
by Reid Pierce Armstrong
Freedom is the open road, no destination, all 

the time in the world and knowing, upon re turn, 
that home is the best place you’ve ever been.

When Hurst Kelley, 28, got laid off from a 
lumber company sales  job last August, he felt 
the call of places yet undiscov ered. 

Unmarried, young and with money in the 
bank, he saw his opportunity to travel across 
America—just him, four wheels, endless miles 
of as phalt, wide open spaces, blue blue 
skies, and an American Au tomobile Association 
member ship card. 

“It is something I always wanted to do,” said 
Kelley, who grew up in Ditchley. “I was go ing 
to do it when I got out of school, but I got a 
job instead.”

The furthest west Kelley pre viously had 
driven was the Ohio-Indiana border. 

He spent weeks inspecting maps, considering 
options and laying out a route. He knew he 
would hit some of the big desti nations—the 
St. Louis Arch, Mount Rushmore, Yellowstone 
National Park, the Seattle Space Needle, the 
Golden Gate Bridge and the Grand Canyon. 
The rest would be random and sponta neous. He 
would stop whenever he got tired of driving.

When he hit the road in his 1993 Honda 
Accord on October 9, after having spent several 
weeks helping clean up from Hurricane Isabel, 
his odometer read 209,000. He took a small 
snow shovel, tools to change his oil, a water-
proof Rand Mc Nally road map, $50 in fast food 

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
IRVINGTON—The Lan-

caster County history book 
committee offi cially 
launched the sale of Lan-
caster County, Virginia, 
Where the River Meets the 
Bay, last Sunday afternoon 
with a book signing and 
dedication party at Rap-
pahannock West-
minster-Canterbury. 

Local resident and histo-
rian Roger Mudd introduced 
the book with humor, entic-
ing the audi ence into a book 
buying frenzy.  

Almost 10 years in the 
mak ing, the book is a cul-

mination of 10,000 hours of 
volunteer work. 

The path to publication 
was, at times, a rocky one, 
Mudd ex plained. 

“We lost our fi rst writer 
fi ve years ago,” said Mudd. 
“We fi red our second writer 
four years ago. We changed 
our publisher three years 
ago, and we missed the 
350th anniversary two years 
ago.”

He said the group even-
tually chose Carolyn Jett 
of Newman’s Neck as the 
author because she is “well 
isolated from the swirling 
forces of Kilmarnock, White 
Stone, Irvington and the 
Trick Dog,” and could, 
there fore, remain neutral and 
unbi ased in choosing which 
stories would make the fi nal 
cut.

Raising money to support 
the research and writing of 
the book was not always 
easy, but Au drey Smith said 
she lucked out on the night 
she went before the Lan-
caster board of supervisors 
to request a loan. 

A large crowd had 
appeared that night for a 
public hearing on a new 
development, and by the 
time Smith was called to 
speak, it was 10 p.m. 

“They were so tired I 
thought they would have 
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Artist  Harriet Cowen and author Carolyn Jett attended to 
a long line of people waiting to have books signed. 

Roger Mudd kept the 
audi ence, and himself, 
laughing throughout his 
speech in troducing the 
new history of Lancaster 
County.

New Lancaster County
history book deserves
‘top shelf’ treatment

KILMARNOCK—In an un precedented joint session Mon day, a 
dozen hospital physicians met with Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal’s board of directors for nearly three hours to discuss the closure 
of the obstetric unit. 

Although few new points were raised at the meeting, ac cording 
to hospital president and chief operating offi cer James Holmes, the 
afternoon meeting included doctors’ concerns for delivering babies 
in the emer gency room. 

The hospital physicians met at 7:30 a.m. Monday to discuss the 
situation before meeting with the board. 

“We all feel the same way about this,” said Holmes. “If we can 
fi nd the light at the end of the tunnel then maybe we can make 
this thing work.”

Jane H. Woods, Virginia’s Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices, and Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr. were scheduled to visit RGH 
Tuesday afternoon for a meeting with Holmes and board chairman 
B.H.B. Hubbard III. 

According to Holmes, Hub bard drafted a letter to Gov. Mark 
R. Warner on December 17 notifying him of “the critical issue at 
hand.”

“It also said we need to make a decision in a short time and asked 
for his input,” said Holmes.

The hospital did not receive a reply from the governor’s offi ce 
until January 28, in a letter which Holmes says was very supportive 
but “basically said I wish you luck.”

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 
KILMARNOCK—As babies 

babbled in the back of the audi-
torium, some 200 concerned cit-
izens were told last week that 
only an eleventh-hour miracle 
will save the Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital obstetrical unit from 
closing on February 29. 

That’s when the malpractice 
insurance of Drs. James Hamil-
ton and Matthew Vogel of Rap-
pahannock OB/GYN Inc. will 
expire. 

The area citizens gathered at 
Lancaster Middle School Friday 
to hear Dr. Hamilton and others 
on a panel explain the events 
leading to the pending closure of 
the Northern Neck’s only mater-
nity ward. 

“We have resolved, after 
ex ploring every opportunity 
avail able to us, that we have 
no other solution,” said Dr. Rich-
ard Carpenter, a pathologist and 
president of the medical staff at 
Rappahannock General Hospi tal, 
where he also serves on the board 
of directors. 

“We’ve now got a society 
de manding a perfect baby. Now, 
can we guarantee that? No we 
can’t,” added Carpenter. “And if 
we don’t have perfect outcomes 
we seek rewards through law-
suits.” 

Drs. Hamilton and Vogel and 
their private practice have been 
involved in four lawsuits during 
a 12-month period, all of which 
stemmed from incidents occur-
ring four to six years ago. The 
national average for such litiga-
tion is 2.5 lawsuits in an obste-
trician’s career. 

Because of those lawsuits, Rap-
pahannock OB/GYN was notifi ed 
last October that its malpractice 
insurance would not be renewed. 

The two doctors sought and 
received a three-month exten-
sion at a cost of $25,000 but the 
ex tension expires February 29, 
when the OB unit will be left 
unattended. 

Rappahannock OB/GYN has 
had hospital privileges for 27 
years at RGH, where some 6,670 
babies have been delivered since 
1977. 

After countless meetings of the 
board, RGH announced last week 
that the facility would close its 
maternity center at the end of the 
month. 

The news left area residents in 
shock. 

Julie Shryock of Hague was 
among about 15 others who spoke 
at the forum. She drives from 
Westmoreland County to Kilmar-
nock, where she had hoped to 
deliver her baby in June. 

Shryock and dozens of other 
expectant mothers will be search-
ing for new obstetricians this 
week as Drs. Hamilton and Vogel 
begin to make referrals to obstet-

Who will deliver our babies? 

Dr. Richard Carpenter Dr. James Hamilton

Rescue efforts continue

Julie Kellum (left) and Ray Funkhouser both spoke at a fo rum 
regarding the future of the Rappahannock General Hospital 
obstetrics unit. Kellum relayed a personal story about her preg-
nancy, telling the public that her baby would not have lived 
had she had to drive an hour or more for an emergency deliv-
ery.

ric facilities in Richmond, Wil-
liamsburg and Fredericks burg. 

Frustrated by a system that’s 
failing his constituents, Del. 
Albert C. Pollard Jr. of Lan caster 
has been working with the hos-

pital and the obstetri cians since 
October in hopes of fi nding a 
solution. 

“What culminates here on 
March 1, 2004, is a failure of the 
system. It’s a failure of the insur-

ance companies. It’s a fail ure of 
the lawyers and a failure of us to 
see some of the signs,” said Del. 
Pollard. “It’s sad to be part of a 
system that’s failing a commu-
nity and although I’m not directly 
responsible I still feel that way.” 

The pleas and testimonials got 
more emotional as the evening 
wore on. Susan Frith, a 27-year 
veteran of the RGH nursing staff, 
drew a standing ovation and 
tears from co-work ers and new 
mothers as she de clared that the 
“nurses have made a difference 
in the health care of the Northern 
Neck.” 

Teachers, businessmen, nurses, 
civic organization lead ers and 
rescue personnel all made their 
pleas. Reverend T. Wright Morris 
of Shiloh Baptist Church in Bur-
gess solemnly asked, “What is it 
that we can do to make a differ-
ence?” 

To that Del. Pollard could only 
reply, “Rev. Morris, I wish I 
knew.” 

According to Del. Pollard, 
RGH lost $250,000 last year in 
its obstetrics unit because some 
65 percent of the 270 babies 
de livered there were born to 
moth ers on Medicaid. The state 
Med icaid program pays the hos-
pital $1,900 per delivery despite 
an average cost to the hospital of 
$3,500. 

Phyllis Reynolds, a former 
RGH employee who currently 
works at a local insurance agency, 
questioned the fi nancial losses 
across the board at the hospital. 

“I don’t feel that we’ve gotten 
suffi cient information from the 
hospital,” Reynolds said. “To just 
say ‘we’re losing a quarter of a 
million dollars in this unit’ is not 
enough. What I want to know 
is how much are you los ing on 
med-surg (the medical-surgical 
ward) and other units?” 

The question went unan-
swered. 

However, RGH president 
James M. Holmes said last week 
that the continued fi nan cial loss 
was compounded by Rappahan-
nock OB/GYN’s in surance crisis, 
leaving the hos pital board with 
no other choice but to close the 
facility. The board passed a reso-
lution to that effect January 28. 

“I shed tears at the board table 
when we made the decision,” 
said Alice Blackstone, one of two 
women on the board of di rectors. 
“The money issue was not the 
deciding factor. It was the small-
est factor. 

“This is constantly on my mind 
and in my heart,” Black stone 
added. “I’m praying about it and 
I’m still praying for a miracle.” 

One option that Drs. Hamil ton 
and Vogel are still investi gating is 
Central Virginia Health Centers, 
a state agency that is federally 

by Robb Hoff
KILMARNOCK—By a unan-

imous 6-0 vote, the Kilmarnock 
town council last week agreed 
to provide 80,000 to 100,000 
gal lons per day (gpd) of water 
ser vice and waste treatment for 
a proposed 400-unit multi-fam-
ily dwelling development at the 
Golden Eagle Golf Course.

“This is going to be a sus tained 
project we envision for the next 
seven to 10 years,” said Tides Inn 
general manager Larry McAfee, 
who spoke on behalf of the New 
Tides LLC, which owns the Tides 
Inn and the Golden Eagle.

The favorable vote followed an 
in-depth analysis of the town’s 
capacity for waste water treat-
ment as well as its water supply. 

Vice mayor Mike Christopher 
said the capacity of the town’s 
sewage treatment plant is 500,000 
gpd, more than enough to accom-
modate the projected needs for 
the Golden Eagle at full develop-
ment. He said the plant averaged 
194,000 gpd of treated wastewa-
ter last year.

“The cost of running that 
500,000 gallons per day waste-
water plant at 40 percent (of its 
capacity) is not good business,” 
Christopher said.

He noted the daily volume 
of treated wastewater has been 

New Tides may tap
town water and sewer

re duced during the past few years
due to efforts to stop groundwa-
ter infi ltration into compro mised
sewage pipes that have since
been repaired or replaced. He
said 45 percent more sewage was
treated than water pumped from
the town’s wells fi ve years ago
but that ratio had been re duced to
2.6 percent last year. 

Continued efforts to repair and
replace faulty lines should help
the town reach a position “where
we’re actually treating less water
than we’re selling, which is what
we should be do ing,” he added.

Christopher said the town has
been forced to subsidize its wa ter
and sewer services beyond reve-
nues received for them to the tune
of an estimated $484,000 last
year. He projected that the fees
related to an in crease of 50,000
gpd would lower the town subsidy
by $100,000 and 100,000 gpd
would drop it another $165,000
to about a $223,000 subsidy.

He said, “370,000 gallons per
day is the point where we would
not be subsidizing our wastewa-
ter treatment plant any more.”

Without the additional fees
that would result from a higher
volume of water supply and
wastewater treatment, the rates
for the services to town resi dents

“My witness is the empty sky.” -Jack Kerouac

Hurst Kelley stands at the south rim of the Grand Canyon, one of many roadside attrac-
tions along his 3-week journey covering 9,800 miles. 

Road trip:
Tagging along with Hurst Kelley
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Kerry wins
Democratic
primary
in Virginia 

(continued on page A12)

AT THE POLLS—Results from 
Tuesday’s Democratic primary in 
Virginia held few surprises.

Sen. John Kerry of Mas-
sachusetts started on the pole and, 
according to Virginia State Board 
of elections unoffi cial re sults, set 
the pace with 202,248 votes, or 
51.50 percent.

Sen. John Edwards of North 
Carolina posted a strong second-
place fi nish with 104,392 votes, 
or 26.58 percent. Retired Gen. 
Wesley Clark of Arkansas had 
36,332, or 9.25 percent; Gov. 
Howard Dean of Vermont had 
27,454, or 6.99 percent; Rev. 
Al Sharpton of New York had 
12,774, or 3.25 per cent; Rep. 
Dennis Kucinich of Ohio had 
5,028, or 1.28 percent; Sen. Joseph 
I. Lieberman of Con necticut had 
2,853, or .73 per cent; Lyndon 
H. LaRouche Jr. of Virginia had 
1,029, or .26 percent; and Sen. 
Richard A. Gephardt of Missouri 
had 578, or .15 percent.

Locally, Kerry led the pack as 
well, collecting 471, or 51.03 per-
cent, in Lancaster County and 489, 
or 53.33 percent in Northumber-
land.

Also in Lancaster, Edwards had 
244, or 26.44 percent; Dean had 
75, or 8.13 percent; Clark had 73, 
or 7.91 percent; Sharp ton had 28, 
or 3.03 percent; Kucinich had 17, 
or 1.84 per cent; Lieberman had 
12, or 1.30 percent; Gephardt had 
2, or .22 percent; and LaRouche 
had 1, or .11 percent.

Also in Northumberland, 
Ed wards had 261, or 28.46 per-
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SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Sponsored by the

Kilmarnock United Methodist Men

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
5 to 8 P.M.

Delicious Desserts on Sale
By the Methodist Women

Carryout available
Adults:  $7.00 • Children (13/under)  $4.00

Kilmarnock United Methodist Church
East Church Street

ESSEX 5 CINEMAS
located on Route 17 in the Essex Square Shopping Center,

Tappahannock • Movie Hotline: 804-445-1166
ADULTS: $6.00 CHILDREN 11 AND UNDER: $4.00

SENIORS 62 AND OLDER: $4.00
ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6:00 ARE $4.00 FOR EVERYONE

* NO PASSES OR COUPONS

SAT. 2/14
BARBERSHOP 2 (PG13)
2:45,5:05,7:30, 9:45
CATCH THAT KID (PG)
3:15,5:15,7:15, 9:20
YOU GOT SERVED (PG13)
3:10,5:20,7:35, 9:50
50 FIRST DATES (PG13)
2:30,4:45,7:20,9:40
ALONG CAME POLLY (PG13)
3:00,5:00,7:10, 9:30

MON.-THUR. 2/16-2/19
BARBERSHOP 2 (PG13)
7:30
CATCH THAT KID (PG)
7:20
YOU GOT SERVED (PG13)
7:35
50 FIRST DATES (PG13)
7:25
ALONG CAME POLLY (PG13)
7:15

FRI 2/13
BARBERSHOP 2 (PG13)
7:30, 9:45
CATCH THAT KID (PG)
7:15, 9:20
YOU GOT SERVED (PG13)
7:35, 9:50
50 FIRST DATES (PG13)
7:20,9:40
ALONG CAME POLLY (PG13)
7:10, 9:30

SUN. 2/15
BARBERSHOP 2 (PG13)
2:45,5:05,7:30
CATCH THAT KID (PG)
3:15,5:15,7:15
YOU GOT SERVED (PG13)
3:10,5:20,7:35
50 FIRST DATES (PG13)
2:30,4:45,7:20
ALONG CAME POLLY (PG13)
3:00,5:00,7:10

CALL 301-593-2460 FOR GROUP SALES ON
 “THE Passions” of the Christ OPENING FEB. 25

Tuesday, February 24 • 5-7 pm
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Fleeton, VA

Pancake Supper

Donations
Welcomed

Sponsored by

the St. Mary’s

Men

ALEXANDER’S:
Full service dining-Lunch & Dinner.
Char-grilled steaks, seafood, salad
bar.  Sunday brunch 11-3, closed
Tues., Wireless internet access.
Power Point capability available for
meetings.  555 North Main St.,
Kilmarnock. Take-out available. 804-
435-3100.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
BAY BREEZE DELI:
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Breakfast all day!  Open late. Daily
specials.  Mon. - Sat. -  6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sun.- 6 a.m.- 4 p.m. Lancaster Square,
Kilmarnock. 435-7796.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
DIXIE DELI:
Family owned and operated (forever!)
Serving lunch 5 days a week, Mon-
Fri., 10:30-3:00, Subs, soup, our fa-
mous potato & chicken salad and
sandwiches, 50 Irvington Rd.,
Kilmarnock 435-6745.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
ECKHARD'S:
German and other fine foods. Open
7 days. Mon. - Sat., 4:30 - 9 p.m.,
Sunday 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Reser-
vations suggested. 804-758-4060.
Topping, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
LEE'S RESTAURANT:
Hometown cooking and atmosphere
in a popular downtown Kilmarnock
tradition. Full menu, local seafood in
season. (B,L,D) Main St., Kilmarnock.
435-1255.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
PIPER’S PUB & TEA ROOM:
The finest in Celtic cuisine served in
a comfortable pub styled atmosphere
in downtown Kilmarnock. Open Tues-
days through Saturdays. Lunch 11:30
to 2:30, Dinner 5 to 9. 37 N. Main St.,
Kilmarnock. 804-435-7178.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
RIVER CROSSING:
Fine dining in casual elegance with
spectacular sunsets overlooking the
Rappahannock at the bridge. Special-
izing in seafood, steaks and pasta.
Weekdays 5-9 p.m. Closed Tues-
days. Lounge open 4 pm-till. Week-
end entertainment. 888-309-9644,
White Stone (D) 436-8439
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dining Guide
TRADITIONAL

DINING
SANDPIPER RESTAURANT:
Est. 1982. Casual relaxed dining with
friendly service. Featuring nightly spe-
cials, charbroiled steaks and fresh sea-
food dishes. Full menu. (D) Route 3
White Stone. 435-6176.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
SANDPIPER REEF RESTAURANT
4 Star Dining on the Piankatank
Friendly, local atmosphere. Fresh sea-
food, prime beef. Thurs-Sat. 5-9. Sun
11:30-2. Special Parties-Off Nights
Reservations accepted. Off Rt. 198 in
Mathews County. (D). 725-3331.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S GUILD &
CAFÉ LOTTÉ : Great BBQ Ribs
chicken, homemade salad, delicious
desserts & more. Serving lunch  Mon.-
Thurs. 11-3, Lunch and dinner Fri. -
Sat. 11-8. Closed Sundays. 529-5938
Lottsburg, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE STEAMBOAT RESTAURANT:
Enjoy casual dining while overlooking the
beautiful Piankatank River Golf Club. We
offer a traditional lunch menu, gourme
and traditional evening menus and Sun-
day Brunch selections. Open Tues.-Sat.
11:00 am - 2:30 pm, Thurs., Fri. & Sat
evenings 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm, and Sun-
day Brunch 10:30 am - 2:00 pm. Ban-
quets, functions and group outings also
available. Call 776-6589 (Reservations
suggested). Located off Rt. 33 at 629
Hartfield, Va.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
TOBY'S:
Casual dining, fresh seafood, steaks
chops & pasta.  Open 7 days at 3 pm
(D) 804-776-6913.  Deltaville, just of
Rt. 33.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
WILLABY’S:
Comfortable casual atmosphere. Fea-
turing daily chef's specials, gourme
burgers & delectable desserts. Eat in
or carry out available. Monday-Satur-
day 11-3. Items available for take home
until 4:00. White Stone. (L) 435-0044.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

TRADITIONAL
DINING
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PANCAKE SUPPER
Tuesday, February 24th

5 - 7 p.m.
By Donation
Trinity Episcopal
Church
Rt. 3 in Lancaster

Pilot House
����������	
����������	
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

at

Young Country Band
Dinner 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Prime rib with all the trimmings plus dessert

Dancing 8:30 p.m. – midnight

Rt. 3, Topping • 758-2262 • Open  7 a.m. • 7 Days • All Meals 
Motel open all year, free 

local calls & cable.
All ABC Permits

Private parties up to 300 persons!!! 
Wedding receptions, retirement 
dinners and more! We do it all!!

★★
donk’s

Valentine
Sweethearts Show

Sat. February 14, 8:00 p.m.

BARBER SHOP2 (PG13)
Fri. (4:00) 6:00, 8:00
Sat. (2:00, 4:00), 6:00, 8:00 Sun. (2:00, 4:00) 6:00
Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs.  (4:45), 6:45

(804) 693-2770
(804) 693-7766HILLSIDE CIN E MA

7321 J. CLAYTON HIGHWAY, GLOUCESTER, VA.• SCHEDULE FOR 02/13–02/19

Visit us at www.hillsidecinema.com or www.hc22.com for show times. 
To print money-saving coupon click on certifi cate then free stuff icon.

Students ,  Senior  C i t izen & Act ive  Mi l i tary  $3.50 for  a l l  shows
Chi ldren under 2yrs.  (any show) FREE/Chi ldren 2 to16yrs.  (any show) $3.50

**Shows in  parentheses  (  )  a l l  seats  $3.50/Adul t s  a l l  shows on & af ter  6pm $5.50**

Admission, Medium Drink and Medium Popcorn are all for  $6.00Monday - Ladies Special

50 FIRST DATES (PG 13) 
Fri. (4:15) 6:15, 8:15
Sat. (2:15, 4:15) 6:15,8:15 Sun. (2:15, 4:15), 6:15  
Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. (5:00), 7:00

RENOVATION SALE
Last Three Days

10% OFF EVERYTHING

STUDIO GALLERY
RAPPAHANNOCK ART LEAGUE

19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock
Hours: 10 till 4, Tuesday–Saturday

(804) 436-9309

Renovate your romance with a Valentine from

��������	�	�
�	�����
��������

��������������������������������������������������
��������
♥ ♥ ♥

������ �!������ �!

♥ ♥ ♥

���!������!���
♥ ♥ ♥

�����!������!�
♥ ♥ ♥

���"#�
�$�����$%���&�����$�"��'�
��"(�
%�	��
����""��)�	(���$%�$%��
��������	�������'�
%�
*�%���
%�	�����

�	������$%�+"�,������
�-

./0�"�	�$��"#�

1 2 0 ��  	 ,  �  � ��� - � 3 �� 	4 � � � � � 3 � 5 / 6 78 9 8 9

43 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA804-436-0011

Vitamins & Minerals for the entire family
Sports Nutrition & Weight Loss Products
Wide variety of Herbal & Medicinal Teas

Gift Certificates

Drink Penta® water for
amazing health benefits!

February
12 Thursday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Rappa han-
nock Westminster-Canterbury.
The Wetlands Board for Lan-
caster County meets at 9:30 
a.m. at the courthouse in Lan-
caster.
The Board of Supervisors for 
Northumberland County  meets 
at 2 p.m. at the court house 
in Heathsville. Public hearings 
begin at 7 p.m.
The Irvington Town Council 
meets at 7:30 p.m. at the town 
offi ce.
The Interfaith Service Council 
meets at 7:30 p.m. at Wicomico 
Episcopal Church in Wicomico 
Church.
The Upper Lancaster Ruri tan 
Club meets at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Ruritan Center in Lively.
American Legion Post 117 
meets at 7:30 p.m. at the post 
home in Reedville.
A Spaghetti Dinner will be 
served by the Kilmarnock United 
Methodist Men from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church on Church Street. $7 
adults, $4 children.
The Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Club serv-
ing the Northern Neck and Es sex 
meets at Lowery’s Restau rant in 
Tappahannock. The board meet-
ing begins at 5 p.m., general 
meeting at 6 p.m. and dinner at 
6:30 p.m.
Irv Marlar will review Middle-
town, America: One Town’s Pas-
sage from Trauma to Hope 
at Books and Conversation at 
Rappahannock Westinster-Can-
terbury. Social time begins at 
10:30 a.m., the review at 11 a.m.

13 Friday
Narcotics Anonymous meets at 
8 p.m. in Charterhouse in Kilmar-
nock. 580-4400.
Bingo is played at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Cen ter in 
Lively at 7:30 p.m.
Dave Long is featured on the 
piano from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
Bam bery’s Restaurant in Heaths-
ville. For dinner reserva tions, call 
580-8181.
A Variety Show to benefi t the 
Children’s Miracle Network will 
be held at 6 p.m. at the Lan-
caster Middle School The ater in 
Kilmarnock. The show is spon-
sored by the Lancaster High 
School Key club. Tickets avail-
able at LHS; $4 adults, $3 stu-
dents.

14 Saturday
Valentines’s Day
The Computer Users Group 
meets at 10 a.m. at Lancaster 
Community Library in Kilmar-
nock.
Apple Seeds, a Macintosh 
Users Group, meets at 10:30 
a.m. at Rappahannock West-
minster-Canterbury.

14 Saturday
A Self Help Group for those hard 
of hearing meets at 10 a.m. at 
Riverside Walter Reed Hospi tal in 
Gloucester. 758-3923.
The Rappahannock Decoy 
Carvers and Collectors Guild 
Show will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Rappahannock Com-
munity College in Warsaw.
Valentines, Champagne and 
Chocolate are offered at Ingle-
side Plantation Vineyards at Oak 
Grove from 1 to 4 p.m. $15.  Res-
ervations requested, 224-8687.
Bill and Pam Gurley are featured 
at  Piper’s Pub in Kil marnock at 7 
p.m.  Dinner reser va tions rec om-
mended. 435-7178.
The Knights of Columbus will 
serve a spaghetti dinner at De 
Sales Hall in Kilmarnock from 4 
to 7:30 p.m. $7.50 adults, $3.50 
children.
A Teen Dance begins at 7 p.m. 
at Dream Fields near Kilmarnock. 
$5. Proceeds benefi t the Dancing 
Divas.

15 Sunday
The Widowed Persons Service 
for Lancaster and Northumber-
land counties holds its lunch 
brunch at Kentucky Fried 
Chicken in Kilmarnock immedi-
ately fol low ing church services.

16 Monday
The Board of Directors for the 
Lancaster County Depart ment of 
Social Services meets at 4:30 
p.m. at the offi ce in Lan caster.
The Rappahannock Toastmas-
ters meets at 7 p.m. at Rappah-
annock West minster-Canterbury. 
435-7585.
The Historical Society for Lan-
caster County meets at 7 p.m. at 
the G.C. Dawson admin istrative 
offi ce in Kilmarnock. 435-6232.
The Northumberland Home-
makers meets at 11 a.m. at 
St. Stephen’ Episcopal Church in 
Heathsville. 580-8613.
Flotilla 3-10 of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary meets at 7:30 
p.m. at the Callao fi rehouse. 
472-4387 or 472-4521.
George Washington’s Birthday 
Party will be cele brated at 
the Geroge Washing ton National 
Birthplace. Ginger bread and 
cider will be served at the log 
house. 224-1732

17 Tuesday
Narcotics Anonymous meets 
at 7 p.m. at Charterhouse in 
Kilmarnock.
“Surfi n’ the Net,” a com puter 
workshop for middle and high 
school students, is held from 3 to 
5 p.m. at Northumber land Public 
Library in Heathsville. 580-5051.
The Kilmarnock & District Pipe 
Band rehearses at 7:15 p.m. at 
Campbell Memorial Presby terian 
Church in Weems. 462-7125.
Adams Post 86 of the Ameri can 
Legion and the legion auxil iary 
meets at 7 p.m. at the post 
home on Waverly Avenue in Kil-
marnock. 435-1588.

17 Tuesday
A Conservation Sympo sium, 
sponsored by the Garden Club of 
the Northern Neck, be gins at 10 
a.m. at Rappahan nock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury near Irvington.
A Bridge Discussion Group 
meets at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Wom an’s Club of Lancaster. 
$3. No reservation neces sary. 
462-0742.
Duplicate Bridge begins at 
1 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of Lancaster. ACBL-sanctioned 
game. Membership not neces-
sary. 472-0742.
The Economic Develop ment 
Commission for Northumber-
land County  meets at the court-
house in Heathsville at 7:30 p.m. 

18 Wednesday
The Kiwanis Club meets at 7:30 
a.m. at St. Andrews Pres byte rian 
Church in Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for Kil marnock, 
Irvington and White Stone meets 
at 12:30 p.m. at Rappa hannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.
The Northern Neck Bay Tones  
meets at 3 p.m. at St. Andrews 
Presby te rian Church in Kilmar-
nock. 438-5127.
A Grief Support Group meets 
at 4 p.m. at the White Stone 
United Methodist Church. 
435-7585.
Piper’s Pub in Kilmarnock hosts 
an acoustic jam session open 
to all musicians, beginning at 7 
p.m.  For dinner reserva tions, call 
435-7178.
Sandwich Bridge begins at 
noon at the Woman’s Club of 
Lancaster. Call 462-0742 for res-
ervations.
Fans and Flirting is the fo cus 
of the Northern Neck Chap ter of 
the American Antique Arts Asso-
ciation. The meeting be gins at 
10 a.m. at the Northum berland 
County Public Library with a 
social and the program is at 
10:30 a.m. 580-8702.
The Lancaster County Chapter 
of the UDC meets at 1:30 p.m. at 
the northside branch of the Bank 
of Lan caster.

19 Thursday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Rappa han-
nock Westminster-Canterbury.
Bingo is played at the Ameri can 
Legion Post 86 on Waverly 
Avenue in Kil marnock at 7 p.m.
The Planning Commission for 
Lancaster County meets at 7 
p.m. at the courthouse in Lan-
caster.
The Planning Commission for 
Northumberland County  meets 
at 7 p.m. at the court house in 
Heathsville.
The Rappatomac Writers meets 
from 2 to 4 p.m. in the Chinn 
House at Rappahannock Com-
munity College in Warsaw. 
The Breast Cancer Sup port 
Group meets from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Warsaw Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall. 333-0005, 
580-7039 or 462-7517.
Dupli cate Bridge will be played 
at 1 p.m. at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone. Men as 
well as women, and newcomers, 
are in vited. No reser vations are 
needed. 435-2755.

19 Thursday
The Potomac River Fish eries 
Commission meets at 2 p.m. at 
PRFC headquarters in Colonial 
Beach.
Frank Delano will review Patrick 
O’Brian’s sea novels at Books 
Alive at 11 a.m. at the Northum-
berland County Public Library. 
580-5051.
Native ferns will be dis cussed 
by Wesley Greene at the noon 
meeting of the North ern Neck 
Chapter of the Virginia Native 
Plant Society. The meeting will 
be held at Wicomico Episcopal 
Church Parish in Wicomico 
Church. Bring a lunch. Dessert 
and beverages will be provided.

[Submit calendar items to  
Robert Mason Jr., edi tor]

Ongoing:
Al-Anon Family Group meet-
ings are on Mondays at 7 
p.m. at the Bethany United 
Mehthodist Church Hospitality 
Center; on Tuesdays at 8 p.m. 
at Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church and on Thurs days at 8 
p.m. at Palmer Hall. 435-1935.
AA Meetings are on Mondays 
at noon at Palmer Hall (open); 
on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at Palmer 
Hall (beginners) and at 8 p.m. at 
Palmer Hall (closed); on Thurs-
days at 8 p.m. at De Sales 
Hall (open); on Wednesdays at 
noon at Irvington United Meth-
odist Church (Shady Ladies); on 
Sat urdays at 5 p.m. at Zoar Bap-
tist Church in Deltaville and 8 
p.m. at Irvington United Meth-
odist Church (open); and on 
Sundays at 7:30 p.m. at White 
Stone United Methodist Church 
(open). 435-1935.
The Free Health Clinic for 
uninsured residents of the 
Northern Neck and Middlesex 
County is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. General clinics also are 
held Tuesday and Thurs day eve-
nings; clients must register from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. The offi ce is off 
Harris Drive in Kilmarnock.
A Pilates Class  is held at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church 
in Kilmarnock on Mon days and 
Tuesdays from 7:50 to 8:50 a.m. 
and Thursdays from 9 to 10 
a.m. For fees and registra tion 
information call Renais sance in 
Motion at 529-5949. 
An Immunization Clinic is 
held on Tuesdays by appoint-
ment only  from 9 to 11 
a.m. at the Lan caster County 
Health Department in Lan-
caster. 462-5197.
GED Classes are held at the 
Lancaster Middle School Tech-
nology Center in Kilmarnock 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.; the 
Workforce Enhancement Proj-
ect Center at 8275 Mary Ball 
Road in Lan caster on Tuesdays 
from 9 to 11 a.m.; the Adult 
Learning Center in Heathsville 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 6 to 8 p.m. and Wednes-
days from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.; and the Burgess Work-
force Center in Burgess on 
Thursdays from 6 to 8 p.m. A  
Dis tance Learning Program is 
available. 580-3152.

Get things out from
underfoot with Classifieds
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See the famous Broadway Hit . . .

“THE PRODUCERS”
at Chrysler Hall

Enjoy a day in Norfolk, shop at
MacArthur Mall then enjoy the matinee

Saturday, March 20
Limited seating

Adventure Travel

Washington
   ExcursionZOO Saturday, May 1, 2004

Kilmarnock and Tappahannock pick-ups,
Chartered motor coach, Just $40 per
person, Children 12 & under half price with
a paying adult.

For more info. and/or reservations call:

BREAKFASTBREAKFASTBREAKFASTBREAKFASTBREAKFAST
LUNCHLUNCHLUNCHLUNCHLUNCH
DINNERDINNERDINNERDINNERDINNER

♥  ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥

53 Cralle St., Kilmarnock, VA • 804-436-1100
Formerly McPatty’s, The Galley in the Alley

Hours:Hours:Hours:Hours:Hours: Sunday: 6 am - 9 pm, Monday - Closed
Tuesday thru Thursday: 6 am - 9 pm

Friday & Saturday: 6am - 10 pm
Take out orders also available

Saturday February 14thSaturday February 14thSaturday February 14thSaturday February 14thSaturday February 14th

Special this Valentines Day!Special this Valentines Day!Special this Valentines Day!Special this Valentines Day!Special this Valentines Day!
Share new romantic memoriesShare new romantic memoriesShare new romantic memoriesShare new romantic memoriesShare new romantic memories

with Jae & Debbie in thewith Jae & Debbie in thewith Jae & Debbie in thewith Jae & Debbie in thewith Jae & Debbie in the
heart of Kilmarnock!heart of Kilmarnock!heart of Kilmarnock!heart of Kilmarnock!heart of Kilmarnock!

Accepting Reservations,Accepting Reservations,Accepting Reservations,Accepting Reservations,Accepting Reservations,
but not neccessarybut not neccessarybut not neccessarybut not neccessarybut not neccessary

‘Broiled Seafood Duet’‘Broiled Seafood Duet’‘Broiled Seafood Duet’‘Broiled Seafood Duet’‘Broiled Seafood Duet’
Flounder & Prime Rib for two!Flounder & Prime Rib for two!Flounder & Prime Rib for two!Flounder & Prime Rib for two!Flounder & Prime Rib for two!
Specials include 2 glasses of wine &Specials include 2 glasses of wine &Specials include 2 glasses of wine &Specials include 2 glasses of wine &Specials include 2 glasses of wine &

our special Sweetheart dessertour special Sweetheart dessertour special Sweetheart dessertour special Sweetheart dessertour special Sweetheart dessert

♥♥

♥♥

SINCE 1965

Howard Miller Clock Service Rep.

GRANDFATHER, MANTEL & SHIP CLOCKS
ANTIQUE & NEW

CLOCK REPAIRS

John C. Willis, Clock Maker,
804-776-9900

Eckhard’s
Restaurant

German and International Cuisine
and Our Staff wish everyone a 

Happy Valentine’s Day
Celebrate 
with us on 
Valentine’s 
“weekend”!
Reservations suggested

~Closed Tuesdays~
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. - 4:30pm–9:00pm 

Sun.-11:30am-9:00pm

758-4060      ❤    Rt. 3, Topping

SINCE 1929

RESTAURANT

Champagne & Roses
Dinner for Two

Rt. 33, Deltaville,Va. / (804) 776-9611
www.taylorsrestaurant.com

AFabFeb14th

M E N U
Appetizer -Bacon Wrapped Scallops

Entree-Filet Mignon & Lobster Tail w/ Stuffed Potato & Salad
Dessert - Chocolate Pyramids With Strawberries

Make the14th even more Fabulous!
When you make your dinner reservations,
let us know if you would also like to
order roses. We’ll arrange for six roses
from Wilton Cottage & Garden to be
at your table.

Taylor’s is the place to be February 14th.
We strongly recommend reservations. 

� �

EVERY TUESDAY
All You Can Eat

Steamed
Shrimp

& Hush Puppies
$12.95

6-9 PM Dine In Only

Rt. 33, Deltaville,Va. / (804) 776-9611
www.taylorsrestaurant.com

SINCE 1929

RESTAURANT

The Rappahannock Founda tion 
for the Arts “On Stage” se ries 
continues on Sunday, February 
29, with the Kil marnock debut of 
Ballet Hispan ico.

RFA vice president and pre-
senter’s committee chairman 
Maria Laqueur describes the 
up coming performance as “a 
stun ning and vibrant theatrical 
pro duction that fuses ballet, 
modern and Latin dance rhythms 
into a lyrical and elegant blend of 
dance and theater.”

The program begins at 8 p.m. 
at the Lancaster Middle School 

Theater in Kilmarnock.
Tickets are $22.50 for adults 

and $10 for students. For tickets, 
call 435-0292. Season subscrib-
ers who won’t be using their tick-
ets are reminded to call the box 
offi ce.

Founded in 1970 by artistic 
director Tina Ramirez, Ballet 
Hispanico has been recognized 
around the world as the foremost 
dance interpreter of Hispanic cul-
ture in the United States.

The company has performed 
for over two million people, 
appearing in such venues as 
The John F. Kennedy center, 
Hous ton’s Wortham Center, the 
Au ditorium Theater in Chicago, 
UCLA’s Royce Hall, the 
An nenberg Center in Philadel-
phia, Wolf Trap, Jacob’s Pillow, 
Boston’s Celebrity Series and 
The Joyce Theater.

National television appear-
ances include A&E Breakfast 
with the Arts, CBS Sunday Morn-
ing and NBC’s Hispanics today, 
Latin Access and the 1999 His-
panic Heritage Awards.

In June 1999, the company was 
featured in a birthday gala hon-
oring former President and Mrs. 
Bush. Later that year, they per-
formed in front of 35,000 Mets 
fans at Shea Stadium.

International appearances 
in clude the Zurich Summer Festi-
val in 2001 and a tour of Spain 
in 1998. In 1993, the company 
toured to four countries in South 
America. While in Buenos Aries, 
they were guests at a private 
reception with Pres ident Carlos 
Menem.

Ballet Hispanico represented 
the U.S. at Expo ‘92 in Seville, 
Spain.

Over 70 new works have been 
commissioned by Ramirez for 
ballet Hispanico’s repertory from 
choreographers of interna tional 
stature such as Alberto Alonso, 
Talley Beatty, Graciela Daniele, 
George Faison, Vicente Nebrada, 
Ann Reinking and William Whit-
ener; and for dy namic young art-
ists as Susan Marshall, Ramon 
Oller, David Rousseve and Pedro 
Ruiz.

The Ballet Hispanico School 
provides over 600 young people 
with a curriculum of classical 
ballet, modern and Spanish dance; 
and takes its education program 
on the road through Primeros 
Pasos.

In conjunction with the On 
Stage visit, the company will 
conduct its school program, 
“Rhythms of Latin America” on 
March 1 at 1 p.m. at the middle 
school.

The performances are spon-
sored by the 
Rappahannock Foundation for 
the Arts with assistance from the 
Trick Dog Cafe in Irving ton, the 
Virginia Commission for the Arts 
and the national En dowment for 
the Arts.

Ballet Hispanico is headquar-
tered on Manhattan’s Upper West 
Side in its $2 million fa cility ren-
ovated especially for dance.

The MetLife Foundation is 
the sponsor of Ballet Hispanco’s 
2004 National Tour and Primeros 
Pasos is made possi ble in part by 
a grant from the GE Fund.

The February meeting of the 
Northern Neck Chapter of the 
Virginia Native Plant Society 
will welcome guest speaker 
Wesley Greene, garden histo rian 
for Colonial Willaimsburg, 
speaking on na tive ferns.

A botany graduate of the Uni-
versity of Maine, Wesley owns 
a landscape/nursery business in 
Williamsburg and with his wife, 
Denise, owns Sassafras Farm in 
Hayes.

The meeting begins at noon 
at Wicomico Episcopal Church 
Parish in Wicomico Church 
beginning with a brown bag 
lunch. Beverages and dessert are 
provided.

Assistant vice president The-
resa Ransone of Bank of 
Lancaster will address the Corro-
toman Senior Citizens Tuesday, 
February 17, at 10 a.m. at the 
Ruritan Center in Lively.

The meeting will be hosted 
by Sylvia Haydon, Reba Haynie, 
Alice Lewis, Lillian Potter and 
Thomas Stevens.

Attendees may bring a sand-
wich, a prize and a friend. 
Desserts and beverages will be 
provided and bingo will be 
played.

Upcoming trips include Atlan-
tic City, March 22 to 24; a day trip 
to see “Crazy For You” at West 
End Dinner Theater in Alexan-
dria on May 5 and “The Golden 
Isles of Georgia” May 25-27. 
Call Hazel Ford at 462-7895, or 
Fannie Clingan at 435-1713.

Ballet Hispanico to perform
‘On Stage,’ student programs

The Ballet Hispanico performances February 29 and March 1 in Kilmarnock are spon sored by 
the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts with assistance from the Trick Dog Cafe in Irvington, 
the Virginia Commission for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Restaurant Lunch served :
Monday - Friday
Dinner served :

Tuesday - Saturday
Route 3  • Downtown Lively

462-7050

The Oaks

A Toast
to Love

Treat your Valentine to an
unforgettable evening this

weekend.

Brass Polishing
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g

The Court House Players will 
present the musical dinner the-
ater Pump Boys and Dinettes at 
the Piankatank Ruritan Club on 
Route 198 in Mathews March 
26 through 28.

On March 26 and March 27, 
dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. On 
March 28, dinner begins at 1:30 
p.m. Performances follow. 

Kitty Witty is the director, 
Richie and Cheryl Allen are 
the producers. The cast and 
crew in clude Karyn Haywood 
as Prudie Cupp (vocals and 
percussion); Becky Hogge as 
Rhetta Cupp (vocals and per-
cussion); Walt Stillman as Jim 
(lead guitar, harmonica, and 
vocals); Karl Brubaker as Jack-
son (vocals and rhythm guitar); 
Robert Matter as Eddie (vocals 
and bass gui tar), and Aaron 
Ward as L.M. (vocals and key-
board). 

Hal Brown is assistant direc-
tor, and Ann Hutchenson is 
musical director. Haywood is 
choreographer, and Tracy Putt is 
stage manager. Sherry Hamil ton 
is responsible for set design, and 
bringing her design to life are 

Tom Witty, George Rhodes and 
Kenny Abshire. Paul Aubrey 
will be dressing the set, and 
lighting is being provided by 
John Beckley, Suanne Dittmeier 
and Britney Hay wood.

Tickets must be purchased in 
advance at Gloucester Offi ce 
Supply, 693-4155; Twice Told 
Tales, 693-9209; in Mathews 
at The Medicine Shoppe, 
725-2556; Hollyhock Cottage, 
725-1440; or Mathews Visitor 
and Information Center, 
725-4229; on in Middlesex at 
Coffman Store, 776-7766, or La 
Pa petrie, 758-0046. 

Dinner-theater tickets are $25 
per person. Show only tickets, 
$12,  are also available for the 
March 28 matinee; the show 
starts at 3 p.m.

Court House Players
schedule musical, dinner

Ransone will 
address seniors

To subscribe to the Record,
Call 435-1701, Extension 16.

Native plant 
group to talk 
about ferns

To subscribe to the Record,
Call 435-1701, Extension 16.
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Subscribe to the Record!
Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

P. O. Box 400 • Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

For papers mailed to addresses in Lancaster,
Northumberland, Richmond,

Westmoreland and Middlesex Counties:

❑ $20.00 per year     ❑ $15.00 per 6 months

For papers mailed to other areas:

❑ $28.00 per year    ❑ $22.00 per 6 months

❑ $20.00 student

❑ Payment enclosed     New ❑  Renewed ❑

Name:__________________________________________

Address:______________________________________

City:____________   State:_____ Zip:___________

Telephone:   _________________________________

Credit Card No.: ______________________________

Expiration Date: _____________________________

Signature: ___________________________________

❑ Bill me

Fiction or
Fact

from Bob’s Almanac

Excerpts  by Henry Lane Hull

by Robert Mason Jr.
Valentine’s Day is quickly 

approaching and Cupid is heart-
struck over the movies. A good 
love story could set the mood for 
a night of romance and pas sion.

There are so many to choose. 
Don’t forget the chocolate, the 
popcorn, the champagne, the can-
dles and a thick blanket.

“Shrek” comes out on top. 
Other hot picks are “Love Story,” 
“City of Angels,” “Ghost,” A 
Walk in the Clouds,” “Bridges 
of Madison County,” “Romeo 
and Juliet,” “The American Presi-
dent,” “Dirty Dancing,” “Moon-
struck,” “Notting Hill,” “As 
Good as it Gets,” “Forest Gump,” 
“Howard’s End,” “The Truth 
about Cats and Dogs,” “Robin 
Hood, Prince of Theives,” “The 
Sound of Music” (with heart 
throb Julie Andrews), “Pretty 
Woman,” “My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding” and “Roseanne.”

You remember “Roseanne.” 
It’s the one with Steve Martin 
portraying a not so handsome 
fella with all the right lines.

Cupid’s no Steve Martin, and 
he doesn’t mean to be putting 
words in your mouth, but drop-
ping your honey a love letter 
would be appropriate this holi day 
season.

Drafting a love letter need not 
be intimidating.

Just keep it short and per sonal. 
Let the words fl ow from your 
heart. Tap your desire. Ex plain 
your love for them. Note how 
they make your world brighter. 
Express gratitude. Be kind. Be 
affectionate. Be loving.

For the amorously-challenged, 
Cupid offers this form love let ter. 

My Dearest ________,
You are so ________ to me.
When I look into your _____ 

eyes, I see _________.
_________ing with you is like 

a jolt of ___________. When I 
_______ of you, I for get all about 
__________ing.

Never have I _________ so 
much from  a _________. When I 
_______ you, it sends ________ 
up my __________.

As we ______ in the ______, 
I want to _______ you forever. 
When I’m in your _________, 
my whole _______ is ______.

The ________ of your love and 
the sweetness of your ________, 
feeds my _______.

You are my ________. 
To gether we can ____________.

With all my ___________, 
______________.

Just fi ll in the blanks, tie it to 
an arrow and send it to your true 
love.

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400,
Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

 804-435-1701  •  FAX: 804-435-2632
Web site: www.rrecord.com

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor
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This coming Monday illus trates the absur-
dity of histori cal ignorance as we shall 
be celebrating the amorphously designated 

“President’s Day.” For generations our country 
celebrated the birth of its fa ther, George Wash-
ington, who remains in the third century af ter his 
death the most impor tant fi gure we ever produced. 
That America has survived through the wars and 
vicissi tudes of the last 228 years was due to the 
genius of the founders in bringing forth a re public 
with the correct rela tionship among all the inter-
ested parties.

Independence from Great Britain and the estab-
lishment of a new government with lib erty and 
order in proper bal ance was the work of many, but 
at the head of them all stood George Washington. 
No succeeding American, no mat ter how great, 
can, or ever will, equal the role of Washington. He 
cannot and will not be surpassed, yet sadly he is 
being eclipsed by those who have no understand-
ing of the dynamism of tradi tion and its necessity 
for the health of the body politic.

As we all know, the father of our country was 
born in the Northern Neck on what was then Feb-
ruary 11, 1732. The Colony of Virginia and indeed 
all of the lands ruled by the mother country had 
not switched from the Julian Calendar to the Gre-
gorian. When they did, February 11, old style, 
became February 22, new style, as there was an 
11-day differential between the two calendars in 
the 18th century. Interestingly, Washington did not 
make the switch, and always celebrated his birth-
day on the 11th.

At one time, every school room in America had 
a picture of George Washington on its walls, and 
of course the capi tal of the new nation could 
bear no other name than his. Parades were held 
on George Washington’s Birthday and the day 
became a national holi day. Washington’s image 
usu ally was on the standard issue postage stamp, 
as well as on the most basic element of cur rency, 
the dollar bill; however there were interludes when 
the standard stamp bore other fi gures.

The fi rst chink in the armor of the fi rst presi-
dent’s position came about 80 years ago at a men’s 
clothing store in Washington, D.C., called The 
Mode. Its owners decided that the 22nd would be a 
great day for a sale. The idea spread to other mer-
chants, thus begin ning the annual George Wash-
ington’s Birthday sales, not quite the best way to 
honor the memory of the founding father, but the 
sales did not replace the patriotic events. They 
merely co-ex isted with them, that is until the 
arrival of Richard Nixon in the offi ce founded by 
Washington.

Early in his administration President Nixon in 
a moment of insanity decreed that hence forth the 
day would be called not “George Washington’s 
Birthday,” but “Presidents’ Day.” There was no 
national consensus that this was an ap propriate 
course to take, but he did it anyway. Congress cor-
roborated his historical fl ight of fancy by making 
the holiday the third Monday in February, thereby 
insuring that it never should fall on the 22nd.

Now over three decades later, and almost three 
decades after Nixon resigned in disgrace, we are 
stuck with this ridiculously designated holiday. 
Does it honor Nixon himself? Or Clinton? Or 
Warren G. Harding? Are we to assume that all 
presidents were created equal? Are we allowed the 
national heresy of thinking that some were “more 
equal” than others, not to mention the concept that 
one should be the “most equal” of them all?

The time is long overdue for our country to 
return George Washington to the pedestal he 
rightly deserves above all other Americans. Light-
horse Harry Lee had the good for tune to be serving 
his one term in Congress at the time of Washing-
ton’s death on December 14, 1799, at which time 
his funeral oration on the fl oor of the House of 
Representatives best encapsu lated the essence of 
the fi rst President when he said he was “First in 
War. First in Peace, and First in the hearts of his 
Countrymen.” His words are no less true today.

On Monday I wish you all a happy George 
Washington’s Birthday!”

Simpler Times
It’s been a busy week at the 

General Assembly and with 12- to 
14-hour days and partisan rancor, 
we don’t much resemble the genteel 
institution which marked bygone 
years. We are in full swing with 
subcommittee meetings starting at 
7 a.m. and committee meetings 
going into the night, while in 
between the partisan fever runs 
high and the decorum is low on 
the House fl oor. Add the continu-
ing situa tion with the OB unit at 
Rappa hannock General Hospital, 
and I pine for simpler times. 

Among the various actions from 
last week was the fi nal resolution 
of a bill that would have trans-
ferred the regulation of the menha-
den fi shery to the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission. The bill 
was de feated in committee with 

only two votes supporting its pas-
sage. 

Also, I am proud to report that 
my bill to help Carry-On Trailers 
of Callao passed the House. The 
bill exempts trailers with under 
3,000 pounds gross weight from the 
requirements of having to be sold 
at a licensed motor vehicle dealer. 
Presently, a Lowe’s or Southern 
States store that sells these pieces 
of equipment need to be licensed 
just as automobile dealers. This 
was an administrative problem that 
limited the sales points of their 
product which could have meant 
lost jobs for local people.

House Joint Resolution 287, 
which recognizes the Dahlgren 
Naval base, also passed the House. 
In light of the upcoming Base 
Realignment and Closure Com-
mission (BRAC) reports, the res-

olution sends a clear sig nal about 
the value this institu tion plays not 
only in our community but also to 
our na tional security.

Lastly, as I previously wrote, 
the decision was made to close 
the obstetrics unit at Rappahan-
nock General Hospital in Kil-
marnock. Reasons for this deci sion 
are exceedingly complex but one 
thing is clear: there has been a com-
plete systems break down in terms 
of affordable ac cess to healthcare. 
In addition to the countless hours 
that the doc tors and board have 
put in, I have also participated in 
quite a few meetings with lobby-
ists and legislators to work towards 
a so lution.

Without going into the de tails, 
let me just say that it is a sign 
of the times when after 350 years 
of having children on the North-
ern Neck, that this service might 
be discontinued. I am enough of 
a Luddite to continu ally question 
the defi nition of “progress.” And, I 
can fi rmly say that if this is “prog-
ress,” I don’t like it. Simpler times, 
in deed, are needed.

Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr. is 
working with Rappahannock 
General Hospital and Dr. James 
Hamilton and Dr. Matthew Vo gel 
to fi nd a solution to the OB crisis, 
but he needs the help of the 
people of the Northern Neck and 
others concerned about the issue.

Del. Pollard is asking con-
tituents to call the governor’s 
offi ce at 786-2211 (when the 
recording starts press “1” or “0”) 
and ask for Gov. Mark R. War-
ner’s help in retaining the OB 
unit at RGH.

A suggested script follows: 
“My name is ______ and I 

live at ______. I am concerned 
about my local hospital losing 
its OB unit. I am calling to ask 
Gov. Warner to help us keep the 
OB unit at Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital in Kilmarnock. Any 
assistance the governor can pro-
vide our rural hospital would be 
greatly appreciated.” 

Please pass this information on 
to friends, neighbors and family 
members who support the hospi-
tal and staff. 

Del. Pollard 
seeks help
with OB crisis

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Letters to the Editor

To The Editor:
The board of directors, 

ad ministration, employees and 
physicians of Rappahannock 
General Hospital wish to thank 
the community for its concern 
and support in the discontinuance 
of OB services to this area. 
We have heard what has been 
said and are as committed as 
anyone to look ing at every con-

Institution 
is at risk

ceivable op tion to make the pro-
gram work if it can. The board 
and ad ministration have spent 
count less hours and had many 
meet ings to work on this issue 
and consider all possibilities.

The misconception in the area 
is that the closing of OB services 
at the hospital “is to tally and com-
pletely a fi nan cial issue.” That 
is not true. Although in every 
part of our business fi nances are 
impor tant, the losses have never 
been the issue. The OB physi cians 

brought the initial prob lem to us 
when their insurance company 
notifi ed them of not renewing 
their insurance. We then began to 
look at the op tion to assist them 
in acquiring insurance. We have 
discussed with our representa-
tives the fi nancial shortfalls in 
the Medicaid program that repre-
sents some 65 percent of our 
OB patients. We did not want to 
give the impression that we could 
continue to sustain losses in this 
area and even face additional cuts 

from Medicaid, which we expect 
to occur.

In years past we have been able 
to subsidize the OB losses. How-
ever, with the consistent changes 
in Medicare reimbursement, there 
is less and less profi t in any area 
to cover losses. During this entire 
process the ultimate issue and the 
ongoing issue we are faced with 
today arose. A rural community 
hos pital performing OB services 
is at risk for greater numbers of 
lawsuits, which ultimately may 
affect the insurability of the entire 
institution.

The board and administra tion 
are in agreement that we would 
like to continue to pro vide OB 
services to this area, and we all 
feel it is a needed service. The 
question we have had to answer, 
at this point, is “Are we willing 
to risk the entire institution, the 
hospital, physicians offi ces and 
retail pharmacies to save the OB 
services?” At this point, with out 
a miracle option, the an swer is a 
unanimous “we can not.”

No one is more committed to 
providing quality healthcare for 
our service area than the employ-
ees of the hospital, and the board 
and administration work dili-
gently to provide them the tools 
with which to work. We are com-
mitted to doing everything we 
possibly can do. At this moment 
how ever, we must say that the 
hospital is not able to offer OB 
services after February 29 due to 
there being no insur ance coverage 
available to the OB physicians. 
The expectant mothers have to 
have the time to make other 
arrangements for their deliver-
ies.

We do have more meetings 
scheduled to consider other possi-
bilities, which frankly are remote 
at best. We are con tinually talk-
ing to other facili ties and profes-
sionals about solutions. We will 
not quit and our board is commit-
ted to do everything we can until 
we agree that there are no options 
left.

B.H. Hubbard III
Chairman of the Board

Rappahannock 
General Hospital

To The Editor:
I recently submitted the fol-

lowing statement to a Virginia 
Senate Committee considering 
Senate Bill 601 and presented it 
at a community forum re garding 
the issue on Friday, February 6, at 
Lancaster Middle School.

As a community leader, having 
served for 12 years on the board 
of supervisors, hav ing worked for 
over 25 years at Rappahannock 
General Hospital in Kilmarnock as 
a CST/CFA in the operating room, 
having served as a pas tor at a 
church in Lively, and as the 
proud father of four beautiful 
daughters, I’m here today to tes-
tify on behalf of the citizens of 
the communi ties of Lancaster and 
surround ing counties concerning 
the dilemma faced by RGH in the 
areas of obstetrics and gyneco-
logical services.

Because of the high costs of mal-
practice insurance and the inability 
to obtain coverage, our local com-
munity hospital obstetrical depart-
ment is clos ing after 27 years 
of dedicated service. Over 6,670 
healthy babies have been delivered 
at Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal with very few com plications. 
I’m not a mathe matician, but the 
numbers of healthy babies versus 
un healthy babies outweigh, in my 
opinion, the need to have to close 
the doors because of the inability 
to obtain mal practice coverage.

I realize that obstetrics is a very 
high-risk fi eld of medicine, but, 
this issue is not about doctors per 
se, it’s about obstetrical services 
to the al ready deprived, under-
insured or largely uninsured pop-
ulation of our community. I also 
real ize that there may be incom-
petent and negligent physi cians in 
every fi eld of medicine, though 
that is not true in this situation. 
I have worked for over 25 years 
with our OB/GYN physicians and 
I know that they are competent 
and caring. 

So, “why throw the baby out 
with the bath water”?

Communities such as ours need 
facilities and physicians to accom-
modate the needs of our constitu-
ents. We live ap proximately 100 
miles from the nearest hospitals 
with ob stetrical services in Rich-
mond, Fredericksburg or Norfolk.

From fi rst hand experience, with 
over 20 years in the op erating 
room, a large number of obstetrical 
patients would not have made it to 
other  hospitals in time and seri-
ous complications for either the 
baby, the mother, or both would 
have arisen. A frequent problem 
that arises is that the pregnant 
mother fails to seek prenatal care 

Conaway endorses 
Senate Bill 601

and arrives at the hospital entrance
“crowning,” or at least fully dilated
with multiple compli cations such
as hypertension, diabetes, morbid
obesity, abruption, or cord pro-
lapse, just to name a few. These
pa tients require immediate care by
skilled staff and physicians. When
the maternity center is closed and
the patient and baby are in dis-
tress and can’t wait to be shipped
an hour or more to another hos-
pital, who will provide the much-
needed care?

Nobody; at least nobody with
the necessary skills and training
needed to insure a safe delivery
and a healthy baby.

Bottom line, if a patient or a
baby suffers an injury due to neg-
ligence, or by fault of an incompe-
tent physician, fami lies should be
compensated for damages. But no
amount of money can replace a life
or correct the lifelong complica-
tions related to malpractice. At the
end of malpractice liti gation, who
benefi ts?

In essence, I strongly sup port
Senate Bill 601 in an at tempt to
keep the doors open on the obstet-
rical and other high-risk depart-
ments in our rural hospitals.

Donald O. Conaway
Morattico

To The Editor:
My wife and I attended the

open forum Friday pertaining to
our community’s hospital OB unit
and Dr. Hamilton’s insurance con-
cerns. During our drive home we
tried to overview the expressed
com munity concerns and piece
to gether some of the puzzle
per taining to the malpractice
in surance coverage.

Having worked in the insur ance
industry, I tried to apply some of
the principles to the malpractice
issues. Several questions came to
mind. What steps were taken by
the insur ance company or board of
di rectors to defend these claims?
Does the board of di rectors have
a special commit tee to overview
and provide support to their doc-
tors as these unfortunate issues
arise? Was Dr. Hamilton made
aware by his insurance provider
that “high frequency” of claims
end business rela tionships? Were
any steps taken by the insurance
provider prior to notice of can-
cellation to resolve this issue?

I am sure many left the fo rum
feeling helpless to the is sues
shared and we all look for a quick
fi x to a problem af ter the fact.
This should be an eye opener to
everyone in volved. The malprac-
tice in surance companies need
to fi nd a backbone and defend
these cases, especially after the
statement made by hospi tal board
chairman B.H. Hubbard III, who
detected no negligence on Dr.
Hamilton’s behalf for the case or
cases he reviewed.

So, where do we go from here?
We all hope the RGH board of
directors will step up to the plate,
have the faith, trust, and courage
to strive and make something pos-
itive out of all this.

The “standards of care” in
the hospital’s OB unit of nurses
already exists and our faith in that
unit as well as in Dr. Hamilton’s
and Dr. Vogel’s ability is not a
ques tion.

In 1991, we were the young
couple that entered the hospi tal
ER unit with complications during
the fi rst trimester of Jamie’s preg-
nancy. We were told at that time by
an ER doctor that we would prob-
ably experience a miscarriage and
to contact Dr. Hamilton after this
occurred to schedule an appoint-
ment.

Needless to say, we left the ER
in tears. In the parking lot, Jamie
appeared faint and complications
increased. We returned to the ER,
determined to summon Dr. Ham-
ilton to access Jamie’s condition.

Dr. Hamilton’s professional
approach and bedside manner will
always be remembered by our
family. He admitted Jamie to the
OB unit where we found the best
team of an gels working in our
behalf.

On November 17, 1991, our
fi rst child was born at RGH and in
2001 our second.

What a blessing it is to have a
community hospital, close by, with
a good doctor who has devoted
and shared his God-sent wisdom.

Is money or bottom line re ally
an issue when it comes to saving
the life of a child or mother in need
of immediate care? Will other
areas of the hospital suffer mal-
practice due to the lack of an OB
unit?

Let’s not turn our backs on a
system that needs a cure; let us
work together, fi nd a reso lution
that will support our “little bless-
ings at RGH.”

Jamie and Billy Barrack
Alfonso

System needs 
to be cured
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Our new flower shop has all 
sizes of arrangements.

438-9999 ◆ Next to Trick Dog

GET IN TOUCH
WITH YOUR

INNER MUSH.
Our new flower shop has the 

perfect Valentine’s arrangement.

438-9999 ◆ Next to Trick Dog

To The Editor:
It is with deep sadness that 

I learned that the administration 
and board of Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital have announced the 
closing of the obstetrics unit of 
our hospital. Our community will 
suffer tremendously from this 
loss.

My name is Susan Swift. I 
am an educator in Northum-
berland County. During the 14 
years that I have lived in the 
Northern Neck, I have taught 
school, met and married my hus-
band, and together we are raising 
two healthy, active children.

Having a community hospital 
has meant a great deal to me. In 
1997, my husband and I learned 
that we were expecting our fi rst 
child. Friends urged me to go 
to Richmond for prenatal care 
and delivery, but Dr. Hamilton 
had been my gynecologist since 
1990, and I was comfortable with 
him. I had monthly checkups at 
Rappahannock OB/GYN, seeing 
both Dr. Hamilton and Dr. Vogel. 
My husband and I attended child-
birth classes offered by the hos-
pital.

My pregnancy was uneventful 
until August, about eight weeks 
before my due date. I began to 
retain water and swell, which is 
called edema, and my blood pres-
sure became elevated. By mid-
September, Dr. Hamilton placed 
me on bed rest and I was diag-
nosed with pre-eclampsia, a con-
dition which can be dangerous 
for the mother and baby and is 
characterized by high blood pres-
sure, swelling and protein in the 
urine. By the following Monday, 
after being on strict bed rest all 
weekend, I did not feel well, that 
“something isn’t quite right” feel-
ing, and the OB nurses urged us 
to come immediately when we 
called the hospital.

Dr. Vogel ordered blood work 
and monitored me closely. 
Shocked at the results of the blood 
work, he consulted Dr. Hamilton 
and they quickly agreed that the 
pre-eclampsia had worsened over 
the weekend and the baby needed 
to be delivered as soon as pos-
sible because my body was shut-
ting down.

After receiving shots to help the 
baby’s lungs and being hooked 
up to an IV to prevent seizures, it 
was decided that I would have to 
deliver by C-section fi ve weeks 
before my due date. My daugh-
ter, Macy, was born the following 
afternoon, a healthy feisty, fi ve-
pound, blue-eyed redhead deliv-
ered by Dr. Hamilton. She was 
cared for in the nursery by a 
friend of my husband’s, and a 
host of other nurses who nick-
named her “Peanut.” I remained 
in the hospital for 10 days, until 
my body healed.

I was very ill. Could I have 
made it to Richmond without 
losing Macy? I don’t know. 
Would a large group of doctors 
who rotated their patients and did 
not know me or my situation have 
been monitoring me as closely 
as Dr. Hamilton and Dr. Vogel? 
I personally believe they would 
not. Would I have been taken 
seriously at a big city hospital 
on the morning I called and said 
“something did not feel right,” 
the day before I delivered? Again, 
I believe not. Did Drs. Hamilton 
and Vogel save my life? Yes.

How humbling it was to real-
ize that a mere 75 years ago, I 
would not have survived child-
birth, nor would Macy. For this, 
I remain eternally thankful for 
having a community hospital and 
for the doctors and nurses who 
knew me and responded profes-
sionally and with great care in an 
extremely dangerous and fright-
ening situation.

One would think that I would 
have been wary to have a second 
child. But as an only child, I 
maintained to my family that it 
was important to me to have 
another. In the fall of 1999, my 
husband and I again discovered 
that we were expecting. I was 
monitored very closely by Drs. 
Hamilton and Vogel, and again 
had a very uneventful pregnancy 
until three weeks from my due 
date.

On the night of March 13, 
2000, I became uncomfortable 
at about 9:30 p.m. My husband 
and daughter were asleep, and I 
decided that I must be miserable 
because of the fast food dinner I 
had that night. However, my dis-
comfort worsened, and at mid-
night, when I got up and went 
to the bathroom, I discovered I 
was bleeding heavily. Terrifi ed, 
I called the OB department, and 
they told me to come immedi-
ately. I woke my husband and we 
made the fastest drive to Kilmar-
nock from Reedville on record, 
both of us nervous and fright-
ened. The OB nurses had already 
notifi ed Dr. Hamilton of the sit-
uation, and he alerted the oper-
ating room team. He was on his 
way when we arrived.

Because the baby’s heartbeat 

Survivors, thanks
to RGH OB unit

Letters to the Editor
could not be detected by the fetal 
monitor and I continued to bleed 
heavily, I was quickly prepped 
for surgery and taken to the OR. 
Within minutes, Dr. Hamilton 
had delivered our son, Zachary. 
The baby had suffered stress in 
the womb caused by a placental 
abruption. My placenta had partly 
separated from my uterus, depriv-
ing him of nutrients and air. After 
birth, he had diffi culty breathing 
on his own, and was intubated 
by the pediatrician. The neonatal 
team from Medical College of 
Virginia was called and within 
three hours, Zachary was taken 
to the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit there until he stabilized and 
was given a clean bill of health. 
He was released at the end of the 
week.

Would Zachary be here if we 
had been forced to drive to 
Richmond on that scary night? 
Unequivocally, no. Did Dr. Ham-
ilton save his life? Yes. I am 
eternally grateful to the staff and 
doctors in the OB department at 
RGH.

By closing the OB department 
at RGH, prenatal care and deliv-
ery will be taken away from Med-
icaid patients and those who will 
not be able to fi nd transportation 
to other locations. It will also 
be taken away from mothers and 
babies in emergency situations. 
The consequence is that lives will 
be lost, lives of mothers and lives 
of newborns.

The effects will touch our entire 
medical community. People 
forced to go elsewhere for child-
birth will go elsewhere to fi nd a 
pediatrician. Many of my friends 
who had babies in Richmond 
actually take their kids to a 
Richmond pediatrician when they 
have a temperature or a cold. 
People who have an OB/GYN in 
Richmond and a pediatrician in 
Richmond will fi nd other doctors 
in Richmond. Many times chil-
dren in my class missed an entire 
day of school because of a dentist 
appointment in Richmond. When 
people in the community start 
to go elsewhere, they lose con-
fi dence in local professionals. It 
does and will happen.

I urge the board and the admin-
istration of RGH, and our local 
politicians, to fi nd a way to keep 
our OB Department operating. 
Lives depend on it.

Susan M. Swift
Reedville

To The Editor:
Having attended the forum on 

February 6 at Lancaster Middle 
School, addressing the crisis of 
losing the obstetrics department 
at Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal, I feel com pelled to make a 
few points.

It should be recognized that at 
the forum Dr. Jim Hamilton was 
clearly a most formidable fi gure, 
articulate and knowl edgeable. I 
have known Dr. Hamilton for 
30 years and can attest to his 
high intelligence. Upon complet-
ing his resi dency over 20 years 
ago in ob stetrics and gynecol-
ogy, Dr. Hamilton had offers 
to prac tice in venues of high 
esteem including the academic 
arena coupled with lucrative pri-
vate practice options. He was, 
in fact, highly coveted. Instead, 
he chose to locate in the North-
ern Neck at RGH, de spite the 
reality that compen sation would 
be much less than what he would 
receive in an urban environment. 
Dr. Hamilton felt a calling to give 
his skills to this rural commu nity 
where there was a true need. It 
has always been diffi  cult to attract 
talented doctors to areas such as 
ours. Yet, Dr. Hamilton wanted 
to practice via a tenet commonly 
cham pioned in Rotary, which is 
service above self.

Over the last 20 years, Dr. 
Hamilton served his commu nity 
and his beloved hospital, RGH. 
For a few years, he practiced 
solo; he had no as sistance and 
was literally on-call 365 days 
a year, all day, every day. Few 
physicians endure such circum-
stances. But Dr. Hamilton was 
dedi cated to his commitment to 
his patients and to a high standard 
of care for the Northern Neck. 
He should be applauded for his 
unselfi sh service over these many 
years.

The issues surrounding the 
decision to close the obstetrics 
department are overwhelming. 
Most critical are the malprac tice 
situation and the high cost of 
maintaining the department. Yet, 
if there are possibly any ways to 
keep the department open, they 
need to be seri ously explored. I 
work as a medical social worker 
in the home health department 
of RGH and am proud to be 
as sociated with the organiza tion. 
In my job, I, too, am able to serve 
those in need and ex ert every 
effort to perform my duties well 
and with integrity. RGH is a part-
ner in Virginia Quality of Live.

I believe it can be soundly 
stated that without an obstet rics 
unit, the quality of life in our 

RGH should 
help doctors

community will suffer. There will 
certainly be an in crease in mater-
nal and neona tal morbidity and 
even mortal ity.

I do not know how a price 
tag can be attached to such cata-
strophic circumstances. An anal-
ogy which comes to mind is an 
endangered species. All resources 
which can possibly be found 
should be channeled to insure its 
sur vival. The bald eagle cannot 
pay back society for his exis tence 
as he soars overhead. Drs. Ham-
ilton and Vogel also are invalu-
able resources which need to be 
protected. Their years of service 
should be recognized; their tal-
ents should be preserved for the 
benefi t of the community.

Dr. Carpenter noted that a main 
reason to close the ob stetrics unit 
was that a certain standard of care 
could not be met, as there was no 
neonata logist on site. But there 
are many hospitals which offer 
obstetrics without this spe cialty 
on the premises. RGH treats car-
diac patients, but there are no 
cardiac surgeons. Stroke patients 
are treated without the expertise 
of an on-site neurologist. When 
a pa tient, whether adult or infant, 
needs the benefi ts of more 
so phisticated care, he is imme-
diately transferred so that care 
can be received without undue 
delay.

Dr. Hamilton and Dr. Vogel 
have made sacrifi ces to serve 
our community and to work on 
staff at RGH. Cannot the hos pital 
return the commitment and make 
some sacrifi ces for them and the 
well-being of the Northern Neck? 
These con siderations should have 
been granted the highest priority 
in the decision making process.

It was gratifying to see the sup-
port and genuine interest gen-
erated by the many con cerned 
citizens attending the forum.

Linda Hamilton
Kilmarnock

To The Editor:
As an employee of Rappahan-

nock General Hospital for the past 
16 years, I take offense to those 
who accuse the board and adminis-
tration of making decisions based 
on the money involved.

If decisions were based on the 
dollar, there would be other ser-
vices currently offered at  RGH 
that would have been discontin-
ued a long time ago. Your commu-
nity hospital cares about people. 
We work hard to bring the best 
care possible to our patients.

Being involved in the deci sion 
making process for sup plies and 
equipment, I see fi rst hand how 
price is overlooked on many occa-
sions so that the best supplies 
or equipment can be purchased. 
Although price is always con-
sidered, it is never the deciding 
factor. This is done to ensure the 
best out come for our patients, not 
our bottom line.

Unfortunately, hard deci sions 
have to be made. Closing of the 
OB unit is one of those decisions. 
The deci sion was not based on 
money; it was based on what 
is best for our community as a 
whole.

Continuing the OB services will 
put the entire hospital at risk. Do 
we cut off our arm to save our 
body? Yes, as painful as it is, we 
can see no other way.

After attending the meeting last 
Friday, I was angry and hurt by 
the accusations made by people 
who don’t know or care about 
the many good things our hospi-
tal is doing and continues to do 
for the community. We work hard 
and give 100 percent to ensure our 
patients are given the best pos-
sible care. This has not and will 
not change. We are committed to 
you.

Joyce Whay
Irvington

RGH cares

To The Editor:
I received this message from a 

dear friend of mine and want to 
share it.

“There is coming a tidal wave. 
A wave that will sweep this nation 
and then the world. It is a wave 
of truth and revelation that will 
touch believers and unbelievers 
alike. This wave is high and wide, 
deep and long. It is like nothing 
you’ve ever seen or imagined. It 
is Ephesian 3: 17-19 revealed. It is 
the love of Christ.

The wave is not a natural occur-
rence but of the Spirit. Not from 
the oceans of the Earth but from 
the Spirit of God. If you will listen 
in the Spirit you can hear it rum-
bling in the distance, building in 
strength and intensity. It is not 
being formed, it is already formed. 
It has been released from the throne 
of God and it is on its way. It will be 
here the fi rst week of March. And 
nearly everyone will be affected.

It is God doing a new thing in 
the Earth and it begins with the 
movie, ‘The Passion.’ I can use one 
man to change the world. One man 
guided by my Spirit. I did it 2000 
years ago and I am about to do it 
again says the Lord.”

James Thorsen
Weems

Catch the wave

To adopt these or other pets, 
call 462-0946 or 435-0737.

To The Editor:
Readers are probably famil iar 

with the fl uffy faces fea tured 
on the special U.S. Postal Ser-
vice’s commemora tive neuter-
spay stamps. Kirby the puppy 
and Samantha the kitten were 
two homeless shelter pets whose 
stories had happy endings. They 
were neutered and spayed, then 
adopted into loving homes.

Spaying or neutering dogs and 
cats is the only way to prevent 
surplus births and the misery of 
homeless animals, especially lit-
ters of puppies and kittens that are 
left in ditches along the road or 
thrown out of cars, which has hap-
pened all too often in the North-
ern Neck.

In seven years, two unal tered 
cats and all their de scendants can 
produce 420,000 offspring, while 
two unaltered dogs and all their 
descendants can produce 67,000 
offspring, Spaying and neutering 
are proven means of addressing 
the problem of pet over popula-
tion.

The Doris Day Animal Founda-
tion’s Spay Day USA is an annual 
event celebrated in February. In 
honor of this special event, the 
Animal Welfare League Inc. of 
the Northern Neck is offering per-
manent residents of Lancaster, 
Northumberland, Richmond and 
Westmoreland counties a 50 per-
cent spay and neuter rebate pro-
gram begin ning February 16 and 
ending March 31. The program 
is for dogs and cats only. Pet 
own ers may have their animals 
al tered at the veterinary hospital 
of their choice and send a copy of 
the paid hospital bill to the AWL, 
P.O. Box 975, White Stone, VA 
22578 for the rebate, postmarked 
by April 30. This rebate is for ster-
ilization cost alone, not to exceed 
$50 per animal.

“Be Petriotic: Neuter or Spay” 
is the theme for Spay Day USA. 
For more informa tion, call 
435-0822 Monday through Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., or 
leave a message on the answering 
machine.

In the words of the DDAF, 
“When our animal compan ions 
are spayed and neutered, they are 
healthier and happier. Fewer ani-
mals end up home less in shelters 
or on the streets. This benefi ts 
you, your pet and your commu-
nity.”

Judith Harvell
AWL President

Lancaster

AWL rebate 
program begins

To The Editor:
The use of the expression “come 

heres” to indicate new residents, 
has become insult ing. People are 
not identifi ed by race, color or 
creed so, why this discrimination.

The new residents have greatly 
increased local tax revenues, char-
itable contribu tions and volunteer 
pool. Instead of being received 
as second-class citizens, the new 
residents should be welcomed as 
they have much to con tribute.

Marianne R. Stevens
Kilmarnock

Taking exception 
to ‘come heres’

To The Editor:
Light House Towing Inc. urges

the citizens of Irvington to come
to the town council meeting on
February 12 to ex press support
for our efforts to move our busi-
ness to Irvington.

The notes placed in your mail-
box on February 10 state that
Irvington does not want wreckers
in Irvington.

What happens if your car
breaks down? It’s hard to push
your car beyond the Irvington
town limits to have it towed.

We run a respectable busi ness
and would like to hear from you.

Tammy Davis
Weems

Support would 
be appreci ated

To The Editor:
I would like to call your 

at tention to an outstanding 
speaker, Ed McMahon, who will 
be at RW-C on February 17. 
He is not anti-develop ment, but 
has many good ideas of how 
growth can be managed to put 
less stress on communities. At 
the moment, we are at a cross-
road in our county concerning 
develop ment. I urge all citizens 
to take part in the present discus-
sion.

Like many who spoke at a 
recent planning meeting con-
cerning the New Tides LLC 
development, I accept that 
development will take place, but 
I know there is “a better way” to 
do it to maintain our quality 
of life here. The deci sion that 
the board of supervi sors will 
make concerning the rezoning 
of the Golden Eagle property 
for the Tides Corporation is 
most important as it will infl u-
ence what other developers will 
expect to do.

The areas of concern in clude:
• What can be done with 

al ready stressed sewage dis posal 
systems?

• The water table in the county 
is certainly a fi nite source. This 
needs serious study before jump-
ing into a project of this size. 
If these properties are used for 
invest ments to rent over and 
over to weekenders the amount 
of wa ter used will be stagger-
ing.

• Imagine 950 cars (two per 
purposed unit for the Golden 
Eagle and the Lodge) going 
back and forth on a weekend 
on Route 200. The congestion 
on local roads is only half of 
the road problem. To get into 
this county we have no four-
lane highways.

• Imagine the local dump on 
Route 200. We must be sure 
our facilities can support our 
interest in development. Are the 
developers going to help pay to 
improve it?

• Cluster housing is a good 
idea environmentally only if an 
appropriate amount of land is 
put in a land trust not to be built 
on. For example, if a piece of 
property is zoned for 10 lots, 
10 houses could be put on one 
lot and the other nine lots des-
ignated as open space not to 
built on, ever. Cluster develop-
ment should not mean clustering 
houses on every possible foot of 
space. With the present zoning, 
how many houses can be built 
at the Golden Eagle?

We are seduced by the de sire 
to get more revenue, often turn-
ing a blind eye to the unin tended 
consequences. If we look at 
many case studies, the demand 
for services can easily outstrip 
the revenue to provide them if 
we do not take mea sures to pre-
vent it. We have the power to 
make demands of developers, if 
we have the will to use it. Let 
your super visors know how you 
feel.

Mary L. Lay
Kilmarnock

Development 
issues raised

To The Editor:
We need a disease-free oys ter 

now, not in six months or six 
years. We need it now.

Look at the vacant oyster houses 
all around the water sides and do 
you realize the loss of dollars 
during the last 15 years?

It totals in the millions as well 
as the loss of jobs and income to 
many employees that process and 
shuck the oysters.

We need a disease free oys ter 
that will grow and be ready for 
market in two years or less.

We cannot compete with MSX 
and Dermo, as it is un wise to 
plant seed or shells that will be 
destroyed within two years, or to 
maturity. Lets fi nd a cure for MSX 
and Dermo and eliminate the par-
asites that destroy our oysters.

We can go to the moon and 
Mars and yet don’t know how to 
control this parasite.

The few oyster houses still 
in business are living on bor-
rowed time as the small sup ply 
of available oysters will soon be 
depleted.

Lets get this operation mov ing 
as it is later than you think.

Warren T. Slaughter
Reedville

Disease free 
oyster needed now

To The Editor:
Let me tell you about my favor-

ite uncle, his name is Sam. Politi-
cally, my Uncle Sam often changes
his mind, sometimes he’s a Demo-
crat, and other times a Republican.
But one thing I could always count
on was that, over the long haul,
Uncle Sam was pretty responsible
about his fi  nances. For example,
back in the 1990s, Uncle Sam
worked hard, was prosperous and
even accumulated a nice nest egg.

Then around the year 2000,
Uncle Sam became a Republican.
Suddenly, he de cided to cut down
on his in come. Then he heard
someone say, “defi cits don’t
matter,” so he started to spend his
money “like a drunken sailor” as
one friend put it. He not only used
up his nest egg but went heav ily
into debt, owing the most money
he has ever owed in his life.

True, some unexpected ex penses
helped cause the debt, but he
would never admit that his reduced
income played a major contribut-
ing role. He prepared a budget,
but he left out major expenses and
some of the things he bought cost
a lot more than he said they would.
In the meantime, he just keeps on
spending.

As for his kids, previously he
had promised them an in heritance
that would help with their retire-
ment and health care. But my Uncle
Sam now owes so much that
instead of help from him, his chil-
dren will be carrying a debt load
of many thousands of dollars each.
Someday they’ll have to pay this
off and just the inter est payments
are a staggering burden. He keeps
insisting that the economy will
improve and everything will be
okay. But even his accountant says
that won’t really solve his money
problems.

All my life I have dearly loved
my Uncle Sam and been con-
cerned about his wel fare. He has
lived a good life these last 50 years,
especially his retirement years.
But now I have to question his
motiva tions and integrity because
it appears he will not be able to
pass on the benefi ts that he enjoyed
to his children. For this reason, I
truly grieve for him.

Frank Mann
Lancaster

Grieving for
Uncle Sam
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ReArrangements
Room makeovers.

Your things.

Your space.

ANN CARPENTER
Post Office Box 733

Irvington, Virginia 22480

Cell 804.436.3169

Fax 804.438.6459

GREAT VALENTINE GIFT ...
“Ties to Remember”

A study of Reedville [VA] 1874-1903 & Roseland
Cemetery 1903-2003 ... 317 pp. $45.00 tax free

donation to Roseland Cemetery, Bethany UM Church,
or St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Fleeton ... available
Roseland Cemetery Co., P.O. Box 32, Reedville, VA
or P.O. Box 33 Reedville, VA; phone 804-453-5691

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4
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LET US SHOW YOU 

AMERICA! 
For a FREE Catalog of Tours Call: 

1-800-552-0022 

SUNSHINE TOURS 
www.gosunshinetours.com 

SAY IT
WITH A SONG

Give your Sweetheart a

Singing Valentine
The Northern Neck Bay Tones

will send a quartet to that sweetheart of yours,
at a time of your choice and

serenade her (or him)
with the sweetest music ever heard.

The cost is only $35, which includes
the songs and a beautiful red rose.

Don’t delay.
Give us a call to reserve

your time and place.

Contact us at

(804) 529-5390

To The Editor:
Lancaster County property 

owners recently received the 
results of the anticipated real 
estate property assessments. I was 
astounded by an appraisal that 
had increased by 94 per cent in 
the last four years. The demand 
for waterfront property has appar-
ently resulted in run away “fair 
market” values that threaten some 
of us in our ability to hold onto 
farms and waterfront property 
that have been in our families 
for many years, or even many 
genera tions.

Believe it or not, there are still 
some among us to whom our 
land and houses mean more 
than equity, net worth or profi t. 
These are our homes and our 
roots. My own home is on land 
bought six genera tions ago by my 
great-great-great-grandfather. My 
house was built in 1885 by my 
great-grandfather. I was raised 
there as were my ancestors and 
our family’s farm has been oper-
ated on this land continuously 
since 1840. Money and “fair 
market” value alone can’t buy 
this kind of heritage, but “fair 
market” value can force me 
to lose it against my will. I 
had hoped to pass our family 
home place to my daughter who 
shares my feelings about the 
family farm. After this shock ing 
appraisal, I am beginning to doubt 
if I will be able to hold onto our 
farm long enough to pass it along 
to her, or that she will be able to 
af ford the taxes if I do.

The time has come for those 
who feel as I do to band to gether 
to demand that our leg islators 
provide some form of relief for 
those of us whose family roots 
mean more to us that a source 
of ready cash. Farm fi elds have 
an estab lished land use provi-
sion in place whereby the tax rate 
is reduced while the land is in 
agricultural use. If the land is 
sold and the agricultural land use 

ends, the difference in back taxes 
is collected for the years that the 
reduced rate was in effect. Think 
of it as a deferred tax.

A similar provision could, with 
appropriate legislation, be applied 
to long-held family homes. Many 
states already protect certain 
residences through “homestead 
exemp tions.” The tax liability 
could either be fi xed to general 
in fl ation, or a reduced rate (sim-
ilar to that currently used under 
agricultural land use) could be 
applied to qualifi ed homesteads. 
In return, if the family ever sells 
this property, the family will be 
responsible for paying the differ-
ence in taxes which had been col-
lected during the years their home 
was eligible for the ex emption.

To whom should the home-
stead exemption be available and 
how should it be applied? Perhaps 
by establishing gener ational own-
ership, second or subsequent gen-
eration owner ship, or residence 
for a spe cifi c time, for instance, 
con tinuous full-time residence by 
a family for a period of 20 years 
or more. It is up to us to help 
our legislators determine qual-
ifi cations and application stan-
dards.

Virginia’s legislature has 
al ready recognized the farms 
which have been owned and oper-
ated by the same family for more 
than 100 years. These farms are 
designated as Centennial Farms. 
Obviously someone, somewhere, 
has seen the value in long-term 
farm “homestead” ownership. I 
believe that it is time for Virginia 
to provide this tax protection for 
its citizens. If you agree and feel 
some pres sure to sell out before 
you are taxed out, I urge you to 
con tact your legislative represen-
tatives. Ask for their help in solv-
ing our dilemma. The time has 
come for us to reclaim our right 
to keep our heritage.

George Edward Simmons
White Stone

Consider a ‘homestead’ policy

Letters to the Editor

To The Editor:
If you’ve ever shared a book 

with a child, you know the joy 
and excitement this small but 
meaningful act can bring. But, 
according to the National Center 
for Education Statistics, since 
1993 only 53 to 58 percent of chil-
dren ages three to fi ve received 
this joy on a daily basis.

We can do better. Simply read-
ing daily with a child re quires 
parents, other caring adults and 
older brothers and sisters to add 
yet another hat to the many they 
already wear to care for and 
raise a child. Yet, reading to chil-
dren has great rewards. Children 
who are read to at home have 
a higher success rate in school 
and those who read frequently 
develop stronger reading skills.

To encourage more adults to 
spend more time reading with 
children, the National Education 
Association launched the fi rst 
Read Across America Day in 
1998. This year, the event will 
mark seven years of celebrating 
reading on Dr. Seuss’s 100th 
birthday, March 2, the “Seussen-
tennial.”

From coast to coast, teach ers, 
celebrities, community members 
and parents are don ning their 
reading hats—the red and white-
striped stovepipe hat of the Cat 
in the Hat. In Northumberland 

County, community volunteers 
are invited to read to a class 
of children at the elementary 
school.

We will be served green eggs 
and ham for breakfast, and Dr. 
Seuss’s birthday cake for lunch. 
Teachers and stu dents will partic-
ipate in a “Cat in the Hat” reading 
re lay: one copy of the book will 
be passed around the school and 
each teacher will “drop every-
thing and read” it when it reaches 
his or her class room. Our goal is 
for every class to hear the story 
by the end of the day. Teachers 
and students will also be involved 
in other special reading activi ties 
throughout the day.

In bringing a nation of read ers 
together under one hat, NEA’s 
Read Across America offers 
opportunities for resi dents to 
volunteer, read and share their 
life experiences. Businesses can 
allow employ ees to volunteer 
time at read ing programs. It is 
also an op portunity for elected 
national, state and local offi cials 
to make reading a high priority.

Let’s join together on March 2, 
and every day thereafter, to ensure 
that Northumberland’s children 
have caring adults to share books 
and rich reading experiences.

Susan Swift
Reading Specialist

Northumberland Elementary

Read to children

by Dr. Richard Baylor
The politicians in our coun try 

have discussed, debated and 
wrung their hands in re cent 
months over the 44 mil lion per-
sons in this country without 
health insurance. They have 
apparently assumed that there is 
no health care for these individ-
uals and they talk about solving 
this problem with yet another 
government program.

Have any of them men tioned 
that there are free health clinics 
and that they provide consider-
able help to these people?

In Virginia, there are 49 free 
clinics including the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic 
(NNFHC). The NNFHC pro-
vides medical care for eligible 
patients in the four counties of 
the Northern Neck and Middle-
sex County.

Eligible patients have no 
health insurance and are within 
150 percent of the fed eral guide-
lines for poverty.

The NNFHC is staffed pri-
marily by volunteer physi cians, 
dentists, nurses, phar macists, 
paramedical person nel and many 
non-medical volunteers. There 
are a few paid personnel. Some 
95 per cent of the practicing 
physi cians participate as volun-
teers.

The NNFHC has been in exis-
tence for over 10 years and 
during this time has ren dered 
over $10 million of med ical care. 
In 2003, the value of services 
delivered exceeded $2 million. 
A dental clinic opened in 2004, 
greatly ex panding the services.

A Medicare Medication Pro-
gram was initiated in 2000 to 
provide medications to eli gible 
Medicare patients un able to 
afford some enormous pre-
scription costs. The pro gram 
accesses free medication avail-
able through pharmaceu tical 
manufacturers to help se nior cit-

Free health clinics available to uninsured Virginians who qualify
izens whose incomes are limited 
to social security.

Due to the diligent work of 
25 volunteers, during 2003 the 
average wholesale value of med-
ications acquired by the NNFHC 
exceeded $700,000. These same 
pharmaceutical companies pro-
vide free medi cations to our 
other patients through their indi-
gent drug program. These com-
panies contribute hundreds of 
thou sands of dollars of med-
ication to the NNFHC. It is 
estimated that for every dollar 
con tributed, the clinic provides 
four dollars of service.

Does any government pro-
gram even compare to such a 
value?

Virginia has pioneered the free 
clinic movement in the U.S. 
There are 49 free clinics in 
Virginia, more than any other 
state. The General Assembly has 
passed mea sures that provide lia-
bility in surance for health care 
profes sionals that volunteer their 
services. These measures have 
been instrumental in making Vir-
ginia a leader in the free clinic 
movement.

The Virginia Association of 
Free Clinics, now in its tenth 
year, compiles statistics for all 
Virginia clinics. At the close 
of 2002, free clinics provided 
over $54 million of medical care 
to 56,000 of medical care to 
56,000 low income, unin sured 
and underinsured Virginians.

With the increased com plexity 
and sophistication of medical 
services and with bal looning 
costs, some type of universal 
health care will most likely be 
proposed by politicians in the 
future. Why can’t government 
recognize the great value of free 
health clinics?

These clinics are never men-
tioned in political discus sions. 
Why not encourage and expand 
the services already in place 

before starting another expen-
sive and bureaucratic program?

Encouragement could be in 
the form of favorable tax breaks 
for the many profes sionals that 
provide so much expertise with-
out compensa tion. This is a bar-
gain that government should not 
pass up. If free clinics in other 
states are as active as those in 
Virginia, billions of dollars of 
health care can be given with 
much less expense than any gov-
ernment sponsored plan.

The strength of the NNFHC 
and of other free clinics is the 
volunteerism and commitment 
from the local community. This 

support meets the needs of our
community more effi  ciently and
in a more caring way than any
plan run by the government.

VIP can stand for many things,
but relative to free clinics it
stands for volunteer ing inno-
vation and pioneering. At the
NNFHC, all our volun teers are
VIPs. These charac teristics have
made the NNFHC and all free
clinics in Virginia successful and
a great addition to the communi-
ties they serve.

(Dr. Richard Baylor serves as
medical director at the North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic in
Kilmarnock).

On February 7 members of 
the Lancaster County Demo-
cratic Committee gath ered at 
Grace House at Grace Episcopal 
Church to continue the second 
phase of their strategic planning 
process.

The sessions, which encour age 
active group participation, are 
drawing an increasing number 
of attendees. This one had over 
50 participants.

Opening the meeting was a 
brief presentation by Mat Nise-
moff, a representative of Gen-
eral Wesley Clark’s cam paign. 
Clark was to appear that eve-
ning at the Democrats’ Jefferson 
Jackson dinner with candidates 
Kerry, Edwards and Sharpton. 
Nisemoff clarifi ed many of Gen. 
Clark’s positions on is sues and 

took questions from the group.
After the Clark presentation, 

the members turned to the main 
item on the agenda, which was 
a planning session under the 
guidance of modera tor, Dr. Jack 
Russell. The ses sion was the 
“vision” phase.

It began by having everyone 
write a brief description of what 
they wanted the local party to 
look like fi ve years from now. 
Then the group fo cused on their 
vision of the fu ture for key orga-
nizational functions. Six teams 
were formed to work on this and 
re port back at the next meeting.

Dr. Russell stressed that 
through this exercise members 
would have a greater owner ship 
of the fi nal result and that key 
issues would not be over looked.

Democrats work on 5-year plan

Rep. Jo Ann Davis will conduct 
open veterans forums February 
17 and 18 in the Fredericksburg, 
Middle and Lower Peninsula 
regions to discuss important vet-
erans is sues.

“Veterans issues are playing a 
prominent role in the 108th  Con-
gress, and I would like to update 
our veterans on the on going prog-
ress we are making on issues that 
concern them. I also look for-
ward to hearing the opinions and 
thoughts of our veterans,” said 
Davis.

Forums will be held Tuesday, 
February 17, in Fredericksburg 
and Saluda, and Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 18, in Newport News.
The Fredericksburg forum will 

be held at City Hall at 715 Prin-
cess Anne Street from 2 to 4 
p.m. The Saluda forum will be 
held at the Cook’s Corner Offi ce 
Complex at 2893 General Puller 
Highway from 7 to 9 p.m. The 
Newport News forum will be 
held Wednesday, February 18, at 
the Denbigh American Legion 
Post 368 at 368 American Legion 
Drive from 7 to 9 p.m.

“I look forward to meeting with 
our veterans and address ing their 
thoughts and con cerns on perti-
nent veterans is sues,” said Rep. 
Davis.

Rep. Davis sets forums for veterans

Animal Tails
By Audrey Thomasson

Pogo

Placing a
three-legged Dalmatian

No one knows what occurred the 
fi rst 12 months of his life, but the 
year ended when the an imal con-
trol offi cer found the purebred Dal-
matian roaming the countryside. 

The dog wasn’t hard to catch. 
He hobbled around on three legs, 
the result of a gunshot wound that 
left his right front leg dangling use-
lessly at his side. And despite the 
dirt that had encrusted the wound, 
fresh blood continued to spill down 
the limb.

The offi cer crated the dog and 
returned to the shelter intending 
to put him down. But when vol-
unteers learned of his fate, they 
began calling rescue groups, fran-
tic to fi nd someone who would 
help them save the young life. Lost 
Dog Rescue Foundation quickly 
answered the call and agreed to 
split veterinar ian fees with the vol-
unteers. 

The Dalmatian was rushed to a 
specialist who determined the joint 
was shattered beyond repair and 
the leg was amputated be low the 
shoulder. After his hos pital recov-
ery, he was transferred to the foun-
dation’s ranch where he was so 
happy to be on his feet again, he 
ran around the fi elds as if he still 
had four legs. Volunteers thought 
he was such a beautiful dog they 
called him “Happy.” 

Stephanie, a foster volunteer, 
took him home in the hope he 
would be the right fi t for her family 

and their dog, Calvin. Naming him 
“Hobbes,” after the cartoon as well 
as his hobbled walk, the family 
fell in love with him. But after 
one week, Stephanie and her chil-
dren de veloped severe allergies to 
the Dalmatian coat, so with broken 
hearts they took Hobbes back to 
the ranch. 

A few more weeks running 
around the fi elds and he had most 
of his youthful energy back, just 
in time for a new fos ter family. 
Renamed “Joker,” he was wild 
and full of energy. While he could 
sprint through the new place with 
ease, his walk continued to be an 
awk ward hop, one that proved to 
be so distressing to his new mom, 
it made her physically sick. Back 
he went. 

The third time’s the charm, or is 
it? The next family canceled even 
before he arrived. Their el derly 
dog had to undergo emer gency 
surgery and would need a quiet 
place to recover. So that poor Dal-

matian went to yet an other vol-
unteer family. And this time they 
agreed to foster him until he could 
be permanently placed with some-
one who would love him despite 
his handicap. 

Physically, the three-legged Dal-
matian had recovered from the 
gunshot wound. However, the 
experience coupled with be ing 
shuffl ed around left him an emo-
tional wreck. Additionally, other 
dogs were taking advan tage of his 
handicap, knocking him over and 
pinning him to the ground. Was 
it any wonder he started having 
bouts of un controllable trembling? 

But his new foster mom 
un derstood. She would wrap her 
arms around him and he would 
snuggle into her body, hanging his 
head over her shoulder until the 
trembling stopped. He began fol-
lowing her from room to room, 
hopping awkwardly to keep up. 
But instead of being upset, she 
encouraged him and fondly called 
him “Pogo.” 

Each weekend over the next few 
months, the family took him to 
the foundations’ adop tion clinic at 
PetSmart. But Pogo caught on to 
the system and perfected a tech-
nique of growling and lunging at 
people who showed any interest 
in him. No one wanted to take 
a chance with such a deranged 
an imal.

Pogo had picked his family. It 
wasn’t his fault it took them so 
long to pick him.

Eventually, they did.
After celebrating his second 

birthday with his forever family, 
Pogo is a happy Dalmatian again. 
His walk has improved and he can 
even navigate icy sidewalks. At 
the dog park, he likes to run full-
out with the greyhounds, or spend 
hours playing fetch, and his mus-
cles have become so strong he can 
jump a six-foot fence.

But the thing Pogo enjoys the 
most is snuggling up with his 
family for the best hugs any dog 
can give.

If you have an animal tale, call 
436-1904. The Animal Welfare 
League is in desperate need of vol-
unteers. Give them a call if you can 
help in any ca pacity.
Lancaster County

Animal Welfare League: 435-0822 or 
462-0091.

Dogs: 5 mixed breed, 2 yrs, M&F, 
med, friendly. Kane, Lab mix, M, blk, 
orphan of Isabel, friendly. Emma, Eng-
lish setter, 7 yrs, lemon & white, spayed, 
all shots, gentle. Lab mix, F, 1 yr. Lab 
mix, 4 mos.

Cats: Cree, F, 1 yr. Delia, calico, F, 
1 yr. Kittens, 8-10 mos, M&F, all colors. 
Orange F, 1 yr, good with kids. Juli ette, 
3 yrs, F, copper, spayed, declawed, all 
shots, inside only. Orange tabby, neu-
tered, 8 mos. 

Pigs: Home needed immedi ately for 
2 pigs.

Lancaster Animal Shel ter: Fee. Call 
462-7175.

Friends of the Shelter: 435-0737. 
Raises money to treat animals at the 
shelter.

Animals First: 462-5067. Fosters and 
treats strays before adopting them out. 
Northumberland County

Friends of the Shelter: 435-2597.

You will
LOVE
the deals in the

MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

Now Introducing

THE STEAMBOAT FRAME SHOP
CUSTOM FRAMING

301 Steamboat Road
Irvington, VA

(Located in the Old Post Office Gallery)

NOW OPEN
804-438-6892

Wednesday
12 Noon - 6 PM
Thursday - Saturday
10 AM - 5 PM

Inventory Clearance Sale
2 & 3 pc Outfits
Jackets • Pants
Dresses • Velour
Sweaters • Shirts

Hats • Scarves • Gloves
Jewelry • Accessories

30%
50%
70%
Come to our Best Sale

of the Year
24 W. Church Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia

(Next to the Shoe Store)

Mon. - Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 12-4

435-2200
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86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

Specially priced for the true Romantic.

All Occasions
Cards & Gifts

• Wedding
      Invitations

• Bridal
    Accessories

Lancaster Square•Kilmarnock
435-3199 • M-F 9:30-6

Sat 9:30-5

■ Focus is on annuals
The Master Gardener Group in Mathews 

on February 21 will host Dr. Robert Lyons 
at 3 p.m. at the Kingston Parish House in 
Mathews. A professor of horti culture at Vir-
ginia Tech, Dr. Lyons will present a lecture 
and slide show on outstanding annu als.

Kingston Parish House is on Main Street 
in Mathews. The lecture is free, but a dona-
tion of a non-perishable food item for the 
Kingston Parish food pantry would be appre-
ciated.

■ Hartfi eld to stage ‘Doctor Faustus’ 
Stages Theatre Company will transport 

audiences back to the dawn of the Renais-
sance with Christopher Marlowe’s “Doctor 
Faustus” at 6 p.m. on Sunday, February 15, 
at Lower United Methodist Church in Hart-
fi eld.

The event will include the performance, 
a discussion and a reception at the church. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and $7 for stu-
dents. For tickets, call the church offi ce 
at 776-6250. Tick ets also are available 
at Rappa hannock Tractor; Revere Gas in 
Gloucester, or Southside Bank in Hartfi eld, 
Deltaville and Ur banna.

■ Valentine’s dinner set
The Knights of Columbus, Council 11667 

will serve a spaghetti dinner on February 
14 at De Sales Hall in Kilmarnock from 
4 to 7:30 p.m. The fee is $7.50 for adults 
and $3.50 for children under 8. The dinner 
includes salad, spaghetti, Italian bread, a 
glass of wine, beverage and dessert. Take-
outs are available.

■ Lecture due at VIMS
The Virginia Institute of Ma rine Science 

After Hours Lecture Series continues Febru-
ary 26 with “What Lies Beneath: Ex ploring 
the Mysteries of Chesa peake Bay’s Mud and 
Sand Ecosystems.”

The lecture begins at 7 p.m. at the VIMS 
campus at Gloucester Point. To reserve a 
seat, email pro grams@vims. edu, or call 
684-7846. 

■ Hear it Saturday
The Middle Peninsula Self Help for Hard 

of Hearing sup port group meets Saturday, 
February 14, at Riverside Walter Reed Hos-
pital in Gloucester from 10 a.m. to noon. 
A panel will share personal experiences 
regarding cochlear implants.

A cochlear implant involves an operation 
to implant elec trodes in the brain to augment 
the action of the auditory nerve. A mini-
processor takes in sound, transmits it via 
the elec trode to the brain, which over time, 
relearns the process of in terpreting sound. 

■ Variety/benefi t show set
The Key Club of Lancaster High School will 

sponsor a variety show at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater at 6 p.m. on February 13. Acts 
will feature local students and faculty.

Proceeds benefi t the Children’s Miracle Net-
work.

Tickets are $3 for students and $4 for adults 
and may be purchased at LHS.

■ NAACP to host program
The Northumberland County Branch of 

the NAACP is host ing its annual Black His-
tory Month Program February 22 at 5 p.m. 
The program will be held at Shiloh Baptist 
Church. The church is at 16042 Northumber-
land Highway in Burgess. The guest speaker 
is Rev. Cecil Bridgeforth, pastor of Shiloh 
Baptist Church in Danville.

There will be free will offer ing.

Area
Events

From left, Pam Varnier, Jesse Wilson and Brenda Crowther at the Bank of Lancaster 
view two images from Wilson’s “locations, memories of the landscape” series.

‘Art Crawl’ spotlights
JCM Wilson’s photos

Julie and David Purrington 
announce the birth of their fi rst 
child, a daughter. Mara Hill Purr-
ington was born on Christmas 
Eve weighing 8 lbs., 10 oz. and 
was 21 inches long.

Her grandparents are Mr. and 
Mrs. Victor J. Orsinger of West-
erly, R.I., and Mr. and Mrs. Philip 
P. Purrington Jr. of Merry Point.

The Watermen’s Museum in 
Yorktown and the Celebrate 
Yorktown Committee will host 
the “In their own Words” series 
at York Hall on February 22, 
March 21 and April 18, from 2 
to 4 p.m.

The February 22 program 
in cludes tales about the Pow-
hatan Indians, first colonists at 
Jamestown, priva teers, pirates, 
blockade run ners, smugglers, 
settlers in the new land, navy 
and merchant vessel sailors.

Assistant Chief Warren 
Cook, a member of the Coun-
cil at the Pamunkey Indian 
Reservation, will dis cuss the 
culture, tradi tions, and history 
of the Powhatan Confederacy’s 
water men. 

Chief Cook lives and works 
on the Pamunkey River. He 
is the manager of the oldest 
fish hatchery in the state and 
di rector of the Pa munkey 
Museum.

The February 22 program 
will include information on the 
con struction and repair of log 

ca noes and deadrise boats by 
two experts in this field. Capt. 
William Rollins of Poquoson 
has built over 100 boats at his 
yard. In 1985, he built one of 
the last authentic log canoes 
for his own plea sure.

Capt. Edward Diggs of Math-
ews County has built and 
re paired work boats for 
wa termen up and down the bay. 
He is fea tured in author Larry 
Chown ing’s latest book, Ches-
apeake Bay Buy Boats.

 The presentation on March 
21  will answer the question, 
“What it is like to be a 
wa terman?” featuring Capt. and 
Mrs. Nelson Firth of Poqouson. 
“Marketing the catch, and the 
future of wa termen,” on April 
18 features Eldridge Cook of 
Bena, who has over 70 years of 
experi ence working with water-
men and marketing the catch.

York Hall is at Main and Bal-
lard streets in Yorktown. Due to 
limited seating, atten dees are 
requested to call 757-887-2641 
for reservations. 

“Art Crawl 2004,” a solo photographic 
exhibit by JCM Wilson, is now on dis-
play at seven locations in Lancaster 
County.

The exhibit consists of color photo-
graphs from Wilson’s “locations, mem-
ories of the landscape” series, which 
is in formed by human perception and 
memory. 

The filtering techniques—”designed to 
mimic our own filters of sensory percep-
tion, memory and imagination”—provide 
a dreamlike quality to the magical land-
scapes, remi niscent of memories, in Ari-
zona, California and New Mexico.

Rather than being confined to one 
space, the solo show spreads through 
Kilmarnock, including eight pieces at the 
Bank of Lancaster main of fice, three at 
both Hang-Ups Framing and Gallery and 
Dr. J. Brooks Johnston’s office, two at 
both the Dixie Deli and Carried Away 
Cuisine and one at the Thai Pot. Two 
are also displayed at the Round Table in 
Irvington.

The intention of the Art Crawl is to 
experience the scenes in a space-time 

sense that is similar to the way they were 
captured, explained Wilson. He grew up 
in Lancaster County and after graduation 
from Lancaster High School attended the 
University of New Mexico in Albuquer-
que. His interest in ecology, conservation 
and photography led in 2003 to a bache-
lor’s in biology and a minor in art studio. 
It also led to two solo shows in Albu-
querque last fall.

The “location” pieces have the tonal 
quality of 19th-cen tury black-and-white 
images; with a soft focus applied, they 
provide an effect similar to the naturalis-
tic or pictorialist pho tographs of the late 
1800s, but in distinct yet dreamlike color. 

Wilson said the series “follows the tra-
dition of past western photographers who 
displayed their images in the east to 
give people who had not traveled there 
a sense of uninterrupted majestic land-
scape.”

An artist statement and bi ography are 
available at each of the seven businesses 
dis playing the photographs.

For more information, visit 
www.jcmwilson.com.

The Christchurch School 
cast and crew members of 
“South Pacific” continue to 
prepare for the February 26, 
27, and 28 production of 
the Rodgers and Hammer-
stein hit. 

“South Pacific” includes 
a cast of thirty-three, an 
orchestra of six, numerous 
technicians, a full chorus, 
and features faculty chil-
dren Claire and Timothy 
O’Keeffe, who are students 
at St. Clare Walker and 
Middlesex Elementary.

Merridee Michelsen is 
pro ducer and director. 
Henry Selby is the musical 
director, Crystal 
Tucker-Oberlin is the choral 
di rector and Eric Thompson 
is the technical director. 

For free, reserved tick-
ets, call 758-2300 ext. 178. 
The box of fice staff will take reserva-
tions by phone or by email at mmc-

neal@christchurchschoolorg. 
The phones will be manned 
each week day from 3:30 
to 5 p.m. At other times, 
leave a message.

Tickets will be available 
for pick-up from the box 
office in the school’s post 
office lobby, beginning at 
7 p.m. the night of the 
play. Doors to the David 
and Wendy Charlton Fine 
Arts Center in Marston 
Hall open at 7:15 p.m.

Ticket holders will be 
guaran teed a seat, but the 
seating is open seating, not 
reserved. 

Guests who arrive for 
the per formance without 
a reservation will be able 
to get any remain ing tick-
ets on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

Reservations not picked 
up by 7:45  p.m. will be made available to 
pa trons on stand-by. 

Christchurch now accepting 
‘South Pacifi c’ reservations

Katelyn Stillman, the 
daughter of Dana and Terry 
Stillman of Kilmarnock, is 
featured in a poster 
pro moting the musical. 

■ Quilt guild forms
The fi rst meeting of a new quilt guild in 

Warsaw will be held on March 17 at the 
Warsaw Baptist Church at 10 a.m. Bring a 
basic sewing kit, show and tell, and lunch. 
For more information, call Sue Dollins at 
394-4506 or Joanne Forman at 529-7755.

Watermen’s museum to cast 
tales of Indians and fi shermen Births

The Taste You

Can’t R
esist!

FOR SALE
GREAT WICOMICO RIVER

OYSTERS
IN THE SHELL

For more information or orders call

804-580-2310
Delano Oyster Farm  •  Wicomico Church, Va.

Clean house with a classifi ed!

Find old friends
 at the 

Rivah Junction!
www.rrecord.com

“Elegance Redefined”
Special Events Showcase

Friday, March 26, 2004  •  5:30 - 9:00 pm
Beach Road Entertainment Hall • White Stone

and Events Will Be On Display

Sponsored By Rappahannock Rentals/Party Line
For More Information Call 804-435-8789

Exhibitors Register Early As Space Is Limited

“Let Us Help Plan Your Special Event”

Expertise In All Celebrations

Enjoy Complimentary Wine and Hors D’oevres
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In-home Massage
A Valentine’s Special
2-one hour massages Charlotte Baldwin

Certified Massage Therapist

Gift Certificates Available
(804) 758-2126 • Cell - (804) 695-4768

For Stress Reduction, Relaxation & Pain Relief

Gift Certificate♥

$100

JEWELRY
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

Above all other industrial and medical uses, gold
has enjoyed its finest glitter throughout the ages in its
ultimate form....fine jewelry. In fact, the wearing of gold
on the body may actually be mans’ oldest surviving
tradition.

Of all the world’s precious metals, only gold com-
bines the four basic characteristics that make it a uni-
versally treasured possession: lustrous beauty, rarity,
durability and ease of workability. See our many cus-
tom designs, or let us design a piece just for you!

x
o
x
o

Love

x
o
x
o

Love
Will you be our Valentine?

Winter store hours  Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:30  •  Sunday  10-4

- serious adorability -

A creative approach  to
home entertaining,
receptions & civic

functions.453-5574

Country
   Gourmet

Carolyn
        Scarbrough

rr repeatG

Affordable Elegant Catering
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����������������������������
Great buys from
 our $20 rack!
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Cyndy’s  Bynn
of course

Store Hours: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. • Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Latest Fashions • Decorative Home Accessories • Elegant and Fun Gifts

VIRGINIA ST., URBANNA • (804) 758-3756 • www.cyndysbynn.com

A collection of waterfowl prints 
is featured during Febru ary at 
Rappahannock Westmin ster-
Canterbury.

On timely display, and fore-
shadowing the 25th annual 
Rappahannock River Waterfowl 
Show, are the numbered prints 
that have been given away at the 
show over the course of its his-
tory. 

The collection belongs to the 
White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department, which sponsors and 
benefi ts from the show.

It was brought to RW-C by Wil-
liam and Pat Bruce, the show’s 
chairmen and founders. 

“Phil Cross, who was man ager 
of the Windmill Point Yacht Club 
at the time, asked if we’d put on 
a wildlife art show for the yacht 
club,” said P. Bruce of the show’s 
beginnings in 1980. 

“We tapped into friends we 

had in the wildfowl art circuit 
and planned a one-day show for 
March 1,” said P. Bruce. “We 
had 14 inches of snow. We were 
expecting about 35 exhibitors, 
and 18 made it.”

The event fl ourished, and in 
1984, to commemorate the 5th 
anniversary, prints by a selected 
artist of the year were given to 
spectators. The tradition contin-
ues, and this year’s featured artist 
is Art LeMay. A carving by W. 
Bruce also will be given as a door 
prize. 

The juried show has grown to 
85 to 90 artists and carvers from 
Vermont to Florida. 

The Rappahannock River 
Wa terfowl Show is March 20 and 
21 at the White Stone fi rehouse. 
Admission is $5, or $6 for a two-
day ticket.  Browsing at RW-C 
daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. is 
free. 

Club members from left are (seated) Pat Clawson, Peggy Wilson, 
Janet Cioppa, Linda Jennings; and (standing) Genny Chase, Jane 
Hughes, Barbara Ohanesian, Sue Woodard Page Carlson.

Floral design using modern 
containers, a tour of local gar-
dens, a design workshop, a fl ower 
show and a fund-raising event 
with David Pippin are a few of 
the events planned by the Kilmar-
nock Garden Club for 2004.

The executive committee and 
chairmen of various committees 
met recently at the home of club 
president Sue Woodard to dis cuss 

plans for the new year and review 
requirements for a schol arship to 
be awarded yearly. 

Club meetings resume in 
March with a luncheon and pro-
gram on “helpful hints” pre-
sented by Peggy Wilson. To fi nd 
out more about the Kil marnock 
Garden Club, call Woodard at 
438-5407 or Pat Clawson at 
462-0442. 

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Marsh 
were in Goochland County for 
the weekend visiting her sis ter, 
Mrs. Lee Turner. While there 
they attended a bridal shower 
for their granddaugh ter, Lind-
sey Crawford, whose wedding 
will be on March 13.

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Marsh 
attended services at Bon Air 
United Methodist Church on 
Sunday. It was “Scout” Sunday 
and their two grand sons, Robert 
Crawford and Steven Marsh, 
were partici pating in the ser-
vice.

Dr. Joe Shehigh of Virginia 
Intermont College in Bristol 
was here for the funeral ser-
vices last week of his grand-
mother, Mrs. Nettie Shehigh, 
who recently celebrated her 
103rd birthday.

Mrs. Ann Saunders McCarty 
of Vandenberg Air Force Base 
in California returned home 
last week after a 10-day visit 
with her mother, Mrs. Chandler 
Luckham, and Mr. Luckham. 
While here she en joyed attend-
ing the 50th wed ding anniver-
sary celebration of her uncle 
and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Hamp-
ton Lewis.

Marvin Dameron left on 
Sunday for his home in Lan-
tana, Fla. after spending a week 
with his mother, Mrs. Ruth 
Dameron, in Kilmarnock.

Mrs. Betty (Roland) Cov-
ington has been a patient at 
Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal since suffering a bro ken hip 
in a fall at her home last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Proctor 
vacationed last week in Vero 
Beach and Marathon, Fla.

Mrs. Helen Hoffman and 
Mrs. Larry Adams visited their 
friend, Keith Brown, in Vienna 
recently.

Mr. and Mrs. Ennis Wood 
were in Richmond one day 
this week to meet her daugh ter 
and granddaughter, Mrs. Janet 
Bridwell and Laura, to cele-
brate Mrs. Wood’s and Mrs. 
Bridwell’s birthday.

Norman and Anita Tadlock of 
Centreville spent several days 
last week with their mothers, 
Mrs. Mary Latane Tadlock in 
White Stone and Mrs. Lorena 
Conner in Lancaster.

Mrs. James Brown and 
daughter and granddaughter, 
Mrs. Stephen Mahoney and 
Josie Bett of Hampton were 
guests on Saturday of Mrs. 
Brown’s mother, Mrs. Mary 
Latane Tadlock.

Mr. Hal Hall is doing well 
since returning home from Rap-
pahannock General Hospital on 
Monday.

Garden club plans year 

Local
News

Waterfowl art takes fl ight
at RW-C during February

THE DANDELION
Irvington, Virginia

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 9:30 to 5:00 • 438-5194

Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

 Mid-winter Sale!

50% off!

Passion Pink, White, Lime -- Jelly Bags are in!

WHETHER 
YOU’RE IN LUST 

OR IN LOVE,
YOU’RE IN LUCK.

Our new flower shop has the 
perfect Valentine’s arrangement.

438-9999 ◆ Next to Trick Dog

HELP FOR THE 
INTIMACY-

CHALLENGED.
Our new flower shop can

help you express your emotions.

438-9999 ◆ Next to Trick Dog

Remember your friends 
on Valentine’s Day 

Valentine’s Day is a ro mantic 
holiday. A day when lovers 
around the world give choco-
lates and fancy cards to each 
other. 

The day is named after Saint 
Valentine, the patron saint of 
lovers, who was martyred Feb-
ruary 14, 269 A.D. Saint Val-
entine lived during the reign of 
Em peror Claudius II in Rome.

Claudius was an unpop ular 
and cruel ruler and as a re sult 
had a diffi cult time getting sol-
diers to join his armies. He was 
sure the reason was because 
Roman men did not want to 
leave their wives and families. 
So Claudius decided to outlaw 
all marriages and engagements. 

In spite of the cruel law, 
Saint Valen tine went on per-
forming marriage ceremonies in 
se cret. And, consequently, the 
kind priest was thrown in jail 
and sentenced to death. Before 
he was be headed, the priest 
wrote a note to the daughter 
of a prison guard thanking her 
for her friendship and loyalty. 
He signed the note “Love from 
your Valen tine.” 

That was in 269 A.D. More 
than 100 years later, in 496 
A.D., Pope Gela sius set aside 
February 14 to honor the patron 
saint and instituted the holiday 
of St. Valentine to replace a 
pa gan love feast of Luper calia 
which the Romans celebrated 
on February 15. From that day 
to this, Valentine’s Day has been 
surrounded with supersti tions 
and customs. 

According to one old su persti-
tion, if a woman saw a robin 
on Valentine’s Day, she would 
marry a sailor. If she saw a 
spar row, she would marry a 
poor man and be very happy. If 
she saw a goldfi nch, she would 
marry a millionaire. 

Flowers on Valentine’s Day 
appeared in 17th-cen tury 
France. And Britain’s Queen 
Victoria sent over 2,500 valen-
tines dur ing her reign.

But it was19-year-old Esther 
Howland who intro duced val-
entines in the United States. A 
contem porary of Emily Dick-
inson, Howland en joyed the 
an nual Valentine’s Day fes-
tivities as a student at Mount 
Holyoke Female Semi nary. 
Then after grad uating in 1847, 
she re ceived a beautiful valen-
tine from England. 

Howland came from a pros-
perous family, who owned a 
re tail stationery store. She 
imme diately spotted a business 
oppor tunity and began import-
ing pa per lace and fl oral deco-
rations from England to make 
valen tines. To her surprise, there 
was a big demand. An entre-
preneur at heart, Howland hired 
some of her friends to help.

She began advertis ing in 1850 
and sent sam ples to New York 
City with her brother. He came 
home with $5,000 in card 
orders, a huge sum at that time. 
In order to meet the demand, 
she set up an as sembly line in 
her father’s house.

Howland’s elegant valen tine’s 
cards were available to anyone. 
Her prices ranged from 5 cents 
to $50. Over the years, Howland 
built a thriving busi ness. When 
she sold the busi ness in 1881, 
her valentine’s card sales had 
reached $100,000 annu ally. 

After her death, she was called 
“The Mother of the American 
Valentine.” And the Greeting 
Card Associa tion created an 
an nual Es ther Howland Award. 
Be cause of Esther Howland, 
al most one billion Valen tine’s 
Day cards are ex changed each 
year.

How about you? Are you 
re membering your family and 
friends this Valentine’s Day with 
cards or choco lates? Or bet ter 
yet, follow the custom of the 
people in Finland, who cele-
brate Valentine’s Day by being 
espe cially nice to their friends.

Copyright 2004 Marie Snider

This side 
of 60

The Staff at the
Rappahannock Record
wish you
a very happy
Valentine’s Day!

You will
LOVE
the deals in the
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The George Washington Birth-
place National Monument will 
celebrate Washington’s birthday 
with events on February 15, 16 
and 22.

The Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution, Chantilly Chap-
ter, will celebrate the birthday 
with a wreath laying ceremony on 
Sunday, February 15, at 2:30 p.m.  
The event also will honor win-
ners of an annual essay contest 
for school children. Winners will 
go on to participate in a nation-
wide contest. The guest speaker, 
Michael Schoenenderger of Rich-
mond, a retired attorney, will make 
a presentation on the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition.

On Monday, February 16, Pres-
idents’ Day, celebrations continue 
with costumed volunteers and park 
staff in the Historic Area from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Volunteers 
will demonstrate colonial chores 
including hearth cooking, candle 
making, spinning and blacksmith-
ing. Monday will be a fee free 
day.

Also that day, the Rappahan-
nock Colonial Heritage Society 
will perform an 18th-century play 
and colonial dancing in the Visi-
tor Center on the half hour from 
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Other 
members of the group will per-
form skits and vignettes in the 
Memorial House throughout the 
afternoon.

A special ranger program also 
will be presented in the Visitor 
Center auditorium at 2 p.m. when 
ranger Dick Lahey will present a 
program “The Making of George 
Washington.”

Also on February 16, the George 
Washington Birthplace National 
Memorial Association will serve 
hot cider and gingerbread to the 

public at the Log House near the 
picnic area from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
This is the only time throughout 
the year that the Log House is 
open to the public, recalling its 
former tradition as a tea room.

On Sunday, February 22, George 
Washington’s Birthday, plantation 
activities will include hearth cook-
ing, candle making, spinning and 
blacksmithing. Ranger-led pro-
grams will be offered on the hour 
starting at 10 a.m. with the last pro-
gram at 4 p.m. Birthday cake and 
punch will be served at 1 p.m. in 
the Visitor Center. This also will be 
a fee free day.

George Washington Birthplace 
is on Popes Creek off Route 204 in 
Westmoreland County. The park 
is open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Birthplace to celebrate



^ 2/17^

Low 2:41 -0.1'
High 9:02 1.6'
Low 3:42 0.0'
High 9:20 1.3'

^ 2/18^

Low 3:43 -0.1'
High 9:59 1.7'
Low 4:35 -0.1'
High 10:15 1.4'

^ 2/19^

Low 4:40 -0.2'
High 10:50 1.7'
Low 5:22 -0.1'
High 11:06 1.5'

^ 2/20^

Low 5:32 -0.2'
High 11:37 1.7'
Low 6:06 -0.2'
High 11:53 1.5'

^ 2/17^

Moonrise 5:16
Sunrise 6:53
Moonset 2:39
Sunset 5:46

^ 2/18^

Moonrise 6:06
Sunrise 6:52
Moonset 3:52
Sunset 5:47

^ 2/19^

Moonrise 6:47
Sunrise 6:51
Moonset 5:04
Sunset 5:49

^ 2/20^

Sunrise 6:50
Moonrise 7:21
Sunset 5:50
Moonset 6:15

Tue 2/17

z
Wed 2/18

{
Thu 2/19

|
Fri 2/20

New - 4:19a

^ 2/13^

High 4:30 1.5'
Low 11:16 0.1'
High 4:49 1.2'
Low 11:18 0.0'

^ 2/14^

High 5:35 1.5'
Low 12:25 0.1'
High 5:56 1.1'

^ 2/15^

Low 12:23 0.0'
High 6:47 1.5'
Low 1:36 0.1'
High 7:08 1.1'

^ 2/16^

Low 1:33 0.0'
High 7:57 1.6'
Low 2:43 0.0'
High 8:17 1.2'

^ 2/13^

Moonrise 12:42
Sunrise 6:58
Moonset 10:59
Sunset 5:42

^ 2/14^

Moonrise 1:55
Sunrise 6:57
Moonset 11:40
Sunset 5:43

^ 2/15^

Moonrise 3:08
Sunrise 6:56
Moonset 12:30
Sunset 5:44

^ 2/16^

Moonrise 4:16
Sunrise 6:55
Moonset 1:30
Sunset 5:45

✵  RAPPAHANNOCK ALMANAC ✵

Fri 2/13

3rd Q. - 8:40V
Sat 2/14

w
Sun 2/15

x
Mon 2/16

y

© Brot

PM times are in boldface type.
Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.

© BenETech 2004 (tides@benetech.net)

Proof (delivered as .pdf file) Printed: 4/28/2003 Page: 44

White Stone/Grey’s Point Tides, Sun, & Moon – February, 2004

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

TAPPAHANNOCK • MECHANICSVILLE

Leroy’s Truck Caps, Inc.
VIRGINIA TRUCK ACCESSORIES

Your #1 Truck Accessory Store

804-443-0768                             1-800-800-2401

Anglers registered 7,201 tro-
phy-size fi sh for citation awards 
during the 46th Annual Virginia 
Saltwater Fishing Tournament, 
which ran from January 1 through 
December 31, 2003.

Patrick Lewis of Heathsville 
landed the top Spanish mackerel. 
Caught in the lower Potomac River, 
the fi sh weighed 7 lbs., 9 oz.

An impressive number of 
awards were earned despite 
abnormal weather patterns and 
fi sheries that were inconsis tent. 
Last winter was one of the coldest 
in many years, bringing most fi sh-
eries to a standstill. The excep-
tion was the development of an 
offshore fi shery for large black 
sea bass.

The pattern continued last 
spring with an abundance of cool, 
wet and windy weather. Water 
temperatures were slow to rise, 
many fi sh were slow to arrive in 
local waters, and citation numbers 
were trailing year-to-year com-
parisons by a substantial number 
at the end of May.

Last June inshore fi sheries, 
especially for red and black drum 
and spadefi sh, took off, but off-
shore fi sheries remained poor for 
most of the year.

By September, citation num-
bers were on a record pace, then 
Hurricane Isabel hit and many 
fi sheries did not recovery for 
three to four weeks. Late fall 
weather and fi sheries were excel-
lent, high lighted by a splendid 
run of big bluefi n tuna, which 
pro duced two new state records.

Black drum accounted for the 
largest number of citations 
among the 34 eligible species. 
The 945 black drum citations 
represented 13 percent of all 
awards. The spring run of black 
drum at the mouth of the Ches-
apeake Bay lasted almost eight 
weeks in 2003, approxi mately 
double its usual span, which was 
likely the result of cooler water 
temperatures dur ing the early 
summer.

Spade fi sh citations reached 
record levels with 288 cap tures 
and 634 releases, for a total of 
922 awards.

The cool water temperatures 
of the early summer produced 
a banner year for red drum 
with citation numbers reach ing 
806. The fi shery from late May 
through July at Middle Ground 
Shoals and off Fisherman’s Island 
was out standing.

In spite of a summer fl oun der 
fi shery most anglers felt was 
poorer than prior years, citation 
awards reached 755.

Four new state records were 
established during 2003. On June 
6, Eddie Surratt of Julian, N.C., 
captured a 357-pound bluefi n tuna 
off Virginia Beach. The record 

Anglers catch 7,201 citations
in Virginia saltwater tourney

Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament
Comparison Report

2002 & 2003
Species Entries 2003 Entries 2002
Amberjack 359 278
Black drum 945 178
Bluefish 44 20
Cobia 311 489
Crevalle Jack 4 96
Croaker 196 385
Dolphin 56 506
False Albacore 14 12
Flounder 755 572
Gray triggerfish 6 43
Gray trout 256 69
King Mackerel 4 4
Kingfish 11 13
Marlin, blue 23 123
Marlin, white 103 594
Pompano 37 4
Red Drum 806 385
Sailfish 1 34
Sea bass 277 73
Shark 44 31
Sheepshead 165 87
Spadefish 922 430
Spanish mackerel 4 4
Spearfish 2 2
Speckled trout 74 234
Spot 685 602
Striped bass 563 937
Swordfish 5 3
Tarpon 20 9
Tautog 330 419
Tuna, bluefin 132 129
Tuna, other 6 298
Wahoo 43 89
Total 7,201 7,155

was topped twice by fi sh caught 
at the Fingers off Virginia Beach, 
fi rst on November 5 by James 
C. Wright of Virginia Beach 
with a 393-pound bluefi n and 
on November 11 by E. K. Mor-
rison of Nags Head, N.C, with 
a bluefi n weighing 398 lbs., 8 
oz. On August 11, Melvin Bray 
of Dumfries set the state record 
for bigeye tuna with a 285 lb., 
12 oz. fi sh caught at the Norfolk 
Canyon.

Seventy-fi ve anglers regis tered 
at least six different species of 
fi sh for citation awards and quali-
fi ed as Virginia Expert Saltwater 
Anglers.

The Virginia Saltwater Fishing 
Tournament is oper ated by the 
Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission with funding provided 
by the Virginia Saltwater Recre-
ational Fishing License. Awards 
are made to anglers catching fi sh 
meeting estab lished weight cri-
teria in 23 species. In addition, 
awards for the catch and release 
of fi sh are available in 18 spe-
cies.

For more information, con tact 
Claude Bain at Virginia Saltwa-
ter Fishing Tournament, 968 S. 
Oriole Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 
23451; (757) 491-5160, or mrc-
swt@visi.net.

David Stables of Northumberland raises his hands to defend a shot by Lancaster’s Cavell Robin-
son, who loses control of the ball under the Devils basket. 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Lancaster’s varsity boys have 

just two more chances to break 
a winless Northern Neck District 
campaign. 

The Devils wrap up regular 
season play tomorrow night (Feb-
ruary 13) when they travel to 
Northumberland. 

Coming off three district losses 
last week, Lancaster is on an 
eight-game losing streak at 0-8 in 
the district and 2-14 overall. The 
Devils are currently in last place 
in the league and were sched-
uled earlier this week to play 
James Monroe, which re mains 
in second place despite a loss to 
Northumberland last week. 

Lancaster had its best shot at a 
win in recent weeks Fri day when 
the team blew a 17-point lead and 
lost to Rappa hannock, 50-46. 

The Devils jumped out to a 
14-5 lead in the fi rst quarter and 
led 30-15 at the half. An other 
fi eld goal to open the third put 
homestanding Lan caster up by 17 
points before the Devils allowed 
Rappa hannock to score 19 unan-
swered points and take a two-
point lead into the fi nal pe riod. 

Lancaster had 30 chances to 
score at the foul line but hit on 
just 16 of them. 

Cavell Robinson of Lan caster 
put up 16 points to lead all scor-
ers, while James Scott added 10. 

Jarod Scott, with 11 points, led 
nine scorers in a balanced attack 
for Rappahan nock. 
Northumberland 85
Lancaster 49

Nathaniel Payne scored 19 
points, including 10 in the fi rst 
quarter, to lead Northumberland 
in an 85-49 rout of Lancaster last 
Wednesday. 

Northumberland blew open the 
game early, increasing a fi ve-
point fi rst period lead to 19 by the 
half with a 22-8 run in the second 
quarter. 

Montey Carter added 15 points, 
Jonathan Veney 12 and David Sta-
bles 10 for the Indians, who held 
Lancaster to single-digit scoring 
in the second and third periods. 

Lancaster rallied on the back 
end, scoring 18 points in the 
fi nal eight minutes. Ge’Ron Wig-
gins scored 13 points as the only 
double digit scorer for the Devils. 
He did most of his work in the 
second half when he scored 10 
points. 

Essex 59
Lancaster 46

Essex stayed just a few points 
ahead of the Devils un til the 
fourth quarter last Tuesday when 
the Trojans mounted an 18-8 run 
and beat Lancaster, 59-46. 

Dexter Hickman of Essex 
posted a game-high 25 points. 
Mel Smith added 11 for the 
homestanding Trojans. 

Cavell Robinson led Lan caster 
with 13. 
Northumberland.. 11 22 17 27 -- 85
Lancaster............ 14 8 8 18 -- 48
Northumberland -- Blackstone 0, 
Sutton 6, Carter 15, Payne 19, Swift 
2, Webb 6, Gordon 9, Sta bles 10, 
Veney 12, Mitchell 2, Johnson 3. 
Three-point goals: Payne 3.
Lancaster -- G. Scott 5, Robinson 
5, Wiggins 13, Veney 8, J. Scott 5, 
Means 2, Lee 5, Armstrong 0, hall 0, 
Jones 6, Weeks 0. Three-point goals: 
G. Scott, J. Scott. 

Lancaster cagers need a win

Ge’Ron Wiggins of Lancaster dribbles by Northumber land’s 
Nathaniel Payne. 
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by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
With a trio of losses last week, 

the varsity Lady Devils fall to 0-8 
in the Northern Neck District and 
2-15 over all. 

Lancaster has just two more 
games remaining before the dis-
trict tournament begins and will 
wrap up the regular season tomor-
row night (February 13) against 
second-place Northumberland in 
Heathsville. 

The Indians had little trou ble 
getting by the Devils last week, 
whipping Lancaster by 49 points, 
74-25. 

Franchelle Sutton led a host of 
double digit scorers for visiting 
Northumberland. She scored 20 
points, includ ing 12 in the third 
period when the Indians went on 
a 31-6 run. Loren Messick added 
15 points, Shrina Sel don, 12, 
Monet Stevenson, 11 and Allison 
Cockrell, 10.

Lancaster was held to sin gle 

digit scoring in all four quarters 
and fi nished with three points in 
the fi nal pe riod. With 10 points, 
all in the fi rst half, Julia Bradley 
was the leading scorer for the 
Devils. 
Rappahannock 64
Lancaster 26

Jennie Packett and Mary Short 
scored two points less than Lan-
caster’s entire team Friday as the 
Raiderettes romped the Devils, 
64-26. 

Packett led all scorers with 19 
points while Short chipped in 15. 
Katie Webb added 12 for Rappa-
hannock, which more than dou-
bled its 27-10 halftime lead with 
a 24-5 run in the third. 

Ashley Henderson did al most 
all of the work for Lan caster, 
scoring 17 points. 
Essex 51
Lancaster 37

Arlice Baker stunned Lan caster 

with 13 of her game-high 21 
points in the opening minutes to 
lead Essex over the Devils, 51-37, 
last Tues day. 

Behind Baker’s success the 
homestanding Trojans jumped 
out to a 22-7 lead in the fi rst 
quarter. Essex opened and ended 
strong, scoring another 18 points 
in the fourth pe riod. 

Latoya Rich recorded 11 points 
for EHS. 

Bradley spread out 15 to lead 
Lancaster.
Northumberland..14 15 31 14 -- 74
Lancaster..............8 8 6 3 -- 25
Northumberland -- Messick 15, Diggs 
2, Stevenson 11, Sutton 20, Cockrell 
10, K. Messick 0, Thomas 2, Fulcher 
2, Seldon 12. Three-point goals: Mes-
sick 2, Cockrell 2, Seldon 2. 
Lancaster -- Saunders 0, Hen derson 
4, B. Smith 0, R. Smith 3, Brown 6, 
Robinson 2, Machner 0, Bradley 10. 
Three-point goals: R. Smith. 

Lady Devils struggling
in district basketball

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
The JV Lady Devils will vie 

for the Northern Neck District 
basketball champi onship next 
week. 

After picking up wins last 
week over Northumberland, 
Rappahannock and Essex, Lan-
caster improved to 7-1 in the 
district and 9-5 overall to secure 
a second-place fi nish in the reg-
ular season. 

Lancaster will play fi rst-place 
James Monroe in the ti tle game 
at Washington & Lee Friday, 
February 20, at 6:30 p.m.

The Devils end regular sea-
son play at home tomorrow 
night (February 13) against 
Northumberland. 

Rayna Randle scored eight 
points and Madison Smith six 
as Lancaster edged Rappa-
hannock, 24-22, Friday to cap 

last week’s  three-game se ries. 
Lancaster barely held on to 

a 16-12 halftime lead, scoring 
four points in each of the third 
and fourth quarters. 

With four points from Ebonee 
Taylor, the Raiderettes made a 
late-game comeback run that 
fell short. 

Taylor led all scorers with 10 
points. 

Miesha Wiggins paced the 

Devils with 17 points, in cluding 
14 in the second half, as 
Lancaster downed the Indi ans, 
37-26, last Wednesday in 
Heathsville. 

Wiggins scored fi ve points 
in the third period when Lan-
caster expanded its one-point 
halftime lead with an 11-5 run. 
Wiggins scored another nine 
in the fourth when the Devils 
scored another four unanswered 

points to secure the win. 
Sam Lewis put up 11 points 

to lead Northumber land. 
Katia Betts scored 10 of Lan-

caster’s 15 points in the fourth 
quarter to put the fi n ishing 
touches on a 41-39 comeback 
win over Essex. 

The Devils trailed by fi ve 
heading into the fi nal period 
when Betts led the rally. The 
Devils outscored the visiting 

Trojans, 15-10, in the last six
minutes.

Teresa Green led Essex with
10 points. 
Lancaster ........... 6 9 11 11 -- 37
Northumberland.. 6 8 5 7 -- 26
Lancaster -- Landers 4, Betts 8, 
Wiggins 17, M. Smith 4, Randle 4, 
Jones 0, Mason 0, T. Smith 4. 
Northumberland -- Sanders 2, 
Wilkins 1, Jones 6, Lewis 11, Baker 
2, Green 2, Levier 0, John son 2, 
Robertson 0.

JV Devils to play for district title

For Display, Classified & Directory
Advertising, Call 435-1701
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Don’t Get Caught in the Dark!
COMMONWEALTH TRAILER SALES

12,000 watts, 50 amps, 20 hp. Honda
motor, electric start, two-wheel dolly kit,

lifting eye, fuel guage.

Get more value for your money!

Winco Since 1927     804-737-2500  •  FAX 804-737-4814
15 Lumber Drive, Sandston, VA 23150

Generators
Model # WL12000HE

Retail Price $3,540.00
FEBRUARY SPECIAL

$2,995.00
5K-12K Watts in Stock Also-call

for pricing
DELIVERY AVAILABLE!!!!

Closest Marina to the Bay !

Boat Slips
          • Covered
                   • Uncovered

Call Now
before boating

season starts!

804-580-7292
Ingram Bay Marina

        Limited number
             Available

JIM’S
GYM

52 S. Main St.

Kilmarnock

436-0202 • 435-4074

Financing Available!

“Learn More and Price 
Buildings Online at:” 
LESTERBUILDINGS.COM

Your local Lester rep:
Tom White @ 804-399-2581
Richmond, VA
800-826-4439

Taking Reliability to the Extreme
Since 1947

B U I L D I N G
BLITZ•ZARD

SALE

*6% to 9% material discount depending on building type. Delivery by
5/28/04 required. See Lester rep or lesterbuildings.com for details.

Suburban-Hobby | Ag Utility | Commercial | Livestock | Equestrian

Now through January 31,
2004, take up to 9% off
almost* every high-quality,
best value Lester building! 

JANUARY
UP 
TO 9%
DISCOUNT

Marine ConstructionMarine ConstructionMarine ConstructionMarine ConstructionMarine Construction
DOCKS • BULKHEADING • JETTIES • BOATHOUSES

RIP RAP • BACKHOE WORK • LOT CLEARING

FREE ESTIMATES AND PERMIT DRAWINGS
L.D. Barnes

P.O. Box 213, White Stone, Virginia 22578
Office: (804) 435-6097  •  Home: (804) 435-3016

25 Years in Business
We Aim To Please

CONSTRUCTION
NICE

William Meyer 703-851-8855

3887 Old Buckingham Rd., Suite 3, Powhatan, VA 23139

Larry Nice 804-598-6237
(cell) 804-337-2587

Richmond Camping

RV EXPO

Richmond Raceway Complex
600 E. Laburnum Avenue

See motorhomes, travel
trailers, 5th wheels, park

models, vans, tent campers.
Talk to experts about
insurance, financing,

campgrounds, resorts.

Info: 804-425-6556 or
richmondrvexpo.com

Free Parking

Adults $7; Ages 6 to 16 $2;
Ages 5 and under Free

Fri.  Noon to 9 pm; Sat. 10 am to 8 pm;
Sun. 10 am to 5 pm

20 Dealers

Take a
vacation

every
weekend!

Feb. 13 - 15

Murphy Seed Service, Inc.
5005 Cople Highway • Mt. Holly, VA 22524

804-472-2755

Beat the Spring Rush!
Let us service your

lawn equipment now while
prices are low

and lines are short!
Call Ed or visit us at

The Hummel Field Compos ite 
Squadron Civil Air Patrol (CAP), 
an auxiliary of the U. S. Air Force, 
is seeking new mem bers to support 
local area emer gency services, cadet 
programs and aerospace education.

Cadet program membership is 
available to boys and girls ages 12 
to 18. Senior membership is avail-
able to adults ages 18 and over.

Cadet programs provide members 
with aerospace educa tion, training 
in leadership and citizenship skills 
and offer op portunities to obtain 
college scholarships. Cadets may 
serve as ground team members in 
emergency services missions. Emer-
gency services include search and 
rescue, disaster recov ery and home-
land security. The squadron will also 
be working to establish a mounted 
(horseback) search and rescue unit.

Training will begin in March. 
Previous experience is not re quired. 
Interested youth and se niors should 
contact LT F. Bernhardt at 435-6078 
or LT Brian Landers at 785-9622. 
Meetings are held twice a month 
at Christchurch School. As soon as 
facilities are completed at Hummel 
Airport in Topping, meetings will 
be held there.

CAP unit
seeks new
members

Boating courses under way
Mervin and Edith Withers (left), two of 13 graduates of the 
recent United States Power Squadron Boat Smart course, 
receive certifi cates of completion from Northern Neck 
commander Dave Cook. Most of the 13 will con tinue their 
education on February 21 and 28 with Chart Smart, a 
navigation program that completes the entry level boating 
course. To register, call Anne Wolski at 453-5903.

Romantic Moments
Dreary, rainy days make me 

restless and cross; sunshine, like 
a magnet, invites me to an ener-
gizing walk on the farm with 
The Man I Married. Ribbons of 
snow still in shady spots tempt 
me to throw a snowball at him. 
He laughs. As 
we walk on, he 
holds my hand. 
I tell him I’m 
warmer now. 
He says it’s nice 
to hold hands. I 
agree.

A “roman-
tic” scene in 
nature comes 
from Eric Corn-
well at Coles’ 
Point. Eric is 
especially fond 
of purple mar-
tins, and has 
had birdhouses for colonies of 
them for many years. One 
summer a storm blew down a 
large active house mounted on 
his pier. When he went out to 
repair the damage, he began by 
prying off the roof, whereupon 
a bird trapped in her nest fl ew 
out. 

Unfortunately, the frightened, 

weak bird landed in the water. 
Immediately two martins patrol-
ling the shore swooped in, set-
tled, one on each side of their 
troubled neighbor, and brought 
her back to safety over land.

Presently, despite the still-cold 
winter, many birds are preparing 

for mating 
season. This week 
I’ve heard a wren, 
cardinal and 
chickadee sing-
ing, as well as the 
local red-shoul-
dered hawk call-
ing to his mate. 
To our surprise, 
one day as we 
drove into our 
lane, we saw the 
pair of hawks cir-
cling over and 
landing on limbs 
in the same tree, 
but 20 feet apart. 

We watched them until one fl ew 
off and the other followed. This 
behavior is hardly romantic, but 
is consistent with the early nest-
ing habits of all hawks. Serious 
breeding may be weeks away, but 
the certainty of nature’s changes 
is nice to remember.

Happy Valentine’s day!

WINDOW

ON WILDLIFE
by Joyce Fitchett Russell

Ladies League
The second half of the Ladies 

League season began with Callis 
Seafood winning three games against 
Yeatman’s Forklift. For Callis, Gayle 
Conrad bowled a 331 set with games 
of 107, 111 and 113. Donna Thomas 
rolled a 329 set with games of 103, 
108 and 118. Sharon Price had a 106 
game. Mary Savalina rolled games of 
101 and 107 and Lillian Potter bowled 
a game of 106. For Yeatman’s, Wendy 
Newsome rolled a 306 set with games 
of 103 and 111. Clara Yeatman had a 
303 set with games of 100 and 128. 
Gladys Sisson rolled a 100 game.

Young Country won two games 
against Northern Neck Surgical 
Supply when Linda Lake bowled a 
327 set with games of 113 and 121. 
Cathy Savalina rolled a 310 set with a 
117 game. Theresa Davis had a 302 

Mixed League
The Thunder Hammers won three 

games against All in Fun when Joe 
Carlson bowled a 145 game in a 368 
set. Harry Donavon had a 116 game. 
Julia George rolled a 104 game and 
Elsie Rose had a game of 98. For All 
in Fun, Marie Piccard bowled a 322 
set. Millie Dawson rolled a 104 game 
and Elsie Henderson a 102 game.

Woodie’s Angels won three games 
against the Untouchables when The-
resa Davis bowled a 359 set. Betty 
Steffey had a 334 set, Beverly Benson 
a 327 set and Woodie Evans a 320 
set. For the Untouchables, Kenny Kent 
bowled a 147 game in a 379 set. 
Pat Harris had a 319 set and Garnett 
Harris rolled a 115 game.

Linda Lake led the Pin Busters in 
winning two games against the Put 
to Gathers when she bowled a 143 
game in a 361 set. Archie Lake had a 
350 set and JoAnn Paulette rolled a 
349 set. For the Put to Gathers, Donna 
O’Bier bowled a 306 set. Robert Pic-
card had a 116 game and Danielle 
Savalina a 99 game.

High average: Theresa Davis and 
Kenny Kent, 112; Woodie Evans, Gar-
nett Harris and John Forrester, 111; 
Archie Lake, 110; Betty Steffey, 109.

Standings
 W L
Thunder Hammers 5 1
Pin Busters 4 2
Woodie’s Angels 4 2
Untouchables 3 3
Put to Gathers 2 4
All in Fun 0 6

Men’s League
On February 5, Evans Bowling 

Center won three games and lost one 
against D&L Marine Construction. For 
Evans, Johnny Evans had the high 
set of the week of 377 with games 
of 131, 127 and 119. John Forrester 
bowled games of 118, 116 and 133 
in a 367 set. Woodie Evans rolled 
games of 119 and 138 in a 361 set. 
Bunks Mitchell had a 118 game. For 
D&L, Steve Hinson had the high set 
of 327 with a 112 game. Doug Hund-
ley bowled a 136 game and Mark 
Obsharsky a 133 game.

H&W Painting won four games 
against Cap’n John’s. For H&W, Bill 
Hendershot had the high set of 359 
with a 140 game. Dusty Hendershot 
bowled a 124 game in a 344 set. 
Clay Gill rolled a 125 game. For 
Cap’n John’s, Ernie George had the 
high set of 340 with a 129 game. 
Joe Hinson bowled a 109 game and 
Benny Balderson a game of 102.

The Oak’s Restaurant won three 
games and lost one against Lenny’s 
Auto Repair. For The Oaks, Lee Gill 
had the high set of 356 with games of 
138 and 125. Bob Huff bowled a 125 
game, John Hollowell a 121 game 
and Louis Coates had a 119 game. 
For Lenny’s, Curly Lewis had the high 
set of 339 with games of 122 and 
129. Steve Edwards rolled a game 
of 113 and Lenny Dawson had a 91 
game.

High game: Lee Gill, 161; Wayne 
Candry, 158; Lacy Rose, 148; John 
Forrester, 147; Bill Hendershot, 140.

High set: Lacy Rose, 408; Wayne 
Candry and Lee Gill, 400; John For-
rester and Woodie Evans, 367; Louis 
Coates, 365.

High team game: The Oaks, 512; 
Evans, 506; H&W, 484; Lenny’s, 478; 
D&L, 475; Cap’n John’s, 439.

High team set: The Oaks, 1,456; 
Evans, 1,429; D&L, 1,365; H&W, 
1,355; Lenny’s, 1,326; Cap’n John’s, 
1,264.

Standings
 W L
The Oaks Restaurant 13 13
Evans Bowling Center 10 6
D&L Marine Const. 8 8
H&W Painting 8 8
Lenny’s Auto Repair 5 11
Cap’n John’s 4 12

set with a game of 105. JoAnne Pau-
lette bowled a 113 game. Janie With-
ers rolled a game of 108. For N.N. 
Surgical, Betty Steffey had a 310 set 
with games of 105 and 111. Elsie 
Rose bowled a 309 set with games 
of 109 and 113.  Terry Stillman had 
a 300 set with a game of 110. Bev 
Benson rolled a game of 105.

Cap’n Red’s Seafood won three 
games against R. P. Waller when Alma 
George bowled a 337 set with games 
of 107, 114 and 116. Elsie Hender-
son rolled a 305 set with a game of 
132. Millie Faulkner had a game of 
108 and Anna Luckham rolled a 100 
game. For R. P. Waller, Bea Hodges 
bowled games of 102 and 107. Ilva 
Jett had a 114 game.

Lively Oaks Girls won three games 
against J. C. Marsh when Nancy 
Carter bowled a 363 set with games 
of 105, 118 and 140. Becky Thrift 
rolled a 111 game and Jean Reynolds 
had a game of 104. For J. C. Marsh, 
Vicki White bowled a 101 game and 
Marie Piccard had a 102 game.

High average: Lynn Gordon and 
Theresa Davis, 112; Donna Thomas, 
110.

Standings
 W L
Callis Seafood 3 0
Lively Oaks Girls 3 0
Cap’n Red’s 3 0
Young Country 2 1
N.N. Surgical 1 2
Yeatmans Forklift 0 3
J.C. Marsh 0 3
R. P. Waller 0 3

Bowling Results

To Place Your Ad
Call 435-1701

■ Teen dance scheduled
A teen dance with a disc jockey 

will be held Saturday, February 
14, at Dream  Fields near Kilmar-
nock from 7 to 10 p.m.

The $5 tick ets may be pur-
chased at All Seasons Travel, 
the Lower Northern Neck Fam ily 
YMCA, Willaby’s, from a dance 
team member, or at the door.  

Sports Shorts

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
After losing three Northern 

Neck District basketball games 
last week, chances are slim the 
Lancaster JV boys will make a 
post-season ap pearance. 

The Devils fell to 3-5 in 
the district and 7-6 overall 
with losses to Northumber land, 
Essex and Rappahan nock. Only 
the top two JV teams advance 
to the tourna ment championship 
on March 21 at 6 p.m. at Lan-
caster. 

The Devils have two regu lar 
season games remaining, 
against James Monroe and Nor-
thumberland. They host the 
Indians tomorrow night (Febru-
ary 13) at 8 p.m.

Tim Johnson and Malcolm 
Brooks combined for 40 points 
as Rappahannock de feated Lan-
caster, 60-43, last Friday. John-
son led all scor ers with 26 points 
and Brooks added 14. The Raid-
ers also got an 11-point effort 
from Grayson Pierce. 

The Devils spent the game 
playing catch-up after falling 
behind 13-7 in the fi rst quar ter. 
Andre Henderson kept the 
Devils alive in the second quar-
ter with 11 of his 16 points. He 
hit three treys in the period and 
fi nished with four to lead the 
LHS scorers. Curtis Henderson 
chipped in 10. 
Northumberland 40
Lancaster 36

Northumberland outscored Lan-
caster 11-6 in the fi nal minutes last 
Wednesday to squeak by the visit-
ing Devils, 40-36. 

Kyle Jones and Tony Starks 
scored four points each for the Indi-
ans in the fourth quarter as Nor-
thumberland se cured the win. 

The two teams were locked at 
21 at the half and Northumberland 
trailed by one, 30-29, going into the 
fi  nal period. 

Starks fi nished with nine points 
and Jones had eight to lead the Indi-
ans. 

C. Henderson scored 16 points to 
pace the Devils in a losing effort. 

JV Devils fall
to 3-5 in district 

Essex 47
Lancaster 43

Marian Holmes scored 15 points 
to lead Essex in a 47-43 edging of 
Lancaster last Tuesday. Holmes did 
most of his damage in the second 
half, putting up 12 points in the fi nal 
two quarters. 

Jason Alexander spread out 13 
points, scoring seven in the fi nal 
period when Essex outscored home-
standing Lan caster, 22-7. 

Trevor Henderson and C. Hen-
derson led a balanced scor ing effort 
for Lancaster with nine points each. 
The Devils got points from 10 play-
ers.
Northumberland..8 13 29 11 -- 40
Lancaster............6 15 9 6 -- 36
Northumberland -- Boyd 2, Sey-
mor 2, Jones 8, Starks 9, Rich 
5, Green 0, Brunt 6, Thomas 2, 
Parker 6. Three-point goals: Brunt 
2, Parker. 
Lancaster -- Saunders 6, A. Hen-
derson 5, Laws 0, George 0, 
C. Henderson 16, Laws 0, T. 
Hen derson, Wilson 0, Jones 2, 
Williams 2. Three-point goals: 
Saunders 2. 

Four-and-a-half tables of 
bridge were in play February 4 
at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury.

Winners north/south were 
first, Cynthia Birdsall and 
Arden Durham; and second, 
Norma Drinnon and Barbara 
Hubbard.

Winners east/west were 
Grace Nagel and Marion Shan-
non; and second, Jane Hughes 
and Tot Winstead.

The next bridge for this 
group is March 3 at 1 p.m.

Seven tables of bridge were 
in play January 29 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country 
Club.

Winners north/south were 
first, Babs Murphy and Bev 
Oren; second, Cynthia Birdsall 
and Jane Hughes; and third, 
Kay and Les Inskeep.

Winners east/west were first, 
Audrey Saunders and Joan 
May; second, Grace Nagel and 
Iris Panzetta; and third, Mari-
lyn Reed and Betsy Heller.

Four-and-a-half tables of 
du plicate bridge were in play 
February 3 at the Woman’s 
Club of Lancaster.

Winners with nine pairs in 
the Howell Movemnet were 
first, Ilva Doggett and Jane 
Hughes; second, Mary 
Andrews and Barbara Hub-
bard; and third, Peggy Dent 
and Terry Taylor.

The next bridge for this 
group is February 17 at 1 p.m. 

Six tables of bridge were in 
play February 5 at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club.

Winners north/south were 
first, Les and Kay Inskeep; 
second, Arden Durham and 
Jane Hughes; and third, Bar-
bara Hubbard and Norma Drin-
non.

Winners east/west were first, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Betty 
Thornton; second, Grace Nagel 
and Iris Panzetta; and third, 
Marilyn Reed and Audrey 
Saunders.

The next bridge for this 
group is February 26.

Twenty tables of bridge were 
in play at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone sandwich bridge 
on February 6. 

Peg Stone, hostess chairman, 
along with her committee of 
Rhonnie Kerr, Mildred Chris-
tensen, Doug Payne, Gwen 
Gal liher, Martha Morrison and 
Mary-Nivin Stover, helped pre-
pare and serve the luncheon. 

Virginia Harris won the door 
prize. 

Barbara Bernhardt and Dolly 
Abel tied for first-place 
honors. 

Sandwich bridge is held the 
first Friday of every month at 
the clubhouse in White Stone. 
Call Carolyn Reed at 435-6207 
to place a reservation for the 
next sandwich bridge on March 
5. 

Bridge Results

Find out What’s Happening.

Read the Record

Varsity boys basketball
Northumberland 85, 
Lancaster 49
Rappahannock 50, Lancaster 
46
Essex 59, Lancaster 46
JV boys basketball 
Rappahannock 60, Lancaster 
43
Essex 47, Lancaster 43
Northumberland 40, 
Lancaster 36
Varsity girls basketball
Northumberland 74, 
Lancaster 25
Rappahannock 64, Lancaster 
26
Essex 51, Lancaster 37
JV girls basketball
Lancaster 37, Northumber-
land 26
Lancaster 41, Essex 39
Lancaster 24, Rappahannock 
22

—Upcoming—
Varsity basketball
(Girls games begin at 6 
p.m., boys games immediately 
follow)

February 13:
Lancaster at Northumberland
Rappahannock at Essex
James Monroe at W&L
JV basketball
(Girls games begin at 6 
p.m., boys games immediately 
follow)
Northern Neck District Tour-
naments
Boys at Lancaster High 
School
February 17, First round;
February 19, Semifi nals at 
6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.;
February 21,
JV championship 6:30 p.m., 
varsity fi nal 8:30 p.m.
Girls at Washington & Lee 
High School
February 16, First round;
February 18, Semifi nals at 
6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.;
February 20,
JV championship at 6:30 p.m., 
varsity at 8 p.m.
Wrestling
February 13:
Northumberland, Arcadia and 
York at Lancaster Quad, 6 
p.m.

Scoreboard
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presented by

Richmond

Boat Show

Info: 804-425-6556 or
richmondboatshow.com

16th Annual

Free Parking

Adults $7; Ages 6 to 16 $2;
Ages 5 and under Free

  Thurs. & Fri. 2 - 9 pm;
Sat. 10 am - 8 pm
Sun. 10 am - 5 pm

More than100 booths
of marinas, parts, acccessories

600 E. Laburnum Avenue

Runabouts • Motor Yachts
Bass Boats • Pontoons
Saltwater Boats • PWC
Jet Boats • Deck Boats

Ski Boats

Richmond Raceway Complex
Feb. 19 - 22

Come and see
Twiggy, the
water-skiing

squirrel

40
Dealers

www.mcginneschevy.com

Free State Inspections & Half
Price Oil Changes on All New
& Used Vehicles as long as
you Own the Vehicle.

M-F: 9-6pm, Sat: 9-2pmOur Service Department
is open from 8 a.m.

to 12 p.m. on Saturdays.
Call Dave, Ray or Brad

for an appointment

538 N. Main Street  •  Kilmarnock, VA 22482 • 804-435-1666 • Fax  804-435-2070 •  800-331-0822

SUPPORT SCOUTING
ON THE

NORTHERN NECK
ENTER THE CORPORATE

PINE WOOD DERBY,

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
AT MCGINNES CHEVROLET BUICK

OPEN TO COMPANIES AND DADS

Call John Bowditch at McGinnes
Chevrolet Buick  435-1666 or
Sam Bridgeman  453-5806 to

purchase your Pine wood Derby kits

Winner will race against the winner
of the Scout Pinewood Derby.

Pool Side
in Kilmarnock

IS GETTING READY
FOR A NEW SEASON

Our showroom above ground pool
is for sale for an unbeatable

PRICE OF $595

Includes Pool & Liner, Pump,
Filter and Ladder

Only One Available!!!
Chesapeake Commons Center

       436-9618

P.O. BOX 75 • HALLIEFORD, VA 23068
(804)725-1919

Wallpaper 
Hanging & Removal

ARL
JOHNSON

PRO F E S S I O NA L WA L LC OV E R I N G

Thousands of rolls of experience
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Check Out These Sweetheart Specials . . .

30
%off!

Oysters

Don’t forget

our Dips!

Cap’n Red’s
Seafood

804-435-9070

N. Main St., Kilmarnock
(behind Texaco Station)

qts.

$11.95

All 5 lb. bags of
Gulf Shrimp♥

♥♥

Hurry For Best Selection
Clearance Sale

702 Church Ln.
Tappahannock , Va.
804-445-0026

Hurry!
Supplies Limited

Display Sale
Save $200 off already low sale prices of

display gas fireplaces with cabinet or $100 off
any woodstoves on display.

The Northern Neck/Middle Pen-
insula Chapter of the Virginia Aero-
nautical Historical Society will meet 
at noon on February 19 at the Pilot 
House in Topping.

The guest speaker is Willard 
Bischoff, treasurer of the Williams-
burg Chapter of the VAHS. He 
will tell his expe riences as a design 
engineer and project manager at 
Grumman Aircraft and Engineering  
Corp.

The luncheon meeting is open to 
the public.

Aeronautical 
group to meet 
February 19

According to the Depart-
ment of Game and Inland 
Fisheries, Virginia recorded 21 
boating fa talities resulting 
from 19 sepa rate incidents 
during 2003.

The youngest victim was 18 
years old and the oldest was 
70. Not one of the individuals 
was wearing a personal floata-
tion device (PFD) at the time 
of death.

Additionally, although many 
of the boats were required by 
law to carry a Type IV throw-
able PFD (seat cushion or ring 
buoy), this important piece of 
safety gear was not on board.

Rivers claimed 12 of the 
21 victims. Small boats, under 
six teen feet, were involved in 
63 percent of the incidents, 
includ ing four canoes and a 
raft. 

According to a nation-wide 
profile of a typical U.S. boat-
ing fatality, someone not wear-
ing a life jacket falls overboard 
and drowns; a boat capsizes 
and someone drowns; or a 
boat strikes another boat or 
fixed ob ject and occupants are 
fatally in jured or drown due 
to injuries. Alcohol is involved 
in about a third of all boating 
accidents.

Most accidents are pre-
ventable, notes the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. Sixty-three 
percent are attributed to human 
error, 4 percent to equipment 
and 33 percent to the environ-
ment. Even most environment 
and equipment problems could 
be prevented through recogniz-
ing the warning signs, making 

bet ter judgments, having better 
boating skills and maintaining 
equipment in better condition. 

Statistics also show that the 
chances of being a victim of 
a boating accident are four to 
five times less among those 
who have taken a safe boating 
course. 

Flotilla 3-10 offers several 
safe boating courses. Call 
529-6886 for a schedule. Call 
529-6039 to become a member 
of the Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Among the fatal accidents, 
three occurred locally.

In March 2003, two canoe-
ists floating the Rappahannock 
River hit a rock and capsized. 
The survivor was wearing a 
PFD and swam to shore. The 
victim was not wearing a PFD 
and subsequently drowned.

In June 2003, a15-foot boat 
was heading to shore in the Cor-
rotoman River to avoid rough 
sea conditions when it hit a 
wave, tipped up and ejected 
both occupants into the water. 
Al though there were 4 Type II 
and 1 Type IV PFDs on board, 
none were used. A 29-year-old 
pas senger drowned.

In December 2003, two 
18-year-old males decided to 
canoe across the Rappahan-
nock from Middlesex to Lan-
caster. The ca noe overturned 
and they man aged to get back 
into the canoe. They had lost 
their paddles, but made it to 
shore.  The survivor went 
inside, lost consciousness and 
in the morning found his friend 
in the sunken canoe just off the 
shore, dead.

21 boating fatalities
reported in Virginia

From left, the Lady Seahorses are (kneeling) Courtney Faudree, Kaitlin Evans, Sydney Harris; 
(standing) Jessie Shields, Dryden Epstein, Lauren Bowles, Taylor Harris, Lynn Pettyjohn, Jessica 
Motley, Alexandra Longest, Kaitlin Edwards, Ann-Gordon Bennett, Olivia Clark and coach Kim 
Olsen.

Girls basketball
The JV team’s loss to Amelia 

Academy, 37-15, was avenged 
by the varsity in a 61-4 slaugh-
ter on February 9.

Lady Seahorses Courtney 
Faudree led all players with 25 
points, 9 rebounds and 6 steals. 
Guard Taylor Harris drove in 
and out of the lane all night, 
scoring 14 points.  

Other Christchurch players 
with significant contributions 
in the winning effort were 

Jessie Shields with 10 points 
and 7 as sists; Ann-Gordon 
Bennett with 6 points and 7 
rebounds; and Kaitlin Evans, 
Olivia Clark and Kaitlin 
Edwards, with 2 points each.

 
Wrestling

Oak Ridge Military Acad-
emy on February 6 beat Christ-
church 36-35. 

The Seahorses tied the match 
36-36. However, a team point 
was deducted at the conclusion 

of the match when one  team 
member was penalized with an 
improper uniform penalty. 

Posting wins for Christchurch 
were: 112-Russ Trione, 
125–Andrew Carver, 152–Chase 
Monday (PIN), 160–Scott 
Lowry, 189–Andy Wilson and 
275–Ross Patchin (PIN). 

The team competes next in 
the Virginia Prep League Tour-
nament at Norfolk Academy on 
Saturday, February 14. Starting 
time is 10 a.m. 

Seahorse Roundup

As ball teams across the 
re gion prepare for spring train-
ing, the professional helpers at 
The Haven in Warsaw are look-
ing to expand their ranks with 
rookies and experienced volun-
teers.

The Haven is a private, non-
profit organization providing 
shelter and counseling for vic-
tims of domestic violence, sex-
ual assault and stalking in the 
Northern Neck.

Volunteers, from teenagers to 
golden-agers, can help support 
Haven programs in activities 
ranging from clerical duties 
to public education to emer-
gency services for families in 
crisis. Free training is pro-
vided, and all types of volun-
teers are needed.

To volunteer, call community 
relations coordinator Tina Pol-
lard, at 333-1099. 

Haven to start
spring training

Chip Bailey of Batter Up 
Training Center in Richmond 
will conduct a one-day fast 
pitch softball hitting clinic at 
the Northumberland High 
School gym on February 29.

Part one will feature Hitting 
and Bunting Fundamentals for 
girls ages 7 to 12 at 1 p.m. 
Part two is for girls 12 to 18 
at 3:30 p.m. and will cover 
deal ing with common hitting 
prob lems using creative hitting 
drills.

The fee is $25 per session 
with $10 off for each addi-
tional child. To sign up, con tact 
Debra Herrington at 580-5192 
or 443-4719. Chip Bailey may 
be contacted at 288-6548 or at 
coachbailee@cs.com.

NHS to host
hitting clinic

THE RECORD ONLINE
www.rrecord.com

For the most

complete sports

coverage in

Lancaster and

Northumberland

Counties,

follow the

Rappahannock
Record

Kilmarnock, VA
804-435-1701

www.rrecord.com

Nifty! Nifty! Nifty!
Guess who’s turning Fifty?

The 15th will be COLOSSAL!
Hen-e-boy’s now a FOSSIL!

Happy Birthday!
We love you,

Lena, Cabell & Skylar



When Disaster Strikes,
Don’t Dispair

Call King’s!
Serving the counties of Essex,
Northumberland, Lancaster,
Westmoreland, Richmond and
Middlesex.

In business 28 years, providing
expert service on your water dam-
age and fire/soot damage claims.

IICRC Certified Master Cleaners
& Restorers on staff. State-of-the-
art extraction & drying equipment.
Remember our carpet cleaning
and air duct cleaning services.

King’s
Cleaning
Service

(804) 529-7697
(804) 828-4398

Voted the
“Best Cleaning Service”

in our region for the
past 4 years!
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Madame Sanford is
drinking her potion!
Hope some will be

left for her patrons!
Inquire at Heads Up!

�Happy Birthday from the
gang at Heads Up�

signed a blank check,” Smith 
said.

The board loaned the library 
$36,000 to continue its project.

Mudd recounted several of his 
favorite stories, gleaned from the 
pages of the history book.

In 1910, Lancaster County 
had a population of 10,000 peo-
ple, he said. At that time, the 
county had one sheriff and one 
constable. Almost 100 years 
later, the population has grown 
to 11,000 people. But, the 
county now has one sheriff and 
37 deputies. 

What, Mudd wondered, are 
the people of Lancaster doing 
now that they didn’t do then?

If anyone thought that Hurri-
cane Isabel was bad, they should 
read about the August storm of 
1933 when the water rose so fast 
that Dameron Store couldn’t 
move its merchandise in time, 
he said. The next day all the 
la bels were washed off and the 
store keepers couldn’t tell the 
beans from the tomatoes.

There are two versions of 
the battle at Pop Castle, Mudd 
said, depending on how recently 
you’ve moved here from the 
north. But, in the mind of 
the man (Mudd) who currently 
owns the historic residence, the 
tales are not “legendary” or 
“alleged.” 

“My research tells me it was 
one of the key engagements of 
the Civil War, almost as impor-
tant as Gettysburg,” Mudd said.

Commenting on the volun teers 
who directed the book’s publi-

and businesses could in crease.
“If something isn’t done and 

the capacity isn’t reached, they’re 
defi nitely going to go up,” said 
town attorney P. Christian Stamm 
Jr.

However, a project like the 
Golden Eagle could suffi ciently 
boost water and sewer revenues.

“Perhaps if this happens, you 
won’t see it (the service rate) go 
up,” added Stamm.

The water and sewer fees for 
the Golden Eagle would be one-
and-one-half times the town rate, 
which is the code standard for 
supplying service outside of the 
town limits, said Stamm.

New Tides LLC engineering 
consultant Donald Caskie of the 
Bay Design Group said he antic-
ipates the service needs at 40,000 
to 50,000 gpd due to the likeli-
hood that most residents of the 
development would live there 
only part-time. He said the res-
taurant in the development would 
also be serviced by Kil marnock 
water and sewer, but golf course 
irrigation would not be.

The developers would bear the 
cost of infrastructure needed to 
connect with the town’s water 
and sewer lines at locations 
de termined by the town. 

Caskie said the Kilmarnock 
service is the preferred option 
for the Golden Eagle develop-
ment, which is set for rezoning 
and master plan consideration by 
the Lancaster planning commis-
sion on February 19 at 7 p.m. 
in the Lancaster general district 
court room. 
Water well supply

Councilman Paul Jones asked 
whether the state permit ending 
this month for the Church Street 
well would affect the town’s abil-
ity to pump a maxi mum of one-
million gpd from the town’s three 
wells.

Director of public works James 

funded and in sured. The doctors 
could still provide routine pre-
natal exams but if the hospital 
obstetric unit closes they could 
not deliver ba bies at RGH. 

Since it is unable to turn 
ex pectant mothers away legally, 
the hospital will likely deliver 
babies in its emergency room.

Dr. Carpenter said that be cause 
of increased standards of care, 
specialists such as neona tologists 
are becoming a re quired addition 
to maternity units. Smaller hos-
pitals are held to the same stan-
dards as larger facilities, he said. 

As nurse Tina Smith pointed 
out, however, those specialists 
will not be available in the 
emergency room. “What hap pens 
then?” she asked. 

Dr. Carpenter could only 
re spond that “the scenarios would 
have to happen before we could 
play them out.” 

“To say that the hospital is 
going to be open for emergency 
[deliveries] is not good enough,” 
said Anne Hanchey of the Lan-
caster County Women’s Club. 
“It’s not acceptable and we’re not 
going to accept it.” 

Although many expectant 
mothers in the Northern Neck 
already travel to Richmond or 
Newport News to deliver, some, 
especially the less fortunate in 
the area, have to deliver locally 
because they simply don’t have 
the means to go elsewhere. 

They are also the mothers that 
will not likely receive proper pre-
natal care, according to Patri cia 
Hines with Healthy Begin nings. 

And those are the women Phyl-
lis Nickens and crew expect to be 
transporting frequently to the ER. 

Nickens, a volunteer and chap-
lain for the Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad, told the 
panel, “Your ER is going to be 
full of babies.”

Nickens said the rescue squad 
receives frequent calls from 
mothers-to-be with a “hurt fi n-
gernail” or “a simple ache or 
pain,” and are already constantly 
transporting mothers to the ER. 

“My fear is that we’ll have all 
our units out on baby calls and will 
have people having heart attacks 
that we can’t get to, or we’ll be 
delivering babies in the ER while 
heart attacks are hap pening in the 
waiting room,” she said. 

Businessman Ray Funkhouser 
expressed his concerns over the 
fi nancial impact. 

“This community will imme-
diately be affected by the lack 
of those establishing families 
moving into the area,” Funk-
houser said. “Having moved 
throughout my profes sional 
career numerous times, pre-natal 

coupons from his girlfriend and a 
little tripod with fl exible legs bor-
rowed from his brother that, he 
later said, he couldn’t have lived 
without.

He toured the Wild Turkey 
distillery in Kentucky. He hung 
his camera out the window and 
snapped a shot of the Arch as he 
crossed the bridge in St. Louis. 
He tried the self-proclaimed best 
barbecue in Evansville, Ill., and 
decided it didn’t compare to the 
Eastern Carolina version. 

He headed north to Wisconsin 
where he visited the birthplace of 
a friend in Sparta. He crossed the 
Badlands of South Dakota and 
ate breakfast watching the sun-
rise light up the faces of Mount 
Rushmore. 

He drove through Yellow stone, 
amazed by its vastness, spotting 
buffalo and antelope along the 
road. He waited for “Old Faith-
ful,” fi nding its 75-foot spray a 
disappointment compared to the 
park’s less-touted 300-foot gey-
sers. He walked along the Fire 
River, which looked straight out 
of “A River Runs Through It,” he 
said.

Kelley followed the Snake 
River valley through Idaho to 
Twin Falls, stopping at the 
Na tional Fossil Beds in Hager-
man where, from observation 
decks 500 yards away, he could 
barely see striations in the cliffs, 
let alone any fossils. He attended 
the fi sh throwing at the markets 
in Seattle and watched the fog 
close in over Puget Sound from 
the Space Needle. 

He circumnavigated the Olym-
pic Peninsula, drove south along 
the “phenomenal” Oregon Coast 
and watched the turbulent ocean 
crash against the rocky shoreline. 

After walking along the beach 
there, he noted: “They have no 
need for rip rap. The shoreline is 
covered with hundreds of giant 
logs.”

In the old growth Redwood 
forests of northern California, the 
word ‘tree’ was redefi ned. Kelley 
wound along the Cali fornia coast-
line’s Route 1 and crossed the 
San Francisco Bridge into the 
Sequoia National For est. 

His journey then took him 
southwest across the Mojave 
Desert.

“I’ve never driven through the 
desert,” Kelley said. “You could 
put your hand out the window, 

The art of the “colored pen cil,” 
a short course by Anne Renard 
Smith, kicks off the Spring cur-
riculum at the Rappahannock 
Art League (RAL) Studio Gal-
lery on March 1. 

Classes in watercolor, oils, 
portraiture and digital photogra-
phy follow.

Smith has won many awards, 
including a blue rib bon in the 
recent RAL Labor Day Show. 
Four years ago she placed “Best 
in Show.”

Ten years ago she began 
exploring the colored pencil. She 
likes to mix dry pencil with the 
new wet-soluble pencil and with 
other medi ums.She will teach 
this method and other pencil 
tech niques in an advanced begin-
ners class the fi rst three Mon-
days in March from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon.

Also in March, watercol orist 
Kathleen Noffsinger is offering 
session I of “Let’s Paint,” fol-
lowed in April by session II and 
in May by ses sion III. Each ses-
sion meets four Tuesday morn-
ings from 9:30 a.m. to noon. 

The Firehole River in Yellowstone National Park was among 
Hurst Kelley’s top fi ve favorite places. He said the river looked 
straight out of the movie, “A River Runs Through It.” 

and it was like a hair dryer blow-
ing, it was so dry.”

Kelley stayed in Grand Canyon 
Village on the North Rim and 
chartered a two-hour airplane ride 
to see the canyon. He crossed 
through Navajo country and stood 
on the Four Corners. He drove 
through Carlsbad, N. M., but 
missed the area’s famous cav-
erns. 

In 15 days, averaging 700-800 
miles per day, Kelley made it to 
New Orleans, where he visited 
childhood friend Carter Christo-
pher for the weekend. 

He passed the driving time lis-
tening to AM talk radio, compact 
discs and books on tape.

“But a lot of times you are so 
busy staring out the window at 
what’s going past that you don’t 
notice what’s on the radio,” said 
Kelley. “Every mile brings some-
thing different.”

Boredom was never a prob lem. 
Kelley found people to talk to 
almost everywhere he went.

“Traveling alone is better than 
one would imagine,” Kelley 
said.

At every stop along the way he 
pulled out the tripod, bal anced it 
on a rock or in the win dow of his 
car and snapped a shot of himself 
on location. In all, he took some 
50 rolls of fi lm. 

On his way back home, he 
watched the Mississippi River 
fl ow by from the banks of Nat-
chez, Miss., and he relived history 
on the battleground at Vicksburg, 
Miss. 

In Middlesboro, Ky., he met up 
with an entrepreneur who funded 
a project to restore a P-38F World 
War II fi ghter called Glacier Girl, 
which never saw action after 
being grounded in a white-out 
over Iceland. 

By the fi rst weekend in Novem-
ber, Kelley was right where 
he wanted to be—watch ing the 
Miami/Virginia Tech football 
game with his friends in Blacks-
burg, where he went to school. 

Three-and-a-half weeks, just 
under 10,000 miles and $3,500 
later, Kelley returned home to 
Richmond. 

“You know, I haven’t seen any-
thing on my trip that Vir ginia 
doesn’t have, except a desert,” 
said Kelley. “It has mountains, 
rivers, oceans, fl at lands and all 
different seasons. 

“I am glad to be home.”

Colored pencil class to open spring session

Students may take any or all 
three ses sions.

On Wednesdays, Charles Van-
Denburg is offering March, April 
and May ses sions in oils from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., four days each 
session.

On Thursdays from March 
4 through April 8 from 10:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Jeffrey Warren 
offers a six-week class in por-
trait painting. Warren paints in 
oils and welcomes any paint 
medium.

The only pre-requisite for all 
three classes is a previous 

in troductory class or equivalent 
experience in the medium.

A three-day workshop in 
ab stract painting, “The Road to 
Abstraction,” welcomes acrylic 
artist Dorothy Grebos. Grebos 
makes her home in Williams-
burg and hangs at This Century 
Gallery there. The workshop is 
for experi enced painters in any 
medium and will explore several 
ap proaches to the abstract. It is 
March 29, 30 and 31 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Photographer Tom Norris is 
offering a class in digital imaging 

four Saturday morn ings in April
from 9:30 a.m. to noon. It is
to help participants gain skill in
using Photoshop techniques for
developing pho tographic style.
The prerequi site is a January
introductory course or equiva-
lent experi ence.

Artist Jane Stouffer contin ues
her acrylic open studios the last
Friday of each month from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Stouffer will teach
a short course in basic drawing
the fi rst three Fridays in May
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

On May 1, Shirley Kinney
teaches a workshop in needle-
felting from 10 am. to 3 p.m.
May 3, Judy Penry teaches a
workshop in basket weaving
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Brochures and a registration
form may be picked up at the
gallery until February 14 at 4
p.m., when the gallery closes for
renovations.

To receive a brochure by mail,
call 436-9309. A work shop direc-
tor will confi rm reg istrations.

The gallery is scheduled to
reopen February 26.

“Dasies” by Anne Renard Smith

cation, Mudd said it is not true 
what they say about it tak ing 15 
Virginians to replace a light bulb 
— one to screw in the new light 
bulb and the rest to ad mire the 
old one.

But it does take a committee of 
100 to see a book like this through 
to completion, and therefore it, 
“should take a place on your 
bookshelf next to the Bible, dic-
tionary, thesaurus and Bartlett’s 
Book of Quotations,” he said.

care was a primary concern for a 
number of years. It will be harder 
for companies to attract people to 
jobs in the area when they look at 
the services not available and the 
effect on their quality of life. 

“The loss of these services will 
also be a major deterrent for compa-
nies that may consider moving here 
or those looking to begin a business 
in the area,” Funkhouser added. 

He also pointed out that fami lies 
usually continue to seek healthcare 
where their children were born, 
which means many in the area 
will travel elsewhere for care. 

“The result is a decrease in 
many of the medical services they 
will look to RGH for,” Funk-
houser said. “This puts an addi-
tional pressure on the fi  nances of 
the hospital. Will RGH ultimately 
become just an emergency clinic? 
What depart ment will be next?” 

Unfortunately, hospital board 
chairman B.H. Hubbard told the 
gathering, the hospital is putting 
itself at an increased risk if it con-
tinues to offer obstetri cal care. 

RGH paid $170,000 for mal-
practice insurance in 2002 and 
will pay $416,000 this year, said 
Hubbard. 

If the hospital has another OB-
related lawsuit, its premi ums will 
likely double again, and that 
could lead to the clos ing of more 
than the maternity ward. 

“If it goes up to $800,000 we 
will have to close the hospital 
and say good-bye to over 400 
employees,” said Hubbard. 

Former hospital administrator 
Fred Baensch, the fi nal speaker 
Friday, said that losing the OB 
is the saddest thing that has hap-
pened at RGH. 

“But we can’t risk the whole 
hospital for that one service, 
al though we love that service,” 
Baensch said. “The OB depart-
ment is really the one truly happy 
place in the hospital where you 
can go and see happy people.”

Siegle said the town has 2,000
connections for water ser vice
pumping less than 200,000 gpd.
He noted that the Church Street
well may have outlived its use.

“There’s no use to put in
an other tank if we’re going to
put in a well where you need it,”
Siegle said.

Christopher also noted the
Church Street well has a casing
problem and is not the ideal
lo cation for a well site.

“We kept the permit open to
have an option,” Christopher said.

He added that a third well
would be unnecessary unless ser-
vices were expanded.
Other action

Council unanimously opted to
extend the Northern Neck Free
Health Clinic lease for one year
for land used at the clinic’s former
site on DMV Drive. 

Clinic board of directors’ pres-
i dent Dr. Vicki Kinsel said the
Phyllis A. Smith building at the
site could be remodeled to house
fi ve den tal students from the
Medical College of Virginia fi ve
days per week with meal prepa-
ration facilities available.

Council also unanimously
adopted a resolution supporting
construction of the Mid-Rivers
Cancer Center in Montross, which
is proposed to provide ra diation
therapy services for can cer
patients in the Northern Neck and
Essex County.

Also unanimously approved
was a resolution for town partic-
ipation as an affi liate in the
Virginia Department of Housing
and Community Development’s
Commercial District Affi liate
Program through the Virginia
Main Street organization.

“It’s a benefi t for the town,
and we get recognized on more
levels than we do now,” coun-
cilman Fletcher Brown IV said of
the program.
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cent; Dean had 71, or 7.74 percent; 
Clark had 53, or 5.78 percent; 
Sharpton had 23, or 2.51 per cent; 
Lieberman had 7 , or .76 percent; 
Kucinich had 6, or .65 percent; 
LaRouche had 5, or .55 percent; 
and Gephardt had 2, or .22 per-
cent.

Statewide, some 392,688 of 
the 4,254,428 registered vot ers, 
or 9.23 percent, participated in 
the elec tion. In Lancaster, 923 of 
7,978 voters, or 11.57 percent, 

partic ipated. In Northumberland, 
917 of 8,200 voters, or 11.16 per-
cent, partic ipated.

Kerry also won in Tennessee. 
Edwards was second; Clark, third; 
Dean, fourth; Sharpton, fi fth; and 
Kucinich, sixth.

To win the party nomination, a 
candidate would need 2,162 del-
egates. Kerry now has 507; Dean, 
182; Edwards, 163; and Clark, 
96.
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