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by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—Many Lan caster County 

property owners this week are receiving eye-
opening notices listing the lat est assessed 
value of their real estate.

On average, the values have risen.
County administrator William H. Pennell 

estimated that over all county property values 
are 35 percent higher than when the last reas-
sessment was performed in 2000.

“That’s based on actual sales and market 
studies that were done,” Pennell said.

He attributed much of the in creased assess-
ment to the value of waterfront property, 
which has soared over the past three years.

However, the increased prop erty value does 
not necessarily equate to higher taxes for all 
property owners, he explained.

The tax rate, set annually by the board of 
supervisors during its budget adoption process, 
de termines how much a landowner must pay 
in real estate taxes. The current rate is $.60 per 
$100 of the value.

Based on the new assessment, Pennell esti-
mates that a tax rate ranging from $.43 to 

$.47 per $100 would provide nearly the same 
revenues ($6.8 million) as anticipated in the 
current 2003-04 county budget.

The supervisors hold a public hearing on 
the budget and tax rate in June, once needed 
expen ditures and other anticipated rev enues 
for the upcoming fi scal year are determined.

Meanwhile, property owners who question 
the values placed on their properties can dis-
cuss their concerns with representa tives of 
Blue Ridge Mass Ap praisal, the company that 
per formed the reassessment. To set an appoint-
ment for an in formal hearing with the asses-
sors, call 462-6040. 

Pennell noted that some calls are already 
being fi elded.

“They will continue to hold these informal 
hearings until there are no more calls,” Pennell 
said.

After the informal hearing process with the 
assessors is complete, property owners can 
further contest their reassess ment through the 
county board of equalization, which is a fi ve-
member citizen board appointed by the super-
visors.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
KILMARNOCK—Rappahan-

nock General Hospital has 
an nounced that it will stop offer-
ing obstetrics services February 
29, forcing expectant mothers in 
the area, and anxious dads, to 
drive an hour or more to deliver 
their babies.

“It’s like taking a step back-
wards for women to have to go to 
Richmond or elsewhere to have 
their babies,” said Alice Black-
stone, who has served for two 
years on the hospital board. 

“Many women choose to have 
their babies here, some choose to 
go elsewhere. but many women 
don’t have a choice. They just 
don’t have the means to go any-
where else,” she said.

Blackstone described last 
week’s vote on a resolution to 
close the obstetrics unit as emo-
tional.

“If there was any way the hos-
pital could make a different deci-
sion, we’d defi nitely keep this 
facility open,” she said.

Ten of the board’s 14 mem bers 
were present at the January 28 

Hospital board votes to close obstetrics unit
Insurance, Medicaid
problems too much

Rappahannock OB/GYN nurses and staff visited Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr. and other legis lators 
last week, exploring options to keep delivery services at Rappahannock General Hospital in 
Kilmarnock.

meeting and voted unani mously 
to pass the resolution, according 
to James M. Holmes, the hospi-
tal’s president and chief execu-
tive offi cer.

Holmes said the board had 
to take action at some point, 
after learning in October that 
Drs. James Hamilton and Mat-
thew Vogel of Rappahannock 
OB/GYN Inc. would likely lose 
their malpractice insurance. 

The two doctors are the only 
private obstetricians practicing in 
the Northern Neck and have priv-
ileges at the hospital, where some 
4,000 babies have been delivered 
in 27 years.

Rappahan nock OB/GYN, 
which has served the RGH 
ma ternity unit since 1977, 
received notice last fall that 
its insurance through Common-
wealth Medi cal of Washington, 
D.C., would not be renewed on 
November 30, 2003.

Drs. Hamilton and Vogel 
scrambled for an alternative and 
were granted a three-month 
ex tension for $25,000. That 
ex tension expires February 29, 

when the hospital will no longer 
have obstetricians to ser vice the 
OB unit.

Rappahannock OB/GYN and 
its doctors were named in four 
malpractice suits within 12 

months, according to Dr. Hamil-
ton. The suits stemmed from inci-
dents which occurred some four 
to six years ago. 

According to Dr. Hamilton, 
while most lawsuits must be fi led 

within two years of the date 
of discovery, lawsuits against 
obstetricians may span a 20-year 
period, from the time the child 
reaches the age of 18 plus two 
years. For that reason, obstetri-

cians have to carry a “tail policy”
which cov ers pre vious acts. 

The cost for the policy which
covers past acts is $150,000,
which Drs. Vogel and Hamilton
will still have to carry even
after their malpractice insurance
ex pires. 

When Dr. Hamilton came to
RGH 21 years ago out of
resi dency, malpractice insurance
at Rappahannock OB/GYN was
approximately $6,000, accord ing
to Holmes. 

Dr. Hamilton said the insur-
ance for the practice had soared
to $70,000 last year and esti mates
for this year had the rates nearly
doubling. 

“We’re not alone in this is sue,
we’re just at the front of it,” said
Dr. Hamilton. “This is year one
of the crisis and this is not going
to go away for us.”

The increases in insurance costs
have been compounded by the
fact that Medicaid reim-
bursements are falling, accord ing
to Holmes. 

Some 270 babies were deliv-
ered at RGH in 2003 and 65 per-
cent (or 175) of those in volved
mothers on Medicaid. Another
three to four percent were “no
pay” and the expenses for those
deliveries were taken as a loss,
said Holmes. 

“This is really a two-pronged

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—A group of 

concerned citizens, farmers, busi-
ness interests, and state health 
department offi cials en gaged in 
a two-hour public meeting last 
week about the ap plication of 
treated sewage waste on farms in 
Lancaster County.

Conducted by Charles W. 
Swanson, a Virginia Depart ment 
of Health treatment tech nology 
engineer in the division of waste-
water engineering, the meeting 
featured information from Swan-
son and a question and answer 
session.

He explained that the sewage 
sludge used for farming applica-
tions is refi ned human waste in 
the form of biosolids.

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—The benefi ts 

of biosolids application for farm-
ing, especially during dry and hot 
weather, were described last week 
by Virginia Depart ment of Health 
engineer Charles W. Swanson as 
organic matter for free.

“You’ll have a heck of a 
lot better soil,” said Swanson. 
“You’ll have more bushels, you’ll 
have more corn.”

Swanson said a truckload con-
taining fi ve to six dry tons of 
biosolids would add an estimated 
one-quarter inch per acre to the 
soil, bolstering the percentage of 
organic matter and retaining more 
water to help crops grow.

“It’s not a fi ve-gallon bucket 
type problem,” Swanson said of 
the soil replenishing. “You’ve got 
to get big.”

Permitted for one year in a 
three year period, the biosolid 
application is free but Swanson 
said there are other costs to the 
farmer, including high phospho-
rous content that has to be man-
aged, exclusion from organic 
grower certifi cation, and a 
de layed fertilizer effect.

“It’s not like an inorganic fer-
tilizer that’s ready to go as soon 
as you lay it down,” said Swan-
son. 

The material must fi rst decay 
for a couple months, he said.

The farming value of biosol-
ids aside, most of the people in 
attendance at last week’s meeting 
were there for specifi cs about the 
potential health risks and envi-
ronmental effects of using treated 
human waste for crop produc-
tion.

Swanson offered assurances 
that such potential health risks 
as the accumulation of heavy 
metal toxins, attraction of dis-
ease-carrying insects and water 

Permits are pending in Lan caster County for the soil appli cation 
of biosolids on the fol lowing tracts: 

•184.5 acres in fi ve fi elds owned by Tommy L. Towles along 
Route 622 and Peirces Road near Nuttsville. The ad joining property 
owners listed in the application are: Roberta A. Pope, Jane L. Savin, 
the Land Corporation, Cecil C. Swann and Theodore Fallin.

• 145.5 acres in seven fi elds owned by L. Meade Conley along 
Routes 600 and 617 near Lebanon Baptist Church. The adjoining 
property owners are Centerview Farm Inc., Bill E. and Nancy M. 
Darby, Ronald D. and Jane A. Forrester, Leon Doubline, Betty L. 
Kelly, Joyce B. Headley Life Estate, Potomac Supply Company, 
John H. Harding Jr. and Karen M. Hard ing.

• 141.3 acres in fi ve fi elds near Litwalton and Balls Branch of 
Lancaster Creek and also property off Shore Drive owned by John 
A. Chilton. The adjoin ing property owners are Robert W. and Doris 
E. Gill, Spencer F. Ball, E.M. Fisher Estate, Edwin Barrack Estate, 
John N. McCarty and Larry E. Brewer.

• 72.5 acres owned by C.C. Swann adjacent to the Towles prop-
erty. The adjoining property owners are Rita E. Boyd, William 
C. Doggett Sr., Willie A. and T.E. Bush Estate, Michael A. Lee, 
Richard Jordan Estate, Geraldine Owens Estate, Freddie O. Owens, 
Thomas L. Towles, and Chesapeake Forest Products.

Virginia Department of Health engineer Charles W. Swanson (above) last week conducted a 
question and answer session in Lancaster regarding the agricultural application of sludge. 

Meeting features sludge spiel
“It’s specifi c sludge that’s been 

treated well enough to be come 
a biosolid,” Swanson said. “It’s 
not raw human waste, but it 
does have the appearance of raw 
human waste.”

Biosolid application is cur-
rently performed in nearly 50 
Virginia counties covering about 
400,000 acres, he added.
Biosolid supplies

Swanson provided details about 
the type of biosolids that appear 
destined for some Lan caster 
County farms by the Remington-
based biosolids sup plier Recyc 
Systems Inc. 

He said the Class B biosolids 
that state and federal court deci-
sions have mandated that Vir ginia 
counties must allow for farming 

applications can have fecal coli-
form counts up to 2,000 times 
higher than excep tional quality 
Class A biosolids that are sold 
commercially in pellet or dry 
form as fertilizer for residential 
use.

However, Swanson noted, the 
Class B biosolids from a pre-
dominant Recyc Systems Inc. 
source, the Blue Plains Ad vanced 
Wastewater Treatment Plant in 
Washington, D.C., of ten yield 
signifi cantly lower fe cal coliform 
counts than the Class A biosolid 
allowance of up to 1,000 milli-
grams per kilogram of dry mate-
rial.

Recyc Systems vice-president 
Susan Trumbo said the Blue 

Farming benefi ts vs. health risks
debated during biosolids session

Sludge permits are pending

well contamination are negligi-
ble. He said biosolids not meet-
ing health department standards 
must digest further or be lime 
stabilized, or else they must be 
dumped in a landfi ll.

“We have carte blanche power 
to say if your sludge isn’t good 
enough, you can’t land apply,” 
Swanson said.

However, former Lancaster 
County supervisor Donald O. 
Conaway questioned whether the 
assurances served to promote a 
biosolids company or actually 
represented the interests of citi-
zens.

“It seems like we’re still not 
getting the clear answers be cause 
we still have the fear of the 
unknown,” said Conaway.

He likened the long-term 
po tential health hazard situation 
to that of the herbicide Agent 

Or ange used during the Vietnam
War and also cited other poten-
tial health hazards, like the
over turning of a truck hauling
biosolids in Westmoreland
County last month.

“If those signs of fear are there,
then you can understand why
there are a lot of fears here in the
county,” Conaway said.

Rev. Gayl Fowler of the Sal-
vation Army/Interfaith Council
water committee encouraged the
health department to consider
increasing buffer distances for
biosolid applications near older
and ungrouted shallow wells.

“Those wells are a bit more
susceptible than say an artesian
well that somebody has,” Rev.
Fowler said.

Rev. Fowler thanked health
department offi cials for visiting

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
Virginians head to the polls 

next Tuesday, February 10, to 
choose their favorite Democratic 
candidate for the 2004 presiden-
tial election.

Candidates vying for the Dem-
ocratic nomination include retired 
Gen. Wesley Clark of Arkansas, 
Sen. John Edwards of North Car-
olina and Vermont Gov. Howard 
Dean, who will bring their cam-
paigns to Virginia in the days 
before the election. 

Sen. John Kerry of Massa-
chusetts, the current front-runner 
for the nomination, Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich of Ohio, the Rev. Al 
Sharpton of New York are also 
on the ballot.

Rep. Richard A. Gephardt of 
Missouri and Sen. Joseph I. 
Lieberman of Connecticut remain 
on the ballot, however, they have 
formally withdrawn from the 
race.

Tuesday’s election is techni-
cally a presidential preference 
primary that precedes district and 
state Democratic Party conven-

Spike in reassessment may
not equate to higher taxes

Democratic primary is Tuesday
tions. Virginia’s 96 delegates and 
13 alternates to be selected during 
those conven tions will be propor-
tionally allocated to presidential 
candidates based on the results of 
the primary.

District-level dele gates and 
al ternates will be selected in dis-
trict conventions in May and 
other delegates and alternates will 
be elected during the state con-

vention on June 5. They all will
report to the Democratic National
Conven tion in Boston in July to
offi  cially select the party’s nomi-
nees for president and vice-presi-
dent.

All registered voters in Vir ginia
are eligible to cast a ballot in the
primary. Polling places open at 6
a.m. and close at 7 p.m. Voting
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EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT
WIN UP TO $1000.

Come out and support your veterans!

Doors open at 6 p.m. • Play starts 7 p.m.
Waverly Ave., Kilmarnock

1/2 mile past fairgrounds on the right.

American Legion

BRING THIS AD AND SAVE A $BUCK
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Brass Polishing
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g

Cash Prize of

$1000.
Guaranteed!

BINGO
This Friday, February 6, 2004

Ruritan Recreation Center
Lively, Va.

To benefit the Upper Lancaster
Vol. Fire Department

SINCE 1965

Howard Miller Clock Service Rep.

GRANDFATHER, MANTEL & SHIP CLOCKS
ANTIQUE & NEW

CLOCK REPAIRS

John C. Willis, Clock Maker,

804-776-9900

ALEXANDER’S:
Full service dining-Lunch & Dinner.
Char-grilled steaks, seafood, salad
bar.  Sunday brunch 11-3, closed
Tues., Wireless internet access.
Power Point capability available for
meetings.  555 North Main St.,
Kilmarnock. Take-out available. 804-
435-3100.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
BAY BREEZE DELI:
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Breakfast all day!  Open late. Daily
specials.  Mon. - Sat. -  6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sun.- 6 a.m.- 4 p.m. Lancaster Square,
Kilmarnock. 435-7796.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
DIXIE DELI:
Family owned and operated (forever!)
Serving lunch 5 days a week, Mon-
Fri., 10:30-3:00, Subs, soup, our fa-
mous potato & chicken salad and
sandwiches, 50 Irvington Rd.,
Kilmarnock 435-6745.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
ECKHARD'S:
German and other fine foods. Open
7 days. Mon. - Sat., 4:30 - 9 p.m.,
Sunday 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Reser-
vations suggested. 804-758-4060.
Topping, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
LEE'S RESTAURANT:
Hometown cooking and atmosphere
in a popular downtown Kilmarnock
tradition. Full menu, local seafood in
season. (B,L,D) Main St., Kilmarnock.
435-1255.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
PIPER’S PUB & TEA ROOM:
The finest in Celtic cuisine served in
a comfortable pub styled atmosphere
in downtown Kilmarnock. Open Tues-
days through Saturdays. Lunch 11:30
to 2:30, Dinner 5 to 9. 37 N. Main St.,
Kilmarnock. 804-435-7178.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
RIVER CROSSING:
Fine dining in casual elegance with
spectacular sunsets overlooking the
Rappahannock at the bridge. Special-
izing in seafood, steaks and pasta.
Weekdays 5-9 p.m. Closed Tues-
days. Lounge open 4 pm-till. Week-
end entertainment. 888-309-9644,
White Stone (D) 436-8439
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dining Guide
TRADITIONAL

DINING
SANDPIPER RESTAURANT:
Est. 1982. Casual relaxed dining with
friendly service. Featuring nightly spe-
cials, charbroiled steaks and fresh sea-
food dishes. Full menu. (D) Route 3,
White Stone. 435-6176.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
SANDPIPER REEF RESTAURANT:
4 Star Dining on the Piankatank.
Friendly, local atmosphere. Fresh sea-
food, prime beef. Thurs-Sat. 5-9. Sun.
11:30-2. Special Parties-Off Nights.
Reservations accepted. Off Rt. 198 in
Mathews County. (D). 725-3331.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S GUILD &
CAFÉ LOTTÉ : Great BBQ Ribs,
chicken, homemade salad, delicious
desserts & more. Serving lunch  Mon.-
Thurs. 11-3, Lunch and dinner Fri. -
Sat. 11-8. Closed Sundays. 529-5938
Lottsburg, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE STEAMBOAT RESTAURANT:
Enjoy casual dining while overlooking the
beautiful Piankatank River Golf Club. We
offer a traditional lunch menu, gourmet
and traditional evening menus and Sun-
day Brunch selections. Open Tues.-Sun.,
11:30 am - 2:30 pm and Friday/Saturday
evenings 5:30 p.m.- 9:30 p.m. Banquets,
functions and group outings also avail-
able. Call 776-6589 (Reservations sug-
gested). Located off Rt. 33 at 629,
Hartfield, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
TOBY'S:
Casual dining, fresh seafood, steaks,
chops & pasta.  Open 7 days at 3 pm.
(D) 804-776-6913.  Deltaville, just off
Rt. 33.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
WILLABY’S:
Comfortable casual atmosphere. Fea-
turing daily chef's specials, gourmet
burgers & delectable desserts. Eat in
or carry out available. Monday-Satur-
day 11-3. Items available for take home
until 4:00. White Stone. (L) 435-0044.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

TRADITIONAL
DINING

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS
located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center,

Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166
ADULTS: $6.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $4.00

SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $4.00
ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $4.00 FOR EVERYONE

* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

SAT. 2/07
BARBERSHOP 2 (PG13)
2:45, 5:00, 7:25, 9:40
CATCH THAT KID (PG)
3:00, 5:10, 7:20, 9:30
YOU GOT SERVED (PG13)
3:10, 5:15, 7:35, 9:50
BIG BOUNCE (PG13)
3:00, 7:15
SOMETHINGS GOTTA GIVE (PG13)
4:15, 7:00, 9:35
TORQUE (PG13)
5:10, 9:25

MON.-THUR. 2/9-2/13
BARBERSHOP 2 (PG13)
7:25
CATCH THAT KID (PG)
7:20
YOU GOT SERVED (PG13)
7:35
BIG BOUNCE (PG13)
7:15
SOMETHINGS GOTTA GIVE (PG13)
7:10

FRI 2/06
BARBERSHOP 2 (PG13)
7:25, 9:40
CATCH THAT KID (PG)
7:20, 9:30
YOU GOT SERVED (PG13)
7:30, 9:45
BIG BOUNCE (PG13)
7:15
SOMETHINGS GOTTA GIVE (PG13)
7:00, 9:35
TORQUE (PG13)
9:25

SUN. 2/8
BARBERSHOP 2 (PG13)
2:45, 5:00, 7:25
CATCH THAT KID (PG)
3:00, 5:10, 7:20
YOU GOT SERVED (PG13)
3:10, 5:15, 7:35
BIG BOUNCE (PG13)
3:00, 7:15
SOMETHINGS GOTTA GIVE (PG13)
5:10
TORQUE (PG13)
4:15, 7:00

Daily Visits • Overnights • Extended Stays
Tess Dumais • Bonded

tess@kaballero.com • Wicomico Church •  804-580-5295

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Sponsored by the

Kilmarnock United Methodist Men

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
5 to 8 P.M.

Delicious Desserts on Sale
By the Methodist Women

Carryout available
Adults:  $7.00 • Children (13/under)  $4.00

Kilmarnock United Methodist Church
East Church Street

RENOVATION SALE

STUDIO GALLERY
RAPPAHANNOCK ART LEAGUE

19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock
Hours: 10 till 4, Tuesday–Saturday

(804) 436-9309

Thru Wednesday, February 11
10% OFF EVERYTHING

Continuing the legacy
On Wednesday, February 11, the Rappahannock Com-
munity College Library in Warsaw will celebrate Afri-
can-American History Month with a performance by the 
Northern Neck Chantey Singers at 12:30 p.m. The pro gram 
follows an 11:45 a.m. lunch organized by library staff and 
Mary Gaskins, administrative assistant to the student devel-
opment offi ce. The group of men in their 70s and 80s 
keeps alive a legacy of African-American work songs, rec-
reating the chanteys that the crews of the men haden boats 
followed to coordinate the raising of their nets. They all 
worked in the Reedville menhaden fi shery at various times 
over a 50-year period starting in the 1930s.

BARBER SHOP2 (PG13)
Fri., & Sat.  (2:15, 4:15), 6:15, 8:15
Sun. (2:15, 4:15) 6:15
Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs.  (5:00), 7:00

(804) 693-2770
(804) 693-7766HILLSIDE CIN E MA

7321 J. CLAYTON HIGHWAY, GLOUCESTER, VA.• SCHEDULE FOR 02/06–02/12

Visit us at www.hillsidecinema.com or www.hc22.com for show times. 
To print money-saving coupon click on certifi cate then free stuff icon.

Students ,  Senior  C i t izen & Act ive  Mi l i tary  $3.50 for  a l l  shows
Chi ldren under 2yrs.  (any show) FREE/Chi ldren 2 to16yrs.  (any show) $3.50

**Shows in  parentheses  (  )  a l l  seats  $3.50/Adul t s  a l l  shows on & af ter  6pm $5.50**

Admission, Medium Drink and Medium Popcorn are all for  $6.00Monday - Ladies Special

SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE (PG 13/2HR 5 MIN.) 
FOR ONE WEEK ONLY

Fri., & Sat. (1:30,3:45) 6:00,8:15 Sun. (1:30,3:45), 6:00  
Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. (4:30), 6:45

February
5 Thursday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Rappa han-
nock Westminster-Canterbury.
Bingo is played at the Ameri can 
Legion Post 86 on Waverly 
Avenue in Kil marnock at 7 p.m.
The White Stone Planning Com-
mission meets at 6 p.m. at the 
town offi ce.
The White Stone Town Council 
meets at 7  p.m. at the town offi ce.
The Wetlands Board for Nor-
thumberland County  meets at 
7:30 p.m. at the courthouse in 
Heathsville.
The First Thursday Se niors meet 
at 11 a.m. at White Stone United 
Methodist Church. For lunch reser-
vations, call 435-3046.
Jeff Bishop will review Lan caster 
County, Virginia, Where the River 
Meets the Bay
at Books and Coffee at 10:30 
a.m. at the Lancaster Commu nity  
Library in Kilmarnock.
The Northumberland County  
Republican Committee meets at 
7:30 p.m. at the Northumberland 
County Public Library at 7204 Nor-
thumebrland Highway in Heaths-
ville. 529-5856.

6 Friday
Narcotics Anonymous meets at 
8 p.m. in Charterhouse in Kilmar-
nock. 580-4400.
Bingo begins at the Upper Lan-
caster Ruritan Cen ter in Lively at 
7:30 p.m.
Dave Long is featured on the 
piano from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
Bam bery’s Restaurant in Heaths-
ville. For dinner reserva tions, call 
580-8181.
Bingo will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at the Mid-County Rescue Squad 
building in Heathsville.
The Rappahannock Com munity 
College Board of Directors con-
venes a special meeting  at 
2:30 p.m. Virginia Community Col-
lege System chancellor Dr. Glenn 
DuBois will discuss the search for 
a college president.

7 Saturday
Line Danc ing will be held by the 
Stepping Stones Square Dance 
Club from 7 to 8 p.m. at 
the Freeshade Community Cen ter 
in Syringa. The cost is $2.50. 
435-6633.
Mayfair House at 460 South Main 
Street in Kilmarnock will hold an 
open house from 1 to 5 p.m. to 
showcase a new 11,000-square-
foot wing.
A Pancake Supper will be served 
at Fairfi elds United Methodist 
Church in Burgess from 5 to 7 
p.m. 453-2631.
The Northern Neck De tachment 
of the Marine Corps League 
meets at 9:30 a.m. at Piper’s Pub 
in Kilmarnock. 453-3458.
The Reedville Fishermen’s Fair 
will be held at Northumber land 
Middle School in Claraville. Hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission 
is $10 for adults, $5 for youth ages 
12 to 17 and free under 12. A two-
day  pass is $15.
February Fashion Fest, a fashion 
show sponsored by the Virginia 
Gamma Alpha Chapter of Alpha 
Delta Kappa will be held from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Dream Fields 
near Kilmarnock. Admis sion is $1 
and a percentage of all sales ben-
efi ts the ADK scholarship fund. 

8 Sunday
A Book Signing begins at 3 p.m. 
at Rappahannock West minster-
Canterbury to com memorate the 
release of Lan caster County, Vir-
ginia, Where the River Meets the 
Bay. Author Carolyn Jett, Roger 
Mudd and other Lancaster County 
History Book committee members 
will be present.
The Northern Neck Rose Soci-
ety meets at 2 p.m. at De Sales 
Hall in Kilmarnock.

8 Sunday
The Reedville Fishermen’s Fair 
will be held at Northumber land 
Middle School in Claraville. Hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission 
is $10 for adults, $5 for youth ages 
12 to 17 and free under 12. A two-
day  pass is $15.
The Widowed Persons Service 
for Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties holds its lunch brunch at 
Village Green in Callao immedi-
ately fol low ing church services.

9 Monday
The Lancaster County School 
Board will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
Lancaster Middle School in Kil-
marnock.
The Northumberland School 
Board will meet at 5:30  p.m. at 
the school board offi ce in Lotts-
burg.
Flotilla 33 of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary meets at 7:30 
p.m. in Grace House of Grace 
Episcopal Church in Kilmarnock.
A Bird Walk will be held by 
the Northern Neck Audubon Soci-
ety. Hikers gather at 8:30 a.m. 
at Grace Episcopal Church in 
Kilmarnock to carpool to Laurel 
Farm on Farnham Creek, now a 
part of the Rappahannock River 
Valley Wildlife Refuge.
A Neuro Muscular Support 
Group meets at 10 a.m. at the 
Riverside Wellness Center in Tap-
pahannock. 443-9657.

10 Tuesday
“Surfi n’ the Net,” a com puter 
workshop with Richard Emory  for 
middle and high school students, 
is from 3 to 5 p.m. at Northumber-
land Public Library in Heathsville. 
580-5051.
The Kilmarnock & District Pipe 
Band rehearses at 7:15 p.m. at 
Campbell Memorial Presby terian 
Church in Weems. 462-7125.
Bridge will be played at 1 p.m. at 
Rappahan nock Westminster-Can-
terbury.
The Kilmarnock Planning  Com-
mission will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
town offi ce.
The Kilmarnock Museum Board 
of Directors will meet at 2 p.m. at 
the museum on North Main Street.
The Rappahannock Pistol and 
Rifl e Club will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the Northside Branch of the 
Bank of Lancaster in Kil marnock. 
435-2143.
“Boat Talk,” an exchange of 
ideas  on classic and wooden 
boats, will be held at 5 p.m. at the 
Reedville Fishermen’s Mu seum. 
462-9829.

10 Tuesday
The Musical, “America’s Sing-
ing Sweethearts,”  will be pre-
sented at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Lancaster Middle School The ater 
in Kilmarnock. The “On Stage” pro-
gram is sponsored by the Rappa-
hannock Foundation for the Arts. 
For ticket prices, availability and 
reservations, call 435-0292.
A Democratic Primary will be 
held throughout Virginia. Polling 
places open at 6 a,m. and close 
at 7 p.m. All regis tered voters may 
participate in the election regard-
less of party affi liation.
Narcotics Anonymous meets at 
7 p.m. at Charterhouse in Kilmar-
nock.

11 Wednesday
The Kiwanis Club meets at 7:30 
a.m. at St. Andrews Pres byte rian 
Church in Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for Kil marnock, 
Irvington and White Stone meets 
at 12:30 p.m. at Rappa hannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay Tones  
meets at 3 p.m. at St. Andrews 
Presby te rian Church in Kilmar-
nock. 438-5127.
Piper’s Pub in Kilmarnock hosts 
an acoustic jam session open 
to all musicians, beginning at 7 
p.m.  For dinner reserva tions, call 
435-7178.
The Lancaster Lions Club will 
meet at 7 p.m. at River Crossing 
Restaurant in White Stone.
Dupli cate Bridge will be played 
at 1 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of White Stone. Men as well 
as women, and newcomers, are 
in vited. No reser vations are 
needed. 435-2755.
“Mended Hearts” Chapter 119 
will meet at 11:30 a.m. in the 
River side Wellness and Fitness 
Center at Riverside Hospital in 
Gloucester. The group is for 
former heart pa tients. 725-4919. or 
<mallonrj@rivnet.net.
A Diabetes Education Class 
meets at 10 a.m. at the Rappah-
annock General Hospital Rehabili-
tation and Sports Medicine Center 
in Kilmarnock. 435-8587.
“American Folk Art Quilts” is 
the fi rst presentation in the 2004 
Food for Thought series at Rices 
Hotel Hughlett’s Tavern. The pre-
sentation begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Admission is $30 for the presenta-
tion and dinner at The Tavern; and 
$5 for presentation only. For reser-
vations, call 580-3536.
A Two-Day  AARP Over 50 
Driver Refresher  course begins 
at 9 a.m. at Bethel United 
Methodist Church in Lively. $10. 
462-6069.

11 Wednesday
A Brain Injury Support Group 
meets at 2 p.m. and at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Essex  Public Library in Tap-
pahannock. 986-8073.
The Virginia Watermen’s Asso-
ciation will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
Pilot House in Top ping.

12 Thursday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Rappa han-
nock Westminster-Canterbury.
The Wetlands Board for Lan-
caster County will meet at 9:30 
a.m. at the courthouse in Lan-
caster.
The Board of Supervisors for 
Northumberland County will meet 
at 2 p.m. at the courthouse in 
Heathsville. Public hearings begin 
at 7 p.m.
The Irvington Town Council will 
meet at 7:30 p.m. at the town 
offi ce.
The Interfaith Service Council 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. at Wicomico 
Episcopal Church in Wicomico 
Church.
The Upper Lancaster Ruri tan 
Club will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Ruritan Center in Lively.
American Legion Post 117 will 
meet at 7:30 p.m. at the post 
home in Reedville.
A Spaghetti Dinner will be served 
by the Kilmarnock United Method-
ist Men from 5 to 8 p.m. at Kilmar-
nock United Methodist Church on 
Church Street in Kil marnock. $7 
adults, $4 children.
The Business and Pro fessional 
Women Club serv ing the North-
ern Neck and Es sex meets at 
Lowery’s Restau rant in Tappahan-
nock. The board meeting begins at 
5 p.m., general meeting at 6 p.m. 
and dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Irv Marlar will review Middle town, 
America: One Town’s Passage 
from Trauma to Hope at Books 
and Conversation at Rappa-
hannock Westinster-Can terbury. 
Social time begins at 10:30 a.m., 
the review at 11 a.m.

The new Lancaster County 
history book, Lancaster 
County, Virginia, Where the 
River Meets the Bay, is now 
available in hardback.

To celebrate, the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum is host-
ing a dedication ceremony at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
February 8. 

Famed journalist and host 
of the History Channel’s “His-
tory Alive” Roger Mudd is the 
guest speaker, and the author, 
Carolyn H. Jett, will be sign-
ing books.

Books will be available for 
sale and refreshments will be 
served. Those who previously 
purchased  limited edition soft 
bound copies may exchange 
them for hard bound copies.  

For reservations, call the 
Mary Ball Washington 
Museum at 462-7280. 

Book party
to feature
Roger Mudd
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See the famous Broadway Hit . . .

“THE PRODUCERS”
at Chrysler Hall

Enjoy a day in Norfolk, shop at
MacArthur Mall then enjoy the matinee

Saturday, March 20
Limited seating

Adventure Travel

Washington
   ExcursionZOO Saturday, May 1, 2004

Kilmarnock and Tappahannock pick-ups,
Chartered motor coach, Just $40 per
person, Children 12 & under half price with
a paying adult.

For more info. and/or reservations call:

The Lancaster County History Book, Where the River Meets the
Bay - all 448 pages of the 350 years of our county, its people and

the events that shaped this one small piece of America.

Five years in the making and the talents of a multitude of volunteers
and professionals, each contributing something - a story, a picture

and countless hours poking around to verify some detail.

Everyone is invited to a dedication ceremony and book signing by
the author, Carolyn H. Jett, a Northern Neck writer of renown.

RAPPAHANNOCK WESTMINSTER-CANTERBURY
132 Lancaster Drive, Irvington, VA

February 8th at 3:00 p.m.

Guest Speaker
Roger Mudd

Famed Journalist and
Host of the History Channel’s

HISTORY ALIVE
Member of the Lancaster County

History Book Committee
Board of Directors

The Book will be available for sale and refreshments served.
Those who previously purchased a limited edition soft bound copy may

exchange them at this time for the hard bound copy.

Call the Mary Ball Washington Museum for a reservation
804-462-7280

PLEASE JOIN US AND BE A PART OF THIS
HISTORIC EVENT

LET’S CELEBRATE

Eckhard’s
Restaurant

German and International Cuisine
and Our Staff wish everyone a 

Happy Valentine’s Day
Celebrate 
with us on 
Valentine’s 
“weekend”!
Reservations suggested

~Closed Tuesdays~
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. - 4:30pm–9:00pm 

Sun.-11:30am-9:00pm

758-4060      ❤    Rt. 3, Topping

Pilot House
����������	
����������	


����������������������
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

at

Young Country Band
Dinner 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Prime rib with all the trimmings plus dessert

Dancing 8:30 p.m. – midnight

Rt. 3, Topping • 758-2262 • Open  7 a.m. • 7 Days • All Meals 
Motel open all year, free 

local calls & cable.
All ABC Permits

Private parties up to 300 persons!!! 
Wedding receptions, retirement 
dinners and more! We do it all!!

EVERY TUESDAY
All You Can Eat

Steamed
Shrimp

& Hush Puppies
$12.95

6-9 PM Dine In Only

Rt. 33, Deltaville,Va. / (804) 776-9611
www.taylorsrestaurant.com

SINCE 1929

RESTAURANT

Valentine’s Day comes early to 
the Kilmarnock area with a Tues-
day, February 10, perfor mance 
of “America’s Singing Sweet-
hearts,” produced by Broadway 
Center Stage, at the Lancaster 
Middle School The ater in 
Kilmarnock.

The program begins at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $22.50 for adults 
and $10 for students. For reser-
vations, call 435-0292.

The “On Stage” show is 
sponsored by the Rappahan-
nock Foundation for the Arts 
with assistance from Neal and 
Nickel Wealth Management of 
Wa chovia Securities in Kil-
marnock, the Virginia Com-
mission for the Arts and the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts.

The musical depicts the leg-
endary duo of Nelson Eddy and 
Jeanette McDonald and their 
fascinating and 
unpublicized off-
screen romance. 

Presented in 
two acts, scenes 
are laced with 
some 29 songs 
of love, romance 
and desire by 
Richard Rodgers 
and Lorenz Hart; 
Noel Coward; Victor Her bert 
and Rida J. Young; Herbert and 
Harry B. Smith; Fudolf Friml, 
Otto Harbach and Oscar Ham-
merstein II; Sigmund Romberg 
and Gus Kahn; Romberg and 
Young; Romberg, Harbach and 
Ham merstein; and Herbert Sto-
thart. 

  Suzanne Ishee portrays 
McDonald and Gary Lindemann 
portrays Eddy. Mitch Samu 
ac companies the duo on piano. 
Guy Stroman is the director 
and Vicki Carter is the musical 
di rector.

Ishee wrote the show. She has 
appeared on Broadway as Car-
lotta in “Phantom of the Opera,” 
“La Cage Aux Folles,” “Show-
boat” and “Mame” with Angela 
Lansbury. She has toured with 
the fi rst national company of 
“Jerry’s Girls,” with Carol Chan-
ning (Jay Records). 

Other notable credits include 
the PBS broadcast of “The Merry 
Widow” at New York City Opera 
and the American premiere of the 
musical “Lust-Off” off-Broad-
way. As a pro ducer, she has 
been honored with a Drama 
Desk Award and her production 
“Jessye Norman Sings for the 
Healing of AIDS” received the 
EMMY Award (PBS).

Lindemann made his Broad-
way debut as Raoul in “Phan-
tom of the Opera.” He starred 
on Broadway in “Naughty Mar-
ietta” and “Sweethearts” and 
around the country as Pauli 
in “Company,” Antony in 
“Sweeney Todd,” Lancelot in 
“Camelot,” Tommy in “Briga-

doon,” Pilate in “Jesus Christ 
Superstar,” Fred/Petruchio in 
“Kiss Me Kate” and the title role 
in “The Music Man.” 

Most recently, he starred in 
“Rio” and has toured with the 
multi-platinum selling Trans-
Siberian Orchestra. He also 
starred in Pittsburgh Opera The-
atre’s “Madame Butterfl y.”

Samu is keyboardist for Broad-
way’s “Little Shop of Horrors” 
and rehearsal accom panist for 
Broadway’s “The Lion King.”  
He served as mu sical director 
for the New York City produc-
tion of “Waiting for the Glacier 
to Melt” and associ ate conduc-
tor for the National Tour of “Sat-
urday Night Fever.” 

He has served as keyboardist 
for Westchester Broadway’s 
“Je sus Christ Superstar” and 
as conductor/musical director 
for “Sideshow,” “Dreamgirls” 

and “Evita” in 
Denver. An 
a c c o m  p l i s h e d 
composer, his 
record “Here and 
Now” features 13 
original songs.

Stroman co-
conceived and 

created the 
role of 

Frankie in “Forever Plaid” for 
which he re ceived La Drama 
Critics and Drama-Logue 
awards. He di rected the world 
premieres of “Free Fall” and 
“Sugar Down Billie Hoak” off-
Broadway.

He also directed productions 
for the Atlantic Theatre Com-
pany, the Theatre Guild and the 
Cherry Lane Theatre, all in New 
York City.  He has directed 
countless productions around the 
country and received the Theatre 
Critics Forum Award for Best 
Director for his produc tion of 
“1776” in Dallas. 

Carter was the original con-
ductor of the Broadway musical 
“Eubie!” and the off-Broadway 
production of “A....My Name is 
Alice. She played keyboards for 
Broadway’s ‘Me and My Girl.”

She is associate conductor of 
The Papermill Playhouse and the 
New Jersey State Theatre where 
she conducted “Big River,” 
“Anything Goes,” “Carousel,” 
“Man of La Man cha,” “No, No 
Nanette” and “My Fair Lady.”

On Stage season subscribers 
who won’t be attending the per-
formance are reminded to call 
the box offi ce.

Musical to usher 
in Valentine’s Day

Festival Halle
Reedville

beginning Wednesday,
February 11 • Wednesdays

6:15-7:30 p.m.--8 wks.
Call ahead to register

453-3771

Yoga Classes
Gentle Stretching Exercises • Stress Management

David Scarbrough,PhD,RYT (Registered Yoga Teacher)

RGH Rehabilitation &
Sports Medicine Center

43 Harris Rd., Kilmarnock
(next to Hospital &

Kilmarnock Rescue Bldg.)

Beginning Tuesday,
February 10 • Tuesdays

6-7:15 pm--8 wks.
Call ahead to register 453-3771

$48 for

all classes

Discounts to YMCA

members

(YMCA only)

YMCA
begining Tuesday,

February 10 • Tuesdays
2-3:15 p.m.--8wks.

Call 435-0223 for info.

On Stage:
‘America’s Singing 

Sweethearts’
7:30 p.m. February 10
Lancaster Middle School

SINCE 1929

RESTAURANT

Champagne & Roses
Dinner for Two

Rt. 33, Deltaville,Va. / (804) 776-9611
www.taylorsrestaurant.com

AFabFeb14th

M E N U
Appetizer -Bacon Wrapped Scallops

Entree-Filet Mignon & Lobster Tail w/ Stuffed Potato & Salad
Dessert - Chocolate Pyramids With Strawberries

Make the14th even more Fabulous!
When you make your dinner reservations,
let us know if you would also like to
order roses. We’ll arrange for six roses
from Wilton Cottage & Garden to be
at your table.

Taylor’s is the place to be February 14th.
We strongly recommend reservations. 

� �
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Look what

NOTICED!
America 

Look what

NOTICED!
America 

● School district budgets
● Property auctions
● Public hearings
● Local tax changes
● Adoptions

Find out about these and more in your local paper!

Participate in Democracy.
Read your Public Notices.

Excerpts  by Henry Lane Hull
Letters to the Editor

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

As life progresses one is reminded by the 
words of Ecclesiastes that there is a time 
for everything. In the New Testament, Saint 

Paul wrote that when he was a child he spoke as 
a child, etc. In my own life I have found similar 
wisdom, but on occasion the “time” of Ecclesias-
tes and the “child-speaking” seem to come back on 
me.

As a man I have put away many childish things, 
among them the American Flyer sled which my 
par ents had given me for Christmas the year I was 
fi ve. All these many years it has sat gathering dust 
in the barn until several years ago when discov-
ered by my good wife and brought out for use on 
the slopes of our farm. It was heartwarming to see 
the B.E.s using one of my favorite childhood toys. 
Saint Paul did not say that he had sledded as a 
child, and in the arid desert I hardly think he did, 
thus he probably had no sled to stow away as he 
put on the things of a man.

Inasmuch as there was only one sled, a couple of 
years ago the younger B.E. received as a Christmas 
present her own plastic model, a greatly advanced 
aerodynamic version of mine. The two sleds cas-
cading downhill were happy sights indeed. My 
wife joined in the fun, and proved to be quite adept, 
taking a B.E. with her on several rides, and at times 
all three of them were off together, but again those 
were childish things that I, like Saint Paul, had put 
away when I had assumed manhood. 

Last winter my thinking changed when our 
family made a February visit to Connecticut, stop-
ping to see my wife’s aunt who lives on Long 
Island Sound. While there, one afternoon we took a 
walk in the piled snow and came upon a hill where 
someone else’s B.E.s were sledding. It was a week 
before Aunt Nancy’s 80th birthday. We stopped 
and she remarked that the hill looked right for a 

downward spin. 
Undaunted she climbed up, picked up one of the 

idle sleds, put it in position, sat down, and away 
she went. At the bottom of the hill, she noted that 
it had been a great ride. Last week the memory of 
that inci dent seemed quite poignant as we moved 
our sleds from the barn to be ready for the antici-
pated white stuff. 

As I watched my wife and the B.E.s on their 
down hill treks, suddenly I thought that if Aunt 
Nancy could do it, why couldn’t I? I chose the 
more aerody namic model, and before I knew it I 
was going down at a really good clip. It was as if 
decades had melted into a single season and the 
joy of that childish pur suit returned in full force. 
At one point I hit a furrow in the fi eld which had 
been the home of a corn crop last summer, but 
I was able to apply the “right En glish” on the 
ride, bounding over the ridge and keep ing on the 
course. 

Soon I was at the bottom of the valley fi eld, but 
my momentum was suffi cient to take me a good 
way up the other side. The trip was quick, but 
more than memorable. The next morning I found 
that medical science has kept up with the techno-
logical innova tions in sled construction in the form 
of ibuprofen. I attributed the need for it to that 
furrow which had ne cessitated the bound which I 
felt more later that evening and through the night 
than I had in the eu phoria of the moment.

My wintertime visits to New England have been 
few, and mostly they have been professionally ori-
ented, thus I have not been exposed to sledding as 
a lifetime activity. Now, thanks to Aunt Nancy, I 
real ize that it need not be a childish thing that one 
puts away upon assuming adulthood, and with the 
miracle of ibuprofen, adult-strength, it is a pursuit 
that can last a lifetime.

A leaky boat
As a child growing up on the 

rivers and creeks in the Northern 
Neck, I knew what it meant to 
bail a boat. While I am sure the 
skiffs and dinghies which I put-
tered about in were seaworthy, 
water, it always seemed, was 
in the wrong place. Thus, my 
fa miliarity with a bailer.

It is also the reason that I 
probably have a unique feeling 
when things are not going the 
way I think they should. Invari-
ably, a series of bad events make 
me feel like I am in a boat where 
the water is coming in faster than 
I can bail. And this is the way 
I have felt since I started work-
ing with the doctors and Rappa-
hannock General Hospital to try 
to insure contin uation of deliv-
ery services. 

It has not closed for lack of 
trying to keep it open. Over the 
course of meetings, calls and 
emails, we pursued several dif-
ferent scenarios by which we 
could plug and repair the leak-
ing boat. But it was not easy.

Doctors Hamilton and Vogel 
were busy trying to get insur-
ance. This was a task made much 
more diffi cult by the very short 
notice of discontinued coverage 
they were given by the insur-
ance company. Compound ing 
that was a poor defense lawyer 
who settled several claims that 
perhaps should have been liti-
gated so that there would be no 
blemish on the records. (Inci-
dentally, this lawyer was work-
ing for an in surance company 

that was get ting out of the busi-
ness and needed to clean up a 
balance sheet.)

On top of this was the fact 
that the hospital had been under 
severe fi nancial stress. Rising 
costs, including the rising cost of 
insurance, have created fi nan cial 
stress. The fact that 60 per cent of 
the 265 children born in the unit 
have Medicaid means the hos-
pital loses more than $1,500 on 
every delivery. This is because 
the state only reim burses a little 
over $1,900 on a procedure that 
costs more than $3,500. 

Thus, the hospital has lost sev-
eral hundred thousand dollars 
annually on the unit.

The problem becomes even 
more complex when looking at 
the reason for rising insurance 
rates. Certainly, torts (or the 
ability to sue) are a factor in 
in creasing insurance premiums. 
But the stock market is also a 
factor.

How’s that? Well, insurance 

companies traditionally make 
much of their money off of the 
fl oat from premiums. When they 
collect money, they don’t just 
put it in a bank. They in vest 
it. And if that investment turns 
sour? Well, they have to make 
the money up the only way they 
can and that is by rais ing premi-
ums. My understand ing is that 
the relatively level rates seen 
through much of the late 1990s 
had as much to do with rising 
stock markets as with medical 
cost controls.

So, what is the answer?
I don’t know. I do know that 

there is no single silver bullet. I 
worked hard to brainstorm with 
the doctors and the hospital 
to fi nd a solution and we pro-
duced several ideas that we have 
pur sued. Unfortunately, many 
have not worked out, but I con-
tinue to work on things such as 
in creasing the rate of Medicaid 
re imbursements. 

I am still bailing.

by Lt. Gov. Tim Kaine
You won’t see anyone get ting 

voted off the island and hope-
fully, there won’t be a singing 
competition to choose the next 
“Virginia Idol.” But for the fi rst 
time ever, you can now see what 
is perhaps the most meaningful 
reality TV show in our great Com-
monwealth: the delibera tions of 
the Virginia Senate. 

The chance to see how  your 

Opening government through genuine ‘reality TV’
legislators do business could not 
come at a better time, be cause 
decisions will be made this year 
that will set the course of our 
state for years to come.

The idea of televising the fl oor 
sessions of the legislature isn’t 
new. For years, CSPAN has car-
ried the deliberations of Con-
gress, and over 30 other states 
already televise their legislative 
fl oor sessions. But since the 1980s 
in Virginia, the General Assem-
bly has re sisted periodic efforts 

to beam their fl oor debates into 
your living room TV sets.

Resistance to the idea of tele-
vised sessions surprised me. 
Throughout my time in local 
government, our city council 
meetings were tele vised locally, 
generating a lot of interest. There 
were rare in stances where the 
televising of the meeting led to a 
distrac tion, but those occurrences 
were greatly outweighed by the 
access to government that the 
television brought to so many. 

Senior citizens, people with dis-
abilities, school chil dren and 
others who encounter obstacles 
to attending the meetings were 
able to monitor our proceedings.

As elected leaders, we should 
always pursue ways to make 
government more acces sible and 
encourage citizen participation. 
Thomas Jefferson said, “Prog-
ress in government and all else 
de pends upon the broadest possi-
ble diffusion of knowledge 
among the general populace.” I 
am sure that if Mr. Jefferson 
were with us today, he would be 
tuned into our debate (assuming 
of course that he wasn’t leading 
it).

When I ran for the offi ce of 
lieutenant governor in 2001, I 
spoke at length about the need 
to televise the fl oor session of 
the General Assembly, espe cially 
since the taxpayers were already 
footing the bill for it. The fl oor 
sessions of the House of Dele-
gates and the Senate have been 
televised for years. The closed-
circuit sig nal was used only to 
produce a video of the fl oor ses-
sions and to broadcast within 
Capitol Square.

In 2002, I worked with sena tors 
of both parties to pass a resolution 
paving the way to televised ses-
sions. The House refused to agree 
to televise its sessions. Former 

rules com mittee chair Sen. Bo
Trumbo was especially helpful in
this effort. Beginning this year,
the public broadcasting channel
in Central Virginia which records
the Senate sessions (WCVW) is
airing fl oor ses sions, and talks are
under way to relay the signal to an
even wider audience through Vir-
ginia’s other public broad cast sta-
tions and cable com panies. One
of the best parts of this process is
that it’s not costing the taxpayers
an extra penny.

In addition to the televised ses-
sions, the senate broadcasts fl oor
debate by a streaming video
internet feed. If there is no tele-
vised signal in your area, or
you want to watch the Senate
from your desk, con nect to http://
sov.state.va.us/SenatorDB.nsf/
SenateStreaming?Open Form.
The Clerk of the Senate, Susan
Clarke Shaar, should be com-
mended for all her hard work to
bring the Senate to this new digi-
tal frontier.

I have high hopes that the
Senate broadcasts will be dis-
tributed more widely in days to
come and that the House will
follow suit in the effort to make
state government more accessi-
ble. Televising the fl oor session
is an invaluable education tool.
And it is sim ply the right thing to
do.

To The Editor:
While I agree with the writers 

who oppose HB446, I fi nd it 
in teresting that in all the discourse 
surrounding this issue, includ ing 
the skinny rockfi sh de nounced 
on the sportsfi sher men’s website, 
one single sim ple fact has not 
been stated.

Rockfi sh swallow menhaden 
whole and can therefore only 
consume the ones too little or 
young to be caught by the men-
haden fi shermen. Having more or 
too many larger menhaden does 
nothing for rockfi sh except choke 
them if they are greedy enough to 
try to ingest them. 

Monika R. Smith
Reedville

More than a
mouthful won’t
help rockfi sh

To The Editor:
 The closing of the OB unit 

at Rappahannock General Hos-
pital is the talk of the town. Dr. 
James Hamilton performed my 
surgery shortly after I moved to 
the Northern Neck. For that rea-
son I felt obligated to check into 
the details rather than simply 
re signing myself to something 
that appeared to be inevitable. 
After researching the issue and 
talking to a number of individu-
als, including Dr. Hamilton, there 
seems to be some miscon-
ceptions that should be cleared 
up before deciding what one can 
or cannot do about it. 

There are two bottom lines. By 
conservative estimates, we can 
expect fi ve to six deaths a year 
of mothers and/or babies if the 
hospital does not provide emer-
gency obstetrical care. These are 
cases where a trip to Richmond 
is not possible. No neighboring 
rural hospital has an OB ward. 

The hospital is losing more 
than $200,000 a year because 
of the shortfall from Medicaid 
re imbursements for prenatal care 
and delivery of babies. 

Through long hours of work 
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr. 
and Sen. John H. Chichester, 
it appears that a company has 
been found to provide malprac-
tice in surance for Dr. Hamil-
ton’s OB practice. Malpractice 
insurance for OB has become 
extremely expensive all over the 
country and only a few compa-
nies still offer it. His practice is 
indepen dent of the hospital and 
the hos pital does not cover his 

Contact RGH
board members

malprac tice insurance. Del. Pol-
lard’s column this week gives a 
more detailed explanation of the 
state of the insurance industry. 

If this insurance is not forth-
coming, Dr. Hamilton’s offi ce 
will still be able to offer gyne-
cological services including sur-
gery. But they will not be able to 
offer prenatal care or de livery of 
babies. 

Three court suits have been 
fi led against the Hamilton prac-
tice, all of them in the last two 
years, and monetary damages 
were awarded to the patients. 
These were paid by Hamilton’s 
insurance. In one case, a small 
additional claim was fi led against 
the hospital regarding their oper-
ations and paid by their insur-
ance. These cases are a matter of 
public record. 

Currently about 60 percent of 
the babies delivered are Medic-
aid patients. The hospital loses 
about $200,000 a year because 
Medicaid rates do not reim-
burse for actual costs. “Med-
icaid pa tient” does not always 
mean a single mother on public 
assis tance. Often young families 
cannot afford the high cost of 
insurance for pregnancies and 
re cent changes in the law have 
made it possible for many work-
ing families to be covered by 
Medicaid.

For high risk patients, the trip 
to Richmond every two weeks 
for prenatal care with long hours 
in a clinic waiting room only to 
see a different stu dent intern on 
each visit may be more than dis-
couraging to ex pectant mothers 
who would oth erwise have the 
personal care of biweekly visits 
to a local doc tor. 

If you choose to do some thing 
about this issue, the best direc-
tion would be a call to one of 
the hospital board members who 
must ultimately decide whether 
the hospital can afford to con-
tinue the exceptional ser vice 
they have given in the past. No 
other rural hospital in the area 
has been able to offer OB ser-
vices. RGH should be given due 
credit for its historical ef forts to 
save lives and protect the health 
of our young fami lies. 

The course for their future 
re quires a diffi cult decision. 

What can you do? 
A public forum is planned for 6 

p.m. Friday, February 6, at Lan-
caster Middle School. Dr. Ham-
ilton would welcome calls and 
questions at 435-2686, or e-mails 
at hamil ton@crosslink.net. 

If you would like to contact 
the board members of the hospi-
tal, call those you know, or send 
letters to the hospital at P.O. Box 

1449, Kilmarnock, VA 22482,
and the hospital will forward
them to board members. 

RGH board members are
chairman B.H.B. Hubbard III,
Alice Blackstone,  David H.
Charlton, J.F. Chase Jr., Freder-
ick Cole, John B. Dorsey, James
F. Hamilton, MD, Ed ward P.
Harrow Jr., presi dent/chief exec-
utive offi cer James M. Holmes
Jr., Weldon M. Howard, Garfi eld
M. Parker, C. Wayne Penick,
Lenora O. Weber, Stephen K.
Whiteway, ex offi cio Jack R.
Hester Sr., Bernard P. Lock-
stampfor  Jr., Gail B. Cameron,
RN, Emerson L. Gravatt and
Richard H. Car penter, MD. 

Rev. Gayl Fowler
Burgess

To The Editor:
There have been several let ters

and many rumors concern ing the
closing of the OB/GYN unit at
our local hospital, Rappahannock
General. It is my understand ing
that the board of directors decided
to close the unit and was probably
backed by Mr. Holmes because
he and the board wanted the unit
closed for sometime because it is
not a money-producing unit. So
much for a non-profi t hospital.

From what I can determine, it
appears there were other op tions,
but because of their de cision,
exploration of other avenues
stopped.

The staff on the unit found out
in a roundabout way. They did
not even have the courtesy to tell
them up front: they had to fi nd
out from other staff at the hospi-
tal.

It appears to me that with the
very big bucks that the admin-
istrators make, plus their huge
bonuses, something could be
done. I recently got a letter from
the hospital founda tion asking
for a monetary gift to the hospi-
tal to keep it go ing. I think not,
especially since the salary of the
hospital administrators and their
bonuses are outrageous. The staff
is not making what area hospitals
pay.

I also question why a home
health person drives a Lexus
automobile that is registered to
Rappahannock General Hospital.
Where are their pri orities?

Closing the OB/GYN unit is
a disaster for this area. When
patients start rolling in to the
emergency department for help,
they will know it is a mistake to
close the unit.

Carolyn Rich
Lancaster

Where are 
the priorities?
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HOW MAD
IS SHE?

Our new flower shop has all 
sizes of arrangements.

438-9999 ◆ Next to Trick Dog

GET IN TOUCH
WITH YOUR

INNER MUSH.
Our new flower shop has the 

perfect Valentine’s arrangement.

438-9999 ◆ Next to Trick Dog

Public Meeting
Regarding the impact of

the loss of prenatal care &
labor & delivery in
the Northern Neck

Lancaster Middle School Auditorium
Friday, February 6, 2004

6 pm

All concerned citizens are invited

MAYFAIR HOUSE
Assisted Living

460 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

�e’ve expanded
and you’re invited

to join us for a special

Open �ouse
TO SHOWCASE

OUR NEW ADDITION.

Saturday, February , 
: to : p.m.

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

“Making Memories since 1969”

86 South Main Street
 Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302

 1-888-2 BURKES

To The Editor:
W-2s and 1099s are showing up 

in mailboxes, reminding us that 
tax day is near. We are promised 
fatter checks from last year’s tax 
cuts. That will likely be so for 
some, but for others it will be a 
joke.

Politicians assure us that the tax 
cut fairly distributes the $100 bil-
lion savings from the poorest tax 
payer to the wealthi est; but not 
according to the 2003 tax tables. 
Working poor and lower income 
families (up to $56,800) get no 
rate reduc tions: they remain as 
they are, 10 and 15 percent respec-
tively. The next three brackets, 
$56,801 to $311,950, get reduc-
tions of 2 percent. For those 
making more than $311,950, the 
rate is reduced 3.6 percent.

Congress seems confused by the 
concept of “fairness.”  Con cerned 
that the wealthy aren’t treated 
fairly, it lowered the tax on div-
idends to 15 percent. They used 
to be taxed as ordinary in come. 
To make it even “fairer,” con-
gress lowered the long-term cap-
ital gains from 20 to 15 per cent. 
Such reductions might benefi t 
middle income groups, but the 
wealthiest with huge stock portfo-
lios and real prop erty benefi t the 
most.  

My conservative friends say, 
“Of course the wealthy should get 
more back because they pay the 
most taxes.” That’s baloney.

The only fair way to measure 
tax burdens is by comparing the 
percentage of tax relative to tax 
payer income. The wealthiest pay 
most in absolute terms, but it is 
not true that they pay the most rel-
ative to income and wealth.

In reality, we already have a 
fl at tax. IRS records show that 
in 2000 the top 400 tax payers 
had an average taxable income of 
$174 million and paid 22 percent 
in federal income tax, about the 
same percentage paid by a single 
person with a six-fi gure salary. 
With the 2003 tax cut, those 400 
wealthiest people will pay only 
17.5 percent, about the same that 
average Americans will pay.  

Forty-three percent of the cuts 
and more than half the total sav-
ings go to the top one percent of 
tax payers. They pay 25 per cent 
of all federal taxes if taxes on cor-
porate profi ts, estates, gifts, Social 
Security, Medicare and excise tax 
are included. That’s the same 
percentage that a family making 
between $56,801 and $114,650 
will pay in 2003. That’s Con-
gress’s idea of fairness.

Warren Buffet, the second 
wealthiest American and a tough-

Tax policy 
is shameful

minded capitalist with moral rec-
titude, fi nds it repul sive that the 
marginal tax rate on dividends 
and capital gains that he pays is 
15 percent while his secretary’s 
salary is taxed 40 percent if Social 
Security and Medicare deductions 
are in cluded.

For every Buffet, there are many 
tax cheats and evaders among U.S. 
corporate  leaders. Wage earners 
have few chances to cheat. Taxes 
are taken from their pay checks 
before they see them and their 
income is re ported to the gov-
ernment. Cor porations and busi-
nesses can hide, defer and morph 
income so that it can’t be found. 
Busi nesses can invent or infl ate 
ex penses, under report earnings 
and move assets to offshore tax 
havens.  

Corporations pay tax on what’s 
left after they pay their bills. Joe 
Lunchbox pays his tax fi rst, and 
pays his bills from what’s left. 
The wealthy hire tax lawyers and 
CPAs who special ize in schemes 
to avoid taxes. When the wealthy 
avoid taxes, there is less chance 
that they will be caught.    

Over $300 billion is lost to tax 
evasion each year. If col lected, 
says David Cay John ston, author 
of Perfectly Legal, congress could 
exempt the half of the Americans 
who earn less than $27,664 and 
give tax cuts averaging $4,000 
to all the rest. That will never 
happen because the IRS tax police 
have been warned against med-
dling with schemes of the super-
rich. In stead, congress directed the 
IRS to fi nd poor folks who are 
cheat ing on the earned income tax 
credit, a provision of the tax code 
that gives money back to the poor-
est working tax payers to keep 
them off welfare. But to conserva-
tives, the earned income tax credit 
is a give-away, so it must be pros-
ecuted to the letter.

There’s a time bomb called the 
alternative minimum tax (AMT) 
waiting for those who grow their 
income. It was de signed to ensure 
that the wealth iest do not totally 
escape taxes.  Each tax payer must 
fi gure their tax twice: fi rst, using 
conven tional methods; second, 
based on a formula that calcu-
lates tax by eliminating deductions 
called “tax preferences.”  These 
include state and local taxes, 
personal and child exemptions, 
some medical bills, and standard 
de ductions. Under AMT, one pays 
the largest tax calculated by the 
two methods. 

The Treasury Department 
es timates that those affected by 
AMT will grow from 5.6 mil lion 
families in 2004 to 17.2 million 
in 2010. The per-child tax credit 
was increased from $600 to $1000 
last year, but should one’s family 
grow to four or fi ve children and 

To The Editor:
Sometime back, I ques tioned 

one of the Lancaster county super-
visors as to why we don’t have a 
leash law. His response was the 
too many innocent people would 
suffer.

I can understand that some 
people in extremely rural ar eas 
leave their dogs run at large. 
A lot of these dogs don’t even 
leave their owners’ yard. There 
are also dogs that are “commu-
nity dogs” that are like fi xtures 
in a neighbor hood, big friendly 

Leash law 
endorsed

To The Editor:
It was with a very sad heart that 

I heard that the obstetrical unit at 
Rappahannock General Hospital 
will be closing. This has been a 
very necessary and vital depart-
ment of the hospi tal in our area 
and to see it be ing closed is cer-
tainly a big step in the wrong 
direction.

I hate to see bureaucracy con-
trolling so many people’s lives 
and unfortunately once again this 
seems to be happen ing. I pray 
there will be an other answer for 
the obstetrics department and for 
Drs. Hamilton and Vogel. I am 
sure that most of their pa tients, 
like myself, stand be hind them 
and want to do what we can to 
help. Of course, today money 
talks and most of us are unable to 
help in that respect; but perhaps 
there are other ways that we can 
help.

It is important to try to keep 
this unit in our hospital. See what 
you can do to help. Contact your 
delegate, your congressman, and 
let them know how you feel. 
The very life you save could be 
your own child, or grandchild; 
you just never know. We’ve been 
blessed with very good doctors 
and nurses in this department. 
Let them know how you feel too. 
If everyone will try to let others 
know how they feel, maybe some-
thing can be done about this. 
Maybe things can change and the 
unit will re main open.

Betsy G. Hudgins
Deltaville

Hospital is taking 
wrong di rection

To The Editor:
I have been in the practice 

of obstetrics and gynecology in 
Gloucester for 23 years. I am 
very familiar with Drs. Jim Ham-
ilton and Matt Vogel. They are 
caring physi cians whose practice 
exempli fi es the best standards of 
med ical care.

Dr. Hamilton’s letter in the 
Rappahannock Record several 
weeks ago accurately depicts the 
problems in healthcare de livery 
the medical malpractice insur-
ance crisis is creating. Now due to 
escalating insur ance costs com-
bined with de creasing reimburse-
ments, pregnant patients in the 
ser vice area of Rappahannock 
General Hospital will not have 
the opportunity for local prenatal 
care and delivery.

Local access to prenatal care is 
essential to minimize pregnancy 
complications and avoid the birth 
of children who then become an 
emotional and fi nancial burden to 
their fami lies and the health care 
sys tem.

In today’s medical malprac tice 
world, being sued is not an indict-
ment of the quality of medicine 
a physician is prac ticing. Drs. 
Hamilton and Vogel have spent 
many hours of the day and night 
attending to the needs of their 
patients. Yes, by giving up obstet-
rics their nights will be more rest-
ful and the hospital will no longer 
lose money on each de livery, but 
good maternal health care will 
suffer. An in crease in maternal 
and new born complications can 
be ex pected.

The solution to this crisis has 
to come through legisla tive tort 
reform. President Bush has even 
addressed this issue lately. I ask 
all members of the community 
to urge their elected state and 
federal rep resentatives to enact 
meaning ful new laws that will 
result in righting the economics 
of healthcare delivery.

My best wishes to these fi ne 
physicians and to their pa tients.

Robert W. Klink, MD, MMM
Gloucester

Tort reform 
is needed

To The Editor:
So help me out here. Bill Clin-

ton lies about an affair so they 
impeach him. Bush lies about get-
ting the U.S. into our fi rst uncon-
stitutional war, has gotten over 
500 of our bravest and best killed, 
and created (from a surplus) a 
defi cit that our great-great-grand-
children will be digging out of. 
So the American people are going 
to re-elect him. What am I miss-
ing here?

The people of this country 
had soon better start realizing 
that the emperor is wearing no 
clothes. The Cheney/Rove gang 
has been feeding the masses a 
well-planned line of pure manure 
since Bush’s in auguration for 
their own corpo rate gain and it 
blows my mind that the masses 
are buy ing it. It tells me a lot 
about my country. 

I implore all you voters out 
there to start paying attention to 
actual facts in stead of what is 
being spun to you. If you have 
any desire whatsoever for justice, 
I’m sure you’ll vote Democrat 
this election.

Ron Dameron
White Stone

Why vote 
Democrat?

his in come keep pace, he might 
see the tax savings go south. The 
AMT is anti-family and should be 
fi xed by a congress profess ing to 
support family values.

The top 13,360 households 
more than quadrupled their in come 
over the last 30 years.  During the 
same period, the bot tom 90 percent 
of tax payers saw their incomes 
shrink by a fourth. Although 
wealth is ris ing to the top, con-
gress and the administration plan 
to eliminate the estate tax. 

Perhaps you’ve heard tales of 
family farms and businesses 
having to be sold to pay the “death 
tax.” Try to fi nd a family farm 
or business on the North ern Neck 
whose heirs had to sell to meet 
estate taxes. Estates are sold, not 
because of taxes, but because the 
kids don’t want to kick clods, tend 
stores or live in the boondocks 
like the old folks.

The reason for eliminating the 
estate tax is to free the immense 
wealth tied up in stocks, bonds, 
and real estate and pass it through 
to heirs tax free. There’s a reason 
that Buffet, George Soros and Bill 
Gates Sr. oppose a free ride on 
inherited wealth: this policy and 
other fa vored treatment of the 
adminis tration is undermining the 
social fabric that holds American 
democracy together.

The Bush Administration wants 
to make these inequitable, unfair, 
tax policies permanent.  The 
wealthy will assuredly be heard 
by congress. Who will look out 
for the interests of the rest of us?

By protecting the wealth of the 
privileged, congress shifts the tax 
burden down the income ladder 
to the lowest rungs. It is shameful 
that not only must poor boys fi ght 
rich men’s wars, but that they are 
expected to pay for them too.

Jim Curlin
Lottsburg

animals that everyone loves. I 
hardly think anyone would com-
plain about that. But, how about 
people living in more populated 
areas that have annoying animals 
running loose all the time, run-
ning up to people, barking inces-
santly and creating a nui sance.

If a leash law were in ef fect, 
at least people would have some 
form of redress. Maybe it is time 
our board of supervisors took a 
look at the larger situation.

White Stone has a leash law 
in effect that does not seem to 
be creating any prob lems. Why 
can’t Lancaster do the same?

Robert J. Weber
Lancaster

Letters to the Editor

by  John C. Barber 
Since the settlement of James-

town, natural resources have pro-
vided a continuous stream of wealth. 
For over three and a half centuries, 
the fl ow of grain, livestock, fruits, 
vegetables, fossil fuels, fi sh, lumber, 
oysters and tobacco, has sustained 
the economy of the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula.  

Money, the “oil” of commerce 
and our lifestyles, moves about 
freely, but natural resources are 
linked to the land. Forests, farm-
land and fi sheries, while vulnerable 
if careful stewardship is not exer-
cised, all fall into the category of 
renewable resources. They will con-
tinue to provide their bounty in the 
future.

This is not the case with most 
natural resources. Specifi cally, once 

Proper planning is essential for farmland preservation
such resources as sand, gravel, coal, 
oil, and other minerals have been 
extracted, they will not return to sat-
isfy the needs of future generations.  
In our lifetimes, this may not seem 
important. We often think in terms 
of a world economy supplying all 
of our needs on demand, whether 
or not this causes resources to dwin-
dle.

But let’s look ahead to the world 
our children and grandchildren will 
inhabit. We know that the world 
population is increasing rapidly.  We 
know that the population of the 
United States is increasing rapidly, 
and that our Commonwealth is a 
part of it. If we add one or two mil-
lion people to Virginia’s population, 
where will they live? How will they 
impact our area and the productivity 
of our renewable natural resources? 

Look around the region. Where are 
the sites that are easiest and cheap-
est for building and development? 
They are on prime agricultural and 
forest lands.  But once homes are 
built or other development takes 
place on the land, it is an irre-
versible decision that takes land 
out of production forever. No more 
wealth will be generated by those 
resources.

We can accommodate the increas-
ing population and demands for 
homes with sound planning that will 
let us keep most of our farms and 
forests in manageable units that 
can continue to produce wealth from 
the land and waters. Keeping our 
farms and forests productive pro-
vides income to owners and employ-
ment to workers, sustains the local 
businesses that supply and service 

them, provides materials that feed 
other businesses, and contributes to 
the tax base, thereby reducing the 
burden on the individual citizen.

To put the role of farms and for-
ests in perspective, in 1997 (the 
year for which we have the most 
recent data) cash receipts from crops 
were over $80 million in our ten-
county area, about equal between 
the Northern Neck and Middle Pen-
insula. This was an average of $325 
for each acre harvested. Add to this 
total $7.5 million from livestock, 
and $31 as the stumpage value paid 
for timber. The timber fi gure does 
not include any value added or 
employment value. The total is $ 
118.5 million in receipts.

Keeping the lands in productive 
farms and forests provides more 
than just an economic benefi t. The 

beautiful and quiet countryside is 
sought out by tourists, and is one of 
the factors attracting many new res-
idents and summer-home buyers. 
Fields and forests provide for the 
myriad of wildlife habitats for game 
birds and animals, and for the many 
non-game birds and animals that 
balance the environment.  They are 
places to visit and explore. Our 
countryside becomes a place to 
relax and enjoy life.

As you look around at the usually 
incremental changes in our country-
side and communities, what are the 
things that you see that detract from 
your life style and pleasure? What 
are the things that you see that, if 
continued, will impact the economy 
of the area as well as your happi-
ness? While any one of the many 
changes may not seem to negatively 
impact the area in a measurable 
sense today, what will be the cumu-
lative effect over the next fi ve to ten 
years or fi fty years? Consider that 
the Chesapeake Bay absorbed many 
changes over 300 years and for the 
most part continued to supply a 
bountiful harvest, until “suddenly,” 
as it seemed, the cumulative effects 
of pollution, excess nutrients enter-
ing its waters, and man’s overfi shing 
brought the bay to its present “poor” 
condition. This example reminds us 
that we need to look ahead and 
try to avoid the “sneak attack” by 
small incremental actions which 
will reduce our economy and way 
of life.

We can’t freeze everything in 
place, but we can make decisions 
that minimize negative impacts. We 
can provide incentives to keep our 
forests and our farms productive, 
and we can designate areas for 
development that best utilize our 
lands and infrastructure, and con-
tinue to support our rural lifestyles.

We can work together to accom-
plish these things fi rst by looking 
at our collective “vision for the 
future,” and then by objectively 
working to select and implement 
the best options for realizing that 
vision. Whatever is done will not be 
perfect or completely satisfy every 
citizen, but by preserving the char-
acter of this area it might help satisfy 
a certain need found in abundance 
in people in the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula, and that is the 
need to live and work in a rural 

place. 
Doing nothing now condemns

the future of the two peninsulas that
bracket the Rappahannock River.
Given the beauty of the coastal
areas, there may be glitz and glam-
our in that future. But without care-
ful planning, the satisfying mesh of
natural beauty and natural produc-
tivity could be lost forever. 

(John C. Barber is the Northern
Neck Soil and Water Conservaton
District appointee to the Tidewater
Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment Council and a member of
the Farmland Preservation Com-
mittee.)
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  SUNSHINE TOURS      

2004 TOUR SCHEDULE 
Date Tour                                                       Per Person Price  
Feb 21-27 Mardi Gras/Mobile, Alabama...................................... 650 
Mar 3-9 Canadian Snow Train................................................. 595 
Mar 12-14 Philadelphia Flower Show/Longwood Gardens.......... 315 
Mar 15-17 Atlantic City/Trump Marina Hotel & Casino/$30 Coin ..... 160 

Mar 19-27 Florida/The Grand Tour/Key West/Ft. Myers/Tampa.. 995 
Mar 20-29 The Old South/Springtime/New Orleans/Natchez... 1,050 
Apr 2-20 The Great Southwest & California/Grand Canyon .. 1,895 
Apr 3-4 Washington, DC/Cherry Blossom Festival................. 195 
Apr 5-9 Charleston & Savannah/Southern Springtime........... 550 
Apr 19-28 Texas/Fiesta in San Antonio...................................... 995 
Apr 24-May 2 Louisiana – Cajun Country ........................................ 975 
May 1-9 Branson, MO/America's Music Show Capital............. 985 
May 10-12 Cape May, New Jersey............................................... 350 
May 18-Jun 6 San Francisco &  Pacific Northwest/Yellowstone.... 2,095 
May 24-27 Mystery Tour?????? .................................................. 395 
Jun 5-13 Branson, MO/America's Music Show Capital............. 985 
Jun 7-14 Chicago & Indiana Amish Country ............................ 875 
Jun 7-14 Niagara Falls, Canada/Montreal & Quebec................ 895 
Jun 14-Jul 4 Canadian Rockies/Vancouver/Victoria..................... 2,195 
Jun 15-24 Nova Scotia & The Atlantic Provinces of Canada... 1,050 
Jun 26-Jul 4 Branson, MO/America's Music Show Capital............. 985 
Jul 5-24 San Francisco &  Pacific Northwest/Yellowstone.... 2,095 
Jul 7-Aug 6 Alaska & Canada's Yukon by Motorcoach .............. 3,750 
Jul 8-21 Newfoundland, Canada........................................... 1,495 
Jul 22-Aug 18 Best of the West ..................................................... 2,755 
Jul 25-Aug 10 Canyonlands/Our Most Scenic Tour....................... 1,850 
Aug 7-14 Niagara Falls, Canada/Montreal & Quebec................ 895 
Aug 7-15 Michigan & Mackinac Island/Grand Hotel............... 1,095 
Aug 11-12 NOAH/Lancaster, PA/Miller's Restaurant ................... 215 
Aug 17-Sep 5 San Francisco &  Pacific Northwest/Yellowstone.... 2,095 
Aug 23-26 Mystery Tour?????? .................................................. 395 
Sep 6-13 Niagara Falls, Canada/Montreal & Quebec................ 895 
Sep 9-10 NOAH/Lancaster, PA/Miller's Restaurant ................... 215 
Sep 11-19 Branson, MO/America's Music Show Capital............. 985 
Sep 14-16 Atlantic City/Trump Marina Hotel & Casino/$25 Coin ..... 160 

Sep 20-22 Cape May, New Jersey............................................... 350 
Sep 26-Oct 2 New England/Fall Foliage .......................................... 825 
Sep 27-Oct 8 Nova Scotia & New England/Fall Foliage ............... 1,295 
Oct 3-9 New England/Fall Foliage .......................................... 825 
Oct 9-17 Branson, MO/America's Music Show Capital............. 985 
Oct 13-31 The Great Southwest & California/Grand Canyon .. 1,895 
Oct 19-20 NOAH/Lancaster, PA/Miller's Restaurant ................... 215 
Oct 20-23 Ohio Amish Country/Blennerhasset Island................ 425 
Nov 5-7 Sunshine Tours Family Reunion................................ 375 
Nov 14-16 Atlantic City/Trump Marina Hotel & Casino/$25 Coin ..... 160 

Nov 18-22 Nashville/Country Christmas at Opryland Hotel........ 695 
Nov 19-22 Dollywood/Smoky Mountain Christmas .................... 425 
Nov 29-Dec 3 Nashville/Country Christmas/Opryland Hotel/Garden...... 695 
Dec 1-5 Nashville/Country Christmas at Opryland Hotel/Garden.. 695 

Dec 4-12 Branson, MO/Ozark Christmas.................................. 985 
Dec 8-9 Miracle of Christmas/Lancaster, PA........................... 215 
Dec 10-12 New York/Radio City Christmas Spectacular ............. 695 
Dec 26-31 Florida/Christmas at Disneyworld.............................. 650 
 

Sunshine Tours, in our 23rd Year of Business, offers a variety of Affordable 
Tours in a Very Casual and Friendly Atmosphere.  All Tours Include 
Roundtrip Transportation by Our Own Modern, Air Conditioned, VCR and 
Restroom Equipped Motorcoaches.  All Tours are Fully Escorted and 
Include Hotel Accommodations, Baggage Handling and Admission to All 
Listed Attractions. 
 

Prices shown are for Double (2 to a Room) Occupancy.  Quad (4 to a Room) 
and Triple (3 to a Room) Occupancy is Available at a Slightly Lower Per 
Person Price.  Single (1 to a Room) Occupancy is Available at a Slightly 
Higher Per Person Price. 
 

Cancellation Insurance is NOT REQUIRED on any Sunshine Tour, as we will 
REFUND ALL PAYMENTS FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEVER should you  
Cancel Your Reservation AT ANY TIME before the Tour Leaves. 

    SUNSHINE TOURS   
4430 Cleburne Boulevard        P. O. Box 2149       Dublin, VA   24084 

 

PICK UP POINTS FOR ALL TOURS LISTED: 
Richmond, Williamsburg, Hampton/Newport News, Norfolk/VA  Beach 

Fully Insured, Licensed and Bonded (MC215637) 

FOR A FREE CATALOG OF TOURS, PLEASE CALL TOLL FREE: 

1-800-552-0022 
www.gosunshinetours.com 

In-home Massage
A Valentine’s Special
2-one hour massages Charlotte Baldwin

Certified Massage Therapist

Gift Certificates Available
(804) 758-2126 • Cell - (804) 695-4768

For Stress Reduction, Relaxation & Pain Relief

Gift Certificate♥

$100

• Bridal
Accessories

All Occasions
Cards & Gifts

Lancaster Square•Kilmarnock
435-3199 • M-F 9:30-6

          Sat 9:30-5

rr
re

pe
at

• Wedding
Invitations

ReArrangements
Room makeovers.

Your things.
Your space.

ANN CARPENTER
Post Office Box 733

Irvington, Virginia 22480
Cell 804.436.3169
Fax 804.438.6459

P.O. BOX 75 • HALLIEFORD, VA 23068
(804)725-1919

Wallpaper 
Hanging & Removal

ARL
JOHNSON

PRO F E S S I O NA L WA L LC OV E R I N G

Thousands of rolls of experience

“Making Memories since 1969”

86 South Main Street
 Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302

 1-888-2 BURKES

       An Exciting
New Concept in Sterling

Silver & Diamonds

Dare to share
your heart

SAY IT
WITH A SONG

Give your Sweetheart a

Singing Valentine
The Northern Neck Bay Tones

will send a quartet to that sweetheart of yours,
at a time of your choice and

serenade her (or him)
with the sweetest music ever heard.

The cost is only $35, which includes
the songs and a beautiful red rose.

Don’t delay.
Give us a call to reserve

your time and place.

Contact us at

(804) 529-5390

www.rappahannockhangups.com

Custom Framing • Fine Arts • Antiques

Rappahannock Hang Ups
& Gallery

“Evening Sail”
YACHTING ON CARTERS CREEK - IRVINGTON, VIRGINIA

Image: 14” x 223/4” Standard Print: $110 (Edition Size: 950)
Remarqued Artist  Proof $270 (Edition Size: 75)

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2
114 School Street, Kilmarnock • (804) 435-6669

Many other fine works of art
are available for sale!

The marriage of Miss Angela 
Lynn Wilkins, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Ray Wilkins 
of Callao, to Mr. Edwin Luttrell 
Tadlock, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Edwin Tadlock of 
Kilmarnock, took place Decem-
ber 6, 2003, at Kilmarnock 
United Methodist Church. The 
Reverend Edward S. Barnett offi -
ciated.

The bride was escorted by her 
father and given in mar riage by 
her parents. The bride is the 
granddaughter of Mrs. Frances 
V. Barker, the late Mr. John 
E. Barker, the late Mr. William 
(Bill) Harper, all of Warsaw, and 
the late Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
C. Wilkins of Callao. The groom 
is the grandson of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel E. Luttrell of 
Kilmarnock and the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Milton Ocran Tadlock of 
White Stone.

Miss Cerenia Renee Tadlock 
of Kilmarnock, sister of the 
groom, was maid of honor. 
Bridesmaids were Sharon 
Wilkins France of Warsaw, 
cousin of the bride, and Karen 
Wilkins of Reedville, friend of 
the bride. Miss Hannah Allison 
of Lottsburg and Miss Camm-
eron Wilkins of Reedville were 
fl ower girls.

Mr. James E. Tadlock was 
his son’s best man. Groomsmen 
were Mr. Drew McClain Wilkins 
of Richmond, brother of the 
bride, and Mr. James Eric Tad-
lock of Kilmarnock, brother of 
the groom. Mr. Dwayne Wilkins 
of Reedville, cousin of the bride, 
and Mr. James Ketner of Kilmar-
nock, friend of the groom, served 
as ushers. Mr. Patrick McKen-
ney of Callao was ring bearer.

Mistresses of ceremonies were 
Mrs. Diana Cook Risavi of Mon-
tross and Mrs. Karen O’Bier 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Luttrell Tadlock

Tadlock-Wilkins wedding held

Ms. Beverly Bohan of Charles-
ton, S.C., and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Keller of Raleigh, N.C., 
announce the engage ment of 
their daughter, Renee Christine 
Keller to Michael Craig Anthony, 
both of Charleston.

Mr. Anthony is the son of Dr. 
and Mrs. Michael Anthony of 
Midlothian and Windmill Point.

Miss Keller is the grand-
daughter of John and Mary 
Keller of New Bern, N.C., and 
Eugene Poss of Dunwoody, Ga. 
She attends the College of 
Charleston, as a biology major, 
and plans to attend the R.N. pro-
gram at Trident Technical Col-
lege.

Mr. Anthony received a bach-
elor’s in English from James 
Madison University and a mas-
ter’s in environmental studies 
from MUSC. He is employed by 
NASA’s offi ce of space science, 
where he is a web designer and 
geo graphic information systems 
developer.

The wedding is planned for 
Saturday, March 6, 2004, at 
the William Aiken House in 
Charleston.

Michael Craig Anthony and 
Renee Christine Keller

Mrs. Frances George re turned 
home last Thursday af ter under-
going surgery both lo cally and in 
Richmond. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ticer had 
Mrs. Ticer’s daughter, Kay 
Weaver of Leonardtown, Md., 
visit them on Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Spafford 
were in Bumpass last week end 
for the 91st birthday cele bration 
of her aunt, Mrs. Gladys Powell, 
at the Bavarian Restaurant. Thirty 
family members were present.

Caroline Forrester, young 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Forrester of Rocky Mount, N.C., 
spent a recent weekend with her 
grandpar ents, Mr. and Mrs. Mitch 
Forrester.

Mrs. Wendy Usher and chil-
dren, Paul Jr., Christy Noel, Nich-

olas and Julianna, of Wilmette, 
Ill., arrived on Monday for a 
visit with her grandmother, Mrs. 
Chuck Rowell, and Mr. Rowell.

Mr. and Mrs. John Taliaferro 
were in Williamsburg on Satur-
day to celebrate his birthday with 
their sons, Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Taliaferro and Jack Taliaferro and 
Sharon Tulloh, all of Richmond.

Mrs. Donna Slade of Wake  
Forest, N.C., was with her mother, 
Mrs. Anna Jo Sanders, for the 
weekend.

Mrs. Joan Pittman and Mrs. 
Joanne Hinson have returned 
home after visiting their son and 
brother, Mr. Len Pittman, and 
his wife, Rachael, in Houston, 
Tx. While there they also had 
dinner with Mr. and Mrs. W. R. 
Jett Jr.

Local News

Engagements

Allison of Lottsburg. Miss Car-
oline McKenney of Callao dis-
tributed programs, Mrs. Lynnie 
McCrobie of Irvington attended 
the guest book, Mrs. Barbara 
Watson of Wicomico Church 
served as organist and Mrs. 
Sherry Ketner of Kilmarnock 
de signed the fl ower arrange-
ments.

The bride wore a strapless 
white A-line gown made of satin. 
The bodice was ac cented with 
pearls and the train was accented 
with pearls and sequins. The 
pearls and sequins outlined a 
Christmas tree design around the 
bottom of the train and gown. 
The bride carried a bouquet of 
white and red roses.

The rehearsal dinner and the 
reception were held in the church 
social hall. The re hearsal dinner 
was catered by Mrs. Earline 
Carter and the reception was 
catered by Mr. Robert Davis of 
Callao. Mr. Winter McCrobie, 
friend of the groom, provided 
music for the reception and Mr. 
R. Michael McKenney, friend of 
the bride and groom, made a 
toast in their honor. Mrs. Cerenia 
Tadlock, mother of the groom, 
made a fi ve-tier wedding cake 
decorated with red roses, green-
ery and baby’s breath.

Pre-nuptial events included a 
miscellaneous shower given by 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Clemmons 
Wilkins, uncle and aunt of the 
bride, and Mrs. Sharon Wilkins 
France at the Wilkins’ home; a 
couple’s shower hosted by Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Allison, Mr. 
and Mrs. Norm Risavi, and Mr. 
and Mrs. R. Michael McKenney 
at the Allison home; a couple’s 
shower given by Miss Renee 
Tadlock and Mr. Eric Tadlock 
held at the White Stone Wom-
an’s Club; and a bridal luncheon 
held at Rice’s Hotel-Hughlett’s 
Tavern was given by Mrs. Emily 
D. Thomas and Mrs. Linda L. 
Booth, friends and co-workers 
of the bride.

After a honeymoon to the 
Western Caribbean, the cou ple 
will reside near Kilmarnock. The 
couple thanks all their family 
and friends for their guidance, 
love and support.

Don McCann

Don McCann will discuss 
“National Heritage Area: A 
Means to Maintain our Unique 
Quality of Life” at Sundays at 
Two on February 8 at the Lan-
caster Community Library.

McCann, who holds a bach-
elor’s in geography from Mary 
Washington College, began his 
career as an oceanographic tech-
nician aboard a research vessel 
owned by the University of Del-
aware. In 1984 he became the 
captain, participating in diverse 
pro jects.

He moved with his family to 
the Northern Neck and op erates  
Tranquil Waters Marine Ser-
vices, a marine survey business. 
In 1997, he became a part-time 
employee of the Northern Neck 
Planning District Commission.

He is currently working on 
several projects including the 
James Monroe Birthplace, the 
Potomac National Heritage 
Scenic Trail, the Northern Neck 
National Heritage Area, the 
Lancaster Bike Trail and the 
Chesapeake Bay Ferry Feasibil-
ity Study. He is a member of 
the American Planning Associ-
ation.

The program begins at 2 
p.m. Discussion and refresh-
ments follow the presentation.

Don McCann 
to discuss 
her itage area 
designation

Find old friends
 at the 

Rivah Junction!

www.rrecord.com

★★

donk’s
THEATER
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Saturday • Feb. 14, 2004 • 8 p.m.  
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★ All the Opry Regulars
★ Shades of Country ★

★ Uncle Jimmy Wickham
Adults: $12.00 • Children under 12:  $2.00
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Valentine 
Sweethearts Show

Please don’t forget to
give me keep me

snuggly warm during
the winter!
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A creative approach  to
home entertaining,
receptions & civic

functions.453-5574

Country
   Gourmet

Carolyn
        Scarbrough

rr repeatG

Affordable Elegant Catering

Va. Class A #2701 028204 rr
re
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at

Fine Homebuilding
Historic Restoration

Construction Consultation

18 S. Main St. • Kilmarnock, VA • 435-1783 rr
re
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at

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

FACTORY SHOWROOMS

HURRY,
Limited Time!

Warranted & Maintained
FREE for 21 years!

• Extremely Powerful!
• Amazingly Quiet
• Advanced Hepa-Celoc®
         Filtration
• Lightweight & Easy to Use
The Next Generation
Compact
Canister!

with purchase of XL21
upright system

$199
Value

ATTN: Allergy Sufferers

Oreck XL® Air Purifier
Buy 1 Air 8
Purifier Get
Second at
Half Price!

• Permanent Filter NEVER
Needs Replacing

• Captures & Destroys
Bacteria

“Breathe easy with our Air Purifiers.
You’ll call it a miracle!”

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

3 for $399
NOW get:

The Famous
8 lb. ORECK Upright

• Lightweight & Easy To Use
• Hotel Strength

• Deep Cleans Carpets & Bare Floors

5 lb. SUPER
COMPACT CANISTER

$169 Value-FREE
• 8 Attachments
• Weights 5 lbs.

CORDLESS IRON
$100 Value-FREE

• Famous ORECK XL® Upright
• Super Compact Canister

• Cordless Speed Iron®

Model XL2400                NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

Carson Flooring, Inc.
1415 Tappahannock Blvd. • Tappahannock, VA

804-443-5338
www.carsonflooring.com

2003 Oreck Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved. All word marks, logos, produce configurations,
and registered trademarks are owned and used under the authority of Oreck Holdings, LLC.

804-580-2850

Jean’s Bargain Center

Rt. 360 between Heathsville & Burgess

(Few Exceptions)

Thurs., Fri. & Sat.-February 5, 6 & 7
Snow Date - February 12, 13 & 14

ANNUAL 50% OFF
STOREWIDE SALE

JOHN M. BARBER
RETIRING

Order Your Barber Prints now before it’s too late!Buy 4 or More Prints From Crying Shame &Don’t Pay ‘Til June 2004
Call or E-mail Today.

FRAME SHOPSPECIALIZING IN CONSERVATION PICTURE FRAMING103 Church Lane,Tappahannock
www.baywaves.com/cryingshame

(804) 443-0070Hrs: M-F 10-5:30, Sat.: 10-3email: cryingshame@rivnet.net

3 Diamond Anniversary

Pendant & Earrings

14K
$149

Reg. $225  T175

14K
$149

Reg. $225  T176

14K
$139

Reg. $210 T155

This Valentines Day Give
Your Sweetheart the

Love of Diamonds

$399
Reg. $549

T36-T38
1/4 ct.t.w., 14K

Adams
Jewelers • Fine Gifts

10 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock • 435-1574

9-5
Mon. - Fri.

Sat. 9 - 4:30

MasterCard

VISA

Ali Kat Custom Designs
Embroidery, Screen Printing and

Advertising Specialties
(804) 462-5379 • 1-(888) 634-6761

alikat@crosslink.net                           Lively, VA

The marriage of Gail Joan Clavet 
to Steven Baker Jen nings, both of 
Glen Allen, took place on Septem-
ber 27, 2003, in Waynesboro. The 
bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fer nand D. Clavet of Indian 
Shores, Fla., and the groom is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Cassell 
Jennings Jr. of Waynes boro.

The ceremony and reception 
took place at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jennings. The Rev. Wilford 
Mayton offi ciated. The groom’s 
parents hosted a re hearsal dinner 
Friday evening at the Wood’s 
Barn, owned by friends of the 
family. 

Stephanie Gruss of Richmond 
was maid of honor and Courtney 
Faighes of Glen Allen was a 
bridesmaid. Carrie Klett of Glen 
Allen was the mistress of cere-
monies. Michael Derrer of Glen 
Allen was the best man. Ratha 
Ramasamy of Glen Allen, the 
groom’s brother-in-law, was the 

groomsman. Holt Ramasamy, the 
groom’s nephew, was the ring 
bearer. 

The bride is the granddaughter 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Levite 
Lavoie, and of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Denis Clavet. The groom 
is the grandson of Mrs. Eleanor 
Louise Eddleton of Richmond and 
the late Mr. Raymond Holt, and 
of Clara Baker Jennings of Irving-
ton and the late Mr. Ed win Cassell 
Jennings Sr.

The bride has a doctorate in 
psychology from the University 
of Virginia and is a public health 
researcher and program evaluator 
at the state health de partment. The 
groom graduated from Radford 
University with a bachelor’s in 
business adminis tration/operations 
management and is a human 
resources con sultant.

The bride and groom spent their 
honeymoon cruising the French 
and Italian Mediter ranean.

Jennings–Clavet vows exchanged
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Baker Jennings

Singing valentines
The Bad Buoys, a quartet of the Northern Neck Bay Tones, 
prepares for its annual “Singing Valentines” pro motion. 
From left are tenor Harry Stemple, bass Gene Doody, bass 
Paul Kimball and baritone Bill Croner. The Bay Tones meets 
every Wednesday at 3 p.m. at St. An drews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock.

Brenda - Feb. 3, 2004
Two at once!

That’s really nifty
But, I wonder what
will happen at  50!

Love, The OPS Gang

Civilian Krista A. Smith, the 
daughter of Sandra N. and Stew-
art W. Smith of White Stone 
recently enlisted in the United 
States Navy under the Delayed 
Entry Program at the Navy 
Recruiting District of fi ce in 

Richmond.
Smith will report for active 

duty to undergo basic training 
at the Navy’s Recruit Training 
Center in Great Lakes, Ill. She 
is a 2001 graduate of Lancaster 
High School.

Ed McMahan

Ed McMahon, director of land 
use programs for The Conserva-
tion Fund in Arlington, will 
speak at the fourth annual North-
ern Neck Conservation Sym-
posium, “Preserving our Rural 
Character: Better Models for 
Development.”

Sponsored by the Garden Club 
of the Northern Neck with support 
from the National Park Service 
Rivers Trails and Con servation 
Assistance Depart ment, the sym-
posium is Febru ary 17 from 10 
a.m. to noon at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.

McMahon is an attorney, com-
munity planner, lecturer and 
authority on sustainable devel-
opment, land conservation, 
growth management, urban 
de sign and historic preservation. 
He is the author of ten books 
and 150 articles and a founder of 
Scenic America, a national group 
devoted to protecting scenic land-
scapes. 

In Better Models for Devel-
opment in Virginia, McMahon 
writes, “Development is both 
inevitable and desirable, but the 
destruction of community char-
acter and natural resources that 
too often accompanies growth is 
not. Instead of debating whether 
growth will occur, we should be 
discussing the patterns of devel-
opment: where we put it, how 

Conservation Fund director
to speak at local symposium

we arrange it, and what it looks 
like. If we start from this prem-
ise, communities can more easily 
balance conservation with eco-
nomic development.”

“Citizens and public offi cials 
need to hear McMahon’s mes-
sage,” said symposium chair man 
Susan Tipton. “The North ern 
Neck’s character and heritage is 
at risk. We need to act quickly to 
plan a more thought ful approach 
to new develop ment so we can 
protect the communities we 
love.”

For reservations, call Tipton 
at 453-3915, or email tip-
ton@crosslink.net.

A Northern Neck Computer 
Users Group genealogy ses sion 
on resoring family photos with 
Adobe Photoshop Elements 2.0 
will be held February 9 at 2:30 
p.m. at the Lancaster Commu nity 
Library in Kilmarnock.

John Abrahams will demon-
strate the basics of photo resto-
ration by using photos and other 
documents that he has col lected 
for over fi fty years about the 
family of his grand father, a Civil 
War veteran. 

Future programs address gea-
nealogical resources at the Swem 
Library at the College of William 
and Mary on April 12, immigra-
tion records on June 14, Legacy 
Family tree, Version 5 deluxe on 
August 9 and research opportuni-
ties at the Allen County Library in 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. on October 14.

Genealogy group
to meet Monday

Service Notes

Paul B. Ebert, Common-
wealth’s attorney for Prince Wil-
liam County, received a call from 
the U.S. Attorney General a year 
ago asking him to come to Wash-
ington to dis cuss the prosecution 
of John Allen Muhammad, the 
belt way sniper convicted in Vir-
ginia Beach last fall in the death 
of Dean Harold Meyers.

“I hope that’s the last case like 
that that I have the duty to prose-
cute,” Ebert said in his Viewpoints 
presentation to a packed audito-
rium at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury February 2. “It’s 
the biggest case I’d ever had to 
undertake, and there were a lot of 
legal problems.”

By Virginia statute, murders are 
not automatically deemed capital 
cases, but must be el evated to that 
status by any of several specifi c 
predicate of fenses. The Muham-
mad case qualifi ed on two counts: 
more than one killing within a 
three-year period, and terror ism 
designed to intimidate or infl u-
ence local, state or fed eral gov-
ernment. The terrorism provision 
was instituted after 9/11.

To learn about sniping, Ebert 
interviewed snipers from mili-
tary and S.W.A.T. teams. He read 
books about snipers. He brought 
a British author to the trial to 
testify about the terrorism that 
snipers employ to lower their 
enemies’ morale, and about the 
tools that snipers use: silencers, 
ear protection, spotting scopes, 
bungee cords, high velocity bul-
lets that explode like “snow-
storms” in the body, and maps 
designating feasible or unfeasible 
areas for attack.

All such items were found in 
the snipers’ old but newly pur-

chased blue Caprice, and they 
became the circumstan tial but 
compelling evidence that resulted 
in Muhammad’s capital convic-
tion.

An FBI agent created a replica 
of the Caprice trunk that the snip-
ers had refi tted for access through 
the back seat to the fi ring hole in 
the rear. Only after jury members 
viewed the model did the judge 
then allow them to ex amine the 
actual vehicle.

The triggerman is generally 
considered the perpetrator and the 
only party eligible for the death 
penalty, and Muhammad’s part-
ner, Lee Malvo, claims to have 
been the shooter. Ebert, how-
ever, stressed the importance in 
this case of the spotter, who was 
Muhammad, to designate the kill-
ing zone, ensure that no one was 
around, inform the shooter of the 
target, and de termine a viable 
escape route.

“It takes two to tango,” said 
Ebert. “They were a killing team 
and John Muhammad was the 
captain of the team.”

Mrs. Robert E. Lee IV will 
speak at Viewpoints on March 29 
at 11 a.m. She is a vice re gent 
of the Mount Vernon Ladies’ 
Association and will speak on  
“George Washington: Let’s Keep 
Him First.” Call 438-4000 for 
reservations.

Sniper case reviewed
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Kilmarnock Day Specials!

Southern Electronics • Lancaster Square Shopping Center • Kilmarnock, Va. • 435-6300

Your             dealer

Mark-down table with special pricing!

Layaways welcome!

Signup for Special Prize Drawing

THE SHOE STORE

We’ve been fitting you and your family for 45 years!
28 W. Church Street, Kilmarnock   Call HC at 435-3020

DISCOVER

Hours: Mon.-Thurs.- 9 am-5:30 pm • Fri.-Sat. 9 am-6 pm
“The place for happy feet!”

: )

Big! Big! Big Savings during Kilmarnock Days
on Tennis Shoes, Dress Shoes, Boots, Slippers & Pocketbooks

Thursday, Friday & Saturday • February 5, 6, & 7
Register for 2-$25 gift certificates

Candy for the kids! • Coffee will be served • Cookies served Saturday

MasterCard

VISA

Ask about FREE shoes!

BUT . . .
They were all on

SALE,
honey, during

Kilmarnock Days!

: )

NB
new balance

“Air Force”

NIKE

Largest selection at the lowest prices in the Northern Neck.

Celebrate Kilmarnock Days
Thursday & Friday with us !
Register for “Lunch for 4”
• Great Subs • Specials

• Homemade Potato Salad

Dixie Deli
Rt. 200, Kilmarnock  •  435-6745

  Jo Jo’s

♥

♥♥

Northern Nick

435-7252 • Chesapeake Commons Shopping Ctr.

The

is celebrating
Kilmarnock Days !

Thursday, Friday & Saturday !
Register for Prizes and Gift

Certificates ! Valentines
everywhere will love a unique present from our
European Collection. Come let our staff show

you a great alternative to roses
and chocolates.

The Early Bird
Always Gets The

Best Buys !

Kilmarnock  Day  Specials !
Be sure to come in and see what we have

marked down just for you !

Specials throughout the store.
Register for Door Prize !

Friday & Saturday, February 6 & 7

Adams
VISA

MasterCard

Jewelers • Fine Gifts
10 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock • 435-1574

9-5
Mon. - Fri.

Sat. 9 - 4:30

Thurs., Fri. & Sat., February 5, 6 & 7
This  event is sponsored by the

Kilmarnock Chamber of Commerce and

FEATURES . . .
Participation by most town merchants.
Many in-store drawings, sales AND

Register to win at participating merchants

3-$100 gift certificates
to be given away at WKWI at 8:00 a.m. on Mon., Feb. 9.

The Kilmarnock Chamber of 
Commerce hosts its annual 
Kilmarnock Days Salebration 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
February 5-7.

Most town merchants will have 
sales, some with as much as 50 
percent off. Others will have spe-
cial tables of drastically reduced 
merchandise. Some will offer 
free refreshments. There will be 
many in-store registrations for 
door prizes.

In addition, the chamber will 

award three $100 gift certifi cates 
good at any member store. Regis-
tration boxes are located through-
out town. The drawing for the 
certifi cates will be held Monday, 
February 9, on WKWI’s Jerry 
Lee Scott Morning show at 8:07 
a.m.

Customers may come early, 
stay late and choose from a vari-
ety of places to eat in town, said 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. The event 
includes 10 new businesses that 
have opened in the past year.

Kilmarnock Days 
sales begin today

■ NAPS to meet
The Northumberland Associa-

tion for Progressive Stewardship 
will hold an an nual meeting Feb-
ruary 21 at St. Stephens Epis-
copal Church Meeting Hall in 
Heathsville.

Coffee and cookies will be 
served at 9:30 a.m. At 10 a.m., 
Beth Baldwin, a senior planner 
with the Chesapeake Bay Local 
Assistance Department, will pres-
ent a seminar entitled “Enforcing 
the Bay Act.”

Information will be pre sented 
on how the agency is currently 
tracking compliance, its enforce-
ment authority among localities 
and the role and rights of citi-
zens.

A business meeting will fol low 
questions-and-answers.

■ Diabetes class to meet
The Rappahannock General 

Hospital Home Health Services 
will offer a Diabetes Education 
Class on Wednesday, February 11, 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Speakers 
are Charlotte Spears, a registered 
nurse, and Melissa Thomas, a reg-
istered dietitian.

The class will meet at the RGH 
Rehabilitation Services and Sports 
Medicine Center off Harris Drive 
in Kilmarnock. The class is free; 
however, seating is limited. Call 
435-8587 to pre-register.

The Northern Neck Branch 
of the Association for the Pres-
ervation of Virginia Antiquities 
invites area citi zens to apply 
for financial grants to assist in 
special pro jects to further the 
effort to preserve  Virginia’s 
heritage.

Past grant recipients in cluded 
the Richmond County Museum, 
Menokin Plantation, the 
Alfonso School, the Kilmar-
nock Museum, Farnham 
Church and private residential 
restoration projects.

Applications must be 
re ceived by March 1, and 
should clearly present the ratio-
nale for the project, its prog-
ress and goal, and, if possible, 

contain photographs. 
Applications may be sent 

to APVA/NNB, c/o Michael 
Malone, P.O. Box 1352, 
Warsaw, VA 22572. 

The awards will be made at 
the annual meeting on March 
18.

Preservation grants offered

Area
Events

Register for K-Day Prizes
and a $25 gift certificate !

Free samples of
‘Penetram Plus’ for arthritis,

aches & pains & multi-vitamin
packets.

43 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA804-436-0011

Gift Certificates

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!
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Celebrating our

9th  ANNIVERSARY . . .

 and offering

10% discount
On all chemical services

HEADS UP

(804) 435-7507
80 North Main St., Kilmarnock, Virginia

HAIRWORKS

Offer good thru Feb. 28

Cookbooks
still available

❤

 Kilmarnock Days Sale Starts Today!
Thursday, Friday & Saturday!!

      LADIES’ DEPARTMENT
Special Rack

Blouses, Slacks, Sweaters
Skirts & Dresses

Were $24.95 - $109.95
Now $9.90 - $29.90

Winter Dresses

1/2 Off

Winter Sportswear
Graff, Koret

Alfred Dunner in
Petite & Missy Sizes.

1/2 Off

    CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Winter Stock

 OshKosh • Carters • CottonResources
 (Girls & Boys Sizes Newborn-14)

1/2 off

Visa
Mastercard

THE QUALITY CLOTHING STORE
FOR WOMEN, CHILDREN AND MEN

Main Street
Downtown, Kilmarnock
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-5:00
 435-1212

      MEN’S DEPARTMENT

• Winter Sports Coats 1/2 Off

• Winter Dress Slacks 1/2 Off

• Corduroy Pants 1/2 Off

• Sweaters &
  Sweater Vests 1/2 Off

• Sports Shirts 1/2 Off

• Hats & Caps 1/2 Off

• Winter Coats 1/2 Off

Entire Winter StockA tradition of innovation since 1900
www.chesbank.com       Member FDIC

We’re celebrating
KILMARNOCK DAYS

Register Thursday, Friday & Saturday
to win 2-$50.00 SAVINGS BONDS

Drawing is Saturday, February 7 at 11:45 a.m.

in our Kilmarnock Office !

24 W. Church St.
Monday - Saturday 10-6   •  Sunday 12-4

435-2200

In Kilmarnock

Celebrate Kilmarnock Days at

Resort-wear, Casual-wear,
Accessories & Unique Jewelry

Petite, Missy & Plus Sizes
*complimentary pant hemming

Draw
ings

     
Discou

nts

     
    P

rizes

* sale items excluded

Entertainment

Systems

Corporation

“Your Source For Satelite Radio”

*  KILMARNOCK DAYS SALE  *
Remote Car Starter System

starting @ $169.00  (normally $209) installed

Sales, Custom Design & Integration
160 Technology Park Drive • Kilmarnock, VA 22482

804-435-7290

Audio
& Video

Noah’s Ark
Sales • Service • Repairs

Vacuum Cleaners
and All Accessories

New & Used
Vacuums • Lamps
Furniture • Bikes
Kerosene Stoves

10% off Storewide
Thurs., Fri., & Sat.

(excluding parts & labor)
★Register for an Upright Dirt

Devil by Royal for K-Day!

804-435-6716
Toll Free:  877-213-7376

21 N. Main St. • Kilmarnock

Financing
Available

Irvin “Irv” Marlar will review 
Gail Sheehy’s book on the 
af termath of 9/11 at Books 
and Conversation February 12 
at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury.

 The review begins at 11 a.m. 
Social time begins at 10:30. 

Published in 2003 for the 
second anniversary of the terror-
ist attacks, Middletown, Amer-
ica: One Town’s Passage from 
Trauma to Hope is Sheehy’s 
14th book. She conducted 900 
interviews with residents of 
Middletown, N.J., where com-
muters go by train or ferry to 
work every day in New York. 

Situated 20 miles across from 
the fi nancial district on the 
lower bay of the Hudson River, 
Middletown saw the towers col-
lapse and the smoke head its 
way. Nearly 50 Middletown res-

Marlar to review 9/11 book
idents lost their lives in the 
at tacks. 

“This is the story of many of 
the survivors and their efforts to 
rehabilitate themselves, reestab-
lish their lives, and survive the 
shock and despair of losing their 
family members in a matter of 
seconds,” said Marlar. “It is told 
in a highly personal way.”

One of Marlar’s three adult 
daughters has lived in Middle-
town 25 years and gave him 
the book when he was visiting 
her at Christmas. Subsequently, 
they took the ferry across to 
Ground Zero, increasing the 
book’s impact upon them both. 

Marlar and his wife, the for-
mer Mary Alice Hamilton, now 
deceased, met while working 
for the federal government. He 
ul timately was chief of the train-
ing and development division 
within the offi ce of the director 
of civilian personnel at the Pen-
tagon. 

The Marlars retired in 1972 
to Town Creek on the Corroto-
man River and moved to RW-C 
about fi ve years ago. 

Dr. Mahlon Brown, retired 
professor in the College of Edu-
cation and Social Studies at 
Marshall University, will intro-
duce the speaker. 

                                 She had such
                                  a good time last
       year, she’s on her way back for
  a fun-filled day in Kilmarnock!

Kilmarnock Days
Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Take advantage of the bargains,
giveaways, prizes . . . we’ve got it all

right here at home.
And don’t forget to use your

“Hometown” Visa Card!

Member FDIC
Federal Reserve System

 Toll Free 1-800-435-1140
www.bankoflancaster.com

KILMARNOCK - MAIN OFFICE

100 South Main Street

435-1171

KILMARNOCK - NORTHSIDE

Lancaster Square Shopping Center
435-2208

Lender

Quilt presentation to open series
Gail Griffi th (left) and Millie Huffman display one of the quilts 
that will illustrate the talk to be given on February 11 at Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern in Heathsville. Bar bara Rothermel of 
Lynchburg College will connect the work of local artists to tra-
ditions set by 19th-century quil ters. The talk, the fi rst in this 
year’s Food for Thought se ries, begins at 5:30 p.m. Tickets for 
the talk and accompa nying dinner are $30; lecture only tickets 
are $5. Call 580-3377.

 A free program, “Planning 
to Make it Happen: Healthy 
Eating for Weight Manage-
ment with Less Money,” will 
be held at Lancaster Commu-
nity Library for seven Mon-
days, February 9 to March 22, 
from 6 to 7 p.m.

  The program is a common-
sense, educational approach to 
eating habits, food buying and 
food preparation with hands-on 
opportunities.

 Registration is at the door. 
Children are allowed, but are 
the parent’s responsibility.

The program is sponsored by 
the Smart Choices Nutrition 
Education Program of the Lan-
caster County Office of Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension. 

Healthy Eating 
program begins 
on Monday

The Men’s Fellowship of the 
Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church will hold its annual spa-
ghetti dinner on February 12.

The fund-raising event bene-
fits a variety of community 
endeavors.

Contributions are made by 
the men each year to the Inter-
faith Council, the Free Health 
Clinic, The Boy Scouts of 
America Troop 242 and the 
Council on Disabilities’ Youth 
activities of the church and 

Sunday School.
The men also joined others

recently in the acquisition of
a completely equipped disaster
relief trailer. It will be avail-
able where the needs are the
greatest in the Rappahannock
District.

The dinner is $7 for adults
and $4 for children 13 and
un der. The dinner will be
served from 5 to 8 p.m. at
Kilmarnock United Methodist
Church.

Spaghetti dinner proceeds 
to benefi t the community

Shop these local  
merchants during 
Kilmarnock Days
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435-1701
The best way to
increase profit

margins
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GARDEN CENTER

DOWN TO EARTH

New selection of flowering plants, gifts, books & supplies
Winter Hours:  Tuesday-Sunday • 10 am-4 pm

804-436-9900
18399 Mary Ball Road (Rt. 3)
Between Kilmarnock and White Stone

GARDEN CENTER
Formerly Mariannes Gardens

Now Open

JEWELRY
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

Two thousand years ago in Greece, an
amethyst pendant on a doghair cord around the
neck was believed to be an antidote for
snakebite.  Amethyst with a pale, rosy glow could
also prevent intoxication, according to the legend.

The amethyst is the birthstone for those  born
in February.  Let us show you all of our lovely
gemstones, which can be mounted in the setting
of your choice.

Celebrating our 15th Anniversary

Sunday, February 8th

Prizes, Discounts, Refreshments

Village Center Country Store
Home of the “Hefty Sub”

Ottoman •  Rt. 354

804-462-7676

GREAT VALENTINE GIFT ...
“Ties to Remember”

A study of Reedville [VA] 1874-1903 & Roseland
Cemetery 1903-2003 ... 317 pp. $45.00 tax free

donation to Roseland Cemetery, Bethany UM Church,
or St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Fleeton ... available
Roseland Cemetery Co., P.O. Box 32, Reedville, VA
or P.O. Box 33 Reedville, VA; phone 804-453-5691

Terms and Conditons of Auction
• All import duties, taxes and freight paid.
• No liens, encumbrances or outstanding charges.
• No delivery, goods released only for immediate disposal, payment and
  removal.
• Each bale will be unwrapped and pieces tagged individually for public
  inspection.
• Each piece will be auction liquidated singly piece by piece to the highest
  bidder. 
• In accordance with U.S. Government laws each carpet labeled with country
  of origin, fi ber content and certifi ed genuine handmade.�������������	���
������

Terms: Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express
A. Mizani VAAR 651                    301-330-1965

PUBLIC AUCTION
Duly instructed to proceed in accordance with the laws 
and regulations the Uniform Commercial Code and the 

U.S. Customs Importation Regulation Car 465.
AUCTION OF AIR CARGO

U.S. Customs cleared all duties paid at port of entry
VALUABLE PERSIAN RUGS

Bales consist of pieces from 2x3 up to 13x24, different colors to 
choose Kashan; Shiraz, Bijar, Isphahan; Mashad; silk Sarough;

Kirman; Harnedan; Tabriz; Bokhara; Hertz and runner up to 2.6x40.

�C���B�"���
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At Fire House (Old School House) 
Rt. 695 Off Rt 3 Whitestone
Saturday Feb 7, 2PM

 Going...Going.....Gone!

Urbanna Antique MallUrbanna Antique Mall
��������	
��	�����������	��������	
��	�����������	

The new owners invite YOU to join us for the 

Annual February Sale!

Fine furniture, glassware, collectible prints and oils, silver, 
decorative accessories, lamps, wicker, exceptional desks, 

stained glass, shabby chic, vintage kitchen items – something 
for every taste and budget. 

Exciting Merchandise from new arrivals Exciting Merchandise from new arrivals 
plus the quality dealers you know& love!plus the quality dealers you know& love!

Savings in every booth–begins Friday, February 6th
Gift Certifi cates Available for your Special Valentine!

OPEN TUESDAY–SUNDAYOPEN TUESDAY–SUNDAY  11–5  (804) 758-2000
124 RAPPAHANNOCK AVENUE  HISTORIC DOWNTOWN URBANNA124 RAPPAHANNOCK AVENUE  HISTORIC DOWNTOWN URBANNA

When Disaster Strikes,
Don’t Dispair

Call King’s!
Serving the counties of Essex,
Northumberland, Lancaster,
Westmoreland, Richmond and
Middlesex.

In business 28 years, providing
expert service on your water dam-
age and fire/soot damage claims.

IICRC Certified Master Cleaners
& Restorers on staff. State-of-the-
art extraction & drying equipment.
Remember our carpet cleaning
and air duct cleaning services.

King’s
Cleaning
Service

(804) 529-7697
(804) 828-4398

Voted the
“Best Cleaning Service”

in our region for the
past 4 years!

Northern Neck Computer Users Group president Betty Lehman 
(left) presents a check to Lancaster Community Library librar-
ian Susanna Collins. 

At the January 10 meeting 
of the Northern Neck Computer 
Users Group, Charles Wright son 
gave a presentation on search 
engines and browsers and 
included information on home 
networks.

The February meeting will be 
February 14 at 10 a.m., at the 
Lancaster Community Library in 
Kilmarnock. Mark Easter will 
give part two of his presen tation 

“Clean Up the Clutter and Tips 
and Tricks.”

The March meeting has been 
cancelled. The group will meet 
in the library on April 10. Len 
Hickey will give a presentation 
on a new ISP.

A digital camera special inter-
est group is organizing. Meet-
ings will be held the fi rst Tues day 
of each month at the Lan caster 
Community Library at 10 a.m. 

Computer group to meet at library

Residents at The Lancashire 
were busy the last week of Jan-
uary. On Monday, they played 
basketball and racked up great 
exercise and high scores. Con-
gratulations to Myrtle Bussells 
and Melvin Bromley who con-
tinued to have tied scores into 
overtime. Both will receive a 
certificate for their superior 
play. During the afternoon, res-
idents dis cussed Murphy’s Law 
and many of its variations. 
They concluded that life goes 
much better when we think 
opti mistically and consider the 
tough times to be educational. 
Later in the day, we had fun 
with music trivia.

Tuesday featured a sing-
along including “Frog Went 
A’ Courting” and “Darktown 
Strutters ball.” Bingo was the 
highlight of the afternoon. We 
had four winners all at once in 
the final round.

On Wednesday, residents 
remembered Elvis Presley and 
some of his most popular songs. 
Later, we shared in a Bible 
study about finding true mean-
ing in life despite diffi cult 
times. Residents created their 
own mini-parachutes in the 
afternoon and got some upper 
body exercise tossing them into 
the air and watching them float 
down.

Residents got a head start for 
Valentine’s Day on Thursday 
as they created greeting cards 
and love posters with water-
colors and markers. Much of 
their artwork is dis played on 
their doors to wish passersby a 
warm Valentine’s Day. Thurs-
day afternoon saw many resi-
dents participating in karaoke 
as they prepared for the resi-
dent and staff talent show at 
the end of February.

On Friday, we sang praises 
during the hymn sing. Lovely 
voices echoed from the main 
dining room as over 40 resi-
dents participated. We cele-
brated January birthdays in 
the afternoon with a birthday 
party, including carnations, 
cards, cake, ice cream and 
punch. Happy Birthday to 
Mason Cole, Elizabeth Folger, 
Franklin Carter, Samuel Tiggle, 
Mary Brogden, William 
Werner, Gladys Forrester and 
Christine Thompson.

Saturday featured bingo. The 
main dining room was filled 
with excited players. Thanks to 
Rev. Gayle Fowler for leading 
a worship service on Sunday 
afternoon.

Free books, CDs and DVDs, 
no charge for internet access....

Where is this store? What are 
the hours? How can they afford 
to do this?

The store is Lancaster Com-
munity Library (LCL). There is 
no charge to get a li brary card, 
and once you have one, you can 
get all of these services for free.

LCL has available for lend ing 
over 37,000 books, 1,982 videos, 
190 DVDs, and 168 books on 
CDs. You can visit the library to 
read any of 10 newspapers and 
70 magazines to which we sub-
scribe.

In a year, almost 100,000 items 
are used by the commu nity for 
study or pleasure. That’s about 
10 times the number of people 
who live in the county.

Need to access the internet to 
use a PC for word process ing? 
There are eight public comput-
ers, six of them with access to 
the internet. Teens have their own 

computer room.
This is not a government 

in stitution. It’s a private, non-
profi t organization. Individuals 
and foundations pay for almost 
70 percent of the books, CDs 
and other materials and ser vices. 
Lancaster County pro vides about 
14.7 percent of the funding. Only 
if a patron wants a paper copy is 
there a charge of $.20 per page.

LCL continuously upgrades its 
collections, purchasing a variety 
of materials to serve the needs 
of children, teens and adults. In 
2003, LCL spent $33,000 for new 
books, CDs and videos.

For a family on a limited 
income, that means that the whole 
family can enjoy read ing, listen-
ing or watching without a strain 
on the pock etbook.

While LCL cannot offer a 
money-back guarantee, we are 
committed to making sure that 
everyone can benefi t from our 
services.

The Lancaster County Demo-
cratic Committee will continue 
their 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. strate-
gic planning ses sions Saturday at 
Grace House. The session will be 
moderated by Dr. Jack Russell.

Participants can either bring 
a lunch, or sandwiches will be 
brought in.

Another Democratic event on 
Saturday is the annual Jeffer-
son-Jackson Day dinner in Rich-
mond which, as of this writing, 
candidates Wesley Clark, John 
Edwards, John Kerry and Howard 
Dean are expected to attend. The 
local Democratic Committee has 
also invited the candidates or 
their representatives to come and 
speak in Lancaster County. If that 
can be ar ranged, an announce-
ment will be made.

On Tuesday, February 10, the 
Democratic primary will be held 
in Virginia and the committee 
will be working to stir up interest 
among local Democrats and help 
get out the vote.

The next regular Democratic 
Committee meet ing is on Febru-
ary 23 at the Bank of Lancaster 
northside branch at 7 p.m.

Those with questions about 
these events may call commit tee 

chairman Norm Mosher at 
438-5066. 

Anyone interested in politi cal 
activities from the Democratic 
party perspective is invited to the 
meetings.

LANCASTER COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Your Lifelong Learning Center

Lancaster Democrats to con vene

Lancashire
Lines

 by Joan M. Foster

Printing
Yes we do!

Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock, Virginia

435-1701 ext. 17
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High 4:49 1.2'
Low 11:18 0.0'

^ 2/10^

Sunrise 7:01
Moonset 9:29
Sunset 5:39
Moonrise 10:22

^ 2/11^

Sunrise 7:00
Moonset 9:56
Sunset 5:40
Moonrise 11:31

^ 2/12^

Sunrise 6:59
Moonset 10:25
Sunset 5:41

^ 2/13^

Moonrise 12:42
Sunrise 6:58
Moonset 10:59
Sunset 5:42

Tue 2/10

s
Wed 2/11

t
Thu 2/12

u
Fri 2/13

3rd Q. - 8:40V

^ 2/06^

Low 5:32 -0.1'
High 11:37 1.5'
Low 6:16 -0.1'
High 11:54 1.3'

^ 2/07^

Low 6:14 -0.1'
High 12:14 1.5'
Low 6:52 -0.1'

^ 2/08^

High 12:33 1.4'
Low 6:55 -0.1'
High 12:52 1.5'
Low 7:27 -0.1'

^ 2/09^

High 1:12 1.4'
Low 7:39 -0.1'
High 1:31 1.5'
Low 8:04 -0.1'

^ 2/6^

Sunrise 7:05
Moonset 7:38
Sunset 5:34
Moonrise 5:57

^ 2/7^

Sunrise 7:04
Moonset 8:09
Sunset 5:36
Moonrise 7:03

^ 2/8^

Sunrise 7:03
Moonset 8:37
Sunset 5:37
Moonrise 8:09

^ 2/9^

Sunrise 7:02
Moonset 9:03
Sunset 5:38
Moonrise 9:15

✵  RAPPAHANNOCK ALMANAC ✵

Fri 2/6

Full - 3:46O
Sat 2/7

p
Sun 2/8

q
Mon 2/9

r
PM times are in boldface type.

Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© BenETech 2004 (tides@benetech.net)

Proof (delivered as .pdf file) Printed: 4/28/2003 Page: 43

White Stone/Grey’s Point Tides, Sun, & Moon – February, 2004

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

TAPPAHANNOCK • MECHANICSVILLE

Leroy’s Truck Caps, Inc.
VIRGINIA TRUCK ACCESSORIES

Your #1 Truck Accessory Store

804-443-0768                             1-800-800-2401
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Giles Scott of Lancaster (left) grabs the rebound and pushes it to teammate Cavell Robin son 
under the outstretched arms of Eagle defender Brian Wilson (31).

Devils’ best falls short
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Despite turning in their best all-
around performance of the season 
last Friday, the varsity Red Devils 
couldn’t break a los ing streak.

Washington & Lee continued 
its undefeated trek through the 
Northern Neck District, beating 
Lancaster, 71-64, to improve to 
5-0 in the league and 11-4 over-
all. 

The Devils (2-11 overall) are 
on a six-game losing streak and 
remain in last place with an 0-5 
record in the district. 

Lancaster registered one of its 
highest scoring games of the 
season and enjoyed two fi rst-half 
leads over the district leading 
Eagles. 

The Devils trailed by a basket 

after the opening period. After an 
even 20-20 second quarter, they 
trailed 32-30 at the half. 

GeRon Wiggins scored eight of 
Lancaster’s 10 in the fi rst pe riod 
and James Scott put up eight in 
the second quarter. 

Montell Mitchell helped keep 
Lancaster close in the second 
half, scoring 13 of his team-high 
18 in the latter quarters. 

With balanced scoring, Mitch-
ell led four double digit scorers. 
Cavell Robinson turned in a dou-
ble-double with 12 points and 14 
rebounds, while Wiggins fi nished 
with 14 points and Scott 12. 

The Devils outrebounded the 
Eagles 33-19, but had 13 turn-
overs to Washington & Lee’s 
eight. 

Devin Smith led all scorers 
with 29 points, while W&L team-
mates Brian Wilson and Todd 
Lucas scored 16 and 12, respec-
tively. 

The Devils have three games 
to play before the district tour-
nament begins on February 17. 
They host Rappahannock Fri day, 
February 6. W&L hosts Nor-
thumberland. Both games begin 
at 8 p.m.
W&L..................12 20 19 20 -- 71
Lancaster..........10 20 15 19 -- 64
W&L -- Campbell 6, Smith 29, John-
son 3, Cote 0, Lucas 12, Taylor 5, 
Haskins 0, Wilson 16. Three-point 
goals: Smith 2, Lucas 2. 
Lancaster -- Mitchell 18, G. Scott 3, 
Wiggins 14, Robinson 12, Veney 2, 
Means 0, J. Scott 11, Lee 0, Arm-
strong 4. Three-point goals: J. Scott 
3, Mitchell, G. Scott. 

Crowds have been dwindling at area basketball games over the past few years, a fact ap parent 
last Friday when Lancaster’s gym was less than half full during the varsity girls game against 
Washington & Lee. 

Where have all the fans gone?
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi  

Around the Northern Neck Dis-
trict, attendance at high school 
basketball games is on a steady 
decline. 

With only 175 paying fans at 
an Essex-Lancaster match-up two 
weeks ago, the LHS gym, with 
seating capacity of 1,500, looked 
empty. The bleachers were only 
half fi lled during a varsity game 
last Friday against Washington & 
Lee. 

In comparison, Lancaster 
en tertained about 900 fans for 
var sity games against Washing-
ton & Lee and Northumberland 
last year, according to LHS ath-
letic director Billy Jarvis. 

“Just look around this gym,” 
said W&L girls coach Mark 
Comer. “I remember Friday 
nights when you couldn’t get a 
seat in here.” 

Comer, who coached the 
Ea gles’ boys team for 14 years 
and has served as athletic director 
for three years, recalls packed-
house showdowns just two years 
ago between W&L and Lancaster, 
when standing-room-only meant 
just that. 

Even in Westmoreland, where 
basketball has drawn capacity 
crowds for over a decade, atten-

dance is dwindling. 
“Our crowds aren’t down to 

half of what they used to be, but 
we’re defi nitely off,” said Comer. 
“And we’re feeling it. We’ve tried 
to put some money aside for 
spring, but we’ve got some bills 
to pay now. I just hope we can 
clear some money this season.” 

Self-suffi cient athletic 
de partments, like Lancaster’s, 
rely on ticket sales to pay offi -
cials and buy necessary supplies. 
One sports season usually helps 
to pay for the next, said Jarvis. 

The Central Virginia Offi cials 
Association, used by most area 
schools, raised its rates this year, 
according to Jarvis. Lan caster will 
pay the CVOA $3,504 for bas-
ketball offi cials for the season. 

“We’ve been very lucky 
be cause most of our home games 
so far have been JV games,” said 
Jarvis. “We’ve been able to pay 
the offi cials, pay the police, pay 
our bills and still make about $50 
a night.” 

The three offi cials receive a 
combined $141 for calling two 
JV games (boys and girls), while 
varsity offi cials get a combined 
$231 for the night. 

A scheduling change which has 
boys and girls teams play ing on 
the same night and an increase 
in ticket prices may be a con-
tributing factor for the de creased 
crowds, said Jarvis. 

As mandated by the Virginia 
High School League, Group A 
schools were forced to switch 
their girls basketball seasons from 
fall to winter this year, creating 
a scheduling nightmare for area 
schools. 

The Tidewater and Tri-Rivers 
districts chose to continue play-
ing their boys varsity and JV 
games at one location, while the 
girls varsity and JV teams went 
to the opposite site on the same 
night. 

The Northern Neck District 

athletic directors and principals, 
however, chose to play the JV 
boys and girls games at one 
lo cation, while the varsity games 
are held at another site. For 
ex ample, when the LHS JV teams 
are at Northumberland, the var-
sity Indians are playing the Dev-
ils at Lancaster. 

To confuse the issue even more, 
for the fi rst half of the district 
schedule the boys teams played 
at 6 p.m. and the girls games 
began at 8 p.m. For the second 
round of district play, the girls 
are playing at 6 p.m. and the boys 
at 8 p.m. 

“For the record, I was never 
in favor of playing my girls sec-
ond,” said Comer. “We at W&L 
were never in favor of that. But 

we went with the consensus. I 
wanted my girls to play fi rst in 
front of a crowd. Up our way, 
we feel we put a pretty good 
product on the court. Our girls 
practice hard and play hard and 
they deserve to play in front of a 
crowd.” 

Jarvis agrees. 
“Although the money issue is 

big,” Jarvis said, “more than that, 
I really don’t think it’s fair to the 
girls to have a gym fi lled for a 
boys game and then when they 
[the girls] play, the gym clears.” 

The district split the season in 
this way, according to Comer, 
to compare gate receipts and 
de termine which schedule was 
more lucrative. 

“Everybody yells about Title 

9 and fairness to the girls, and 
nobody preaches fairness more 
than I do,” said Comer. “But these 
Title 9 people that scream about 
fairness need to come to those 8 
p.m. games and see all the fans 
leaving for the girls game.” 

Ticket prices for all sports also 
increased this year from $4 to $5 
for students and adults. Children 
under fi ve are admitted free. 

Ken Blackley, athletic director 
at Essex, said he believes fans 
want more for their money than 
what the district is offering. 

“I really don’t believe the prod-
uct is very good this year,” 
Blakely said about the varsity 
boys caliber of play district-wide. 
“I don’t see the competi tive bas-
ketball teams that we used to 

have.” 
He coached at Rappahannock

for 24 years, and during that
time, noted how many dedicated
fans had no real association with
the school. They were coming
out just to see a good game, he
said. 

“I’ve noticed that the middle-
aged and older fans are not com-
ing out the way they used to,”
said Blackley. “We used to get a
lot of older folks that had week-
end places down here and would
come out on a Friday night. I
had some folks that I didn’t have
a relationship with more than a
nod on a Friday night. but I miss
seeing them now.”

Blackley said he didn’t really
notice the decline in fan support
until last year. 

“We kind of saw this trend
coming with the economy,” said
Jarvis. “Things have slowed
down everywhere and people are
doing other things with their
money.” 

Although Blackley continues
to support the girls and boys
playing together, he realizes the
district will have to review the
plan. 

“We’re going to have to look
at it strongly,” said Blackley. “I
think all the schools are strapped
fi nancially right now.” 

And most rely heavily on their
athletic booster clubs, ac cording
to Jarvis.

“This season is gonna hurt
[fi nancially],” Jarvis said. “But
we’re very, very lucky to have
the boosters. They’ve been very
good about giving our kids the
things they need, even helped
to put uniforms on the players.
They help tremendously with all
the sports.” 

Lancaster’s next home game
is tomorrow, January 6, when
the varsity Devils host the Rap-
pahannock Red Raiders. Girls
play at 6 p.m. and boys at 8 p.m.

To confuse the issue 
even more, for the 
fi rst half of the district 
schedule the boys 
teams played at 6 p.m. 
and the girls games 
began at 8 p.m. For the 
second round of dis-
trict play, the girls are 
playing at 6 p.m. and 
the boys at 8 p.m. 

The third annual Reedville Fish-
ermen’s Fair is February 7 and 8 
at Northumberland Middle School 
in Claraville.

Speakers will discuss a vari ety 
of topics related to fi shing in 
and around the Chesapeake Bay. 
Vendors will offer fi shing tackle 
and accessories. Demon strations 
include fl y tying and fl y casting. 

Food and children’s activities will 
be available. 

Proceeds benefi t the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum.

Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday and 8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Sunday. Single day adult 
admission is $10; a two-day pass 
is $15. Youth admis sion for ages 
12 to17 is $5 per day. Children 

under 12 accom panied by an adult
will be ad mitted free. 

Participants may attend as many
programs as they wish. Seating
opens 15 minutes prior to the start
of each program and is fi rst-come,
fi rst serve. A half-hour break
between programs will allow par-
ticipants to visit vendors, demon-
stration areas and food service.

Fisherman’s fair is this weekend

Varsity boys basketball
W&L 71, Lancaster 64
JV boys basketball 
James Monroe 40, Lancaster 
31
Lancaster 33, W&L 24 
Varsity girls basketball
 Washington & Lee 69,  Lan-
caster 32
JV girls basketball
Lancaster 14, W&L 7
James Monroe 43, Lancaster 
11

—Upcoming—
Varsity basketball
(Girls games begin at 6 
p.m., boys games immediately 
follow)
February 6:
Rappahannock at Lancaster  
Northumberland at W&L
February 10: 
W&L at Essex
James Monroe at Lancaster
Northumberland at Rappahan-
nock
February 12:
W&L at Colonial Beach

Essex at Northumberland
JV basketball
(Girls games begin at 6 
p.m., boys games immediately 
follow)
February 6:
Lancaster at Rappahannock
W&L at Northumberland
February 10:
Essex at W&L
Lancaster at James Monroe
Rappahannock at Northumber-
land
February 12:
Northumberland at Essex
Wrestling
February 5:
Essex and Lancaster at 
Northumberland Triangular (6 
p.m.)
February 7:
Northumberland at George 
Ma son Dual Tournament (10 
a.m.)

February 9:
Middlesex and Sussex at 
Northumberland Triangular (6 
p.m.)

Scoreboard

THE RECORD

SPORTS ONLINE www.rrecord.com

The Rappahannock Pistol
and Rifle Club Inc. will host
a National Rifle Association
(NRA) First Steps Pistol Ori-
entation Course on February
18.

Local NRA certified
in structors will teach the basics
of safe gun handling and fire-
arms familiarization to those
interested in learning safe gun
handling.

“Local residents have
ex pressed a strong desire for
a firearm safety course in the
community,” said chief
in structor Larry Taylor. “If
re sponses continue to grow, we
will offer more such courses.”

The three-hour course will
cover safe and proper methods
of handling firearms, includ-
ing information on gun parts,
safety, cleaning and storage.

To register, call Taylor at
435-2143.

RPRC to host
NRA course
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HELP FOR THE 
INTIMACY-

CHALLENGED.
Our new flower shop can

help you express your emotions.

438-9999 ◆ Next to Trick Dog

WHETHER 
YOU’RE IN LUST 

OR IN LOVE,
YOU’RE IN LUCK.

Our new flower shop has the 
perfect Valentine’s arrangement.

438-9999 ◆ Next to Trick Dog

6404 George Washington Memorial Hwy. 
www.kenhoutzchevrolet.com•VA DLR 804-693-2300

*DEAL RETAINS REBATES, TAX, TITLE, LICENSE & $199 PROCESSING FEE EXTRA. VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. EXPIRES 2/16/04

Right Here In Gloucester!

NEW ‘04 BUICK CENTURY

2 TO CHOOSE

$17,904
*

‘03 BUICK LESABRE
Stk. # B4585$19,904*

“THE 

SPIRIT OF

AMERICAN

STYLE”

‘04 TAHOE

Stk. #T4772

Starting at$23,904

‘04 TRAILBLAZERS
Stk. #T4786

‘04 SUBURBANS

Stk. #T4753

Starting at

$36,004

Shop Our
Grand

Opening
Event!

ALL NEW ‘04 AVEO

$156**per month**$2500 DOWN, CASH OR TRADE, 72 PAYMENTS OF $156, 3.9%
APR, AMOUNT FINANCED $10,000, FINANCE CHARGE, $1,232.

‘04  SILVERADO EXT. CAB 4x4

Stk. # T4624

$22,999
*

‘  04 SILVERADO WORK TRUCKStk. # T4705$16,704*

Ken Houtz and his staff invite you to the Grand
Opening of the new state-of-the-art sales and

service facility • Sat., Feb. 7 • 11-3
Celebrate with refreshments and great deals!            will be 

broadcasting live from 10-1

Starting at

$31,20
4

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Noreal Bibbens posted 22 

points to lead all scorers and 
help lift the Washington & Lee 
Eagles over Lancaster, 69-32, 
in a Northern Neck varsity girls 
basketball game last Friday. 

Bibbens scored 14 points in 
the third quarter as the visit-
ing Eagles blew the game open 
with a 23-5 run. 

W&L built a 39-14 halftime 
lead, then pulled away even 
more in the third, taking a 
43-point margin into the final 
period. The Eagle shooters 
backed off in the fourth, scor-
ing just five points on a field 
goal by Alex Cline and a trey 
by Laquisha Pierce. 

W&L scored 19 points at the 
line, hitting 68 percent of its 
28 foul shots. Lancaster’s effi-
ciency was just 26 percent; the 
girls missed the target 20 times 
in 27 attempts. 

Ashley Henderson, with 17 
points including nine in the 
fourth quarter, led the strug-
gling Devils, who fell to 2-12 
overall and 0-5 in the district. 

W&L remains in third place 
at 3-2 in the league and 6-8 
overall. Eagles Emily Daiger 

W&L girls double Devils’ score, 69-32

Lancaster’s Erika Taylor gets ahead of a W&L defender on a fast 
break during the second half of last Friday’s varsity game.  

In a low-scoring contest on 
both sides, the JV Lady Devils 
last Friday edged the Washing-
ton & Lee Eagles, 14-7, in 
Montross.

With the win, the Devils 
im proved to 6-5 overall and 
3-1 in the Northern Neck Dis-
trict and remain in the race for 
the top spot. 

Katie Betts and Madison 
Smith scored four points each 
to lead Lancaster, while Rayna 
Randle, Kanesha Jones and 
Tanesha Smith recorded two 
points apiece. 

The Eagles got just one point 
in the first half on a free throw 
by Jalisa Hackett in the open-
ing minutes, but later got a 
four-point effort from Phylicia 
Gar ner. 

Lancaster led 6-1 at the half 
after W&L was held scoreless 
in the second period. 

The Devils travel to Rappa-
hannock on Friday, January 
6. Lancaster has three games 
re maining and a first- or sec-
ond-place finish would put the 
Dev ils in the district champi-
onship game February 20.

Earlier, James Monroe got 
scoring from nine shooters two 
weeks ago to beat the JV Lady 
Devils, 43-11, in Lancaster’s 
first Northern Neck District 
loss. 

Brittany Shephard scored 10 
points, including eight in the 
third quarter when the Yellow 
Jackets increased a 10-point 
lead to 23 with a 15-0 run. 

JM held Lancaster scoreless 
in the middle quarters, with 
10 unanswered points in the 
second period and 15 in the 
third for a 25-0 run. 

Lancaster managed just three 
points in three quarters with 
a field goal by T. Smith and 
a free throw by Jones in the 
fourth pe riod. 

JV Lady Devils in running for top spot

scored 11 points and Alex Mor-
ris had 10. 

The Lady Devils have three 
games remaining, including a 
home contest Friday, February 
9, against Rappahannock, 
before the district playoffs 
begin.

Lancaster will likely finish 
in last place and play the 
third-place team in the open-
ing round of the tournament 
on February 16. Barring any 

major upsets, James Monroe 
and Northumber land should 
finish in the top spots and 
receive first round byes.
W&L ............... 19 22 23 5 -- 68
Lancaster ......... 8 6 5 13 -- 32
W&L -- Daiger 11, Hackett 0, 
Saun ders 3, Cline 4, Shanklin 4, 
Morris 10 Wilson 2, Pierce 5, Byrd 
0, Carroll 4, Bibbens 22, Miles 4. 
Three-point goals: Daiger, Pierce. 
Lancaster -- Taylor 0, Saunders 
0, Henderson 17, B. Smith 0, R. 
Smith 1, Brown 0, Robinson 2, 
Machner 0, Kelley 7, Bradley 5. 
Three-point goals: Henderosn. 

Barbie Miles of Washington & 
Lee applies pressure to Lan-
caster’s Jessica Kelley.

Betts scored eight points to 
lead Lancaster.
James Monroe....8 10 15 12 -- 43
Lancaster............8 0 0 3 -- 11
James Monroe -- Preston 4, Cole 6, 
Booker 8, C. Brown 2, Beahm 7, K. 

Brown 3, Hawkins 2, Shephard 10, 
Jones 1. Three-point goals: K. Brown.
Lancaster -- Landers 0, Betts 8, Wig-
gins 0, M. Smith 0, Randle 0, Bishop 
0, Jones 1, T. Smith 2. Three-point 
goals: Betts.

THE RECORD
ONLINE

www.rrecord.com
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SERVING ALL OF
THE NORTHERN NECK

AND MIDDLE PENINSULA
References upon request.

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Va. Class “A” #022400

Major Additions • Dormers • Decks • Rec Rooms
Kitchens • Baths • Garages • Carports • Screened Porches

Built-In Bookcases & Wall Units

435-0091TOM JENNINGS
White Stone, Va.

Don’t Get Caught in the Dark!
COMMONWEALTH TRAILER SALES

12,000 watts, 50 amps, 20 hp. Honda
motor, electric start, two-wheel dolly kit,

lifting eye, fuel guage.

Get more value for your money!

Winco Since 1927     804-737-2500  •  FAX 804-737-4814
15 Lumber Drive, Sandston, VA 23150

Generators

Model # WL12000HE

Retail Price $3,540.00
FEBRUARY SPECIAL

$2,995.00
5K-12K Watts in Stock Also-call

for pricing
DELIVERY AVAILABLE!!!!

Richmond Camping

RV EXPO

Richmond Raceway Complex
600 E. Laburnum Avenue

See motorhomes, travel
trailers, 5th wheels, park

models, vans, tent campers.
Talk to experts about
insurance, financing,

campgrounds, resorts.

Info: 804-425-6556 or
richmondrvexpo.com

Free Parking

Adults $7; Ages 6 to 16 $2;
Ages 5 and under Free

Fri.  Noon to 9 pm; Sat. 10 am to 8 pm;
Sun. 10 am to 5 pm

20 Dealers

Take a
vacation

every
weekend!

Feb. 13 - 15

1281 Good Luck Rd.
Kilmarnock

ustom
B
C

eatley

abinets
Custom
B
C

eatley

abinets
C • All types

of cabinets
• Custom

Corian Counters
• Laminate and

all woods
• Designing

Available
“Quality is our Business”

435-2709

Murphy Seed Service, Inc.
5005 Cople Highway • Mt. Holly, VA 22524

804-472-2755

Beat the Spring Rush!
Let us service your

lawn equipment now while
prices are low

and lines are short!
Call Ed or visit us at

“6 More Weeks of Winter”

. . . And more
An Appalachian wood or gas
stove is so efficient, it will pay
for itself in electric bill savings.

702 Church Ln.
Tappahannock , Va.
804-445-0026

Hurry!
Supplies Limited

The Choice is Yours!
Wood or Gas Stoves from

Appalachian will keep
you warm all winter!

Choice of 36” or 42”
Gas Fireplaces with cabinet.

Will Heat 2000 Sq. Ft. and more.
99.9% Efficient, with Built in blower.

Starting at Only $1599

The Northern Neck/Middle Pen-
insula Chapter of the Virginia Aero-
nautical Historical Society will meet 
at noon on February 1 at the Pilot 
House in Topping.

The guest speaker is Willard 
Bischoff, treasurer of the Williams-
burg Chapter of the VAHS. He 
will tell his expe riences as a design 
engineer and project manager at 
Grumman Aircraft and Engineering  
Corp.

Bischoff was in the enlisted Navy 
Flight Program, was discharged in 
1945, and earned an associate’s in 
aero nautical engineering from Spar-

tan College in 1947, and a BME 
from New York University in 1958. 
He was with Grumman for 40 years, 
beginning as a structural de sign 
engineer for aircraft con trol surfaces 
including AF-2, F9F-2,3,4,5,6, S-2F 
Series Trackers, and W2F and E2C 
Hawkeye aircraft.

He became a project engi neer 
for Project Echo and then assigned 
as vehicle project engineer “Lunar 
Module,” and engineering manager 
“Lunar Module” for Apollo 12 
through 17, including responsibil-
ity as engineering program manager 
for Apollo 13 rescue.

He entered Grumman’s space 
program as engineering manager of 
the Shuttle Wing Design, and chief 
engineer of Grumman Aerospace 
Corp., and then became vice presi-
dent of engineering.

He retired after serving as vice 
chairman for technology, moving 
to New Hampshire with his wife, 
Carol, and then to Williamsburg. 
Still in tensely interested in avi-
ation, he has built a number of 
scale radio-controlled model air-
planes.

The luncheon meetings are open 
to the public.

Aeronautical history group plans luncheon

Good News
The best news this week is 

the longer days. I can see birds 
eating breakfast at the feeders 
when I get up, and they are still 
there when we are eating dinner 
at night. Many more birds are 
coming now too. Twenty juncos 
found seeds I had scattered on 
the snow and cleared ground, 
but white-throated sparrows are 
still few. Six pairs of cardinals 
came to my feeders at the same 
time, but two friends had small 
hawks sweep in close to them, 
snatch up and steal off with one 
of the showy male redbirds.

Some birds appear to be 
mated already. Four pair of 
bluebirds swarmed in for drinks 
of water at  the heated birdbath, 
and a pair of Carolina wrens 
were attracted to the dabs of 

peanut butter I had smeared on 
the seed feeder. Maybe I was 
imagin ing that the male wren 
was trying to coax his female 
to leave the back step and join 
him, but she coyly waited un til 
he flew away, then she came 
over and enjoyed the treat. 
Later I saw a wren checking 
out a nest left from last year in 
the camellia next to the house, 

but I think nest ing is still a 
long time away.

Four doves came in for the 
squirrels’ corn, a mockingbird 
slipped in for six sips of warm 
water, and a flicker was peck-
ing for worms in the front 
yard.

Bertha Burke had a gull tak-
ing advantage of her offering 
of corn and birdseeds in her 
backyard. When she decided he 
had infringed on her song birds’ 
rights, she shooed him away, 
but he just flew over the roof 
and settled down on the front 
yard for more of her entice-
ments.

Has anyone seen snow geese? 
Where? Am I seeing cedar wax-
wings settling for refuge at 
night into the cedars at Lan-
caster Commons?

Window on Wildlife
by Joyce Fitchett Russell

The Northern Neck Audubon 
Society last week announced 
plans for a bird walk on Mon day, 
February 9.

Wildlife biologist Sandy Spen-
cer of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service will lead a walk through 
Laurel Grove, an old farm on 
Farnham Creek, which is now a 
part of the Rappahan nock River 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

The walk begins at 9 a.m. 
Hikers gather at 8:30 a.m. in the 
parking lot of Grace Episco pal 
Church in Kilmarnock to carpool 
to the site.

For those choosing to drive 
directly to Laurel Grove, take 
Route 3 west from Kilmarnock 
past Chinns Mill Pond. Pass 
Robley and turn left onto Ivon-
dale Creek Road. Go about 1.5 
miles and turn left on Hales Point 
Road. At the fork, bear right onto 
Laurel Grove Road. Pass Moth-
ershead Road on the left and turn 
right into the Lau rel Grove prop-
erty. Meet at the main house on 
the right.

Spencer to lead
NNAS bird walk
at Laurel Grove

The seventh annual Great Back-
yard Bird Count (GBBC) will take 
place February 13 through 16.

A project of the National Audu-
bon Society and the Cor nell Lab 
of Ornithology, the GBBC receives 
support from Wild Birds Unlimited 
storeown ers and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Project.

The Northern Neck Audubon 
Society (NNAS) urges area bird 
enthusiasts to take part in this 
event.

The GBBC was developed to 
help monitor the abundance and dis-
tribution of birds in late win ter, help-
ing researchers to spot trends before 
situations become critical. Whether 
they spend a few minutes or sev-
eral hours counting birds, GBBC 
partici pants will help determine the 
status of birds continent-wide.

Last winter, participants across 
North America counted more than 
four million birds of 572 different 
species.

The event documented re gional 
declines of the American crow that 

may be the result of West Nile 
Virus.

Other species showed in creases 
during the 2003 count. Participants 
in the eastern United States counted 
more dark-eyed juncos than they 
had since 2000, possibly due to the 
snowstorm that hit the eastern sea-
board during the weekend of the 
count, driving birds to feed ers in 
higher numbers. The same snow-
storm apparently held early migrants 
like the red-winged blackbird, east-
ern mead owlark, and American 
woodcock farther south, compared 
to pre vious years.

Participation requires a basic 
knowledge of bird identifi cation.  
Complete instructions can be found 
at www.birdsource.org/gbbc.

Participants need to keep track of 
the highest number of indi viduals of 
each species observed on any one 
day at any one ob servation point 
and submit the results online.

Those without internet access 
who wish to particpate may call Joy 
Bolger 453-4466.

Birds to be counted

■ Rockets rescheduled
The Harlem Rockets basket-

ball exhibition at Lancaster High 
School has been resched uled to 
February 16. The fund-raiser ben-
efi tting the LHS band was post-
poned due to weather.

The comedy basketball team 
from New York will take on the 
Lancaster County Teacher All-
Stars in a 7 p.m. game. Ad vance 
tickets are $6 at LHS, Lancaster 
Middle School and Davenport 
and Co. in White Stone. Tickets 
at the door are $7. 

Sports
Shorts

The Lancaster County Little 
League is seeking a president 
and vice president. 

President Randy Reeves is 
re signing after three years of ser-
vice, leaving the position vacant 
with just one month remaining 
before registration begins. 

“We need to fi nd someone to 
take the job and fi nd a vice pres-
ident if we’re going to have a 
little league,” said Reeves. 

There will be a public meet ing 
Tuesday, February 10, at 7:30 
p.m at the Hayden Build ing at 
Dream Fields near Kil marnock 
to accept nominations. 

“If you’re interested in the job 
or want to nominate someone, 
please come,” Reeves urged. 

Registrations and tryouts for 
little league teams from tee-ball 
to junior league are usually held 
in early March, with the season 
starting in mid-April. 

Little League
chief resigns

 

Reedville Fishermen's Fair
Saturday, Feb. 7, 2004: 8:30 am - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 8, 2004: 8:30 am - 3:00 p.m.

Northumberland Middle School

Route 360, Heathsville, VA

Daily Admission: $8 in advance 

and $10 at the gate

Two-Day Admission: $12 in advance 

and $15 at the gate;  $5 for ages 12-17; 

children under 12 free with adult

Now in its 3rd year, the Reedville Fishermen's Fair has expanded to

a two-day event and now features: speakers discussing a variety of top-

ics related to fishing in and around the Chesapeake Bay; vendors selling the latest tackle

and fishing accessories; demonstration areas on fly tying and fly casting; food service and

children's activities.

All proceeds to benefit the Reedville Fishermen's Museum.
For information and to order advance tickets by check or credit card, call the

museum 

at 804-453-6529 or visit our website at www.rfmuseum.org. 
A few vendor spaces also remain, please contact the museum for additional information.

Sponsored in part by

over 30 
vendors!

FISHING
DEMONSTRATIONS

FOOD

Children’s
Activities!

FISHING
SEMINARS

JIM’S
GYM

52 S. Main St.

Kilmarnock

436-0202 • 435-4074

Closest Marina to the Bay !

Boat Slips
          • Covered
                   • Uncovered

Call Now
before boating

season starts!
804-580-7292

Ingram Bay Marina

        Limited number
             Available

Ladies League
Cap’n Red’s Seafood won two games 

against Yeatman’s Forklift when Alma 
George rolled a 322 set with games of 
102 and 121. Emma Robertson bowled 
a 302 set with games of 104 and 117. 
Millie Faulkner had games of 103 and 
107. For Yeatman’s  Forklift, Gladys 
Sisson bowled a 320 set with games of 
111 and 121. Sis Ransone rolled a 302 
set with a game of 110. Clara Yeatman 
had a 108 game and Corinne Beau-
champ a 111 game.

Northern Neck Surgical Services won 
two games against The Lively Oaks Girls 
when Beverly Benson bowled a 391 set 
with games of 118, 127 and 146. Terry 
Stillman had a 322 set with games of 
100, 105 and 117. Betty Steffey rolled 
a 320 set with games of 106 and 120. 
For The Lively Oaks Girls, Lynn Gordon 
bowled a 347 with games of 102, 108 
and 137. Nancy Carter rolled a 314 set 
with games of 109 and 115. Dottie Sites 
had a 104 game. Patsy Headley bowled 

Mixed League
The Untouchables fi nished in fi rst 

place at the end of the fi rst half of the 
bowling sea son. In the fi rst week of 
the second half, they won three games 
against All in Fun. For the Untouch-
ables, Garnett Harris bowled a 366 set. 
Kenny Kent had a 361 set. Albert Fisher 
rolled a 128 game. Pat Harris had a 115 
game and Brenda Fisher a 104 game. 
For All in Fun, Elsie Henderson and 
Marie Piccard each had a 307 set and 
Millie Dawson bowled a 94 game.

Pin Busters won two games against 
Woodie’s Angels when JoAnn Paulette 
bowled a 346 set. Linda Lake had a 
343 set. Archie Lake rolled a 323 set 
and Cathy Savalina had a 307 set. For 
Woodie’s Angels, Theresa Davis bowled 
a 145 game in a 379 set. Betty Steffey 
and Woodie Evans had 313 sets and 
Beverly Benson bowled a 303 set.

The Thunder Hammers won two 
games from Put to Gathers when Joe 
Carlson bowled a 316 set. Elsie Rose 
had a 105 game and Harry Donavan a 
102 game. For the Put to Gathers, John 
Forrester bowled a 342 set. Nick O’Bier 
rolled a 321 set and Danielle Savalina 
had a game of 100.

High game: Woodie Evans and John 
Forrester, 158; Beverly Benson, 154; 
Kenny Kent, 151; JoAnn Paulette, 149; 
Theresa Davis, 146.

High set: Beverly Benson, 405; John 
Forrester, 392; Theresa Davis, 379; 
Woodie Evans, 374; Garnett Harris, 
370.

High average: Theresa Davis, John 
Forrester and Woodie Evans, 112; Gar-
nett Harris and Kenny Kent, 111; Archie 
Lake, 110; Linda Lake and Betty Steffey, 
108.

Standings
 W L
Untouchables 3 0
Pin Busters 2 1
Thunder Hammers 2 1
Woodie’s Angels 1 2
Put to Gathers 1 2
All in Fun 0 3

Bowling Results
a 101 game and Becky Thrift had a 104 
game.

J. C. Marsh won two games against 
Young Country when Sandra Evans 
rolled a 375 set with games of 110, 131 
and 134. Marie Piccard rolled a 374 set 
with games of 104, 126 and 144. Greta 
Walker had a 100 game and Vivian Cal-
laway a 108 game. For Young Country, 
Theresa Davis bowled a 395 set with 
games of 118, 136 and 141. JoAnne 
Paulette rolled a 354 set with games of 
117, 117 and 120. Linda Lake had a 300 
set with games of 115 and Cathy Sava-
lina rolled a 100 game.

R. P. Waller won two games against 
Callis Seafood when Ola Nash bowled 
a 301 set with games of 100 and 105. 
Claudette Hames bowled a 100 game. 
Rosalie Ruminski rolled a game of 108 
and Dee Atkins had a 107 game. For 
Callis, Lillian Potter bowled a 318 set 
with games of 102, 103 and 113. Mary 
Savalina had a 314 set with games of 
108 and 109. Gayle Conrad rolled a 313 
set with games of 102 and 121. Donna 
Thomas bowled a 302 set with a game 
of 112.

High average: Lynn Gordon and The-
resa Davis 112; Donna Thomas and Bev 
Benson, 110.

High set: Cathy Savalina, 399; The-
resa Davis, 395; Bev Benson, 391.

This ends the fi rst half of the bowling 
season.

Standings
 W L
Young Country 32 19
N.N. Surgical 29 22
Lively Oaks Girls 29 22
J. C. Marsh 26 25
Yeatman’s Forklift 25 26
Cap’n Red’s Seafood 25 26
Callis Seafood 21 30
R. P. Waller 16 35

Men’s League
On January 29, H&W Painting won 

three games and lost one against 
Evans Bowling Center. For H&W, Wayne 
Candry had the high set of the week of 
404 with games of 151 and 158. Clay 
Gill bowled a 119 game in a 323 set. 
Bill Hendershot rolled a 112 game. For 

Evans, Woodie Evans had the high set 
of 343 with a 130 game. Bunks Mitchell 
bowled a 117 game in a 326 set. Wilson 
Evans rolled a 121 game.

The Oak’s Restaurant won three 
games and lost one against D&L Marine 
Construction. For The Oak’s, Lee Gill 
had the high set of 400 with games 
of 161 and 134. Louis Coates bowled 
games of 127 and 137 in a 365 set. John 
Hollowell rolled a 125 game in a 354 set. 
For D&L, Steve Hinson had the high set 
of 346 with games of 117 and 118. Lacy 
Rose bowled games of 132 and 121 on 
a 333 set. Gary Hodges rolled a 128 
game.

Cap’t John’s won three games and 
lost one against Lenny’s Auto Repair. 
For Cap’t John’s, Joe HInson had the 
high set of 322 with a 127 game. Herbert 
Hammock bowled a 116 game. For Len-
ny’s, Steve Edwards had the high set 
of 318 with a 128 game. Chuck Morris 
bowled a 134 game. Curly Lewis rolled a 
123 game.

High game: Lee Gill, 161; Wayne 
Candry, 158; Lacy Rose, 148; John For-
rester, 147; Bill Hendershot, 138; Louis 
Coates, 137.

High set: Lacy Rose, 408; Wayne 
Candry, 404; Lee Gill, 400; Woodie 
Evans, 367; Louis Coates, 365.

High team game: The Oaks, 512; 
Evans, 504; H&W, 484; Lenny’s, 478; 
D&L, 475; Cap’t John’s, 439.

High team set: The Oak’s, 1,456; 
Evans, 1,399; D&L, 1,364; H&W, 1,355; 
Lenny’s, 1,326; Cap’t John’s, 1,264.

High team game: The Oaks, 512; 
Evans, 504; H&W, 484; Lenny’s, 478; 
D&L, 475; Cap’t John’s, 439.

High average: Wayne Candry, 124; 
Lee Gill, 117; Woodie Evans, Curly Lewis 
and Jim Coates, 112.

Standings
 W L
The Oaks Restaurant 10 2
Evan’s Bowling Center 7 5
D&L Marine Const. 7 5
H&W Painting 4 8
Lenny’s Auto Repair 4 8
Cap’t John’s 4 8

For the most

complete sports

coverage in

Lancaster and

Northumberland

Counties,

follow the

Rappahannock
Record

Kilmarnock, VA
804-435-1701

www.rrecord.com
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WICOMICO CHURCH, VA

RIP-RAP
& ARMOR STONE

INSTALLATION

Road Building
Lot Clearing
Stone • Mulch

GLENN LESTER CO., INC.GLENN LESTER CO., INC.

FREE ESTIMATES
Call (804) 580-2020 •  Toll Free 1 (888) 827-4400

“Locally Owned Business for over 30 years”

Top Soil Top Soil Top Soil

• Screened topsoil at a fair price
• Discounts for large quantities
• Highest quality guaranteed
• Delivered to your site or grading  

available

(804) 776-9037 
or 

815-6343

Financing Available!

“Learn More and Price 
Buildings Online at:” 
LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

Your local Lester rep:
Tom White @ 804-399-2581
Richmond, VA
800-826-4439

Taking Reliability to the Extreme
Since 1947

B U I L D I N G
BLITZ•ZARD

SALE

*6% to 9% material discount depending on building type. Delivery by
5/28/04 required. See Lester rep or lesterbuildings.com for details.

Suburban-Hobby | Ag Utility | Commercial | Livestock | Equestrian

Now through January 31,
2004, take up to 9% off
almost* every high-quality,
best value Lester building! 

JANUARY
UP 
TO 9%
DISCOUNT

PHOENIX TECHNICAL
GROUP, INC.

Concerned about your underground fuel tank?
Either home heating or a farm fuel tank.

Call us for a Tank Leak Test
after all, it’s free
(804) 435-7111

Serving Rural Counties in Central Virginia

CONSTRUCTION
NICE

William Meyer 703-851-8855

3887 Old Buckingham Rd., Suite 3, Powhatan, VA 23139

Larry Nice 804-598-6237
(cell) 804-337-2587

CHESAPEAKE MINI STORAGECHESAPEAKE MINI STORAGECHESAPEAKE MINI STORAGECHESAPEAKE MINI STORAGECHESAPEAKE MINI STORAGE

NEW STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLENEW STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLENEW STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLENEW STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLENEW STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE
804-453-5002

2 Miles West of Reedville

Has Expanded

HOW WOULD YOUR HOME LOOK
with a NatureScapewith a NatureScapewith a NatureScapewith a NatureScapewith a NatureScape™™™™™Patio Room?Patio Room?Patio Room?Patio Room?Patio Room?

We can show you! Using a photo of your home, we’ll produce a
computer image showing how a custom-built PGT™NatureScape™
Patio Room can give you added living space while blending beauti-
fully with your home. Call for a free demonstration and estimate.

NORTHERN NECK ENCLOSURES
A Division of W.R. Whaley Contracting, Inc.

804-435-6487
www.baywaves.com/sunrooms AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR FOR:

Manufacturers of Standard & Custom Glass Windows

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Timberframe, Inc.Timberframe, Inc.Timberframe, Inc.Timberframe, Inc.Timberframe, Inc.
Quality Post & Beam

&
Custom Homes

804-761-1578

Designed by
Samuel C. Nuckols, Architect

Plains supply is lime stabilized. 
She said other sources such as 
the City of Richmond produce 
digested treated biosolids, which 
enables Recyc Systems to offer 
farmers a range of material to 
suit their soil needs. She said 
small towns with their own 
sewage treatment plants, includ-
ing Kilmarnock, also provide 
Recyc Systems with biosolid 
material.
Hazardous material

The potential health hazards 
of biosolid application were also 
addressed by Swanson.

He said he has been involved 
with the land application of bio-
solids for 28 years and no Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
statistic exists to show that a bio-
solid application has caused ill-
ness in humans.

However, he acknowledged 
that trace amounts of hazardous 
materials such as arsenic, cop per, 
mercury and lead could be come 
hazardous in 500 to 700 years at 
sites. He also acknowl edged that 
the human liver is a bio-accumu-
lator that is ad versely affected by 
toxins.

“That’s why the health 
de partment is involved and that’s 
why we have standards,” Swan-
son said.

He emphasized that the biosol-
ids are not considered haz ardous 
when applied to a site.

“If you don’t have enough 
quantity to be a hazardous mate-
rial, then it’s not a hazardous 
material,” Swanson said.

Trumbo said the percentage of 
trace heavy metal elements in 
biosolids is less than those found 
in a daily vitamin sup plement 
like Centrum.

“The trace elements in the bio-
solids are much the same or simi-
lar to what’s already in the soil,” 
said Trumbo.
Monitoring

Swanson said the health 
de partment routinely reviews 
analyses provided by biosolids 
applicators on the 15th day of the 
month following an applica tion. 
He said sludge generators that 
produce more than one mil lion 

county sites where biosolids 
ap plication permits are pending. 
She said the buffer distances on 
two properties were increased for 
hydro-geological factors.

Recyc Systems vice-president 
Susan Trumbo said the com pany 
accommodates requests when 
possible.

“We try to work with health 
departments when they make rec-
ommendations,” Trumbo said.

She also said the company is 
fl exible about its schedule for 
biosolids application.

Northumberland County 
As sociation for Progressive Stew-
ardship advocate Mike Harwood 
suggested that a two-week no tice 
be issued before an ap plica tion 
begins. He said elderly per sons 
with health issues who live near 
the area may wish to temporarily 
relocate due to the aerosol effect 
of spreading the biosolids.

He  asked how residents near a 
site would be notifi ed before an 
application begins.

Trumbo said three-foot by 
three-foot signs will be posted 
at the entrance of a farm in the 
days preceding an application. 
The signs include phone num bers 
for Recyc Systems and the health 
departments.

“If the people encourage the 
county to do other signage, then 
the county can do that,” Trumbo 
said.

On behalf of the Lancaster 
Environmental Watchdog Asso-
ciation LLC, Gordon Dudley 
re quested by letter that the county 
administration be notifi ed if fi eld 
storage of biosolids is planned. 
He also requested that the noti-
fi cation include truck routes and 
arrival times, like the notifi cation 
process for land ap plications, “so 
that we may be prepared in case 
of accidents like the truck turn 
over in West moreland County 
last week.”

The letter states “...we have 
very little specialized and heavy 
equipment in the area and may 
need to be prepared to access 
emergency help from areas as far 

tons also are required to provide 
a monthly analysis of treated bio-
solids. 

He said the testing of pH lev-
els also serves as an indicator test 
for most viruses in the way fecal 
coliform testing of well water is 
a gauge for water pollu tion, said 
Swanson.

Trumbo said Recyc Systems 
has three or four monitors pre-
sent during applications to en sure 
coverage and compliance with 
state regulations that in clude buf-
fers 200 feet from houses, 100 
feet from drainfi elds and water 
wells, 50 feet from streams, 
18-inches above the season-high 
water table, and 18-inches above 
bedrock.

“They’re probably going to 
do more than a county monitor 
does,” Trumbo said.

Lancaster’s ordinance provides 
for a monitor to sample the bio-
solids before, during and after 
application for testing. State pro-
visions allow a reimburse ment to 
the county for hiring the services 
of a biosolids moni tor.

“We will reimburse the county 
at a rate of $16 per hour,” said 
Swanson.

The biosolids generator and 
contractor would pay $2.50 per 
dry ton for testing and the county 
could also receive free training 
for a monitor to attend nutrient 
management classes through the 
Virginia Depart ment of Conser-
vation and Recreation, he said.

However, the state health 
de partment has not established 
any qualifi cations for monitors.

“The state hasn’t really gotten 
too involved in the qualifi ca tions 
of the monitor, but has re ally left 
that up to the county,” said Swan-
son.

Trumbo said Recyc Systems 
will start biosolids applications 
in Lancaster County about two 
weeks after the state health 
de partment issues permits. Cur-
rently, four applications cover ing 
543 acres have been received by 
the health department. 

Swanson said the permits could 
be expected to be issued in from 
15 to 45 days.

away as Richmond.”
His letter also requested that 

the county be advised of the treat-
ment plant where specifi c loads 
of biosolids originate so that the 
group can check the Environ-
mental Protection Agency regis-
ter of toxic chemi cals.

Another issue addressed during 
the meeting was liability for the 
potential health effects of bio-
solid applications. Swanson said 
the biosolids generator and the 
company that applies it must be 
insured by fi rms that meet state 
approval.

“My understanding of our lia-
bility policy is that if we do 
something and there’s an effect 
today, tomorrow, or in the fu ture, 
that could be tied (to it),” Trumbo 
said.

Another issue surfaced about 
Recyc System’s application to 
spread biosolids on parcels cur-
rently zoned for residential use 
that are part of or adjacent to the 
farms.

Planning director Jack Larson 
said the residential property 
should be eliminated from the 
application.

“Our ordinance specifi cally 
states it (biosolids) can only go 
on property zoned A-1 (limited 
agricultural use) or A-2 (general 
agricultural use),” said Larson.

Trumbo did not agree with the 
residential zoning restriction.

“I guess my attorney will have 
a different opinion than your 
attorney,” Trumbo said.

The issue of Chesapeake Bay 
impact was also briefl y ad dressed. 
Bay Act jurisdiction for local 
issues is maintained by the Ches-
apeake Bay Local Assis tance 
Department, which was not rep-
resented at the meeting.

However, Swanson said the 
biosolids have a high organic 
nitrogen content but are not high 
in nitrate pollutants. He also 
said biosolids have a high phos-
phorous content. Both phospho-
rous and nitrogen are targeted by 
the Chesapeake Bay Program for 
nutrient reduction.

Ferry briefi ng
is cancelled

WARSAW—The Fast Ferry 
Coalition and Northern Neck 
Tourism Council have cancelled 
a scheduled meeting today (Feb-
ruary 5) at the Northern Neck 
Regional Vocational Cen ter.

The decision to cancel was 
made last Wednesday due to a 
lack of interest, said tourism 
council director Patty Long.

The session was planned to 
provide information on the pro-
posed mid-bay ferry to local busi-
ness interests.

Make sure you
exercise your brain 

Sometimes, it seems that I 
am pretty forgetful. I can never 
remember our anniversary or my 
children’s birth dates. And when 
asked my age, I usually have to 
fi gure from the year I was born. 

I sometimes forget meetings 
and I’m notoriously bad about 
keeping appointments with my 
hairdresser. 

Occasionally, I forget to de liver 
telephone messages to family 
members. 

Having confessed my forget-
fulness, I defy anyone to accuse 
me of having “senior mo ments.” 
Many of my worst memory slips 
happened decades ago. 

In 1955, a year after our mar-
riage, my husband refused to tell 
me one more time which day 
in March was his birthday and 
which day in November was our 
anniversary. 

We were in graduate school at 
the time, so I went to the dean of 
student’s offi ce to fi nd out. 

And when it comes to forget-
ting meetings or appointments, 
my most embarrassing moment 
was in the summer of 1972. 

As president of the PTA, I had 
planned an executive meet ing in 
my home. All fi ve peo ple came 
as scheduled. 

Unfortunately, I had forgotten 
the meeting, so I greeted them 
in my housecoat. Because it had 
been a hot August night, the chil-
dren had chosen to sleep on the 
living room fl oor near the air con-
ditioner. And their beds hadn’t 
been picked up. 

There was no coffee made. 
Worst of all, I had not planned 
the agenda. 

Now, whenever I hear friends 
joking about senior moments, I 
remind myself of these long-ago 
experiences of forgetfulness. 

The truth is that most of us this 
side of 60 are as sharp as ever. 

Dr. Paul Takahashi from the 
Mayo Clinic, an expert on cog-
nitive decline, says, “We all lose 
a little bit of memory over time. 
But years of experience of ten 
make up for the little bit of mental 

This Side of 60
by Marie Snider

sharpness we’ve lost.” 
Takahashi recommends sev eral 

steps to sharpen your brain. 
Exercise your mind. Play 

Scrabble or chess, do crossword 
puzzles, learn a foreign lan guage. 
Get involved in some thing that 
keeps your brain busy every day. 

Exercise your body. Exercis-
ing improves blood fl ow to the 
brain. If you exercise, says Taka-
hashi, “you’ll be more awake, 
more alert and quicker on the 
mental draw.” 

Eat plenty of fresh fruits and 
vegetables and be sure to drink 
eight glasses of water every day. 
Dehydration can leave you feel-
ing tired, making it hard to con-
centrate. 

Develop a system of re minders. 
Write things down and make lists. 
Put your keys in the same spot 
every time you come home. Con-
sciously remember where you 
parked the car at the grocery 
store. 

Have a positive attitude. Says 
Takahashi, “Happiness makes 
you more alert - and when you’re 
alert, your senses are more open 
to receiving informa tion.” 

Make lots of friends. 
Re searchers have found that 
main taining close ties with family 
and friends seems to improve 
older people’s mental perfor-
mance. 

Most important of all, don’t 
let the ageists convince you that 
your memory is failing. 

And always remember there 
were times when you were in 
your 30s and 40s that you poured 
orange juice on your ce real and 
locked your keys in the car. 

Copyright 2004 Marie Snider 
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Chesapeake Bay 
Builders, Inc.

Class A * 35 years experience
and Helen Edwards - owner/agent

“Reel - Sail” Properties
17355 General Puller Hwy. • Deltaville

776-8494 • 815-3333 • 800-480-4988
email: punky2@crosslink.net

Mathews -Coves of Queens Creek 1938 
Restored  “country living” home with a pier.  

Easy access to Bay. Includes Additional 
approved building lot  Perfect for family or 

friends... $299,000.

Deltaville “Lucy’s Cove” – Moore’s Creek,  
2002 Custom 1800 sq. ft., Cathedral 

Ceilings & Cherry Cabinetry, Community 
pier on deep water....... A wonderful place to 

come ‘home’ to...$229,000.

Deltaville– Charming near village 
remodeled 3 bedroom 1 1/2  bath home. 2 
+ acres - 1600 S.F.  New siding, fi nished 
hardwood fl oors, carpet, freshly painted. 
One car garage & workshop $179,000

Mathews- “Sail Cove” - Waterfront 
Cedar Lodge 3-Bedrooms 2 1/2 Baths, 

New Carpet & freshly painted. 1700 S.F. 
Screened porch.  $459,000

Mathews Waterfront – 1.06 Acres, pier on good boating depth. Homesite 
cleared & perk approved for 3 bedroom conven. system.   $125,000

Mathews Waterfront – cleared 1.2 acres perk approved for 3 bedroom. Conven. 
system. Pier permit in hand.     $99,000

LOTS

Airman visits
Senior Airman Gabriel Fear-
ing, the son of Jack and Sherri 
Fearing, will return home to 
Kilmarnock for a short visit 
this week after a six-month 
tour of duty in Afghanistan. 
He is a U.S. Air Force weather 
forecaster detached to the U.S. 
Army at Fort Wainwright in 
Fair banks, Ala. Meanwhile, a 
U. S. fl ag, fl own over Afghan-
istan during a special opera-
tions mission in 2003, held the 
place of honor at the Kilmar-
nock and District Pipe Band 
Burn’s Dinner last Saturday. 

Senior Airman
Gabriel Fearing
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problem,” said Holmes. “It is not 
that the hospital wanted to shut 
this down. The board has known 
for years and years this is an area 
we have subsidized.” 

The state Medicaid program 
pays the hospital an average of 
$1,900 per delivery, despite an 
average delivery cost to the hos-
pital of $3,500. The resulting 
shortfall in the maternity 
de partment has been covered 
by shifting funds from other 
de partments, said Holmes. 

For this reason, Rappahan nock 
OB/GYN is gaining sup port from 
a number of legisla tors, includ-
ing Delegate Albert C. Pollard Jr., 
who introduced a budget amend-
ment to increase the state Medic-
aid reimburse ment. 

Seven members of the 
Rap pahannock OB/GYN staff, 
in cluding nurses and offi ce per-
sonnel, met with Del. Pollard, 
Sen. John Chichester and Del. 
Har vey Morgan at the state cap-
itol last week for Motherhood 
and Apple Pie Day, an obstetrics 
awareness campaign. 

“We made a big stink about 
this whole issue and how little we 
get paid by Medicaid,” said Rap-
pahannock OB/GYN offi ce man-
ager Kelly Kellum. “I think we 
got their attention.”

Several local women will also 
be addressing the General 
As sembly this week, relaying sto-
ries of their complicated deliver-
ies and the need for nearby, 
of ten-immediate obstetric care. 

Dr. Hamilton will gather with 
hundreds of doctors expected to 
march in Richmond today (Febru-
ary 4) during “White-coat Day” to 
demonstrate support for changes 
in Virginia’s medical malpractice 
laws. Bills are being considered 
by the General As sembly now 
which would limit damages for 
pain and suffering to $250,000 
from the current limit of $1.7 
million. 

Dr. Hamilton believes his plight 
is far from over and has been in 
touch with Al Gross, Virginia’s 
insurance commis sioner, as well 
as legislators. Only six companies 
in the state offer standard mal-
practice insur ance, down from 20 
just a few years ago. 

Dr. Hamilton is also holding 
out hope that his offi ce can fi nd a 
solution through Central Vir ginia 
Community Health Cen ters, a 
state non-profi t organiza tion that 
is federally funded and designed 
for practices precisely like his. 

With eight sites across the state, 
including one obstetric clinic in 
Farmville, the centers are insured 
by the federal gov ernment and 
funded through grants. They also 
offer educa tional and nutritional 
programs for patients. 

“In exchange we promise to 

in person by absentee ballot is 
open until February 7. All absen-
tee applications must be returned 
no later than today, February 5.

In Lancaster, voters in Dis trict 
1 vote at the rescue squad build-
ing in Lively. Judges are chief 
William Louis Lee,  Roberta 
Lewis, Catherine Shel ton and 
Edna Bush.

District 2 votes at Trinity Epis-
copal Church in Lancaster. Judges 
are chief Mary Moody, Gazelle 
Aytes, Betty Flemming, Eliza-
beth Park and Dave Peter son.

District 3, precinct 1, votes 
at the fi rehouse in White Stone. 
Judges are chief Katherine Chase, 
Margaret Schwall, Jean Luttrell, 
Robert Gauthier and Mildred 
Roberson.

District 3, precinct 2, votes 
at Grace Espicopal Church in 
Kilmarnock. Judges are chief 
Deborah Saunders,  Dorothy 
Pagano, Cyrus Revere and Mil-
dred Robbins.

District 4 votes at the rescue 
squad in Kilmarnock. Judges are 
chief Dean Loudy, Laura Waddy, 
Carrie Carter, Mildred Loudy and 
Virginia Cann.

District 5 votes at Irvington 
Baptist Church. Judges are chief 
Kathy Juron, Rhonda Kerr, Mary-
beth Sisson, Susan Hay don and 
Richard Sisson.

Absentee voters cast their bal-
lots at the voter registrar’s offi ce 
in Lancaster. Judges are chief 
Evelyn Cheatham, Joyce Pittman 
and Margaret Rice.

In Northumberland, District 
1 votes at the firehouse in 
Callao. Judges are chief Flor-
ence Char lie, Jean Vanland-
ingham, Mary Little, Eleanor 
Holden, Richard Sellman and 
Susan Sellman.

District 2 votes at St. Ste-
phens Episcopal Church in 
Heathsville. Judges are chief 
Bobby Albrite, Irene Burns, 
Marlene Jackson, Lucille Hig-
gins, Sally Conley, Susan 
Stubbs and James Webber.

District 3, precinct A, votes 
at the public library in Heaths-
ville. Judges are chief Ron 
Miller, Richard Culp and Mary 
Curry.

District 3, precinct B, votes 
at Mt. Olive Baptist Church 
near Wicomico Church. Judges 
are chief Stacey Norris, Step-
toe Curry, Shirley Ritch, Flo-
rine Rice, Ilva Madej, Joseph 
Madej and Andrena Seawood. 

District 4 votes at Wicomico 
Parish Church in Wicomico 
Church. Judges are chief Sylvia 
Anstine, Susan Lindsey, Pau-
letta Dillard and Linda Small.

District 5 votes at the fire-
house in Reedville. Judges are 
chief Linda Jamison, Terry 
Burt, Karen Hudnall, Judith 
Burgess and George Palmer.

by Robb Hoff
PITMANS CORNER—The 

Lancaster school board and board 
of supervisors convened in a 
rare joint session last week to 
ex change ideas on the school 
bud get for 2004-05.

“The one thing I hear from the 
community is a desire for the 
Lancaster County school board 
and the Lancaster County super-
visors to have a better rela-
tionship,” school board chair man 
William Smith said.

Supervisors’ chairman Patrick 
Frere noted the importance of 
greater cooperation among the 
two bodies for an improved 
school budget process.

“This is something that is the 
largest part of the county budget 
that the board of supervisors has 
to deal with,” Frere said.

Now in its preliminary stage, 

The town councils for White 
Stone, Kilmarnock and Irving ton 
will meet this week.

The White Stone planning com-
mission and council will hold 
public hearings tonight (Febru-
ary 5) at 572 Chesapeake Drive. 
The hearings address a re quest to 
rezone the White Stone Church 
of the Nazarene at 419 Rappah-
annock Drive from gen eral res-
idential to commercial use. The 
rezoning is requested by owners 
of the Three Sisters Antiques 
store, who plan to buy the prop-
erty.

The commission hearing be gins 
at 6 p.m. and a recommen dation 
will then be forwarded to the 
council, which holds its hearing 
at 7 p.m.

The Kilmarnock council will 
meet at 7 p.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 9, at 514 North Main Street. 
On the agenda is the se lection 
of an engineering fi rm for the 
town’s $2.7-million Main Street 
enhancement pro ject.

The Irvington council will hold 
public hearings on three separate 
requests for conditional use per-
mits on Thursday, February 12, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. at 235 
Steamboat Road.

Light House Towing has 
ap plied to operate an auto repair 
and towing service business at 
4525 Irvington Road. Leah B. 
Makris has applied to operate a 
barbershop as a home occupa tion 
at residentially zoned prop erty at 
128 Steamboat Road. Candy and 
William Howard have applied to 
construct an in ground swimming 
pool at 84 Rowe’s Point Road.

The Irvington board of zoning 
appeals will conduct a public 
hearing at 7 p.m. on Wednes day, 
February 11, at the town offi ce 
to consider a home con struction 
variance requested by Thomas H. 
Richardson. The variance would 
allow an en croachment of the 
front setback at the corner of 
King Carter Drive and Railway 
Road.

School board, supervisors discuss 2004-05 school bud get
Prior to the joint session, the school board 

voted 5-0 to reduce its own pay from $6,000 per 
member to $3,000 per member, which will save 
$15,000.

the school budget is set for pub-
lic hearing by the school board 
on March 15. County supervi sors 
will address it in April. 

Although a budget total was 
not proposed, an expected teacher 
salary increase that could push 
it above this year’s $12 million 
school operating budget was dis-
cussed.

Smith projected an additional 
$785,000 for base teacher salary 
increases and increased contribu-
tions for teacher retirement and 
group life insurance.

“I’m looking for the school 
division to be competitive with 
surrounding counties,” Smith 
said. “And I’ll rephrase that to 
say competitive counties be cause 
we lost some teachers to those 
counties due to teacher salaries.”

Smith said the largest share of 
teacher turnover in Lancaster has 
resulted in teachers leaving to 
teach in Essex and Northumber-
land counties.

Part of the turnover in Lan-
caster was attributed to the freez-
ing of teacher payscale increases 
for the past four years.

“We have teachers who have 
been here six years now and 
they’re still making what a fi rst-
year teacher is making,” said 
school board member Nancy 
Carter.

Despite the payscale freeze 
based on teaching experience, 
teachers have been provided with 
base salary increases. Last year’s 
increase was listed by the school 
board at 2.25 percent, less than the 
3.06-percent bottom-line in crease 
appropriated by the su pervisors. 

County administrator William 
H. Pennell Jr. said the supervi-
sors’ approach in recent years has 
been to appropriate a cost-of-liv-
ing increase to the bottom-line 
appropriation by the county for 
the school budget from one year 
to the next.

However, school superinten-
dent Dr. Randolph Latimore said 
variable costs incurred annually 
by the school division can amount 
to less of a teacher pay raise than 
the overall percentage increase 
appropriated by the county.

“If all things stay equal then it 
could very well be that a 3 per-
cent raise could be realized,” Lat-

imore said.
Supervisor F.W. “Butch” Jen-

kins encouraged the school board 
members to obtain a copy of 
the 2002 Virginia Depart ment of 
Education report that compares 
the funding of public schools by 
localities. He said those reports 
over the past years have shown 
that Lancaster County is consis-
tently within the top 10 of about 
100 locali ties in terms of local 
dollars ap propriated per student.

“The only county from 
Hanover to Virginia Beach 
through Northumberland that 
came close to us was Prince Wil-
liam in that funding,” Jenk ins 
said.

He also noted the county 
dropped to about 20th in total 
funding among county schools 
because of a lower proportion 
of state funding. He said the 
com posite index used to deter-
mine basic state aid for schools is 
skewered against counties with a 

higher retired population and per 
capita income.

He also noted that the super-
visors have a “moral and legal 
obligation” to represent taxpay-
ers, not children directly.

Latimore said he doesn’t know 
yet how much state rev enue will 
be refl ected in the school budget, 
but he expects $25,000 to $30,000 
less than the current year based 
on the composite index.

Pennell indicated a substantial 
increase in property values fol-
lowing the 2004 countywide 
re assessment will further decrease 
state revenues based upon the 
composite index. He said the 
impact of the reassessment should 
be better known by the fi rst week 
of March.

“We’ll know the value of real 

estate in Lancaster County at that
time,” Pennell said. “We’ll be
close.”

School board member Donald
McCann III requested that Lati-
more obtain the county budgets
from Northumberland and Essex
counties for a comparison of lo cal
funding for those schools. 

The school board will hold its
next budget work session at 6
p.m. on February 10. 

Prior to the joint session, the
school board voted 5-0 to reduce
its own pay from $6,000 per
member to $3,000 per member,
which will save $15,000.

The supervisors met briefl y
after the joint session and
ap pointed William I. Barrack Jr.
to the county board of equaliza-
tion for reassessment disputes.

Towns set
hearings,
meetings

treat everyone that comes in that 
door, but that’s something we do 
anyway,” he said. 

“They haven’t said yes to us 
and have not made us an offer, but 
they have indicated that they are 
interested,” Dr. Hamilton added. 

The hospital board is also 
aware of the center, said Holmes, 
but was told prior to last week’s 
meeting that federal funding for 
the program is not available. The 
board also unsuc cessfully tried to 
solicit obste tricians in the Rich-
mond area to deliver locally. 

The hospital still hopes to of fer 
prenatal care through a visit ing 
obstetrician. Expectant mothers 
could receive prenatal care locally 
but still have to drive to Rich-
mond, Williams burg or wherever 
the group may be located for 
delivery. 

“I see all types of things, 
ter rible things, happening,” if 
de liveries at RGH are no longer 
offered, said Dr. Hamilton. 

“For many reasons the women 
who are at the highest risk are the 
ones who don’t have the means 
or the transportation to go any-
where else,” he said. 

Dr.  Hamilton fears that 
ex pectant mothers will be 
deliver ing at RGH’s emergency 
room, a fact with which Holmes 
agrees. 

Plans are currently under way 
to train the ER staff in delivery. 
Expectant mothers cannot legally 
be turned away; babies will be 
delivered and when both mother 
and child are stable they will 
be transported to another facility 
with a maternity ward. 

“Five or six times a year 
things happen to women that 
require medical intervention or 
the mother or baby will die,” 
said Dr. Hamilton. 

One in 20 babies are breech, 
he said. 

“What happens when a woman 
comes in six centime ters dilated 
and the baby is breech, or when 
a woman comes in four centime-
ters dilated who presents with 
meconium-stained amniotic fl uid 
and high blood pressure? Then 
what? These are not hypotheti-
cals, they happen,” Dr. Hamil-
ton said. 

Rappahannock OB/GYN has 
stopped accepting new obstetric 
patients and current patients are 
being referred to other offi ces. 
Dr. Hamilton is unsure whether 
the offi ce will remain open for 
the gynecological practice. 

A public meeting has been 
scheduled tomorrow (February 
6) at 6 p.m. in the auditorium at 
Lancaster Middle School to dis-
cuss the obstetric unit’s closing 
and the fallout.

“My hope is that this is far 
from over,” said Dr. Hamilton.

by Robb Hoff
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Volunteer fi re departments in Lan-

caster County recently re ceived a $92,007 federal grant.
Senators George Allen and John Warner announced last 

week the grant was awarded by the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security and administered by the Federal Emergency 
Man agement Agency division of the U.S. Fire Administration. 
Na tionwide, more than 8,100 fi re departments have received 
$651 million in grants for fi refi ghter operations and safety.

Locally, the grant was awarded to the Kilmarnock Vol unteer 
Fire Department but will be used to benefi t all three county 
volunteer departments that individually applied for the funding, 
including Upper Lan caster and White Stone.

“We all applied for that grant, but Kilmarnock just happened 
to pull it off,” said Kilmarnock chief Ed Davis.

The funding will provide three new radio signal repeater 
units at mounted sites to improve the ability of fi re department 
per sonnel to communicate during emergencies, said Davis. 
With the upgrade, fi re department per sonnel will be able to 
better communicate from truck to truck, truck to fi rehouse and 
in dividually by handheld radios.

The award was part of the lastest round of funding by 
the U.S. Congress through the 2003 Assistance to Firefi ghters 
Grant program. The 31st round of funding provided 216 grants 
nationwide totaling $18 mil lion.

County fi refi ghters 
receive federal grant ���������	
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Since 1939 • Main & Augusta Streets, Kilmarnock
804-435-1111 • 1-800-535-0084Instant Credit

FREE DELIVERY
Knowledgeable

Sales Counselors

Keep Warm - Be Cool

www.noblett.com

      APPLIANCE, PROPANE & OIL Free
 PopcornRegister For

Prizes

Lane
Cedar Chest

Reg. $369 k-day $269

Flexsteel Wing
Chair & Ottoman

Reg. $1239 k-day $799

Cresent
Bachelor Chest

Reg. $619 k-day $459

Pulaski
Curio w/Wine Rack

Reg. $699  k-day $499

Cape Craftsman
Wine Cabinet

Reg. $389 k-day $299

FREE
DELIVERY

EVERY
APPLIANCE
ON SALE !

FREE
POPCORN

AND BALLOONS

All GE Appliances over
$399 - Special Financing

12 Months
Same As Cash

Discontinued
Items

Under Cost

GE Advantium Oven
Demonstratons

Friday                       Saturday
Feb. 6                             Feb. 7
2:00 pm                       2:00 pm

ALL
IN-STOCK

TELEVISIONS
DRASTICALLY

REDUCED !

Flexsteel Sofa,
Chair &

Ottoman
Reg. $2089 k-day $1250

Stanley n Stand
Bachelor Chest

Queen Bed
Reg. $1727 k-day $1100

Elete
Leather Chair

Reg. $1259 k-day $899

Delivery must be taken within 14 days on all K-Day Sales
“We Service Everything We Sell”

PURCHASES $399 AND ABOVE

Flexsteel
Beige Recliner Sofa

Reg. $1100 k-day $799

Conover
Wing Chair

Reg. $539 k-day $369

FURNITURE K-DAY SPECIALS

$329

GE Top-Mount
Refrigerator

GTS18EBM

• 17.6 Cu./ Ft. Capacity
No-Frost Refrigerator

Tall bottle storage on door.

ONLY

Spacemaker® Sensor
Microwave Oven

• 1000 watts. Sensor Cooking
Controls.
• 13-1/2’ turntable with On/Off
• Powerful 300 CFM venting
removes smoke and steam.
• Remova ble rack for two level
cooking.
• Cooktop light with night light.
• Scrolling display provides
step-by-step instructions.

           ONLY

24.9 Cu. Ft. Capacity
Dispenser Refrigerator

GSL25JFPBS

• New “Clean Steel” Exterior
• 6 month  water filter
• Tall light-touch dispensor

Front Loading
7-Cycle Dryer

Variable Speed
Frontloader Washer

JVM1650WH

WSXH208A

DSXH43EA

$419$699

$1,099

XL44™ 30” Gas Range

JGBS04PPH

• Easy-to-clean, lift-up porcelain-
  enameled cooktop.
• 2 oven racks, 6 rack positions.
• Solid porcelain-emameled oven
  door with visor door handle.

$329

$399
Everyone

Welcome!

REBATES
UP TO $300

ON SELECT APPLIANCES

N   BLETT
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