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‘Santa Anna’ prepares letters
for publication and deliv ery

“Santa Anna” 
Ticer sorts through 
a stack of Santa 
letters. “Every year 
I fi nd a favorite, 
usually it’s just the 
sweetness of the 
letter,” said Santa 
Anna. It’s espe-
cially sweet when 
they ask for some-
thing for someone 
else, or say don’t 
forget my little 
sister or brother. 
And they always 
re member their 
pets.”

William Redmond asks for a washing machine for his mom, a 
CD player and a ride in Santa’s sleigh.

By Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
“Are you friends with Santa?” asked Meghan Frere as I 

col lected the lists of Christmas wishes from a group of third 
graders at Lancaster Primary School.

“No,” I responded. “But I have a direct connection in the 
form of a 5’2” elf named “Santa Anna” Ticer who makes sure 
the Rappahannock Record 
is de livered to the North 
Pole.”

Santa Anna has been 
the go-between for chil-
dren of the Northern Neck 
and Santa Claus for some 
14 years. 

The Rappahannock 
Record’s typesetter, Santa 
Anna has set some 4,200 
letters, averaging about 
300 letters per year. 

The stack of letters I 
delivered to the Record 
offi ce last week straight 
from Joan Gravatt’s 
third-grade class 
requested some of the sea-
son’s hottest toys—Bratz 
dolls, Barbie dolls, Res-
cue Heroes, Beyblades—
among a few other wishes 
for a ride on Santa’s 
sleigh and a new wash ing 
machine for mom. 

“I like it better when 
the kids write them,” said 
Santa Anna. “Every year 
I find a favorite, usually 
it’s just the sweetness of 
the letter. It’s especially 
sweet when they ask for 
some thing for someone 
else, or say don’t forget 
my little sister or brother. 
And they always 

re member their pets.”
It takes about two and a half days of continuous typing 

for Santa Anna to set the letters that appear in the Christmas 
greetings section each Decem ber. 

Usually the fi rst letter arrives at the newspaper offi ce the 
day after Thanksgiving and a hun dred or more arrive just 

before deadline time several 
weeks later.

“Every now and then we’ll 
get a few in just after the 
dead line and I try my best to 
get them in too,” said Santa 
Anna. “It’s so important to 
them to get it in.”

She claims she’s never lost 
a letter.

“I hate to say it and 
I should n’t say it or it’ll 
happen, just watch,” said 
Santa Anna. “I don’t think 
I’ve ever lost a let ter, but 
now with the age of faxes 
and computers and email, 
that’s more of a possibility.”

With just fi ve hours left 
be fore the deadline, Santa 
Anna sorted through about 50 
letters piled high in a box on 
her desk. Some were scrib-
bled in red ink and others 
included drawings of pres-
ents, reindeer and the St. 
Nick himself. 

She slid her glasses down 
on her nose. 

“Some of these are hard 
to read,” Santa Anna said. 
“One year, there was this one 
particu lar toy that everyone 
wanted and I couldn’t read it. 
So I got a Toys ‘R Us cata-
log, and boy that helped with 
all of the let ters. Now that I 

have grandchil dren I can recognize more of the toys.”
However, one of this year’s hottest toys, the Beyblade (a 

fancy spinning top), had her stumped.
“I didn’t know what that thing was,” said Santa Anna. 
She does have a pet peeve—letters that air family secrets.
“The thing I dislike is when the family is having problems, 

because all families do, and the kids include that in the letter, 
then I just have to exclude it.”

Hardly any of the letters men tion Jesus anymore, she 
added. 

“They used to. They’d say things like remember it’s 
Je sus’s birthday.”

“What they never forget, though, is to tell Santa where 
they’ll be on Christmas eve, if they’ll be at a grandparents’ 
house or aunt’s or uncle’s,” added Santa Anna. “They also 
never forget to ask for some thing for their grandparents.”

And after all the typing is done, and Santa Anna settles 
down for a long winter’s nap, she’s defi nitely not dreaming 
of sweets.

“When I’m fi nished typing all those letters, I don’t even 
want to see any milk and cook ies. I feel like I’m stuffed.”

Patrick McAdoo writes his Santa letter.

To Santa
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‘Twas the night before
Christmas & all through the

house. . . not a creature was moving

Well, maybe just a little moving!

Season’s Greetings To All

804-435-6683
573 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

moveu@kaballero.com

Crawford
Moving & Storage, Inc.

Tt the Holiday Season, our thoughts
turn gratefully to those who have made
our progress possible.
ghank you and our warmest wishes for
this Christmas Season!
Velebrating in 2004 our 20th year!

Jamie, Billy, Will & Whitney
J.B.’s Hair Care &

Virginia Farm Bureau Ins., Services

Have A Musical
Christmas

804-435-6400 • Chesapeake Drive • White Stone

for Musical
Equipment

& AccessoriesShop . . .
House ofHouse ofHouse ofHouse ofHouse of

Brenna Lounsbury and Santa had a good conversation about 
the Christmas season at the White Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment fi rehouse.

Dear Santa,
Hi! My name is Luke Dooley 

and I am 10 months old. This is 
my fi rst Christmas and since I am 
only 10 months old I have not 
had time to be bad yet. I would 
like to have some toys, books, 
Leapfrog toys and some Virginia 
Tech stuff so I can be like my dad. 
Mom says if you bring any toys  
that make noise don’t forget the 
earplugs for her. Also, could 
you send some Elves to help 
Mom and Dad paint our house. 
Don’t forget all my family and 
friends, es pecially Gamma and 
Gandaddy and Big Daddy and 
Nana. They’ve been very good, 
at least to me. I live way back 
off the road in Balls Neck so 
you may need some help getting 
here. Just look for all the hunt-
ers. Thank you Santa for what-
ever you bring me.

Love,  Luke Dooley

Dear Santa,
My name is Deja and I am 

8 years old. I think I’ve been 
pretty good this year. For Christ-
mas I would like a Play Station 
2, a stereo with a CD player, a 
McFlurry maker, a cotton candy 
maker, a couple of dolls, and 
some inserts for my Leapfrog. 
Please don’t for get my sisters. 
Kayla would like some Bratz 
dolls, Kyra would like some 
Barbie dolls and Kiah wants some 
Power Rangers. Then there is my 
two brothers. Damier would like 
some toys and I think Mahlek 
would like some Spiderman toys. 
My cousins Terrell, Brittany, 
DeJon, John Jr. and Jonté deserve 
some toys too. Don’t leave out 
my Mom and Dad and two new 
cousins. I hope you fi nd my new 
house in White Stone.

Love, Deja
White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
I have been a very good boy 

this year. I turned four years old 
in May and attend Fun Learning 
Pre-school. I would like to have 
a new bike, Hot Wheel Tracks, 
Rescue Heroes and Transformers 
Go-Bots.

Please bring me the Rockem 
Sockem game so me and my 
cousin Sam can fi ght without 
getting in trouble. Also bring 
something special for my cousins 
Miranda and Emily. I would also 
like you to bring a surprise for 
my Mom, Dad, Grandmas and 
Granddad, they take good care 
of me and I love them a lot. 
Please bring my dog Hershey a 
new chew toy so he will leave 
my new toys alone. 

I have added a few new pets 
since last Christmas so please 
bring something for my Turtle 
(Jack Hammer) my fi sh (Rescue 
Hero and Tom) and my cats 
(Fluffy, Midnight, Bob and 
Blinky).

Love,
Billy Williamson
Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
It’s me, Joseph Henry George. 

I am  now 31/2 years old and I 
really have tried to be good since 
the last time we talked. But Santa, 
that was a year ago and I do like 
to get into some things. But you 
already know that. Mommy says 
you are watch ing me all the time 
to see if I am being good or bad. 
I just hope you are watching me 
real close on my good days.

This year for Christmas there 
are so many things I want but 
daddy says you don’t have room 
on that sleigh so I’ve narrowed 
my list down for you. I would 
like a race car bed to sleep in, 
some new coloring books and 
whatever else you might want to 
leave for me. I would like you 
to leave something for my sister 
Ashley and my brother Denny. 
They will be by to see me and 
I’ll be sure to give it to them. 
And please make sure you go by 
my cousin Skylar’s house. It’s 
not too far from mine and she is 
expecting you.

Please don’t forget my grandma 
and granddad, my nanny and 
pops and all my other family and 
friends. I would like them to get 
some thing really special because 
they are so special to  me.

I’ll be leaving you some good-
ies on the table and some carrots 
by the door for Rudolph and all 
the others. So take a break and 
sit back before you have to go 
again.

Love,
Joseph Henry George

White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Cardell Ward Jr. 

and I am 10 years old. I asked 
my two sisters Dashia Ward, 8 
years old, Yolazya Ward, 5 years 
old, and my lit tle brother Cedrick 
Ward, who is 2 years old, and 
asked them what did they want 
for Christmas and they had a lot 
of things they wanted me to tell 
you about. Since I am the oldest 
and can write it how I want to 
so I say bring my sis ters a Snow-
cone maker, McFlurry Maker and 
some Barbie stuff they can share. 
They are good at doing that. My 

little brother who likes to destroy 
things needs a Power Wheel. That 
way he can de stroy outside and 
not inside. Oh, I almost forgot, 
they need some clothes and shoes 
too.

Ok Santa, lets talk about me 
now. I have been very good, 
not that my sisters and brothers 
haven’t been, but anyway I would 
like a BB gun with a scope, a 
dirt bike, a CD player with some 
CDs, a PS2 and games to go 
with it, some clothes and some 
shoes. Please don’t forget my 
Mom Yolanda and Teejay and 
my Dad Cardell and Tina. Thank 
you.

The Ward Kids
Lancaster, Va.

Dear Santa Claus:
Hi Santa! My name is Jhamari 

Kelley and I am 7 years old. I am 
in the second grade at Cople Ele-
mentary School in Hague and my 
teacher says I have been a good 
boy this year. Even my Mom and 
Dad, Carole and Johnnie agree.

This year for Christmas I would 
like a Play Station 2 game system 
and some games, WWF wrestling 
ring, wrestling fi gurines, Cat in 
the Hat toys, books and board 
games. Please bring special gifts 
to my parents, all my grand-
parents and great-grand parents, 
my big brother Johnnie and my 
cousin Jovani.

Love always,
Jhamari Kelley

P.S. I will leave milk and cook-
ies for you and popcorn for your 
reindeer.

Dear Santa,
Hi! My name is Xavier but 

everybody calls me Zay and I am 
2 years old. How are you doing? 
How is Mrs. Claus? 

I was just writing to let you 
know what I wanted for Christ-
mas. I want a Leap Frog learning 
book, trucks, a Little  Tike’s bike 
and some clothes. I will leave 
some milk and cookies for you 
but you better hurry up and get to 
my house because if my Grandpa 
gets up before you get there then 
there will not be any cookies and 
milk left for you to have. 

Also please don’t forget my 
little sister Lizzy (her real name is 
Elizabeth) and she would like any 
toy that she can look at because 
she is only 4 months old and also 
some clothes. Also, please don’t 
forget Mommy and Daddy and 
all of my other family. Thank you 
Santa.

Xavier Andrew Sutton
2 years old

Dear Santa,
My name is Elijah Derrick 

Palmer. I am 2 years old and live 
in Lynchburg with my parents, 
Deborah and Derrick Palmer. 
However, I will be spending 
Christmas in Lancaster with my 
grandpar ents, Ella and Bennie 
Burrell and Skinny and Gail 
Palmer.

I have been very good this year 
and for Christmas I would like 

a Leap Frog, See-N-Learn com-
puter, basketball, remote control 
monster truck and some clothes. 
Also, please bring something spe-
cial to my aunt Whitney Palmer. 
Thank you Santa and my God 
bless you.

Your little boy,
Elijah Palmer

Lynchburg, Va

.Dear Santa,
My name is Karas and I am 

almost 3 years old this year. 
I’ve been a pretty good boy 
too. Would you please bring 
me a train set like Thomas the 
Tank, a new game book for 
my Leap Pad and a new com-
puter game that  I can play. I 
would also like some Dr. Suess 
books, more clothes, and any-
thing that has to do with Spi-
derman because I think I am 
Spiderman. Oh, and I need a 
chair like my Grandaddy’s. I 
know you will be very good 
to me and please be good to 
my teachers and friends at the 
YMCA preschool.

I will leave you some cook-
ies and “nook” and treats for the 
reindeer at my house and don’t 
forget my new cousin, Jacob 
in Florida and all my family 
in Virginia and North Carolina. 
They have been pretty good 
too. See you soon!

Love,
Karas Smith

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hi! This is Rarel Baldigi. I 

want a kitty bowl and kitty food 
for Meow-Meow. A doggy bowl 
for Sammy. A Lady bowl for 
Lady. A ball for Nina.

I want a doctor thing and a 
motorcycle and a momma lit tle 
patient doll baby. I want Barbie 
things. I want some thing for 
my Momma and Shawnee and 
a golf thing for my Dadda. I 
want something for my Nana 
and Me-Me. A new phone for 
Pop and car stuff for Papa. And 
I want something for Ra-Ra and 
Cheryl and Mawa.

I love Rudolph.
Bye, me see you Christma

Rachel Valdrighi, 3 years old
Weems, Va.

(as told to her mother)

Dear Santa,
I’m Shawn. I would like a 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle 
Lair, a Batboat and Batcopter, 
a Hangman game, Ants in Your 
Pants game, and some other 
surprises. And do not forget 
Dad, Mom, Me-Me, Rachel, 
Pop, Papa, Nana, Charles, Rain, 
Meow-Meow and Nina, Lady 
and Sam, and Ra-Ra, Cheryl and 
Madison.

Love, Shawn Valdrighi
7 years old,
Weems, Va.

P.S. How is Rudolph doing?
P.S.S. Are the elves fi ne?

Dear Santa,
Hello! My name is Joey Char-

land,  I am 6 years old and in 
the fi rst grade. I am do ing very 
good in school. I  have tried very 
hard to be a good boy. This year 
I have asked my Mommy if I 
could sleep downstairs so I can 
hear you say HO!HO!HO!

I would like for you to bring me 
the Game Boy Advance SP with 
some games, Yu-Gi-Oh action 
fi gures and cards. I would like 
Beyblades, the BeyStadium, and 
a few movies...Kangaroo Jack, 
Nemo and  The Bionicle Movie. 
I would also like a few games, 
especially the Extreme Snow-
board Game.

Please leave something nice 
for Mommy and Daddy. Also 
remember my Grandmom and 
Pop Pop Chris, my Nana and my 
Pop Pop Joe and Miss Virginia. 
Don’t forget my great grandma 
Elizabeth.

Joey Charland
Newport News, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is James-Michael 

Bryant and I am 5 years old (well, 
almost 6, as I tell ev eryone who 
asks me how old I am). It has 
been a very tough job to be good 
this past year, but Mom and Dad 
say that I’ve worked so hard at 
it and have done really well. I 
haven’t asked for a lot of things, 
but what I want is big. I would 
like a real 4-wheeler that you 
don’t have to charge up, a Game-
boy Advance SP, a McDonald’s 
playset, BeyBlades with stadium, 
and any surprises that you think I 
may like.

Make sure you don’t forget my 
brother, Braiden. He is still a little 
new to all of this, but is really 
enjoying the or naments and lights 
on Mom’s tree (he thinks they 
look better off the tree). I love 
him very much so could you 
make sure you bring him some 
new toys so he’ll leave mine 
alone. Be good to all of my 
family, friends, relatives, teach-
ers and classmates.

Please bring something spe-
cial for my Mom and Dad. They 
deserve some good stuff too. I’ll 
try hard to stay a good boy and 
we’ll leave you and your reindeer 
some milk, cookies and apples 
by the tree. I hope you and the 
Mrs. have a Merry Christmas 
and that God blesses everyone 
ev erywhere!

Love,
James-Michael Bryant

White Stone, Va.

Dear Ho Ho,
My name is Braiden Kent and 

I have just turned 1 year old this 
year. I’m still a little unsure of all 
this Christmas stuff, but the lights 
sure are pretty and Mom’s tree 
is nice (if only she’d let me do 
my own decorating). Here are a 
few things I really seem to en joy 
right now. I would like any of 
the Fisher Price “Little People” 
stuff, anything that has to do with 
The Wiggles, a Power Wheels 
Jeep for a little boy my age, 
and anything you bring for my 
big brother, James-Michael. He 
has great toys! Be especially 
good to him because I love him 
sooo much! Also, be good to my 
Mommy and Daddy. I’m good 
most of the time, but I some times 
give them a  hard time. I’m the 
mischievous one! Please be good 
to all the rest of my family, rela-
tives, friends, and Miss Beth and 
her family.

James-Michael and I will leave 
you and your reindeer a little 
snack near the tree to hold  you 
over until you get back to the 
North Pole. Hey Ho-Ho, what 
about some of that snowy stuff 
that my brother talks about? I’ll 
see you again next year with an 
even bigger wish list I’m sure. I’ll 
try harder to be a good boy. Hope 
you and Mrs. Ho-Ho have a won-
derful Christmas and that God 
blesses everyone everywhere!

Love,
Braiden Kent

White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Taylor Marie Webb 

and I live in White Stone. I am 
4 years old this year. Mom said 
I can’t get ev erything I ask for 
which is ev erything that comes 
on the TV. Here are a few things 
I’d like to have. I would like the 
Pretty Ponies Castle and Cotton 
Candy Café along with a few new 
ponies that I don’t have yet. I 
would like Pumba from the Lion 
King movie, Chou Chou Baby 
and stroller, Care Bear Castle, 
Trixter, and the Elefun game. 
Being in school and being a big 
girl now I would like to have 
a Leap Pad and some books to 
go along with it. I’d also like 
the Barbie Pet Shop and lots of 
clothes.

My big sis Megan is the best 
sister in the world, please bring 
her something as special as she 
is.

Hugs and Kisses,
Taylor Marie  Webb

White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hi! My name is Dylan Cole 

Rose and I am 51/2 years old. I am 
really looking forward to Christ-
mas, as always. I have really tried 
to be a good boy this year. My 
mom says for the most part I am 
one of the best boys there are so 
she thinks I deserve some goodies.

Well Santa, I really, really want 
a Play Station 2 this year. I prom-
ise I will take good care of my 
games. I also would like a new 
bike, be cause now that I have 
learned to ride without training 
wheels my old bike seems just a 
little too small. Please bring me 
a new helmet if you could Aside 
from t hat you know how much 
I love my trans formers so any of 
those will be great.

Please send out lots of Christ-
mas love to my mommy and 
daddy, my gram, pop pop, 
gramps, mee mee and my cous-
ins, aunts and uncles. Please bring 
Tyson a big bone because he has 
been a  good playmate this year. 
And don’t forget to being some-
thing good for all my friends.  
Thanks Santa, you’re the best!

Love,
Dylan Rose

White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
I hope you and Mrs. Claus are 

doing well. Are the rein deer and 
elves doing ok? I hope they are.

I have been a good girl, but you
already know that. For Christmas
I would like my family  to have
a good time on Christmas Eve. I
would like baby doll clothes and
shoes for Samantha or anything
else you have to give me.

Please take some toys to chil-
dren who don’t have very many. 

You and your reindeer have a
safe trip on Christmas Eve.

I love you Santa. Kirstin,7,
White Stone

Dear Santa.
I am almost 3 years old and

have been very good this year. I
would love a new stroller for my
baby doll, a cassette player and
some “Dora the Explorer” and
“The Wiggles” toys. Don’t forget
to bring me some big girl under-
wear since I now use the potty.
Please bring my sister Lyndsey
and brother Bradley something
special too. My Daddy and
Mommy have been really good
this year, they deserve something
special too. And of course, don’t
forget Granny, Papa Dewey, Nana
and Papa.

Love,
Sydney Hudson

White Stone

Dear Santa,
I am 15 months old and have

been very good this year. I would
like a baby doll, a stroller and
some musical toys. Please don’t
forget my sister Sydney and
brother Bradley,  they have also
been good this year. My Daddy
and Mommy take really good
care of me, so please bring  them
something special. Also, don’t
forget Nana, Papa, Granny and
Papa Dewey.

Love,
Lyndsey Hudson
White Stone, Va.
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Peace on Earth
From His birth comes hope for a kind and gentle
world. Together in faith we can make it happen.

CURRIE FUNERAL HOME
Kilmarnock, Virginia

Tune up for a great
holiday! We’re glad to

express our appreciation
for your business and

support.

JOY TO
THE WORLD

HARVEY’S
AUTO PARTS

Rt. 360, Heathsville • 580-5900

Deandre Wade and Santa Claus share a smile during Breakfast 
with Santa at the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department fi re-
house.

Dear Santa,
Hi! My name is Kennon. I am a 

little boy only 18 months old so, 
like you,  I am a pretty busy 
guy. Mommy and daddy say I’ve 
been really good this year. For 
Christmas, I would like some cars 
and trucks, a tractor, and some 
Wiggle stuff. I love to sing and 
dance so some music or an instru-
ment would be nice too.

Please don’t forget my baby 
brother, Karson. Also don’t forget 
Ra-Ra and The Big Guy, Nana 
Pokey and Pop-Pop Will and my 
auntie Leah and cousin Noah.

I’ll be sure to have Mommy 
and Daddy leave you a plate of 
goodies.

Lots of love,
Kennon Roop

Oak Grove, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Karson and I am 

only 3  months old. Since this 
is my very fi rst Christmas, I will 
fi rst ask that you add my name to 
your list.

I would like a mirror for my 
crib so I can see that cute lit tle 
smile everyone tells me about. I 
would also like a rat tle and some 
snuggle pajamas.

Please don’t forget my big 
brother Kennon—he’s a pretty 
good little guy! Also, please don’t 
forget my Ra-Ra and the Big 
Guy, Nana Pokey and Pop-Pop 
Will, and  Auntie Lele and cousin 
Noah (I think Noah would like a 
baby like me for Christmas).

Love, 
Karson Roop

Oak Grove, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Madison Hinton. I 

will be one of your new stops this 
year. My Mom and Dad say that 
I have been a good little girl. 
This year my Christmas list is 
pretty simple. I would like a high 
chair, some clothes, and maybe a 
few toys. Don’t forget my doggy 
Chipper. He wants a bone. When 
you come to town please remem-
ber to visit Na-Na and Pa-Pa 
Hinton, Grandma and Grandpa 
Mayers, and all of my cousins 
(Jacob, Eric, Ashley, Kathryn, 
Sophia, Haley, Samantha, Rachel 
and Shawn). Also mommy says 
she wants a treadmill and see 
what you can do about bringing 
my Daddy’s Wahoos a victory in 
the Continental Tire Bowl.

Love,
Madison Hinton

4 months old
Glen Allen, Va.

Dear Santa,
I have been a pretty good boy 

this year. Please bring me some 
dinosaurs. I like the meat eaters 
the best (T-Rex is my very favor-
ite!). I also re ally like Bey Blades. 
I want the remote controlled ones 
so mommie and I can play them 
together. GI Joes are also re ally 
cool and I want the big jeep that 
they can all ride in.

If you have more room in your 
bag I want a remote con trolled 
car and plane. That would be 
really cool.

I promise to leave you some 
cookies and milk, and a rein deer 
snack. I don’t have a chimney but 
mom told me that you will still 
fi nd us. I love you Santa.

Trey Gibson

Dear Santa,
Hi! My name is Eli and I am 

5 months old. This is my fi rst 
Christmas and I’m not too sure 
what all the fuss is about.

Mommy and daddy said  that I 
have been a very good baby and 
that I should at least get a couple 
of toys. All I re ally want though 
is some new clothes, all mine 
seem to be getting too small.  Hey 
Santa, can you do me a favor? 
Don’t forget about my big brother 
EJ and my friend Lex. I love you 
Santa.

Eli Draleau
White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
It’s me Lex. Even though it’s 

my fi rst Christmas I’m pretty sure 
I am on your list. I have been a 
good boy so far     this  year, but 
I’m glad Christmas is fi nally here 
be cause I’m really starting to get 
into things.

I only want a few things this 
Christmas. I would like to have 
a DVD Player, Cat in The Hat 
DVD, Jack in the Box, and a baby 
Leap Pad Learning Center. If you 
can think of anything else a baby 
my age would like, maybe some 
clothes, that would be nice.

Please bring my Mom, Dad 
and Uncle Mark something nice 
too and have a safe trip.

Love you Santa,
Jonathan Lexington Casseday

8 months old
Irvington, Va.

Dear Ho Ho,
It’s me EJ Draleau and this 

Christmas will only be your 
second  time seeing me. I’m 
really excited this year and can’t 
wait to see what you bring from 
the North Pole for me. I have a 
couple sugges tions, anything to 
do with Elmo, some clothes, a 

Suzuki Power Wheels, and some 
big boy underwear because my 
Mommy says its about that time.

I also have a couple of peo ple 
for you to remember, my girl 
Madison, my friends Lex and 
Danielle, my uncles Alex and 
Spencer and Mommy and 
Daddy.

I will leave you and your rein-
deer some cookies and milk if 
Daddy doesn’t eat them fi rst.

Love always, Little EJ
17 months old

White Stone

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy this 

year. I would like a John Deere 
Tractor and a toy fi re truck. 
Can you bring my dad new 
work boots and my mom some 
fl owers. I will leave you some 
doughnuts on the counter.

Love, Jayson Gill
3 years old

Dear Santa,
I have been good so can you 

please bring me a new dump 
truck and a new bow tie. Santa, 
please don’t forget to bring sissy 
something.

Love, Trevor Smith
4 years old

Dear Santa,
I love you. Can you bring me 

a Cinderella toy and a Barbie. 
Can you bring mommy and 
daddy some presents too. I am 
going to leave you some milk 
by the Christmas tree.

Love, Giovanni Davenport
3 years old

Dear Santa,
I have been good I think. 

I would like a Thomas Choo-
Choo train, and I really want 
a horse for my back yard. Can 
you bring daddy a new shaver 
and mommy a new cushion for 
her bed. My dog O.G. would 
like some dog treats. I will leave 
some doughnuts and milk for 
you.

Love, Chase Osborne
3 years old

Dear Santa,
I would like a baby doll 

with a bottle, a Barbie and a 
bicycle. Santa, can you bring my 
mommy a bicycle too, daddy 
some tools and don’t forget to 
bring presents for Brittany and 
James.

Love, Kelsi Ashburn
3 years old

Dear Santa,
Can you bring me some books, 

puzzles, a Barbie car and some 
Barbies. Santa can you bring 
my mommy a neck lace and my 
daddy a surprise. I will leave you 
some milk and cookies.

Love, Camryn Pittman
3 years old

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl this 

year. I would like some Barbies, 
Barbie clothes, a toy giraffe and 
some stickers. Can you bring 
mommy some ear rings and my 
daddy some tools. And don’t 
forget to bring L.B. and Kay-
leigh some toys too. I love you!

Love, Emilie Webster
3 years old

Dear Santa,
I would like a tractor, some 

puzzles and some play tools. 
Can you bring my brother Trevor 
a race car, my mommy and 
daddy some presents. Santa 
don’t forget to bring Nanny 
some earrings.

Love, Patrick Jackson
3 years old

Dear Santa,
How are  you doing? I have 

been a good boy this year. Can 
you bring me a pirate ship, blocks 
and a big Ninja Turtle. Don’t 
forget to bring mommy, daddy 
and Jacob some presents too.

Love, Adam Perry
3 years old

Dear Santa,
Can you please bring me a 

tractor, Play Dough, a truck and 
a race track. Don’t forget to bring 
mommy and daddy a new truck.

Love, Haydon Davenport
3 years old

Dear Santa,
I would like a Gameboy game, 

train set, movies and a DVD play 
with a screen so I can watch 
movies in my car. Can you bring 
mommy some fl owers, daddy 
some new tools and Seth some 
toys too. Santa don’t forget about 
Uncle Ben. Can you bring him a 
drum set. I will leave you milk 
and cookies.

Love, Grayson Hughes
5 years old

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl. Can 

you bring me a scooter, a doll 
and some new clothes. Can you 
bring my sister Evy a scooter 
too and a bone for my dog Skip-
per. Santa, I will leave you some 
milk and cookies and some car-
rots for the reindeer.

Love, Danielle Shirilla
4 years old

Dear Santa,
I would like some Barbies, 

clothes for my Barbies and a 
computer. Can you bring my 
mommy and daddy some gifts 
too.

Love, Skylar Vanlandingham
4 years old

Dear Santa,
I would like the E.T. movie, 

games for my gameboy and 
some games for my Playstation 
too. Can you bring mommy and 
daddy a baby. I would like it to 
be a sister. Santa, I will leave 
some milk and cookies for you.

Love, Wyatt Kemp
4 years old

Dear Santa,
I would like a Peter Pan toy, 

Sleeping Beauty doll and some 
more dolls. My mommy would 
like a new dog with spots, my 
daddy wants some candy. Can 
you also bring my sister Nancy-
Jane a doll and John-Liam needs 
some toys. I will leave you some 
dough nuts by the tree.

Love, Erin-Darby McClain
3 years old

Dear Santa,
I would like a toy truck, Hot 

Wheel cars, a new go-cart and 
some books. Can you bring 
mommy and daddy a new bed. 
And don’t forget to bring 
Mathew a go-cart and Savannah 
wants toys. Santa, I will leave 
you some cookies on the break-
fast bar.

Love, Brian Harris
4 years old

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl this 

year. I would like a doll, movies 
and some books. Santa, don’t 
forget to bring my mommy, 
daddy and sister Carolyn some 
presents too.

Love, Annie Gardner
3 years old

Dear Santa,
I would like a doll, some puz-

zles and some more toys. Can 
you bring Nana some ear rings. 
Santa I will leave cook ies and 
milk for you.

Love, Gwen Whichard
2 years old

Mrs. Watson’s kindergarten
class at Lancaster Primary School

Dear Santa,
My kindergarten class has been very good 

this  year so please try to bring them some-
thing nice for Christmas. Everyone has a spe-
cial request to put at the top of their list.

Kaezin Ball would like a motorcycle with 
remote con trol.

Tyler Barksdale would like a monster truck 
with remote control.

Lane Brocklebank would like a go-cart.
Brandon Davis would like a four-wheeler.
Darrian Doggett would like a dirt bike.
Mary Kathryn Hall would like a guitar.
Marco Logan would like a Playstation.
Ariana Marsh would like a drum.
Essence Noel would like a big Barbie play-

house.

Shyheim Noel would like a Playstation 2.
Matthew Pittman would like Ninja Turtles.
Nicole Saunders would like a harmonica.
Evelyn Shirilla would like a scooter.
Brandy Smith would like a pink motorcy-

cle.
Caleb Smith would like a Bike Trick game 

for Playstation 2.
Deamonte Sutton would like a dirt bike with 

a blue seat and one wheel in front and one in 
back.

Dakota Walker would like a monster truck 
with remote control.

I hope you and Rudolph have a good fl ight 
this Christmas Eve.

Mrs. Watson
Lancaster Primary School

Bethel Preschool Santa Letters

Dear Santa,
I have REALLY tried to be a 

good boy this year, espe cially in 
kindergarten, and my mom and 
dad and teachers say they are 
very proud of me. This year, I 
would like a Donnatello Ninja 
Turtle ac tion fi gure, and a pirate 
toy and a Batmobile toy. I also 
wish you would bring a Golden 
Retriever puppy to keep my dog 
Kaheega com pany while I’m at 
school, but if you can’t, could 
you tell my dad where he can 
fi nd one? Bring something nice 
for my sisters Lillian and Caro-
line, and don’t forget my Christ-
church School “brothers.” I will 
leave some cookies and coffee 
for you. Merry Christmas!

Love, 
Hank Selby

To My Dear Santa,
Hi! Say hi to your elves, too. Is 

it snowing up there at the North 
Pole? Why does it snow?

My behavior has been good.  
We all make mistakes some-
times.

For Christmas I would like 
Rescue Heroes Rescue Mission 
Command Center, Power Rang-
ers Command Center, Imaginext 
Pirate Ship and some other Imag-
inext people.

Please drop off some toys at 
Grandpa’s house, Travis’ house, 
Pop Pop’s house and don’t forget 
my house.

Mommy and I will leave cook-
ies and milk on the coffee table. 
Mae Mae will probably be asleep 
and Monkey might sniff you. 
That’s okay. Please keep me on 
the nice list. I love you Santa.

Dear Santa,
I am doing good in karate 

class! How are you doing? How 
are your elves doing? And your 
workshop? And reindeer? I want 
a singing puppy and a new bike 
with a basket and pink tassles, 
a pair of pink sparkle jeans and 
a karate bag and some choco late 
coins in my stocking. Thank you 
and have a nice trip!

Love,
 Emily Haydon

5 years old
White Stone, Va.

Love, Luke Jennings
4 years old

Reedville, Va.
P.S. Remember all my bud dies 

at Kingdom Kids, too.
P.S.S. I’ve been singing Christ-

mas songs since Thanksgiving. 
Have ya heard me?

Dear Santa,
My  name is Shannon Baker and 

since I’m only 3 years old, Mommy 
and Daddy are help ing write to you. 
My sister Becca, is even younger. 
She is only one year old. We have 
both tried hard to be good this year. 
I am trying very hard to be a good 
sharer, especially with my sister. It’s 
not always easy.

This Christmas please try to bring 
me a toy train, a Nemo plush toy, 
the Nemo movie, a Super Green 
Bouncy Ball, and a new fl ip book 
for my Leap Pad. My sister wants 
me to let you know that she would 
like Mega Bloks building blocks, 
books (we love to read), and bath 
toys.

We are going to leave a box of 
our toys under the tree for you to 
take for any boys or girls who may 
not be as blessed as we are this 
holiday season. I have been going 
through my toys and choosing one 
per day.

Please enjoy the cookies and milk 
we made especially for you. There 
will be special magic reindeer food 
on the lawn and carrots for the rein-
deer team.

God bless and don’t forget to talk 
to Jesus.

Love,
Shannon and Rebecca Baker

Wicomico Church, Va.

Dear Santa,
I’ve been trying to be good this 

year but sometimes it’s really hard 
to do. This year I’m in the second 
grade and I am 7 years old. I really 
would like some Beyblades and 

a Beyblade Battle Stadium, Yu-
Gi-Oh trading cards, and a Yu-
Gi-Oh Battle Game and some
Yu-Gi-Oh monsters. I also would
like a race track and anything
else that you think I would like.

My big brother Ryan wants a
metal detector, a micro scope and
a telescope. You can bring him
some Beyblades too so we can
battle.

Please bring something re ally
special for my mom and some-
thing really nice for my dad and
if you can please bring us some
stuff for our new camper.

Don’t forget my Nana in
Kilmarnock and my Nana and
Pop-Pop Ken in Virginia Beach.

Love, J. Matthew Joyner
White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good this year. I want

Mommy’s Little Patient, Care
Alot Castle, Sweet Sounds  Doll
House, Silly Soccer, CurlyQ, and
a new bike. I also want a stuffed
cat and dog please. I love Care
Bears! I have a dog named Baby
and a cat named K.T., could
you please bring them something
nice. I promise to leave you some
cookies and milk. Do reindeer
like carrots? I hope so.

Thank you,
Kayme Elbourn,

3 years old
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Wishing you a season filled with celebrations
that far exceed your expectations.

The River Doctor
John R. Lacey, MD

Internal Medicine/Family Practice

Joanie Lacey, RN, CMT
Echota Massage Therapy

There will be NO Bingo Fri., Dec. 26 or Fri.,
Jan. 2, 2004, we’ll see you January 9, 2004!

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer
Fire Department

Michael B. Callis
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, Virginia

804-462-7631

Happy Holidays
to our friends. Your business

is deeply appreciated.

Santa Claus tries to calm a 
frightened Hailey Banes.

Dear Santa,
I have been SUPER good this 

year. For Christmas please bring 
me Hulk fi sts, a green power 
ranger, and a GoBot. Mom told 
me that you might not be able to 
bring me EVERYTHING on my 
list (cause the list is very long), 
so I said that’s ok. I just like the 
Hulk fi sts, a green Power Ranger 
and a GoBot.

If it is okay, please bring my 
mom a pink Power Ranger, my 
dad a saddle, my Memaw a Cat-
In-The-Hat car, my papa Butch 
an Elf hat, my Nana a set of ear-
muffs (so she won’t have to hear 
the jabberjaws), my papa Bill 
a radio to listen to his music 
wif, grandpa Ed a stuffed friend 
just like my Varmit, grandma 
Judy and grandpa Vinny a lot 
of choco late chip cookies, my 
Auntie Chele and Uncle Robert 
a Scooby Doo blanket, Auntie 
Wanda a purple Power Ranger, 
Aunt Becky and Uncle Bubbie 
some DVD movies, my cousins 
Ranzy and Brian a picture for 
their new home, my cousin 
Dennis a blue car, my cousin 
Matt a blue Power Ranger bike, 
my cousin Jessie a pink Power 
Ranger jeep, my cousin Andrea a 
purple duck that wiggles, quacks 
and sings, my cousin Amanda 
a blue Monster’s Inc. coat, my 
cousin Elyssa a Power Puff girl 
Hopety Hop, and my cousin 
Leanne a Barbie hairbow.

If I forgot anybody, please 
leave their presents at my house 
and I will give it to them. If 
you still have room, please don’t 
forget the Hulk fi sts, a green 
Power Ranger and a GoBot.

Love, Marty Bristow
41/2 years old
Deltaville, Va.

Dear Santa,
I would like some cars and 

trucks, a train, and a car I can sit 
on and ride. I’ve been good and 
I will try not to bother my sister 
Lynn. She loves frogs. Could you 
please bring her something with 
frogs on it?

Thank you,
Joseph Sheppard

2 years old

Dear Santa,
This Christmas I want a pogo 

stick, a unicorn, Lite Brite Cube, 
Singing Simba, a camera, any-
thing that is Care Bear, and a new 
bike. I love to draw and write so 
could you bring me some things 
I can make pretty pictures with? 
Could you bring my sis ter Kayme 
and I new Christmas bears to 
put under the tree, with the other 
from the years before?

Thank you,
Renee Foster

7 years old

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I 

would like a remote control shark 
and a gummy lizard. I would also 
like a stuffed toy kangaroo and 
9 little puppies in a big basket. 
I would also like a guitar. Please 
don’t for get my brother. He has 
been a good boy this year.

Love, 
Mary Kathryn Haydon

5 years old

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy this 

year. Please bring me some cars 
and trucks, a play farm set, and 
some books. Please don’t forget 
my big sister, she has been a 
good girl, and is doing so well in 

kindergarten. We will be sure to 
leave you a snack.

Love, 
Mathew Alexander Haydon

17 months old

Dear Santa,
My name is DeLaney Headley. 

I want everyone to have a Merry 
Christmas.

Thank you and Merry Christ-
mas.

DeLaney Headley
P.S. Could I have a Barbie of 

Swan Lake.

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl this 

year. For Christmas this year I 
would like a few little things: the 
Bratz “Chloe” doll, Shannon and 
Scooch, and Fib Finder. I will 
leave you cook ies and milk.

Abigail Clark
9 years old

Weems, Va.

Hi Santa,
It’s your boy DeTaye Key-

shawn Wilson and I am 2 years 
old. I haven’t been a very good 
boy this year but my mommy 
and daddy think I still deserve 
some toys. So I would like for 
you to bring me the H2Hummer 
remote control truck and a desk, 
some learn ing toys even though 
I already know everything, a toy 
chest for my toys, some  DVDs 
and clothes and shoes and any-
thing else you may think I need. 
So make sure that you stop by 
my granny’s and papas house 
and don’t forget every body that I 
didn’t name.

DeTaye Keyshawn Wilson
Burgess, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Sophie Headley. I 

love you so much. Could I have 
some candy canes, and a Fire 
truck with a helmet.

Thank you and fl y safe.
Sophie Headley

Dear Santa,
My name is  Alexander Kenner 

Baughan. I am 5 years old and I 
live in Village, Virginia. I am in 
kindergarten and I love school. I 
have been really good this year. 
Please bring me some little Ninja 
Turtles and some little green 
and silver and gold cars. I like 
to collect little things. I would 
like a yellow remote con trolled 
Hummer and a yellow Beetle 
Bug. I would also like for you 
to bring my snowmen, Mack and 
Lee some winter clothes, toys, 
pillows, sheets, quilts, and bunk 
beds like mine. You can also 
bring me some surprises if you 
want.

Please bring my baby cousin, 
Annsley Elizabeth Pugh a Barbie 
Jeep. She’s kind of bad but maybe 
you could overlook that this year 
since she’s only 2 years old. 
Beside that if she doesn’t get any-
thing she’ll try to take my toys 
away. She likes to snatch things 
out of my hands, hit me and yell 
“Mine.” But, I love her and kind 
of like her any way since she’s 
my cousin. Please bring my big 
brothers, Andy and Aaron, and 
my big sister, Amber, some pres-
ents too.

I guess that’s all for now. I will 
leave some cookies and milk and 
some carrots for your reindeer. 
Don’t tell my mom but it’s okay 
to bring the rein deer in the house 
if you want. I love you!

Love, Alex

Dear Santa,
My name is Annsley Elizabeth 

Pugh, I am 2 years old and live in 
Village, Virginia. I am not trying 
very hard to be good because I 
am so cute I know that I will get 
lots of treats. I would really like 
a Barbie Jeep to ride. My sister 
Jessie would like a new car, but 
she hasn’t been very good either. 
Please bring my cousins Alex 
and Tanner some neat surprises. 
Don’t forget my buddies at Miss 
Faith’s house. I promise we will 
all try to behave better next year.

Love, Annsley

Dear Santa,
Hi, it’s Rachel Whitney Tomlin 

from Wicomico Church.  In case 
you didn’t remember I am 91/2 
years old now and in the 4th grade 
at Northumberland Elementary 
School. I really like school and 
my teachers are great. I am also 
in choir and Mrs. Barnes is really 
neat. 

For Christmas this year I would 
like a new bike, a mi croscope, 
telescope, clothes and a new 
backpack, and if there is any-
thing else that you think I might 
like that would be great too. Also 
Santa, don’t forget my Mom and 
Dad, grandma and my cousins. I 
will leave all the usual good ies 
and maybe something spe cial for 
you this year. See ya’ soon.

Love,
Rachel W. Tomlin

Dear Santa,
Hi, my name is Samiya Reed. I 

hope that you are do ing fi ne. 
I am 6 years old and live in 
Kilmarnock. I have been a good 
girl at home and at school. For 
Christmas I would like to have a 
Barbie crimp-n-curl doll head, a 
My  Scene doll head, a talking 
Care Bear, a Bratz doll, Straw-
berry Shortcake, a DVD player, 
some clothes and Kim Possible 
boots.

When you stop in Kilmarnock 
please bring my Mommy Gwen 
and Pop Pop Irvin something nice. 
When you go to Morattico, leave 
something good for my Grandma 

Darlene. Please leave some-
thing good in White Stone 
for my Godmommy Robin, 
Kevin and Darnell. Please do 
not forget Aunt Shawn, my 
cousin Ronaysha and my new 
baby cousin Daunte in Newport 
News. Ronaysha would like a 
DVD player and please bring 
Daunte a teddy bear. Santa, 
also leave something nice for 
Mrs. Gordon, all my friends 
in my class, and all the other 
good boys and girls every-
where. Merry Christmas.

XOXOXOXO
Samiya Reed

Kilmarnock, Va.
P.S. I will leave some milk 

and cookies for you.

Dear Santa,
I was scared of you but 

I’m not scared anymore. I talk 
about you everyday and I like 
how you say Ho-Ho-Ho!

This year I would like you 
to pack some toys and tractors 
in your big sack. Also any thing 
Blues Clues. I have been an 
“angel boy” this year.

I like your reindeer and your 
jingle bells. My Mommy and 
Daddy and I will leave you 
some cookies and milk and a 
special treat for the reindeer, 
too. Thank you Santa!

Love, Chas Faulkner
2 years old

Wicomico Church, Va.

Dear Ho Ho,
Hello and Merry Christmas. 

I’m a whole 2 years old this 
year, so I’ve grown up alot 
since last year. There is not 
much I want this year since 
mommy and daddy love me so 
much. They say I already own 
the house. A few new little 
toys would be nice. Especially 
the ones that make funny, loud 
noises over and over and over 
again. Daddy says those are 
his favorites. If it’s possible, 
mommy says she would like 
“to sleep in one weekend.” I’m 
not sure what that is, but I 
think she would like one. Maw 
Maw, Poppa Joe and Granny 
should have something special 
for Christmas, but I’ll do my 
best to take care of that. Well 
I have to go now. I promise 
I will be a good little girl...at 
least for two more weeks.

God bless you and all the 
other children.

Riley Brooke Molineaux
Irvington

Dear Santa,
My name is Christopher 

James Cunningham, and I am 
almost 11/2 years old. Is it okay 
if I still ask for presents even 
though I cried when I sat on 
your lap?

For Christmas I would really 
like some toys. Toys that make 
sounds are a lot of fun. If 
you run out of those, I like 
things I can drag around with 
me. I would also like to have 
some toys to play with out side, 
maybe a basketball or a foot-
ball.

We will be sure to leave 
out milk and cookies for you. 
Thank you, Santa.

Love,
Christopher James Cunning-

Dear Santa,
My name is William Clarke. I 

am almost 5 years old. I live in 
White Stone, Virginia.

I would like to have a Wheeled 
Feller Buncher, Skidder, a Bob 
Cat with hitches, Track Excava-
tor, Flat Bed Trailer with a Wheel 
Loader and Back Hoe, job site 
Cement Mixer and a R.C. Dump 
Truck.

Thank you, 
William Clarke

Dear Santa,
My name is Rachel Clarke; I 

am 2 years old. I live in White 
Stone, Virginia.

Please bring Rattles and a 
Teddy Bear for my baby brother 
Harris. He is only 8 weeks. old.

I would like a doll house, 
Barbie Jeep and a new baby doll.

Please remember my cousins 
Mackenzie and Zachary in 
Poquoson, Alyssa, Timothy and 
Noah in White Stone and Kilmar-
nock.

Thank you,
Rachel Clarke

Dear Santa,
My name is Briana McKen-

zie. I am only 14 months old but 
my mom says I am a very good 
girl. For Christmas I would like 
a Hokie Pokie Elmo, some new 
books, and anything that plays  
music. I love music. Maybe a 
new baby doll too. Don’t for get 
my sister Samantha and brother 
Brandon. They are the best sister 
and brother in the world. I will 
leave you some cookies and milk 
by the tree.

Your little angel,
Briana Mckenzie Siddall

Kilmarnock, Va.
P.S. Don’t forget my cousins 

they have been very good too.

Dear Santa,
Hi, my name is Alexis Lynn 

Pacheco. I am 21/2 years old. My 
mommie says that I have been 
such a good girl. There is not 
much that I want for Christmas. 
Most important I want my popa 
to return home safely and all the 
other sol diers. I want a purple 
Care Bear. I think purple is my 
fa vorite color, but I’m not for sure 
yet. I would also like a kitchen 
set like they have at my music 
school. Oh, a Leap Pad with lots 
of books would be great. I love to 
read.

Last but not least can you bring 
my two buba’s some presents 
also. Jesse is 9 and Erik is 7. They 
have all A’s and B’s in school. We 
are very proud of them. I think 
that I have the best big broth ers 
in the world. I think that is it 
Santa. I will leave you a snack 
and the reindeer some carrots. I 
hope you like it. Have a safe trip. 
I love you Santa!

Love, Alexis Lynn Pacheco
Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Jasmyn Tomlin 

and I am 4 years old. Santa, I’ve 
tried to be good this year but you 
know it’s kind of hard sometimes. 
Well, for Christmas I would like 
to have a Leap Pad computer, 
Finding Nemo tape, doll babies, 
Don’t Break the Ice game, Tick 
Tac Toe game, a hand held game, 
computer, Talking Kitty, McDon-
ald’s playset, jacket, clothes, 
boots and anything else you think 
a girl my age would like. Don’t 
forget my granny Barbara, granny 
Hazel and Pop-Pop Curtis. Please 
leave them something really nice 
under their tree. And please don’t 
forget mommy and daddy. Leave 
them some thing nice also. I will 

leave you some milk and a spe-
cial treat under the tree for you
and the reindeer.

Love you Santa,
Jasmyn Tomlin

Ottoman, Va.

Dear Santa,
This year I have been pretty

good. I would like to have a
DVD player for my parents’ car
so I can watch movies on that
long trip to visit my MomMom
and PapPaps. I would also like
some movies and new game boy
games. I would also like a train
set and some board games. Santa,
please don’t forget my parents,
my baby brother, grandparents,
aunts, and uncles. Especially my
Uncle  Ben in the Persian Gulf.
Thanks Santa.

Grayson C. Hughes
5 years old

P.S. Cookies and milk will be
waiting

 
Dear Santa,

My family says that I have
been a very good baby. I would
like to have some toys that  a little
guy like me can play with. Santa,
please don’t forget my big bubby
Grayson. He has been a great big
brother, he plays with me of ten
and always helps Mommy and
Daddy. I would ask you for my
two front teeth, but I just got
them! Thanks Santa,

Seth N. Hughes
4 months old
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Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year
from Everyone

at

THE RIVER MARKET

Thanks for all your support!
Rt. 3, White Stone, Va. • 435-1725

Toll Free 1-888-273-7019
Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.

Lunch & Dinners to go !

It’s Christmas-trimming

time, and we’re sure

this season will be

a cut above the rest!

Best wishes, and . . .

Jasmyn Tomlin, 4,  doesn’t want to forget a thing on her Christ-
mas wish list.

Letters to Santa from
Yesteryear in Lancaster

(A nostalgic reprint from the December 8 and 15, 1911, 
is sues of the Virginia Citizen.)

My Dear Santa,
I am a little boy 7 years old and have been such a good child 

that I think I deserve a big treat for Christmas, but will not 
ask too much of you. I want only a nice wagon and a nice lot 
of candy. Be sure and stop at my house. My stocking will be 
hanging by the chim ney.

Your little boy,
Tommy Christopher

Hardings, Va.
Dear Santa,
I am a little boy 6 years old and I think I am real good. I 

have to tease sometimes, but will be real good until Christmas. 
I want you to bring me some fi re crackers that you light and 
throw up and go “bow!” If you don’t think that is enough you 
might bring a great big bag of candy. I will go to bed early.

Your little boy,
Washington Christopher

Hardings, Va.
Dear Santa,
I am a little boy 9 years old. Please bring me a book and a 

train of cars, a pair of gloves, a baseball, a 22 bullet rifl e, a 
knife, mouth organ and lots of good things to eat. 

Your little friend,
Wendell Humphreys

Ocran, Va.
Dear Santa Claus,
I am a little girl 7 years old Christmas day. I want you to 

come to see me Christmas and bring me a little piano, a big 
doll, and a ring, some candy, apples, nuts, etc. I will be a good 
girl and will go to bed early.

Your little girl,
Lina Croxton
Irvington, Va.

Dear Santa Claus,
This is my fi rst letter to you as I am a very small boy. Please 

come to see me Christmas and bring me a hobby-horse, a pair 
of shoes No. 3, a bouncing ball, and anything else you want to 
bring. Please bring some candy, apples and oranges.

Your little boy,
Willard Croxton Burke

Irvington, Va.
Dear Santa Claus,
I am a little girl three years old. Please come to see me 

Christmas and bring me a doll that goes to sleep, a doll go-
cart, a little piano and any thing else you choose to bring. 
Please bring me some candy, nuts, apples, and other good 
things. I will be a good girl until then.

Your little girl,
Julia Leah Burke

Irvington, Va.
My Dear Old Santy,
I will send you a little letter saying I want you to bring me 

a little gun and one little wagon with a man on it and some 
candy, oranges and ba nanas and I have two little brothers. 
Please don’t forget them and also don’t forget my tree, and I 
will be a good little boy.

 I am yours truly,
Hubbard Harcum

Moran, Va.
Dear Santa Clause,
I am a little girl 9 years old. I hope you will not forget me 

when Christmas comes. Now I will tell you what I want. I 
want you to please bring me a nice big doll baby, and some-
thing nice to eat. I have two brothers, both younger than 
myself. Weston says he wants you to please bring him an air-
rifl e and Bernard says he wants you to bring him a sleigh. I 
hope you will bring us all something nice. I hope you will get 
to see us all. Please bring mama and papa something too.

Your little friend,
Hilda C. Conley

Whealton, Va.
Dear Santa,
I am a little boy 11 years old and I don’t want much, only 

one pound of shot and some fi re works and candy and a mouth 
organ.

Leon R. Christopher
Wicomico Church, Va.

(Transcribed by volunteers of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library.)

Dear Santa,
Thank you for bringing pre-

sents. I would like a walk man, 
and just surprises.

Love, McAyla Beatley
8 years old

Lancaster, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Noel and I am 2 

years old.
This is my third Christmas and 

I’m beginning to under stand the 
many joys of the season. I was 
hoping that you might set aside 
a few toys and books that you 
think I might enjoy. I really love 
tractors and I also enjoy being 
read to and looking at books.

Please also remember my 
mama and papa, my grandma, 
grandpa and Nanny Byrd. My 
uncles Gene and Ronnie could 
probably use some tractor parts, 
and my aunts would re ally appre-
ciate some snow days.

Don’t forget my cousins, my 
teachers at pre-school and all my 
little friends. I will be sure to 
leave cookies and milk for you 
and some goodies for your rein-
deer.

Love, your little boy
Noel Stock

Richmond, Va.

Dear Santa,
I am a busy 3 year old boy. I 

try to be good. I just can’t wait 
until you come to see me. The 
house is all decorated and ready 
for  you. This year I’m hoping 
for Thomas the Train and new 
Scooby Doo movies. Please don’t 
forget my brother. He has been 
very good too. He’s hoping for 
PS 2 games like Whiplash and 
Return of The King and he likes 
DVD’s like 2 Fast 2 Furious and 
The Matrix. Mom and Dad have 
been good too, so don’t forget 

them and my dogs Skittles and 
Shadow and my cats Ring’r and 
Lean’r (and be good to my bud-
dies Sharky and Draino too!).

Love, you,
Danny Hinson

White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hi! We are Monie and Moya. 

We wanted to write you this wish 
list for Christmas. I’m Monie 
and I want a CD player system 
with remote control. I also want 
anything that is Scooby Doo 
because he’s my favorite char-
acter, clothes size 10-12 (shirts), 
the new Jordans would be nice 
and see if you can spare a pair 
of black and white Timberlands, 
I wear a    size 4, $10, and lastly a 
mon key, yes a monkey, a real one 
that’s trained  and friendly, if not 
I’ll settle for a puppy. That’s all 
for  me. Now its Moya’s turn.

I’m Moya and just get me my 
own Laptop computer by Dell, 
the one with the mail in rebate, 
a lot of board games, clothes, s 
hoes, plus a pet rab bit or guinea 
pig, that’s all I want.

And Santa, bless all people, 
our teachers at LMS, our granny, 
DaQuan, Chyra, Summer, Elijah 
and Eliyah, B.J., Tavia, Chynita, 
Tyesha, Doogie, Nickee and most 
of all Mom and Daddy.

Love, Sisters United,
Samone Ball, 11 years old
Samoya Ball, 9 years old

Lancaster Shores, Va.

Dear Santa,
My  name is Amber Elizabeth 

Davis and I am 4 years old. 
I’ve tried to be a good girl, but 
I always seem to get into mis-
chief like putting on too much 
makeup and leaving the lipstick 
and makeup laying around, or 
try ing to help mommy clean and 
just make stuff a bigger  mess. 
But this year for Christmas I want 
a bike, some Barbies, a baby 
stroller, a Barbie talking play-
house, some books and games, 
some Barbie videos and some 
nice clothes. But  most of all I 
would like to have a real horse 
for Christmas like my older sister 
Brittany Rose had. You might 
have seen her on her horse in the 
newspaper. The horse’s name is 
Roxie and she is a championship 
pony.

Please remember my mommy, 
daddy, sissy, grandma and 
grandpa, mimi and granddad, 
Dale, grandma Linda and Jerry, 
Casey and don’t forget Jessica 
and Midnight and Roxie.

I will leave some cookies and 
milk for you and some ap ples and 
carrots for the rein deer.

Until next year I remain your 
little girl, Amber. Love you 
always.

Amber Davis
Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hi! How are you? Busy I 

bet. My name is Quincy Darius 
Waddy. I am 4 years old. I started 
Pre-K this year so I now know 
a little bit more about Christmas 
and your job. I’ve been a pretty 
good boy this year (so I’m told) 
and I just wanted to let you know 
a few of my wants. I love the 
Power Rangers. I own them all, 
but I need the vehicles. I need 
a new bike, Sponge Bob puzzles 
and some Playstation games, like 
Scooby-Doo or Finding Nemo. 
My mom says I need the Leap 
Pad to help with school. Please 
look out for my mom. She works 
very hard and makes sure my 
brother and I are provided with 
the daily es sentials. She’s a good 
mom. My older brother, Ryan 
would like some CDs and a new 
CD player and some clothes. My 
teachers, Ms. McGrath and Mrs. 
Rice could use some thing spe-
cial. I must not forget my guard-
ian angel, Ms. Doris Tyler. She’s 
the best. Treat her good. I hope 
you have a safe trip and enjoy 
your good ies. Much love from 
your little buy, Quincy. Thanks 
Santa.

Quincy D. Waddy
White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like to 

have Legos and a Game Boy SP 
and a boom box and a Spiderman 
game to go with the game boy 
and the masc of lite. I have been 
good and a surprise toy.

From Graham 
8 years old

White Stone

Dear Santa,
I would like a BeyBlade and a 

G.I. Joe. Please try to bring my 

ferret a toy and my dog Rusty 
a toy and Patches my cat. I will 
leave some milk and cookies and 
carrots for your reindeer. I like all 
the toys you make. Merry Christ-
mas.

Trey Fisher
7 years old

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
 Hi Santa, it’s me Lane 

Brocklebank. I have been a good 
boy this year. I got a new big 
bedroom and a new baby sister. 
Life is great! Mom is very proud 
of me. She says I am the biggest 
help to her and Olivia. Dad’s 
proud of me be cause I am doing 
karate and good in school. I 
would like to have this year for 
Christmas a go cart, remote con-
trol dirt bike, piano, drums, guitar 
and a football, also a kick bag to 
practice my karate. Santa, I love 
you and please bring all the chil-
dren something won derful.

Love, Lane Brocklebank
almost 6  years old

White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
 Hello Santa. My name 

is Olivia. I am 2 months old. 
My brother Lane is so excited 
about you coming to our house. 
He has told me every thing I need 
to know about Christmas. To be 
honest Santa, I am getting excited 
too! He told you all I need is dia-
pers and wipes but I really like 
those musical toys. I love music. 
Have a safe trip.

Love, 
Olivia McLane Brocklebank

Dear Santa,
I have been a really great boy 

this year! I am really try ing hard 
to listen so for Christmas this 
year, I would like a dirt bike, bike 
horn and helmet. I would really 
like the rescue hero TV game and 
a table game set too. I would like 
a gum ball machine and I always 
like surprises. I love you very 
much!

Love, 
Beau Humphreys

Richmond, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is William and I am 

almost 4 months old. I am a very 
good boy! I even sleep through 
the night now. Please bring me 
an exersaucer for Christmas. I 
would like books and something 
cuddly too. I like surprises too. I 
love you!

William Humphreys
Richmond, Va.

Dear Santa.
I’m a little girl 41/2 years old 

and am learning to write. I wanted 
to write you my letter myself but 
Momma said I was writing so big 
it would take the whole newspa-
per to print it, so I let her type it 
for me.

I have been as good as a lit tle 
41/2 year old can be. Momma has 
told me I’m not really bad, just 
head strong or contrary some-
times. I really do love you, 
Santa.

For Christmas this year I would 
like a new bike, the Bee game, 
Ants In The Pants game and some 
new clothes. And maybe any-
thing you can fi nd that has to do 
with music. I love music!

Please remember all the other 
boys and girls on Christmas Eve, 
all my family and the soldiers 
overseas, es pecially our pastor, 
Eddie Barnett in Iraq.

Santa, in case you get hun gry, 
I’ll leave some white Oreo cook-
ies on the counter.

Love, your girl
Harley J. Haydon
Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
I can’t wait for you to come. 

I have looked through all the 
magazines and been shopping a 
lot to help complete my list. I 
would like a Barbie Grand Hotel, 
a Strawberry Shortcake doll and 
some fun games. I re ally have 
tried to be a good girl this year. 
I’ll leave some milk and cookies 
for the rein deer.

Caroline Coulson Murray
21/2 years old
Irvington, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Amaya and I am 

2 years old. I have been a very 
good girl this year. For Christmas 
I would like a Dora the Explorer 
Doll, Dora’s friend Boots, and a 
doll baby stroller.

Love, Amaya Smith
Merry Point

Dear Santa,
My name is Brandon and I am 

4 years old. I have been good 
most of the time. For Christmas 
I would like a Hot Wheels Race 
Track, Incredible Hulk Hands, 
and a big bike. One more thing, 
don’t come down the chimney 
because Boobie has wood burn-
ing in the fi replace. I don’t want 
you to get hurt.

Love, Brandon Smith
Merry Point

Dear Santa,
My name is Marquis and I 

am 6 years old. I have been 
nice almost all of the time. For 
Christmas I would like a bike, a 
Transformer, Power Ranger Ninja 
Storm Action fi gures, some Play-
station games and some DVD’s. 
I hope this isn’t too much.

Love, Marquis Smith
Merry Point

P.S. Don’t forget what my 
brother Brandon told you about 
the fi replace.

Dear Santa,
My name is McKenzie Hatha-

way. I’ve been pretty good this 
year, for a 2 year old. All I want 
this year is pink socks and a pink 
kitty-cat. My Ya-Ya says she is 
getting me the pink cat, so all 
you have to get is my pink socks. 
Well, maybe you can bring me 
some toys too. Oh, and some new 
clothes. I just love new clothes. 
Please re member all my family 
and friends. They are all very 
spe cial to me. I love you Santa.

Love, McKenzie Hathaway
Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
I am 8 years old and think I’ve 

been a good boy this year. I want 
a dirt bike, a computer, Pokemon 
trading cards, toys and make it 
snow on Christmas Day.

Love, Bradley Hudson
Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is RyJae Smith and 

I am 9 years old. For Christmas 
this year I would like a bike, 
games for my PS2, a DVD player, 
clothes and shoes. Please don’t 
forget my cousins, Marco Logan 
and Eternity Noel as they have 
been good little children this year. 
And always remember my Nana 
and Momma. Cookies and milk 
will be on the table for you.

RyJaeh Smith
White Stone, Va.

P.S. Stop by Nuttsville and visit 
my big brother LaTrel Smith also.

Dear Santa,
My name is Tiara Rich and

for Christmas I would like a CD
Player, a bike, a doll baby, clothes
and shoes. Please bring Miss Bar-
bara something nice this year and
don’t forget my Dad, he’s been
good too.

Tiara Rich
White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Grant Long, I live

in Weems, Virginia and I am 5
years old. I have been a very
good boy this year, I think. This
year I would like for Christmas
a Ninja Turtle Lair, the Game-
boy Advance SP, Max Steel with
a Four Wheeler, Army set with a
tank, and bulls-eye ball game.

I don’t expect to get all these
things; you just pick out what
you think I will like the most.

Love, Grant Long
Taylors Creek

Dear Santa,
I am 2 years old and have been

a good little boy. I would like
toys and big tractors for Christ-
mas, please. Also I would like a
Stanley tape.

Thank you, Santa
David Ryan Hall

Weems, Va.
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The Doctors and Staff
 at the

Northern Neck Eye Center
wish all of our

valued patients and friends
 a very

Merry Christmas
and a

Prosperous New Year !

OFFICE SUPPLY
of

NORTHERN NECK
33. N. Main Street

Kilmarnock

Our Holiday Hours

We hope you have a great Holiday!!

December 11th & 12th - 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
December 18th & 19th - 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

December 24th - 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
December 25th & 26th - We will be closed

Annie & Kristen

Lee Anne Kellum, 2, shared her Christmas wishes with Santa 
Claus last week at the Breakfast with Santa held by the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department.

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want a com-

puter, a four wheeler, a dirt bike, 
an X box, a Game cube, a P.S., a 
Nintendo, and a basketball goal, 
if you can bring all of it.

I want to be on your good 
list, not your naughty list. I like 
waking up on Christmas day and 
opening all the pre sents.

Love,
Keonte Owens

Dear Santa,
I like it when you bring toys  

to each child, mother and fa ther. 
Can you get me a Brittney Spears 
Barbie? I would like it for a 
model. I would like a  movie 
of the Power Puff Girls before 
Christmas. Can you get the dogs 
something too? I will leave you 
milk and cookies. Thank you for 
my toys. Oh, you can get me 
or my teacher Mrs. Gravett any-
thing else.

Your friend,
Jacqueline Sandate

Dear Santa,
I have been good all this year. 

I would like a C.D. player, a 
Mario golf game and a motor-
cycle. We would like a washing 
machine for my mom so she can 
do the laun drey at home.

May I ride on your sleigh for 
Christmas?

Your friend,
William Redmond

Dear Santa,
I would like a Go-Cart with 

two seats and Play Station games 
Finding Nemo and Medal of 
Honor. I would like a Volk-
swagon I saw in a magazine for 
Christmas. I want a remote con-
trolled air plane.

Your friend,
Ashby Lewis

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want a tat too 

maker, a Cotton Candy Maker, 
Ice Maker and McFlurry maker. 
Can you please give my cat 
Sandy a toy ball? Can you give 
me a camera that you can take 
videos with and you can see it 

on the TV. That is all I want. 
Can you please get me all that 
stuff?

Love,
Janay Mickles

Dear Santa,
I would like a Game Boy 

Advance for Christmas. I would 
like the game Hot Wheels High-
way 35 for the Game Boy 
Advance. I would like to have a  
Game Boy and some games for 
the Game Boy. But most of all 
I would like a brand new P.S.2. 
Thanks!

Sincerely,
Alex Webster

Dear Santa,
I would like it if you would 

give me a C.D. for my C.D. 
player. One year you said “P.S. 
You dad snores.” It was funny. 
I like it when I wake up and I 
open every present. It is great. 
All my family comes down. We 
will give you cook ies and milk.

Your friend,
Nell Carter

Dear Santa,
How are you doing in the 

North Pole. I hope the rein deer 
are doing good. The thing I want 
for Christmas is a tele scope. I 
also want a punching bag. The 
thing I want most is a remote 
controlled car. I hope I’m on 
your good list.

Sincerely,
Griffi n Clark

Dear Santa,
How are you doing at the 

North Pole. I want a Game Cube 
and a Playstation  2, football 
game, Madden NFL 2001. I want 
PC games for my computer, Mid-
night Club 2 Grand Theft Auto, 
and an X Box with games. Also 
I would like a Game Boy color 
with games, a DVD player, and 
Hot Wheels way. That’s all I 
want. I will leave you milk and 
cookies. I want all of this.

Your friend,
Kwanza Moody

Dear Santa,

I want a Bay Blade for Christ-
mas, a DVD player, and a Play-
station 2. I’ve been good this 
year. I want to be on your good 
list.

Sincerely,
Ryan Smith

Dear Santa,
How are you this Christmas? 

Is Rudolph well enough to pull 
the sleigh? I would really like 
lots of books this Christmas. My 
dad and mom need lots of warm 
clothes to go to Canada this 
January. I would love to get a 
light bright cube. I hope you feel 
well.

Love,
Meghan Frere

Dear Santa,
For Christmas may I have a 

piano please? I want the Sims  
Deluxe Edition. I want two Bratz 
dolls and a DVD movie named 
Finding Nemo. May I have the 
series of “Magic Tree House” 
books and may I have a laptop 
computer. May I have a video 
camera.

Your friend, 
Bridgette Stump

Dear Santa,
I hope you won’t get sick 

because I want to get my pre-
sent on December 25th. Santa, 
is  Christmas on Thursday or 
Friday? Santa, I would like a 
bike, Game Boy Color, two 
games and a drums et.

Your friend,
Donald Cottrell

Dear Santa,
I want a tape recorder, a crash 

team racing Game Boy, a crash 
bash Game Boy and a Crash 
Bandacoot  Game Boy.

Bryan Barnett

Dear Santa,
How are you doing at the 

North Pole, Santa? I hope you 
are not sick. I want a remote 
controlled BayBlade and a Game 
Cube. I hope you get my present. 
I have been good this year.

Patrick McAdoo

Mrs. Gravatt’s third-grade class
at Lancaster Primary School

Dear Santa,
My name is Marco Logan Jr. 

and I’m 5 years old this year. For 
Christmas I would like a Playsta-
tion 2, some games, a bike, drum 
set, clothes and shoes. Please 
don’t forget my baby sister Eter-
nity. She loves to chew on my 
cars but I think a doll baby would 
be better for her.

Please don’t forget my mommy, 
daddy, Nani, Pop and RyJaeh. 
There will be milk and cookies 
waiting for you on the kitchen 
table.

Love, Marco
White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Eternity Noel but 

you can call me E. I am 11 months 
old. For Christmas this year I 
would like a lot of toys, clothes 
and shoes. Please don’t forget 
about my big brother Marco He 
has been a good boy this year 
helping mommy take care of me. 
My cousin  RyJaeh de serves the 
best toys this Christmas. Also, 
don’t forget my mommy and 
Troy.

Love, Eternity 
White Stone, Va.

Hi Santa,
My name is Keisha Monae 

Mitchell and I am 31/2 years 
old. My parents are Kelvin and 
Annette Mitchell of Kilmarnock. 

Santa, I will try to be a good 
little girl. Here is my Christmas 
list. I want a pray ing doll baby, 
Barbie doll, Lion King, Hockey 
Pockey Elma, Dora the Explorer 
Bingo set, a kids computer, 
clothes and shoes.

Love, Keisha Mitchell
Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa.
I am 6 years old and live in 

Weems. I would like a German 
Shepherd puppy, a Kelly doll, 
a remote control dog, and some 
hoop earrings. I have a new puppy 
named Harley. Please bring him 
some toys because he has been 
awfully good. My dad would like 
a real Harley and my Mom wants 
something shiny from Burke’s. 
If you think of anything else for 
me please bring that too. Please 
don’t forget my Memaw, Nana, 
Pop-Pop and aunt Donnie. I love 
you.

Shelby Katherine Townes
Weems, Va.

P.S. I will be in Pennsylvania 
for Christmas this year with my 
cousins Jake and Meghan. Please 
put my toys with theirs. Thank 
you Santa.

Dear Santa,
My name is Brandon and I am 

2 years old. I’ve tried hard to 
be good this year. I would like 

a bike. I’ve been asking for it 
for a long time now. I also want 
a new basketball goal to put in 
my room. My mom and dad say 
some games would help me learn 
to count and some new outfi ts 
would be nice. Please bring my 
brothers and sister, and the rest of 
my family something nice. I will 
leave some milk and cookies for 
you. Merry Christmas!

Brandon Keith Ross
Lively, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Madison and I am 

21/2 years old. I live in Williams-
burg but my Nana lives in Nutts-
ville. I saw you in Richmond but 
I was afraid to sit in your lap. 

Please bring me a “puter” 
(computer), doll baby, videos and 

clothes. Please bring toys to my 
cousin, Denai. We are both good 
girls.

Love, Madison Courtney
Williamsburg, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Jackson Gage 

Hogge and I am 14 months old. 
This is my very fi rst letter to you 
and I am so excited for Christmas 
this year. Moma and Daddy say 
that I have been a very good boy 
too. 

I would like to have a Zig-
a-Zag Play tent with tunnels 
be cause I love to crawl under and 
around things and run and hide. 
I want a wagon so that Moma 
and Daddy can pull me around 
the yard and down the lane. Last, 
I would like to have an Activity 
Gym set. I love to swing and go 
down the slide and this would 
be perfect for inside my house 
and out side when it gets warm. 
Small things I would like are 
some boots so I can ride my 
4-wheeler outside, some puz zles, 
books, Bear and the Big Blue 
House movies and Elmo movies. 
I love to sing and dance with 
them.

Please don’t forget Moma and 
Daddy. They said they don’t want 
anything for Christmas because I 
am their special gift but I know 
you can think of something good 
for them. Don’t forget my cousin 

and best buddy Trace Alexander 
Pittman too. My Uncle Jason and 
Aunt Ashley say he has been 
a good boy and we love to 
play together! Also, don’t forget 
my grand parents and aunts and 
uncles in Richmond and Lan-
caster. They have been very good 
to me this year so please be good 
to them.

Thank you so much Santa. 
Moma, Daddy and I will leave 
you some cookies and milk and 
carrots and water for the reindeer. 
I love you!

Jackson Gage Hogge
Richmond, Va.

Dear Santa,
I have tried very hard this year 

to be a good little boy. I am 5 years 
old now and it’s getting harder 
every day! For Christmas this 
year I would like a Power Wheels 
Ninja Four Wheeler, some Cat-
erpillar construction toys, some 
John Deere construction toys, a 
land to sea transformer, a chain 
saw with goggles, hard hat and 
gloves, and a re mote controlled jet 
ski. Mom says I also need some 
new pa jamas (Tonka) because I 
am getting taller and my old ones 
look like highwaters. If you see 
some movies you think I might 
like, that would be a nice gift 
too. Daddy would like some fi sh-
ing things so he can catch some 
nice rockfi sh. Again, all my sister 
Megan would like is clothes. I 
still don’t understand this because 
she has enough already. We will 
be spending Christmas at our 
beach house in Nags Head so I 
am enclosing a map so you can 
fi nd the place. Please have a safe 
journey and I love you and Mrs. 
Claus.

Love, Caleb Pruett
Ashland, Va.

P.S. Please be nice to my 
Granny Hayden, I love her too 
much to count!

Dear Santa,
My name is Kyndall James and 

I am 6 years old.
I want a vacuum, a Nemo globe, 

some wigs, some roller skates, a 
video camera and Limbo.

My favorite reindeer are 
Rudolph and Comet.

Kyndall James
White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Hunt Pickett and 

I am 4 years old. I would like 
for you to bring me lots of sur-
prises, a Batman Batcycle with 
Batman and a McDonald’s Drive 
Thru Window. My Mommy and 
Daddy said I have been very good 
this year. Please remem ber to 
bring presents for my big sister, 
Tinslie and my dog, Jagger. 

I will leave you some cook ies 
and milk. I love you Santa!

Hunt Pickett
Lake Charles, La.

Dear Santa,
My name is George Trevor 

Johnson and I am 7 years old. I 
have tried my best to be good this 
year. For Christmas I would like 
to have lots of Sponge Bob stuff 
to redecorate my room, some 
new PS 2 games, Video Now 
and ac cessories and some new 
clothes would be nice. Please 
don’t forget to bring something 
nice for my Mom,  Dad, two little 
brothers and my Nana, Grand-
daddy E., Grandma and Grand-
dad Johnson, Papa and Grandma 
Savalina and all my family in the 
country. 

Love, Trevor Johnson
Virginia Beach, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is George Tré John-

son and I am 5 years old. I have 
calmed down a lot this year since 
I have been in school. I hope 
you are happy about that. Since 
I have tried so hard to be good 
would you bring me some Incred-
ible Hulk stuff, Video Now and 
accessories, some new wrestlers 
to add to my collec tion and some 
clothes. Please remember my 
Mom and Dad, my brothers, Papa 
and Grandma Savalina, Grandma 
and Granddad Johnson, Nana and 
Grandaddy E. and all my family 
in the country. 

I will leave some milk and 
cookies for you on the table.

Love, Tré Johnson
Virginia Beach, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is George Thomas 

Johnson and I am 2 years old. 
You have been around for a while 
so I’m sure you know how hard 
it is for me to be have at this 
age but I am do ing my best and 
my Nana thinks I am the perfect 
baby, even my Granddaddy E 
thinks I’m good. I know my big 
brothers want all that big stuff 
but my list is simple. I want a tot 
bike, a talking vacuum so I can 
leave my Mom’s alone and have 
more fun with one that talks, a 
Hummer, some other trucks to 
push around and some clothes. 
If you want to bring something 
extra that would be nice. Don’t 
forget my Grandad and Grandma 
Johnson, Nana and Grandaddy E 

and Papa and Grandma Savalina 
and all my family in the country. 
I have lots of them so I hope 
your elves aren’t too tired after 
making them something.

Love, Thomas Johnson
Virginia Beach, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Shane. I am 5 

years old. I would like a Cat In 
the Hat car, a fast monster truck 
and a remote control dirt bike. I 
would like a dirt bike suit with 
boots. I want clothes, socks, dress 
shoes and a special sweater. I will 
leave a special treat for you.

Love,
Shane H. Pittman

Lancaster, Va.
P.S. I want to be your buddy 

and I am sorry that I act bad.

Dear Santa,
My name is Micaela. I am 

8 years old. I want a hamster, 
a Playstation II, a DVD player 
and DVD’s. I would like clothes, 
shoes, socks and CD’s. I will 
leave a snack for you.

Love,
Micaela R. Pittman

Lancaster, Va.

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! This is my

second Christmas. I would like
to have a new baby doll and
baby stroller. Do you think you
could fi nd one for me? Could you
please bring me a new Magna
Doodle? I love to draw. Please
don’t forget my brother Taylor
and all my friends. I love you!

Rachel Woolard
15 months old

White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Camden Brooke

Elbourn, and I’m 17 months old
and growing fast. My Mommy
and Daddy say I have been a
good girl this year. I would like
some new clothes and toys. I
like anything with Elmo, Blues
Clues, Dora the Explorer, and
Care Bears. I also love books and
baby dolls. Please be extra good
to my Mommy and Daddy, and
please don’t forget my Maw and
Pop Pop in Weems, my Mom-
Mom in White Stone, and all
my aunts, uncles and cousins
and friends. I love them all very
much. I will leave some milk
and cookies by the tree for you,
and please have a safe trip and
Merry Christmas to  you and Mrs.
Claus.

Love, your little girl
Camden Brooke Elbourn

White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Cameron Brent.

I am 7 years old and I am in
the second grade. This year for
Christmas I would like to have a
Bratz doll and a karaoke machine.
Could you also bring my brother
Alex and me a new pair of dirt
bike gloves? I will leave you a
snack by the tree.

Love, Cameron Brent
Weems, Va.
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We extend our sincerest
appreciation to the

Kilmarnock Garden Club
for decorating the outside of the

hospital with beautiful greenery this
Holiday Season

and to
the Rappahannock Garden Club

for donating lovely floral arrangements
to our patients each month

throughout the year.

RAPPAHANNOCK HEALTH SYSTEM

The Board of Directors, Administration,
Staff, and Volunteers of

Rappahannock General Hospital

AMERICAN STANDARD
INSURANCE AGENCY

435-1677
S. Main St., Kilmarnock

Yuletide Greetings!
Hope your holiday is filled with

peace, joy and laughter.
Thanks for your valued business.

ll the Best to Our Customers!T
Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

TCH Oil Co.
Chris Mart, Inc.

Loren Moore of Kilmarnock gives Santa a big grin.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN 2003

URBANNA LUMBER CORP.
SPECIALIZING IN SERVICE

   URBANNA, VA                            RT. 3, KILMARNOCK

   758-5347      OPEN MON.-FRI. 7-5 • SAT. 8-NOON         435-0277

We will be closing at 11:00 a.m. December 24 
and will be closed December 25 & 26. 

We will reopen December 27,
and will be open December 29 and 31. 

We will be closed January 1 and open January 2.

Dear Santa,
My name is Ivory Ball. I am in 

the fi rst grade and I am 6 years 
old. I have been a very good 
girl. I would like these things for 
Christmas..a DVD player, a doll 
house, some new clothes, a coat, 
tennis shoes, board games, some 
doll babies, a new pair of slip-
pers, new pajamas, a train set, a 
school house, some new books, 
some movies and a X-Box. And 
could  you please leave some-
thing nice under the tree for my 
Mom and Dad.

Love, Ivory Ball

Dear Santa,
My name is Corey Smith Jr. 

but my friends call me C.J. I 
am almost 2 years old. My par-
ents call it the “terrible two’s” 
but I call it the “curious two’s.” 
Anyway I’d like a drum set and 
some Sponge Bob Square Pants 
Toys, I’d also like all the toy cars 
you can bring me, but you’ll have 
to leave them with my grandpar-
ents cause my mom says I have 
way too many cars at my house. 
Don’t forget my sisters Asia and 
Kenosha.

 Merry Christmas from C.J.

Hey Santa,
What’s up? How’s it going” 

This year I would like a Playsta-
tion 2, a NBA live 2004 game, 
a Ninja Turtle game, a Hummer 
(the big one), a wrestling ring, 
wrestling men, Ninja Turtles, a 
motorcycle with a man on it, a 
football game, drums, and a base-
ball game. Can you bring me 
a smaller coat because my coat 
is too fat, some boots and any-
thing else that you can think of. 
Don’t forget my big sister Koya. 
She wants a fake puppy, my little 
sister Zy wants a Barbie family, 
and my other sisters Tala and 
Tynaiza need something good. 
Any don’t forget my brothers Lil 
Tiko, and Trevon. Bring them 
some good toys too, please. 
Please don’t forget my cousins 
Joey, RaRa, CJ, Chunk, Pun, 
Elijah, Dorrien and Endy. 
Thanks.

Tyrell LeMarr Henderson
61/2 years old

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hello Santa. How are you? I’m 

ok. This year for Christmas I would 
like a Bratz girl and boy, a Bratz 
car, some jewelry, Go Go My 
Walking Pup, doll baby clothes, 
a three seat stroller, vacuum set, 
iron set, some clothes, some shoes, 
some boots and please don’t forget 
my little brother Ty (Big Daddy). 
He wants a Ninja  Turtle game for 
his Playstation 2, my little sister Zy 
(Booboo) she wants some games 
for her X-Box, my cousins Joey, 
RaRa, Chunk, CJ, Pun, Dorrien, 
Endy and Elijah need some cool 
stuff too! Please stop by and see my 
other sisters Tala and Tynaiza, and 
my brothers Lil Tiko, and Trevon. 
Thanks Santa.

Tikoya Lyric Henderson
8 years old

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I’m fi ne. 

This year for Christmas could you 
please bring me a Big baby with 
black hair, a small baby with black 
hair, a three-seat stroller, a X-Box, 
a CD player, a game for my X-Box, 
a cat, a Bratz girl and boy, a Barbie 
family and a sun hat. Please don’t 
forget about my big brother Tyrell 
(Big Daddy). He wants a Playsta-
tion 2. Please don’t forget my big 
sister Tikoya (Koya). She wants 
a Bratz car. Please pickup some 
nice toys for my sisters Yasming, 
Jade and Tamera. My cousins need 
something too and here is a lit 
of them: Joey, Raven, Chunk, CJ, 
Pun, Dorrien, Endeshia, Elijah and 
all of the others. Thanks Santa.

Love always,
Zyhkeia Amorai Bullock

5 years old
Kilmarnock, Va.

P.S. Don’t forget some clothes, 
shoes, boots and a new coat.

Dear Santa,
How are  you doing? I’m fi ne. 

This year for Christmas could you 
please bring me a Barbie car, a 
Leap Pad, some books for my Leap 
Pad, a Bratz doll, a Chow Chow 
doll, a Dr. Kit, a Playstation, some 
games for my Playstation,  Easel 
for 2, some clothes, some shoes, 
some boots and a new coat. Please 
bring my cousins, and my friends 
some toys  too. And bring me any 
other toys that you think I would 
like. Thanks.

Love, always,
 Khanija Kantese Waters

4 years old
Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
I want a gameboy with a Poke-

mon game and a drum set.
Love, DeJon

Weems, Virginia

Dear Santa,
Hello, my name is DéAvion 

Harding. I am 14 months old. 
For Christmas this year I am not 
asking for much. I want some 
clothes, shoes, a Leap Frog, bas-
ketball goal, books that my Aunt 
Nel can read to me, and a couple 
of  things that you think a good 
little boy my age should have. 
I would be very happy and 
continue to be a good boy if 
you brought my special family 
everything they want. Please 
don’t forget Mom and Dad. They 
aren’t asking for much either. 
Just bring them something spe-
cial because they deserve it. 
My grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
cousins and my babysitter would 
like a couple of special things 
too. Please don’t forget my Aunt 
CC, she does wonderful things 
for me so she needs something 
really nice. Oh, my cousin Renay 
told me to tell you she wants a 
Lincoln Navigator. I hope you 
can get it for her. For granting 
me these wishes I’ll leave some 
milk and cookies on the table for 
you.

Love, DéAvion Harding
Kilmarnock, Va.

Hi Santa,
Are you ready to bring toys to 

all the little boys and girls?
My name is Javani Robinson 

and I am 5 years old. I’m in kin-
dergarten at Lancaster Primary 
School.

For Christmas I would like to 
have an X-Box and games, Power 
Wheels (4-wheeler), Hot Wheels-
Serpent Cyclone, CD player and 
some CD’s, wrestling fi gurines, 
clothes and some surprises. Please 
bring my teacher Mrs. Gordon 
and all my classmates nice good-
ies for Christmas.

Remember all my grandmas, 
grandpops, aunts, uncles and 
cousins for Christmas. They all 
deserve something nice. Please 
leave something special for my 
Aunt Lynn in her stocking 
because she is really good to me. 
Santa, also give special goodies 
to my mommy Lorie and Daddy 
Kenneil because they love me so 
much.

Hugs and kisses,
Jovani Robinson

Lancaster, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Caleb Aaron 

Gordon. I am 6 years old. My 
sister, Hannah Leigh, is 4 years 
old. We have been pretty good 
this year. Mom and Dad said they 
think you will defi nitely be vis-
iting us this year. That’s good 
because we have a pretty big list 
this year. 

I would like to have a new 
scooter, half-pipe, X-Box with 
lots of games and new DVD’s. 
Hannah would like to have a 
Barbie motorcycle, a new doll 
house and lots of Disney Prin-
cess dolls. Please bring some-
thing special for mommy and 
daddy. Don’t forget Namaw Pat, 
Namaw Dee-Dee, Pop-Pop, Yum, 
Chris and Uncle Elzie. We will 
leave cookies and milk out for 
you. Also some carrots for your 
reindeer. Be careful Santa, we 
love you and Merry Christmas!

Love,
Caleb and Hannah Gordon

Dear Santa,
My name is Kendahl Surber 

and I will be 21/2 on Christmas 
Eve. I’ve been a very good girl 
all year. I’m getting ready to 
move into a new house with my 
mommy and daddy right before 
Christmas. We live in Lancaster 
right now but we’re moving to 
Hartfi eld. I wanted you to know 

where I will be for Christmas 
because this year I want you to 
bring me some books, some toys 
like Dora the Explorer and  The 
Wiggles, and some new clothes. 
I love you Ho Ho! Merry Christ-
mas Santa.

Love, Kendahl Rhyan Surber
Lancaster, Va.

Dear Santa,
I hope you had a wonderful 

year this year. This year Santa I 
do not have a very big Christ-
mas list. This year I have gotten 
straight A’s on my report card 
so far. All I want is the video 
game for Playstation 2, Medal of 
Honor Rising Sun, 4 wheeling 
boots, any color but white, and if 
you have enough time, can you 
please bring me a pellet rifl e with 
a trap. That is all I am asking for 
this year and I hope you have a 
very Merry Christmas.

Love, Trey Haynie
11 years old

Eastern Shore of Virginia

Dear Santa,
I hope you have a jolly Christ-

mas with lots of cookies and gal-
lons of milk! I bet you will be 
very, very tired this Christmas 
because there are lots of kids in 
this big world and they are all 
waiting for you. I will leave for 
the reindeer, especially Rudolph, 
carrots and for you I will leave 
cookies and milk. I would like 
for you to bring me for Christ-
mas a bike with 6 gears and it is 
all silver and I also want black 4 
wheeling boots, a TV and black 
roller blades and a fl ybox. I hope 
you have a Merry Christmas.

Love, Ryan Haynie
7 years old

Eastern Shore of Virginia

Dear Santa,
My name is Jordan Abbott, and 

I just turned one year old. I live 
in Wicomico Church. I’m having 
a really good time destroying 
my Mom and Dad’s home. I 
think that banging pots and pans 
together is a hoot. Mommy says 
I’m repaying my daddy for all 
those years of listening to loud 
music.

I also like to make my Grandma 
Ruby and Grandpa Hap chase 
me around Grandma’s house. She 
hugs me a lot and tells me how 
special I am. I think she is special 
too. And Grandpa Hap laughs at 
me a lot. Hap was the fi rst real 
word that I spoke. Everyone liked 
for me to say it, so now I say it 
over and over and over. I even 
have Daddy saying it when the 
phone rings (I taught him that 
trick). 

Anyway, I would like some 
really nice pots and pans to 
replace the ones that I have 
dented. Mommy and Daddy love 
to cook, but I think I have made 
it a little harder to do. Also I 
would like as many annoying 
kids movies as you can spare. I 
don’t really like TV, but mommy 
and daddy talk a lot when I play 
these movies and I like it when 
they talk! Finally, please be good 
to everyone at Bank of Lancaster 
where Daddy works. They make 
me feel very loved and special. 
When I go there everyone smiles 
and laughs and hugs me. It makes 
Daddy feel special too!

I hope you and Mrs. Claus have 
a wonderful Christmas. Thank 
you for all the joy you bring to 
little angels like me.

Jordan Abbott
Wicomico Church, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hello, my name is Bianca and I 

have two sisters Alexis and Sarah. 
I have a brother named Nicholas 
John. I am writing to let you 
know how happy we are Christ-
mas is here. We simply love this 
holiday. We bake many different 
cookies and our house gets dec-
orated very nicely. And the best 
is all our wonderful gifts but 
most of all we are all together 
laughing, eating and enjoying the 
Christmas spirit.

Yours truly,
Bianca, Sarah and Nicholas

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Whitney and I am 

2 years old. My mom and dad 
say I’ve been a good little girl 
this year. I am very busy learn-

Dear Santa,
Hello Santa. It’s Sebastian. 

How have you been? I’m do ing 
well. I fi nally made it through the 
terrible two’s! Mommy says I’ve 
been doing really good since she 
went back to work. She says my 
speech is getting a lot better.

Santa, I would like to have 
these few things for Christmas: 
a  car box (so I can put all my 
cars together), edu cational books 
and if it will fi t in your bag a 
tool table with tools. Please don’t 
forget my sisters Victoria, Tippy, 
Ally and Arieana and brothers 
Trey and Trevor. Have a safe 
fl ight. I love you. Oh, I almost 
for got, tell Mrs. Claus I love her 
too.

Love always,
Sebastian Love

3 years old
Morattico, Va.

P.S. Don’t forget all my grand-
parents and mommy and daddy.

Dear Santa,
Hello Santa. How are you? I’m 

doing good. Mommy says I have 
started going through the terrible 
two’s. If you think I’ve been good 
enough I would like to have a 
maid cart with supplies (so I can 
help mommy clean), a baby doll     
set and Strawberry Shortcake or 
Care Bears stuff.

Please don’t forget my older 
sisters Victoria, Tippy and Ally 
and my brothers too, Tray, Trevor 
and Sebastian. Have a safe fl ight. 
Give Mrs. Claus and the reindeer 
kisses from me.

All my love,
Arieana Love

2 years old
Morattico, Va.

P.S. Don’t forget all my grand-
parents and mom and dad.

Dear Santa,
My name is Sarah Amanda 

Hinson and I live at  Farnham. I 
am 2 years old. I would like for 
you to bring me for Christmas this 
year a baby doll, stroller, table 
and chairs, clothes and any toy 
dealing with Dora the Explorer. 
If you can fi nd anything else in 
your sleigh that you think I might 
enjoy, you can leave that also.

I will leave cookies and milk 
on the counter for you. I will also 
leave some carrots for the rein-
deer. I have tried to be good, but 
at times it is hard. Please don’t 
forget about leaving something 
for my dog, LaLa.

Love, Sarah Amanda Hinson
Farnham, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Chase Withers and 

I will be 20 months old this 
Christmas. My mom says I have 
been a very good boy this year. 
There’s not much that I want you 
to bring me this year, some trucks 
and tractors will do. I would also 
like some books to read. Please 
don’t forget all my friends and 
family. Make sure they all have a 
wonderful Christmas.

I will leave some cookies and 
milk by the tree for you.

Love, Chase Withers
Burgess, Va.
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We’ve got a lot to celebrate
including your valued patronage.
Our best holiday wishes to you.

Hang-Ups & Gallery
114 School St., Kilmarnock

435-6669

Cindy, Carolyn, Ida
Karen and Ashley

This greeting is filled with a healthy measure of best wishes and gratitude.
We hope your holiday is just what the doctor ordered.

“Your community drug store”

435-6473
In the medical complex, next to RGH

Chesapeake
Pharmacy

50 Irvington Rd.  •   Jo Jo’s Place  •  435-6745

Merry Christmas
to all of our customers

and friends.
Thank you for all your
support and friendship.

Dixie Deli
Closed Dec. 22-26

Matthew Shane Pittman was 
glad to see Santa at the Break-
fast with Santa held by the 
White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Donahue
Properties, LLC.

Development
Management
804-435-7600
98 N. Main St.,

Kilmarnock

Dear Santa,
Pleae bring me a lighthouse, 

tractor and a boat. I have been a 
real good boy.

Austin McCarty
2 years old

Dear Santa,
This is what I want for Christ-

mas: Barney toys, movies, plas-
tic fruits, books, clothes, kitchen 
toys.

Love you, Clarita

Dear Santa,
My name is Kahlin. I have 

been a good boy this year. Please 
bring me the following: Barney, 
Leap Pad, remote car, drums, race 
car and track, clothes and shoes. 
Please be good to my mom. Tell 
Mrs. Santa Hi!

See you soon,
Kahlin

Dear Santa,
Hello, my name is Taynen, also 

known as Tay-Tay. For Christ-
mas this year I would like to have 
any kind of stuffed animal that 
will talk to me, and a car or truck 
that will make sounds with me. 
I’d like some clothes for school 
and a tricycle. Please pick out 
something nice for tymeisha and 
Ricardo. Have a safe trip.

Taynen Williams

Dear Santa,
My name is  Dalen and I have 

been a very good boy this year 
and would really like for you to 
stop by and bring me any kind 
of car, some books, and some 
Legos. I will have some cookies 
waiting for you.

Love,
Dalen

Dear Santa,
I am not really sure what all 

this is about yet since I am only 
16 months old but I sure am get-
ting excited. I really like to look 
at all the lights on the tree and 
especially love touching those 
things they call ornaments. Only 
trouble is, that they keep telling 
me No No!! We are sure getting 
ready for your visit. Dada has 
got the tree all up and the stock-
ing will be hung on the fi replace. 
Right now they are on top as I 
keep pulling them down.

I would really like some neat 
toys. I love things that play music 
and make noises. I would like 
a swing set to play on outside, 
some Leap Frog learning toys 
that are supposed to be good for 
me and just some plain old toys 
that I would like to play with. 
Dada says to be sure to ask for 
more clothes that will be nice and 
warm. You can bring some snow 
too if you like. Please remember 
the rest of my fam ily as  they sure 
take good care of  me. Gamma 
Beth has put a great big Santa 
and Snowman in the front yard 
so you will be able to spot my 
house easily.

I will or Dada will leave you 
milk and cookies by the tree. He 
says he will do that after I go to 
bed so I don’t eat them. Gamma 
and I are mak ing food for the 
reindeer too and Dada and I will 
put it where  you can fi nd it. 
Hurry up and come on. I see all 
these packages under the tree and 
try so hard to  not get into them, 
but it sure is hard.

Love,
Troy Gabriel-Voss Allen

Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Wyatt and I am 4 

years old. I have really tried to be 
good all year. Would you please 
bring me some Safari animals, 
a Snowcone maker, a tent, and 
some movies. My sisters have 
also been good. Heyley, who 
is 11 years old, wants clothes 
and movies. Leighten, who is 19 
months, wants a doll  and Care 
Bear backpack. Please remember 
all my friends at Kingdom Kids, 
Miss Donna’s, and the YMCA. 
Also my cousins, Micaela and 
Morgan would like keyboards, 
Micaela really needs her two 
front teeth if you could arrange 
it. Have a safe trip!

Your friend,
Wyatt McCranie
Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hi, my name is India. I am 3 

years old and want a big jeep for 
me and my sister to ride in. I 
would also like some clothes and 
a lot of toys. I’m not picky, any-
thing would be okay with me.

India Veney
Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hi, my name is Kayla Veney. I 

am 2 years old. Me and my sister 
have both been good girls this 
year. I would like clothes and lots 
of toys. Send my cousins some 
toys too, they stay in Newport 
News. 

Kayla Veney
Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Brooke Stevens 

and I live in Burgess. I am 6 
years old. I have been very good 
this year. I would like some jew-
elry, an American Girl doll, a 
bike, Video Now, Barbie stuff, 
The Happy fam ily dolls, clothes, 
some books and some other sur-
prises would be cool.  Tell Mrs. 
Clause hello from me.

Brooke Stevens
Burgess, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Britney Stevens. I 

live in Burgess and I’m 10 years 
old. I’ve been good this year, at 
least I think so. 

I would like an Electric scooter, 
an American Girl doll, clothes, 
PJ’s, a clock, a Video Now, games 
for my Playstation, some movies 
and whatever else. Also, please 
bring something special for my 
dog Gizzy. He’s been good this 
y ear too. He fi nally is potty 
trained. That should do it. Can’t 
wait till you come to see me. I’ll 
leave you a treat. Thanks!

Britney Stevens
Burgess, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Shirmeya Butler. I 

am 5 years old. I live in Lancaster, 
Va. I am in Kindergarten. I have 
been a pretty good girl this year. 

Please remember all the kids in 
my class. I am in Mrs. Chism’s 
class. Please don’t forget Mrs. 
Chism. I would like for you to 
bring me some toys and clothes. I 
saw you at the Christmas parade 
in Kilmarnock last week. Don’t 
forget to bring my dog, Nipsey, 
some clothes. I hope that everyone 
gets something good for Christ-
mas.

Love, Shirmeya Butler
Lancaster, Va.

P.S. Don’t forget my Mommy 
and Daddy. Also please bring me 
some new rings.

Dear Santa,
I want a baby named Chou 

Chou.
Allison Savoy

5 years old

Dear Santa,
I have tried to be a good boy 

this year. Please bring me a pool 
table, grill, fi re truck and a rescue 
squad. I will leave treats for you 
on the table by the Christmas 
tree. 

Love, Noah Hamilton
3 years old

Reedville, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Kinsana Carter. I 

am 1 year old and live in Kilmar-
nock. This Christmas I would like 
some fun learning toys, Barbie 
dolls, some clothes and shoes, a 
radio be cause I like to dance, a 
bounc ing tiger, my own table and 
chair set, and please bring my 
brand new baby sister Kymira 
some toys too.

Love, Kinsana Carter
Kilmarnock, Va.

P.S. I’ll bake you some cook-
ies too.

Dear Santa,
My name is Onaesia DéLeah 

Gibson of Richmond, Va. I am 
the granddaughter of Mr. William 
Otis Milton and Leah Milton of 
Burgess and great-granddaughter 
of Mrs. Leah Delois Hudnall of 
Reedville. I go to kindergarten 
half a day and Day Care the other 
half. And I am doing real good in 
school. I scored high on all my 
tests in kinder garten so I want a 
Barbie Volkswagon Electric car, 
and Barbie 3 foot Swan Lake doll, 
a Hummer electric truck, some 
little Swan Lake Barbie dolls, 
another doll, chalk board, some 
Care Bears, Bouncing Tigger, 
also Sponge Bob set, some edu-
cational books, plenty of sleepers 
and plenty of clothes, coats, hats, 
boots, shoes and please leave 
my Mom some cookies and dad 
some milk under the tree and for 
Grandma and grandpa too. Hope, 
Peace, Love to all throughout the 
year. Happy Holidays to all

Love, 
Onaesia DeLeah Gibson

5 years old
Richmond, Va.

Dear Santa,
I was glad we were able to 

see you inside Friday night at the 
Christmas parade instead of out-
side in the rain. I wanted to write 
this letter to ask you for a few 
things this Christmas. I would 
like the Play CD and a new bike 
or a karaoke machine. Please 
re member my family and friends. 
Merry Christmas!

Love, Katelyn Keyser
13 years old

Taylors Creek

Dear Santa,
My name is Hannah and I’m 3 

years old. I’ve tried to be good 
this year, although it’s been very 
hard for me. I’m very excited 
about you coming to see me. I 

would like to have everything I 
see, but since mom say’s I can’t 
have everything would you try to 
bring me a kitchen playset, a doll-
house, video’s, I love to sing and 
dance and anything with “Dora 
the Explorer” and anything else 
you think I like to have.

Love, Hannah Renee Fischer
3 years old

Bertrand, Va.
P.S. Don’t forget my big brother 

Brandon and mommy and daddy.

Dear Santa,
How have you been this year? 

I have tried to be good but it has 
been REAL hard! I seem to do a 
lot of things when I’m not sup-
posed to and I’m a little on the 
stubborn side.

All I want for Christmas is 
cookies and ice cream and maybe 
some stickers. Mom and Dad said 
if I’m real good until Christmas 
you might bring some special 
toys for me.

Please remember all my friends 
and my Aunt Peggy; she takes 
real good care of me (I don’t think 
she tells mom and dad everything 
I do, so please be extra nice to 
her). Have a safe trip. Korty and 
I will leave you a special treat.

Love, Brantley Swift
21/2 years old

Reedville,Va

Dear Santa,
I am a little boy who is 15 months 

old. Daddy and Mommy think I 
have been a good boy all year. I like 
the Wiggles and Little People. I’d 
like a bouncy horse and wagon and 
anything you think a boy my age 
might like.

Santa, Please don’t forget all my 
cousins (I have 7 now). They have 
also tried to be very good this year.

I will ask mommy and daddy 
to leave cookies and milk on the 
mantel for you.

Love,
Noah Wayland Booth

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
How are you? I am fi ne. My 

name is Jacob Taft and I am 21/2 
years old. I live in White Stone with 
mommy, daddy, big brother, Eric, 
big sister, Cassie, and my brand new 
baby sister, Rachel. Rachel is almost 
2 weeks old. I am writ ing this letter 
for me and Rachel. Mommy and 
Daddy said that I have been a very 
good boy this year.

I think that Rachel would like 
some baby rattles and maybe a 
couple of other little baby toys. 
I would like a trac tor that I can 
ride outside, a view fi nder and 
maybe some new Barney or Bob 
the Builder tapes.

I will leave a treat for you and 
your reindeer on the table.

Your friend,
Jacob Revere Taft
White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
We are so excited about Christ-

mas this year. We have tried to be 
such good boys, al though some-
times it’s not easy. For me, Cole, 
this is my second Christmas and 
I am re ally ready. I have met you 
and I really do like you and I 
love all the lights. I haven’t really 
asked for anything this year, but 
I would love any tractors or big 
trucks you may have to give. 
I also love police cars and fi re 
trucks, especially if they make a 
noise

For me, Jacks, this is my very 
fi rst Christmas and Cole is doing 
his best to break me in. I really 
like getting into things, especially 
things that are Cole’s. Since this 
is new to me and people tell me 
I am supposed to ask for things 
from you, I would love anything 
that makes noise, fl ashes lights, 
or plays music.

Santa, we can’t wait for you to 
come. Please do not forget our 
Nan-nan and Papa, Nana and Big 
Pop, Grandpa Chris, all of our 
aunts and uncles, all of our great-
grandparents, Bradley, Sydney, 
Lyndsey, Taylor, Tori, and the 
rest of our cousins, Cookie and 
Ninnie, everyone at Donna’s and 
Nunnie’s, our dog Callie, and all 
the rest of our friends and family. 
Oh, and please do not forget our 
Mommy and Daddy. Thank you 
Santa and please be safe and kiss 
Mrs. Claus for us.

Cole and Jackson Stamm
19 months and 8 months

Irvington, Va.

Dear Santa,
I have tried to be a good boy 

this year. For Christmas I would 

like a Game Boy, Radio Control 
Monster truck, and anything else 
you think I might like. As always, 
I will leave you some cookies 
that my dad makes.

Love, Bailey Elbourn
White Stone, Va.

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this 

year and I would like a bas-
ketball game and a pool table. 
Thank you and Merry Christ-
mas! 

Love, 
John Mark

Dear Santa,
My name is Tyus and I 

would like for you to bring 
me a race car, Incredible Hulk 
clothes, basketball, coloring 
books. Bring Ms. Ruby lots of 
goodies. I have been good.

Love,
Tyus

Dear Santa,
My name is Dwight and I 

have been very good this year 
and would like you to please 
bring me some puzzles, books 
and a truck. My brothers and 
sisters have also been very 
good and would like for you to 
bring them something too.

Love,
Dwight

Dear Santa,
My name is Ivan. I been 

pretty good. Bring me a bike 
for a little boy, books, a truck 
and clothes. My little sister 
would like for you to bring her 
a doll.

Love,
I.J.

Lancaster Primary School
Preschool’s letters for Santa

Happy Holidays
from the

Rapphannock Record
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Christmas is the time to celebrate, the time for love,
laughter and merriment with family, friends and neighbors.

We would like to express a sincere wish for a warm and
lovely holiday season to all of our wonderful customers

who helped make this year so successful for us.

Merry Christmas!
From all of us at

Christmas is the time to celebrate, the time for love,
laughter and merriment with family, friends and neighbors.

We would like to express a sincere wish for a warm and
lovely holiday season to all of our wonderful customers

who helped make this year so successful for us.

Merry Christmas!
From all of us at

HUBBARD INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.
Established 1928

Main Street, Kilmarnock

HUBBARD INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.
Established 1928

Main Street, Kilmarnock

Merry Christmas and

The Sandpiper Staff

435-6176
Rt. 3, White Stone

Closed
Christmas Eve

and Christmas Day
Open New Year’s Eve

Serving you since 1982

Happy New Year to all!

Heathsville/Kilmarnock & Warsaw
Animal Hospitals and Staffs

Moriah Clarke, 3, tells Santa about the purse she already has 
before going into details about her gift ideas for this Christmas.

Mrs. Stickel’s fi rst grade

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a GI Joe and a 

BeyBlade. I want more toys and 
more toys and Yu-Gi-Oh cards. 
I want another BeyBlade and a 
movie BeyBlade and a Yu-Gi-Oh 
movie. I am 7. I go to Chesa-
peake Academy.

Trey Fisher

Dear Santa,
Are your reindeer really well 

and don’t get sick? Are you well? 
I hope you get my list. 

Love,
William Ryan Campbell

Dear Santa, 
My name is Lauren Jones. I 

am 8 years old. I would like a 
scooter, a pair of roller blades, 
and a pool table and some other 
goodies too. I will leave you 
some cookies and milk and some 
carrots for your rein deer. 

Lauren Jones

Dear Santa,
All I want is for it to snow 

on Christmas. Get my little sister 
Wiggle dancer party. And bring 
my brother a lot of bibs and burp 
cloths. Thank you.

Hannah Kellum
Age 7

Dear Santa, 
Please bring me Felicity and 

a CD/tape player. And a neck-
lace for my teacher, Miss Bowles. 
Thank you. My school is Chesa-
peake Academy.

Jennifer Radcliffe
Age 8

Dear Santa,
I want a art set and a puppet 

theater. And a TV for my room. 
And a cash register. And for my 

Miss Bowles’ second grade
at Chesapeake Academy

teacher a diamond ring. And for 
my Mom a gold necklace. And 
for my Dad a gold pen.

Dia Ferguson
Age 7

Dear Santa,
Can you please give me le gos 

and Supermac with Pokemon 
cards and Yu-Gi-Oh. I would 
like trap and magic cards to 
Yu-Gi-Oh. I want the movie of 
Pokemon the third. I also want 
Pokemon Forever and Pokemon 
2000 please, and Pokemon the 2. 
Thank you.

William Gill
Age 7

Dear Santa, 
I want a TV for my room and a 

toy dinosaur. And a necklace for 
my teacher and a parrot for me 
and a chicken too.

Reese Rogers
Age 7

Dear Santa, 
I want a new lunchbox and a 

new TV for my room. I would 
like to have a bunny too. Santa, 
can you bring Miss Bowles a 
little town.

Emily Virginia Szyperski
Age 7

Dear Santa, 
I hope you don’t fall down the 

fi replace. I love you. 
Daniel Thomas

Age 7

Dear Santa, 
I want a reindeer doll and a spy 

kit and a play puppy and a mug, 
a Lucia Doll. Cheeta slippers. I 
love you Santa.

Madison Owens
Age 7

Dear Santa, 
I love you Santa Claus. Santa 

you are good. Dear Santa Claus. 
I like your sleigh. 

Braden Benza
Age 7

Dear Santa, 
I love you. You are so cool. I 

hope you are not sick.
David Doyle

Age 7

Dear Santa,
I want you to surprise me. I 

love you Santa. 
Jesse Elizabeth Booker

Age 6

Dear Santa, 
I like you Santa. You are the 

best Santa. What does the North 
Pole look like? I love you Santa. 

Kyndall James

Dear Santa, 
I want a pig and a TV and 

microphone and a sign that says 
welcome and a rooster and a 
puppy. 

Brent Altaffer
Age 7

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a bow and 

arrow, sea monsters, and hang-
man. I hope you have a safe trip 
from the North Pole. I love you. 

Billy Pipkin
Age 6

Dear Santa, 
I’d like a doll. I love you. You 

are lots of fun. I like you.
Love,

Kaitlyn Duryea
Age 6

Dear Santa, 
I want a lots of presents. 

Love,
Haley Nicole Dull

Age 6

Dear Santa,
I want a Lizzie Doll. I want a 

surprise. I want a candle. I want a 
ring. I want a map. I want a artist 
set. Thank you Santa.

Shelby Townese

Dear Santa Claus,
I hope you got my list. I have 

been a good boy. I like school. I 
hope you are not sick.

Jamerson Robertson
Age 7

Dear Santa,
I want a ring for my Mom. I 

hope you like the cookies. I want 
a toy car, a bike and an Army 
man.

I want to get my sister a brace-
let.  I want to get my dad a hat. 

Love, Paris Morris

Dear Santa, 
I want to get a new game for 

my Game Boy, but I have not 
been good all year, but I have 
been good some. I want to have 
Jocelyn to come back for Christ-
mas because she is in Tennesee. 
I hope my sisters get what they 
want.

Sincerely, Liza Carter

Dear Santa,
I would like an X Box game 

like Halo 2, but the problem is 
it does not come out until next 
year. My mom would like some 
kitchen stuff. My dad would like 
some tools. My brothers John 
and Scott would like sport stuff. 
Thank you.

Sincerely, Keith Montminy

Dear St. Nick, 
I hope you like the cookies 

and milk I am leaving you. For 
Christmas can I have a new Bey-
blade, the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtle, Landsea P.C. 2, Micro 
Machines truck. I love you and 
Merry Christmas.

Love, Thomas Lackert

Dear St. Nick, 
I want an Easy Bake oven. My 

sister wants new clothes. I don’t 
know what I am giving my mom. 
I want some new shoes. I have 
been kind of good.    

Love,Showessy Sutton

Mrs. Jewell’s class
Dear Santa,

 I have been good this year. 
Could I have a doll? Then I want 
a train track and a Bratz doll on 
a motorcycle. Then a little bit 
of candy and a new Play Station 
game that is Driver 2 The Wheel 
man Is Back, and big stereo that 
holds 5 CDs. I would also like 
a Nintendo game Cube and any-
thing else you think is spe cial.

See you on Christmas.
Love, Casey Clarke

Dear Santa Claus, 
I hope you like the cookies 

and milk. Say hi to everyone for 
me. Say hi to Rudolph. I gave 
you a gift for you and Rudolph. 
This is for me and my sister 
and my mom: Barbie pool for 
me, earrings for my sister, pants 
for my mom, baby doll for me, 
shirts for my mom snow globe 
for my mom and a dog toy for 
my dog.

Yours truly, Jamie Thorn

Dear Santa, 
I have been good all year. I 

would like to have a bike with 
a helmet. I would like to have 
socks, clothes, shoes, and boxers. 
I want a game called NBA Live 
2004. I would like to have a 
game called Madden 2004. Santa, 
please give my sister Sponge Bob 
socks. Santa, please bring what 
will make me happy. See you 
December 25th.

Love, Derek Jones

Dear Santa,
This year I was very good and 

my sister was good too. How are 
you this year? This year I am 
not asking for much. This year 
I want a laptop computer and 
two games for it. Please bring 
my sister a Sponge Bob bouncing 
bag. Thank you Santa for every-
thing!

Love, Hannah Smith

Dear Santa,
I’m eight years old. I think I’ve 

been a very good boy. I want 
a dirt-bike, computer, and Poke-
man trading cards. Could you 
give my sisters each a baby and 
get Mckenzie pink socks.

Love, Bradley Hudson

Dear Santa Claus, 
I want a four-wheeler, NCAA 

2004, a snowboard, a dog, 
Madden 2004, X Box or a Game 
Cube. Can you get Travis a four-
wheeler too and can you get my 
mom some di amond earrings and 
rings. I hope you have a safe 
fl ight.

Love, Tyler Colding

Mrs. Marple’s
First Grade
Chesapeake 
Academy
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ALLEN CORNWELL, CLU
680 N. Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA
804-435-1993

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES • HOME  OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

Northern Neck Chiropractic
Dr. Jeems Love,

Joy, Betsy & Chris

351 So. Main • Kilmarnock • 435-3333

The gift of love,
the gift of peace,

the gift of happiness.....
May these be yours at

Christmas

Allison’s ACE Hardware
3010 Northumberland Hwy. • Lottsburg, VA 22511

804-529-7578 • 800-457-7578 • FAX 804-529-7544
www.allisonsacehardware.com

Three-month-old twins, Aaliyah (left) and Elijah Wood-Laws 
have their fi rst visit with Santa Claus. 

Happy
Holidays!

Thank you for
shopping with
us this year.

We look forward to
serving you in the

coming year.

Jean’s
Bargain
Center

Between Heathsville
& Burgess

804-580-2850

Dear Santa,
I hope you are having fun. I 

would like a bat man toy, and a 
gift for my mom.

Merry Christmas!
Love,

Ethan Fisher
7 years old

Dear S t. Nicholas,
How are you doing? For Christ-

mas I would like a bike and some 
new shoes.

Love, 
Precious Boyd

7 years old

Dear Santa Claus,
How are you doing? For Christ-

mas I would like a teddy bear and 
a baby doll.

I love you Santa Claus.
Love,

Krystal Kellum
7 years old

Dear Santa,
I hope you are fi ne. For Christ-

mas I would like a watch. I 
would also like a piano and a 
game boy with an  Austin Powers 
game.

Love,
John Savoy
6 years old

Dear Santa Claus,
How are you? I would like 

for Christmas a new game and 
maybe a cool new bike. Merry 
Christmas Santa! I love you.

Carter Robbins
7 years old

Dear Santa Claus,
How are you? For Christmas I 

would like a DVD player and a 
sleigh. Merry Christmas!

Love,
Ivory Ball

6 years old

Dear Santa,
How are you doing Santa? For 

Christmas I would like a new 
bike, an Easy Bake Oven, a tram-
poline and dolls. Merry Christ-
mas!

Love,
Jamea Smith

6 years old

Dear Santa,
How are you? For Christmas 

I would like a fi sh and a doll. 
I would also like you to have a 
good Christmas. I would like for 

Mrs. Hudnall’s 
fi rst-grade class

my family to have a good Christ-
mas. Merry Christmas!

Love,
Caroline Merryman

6 years old

Dear Santa Claus,
How are you? For Christmas I 

would like a game, drums, and a 
skate board. Merry Christmas!

Love,
Tyrell Henderson

6 years old

Dear Santa,
I like you. I hope that you are 

good. How are you? For Christ-
mas I would like an Easy Bake 
Oven and a pool. I would like for 
you to give my Mom a present 
and my Dad. Merry Christmas!

Love,
LeAria Kelley

6 years old

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I hope 

you are doing good. For Christ-
mas I would like a Bratz doll, 
and next I would like a balloon. 
Can I have a gameboard? I will 
make cookies for you.

Love,
Brittany Pezzano

6 years old

Dear Santa Claus,
I hope you are good. How 

are your elves? For Christmas I 
would like a little dog and a bike. 
I love you. I am six years old.

Love,
Kyle Bennett

Dear Santa Claus,
I hope that you are doing good 

on the presents. How are your 
elves doing? I like you. I would 
like a jeep. Next I would like a 
puppy and 100 dollars.

Love,
Sabreena Johnson

6 years old

Dear St. Nick,
How are you doing? I want a 

fi sh for Christmas. I would like a 
new bike. I love you.

Troy Ercelino
6 years old

Dear Santa Claus,
How are you? I would like an  

Easy Bake Oven.
Love,

Jaree Sutton
6 years old

Hi Santa,
My name is Christopher and 

I am 31/2 years old and live in 
Kilmarnock. I have really tried 
to be good this year. Please 
bring me a track for my Hot 
Wheels, a Finding Nemo movie 
and a Handy Dandy Notebook. 
Don’t forget my cousin Hailey, 
Mom and Dad and Poppy and 
Gram. Cookies and milk will 
be by the tree.

Love,
Christopher Hearold

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Tyler Dunaway. 

I would like a Play Station 
2 and also some games and 
I would like a 4-wheeler and 
something spe cial for my gran-
daddy Stuart and Ian and Joan. 
Please put a big bag of love 
under my tree.

Tyler Dunaway
4 years old

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this 

year by getting good grades in 
school and helping my Mom 
and Dad at home.

I would really like to have a 
DVD player for my room. My 
other favorite thing would be a 
motor scooter. Whichever one 
you can bring would make me 
happy.

I will bake some cookies for 
you and the elves. Have a safe 
trip back. See you next year.

Love, Cole Hodges
7 years old

White Stone, Va.
P.S. Don’t forget my friend 

Matthew and my brother Jason, 
who is 8 years old, and my dog 
Midnight.

Dear Santa,
Thanks for the  note you left 

me last year. I actually got to 
meet the elf that helped you 
bring my ramp. Jeff is really 
cool and we have had a lot of 
fun together. I have been re ally 
good this year and my fa vorite 
thing that I would like to have 
is a motor scooter. I also like 
music and anything to do with 
skateboarding.

I am going to make some 
cookies and take to Jeff, but 
I will leave yours by the fire-
place. Have a safe trip home.

Love, Jason Hodges
8 years old

White Stone, Va.
P.S. Don’t forget my friends 

at school, my brother Cole and 
my dog Midnight.

Dear Santa,
My name is Shelby and I am 

2 years old. I have tried really 
hard to be good, but you know 
how 2 year olds are. I got real 
excited when I saw you at the 
Kilmarnock  Christmas Parade. 
Since I can’t write yet, my 
mom is writing my letter for 
me. So I hope she gets it right.

Could you please bring me a 
dollhouse, a doll and a tricy-
cle. Please don’t forget my big 
brother Justin, my mom and 
dad and Nunie and Uncle Ray. 
I will leave cookies and milk 
by the tree. Merry Christmas 
Santa!

Love,
Shelby Lewis

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Justin and I am 

7 years old. I have tried really 
hard to be good, but that is not 
an easy job all the time. Even 
though I haven’t been as good 
at times as I should, my mom 
and dad told me I could write 
you a letter anyway.

My list is short this year, so 
here it goes. Could you please 
bring me a dirt bike and a 
helmet to wear while riding. 
Please don’t forget my little 
sister Shelby, my mom and dad 
and Nunie and Uncle Ray. I 
will leave cookies and milk 
by the tree. Merry Christmas 
Santa!

Love,
 Justin Lewis

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
My  name is Summer Smith 

and I live in Farnham, Va. I’ve 
been good this year so please 
bring me a Dora the Explorer 
doll and some Sponge Bob 
stuff. And my mommy is being 
good too so bring her lots of 
teddy bears for Christmas.

Santa, please don’t forget 
my cousin Haley. She wants 
a trampoline so we can jump 
together when it gets warm. 
And my Nanny and PaPa. They 
need a vacation so can you give 
them one please. They have 
been asking for one alot and I 
don’t know what it is but they 
want one.

I will leave you and the rein-
deer some goodies.

Love, your little girl
Summer Smith

4 years old
Farnham, Va.

Dear Santa Clause,
My name is Haley Davis and 

I am 3 years old and live in 
Farnham, Virginia. My mommy 
and daddy said I’ve been pretty 
good this year so will you 
please bring me a trampoline 
for Christmas, so I will stop 
jumping on my ma ma’s bed. 
And a bed for my baby dolls 
to sleep in. And Santa, please 
don’t forget my cousin Poote. 
She’s been nice to me this year. 
She want’s Dora dolls so we 
can play to gether.

Oh! Santa, don’t forget to 
bring my mommy and daddy a 
new truck and my Mema Nanny 
and Papa’s something also. I 
guess they’ve been good. I’ll 
leave you some milk and cook-
ies on the table.

Love always,
Your little girl,

Haley Davis
Farnham, Va.

Dear Santa,
My brother and I wish for 

Christmas this year: Denzel, 3 
years old, wants Hot Wheels 
T-Wrecks playset, Leap Frog 
Leap Pad, Playskool Magic talk-
ing grill, CD and G Karaoke 
System, Seasame Street Hokey 
Pokey Elmo, and a motorcycle. 
Tatyanna, 8 years old, wants a 
light purple scooter, Uno Attack,  
Spectra Personal Light Pink CD 
Player, The Challenge Mary-Kate 
and Ashley tape, Girls Simply 
Basic 2-piece Pajama Set.

Merry Christmas
from Tatyanna and

 Denzel Mitchell

Dear Santa,
My name is Jonathan 

Michael Smith. I am 7 months 
old and been a real good boy 
this year. Santa, bring me any-
thing you think I would like to 
have for Christmas, especially 
things that light up and play 
music and a red wagon to ride 
around in.

I hope you have a safe trip 
and there will be some milk 
and cookies waiting for you.

Love, 
Jonathan Michael Smith

Warsaw, Va.

Hi Santa,
Our names are Dejour and 

DeShawn Taylor. Yes, Santa, 
we are twins. We are really 
excited about Christmas. We 
had to get our aunt Nay-Nay 
to tell you what we would like 
to have. Mommy said we don’t 
need a whole lot. But, we need 
educational toys like a Leap 
Frog book, Building Blocks, 
clothes, and boots to play in 
the snow. Santa, don’t forget 
to bring our aunts, un cles and 
cousins a little some thing.

Love you,
DeJour and DeShawn Taylor

21/2 years old
Edwardsville, Va.

Hi Santa,
Our names are Armani (girl) 

and my brother Avontae Taylor. 
Yes, Santa we are twins. You 
have on your list our twin 
brothers DeShawn and DeJour. 
We are very ac tive according 
to our mommy. Santa, please 
bring us a com puter that a 
baby can run, so we can leave 
mommy alone. Please bring 
us building blocks, some edu-
cational toys that teach us 
our ABC’s. Don’t forget about 
our special grandmom, Glenda. 
Don’t for get Aunt Nay.

Love you,
Armani and Avontae Taylor

11/2 years old
Edwardsville, Va.

Dear Santa,
How have you been this year? 
I have been a good girl this 
year. I started kinder garten and 
I love it.

This year for Christmas I 
would like a Playstation 2 and 
some games, Kelly boys for 
my Kelly Clubhouse, Barbie of 
Swan Lake movie, Polly Pocket 
Mall, and anything else you 
think I might like to receive.

Please don’t forget my 
teacher and all my friends at 
school. Have a safe trip and 
Brantley and I will leave some 
milk and cookies. I will also 
leave your reindeer a snack!

Love, Korty Swift
5 years old

Reedville, Va.

Dear Santa,
I’m not old enough to write 

my name yet so my grandma 
is writing this for me. I am 4 
years old. My name is Kalib 
Jamual Rich but everyone calls 
me K.J. I’ve really tried hard 
to be a good little boy this 
year, but just in case I made 
some mistakes, please forgive 
me this time. My moma says 
that I’m special because God 
loves me and I love you Santa. 
Please bring me some cowboy 
men and ri fle and a Hummer 
and also Santa bring my Moma 
and Daddy something.

Love,
Kalib Rich

Dear Santa,
My name is Dustin and I am 

9 years old. I always try to be 
a good boy. I hope you will 
bring all my family and all my 
friends things they will like.

I would like a Star Wars Case 
and Star War figures. I’d like 
games and a Pokemon cards 
and a new Pokemon book to 
put the cards in.

MaMaw and Mommie saw 
you at the mall. MaMaw said 
you’re going to leave a 27” 
color TV at her house for me. 
I’ll get it Christmas morning 
to take to my new bedroom in 
my new house in Kilmarnock. 
I will have my own bathroom 
and it’s going to be done all in 
fish, like my bedroom so any-
thing fish for my bedroom or 
bath will be nice.

Don’t forget my dogs Brandy, 
Teddy and Shadow. Don’t 
forget I have a hamster named 
Sniffles. Please bring my 
mommie lots of pretty things. 
Merry Christmas Santa.

Dustin Whay Crenshaw
9 years old

Kilmarnock, Va.
P.S. I like Dragon Ball Z 

things too.
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Imagine a world as peaceful as our
Creator intended it to be and as full
of love as the heart of our Saviour. In
that spirit we offer you our best wishes
for a Christmas filled with joy.

RANSONE’S NURSERY
& MAINTENANCE, INC.

and EMPLOYEES

Malcom (Mal) Ransone

Kilmarnock, Va. 22482
Phone, Home (804) 435-3788

Rachel Valdrighi, 3, puckers up to give Santa a big kiss. 
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Thanks to

all our customers.
We look forward to

seeing you in the
coming year.

SECONDHAND ROSE
Susan, Betty & GinnyEdwardsville, VA

Dear Santa,
My name is Reghan and I am 

3 years old. I have been a very, 
very good girl this year, espe-
cially to my new baby sister. 
For Christmas, I would like a 
Mommy’s Little Patient baby 
doll, some baby doll clothes, a 
diaper bag just like mommy’s 
for my dollies, a new Barbie, 
books, clothes and anything else 
you think I might like. Please 
don’t forget my big brother 
Tyler and my baby sister McK-
enna. Give Rudolph a “kissy” 
for me and tell Mrs. Claus I 
said “Hi!” I will leave you some 
cookies and milk on the tables. 
Merry Christmas Santa.

Reghan Jones
Reedville, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Tyler and I am 

almost 6 years old. I have a 
very big Christmas list this year, 
but I will try to keep it short 
and sweet. I would like lots of 
Hot  Wheels cars and trucks, 
airplanes and heli copters, fi re 
truck videos, games for my 
Playstation, Legos, a race track 
and a Toby Keith CD, and better 
yet, a small CD player to play it 
on. Mommy says I need clothes 
also, but I think that you should 
keep them! Have a safe fl ight 
and don’t forget my sisters, 
Reghan and McKenna. Please 
bring something nice for my 
mommy and daddy too. And 
some tools for my Grandaddy 
and my Pop Pop. I promise not 
to eat your cook ies this year.

Your little buddy,
Tyler Jones,

Reedville, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is McKenna and 

I am almost 5 months old. 
This will be my fi rst Christ-
mas. Please bring me some 
new clothes and blankets, some 
books for my mommy to read 
to me, a few small toys and 
anything else that you think I 
can chew on. My list is small, 
but there is one last thing. All I 
want from Christmas is my two 
front teeth. My gums are driv-
ing me bonkers! Please don’t 
forget my big brother Tyler and 
big sister Reghan.

Your sweet girl.
McKenna Jones

Reedville, Va.

Dear Santa,
I loved sitting in your lap 

yesterday at the mall. Since I 
have been a very good boy can 
you please bring me an art set, 
skateboard with a handle, ice 
skates, roller skates and a guitar. 
I will leave you cook ies and 
milk.

Love, Zachary Hamilton
6 years old

Reedville, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Kevin and I have 

tried to be a good boy but it is a  
hard job.

Please bring me a TV, game 
station, VCR and race track 
and some new clothes. Please 
remember my cousins, all my 
friends and my teacher Mrs. 
Gordon. I will leave cookies for 
you on the table.

Love, Kevin Gaines Jr.
5 years old

Lancaster, Va.

Dear Santa,
I have been a very good girl 

this year. I would like a Care 
Bear Castle, Little People Barn, 
book shelf for all my books 
and some trucks to play with 
Damian. I will have some milk 
and cookies wait ing for you.

Love,
Lauren Koscienski

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy this 

year. I would like a Hummer 
car set, a micro car set, Pac-
Man game, Penny racers. I will 
also have some milk and cook-
ies waiting for you.

Love,
Damian Koscienski

Dear Santa,
My name is Shane Hammell. 

I am 10 years old and I live in 
Lively. I have been a little good 
with behav ior. I would like a lot 
of clothes, Game Boy Advance 
and Playstation games.

Love,
Shane Hammell

Lively, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Asia Stewart and 

I just turned 11 years old a few 
days ago. Since I just had a 
birthday, I’m not asking for too 
much for Christmas. My list is 
as follows: a trampoline enclo-
sure, another basketball, a Polly 
Pockets doll with ac cessories 
and a digital camera and some 
ink for my com puter. Also, I 
would like to have a new car. 
Thanks Santa,

Asia Stewart
11 years old

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like 

the Horse Adventures on Play-
station 2. I would also like Hello 
jungle, and the Bratz Funky 
Fashion Styln Head. Well, that’s 
all I could think of. Oh! I just 
forgot something. I need Fib-
Finder. Bring something nice 

for my kitties. Is Sammy doing 
okay.

Love, Ashley Warwick
9 years old

Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Unique. I have 

been a pretty good boy t his year. 
I would like to have a Hokey 
Pokey Elmo, Hot Wheels, a 
bike, and some mo torcycles. 
Santa, please don’t forget my 
mommie Nikki, my daddy Jay 
and my big brother Nikolas. See 
you soon Santa.

Unique Boyd
3 years old

Dear Santa,
My name is Brittney War-

wick. I would like for Christmas 
a Flava doll, Bratz doll and a 
stuffed Care Bear that talks 
and sings. Also a Baby Born 
with all the acces sories. If you 
can fi t it into your sleigh a 
Barbie town house would be 
nice. Please bring something 
special for Mom, Dad, Sissy 
and my kit ties Mew Mew and 
Cutie Pie. I will leave you and 
your rein deer green beans, car-
rots, 10 cookies and chocolate 
milk. I love you.

Brittney Warwick
6 years old

Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
My name is Nikolas and I like 

December. I hope Mrs. Claus is 
fi ne. Is Rudolph ok too. I have 
been good so I want a Game 
Cube with Sonic Adventures 2 
and Dragonball Z and Beyblade  
and a Spiderman toy and re mote 
control car and that is it. 

Nikolas
7 years old

Dear Santa,
My name is Dominique 

Taylor and I am 6 years old. 
I have been pretty good this 
year. I would like to have a few 
things for Christmas this year. I 
would like to have a new bicy-
cle, a H2 Hummer remote con-
trol truck (black in color), more 
games for my PS2, Hulk Punch-
ing Hands, trampoline, game-
boy advance (blue), clothes, 
and another pair of Timberland 
boots. Thank you Santa.

Dominique Taylor
Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hello Santa. My name is Dia-

mond. I will be 5 years old on 
Christmas Eve. I would like two 
Barbie games for my PS2, a Barbie 
car with dolls, a Chou Chou Baby 
doll, a new bicycle, a H2 Hummer 
remote control (yellow), a watch, 
clothes, and a pair of light blue Tim-
berland boots. Thank you Santa.

Diamond Taylor
Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hi Santa, How are  you do ing? 

How are your reindeer? Christ-
mas is almost here and I hope 
you are coming because we are 
going to leave milk and cookies.

I want to tell you what I want 
for Christmas. I want a motor 
scooter, a bookbag, some shoes, 
clothes and a camera. That’s what 
I want for Christ mas. Have a 
great Christmas.

Love, 
Quintasia Henderson

8 years old

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want a Rippin 

Rocket Roller Coaster, Lego 
Sports NBA, Lego Sports NHL, 
Snowboard Boarder Cross Race 
from Lego, and a Razor Scooter. I 
would also like a fl ybox, a launch 
ramp and a quarter pipe. How are 
the elves? How is Rudolph?

Love, Brandon Siddall
9 years old

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I want 

a Playstation 2 with games for 
Christmas. The games I want 
are Snowboard and Basketball. I 
really hope I get some clothes, 
shoes and socks. Santa, I am 
thinking of something rectangle. 
It has a game for it. Do you know 
what it is? It is a Game Boy. I 
really want that for Christmas. I 
am thinking of something with 
four wheels. It is a re mote-con-
trol car. I want an X-Box and 
games and I want a motor scooter 
too. I want some socks. I am 
thinking of something  you plug 
up. You control it with a remote? 
It is a TV.

Love,
Patrick Cox
8 years old

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been good but not great 

because I was running in the 
house and got grounded for being 
bad. I want an X-Box and Mon-
ster truck because you can get 
two X-Box games free and the 
Monster truck be cause you have 
a remote con trol to race with each 
other. I hope my brother plays 
the X-Box with me in my room. 
I hope it snows because I want 
to slide on my sled and have a 
snowball fi ght. I hope you and 
Mrs. Claus have a good time.

Your friend,
Chavis Noel

8 years old

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? How are 

your reindeer doing? I know 
Rudolph is doing good. I want 
a X-Box, X-Men toys, X-Men 
Movie, X-Men clothes, games, 
and more X-Men. I’ll leave you 
some milk and cookies.

Love, Ryan Clayton
9 years old

Dear Santa,
This Christmas I want a KNEX 

Rollercoaster. I also want a puppy 
and a remote controlled Hummer. 
Do you know who has been 
naughty or nice? Is Mrs. Claus 
baking cookies? Can you give me 
a piano, some clothes, and a T 
V. Some Legos would be nice to 
have. I would like a Teddy Bear 
too.

Yours truly
Tanner Cralle

Dear Santa Claus,
How are you doing at the North 

Pole? I hope I get a lot of pres-
ents this year, but I did n’t get a 
lot of presents last year. I hope 
you and Mrs. Claus have a nice 
Christmas. I think I will get my 
bike, Playstation 2, books and a 
SuperMag. I hope you have a 
very  nice Christmas.

Your friend,
Love, Andrea Curry

9 years old

Dear Santa,
How are  you doing? What 

is Rudolph doing? On Christmas 
Eve I will bake you some cookies 
and I will give you some milk. 
On Christmas Eve will you bring 
me pre sents? I love Christmas, 
do you? I would like a motor 
scooter and my Scene Dolls.

Love,
Summer Allen

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? Can you 

come to my house on Christmas 
day and eat and drink milk? Can 
you bring me an X-Box, a Go-
Cart, Four-wheeler, Game Boy 
and a Game Cube? Can you bring 
Mrs. Clause with you? Can you 
bring everyone a present?

Love, 
DeShawn Thompson

9 years old

Dear Santa,
I hope you are ready for Christ-

mas. Can you please get me a 
Four-wheeler, GoGo My Walk-
ing Dog, Fur Real friends, Video 
Now, Video Now movies, a pet 

hamster, fi lm for all my cameras 
and hair stuff. Santa, tell Mrs. 
Claus I said hi. I hope Rudolph is 
ready for his fl ight. Give Rudolph 
some love for me. Thank you!

Love,
Andrea Davis

9 years old

Dear Santa,
My name is Whitney Rice. I 

would like 2 Bratz dolls and a 
dollhouse, a TV and some games 
for my Playstation. Santa, don’t 
forget my little sister.

Love,
Whitney Rice

8 years old

Dear Santa,
I hope it snows this year. How 

is Mrs. Claus? Are the elves busy 
making toys? How is Rudolph’s 
nose. I want a Game Boy SP, 
games, gloves, boots, a sleeping 
bag and a K-nex Roller coaster.

Love, Cyle Duncan
8 years old

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy this 

year. I would like a Game Boy 
Advance SP and a foot ball, a 
planter for my tractors, a play 
gun that is camoufl age, a little 
corn planter and lots of surprises. 
I’ll have carrots for your reindeer 
and cookies and milk for you.

Sincerely,
Joshua M. Bryant

Mrs. Jennings third grade 
at Northumberland Elementary
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Here’s to a magical night and a
glorious holiday!

Enjoy.
The Riemann Companies, Inc.

&
The Allen Group, Inc.

Rachel Woolard, 14 months, 
and her brother, Taylor, sit 
with Santa Claus during Break-
fast with Santa at the White 
Stone Volun teer Fire Depart-
ment fi re house.

Cathryn Marie Whittington, Granddaughter of 
Rosemary & Gil Whittington
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State of the Art In-Plant Cleaning • Furniture, Orientals, Area Rugs • De odor iz ing
Pickup and Delivery  • Leather Cleaning • Water & Smoke Damage Res to ra tion 

Hwy. 17/360 • Tappahannock, Va.
Call (800) 321-4751 or (804) 443-4751

Dear Santa,
My name is Spencer Wojtach 

and I’ve been a very good boy 
this year. Some days Mommy 
wouldn’t agree be cause I get 
into everything but I try to be 
good. I just had a birthday and 
got lots of toys so I don’t really 
think I need any more toys 
(although there is a really cool 
baby four wheeler I’d like to 
have). Daddy and Mommy say 
I have to tell the bottle bye-bye 
so I guess I need sippy cups 
and clothes since I’m growing 
so fast (sizes 2T and up).

Please don’t forget my big 
brother, Ben, He’s probably 
like some video and computer 
games, or my kitties, Simba and 
Buc, they’d like toys and treats 
especially squeaky mice. Please 
remember Mommy, Daddy, the 
rest of my family, Nana and 
Unkie Scottie, they have all 
been re ally good to me. 

I’ll leave cookies for you and 
carrots for Rudolph and the rest 
of the reindeer.

Love, Spencer Wojtach
13 months old

Kilmarnock, Va.

Dear Santa,
I have been a very good girl 

this  year and really deserve 
a lot of happiness. This year I 
don’t want a lot of toys like 
I asked for the years before. I 
just want to be happy and for 
all my family and friends to be 
happy too. Oh yeah, I did think 
of something that I wanted, a 
Barbie doll. I love you Santa!

Your friend, 
Madison Manalac

4 years old
Heathsville, Va.

It was only four days before 
Christmas.  The spirit of the 
season hadn’t yet caught up with 
me, even though cars packed 
the parking lot of our local dis-
count store.  Inside the store, it 
was worse. Shop ping carts and 
last minute shoppers jammed the 
aisles. 

Why did I come today? I won-
dered.  My feet ached al most as 
much as my head.  My list con-
tained names of several people 
who claimed they wanted nothing 
but I knew their feelings would 
be hurt if I didn’t buy them any-
thing. 

Buying for someone who had 
everything and deploring the high 
cost of items, I con sidered gift 
buying anything but fun. Hur-
riedly, I fi lled my shopping cart 
with last minute items and pro-
ceeded to the long checkout lines.  
I picked the shortest but it looked 
as if it would mean at least a 20 
minute wait. 

In front of me were two small 
children - a boy of about 5 and 
a younger girl.  The boy wore a 
ragged coat.  Enor mously large, 
tattered tennis shoes jutted far out 
in front of his much too short 
jeans.  He clutched several crum-
pled dol lar bills in his grimy 
hands.  The girl’s clothing resem-
bled her brother’s.  Her head 
was a matted mass of curly hair.  
Reminders of an evening meal 
showed on her small face.  She 
carried a beautiful pair of shiny, 
gold house slippers.  As the 
Christmas music sounded in the 
store’s stereo system, the girl 
hummed along, off key but hap-
pily. 

When we fi nally ap proached 
the checkout regis ter, the girl 

December 1998—It’s just a 
small, white envelope stuck 
among the branches of our Christ-
mas tree. No name, no identifi ca-
tion, no inscription. It has peeked 
through the branches of our tree 
for the past 10 years or so.

It all began because my hus-
band Mike hated Christ mas---oh, 
not the true meaning of Christ-
mas, but the commer cial aspects 
of it-overspend ing...the frantic 
running around at the last minute 
to get a tie for Uncle Harry and 
the dust ing powder for Grandma-
--the gifts given in desperation 
be cause you couldn’t think of 
anything else.

Knowing he felt this way, I 
decided one year to bypass the 
usual shirts, sweaters, ties and 
so forth. I reached for some thing 
special just for Mike. The inspi-
ration came in an unusual way.

Our son Kevin, who was 12 that 
year, was wrestling at the junior 
level at the school he attended; 
and shortly before Christmas, 
there was a non-league match 
against a team sponsored by an 
inner-city church, mostly black.

These youngsters, dressed in 
sneakers so ragged that shoe-
strings seemed to be the only 
thing holding them to gether, pre-
sented a sharp con trast to our 
boys in their spiffy blue and 
gold uniforms and sparkling new 
wrestling shoes. 

As the match began, I was 
alarmed to see that the other team 
was wrestling without headgear, 
a kind of light hel met designed to 
protect a wrestler’s ears.

It was a luxury the ragtag team 
obviously could not af ford. Well, 
we ended up wal loping them. We 
took every weight class. And as 
each of their boys got up from 
the mat, he swaggered around in 
his tatters with false bravado, a 
kind of street pride that couldn’t 
acknowledge defeat.

Mike, seated beside me, shook 
his head sadly, “I wish just one of 
them could have won,” he said. 
“They have a lot of potential, but 
losing like this could take the 
heart right out of them.”

Mike loved kids-all kids-and 
he knew them, having coached 
little league football, baseball and 
lacrosse. That’s when the idea for 
his present came. 

That afternoon, I went to a 
local sporting goods store and 
bought an assortment of wres-
tling headgear and shoes and sent 
them anonymously to the inner-
city church. 

On Christmas Eve, I placed the 
envelope on the tree, the note 
inside telling Mike what I had 
done and that this was his gift 
from me. 

His smile was the brightest 
thing about Christmas that year 
and in succeeding years. 

For each Christmas, I fol lowed 
the tradition —one year sending 
a group of mentally handicapped 
youngsters to a hockey game, 
another year a check to a pair of 
elderly brothers whose home had 
burned to the ground the week 
before Christmas, and on and on.

The envelope became the high-
light of our Christmas. It was 

The Gold Slippers 
carefully placed the shoes on the 
counter.  She treated them as 
though they were a treasure. 

The clerk rang up the bill.  
“That will be $6.09,” she said.  
The boy laid his crumpled dol lars 
atop the stand while he searched 
his pockets.  He fi  nally came up 
with $3.12.  “I guess we will have 
to put them back, “ he bravely 
said.  “We will come back some 
other time, maybe tomorrow.” 

With that statement, a soft sob 
broke from the little girl.  “But 
Jesus would have loved these 
shoes, “ she cried. 

“Well, we’ll go home and work 
some more.  Don’t cry.  We’ll 
come back,” he said. 

Quickly I handed $3.00 to 
the cashier.  These children had 
waited in line for a long time.  
And, after all, it was Christmas. 

Suddenly a pair of arms came 
around me and a small voice said, 
“Thank you lady.” 

“What did you mean when you 
said Jesus would like the shoes?” 
I asked. 

The boy answered, “Our 
mommy is sick and going to 
heaven. Daddy said she might 
go before Christmas to be with 
Jesus.” 

Then the girl spoke: “My 
Sunday school teacher said the 
streets in heaven are shiny gold, 
just like these shoes.  Won’t 
mommy be beautiful walking 
on those streets to match these 
shoes?” 

My eyes fl ooded as I looked 
into her tear-streaked face.  “Yes” 
I answered, “I am sure she will.” 

Silently I thanked God for 
using these children to remind 
me of the true spirit of giving.” 

--Anonymous 

A Christmas Story
always the last thing opened on 
Christmas morning and our chil-
dren, ignoring their new toys, 
would stand with wide-eyed 
anticipation as their dad lifted the 
envelope from the tree to reveal 
it’s con tents.

As the children grew, the toys 
gave way to more practi cal pres-
ents, but the envelope never lost 
its allure. The story doesn’t end 
there. 

You see, we lost Mike last 
year due to dreaded cancer. When 
Christmas rolled around, I was 
still so wrapped in grief that I 
barely got the tree up. But Christ-
mas Eve found me placing an 
envelope on the tree, and in the 
morn ing, it was joined by three 
more. Each of our children, unbe-
knownst to the others, had placed 
an envelope on the tree for their 
dad. 

The tradition has grown and 
someday will expand even fur ther 
with our grandchildren standing 
around the tree with wide-eyed 
anticipation watch ing as their 
fathers take down the envelope. 
Mike’s spirit, like the Christmas 
spirit, will always be with us.

May we all remember each 
other, and the Real reason for 
the season, and His true spirit 
this year and always. God bless-
--pass this along to your friends 
and loved ones.

— Author Unknown

Happy Holidays
from the

Rapphannock Record

Here’s hoping that your
holidays are safe

and cheerful.
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Lazy Days
Pools & Spas

In December 1903, after 
many attempts, the Wright 
brothers were successful 
in getting their “fl ying 
machine” off the ground. 
Thrilled, they telegraphed 
this message to their sister, 
Katherine: “We have actu-
ally fl own 120 feet. Will be 
home for Christmas.” 

Katherine hurried to the 
edi tor of the local news-
paper and showed him the 
message. He glanced at it 
and said, “How nice. The 
boys will be home for 
Christmas.” 

He totally missed the big 
news--man had fl own! 

—Daily Bread, 
December 23, 1991 

Home for 
Christmas 

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a CD Kara-

oke player, a strobe light, a Tonka 
Mighty Yellow Crane, puzzles 
and games for my computer. Also, 
don’t for get Blake and Blair. I’ll 
leave you cookies and milk on 
the table. I also asked Dad to 
make sure the gas logs are turned 
off.

Love,
 Drew Smith
Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
I am only 31/2 months old so 

I don’t need a lot yet, but I 
would like something to chew 
on, maybe a teether or even a 
ball. Also, I have two really good 
brothers, Drew and Blake. Please 
bring them some toys, they are 
really nice to me.

Love,
Blair Smith
Weems, Va.

Dear Santa,
Hi there, it’s Grayson and I am 

2 years old now. I hope  you 
and Mrs. Claus had a wonderful 
year. I’ve been es pecially good 
this year. I re ally love airplanes 
and big trucks. Please don’t 
forget about all my cousins. Even 
though they are in different coun-
ties and states, I know they have 
been good too. Please leave my 
Mom and Dad something nice and 
my Nanny and Paw Paw Trigor 
something special this year. They 
all have been very good to me 
and take great care of me (even 
when I’m mis chievous). Santa, 
don’t forget my Aunt Pokey and 
Uncle Will in White Stone and 
my Aunt Hettie. Be good to them 
too. Well, I know you’re busy 
Santa, so just as a reminder I 
will leave you milk and cook ies 
by the fi replace. Enjoy! Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Love,
Grayson Riley Baker

Mechanicsville, Va.

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a “big” truck 

for Christmas. Also, a Tonka dump 
truck, choo-choo train, and any cars 
and trucks. I really like movies too. 
Bring some-thing good for Drew, 
he’s a good big brother and don’t 
forget Blair, maybe she would like 
a babydoll.

Love, Blake Smith,
Weems, Va.

We, the staff at the
Rappahannock
Record
Wish you
a Joyous
Holiday
Season!

Eckhard’s
 International  Restaurant

German and Other Fine Foods

Happy 
Holidays

Time to book your holiday parties! 
Make Your New Year’s Eve 

Reservations Soon
Regular Menu Also Available

Regular Hours: Mon. – Sat. 4:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Sun . 11:30 a.m. – 9 p.m. Closed Dec. 23, 24, & 25

Reopen Friday Dec. 26

(804) 758-4060 • Rt. 3, Topping
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From all of us to all of you ...

Happy Holidays!

Rappahannock
Record
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T
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Wachovia Securities
Serving Investors Since 1934

Kilmarnock, Virginia
Member New York Stock Exchange, Member SIPC

Over The River And
Through The Woods...

In spite of chilly, damp weather, 
Rappahannock Com munity Col-
lege’s “Lights on the Lawn” on 
Friday, December 5, drew an 
enthusiastic crowd. A cheer went 
up as RCC presi dent Dr. Norman 
Scott fl ipped the switch to light 
up 100 holi day trees, many of 
them spon sored and trimmed by 
local in dividuals or businesses.

Decorations ranged from 
American fl ags to children’s 
books to red and white poinset-
tias, each expressing the indi-
vidual feelings of the sponsors. 
After due deliberation, judges 
JoAn Anderson, president of the 
Westmoreland Garden Club, 
Essex County Sheriff Stanley 
Clark, Warsaw Police Chief 
DeWitt Cooper and Richmond 
County Sheriff Steve Smith 
awarded the business category 
prize to the “Verizon Miracle 
Tree,” decorated by Tammy 
Obier, Debbie Ball, Tammy 
Newton, Mary Saunders, Sandy 
Henderson, Starr Smith and Faye 
Dobyns of the Verizon Founda-
tion.

The prize for a tree sponsored 
by private individuals went to 
Walter and Beverley Rowland, 
whose tree was dedicated “in 
memory of those who have died 
in Iraq.” 

 “Lights on the Lawn” could 
not have become a reality with out 
its sponsors, Northern Neck Elec-
tric Cooperative, Rappa hannock 
Times, Roma Ris torante Italiano 
and 105.5-FM WRAR; the many 
tree spon sors; and those who 
donated time and materials.

Inside RCC’s historic Chinn 
house, hung with greenery and 
adorned with a sparkling ceil ing-
high tree, Santa and Mrs. Claus 
took note of Yuletide yearnings 
from persons of all ages. The hol-
iday atmosphere was enhanced 
by beautiful choral music from 
the Essex High School “Trojan 
Singers,” directed by Margaret 
Forrester, and the “St. Marga-
ret’s Ensem ble” of St. Marga-
ret’s School in Tappahannock, 
directed by Beverly Gordon.

A dusting of snow the fol-
lowing day added a “winter won-
derland” touch to a festive holiday 
brunch at the Chinn House. The 
occasion featured a buffet, much 
of which was gra ciously donated 
by local indi viduals and busi-
nesses. It was accompanied by 
music from “Strings and Things” 
of Math ews.

“I’d like to thank all the will-
ing workers who made this pos-

College holiday events
dazzle through the drizzle

From left, Santa, Mrs. Claus, Cassandra Burton, RCC president 
Dr. Norman Scott and Marianne Smith enjoyed “Lights on the 
Lawn.”

The St. Margaret’s Ensemble of St. Margaret’s School in Tappa-
hannock added musical joy to the holiday open house.

sible,” said Marianne Smith, 
who organized both events with 
RCC Educational Foundation 
board president Cassandra 
Burton. “And we couldn’t have 
done ‘Lights on the Lawn’ with-
out the wonder ful support of the 
community, both in sponsoring 
trees and in using their imag-
inations to decorate them cre-
atively.”

A number of trees are still 

available for adoption, at $125 
apiece; call Smith at 333-6705. 
Proceeds from the tree sponsor-
ships and the brunch benefi t the 
foundation.

“We look forward to both 
events becoming even bigger 
and better next year, as com-
munity excitement and partici-
pation grow,” said Dr. Larry 
Olanrewaju, RCC’s vice presi-
dent of college advancement.

As a tiny girl, I remember 
the unbearable excitement of 
December. 

When the baking began, the 
house smelled like cinnamon 
and cloves. And I wanted to 
eat everything right away—
Christmas cookies, mincemeat 
pies, Parkerhouse rolls and rich 
creamy chocolate fudge. 

Even in the heart of the 
De pression, there were dolls, a 
doll buggy and Dionne quintu-
plet paper dolls. And one year, 
ice skates. 

But the most exciting thing of 
all was our glorious Christ mas 
tree. 

When I was very young, my 
mother carefully hung her trea-
sured glass ornaments—gold-
painted balls, dioramas with 
miniature scenes and an elegant 
four-inch ornament for the top. 

I always wanted to see the tree 
from every side, including the 
back. Unfortunately, my cu riosity 
resulted in disaster one year when 
the tree came crash ing down in a 
shower of broken glass. 

I was much too young to 
un derstand my mother’s loss. 
Those exquisite ornaments were 
purchased before the Depres-
sion, and there was no money to 
replace them. Still, my mother 

This Side of 60
by Marie Snider

A Christmas lesson in forgiveness 
thought about my feel ings and 
consoled me.

A few years later, my eyes 
sparkled when I gave my mother 
fi ve wonderful saltshak ers 
shaped like vegetables. I got 
them in a bargain basket—all 
fi ve for fi ve cents. 

After gift giving, I climbed 
up to the top shelf of the china 
cupboard to compare salt and 
pepper shakers. In the process, 
I dropped a china saltshaker my 
parents had received as a wed-
ding gift. 

I apologized, naively saying, 
“It was a good thing it wasn’t 
one of the new ones.” 

The only thing my mother said 
was, “It would have been better 
if it had been one of the new 
ones.” But, again, there was no 
scolding.

From then on, that elegant 
lone peppershaker was stored in 
the china cupboard and never 
again appeared on our Sunday 
dinner table. 

Even now, I am amazed when 
I think about my mother’s 
pa tience. But, it turns out that 
she was motivated by an experi-
ence from her early life. 

My grandmother was a won-
derful person. Still, she had one 
fault. When her daughters broke 

a dish, they were scolded. So my 
mother made a pact with herself 
that her daughter would never 
be scolded no matter what she 
broke. 

And she lived up to her word. 
Even when I should have been 
scolded. Like the time I broke 
almost all of our everyday dishes 
in an avoidable accident. 

When I grew up in upstate 
New York, we had a large farm 
kitchen. The sink was catty-cor-
ner from the kitchen china cup-
board. So it seemed like a long 
walk back and forth. 

As a teen-aged effi ciency 
ex pert, I took everything in one 
trip. 

Fortunately, there were only 
four in our family. The plates 
were on the bottom, saucers were 
next, dessert bowls were next, 
topped with cups and glasses. I 
put my chin in the top glass and 
carried the knives and forks in 
the other hand. 

One time I dropped the whole 
load. Once again, my mother 
didn’t scold me. She even helped 
clean up the mess. 

Now it’s a half-century later. 
The saltshakers, the plates and 
cups, the dolls, the tree and my 
mother are all gone. But what 
remains in my heart forever is a 
Christmas lesson in forgive ness. 

Copyright 2003 Marie Snider 

The Virginia Green Industry 
Council issues the following tips to 
care for a living Christmas tree.

• Ask tree vendors what kind of 
trees are available. Buy the right 
kind of tree for the area. Fraser Fir, 
one of the most popular tree variet-
ies, doesn’t do well during hot dry 
summers in the Tidewater re gion 
of Virginia.

• Keep the tree in the house for 
only seven to 10 days. If the tree 
remains in a warm in doors environ-
ment, it will think it is spring and 
will break dormancy. The roots will 
start to grow, putting it under great 
stress when planted outdoors.

• Keep the tree away from heat 

Care tips suggested for living Christmas trees
sources such as fi replaces and heat-
ing ducts to prevent it from drying 
out.

• Keep  the root ball moist while 
indoors; check several times a day 
and add water if it feels dry.

• Dig the planting hole be fore 
the ground freezes.

• Don’t plant the tree too close 
to the house. Some trees such as 
white pine and scotch pine can 
grow two to three feet per year.

• Don’t plant in low-lying, 
marshy areas because  the ex cess 
water in the soil can drown the tree 
for lack of oxy gen.

• When planting, dig a hole two 
times as wide and one inch deeper 

than the root ball.
• Water once to settle the soil 

used to backfi ll the hole.
• Add a three-inch layer of mulch 

of pine needles, bark, or wood 
chips. Keep the mulch away from 
the trunk.

The Virginia Green Industry 
Council is the voice of the hor-
ticulture industry in the Com-
monwealth and is dedi cated to 
enhancing the beauty of the state’s 
environment, the well-being of cit-
izens, improv ing the state’s econ-
omy, and improving the health and 
wellness for everyone in Virginia.

For more information, call 
540-382-0943.
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