

Northumberland County
 Northumberland County Animal
Shelter: 435-2597.
 Dogs: Bo, beagle/bassett, M, 4 mos.
Senior shepherd-mix, F. Rusty, blk/
red airedale/terrier, M.  Sampson,
yellow lab, 3 yrs. neutered & all shots.
Min pin-mix, F. Big Boy, husky-mix, all
shots. Jack, short-hair Collie-mix, 5
mos. Yellow Lab/chow mix, M  Sheba,
husky, 7 mo. F, all shots. Min pin-mix,
F. Cassie, F, tri-color hound, spayed,
all shots. Many beagles and puppies.
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A creative approach  to
home entertaining,
receptions & civic

functions.453-5574

Country
   Gourmet

Carolyn
        Scarbrough

rr repeatG

Affordable Elegant Catering

804-580-8844

Our Little Redneck has lost her pearls again

Happy Birthday, P.R.
from the

Heads Up Gang

moonshin’n . . .
H U I V H U I V

Zzzzzzz

H

18 N. Main St. • Kilmarnock • 435-2285

Soothing Swedish Massage
by Ina

Ina Fuller, Certified Masage Therapist

• RELAXING • STRESS REDUCING
• UNWINDS TIGHT MUSCLES • RELIEVES TENSION HEADACHES

Hours:
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat.

9am-1pm

PREMIER

SAILING SCHOOL
804.438.9300

www.premiersailing.com

YOU SHOULD BE SAILING!

PREMIER

SAILING SCHOOL
804.438.9300

www.premiersailing.com

so get yourself a new boat-
Sunfish, Laser, Opti, Nomad
from your Vanguard dealer

so get yourself a new boat-
Sunfish, Laser, Opti, Nomad
from your Vanguard dealer

2

THE DANDELION
Irvington, Virginia

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 9:30 to 5:30 • 438-5194

Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

New items for fall arriving daily!

Take an additional

10%off

Summer Sale Merchandise

Rappahannock Hang Ups
& Gallery
www.rappahannockhangups.com

Custom Framing • Fine Arts • Antiques

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2
74A S. Main St., Kilmarnock • (804) 435-6669

at . . .

We’ve moved in!
We are Open, Up & Running

. . . and still a work in progress!
Come by and take a peek!

All Occasions
Cards & Gifts

• Wedding
      Invitations

• Bridal
    Accessories

Lancaster Square•Kilmarnock
435-3199 • M-F 9:30-6

Sat 9:30-5

Brendan and Amber Walker of 
Kilmarnock announce the birth 
of their son, Brendan Harding 
Walker Jr., on August 7, 2004, 
at 11:04 a.m. at Walter Reed 
Memorial Hospital in Gloucester. 
Brendan Jr. weighed 6 pounds, 2 
ounces and measured 181/2 inches 
long.

The grandparents are Sandra 
Matthews of Irvington, Michael 
Matthews of Long Beach, Calif., 
and Donnie and Carolyn Walker 
of Kilmarnock.

Rachael Corwin Walters and 
Jonathan Hunter Gano were mar-
ried in a religious ceremony 
offi ciated by Rev. Dr. Donna 
McEwan on July 31, 2004.

The bride is the daughter of 
Cynthia C. Walters of Wardens-
ville, W.V., and Jack H. Walters 
of Moorefi eld, W. V. She is 
a 2001 graduate of Moorefi eld 
High School and a 2004 graduate 
of West Virginia University with 
a degree in journalism.

The groom is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William E. Gano of 
Reedville. He is a 1996 graduate 
of Northumberland High School 
and is employed with his father’s 
company, W.E. Gano Inc.

Escorted by her mother and 
father, the bride wore a strapless 
alencon lace gown by designer 
Vera Wang and a single-tier, semi-
cathedral-length veil trimmed in 
matching lace.

The maid of honor was Heather 
A. Richardson of St. Clairsville, 
Ohio. The matron of honor was 
the sister of the groom, Karen 
G. Wassem of Richmond. Brides-
maids were Jessica K. Garrett 
of Mathias, W. V., and Erica 
L. Sobczak of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Junior bridesmaids were nieces 
of the groom, Erin E. Wassem 
and Amanda C. Wassem of Rich-
mond. The fl ower girl was Macy 
S. Swift of Reedville. The bride’s 
attendants wore cotton pique tea-
length dresses by Currie-Bonner 
in lime with navy grosgrain 
sashes.

The best man was William 
E. Gano, father of the groom. 
Groomsmen were Ryan Rogers 
of Ophelia, Stephen C. Dameron 
of Reedville, Nathan H. Walters, 
brother of the bride, of War-
densville, W.V., and Joseph T. 
Wassem, brother-in-law of the 
groom of Richmond. The ring 
bearer was Zachary Swift of 
Reedville. The groom and his 
groomsmen wore navy, three-but-
ton suits by Stafford with lime 
and navy striped ties from Izod.

The guest book attendant was 
Kathryn W. Moore of Arlington 
and the mistress of ceremonies 
was Sylvia D. Dameron of 
Callao.

The Methodist ceremony took 
place in the evening at Fleeton 
Fields, a historic bed and break-
fast in Reedville overlooking the 
Chesapeake Bay. Attended by 
approximately 200 family mem-
bers and friends, the ceremony 
featured the bride and groom 
reading love letters they had writ-
ten for the occasion and a sand-
blending ceremony to signify the 
couple’s union.

A reception was held following 
the service at Festival Halle in 
Reedville where guests enjoyed 
dinner and dancing until mid-
night when the couple left in a 
black stretch limousine.

Following an eight-day honey-
moon at the Ritz-Carlton Resort, 
Spa and Casino in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, the couple lives in 
Reedville.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry P. Treakle 
and sons, Daniel and Ryan, of 
Plaiston, N.H., were guests last 
week of his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Treakle Sr. in White 
Stone.

Robert Powell returned to his 
home in Woodstock on Sunday 
after visiting his brother-in-law 
and sister, Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Spafford.

Mrs. Ann Carter was honored 
at a birthday luncheon last Friday 
at the Crazy Crab in Reedville 
hosted by Mrs. Dixie Wood, 
Mrs. Augusta Sellew and Mrs. 
Anne McClintock.

The Rev. Eddie Barnett, who 
has been serving as Captain 
in the Army Reserve Chaplain 
Corps in Iraq, arrived on Satur-
day for a two-week leave with 
his wife and son, Thelma and 
Brian in Kilmarnock.

Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt Cutler 
and friends, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Duer, of Oriental, N.C., enjoyed 
a weekend visit with Wyatt’s 

The Woman’s Club of White 
Stone will hold its first fall 
meeting at 11:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, September 1, at the club-
house in White Stone.

The speaker will be Tonya 
Creasy, program manager for 
the Northern Neck Adult Edu-
cation Program.

At noon, a “pot-luck” lun-
cheon will be served. A busi-
ness session follows at 12:45 
p.m. 

All members are reminded of 
the change in time. All visitors 
and prospective members are 
welcome.

Call Nancy Lee at 435-0398 
for further information.

The Stepping Stones Square 
Dance Club will begin its fall season 
at 7:30 p.m. on September 16 at the 
Free Shade Community Center in 
Syringa.

The fi rst two Thursday work-
shops are free for new dancers. Dick 
Kurtz of Gloucester is the caller and 
teacher.

The club sponsors many special 
events and family oriented func-
tions throughout the year. The club 
invites all who would like to learn 
and have lots of good times to join 
them on September 16.

For directions to the community 
center, call 693-7434.

Classes will be held at Rappa-
hannock General Hospital start-
ing on September 20 for persons 
interested in becoming Virginia 
certifi ed Emergency Medical 
Technicians-Basic.

Individuals interested in 
becoming an EMT must be pro-
fi cient in reading, writing and 
speaking the English language. 
The minimum age for enrollment 
is 16 years of age at the start 
of the training program. Students 
less than 18 years of age attend-
ing the course should provide 
the instructor with documentation 
from an offi cer of their rescue 
squad, where applicable, and the 
signature of a parent or guardian 
verifying approval of the student 
attending the course. 

Students must have no physical 
impairment which would render 
him or her unable to perform all 
practical skills required for that 
level of training; have never been 

The 15th annual Northumber-
land Association for Progressive 
Stewardship (NAPS) Social will 
be at Bay Quarter Shores from 4 
to 6 p.m. on September 25. The 
event, “Meet Up at the Grove,” 
will be an outdoor party held in 
the grove next to the site of the 
soon-to-be-rebuilt clubhouse.

The purpose of the party is 
threefold: to thank volunteers 
who have supported NAPS work 
for the year, enjoy the company 
of friends and neighbors and 
to honor the 2004 recipient of 
the NAPS Distinguished Citizen 
Award.

The award will be presented 
to Audrey Brainard for, among 
many other things, her dedication 
to the education of the elemen-
tary school children in science 

Gano-Walters wedding held

Audrey Brainard to receive
distinguished citizen award
at annual NAPS fall social

activities related to the water and 
conservation.

NAPS also has established the 
Ambassador Award, to be pre-
sented  whenever a non-resident 
of Northumberland has contrib-
uted to the environmental well-
being of the county. The fi rst such 
award will be presented to Henry 
Bayshore, a retired state forester 
who lives in Lancaster County. It 
is through his tireless efforts that 
Bush Mill Stream is now a nature 
preserve in perpetuity.

The Chesapeake Bay Garden 
Club has agreed to handle the 
decorations and the Woman’s 
Club of Northumberland County 
will serve food.

Tickets are $15. Contact  Judy 
Burgess at 453-3933 or 
gjburgess@rivnet.net.

RGH offers EMT course
convicted of a felony involving 
any sexual crime; and not be 
convicted of any act which is 
a felony under the laws of the 
commonwealth or of the United 
States, except that such felon is 
eligible for certifi cation if within 
fi ve years after the date of fi nal 
release no additional felonies 
have been committed. 

 Classes will be held on 
Monday and Thursday nights 
from 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. and 
will end on February 25. 

Instructors will be Bill Hender-
son and Sandi Smith. The cost 
for the course will be $87.50 
which includes textbook , work-
book and supplies. Students must 
have approved Cardio-Pulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) certifi cation 
cards prior to the start of class. 

Those interested in taking the 
course should call RGH EMS 
coordinator Mike Marcon at 
435-8255.

mother, Mrs. George W. Cutler, 
in Kilmarnock.

Grayson and Suzanne Mat-
tingly have returned from a 
week’s visit with her brother-
in-law and sister, Gordon and 
Martha Sheridan, in Jerihico 
Center, Vt. While there, the 
Mattinglys videotaped on the 
Steamboat Ticonderoga at the 
Shelburne Museum. The tape 
will be used in future exhibits 
for the Steamboat Era Museum 
in Irvington.

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Marsh 
and two grandchildren, Carol 
Davis and Phillip Humphries, 
spent last week camping at a 
campsite on the Piankatank River 
in Gloucester County.

Dr. James Hall of Wayne, 
Maine, and Dr. and Mrs. 
Snowden Hall of Charlottesville 
and Fleeton were among those 
from out of town here last week-
end for the funeral services of 
their aunt, Mrs. Louise Acree 
Hall.

Local News

Square dancers 
to organize for 
autumn session

Woman’s Club 
sets meeting

Mrs. Johnathan Hunter Gano

To celebrate 35 years
James P. and Evelyn Owens of Merry Point will celebrate their 
35th anniversary on Monday, August 30. They have three chil-
dren, Purcell, Valencia and Tina, and fi ve grandchildren, Oriel, 
Orin, Purcell Jr., Tyler and Tikeia. 

Brendan Harding Walker Jr.

Celebrations
editor@rrecord.com

Births Let us help you 
BRAG about 

your product or 
service!

CallCall
435-1701 and 

let us show 
you how!
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18 S. Main St. • Kilmarnock, VA • 435-1783
Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

fun
sassy

sophisticated
ladies apparel  •  accessories

m-s • 10-5 436.9606

“best little shop in the northern neck”
•

“on the corner in white stone”

puzzled about what
to wear . . . we put

you together

the bay window

now carrying an extraordinary selection of
yarns...new shipments weekly. group classes

every tuesday 10:00 am til noon

THE BAY WINDOW
 IS YOUR ANSWER!

are you a knitter? want to learn to knit?
tired of driving hours to buy yarn?

4265 irvington rd.
irvington, va.
804-438-6636

MasterCard

VISA

open tues.-sat. 10 or 11 till 3 or 4
www.baywindowdesign.com

Route 3 in Lively
Tuesday - Saturday

11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Take a walk
through our house.

462-6260

20%
off

everything
in our

Living room
thru Sat.,
Sept. 18

We’ve painted
ourselves into
a corner

CELEBRATE!
Nauti Nell’s 10th Anniversary

Through Labor Day! 
20%–70% OFF Everything

30% OFF All Brass Instruments
Consignment Excluded

Open 7 Days!

(804) 776-9811 • Puller Hwy. Deltaville

The 42nd annual Rappahan-
nock Art League Labor Day 
Weekend Exhibit will open at the 
Arts Building in Kilmarnock on 
Thursday, September 2, and con-
tinue through Labor Day, Sep-
tember 6. 

Co-chairmen Sue and Dennis 
Gosnell recently announced the 
committee chairmen for the 
show.

“We have more than 100 people 
who work hard annually to make 
our major exhibit a success,” said 
Sue Gosnell. “I’m sure that most 
people don’t realize just how 
much effort is required to put on 
a show this size and make every-
thing run smoothly. Many of our 
committee chairmen and mem-
bers have been doing their jobs 
for years. They are the reason for 
our success.”

The committee chairmen for 
this year’s show are Don Kennedy 
for fl ats and set-up, Betty Taylor 
for receiving judged works, Sarah 
Soderlund for receiving bin 
pieces, Tom Norris for registra-
tion and catalog, the Gosnells 
for hanging, Virginia Adair for 
publicity, Agnes Carter for signs 
and posters, Barbara Touchette 
for reception, Lella Lee Edwards 
and  Soderlund for fl owers, Lois 
Faulkner for awards, Peg Over-
holt for hosts, Sue Gosnell for 
sales and Frank Mann for schol-
arship fund raising.

The show is open from 10 a.m 
to 5 p.m. daily.

The Lancaster Band Boosters 
will hold a huge yard sale on  
September 11 from 8 a.m. to 
noon at the Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Fire Department pavilion 
in Lively.

The yard sale will benefi t the 
Red Devil Marching Band trip to 
London where they will perform 
in a New Year’s Day parade. 

The boosters accept donations 
of clean items in good condition 
and working order for the sale. 
Lively Storage Inc. has donated 
a storage unit for the boosters to 
collect items and prepare for the 
sale.

Spaces also will be available at 
the yard sale for individuals to sell 
their own treasures. A 25-foot-
by-25-foot space may be reserved 
for $25. Call Alice Coates at 
462-7229 to arrange for donation 
of items or to reserve a space. 

The boosters will also have 
baked goods and concessions for 
sale during the event. 

The boosters thank Lively Stor-
age Inc. and the ULVFD for 
donation of space to make this 
event possible. 

Monetary donations for the trip 
may be mailed to Lancaster Band 
Boosters, P. O. Box 3, Lancaster, 
VA 22503. 

The 18th annual Cople Parish 
Barn Sale will be held Sep-
tember 11 at the Cople Parish 
House on Coles Point Road in 
Hague. The sale begins at 9 
a.m.

Sale items include clothing 
for men, women and children, 
linens, household goods, jew-
elry and boutique items, fur-
niture, sporting goods, tools, 
toys, books, home decor, and 
appliances. 

All of the items are donated 
by parishioners and friends of 
Cople Parish. Sale proceeds go 
to the parish womens’ organi-

A Community Lasagna Dinner 
will be held Saturday, August 28, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at St. Francis 
De Sales Hall on Church Street 
in Kilmarnock. 

Proceeds will help support 
Luke Bessler’s Eagle Scout Proj-
ect.

The menu includes lasagna, 
tossed salad and garlic bread. 
Dessets are $1 each.

For tickets, contact Dr. Bessler 
at Bay Internists, or call 
435-0757.

For his project, Luke Bessler, 
of Boy Scout Troop 242, plans 
to plant shade trees at Woodlawn 
Cemetery.

Donations may be sent to Luke 
Bessler at 1415 River wood Drive, 
Lancaster VA 2503.

The Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum will host an oyster fl oat 
workshop on September 18  at 
10:00 a.m. The focus is the 
Australian cage system due to 
its simplicity and ease of han-
dling and maintenance. Austra-
lian cages are suspended from a 
line strung between two posts, 
such as dock pilings. Assembly 
requires only affi xing the end 
caps to the mesh tube with plas-
tic ties. The cost per cage is $11 
each and they can be obtained at 
the workshop. 

The workshop will include a 
presentation on oysters by Jim 
Wesson, head of oyster replen-
ishment for the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission. Wesson 
will also collect donations of 
mature oysters to be placed on 
VMRC oyster reefs.

The museum also will take 
orders for the Taylor Float–a 
2-foot by 3-foot wire basket with 
a PVC collar. Precut materials 
and assembly instructions will 
be available at the workshop. 
Pre-paid orders only. The fee 
is $75 per fl oat payabe to the 
museum no later than Septem-
ber 7.

In addition, Peter Perina of 
Eastfi eld Farm will have 
EEEOHM Modules for sale at 
$37 each. They must be reserved 

Lottsville business leaders 
are organizing a fall festival 
October 16.

While organized by Allison’s 
Ace Hardware, the event is 
open to all local organizations 
and businesses. The festival 
will take place from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Route 360 in the field 
between the hardware store and 
the Northumberland Women’s 
Club.

Booths will be available to 
display wares and hand out 
information. Allison’s plans to 
have several of its product ven-
dors conduct demonstrations 
and answer questions. 

Buzzy the Clown will enter-
tain children. There also will 
be antique cars and pumpkin 
painting. Café Lotte will serve 
smoked bratwurst. Other ven-
dors will provide cider and hot 
chocolate.

“This is an opportunity for 
local people to see everthing 
our community has to offer,” 
said coordinator Linda Ketner. 
“It is also a chance to spend 
the day with your neighbor.”

Allison’s hopes to make this 
an annual event for the com-
munity.

Local buinesses, churches 
and organizations are encour-
aged to participate. To reserve 
a space, contact Ketner before 
September 30 at 529-7478.

Ed McMahon of the Conserva-
tion Fund on September 16 will 
address a “Models for Develop-
ment Workshop” in Northumber-
land.

The workshop begins at 7 p.m. 
at Northumberland High School.

McMahon is nationally known 
as an inspiring and thought-pro-
voking speaker. He is a leading 
authority on appropriate land use 
and an expert on land use that 
preserves the natural beauty, cul-
ture and heritage of an area.

He is vice president and direc-
tor of land use planning for 
The Conservation Fund where 
he works to improve both con-
servation and development prac-
tices through programs that 
balance economic and environ-
mental goals.

The workshop is a cooperative 
community effort with spon-
sorship by the Northumberland 
Association for Progressive Stew-
ardship, Northumberland County, 
Audubon Society, Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern Foundation, 
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club, 
Master Gardeners of the Northern 
Neck, NAACP, Northern Neck 
Tourism Council and Northum-
berland Community Center Orga-
nization.

Sponsorship entails agenda 
support while McMahon is in 
town and organizational support 
of an appropriate share of the 
Conservation Fund’s fee of 
$1,500 plus expenses.

A Northern Neck Community 
Chorus is being assembled to 
perform in a Christmas Show-
case Concert December 4 and 5.

The chorus, under the direc-
tion of Brenda Burtner, will per-
form with the Lancaster High 
School Symphonic Band. All 
area singers are invited to par-
ticipate (no auditions neces-
sary). Chorus rehearsals will 
be held on Sundays from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. beginning Septem-
ber 26 at the Lancaster Middle 
School theatre in Kilmarnock. 

Fom left are producer John Baumhardt, chorus director Brenda 
Burtner and artistic director Robbie Spiers. 

Dinner set
to support
Eagle project 

Lottsburg 
fall festival 
planned

Fishermen’s museum to host
annual oyster fl oat workshop

in advance. The EEEOHM 
Module accommodates 1,000 
mature oysters in an arrangement 
of fi ve rectangular plastic mesh 
bags fl oated by empty 2-liter 
plastic bottles. 

Workshop participants can 
obtain seed oysters, at the rate 
of $25 per thousand, from Ken 
Kurkowski of Middle Peninsula 
Aquaculture. Seed oysters must 
be ordered prior to September 
7. Members of the Northern 
Neck Oyster Growers wishing 
to replenish existing fl oats must 
contact Don Beard at 438-6563 
for seed oyster ordering and 
pick-up information. 

Admission to the lecture and 
demonstration is $5 per person 
and can be paid at the door. 
Registration by September 7 is 
required in order to obtain seed 
oysters, Australian cages, and/or 
Taylor Float materials so that 
an adequate supply of these 
items will be on hand the day 
of the workshop. To register, 
or for more information, con-
tact Cal Boyd at 453-5333 or 
jkbjcb@rivnet.net.

When registration is com-
pleted, arrangements for pay-
ment by check or credit card 
can  be made by contacting 
the museum at 453-6529 or 
rfmstaff@crosslink.net. 

The Kilmarnock-Irvington-
White Stone Rotary 14th annual 
Bay Seafood Festival has often 
been called the biggest event of 
the Northern Neck.

The festival returns on Sep-
tember 10 at Belle Isle State 
Park.

Tickets are $40 and include 
all one can eat, beer, wine, soft 
drinks, mixed drinks and bottled 

water. The menu includes seven 
choices of seafood and numer-
ous side dishes.

Only a few tickets remain for 
sale at the Bank of Northumber-
land in Burgess, Farm and Home 
Supply and Eubank’s in Kilmar-
nock and White Stone Pharmacy.

Tickets may also be purchased 
on-line at www.kiwsrotary.org 
or call 800-777-9717.

Continuing through Labor 
Day, concurrent exhibits high-
lighting the “Canneries of Rich-
mond County” and “Camp 
Meeting at Marvin Grove” will 
remain at Richmond County 
Museum in Warsaw until Sep-
tember 7.

Both exhibits have caught the 
attention of many who have yet 
to see them, and those who plan 
a second visit.

Meanwhile, tickets to the 
annual Sunset Supper Cruise on 
September 17 are available at 
the museum and from advisory 
board members.

Visit the museum at 5874 
Richmond Road in Warsaw, 
Wednesday through Saturday, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., or call 
333-3607.

Seafood festival tickets available

Aubrey Hall (left) of Jacob’s Ladder Inc. receives support from 
Neal Fridenstine on behalf of the Kilmarnock-Irvington-White 
Stone Rotary. All proceeds from the Bay Seafood Festival go 
into the K-I-W-S Foundation.

Seasonal exhibits  
remain on display 
until Labor Day

The concert will feature 
arrangements of traditional 
sacred and secular Christmas 
music. LHS band director 
Robbie Spiers will serve as 
artistic director and will conduct 
the LHS Symphonic Band.

The concert is sponsored by 
the Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts and all proceeds 
benefi t the band trip to 
London.

RFA vice president for local 
talent John Baumhardt will 
serve as producer.

RFA issues a call for voices

McMahon to 
lead land use 
workshop in 
Northumberland

Band boosters
plan yard sale 

Annual Labor 
Day Art Show
opens Sept. 2

zation for donation to charita-
ble causes.

Donations of household 
goods and clothing for the 
sale are welcome. All donated 
items should be clean and 
in good condition. Clothing 
items should be on hangers. 
Bring donations to the parish 
houseSeptember 6 through 9 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
   

The Cople District Volunteer 
Fire Department Auxiliary will 
sell donuts and coffee to raise 
funds for a Coles Point substa-
tion.

Barn sale is September 11

Find old friends
 at the 

Rivah Junction!

www.rrecord.com
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In-home Massage
Charlotte Baldwin

Certified Massage Therapist
Gift Certificates Available

(804) 758-2126 • Cell (804) 695-4768

Always 10%off

LAWN & GARDEN WORLD

BOOTH’S  LANDSCAPING CO.

Plenty of parking on Brent Street and in rear

Crepe Myrtles, Dogwoods, Annuals, Perennials

“Finest selection of plant material in the area”

Tues. - Sat. 9-5  •  804-435-2800 • 85 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

15%off over $100 • 20%off over $200 • 25%off over $300

Hanging Baskets, Large Trees, Shrubs

Nanette’s Fashions
“You don’t have to spend a million to look a million” $$$

Summer Clearance
8870-B Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA
804-462-7757

(across from the
high school beside
Shear Magic)

Grand
Opening

46 W. Church St.   ✽   Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Get 20%
off on all items

Nick’s Selections
is

Opening on
Saturday, August 28

Your One Stop Shopping place for
Men’s & Womens Clothing, Costume Jewelry,

Watches, Hats, Fancy Lighters and More.

on Opening Day.

(804) 435-9666

Store Hours: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The Northern Neck Entertains Committee 
recently mailed the booklets announcing its 
annual fall season of social events to benefi t the 
Fellowship Fund of the Rappahannock West-
minster-Canterbury Foundation. 

The booklet includes descriptions of each 
event, including theme, menu, price, attire and 
number of guests accommodated; and a reserva-
tion form with an explanation of the lottery pro-
cess that ensures equal opportunity for guests to 
attend the parties of their choice. 

 “This is the 12th season for The Northern 
Neck Entertains, and each year gets better,” said 
chairman Chris Bresett. “The committee has 
put together a fabulous selection of events this 
year, and we think you will have a hard time 
deciding upon just one.”

The season opens September 16 with cock-
tails on the restored dead rise, Faded Glory, and 
dinner at “Zipporah,” the Carter’s Creek home 
of host William E. Westbrook.

The annual road rally leads to a surprise fi nish 
line on September 19 and is hosted by Sue Anne 
and Bill Bangel, Judy and Bill Bullock, Cheryl 
and Ron Mihills, Mary Carlin and Bill Porter, 
and Pat and J.D. Willett. 

On September 25, Eska and Herman Beckst-
offer will host “A Starry Night in Provence,” a 
French dinner at their home on Moran Creek. 
Doug Harris will play dinner music on the baby 
grand piano.

Chris Bresett, Sarah Soderlund, Libby South-
mayd and Helen Withers will host a “Hop Toi” 
mah jongg luncheon at the Great Fortune Res-
taurant on September 29. 

Members of RW-C’s Corporate and Founda-
tion boards have planned “An Evening Aboard 
the Miss Ann” for cocktails and a Southern 
dinner on September 29. Hosts are Richard 
Baylor, Camille Bennett, Cameron Blandford, 
Tom Coye, Joseph Curry, Robert Davis, Tom 
Denegre, Scott Dillard, Ward LeHardy, Doris 
Low, Jan Mosher, Robert Murphy, Greg Powell, 
Charles Rotert, Paul Sciacchitano, Bill Sigler, 
Rebecca Smiley, Don Smith, Phyllis Smith, 
Tony Waring and Teensa Williams. 

On October 10, Chefs Hatley Bright and 

Allen Marple will demonstrate the preparation 
of the Tuscan dinner at “Otter Ponds,” the home 
of hosts Joan and Allen Marple on Hills Creek.

On October 12, Mary Kay Hanke, Lynn 
Hoen, Carol Rogers and Rina Springett will fea-
ture seafood at a bridge and mah jongg luncheon 
at the Springetts’ recently renovated home on 
Tabbs Creek. 

Ian Caldwell and Dustin Thomason, authors 
of “The Rule of Four,” will discuss and sign 
their national bestseller, followed by a cocktail 
reception in RW-C’s Rappahannock Room on 
October 14. Friends and Wicomico Church 
neighbors of Thomason’s mother, the hosts are 
Sandy and John Bond, Sue and Paul Brands, 
George Brenholz, Anna Page Campbell, Diane 
Kent and Jerry Cann, Joan and Peter Farrell, 
Janet Thomason and Ron Feldman, Carter and 
Bob Filer, Vicki and Jim Harding, Gail and Mike 
Kenna, Hyacinth Rubin, Rhoda and Bill Stack-
house, Carol and Bill Throckmorton, Muffy 
Waring and Sharon and Bob Watson. 

Elvis will be among the guests at the 50s 
dinner and dance party at the Great Wicomico 
River home of Susan and John Mullenholz on 
October 16. Joining the couple as hosts are 
Jenny and Paul Boyenga, Hoppie and Randy 
Cockrell, and Margaret and Greg Powell. 

The annual Oyster 
Roast at the Rappah-

annock River Yacht Club on October 21 again 
will be hosted by the NNE committee and their 
mates: Susan and Wally Beauchamp, Mickey 
and Cameron Blandford, Jenny and Paul Boy-
enga, Sue and Paul Brands, Chris and David 
Bresett, Sue and Doc Broadway, Hoppie and 
Randy Cockrell, Kathleen Hansen and Michael 
Conroy, Anne Marie and Bobby Jones, Bar-
bara and Don Shanklin, Pat and J.D. Willett, 
Teensa and Lee Williams and Sue and Woody 
Woodard. 

An old-fashioned “Sunday Supper on the 
Porch” will be served at the “Weems Beach 
Hotel” on Carter’s Creek on October 24. Hosts 
are Anita Cook and Terri and B.H. Hubbard.

On October 30, Jane Flint and Carolyn 
and Bob Queener will host “Moonlight on 
the Ganges,” an authentic Indian dinner at the 
Queeners’ home on the Eastern Branch of the 
Corrotoman River. They are giving the party in 
memory of Jeannetta Walker. 

The fi nal event is “Bridge With a View,” a 
bridge luncheon on November 3 hosted by Sue 
Broadway, Sally Rowden, Barbara Shanklin, 
and Sue Woodard at the Woodard home at the 
confl uence of Moran Creek and the Corroto-
man River. 

“Proceeds from these events benefi t the 
RW-C Fellowship Fund,” said Elizabeth “Whiz” 
Harris, vice president of development. “We are 
most appreciative of the hosts, hostesses, donors 
and volunteers who make The Northern Neck 
Entertains the premier fund-raising event in the 
Northern Neck.” 

The RW-C Foundation’s Fellowship Fund 
assists worthy candidates with entrance and 
monthly residential fees at RW-C. In addition, 
the fund provides fi nancial assistance to eligible 
non-resident participants in RW-C’s adult day 
care program. 

To be included in the reservation lottery, 
forms and checks payable to the RW-C Founda-
tion must be received at RW-C by Sept. 7. For a 
NNE booklet, contact the development offi ce at 
438-4013. 

The Rappahannock Art 
League Studio Gallery in 
Kilmarnock will offer fall work-
shops in photography, painting 
in different mediums, basket 
making and ceramics.

Kathleen Noffsinger will 
teach “Getting Started in Water-
color,” on September 20, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The class is for 
those who have had no previous 
experience painting in water-
color and those who have not 
had a basic watercolor course. 
The fee is $40 for RAL mem-
bers and $45 for others.

Noffsinger will also instruct 
“Let’s Paint!” for those with 
prior watercolor experience on 
September 14, 21 and 28. She 
will repeat the classes on Octo-
ber 5, 12, and 19 and again on 
November 2, 9, and 16 from 
9:30 a.m. to noon. Each session 
of three classes is $60 for RAL 
members and $70 for others.

Jane Stouffer will lead a 
workshop in acrylic painting for 
beginning and intermediate stu-
dents on October 15, 22 and 
29, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
classes will cover the basics 
and participants will work at 
their own level of development. 
There will be critiques during 
the last hour. The fee is $120 
for RAL members and $135 for 
others. 

Charles VanDenburgh will 
teach a workshop in oil painting 
on October 26, 27 and 28, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. A pre-requi-
site is a working knowledge 
of color mixing. The classes will 
cover the fundamentals of oil 
painting, with special attention 
to developing one’s own style 
and technique. Students will 
work outdoors when weather 
permits. The fee is $120 for 
RAL members and $135 for 
others.

Tom Norris will offer three 

Northern Neck Entertains 
announces its 12th season 

“The committee has put 
together a fabulous selec-
tion of events this year, 
and we think you will 
have a hard time deciding 
upon just one.”

—Chris Bresett
Chairman, 

Northern Neck Entertains

From left, Northern Neck Entertains committee members are Sue Brands, Barbara Shanklin, Anne Marie Jones, Hoppie Cockrell, 
Susan Beauchamp, Pat Willett, Mickey Blandford, Sue Woodard, Sue Broadway and chairman Chris Bresett.

classes in photography. “Intro-
duction to Photoshop” will be 
October 4 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Prerequisites include a basic 
knowledge of Macintosh or 
Windows and a copy of Adobe 
Photoshop Elements 2.0 run-
ning on a Macintosh or Win-
dows 98 or later computer. The 
fee is $20 for RAL members 
and $25 for others.

 Basic Photoshop will be 
offered on October 11, 18 and 
25 from 9 a.m. to noon. Ses-
sions will cover editing, enhanc-
ing, printing and e-mailing. The 
fee is $60 for RAL members 
and $70 for others.

More Photoshop will be 
offered on November 1, 8 and 
15 from 9 a.m. to noon. Sessions 
are for those with Photoshop 
experience who wish to develop 
more advanced skills. The fee 
is $60 for RAL members and 
$70 for others.

Judy Penry will give a Nan-
tucket Basket workshop on Sep-
tember 10 and 11 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Participants will make 
a traditional six-inch basket. 
The fee is $80 for RAL mem-
bers and $90 for others, plus a 
$30 materials fee.

Gerri Palmer will instruct 
students in a Clay Ceramic 
Christmas wreath workshop on 
November 3 and 17 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Students will 
roll, cut, and shape their own 
wreath and then, two weeks 
later, glaze the dried work. The 
fi red wreaths can be picked up 
on December 8. The cost is $40 
for RAL members and $45 for 
others. There is an $8 materials 
fee.

To register, call 436-9309, or 
visit the gallery on Main Street. 
Full payment is due upon regis-
tration. Registered participants 
will be given a confi rmation 
sheet and supply list.

RAL schedules art classes

DESIGNED IN NEW YORK

INSPIRED BY EUROPEAN COUTURE

PRESENTING THE CARLISLE

FALL/HOLIDAY 2004 COLLECTION

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH

THROUGH THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH

AT THE RIVAH COLLECTION

PLEASE CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR PRIVATE APPOINTMENT

804-435-0399
ALL SEPARATES AVAILABLE IN SIZES 0-18

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

EMAIL: RIVAHCO@DIRECWAY.COM

VISIT THE CARLISLE WEBSITE AT WWW.CARLISLECOLLECTION.COM
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SERVING ALL OF
THE NORTHERN NECK

AND MIDDLE PENINSULA
References upon request.

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Va. Class “A” #022400

Major Additions • Dormers • Decks • Rec Rooms
Kitchens • Baths • Garages • Carports • Screened Porches

Built-In Bookcases & Wall Units

435-0091TOM JENNINGS
White Stone, Va.

PAINT THE TOWN WITH EUBANKS’PAINT THE TOWN WITH EUBANKS’PAINT THE TOWN WITH EUBANKS’PAINT THE TOWN WITH EUBANKS’PAINT THE TOWN WITH EUBANKS’
HUGE PAINT AND STAIN SALE!HUGE PAINT AND STAIN SALE!HUGE PAINT AND STAIN SALE!HUGE PAINT AND STAIN SALE!HUGE PAINT AND STAIN SALE!

Sikkens Rubbol Solid Siding Stain
$19.99
All Colors

Benjamin Moore Premium
Interior and Exterior Paint
$5 off per Gallon

Pratt & Lambert Accolade
Interior and Exterior Paint
$5 off per Gallon Mon.-Fri. (7-6) Sat. (8-5)

Sun. (9-2)

Arrow Kitchens & Gifts
◆ Custom Kitchen & Bath
◆ Granite Countertops
◆ Quick Professional Service & Delivery

From Northern Virginia
To The Northern Neck
23 Years Experience

Builder Pricing For The Homeowner(804) 580-4999
OPEN: Wed.-Sat. 10-4
Evening Hours by Appointment

10919 Northumberland Hwy. ◆ Heathsville, Virginia
(formerly Beach Uniques)

Certified Custom Design Service Available

Now Open

by Linda Heacox
In recent years, more and more 

Americans have taken a step 
back from their hectic lives to 
focus on family. Yet all too 
often, the most signifi cant family 
members—grandparents—are 
ignored. As the “return to home” 
trend continues, it is only fi tting 
that one day of the year be set 
aside to honor grandparents. Sep-
tember 12 is National Grandpar-
ents Day, a time to celebrate those 
special people who are always 
there with a hug, a laugh or some-
thing special.

National Grandparents  Day 
originated with Marian McQuade, 
a housewife in Fayette County, 
W.Va. Her primary motivation 
was to help the lonely elderly 
living in nursing homes. She also 
hoped to persuade grandchildren 
to tap the wisdom and heritage 
their grandparents could provide. 
In 1978, President Jimmy Carter 
proclaimed that National Grand-
parent’s Day would be celebrated 
every year on the fi rst Sunday 
after Labor Day.

According to a recent study 
sponsored by Banker’s Life and 
Casualty Company, an insurance 
company dedicated to the fi nan-
cial needs of seniors, elderly 
adults wish to be remembered 
as responsible and loving 
grandparents/parents more than 

You have to choose
to be happy 

For the most part, I’m a happy 
person. I usually see the bright 
side of things and always have 
fun. It’s a family trait that I inher-
ited from my ancestors. 

That’s why I have diffi culty 
relating to the introduction to 
Richard Carlson’s book You Can 
Be Happy No Matter What. 

“Happiness! It’s something that 
all of us want but few of us ever 
achieve,” says Carlson. 

Can that be a true statement? 
If it is true that few of us ever 

achieve happiness, I wonder why. 
Is it our own fault? Is it the fault 
of our genes? Or is it just because 
we never got the hang of it? 

Whatever the reason, we can 

In the market for a used car?
The Virginia Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices’ Office of Consumer 
Affairs warns consumers to be 
on the lookout for cars that 
have been damaged by the 
recent heavy rains caused by 
Hurricane Charley.

The flooded cars may show 
no obvious signs of problems, 
but anyone shopping for a used 
car needs to look very carefully 
at a number of details to avoid 
being taken for more than a 
ride.

Finding rust is an important 
tip-off that a car may have been 
water-damaged. Buyers should 
pull up mats to see if rust 
has bled through to the car-
peting. They should also check 
the trunk for seams and welds 
that might show rust in crev-
ices. The tire well is often 
overlooked in the refurbishing 
process, so checking under the 
carpet in that area will usually 
show signs of rust if they are 
present on the car.

Another clue is to look for 
fresh paint in unusual places. 
It may have been used to cover 
rust or discoloration on the 
engine, interior fittings, under-
carriage or even the tires. Also 
look for silt or debris left 
behind by high water and make 
sure that gauges are moisture-
free.

A car’s electrical system can 
also sustain significant damage 
after prolonged exposure to 
moisture. Look for a new alter-
nator and new surface wiring.

A potential buyer should be 
wary of a strong odor of dis-
infectant or air freshner which 
has been used to mask the smell 
of mildew. Also, take note if the 
car’s floor mats do not match 

Book shows early
parish holdings

The Foundation for Historic 
Christchurch recently 
pubished Landholders and 
Land holdings, documenting 
the mid-18th century landown-
ers of Christ Church Parish. 
The book includes a fold-out 
22- by 26-inch color map 
that plots all the holdings. 
The book costs $8 and can 
be purchased at the Christ 
Church Gift Shop or at 
www.christchurch1735.com. 
The map can be purchased 
separately for $5.

Bicycles inspected 45 years ago
Kilmarnock town sergeant Bill Harriman (right) inspects bicycles for safety in 1959 or 1960. 
From left, the boys are Bruce Gravatt, Jack Thomp son, David Goodman, Steve Bonner, Emerson 
Gravatt, Bradford Moore, Jete Edmonds and David Towles. Emerson Gravatt recalls that Harri-
man also ad monished them to be more careful riding on streets and sidewalks and gave them 
safety inspection certifi cates. The photo is from the collection of the Lancaster County History 
Book Committee, publishers of Lancaster County Virginia: Where the River Meets the Bay, avail-
able at Mary Ball Washing ton Museum & Library in Lancaster, The Book Nook and Twice Told 
Tales in Kilmarnock and White Stone Pharmacy.

the rest of the interior, indi-
cating they had to be replaced 
because of excess water.

Relatively new cars which 
can command high prices are 
the most likely candidates for 
refurbishing. To entice buyers, 
the seller will often offer these 
cars under the usual market 
price, which gives credence to 
the frequent consumer warning 
that if a deal sounds too good 
to be true, it probably is.

To reduce the possibility of
problems with used car pur-
chases, the Office of Con-
sumer Affairs recommends that
buyers deal only with reputa-
ble dealers and that they have
the prospective purchase thor-
oughly inspected by a reliable
mechanic before any contract
is signed.

For additional information,
contact the consumer protec-
tion hotline at 800-552-9963.

Used car buyers warned 
to look for water damage

Honor grandparents on September 12
anything else.

“Spending this special day with 
your grandparents is one of the 
greatest gifts they can receive 
from you,” said Donna Avolt, 
manager of the Lafayette, Ind., 
Bankers branch.

It also has several health bene-
fi ts for senior Americans. Robert 
N. Butler, M.D., world-renowned 
authority on aging and head of the 
International Longevity Center, 
an affi liate of Mt. Sinai Medical 
School, New York, said, “Playing 
with grandchildren is a great way 
to stay young at heart. Chasing 
a toddler around can be just as 
much exercise as an afternoon at 
the gym, and is more fun.”

Scientists have also found that 
laughing is contagious and is 
good for the heart. According to 
Nobel Prize nominees Dr. Gael 
Crystal and Dr. Patrick Flanagan, 
children laugh about 400 times 
a day, while elderly adults laugh 
only 10-15 times daily.

“The grandparent/grandchild 
relationship is one of the more 
special bonds in the world and 
celebrating this relationship can 
only strengthen the bond,” said 
Avolt. She suggests the follow-
ing activities to help families cel-
ebrate this Grandparent’s Day 
together:

• Having grandparents teach 
grandchildren a card game or 

play a favorite game. Playing this 
game can become a tradition. It 
can also be fun for the grand-
child to learn a game that their 
grandparents enjoyed when they 
were young.

• Go to a favorite place 
together. Whether it be the grand-
parent or grandchild’s favorite 
spot, it can provide the oppor-
tunity to learn more about each 
others interests.

• Create a “hot or not” list. 
Grandparents list “hot” items, 
toys, television shows from when 
they were young, and compare 
lists with the grandchild’s.

• Write titles and dates on 
the backs of photos. In the pro-
cess, grandparents can tell sto-
ries about relatives and help to 
preserve family history.

• Create a family web page. 
In doing this, the child can learn 
more about family history and 
the grandparent can learn a little 
more about current technology.

• Make homemade ice cream 
or bake cookies. Not only is this 
a tasty idea, it is fun to decide 
what fl avor to make and to eat 
the creation together.

To learn more about seniors 
and aging, visit 
www.bankerslife.com.

(Linda Heacox is a certifi ed 
senior advisor with Bankers Life 
and Casualty Company).

This Side of 60
by Marie Snider

all profi t from reading a guide 
to happiness like Carlson’s book. 
Carlson is a well-known psychol-
ogist and the author of Don’t 
Sweat the Small Stuff. 

In his book , You Can Be Happy 
No Matter What, Carlson defi nes 
happiness: “It is characterized by 
feelings of gratitude, inner peace, 
satisfaction, and affection for our-
selves and for others.” 

He goes on to say that happi-
ness is a state of mind, not a set 
of circumstances. 

If you are unhappy, ask yourself 
what made you feel so unhappy. 
Is it what someone else did or 
said? Is it what you didn’t achieve 
in your life? Or is it what you 
don’t own? 

Carlson cites an example: “Let 
us pretend that you accidentally 
spill a glass of water on the fl oor 
of a restaurant and look up to see 
that a man, two tables over, has 
fl ashed what you believe to be a 
disapproving look. You respond 
with anger. ‘What’s the matter 
with that guy,’ you think. ‘Hasn’t 
he ever dropped anything? What 
a jerk!’ 

“Your thoughts about the cir-
cumstance make you frustrated, 
and end up ruining your after-
noon. Every few minutes you 
remember the incident, and as 
you think about it, you become 
angry. But the truth of the matter 
is that person didn’t even see you 
drop the water. He was in his 
own world, reacting to his own 

thoughts about an error he had 
made at work earlier that day. He 
couldn’t have cared less about 
you. In fact, he didn’t even know 
that you existed.” 

Even if the man in the restau-
rant had seen you spill the glass 
of water and had purposely given 
you a disapproving look, you 
could choose to think, “He must 
be an unhappy man to respond 
like that.” Then dismiss the inci-
dent. 

Always remember that unhap-
piness begins as a thought, and 
that thought is translated to 
a feeling. Likewise, happiness 
begins as a thought and then 
becomes a feeling. 

“We are the thinkers of our 
own thoughts,” says Carlson. 
So if you want to be happy, 
learn to control your thoughts. 
And as you control thoughts, 
always stay in the present 
moment. 

Let go of the past and don’t 
worry about the future. Happy 
people view life as a series of 
present moments. Life is to be 
lived now. 

Always remember that your 
happiness is your responsibility 
and you have everything nec-
essary to be happy, no matter 
what circumstances come your 
way. 

So why not take control of 
your thoughts today and choose 
happiness as a way of life? 

Copyright 2004 Marie Snider 

Find old friends
 at the 

Rivah Junction!

www.rrecord.com

 Type:  http://www.rrecord.com in your browser

A version of the weekly Rappahannock Record is now available worldwide
via the internet. Anyone with a computer, modem and internet srevice can
access The Record Online 24 hours a day! Content changes weekly to
coincide with the publication date of the Rappahannock Record.



Varsity football
(scrimmages 6 p.m.)
August 27: 
Lancaster at Sussex
Northumberland at King & 
Queen
Volleyball
(JV 6 p.m.; varsity 7:30 
p.m.)
August 30:
Northumberland at 
Mathews
August 31:
Lancaster at West Point
Essex at Mathews
September 2:
Northumberland at Charles 
City
West Point at Essex
Golf
August 30:
Mathews at Rappahannock, 
Village Green Golf Course

August 31:
Lancaster and Rappahan-
nock at W&L, Bushfi eld Golf 
Course.
James Monroe and Essex 
at Northumberland, Quin-
ton Oaks Golf Course.
September 2:
W&L and Essex at Lan-
caster, Golden Eagle Golf 
Course.
Northumberland and James 
Monroe at Rappahannock, 
Village Green Golf Course.

Field hockey
September 1:
New Kent at Lancaster
September 2:
Lancaster at Caroline
Northumberland at Freder-
icksburg Academy
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Page Hunt and Dr. Broaddus Gravatt deliver the torch to its 
resting place to begin the games. 

In the spirit of Athens, and 
because exercise is more inviting 
when it’s fun, residents at Rappa-
hannock Westminster-Canterbury 
are competing in a Golden Olym-
pics 2004. The two-week series 
of contests ends Friday with a 
parade of athletes and the award-
ing of Northern Neck Oyster 
Medals at closing ceremonies.

The 17 contests have ranged 
from badminton to billiards to 
wheelchair croquet. Thirty res-
idents have entered the putting 
contest. Four women and six 
men played cut-throat ping pong, 
and four men ranging in age 
from 77 to 96 swam the 50-yard 
freestyle, turning in remarkably 
close times that will not be 
adjusted for age.

“Freestyle is not my favorite 
stroke, but it’s my fastest,” said 
swimming contender Gen. W. H. 
Sterling Wright, a member of the 
West Point swim team 75 years 
ago. Arriving later at the half-
mile walking relay to cheer for 
his wife, Gibby, Gen. Wright was 
drafted onto a 3-person team. 

“We are the winners,” said Mrs. 
Wright after the relay, refering to 
all 12 walkers, not just the team 
that fi nished fi rst.

“The purpose of the Olympics 
is to offer a campus-wide event 
open to all residents regardless 
of the level of care,” said Maria 
Ferrand, resident life coordi-
nator. “That’s why we have a 
wheel chariot obstacle course 
and  sitting volleyball. But 
we also have the men’s and 
women’s triathlon that includes 
swimming, walking and cycling. 
There is a strong emphasis here 
on wellness.”

Gathered under the portico for 
the opening ceremonies, residents 
burst spontaneously into the sing-
ing of “God Bless America” as 
an authentic Olympics fl ag was 
raised up the fl agpole. 

Bob Shultz led the opening 
torch relay with 12 passes of 
the torch from runners to walk-
ers to cyclists to cart drivers 
to residents in wheelchairs. Dr. 
Broaddus Gravatt and Page Hunt 
completed the poignant fi nal leg. 
Not only are Gravatt and Hunt 
father and daughter, but he is 
one of RW-C’s most recent resi-
dents and she is among its earli-
est employees. 

After they placed the torch in 

RW-C stages Golden Olympics

its holder, interim chief execu-
tive offi cer Stuart Bunting pro-
claimed the famous four words: 
“Let the games begin.”

Reporting for some ongoing 
events, like the fi shing tournament, 
is based on the honor system. Last 
week health services residents had 
caught seven fi sh in RW-C’s Wood 
Duck Lake, and so had Burns 
“Bunny” Gibson, who noted that 
fi shing and honor systems are not 
normally compatible.

Staff members designing and 
implementing the Olympics are 

Ferrand and Amy Lewis, assistant 
coordinator of resident life; Tish 
Nystrom, RN, clinic director; Lil-
lian George, clinic offi ce man-
ager; and Trish Geeson, health 
services activity coordinator.

“We couldn’t have asked for 
it to go any better,” said Lewis. 
“There’s been such good partici-
pation, and people have been so 
upbeat and positive. There have 
been no poor sports or bad atti-
tudes. It doesn’t matter what team 
you’re on; everybody cheers for 
everybody else.”

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster High’s golf team will 

have played over half its schedule 
when school starts in two weeks. 

Already with a 4-5 overall 
record, LHS will have just four 
regular season matches remain-
ing when the 2004 school year 
begins Tuesday, September 7. 

The Devils will host James 
Monroe on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 8. They lost to the district’s 
top pick, 169-195, when the two 
met last Tuesday at Canon Ridge 
Golf Course in Fredericksburg. 

“JM is it,” said LHS coach Fred 
Swaffi n. “I think they’re the class 
of the district.”

But don’t count Swaffi n’s golf-
ers out of the running just yet. 

The LHS team is young and 
talented. 

He fi elds a squad of four fresh-
men, three sophomores and one 
senior. And the underclassmen 
aren’t just bodies on the team; 
Swaffi n relies on them. 

“It’s a building year,” Swaffi n 
said. “It’s a freshmen-dominated 
team, but our freshmen are just as 
strong as our sophomores. What 
we’re doing is reaping the rewards 
of a middle school program that’s 
really prepared them.”

Three of the team’s freshmen—
Ryan Reynolds, Matthew Smith 
and Justin Guthrie—have earned 
starting spots, along with soph-
omore returners Ross Kellum 

and Morgan Oliver and senior 
returner Josh Hudson. 

Six golfers play in each match 
with the lowest four scores count-
ing. 

Smith is playing in the number 
one spot. A dedicated golfer who 
played the state’s youth tourna-
ment circuit this summer, Smith 
is “a rock,” said Swaffi n. “You 
can’t get any steadier than Mat-
thew,” who routinely shoots a 43 
or 44 on nine holes. 

Hudson shot a 42 Thursday to 
lead Lancaster in a win over Rap-
pahannock at the Golden Eagle 
Golf Course in Irvington. The 
Devils and Raiders tied 187-187, 
with LHS posting the low score 
on a one-hole playoff. Smith, 
Hudson, Reynolds and Kellum 
outshot Rappahannock, 25-27, on 
the tie-breaker. 

Northumberland beat the 
Devils, 179-187, during the tri-
match as Lancaster fell to 1-2 in 
district play. 

Lancaster beat Mathews, 
Nandua and West Point earlier 
this season and lost twice to Mid-
dlesex and Northumberland. 

Hudson was playing one of his 
best rounds during Thursday’s 
tri-match, going into the ninth 
hole at just one-over-par. 

“Josh can shoot some low 
scores and he will,” said Swaffi n. 
“I’m looking for him to come on 
strong in district play.”

During a tri-match against Mid-
dlesex and Mathews in the season 
opener, Hudson had four birdies. 
He shot a 45 to help lead Lan-
caster over the Blue Devils. 

Newcomer Reynolds “has 
some real potential,” said Swaf-
fi n.  “He makes good, solid con-
tact every time he swings and 
that’s just natural, not learned. 
He’s got natural ability.”

Oliver, the team’s number six 
man, has already shot a personal 
best, scoring a ten over par 46 
against the Yellow Jackets at 
Canon Ridge. 

Also seeing playing time this 
year will be sophomore returner 
Benjamin Conboy and freshman 
newcomer Travis Evans. 

Hudson, Kellum and Oliver all 
started last year. 

“The wonderful thing is that 
all these guys shoot about the 
same thing, between 48 and 52,” 
said Swaffi n. “They’re very con-
sistent. We’re excited about the 
season and the golfers we have.”

SCHEDULE 
Aug. 31 at W&L
Sept. 2 W&L and Essex
Sept. 8 James Monroe and Mid-
dlesex
Sept. 14 at Northumberland
Sept. 21 at Mathews
Sept. 22 at Rappahannock
Sept. 27 District tournament at 
James Monroe

LHS golfers swing into match play

Members of the Lancaster High golf team are (from left) coach Fred Swaffi n, Ryan Reynolds, 
Justin Guthrie, Morgan Oliver, Ross Kellum, Matthew Smith and assistant coach Craig Smith. 

■ Try-outs set 
The Northern Neck Rage girls 

fast pitch softball organi zation 
will hold 2004-05 tryouts for ages 
10 to 23 on August 29 at 2 p.m. 
at the Richmond County Little 
League Complex in Warsaw. 

The Rage is preparing for a fi fth 
season with teams in a number of 
divisions. If a player cannot be 
present or wants more informa-
tion, call 333-9399. 

Sports
Shorts

■ Dog classes to begin
The Northern Neck Kennel 

Club is now accepting applica-
tions for fall agility and handling 
classes beginning September 18. 
Dog agility is suitable for all 
breeds of dogs, six months and 
older. Prior obedience training is 
not necessary, but the dog must 
be able to be controlled while 
working in a group setting with 
other dogs.

For an application for agility, 
call Joyce Burgess at 462-0946; 
for handling, call Brigitte Marchal 
at 804-394-2612; or visit 
www.northernneckkennelclub.com.

This week offered wonderful 
weather and great fishing. 

The highlight of the week 
has been Spanish mackerel. It 
appeared as though these fish 
showed up in mass nearly over-
night. For the most part, their 
migration actually came up the 
western side of the bay in the 
higher salinity waters and then 
filtered throughout. 

These tasty specimens are 
available outside of the Rappa-
hannock River mouth, between 
Windmill Point and Bluff Point, 
on Smith Point Bar and along 
the channel edges from Buoys 
66 to 70. 

Trolling speeds of fi ve knots 
(1 knot = 1.15 mph) or more will 
attract the speedy mackerel. On 
many occasions, the schools are 
mixed with bluefi sh. A slower 
lure speed of 3 to 4 knots will 
allow the blues to partake in 
feeding. In Maryland waters, 
many of the schools have striped 
bass in them. The slower troll-
ing speed also will land a few 
stripers in the coolers. 

The hot lures this week are the 

Drone spoons. A wide variety of 
color combinations make these 
lures versatile enough to produce 
fi sh in most conditions. The most 
productive spoons have been the 
No. 0 silver spoons with either 
hot pink, chartreuse or gold fl ash 
scale. On overcast days, the col-
ored spoons work better. The 
dark green or blue spoons with 
either chartreuse or silver fl ash 
scale will work well when the 
water is clouded or when the sun 
is hidden. 

Chumming for bluefish con-
tinues to go well at the North-
ern Neck Reef. That area is also 
holding large croaker during 
the evening hours. 

On the northwest Middle 
Grounds, striped bass continue 
to offer chumming excitement 
with sizes running from 18 to 
22 inches. There remain a fair 
number of blues on that edge as 
well. 

Bottom fishing has been good 
over the past week with the 
lower Potomac River yielding 
croaker and spot off of the 
Coan and Yeocomico rivers. 

The mouth of the Rappahan-
nock River continues to pro-
vide medium-sized croaker and 
spot. There’s also good spot 
action on the oyster beds out-
side of Dividing Creek. 

Flounder are running 
smaller again this week as 
the juveniles are taking baits 
quickly in hopes of bulking 
up and becoming keepers next 
season. The 17-inch-minimum 
size limit is more difficult to 
achieve, yet they are attainable. 
The east side of Tangier Sound 
near Watts Island, the Buoy 62 
edge and the Cell remain the 
most tried locations. 

Explore different areas this 
week. It is always enjoyable to 
find out if the grass is really 
greener. 

“He that would catch fish 
must venture his bait.” -Ben 
Franklin 

Until next week, fair winds.
 (Capt. Billy Pipkin owns and 

operates Capt. Billy’s Char-
ters and Ingram Bay Marina in 
Wicomico Church. 580-7292, 
www.captbillyscharters.com.)

The Fishing Line
by Capt. Billy Pipkin

The Hospice Turkey Shoot 
Regatta has introduced a com-
prehensive website providing 
information for competing skip-
pers, spectators and sponsors.

The regatta will be held 
October 8, 9 and 10 on the 
Rappahannock River with shore-
side events at Yankee Point 
Marina. Skipper registration is 
now open.

Development of the site was 
coordinated with the mailing of 
a letter from John McConnico 
to local sailors inviting them 
to participate in the regatta. 
McConnico is a former owner 
of Yankee Point Marina and 
one of the regatta founders. He 
emphasized the Turkey Shoot’s 

laid back, fun approach to 
racing that appeals to many 
first-time racers and keeps them 
coming back.

McConnico’s letter is one 
of many items on the site. 
Sailors also will find a link 
to skipper registration, sailing 
instructions for the races, the 
weekend schedule and pictures 
of previous regattas. The site 
announces that skippers may 
arrange for Starke Jett to photo-
graph their boat at the regatta. 

The site provides informa-
tion fo  r spectators on the 
Miss Ann cruise from the Tides 
Inn and on ordering Saturday 
dinner tickets.

The site explains the concept 

of hospice care for terminal ill-
ness and opportunities for hos-
pice volunteers. Through the 
support of sponsors and regatta 
program advertisers, the Turkey 
Shoot provides a major source 
of funding for local hospices. 
Participating hospices are 
Northern Neck Hospice Sup-
port Services, Middlesex Hos-
pice Care Services, and 
Riverside Hospice Agencies. 
The funds raised are spent in 
the community for services at 
no charge to recipients.

The website address is 
www.hospiceturkeyshootregatta.com. 
Ullman/Skelley Sails of I rving-
ton and Premier Sailing School 
sponsor the site.

Turkey Shoot Regatta
website is introduced

THE RECORD ONLINE
www.rrecord.com

Sports Schedule      

^ 8/314^

High 12:55 1.9’
Low 7:21 0.0’
High 1:14 1.8’
Low 7:46 0.0’

^ 9/014^

High 1:39 1.8’
Low 8:03 0.0’
High 1:59 1.8’
Low 8:34 0.1’

^ 9/024^

High 2:23 1.7’
Low 8:44 0.1’
High 2:43 1.8’
Low 9:21 0.2’

^ 9/034^

High 3:05 1.6’
Low 9:24 0.1’
High 3:26 1.7’
Low 10:09 0.3’

^ 8/31^

Sunrise 6:35
Moonset 8:05
Sunset 7:36
Moonrise 8:45

^  9/1^

Sunrise 6:36
Moonset 9:12
Sunset 7:34
Moonrise 9:10

^  9/2^

Sunrise 6:37
Moonset 10:17
Sunset 7:33
Moonrise 9:35

^  9/3^

Sunrise 6:38
Moonset 11:21
Sunset 7:31
Moonrise 10:01

Tue 8/31
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Wed 9/1

r
Thu 9/2

s
Fri 9/3
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^ 8/274^

Low 4:07 0.2’
High 9:45 1.5’
Low 4:08 0.1’
High 10:23 1.9’

^ 8/284^

Low 5:02 0.1’
High 10:44 1.6’
Low 5:08 0.0’
High 11:18 1.9’

^ 8/294^

Low 5:52 0.0’
High 11:37 1.7’
Low 6:04 0.0’

^ 8/304^

High 12:08 1.9’
Low 6:38 0.0’
High 12:27 1.8’
Low 6:56 0.0’

^ 8/27^

Moonset 3:11
Sunrise 6:32
Moonrise 6:38
Sunset 7:41

^ 8/28^

Moonset 4:27
Sunrise 6:33
Moonrise 7:18
Sunset 7:40

^ 8/29^

Moonset 5:43
Sunrise 6:34
Sunset 7:39
Moonrise 7:51

^ 8/30^

Sunrise 6:34
Moonset 6:56
Sunset 7:37
Moonrise 8:19
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Sat 8/28

m
Sun 8/29

Full - 10:22O
Mon 8/30

p
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Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
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White Stone/Grey’s Point Tides, Sun, & Moon – August/September, 2004

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

Ice • Bait • Tackle • Live Peelers • Blood Worms
Chum • Marine Supplies

Rt. 3 • White Stone • Mon-Thurs 9-5, Fri-Sat 9-6
435-6750

We have the largest
variety of the freshest
seafood in the area!
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BATES POOLS
Over 30 years in Pool Construction

LOOP LOC COVERS
Authorized Dealer

The BEST safety cover on the market!

10% OFF covers ordered by 8/31/04

• INGROUND VINYL POOLS
Season-ending DISCOUNTS

Call for FREE estimates

804-580-5464
GUARANTEED prompt response

Fall sneaked in while I was 
still enjoying summer. Three very 
young fawns are showing up in 
the fi elds of Clifton and even on 
roadsides on the farm.

Mama is close, I’m sure. 
Another little one is with his 
mother, but doesn’t get much 
attention from us. They all will 
be ready for winter. I’m not.

Hummingbirds are getting 
ready. Because males begin 
migrating much earlier than 

females, both parents have been 
busy training their young ones 
for the strenuous journey. Wings 
must be strong, bodies fl exible 
and prepared for change.

Now all these birds need to be 
storing fat for energy. Please keep 
feeders fi lled with sugar water 
until late October, even when you 
no longer see them. Stragglers 
often come by; we want them to 
come back.

Butterfl ies are still plentiful and 

busy too: yellow sulphurs, white 
cabbages and orange ones that 
fl utter too fast for me to identify. 
As I stand on the step, a black 
pipevine butterfl y sails in from 
the backyard. I can see its blue 
wash across its back wing.

I have to duck and dip and twist 
and turn to avoid being fanned or 
hit by the dancing butterfl y. Sud-
denly, I realize I’ve been kissed 
by a butterfl y.

Window on Wildlife
by Joyce Fitchett Russell

Archery, shotgun and muzzle-
loader deer hunts are scheduled 
on Rappahannock River Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge lands. 
Hunting hours are from a half-
hour before sunrise to a half-hour 
after sunset. For a schedule, ref-
uge-specifi c regulations and tract 
maps, call the refuge headquar-
ters at 333-1470. 

The Lady Ann is a 15-foot cat-
boat built by William Carl over 
the last three years and she has 
arrived in Indian Creek.

  Carl built the boat in his 
garage for his grandson, Noah 
Carl, who lives in England. 

  Carl retired from Grum-
man-Northrop as manager of the 
marine department. He decided 
to build the boat using a cold-
molded veneer process. While he 
worked on the project, Noah took 
sailing lessons at Premier Sailing 
School for three seasons.

  Carl’s friends helped him 
turn the boat over as needed. The 
formulation of the veneer ingre-
dients had to be adjusted for vary-
ing temperatures in the unheated 
garage. 

  The Lady Ann was lowered 
into the water at Tiffany Yachts. 
Her name painted in gold, she 
fl oated on her lines.

  Carl says such boats can 
have two christenings, the fi rst a 
quiet dip, sometimes at night, the 
proper one later with guests and 
champagne.

William and Noah Carl sail the Lady Ann. 

The Lady Ann arrives

Mud fun it is
It’s time to get dirty at the annual Mud Bog in Lively. The event, to benefi t the Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department, 
will begin Saturday, August 28, at 12:30 p.m. at the ULVFD pavilion. Admission is $6 per person; children 12 and under free. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m. and closes at noon. The fee for participants is $20 per entry, per person, per class. Four divisions 
of trucks will be featured.

A “creepy crawly” program from 
4 to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday con-
cludes August interpretive activi-
ties at Belle Isle State Park.

“If it creeps and it crawls, come 
out and see them at Belle Isle State 
Park,” said park interpreter Fawn 
Rost.

The program is free; however, 
there is a parking fee.

The park is in Lancaster County 
on the Rappahannock River, Mul-
berry and Deep creeks at the end 
of Belle Isle Road, off River Road. 
The park is open daily from sun-
rise to sunset.

Park amenities include picnic 
areas, a handicap accessible board-
walk and fi shing pier, hiking/
biking paths, bridle trails, over-
night accommodations, motorboat 
ramp ($3 fee), canoe and kayak 
rentals ($6 per hour, or $12 for four 
hours), bicycle rentals ($3 per hour, 
or $8 for 4 hours); and motorboat 
rentals (from $10 to $18 per hour, 
or $50 to $90 per day).

Admission to the park is free; 
however, there is a $3 parking fee 
on weekends and holidays; $2 on 
weekdays.

Call ahead to confi rm activites 
and rentals at 462-5030.

State park
is crawling
with critters

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!

Open 24 Hours

www.rrecord.com

Correction
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JIM’S
GYM

52 S. Main St.

Kilmarnock

436-0202 • 435-4074

August 28, 2004
Lively, VA
To be held at the

Lively Fireman’s Pavilion
 next to VA Power

Registration begins at 8 a.m. and

ends at 12 noon (no exceptions)

MUD BOG BEGINS AT
APPROXIMATELY 12:30

Spectator Fee $6.00 per person; 12 & under FREE
The registration fee for participants will be $20.00 per entry per person per class

There will be Four Divisions of Trucks
33” and Under Division sponsored by: Lewis General Repair, Widows Direct of

Northern Neck and Noblett Inc. • 33” to 44” Modified Division sponsored by: Fairway
Products, D&L Marine Construction, Ray Forrester Building Contractor, Hudson-Blunt Insurance
and Davis Electrical, Currie Funeral Home, Chesapeake Homes • Street Outlaw Class Division
sponsored by: Teresa’s Shear Magic and Ransones Nursery, TK’s Corner Restaurant, Hayden

Construction • Unlimited Class sponsored by: Al Pugh Distributing - winner-take-all prize of $500

All proceeds benefit the Upper Lancaster Vol. Fire Department  • Food and Beverages will be
available • No glass bottles are allowed on premises. Please bring a lawn chair, seating is limited

GIRLS FAST PITCH SOFTBALL
Tryouts for ages 10-23

Sunday, August 29, 2 p.m.
Richmond County Little League, Warsaw

For more info, call (804) 333-9399
www.northernneckrage.com

The 6th annual Lancaster/
Northumberland Habitat for 
Humanity Golf Tournament 
will be played September 29 at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Coun-
try Club near Kilmarnock. 

The format is Captain’s 
Choice. Registration will begin 
at noon; competition at 1:30 
p.m. with a shotgun start.

The tournament will feature 
numerous prizes. Chesapeake 
Boat Basin is sponsoring a 
hole-in one prize of a boat, 
motor and trailer.

A patio social and cook out 
immediately follows the tour-
nament.

Fees include range balls, golf 
and cart, on-course beverages 
and patio social and cookout.  
Package A is $400 for a team 
of 4 players, 8 mulligans and 
a hole sponsorship. Package B 
is $300 for a team of 4 players 
and 8 mulligans. The individ-
ual entry fee is $65, which does 
not include mulligans.

Hole sponsorships are $100. 
A company or individual name 
will be placed on a tee sign. 
Proceeds benefit the Lancaster/
Northumberland Habitat for 
Humanity.

To sponsor a hole or partic-
ipate in the tournament, call 
Ed Pittman at 435-4152, or 
golf professional Kevin Aines 
at 435-3130.

Habitat golf
tournament is
September 29

Kathryn Gregory holds a small 
“frog coach” fi gure presented 
to her at the July 31 practice. 

The Northern Neck Family 
YMCA Masters Swim Team, 
the Stripers, begins its 2004-05 
season on September 9. The team 
will again be coached by Kath-
ryn Gregory. 

“ I know there are good swim-
mers in our area who would enjoy 
Masters Swimming, but have not 
yet decided to give it a try. My 
hope is to recruit new members 
this year and allow our program 
to grow,” Gregory said.

She is a certifi ed lifeguard and 
water safety instructor, and a 
masters competitor for 18 years. 
She also is secretary of the Vir-
ginia Local Masters Swim Com-
mittee, and has attended many 
coaching clinics. The team par-
ticipated in the YMCA national 
meet last April. 

The masters program is for 
the adult swimmer, ages 18 and 
above, desiring a regular, struc-
tured workout, incorporating 
stroke technique, aerobic fi tness, 
fl exibility and strength training, 
exercises and team camaraderie. 
Participation in competitive 
events is not required. The abil-
ity to swim 50 yards, or two 
pool lengths, without stopping is 
required.  

Stripers season to begin

Practice times for the swim 
season will be 7 to 8:15 a.m. 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and 
7:30 to 9 a.m. on Saturdays.

To register, call 435-0223, or 
visit the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA. For more information 
about U.S. Masters Swimming, 
visit www.usms.org; for the 
Virginia Masters, 
www.vaswim.org; and for the 
Stripers, www.striperswim.com. 

Virginia Motor Speedway
August 21 results:
Races cancelled due to 
weather
Upcoming races:
August 28
(VMS is on Route 17, eight 
miles north of Saluda.  Pit gates 
open at 3 p.m.; specta tor gates 
at 4 p.m. Track activi ties begin 
at 6:15 p.m.)
Super late models, sports-
men, chargers, all-Americans

Hampton Roads
Kart Club
August 22 results
Restrict junior - Tara Fontaine, 
11th.
Stock medium - Thomas Fon-
taine, fourth.
Senior champs winged - Wil-
liam Conrad, eighth; Madison 
Fontaine, 10th; Thomas Fon-
taine, 13th.
Upcoming races:
(The HRKC races at Langley  
Speedway on Armistead 
Av enue in Hampton. Gates 
open at 8 a.m. )

Colonial Beach Dragway
Upcoming races:
(Colonial Beach Dragway is off 
Route 205 , some 1.7 miles 
north of Oak Grove.)
August 27 - Test, tune, fun and 
grudge matches, street racing, 
gambling races for foot-brake 
and street cars. Gates open at 
6 p.m., racing until 10:30 p.m. 
First round of gamblers races, 
9:15 p.m.
August 28 - Quick 16, niros, 
prostock, blower, turbo; super 
pro, foot-brake, bikes, junior 
dragsters; Quick 8 bikes. Gates 
open at 3 p.m.  Qualify ing 
begins at 4:30 p.m.
August 29 -  Super pro, foot-
brake, bikes, junior dragsters. 
Gates open at 11 a.m.  Qualify-
ing begins at 2 p.m.

The Buick Scramble will hold its 
fi nal Middle  Atlantic PGA Sec-
tional Championship for the 2004 
season on August 27 at Old Hickory 
Golf Club in Woodbridge.

Local teams to compete in Buick Scramble
sectional tournament on September 27

The following programs are 
planned by the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA on Harris Drive 
in Kilmarnock. Finan cial assistance 
may be avail able. Call 435-0223
Gymnastics

The fall semester of youth gym-
nastics for ages 4 and older begins 
September 14 and continues through 
December 7 at the YMCA facility at 
1036 Harris Drive in Kilmarnock. 
The fee is $125 for members and 
$150 for others. Register by Sep-
tember 3.
Football

Late regstration for a fall football 
program will be held through August 
28. Games will be on Saturdays, 
September 11 to November 13. 
Practices will be held on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Home games and 
practices will be held at Lancatser 
Middle School in Kilmarnock. The 
fee is $90 for members and $110 
for non members. 
Tai chi

Tom Martin will lead tai chi 
classes co-sponsored by the Bank of 
Lancaster Golden Advantage Club. 
Classes will be held from 4:15 to 
5:15 p.m. on Mondays and Wednes-
days beginning September 20. The 

class is free for NNYMCA and 
Golden Advantage mem bers.
Swimming lessons

Swimming lessons for youth 
beginners, intermediate swimmers 
and adults will be taught from 
September 14 through 29. Classes 
will meet Mondays thorugh Thurs-
days.The fee is $35 for mem bers 
and $45 for others.
Outdoor soccer

Registration is open September 
1 through 18 for soccer for boys 
and girls age 3 to 14. Matches will 
be held Saturdays from Septem-
ber 18 through November 6 behind 
Lancaster Primary School. The fee 
is $10 for members and $30 for 
others, age 6 to 8; and $15 for 
members and $35 for others, age 9 
to 14.
After school program

Registration is open for an after 
school program serving children 
age 4 years and 9 months to 14 
years. The program will be held at 
the Lancaster Middle School cafete-
ria Monday through Friday from 3 
to 6 p.m. The registration fee is $30 
for members and $40 for others. 
The weekly fee is $30 for members 
and $37 for others.

YMCA News

Seahorses preseason activities begin
Christchurch School students last week returned to campus for preseason sessions in volleyball, fi eld hockey, soccer and football. 
Coach Bob Phipps (left) fi ts a helmet on Will Ri ley of Weems.  On the right, Katharine Vail of Irvington (left) and Meredith Martin 
of Kilmarnock show good fi eld skills at practice. For fall sports schdules, visit  www.christchurch school.org. 

Pit Stop

Linda Walker

Walker competes in 22 races
Linda Walker has competed in 

22 races from January 4 to August 
21. She fi nished in second place as 
the overall female race walker on 
August 21 at the C.H.I.P.S. 5k event 
in Chesapeake.

Walker competes in several 
clubs in the state and now holds 
second place in the Tidewater  
Striders female race walker grand 
prix and third place in the Colo-
nial Road Runner female race 
walker grand prix so far this 
season.

She still has eight more grand 
prix races in three different clubs to 
complete by December.

On October 16,  Walker, her niece 
and friends will compete in the Bal-
timore Marathon.

Walker also is event leader again 
this year for the Virginia Walk from 
Obesity to be held in Richmond at 
Deep Run Park on September 18 
at 9 a.m. The walk raises money 
for education, research and teach-
ing concerning obesity, one of the 
leading causes of death in the U.S.

To learn more, visit 
www.walkfromobesity.com, click 
on “reg. for a walk,” then when 
the U.S. map comes up, click on 
“Richmond, Va.,” or call Walker at 
462-7633.

Club
Golf

Eight tables of Duplicate 
Bridge were in play August 19 
at the Woman’s Club of White 
Stone.

Winners north/south were fi rst, 
Bette and Bob Bolster; second, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Arden 
Durham; and third, Jane Jarvis 
and Fran Blencowe.

Winners east/west were fi rst, 
Carolyn Reed and Rebecca 
Harger; second, Margaret Live-
say and Mary Andrews; and third, 
Tot Winstead and Liz Hargett.

The next bridge for this group 
is August 31 at 1 p.m.

Six-and-a-half tables of duplicate 
bridge were in play August 23 at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone.

Winners north/south were fi rst, 
Ilva Doggett and Kay Williams; 
second, Cynthia Birdsall and 
Arden Durham; and third, Al 
Jodrey and Charlie Smith.

Winners east/west were fi rst, 
Grace Nagel and Iris Panzetta; 
second, Judy Peifer and Virginia 
Adair; and third, Barbara Law-
rence and Terry Carter.

The next bridge for this group 
is August 31 at 1 p.m.

The Woman’s Club of Lan-
caster County held its regular 
sandwich bridge on August 18. 
After enjoying lunch, guests 
played bridge and mahjong. The 
fi rst-place bridge winner was 
Emily Hudnall with 4,860 points 
and second was Helen Kizer 
with 3,420 points. The next sand-
wich bridge/mahjong party will 
be September 15 at noon at the 
clubhouse. The cost is $5 per 
person. Call Betty Thornton at 
462-0742 for a reservation or 
waiting list.

Eight-and-a-half tables of 
duplicate bridge were in play 
August 17 at the Woman’s Club 
of Lancaster.

Winners north/south were fi rst, 
Ginger Klapp and Judy Peifer; 
second, Dianne Monroe and Babs 
Murphy; and third, Kate Frayne 
and Ronnie Gerster.

Winners east/west were fi rst, 
Liz Hargett and Tot Winstead; 
second, Marilyn Burkholder and 
Susie Winter; and third, Terry 
Carter and Barbara Lawrence.

The next bridge for this group 
is September 7, at 1 p.m. at the 
clubhouse. 

Marathon bridge tournament 
group A winners are fi rst, Ilva 
Doggett and Joy Straughan; and 
second, Elaine Weekley and Bar-
bara Shanklin.

Group B winners are fi rst, Fran-
ces Callaghan and Sue Forester; 
and second, Anna Lou Harney 
and Jan Mumma.

Group C winners are fi rst, Car-

Bridge Results
olyn Reed and Rebecca Harger; 
and second, Dolly Abel and Bev-
erly Saunders.

Group D winners are fi rst, 
Mary Jenks and Louise Mohardt; 
and second, Judy Hagerstrom and 
Betty Thornton.

Group E winners are fi rst, Lou 
and Helen Cobb; and second, Art 
and Lyn Neira.

Tartan course
Mens winners at the Tartan 

Golf Course play day on August 
23 were fi rst, Sandy McKelway; 
second, David Couk; third, Andy 
Kauder      and Andrew Sharpe; 
fourth,  Butch Miller; and fi fth, 
Mike Broderick. Sharpe hit near-
est to the pin.

Ladies winners were fi rst, Pat 
Kirby; second, Ann Couk; and 
third, Nancy Gilleece and Susan 
Troubetzkoy.

ICYCC 9-Holers
The Indian Creek Yacht and 

Country Club 9-holers played a 
“no putts” match on July 19. 
Twenty players competed in the 
game where only the fairway 
strokes were counted. 

First place went to Alice Kelley, 
with a score of 33. Pat Willett 
was second, and Nancy Jarrell 
came in third. 

Beaverdam Park at 8687 Roaring 
Springs Road, Gloucester, recently 
announced its family oriented nature 
programs for September.

To register for a program, call 
693-2107.

The park is open daily from 7 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

A moonlight canoe trip will be 
held from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Sep-
tember 3. Canoe, paddles and life 
jackets will be provided. Anyone 
under the age of 16 must be accom-
panied by an adult. The fee is $5 
per person. Advance registration is 
required.

A kid’s scavenger hunt will be 
held from 10 to 11 a.m. on Sep-
tember 11. The program will be 

Beaverdam posts events for September
geared towards all ages. The fee is 
$2 per person. Advance registration 
is required.

An open bass tournament will be 
held from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sep-
tember 18. The entry fee is $30 per 
boat for annual pass holders and 
$35 per boat for others. To register, 
call 693-2107.

A moonlight fi shing trip will be 
held from 6 p.m. to midnight on 
September 24. Red and green run-

ning lights and an all around white 
light are required. Enter the park at 
the Roaring Springs Road entrance. 
Call the Ranger Station for Moon-
light Fishing fees.

A dragonfl ies and butterfl ies activ-
ity will be held from 10 to 11 a.m. 
on September 25. The fee is $3 for 
adults and $2 for children under 
10; not recommended for children 
under age 5. Advance registration is 
required.

Twenty-six, fi ve-person teams 
from throughout the Middle Atlan-
tic PGA Section will tee off with 
an 8 a.m. shotgun start. Teams will 
compete in a modifi ed scramble 

format with a gross winner and a 
net winner advancing to the Buick 
Scramble National Championships 
October 7 through 10 at Grande 
Lakes Resort in Orlando.

Each team participating in the 
sectional championships advanced 
from respective Buick Scramble 
local championships earlier. A total 
of 214 teams from the U.S. and 
Canada will compete at the 2004 
national championships.

Tiger Woods returns as the Buick 
Scramble honorary chairman for 
the 2004 season. Woods, 28, will 
present the trophies to the 2004 
Buick Scramble national champi-
ons at the awards ceremony follow-
ing the conclusion of the fi nal round 
of the national championships.

Local teams competing in the 
sectional championship tournament 
include amateurs Ryan Hinton, 
Welby Saunders, Scotty George 
and Michael Gray with pro Don 
Nelson of the Tartan Golf Course in 
Weems; and amateurs Jack Blunt, 
Billy Hudson, Mike Molineaux and 
Marty Carter with pro Kevin Aines 
of Indian Creek Yacht and Country 
Club.
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another 10.62 inches in July and 
8.19 had fallen during the fi rst 
19 days of August. 

According to Lynch, the 
30-year averages for the North-
ern Neck area are 3.40 inches 
in June, 4.65 inches in July and 
4.12 for August. 

“I’m so tired of the mud,” said 
Liddington. “We’ve got some 
farmers fi ghting 25 inches or 
more of rain.”

According to the research 
center, it rained eight of the fi rst 
14 days of August in Warsaw, a 
time that’s typically hot, humid 
and dry. Elsewhere in the North-
ern Neck, it could have rained 
all 14 days. 

The afternoon thunderstorms 
that move through the area, often 
rolling down the Rappahannock 
River, have dumped an inch or 
more in some localities while 
just a few miles away nothing 
fell. 

Although the area has seen 
more rain than it needs, it appears 
this year’s harvest will produce 
bumper crops. 

The corn is about two weeks 
ahead of schedule, said Lidding-
ton. The stalks started to tassel 
early and now the fi lled out ears 
are drying up, ready for harvest. 

“I still don’t know if Purdue 
has got a big enough parking lot 
to handle the corn crop we have 
coming,” said Liddington. 

Unfortunately, the rain vol-
umes aren’t helping vegetable 
production. 

More diseases are starting to 
show up and the muddy fi elds 
are making it hard for farmers to 
treat for pests. 

“The rain has certainly 
wreaked havoc on the vine crops 
that the commercial farmers are 
growing,” said Liddington. “It’s 
made vegetable production chal-
lenging.”

Cantaloupes and watermelons 
are rotting on the vines, while 

Northumberland county 
administrator Kenneth D. 
Eades said he was in contact 
with weather forecasters and 
state emergency coordinators. 
The county had to make a deci-
sion on whether to open its 
shelter. But the 10 a.m. report 
came in stating that Charley 
was being downgraded to a 
tropical storm. 

Eades said county emergency 
coordinators closely monitor 
weather patterns and will notify 
the local radio stations if a 
storm threatens the area. He 
noted that the state’s emer-
gency officials tend to over-
estimate the impact a storm 
will have in any case to reduce 

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors will hold a public 
hearing August 26 on proposed 
changes to the residential apart-
ment (R-2) zoning provisions.

The board convenes at 7 p.m. 
at the courthouse in Lancaster.

As proposed, asingle-family 
dwellings would no longer be 
a permitted use within the R-2 
zoning district.

The R-2 uses would be 
preserved for multi-family 
dwelling projects, such as 
apartments, condominiums and 
duplexes.

The planning commission 
recommended removal of the 

single-family dwelling provi-
sion in July.

Other agenda items include 
the extension of preliminary 
plat approval for a 15-lot subdi-
vision at the headwaters of the 
Church Prong of Carter’s Creek 
near Irvington. Preliminary plat 
approval for a 34.5-acre sub-
division, requested by Robert 
Bragg III, was granted by the 
supervisors on December 29. 
The project will eventually 
require fi nal plat approval by 
the supervisors.

Coastal Land Development 
LLC is seeking preliminary plat 
approval for a 22-lot subdivi-

sion on 56 acres of property 
near Weems with Corrotoman 
River frontage between Whar-
ton Grove Camp and Cedar 
Pointe subdivision. The super-
visors reviewed the preliminary 
sketch for the proposed subdi-
vision last month.

The board also will consider 
land use department policies 
regarding the submittal of docu-
ments to the offi ce for adminis-
trative review prior to planning 
commission or board consider-
ation. For non-advertised mat-
ters such as subdivision plats, 
15 days advance fi ling prior 
to board consideration is pro-

posed. For advertised items
such as requests for rezoning,
special exceptions and Chesa-
peake Bay Act waivers, 30 days
advance fi ling is proposed.

In other agenda matters, the
board will consider a resolu-
tion authorizing the issuance of
bonds by the county industrial
development authority to the
James Barry-Robinson Home
for Boys in Norfolk. The bonds
would fi nance the construction
of Saint Patrick’s Catholic
School in Norfolk.

The board also will consider
a policy regarding the use of
golf carts on county streets.

Board to hear zoning change

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will hold a public hear-
ing Thursday, September 2, to 
consider a 4-percent tax on food 
prepared by restaurants and other 
businesses in White Stone.

The hearing begins at 7 p.m. 
in the town offi ce at 572 Chesa-
peake Drive.

Council previously indicated 
the tax is needed to increase town 
revenues.

Hearing
to address
food tax

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—The county 

planning commission began work 
last Thursday on a planned unit 
development (PUD) ordinance to 
regulate development of planned 
communities in the future.

The Hanover County PUD 
ordinance is being used as a 
guide and the commission was 
due to discuss the ordinance fur-
ther during a work session Tues-
day night.

The starting point for PUD 
consideration is a 35-acre parcel 
size for property zoned general 
agricultural (A-2) or general resi-
dential (R-1). 

PUD issues before the com-
mission include building density 
per acre, building lot size, total 
number of building units per 
development, requirements for 
open space restricted from devel-
opment, commercial and residen-
tial development for waterfront 
property, septic and sewage treat-
ment requirements, internal road 
standards, and bond requirements 
for road construction.

A PUD ordinance could reg-
ulate future developments simi-
lar to the existing Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury, Hills 
Quarter and Golden Eagle com-
munities in Lancaster County. 

Planners
to draft
PUD regs

White hummingbird visits
A rare white humming bird recently appeared at the 
feeders of Ray and Norma Lumpkin of Ring Farm Road 
near White Stone. At fi rst they thought it was a moth 
or butterfl y. Initially, it seemed not to know how to use 
the feeder, but eventually caught on. It fi t in with the 
red throat, green throat and gray hummingbirds that 
visit regularly. “We feel blessed by this ‘angel,’” Norma 
said. “It was Ray’s birthday, one we never thought he’d 
live to see.” She hopes it returns next year.  

New Tides offers waterfront ‘park’ 
to mitigate condominium density

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—In a twist at last 

Thursday's county planning commis-
sion meeting, the New Tides LLC 
sweetened the pot for favorable con-
sideration of its proposed rezoning of 
the former Tides Lodge property.

Attorney William Kopcsak of the 
Irvington fi rm Hubbard Terry & Kopc-
sak told the commission that New 
Tides will give approximately 12 acres 
of Weems Road land to the county, 
including eight acres with 680 feet 
of Taylors Creek shoreline where the 
water depth is an estimated three to 
four feet.

"It's being conveyed to fulfi ll a dire 
need in this county for public water-
front access," Kopcsak said of the pro-
posed "Taylor's Creek Park" property.

The site is part of a 22-acre parcel 
owned by Velma Krell and under con-
ract to New Tides. It is assessed at 
$414,600. It is located along Moccasin 
Trail on the opposite side of Weems 
Road from the Weems and Gaskins 
roads intersection. The waterfrontage 
of the parcel is across the creek from 
the end of Grand Villa subdivision.

Of the 22 acres, approximately four 
acres with Weems Road frontage and the 
eight acres with Taylors Creek frontage 
would be conveyed to the county. The 
remaining 10 acres in between would 
remain owned by New Tides.

However, the offer of the property to 
the county does not constitute a legal 
proffer. Kopcsak said the transfer can 
not legally qualify as a proffer because 
the 22 acres are not contiguous to the 
Tides Lodge property.

"It's a promise and a pledge from 
Sedona and the Tides Inn," Kopcsak 
said. "It's a promise from a company 
that has kept its pledge in Lancaster 
County."

Kopcsak explained that the property 
offer was an alternative approach to 
resolve commission concerns about 
building density for rezoning and rede-
velopment of the former Tides Lodge. 

The New Tides and affi liate Sedona 
Resort Management have proposed 
a 65-unit condominium development, 
The Pointe on Carters Creek, at the 
9.43-acre former Tides Lodge prop-
erty. The proposal exceeds the three 
building units per acre allowable by-
right under the residential apartment 
zoning (R-2) sought by the develop-
ers. 

Kopcsak told the commission that 
New Tides attempted to buy Tartan 
Golf Course property contiguous to the 
former Tides Lodge property in order 
to increase the project's overall acreage 
and meet the building density guide-
line of three building units per acre. 
That effort was not successful, said 
Kopcsak.

He likened consideration of the prop-
erty conveyance as a building density 
reduction substitute to wetlands replen-
ishment, whereby construction may be 
allowed in one wetlands location if 
wetlands are constructed at another 
location to replace the lost acreage.
Commission action

By a 4-0 vote, the commission sent 
the rezoning request to the board of 
supervisors without a recommenda-
tion. 

On a 5-2 vote in June, the commis-
sion recommended the board deny the 
request. However, on a second unan-
imous vote, the planners agreed to 
continue the request and give the devel-
opers an opportunity to reconsider the 
building density issue.

After the property offer was pre-
sented last week, commission chair-
man David Jones said he wished the 
commission could have been able to 
consider the offer 60 days ago when a 
public hearing was held on the Tides 
Lodge redevelopment.

However, he credited the group for 
its perseverance.

"At least they're making an effort to 
work it out between the county and 
themselves," said Jones.

Planner Robert Smart, who had voted 
in support of the New Tides' request 
in June, reiterated his support for rede-
velopment of the aged Tides Lodge 

complex in addition to the developer's 
proffer to provide sewage service 
to neighboring residential areas that 
include Greentown. He said the offer 
of the waterfront property adds appeal 
to the requests.

"This is a very generous offer," Smart 
said. "We were trying, as you know, to 
get public access to the water, and this 
helps out considerably."

However, Smart also noted that the 
issue of excess building density per 
acre remained, with possible ramifi ca-
tions for future developments.

"Are we giving everyone else a foot 
in the door for development of some-
thing we don't want to see?" he asked.

Planning/land use director Jack 
Larson also questioned whether the 
density issue was adequately 
addressed.

"To me, the issues should be what 
pertains to the property in and of 
itself," Larson said.

 He called the property offer "honor-
able," but questioned the appropriate-
ness of its submission for commission 
consideration subsequent to the June 
public hearing.

"You've heard the input from the 
public, and I don't know that this 
addresses the particular concerns that 
they've raised," said Larson.
Public comment

Although a new public hearing was 

not required because the master plan
and the legal proffers did not change,
Jones opened the fl oor for public com-
ment due to the new offer.

Glenn Brewer of Waterview Point
adjacent to the Tides Lodge property
said the property offer does not change
the building density issue for adjacent
property owners.

Brewer also said he thought the offer
should have been available for public
review prior to a commission deci-
sion.

"If this is going to have a major
impact on the commission, then I think
the public ought to be given the oppor-
tunity to review it," Brewer said.

Jones said the public will have an
opportunity to comment on the prop-
erty offer when the board of super-
visors holds a public hearing for the
rezoning and redevelopment requests.
The hearing date remains to be set.

Jones read a proxy statement from
commission member Ralph Baylor,
who was unable to attend, noting that
Baylor would vote for disapproval
of the requests if building density
and building height issues were not
addressed.

Baylor, Donald McCann and Jack
Russell were absent from the meeting.
Planners Jones, Smart, Tara Booth and
Don Gill voted to forward the rezoning
request with no recommendation.

tomatoes are splitting. Pumpkins 
are nearly gone, said Lidding-
ton.

Fungal diseases, such as fusar-
ium wilt, are killing plants. 
Heavy rain splashes spores from 
the soil onto crop foliage, caus-
ing the leaves to blacken. Toma-
toes are especially susceptible. 

“The late tomato plants are 
fi ring up,” said Liddington. 
“That’s what the farmers call it 
when the disease starts to run up 
the vine.”

Another problem is a lack of 
oxygen in the soil. 

“Healthy soil is 50 percent air 
and if there’s water standing on 
top, there’s no air below,” he 
said. 

Hay also needs dry weather 
for curing and bailing, while 
beans are struggling. That plant 
loves heat. 

Livestock farmers are also 
seeing an increase in foot rot 
among their cows. 

“But, hey, this week is a good 
week,” added Liddington. “So 
far, it’s dry.”

the likelihood of people being 
stranded or caught unaware. 

For those who were listen-
ing to the alarming reports on 
Washington stations and won-
dering who to trust, Eades said 
that the local radio reports were 
reliable and up to date.   

The Atlantic hurricane 
season runs from June through 
November, peaking in mid-
August through mid-October. 

The main factor influencing 
the hurricane season this year 
is warmer-than-normal ocean 
temperatures across the trop-
ical Atlantic, said Jim Laver, 
director of the NOAA Climate 
Prediction Center. 

An important factor in pre-
dicting hurricanes is the El 
Niño phenomenon, which could 
suppress hurricane develop-
ment. Oscillating conditions in 
the southern hemisphere are 
currently neutral (neither El 
Niño nor La Niña), but these 
conditions are apt to change 
in the next few months, devel-
oping into a weak El Niño 
and shortening the hurricane 
season. 
Historical perspective

Agnes, Bertha, Camille, 
Dennis, Floyd, Gloria, Hazel, 
Isabel—to some they are just 
names, but to Virginians, they 
have a deeper meaning. They 
are hurricanes that have struck 
home.

Since 1953, when the first 
named hurricane, Able, moved 
across Virginia, tropical storms 
have been named and have 
developed their own identities. 

Since Able, 25 hurricanes 
have impacted Virginia.

Hazel is remembered for its 
winds. 

Floyd was wet, slinging 
muddy water across everything 
in its path. 

Camille was Virginia’s dead-
liest, causing flash floods that 
took the lives of more than 150 
people in 1969. 

Bertha, a rare July storm in 
1996, produced six tornadoes in 
Virginia. The strongest of these 
was in Edwardsville where nine 
people were injured. 

The worst storm season Vir-
ginia ever saw was 1893 when 
seven storms hit the region in 
one year. The season began 
early on June 17 with a hurri-
cane moving across the state. 

“Two months later, on August 

23, a hurricane passed just 
off the coast making landfall 
in New York,” said Barbara 
McNaught Watson in “Virginia 
Hurricanes” found at 
www.vdem.state.va.us. “Winds 
gusted to 88 mph at Cape 
Henry. Just five days later, a 
second hurricane crossed the 
state. On October 4, a hurri-
cane veered off the North Car-
olina coast after passing Cape 
Hatteras. Nine days passed and 
then, for the third time, a hurri-
cane passed over Virginia pro-
ducing a 4 5-foot tidal surge up 
the Potomac River. Ten days 
later, a tropical storm made 
landfall on the Delmarva Pen-
insula, and last, on November 
8, a tropical storm passed Cape 
Hatteras and veered out to 
sea.”

In 1955, three hurricanes 
(Connie, Diane, Ione) affected 
Virginia in a five-week period. 

Virginia’s early storm tales 
dwarf anything in the 20th 
century. A 1749 hurricane cre-
ated a 15-foot storm surge in 
Norfolk (6 feet above normal) 
while another in 1878 com-
pletely submerged Cobb and 
Smith islands. 

The majority of hurricanes 
to affect Virginia (61 percent) 
originate off the west coast 
of Africa near the Cape Verde 
Islands. The trade winds carry 
the storm toward North Amer-
ica. The combination of a low 
pressure system over the United 
States and a high pressure 
system in the Atlantic Ocean 
causes the hurricanes to curve 
north. 

The exact locations of these 
pressure systems dictates 

whether the system will hit
land or curve back out into the
ocean. 
All in a name

According to the American
Meteorological Society’s Glos-
sary of Meteorology, “hairy-
cain” is an alternative to the
common spelling in use today.

Hurricane derived from
‘Hurican’, the Carib god of
evil. The Carib god ‘Hurican’
was derived from the Mayan
god ‘Hurakan’, one of their cre-
ator gods, who blew his breath
across the chaotic water and
brought forth dry land and later
destroyed the men of wood
with a great storm and flood. 

Alternative spellings are
foracan, foracane, furacana,
furacane, furicane, furicano,
haracana, harauncana,
haraucane, haroucana, harry-
cain, hauracane, haurachana,
herican, hericane, hericano,
herocane, herricao, herycano,
heuricane, hiracano, hirecano,
hurac[s]n, huracano, hurican,
hurleblast, hurlecan, hurlecano,
hurlicano, hurrican, hurricano,
hyrracano, urycan, hyrricano,
jimmycane, oraucan, uracan,
uracano.

Tropical storm names are
rotated on a six-year cycle.
Names are retired when a storm
is so deadly or costly that
future use of the name would
be inappropriate for reasons of
sensitivity. 

Storm names for 2004 are
Alex, Bonnie, Charley, Dan-
ielle, Earl, Frances, Gaston,
Hermine, Ivan, Jeanne, Karl,
Lisa, Matthew, Nicole, Otto,
Paula, Richard, Shary, Tomas,
Virginie and Walter.

Make Sure People Take Notice

Advertise in the

Rappahannock Record
For Information

Call 435-1701 or 1-800-435-1701

(continued from page A1) Wet summer . . . .

(continued from page A1) ‘Hairycain’ season could prove to be gnarly  . . . .
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