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The Rappahannock Record 
will publish letters to Santa in 
its December 18 issue.

Letters must be in the 
Record of fi ce by next Thurs-
day, De cember 
11, in order to 
appear in the 
spe cial sec tion. 
If letters are 
written as a 
class project, 
teachers are 
en couraged to 
submit them 
today or tomor-
row.

L e t t e r s 
should be writ-
ten in dark ink and include the 
child’s name, age and home-
town. Par ents, teach ers and 
others are asked to make cer-
tain the let ters are leg ible.

The Rappahannock 
Record’s mailing address is 

Counting down to Christ-
mas, here are some of the 
community events planned this 
week. More information on 
these and other holiday 
ac tivities appears inside.
Today, Dec. 4: 

✿ The Tree of Lights at 
Rap pahannock General Hos-
pi tal will be lit during a 5 p.m. 
ceremony. 
Friday, Dec. 5: 

✿ Lights on the Lawn will be 
celebrated at Rappahannock 
Community College in War saw 
beginning at 4 p.m. 

✿ The 25th annual Kil-
marnock Illuminated Christ-
mas Parade begins at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 6:

✿ A Holiday Brunch will be 
served from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the Chinn House at Rappa-
hannock Community College 
in Warsaw.

✿ A Holiday Concert will 
be presented at 7:30 p.m. 
at Warsaw Baptist Church in 
Warsaw. Performers include 
soprano Angela Powell and 
pianist Elizabeth Fountain. 

✿ Breakfast with Santa 
begins 7 a.m. at the White 
Stone fi rehouse and a Santa 
Workshop opens at 8:30 a.m. 
at the Old White Stone School.

✿ Lunch With Santa begins 
at 11 a.m. at the American 
Legion Post 86 on Waverly 
Avenue in Kil marnock.

✿ The Drama Club at 
Lan caster Middle School will 
pre sent “A Charles Dickens 
Christmas” at 2 and 7 p.m. 
at the LMS Theater in Kil-
marnock.

by Robb Hoff
L A N C A S T E R — C o u n t y 

su pervisors last week authorized 
a bevy of supplemental appro-
priations for schools and other 
agencies.

By a unanimous 5-0 vote, the 
board approved the fi rst step 
towards replacement of a failed 
septic drainfi eld at Lan caster 
Primary School. The board 
appropriated $5,420 in capital 
improvement funds for engineer-
ing fees to design a new drain-
fi eld to replace the one installed 
in 1959. 

It is one of six drainfi elds at the 
school.

School superintendent Dr. Ran-
dolph Latimore said $2,520 has 
already been spent for sewage 

KILMARNOCK—Area den tists, 
free health clinic offi  cials, and 
Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity School of Dentistry adminis-
trators attended a recent re ception 
at the Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic (NNFHC) to recognize the 
advent of a major new health ini-
tiative.

A Dental Clinic will open in 
January at the clinic build ing at 
51 Harris Road in Kilmarnock. 
Like the Free Health Clinic, the 
Dental Clinic will serve the work-
ing poor in the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula, and expand 
to include children on Medicaid 
and Famis and el derly Medicare 
patients.

Plans for making dental ser-
vices a part of the clinic’s new 
facility date from 2001. Dr. Mat-
thew Vogel, then clinic president, 
was instru mental in having dental 
space incorporated in the new 
build ing. As potential concerns 
and problems came up, Dr. Vogel 
discussed the issues with local 
dentists to fi nd a way to make 
it work. During the discus sions, 
dentists suggested that a partner-
ship with the VCU School of 
Dentistry would an swer many of 
the concerns. He and others were 
involved in creating the part-
nership that was celebrated last 
week. 

Dr. Vicki Kinsel, current clinic 
president, gave welcoming 
remarks at the reception. She 
cited a connection between good 
oral hygiene and overall health, 
Kilmarnock dentist David 
Newman, a member of the clinic 
board of directors, underscored 
the importance of quality dental 
care and how the partnership was 
developed to provide it.

Guests who spoke included 
Ronald J. Hunt, DDS, MS, the 
Harry Lyons professor and Dean 
at the VCU School of Dentistry; 
Mark Cruise, exec utive director 
of the Virginias Association of 

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—Forced by 

state and federal court deci sions, 
the board of su pervisors last 
Thursday adopted a re vised ordi-
nance to regulate the application 
of treated sewage waste (biosol-
ids) on agricul tural property in 
Lancaster county.

Approved on a 5-0 vote, the 
ordinance provides for moni-
toring the sewage sludge 
ap plications for contamination 
and pollutants including dis ease-
causing bacteria and viruses, 
radioactive material, phospho-
rous for Chesapeake Bay water-
shed quality, and poisonous heavy 
metals such as arsenic.

“We will do everything we 
can to guard the health and wel-
fare of the residents of Lancaster 
County,” said land use/planning 
director Jack Larson, who drafted 
the ordi nance. Provisions from 
similar ordinances in Hanover 
and Brunswick counties were 
in cluded at the sug gestion of the 
Vir ginia Association of Coun-
ties.

The ordinance prohibits bio-
solids applications on land within 
the 100-year fl ood plain of a tidal 
area, stream tribu tary area, creek, 
river or other natural watercourse. 
Also pro hibited is the application 
of biosolids on land with a slope 
of 15-degrees or greater.

The ordinance requires crop 

Winning rockfi sh on board
Tom Gale landed a 27.30-pound striper for overall honors in the ninth annual Bethel-
Emmanuel United Methodist Men Thanksgiving Rockfi sh Derby last weekend on the 
Rappahannock River and the Chesapeake Bay. From left are Mack Jones, David Nova, 
Gale, and Donnie Elbourn. More tournament coverage appears in the sports pages.

County supervisors
increase funding
for schools, sheriff

pump-and-haul services because 
of the drain fi eld failure. He esti-
mated the emergency septic ser-
vices will cost $14,280 before a 
new drainfi eld can become oper-
ational. 

By a 3-2 vote, the board also 
appropriated $14,400 for school 
fi eld trips and extracur ricular 
activities.

Latimore said the school board 
had budgeted $4,600 for the 
expense, although more than 
$18,000 was spent for it during 
the previous school year.

“It would appear to me that 
if you had it last year and you 
didn’t include it in your own 
internal budget this time, I don’t 
see why you’re coming to us for it 
now,” said board chairman Cun-

diff Simmons, who voted against
the addi tional funds.

Supervisor F.W. “Butch” Jen-
kins Jr. also opposed the motion,
citing the across-the-board fund-
ing increase for schools approved
by the su pervisors for 2003-04.

“We met it all the way and
upped it 3.6-percent from what
was expected from last year,”
added Jenkins.

Supervisors B. Wally Beau-
champ, Donald Conaway and
Patrick Frere voted in fa vor of
the additional funding. Frere
requested the assurance of Lat-
imore that the additional funds
will be used for school trips rather
than some other purpose.

“You certainly have the

Dental clinic to open in January

The Northern Neck Free Health Clinic recently hosted a ribbon cutting/reception to give major 
contributors and board members a “sneak peak” of the new six-chair Den tal Clinic. From left 
are Virginia Association of Free Clinics executive director Mark Cruise, NNFHC executive direc-
tor Jean Nelson, Anthem Dental director Harold Mer ritt and Virginia Commonweatlh University 
School of Dentistry Dean Ronald J. Hunt, DDS, MS. Nelson is holding a bucket of toothbrushes 
signifying Anthem’s commit ment to free clinics and community dental programs statewide.

Free Clinics; and Harold Merritt, 
director of Anthem Dental. The 
VAFC and Anthem have been 
major clinic supporters. Anthem 
used the occasion to donate 
10,000 toothbrushes to dental 
programs at free clinics across 
the state. The donation  marked 
the one-millionth per son who is 
insured by Anthem for dental 
care.

The Virginia Health Care Foun-
dation also was recog nized for 
its fi rst-year funding for Dental 
Clinic staff. The VHCF provided 
the funding based on the degree 

of local volunteerism and fi nan-
cial support that the NNFHC 
has received from the community 
over the past ten years.

“We continue to be im pressed 
with the tremendous spirit of vol-
unteerism in the Northern Neck,” 
wrote Deborah D. Oswalt, VHCF 
executive director. “That’s exactly 
the kind of community commit-
ment we look for when we con-
sider requests for fund ing.”

When dental services begin, 
senior-year dental students at 
VCU will rotate through the clinic 
with area dentists to provide care 

coordinated by a staff dentist and 
a dental coor dinator. Up to this 
point, den tists have been seeing 
patients on a referral basis, while 
the NNFHC arranged for those in 
most critical need of oral surgery 
to visit MCV. Transporting those 
patients to Richmond was made 
possible by the donation of time 
by Vandy Services. Much of the 
planning for the Dental Clinic 
was accomplished through the 
leadership of Dr. Darryl Pirok.

The reception was paid for by 
Lawler Real Estate and anony-
mous donations.

Yes Lancaster, there is a biosolids clause

planting at a biosolids applied 
site no later than the spring plant-
ing season or within six months 
of the application if the biosolids 
are applied be tween October 16 
and March 14 of the following 
year. 

The ordinance requires ap plica-
tions on land with a slope greater 
than fi ve degrees to meet best 
management prac tices defi ned in 
the state code if the applications 
occur be tween November 16 and 
March 15 of the following year.

Another provision provides for 
a smell test, which allows “per-
sons of ordinary sensibil ity” to 

fi nd biosolids applica tion or stor-
age offensive across property 
lines 24 hours after they are 
spread or dumped. 

Additional provisions were 
included in the ordinance at the 
suggestion of Rev. Gayl Fowler, 
who advocates for water safety 
through the Sal vation Army/
Interfaith Council (SAIF) water 
committee.

Among the provisions in cluded 
at her suggestion is a require-
ment for the biosolids provider 
to specify the sewage treatment 
sources of the sludge hauled 
into the county. She said the 

U.S. Environ mental Protection 
Agency re quires laboratory tests 
of wastewater treatment plants 
for a variety of contaminants and 
pollutants, which would help the 
county to strengthen its monitor-
ing function.

“You would want to know if 
there’s a hazardous chemical you 
would want to prepare for,” Rev. 
Fowler said.

She said testing data at 
in dividual plants should be fur-
nished to the county by the sludge 
supplier, as well as in formation 
about whether or not a treatment 
plant stabilizes sludge with lime 
or microor ganisms.

Also at Fowler’s suggestion, 
the defi nition of a property owner 
of an application site was nar-
rowed to include only those with 
legal and equitable title to the 
property. The defi  nition excludes 
leaseholders, who would be pre-
vented from entering into a con-
tract with a sludge supplier for 
application or storage.
Storage and liability

The supervisors also consid-
ered the issue of storage. The 
state administrative code per mits 
sludge storage for tempo rary use 
(100 wet-ton limit stored with a 
liner up to 30 days), routine use 
(which can exceed 100 wet tons 
stored above ground or in pits 
during periods of non-applica-

Four permits are pending
Lancaster land use/planing director Jack Larson said four 

permit ap plications to apply biosolids to county agricultural 
lands are currently pend ing with the Virginia Depart ment of 
Health.

The properties are:
•184.5 acres in fi ve fi elds owned by Tommy L. Towles along 

Route 622 and Peirces Corner Road near Nuttsville.
• 145.5 acres in seven fi elds owned by L. Meade Conley along 

Routes 600 and 617 near Lebanon Baptist Church.
• 141.3 acres in fi ve fi elds in Litwalton owned by John A. Chil-

ton.
• 72.5 acres owned by C.C. Swann near the Towles prop erty.
Larson said he expects health department offi cials to address 

the permits during a public forum in December.
The biosolids supplier for all four sites is Recyc Systems Inc. 

of Remington.

✿ “Santa’s Dilemma” will be 
staged by the Center for the 
Arts at 2 p.m. at the Arts Build-
ing in Kilmarnock.

✿ Santa’s Christ mas Won-
der land begins at 10 a.m. at 
the Warsaw Fire Sta tion on 
Pine Street in War saw.

✿ The Christmas Tree of 
Lights will be lit during a 7 p.m. 
ceremony at Wicomico United 
Methodist Church in Wicomico 
Church.

✿ A Grand Illumination Cer-
e mony begins at 5 p.m. at the 
White Stone town lot on Rap-
pahannock Drive.

✿ A Christmas Concert will 
be pre sented by The Chesa-
peake  Chorale at 8 p.m. at St. 
Clare Walker Middle School in 
Lo cust Hill.

✿ The Heathsville Old Fash-
ioned Golden Village Christ-
mas celebration begins at 10 
a.m. and concludes with a tree 
lighting ceremony at 5 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 7: 

✿ The Drama Club at 
Lan caster Middle School will 
pre sent “A Charles Dickens 
Christmas” at 2 p.m. in the 
LMS Theater in Kilmarnock. 

✿ The Holiday Tree of Love  
will be lit during a 4 p.m.  
cer emony at the Richmond 
County court house.

✿ A Christmas Concert will 
be presented by The Chesa-
peake  Chorale at 3 p.m. at St. 
Clare Walker Middle School in 
Locust Hill;  
Wednesday, De c. 10: 

✿ A Christmas Carol Sing 
begins at 3 p.m. at Christ 
Church. 

Celebrate the season

Letters to Santa are 
due by December 11

P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482. Letters also may 
be faxed to 435-2632, or 
e-mailed to mail@rrecord 
.com, or dropped through the 

front door slot 
at 27 North 
Main Street in 
Kil marnock.

The Decem-
ber 18 issue 
in cludes holi-
day greetings 
from area mer-
chants and 
other busi-
nesses. The 
deadline for 
these advertis-

ing mes sages is also Decem-
ber 11.

The Record will be closed 
from December 24, when the 
fi nal issue of the year will be 
mailed, until 9 a.m. Friday, 
January 2.  

(continued on page A16)
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EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT
WIN UP TO $1000.

Come out and support your veterans!

Doors open at 6 p.m. • Play starts 7 p.m.
Waverly Ave., Kilmarnock

1/2 mile past fairgrounds on the right.

American Legion

BRING THIS AD AND SAVE A $BUCK
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SINCE 1965

Howard Miller Clock Service Rep.

GRANDFATHER, MANTEL & SHIP CLOCKS
ANTIQUE & NEW

CLOCK REPAIRS

John C. Willis, Clock Maker,
804-776-9900

“SANTA’S DILEMMA”
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2003  •  2 PM

THE ARTS BUILDING, RT. 200, KILMARNOCK, VA

ADULTS-$5, 12 YEARS AND UNDER-$3, 5 AND UNDER-FREE

CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT

CALL 435--2400 TO RESERVE OR PAY AT THE DOOR

A CENTER FOR THE ARTS PRODUCTION
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Daily Visits • Overnights • Extended Stays
Tess Dumais • Bonded

tess@kaballero.com • Wicomico Church •  804-580-5295

DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT (PG/1HR.21MIN)
Fri: (4:45), 6:45, 8:30
Sat: & Sun: (2:45)  (4:45), 6:45, 8:30
Mon: (4:30), 6:15, 8:00 Tues – Thurs: 5:00, 6:45

(804) 693-2770
(804) 693-7766HILLSIDE CIN E MA

7321 J. CLAYTON HIGHWAY, GLOUCESTER, VA.• SCHEDULE FOR 12/05-12/11

Admission, Medium Drink and Medium Popcorn are all for  $6.00Monday - Ladies Special

Visit us at www.hillsidecinema.com or www.hc22.com for show times. 

THE HAUNTED MANSION (PG/1hr.38min)
Fri: (4:30), 6:30, 8:30  
Sat & Sun: (2:30, 4:30), 6:30, 8:30
Mon: (4:30), 6:25, 8:15 Tues – Thurs: 5:00, 7:00

**Shows in  parentheses  (  )  a l l  seats  $3.50/Adul t s  a l l  shows on & af ter  6pm $5.50**

STUDIO GALLERY
RAPPAHANNOCK ART LEAGUE

19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock
Hours: 10 till 4, Tuesday–Saturday

(804) 436-9309

Holiday
Shop

Art and Crafts by
    Regional Artists
      None More Than

    $100
       at

4 Thursday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
meets at 7:30 a.m. at Rappa-
han nock Westminster-Canter-
bury.
Bingo begins at 7 p.m. at 
the American Legion Post 86 
Home on Waverly Avenue in 
Kil marnock. Doors open at 6 
p.m.
The White Stone Town 
Council meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at the town offi ce. Agenda 
items include a public hearing 
on revi sions to the Chesa-
peake Bay Preservation Act 
ordinance, and reports on 
the town’s application for Fed-
eral Emergency Man agement 
Agency mitigation grant fund-
ing and centralized sewer ser-
vice.
The Wetlands Board for Nor-
thumberland County  meets at 
7:30 p.m. at the courthouse in 
Heathsville.
The Marine Corps League 
Detachment meets at 7:30 
p.m. at the Callao Volunteer 
Fire Department building. 
443-3806.
The First Thursday Se niors 
meets at 11 a.m. at White 
Stone United Methodist 
Church. For lunch reserva-
tions, call 435-3046.
The Tree of Lights at Rap-
pahannock General Hospital 
will be lit during a 5 p.m. cere-
mony. To con tribute to the tree, 
call 435-8546.
A Groundbreaking 
Cere mony for a new YMCA/
American Red Cross fa cility 
will be held at the Virginia 
Quality Life campus off Harris 
Road in Kilmarnock. The cere-
mony begins at 4:15 p.m.
The Republican Commit tee 
for Northumberland County 
meets at 7:30 p.m. at the Nor-
thumberland Public Library in 
Heathsville. 529-5856.
Sibley Towner reviews God’s 
Secretaries for Books and Cof-
fee at the Lancaster Commu-
nity Library in Kilmarnock. The 
11 a.m. program is preceded 
by re freshments.

5 Friday
Narcotics Anonymous meets 
at 8 p.m. in Charterhouse in 
Kilmarnock. 580-4400.
Bingo begins at the Upper 
Lancaster Ruritan Cen ter in 
Lively at 7:30 p.m.
Dave Long is featured on the 
piano from 6 to 9 p.m. at Bam-
bery’s Restaurant in Heaths-
ville. For dinner reserva tions, 
call 580-8181.
Bingo will be held from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Mid-County 
Rescue Squad building in 
Heathsville.
The RFM Quilters meet at 1 
p.m. at the Reedville Fisher-
men’s Museum.
“Lights on the Lawn” will be 
celebrated at Rappahannock 
Community College in Warsaw 
beginning at 4 p.m. Activities 
include an open reception at 
the Chinn House, Santa Claus 
pho tos, the lighting of 100 
Christ mas trees and caroling.
A Sandwich Bridge will be 
held at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone at noon. $4. For 
reservations, call 435-6207.

5 Friday
An Illuminated Christmas 
Parade begins at 7 p.m. in Kil-
marnock.

6 Saturday
Country Music is featured at 
Donk’s Theater on Route 198 
in Mathews at 8 p.m. Call 
725-7760 for ticket informa-
tion.
Bill and Pam Gurley are fea-
tured at  Piper’s Pub in Kil-
marnock at 7 p.m.  Dinner 
reser va tions rec om mended; 
435-7178.
Shane Cooley plays at An na’s 
Italian Restaurant and Lounge 
in Warsaw from 9 p.m. to 1 
a.m.
Line Danc ing will be held by 
the Stepping Stones Square 
Dance Club from 7 to 8 p.m. 
at the Freeshade Community 
Cen ter in Syringa. The cost is 
$2.50. 435-6633.
A Boat Building Tech niques 
Workshop begins at 9 a.m. 
at the Reedville Fisher men’s 
Museum. $25. Register at 
453-6529.
An Antique Glass Identi-
fi cation Clinic begins at 1 
p.m. at Miss Daisy’s Antiques 
on Route 360 near Callao. 
$3 per item; two for $5. Pro-
ceeds ben efi t the Northumber-
land Public Library.
529-9899.
A Holiday Brunch will be 
served from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Chinn House 
at Rappahan nock Community 
College in Warsaw. $25. 
333-6705.
A Holiday Concert will be 
presented at 7:30 p.m. at 
War saw Baptist Church in 
Warsaw. Performers include 
soprano An gela Powell and 
pianist Eliza beth Fountain. 
The show is spon sored by the 
Rappahan nock Concert Asso-
ciation. $20. 493-9522.
Lunch With Santa begins 
at 11 a.m. at the American 
Legion Post 86 on Waverly 
Avenue in Kilmarnock.
The Drama Club at Lancaster 
Middle School will present “A 
Charles Dickens Christmas” at 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the LMS 
The ater in Kilmarnock. Tickets 
are $4 for adults; $2 for chil-
dren. 
Purchase tickets at LMS or by 
calling 435-1681.
The Irvington Farmers’ 
Market is from 8 a.m. to 
noon at the Irvington Com-
mons. Santa will be available 
for pho tos by Picture Me.
“Santa’s Dilemma” will be 
staged by the Center for the 
Arts at 2 p.m. at the Arts 
Build ing in Kilmarnock. Tickets 
are $5 for adults; $3 for chil-
dren. For reservations, call 
435-2400, or pay at the door.
Santa’s Christmas 
Won derland, sponsored by 
the Richmond County Volun-
teer Fire Department, begins 
at 10 a.m. at the Warsaw 
Fire Station on Pine Street in 
Warsaw. Admis sion is $3 per 
child; adults are free. Santa, 
Mrs. Claus and Elves will 
visit. Activities include crafts, 
photos and personalized mer-
chandise.

6 Saturday
The Christmas Tree of 
Lights will be lit during a 7 
p.m. ceremony at the Wicom-
ico United Methodist Church 
in Wicomico Church. To con-
tribute to the tree, call 
The Heathsville Old Fashion 
Golden Village Christmas 
celebration begins at 10 a.m. 
and concludes at 5 p.m. with a 
tree lighting cere mony. Activi-
ties throughout the day include 
a bazaar, retail sales, local 
choirs and Santa visits, 
Breakfast with Santa be gins 
7 a.m. at the White Stone 
fi rehouse. A Santa Workshop 
opens at 8:30 a.m. at the Old 
School building.
Music Students of Celeste 
Gates play at the RoundTable 
Coffeshop in Irvington from 2 
to 3 p.m.
A Grand Illumination Cer-
emony begins at 5 p.m. at 
the White Stone town lot on 
Rappa hannock Drive.
“What Sweeter Music,” a 
Christmas concert, will be pre-
sented by The Chesapeake  
Chorale at 8 p.m. at St. 
Clare Walker Middle School in 
Locust Hill. Tickets are $5. For 
reserva tions, call 776-6018.

7 Sunday
The Widowed Persons Ser-
vice for Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties holds its 
lunch brunch at the Crazy 
Crab in Reedville  immediately 
fol low ing church services.
The Drama Club at Lancaster 
Middle School will present “A 
Charles Dickens Christmas” at 
2 p.m. at the LMS Theater in 
Kil marnock. Tickets are $4 for 
adults; $2 for children. 
Purchase tickets at LMS or by 
calling 435-1681.
The Holiday Tree of Love, 
sponsored by the Richmond 
County Museum will be lit 
during a 4 p.m. ceremony  at 
the Richmond County court-
house. To con tribute to the 
tree, call  333-3607.
“What Sweeter Music,” a 
Christmas concert, will be pre-
sented by The Chesapeake  
Chorale at 3 p.m. at St. 
Clare Walker Middle School in 
Locust Hill. Tickets are $5. For 
reserva tions, call 776-6018.

8 Monday
The Lancaster County 
School Board will meet at 
6 p.m. at Lancaster Middle 
School in Kil marnock.
Flotilla 33 of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary: second Mon-
day at 7:30 p.m. in Grace 
House of Grace Episcopal 
Church in Kilmarnock.
A Bird Walk will be hosted 
by the Northern Neck Audu-
bon Society. Hikers  will meet 
at 8:30 a.m. at Grace Episco-
pal Church in Kilmarnock to 
caravan to the Rappahannock 
River Valley  National Wildlife 
Refuge; or meet the group at 
the refuge at 9:15 a.m.
The NSDAR Cobbs Hall 
Chapter meets at 1:30 p.m. at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. Good Citizens 
awards will be announced.
A Christmas Party will be 
held by the Lancaster Players 
at The Playhouse in White 
Stone at 6 p.m. All members 
and volun teers are urged to 
bring a dish and a wrapped 
$10 gift suitable for men and 
women. 

9 Tuesday
Narcotics Anonymous meets 
at 7 p.m. at Charterhouse in 
Kilmarnock.
“Surfi n’ the Net,” a com puter 
workshop with Richard Emory  
for middle and high school stu-
dents, is from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
Northumber land Public Library 
in Heathsville. 580-5051.
The Kilmarnock & District 
Pipe Band rehearses at 7:15 
p.m. at Campbell Memorial 
Presby terian Church in 
Weems. 462-7125.
The Kilmarnock Planning  
Commission will meet at 7 
p.m. at the town offi ce.
Bridge will be played at 
1 p.m. at Rappahan nock 
Westminster-Can terbury.
The Kilmarnock Museum 
Board of Directors will meet 
at 2 p.m. at the museum on 
North Main Street.
The Rappahannock Pistol 
and Rifl e Club will meet at 7 
p.m. at the Northside Branch 
of the Bank of Lancaster in Kil-
marnock. 435-2143.
“Boat Talk,” an exchange of 
ideas  on classic and wooden 
boats, will be held at 5 p.m. 
at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Mu seum. 462-9829.
The Widowed Persons Ser-
vice annual Christmas party 
begins at noon at Wicomico 
Episcopal Church in Wicomico 
Church. Activities in clude a 
covered-dish luncheon and a 
sing-a-long. Anyone suf fering 
grief or loss is urged to at tend. 

10 Wednesday
The Kiwanis Club meets at 
7:30 a.m. at St. Andrews Pres-
byte rian Church in Kilmarnock.
The Rotary Club for Kil-
marnock, Irvington and White 
Stone meets at 12:30 p.m. at 
Rappa hannock Westminster-
Canterbury.

10 Wednesday
The Northern Neck Bay 
Tones  meets at 3 p.m. 
at St. Andrews Presby te rian 
Church in Kilmarnock. 
438-5127.
A Grief Support Group 
meets from 4 to 5:15 p.m. at 
White Stone United Method-
ist Church.
Piper’s Pub in Kilmarnock 
hosts an open micro phone/
acoustic jam session begin-
ning at 7 p.m.  For dinner 
reserva tions, call 435-7178.
The Lancaster Lions Club 
meets at 7 p.m. at River 
Cross ing Restaurant in White 
Stone.
The Virginia Watermen’s 
Association will meet at 7 
p.m. at the Pilot House in 
Top ping.
Dupli cate Bridge will be 
played at 1 p.m. at the Wom-
an’s Club of White Stone. Men 
as well as women, and new-
comers, are in vited. No reser-
vations are needed. 435-2755.
The Woman’s Club of Lan-
caster meets at 10:45 a.m. 
The program is ‘The Nativity 
Through Art’ by George T. Tus-
sing. Bring a sandwich; des-
sert and beverages pro vided. 
Guests are welcome. Guests 
call 462-0133.
The Northumberland 
As sociation for Progressive 
Stewardship board meets at 
Northern Neck State Bank in 
Burgess at 9 a.m. Members, 
prospective members 
welcome.
A Christmas Carol Sing 
begins at 3 p.m. at Christ 
Church. The public is 
reminded to dress warmly.  

11 Thursday
The Rotary Breakfast Club 
will meet at 7:30 a.m. at 
Rappa han nock Westminster-
Canterbury.
The Wetlands Board for 
Lan caster County will meet 
at 9:30 a.m. at the court-
house in Lancaster.
The Board of Supervisors 
for Northumberland County 
will meet at 2 p.m. at the 
courthouse in Heathsville. 
Public hearings begin at 7 
p.m.
The Irvington Town Coun-
cil will meet at 7:30 p.m. at 
the town office.
The Interfaith Service 
Council will meet at 7:30 
p.m. at Wicomico Episcopal 
Church in Wicomico Church.
The Upper Lancaster Ruri-
tan Club will meet at 6:30 
p.m. at the Ruritan Center in 
Lively.
American Legion Post 117 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the 
post home in Reedville.
The Mary Ball Washington 
Republican Women’s Club 
meets at noon at The Tavern 
Restaurant. Business 
includes the installation of 
officers and collection of 
items for The Haven.

(Submit calendar items, to  
Robert Mason Jr., edi tor]

Cash Prize of

$1000.
Guaranteed!

BINGO
This Friday, December 5

Ruritan Recreation Center
Lively, Va.

To benefit the Upper Lancaster
Vol. Fire Department

Brass Polishing
Polishing Brass & Brass Beds

Brass, Copper, Silver & Pewter
Fireplace Accessories

Door Handles/Knockers
Other Home Items

Lamps & Lamp Repair
Free Pick-up/Delivery
30 years experience

Serving Virginia
Wayne Harris  • 757- 220-3466

Cell: 757-810-1677

o f W i l l i a m s b u r g

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!



The First Miss Hispanic Vir-
ginia, Jennifer Valenzuela, will 
be a co-honorary grand marshal 
in the Kilmarnock Chamber of 
Commerce Grand Illuminated 
Christmas Parade. 

The parade begins at 7 p.m. 
tomorrow, December 5.

Miss Valenzuela, of Rich mond, 
will be riding next to the Lan-
caster High School Spanish Club 
Float.

“Let There be Light” is the 
parade theme. The fi rst lady jet 
pilot in the U.S., Ann Carl, is 
Grand Marshal.

Some 107 units have en tered 
the parade; making it the largest 
ever.

Listed below are the partic-
ipating groups:

Northumberland  High School 
Junior ROTC-Color Guard

Kilmarnock Police Chief Mike 
Bedell

Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Department

Northumberland County 
Sher iff Wayne Middleton

Mayor Mike Robertson
Grand Marshal Ann Carl
Honorary Grand Marshal Jed 

Clampett (Tim Beasley)
Kilmarnock & District Pipe 

Band
Del. Albert Pollard
Dominion Virginia Power
Signs representing compa-

nies that helped after Hurricane 
Isabel

Entergy Corp. of New 
Orleans

American Electric Power of 
Columbus, Ohio

C. W. Wright Construction 

Co. of Chester
Northern Neck Electric
Asplundh
Town of Kilmarnock
American Red Cross
Kilmarnock Baptist Church
Kiwanis Club of the Northern 

Neck 
Kilmarnock Chamber of Com-

merce Float
Offi cer-of-the-year Sheriff 

Ronnie Crockett
EMT-of-the-Year George 

“Sonny” Thomas
Kilmarnock VFD
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 

De partment Float
W&L High School Band
Heads-Up Hairworks
Chesapeake Boat Basin
Boys and Girls Club of Math-

ews
Mayfair House
The  General Lee
66 Ford Police car
Mayberry Police Car
74 Dodge Monaco Police car
Scardy Cat Dog Food
Girl Scout Troop 270
Famous Pink Flamingo
RGH Float
Bay Transit Trolly with the 

Northern Neck Baytones
Sharon Baptist Church
Cub Scout Pack 202
Ryshan Conway
David’s Last Chance
Southern Electronics
Cub Scout Pack 203 Float
Miss Callao V.F.D.
Callao V.F.D.
NHS Junior ROTC
Ronald McDonald
Boy Scout Troop 242
Dancing Divas
R. L. Chenery

Robert Cralle’s home-built 
car

Smokey the Bear
Miss KVFD Stacy Davis
Knights of Columbus
Girl Scout Troops 3202 and 

456
LMS Band
LMS Drama Club
LMS Crime Solvers
George Snead’s antique car
Curtis Kellum’s antique car
Oldies and Goodies Truck 

and Car Club
Entertainment Systems
Miss White Stone VFD 

Ashley George
White Stone VFD
Islanderetts Majorettes
4-H Lancaster Creature Fea-

ture Float
Screaming Eagles

New Edition Dancers
Norlan Shrine Club
Haydon Enterprises
Newsome’s Lunch
Miss Hispanic Virginia Jen-

nifer Valenzuela
LHS Spanish Club
Girl Scout Troop 3173
McGinnes Chevrolet-Buick
Noblett’s Propane and Gas
New St. John’s Baptist 

Church
Miss Upper Lancaster VFD 

Dara Ransone
Upper Lancaster VFD
Chesapeake Bank
Northumberland Girl Scouts
Buck Smith Motorcycle Club
U. S. Coast Guard Drill Team
Christy Abrams
Little Wonder Horse Farms
Lancaster Primary School
Northern Neck State Bank
YMCA Pac School
Old Dominion Historical Fire 

Society
Church of Jesus Christ of 

Lat ter Day Saints
Marine Fabricators
Calvary Baptist Church Youth
 RW-C golf cart
Kilmarnock Open Air Market
Fairfi elds VFD
Bank of Lancaster
Marching Elites
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 

Rescue Squad
Leo Club
Lancaster Lions Club
KVFD
LHS Band
Santa
Kilmarnock/Lancaster Volun-

teer Rescue Squad
Clowns Pip Squeak and 

Buzzie.
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An eclectic collection for
aesthetic reflection

804-435-0531
 81 S. Main • Kilmarnock, Va.

For happy gardeners . . .

Greenpoint Nursery, Inc.

Adventure Travel

x��z����"�<����
��
	��"���{�?�|���

}����~��<G���@��;��/��;��
�(��;z;�������;z;

�����%���!	
��G
�
/�
�����
!;��/��;�+&��*)

�������� ��"��� {� ������� ~�"��� ������� �����
������� ������z��� ����������� {� }�������
z����z����}�����������������������~����{������
~���"������������������}�����������{�����������*
�������������������"��{�����z�����������}���*
��$�����������������z�������	<���

)O�*O�()

Christmas Gift...

All Seasons Travel
����������	�
����������

�������������	�����������

31 N. Main St. (Downtown)  •  Box 100, Kilmarnock, Va.

FAX (804) 435-0630
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Jennifer Valenzuela,
Miss Hispanic Virginia AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 86

invites you to

Lunch with Santa
Hotdogs & Chips, Cupcakes & Drink

at Legion Hall-Waverly Ave.
Kilmarnock

FREE FREE

All

are invited !Sat., Dec. 6  •  11 am-1 pm
Gift Shop for Children only

25¢ each item
FREE pictures with Santa

★★

donk’s
THEATER
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���Lil Ole Opry presents:
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Saturday-Dec. 6th, 2003 - 8 p.m.  
PLUS ★ ★ ★

★ All the Opry Regulars
★ Shades of Country ★

★ Uncle Jimmy Wickham
Adults: $10.00 • Children under 12:  $2.00
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Annual 
Christmas Show

Christmas Parade is Friday in Kilmarnock

Picker, singer, songwriter Steve Keith of Windmill Point is fea-
tured in concert at The Playhouse in White Stone on Decem-
ber 12 and 13. Theater doors and a cash bar open at 7 p.m. 
The show begins at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15 each. For reserva-
tions, call 435-3776. Keith plays a range of music stretching 
from blues and rock to county and blue grass. The performances 
are sponsored by the Lancaster Players.

Jamming at The Playhouse

■ Wetlands highlighted
The December display at the 

Lancaster Community Li brary 
exhibits work of the Lancaster 
County Wetlands Board and the 
Northern Neck Planning District 
Commis sion. Photos on display 
show shoreline erosion caused by 
Hurricane Isabel, wetlands grass 
plantings and a variety of related 
items.

For additional information on 
wetlands management or Chesa-
peake Bay Act buffer is sues, call 
regional environ mental inspector 
Micqui Whiddon at 333-1900, 
exten sion 26.

■ Party at The Playhouse
The Lancaster Players will host 

its annual Christmas Party at 6 
p.m. on Monday, December 8, at 
The Playhouse in White Stone.

All members, servers and other 
volunteers are invited. Ev eryone 
is urged to bring a dish and a 
wrapped, $10 gift item suitable 
for men and women.

■  Collecting bikes
The Pedals for Progress cam-

paign at St. Francis de Sales Church 
in Kilmarnock contin ues. Used, 
repairable bikes will be collected 
at the church from 9 a.m. to noon 
on December 13. The bikes will be 
recondi tioned and sent overseas to 
those who have no means of trans-
porta tion.

A suggested donation of $10 
toward the repair bill would be 
appreciated. Sewing machines and 
sporting goods equipment for chil-
dren will also be ac cepted. To 
arrange for a pickup, call 580-8213 
or 462-9936.

Area Events

■ Stew’s on
To warm spirits,  heart, hands 

and feet, the ladies of the Eastern 
Star, King Carter Chapter #5 will 
again serve Brunswick stew on 
December 5, Christmas Parade 
night, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the 
Masonic Lodge in Kilmarnock.

The ladies will have hot Bruns-
wick stew, hot dogs, cold and 
hot drinks, and sweets. Orders 
can be carry-out or the public is 
welcome to come and sit in the 
warmth of the building.

■ Lecture planned  
A free lecture on sugar and its 

effects on the body will be held at 
the Lancaster Community Library 
December 13 from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m.

Stress management and re laxation 
exercises to deal with cravings for 
sugar will be dis cussed. The lecture 
will be presented by Daina Cock-
rell of Callao, a holistic health coun-
selor.

To register, call 529-5949 or 
453-9037.

■ Fruit orders due
The Kilmarnock Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church contin ues its 
annual fruit and nut sale. Orders 
for December should be placed 
by December 8. Call 435-1369, 
580-5376, 435-2048 or 758-1265. 
Orders may be picked up on 
December 18.

It’s almost time for the fourth 
annual “Lights on the Creek,” 
the Irvington boat pa rade on 
Carters Creek. 

Sponsored by the Tides Inn 
and the Rappahannock River 
Yacht Club, the parade is 
De cember 13 at 6 p.m.

There will be several awards 
covering large and small power 
and sailboats.  The perpetual 
Mayor’s Cup, to be engraved 
with the name of the Best in 
Show winner, was do nated by 
The Town of Irving ton and 
Mayor Alexander McDonald 
Fleet.

The show of lighted boats 
will leave the Tides Lodge and 
head up the eastern branch of 
Carters Creek, turn at Jack’s 
Cove and return to the Tides 
Inn. Judges will be aboard the 
Miss Ann, anchored midway.  

Participating boats may pre-
pare and decorate their boats in 
the days prior to the event at the 
Tides Marina.  Participants may 
also dock  at the inn upon con-
clusion of the parade to attend 
an awards ceremony.

The awards presentation and 
reception, open to boat parade 
participants, is at the inn imme-
diately following the pa rade. 
Boats may remain at the inn 
docks for display to the public 
throughout the holi days.

The inn will provide a view-
ing area open to the pub lic on 
the beach with bon fi res, cash 
bar and hot bever ages. Reserva-
tions are encour aged for dining 
and viewing at other inn facili-
ties.

For an entry form, contact 
Sharon Dalby at 438-4421 or 
sharon@tidesinn.com. 

Boats sought for lighted  
parade on Carters Creek

The Richmond County Muse-
um’s Holiday Tree of Love Illumina-
tion Ceremony is Sunday, December 
7, at 4 p.m. at the  Richmond County 
courthouse in Warsaw.

The ceremony begins with car-
oling by area choirs and choral 
groups including the Second Bap-
tist Church Youth Choir of Warsaw, 
Warsaw United Methodist Church 
choir, the Eleanor Dawson and 
Friends Ensemble and the Rappah-
annock High School  Chorus.

Lights on the Tree of Love are 

placed in memory of or in honor of 
loved ones. The Rev. William Amon 
will speak. Prayers will be led by the 
Rev. Robert Dunaway, and names 
of those persons re membered will 
be read aloud.

At 5 p.m. the Tree of Love, 
on the courthouse green, will be 
illuminated. Refreshments will be 
served.

To place a light on the Tree of 
Love, call 333-3607. The tree will 
remain illuminated throughout the 
holiday season

Holiday Tree of Love 
ceremony is December 7

Holiday activities are scheduled throughout the day in 
White Stone on Saturday, December 6.

Breakfast with Santa will be held from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. at 
the White Stone fi re house. Santa will arrive at 8 a.m. and will 
be joined by Frosty the Snowman and Rudolph the Red-nosed 
Rein deer.

A Santa Shop sponsored by the White Stone Business 
As sociation will open at 8:30 a.m. at the Old School build ing 
next to the fi rehouse for children to shop for gifts to give to 
their families.

At 5 p.m., the White Stone Grand Illumination will be held 
at the town lot across Rappahannock Drive from the White 
Stone Post Offi ce. The event features the lighting of the town 
Christmas tree.

It’s beginning to look like 
a White Stone Christmas

The Wicomico Church com-
munity Christmas Tree of 
Lights will be illuminated on 
Saturday, December 6, at 7 
p.m. The tree is trimmed in 
memory or in honor of loved 
ones.

Prior to the lighting, Pastor 
Joe Hammond will conduct a 

brief ceremony. Following the 
lighting, refreshments will be 
served in the Wicomico United 
Methodist Church so cial hall. 
Santa will visit.

To have a light lit for a loved 
one, call Bobbie Christopher at 
580-8702, or Mickey Deibler at 
580-7744. Lights are $5 each.

Wicomico UMC sets tree lighting

  The Animal Welfare League has many animals for adoption to good,
loving homes. The dogs, puppies, cats and kittens change rapidly; in lieu
of listing them, interested persons may call the league at 435-0822 or
Joyce at 462-0091 to be advised of what is available at that time. Visits to
local animal shelters also are encouraged.

Animals for adoption

■ Pioneers plan lunch
Telephone company re tirees, 

spouses and friends are invited to a 
Christmas lun cheon December 10 
at Indian Creek Yacht and Country 
Club. A representative of the Red 
Cross will be the guest speaker.

Tickets are $15 per person. 
Send a check payable to Trea-
surer-Northern Neck Pioneers by 
December 4, in cluding names of 
guests, to Neil Brown, 82 South 
Sioux Road, Kilmarnock, 22482. 
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VHI
Much has been written about the power of the internet to make our 

lives better. And much of it is undoubtedly true. However, to me, the 
internet is always a little bit like a college textbook; it doesn’t do you 
much good if you don’t use it.

It is for this reason that I was very interested to get an annual 
report from Virginia Health In formation  (VHI), an organiza tion ded-
icated to reporting in formation to improve the value and utility of 
the Common wealth’s healthcare costs and quality initiatives. Essen-
tially, VHI is non-profi t, contracted by the Department of Health, to 
provide useful information to consumer and healthcare pur chasers.

So, if you go to their web site, www.vhi.org, there are many useful 
data to help the in formed consumer navigate. While there is no direct 
compar ison of health insurance plans,  a plan’s medical costs ratio is 
shown. This is a graph that shows how much of each dollar in plan 
income is spent on medical care. The higher the percentage, the more 
of each dollar of income the plan spent on medical care that year. 

For example, at the top of the scale Carilion Health Plans has a 
medical cost ratio of 98.5 percent. At the bottom is Peninsula Health-
care, which appears to spend a little more than 72 percent of its pre-
miums directly on healthcare. 

Similarly, the VHI web site gives the administrative ratio, which 
shows how much of each dollar of plan income is spent on admin-
istrative costs such as salaries, offi ce rent and claim processing. 
CareFirst Blue Choice Inc. spends approxi mately 17 percent of its 
income on administration, compared with Virginia Premium Health 
Plan’s 6.3 percent.

Of course, this data does not do you any good if you don’t know 
which HMOs service your area. However, the VHI web site has 
county by county data of this information, too. Additionally, hospi-
tals can eas ily be compared, and, if you want to know about long-
term healthcare insurance, there is a downloadable consumer’s guide 
on how to purchase and what to look for in that insurance.

If you want to be the ulti mate in being an informed con sumer, you 
can download the Health Insurance Option Guide from VHI’s web 
site. It is a complete report explaining ev erything from Medicare to 
PPOs to private medical care options. Of course, none of this infor-
mation is of any value by itself. The only way that it can be helpful 
is if it is accessed, processed and used.

If we don’t want government making our healthcare decisions for 
us, we, as consumers, need to take the responsibility of making a 
well-informed deci sion of our own.

To The Editor:
On behalf of the volunteers and 

the CASA board of direc tors, I 
thank the community for its sup-
port of our fi rst fund-raising proj-
ect. 

For those of you who are not 
familiar with CASA, it stands for 
Court Appointed Special Advo-
cate, and through trained vol-
unteers, we repre sent the best 
interest of chil dren in cases that 
reach the court system in 
Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties. CASA is a national 
organiza tion with 800 chapters in 
all fi fty states. The local chapter 
was organized three years ago by 
Mary Ann Young. 

Our fi rst fund-raising pro ject 
was the recent sale of Christmas 
wreaths, and with the assistance 
of local churches and Deloris 
Low of Rappahannock West-
minster-Canterbury, we sold 365 
wreaths.

We thank everyone for their 
support and we know every one 
will enjoy their beautiful, fra-
grant wreaths. Merry Christmas 
to all.

Marilyn Creager,
president

CASA thanks
supporters

To The Editor:
The sixth annual Festival of the 

Trees has come to a close, and 
we once again raised an incred-
ible amount of money. Even after 
the trials of a hurri cane, the com-
munity came through in a big 
way. Proceeds were $14,000, and 
every cent will be used lo cally to 
help ensure that no person is ever 
turned away from any YMCA 
program.

It’s impossible to name 
ev eryone that had a part in the 
2003 festival—our dedicated, tal-
ented, and fun planning com-
mittee, entry donors, restaurants 
and caterers (the food was once 
again superb), fashion show con-
tributors and participants, YMCA 
staff, The Rappahannock Record, 
WKWI, WRAR, raffl e and bake 
sale contributors, musi cians and 
singers, bidders, lookers, ticket 
buyers, and ex tra volunteers that 
helped in any way needed during 
the event. We offer our most sin-
cere thanks.

Special thanks to Marine Instal-
lations and The Chesapeake 
Angler for the wonderful out-
door decorations; to Mary and 
The River Market for providing 
the incredible fashion show lun-
cheon spread; and to Paul Hand, 
Kenny Clark, Dan Schomer and 
Chris Allen for invaluable set-up, 
take-down and clean-up assis-
tance.

It takes so many people to pro-
duce an event of this pro portion, 
and we appreciate each and every 
one. We hope to see each of you 
at the sev enth annual festival in 
2004.

Anne Hand and
Leslie Yost-Schomer 

Co-chairs

Tree Festival group 
notes thanks

To The Editor:
Finding a suitable job to sup-

port a family in Lancaster County
is increasingly more diffi cult for
adults without a high school
diploma or a GED certifi cate.

The 2000 Census for Lancaster
County reports 881 (10 percent)
adults 25 years and older have
less than a ninth-grade education
and 1,381 (15.6 percent) adults
with ninth- to 12th-grade edu-
cation have no diploma.

Consequently, 25.6 percent of
working adults fi nd their capac-
ity for earning a livable wage
reduced and many are not able
to adequately support their fam-
ilies. There are 665 (13.3 per-
cent) households earning less
than $10,000 a year and 343
(6.8 percent) households earning
$10,000 to $14,999 a year.

These statistics are alarm ing!
The importance of achieving a

high school diploma or GED cer-
tifi cate can not be over empha-
sized. By enrolling in a local
free GED class and earning a
GED diploma, adults have dem-
onstrated they are motivated and
ready to take charge of their lives.
The GED certifi cate can help
adults move on to college, tech-
nical training, or a better job.

Nationally, employers state that
GED graduates are better per-
formers, because they have more
self-confi dence. GED success
results in adults hav ing higher
self-motivation and self-esteem
and these at- trib utes result in
better workers. Employers know
that GED graduates have a cer-
tain set of skills, are willing to
go above and beyond what’s typ-
ically asked and are willing to
apply themselves.

The GED Tests serve only
one purpose—to certify a high
school-level of academic knowl-
edge and skills. The GED Tests
certify these com petencies, no
matter where or in what manner
the individual learned them. Pass-
ing the GED Tests demonstrates
the knowledge and skills of a
high school graduate.

A free adult education class
meets in Kilmarnock on Tuesday
and Thursday from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. in the Technology Center
at Lancaster Middle School. A
home study course also is avail-
able.

Adults 25 years or older with a
GED or high school diploma, earn
an average of $7,000 more each
year than those who have neither.
To register, call 580-3152.

Tonya L. Creasy
Lottsburg

A GED has 
its benefi ts

To The Editor:
I thank all the voters in Dis-

trict 4 in Northumberland County
who supported me and gave me
the honor of becom ing the fi rst
female supervisor in the county’s
history.

As I told many of the voters
during the six months of my door
to door campaign, I will try very
hard to represent my constituency
and to hold the overall best inter-
ests of the county foremost in my
thoughts during my tenure.

I hope that all those sup porters
will accept this letter as a true
expression of my gratitude. I
would have writ ten following the
election when my colleagues did,
but I left for vacation the day after
the election and am just get ting
back. I spent the past six months
going door to door talking with
constituents, learning their views,
and try ing to develop a plan on
how to best represent the district.
After January 1, I expect to spend
much of my time over the next
four years working on behalf
of the fourth district and Nor-
thumberland County in general.
I took the window of opportu-
nity between the elec tion and my
entrance into of fi ce, to take an
extended va cation to rest and pre-
pare my self for the job ahead.

In addition to thanking the
voters, I salute my opponents
in the race. The campaign was
extremely close and an uphill
battle for us all. I con gratulate
Mr. Tomlin and Mr. Fisher for
their clean, respect ful campaigns
run on the is sues.

I also thank the many indi-
viduals who have contacted me
since the election, both by phone
and by mail, with their congratu-
lations  and good wishes. It has
been very heart warming to know
that so many support my efforts
as I face this term in offi ce.

I am extremely grateful and
appreciative of all the support I
have received, both before and
since the election, and I truly

To The Editor:
I was touched by the letter 

entitled, Responding To Rumors, 
written by a loyal wife, defend-
ing the reputation of her husband 
from some vile rumors circulated 
within our community. She was 
under standably distraught that 
“church people,” as she called 
them, would do such a thing. 

Read the sign in front of the 
Baptist Church on Rt. 222, which 
says, “Going to church doesn’t 
make you a Christian, any more 
than going to McDonalds makes 
you a hamburger.”

Having lived in the Northern 
Neck for almost 20  years, I can 
appreciate the sit uation. While I 
have found some of the rumors 
about me to be funny, many 
were merely petty and some hurt 
deeply. One of the funniest was 
when I was offi ciating at a wed-
ding at The Hope and Glory. The 
catering waitress remarked that 
she didn’t know I was a minister; 
she thought I wore black because 
she heard I was a witch. Rumors 
have also circulated that I’m a 
CIA agent, a professional dancer 
(not exotic thank you), a les bian 
(I do my own home re pairs), as 
well as being an American Indian 
(I collect ar tifacts). I won’t share 
the hurt ful ones, which both I, 
and my children, have had to 
endure.

It’s important to remember that 
idle hands are the devil’s work-
shop, and we have an additional 
problem, which is a vast assort-
ment of idle minds. Many people 
can’t dis cuss current events, don’t 
even know who the vice presi-
dent is, let alone where he is, or 
even care about the purpose of 
man, or the miracles seen each 
day. It’s sad, but true.

Finally, I convey my sympa-
thies for  the assault to one’s char-
acter; but there are many other 
victims. A widow friend of mine 
who lived here for over 20 years 
recently sold her home and all 
her belongings and left the North-
ern Neck because of vile rumors 
she could not bear, nor allow to 
impact her real estate busi ness. 
The rumor mill cost her every-
thing she valued in life. God 
forbid one should be a single, 
attractive female. Some of it is 
also plain jeal ousy, but it hurts 
nonetheless.

How ironic, while I was about 
to FAX  this letter to the paper, I 
got a call from a neighbor, who 
shared a rumor she heard about 
me (she’s my friend). She chuck-
led as she asked me if my boy-
friend was moving in. We both 
laughed, since she knew a friend 
of mine had let me use his truck 
to empty my storage locker and 
let me leave the truck in my 
driveway while I was out of town 
visiting my parents. So, laugh at 
them; that’s what fools do, they 
make us laugh.

Susan J. Maples
Weems

Rumor is 
talk of fools

Yesteryear
in Lancaster
(A nostalgic reprint from the 

October 23, 1903, and October 30, 
1903, issues of the Virginia Citi-
zen.)
To Confederate Veterans

[October 23, 1903]
Capt. Messick’s steamer will 

take all the Veterans who wish 
to attend the reunion at New port 
News next week. Steamer will 
leave Merry Point Tuesday next, 
11 a.m. and Irvington at noon. The 
steamer will return on Friday.
Kilmarnock

 [October 30, 1903]
They do say Kilmarnock needs 

a Y.M.C.A. What are the Christian 
people doing to keep the young 
men and boys from being enticed 
to the one place of social amuse-
ment in this vil lage? It does seem 
as if the Christian fathers and moth-
ers should feel enough interest in 
their boys to know where and how 
they spend their evenings. If they 
must go away from home evenings 
for pleasure, why should they seek 
the Club Room? Why? Because 
they have no other place opened 
to them. Again, when the travel ing 
salesmen or visitors come to our 
village, what pleasures do they fi nd 
for an evening? If the dry people, 
or rather the Christian parents, ever 
expect to save the boys of Kilmar-
nock they should be up and doing 
something to save them now. Why 
not open a “reading Room” or 
organize a Y.MC.A. for the benefi t 
of our boys? God save the boys is 
the prayer of one PARENT.

(Transcribed by volunteers of 
the Mary Ball Washington Mu seum 
and Library.)

Russell thanks 
constituents
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Letters to the Editor

This past weekend my good wife convinced me 
that the time fi nally had arrived to begin the pro-
cess of cleaning out our barn. She had all the argu-
ments on her side; I was defenseless to offer any 
rejoinders. She said that the weather was perfect, 
clear and clean, yet too cold to encounter any slith-
ery beings. The cats have done their job and we 
have seen no mice on the property for months. 
There was truly nothing I could do to forestall the 
inevitable and off we trudged “en famille” to begin 
the task, the way being led by the B.E.s who were 
eager to fi nd hidden treasures.

It was a chore I had avoided allowing into my 
consciousness for months. In 1968 my parents 
bought our farm and moved things down from our 
old family home in Westmoreland County. Some of 
those boxes had sat there for these 35 years wait-
ing to be opened by little hands driven to know 
what grandparents they never knew had squirreled 
away.

Childhood toys of mine were a particular hit with 
the B.E.s, and drew some responses from my wife 
as well, given that she is a few months younger 
than I. I found my second-grade class picture and 
told the younger B.E.  that was where I was at her 
age. We found a lamp my mother had bought for 
the old house and it immediately aroused the inter-
est of the elder B.E. who expressed the desire to 
have it in his room. Nostalgia was the order of the 
day.

We knew that the 1947 Dumont television was 
there, but an unexpected fi nd was the table on 
which it had sat. My father had paid $550 for the 
TV only to have it stolen when our house was bur-
glarized three years later. A year after that unpleas-
ant incident, the authorities called to say they had 
found it, one of many that had been stolen and 
fenced in that year. My mother had asked if it still 
played, and the offi cer said, “Well, it was working 
when we unplugged it last night.” Now decades 
later we too are wondering if it still might give a 
picture and if the built-in FM radio could offer a 

tune or two by singers not born when it was made.
In 1978 our friend, Adolph Burrell, tore down 

a wing of a house in Essex County and stored it 
in the loft of the barn. The next year he and his 
nephew, Sam Carter, built a wing on our farmhouse 
made from the salvaged lumber. It blends so well 
that one cannot tell the old old from the new old. 
This cleaning venture caused us to realize that the 
residue could build another wing and more.

The toy department, not surprisingly, proved to 
be the big casino, to paraphrase President Reagan. 
I must say, although unplanned and not forethought 
by my wife, the barn cleaning could not have come 
at a better time with Christmas less than four weeks 
away. We found suffi cient merchandise to compete 
with the chain stores. I admit that a fair amount of 
it was left in the barn by previous owners, however 
most was mine.

What we found predated the electronic age and 
refl ects a simpler time when Gameboys had not yet 
been invented. Made-in-the-U.S.A. trucks and bull-
dozers then were much sturdier than their modern 
import successors. Cowboy hats were real cowhide 
back then and wood still was a medium for real 
toys, but the dawn of the age of plastic had arrived 
as well.

We were not the fi rst to fi nd some of the things; 
silverfi sh had discovered some of the paperwork 
and long-deceased mice had made the round as 
well, but happily we found no carcasses. On the 
downside, these  things had been put away in the 
days before steralite see-through containers and the 
barn clearly is not climate-controlled.

The weekend jaunt has provided my wife with 
further ambition. We are not only to persevere with 
the present effort, but to lay plans for using the 
space more effectively. Three pickup truck trips to 
the dump later, I can admit with full candor that her 
project has great merit and when spring arrives, the 
barn will be clean. The good stuff will be in order 
and there will have been many, many more trips to 
the dump.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Letters to
the Editor

(continued on page A5)

by Robert Mason Jr.
“O Christmas Tree, O Christmas 

Tree, Thou standest so sedately.
O Christmas Tree, O Christmas 

Tree, So green and tall and stately;
Your needles fi rm do ever shine, 

In Winter, Spring, or Summertime,
O Christmas Tree, O Christmas 

Tree, So green and tall and stately.”
It’s tree time.
I don’t mean to sound like a 

Grinch or a tree-hugger, but what’s 
with this tradition of killing an 
otherwise healthy specimen of a 
living, breath ing organism?

It’s sadistic. There’s no other 
explanation.

And I’m as guilty as the next 
Christian.

I’ve cut my share of trees, 
or endorsed the slaughter of 
ev ergreens by purchasing them 
from the grocery store or other 
agents.

I’ve tried the artifi cial route. Just 
last year, I put up one of those 
white plastic contrap tions. It sat-
isfi ed a need. Where else would 
I hang my ornaments? In that 
respect, it served a purpose.

But, as its days turned into 
months, I lost all respect for it.

There’s something to be said 
for picking up those dreaded nee-
dles as opposed to picking up little 
white plastic shards. 

I missed the fresh-cut smell and 
the tinkle of ornaments crashing to 
the fl oor as a weak, dying branch 
gave way to the weight.

As I look out my window at a 
fi eld of ripe evergreens, it occurs 
to me that I could just as soon run 
an extension cord out there, pick a 
tree, string it with lights, throw on 
some or naments and top it with a 
star.

That would please the en viro-
Nazi’s, but would it sat isfy this 
innate desire to wres tle a tree into 
the corner of the living room? 

O Christmas Tree,
Thou sure do haunt us.
If we don’t bring a tree into the 

house, would we really miss out on 
the true meaning of Christmas?

Tree shipments began arriv ing 
locally some two weeks ago.

I don’t care how much wa ter 
laced with sugar, aspirin, some 
other folk solution, or commercial 
preservative you apply, that sucker 
is dying. It’s going to dry out. Its 
needles are going to turn brown 
and drop off, it’s going to die. You 
cut off its lifeline, it’s going to die.

Is that really anyway to cel ebrate 
the birth of a savior?

It had to be a wise man who 
said, “A king is born, let’s go chop 
down a tree.” It didn’t come from 
an angel on high.

And just last week, Gov. Mark 
R. Warner declared De cember 
2003 Virginia Christ mas Tree 
Month. Now, it’s my civic duty 
to support the Commonwealth’s 
homegrown industry.

According to the governor, or 
his press release writers, “Christ-
mas trees make a posi tive contribu-
tion to the state’s economy with 
growers annu ally selling an esti-
mated 1.7-million Virginia grown 
Christmas trees throughout the 
United States.”

Annual profi ts are nearly $34 
million, they say.

They also say Virginia’s Christ-
mas tree growers are good stew-
ards, replacing each tree harvested 
with a new seedling.

That’s reassuring in a con-
science-clearing sort of way.

Now I can chop down a tree and 
feel great about it.

I’ve got my eye on one in a 
neighbor’s yard.
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To The Editor: 
The United States is now a 

managed democracy, a system of 
government that appears demo-
cratic, but is manipulated within 
by the regime in power.

This alarming trend was evi-
dent in recent news. The way in 
which the presi dent and the Con-
gress pushed through the Medi-
care bill seems to have riled those 
from the far right to the far left.

The liberal Washington Post 
called it “government by 
jug gernaut” and lamented that 
the “bullying, win-by-any-means 
style [of the House Republi cans] 
has become the congres sional 
norm.” 

Norman Ornstein, congres-
sional scholar at the conserva tive 
American Enterprise Insti tute, 
said “the vote was the ugliest and 
most outrageous breach of stan-
dards in the mod ern history of 
the House.” 

Robert Novak, dean of the con-
servative press, was out raged at 
the “hammering” of conserva-
tives opposing the bill who were 
told that by opposing it “they 
were endangering their political 
futures.” 

David Boaz of the libertarian 
Cato Institute suggested that Lib-
ertarians might withhold votes 
from President Bush for aban-
doning libertarian princi ples.

The high-handed way in which 
the Medicare legislation was 
handled is only one exam ple 
of a pattern of manipula tion, 
misinformation, half-truths, mis-
nomers, and procedu ral shenan-
igans used by Repub licans who 
control two branches of govern-
ment and more than half the 

Managing democracy

has a

Treeful of Gifts
  for a

    Merrier

  Christmas

Drop in while selection on
all our name brand
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“Let freedom ring for all enduring time”
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“an arresting, storyteller style . . .”
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“Fascinatingly feching text . . .”

• Text from Powhatan to the present day

• 224 pages
• 350 photos

If you like the Northern Neck, you’ll love this
book ... A perfect Christmas gift.

Sixth printing.  Updated epilog.

Signed copies are available locally in bookstores
and at the Rappahannock Record office.

To order by mail, send a check for $36.95 to
John C. Wilson, Cannon & Co., P.O. Box 916

Kilmarnock, 22482.  Prompt delivery.

The Northern Neck Illustrated Journal
A first for our region by artist, Bill Martz

11 x 8 1/2 hardback book
158 pages showing life in each of the 5 counties of

the Northern Neck
Strictly limited to little more than 1000 books.

Signed and numbered.
Never to be reprinted.

135 drawings and 4 full color reproductions
bringing you some of the best the area has to offer!

Record your life on its pages for 3 years.
Calendars for the next 6 years.

********

Bill and Theresa Martz invite you to join them for the public debut of

The Northern Neck Illustrated Journal
at the Book Nook in Kilmarnock

on Saturday, December 6, 2003 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Initial Offering price thru December 5, 2003 is
$125 plus tax (5.63). Shipping if necessary is $7.
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-248-7281 for information

Local 804-529-7486

To Order: make check payable to BMI
Mail to BMI, P.O. Box 380, Lottsburg, Va. 22511

To The Editor:
When the new Lancaster 

County School Board takes of fi ce 
in January, it might be worth-
while for the board to call for 
the creation of a committee of 
school patrons and supporters to 
join inde pendently in the support 
of quality education. The com-
mittee would be open to all who 
wish to participate.

Quality in all educational 
aspects would be the goal of 
the committee. In addition to the 
interests of students and teach-
ers, the committee could give 
consideration to both the school 
board and the board of supervi-
sors’ approaches to the schools.

Broadening the community’s 
interest and focusing on edu-
cation accomplishment in our 
county would be the ultimate 
aim and would be a major plus. 
The above might be a valuable 
approach in that re gard.

Wade Mann
Former School Board Member

County school 
committee urged

Letters to the Editor
look forward to the chal lenges of 
the next four years. I urge all my 
constituents to stay informed on 
the issues and to contact me with 
their input.

I can’t promise to satisfy every-
body but I can promise to try and 
listen and to do my best to refl ect 
the views of the majority.

Feel free to contact me by 
mail at P.O. Box 547, Wicomico 
Church, 22579 and by phone at 
580-4180.

Pamela C. Russell
Wicomico Church

third.
Consider the “elastic truth” 

dished to the public about the 
“imminent” threat of Iraq to sell 
the war; Dick Cheney’s “stealth” 
energy task force that shoveled 
subsidies to energy corporations; 
the fanfare of promoting the edu-
cation bill, then under-funding 
it; the vin dictive illegal disclo-
sure of a CIA operative, then 
suppress ing the search for the 
perpetra tor lest it lead to the 
White House; the Patriot Act, 
which threatens personal rights 
and freedoms under the guise of 
fi ghting terrorism; hyping home-
land security, then short-funding 
the programs; masking the truth 
of human loss and ul timate costs 
of the Iraq war.

The most devastating com-
ment on the political atmo sphere 
last week was that of columnist 
David Broder: “Be thankful this 
Thanksgiving,” he said, “that no 
civil war looms, for the divisions 
are everywhere to be seen.” It is 
troubling that a respected jour-
nalist like Broder sees the Civil 
War as a benchmark for today’s 
political divide. 

The power that we grant our 
elected leaders through the Con-
stitution is based on the princi-
ple that the majority will ac cept, 
respect and protect the rights of 
the minority, and in return the 
minority will accede to decisions 
made against its will.

When the voice of the minor-
ity is muted by rules, evaded by 
procedures, and participation in 
the formulation of national pol-
icy is snuffed as it was in the 
Medicare legislation, the com-
pact between people and their 

government is poisoned.
Conservatives and liberals 

should be alarmed by the divi-
sions within America. Comity, 
the willingness to grant a privi-
lege to others—not as a matter 
of right, but out of deference 
and good will— is the glue 
that enables disparate societies to 
peacefully coexist. It is a Chris-
tian concept, one that should 
be embraced by all. But the 
Re publican leadership seems to 
have overlooked this in its rush 
to deliver the president a pre-
scription drug plum for his presi-
dential race. 

The most telling political the-
ater last week was Majority 
Leader Bill Frist doing victory 
laps on the Senate fl oor after 
the Medicare vote. With foot ball 
under arm, talking smash-mouth 
about running the Medi care ball 
down the Democrats throat. 

There is a razor-thin margin 
in this country on nearly every 
issue. When a president must be 
selected by the Supreme Court 
over the plurality of votes for 
an opponent, it shows  deep fi s-
sures in the society. Neither is 
the margin between the parties 
that great in either the House or 
the Senate. 

Without manipulating rules 
and using political intimida tion, 
the Republican leadership could 
likely not prevail against opposi-
tion from the right and the left 
as it did with the Medi care bill. 
The Republican ma jority has the 
advantage, but it should not be 
mistaken for a mandate.

The currency of partisan poli-
tics today is division. How else 
is a politician of either stripe to 
fi nd his or her identity? Trends 
suggest that the electorate will 
continue to squander its energy 
on questions of gay unions, abor-
tion, Ten Commandments, fl ag 
burning and race at the nudging 
of politicians. Mean while, the 
public seems content to avoid 
debates on major is sues such as 
Social Security, health care, edu-
cation, foreign policy, fi nancial 
security, jobs and other problems 
that really affect one’s life. 

Politicians prefer it that way. 
It makes democracy easier to 
manage. 

Jim Curlin
Lottsburg

(continued from page A4)

The mission of Adult Services and Adult Pro-
tective Services, as provided through local Depart-
ments of Social Services, is to serve adults through 
programs that prevent and protect older and 
incapac itated adults from abuse, ne glect, and/or 
exploitation; pre vent the inappropriate institu-
tionalization of impaired adults; assist when nec-
essary with appropriate placement; and maximize 
self-suffi ciency.

Adult Services are provided to impaired persons 
18 years of age and older, to persons 60 or 
older; and to their families, when appropriate. 
Services are designed to allow the adult to 
remain in the least re strictive setting and func-
tion as independently as possible by establishing 
and/or strengthening appropriate fam ily and social 
support systems or by supporting the adult in 
self-determination.

These services include the identifi cation, receipt, 
and in vestigation of complaints and reports of 
adult abuse, neglect, self-neglect and/or exploita-
tion and the provision of ser vices to alleviate 
and/or re duce the risk of further abuse, neglect or 
exploitation.

An important distinction be tween Adult Ser-
vices and Adult Protective Services is that in order 
for Adult Protective Services to be pro vided, a 
local Department of Social Services must fi rst 
re ceive and investigate a valid report of abuse, 
neglect and/or exploitation; and the investi gation 
must determine that the adult needs and accepts 
pro tective services or protective services are 
ordered by a court.

Inherent to both of these programs is an adult’s 
right to self-determination.  An adult in the Com-

monwealth has the right to decide how and in 
what conditions he or she chooses to live as long 
as he or she does not violate the laws of the Com-
monwealth or other local laws or ordinances; does 
not pose an imminent danger to himself or others; 
and has the capacity to under stand the possible 
risks of his or her choices.

Of particular concern for a community are often 
individu als who have eccentricities or who appear 
to have unre solved mental health issues. Unless 
these individuals have been duly adjudicated inca-
pacitated by a court of law, they are free to choose 
their own lifestyles and living con ditions.

While the Department of Social Services and 
other agencies, such as aging and mental health 
agencies, are available to offer support ser vices, 
the services must be accepted voluntarily on the 
part of the adult, and the adult must otherwise 
meet eligibil ity criteria. This can be very diffi cult 
for a community, its citizens and staff of support 
agencies to accept when a member of the commu-
nity ap pears to be experiencing diffi  culty.

It should be noted that par ticipation in most ser-
vices of fered by the Department of Social Ser-
vices and other agencies is protected by strong 
confi dentiality laws to protect the privacy right of 
the partic ipants.

Residents of Lancaster County who believe they 
may qualify for Adult Services, or those con-
cerned that an adult in the county is the victim of 
or at risk of abuse, neglect or exploitation, should 
call the Lancaster County Department of Social 
Services at 462-5141. Residents of other local-
ities should call their local Department of Social 
Services.

Social Services Department 
explains programs for adults

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com

To Place Your Ad
Call 435-1701
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Massages Facials

Nail Care
Body

Treatments

- Soothing Stones

- Classic

- Deep Tissue

- Custom

- Lymphatic Drainage

- Maternity

- Manicure

- Pedicure

- Custom

- Deep Cleansing

- Age Softening

- Intensive Hydrating

- Gentleman's

- Body Wraps

- Body Exfoliation

- Mud Therapy

At

804.438.4430

Gift Certificates

Make Great Holiday Gifts!

�������������	��
���������

Janice Rice,

Independent Consultant

Holiday gift ideas
for everyone
on your list.
Full line of inventory available

www.marykay.com/jrice1

804-435-7322

Gift Certificate

5 years experience

All Occasions
Cards & Gifts

• Wedding
      Invitations

• Bridal
    Accessories

Lancaster Square•Kilmarnock
435-3199 • M-F 9:30-6

Sat 9:30-5

The Town of IrvingtonThe Town of IrvingtonThe Town of IrvingtonThe Town of IrvingtonThe Town of Irvington
The Irvington Chamber of CommerceThe Irvington Chamber of CommerceThe Irvington Chamber of CommerceThe Irvington Chamber of CommerceThe Irvington Chamber of Commerce
& Village Improvement Association& Village Improvement Association& Village Improvement Association& Village Improvement Association& Village Improvement Association

Santa & his Sleigh returns to the Market!
Pictures of Children & Pets taken

$6.50 per photo $10.00 for more than 1 child (pet)
Visit with Santa!  It’s a great opportunity for the perfect

family Christmas Card !!!
This is an annual fundraiser for the IBITS

(The Irvington Baptist In-touch Mission Ladies)

Design by Bay Window

from 9 till noon!from 9 till noon!from 9 till noon!from 9 till noon!from 9 till noon!
Last Market of 2003Last Market of 2003Last Market of 2003Last Market of 2003Last Market of 2003

Offerings by 70 Quality VendorsOfferings by 70 Quality VendorsOfferings by 70 Quality VendorsOfferings by 70 Quality VendorsOfferings by 70 Quality Vendors
Fresh Produce, Prepared Foods, Baked Goods, Plants,
a Wide Selection of Unique Handcrafted Goods, Art

and much more!

Remember! The Irvington Farmers’ Market takes place the 1st
Saturday of each month, April through December!

If you would like more information, please call Marybeth Sisson at
438-6180 or Alison Drake at 804-438-5447. Thank you.

Coffee and RefreshmentsCoffee and RefreshmentsCoffee and RefreshmentsCoffee and RefreshmentsCoffee and Refreshments
in the Gazebo

Free Children’s Activity
“The Floating
Folk Festival”

On King Carter Drive, Next to Chesapeake Bank

Irvington Commons

8 a.m. till 12 noon (rain or shine)

Saturday, Dec. 6,

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

Our Blessings . . .
Emily Mills & Bishop Bosher

December 13, 2003

Beth Pease & Jim Forrester
January 10, 2004

April Lynn Jones & Kevin Hamilton Brenner
February 14, 2004

To our most recent
Brides & Grooms

“Making Memories since 1969”
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Irvington Christmas Crawl.
Saturday, December 13, 10 am-5 pm

����!�����!�����"�#!
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Everyone has heard of “A 
Christmas Carol.” The story of 
how Charles Dickens wrote the 
classic Christmas story is de picted 
in the play, “A Charles Dickens 
Christmas,” to be pre sented Sat-
urday and Sunday, December 6 
and 7, at the Lan caster Middle 
School Theater.

Showtimes are 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sunday.

Audiences will recognize the 
cast members from Dickens’ life 
as those he por trays in “A Christ-
mas Carol.” There’s a Scrooge, 
a Tiny Tim and a Marley. The 
char acters in the Christmas clas-
sic evolve from Dickens’ back-
ground.

“A Charles Dickens Christ-
mas” follows young Dickens as 
he struggles to provide his pub-
lisher with a Christmas story he 
has promised to write. With the 
aid of his artistic muse, Dickens 
comes to terms with his troubled 
youth to learn the true mean ing 
of Christmas and the in spiration 
for his holiday clas sic.

The play is presented by the 
LMS Drama Club. Sydney Shiv-
ers portrays Charles Dick ens; 
Grace Perkins is John Dickens; 
Catie Miller  is Eliza beth Dick-
ens; Jared Bouis is Tim Trotwood; 
Melissa Schomer is Rachael;  
Belanda Jessup is Mrs. Furnival; 
Bianca Nunez is a young woman; 
Richard Bunnell is Mr. Chap man; 
and Conner Flynn is a young 
Charles Dickens.

Carolyn Shrader, Christina 
Syversen, Holly Selph, Danielle 
Ingram and Kristen Connelly play 
various roles as street people 
of London. Alexandra Barton, 
Lynasia Veney, Katelyn Keyser, 
Des tiny Howard, Samoya Ball, 
Kierra Scott, April Gaddy, Karen 
Smith and Destiny Howard are 
cafe patrons. Kelsey Jett is a 
fl ower girl; Gabrielle Mondy is 
lawyer Alfred Harg reaves.

Ashley Rose, Danielle Shel-
ton, Genevieve Campagnola and 
Desiree Selph are orphans. Barton 
also portrays a debtor’s prison 
guard.

Director Robin Blake said she 
is pleased with the progress cast 
members made during a limited 
amount of re hearsal time due to 
Hurricane Isabel and other sched-
uling confl icts.

“This is a great play for En glish 
teachers to use for com parisons 
and symbolism,” said Blake. “It 
really is neat to try to fi gure 
out who the charac ters are in 
‘A Christmas Carol’ and how 
they are de rived from this play. 
I hope people take advan tage of 
the inexpensive ticket prices and 
come and see the show and enjoy 
the fi rst play of the Christmas 
season.”

Doors open an hour before 
the scheduled shows. Tickets 
may be purchased in advance 
at LMS or at the door. Tickets 
are $4 for adults and $2 for stu-
dents. 

Looking for a place to take 
the entire family for holiday 
en tertainment? Want to experi-
ence a live Christmas concert 
with an orchestra and choir and 
mu sic that appeals to young 
and old?

Look no further. The Chesa-
peake Chorale is coming to 
town.  Under the artistic di rec-
tion of David Stephenson, 
“What Sweeter Music” will 
be presented in Middlesex and 
Lan caster counties beginning 
Sat urday, December 6.

The chorale will open with a 
collection of traditional carols 
reminiscent of Christmas past. 
Experience the incredible 
sound of those carols sung by a 
choir of 100 voices and accom-
panied by a 16-piece string and 
wind orchestra.

The musical arrangements of 
modern-day carol master, John 
Rutter, will also be fea tured. 
Selections include “Candlelight 
Carol,” “Infant Holy, Infant 
Lowly” and “We Wish You a 
Merry Christmas.” Addition ally, 
there will be fa vorite stan dards 
such as “Fa, La, La, La, La,” 
“The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas” and “We Three Kings.”

Doug Harris will accom pany 

the chorale on piano and harpsi-
chord and play a piano solo 
medley. Tenor David Long and 
his daughter, soprano Suzanne 
Long, are featured soloists on 
the Harold Drake ar rangement 
of “In the Bleak Midwinter.”  

Concerts are at St. Clare 
Walker Middle School audito-
rium in Locust Hill on Decem-
ber 6 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, 
December 7, at 3 p.m. 

A special performance will 
be held at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater on School 
Street in Kilmarnock on Sun-
day, December 14, at 3 p.m.

The chorale is a non-profit, 
volunteer organization. Thanks 
to private donations that under-
write the concert series, every 
dollar of ticket sales supports 
local school music programs. 

Concert tickets are $5 at the 
door. Tickets may be pur chased 
in advance at All Occa sions 
Gifts, Bank of Lancaster, The 
Sweet Shoppe, Cyndy’s Bynn, 
David’s Last Chance, Family 
Chiropractic of Saluda, Hen-
ley’s Do-It Center, Hurd’s 
Hardware, The Medicine 
Shoppe and River Birch Gifts, 
or call 776-6018 for reserva-
tions.

Chesapeake Chorale to pre sent
concerts in Middlesex, Lan caster

The marriage of April Marie 
Nash, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert E. Nash of Callao, 
to Dennis Keith O’Bier, the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest L. O’Bier 
of Lottsburg, took place August 
23 at Coan Baptist Church in 
Heathsville. The Rev. Lee Farmer 
offi ciated.

Dawn Fisher, sister of the 
bride, was maid of honor. Yvonne 
Woolard, sister of the groom, was 
bridesmaid. Mackenzie Dameron, 
Alyson Sisson, cousins of the 
bride, and Samantha Fisher, niece 
of the bride, were fl ower girls.

Ernest L. O’Bier, father of the 

groom, was best man. Christian 
Nash, brother of the bride, was 
groomsman. Connor Woolard, 
nephew of the groom, and Tristan 
O’Bier, son of the bride and 
groom, were ring bearers.

The guest book attendants were 
Stephanie Withers and Samantha 
Saville, cousins of the bride. The 
mistress of cer emonies was Mary 
Ann Lockhardt, cousin of the 
bride. Caitlyn Cralle and Emma 
Saunders, friends of the bride, 
handed out the programs.

A reception was held at the 
Callao Moose Lodge. The couple 
resides in Callao.

O’Bier-Nash exchange vows
Mrs. Dennis Keith O’Bier
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Store hours  Monday-Saturday 10:30-5:30  •  Sunday  10-4

gl it ter, g lamour & gif t s  galore!

complimentary gift wrapping

‘A Charles Dickens Christ mas’
opens Saturday, three shows set

Piper’s Pub & Tea Room in 
Kilmarnock on December 13 will 
host Thea Marshall’s Read ers The-
ater & Radio Company.

The traveling troupe will pre-
sent “Speaking of Christmas” at   7 
p.m.

The cast includes Jill Latell, John 
Pitman, Steve Rice, Tess Dumais 
and Marshall.

The company also includes 
Sharon Robertson, Amy Lewis, 
Don McClean, William Penn Rus-
sell and Joanne Chewning.

Dinner reservations are rec-
ommended. Call 435-7178.

Meanwhile, the Reader’s The-
ater & Radio Company is avail able 
for local bookings. Call Marshall 
at 438-6608.

Readers Theater sets 
holiday performance

At 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7, the Northumber land County 
Historical Soci ety will welcome 
members and guests to its tradi-
tional seasonal celebration.

The Fifth-Grade Boys’ Choir 
of Northumberland, led by Todd 
Barnes, will present an eclectic 
program of sea sonal music rang-
ing from folk  to classical selec-

tions. A highlight will be the 
perfor mance of “Silent Night” in 
sign language. The choir will be 
accompanied by Celeste Gates on 
the fl ute.

The music program will be pre-
ceded by the reading of the tra-
ditional Nativity Story by Jane 
Henson and followed by a social 
hour. Guests are wel come. 

NCHS to hold holiday program

To announce your
“newest addition”

call
435-1701

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!

The Chesapeake Chorale rehearses for its upcoming concerts.
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NORTHERN
NECK

STATE BANK
B U R G E S S

K I L M A R N O C K

M O N T R O S S

R E E D V I L L E

T A P P A H A N N O C K
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WHITE STONE

PLEASE JOIN US ONPLEASE JOIN US ONPLEASE JOIN US ONPLEASE JOIN US ONPLEASE JOIN US ON
SUN. DEC. 14SUN. DEC. 14SUN. DEC. 14SUN. DEC. 14SUN. DEC. 14

IN LIVELIN LIVELIN LIVELIN LIVELIN LIVELY FOR OURY FOR OURY FOR OURY FOR OURY FOR OUR
ANNUALANNUALANNUALANNUALANNUAL

CHRISTMAS CELEBRACHRISTMAS CELEBRACHRISTMAS CELEBRACHRISTMAS CELEBRACHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

ACTIVITIES IN THE FIREHOUSE INCLUDE:ACTIVITIES IN THE FIREHOUSE INCLUDE:ACTIVITIES IN THE FIREHOUSE INCLUDE:ACTIVITIES IN THE FIREHOUSE INCLUDE:ACTIVITIES IN THE FIREHOUSE INCLUDE:
Santa Land Featuring Santa ClausSanta Land Featuring Santa ClausSanta Land Featuring Santa ClausSanta Land Featuring Santa ClausSanta Land Featuring Santa Claus
Get YGet YGet YGet YGet Your Photo Tour Photo Tour Photo Tour Photo Tour Photo Taken Waken Waken Waken Waken With Santaith Santaith Santaith Santaith Santa

 Cub Scout Pack W Cub Scout Pack W Cub Scout Pack W Cub Scout Pack W Cub Scout Pack Will Prill Prill Prill Prill Provide Choice Selections atovide Choice Selections atovide Choice Selections atovide Choice Selections atovide Choice Selections at
Santa’Santa’Santa’Santa’Santa’s Ws Ws Ws Ws Workshop For All Those Yorkshop For All Those Yorkshop For All Those Yorkshop For All Those Yorkshop For All Those Young Shoppersoung Shoppersoung Shoppersoung Shoppersoung Shoppers

Bake Sale  - Fire Safety DemonstrationsBake Sale  - Fire Safety DemonstrationsBake Sale  - Fire Safety DemonstrationsBake Sale  - Fire Safety DemonstrationsBake Sale  - Fire Safety Demonstrations
Khristmas Kitchen WKhristmas Kitchen WKhristmas Kitchen WKhristmas Kitchen WKhristmas Kitchen With Delicious Soups,  Desserith Delicious Soups,  Desserith Delicious Soups,  Desserith Delicious Soups,  Desserith Delicious Soups,  Desserts & Beveragests & Beveragests & Beveragests & Beveragests & Beverages

Festivities Begin At 4:00 p.m.Festivities Begin At 4:00 p.m.Festivities Begin At 4:00 p.m.Festivities Begin At 4:00 p.m.Festivities Begin At 4:00 p.m.
Parade Begins At 5:00 p.m.Parade Begins At 5:00 p.m.Parade Begins At 5:00 p.m.Parade Begins At 5:00 p.m.Parade Begins At 5:00 p.m.
Santa Arrives At 5:30 p.m.Santa Arrives At 5:30 p.m.Santa Arrives At 5:30 p.m.Santa Arrives At 5:30 p.m.Santa Arrives At 5:30 p.m.
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BANK  OFBANK  OFBANK  OFBANK  OFBANK  OF
NORNORNORNORNORTHUMBERLANDTHUMBERLANDTHUMBERLANDTHUMBERLANDTHUMBERLAND

Heathsville, Callao, BurHeathsville, Callao, BurHeathsville, Callao, BurHeathsville, Callao, BurHeathsville, Callao, Burgess, Kilmargess, Kilmargess, Kilmargess, Kilmargess, Kilmarnocknocknocknocknock

 FM105.5

AM 1000

800-966-9727

TAPPAHANNOCK

VIRGINIA

WWWWWe We We We We Would Like Tould Like Tould Like Tould Like Tould Like To Thank Our Corporate Sponsors Below For This Evento Thank Our Corporate Sponsors Below For This Evento Thank Our Corporate Sponsors Below For This Evento Thank Our Corporate Sponsors Below For This Evento Thank Our Corporate Sponsors Below For This Event

WRARWRARWRARWRARWRAR

Ladies Apparel
     • Resort & Country Club Casual
     • Better Bridge • Novelty Jackets & Sweaters
     • Holly Ball & Holiday attire

24 West Church Street • Kilmarnock, VA
435-2200

20% off allJackets &Slacks

Hats, Gloves, Jewelry & Accessories
Petites, Missy & Plus Sizes

1/2 Block from Main St. next to “The Shoe Store”

Jingle Her Bell
This

Christmas
With a Gift

from

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

Home
Accessories.

Irvington, Virginia 438.9007

River Cottage
The

Art
+

Lamps
+

Candles
+

Rugs

Christmas Open House
Tues. Dec. 9th  2 to 8

food, spirits and savings

Ladies Night
Tues. Dec 16th  5 to 8

See what your mate wrote

in our  Wish Book

Village of Irvington  438-6779

Jones-Brenner

April Lynn Jones and
Kevin Hamilton Brenner

Mrs. Barbara N. Smith of 
Weems and Larry A. Smith of 
Kilmarnock announcement the 
engagement of their daughter, 
Stephanie Hope, to Jesse Smith 
Davis, the son of Catherine New-
some of Ophelia and Clifton 
Davis of Abbeville, La.

Miss Smith is a 1995 gradu ate 
of Lancaster High School and is 
presently employed with Chesa-
peake Medical Group in Kilmar-
nock. The prospective groom is 
a 1994 graduate of Northumber-
land High School and is owner 
of JSD Tractor and Excavation.

The couple plans a May 1, 
2004, wedding to be held at 
Belle Isle Mansion in Lancaster 
County.

Stephanie Hope Smith
and Jesse Smith Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Ruperti 
announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Nicole Rebecca, to Shan-
non Joe Marsh, formerly of Abbev-
ille, La.

The bride-to-be is a 1996 gradu-
ate of Lancaster High School and 
is currently a con tract employee 
with Chesapeake Medical Group.

The prospective groom 
ap prenticed with Gene’s Masonry 
Inc. and has been employed with 
the company for fi ve years.

The wedding will take place in 
February 2004 at the home of the 
bride’s parents. A reception will 
follow at the Beach Road Enter-
tainment Hall.

Jones-Brenner

Hope-Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Paul 
Jones Jr. of Burgess announce 
the engagement of their daugh-
ter, April Lynn, to Kevin Hamil-
ton Brenner, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert L. Brenner and Mrs. and 
Mrs. Rodney C. Berry III, all of 
Richmond.

Miss Jones is the co-owner 
of Wildest Dreams, a clothing 
bou tique and salon in Burgess. 
Brenner is an electrician with 
Badenoch Electrical of Burgess.

The couple plan a  February 
14, 2004, wedding.

April Lynn Jones and
Kevin Hamilton Brenner

Local News
Holiday guests of Mrs. George 

Wyatt Cutler were her son and 
daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wyatt Cutler of Oriental, N.C. 
Her other son and family, Mr. 
and Mrs. James Cutler and son, 
Brian, of Richmond joined them 
on Thanksgiving.

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Keyser, 
their son and his fam ily, Greg 
and Krista Keyser, Halle and 
Kelsey, have re turned from a 
week in Florida including 
Disney World.

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Blanken-
ship enjoyed having their chil-
dren, Sara of Salt Lake City, 
Utah, and David of Flint, Mich., 
here for the Thanksgiving holi-
day.

Mrs. Agnes Lee was the guest 
of her daughter, Donna Fenster-
macher, and Drew Gulbranson 
for Thanksgiving dinner.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Spafford 
had as recent houseguests Mrs. 
Ann Zanti of Ellicott City, Md., 
and her sister, Mrs. Ann Shirley 
Womble of Raleigh, N.C., and 
her grand daughter, Miss Brandy 
Deferidge of East Carolina Col-
lege.

Guests of Randall and Fran-
ces Marsh on Thanksgiving Day 
were James and Pat Moss of 
Goochland County, Tommy and 
Cary Alphin of Richmond and 
Russell Moss, Bob and Mary 
Crawford, Robert, Courtney and 
Lindsey Crawford and David 
Gwaltney, all of Richmond, Neal 
Marsh, Sherry and Brad Van-
landingham of Lively, Timothy 
and Andrew Marsh and Alyson 
Bishop, David, Becky, Morgan 
and Steven Marsh of Rich-
mond, Donna, Stacey, Heather 
and Carol Davis of Kilmarnock, 
Susan, David and Phillip Hum-
phreys of White Stone, David 
and Shirley Winter of McLean, 
Scott and Susan McCain of 
Fairfax County, John and Eliza-
beth Marsh of Gloucester, and 
Andrew, Marguerite, Rachel and 
Benjamin Baker of Perkasie, 
Pa., and Inease Marsh of Miski-
mon.

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Kent, sons, 
James-Michael and Braiden, 
have returned home to White 
Stone after a week’s visit with 
Kim’s sister, Shannon, and 
brother-in-law, Ryan Dawson in 
“The Hamptons,” where they 
reside due to Ryan’s military 
career, both formerly of White 
Stone. While in New York they 
vis ited The World Trade Center 
site, FAO Schwartz Toy Store, 
Times Square and many other 
wonderful attractions New York 
City has to offer.

Mr. and Mrs. Ryland Gaskins 
and Mr. and Mrs. Mitch Forrester 
joined other family members for 
the Thanksgiving  holiday with 
Mr. and Mrs. Hassel Weeks in 
Rocky Mount, N.C.

Ms. Mary Lyons of Chase, Md., 
and David Blades were with their 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Blades, for the holiday.

Mr. Tom Spafford has re turned 
after visiting friends in Austin, 
Texas, and attending a Cutting 
Horse Futurity in the Dallas/Forth 
Worth area. Mrs. Spafford spent 
the week with family at the home 
of her brother-in-law and sister, 
Gene and Judy-Powell Ramsey, 
in Woodstock.

Randall, Frances and Inease 
Marsh and David and Shirley 
Winter visited John and Eliz-
abeth Marsh in Gloucester on 
Saturday. Randall, Frances and 
Inease Marsh visited with Leon-
ard and Mildred Pittman and Jean 
Vaughan in Remo on Sunday 
afternoon.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Proctor’s 
holiday guests in cluded daugh-
ters and their families, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brad Lipsteuer, Bradley and 
Ellen of Charlotte, N.C., Mr. and 
Mrs. Aaron Colliver of Bristow, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Lipsteuer 
of Barrington, Ill.

Mrs. Wilton Snelling re cently 
accompanied her son, the Rev. 
Dr. Michael Browder of Farm-
ville, to Atlanta, Ga., where 
they attended a Biblical Schol-
ars conference. Her daughter, 
Mrs. Diane Browder Boswell, of 
Charlotte, N.C., joined them in 
Atlanta.

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Cocke 
of Lynchburg spent Thanksgiv-
ing with her brother-in-law and 
sister, Mr. and Mrs. John Brauer, 
at Indian Creek.

Chris and Karey Mullins and 
son, Tanner, of Amissville spent 
the holiday with his par ents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wayne Mullins, at their 
home in Bluff Point.

Mr. and Mrs. “Chuck” Rowell 
returned on Monday after a 
10-day visit with her son and 
daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Rodney Lewis in Norcross, Ga., 
and Thanksgiving with her 
brother-in-law and sister, Mr. 
and Mrs. Kline Scarborough, in 
Dublin, Ga.

Holiday guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. Milton Webb were fam-
ily members, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ken Rockwell of Glen Allen, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Counts of 
Richmond, Mr. and Mrs. Matt 
Crabbe and children, Taylor 
and Toro, of Mechanicsville, 
David Beagle and children.

“Santa’s Dilemma” will be presented by the Center for the Arts 
at the Arts Building on Route 200 in Kilmarnock at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, December 6. Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for students 
12 and under and free for childen under fi ve. Reserve seats 
at 435-2400, or pay at the door. From left, the cast includes 
Sharon Robertson as Mrs. Claus, Steve Rice as Santa, Harry 
Stemple as Mr. Bub, Joseph Stallings as Rudolph, Elizabeth 
Bowen as Elfi e and Mickey Dwyer as Dr. Holly. 

‘Santa’s Dilemma’ is Saturday

Rupert-Marsh

Nicole Rebecca Rupert
and Shannon Joe Marsh 

Email your  NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com

The Lively Community 
As sociation has invited the fi ve 
members of the Lancaster board 
of supervisors to serve as grand 
marshals for Lively’s eighth 
annual Christmas Parade and Cel-
ebration December 14, be ginning 
at 3 p.m. 

A “Kristmas Kitchen” at the 
Lively fi rehouse will be manned 
by the Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department. Other activities 
at the fi rehouse include Santa 
Land and Santa’s Workshop for 
kids who want to Christmas shop 
for adults. The workshop is spon-
sored by Cub Scout Pack 222 and 
gifts range from $.50 to $2.

The parade begins at 5 p.m. 
at  the ULVFD pavillon and 
proceeds through the village to 
the Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Rescue Squad building. Route 
3 will be closed and detours 
will be marked. To participate in 
the parade, call Artie Ransone 
at 462-7168, Louise Jesse at 
462-7960, or Phyllis Jernigan at 
462-6190. 

The event’s corporate spon sors 
are Chesapeake Bank, Bank of 
Lancaster, Northern Neck State 
Bank, Bank of Northum berland 
and WRAR. 

Engagements
Lively holiday
celebration is 
December 14

To announce your
“newest addition”

call
435-1701
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ersonally Yours

Lustrous sterling silver jewelry with
your own personal monogram makes a
classic fashion statement. From $28.00.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

Irvington United Methodist Church

Gift Baskets
- Cooking Baskets

- Entertainment Baskets
- Bath Baskets

- Teacher Baskets
- Gardener Baskets

- Coffee Baskets
- Tea Baskets

- Baby Baskets
- Doggie Baskets

Gift Booths
- Santas - Snowmen

- Angels - Historic
Buildings

Christmas Trees
Each tree is decorated in

a theme.
Wreaths

- For the Season
(All Unique)

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Continued on

Saturday, December 6
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Other Items
- Toy Chest - Water related gifts

- Sun Catchers - Swags
We have top quality handmade items at reasonable prices.

Our items are priced between $3.00 - $50.00.
Come shop with us for the best prices in town.

Just In Time For Christmas

The Northern Neck Illustrated Journal
by local artist Bill Martz

         Limited Edition, of 1000 copies!

                         Book signing with the Author
                            Saturday, December 6th, 10 to 3 pm

                               Available only in Kilmarnock at:

                        The Book Nook
                               53 W. Church St.
                                804-435-3355

                                   Prepaid order by December 5th for $125.00
                                        Afterwards, will sell for $135.00

Specializing
in Tanning,

Nail
Services,
Facials,
Waxing,

Massage,
Ear Piercing

& Hair Services.

Hours:
Mon. - Fri.  • 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. • 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
18 N. Main St. • Kilmarnock

804- 435-2285

AND BODY WORKS

Do some early
X-mas shopping!
Gift Certificates available on

all services & tanning.

GIFT BASKETS
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462-6260

For that person in your life

that has everything

Hours:
Tues.-Sat. 11-5 pm

Join us Sun., Dec. 14
for a “Lively Christmas”

Parade begins at 5 pm

24 to debut at 108th Holly Ball

Lancaster Holly Ball debutantes include (from left, front row) 
Tamra Lynn Gilbert, Drewry Elizabeth Nickerson, Amanda 
Dawn Sciacchitano and Katherine Amelia Mc Neal; (next row) 
Gentry Elaine Vanlandingham, Ashley Lauren Williams and 
Dara Leigh Ransone; (next row) and Sarah Elizabeth Shelton, 
Lindsay Marie Conway.        

Anyone who missed Dan Bran-
don’s recent book review at the 
Lancaster Community Li brary has 
another opportunity. He’ll review 
Krakatoa by Si mon Winchester 
at the Rappa hannock Westminster-
Canter bury Books and Conversa-
tion   on December 11 at 11 a.m. 
So cial time begins at 10:30 a.m. 

The book describes the 1883 
eruption of the volcano in the Sundra 
Strait between Java and Sumatra, 
creating the greatest sound ever 
heard in the history of mankind 
and sending power ful shockwaves 
seven times around the world.

“Firemen in the American West 
were up on towers look ing for forest 
fi res, saw this tremendous red glow 
and gave the alarm,” said Brandon. 
“Firemen from everywhere con-
verged. What they’d seen was the 
effect from Krakatoa. Even New 
York had purple, mauve and green 
skies. People were stunned. It was 
sensational.”

A New Jersey native of Irish her-
itage, Brandon graduated from St. 
Peters College in his hometown 
of Jersey City, re ceived a master’s 
from the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology and studied further at 
Rutgers University. 

Brandon to review
Krakatoa at RW-C

Dan Brandon   

A labor negotiator represent ing 
public sector management, he not 
only negotiated contract disputes 
within schools and fi re and 
police departments, but he gave 
seminars throughout the coun-
try on various aspects of labor 
relations. Listening, he said, 
is the key to bringing par ties 
together.

Representing Doubleday Pub-
lishing Company, he came to 
the Tides Inn for a conference 
in 1962, returned often by sail-
boat, and moved to the area 
with his wife in 1985. He is an 
avid reader. 

The Holly Ball Commit tee last 
week announced the names of 24 
young ladies who will be pre-
sented at the 108th Holly Ball at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Country 
Club December 27.

The committee is grateful to 
these young women and their 
families for honoring the tradition 
of the Holly Ball, thus perpetuat-
ing its existence and enabling The 
Tidewater Foundation to continue 
its charitable work in the North-
ern Neck and Middle Penin sula. 

Miss Anne Gilbert Chase will 
reign as Queen of the Holly 
Realm. A student at the Uni-
versity of Georgia, she is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Carroll Chase II of Kilmarnock. 

The debutantes to be pre sented 
this year are:

Miss Lindsay Marie Con way, 
a student at the Mary Washing-
ton School of Radi ology and the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Stratton Conway of Kilmarnock; 

Miss Andrea Blair Cralle, a 
student at Christopher Newport 
Univer sity and the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Robert Cralle 
of Hague; 

Miss Brooke Hill Crowther, a 
student at George Mason Uni-
versity and daugh ter of Mrs. 
Jane Bruce Crowther of Heaths-
ville and Mr. Rudolph Prosser 
Crowther Jr. of Reedville; 

Miss Channing Noel Davis, a 
student at James Madison Uni-
versity and the daughter of Judge 
and Mrs. John Maston Davis of 
Sharps; 

Miss Tamra Lynn Gilbert, a 
student at North Carolina Wes-
leyan College and the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lee Gilbert 
of Lan caster; 

Miss Jennah Wade Harper, a 
student at Rappa hanock Commu-
nity College and the daughter of 
Mrs. Rudolph Prosser Crowther 
Jr. of Reedville and Mr. James 
William Harper Jr. of Callao.

Miss Kristina Lynn Hol brook, 
a student at the Uni versity of Vir-
ginia and the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gary Lynn Holbrook of 
Weems; 

Miss Clair Townsend Hopkins, 
a student at Lynch burg College 
and the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Robert Hopkins of Oak 
Grove; 

Miss Elizabeth Brooke Kelly, 
a student at James Madison Uni-
versity and the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Brian Kelly of 
Vir ginia Beach; 

Miss Katherine Amelia 
McNeal, a student at Lynchburg 
College and the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dennis Wayne McNeal 
of Weems; 

Miss Lindsay Ann Neist, a stu-
dent at Virginia Tech and the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ter-
rence Paul Neist of Howertons; 

Miss Drewry Elizabeth Nick-
erson, a student at the College 
of Charleston and the daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. Michael David 
Nicker son of Lancaster.

Miss Danielle Jillian O’Brien, 
a student at Rad ford University 
and the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Yoiche O’Brien of 
Lively; 

Miss Ann Kramer Osburn, a 

student at J. Sargeant Reynolds 
Com munity Col lege and the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Beverley Osburn Jr. of Tappah-
annock; 

Miss Emily Packett, a student 
at James Madison University and 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ira 
James Packett of Warsaw; 

Miss Dara Leigh Ran sone, a 
student at Christo pher New port 
University and the daugh ter of 
Mrs. Sherry Walker Ransone of 
Lancaster and Mr. Marvin Leroy 

Ransone of Irv ington; 
Miss Amanda Dawn Sci-

acchitano, a student at the Uni-
versity of Richmond and the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Thomas Sciacchitano of Weems; 

Miss Sarah Elizabeth Shelton, 
a student at Long wood Univer-
sity and the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman Ira Shelton of 
White Stone. 

Miss Laura Kathryn Sis son, a 
student at Rappa han nock Com-
munity College and the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. George Roland 
Sisson III of Hague; 

Miss Amber Elizabeth Swann, 
a student at James Madison Uni-
versity and the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Alden Swann of 
Heathsville; 

Miss Abigail Skye Thorndike, 
a student at Rad ford University 
and the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
An drew Thompson Thorndike of 
Heathsville; 

Miss Gentry Elaine Van-
landingham, a stu dent at Old 
Dominion Univer sity and the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carroll 
Jett Vanland ingham Jr. of Mol-
lusk; 

Miss Caroline Walden Ward, a 
stu dent at Virginia Tech and the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Henry Ward Jr. of Saluda; and 

Miss Ashley Lau ren Williams, 
a student at James Madison Uni-
versity and the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman Reid Williams 
of Lancaster.

Illuminating RCC
Community interest and excitement continue to build as spon
sors decorate 100 evergreen trees on the front lawn at Rappah-
annock Community College in Warsaw. A “Lights on the Lawn” 
illumination, sponsored by the RCC Educational Foundation, 
will be held Friday, December 5, at 6:30 p.m. April Brooks and 
Cee Cee Tignor (above) decorate their tree. Sponsorships are 
still available, at $125 each; call 333-6705. Among other activi-
ties on Fri day, the Chinn House will be open and Santa will visit 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Proceeds benefi t the foundation.

Native planting
At a recent meeting of the Northern Neck Chapter of the Virginia 
Native Plant Society, Denise Greene (left) of Sas safras Farms and 
Janis Miller of the Virginia Living Mu seum presented a workshop on 
collecting and propagating native plant seeds. On January 15, Ruth 
Douglas will speak on alien and invasive plants.

Open House
��������	�
��������������������������

Big Beanie, Bear & Doll Sale
Help local children pick up an angel and help make a child’s

Christmas bright ! Also accepting gifts for Ty’s Friends.
Open Friday after parade for Hot Chocolate & Cookies.

The Doll House • 72 N. Main St., Kilmarnock • 804-436-9033

THE RECORD ONLINE
www.rrecord.com

ReArrangements
Room makeovers.

Your things.

Your space.

ANN CARPENTER
Post Office Box 733

Irvington, Virginia 22480

Cell 804.436.3169

Fax 804.438.6459
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New Years Eve 2003

Welcome the New Year with a Gourmet Dinner at

The Tides Inn
and Dance down the final Minutes of 2003 in

The Chesapeake Club
Amuse Bouche

First CourseFirst CourseFirst CourseFirst CourseFirst Course

Feuilletee of Oysters and Lump Crab with a Chive Buerre Blanc

Or

Seared Gingered Duck Breast Served Cool, with a

Radish Sprout and Glass Noodle Salad,

Sour Cherry Dipping Sauce

Second CourseSecond CourseSecond CourseSecond CourseSecond Course

The Tides Inn Celebration Salad

Or

Winter Squash Bisque with a Smoked Bay Scallop Crustini

Main CourseMain CourseMain CourseMain CourseMain Course

Seared Beef Tenderloin and Butter

Poached Maine Lobster Tail served with a

Classic Bordelaise Sauce, Garlic Butter,

 Truffle Mashed Potatoes and Haricot Verts

DessertDessertDessertDessertDessert

Pistachio Chocolate Bombe with a Galliano Créme Anglaise

Petit Fours

Coffee

$95.00 per person inclusive of taxes and gratuity

Please Call for Reservations and Information

804-438-5000

BAY COUNTRY
STUDIOS

3413 IRVINGTON ROAD
(804) 438-9010

Tues.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-4

Dear Theo,
Do you like my self-
portrait? I’m wearing
my new hat and my
friends at BAY COUN-
TRY STUDIOS tell me
that they can frame it
for me before the
holidays. (PS: THEIR
DEADLINE IS 12/20).

• Museum Quality Framing

• Original Art              • Custom Mirrors

(from $5 to $500 per linear foot)

“Self-Portait with Grey Felt Hat”

~Vincent

Oh

436.9606 m-s  10-5

“on the corner in white stone”

What Fun
I T I S T O S A V E

The Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum “Christmas on Cock rell’s 
Creek” house tour is De cember 13 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Decem-
ber 14 from noon to 6 p.m.

The annual event benefi ts the 
cultural and educational pro grams 
of the museum and high lights the 
Northern Neck wa termen’s heri-
tage. 

Tours and activities take place 
on Main Street in Reedville and 
in Fleeton, which is celebrating its 
100th anniver sary.

At the tip of a peninsula at the 
mouth of the Great Wicomico River, 
Fleeton was at its peak in the early 
20th century. With twice weekly 
steamboat service and easy ac cess 
to the Chesapeake Bay’s oystering 
and fi shing grounds, Fleeton pros-
pered. 

In 1903, the Fleet’s Point Devel-
opment Company was in corporated 
to “purchase and sell land, construct 
and sell build ings and stores, build 
wharves, oyster shucking houses, 
fi sh and crab packing houses, build 
saw mills and marine railways and 
to de velop and improve lands and 
oyster bottoms.” 

The 70-acre tract was made into 
61 building lots, includ ing two 
reserved for a church and a school, 
with avenues between them. It was 
perhaps the North ern Neck’s fi rst 
planned devel opment. 

The six homes on this year’s 
tour refl ect the evolu tion of Fleeton. 

Tour showcases Fleeton homes, local heritage
They range from one of the oldest, 
a tradi tional white frame Victorian 
Harding House built in 1904, to 
one of the newest, built in 1983 to 
resem ble the old screwpile Wicom-
ico River Lighthouse. 

The commercial district was 
destroyed by the great tornado of 
1939. All that re mains is a water-
front village of early 20th-century 
homes surrounding St. Mary’s Epis-
copal Church. The tour is easily 
walked and may be driven. 
Hughes home

At the edge of the village, where 
the welcome sign reads “popula-
tion 89 (and 18 dogs),” one arrives 
fi rst at the old rec tory, a Victorian 
frame home built in 1910 by 
Capt. Elias Edwards for a daughter. 
It ad joins Edwards’s own home. 
Current owners Susan and David 
Hughes have added a sun room-
master bed room wing de signed in 
keep ing with the orig inal architec-
ture.

They have restored the foyer, 
dining room and library, which high-
light the house’s wooden fretwork 
and mold ings. The Hugheses have 
fur nished them with new and pe riod 
pieces which refl ect the home’s 
former glory. The new kitchen and 
sunroom wing has fl oor-to ceil ing 
windows which provide views of 
the creek, pond and gardens.
Slaughter home

The next house on the tour is 

Fleeton Fields, built in 1947 for 
Thomas C. Slaughter Jr. on the edge 
of Big Fleet’s Pond ad joining the 
home of his par ents, T.C. and Virgie 
Slaugh ter. The brick Williamsburg 
colonial is fur nished in tradi tional 
style with many family antiques 
and artworks. Mar guerite Slaughter, 
who cur rently oc cupies the house, is 
a profes sional fl ower arranger and 
landscape designer, and will fi ll her 
home with Christmas ar rangements 
for the tour. The home has been a 
bed and break fast since 1998. 
Haynie home

Off the Fleeton Wharf Road is 
the ‘Doc Saunders House.’ It was 
built in 1907 for $400. The original 
owner was known as “Doc’ since he 
traveled the area selling ton ics and 
patent medicines. Doc was known 
as a teller of tall tales. The hostesses 
will regale visitors with some dur-
ing the tour. When Jerry and Bonnie 
Lewis Haynie bought the house for 
a second home in 1980, it was in 
poor condi tion. They have opened 
it up and transformed it into a river 
cottage, full of light. 
Manson home

Around the point overlook ing the 
ship channel into Reedville sits the 
‘Harding House’ built for Clarence 
Jett in 1904, and lived in for over 
50 years by Fitzhugh and Janie 
Harding who operated Harding’s 
Store on Fleeton Wharf Road. It is 
now the home of Hunter and Ingrid 
Manson. 

Though still a traditional white 
frame house on the out side, the 
inside has been trans formed by 
Ingrid Manson who paints with 
deep rich colors. Two new spaces 
have been added, a cathedral-ceil-
inged kitchen-family room wing 
and a three-season sun porch with a 
view of river sunsets. She has a col-
lection of Mexican pottery and folk 
art  and many house angels. 
Cole home

Further around the point is the 
‘Little House’ built in 1941. Carol 
and Fred Cole bought it in 1988 
and have re modeled extensively to 
take ad vantage of the salt marsh and 
bay views. Fred Cole, an avid jazz 
enthusiast, has a ‘New York’ room 
with a col lection of jazz posters and 
other memora bilia on the walls. In 
the great room is a signboard from 
his grandfa ther’s sailing schooner, 
and a collection of maritime art and 
artifacts from his family’s sea faring 
days on Long Island. 
Phelps, Horney,
Banks home

The newest house on the tour, 
‘The Lighthouse’ was built in 1983 
on a strip of high ground between 
Big Fleet’s Pond and the bayshore. 
It was built by Tris Hyde to look 
like the old Wicomico River Light, 
a screwpile light built in 1889 just 
off Fleeton Point which was dis-
mantled in 1967. The porches and 
large windows all around are a per-
fect vantage point from which to 
watch the cargo ships go ing up 
and down the bay and the lights 
of far-away Tangier Island winking 
brightly on a clear winter’s night. It 
is now the weekend home of Laura 
Phelps and Jim Horney, and Jim 
and Claire Banks.
St. Mary’s Church

The tour ends at St. Mary’s Epis-
copal Church, established in 1907, 
and consecrated in 1913. Ladies of 
the church will conduct tours of the 
sanc tuary decorated for the Advent 
season. 
Fishermen’s museum

In Reedville, the museum com-
plex including the William Walker 
House will be gaily decorated for 
the season, and the current mu seum 
exhibit, “One Hundred Years of 

Powered Flight: the Northern Neck 
Ex perience,” will remain open dur-
ing the holiday season.

A half-hour narrated Reedville 
harbor tour spon sored by Smith 
Point Sea Rescue in collabora tion 
with the museum will take visitors 
past the fi shing plants and other 
sights and out to Fleeton Point. 

The Northern Neck Railroad is 
on exhibit, now in perma nent quar-
ters in the Pendleton Building. 
New track has been laid extending 
towards Freder icksburg, and many 
new scale model build ings have 
been con structed to recreate bygone 
days in the villages of Reedville, 
Heathsville, Irvington and White 
Stone. 

“Celebrations: Festive Holi day 
Tables,” a presenta tion of intrigu-
ing holiday table settings by nine 
area decora tors and de signers will 
be ex hibited in the museum’s Cov-
ington Building Addition. 

 Tickets are $20 for the tour and 
include admission to all houses, 
museum exhibits, ta blescapes, 
model trains and har bor tour. Con-
tact the mu seum at 453-6529 or  
www.rfmu seum.com for a full 
schedule of holiday season events 
and times.

Bidders were still compet ing at 
the 3 p.m. deadline last Sunday at 
the Festival of the Trees held by the 
Northern Neck Family YMCA in 
Kilmarnock.

Some wanted to make sure that 
their silent bid was the last one 
made. Several entries had to go to 
the live auction.

The festival raised $14,000.
The highest bid of the day was 

$725 produced by live auction of 
the YMCA tree, which included 
certifi cates for family membership, 
after-school child care, summer day 
camp and program fees. The retail 
value was about $2,000.

The second highest bid went to 
the entry from Duncan and Drake.

The “People’s Choice Award,”  

went to the tree donated by the Uni-
tarian Universalist Fellowship of 
the Rappahannock, which was dec-
orated completely in natu ral, hand-
made ornaments. Second place went 
to the Bank of Lancaster. Tied 
for third were Norma Lumpkin, 
David’s Last Chance and Eubank 
and Son.

In the children’s category, fi rst 
place went to Bethel Preschool 
and second to Chesapeake Acad-
emy. Lancaster Middle School and 
MOPS tied for third. SUMS of Lan-
caster Primary School and YMCA 
tied for fourth.

YMCA executive director M. J. 
Anderson said that pro ceeds were 
about the same as last year due to 
lower ex penses.  Proceeds benefi t 

the YMCA Guardian Program.
“It’s amazing the loyalty and gen-

erosity we have with the festival. 
Even with so many businesses hurt-
ing after the hurricane, we still did 
well,” Anderson said.

Planning committee mem bers 
included co-chairmen Anne Hand 
and Leslie Yost-Schomer, Jean 
Poole, Lisa Shivers, Cindy Wilder 
Clark, Donna McGrath, Susan John-
son, Karen Burke, Barbara Rob-
erts, Elise Fay, Suzanne Dix Keyser, 
Sandy Griffi th, Johanna Hyde, 
Susan Humphreys, Kathy Stephens, 
Chris Love, and Anderson and 
Tammy Barton. The commit tee 
thanks all volunteers and contrib-
utors who helped to produce the 
event.

Staffi ng their craft table at the festival are, from left, Kait lyn 
Keyser, Sydney Shivers, Melissa Schomer, Marina Mc Grath, 
Lizzie Jesperson and Emma Hand.

Guests at the Lighting of the Trees party stroll among the 59 
entries.

Festival raises $14,000

Chris Davis won a make-over 
and modeled her new look at 
the fashion show.

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!



THAIPOT
THAI CUISINE
238 N. Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA 22482 U.S.A.
Tel: 804-436 Thai

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Dine In - Carry Out
Catering Available

Hours: Mon. - Sat.
Lunch - 11 am to 3 pm
Dinner - 5 pm to 10 pmGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPEN

OPENING

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8

43 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA804-436-0011

Frozen Foods • Ezekial, spelt and rice breads
Tofu Ice Creams • Assorted juices

Gift Certificates

Drink Penta® water for
amazing health benefits!

      A Chesapeake Bay Tradition

Wine Dinner
Friday, December 5th, 2003

6:30 pm to 9:30 pm

Reception
2002 Sauvignon Blanc, Sterling Vineyards, North Coast

Dinner
Amuse Bouche
First Course

Tagliatelle with Poached Lobster, Fresh Chanterelles in a
Tarragon Lobster Jus

2000 Chardonnay, ‘Reserve’ Beaulieu Vineyards,
Cameros

2000 ‘Winery Lake’ Sterling Vineyards, Carneros
Second Course

Braised Rockfish and Baby Leeks with Lump Crabmeat
and Smithfield Ham

2000 Pinot Noir, ‘Reserve’ Beaulieu Vineyards, Cameros
Third course

Seared Bison Filet and Foie Gras with a Fingerling Sweet
Potato Gratin and Garlicky Spinach

2000 Cabernet Sauvignon ‘Diamond’ Mountain Ranch,
Sterling Vineyards, Napa

1999 Cabernet Sauvignon ‘George de Latour’
Beaulieu Vineyards, Napa

Fourth Course
A Selection of Artisan Cheeses

Fifth Course
Grand Mariner Chocolate Bombe,

Espresso Anglaise and Candied Oranges
N.V. Muscat De Beaulieu

Coffee

For reservations and information
Call 804-438-5000

The Tides Inn December Wine Dinner
Featuring the Wines of Sterling and

Beaulieu Vineyards
And the Cuisine of Tides Inn

White Stone Wine & CheeseWhite Stone Wine & CheeseWhite Stone Wine & CheeseWhite Stone Wine & CheeseWhite Stone Wine & Cheese
A Touch of Paris in

White Stone

Lunch - Daily except Sunday 11 am to 3 pm -
Gourmet Sandwiches & salads.

Dinner - Wednesday - Saturday 5 pm - 9pm.
Enjoy steaks, seafood & continental cuisine
served in a Bistro environment.
Reservations accepted.435-2000

Next to the Post Office in White Stone

Eckhard’s
 International  Restaurant

German and Other Fine Foods

Happy 
Holidays

Time to book your holiday parties! 
Make Your New Year’s Eve 

Reservations Soon

Regular Menu Also Available
Regular Hours: Mon. – Sat. 4:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Sun . 11:30 a.m. – 9 p.m.

(804) 758-4060 • Rt. 3, Topping
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A creative approach  to
home entertaining,
receptions & civic

functions.453-5574

Country
   Gourmet

Carolyn
        Scarbrough

rr repeatG

Affordable Elegant Catering
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The Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) has bud-
geted $80 million for snow 
removal operations across the 
state for winter 2003.

“Eighty million dollars is a rea-
sonable snow removal bud get, 
which will cover the ex penses 
of labor, plowing, ma terials and 
equipment for a moderate winter,” 
said VDOT Commissioner Philip 
Shucet. “A harsh winter may 
drive expenses over $80 million, 
and VDOT will make adjust-
ments to its budget to ensure 
that major roadways are plowed, 
treated and kept as clear as pos-
sible. But there may be reduced 
levels of ser vice for subdivision 
streets and other roads with lower 
traffi c volumes.”

VDOT’s general standard for 
snow removal is to plow inter-

VDOT budgets $80 million to move snow  
state highways and major pri-
mary and secondary routes fi rst. 
Those roads are generally plowed 
within 12- to 18-hours after a 
storm stops, depending on the 

severity of the storm. Crews try to
make at least one pass over lower
priority routes, including subdi-
vision streets, within 48 hours
after the storm stops.
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toll free: (866) 758-8814 • (804) 758-8814
Hours: Monday – Saturday 9–5

OPEN SUNDAYS 1–5
We will deliver locally and ship anywhere in the U.S.
Rt. 33-Located next to Locust Hill Post Offi ce, 

5944 General Puller Hwy. Locust Hill, Va.
www.riverbirchgifts.com

Rt
. 1

7

Robins 
Texaco

DeltavilleRt. 33

School

RIV ER 
BIRCH

Saluda

   River Birch Gifts
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Home for the Holidays

25% OFF

This weekend only 
Thurs.–Sun.

Buy 3  22 oz. Yankee Candles
Get 1 FREE!  

They make wonderful Christmas Gifts! 
Largest Selection in the area. 

• Engravable Silver Jewelry 
   Order Soon!
• Tervis Tumblers
• Gourmet Gift Baskets
• Gift Certifi cates
• Corporate and Personal 
   Gift Shopping Available
• Gifts for Everyone!

Bridal Registry
Kristin Hogge & Cory A. Harris

December 31, 2003

                            15 North Main Street • Kilmarnock

20% Red Dot Pre-Christmas Sale.

Located in “Main Street Antiques”, next to the Studio Art Gallery

“Today’s treasures . . .
tomorrow’s heirlooms”

804-435-7771 • 804-761-0163 • 804-366-4338

Bonnie Gwathmey &
Betty Lawton are

having a

We’re making room for a shipment from England

702 Church La.
Tappahannock, Va.

   Gas Logs, Fireplaces,
     Wood Stoves, Patio
                       Furniture,
                       Hot Tubs

FEEL THE HEAT BEFORE YOU BUY!

EAST COAST’S LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR & FACTORY OUTLET

GAS LOGS AS LOW AS $34900

804-445-0026

All Models are operating
in our store !

We have a variety of sizes
and styles to choose from.

IN STOCK & ON SALE!

ALL Models Feature:
Piezo Ignition

Glowing Embers

Stainless Steel Burners

Oxygen Depletion Sensor

Realistic Yellow Flame

Optional:  Remote Control

or Wall Thermostat

Appalachian Gas Logs
are 99.9% efficient.

How To Adopt A Fam ily: 
Confessions of an All-Ameri-

can Mutt
If you think it’s fun being 

a carefree all-American mutt, 
you’re right. The world is my 
back yard. Each morning, rain or 
shine, I climb out of the bushes, 
stretch out the kinks, maybe 
shake off a branch tan gled in 
my fur. I can mark my territory 
on any tree of my choosing and 
if I’m lucky the dog-hating man 
on the corner leaves his Lexus 
out and I get to nail his tires. 

While making a deposit on 
dog-hater’s front steps, I spot 
a garbage can. Without wasting 
another moment I am on the 
can, tipping it over and tearing 
through those dang plastic bags, 
digging out the veggies and 
coffee grounds to get to the 
good stuff. This morning I’ll be 
chowing down on three-day old 
chili and the remnants of a choc-
olate pie. Life doesn’t get any 
better than this.

Suddenly, I hear a booming 
voice and the heavy steps of 
dog-hater as he bursts from his 
house and runs toward me like 
a mad man. I grab the pie tin 
be tween my teeth and take off 
as fast as I can. But, what’s 
this? He’s not chasing me. I look 
around and I see him sprawled 
on the ground, scraping stuff off 
his shoes. A shoe hurdles past 
my ear and I jump through a 
hedge to safety.

A close call. I’m getting too 
old for this kind of fun. Maybe 
its time to settle down. But 
where to go? Who to trust? A big 
yummy-smelling truck speeds 
by, nearly running me down. 
Now I know this is go ing to 
be a bad day. The big truck is 
devouring all the food in the 
neighborhood leaving me with 
just empty cans. Time to move 
on.

As I cut through the woods, 
I hear rifl e shots, so I duck 

down. I don’t mind admitting 
I’m scared. Then a woman’s 
voice yells, “Run, Bambi. Run!” 
and a deer leaps over me and 
van ishes into the woods. Should 
I follow it to safety? But then 
I hear the woman’s voice again 
and the sound of barking dogs. 
I follow the sound until I come 
upon four dogs in a large fenced 
yard and I stop to check them 
out. They tell me they guard 
the house. Then, and you’re not 
going to believe this, the woman 
calls them and gives each a 
heaping bowl of grub just for 
standing around. This is worth 
investigating.

After all, if those guys guard 
the back yard, maybe there’s 
space for one more in the front. 
So I go around and lo and 
be hold, its exposed to all sorts 
of vermin. Not even a fence. I 
take my position on the front 
porch. During the course of the 
day I chase off several squirrels 
and a dog. I love to hide under 
the porch so I can bait cats. It 
sure surprises the daylights out 
of them.

The woman comes out and 
peers at me under the porch. 
She gives me water, which is 
nice, but I want the good stuff. 
Finally, that night, my new job 
pays off and I get a big bowl of 
grub. 

I guard that porch all week. 
It’s easy work. Then one day 
one of my old wandering bud-
dies comes by and we go off 

and play. That is a big mistake 
because we get scooped up and 
land behind bars.

It seems like forever before 
the woman comes by and bails 
me out. She says something 
about robbing a piggy bank and 
then, get this, she punishes me 
by letting some guy stick nee-
dles in me and fuss around 
my organs. But I forgive her 
be cause after that I get to guard 
the house from the inside. You 
can be sure no one will get the 
chance to scoop her up and put 
her behind bars.

Now I’m living the life of 
Riley in Burkeville. We go on 
walks and when its raining the 
man holds an umbrella over me. 
Don’t tell the woman, but he 
digs holes for my deposits. I 
even got a name, “Wanda.” So I 
adopt the man and woman, but 
they already have names, Judy 
and Donald Lloyd. And the truth 
is, I really never liked liv ing on 
the streets.

If you have an animal story 
to share, e-mail animaltails 
@direcway.com.

Pets may be adopted from the 
following groups.  
In Lancaster 

Animal Welfare League: 
435-0822 or 462-0091.

Lancaster Animal Shel ter: 
462-7175; $20 fee.

Dogs: Mixed breeds, blk & 
br, M&F, 2 yrs. Boxer-mix, br, 
M, 18 mos. Mixed, blk & br, 
M, 18 mos. Small mixed M, 
br, 1 yr. Miniature Pincher-
mix, neutered, shots, 1 yr. 
Mixed, blk & wh, F, 6 mos. 

Cats: cream & orange M, 5 
wks.

Friends of the Shelter: 
435-0737.

Animals First: 462-5067; 
fee.
In Northumberland 

Friends of the Northumber-
land Shelter:  435-2597.

Animal Tails
By Audrey Thomasson

Wanda

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!

Heather Robertson (left) 
re cently was named American 
Le gion Auxiliary Lady of the 
Year and Billy Elswick was 
named Legionnaire of the Year 
at Post 86 in Kil marnock. 

Honored by Post 86

anta’s On His Way!

to White Stone

Saturday, December 6th
Join  the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department

for their annual

Santa Breakfast!
Saturday Morning, 7 am til 10 am

$4 Children & Adults

Come early . . . Santa arrives at 8 am on the

Fire Truck! Picture Me will be there to take photos with Santa

Then, scoot next door to the

White Stone Business Association’s

Santa’s Christmas Shop
Open for the kids to do their Holiday Shopping at

Beach Road Entertainment Hall

 (next to the W.S. Fire Dept.)

8:30 am til 12 noon.

Prices up to $10 with most under $5

Rudolph and Frosty will be there to help the kids shop

There will be a Santa’s Castle Moon bounce

as well as a coloring Station

Parents relax in the lounge with coffee & cookies

while waiting!

White Stone’s

Tree Illumination
Will be held at the Town Garden at 5:00 that

evening. Santa will be there as well as Rudolph

and Frosty to enjoy cookies and hot cider at

the Town Tree.

These events have been made

possible by the

generous support of the

White Stone Business Association

members and the White Stone

Volunteer Fire Department

(Don’t forget the canned

food drive going on now at

 your local businesses.)



^12/09^

Low 5:34 0.0'
High 11:42 1.6'
Low 6:28 0.1'

^12/10^

High 12:00 1.2'
Low 6:12 0.0'
High 12:18 1.5'
Low 7:06 0.1'

^12/11^

High 12:37 1.2'
Low 6:50 0.1'
High 12:55 1.5'
Low 7:45 0.1'

^12/12^

High 1:16 1.2'
Low 7:29 0.1'
High 1:33 1.5'
Low 8:24 0.1'

^ 12/9^

Sunrise 7:09
Moonset 7:58
Sunset 4:47
Moonrise 5:18

^12/10^

Sunrise 7:10
Moonset 8:53
Sunset 4:47
Moonrise 6:08

^12/11^

Sunrise 7:10
Moonset 9:42
Sunset 4:47
Moonrise 7:05

^12/12^

Sunrise 7:11
Moonset 10:26
Sunset 4:47
Moonrise 8:05

Tue 12/9

p
Wed 12/10

q
Thu 12/11

r
Fri 12/12

s

^12/05^

Low 2:57 0.1'
High 9:08 1.5'
Low 3:48 0.1'
High 9:27 1.3'

^12/06^

Low 3:38 0.0'
High 9:49 1.5'
Low 4:31 0.1'
High 10:07 1.3'

^12/07^

Low 4:18 0.0'
High 10:27 1.6'
Low 5:11 0.1'
High 10:45 1.3'

^12/08^

Low 4:56 0.0'
High 11:05 1.6'
Low 5:49 0.1'
High 11:23 1.2'

^ 12/5^

Moonset 4:02
Sunrise 7:05
Moonrise 2:58
Sunset 4:47

^ 12/6^

Moonset 5:01
Sunrise 7:06
Moonrise 3:26
Sunset 4:47

^ 12/7^

Moonset 6:00
Sunrise 7:07
Moonrise 3:57
Sunset 4:47

^ 12/8^

Moonset 7:00
Sunrise 7:08
Moonrise 4:34
Sunset 4:47

✵  RAPPAHANNOCK ALMANAC ✵

Fri 12/5

m
Sat 12/6

n
Sun 12/7

o
Mon 12/8

Full - 3:36O
PM times are in boldface type.

Unusually high & low tides are also in boldface.
© BenETech 2003 (tides@benetech.net)

Proof (delivered as .pdf file) Printed: 4/28/2003 Page: 34

White Stone/Grey’s Point Tides, Sun, & Moon – December, 2003

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 76%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

TAPPAHANNOCK • MECHANICSVILLE

Leroy’s Truck Caps, Inc.
VIRGINIA TRUCK ACCESSORIES

Your #1 Truck Accessory Store

804-443-0768                             1-800-800-2401

by Capt. Jerry Thrash
Striper fi shing has been spo-

radic because waters have
re mained too warm to cause fi sh
to school in earnest. The bay is
holding a lot of fi sh and a lot of
bait, but waters remain about 54
degrees and the fi sh won’t feed
reliably until temps drop below
50. Colder weather this week
should improve things. 

The CCA tournament is Sat-
urday in Deltaville and hope fully
the conditions will im prove. A
full moon will add challenge to
tournament fi shing as the fi sh
may feed all night if skies are
clear. 

We registered two striper
re lease citations last week, both
for 42-inch fi sh caught at the
Bay Bridge Tunnel on Novem ber
24. The trophies were caught by
Wayne Painter of Weems and by
Todd Sanders of Richmond, fi sh-
ing together.

(Capt. Jerry Thrash operates
Queen’s Creek Outfi tters in
Mathews.)

Warm waters 
stymie trophy
rockfi sh catch
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by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
James Monroe was the total 

package. 
But piece by piece Saturday, 

Essex unwrapped it. 
The Trojans contained an 

ex plosive Yellow Jackets running 
game and shut down a passing 
game that was working in the 
fi rst half to bring James Mon-
roe’s undefeated reign to an end. 

Carter Ball scored once and 
intercepted two passes to lead 
the Trojans to their fi rst Region 
A Division 2 championship in 
the 16-13 upset before a packed 
house at Maury Stadium in Fred-
ericksburg. 

The Yellow Jackets came into 
Saturday’s regional fi nal as the 
favorite with an 11-0 record and 
the Northern Neck District regu-
lar season championship. 

But the Trojans were playing 
at the top of the their game, hav-
ing won their last six contests. 

Ball was a major player in the 
title game. The senior running 
back and linebacker turned in the 
best all-around performance in 
his four-year career with 80 yards 
rushing on 10 carries and a four-
yard touchdown run which gave 
Essex an opening lead. 

He also intercepted two of Jeff 
Scott’s 13 second-half passes and 
kicked the game-winning 25-yard 
fi eld goal. 

Essex’s Ramarcus Baylor, who 
was named the offensive player 
of the game, gained 135 yards on 
16 rushes and scored on a nine-
yard run just before the half to tie 
the game at 13. 

Despite the cold, windy con-
ditions, JM’s passing game was 
working in the fi rst half, with 

Scott completing 11 of 15 
passes. 

After Ball’s fi rst-quarter TD, 
the Yellow Jackets went 80 yards 
on 15 plays with Scott hit ting 
Andre Correa on a 34-yard pass 
to set up a two-yard scoring run 
by Curtis Krauth. 

With just under four minutes 
to play in the fi rst half, Scott 
scored on a four-yard keeper to 
give the homestanding Jackets a 
13-6 lead. 

Essex answered four plays later 
when Baylor broke free for a 
62-yard scamper to set up his 
own scoring run. Ball connected 
on the PAT kick to tie the game 

before intermission. 
The Trojans marched 75 yards 

after receiving the second half 
kickoff, but the Jackets’ goal-line 
defense held fi rm to force the 
fi eld goal. 

Interceptions killed several JM 
threats in the second half. Ball 
picked off a Scott pass at the 
Essex 20 and intercepted another 
toss at the 22 with just three min-
utes left. 

Delonta Ashton secured the 
win for Essex, intercepting Scot-
t’s fi nal pass at the Trojan 15-yard 
line with 11 seconds to play. 

The Yellow Jackets’ Robert 
Durante was kept in check for 92 

Essex topples James Monroe, 16-13,
continues up state gridiron ladder

Essex quarterback Josh Beamer rolls out of the crowd to fi nd 
running room against the Yellow Jackets. 

Ramarcus Baylor cuts up fi eld 
against James Monroe in Satur-
day’s Division 2 fi  nal. Baylor, 
with 135 yards rushing and 
a touchdown, was named the 
offensive player of the game. 

yards on 27 carries. 
Although James Monroe put 

up the better numbers (237 yards 
passing and 168 rushing), it 
wasn’t refl ected on the score-
board. 

The Essex offense fi nished with 
246 total yards.

Krauth was named the defen-
sive player of the game.  

The Trojans will host un beaten 
Manassas Park (12-0) Saturday, 
December 6, at 1:30 p.m. in Tap-
pahannock. Manas sas Park won 
the Region B, Di vision 2 fi nal 
over Lunenburg Central, 46-6. 

Essex defeated Lunenburg in a 
non-district, regular season game 
two weeks ago. 

Essex 7 6 3 0 -- 16
James Monroe 6 7 0 0 -- 13
E -- Ball 4 run (kick failed)
JM -- Krauth 2 run (Joel Lambert 

kick)
JM -- Scott 5 run (kick failed)
E -- Baylor 9 run (Ball kick)
E -- Ball 25 fi eld goal

Division 1 fi nal
In other championship action, 

Sussex Central came from be hind 
to edge Mathews, 32-24, in the 
Division 1 fi nal. 

Aljamont Rose scored the win-
ning touchdown on a 25-yard run  
with 42 seconds remaining in the 
game. 

Rose fi nished with 166 yards 
rushing and two touchdowns. 

Mathews (10-2) and Sussex 
(12-0) were tied at 24 in the fourth 
quarter when the Blue Devils drove 
62 yards to the Tigers’ 13 but 
missed a fi eld goal. Sussex then 
went the length of the fi eld for the 
go-ahead TD by Rose. 

Mathews had enjoyed a 16-0 
lead in the second quarter on touch-
down runs of one and two yards by 

Tim Morris. The Blue Devils also 
got a 30-yard fi eld goal from Will 
Holaday. 

Sussex tied the score by half time 
after Kevin Pierce threw touch-
down passes to Toriano Moody 
and Roderick Jones. 

Sussex will play William Camp-
bell (11-1) in Naruna this Saturday, 
December 6, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Group A, Division 1 semifi nal. 

Sussex 0 16 8 8 -- 32
Mathews 9 7 8 0 -- 24
M -- Morris 1 run (kick failed)
M -- FG Holaday 30
M -- Morris 2 run (Holaday kick)
S -- Moody 75 pass from Pierce 

(Rose run)
S -- Jones 19 pass from Pierce 

(Rose run)
M -- Shears 1 run (Holaday run)
S -- Rose 12 run (Stith run)
S -- Rose 25 run (Rose run)

Old man winter has fi nally 
shown himself this week. The 
bay water temperature has now 
dropped to 51 degrees in the Reed-
ville area with the mouth of the 
bay reporting one notch higher. 
Colder days coupled with eve-
ning temper atures be low freezing 
have encouraged the striped bass 
to school more aggressively. 

Striped bass fi shing is not 
over. Many anglers have been 
discouraged by the limited num-
bers of stripers in the mid dle bay. 
Although there are fewer migra-
tory fi sh here than are normally 
found at this time, we are catch-
ing large fi sh each day throughout 
the region. The cool weather 
has provided the catalyst neces-
sary to prolong our December 
fi shery. It is un fortunate that we 
have become so spoiled with 
superb fi shing that when condi-
tions return to normal, anglers 
whine about how dif fi cult it is 
to catch fi sh. Keep in mind that 
when fi shing be comes a chal-
lenge, it is the 10 percent of fi sh-
ermen that catch 90 percent of 
the fi sh. Most of the enjoyment in 
fi sh ing is the hunt and pursuit of 

the species. 
With that in mind, fi sh are 

moving northward from the Cell 
and Buoy 41 area up the cut chan-
nel. Scattered schools of bait are 
holding striped bass from 32 to 
41 inches. The east side of the 
lower cut channel has been offer-
ing good fi shing as has the upper 
end on the western side. 

Outside of the Rappahannock 
River, anglers have been land ing 
a few near F1 and 59A buoys. 
Inside the river there remains 
action near the bridge where a 
few large fi sh are hit ting the rails 
as well. 

Buoy No. 1 outside of the Great 
Wicomico River has of fered suc-
cessful hauls this week. There 
have been sev eral fi sh each day 
in the 30- to 38-inch class landed 
along the western channel edge at 
and be low the buoy. 

For those anglers wanting to 
venture further north, action has 
been slow but reliable from Smith 
Point Light up to Buoy 68 outside 
of the S.W. Middle Grounds. 

To the south, rock fi shing at the 
bay bridge tunnel has picked up 
as more fi sh are en tering the bay. 

Virginia Beach action is also heat-
ing up from Cape Henry down 
to Sandbridge. This is a telltale 
sign that fi sh are moving down 
from the Delaware Bay and Chin-
coteague areas. It is a matter 
of time be fore fi sh are spread 
throughout. 

Sometimes these fi sh are feed-
ing up near the surface and other 
times are hanging deeper in the 
water. It is nec essary to have a 
varied spread of baits at depths 
ranging from the surface down 
to 25 feet. The colors of choice 
remain chartreuse and white. All 
other colors can be used to 
decorate your Christmas trees. 
Umbrellas, Stretch 25’s and 
tandem Andrus lures are working 
well. 

With cold weather ap proach-
ing, don’t forget to win terize your 
water lines at your docks. It takes 
minutes to drain the lines and 
hours to fi x a busted pipe. 

Dress warm, fi sh hard and un til 
next week…Fair winds. 

(Capt. Billy Pipkin owns and 
operates Ingram Bay Marina and 
Capt. Billy’s Charters in Wicom-
ico Church. 580-7292)

The Fishing Line
by Capt. Billy Pipkin

From left, C.T. Robertson, Lewis Brothers, I.B. Wilson and Bill 
Balderson display the second- and seventh-place fi sh.

From left, Bruce Baker, Blake Taylor and Charles Douglas show 
their catch.

Alfred Owens (left) and Andy Ransone landed river con-
tenders.

Gale wins Rockfi sh Derby;
81 fi shermen compete

Despite rough and windy 
condi tions last Saturday, Tom 
Gale of Kilmarnock landed a 
27.30-pound rockfi sh to take 
fi rst place in the ninth annual 
Bethel-Emmanuel United Meth-
odist Men Thanksgiving Rock-
fi sh Derby.

The tournament opened last 
Friday with some 81 entries.

Along with a trophy, Gale 
snagged a grand prize of $500.

C.T. Robertson of Mechan-
icsville took second and $250 
with a 25.19-pound rockfi sh.

Donnie Elbourn of White 
Stone weighed a 19.08-pound 
rockfi sh for third place and 
$100.

Blake Taylor of Short Pump 
was awarded $100 and a trophy 
for the largest rockfi sh caught 
between the bridges on the 
Rappahannock River. His fi sh 
weighed 18.83 pounds, good 
enough to take fi rst place in the 
youth divi sion and a Series EE 
savings bond donated by Chesa-
peake National Bank.

E.C. Barrack of Morattico 
had the second largest rockfi sh 
caught between the bridges at 
15.29 pounds and was awarded 
$50.

Twelve consolation prizes also 
were awarded.

Sponsors included Bay Spe-
cialties, Chesapeake Boat Basin, 
The Corner Restaurant, Gar-
rett’s Marina, Greenvale Creek 
Marina, Kilmarnock Auto Clinic, 
Lancaster Auto and Marine, 
Lively Drug, Lively Market, 
Mid-Atlantic Marine, The Oaks 
Restaurant, and Whelan’s 
Marina and Campground.

The Sports Centre donated all 
trophy engraving. Milton Con-
rad of Conrad’s Upper Deck 

do nated the use of his facility 
for weighing the fi sh.

BEUMM member and Belle 
Isle State Park ranger Mike Lam-
bert created the “Lambert” tro-
phies awarded for the largest 
fi sh caught and the largest fi sh 
caught between the bridges.

Proceeds from the derby sup-
port community and church pro-
grams. To get on the mail ing 
list, call derby chairman Jimmy 
Coates at 462-7229.

Varsity football
Division 2 
Region A fi nal
Essex 16, James Monroe 13
Region B fi nal 
William Campbell 19, Rivers-
head 7
Division 1
Region A fi nal
Sussex  32, Mathews 24
Region B fi nal
Manassas Park 46, Lunenburg 
Central 6 

—Upcoming—
Varsity football
Group A semifi nals
Division 2
December 6:
Manassas Park (12-0) at 
Essex (9-3)
Radford (11-1) at Gate City 
(12-0)
Boys basketball
(JV games begin at 6 p.m., 
varsity at 7:30 p.m.)
December 4:
Sussex at Northumberland
Mathews at Rappahannock
December 5:
W&L at King George
December 8:
Northumberland at Charles 
City
December 9:
West Point at Rappahannock
Middlesex at W&L
December 11:
Middlesex at Lancaster
Northumberland at King & 
Queen
King William at W&L
Girls basketball
(JV games begin at 6 p.m., 
varsity at 7:30 p.m.)
December 4:
Lancaster at King William
December 5:
Northumberland at Sussex
King George at W&L
Rappahannock at King & 
Queen
December 8:
W&L at West Point
December 9:
Charles City at Northumber-
land (varsity only, 6:30 p.m.)
W&L at King George
December 10:
King & Queen at Lancaster
Rappahannock at King William
December 11:
Middlesex at Lancaster
Rappahannock at Middlesex
Wrestling
December 10:
Northumberland and Bath 
County at the Waynesboro Tri-
angular (6 p.m.)

Scoreboard
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Donate Your Boat
to

The Kiwanis Club of the
Northern Neck, Kids

Foundation, Inc.
• Great tax deduction benefit

• Free pick up
• Donations benefit area youth
• Coed sailing scout post 290

• YMCA  • Scout Summer Camp
• Lancaster H.S. Key Club

• March of Dimes  • Miracle Network
• Many other local youth programs

Call 1-804-435-2703

Middlesex outscored Lan caster 
42-12 in the fi rst half Monday 
night en route to an 84-20 blow-
out to open the new basketball 
season. 

Returning guard Ashley Hen-
derson scored 12 points to lead 
the varsity Lady Devils. Lan-
caster got just two points each 
from Tina Brown, Jes sica Kelly 
and Julia Bradley. 

Defenseless against the press, 
the Lady Devils scored three 
points in the opening pe riod and 
two in the third quar ter. 

“They just shut us down,” 
said Amy Dodson, Lancaster 
High’s new head coach. “They 
were pressing us man-to-man the 
whole time and our girls couldn’t 
keep up. They were just too 
fast.”

Homestanding Middlesex out-

At a recent annual meeting, 
Yankee Point Yacht Club elected 
new offi cers.

The slate includes com modore 
Warren Ryan, vice commodore 
Andrea Fricke, rear commodore 
Diane Wilson, treasurer Allen 
Fredd, secretary Donna Knicely 
and trustees Mike McCartney, 
Denise Yaag and Dan Huddy.

Cups and race awards for the 
all women series went to Steph-
anie with Gale Madsen as skip-
per and Marilyn Hedges, Sue 
Johnson, Barbara Ohanesian and 
Carol Ryan as crew.

The couples series was won by 
Anker and Gale Madsen sailing 
Stephanie. Second place went to 
Billy and Angie McCarty aboard 
Tequila Rose and third place went 
to Dwight Timm and CJ Carter 
aboard Silver Fox.

The Wednesday spring se ries 
was won by Timm. Madsen 
placed second and McCarty  came 
in third.

The Wednesday summer se ries 
was won by McCarty. Madsen 
placed second and Jennifer 
Schultz came in third in Night 
Star.

YPYC posts offi cers, win ners

Ada Harper of White Stone 
took fi rst last week in the fi nal 
Rappahannock Record Foot ball 
Contest of the season; Will Flynn 
of Atlantic Beach, Fla., won 
second.

Harper, Flynn and Robert E. 
Hunter of Germantown, Md., 
each missed just three games 
in the contest, but Harper was 
the only one to pick Virginia to 
win in the fi rst tie-breaker (Vir-
ginia beat Virginia Tech, 35-21). 
Flynn guessed 44 points would 
be scored in the game and Hunter 
guessed 31.

In the annual drawing among 

Final football contest re sults;
Bedell wins consolation prize

all who entered the contest this 
year but did not win fi rst or 
second, Mike Be dell of Kilmar-
nock won the $50 consolation 
prize. Bedell enters the contest 
almost ev ery week and is often 
a con tender but didn’t place this 
year. 

Our thanks to the contest spon-
sors and to all who took part in 
the contest this year. 

The 14th Annual John Stone 
Memorial Basketball Classic will 
be held this weekend at Christ-
church School. The tour nament 
honors John Stone, a 1986 grad-
uate of the school who died in 
1988. 

While at Christchurch, Stone 
was a gifted student as well as 
a talented athlete who led the 
1985-1986 basketball team to the 
State Independent School fi nals. 
Christchurch graduate and var-
sity basketball coach Matt McK-
inney, who played with Stone in 
the state fi nals, said he looked 
up to the older player as a very 
focused, dedi cated student-ath-
lete who was committed to the 
team. 

Focus, dedication, and com-
mitment are qualities that he tries 
to instill in the current Christ-
church players, said McKinney. 
Assistant coaches Ken Przybyl 

King & Queen scored 10 points 
in overtime to edge Lancaster, 
69-64, in the sea son opener for 
both teams Monday night. 

The Devils got a 19-point effort 
from Montell Mitchell and another 
15 points from James Scott in their 
debut un der new head coach Brance 
Holmes. 

The Devils led 30-27 at the half 
and increased the margin to 15 with 
a 19-7 run in the third quarter. 

Brian Hickman scored 13 
points to lead the Tigers in 
a fourth-quarter comeback. The 
visitors outscored Lancaster 
25-10 to tie the game at 59 at the 
end of regulation time. 

Dawl Pollard scored fi ve points 
in a 10-5 overtime run by King & 
Queen. 

Scott, who fi nished with three 
three-pointers, put up a trey in 
the extra minutes. 

Cavell Robinson and Gerron 
Wiggins each contributed nine 
points in a losing effort for Lan-
caster. 

The JV Devils opened their 
season with a 55-29 win over 
King & Queen. 

Lancaster’s varsity and JV 

Memorial basketball 
tourney opens Friday

and Don Harris were recently 
inducted into the Christchurch 
School Hall of Fame for their 
role in coaching the 1990-91 state 
championship basketball team. 

The tournament will include 
boys and girls competition. Boys 
teams are Hampton Roads Acad-
emy, Amelia Academy, Walsing-
ham Academy, Middle sex, Mt. 
Carmel and Christchurch. Girls 
teams are Central Virginia Home 
School, Hampton Roads Acad-
emy, Her itage Christian and 
Christchurch. 

Action begins on Friday, 
De cember 5, at 3 p.m. Games will 
be played simultaneously in Yar-
brough Gymnasium and Phipps 
Field House. The boys champi-
onship will be held at 4:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, and the girls at 7 
p.m. 

There will be an admission fee 
at the door. 

King & Queen cagers 
edge Lancaster, 69-64

teams will host Middlesex next 
Thursday, December 11.
K&Q 16 11 7 25 10  --  69
Lancaster 15 15 19 10 5 -- 64
King & Queen -- Banks 8, Hill 1, Deyo 
11, Davis 5, Broadus 7, Holmes 4, 
Hickman 23, Pallar 10. Three-point 
goals: Pollard 3.
Lancaster -- Taylor 6, Mitchell 19, 
Robinson 9, Armstrong 2, Wiggins 9, 
Veney 2, Scott 15. Three-point goals: 
Mitchell 2, Scott 2. 

The Northumberland High 
School girls volleyball team fi n-
ished its best season ever two 
weeks ago, falling in the Group A 
semifi nals to eventual state cham-
pion Rye Cove. 

With an overall record of 24-1, 
the Lady Indians won the North-
ern Neck District’s regular season 
and tournament champi onships, 
along with the Region A tour-
nament title. They de feated Wil-
liam Campbell with a three-game 
sweep in the state quarterfi nals. 

Senior setter Loren Messick 
was selected as the Northern 
Neck and Region A player of the 
year. Messick, Meredith Gough 

and Brooke Swann were chosen 
for the all-region fi rst team, while 
Messick, Gough and Allison 
Cockrell repre sented Northum-
berland on the all-district team. 

“These girls were a delight to 
coach,” said coach Ted Green. 
“They all worked hard and fully 
deserved their success. I feel 
privileged to have worked with 
them.”

A volleyball which com-
memorates Messick’s accom-
plishments has been placed in 
the NHS trophy case. Messick, 
during her four-year high school 
career, scored 621 service points 
and had 815 assists. 

Flotilla announces navigation course graduates
Seven people recently completed an Advanced Coastal Navigation course offered by Flotilla 33 of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
From left are Flotilla 33 vice commander Jerry Hawley, and course graduates Kathy Elsden, John Elsden, Donald Gallagher, 
Lawrence Uhlfelder, John Kelley and Anthony Blackstone. Certifi cates were awarded to those passing an examination. Course 
instruction includes using nautical charts, the ma rine magnetic compass and other navigator’s tools, plotting a dead reckoning 
course, pi loting, current sailing, tides and tidal currents, radio-navigation, and fuel and voyage planning. Lynn Chapman-Adler 
also received a certifi cate. The next public education op portunity offered by Flotilla 33 will be a seven-week, 14-session Boating 
Skills and Sea manship course, starting January 20. To register, contact Hawley at 436-1030.

Doug Anderson is the YPYC 
Racer of the Year in the non-
spinnaker class.

Anker and Gale Madsen earn 
YPYC Racer of the Year for the 
spinnaker class.

In the single-handed series, the 
YPYC Racer of the Year was 
Don Gallagher in High Hopes.

In the CBYA regattas, the 
YPYC Racer of the Year in the 
spinnaker class went to Madsen. 
The non-spinnaker class went to 
Doug Anderson on Sea Dog.

YPYC won the Rappahannock 
River Cup Regatta on October 18. 
The competing boats from YPYC 
were Stephanie, Silver Fox, Sea 
Dog, On Eagles Wings, Tequila 
Rose and High Hopes. The win-
ning club was determined by 
the combined scores of the two 
races.

In the spinnaker class, Voodoo 
Chile from Urbanna Creek Yacht 
Club was fi rst, YPYC’s Silver 
Fox took sec ond place and Boda-
cious from Rappahannock River 
Yacht Club was third. In the non-
spinnaker class, YPYC’s Tequila 
Rose was fi rst, Sharp Tern from 
RRYC was second and YPYC’s 
Sea Dog came in third.

After the awards, the mem bers 
celebrated with a pork roast 
dinner prepared by Andrea and 
Gary Fricke.

Middlesex girls sink LHS
in basketball debut, 84-20

scored Lancaster by 13 in the 
fi rst quarter and another 17 in the 
third. 

The Chargers celebrated a dual 
victory with their JV team beat-
ing Lancaster, 15-12. 

Monday’s contest opened a 
three-game schedule for Lan-
caster in its fi rst week. The 
Lady Devils will play at King 
William tonight (December 4) 
and host King & Queen on Tues-
day, December 10. 
Lancaster 3    9     2     6  -- 20 
Middlesex 16  26    19    23 --84

Lancaster -- Henderson 12, Smith 
1, Brown 2, Machner 1, Kelly 2, Brad-
ley 2. Three-point goals: Henderson 
2. 

Middlesex -- Price 23, Burnett 23, 
Bowens 2, West 6, Burrell 9, Beverly 
2, Hester 4, Robinson 4, Schacht 2, 
Reed 5, Collier 4. Three-point goals: 
Price, Burnett, Burrell. 

Lady Indians complete
stellar volleyball season

Main St., Kilmarnock    (next to Dawson’s Ltd.)
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30  Sat. 9-5         435-1211

MasterCardVISA

SPORTS
C E N T R E

No matter what your game is we have a treeful
of wonderful gifts for the entire family !

Toys

Yard
Games

Trophies Baseball

Athletic
Shoes

Fishing Uniforms

Softball

Hunting

Scoters
BikesGolf

Clubs

Gift
Certificates

Scooters Boating

Embroidery

Spor
ting

 Good

Chee
r

atChristmas!

Sporting Goods for the entire family !

The Northern Neck Audubon 
Society (NNAS) will conduct a 
bird walk at the Rappahannock 
River Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge (NWR) on Monday, 
Decem ber 8.

A walk through the Wilna 
Tract of the NWR will be lead 
by NNAS past president Tom 
Teeples and Sandy Spencer of 
the NWR. 

Participants should bring bin-
oculars and meet at 8:30 a.m. in 
the park ing lot of Grace Epis-
copal Church in Kilmarnock. 
Wa terproof shoes are recom-
mended.

For those wishing to drive 
directly to the NWR, from 

Giving Thanks Contin ues...
Best of all was having our 

family with us, watching 
ev eryone eating and talking, teas-
ing and laughing, sharing experi-
ences, enjoying each other.

Nature put on a show for 
us too. Two goldfi nches fi nally 
found their new thistle feeder and 
spilled as many seeds as they 
ate. Other creatures will soon dis-
cover those leftovers. I’m happy 
to have them all.

One warm morning, a fl ock 
of robins came for baths in the 
two ground-level waterers. They 
decoyed a covey of bluebirds for 
short baths too. When all had 
fl own away, a proud mockingbird 
enjoyed having a private shower. 

Another morning I heard a 
red-shouldered hawk calling and 
being chased by a mob of vul-
tures, crows and other black-
birds. Jameson Crandall, who 
lives across the road from us, also 
heard the ruckus.

From the farm, Tom called me 
to come quickly for a close look 
at an eagle eating carrion. I hur-
ried and got quite close while the 
handsome bird was engrossed in 
his feast. When he yanked out a 
long in testine, I decided I’d had 
enough birdwatching for a lit tle 
while.

At his grandparents’ home 
overlooking the Chesapeake Bay, 
Scott Riley saw eight pelicans fl y 

Birders to hike Wilna Tract

WINDOW

ON WILDLIFE
by Joyce Fitchett Russell

past. Other people have had other
interesting sightings. The Gen-
tleman from Northumberland his
Lady have had a rare hairy
wood pecker coming to their yard
with red-bellied woodpeckers and
downies. They also have had
a scarce female towhee visiting
them.

Farther away in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina, our son was
watching an alligator in the
grasses when he glimpsed a
wading bird nearby. It was a least
bittern, smaller at 13 inches than
its relative, the American Bit tern,
26 inches tall. I’ve only seen the
latter twice; the for mer, never.

I’m thankful for everyone who
shares their sightings with me; it’s
almost as good as being there.

Kilmarnock, take Route. 3 to
Warsaw and turn left on Route
360. Continue west about a mile
past Warsaw and turn right on
Newland Road. Go about 4.5
miles and turn left on Strange-
way. Go about .5 miles and turn
right on Sandy Lane. Go about
1.5 miles and turn left on Wilna
Road.  Pass a private resi dence
on the right, go through the
gate, and keep right as you pro-
ceed up the hill.  Park in the
lot adjacent to the large white
manor house. Plan to meet there
with other par ticipants at 9:15
a.m.

For more information, call
Teeples at 453-0636.

Ali Kat Custom Designs
Embroidery, Screen Printing and

Advertising Specialties
(804) 462-5379 • 1-(888) 634-6761

alikat@crosslink.net                           Lively, VA

LHS sets
athletic
banquet

Lancaster High School 
will hold its annual fall 
sports banquet on Mon day, 
December 8, at 7 p.m. in the 
school’s commons area. 

The awards ceremony will 
recognize varsity and JV 
members of the fi eld hockey, 
cross country, golf, volley-
ball and foot ball teams.  

THE RECORD

SPORTS ONLINE
www.rrecord.com

THE RECORD
ONLINE
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HUGE
Winter Building
DISCOUNTS!

Peerless quality Lester Buildings at a
singular value! Order by 12/31/03
and delivery must occur by 3/31/04.
20¢ per sq. ft. rebate is available
for April building deliveries. Not 
all buildings qualify for rebates.
Other restrictions may apply. See
www.lesterbuildings.com or your
Lester rep for complete details.

Taking Reliability to the Extreme Since 1947

ACT
NOW

30¢ PER
SQ. FT 
Rebate

Introducing Your New 
Local Lester Rep!

Tom White
540-395-5300
800-826-4439

lesterbuildings.com

LIMITED TIME!

DIRECT
REBATE

FROM
LESTER BUILDINGS

TO YOU!

JIM’S
GYM

52 S. Main St.

Kilmarnock

436-0202 • 435-4074

Rudolph Pekarek, 51, paced 
the fl ock in the Irvington Turkey 
Trot fi ve-miler with a time of 
29:27. David Cook, 29, followed 
on his heels at 29:58 and Donald 
Mitchell, 32, was third among the 
men at 30:45.

In the women’s race, Liesl 
Inglish, 36, was fi rst at 31:48; 
Suzanne LaPrade, 34, placed 
second at 32:02; and Emily Webb, 
14, third, at 32:28.

Greg Ruckert, 49, led the two-
miler at 12:29; Dane Kelsey, 15, 
placed second at 12:52; and Brian 
Webb, 19, third, at 12:54.

In the women’s race, Julia M. 
Smith, 35, was fi rst at 12:45; Ally 
Serio, 28, placed second at 15:57; 
and Cathy Webb, 12, third, at 
16:04.

Tot Trot winners were Noah 
Han, fi rst; Cole Chugart, sec ond; 
and Caroline Ball, third.

Other runners by age groups 
included:
Five-mile men

8-12: Reuben Han, 39:45.
13-19: David Loftus, 36:28; Craig 

Charley, 38:37; Topper Fox, 39:32.
20-29: Raymond Gay, 34:53; 

Roger Jordan, 36:34; Andy Wagner, 
37:52; Ian DeVivi, 39:55.

30-39: Rob Inglish, 31:47; Rick 
Mihills, 33:02; Brent Mihills, 33:57; 
Phil Jameson, 34:18; Phillip Wil-
liams, 37:30; George McCurrach, 
37:46; Lance Reynolds, 39:40; Alexis 
LopezBuitrago, 39:52; Minter Bailey 
Ralston IV, 40:18; Matt Holmes, 
40:44; Matt Messina, 40:45; Bill 
Holmes, 42:58; Andrew Holmes, 
42:59; Tom Coates, 45:52; Bill Chap-
pell, 45:53; Gordon T. Winfi eld III, 
63:40.

40-49: Jim Bugel, 31:38; David 
J. Smith, 32:13; John Loftus, 32:50; 
Don Loftus, 34:03; Anthony Col-
lins, 36:43; John O’Shaughnessy, 
38:25; Christopher Milone, 38:47; 
Johnny Dungan, 39:39; Scott God-
bout, 43:15; Mike McKenney, 43:51; 
Roger Failmetzger, 45:19; Joe 
Heyman, 45:28; Bill Armstrong, 
46:42; Joe Bessler, 46:43; Wyatt 
Alston, 50:47; Mark Gates, 50:55.

50-59: John Page, 34:06; Doug 
Charley, 40:21; David Hughes, 40:46; 
William S. Kirby, 51:23.

60+: Marshall Orr, 36:33; Randy 
Farg, 40:51; Paul Sharp, 40:56; 
Turner Williamson, 43:13; Bob 
Powell, 45:50; Jim Sharp, 49:43; Bob 
Weekley, 51:09; Jay DePew, 54:06; 
Carter LaPrade, 57:11.

Five-mile women
13-19: Laurie Cook, 32:42.
20-29: Ashton Cawthorn, 37:34; 

Britton Faulkner, 38:04; Amber 
Ankers, 40:59;  Stuart Cawthorn, 
42:47; Louise Cook, 44:47; Jennifer 
Gockenaur, 46:11; Wendy Murdy, 
47:49; Deidre Winfi eld, 63:41.

30-39: Denise Schindler, 33:07; 
Jennifer McLean, 37:49; Mary 
Margaret Chappell, 37:55; Andrea 
Latell, 41:10; Sarah Jameson, 43:10; 
Susanna Raffenot, 44:45; Andrea 
Deskin, 45:11; Stacy DePew, 45:45.

40-49: Dana Fitzpatrick, 36:30; 
Nancy O’Shaughnessy, 38:24; Caro-
lyn Merrick, 40:04; Debra DeVivi, 
40:53; Joanne A. Webb-Fary, 41:09; 
Joanie Han, 41:54; Taylor Loftus, 
45:07; Iris Treakle, 45:18; Martha 
Hail, 49:33.

50-59: Joyce W. Eanes, 48:57.
60+: Elaine Weekley, 63:03.

Two-mile men
1-7: Noah Han, 22:13; Connor 

Fitzpatrick, 36:33; Code Inglish, 
39:03; Brandon Engstrom, 40:05; 
Nicholas Thomas-Brown, 42:32; 
Corey Jameson, 49:33.

8-12: Alec Faulkner, 14:45; Jimmy 
Merrick, 15:14; Tim Caudle, 16:56; 
Mark Han, 17:22; Kendall Lopez-
Buipap, 17:27; Zach Saunders, 17:33; 
Travis Dawson, 19:50; Woody Kaine, 
20:44; Carter Loftus, 20:47; Hayden 
Saunders, 21:49; Leo Notto, 22:48; 
Nick Heller, 27:03; Sydoor Kerns, 
29:11; Brantley Lawrence, 35:35; 
Scott Heller, 42:19; T. Gray Miller, 
53:38.

13-19: Jordan Webb, 15:05; Ben-
jamin Han, 15:24; P. Ross Merrick, 
18:42; Nathaniel Kaine, 25:04; Luke 
Bessler, 26:56; Joey Sommer, 36:47; 
Randolph Boyers, 42:03; Marcus 
Cooper, 42:11; Danny Sommer, 
42:31.

20-29: Robb Stefanik, 14:40; 
Charles Repp, 14:49; John Reisner, 
15:33; David Owen, 19:46; Tad Pit-
tman, 20:59; Rob Westbrook, 31:31; 
M. Hickey, 33:33.

30-39: Paul Fitzpatrick, 16:22; 
Troy Kelsey, 17:03; Chris Jones, 
34:26; Gordon T. Winfi eld III, 35:37; 
Dave Fulmer, 35:54; Brandt Eng-
strom, 40:00; Stephen Thomas, 
44:32.

40-49: David J. Smith, 13:33; 
Roger Failmetzger, 15:23; Seth Ahl-
born, 16:52; Tim Kaine, 17:46; Jeff 
Brown, 17:51; Joe Heyman, 18:13; 
Trent S. Kerns, 18:43; Michael Saun-
ders, 19:12; Jeff Shugart, 20:13; Tom 
Martin, 32:23; Joe Shehigh, 32:55; 
Woody Holton, 35:40; Ray Frith, 
38:02; Scott Guay, 41:59; Jeff Heller, 
42:30.

50-59: John Webb, 17:36; David 
Cheek, 20:14; Roger Anglin, 20:32; 
Chris Jordan, 21:36; Bay Rowe, 
31:45; Dana Smith, 35:55; Jud 
Sommer, 37:21; Steve Glessner, 
37:59; Jim Hughes, 38:18; John 
Smith, 38:27.

60+:  Ray Ankers, 20:45; Philip 
Turrie, 21:04; Wayne Saunders, 
23:43; Arthur Neal, 25:35; Thomas 
Walters Sr., 33:40; Randolph Jones, 
34:29; Al Kaine, 35:42; Mike 
Lowden, 39:02; Len Engstrom, 
40:11; Norm Heller, 42:20; Scott 
Boyers, 42:45; Loyal Lundegard, 
42:54; Robert Holley, 42:56.

Two-mile women
1-7: Emily Engstrom, 40:12.
8-12: Susan Heyman, 18:12; 

Madeleine Bugel, 19:07; Bennett 
Breeden, 20:23; Erin Godbout, 22:11; 
Katharine Miller, 22:35; Anne Kaine, 
28:46; Elizabeth Kerns, 29:18; Jamie 
Ahlborn, 33:37;  Ashleigh Saunders, 
33:39;  Maddy Ahlborn, 38:04; Mad-
eleina Inglish, 39:16; Melissa Bick-
erman, 40:13; Dora Sommer, 40:14.

13-19: Jamie Bugel, 16:29; Eva 
Kretz, 16:34; Georgina O. Miller, 
18:09; Cary Fuller, 18:47; Jeanne 
Boone, 19:40; Elizabeth Loftus, 
19:41; Kaitlin Evans, 20:01; Mere-
dith Breeden, 20:02; Maria Bessler, 
24:54; Ann Breeden, 32:24; Connor 
Ahlborn, 38:03; Grace Boyers, 42:10; 
Emily Fuller, 42:17; Jane Fuller, 
42:18.

20-29: Wendy Murray, 17:43; 
Amber Ankers, 17:59; Kati Shout, 
18:01; Lee Owen, 19:28; Sarah 
Pittman, 20:58; Martha Westbrook, 
31:32; Leslie Franklin, 33:02; Eliza-
beth Cheek, 33:30; Carrie Yeatman, 
33:34; Jennifer Hinton, 35:25; Deidre 
Winfi eld, 35:36; Valerie Brown, 
44:33.

30-39: Kelly V. Pruett, 17:41; Iris 
Morris, 17:58; Sheila B. Brown, 
18:48; Susan Sorenson, 27:24; Edna 
Whay, 35:06; Andrea Jennings, 
35:27; Nicole Ayn McCurrach, 35:32; 
Alissa Fulmer, 36:31; Anne Fitzpat-
rick, 36:34; Susanna Raffenot, 36:46; 
Sherri Raffetto, 37:25; Ceci Eng-
strom, 39:59; Val Kokal, 41:56.

40-49: Iris Treakle, 16:49; Gloria 
Savage-Early, 18:44; Martha Hail, 
18:46; Sheila Breeden, 19:02; Kate 
Kerns, 19:10; Michele Faulkner, 
20:34; Janice Collins, 22:34; Geor-
gina R. Miller, 22:42; Anne Holton, 
25:03; Lisa Shivers, 26:09; Jill 
Shugart, 26:10; Linda Walker, 27:15; 
Lauren Bugel, 27:22; Anne West, 
29:29; Barbara Breeden, 32:01; Joyce 
Heller, 34:27; Carrie Ahlborn, 34:33; 
Katharine Whitely, 35:26; Lynnie 
McCrobie, 35:29; Susan Clark-Frith, 
37:43.

50-59: Joyce Eanes, 19:32; Anne 
Reisner, 19:55; Jody Anglin, 20:33; 
Cathy Rowe, 26:01; Peggy Fuller, 
26:34; Frances Bacon, 28:39; Carol 
Gifford, 29:23; Connie Horne, 31:48; 
Ann Marie Pruitt, 33:03; Rebecca 
George, 33:41; Dana Smith, 33:53; 
Janet Worsham, 34:15; Kay Godbout, 
34:28; Martha McLaughin, 34:30; 
Anne Cheek, 34:31; Betty Clegg, 
34:34; Sarah Michel, 35:34; Mary 
Dell Sigler, 38:19; Judy King, 41:57; 
Becky Boyers, 42:04; Beverly Ran-
dolph, 42:44.

60+: JoDean Orcutt, 22:37; Doris 
Lundegard, 28:38; Doris Lackey, 
29:04; Rita DePew, 30:53; Kathy 
Broderick, 33:52; Jessica Servis, 
34:32; Anne Owen, 35:07; Margue-
rite Luckette, 35:24; Jayne V. Jack-
son, 35:28; Muffi n Fitzpatrick, 36:44; 
Betty Lou Dunn, 37:26: Donna Flow-
ers, 37:32; Kathy Kaine, 38:40; 
Jinks Holton, 39:39; Lynne Eng-
strom, 40:10.

Irvington Turkey Trot
winners are announced 

Four-and-a-half tables of 
du plicate bridge were in play 
November 18 at the Woman’s 
Club of Lancaster.

North/south winners were fi rst, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Di anne 
Monroe; and second, Kate Frayne 
and Ronnie Gertsner.

East/west winners were fi rst, 
Shelia Babcock and Judy Peifer; 
and second, Virginia Adair and 
Jim Hazel.

This is an ACBL sanctioned 
game, but is open to everyone.  
The next game for this group is 
December 2 at 1 p.m. 

Five tables of duplicate bridge 
were in play November 25 
at  Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury.

Winners north/south were 
fi rst, Babs Murphy and Margaret 
Livesay; and second, Cynthia 
Birdsall and Dianne Monroe.

Winners east/west were fi rst, 
Mary Andrews and Charlie 
Smith; and second, Fran Blen-
coe and Terry Carter.

The next bridge for this group 
is December 9 at 1 p.m.

Five tables of duplicate bridge 
were in play November 24 at the 
Woman’s Club of White Stone.

Winners north/south were 
first, Mary Andrews and Bar-
bara Hubbard; and second, 
Cynthia Birdsall and Ronnie 
Gerster.

Winners east/west were first, 
Tot Winstead and Liz Hargett; 
and second, Grace Nagel and 
Iris Panzetta.

The next bridge for this group 
is December 10 at 1 p.m.

The Woman’s club of Lan-
caster held a Sandwich Bridge 
on November 19.  The host ess 
committee prepared a wonderful 
lunch with plenty for all. After 
lunch, guests played bridge and 
mahjong.

The fi rst-place bridge win ner 
was Emily Hudnall with 4,480 
points and second was Rebecca 
Harger with 4,250 points.

The next sandwich bridge and 
mahjong party at the Woman’s 
Club of Lancaster is December 
17 at noon. Call Betty Thornton 
at 462-0742 for a reservation.

The Woman’s Club of Lan-
caster held a Sandwich Bridge 
on November 19.  The host ess 
committee prepared a wonderful 
lunch with plenty for all. After 
lunch, guests played bridge and 
mahjong.

The fi rst-place bridge win ner 
was Emily Hudnall with 4,480 
points and second was Rebecca 
Harger with 4,250 points.

The next sandwich bridge and 
mahjong party at the Woman’s 
Club of Lancaster is December 
17 at noon. Call Betty Thornton 
at 462-0742 for a reservation.

Virginia Motor Speedway 
of fi cials recenlty announced 
VMS will again run the four race 
BB&T Super Late Model Dirt 
Challenge as part of the 2004 
schedule.

The four $10,000-to-win races 
will be sanctioned by the Mid-
Atlantic Championship Series 
(MACS).

“The BB&T Series was a great 
success for us in 2003, but we 
want to take it to the next level 
and to do that we have brought 
in the MACS Se ries to sanction 
our four big events,” said track 
owner Bill Sawyer. 

“We are pleased to have the 
Geesey brothers involved with us 
once again here at VMS. Be ing 
that we are a family owned and 
operated organization, it felt right 
bringing in another family oper-
ated organization to help us in 
our quest to make the BB&T 
Series one of the best in the coun-
try. The Geesey’s work ethic mir-
rors that of our own and only 
strengthens my belief that that 
will happen,” said Sawyer.

MACS public relations liaison 
and event coor dinator Jeff Geesey 

BB&T series to race again
at Virginia Motor Speedway

said, “Bill’s work ethic and com-
mitment have married his dreams 
for the facility as well as short 
track auto racing forging an 
impres sive operation.”

The BB&T challenge offers 
almost $50,000 for each show, 
plus a bonus program. If a driver 
wins two of the four events he 
is in line for a $10,000 bonus. 
Take three and it goes to $35,000. 
Winnning all four earns a $50,000 
bonus. That makes it possible for 
one driver to gain $90,000 for 
winning all four events.

“These four shows add an 
ad ditional quarter-million dollars 
to the series events schedule this 
year, and that is just awe some for 
the drivers, fans, and sponsors,” 
explained Geesey.

All four of the BB&T Super 
Late Model Dirt Challenge races 
will be 50-lap events pay ing 
$10,000 to the winner and $700 
to start the “A” Main. Tentative 
dates for the four races are April 
17, June 19, July 17 and Septem-
ber 18.

VMS is on Route 17, eight 
miles north of Saluda and 25 
miles south of Tappahannock.

Assisting LHS sports
 Lancaster High School Athletic Boosters Club president Bill 
Lee recently presented a check to the high school. From left are 
LHS athletic director Billy Jarvis, Lee, principal Sandy Spears 
and assistant principal Eric Jones. LHS Athletic Boosters pro-
vide new uniforms and equip ment on a sport rotation basis, 
and also contribute to the costs of conditioning, tournament 
fees, letters and awards. The next club meeting is January 13 
at 7 p.m. in the high school library. To join, call Penny Gilbert 
at 462-5665. To make a donation, call Cindy Wilder Clark at 
435-0368. 

The Virginia Masters Fall Invi-
tational swim meet was held 
November 8 at the Mid town 
Aquatic Center in New port 
News.

The Northern Neck Family 
YMCA Striper Masters pro gram 
was represented by Kelley Dam-
eron, Kathy Broderick, Pauli Dil-
lard and coach Kathryn Gregory. 

Dameron placed fi rst in the 
200-yard individual medley, 
100-yard individual medley and 
100-yard butterfl y, all in team 
record times. A former swim mer 
at Shepherd College, Dameron 
is new to the Striper Team this 
season.

Broderick received a fi rst in the 
100-yard freestyle, a second in 
the 100-yard individual med ley, 

Stripers place in swim meet

and a third in the 50-yard free-
style. Dillard received a third in 
the 50-yard backstroke. Gre gory 
received fi rsts in the 100-yard 
and 200-yard backstroke, the 50- 
and 100-yard butterfl y and the 
50-yard freestyle. 

Bridge
Results

END OF THE YEAR CLEARANCE SALE
20% to 50% OFF select items
25% OFF all trees and shrubs

Beautiful Pointsettias have arrived
 Great gift givers!
85 North Main Street

Hours:  Tues. - Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5
435-2800 • 435-6416

~Plenty of parking on Brent Street and in rear

~

LAWN & GARDEN WORLD

(804)435-2800

“Finest selection
of plant material

 in the area”

BOOTH’S
LANDSCAPING CO.

The

Northern
Neck Rage

Girls Fastpitch
Softball Organization

is grateful to all who
assisted our three teams

in 2003.

Without our sponsors, friends,
parents, and supporters,

we could not do what we do.

Don’t worry!
There are lots of great gift ideas
right outside your front door!
The Northern Neck has a great
variety of merchants to suit ANY
“hard to shop for person” on
your list!

Kelley Dameron

THE

 RECORD
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ONLINE
www.rrecord.com
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•Televisions
•VCRs
•DVD players
•Microwaves
•Advantium Ovens
 •Dishwashers
 •Wine Coolers
 •Stereos
 •Recliners
•Bedding •Curios
•Grandfather
         Clocks
          •Mirrors
         •Lamps
         •Accessories

•Living room Groups

Fill Your
Christmas
Wishes!
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NOBLETT APPLIANCE, PROPANE & OIL
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1939
Main & Augusta Streets, Kilmarnock

435-1111  •  1-800-535-0084
Appliances  •  TV’s  •  VCR’s  •  Camcorders  *  Furniture Center  •  Security Systems  •  Heating & Air Conditioning  •  Propane Gas  •  Heating Oil

Knowledgeable
Sales Counselors

Instant Credit
FREE DELIVERY

www.noblett.com

For Holiday Shopping Convenience
�������!"#���$%'�'�((�)��*+

Give someone special a
GIFT OF SECURITY . . .
A Home Security System

Installed by Noblett’s
DCJS 11-2127

➺ FREE Delivery
➺ FREE Wrapping
➺ Friendly Personal Service
➺ 90 DAYS Same as Cash

★ Give someone special a
GIFT OF SECURITY . . .
A Home Security System

Installed by Noblett’s
DCJS 11-2127
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RCA DVD Means
Movies, Music,
Photos & More.

����������	
���������
����������������	���
>���?/!�<�"�!��("#<�<'/��!���@�E�(�<�/��	�F�G���!�<?<
>���I/#�!�$�'"(��%/'/<�/��#/;��
��J;�?N(#�"�!��"<�(#�O�'%
��$�'"(��%/'/���O
��	UXY�

3 Day’s Only !
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

Ladies League
Young Country won three games 

against J. C. Marsh when Cathy Sava-
lina bowled a 399 set with games 
of 128, 132 and 139. Theresa Davis 
rolled a 393 set with games of 122, 
134 and 137. Linda Lake had a 360 
set with games of 110, 120 and 130. 
JoAnne Paulette bowled a 110 game 
and Janie Withers had a 110 game. 
For J. C. Marsh, Greta Walker rolled a 
105 game. Vivian Callaway bowled a 
106 game and Vickie White had a 110 
game. Marie Piccard rolled games of 
103 and 111 and Sandra Evans had 
games of 102 and 104.

Callis Seafood won two games 
against R. P. Waller when Donna 
Thomas rolled a 367 set with games 
of 123 and 147. Lillian Potter bowled 
a 322 set with games of 101 and 
123. Gayle Conrad had a 343 set with 
games of 108 and 137. Mary Savalina 
rolled a 100 game. For R. P. Waller, 
Bea Hodges bowled a 109 game and 
Claudette Homes a 103 game. Rosa-
lie Ruminski had a 123 game and Ilva 
Jett a 108 game.

The Lively Oaks Girls won two 
games against Northern Neck Sur-
gical Services when Lynn Gordon 
bowled a 333 set with games of 103 
and 132. Patsy Headley rolled a 115 
game. Jean Reynolds had games of 
102 and 107. For N.N. Surgical, Betty 
Steffey bowled a 319 set with games 
of 101, 102 and 116. Terry Stillman 
rolled a 313 set with games of 113 
and 122. Bev Benson had a 306 set 
with games of 101 and 108. Elsie 
Rose bowled a 108 game.

Yeatman’s Forklift won two games 
against Cap’n Red’s  Seafood when  
Sis Ransone bowled a 321 set 
with games of 105, 105 and 111. 
Corinne Beauchamp rolled a 110 
game. Gladys Sisson and Myrtle 
Royall each had a 107 game. For 
Cap’n Red’s, JoAnne Frazer bowled 
a 315 set with games of 106 and 116. 
Ruth Moore had a 306 set with a 122 
game. Elsie Henderson rolled a 101 
game. Alma George bowled games of 
103 and 105.

High set: Cathy Savalina, 399; The-
resa Davis, 393; JoAnne Frazer, 378.

High average: Donna Thomas, 112; 
Theresa Davis, 111; Lynn Gordon, 
110.

High team game: Young Country, 
589; N.N. Surgical, 580; Callis Sea-
food, 576.

High team set: Young Country, 
1,734; Callis Seafood, 1,602; Lively 
Oaks Girls, 1,582.

Standings
 W L
Young Country 19 11
N.N. Surgical 18 12
Lively Oaks Girls 16 14
Callis Seafood 15 15
Yeatman’s Forklift 15 15
Cap’n Red’s Seafood 15 15
J. C. Marsh 14 16
R. P. Waller 7 23

Lively Oaks Girls won three games 
against R. P. Waller when Lynn 
Gordon bowled a 359 set with games 
of 112, 115 and 132. Becky Thrift 
rolled a 309 set with games of 101, 
102 and 106. Jean Reynolds had a 
101 game and Nancy Carter rolled 
games of 102 and 105. For R. P. 
Waller, Ilva Jett bowled a 101 game.

Young Country won three games 

 Men’s League
On November 20, H&W Painting 

won three games and lost one against 
The Oaks Restaurant. For H&W, Bill 
Hendershot had the high set of 426 
with games of 152, 110 and 164. 
Wayne Candrey bowled games of 138 
and 129 in a 371 set. Kasey Kacper-
ski rolled a 125 game and Dusty Hen-
dershot had a 99 game.

For The Oaks, Jim Coates had the 
high set of 368 with games of 119, 
112 and 137. John Hollowell rolled 
a 129 game in a 340 set. Bob Huff 
bowled a 124 game and Louis Coates 
a 112 game.

Lenny’s Auto Repair won four 
games against D&L Marine Construc-
tion. For Lenny’s, Curly Lewis had the 
high set of 406 with games of 114, 
161 and 131. Lenny Dawson bowled 
a 112 game. Frank Perkins had a 102 
game. For D&L, Mark Obsharsky had 
the high set of 352 with games of 111, 
127 and 114. Steve Hinson rolled a 
134 game in a 348 set. Dana Stillman 
had a 103 game.

Evans Bowling Center won three 
games and lost one against Capt. 
John’s. For Evans, Richard Savalina 
had the high set of 366 with games 
of 91, 145 and 130. Bunks Mitchell 
bowled a game of 130 in a 346 set. 
Woody Evans rolled a 115 game. John 

Mixed League
The Untouchables won three 

games against Put to Gathers when 
Garnett Harris bowled a 339 set. 
Albert fi sher had a 338 set and Kenny 
Kent rolled a 335 set. Brenda Fisher 
bowled a 102 game. For the Put to 
Gathers, John Forrester rolled a 143 
game. Nick O’Bier had a 109 game, 
Donna O’Bier an 88 game and Robert 
Piccard an 86 game.

The Thunder Hammers won two 
games against the Pin Busters when 
Elsie Rose bowled a 308 set. Harry 
Donavan rolled a 296 set and Joe 
Carlson had a 116 game. For  the Pin 
Busters, Richard Savalina bowled a 
330 set. Cathy Savalina rolled a 319 
set. Archie Lake had a 317 set and 
Linda Lake a 315 set.

All in Fun won two games against 
Woodie’s Angels when Marie Piccard 
bowled a 140 game in a 360 set. 
JoAnn Fraizer rolled a 326 set. Elsie 
Henderson had a 325 set. Vergil Hen-
derson bowled a 96 game. For Wood-
ie’s Angels, Beverly Benson had a 
347 set. Woodie Evans rolled a 326 
set. Theresa Davis bowled a 323 set 
and Betty Steffey had a 313 set.

High game: Beverly Benson, 154; 
John Forrester, 153; JoAnn Paulette, 
149; Theresa Davis, 146; Wilson 
Evans, 143.

High set: Beverly Benson, 405; 
John Forrester, 388; Theresa Davis, 
378; Garnett Harris and JoAnn Fraizer, 
370; Linda Lake, 368.

High average: John Forrester, 113; 
Archie Lake and Woodie Evans, 111; 
Theresa Davis and Garnett Harris, 
110.

Standings
 W L
Untouchables 22 11
All in Fun 21 12
Woodie’s Angels 19 14
Pin Busters 19 14
Thunder Hammers 13 20
Put to Gathers 5 28

Bowling Results

On November 26, The Oaks Res-
taurant and Capt. John’s each won 
two games. For The Oaks, Louis 
Coates had the high set of the week 
of 421 with games of 140, 144 and 
137. Lee Gill bowled a 137 game in 
a 368 set. Jim Coates and Bob Huff 
each rolled a 133 game. John Hol-
lowell had a 127 game. For Capt. 
John’s, Benny Balderson had the 
high set of 338 with a 123 game. 
Herbert Hammock bowled a game of 
130 in a 337 set. Ernie George rolled 
a 131 game. Joe Hinson had a 106 
game.

Lenny’s Auto Repair won three 
games and lost one against Evans 
Bowling Center. For Lenny’s, Curly 
Lewis had the high set of 358 with 
games of 131, 117 and 110. Ray 
Haynie bowled games of 129 and 
118. Lenny Dawson rolled a 111 
game. For Evans, John Forrester 
had the high set of 370 with games 
of 125, 128 and 117. Johnny Evans 
bowled a 117 game in a 333 set. 
Bunks Mitchell had a 125 game.

D&L Marine Construction won 
three games and lost one against 
H&W Painting. For D&L, Mark 
Obsharsky had the high set of 336 
with games of 119 and 115.  Steve 
Hinson bowled a game of 115 in a 
328 set. Dana Stillman rolled a 91 
game. For H&W, Wayne Candry had 
the high set of 356 with games of 
113, 117 and 126. Kasey Kacperski 
had a 115 game and  Clay Gill a 106 
game.

High game: Bunks Mitchell, 180; 
Jim Coates, 176; Bill Hendershot, 
164; Lee Gill, 162; Louis Coates and 
Curly Lewis, 161; Benny Balderson, 
160.

High team game: The Oaks, 553; 
Capt. John’s, 543; H&W, 520; Evans, 

against Yeatman’s Forklift when The-
resa Davis bowled a 389 set with 
games of 120, 133 and 136. Linda 
Lake rolled a 351 set with games of 
106 and 148. Cathy Savalina had a 
309 set with games of 104 and 113. 
Jo Anne Paulette bowled a 112 game. 
Janie Withers rolled a 118 game. For 
Yeatman’s Forklift, Myrtle Royall had 
a 331 set with games of 100, 113 and 
118. Corinne Beauchamp bowled a 
109 game as did Gladys Sisson. Sis 
Ransone rolled a 113 game and Clara 
Yeatman had a 120 game.

Cap’n Red’s Seafood won three 
games against Callis Seafood when 
JoAnne Frazer bowled a 338 set with 
games of 108, 112 and 118. Alma 
George rolled a 323 set with games 
of 104, 107 and 112. Ruth Moore had 
a 312 set with games of 100 and 114. 
For Callis, Donna Thomas bowled a 
354 set with games of 115, 116 and 
123. Lillian Potter rolled a 343 set with 
games of 106, 115 and 122. Mary 
Savalina had a 117 game.

Northern Neck Surgical won two 
games against J. C. Marsh when 
Betty Steffey bowled a 331 set with 
games of 120 and 115. Bev Benson 
rolled a 310 set with games of 102 
and 121. Elsie Rose had a 300 set 
with a 114 game and Terry Stillman 
bowled a 108 game. For J. C. Marsh, 
Vivian Callaway had a 321 set with 
games of 102, 105 and 114. Vickie 
White rolled a 312 set with a 124 
game.

High average: Donna Thomas, 113; 
Lynn Gordon and Theresa Davis, 
111.

Standings
                 W  L

Young Country 22 11
N.N. Surgical 20 13
Lively Oaks Girls 19 14
Cap’n Red’s Seafood 18 15
Callis Seafood 15 18
Yeatman’s Forklift 15 18
J. C. Marsh 15 18
R. P. Waller 7 26

Forrester had three games of 109. 
For Capt. John’s, Herbert Hammock 
had the high set of 343 with games of 
132, 91 and 120. Joe Hinson had a 
120 game, Ernie George a 103 game 
and Harry Donavon a 101 game.

High game: Bunks Mitchell, 180; 
Jim Coates, 176; Bill Hendershot, 
164; Lee Gill, 162; Louis Coates and 
Curly Lewis, 161; Benny Balderson, 
160.

High set: Bunks Mitchell, 463; Louis 
Coates, 436; Bill Hendershot, 426; 
Richard Savalina, 416; Curly Lewis, 
410; Lee Gill, 408.

High team game: The Oaks, 553; 
Capt. John’s, 543; H&W, 520; Evans, 
515; Lenny’s, 510; D&L, 500.

High team set: Capt. John’s, 1,510; 
The Oaks, 1,507; Evans, 1,476; H&W, 
1,458; Lenny’s, 1,412; D&L, 1,408.

High average: Louis Coates, 125; 
Lee Gill, 122; Bill Hendershot, 121; 
Curly Lewis, 120; Jim Coates, 119; 
Bunks Mitchell, 116.

The Standings last week should 
have listed The Oaks Restaurant at 
27 and 9 instead of 24 and 9.

                Standings
                                    W      L 
        
The Oaks Restaurant    28 12
Evans Bowling Center      20  20
H&W Painting               20   20
Capt. John’s                20  20
Lenny’s Auto  Repair   18   22
D&L Marine Const.      14  26

515; Lenny’s, 510; D&L, 500.
High set: Bunks Mitchell, 463; Louis 

Coates, 436; Bill Hendershot, 426; 
Richard Savalina, 416; Curly Lewis, 
410; Lee Gill, 408.

High team set: Capt. John’s, 1,510;  
The Oaks, 1,507; Evans, 1,476; H&W, 
1,458; Lenny’s, 1,412; D&L, 1,408.

High average: Louis Coates, 127; 
Lee Gill, 122; Bill Hendershot, 121; 
Curly Lewis and Jim Coates, 120.

Standings
                                     W L
The Oaks Restaurant 30 14
Capt. John’s 22 22
Evans Bowling Center 21 23
H&W Painting 21 23
Lenny’s Auto Repair 21 23
D&L Marine Const. 17 27

Period and country furniture,
Copper, Brass, Silver,

Paintings, China, much, much more!

Beginning December 6th

Mon-Sat, 10 - 5

Sun, 12 - 5

in the White Marsh Shopping Center

Rt. 17, Gloucester

(804)694-0544

info:  Betsy Henderson (804) 694-9493

New Shipment of English Antiques

Arrives Soon at Marketplace Antiques!

The Gadfly’s

Email your
 NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com
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To Decorate

“The Mitten Tree”

All gifts collected
will be distributed
to children in our
community !

Drop by either
RiverTowne location up

until December 23rd.
and help us 
decorate!

Donate
.Mittens, Scarves & Hats

KKii llmmaarrnnoocckk  OOff ff iiccee,, 227766  NN.. MMaaiinn  SStt .. ,, 880044--443355--22448822

BBuurrggeessss  OOff ff iiccee,, 1144882244  NNoorr tthhuummbbeerr llaanndd  HHwwyy.. ((RRtt .. 336600))   880044--445533--44778800
DDrroopp  OOff ff   LLooccaatt iioonnss

Opening
Wednesday

December 10

Taking
Reservations for your

holiday parties

Join us for our
Special Christmas Day Dinner

Reservations Required

804.435.3100

by Reid Armstrong
EAGLE POINT—As the 

winter solstice nears, the Scottish 
begin to dream of big, steaming 
bowls of porridge.

The oatmeal-like cereal car ries 
almost legendary status through-
out Scotland. It has become part 
of highland leg end and lore. 

The Scottish National Dic-
tionary contains 52 words to 
describe porridge in its many 
forms and the implements and 
ingredients required to cook it.

Porridge must be made in a 
very particular way. One must 
add the oats at just the right 
time (some say at the begin ning, 
some say halfway through) for 
the sake of fl avor and texture. 
One must even stir the porridge 
in the proper direction, so as not 
to evoke evil spirits.

 “Porridge should always be 
spoken of as ‘they,’” accord ing 
to goldenspurtle.com, a website 
dedicated to the proper consump-
tion of the ce real. Also, porridge 
“should always be eaten stand-
ing up,” the site explains, and, 
“a bone spoon should always be 
used for eating porridge.”

One thing never changes 
among true porridge eaters, how-
ever: it must be stirred with a 
“spurtle.” 

Similar to a large wooden 
pestle, only long and slender, the 
spurtle, or “theevil,” is consid-
ered far superior to the spoon or 
spatula. The oats won’t clump 
to the spurtle like they do on a 
spoon, and a spurtle can move 
freely through the thick mixture, 
un like a spatula.

Spurtles can be found in Vir-
ginia’s Northern Neck. From a 
workshop in forested Eagle Point, 
edging the southwestern-facing 
ridge of the Great Wicomico 
River, Charles O’Donnell makes 
them by the handful. 

Sun fl oods the window of his 
workshop, which is other wise 
dark. Like most base ments in the 
area, it smells musty.

The fi nest sawdust thickens the 
air as O’Donnell focuses intently 
on a turning lathe. The wood 
before him takes shape from a 
square block of black cherry. Like 
a clay pot being spun on a wheel, 
the wood appears almost liquid 
as O’Donnell gives it shape. 

He uses only three tools as he 
works to the humming sound of 
the lathe, which in decipherably 

as surance of me that that’s what 
the funds would be expended 
for,” said Latimore.

Another unbudgeted expen-
diture of $9,212 in capital 
im provement funds was approved 
for work order changes related to 
the Lancaster High School roof 
replacement. Latimore said the 
funds are needed for electrical 
upgrades servicing an agricul-
tural building.

The supervisors also agreed to 
seek proposals from archi tects for 
a proposed addition to the east 
wing of the court house. The addi-
tion would provide more space 
for the commissioner of the rev-
enue, treasurer and General Dis-
trict court.

By consensus, the board 
ap proved a $3,890 supplemental 
appropriation to the sheriff’s 
offi ce for the purchase of fi ve 
portable radios. The funds rep-
resent proceeds from the sher-
iff’s sale of surplus equipment in 
November.

The board also approved an 
emergency appropriation of 
$1,200 to Rappahannock Le gal 
Services Inc., which pro vides free 
civil legal services for indigent 
citizens in 16 counties, two towns 
and Fred ericksburg. The county 

tion), and emergency use (which 
does not specify an amount or 
time limit).

“To me, it sounds like you’re 
just bringing a landfi ll into the 
county,” Rev. Fowler said.

She said the board could not 
restrict the types of specifi ed stor-
age but could request noti fi cation 
prior to temporary and routine 
storage, in addition to a 24-hour 
notice prior to any sludge arriv-
ing for emergency storage. She 
also said amendments to the 
state code are being considered 
which would liberalize the stor-
age requirements for temporary 
use up to 14 days without protec-
tion, 30 days with only a liner, 
and 120 days with a liner and 
cover.

Not only could farmers be left 

Spurtles are a specialty for local craftsman

Each of O’Donnell’s spur tles 
has a character of its own.

In his workshop, Charles O’Donnell uses a lathe to make a 
spurtle, an implement used to stir oatmeal.

spins the wooden block. 
O’Donnell suits his name well. 

With his white hair and beard, 
glasses and well-prac ticed lilt, he 
is Irish to the core. A designer 
of many things in his former life, 
O’ Donnell and his wife joined 
the ranks of retirees from north-
ern Virginia in 1997.

He had always wanted to learn 
to work with a lathe. Af ter fi nish-
ing the trim on his new house, he 

turned his ef forts toward the fi ner 
arts. He bought a book called 
“Turning Projects,” by Richard 
Raffan. The book includes ten 
pro jects, and the reader is sup-
posed to start with the fi rst one 
and work his way through the 
book. 

O’Donnell turned to the fi rst 
project on page two and learned 
to make a spurtle.

“I started there, made a couple, 
and as my skill in creased I saw 
in it something practical, utilitar-
ian. Each one could be varied,” 
O’Donnell said.

He had never actually heard 
of a spurtle, being more Amer-
ican than Irish, but after some 
research he learned of the por-
ridge history and myth. 

Other North Atlantic cul tures 
have embraced porridge cultures 
of their own, from Nova Scotia to 
Norway. The Irish have their own 
version, which requires toasting 
the oats fi rst. Comparing porridge 
to Quaker Oats, O’Donnell said, 

“It is the difference be tween plain 
and chunky oat meal.”

In the workshop, the spurtle is 
taking shape. Now rounded and 
smooth, O’Donnell has given it a 
distinctive handle with a comfort-
able ledge for gripping. He sands 
down the nearly fi nished pieces, 
ex plaining that an expert at the 
lathe wouldn’t require sandpa per 
at all. 

He brushes the spurtle with 
mineral oil, and the grains of the 
wood pop out in contrast. For 
the life of the implement, a hand 
wash and a little min eral oil is all 
it will need to last to a ripe old 
age.

The spurtle is simple and 
subtle. Lacking any carving, the 
patterns of the wood cre ate the 
design. 

Every spurtle in the coffee can 
next to O’ Donnell’s workbench 
has a character of its own. He tells 
people to pick them up and see 
what feels comfortable in their 
hands. There is a perfect spur tle 
out there for everyone. 

Sticking with the same pro ject, 
he found that with each spurtle he 
made, he was learn ing the skill a 
little better.

“I got caught on spurtles,” 
O’Donnell said.

With each gnarled limb of 
oak or maple from his yard, he 
found he could try to “expose 
the beauty within a tree that’s 
hidden,” O’Donnell said. “When 
people are deformed, it’s unat-
tractive. When a tree is deformed, 
that’s what makes it attractive and 
what gives it character.”

He recently bought a larger 
lathe with the intention of moving 
on to different, larger projects, 
but he will continue to work on 
the spurtles.

“In arts, as in any fi eld, you 
get to a point where the tech-
nical aspects are second na ture,” 
O’Donnell explained. “Until then, 
you are not fully free to enjoy the 
aesthetics.”

With all the practice, he soon 
had a growing collection of spur-
tles. As an experiment, he recently 
took some of his best pieces to 
Kilmarnock’s Scottish Days. 

He sold them all. 
He has already started mak ing 

more in preparation for the Yule-
tide. With the solstice almost here, 
the Northern Neck’s true por-
ridge lovers will soon fi nd them-
selves craving a favorite recipe 
and needing a spurtle.

Change in leadership
B. Wally Beauchamp (left), out-going board chairman of the 
River Counties Chapter of the American Red Cross, congratu-
lates new chairman Don Phillips. A retired U.S. Army Colonel, 
Phillips is active in the Armed Forces Emergency Services pro-
gram. 

budget included a $4,800 contri-
bution to the organization, which 
cited a loss of federal funding in 
seeking more from the lo calities 
it serves.
Emergency services

In another matter, the super-
visors approved an agreement 
with Paul A. Sutherland, M.D., 
director of the Rappa hannock 
General Hospital emergency 
department, to serve as the 
operational medi cal director for 
Lancaster County Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS). The 
agree ment will establish the 
county EMS as an agency of the 
state EMS department.

The county EMS is super vised 
by Scott Hudson and has a staff of 
four EMTs, who county adminis-
trator William H. Pennell Jr. said 
will as sume their duties Decem-
ber 8 to provide emergency med-
ical services Monday through 
Fri day from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

In other emergency services 
matters, the board approved 
spending $9,890 in federal Home-
land Security grant fund ing to 
purchase and install two 10 kilo-
watt generators with automatic 
switches for emer gency power. 
The generators will provide emer-

gency power for radio signal 
repeating units to be installed in 
White Stone and Litwalton for 
fi re depart ment and rescue squad 
com munications.

Additionally, the board adopted 
a resolution thanking WRAR 
radio in Tappahan nock for pro-
viding emergency information 
broadcasts after power outages 
caused by Hur ricane Isabel.
Other action

The board approved two items 
for public hearing on December 
29.

Tax-exempt status for the 
former Oakwood Fitness Cen ter 
on Harris Road will be consid-
ered at the request of the Virginia 
Quality of Life tax-exempt cor-
poration.

An amendment to the county 
animal control ordi nance, 
requested by county animal con-
trol offi cer James H. Abbott, also 
will be con sidered. The amend-
ment would make it unlawful for 
owned animals to run at large on 
public highways.

A third public hearing, 
re garding minimum lot sizes for 
subdivision of agricultural prop-
erty, was set for the county 
planning commission meeting on 
December 18. 

Current requirements for per-
mitted uses are two acres for 
the limited use agricultural dis-
trict (A-1) unless lowered by spe-
cial exception and 33,000 square 
feet for general use (A-2) unless 
increased due to suitable use fac-
tors. 

A pro posal to change the mini-
mum lot sizes to 10 acres for A-1 
and fi ve acres for A-2 was consid-
ered last year by the su pervisors 
but not ap proved.

The commission had previ-
ously planned to consider the 
agricultural lot size changes in 
January, but the December hear-
ing was requested by su pervisor 
Conaway and ap proved 3-2. Jen-
kins and Sim mons voted against 
the expe dited hearing.

In other board action, county 
building inspector James W. 
Revere Jr. was re-appointed to 
the Regional Disabilities Ser vices 
Board.

with huge piles of sludge on their
properties, they also could face
liability beyond any required lia-
bility coverage held by the sup-
plier, she added.

“Our farmers are really be ing
taken advantage of,” Rev. Fowler
said. “They’re being asked to take
a lot of risk.”
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